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Atherton Library Survey 

1. Please provide your opinion on each of the following statements or questions:

  Strongly Disagree Disagree No opinion Agree Strongly Agree
Response 

Count

I have been well informed regarding 

the basis of the Library Steering 

Committee's recommendation for 

the Atherton Library

36.8% (57) 31.0% (48) 4.5% (7) 12.3% (19) 15.5% (24) 155

I have had an ample opportunity to 

provide my opinion and input on 

this issue
36.8% (57) 23.9% (37) 14.2% (22) 12.9% (20) 12.3% (19) 155

I am taken completely by surprise 

by this issue
29.7% (46) 16.1% (25) 11.6% (18) 25.2% (39) 17.4% (27) 155

I'd like more information on how the 

community feels about this issue
6.5% (10) 10.3% (16) 6.5% (10) 23.2% (36) 53.5% (83) 155

The Library Steering Committee 

should present a summary of input 

received from the community

7.1% (11) 5.2% (8) 7.7% (12) 24.5% (38) 55.5% (86) 155

I believe the library should remain 

within the Town Center area
14.8% (23) 5.2% (8) 25.2% (39) 14.8% (23) 40.0% (62) 155

I believe the library should not take 

up our limited park space
14.8% (23) 6.5% (10) 20.0% (31) 16.8% (26) 41.9% (65) 155

I believe the Main House in the 

park should be preserved
16.1% (25) 5.2% (8) 24.5% (38) 23.9% (37) 30.3% (47) 155
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The decision to move the library 

should be made by the Town 

Council
39.4% (61) 20.6% (32) 10.3% (16) 18.7% (29) 11.0% (17) 155

The decision to move the library 

should be made by a vote of town 

residents

16.1% (25) 8.4% (13) 4.5% (7) 17.4% (27) 53.5% (83) 155

Given that many town buildings are 

in dire need of updating or repair, 

the town should complete a Master 

Plan for all town buildings, prior to 

making a final decision on the 

location of the library

15.5% (24) 3.9% (6) 2.6% (4) 11.6% (18) 66.5% (103) 155

You are welcome to add comments: 

 
46

  answered question 155

  skipped question 0
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2. Were you personally informed about or participate in any of the following ''community input'' phases conducted by the 

Library Steering Committee:

  Not informed Vaguely aware Aware I participated
Response 

Count

A Library Survey conducted during 

one month from October to 

November of 2009.
65.8% (102) 14.2% (22) 8.4% (13) 11.6% (18) 155

A focus group discussing usage by 

specific demographic groups of the 

library
71.0% (110) 12.9% (20) 13.5% (21) 2.6% (4) 155

A Community Workshop held at the 

Pavilion in the summer of 2011
36.8% (57) 26.5% (41) 18.7% (29) 18.1% (28) 155

Informal discussion with any 

member of the Library Steering 

Committee
63.2% (98) 10.3% (16) 8.4% (13) 18.1% (28) 155

Prior to the recent messages 

bracketing the Council's Oct. 19th 

approval of the Library 

Committee's recommendation, what 

was your state of awareness on 

this issue?

25.8% (40) 35.5% (55) 31.0% (48) 7.7% (12) 155

You are welcome to add comments: 

 
28

  answered question 155

  skipped question 0
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3. Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements regarding the current Atherton Library and 

Holbrook-Palmer Park:

  Strongly Disagree Disagree No opinion Agree Strongly Agree
Response 

Count

I like the Atherton Library small and 

quaint the way it is
11.8% (18) 17.6% (27) 20.3% (31) 29.4% (45) 20.9% (32) 153

I think the library would be better 

with a little more space
5.2% (8) 11.8% (18) 20.3% (31) 52.3% (80) 10.5% (16) 153

I think the library needs to be 

substantially larger
27.5% (42) 30.1% (46) 18.3% (28) 14.4% (22) 9.8% (15) 153

Passing trains are noisy and make 

the library difficult to use
24.8% (38) 37.3% (57) 16.3% (25) 11.8% (18) 9.8% (15) 153

I like Holbrook-Palmer Park the way 

it is
7.8% (12) 15.7% (24) 19.6% (30) 24.2% (37) 32.7% (50) 153

The park has enough activity and 

structures already
7.2% (11) 15.7% (24) 22.9% (35) 20.9% (32) 33.3% (51) 153

Adding a library to the park would 

add too much congestion
16.3% (25) 10.5% (16) 17.6% (27) 17.6% (27) 37.9% (58) 153

Replacing the Main House with a 

library is not the right thing for the 

park

15.0% (23) 5.9% (9) 17.6% (27) 17.6% (27) 43.8% (67) 153

You are welcome to add comments: 

 
36

  answered question 153

  skipped question 2
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4. Holbrook-Palmer Park was deeded to the Town of Atherton as a ''high class public recreation park'' with the original 

name of Holbrook-Palmer Recreation Park. The property was deeded with restrictions for it not to be used for commercial 

or housing purposes, ''except as may be strictly incidental and appropriate to its use as a public recreation park . . .'' (text 

excerpted from the Palmer Order-Will).

  Yes No opinion No
Response 

Count

Do you believe that a public library 

qualifies as a ''recreation'' use for a 

park?

28.8% (44) 16.3% (25) 54.9% (84) 153

You are welcome to add comments: 

 
31

  answered question 153

  skipped question 2
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5. Describe how much you or your family use the following town facilities:

  No use at all Infrequently Moderate use Frequently
Response 

Count

The Atherton library for its 

collections (books, videos) or 

events

20.4% (29) 35.2% (50) 26.8% (38) 17.6% (25) 142

The Atherton library for its 

computers
73.9% (105) 19.7% (28) 4.9% (7) 1.4% (2) 142

Holbrook-Palmer Park for its open 

space and paths
9.2% (13) 29.8% (42) 31.9% (45) 29.1% (41) 141

Holbook-Palmer Park for its fields 

and sports events
22.5% (32) 31.7% (45) 23.9% (34) 21.8% (31) 142

Main House, Pavilion or Carriage 

House for meetings or events
17.7% (25) 46.1% (65) 25.5% (36) 10.6% (15) 141

Atherton Town Center for any and 

all reasons
12.0% (17) 43.0% (61) 35.9% (51) 9.2% (13) 142

The Administration Building (with 

Police & Postal Annex)
5.6% (8) 45.1% (64) 31.0% (44) 18.3% (26) 142

Council Chambers (with Atherton 

Heritage Room)
27.5% (39) 42.3% (60) 23.9% (34) 6.3% (9) 142

Permit Center, Building Department 

or Public Works
25.9% (36) 41.7% (58) 25.9% (36) 6.5% (9) 139

Atherton Train Station & Parking Lot 40.0% (56) 40.0% (56) 15.0% (21) 5.0% (7) 140

You are welcome to add comments: 

 
25
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  answered question 142

  skipped question 13

6. Please provide your level of agreement with the following statements about other town facilities:

  Strongly Disagree Disagree No opinion Agree Strongly Agree
Response 

Count

Most town buildings are aged and in 

need of improvements
1.4% (2) 7.0% (10) 17.6% (25) 45.8% (65) 28.2% (40) 142

Some town structures are in 

violation of building codes
0.0% (0) 0.7% (1) 61.3% (87) 17.6% (25) 20.4% (29) 142

Departments using portables have 

a critical need to be addressed
2.1% (3) 11.3% (16) 26.2% (37) 34.8% (49) 25.5% (36) 141

The Town Center task force should 

evaluate solutions to all town 

building needs

4.9% (7) 7.0% (10) 6.3% (9) 30.3% (43) 51.4% (73) 142

The library should be included in the 

overall town center visioning 

process

10.4% (15) 7.6% (11) 4.2% (6) 25.7% (37) 52.1% (75) 144

The town could use better 

community meeting facilities
2.8% (4) 9.9% (14) 32.6% (46) 31.2% (44) 23.4% (33) 141

The Pavilion and Main House 

provide adequate meeting space 

within the park

5.6% (8) 12.6% (18) 22.4% (32) 39.9% (57) 19.6% (28) 143

A Master Plan would evaluate the 

needs of all town buildings and the 

park in an integrated and coherent 
7.7% (11) 4.9% (7) 3.5% (5) 25.9% (37) 58.0% (83) 143
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fashion

It makes sense for the Town 

Center and Library Committee to 

coordinate their efforts

7.7% (11) 3.5% (5) 6.3% (9) 21.8% (31) 60.6% (86) 142

The town needs a Master Plan 

before spending millions on a single 

new building

12.6% (18) 5.6% (8) 1.4% (2) 12.6% (18) 67.8% (97) 143

You are welcome to add comments: 

 
32

  answered question 144

  skipped question 11
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7. How long have you been a resident of Atherton?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

I am not an Atherton resident   0.0% 0

0 to 2 years 2.9% 4

3 to 10 years 15.8% 22

11 to 20 years 35.3% 49

21 to 30 years 20.1% 28

More than 30 years 25.9% 36

  answered question 139

  skipped question 16
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8. Which neighborhood of Atherton do you live in?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

1. Lindenwood (From Marsh Road 

to Ringwood Avenue, east of 

Middlefield)

22.3% 31

2. Center Atherton (Areas north 

of Marsh Road, areas between 

Middlefield and El Camino, 

including the Town Center area 

and the El Camino corridor, 

including homes west of El 

Camino, having R1-B zoning).

28.1% 39

3. Atherton North (Areas north of 

Atherton Avenue, east of Alameda 

de las Pulgas, not including the El 

Camino corridor homes)

15.1% 21

4. Menlo College: includes all 

college residences and apartments.
  0.0% 0

5. Atherton South (Areas south of 

Atherton Avenue, east of Alameda 

de las Pulgas and the R1-B zone 

south of Menlo College)

23.7% 33

6. West Atherton (Areas west of 

Alameda de las Pulgas)
9.4% 13

7. Not a current Atherton resident 1.4% 2

Your Street? 

 
69
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  answered question 139

  skipped question 16

9. Please take a moment to check all that might apply to you:

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Family, no children 14.0% 20

Family, school-aged children 42.0% 60

Children are grown 53.1% 76

Working full time 41.3% 59

Retired/semi-retired 38.5% 55

Love living in Atherton 83.9% 120

Live elsewhere part-time 4.9% 7

Member of Atherton committee 16.1% 23

Would like to see a new library 31.5% 45

I'd support a new Town Center 37.1% 53

I'd support a joint library/town 

center solution
52.4% 75

  answered question 143

  skipped question 12
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10. Thank you answering our questions. Please use this section to write whatever you would like to express anonymously 

about this survey, the library, or the library assessment process. 

 
Response 

Count

  55

  answered question 55

  skipped question 100
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Page 1, Q1.  Please provide your opinion on each of the following statements or questions:

1 Question #7 is leading (by saying limited).  Although the Council should make the final decision, it should be based on the
recommendation of the Steering Committee- which should be based on what the residents want. (Haven't they spoken to
several?)

Oct 27, 2011 12:16 PM

2 It is absolutely crazy to move the  Library to the Park at this time, it should remain where it is, have  to be nuts to move it
in this economic environment.

Oct 26, 2011 10:22 PM

3 We elected the Town Coucil to make decisions; it appointed a volunteer committe to look at the issues. We followed the
process and gave input. This should not be further delayed

Oct 26, 2011 1:15 PM

4 Use some of the surplus to put a multi use auditorum in the new town center. Have the library expand into the exisitng
council chambers if more room is needed.  Consider partnering with Menlo College.

Oct 26, 2011 6:19 AM

5 The town council members ran and were elected to deal with matters like this. Residents don't get to make decisions on
some matters and not others. The town has a governing body for this and if you want to be involved than you should run
for the position.

Oct 25, 2011 9:31 PM

6 I think the park is a great place to have the library and hope the process won't get stalled. Oct 25, 2011 8:23 PM

7 The same group is pushing their personal agendas on a town that needs to correct problems, not create more. Oct 25, 2011 3:30 PM

8 Your hidden agenda will be discovered.  Your interest in the library is entirely for the money it has and your attempt to
think any library money would be spent on the Town Center is foolish.

Oct 25, 2011 3:21 PM

9 In this economic environment, I do not think we should be building a new library.  In fact, I think the Menlo Park library is
nice and close enough for our residents to use it.

Oct 25, 2011 2:12 PM

10 The Town Council is "out-of-touch" with its Residents. All their actions cost Residents $$$!!!. Oct 25, 2011 2:06 PM

11 I believe a library serving the whole community would be a better use of park space than an expanded baseball field. Oct 25, 2011 12:29 PM

12 I think the Town Council should ultimately make the decision on the library but only after 1) the completion of a master
plan and 2) a full survey of the town residents

Oct 25, 2011 12:24 PM

13 i'm frankly confused by this whole issue. Why does a town as wealthy and progressive as Atherton need its own public
library? The Menlo Park library is excellent and it's within blocks of our town border. It doesn't matter if the money is
already raised, the pertinent point is do we really need this?

Oct 25, 2011 10:46 AM
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Page 1, Q1.  Please provide your opinion on each of the following statements or questions:

14 If the Main House and Pavilion in the park were redecorated, they would be more attractive and usable by the citizenry
and greater community.  The

Oct 25, 2011 10:41 AM

15 I find it amazing to have recently learned that the Library has a "RESERVE" of almost $6 million?  Have they been just
hording that amount?  Why haven't they used it to update the current building?

Oct 25, 2011 10:17 AM

16 The park is the perfect location Oct 25, 2011 10:15 AM

17 I think relocating the library to the park is a great idea.  It makes much more sense to use the existing site for other town
buildings.

Oct 25, 2011 9:29 AM

18 How come the library group never communicated to residents through the email list?  If they really wanted to get town
input they would have!

Oct 25, 2011 9:22 AM

19 Should Atherton even HAVE a library?  Master planning for the Town as a whole is better use of time and resources
now.Perhaps the money would be better used by Redwood City and/or Menlo Park.  Or perhaps a way could be found to
use that money for other, more urgent uses in the Town.

Oct 25, 2011 9:13 AM

20 Get over it and let our leaders lead!  If they err, vote them out!  You're trying to tie up the issue when you disagree.
Typical liberal politician!

Oct 25, 2011 9:09 AM

21 the city counsel should be ashamed of the manner in which this issue has been handled. They are trying to bully the
residents into accepting what likely is a  minority POV

Oct 25, 2011 9:09 AM

22 We have been hearing about the library for over a year. I'm tired of it and all the bickering - just put it in the park. It's the
best place, makes the most sense, and has the room. It's the community gathering place and a library is the perfect
addition. People who think all of a sudden a huge number of people will overwhelm the park are not being realistic. The
Main building is so old and useless but doesn't have any historic value. Great opportunity to tear it down.

Oct 25, 2011 8:52 AM

23 We don't need to rush into these projects, make errors, and further ruin our Town finances Oct 25, 2011 8:46 AM

24 a park and a library are a perfect pairing, better than a police/admin library pairing Oct 25, 2011 8:28 AM

25 This decision should be made by a vote from the community.  It is our tax dollars and we should decide how to spend
them.  Our town center is falling apart. I have no interest in building a library for use by other cities before we take care of
our own needs.

Oct 25, 2011 8:21 AM

26 The five members of the Steering Committee plus three council members do not represent the majority of our town Oct 25, 2011 8:00 AM
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Page 1, Q1.  Please provide your opinion on each of the following statements or questions:

residents on this issue.

27 I don't understand the rush to approve the library plan when so many people were uninformed and when there are so
many other issues to be addressed at the same time.

Oct 25, 2011 7:50 AM

28 Form must follow function.  A world class town center with library design will be based on state-of-the-art technology. Oct 25, 2011 7:31 AM

29 Atherton has wasted too much of our $$$ in the past and this could be another situation! Oct 25, 2011 7:12 AM

30 was under the impression that there always was a master plan for the town. Oct 25, 2011 6:58 AM

31 My I have a relocation map and any architectural info that is being considered.  What is the location and footprint
proposed to be taken at the park?  What is the main house used for now?  What wld be a realistic time frame for a master
plan to be completed?  and how much would such map cost?  Is there already an approval to make a master plan
regardless of this particular issue?

Oct 25, 2011 3:23 AM

32 The town residents have had so much information on this process it's just too much.  We don't have a need or the
resources to waste on more studies to appease special interests groups.

Oct 25, 2011 2:30 AM

33 Putting the library with the town center would be lovely.  A third site should be considered; combining the library with a
new town center across from the train station.  Loved the first architectural firms presentation of a town center building
and a library could be part of that.

Oct 24, 2011 11:18 PM

34 In effect the decision to move the library is beig made by the Town Council. A process was set up several years ago by
the duly elected Town Council to consider the choice of a preferred site. That process was followed and the results make
good sense. We do not have a Town Meeting type of government with all citizens voting on all issues. The Town's
citizens should recognize that further delay to deciding the 'preferred site', without a showing of a gross error , makes no
rational sense.

Oct 24, 2011 10:17 PM

35 I strongly think that the library should be updated and brought up to building standards.  Not moved or rebuilt nor
increased in size.

Oct 24, 2011 9:27 PM

36 Can the plans be put online to view? Oct 24, 2011 9:22 PM

37 A county facility should not be placed in HPP which was donated for the use of Atherton residents. Oct 24, 2011 9:06 PM

38 My understanding is that Prop 13 monies will be used for the library and that they are not avaiable for other projects. Oct 24, 2011 9:04 PM
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Page 1, Q1.  Please provide your opinion on each of the following statements or questions:

39 The Library Committee did exactly what the Town Council asked it to do -- recommend on of two sites. This survey and
your compaign impugn the hard work of a volunteer committee, which conducted countless meetings to which we all were
invited. Ms Fisher's cover letter "sets the stage" for the answer she wants. Furthermore, when she held office, she never
propsed that one of her projects be subject to a suvery of any kind, much less one drafted by a group with whom she
disagreed.

Oct 24, 2011 8:57 PM

40 No matter what the outcome, it is imperative that the building is green and one we can be proud to have represent us. Oct 24, 2011 8:57 PM

41 In these economic times, the money we have allocated for the Library should be reviewed by the town with alternative
uses for the funds. e.g. other town building in need of deferred maintenance

Oct 24, 2011 8:55 PM

42 Several of your questions are quite misleading, particularly the last one.  What does the "dire need of updating" many
town building have to do with the library.  It has its own funds and you claim not to have your eyes on them. As to Town
input,  that will come in the next phase -- design and size.  ALL space is limi8ted.  So what?  That is why planning is
important.

Oct 24, 2011 8:33 PM

43 This feels rushed/pushed through by a few residents who have been working on this w/o caring about the master plan. Oct 24, 2011 8:12 PM

44 I think we should invest in the other libraries in town and just retro-fit the current library building Oct 24, 2011 8:09 PM

45 It seems like a small group is trying to force the decision to move the library to HPP and I strongly object to this action.
The decision as to what to do regarding the library is too major for it to be rushed and hushed up like this.  I just found out
about this proposal towards the end of the summer and all of a sudden now, it's been decided, without sufficient forums
for voter input.  Both alternatives must be presented in a more comprehensive manner so we can make the best decision,
and must be made in the context of the Master Plan.  What's the rush????

Oct 24, 2011 8:09 PM

46 When we originally heard that there was going to be a committee that would look in to rebuilding the library, there was no
mention of possible alternate sites beyond the current site.  Thus we were completely surprised by the suggestion that
the new library would be anywhere else - very poor process on the part of the committee.  All the reasons I've heard for
having the library in the park are equivalent to having the whole town center in the park, but I didn't hear anything about
that mentioned by the library committee, which therefore sounds like a very self-serving committee that operated with
blinders and wanted to enact their own personal agenda.  It is also very unseemly to say that we need to act fast on a
new library when the need for new police and administration far outstrips the need for a new library - the town center
should be determined first, and any library plans should wait until after the town center is approved by a majority of
residents!

Oct 24, 2011 7:50 PM
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Page 1, Q2.  Were you personally informed about or participate in any of the following ''community input'' phases conducted by the Library Steering
Committee:

1 They shouldn't do anything unitl we know the state of the High Speed Rail. Oct 27, 2011 12:16 PM

2 If you decide to move the Library i will campaign and spent money against you. Oct 26, 2011 10:22 PM

3 This is important to our children and family, so we took the time to inform ourselves and give our views. Oct 26, 2011 1:15 PM

4 I have had conversations and knew they preferred the park but they didn't seem interested in hearing a different side! Oct 25, 2011 3:30 PM

5 This is a very biased survey. Oct 25, 2011 3:21 PM

6 I was informed of these items because our family regularly uses the library - 1-2 times per week. Oct 25, 2011 12:29 PM

7 see above comment - there seem to be many more pressing issues for Atherton to support than a new library. How many
people use the library now? I've never even visited it. My kids all used the Menlo Park library and it was sufficient.

Oct 25, 2011 10:46 AM

8 I was apalled by the City Council majority's unwillingness to respond to citizen's appeals for further study.  It seemed to
me that their mind was made up, based on what they wanted to happen and no amount of citizen's voices would change
it.  These Council members represent themselves, not the will of the people.

Oct 25, 2011 10:41 AM

9 Our watchdog, Charles, gets pounded and the next thing you know, the cats are out of the bag! Oct 25, 2011 10:17 AM

10 I don't see such openness with the town center plans Oct 25, 2011 10:15 AM

11 Why would the committee do a survey with this much importance for one month?  Did that get sent to the town email list?
I never saw it?

Oct 25, 2011 9:22 AM

12 We were out of the country July 2010 - August 2011. Oct 25, 2011 9:20 AM

13 Whether warranted or fair conclusion, this issue SEEMS a boondoggle, and at least in 'Atherton terms,' a fairly
considerable one.

Oct 25, 2011 9:13 AM

14 Be done with it. Oct 25, 2011 8:52 AM

15 Council and all the committees do not have a coherent, timely, redundant communications plan with the residents. Oct 25, 2011 8:48 AM

16 Do we know if there is less use of libraries, as a result of computer availability such as the I Pad?  Look at how much
money has been spent rebuilding local schools, don't they have libraries?

Oct 25, 2011 8:46 AM
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Page 1, Q2.  Were you personally informed about or participate in any of the following ''community input'' phases conducted by the Library Steering
Committee:

17 i use the library, am a friend of the library and follow library issues Oct 25, 2011 8:28 AM

18 I was vaguely aware that there was a Library Committee that was planning renovations to the library.  I had *no idea* that
moving the library was part of their allowed scope of changes.

Oct 25, 2011 7:50 AM

19 Data are critical.  Benchmarking other libraries and town centers is critical for data-based opinions. Oct 25, 2011 7:31 AM

20 My impression of this issue is that of a situation where something is trying to be pushed through ahead of any negative
public comment.  I find this surprising considering the history of Councilperson McKeithen's history of following due
process.  In reading about this, I am reminded of a time 12-13 years ago when then Town Manager Don Guluzzy ran into
much opposition over the same type of issue regarding city buildings.  Again, it is my impression that a few of the same
people who so strongly opposed Guluzzy's plan are now in favor of getting this new issue through without the proper
public comment.  Has there been a study on how the park may be impacted by the addition of a library?  Has the park
charter been studied to find out if such a building would be in compliance with the conditions under which the property
was given to the town?

Oct 25, 2011 5:54 AM

21 Whether  one has chosen or not to particapate, does not take away from the legitimacy of the process, which was set up
by the Council. To me these questions in #2 don't have much relevance to the Council's vote.

Oct 24, 2011 10:17 PM

22 A full survey of the needs of all the city buildings should be done and priority given to those in the greatest need of
renovation.  The town library is quaint and serves the needs of my family.  We have been going there for over 20 years
and love the size, the services it provides and it's small town feel.  I don't support building a bigger one.  If I need to do
research, I order the books from the library system and/ or go to the Menlo Park Library.  With computers and Kindle type
systems, a large building to hold books is unnecessary.

Oct 24, 2011 9:27 PM

23 The library committee did a great job of communicating, with mailers, a banner at Marsh & Middlefield and proactive
outreach. By contrast I saw none of this by the recent Town Center task force.

Oct 24, 2011 8:57 PM

24 I agree as I took a non scientific survey....most people were afraid to disagree with the discenters. Oct 24, 2011 8:57 PM

25 the town should stop trying to get the money from the library for other the town center project Oct 24, 2011 8:52 PM

26 Who even knew the Library Committee had this much money.  Is the Art Committee money being blended? Oct 24, 2011 8:32 PM

27 I would like to see us help Selby Lane School libraries and other libraries in the town. Oct 24, 2011 8:09 PM

28 The library committee should have communicated its radical suggestion to move the library location far earlier in the Oct 24, 2011 7:50 PM
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Page 1, Q2.  Were you personally informed about or participate in any of the following ''community input'' phases conducted by the Library Steering
Committee:

process, instead of presenting a fiat accompli at the very end and demanding an instant vote!  This is bad politics that
poisons Atherton's civic process.



22 of 48



23 of 48

Page 2, Q3.  Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements regarding the current Atherton Library and Holbrook-Palmer
Park:

1 I agree the library could use a bigger meeting space but I really think it should be shared with town administration and not
be way off in the park

Oct 26, 2011 11:35 PM

2 "Earthquake-prone, noisy and crowded" better describe the current library than "small and quaint." If liking H-P Park "the
way it is" means no change there, including not even considering it for a Library, then we disagree.

Oct 26, 2011 1:22 PM

3 I feel that our library is perfect for Atherton...we are surrounded by larger available libraries if necessary i.e Menlo Park,
Stanford, Redwood City

Oct 26, 2011 9:38 AM

4 The space required for parking for library  needs to be considered Oct 26, 2011 8:00 AM

5 The Main House is a waste of space and a library would be much more useful. Oct 25, 2011 8:26 PM

6 Why can't the library buy the property right next door that is now for sale, if they want to expand? Oct 25, 2011 3:33 PM

7 Many of these statements can't properyly be answered by a simple check in a box. A poorly prepared survey. Oct 25, 2011 3:26 PM

8 I need information to be informed on these issues.  I have no idea when the decision was made to move the library to
Holbrook Palmer park.  I think the town has bigger issues to deal with than the rebuilding of the library.

Oct 25, 2011 2:14 PM

9 Congestion in the park occurs during drop off/pick times for the preschool and summer camps, as well as large group
events that have rented the park buildings.  I truly don't think that the 5-10 cars that library patrons might drive would
make ANY difference in congestion.

Oct 25, 2011 12:37 PM

10 Further study is needed to know the best use of the park. It is one of Atherton's most important assets and its future
should not be decided by a small group with very little input and study.

Oct 25, 2011 10:58 AM

11 again, all these questions assume Atherton needs a library. Is this true? What evidence to we have to support that? Oct 25, 2011 10:48 AM

12 I don't love how built up the park already is! Why is there a school there?  We need more undeveloped space, not less! Oct 25, 2011 10:22 AM

13 The Main House is a difficult structure and has been proven almost useless Oct 25, 2011 10:20 AM

14 I'd like to see the library funds used for school libraries which are in MUCH greater need. Oct 25, 2011 9:56 AM

15 Does the library group have any representation by folks with kids playing sports?  Doesn't seem like it? Oct 25, 2011 9:27 AM
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Page 2, Q3.  Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements regarding the current Atherton Library and Holbrook-Palmer
Park:

16 I would be less averse to just having H-P Park an outdoor, 'open-space' facility. Oct 25, 2011 9:18 AM

17 We have access to the Menlo Park library and there is absolutely no need for Atherton to duplicate. The $ could be much
more wisely spent

Oct 25, 2011 9:11 AM

18 I think a vibrant town community/gathering center PO, police, admin, Starbucks, libry would enhance community Oct 25, 2011 8:51 AM

19 How do we know that our currdnt Library is turning people away?  Do we know who is using our current Library? Oct 25, 2011 8:49 AM

20 the park should be for the use of rresident, not a rental facility Oct 25, 2011 8:31 AM

21 Placement of the library where the main house is does NOT take away any recreational space with the park. Oct 25, 2011 8:19 AM

22 I don't know whether having the library in the park would be good or bad, but saying that the plan is a result of a 3-year
process and we had plenty of time to give our input is blatantly untrue.

Oct 25, 2011 7:52 AM

23 This survey section mixes two issues.  The best fully community integrated state-of-the-art technology library might be
smaller.  How can we increase community usage of Holbrook-Palmer Park?

Oct 25, 2011 7:40 AM

24 LEAVE the main house alone!!!! Oct 25, 2011 7:13 AM

25 Poorly written and biased questions. Oct 25, 2011 2:33 AM

26 This Survey has many leading questions and appears to be being set up to allow those who want to try to use the Library
funds as seed money for the Town Center project to have another 'bite at the apple'.

Oct 24, 2011 10:18 PM

27 I love our cute library just the way it is.  However, if it needs to be upgraded for safety reasons, I support that. Oct 24, 2011 9:38 PM

28 I feel much of the space at the park has been taken up by sports most of the year.  I think we need to presere open space
for people to be able to enjoy walks, picnicing, relaxing, etc...  I also think more space needs to be designated for the
Arts.

Oct 24, 2011 9:26 PM

29 Ifell the safety going and coming from the park is dangerous, especially on bike or walking. Oct 24, 2011 9:07 PM

30 The phrasing of all of the above questions reflects the biases of the author, and is far from even-handed. Oct 24, 2011 9:05 PM

31 THere is NOTHING special about the existing house, plus godzilla brides get to control acitivities from May thru October. Oct 24, 2011 8:59 PM
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Page 2, Q3.  Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements regarding the current Atherton Library and Holbrook-Palmer
Park:

32 This is the most one-sided survey I have ever seen.  You answer your own questions and show a definite prejudice. Oct 24, 2011 8:37 PM

33 Is there some reason that Atherton residents can't avail themselves of the large downtown Redwood City Library or that
of Menlo Park if they want something large scale?

Oct 24, 2011 8:34 PM

34 There are major-sized libraries in Menlo Park and Redwood City if space is the issue.  Let's determine exactly what is the
purpose of a library for Atherton and what we want to do with it before we rush ahead and build something that's "bigger
and better".  Bigger does NOT necessarily mean better.  It should be the right-size for our community needs.  Let's make
sure we understand them better before we decide what and where the building should be.

Oct 24, 2011 8:16 PM

35 I would like the see the park add more park and rec stuff (e.g., fixing tennis courts, adding a real softball area, adding dog
park) but do not put the library there

Oct 24, 2011 8:11 PM

36 Our park should be preserved as a place for outdoor activities for Atherton residents to enjoy with their children and pets.
It's a park!  Taking up valuable open space to put up more buildings and parking take away from our ability to use it for it's
intended purpose, outdoor activities!

Oct 24, 2011 7:50 PM
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Page 2, Q4.  Holbrook-Palmer Park was deeded to the Town of Atherton as a ''high class public recreation park'' with the original name of Holbrook-
Palmer Recreation Park.  The property was deeded with restrictions for it not to be used for commercial or housing purposes, ''except as may be strictly
incidental...

1 We believe that a libary in the park, which some of us can use while the kids are in sports, etc. enhances recreation.
Much better than the outside rentals which take up parking etc. when we go there for "quiet time."

Oct 26, 2011 1:22 PM

2 Why are you going after the library?  It would seem that a new library is long overdue and our present library is not
serving our needs.  Most communities would be overjoyed that they have the money to build a new one, yet here you are
trying to derail it.  You are giving the town a bad name and reputation and it will not bode well when it come time to raise
money for a new town center.  Instead of working together, you are stirring up division in the town.  You should be
ashamed,

Oct 26, 2011 12:09 PM

3 A library is a community building given the state of technology. It should be thought of as a place to congregate and
developed in a way that engenders community and recreation.

Oct 25, 2011 9:33 PM

4 A library would be a wonderful addition. Oct 25, 2011 8:26 PM

5 Where was the Committee's focus group on real recreational users of the park? Oct 25, 2011 3:33 PM

6 I don't agree that commerical wedding are appropriate for a public park. A library is. Olive Palmer thought a library was a
fine use of her park.

Oct 25, 2011 3:26 PM

7 I don't think that huge parties renting out the park and limiting public use are appropriate use either.  If you are going to
limit the park's use with this statement, then additional limits or restrictions on rentals should also be considered.

Oct 25, 2011 12:37 PM

8 yes, it could be interpreted that way particularly if it was modern and progress enough to include lots of technology Oct 25, 2011 10:48 AM

9 Wonder how much the Library Committee paid to get their legal "opinion"? Oct 25, 2011 10:22 AM

10 A great addition to the park Oct 25, 2011 10:20 AM

11 As long as it is a small footprint within the park (e.g. Cubberley in Palo Alto) Oct 25, 2011 9:54 AM

12 Ask any kid if a library is recreation!  It can only be thought of as recreation if you are over 50 and in ill health! Oct 25, 2011 9:27 AM

13 Define "recreation"!  Hang out? Oct 25, 2011 9:23 AM

14 I think the 'builders' of this 'library' really want a Town Center:  I see no necessity for this in Atherton at all. Oct 25, 2011 9:18 AM
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Page 2, Q4.  Holbrook-Palmer Park was deeded to the Town of Atherton as a ''high class public recreation park'' with the original name of Holbrook-
Palmer Recreation Park.  The property was deeded with restrictions for it not to be used for commercial or housing purposes, ''except as may be strictly
incidental...

15 Politicians need an english class Oct 25, 2011 8:51 AM

16 libraries are for all, for recreation and education Oct 25, 2011 8:31 AM

17 Two independent lawyers have reviewed the "restrictions" under which the park was deeded, and have found that library
is a perfectly acceptable recreation use...

Oct 25, 2011 8:19 AM

18 The independent lawyer wrote an opinion that putting a library in the park does not conflict with any part of the will. Oct 25, 2011 8:19 AM

19 There is a preschool - that is commercial NOT recreation Oct 25, 2011 7:45 AM

20 Some people pursue knowledge for recreation. Oct 25, 2011 7:40 AM

21 LEAVE the library where it is!!! Oct 25, 2011 7:13 AM

22 moving the library to the park means that controlling the general public's use of the facilities in not possible and thereby
making such a library much more of a commercial operation

Oct 25, 2011 7:01 AM

23 It's a good way to encourage usage and conforms to the stated requirements of the will. Oct 25, 2011 2:33 AM

24 Again, this is a leading question; I believe this question does not give the full story of how the grantors felt about the
possibility of a Library in the Park.

Oct 24, 2011 10:18 PM

25 How does the City Manager live at the park if there isn't supposed to be any housing? Oct 24, 2011 10:14 PM

26 A park should be a place where you can walk/play and enjoy the outside.  Plus, take advantage of the facilities (tennis,
swings, club type house for functions).  A library shouldn't replace the heritage club house nor take away valuable land.

Oct 24, 2011 9:38 PM

27 Watch the documentary "Art of the Steeal" about changing a will. Oct 24, 2011 9:07 PM

28 You seem to equate "recreation" with "sport" or other physical activity. To many, re-creation includes reading and
reflection, exactly the activities which libraries foster. ents from the descendants of Ms  Palmer that favor such a library.

Oct 24, 2011 9:05 PM

29 Brides control who else can enjoy the park as can GOOGLE and other special interests. Oct 24, 2011 8:59 PM

30 Certaininly weddings and corporate events are NOT recreational! Oct 24, 2011 8:37 PM
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Page 2, Q4.  Holbrook-Palmer Park was deeded to the Town of Atherton as a ''high class public recreation park'' with the original name of Holbrook-
Palmer Recreation Park.  The property was deeded with restrictions for it not to be used for commercial or housing purposes, ''except as may be strictly
incidental...

31 Let's keep it a park.  I find it interesting that there is objection to expanding the use of the park's playing fields for uses like
Little League, which is truly recreational, but the town thinks it's ok to embark on a major building project which will bring
major construction vehicles/personnel to the park for at least a year.  Just think what that will do to the recreational
aspects of the park.  I typically walk the park perimeter many times a week, and construction along with the subsequent
increase in traffic will certainly compromise the quality of my recreational time going forward.  Let's not rush into this
project so quickly.

Oct 24, 2011 8:16 PM
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Page 3, Q5.  Describe how much you or your family use the following town facilities:

1 We'd use our library more if there was more space, separation of one activity from another (such as computers vs. desks
vs. chairs for reading)

Oct 26, 2011 1:31 PM

2 We would use the library much more if it were up to date and had more to offer.  As it is, we are forced to go to other
libraries to find what we want, particularly for children and teenagers.

Oct 26, 2011 12:24 PM

3 You on the town center committee seem to really have it out for the library.  Why don't you do even a modicum of the
outreach they did and see if people want a new town center before you start getting designs?  What is your agenda?

Oct 26, 2011 12:14 PM

4 One gets the feeling there is an intent to keep town facilities decrepit. Why hasn't any of this money gone towards fixing
the library seismically?

Oct 25, 2011 3:37 PM

5 Again, a poor survey. Biased and not gathering impartial information. Oct 25, 2011 3:30 PM

6 When we were remodeling our home, we used the Permit center and building department. Oct 25, 2011 2:18 PM

7 A new town Center, including the library could be a wounderful thing for Atherton for decades.  Not addressing this issue,
will likely leave the town behind many other municipalities in public spaces.  A huge new library with its costs and upkeep
will make the town a service provider for the larger community with little use for the town's business and staff.

Oct 25, 2011 11:03 AM

8 the town "facility" that I've tried to use the most often is the town website. It's dramatically improved over the past versions
but it could be much better. Considering where we live, it's a remarkable oversight. Here's some examples of good town
sites http://www.huntersville.org/ and http://www.cabq.gov/.  Also here's a study about e-government that's worth
reviewing  http://www.insidepolitics.org/egovt01city.html

Oct 25, 2011 10:57 AM

9 The Town Center is not a proper place for a library Oct 25, 2011 10:25 AM

10 I do like the current library location but I agree it needs renovating.  That would probably cost a lot less then a brand new
fancy building.  Who will pay for its upkeep?

Oct 25, 2011 9:58 AM

11 Would use more if there was a coffee shop or public plaza, as it is a nice, close walk! Oct 25, 2011 9:32 AM

12 The station had meaning when the train stopped. Oct 25, 2011 8:55 AM

13 When I was younger, I used all these facilities more often Oct 25, 2011 8:54 AM

14 occasional post office use, that's all Oct 25, 2011 8:36 AM
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Page 3, Q5.  Describe how much you or your family use the following town facilities:

15 The library has NO business being located with the Admin and Police departments. Oct 25, 2011 8:24 AM

16 It would be nice if the train actually stopped at Atherton on weekdays. Oct 25, 2011 7:54 AM

17 We visit the Town Center administration purposes.  If the library were an integrated state-of-the-art facility, we would
include the library on our visits.

Oct 25, 2011 7:46 AM

18 Historically, before retirement, I used the train station parking lot every week day for my commute to San Francisco. Oct 24, 2011 10:20 PM

19 We used to use the park and library weekly when our family was young.  I hope to use it again with grandchildren. Oct 24, 2011 9:47 PM

20 I have enjoyed the fields for jogging, walks, and family gatherings. Oct 24, 2011 9:37 PM

21 I love taking the train.  Wish it would stop more often. Oct 24, 2011 9:10 PM

22 It would be GREAT to have one child at a sports practice and another at the library.  This is exactly how we use Menlo
Park's Burges Park.

Oct 24, 2011 9:07 PM

23 I walk around the town ALOT.  We have no Town Center, may in the future, but I can't pay for it! Oct 24, 2011 9:03 PM

24 Can't use the train station now, which is unfortunate.  There's no other reason to park there. Oct 24, 2011 8:36 PM

25 Love taking the train to the city and would like its use more frequently Oct 24, 2011 7:17 PM
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Page 3, Q6.  Please provide your level of agreement with the following statements about other town facilities:

1 We don't spend much time at the town center, so don't have an opinion about it. If the "visioning," "coordination' and
Master Plan described in the questions means futher delay in the library process, then we're against them. The library
has been studied over and over again. If we have the money to build a new one, l'd like to get on with it so it can benefit
our kids by the time they get to middle school.

Oct 26, 2011 1:31 PM

2 What does a library have to do with a town center?  They have their own money.  They have done their own work.  Is this
some sort of jealousy or attempt to get their money?

Oct 26, 2011 12:14 PM

3 The town isn't spending the money on the library.  The funds are already there. Oct 26, 2011 10:10 AM

4 More people have to step up to participate, or the same group will invade the Master Plan process and use that for their
agenda.

Oct 25, 2011 3:37 PM

5 This is another attempt to grab the money from the library for the Town Center. You are not being honest. Oct 25, 2011 3:30 PM

6 The bigger picture seems so obvious.  Not involving all the citizenry in this decision and planing is a mistake with huge
consequencies for decades to come.

Oct 25, 2011 11:03 AM

7 included in the Master Plan should be the town's web presence and citizen connectivity. The more use you make of the
internet and social networks, the less you will need buildings.

Oct 25, 2011 10:57 AM

8 By the time the new Library was built if this should happen~ it would be outdated. Oct 25, 2011 10:52 AM

9 The Library money is for the library, not the Town Center Oct 25, 2011 10:25 AM

10 McKeithen and Dobbie claim the town has no funding so why aren't they trying to claw back on the Library's allocation,
which it clearly doesn't need!!

Oct 25, 2011 10:24 AM

11 A new library is a low priority. Oct 25, 2011 9:59 AM

12 Could not agree more with all of the above statements Oct 25, 2011 9:58 AM

13 The funds to rebuild the library are designated funds that cannot be used for any other purpose.  Thus, it is a different
siutation from the planning/fundraising needed to rebuild the other town's buildings.  We shouldn't delay the library
expansion until a Master Plan is completed.

Oct 25, 2011 9:37 AM

14 Why is it McKeithen and Dobbie can't seem to do the right thing (like get the town center fixed up) but they are knee deep
in building a too-big library?

Oct 25, 2011 9:32 AM
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Page 3, Q6.  Please provide your level of agreement with the following statements about other town facilities:

15 Why can't the Town administrative center get more up to date, 'earthquake-ready' portables for use instead of demanding
another multimillion dollar building spree? Such capital spending needs to be addressed in the context of ALL the issues
in Town anyway rather than just a piecemeal project by project course that comes out of some Staff want list, or pressure
from certain residents to build stuff.

Oct 25, 2011 9:24 AM

16 Amen to a "Master Plan" - very hard to believe that the Council would have proceeded without one. This is Smart
Business Practices 101 !!

Oct 25, 2011 9:14 AM

17 Enough talking about this. Everyone has commented. Oct 25, 2011 8:56 AM

18 Work together intelligently with a unified vision. We need leaders with vision who can actually lead, not dictate. Oct 25, 2011 8:55 AM

19 master plan of three sites not necessary, library should not be built as part of an admin center Oct 25, 2011 8:36 AM

20 Now that the library's Preferred location is in the Park, there are "only two buildings" in the Town Center ............... why
should the town spend ANY money to do a Master Plan for only 2 buildings?  After two architectural firms provided  "Pro
Bono" schematic plans for a new Town Center, how can the Town consider spending any money on a Master Plan?   A
Master Plan is NOT needed.

Oct 25, 2011 8:24 AM

21 The design for a town center with an integrated library must thoroughly analyze high technology and ubiquitous access. Oct 25, 2011 7:46 AM

22 The town doesn't have the money to do what the authors want which appears to be delay and spend more money.
People are being laid off. Let's get this done now and stop the delay tactics.

Oct 25, 2011 2:37 AM

23 Coordination can easily be accomplished without halting progress to do a Master Plan. The "Master Plan" is a red herring. Oct 24, 2011 10:20 PM

24 A master plan with cost and a minumum 5-10 year plan is a must.  This will include a phased approach to improving the
buildings based on need.

Oct 24, 2011 9:47 PM

25 I would like to learn more about the needed maintenance to the existing buildings. Oct 24, 2011 9:37 PM

26 The suggested "Master Plan" is a transparent  ploy to delay the work underway on the new Library, and an attempt by
some to divert the funds which are set aside for Library use only. We have had seemingless endless studies of the Town
Center -- Mr. Marsala's Blue Ribbon Task Force; the more recent Town Center effort involving Mr. Carlsen and Ms.
Lewis.  Their work on the Town Center should not be allowed to derail the hard work already done on the Library.

Oct 24, 2011 9:14 PM

27 A coordinated effort is vital and needs to have input from the town residents. Oct 24, 2011 9:10 PM
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Page 3, Q6.  Please provide your level of agreement with the following statements about other town facilities:

28 The town is not spending money on the library which has funds that can only be spent on a library and its surrounds.  If
the library doesn't go in the park then going in the town center makes more sense than a long skinny building with
difficulty being green.

Oct 24, 2011 9:03 PM

29 Library funding is separate from any funding for town admin buildings Oct 24, 2011 8:52 PM

30 Who chose the architects? Oct 24, 2011 8:36 PM

31 A PORTION OF OUR TAX MONEY IS EARMARKED FOR THE LIBRARY ONLY Oct 24, 2011 8:26 PM

32 I don't think the town needs a new town center in this economic climate.  The library is a separate issue. Oct 24, 2011 7:53 PM
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Page 4, Q8.  Which neighborhood of Atherton do you live in?

1 Mount Vernon Oct 27, 2011 5:02 PM

2 Heather Oct 27, 2011 12:21 PM

3 spencer Oct 26, 2011 9:49 PM

4 clay drive Oct 26, 2011 8:40 PM

5 Atherton Avenue Oct 26, 2011 5:25 PM

6 Stern Lane Oct 26, 2011 9:46 AM

7 Stockbridge Ave. Oct 26, 2011 9:13 AM

8 Emilie Oct 26, 2011 6:23 AM

9 Fredrick Avenue Oct 25, 2011 9:35 PM

10 Moulton Drive Oct 25, 2011 6:09 PM

11 Edwards Lane Oct 25, 2011 6:09 PM

12 irving Oct 25, 2011 4:01 PM

13 Selby Oct 25, 2011 3:42 PM

14 SELBY LANE Oct 25, 2011 3:00 PM

15 Maple Avenue Oct 25, 2011 2:07 PM

16 Maple Ave Oct 25, 2011 1:36 PM

17 Irving Ave Oct 25, 2011 12:40 PM

18 Leon Way Oct 25, 2011 12:28 PM

19 Fennwood Drive Oct 25, 2011 11:33 AM
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Page 4, Q8.  Which neighborhood of Atherton do you live in?

20 Alejandra Oct 25, 2011 11:08 AM

21 Selby Lane Oct 25, 2011 10:56 AM

22 Atherton Avenue Oct 25, 2011 10:46 AM

23 Burns Avenue Oct 25, 2011 10:43 AM

24 Isabella Oct 25, 2011 10:34 AM

25 Kilroy Way Oct 25, 2011 10:01 AM

26 65 Wilburn Ave Oct 25, 2011 9:59 AM

27 Middlefield Road Oct 25, 2011 9:41 AM

28 Linda Vista Avenue Oct 25, 2011 9:38 AM

29 Larch Drive Oct 25, 2011 9:28 AM

30 MacBain Avenue Oct 25, 2011 9:28 AM

31 Encina Oct 25, 2011 9:22 AM

32 Maple Oct 25, 2011 9:18 AM

33 Odell Place Oct 25, 2011 9:15 AM

34 Lupin Lane Oct 25, 2011 9:01 AM

35 Cowell Lane Oct 25, 2011 8:58 AM

36 hawthorn Oct 25, 2011 8:46 AM

37 Robleda Oct 25, 2011 8:33 AM

38 Tuscaloosa Oct 25, 2011 7:56 AM
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Page 4, Q8.  Which neighborhood of Atherton do you live in?

39 lilac Oct 25, 2011 7:56 AM

40 Walnut Oct 25, 2011 7:54 AM

41 Park Lane Oct 25, 2011 7:50 AM

42 Edwards Oct 25, 2011 7:27 AM

43 Selby Oct 25, 2011 7:08 AM

44 31 Linda Vista Oct 25, 2011 6:22 AM

45 Atherton Avenue Oct 25, 2011 6:06 AM

46 Lloyden Oct 25, 2011 6:01 AM

47 Karen Way Oct 24, 2011 10:27 PM

48 Catalpa Dr. Oct 24, 2011 10:23 PM

49 Fletcher Oct 24, 2011 10:03 PM

50 Camino al Lago Oct 24, 2011 9:53 PM

51 Euclid Avenue Oct 24, 2011 9:46 PM

52 Austin Avenue Oct 24, 2011 9:42 PM

53 Elena Ave. Oct 24, 2011 9:41 PM

54 Moulton Drive Oct 24, 2011 9:16 PM

55 Patricia Drive Oct 24, 2011 9:11 PM

56 Mount Vernon Lane Oct 24, 2011 9:07 PM

57 Stockbridge Oct 24, 2011 9:00 PM
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Page 4, Q8.  Which neighborhood of Atherton do you live in?

58 greenoaks drive Oct 24, 2011 8:59 PM

59 Fletcher Drive Oct 24, 2011 8:57 PM

60 Winchester Oct 24, 2011 8:38 PM

61 28 yrs on Catalpa Oct 24, 2011 8:30 PM

62 HEATHER DRIVE Oct 24, 2011 8:26 PM

63 Atherton Ave Oct 24, 2011 8:23 PM

64 Selby Lane Oct 24, 2011 8:14 PM

65 15 Cowell Lane Oct 24, 2011 8:00 PM

66 Walnut Oct 24, 2011 7:57 PM

67 Wilburn Ave Oct 24, 2011 7:52 PM

68 McCormick Lane Oct 24, 2011 7:42 PM

69 Patricia Drive Oct 24, 2011 7:23 PM
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Page 4, Q10.  Thank you answering our questions. Please use this section to write whatever you would like to express anonymously about this survey,
the library, or the library assessment process. 

1 The Park is far more important than the library, we need more park facilities, the Library is seldom used and is just fine in
its' curent location.

Oct 26, 2011 10:28 PM

2 How this wealthy, town full of intelligent people has gotten into this mess is beyond comprehension. Oct 26, 2011 6:32 PM

3 You;re welcome. Some of these questions seemed "loaded," and it's too bad that this survey isn't more even-handed. We
do need a new library, and having it in the Park will be great for our family, so we can take advantage of the multiple
activities which go on there.

Oct 26, 2011 1:36 PM

4 Yes, our family would love to see a new library in the park where we could go as a family and particpate in a variety of
events.  I have to say if you want a new town center as well, this is the wrong way to go about it by questioning the library
efforts.  People are bound to question the town center next and will not want to contribute or see it built.

Oct 26, 2011 12:26 PM

5 Leave the library alone.  They hjave done an excellent job and a new library can be a tribute to Atherton as well as get
the ball rolling for a new town center.  Think positively.

Oct 26, 2011 12:15 PM

6 I spend time at the Atherton Library with my grandchildren and we all enjoy and appreciate it. Oct 26, 2011 9:46 AM

7 Council shoulld stop this process. There is not enough support for this. Oct 26, 2011 6:23 AM

8 It's not the Middle East!  Let's get together on this one. Oct 25, 2011 7:52 PM

9 How come in the almanac's editorial Tom Gibbony sounds like he's a member of the Library Committee, using the same
arguments they do?  Is this Editor connected with that committee?

Oct 25, 2011 3:42 PM

10 We should look at the need for a new library.  It seems to me that the town is out of touch with the economy. Oct 25, 2011 2:20 PM

11 Don't trust Town Council to do anything properly or cost effective based on all past performances. Oct 25, 2011 2:19 PM

12 Taking a survey is an excellent Idea.  Much work has gone into these projects individually but there is no master plan for
the town.  There is a master plan for the park and the last time I checked it did not include a two story library.  There are
other issues that have not been considered like the request to put in an enhanced little league field, high speed rail,
parking, traffic.  We do not want another situation like the traffic & parking problems created by the expansion of Encinal
school.  thanks for doing this!

Oct 25, 2011 1:36 PM

13 I think this process of pushing forward with the Library in the Park is a travestry perpatrated on the citizenry of Atherton by
a small self centered group of politicians motivated by a committment to their own agenda.  It should not be allowed in a

Oct 25, 2011 11:08 AM
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Page 4, Q10.  Thank you answering our questions. Please use this section to write whatever you would like to express anonymously about this survey,
the library, or the library assessment process. 

representative government.

14 this is a good first step in moving Atherton city government into the new century. A little late, but it's a start. I don't
personally the issue is buildings but rather a discussion and plan for the proper, efficient and most accessible form of city
government. That might require some updated buildings, but it also most certainly requires updates use of the web, email
and social networks. I'm happy to work with a group that embraces that type of future and can be reached at
christopher@firstofseven.com (absolutely no interest in the current building debate though)

Oct 25, 2011 11:01 AM

15 The main house carriage and the Pavillion brings in much needed revenue., This is somethng that is not completey
broken down. I even enjoy seeing the water tower and knwoing it's history. Folks such a Jen Merrill / etc. are iconic to this
park ~  would hate to see it all go by the board.

Oct 25, 2011 10:56 AM

16 If the park is selected for the library, I would assume that any seismic upgrading of the present site would NOT be
covered under the library funds and would need to be paid for out of Town funds.

Oct 25, 2011 10:43 AM

17 Seems like this whole thing has been in stealth mode and just burst out. Funny how all community input happened over
the summer, when we're all away.  Also, I find the timing on this project with respect to Charles departure is really
interesting, as he was the only one to push back on the inside elite (McKeithen, Dobbies, Oster, etc.). All of a sudden,
there's a pot of gold that no one knew about before. Widmer seemed to disagree but somehow (possibly the upcoming
Mayor votes) he got "convinced" to support this scheme.  I am really tired of the McKeithen reign of terror.  Can we ever
recover?

Oct 25, 2011 10:34 AM

18 I think the Library Committee has been open and honest, I can't say the same for the Town Center Task Force. Oct 25, 2011 10:29 AM

19 I support an IMPROVED Town Center - not necessarily a NEW Town Center. Oct 25, 2011 10:01 AM

20 The real issue to focus on is not the library, it is the outrageous increases in rates that are proposed year after year for
our garbage and recycling collection.  Protect our economic interests, vote against the rate increases for Recology.-

Oct 25, 2011 9:41 AM

21 I read that Council member McKeithen was on the Library Committee and Dobbie's wife was a member.  Shouldn't that
be reason that they recuse themselves from voting on such a big project as council members?

Oct 25, 2011 9:34 AM

22 Master Planning is a longer-term, quieter process than erecting a building and calling it 'Progress.'  And of course, a
Master Plan is not a magic solution in every regard either. However, to me it is essential so that the Town does not to end
up with a mess.  And this is particularly so in difficult economic times.

Oct 25, 2011 9:28 AM

23 Great job on survey. Hard to believe that the  City Council lacked the willingness (or intelligence) to conduct a similar Oct 25, 2011 9:18 AM
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survey at the beginning of this process which has become more like a ridiculous TV soap opera.

24 Make a decision and get on with it.  The money can be used only for a library, so quit stalling! Oct 25, 2011 9:15 AM

25 When establishing a budget for our Town Center / Library, one shouldn't rely on donated funds...just because another
close by town was successful in doing this.  We need to see more financials for the projects, and not float more Bonds
and raise more taxes to complete goals being established.  There might be more important needs for our funds, such as
adequate reserves and police / Fire protection.

Oct 25, 2011 9:01 AM

26 Thanks for doing this. The Town needs to learn best practices in redundant, timely, effective communications with ALL
residents, not just the special interests.

Oct 25, 2011 8:58 AM

27 The Library fund has money for a new building. It cannot be co mingled with the rest of the plan. Delays costs money.
Stop delaying this project.

Oct 25, 2011 8:57 AM

28 wish i knew more about the town center and it's funding seems there's been no citizen input  about that, i meeting and 12
surveys years ago, the library should be built now after 3 years of study

Oct 25, 2011 8:46 AM

29 Stop this antagonism about the library being in the Town Center ..... leave the Council's decision alone ..... let the library
move forward with its plan for a library in the park where the main house currently stands.  Go try to raise money to build
a new town center using the "Pro Bono" designs provided by the 2 architectual firms.  Good luck.

Oct 25, 2011 8:29 AM

30 The process being used by the Steering committee and the three members of the council remind me of the process used
by High Speed Rail.  'Here's the solution don't bother bringing up reasons why it's not the best one'.

Oct 25, 2011 8:06 AM

31 Atherton needs representative and responsible government.  The arrogance of some Atherton Town Council members is
distressingly undemocratic.

Oct 25, 2011 7:50 AM

32 Just becasue the library has the money now doesnt mean they should make long term capital decisions in a vaccuum -
wo regard to the rest of town planning

Oct 25, 2011 7:48 AM

33 If the town requires other entities in the town to have a strategic master plan(think Sacred Heart, Menlo School, Menlo
College, Circus Club) and the town itself does not, that is poor management on the part of the council as well as the
manager and reflects extremely poor governance from all.  Has there ever been a master plan?  In this world today, how
the wise use our tax dollars is crucial.  Every penny has to be accounted for. How can the council lay off 13 permanent
staffers while giving the green light to a facility, which we all know will be much more expensive to build than anticipated,
that is part of the permanent govt facilities without some well thought out planning?

Oct 25, 2011 7:27 AM
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34 LEAVE the library alone and where it is!!! The park is great. Oct 25, 2011 7:16 AM

35 Do think the town center needs to be upgraded. Not sure the library is THE most important buildling to re-do. Would hate
to see the main house at Holbrook Palmer destroyed (next to the now- defunct train station, this has ALL the Atherton
Charm that's left). Does this mean that the park would be open later (after dark) to accommodate those want to use the
library in the evening? Children walking, playing in the park might be at risk, and certainly there will be unwanted
elements hanging around, since policing who should be there will be more difficult, with the library on site.

Oct 25, 2011 6:46 AM

36 We would like to see an integrated solution. Chris and Anita Joy Oct 25, 2011 6:22 AM

37 I feel very strongly that there has to be a Master Plan. Oct 25, 2011 6:06 AM

38 I hope those who want to delay the library understand the costs associated and are willing to personally fund their
recommendations:  ballot measure, additional staff time, TVM loss due to delay.

Oct 25, 2011 2:41 AM

39 Thought that the library and architects did not include the comments from the residents who wanted to keep the library in
it current place.  They help public meetings but had already decided they wanted the library in the park.

Oct 24, 2011 11:37 PM

40 The Town of Atherton needs a Master Plan. Oct 24, 2011 10:27 PM

41 I am reluctant to suggest the following, but I feel very skeptical about the motives of the group putting this Survey forward.
At the Town Council meeting on October 19th none of the individuals addressing the Council set out any rational reasons
to leave the Library where it is. Could it be there is a hope that the Library's funds will somehow help start the necessary
greater fund raising effort for the Town Center?

Oct 24, 2011 10:23 PM

42 We are a small town with a great community consisting of a park system and library that services us well.  We like the feel
of a quaint and charming town.  Please improve based on safety while keeping the size and configuration of the buildings
the same.  The voters should be able to vote on this large an issue and expenditure.  Thank you for letting us give you
input.  We appreciate your time and effort to make our town even better!

Oct 24, 2011 10:03 PM

43 The City Council member's vote to locate and build a new  library at Holbrook Palmer Park when over 300 residents
signed a petition requesting that a Master Plan be studied first was arrogant, and disrespectful of the citizenry that they
represent in this Town.  It is highly disappointing to see that the will of the people was totally ignored! One would have
thought that our elected Town officials would want to listen to the residents and be responsive to their concerns. It's the
democratic way! Additionally, the necessity for a Master Plan is a logical necessity for any Town to wisely make decisions
affecting major capital expenditures and the development of Town properties. There was no valid reason for the Council
to make there rushed decision while blatantly ignoring the strong voice of opposition from the people who elected them to

Oct 24, 2011 9:53 PM
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office! It was a demonstration of outrageously unprofessional, and unobjective behavior.  We need to elect people to
office next time with more integrity, honesty, and intelligence!

44 The Library assessment process was open, accessible and deliberate. By contrast, this survey is not neutral, but is filled
with "leading questions. " The accompanying email other materials distributed by Ms. Fisher are like political attack
pieces.  Of all people, it is interesting for Didi Fisher to characterize others as "a small group of insiders."  I will be
interested to see if my comments, and those of others who disagree with Ms. Fisher, will be made public if and when this
survey is collated and released

Oct 24, 2011 9:23 PM

45 Our community would be very well served to have our library located in our park! Oct 24, 2011 9:08 PM

46 I have no objection to a library in the town center, but I also understand the needs of a "Perfect" library which can be
accommodated in the park.  There are problems with it being in the park but there will also be problems with it being in
the town center.  Keeping it as is makes no sense.  I also understand that the money can only be used for a library (not a
town center), but it can enhance other areas.  The town center is a dream, it would like to be more than a dream, but my
$40,000 a year in taxes is more than I can afford and I most certainly don't want to pay $1000s more to satisfy a few
egos.

Oct 24, 2011 9:07 PM

47 I believe many of these questions were very slanted and would yield a specific response if one were not fully informed.  A
rather unfair survey..and too long

Oct 24, 2011 9:01 PM

48 I would like to see all proposals and their pros and cons.  I am completely open to the best possible plan for our
community.

Oct 24, 2011 8:57 PM

49 please take more time to reach out to more comunity members before deciding in the library. I think so far it has been
influenced by only a small group. Also, thus survey was wayyyy too long. I did it, but most people will give up 1/2 way
through.

Oct 24, 2011 8:54 PM

50 I have a passion for libraries - all libraries - and have been active in our Atherton library. Did not like the remodel of the
old library, but plans were mandated by the County. Don't think we need a 11,000 sq ft library in our small community. In
my opinion, we need to assess the needs of all groups who would like to expand their current usage of the Park before
allocating a large building and parking facilities to a county library. It is a private community park, used by adults and
youth of all ages for recreational activities.

Oct 24, 2011 8:50 PM

51 This is a biased survey with the opinion of the surveyor apparent throughout.  It lends itself to unclear responses and a
directionality preordained.

Oct 24, 2011 8:41 PM
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52 Let's take the time to "do it right"! Oct 24, 2011 8:20 PM

53 Please consider helping and supporting Selby Lane School Oct 24, 2011 8:14 PM

54 While I think the library committee started with the best of intentions, it is obvious from viewing the results from the
outside that they have strayed from taking the town's overall needs into consideration.  Especially considering their rush
to build.

Oct 24, 2011 7:57 PM

55 The process needs to be done for all buildings not two separate groups.  I feel that residents will not contribute to the
town center without the library included. Watch the movie about changing a will "The Art of the Steal" - reminds me of the
Park will.

Oct 24, 2011 7:23 PM


