
Draft letters to the editor 
 
************************************ 
 
Letter 1 – open space; office space 
 
Editor: 
 
As the community considers the initiative proposed to revise Menlo Park’s El Camino Real/Downtown 
Specific Plan, I hope everyone takes the time to become fully aware of all the facts before taking a 
position. The initiative supporters’ website, savemenlo.org, outlines that group’s concerns and the 
revisions that are proposed. The City has a neutral informational website about the initiative, 
menlopark.org/proposedinitiative, summarizing how the Specific Plan currently approaches these 
issues.  There, you can also learn about how the plan was created, the reasoning behind its elements, 
and the public process that was involved. 
 
I think it’s important to understand the initiative’s concerns with the Plan’s definition of open space, 
and about the discussions on this issue that already took place during the Plan’s creation, as well as 
the reasoning behind why the Plan uses that definition. Residents should learn about the proposed 
initiative’s issues related to the overall amount of office/non-residential space allowed, and about the 
Plan’s cap on total square footage of non-residential use. It’s also crucial to know some details about 
the two largest developments currently proposed under the Plan’s existing limitations - that 
information is on the City’s web page, menlopark.org/proposedinitiative. 
 
Please, take the time to learn and understand both sides of these issues so that you can take a 
position that is informed, educated, and balanced. 
 
Name, City 
 
********************************** 
Letter 2 – traffic 
 
Editor: 
 
The issue of traffic generated from new office development under the El Camino Real/Downtown 
Specific Plan has had a lot of discussion, both during the public process of the plan’s creation, and 
more recently with the proposed ballot measure intended to revise the plan. We can all agree that 
traffic is a concern for our community - I want to encourage people make the effort to learn the details 
about the developments and the resulting traffic issues before drawing conclusions. 
 
It should not be a surprise to anyone that the types of development the Specific Plan fosters will have 
an effect on traffic, noise, and air quality. This is documented in the plan’s EIR, and was publicly 
discussed at length during the public process. The proposed initiative (savemenlo.org) outlines 
concerns with traffic resulting from the developments that are currently proposed under the Specific 
Plan. In this context, it’s important for the community to learn about those concerns, and also about 
how the Specific Plan and its EIR attempt to address this issue. A lot of information about this is on 
the City’s web page at menlopark.org/proposedinitiative. 
 
I encourage people to learn the facts, get balanced information from all sides of the issue, and from 
that be better equipped to make an informed decision.  
 
Name, city 


