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Many Menlo Park residents participated in the public process which created the City’s El 
Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan. The level of community input and involvement 
over that five-year period was remarkable. Today, there is a proposed ballot initiative 
intended to revise that Plan, and I want to encourage our community to again get 
involved, learn about the proposed initiative, and educate themselves about the 
elements of the Plan in order to be fully informed as the proposed initiative moves 
forward. 
 
With the utmost respect for the fundamental right of citizens to use the initiative process, 
the City is diligently doing its part related to that process. The initiative’s proponents 
have a website, savemenlo.org, which outlines their concerns and their proposed 
changes to the plan. For additional information, residents can visit 
menlopark.org/ProposedInitiative. There, from the voluminous number of public 
documents on the Specific Plan, the City has compiled and summarized key elements 
into a manageable and understandable format to help the community learn about all 
sides of the issue.  
 
The City’s informational web page summarizes the proposed ballot measure’s primary 
components and concerns, and clarifies how the Specific Plan currently addresses 
those key issues of community importance. It provides information about office space 
limits, the positive and negative aspects of office development, definitions of open 
space in the context of the Specific Plan, issues of traffic, noise, and air pollution, and 
fiscal impacts. There is also information about the two developments currently proposed 
under the Plan, including renderings and comparisons of building “massing” and scope. 
 
The page will provide updates on the consultant study of the effects of the proposed 
measure (the study is expected to be completed in July). That study will be a thorough, 
fact-based, balanced, and objective review of how the proposed initiative would affect 
key factors related to the Specific Plan, and will be a crucial source of information for 
the City and the community. 
 
It’s important that we are all operating with the complete range of information necessary 
for a valid and fruitful conversation about the proposed initiative and its intended 
revisions to the Specific Plan. The consultant study will be one critical piece of 
information. The web pages about the initiative and the Specific Plan are also essential 
sources of information, which I encourage you to take advantage of in order to fully 
explore all aspects of this significant issue. 
 


