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Executive Summary of Opposition 

• The proposed territory transfer perpetuates an historical pattern 

of territorial transfers that exacerbates, rather than ameliorates, 

the racial isolation of students in Ravenswood City School 

District 

 

• The petition fails on most of the nine statutory criteria under 

Education Code 35753; and should fail on a tenth criterion 

 

• A substantially similar petition was previously denied over 30 

years ago, and the rational for the previous denial remains valid 
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Historic Pattern of Territory Transfers 
Original Boundaries of Ravenswood CSD 
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Historic Pattern of Territory Transfers 
1967, 1976, 1977, 1983, 2011, today’s petition 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Adequacy of enrollment 

• Meets the criteria 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Substantial community identity 

• Petitioners homes are closer to Ravenswood 

elementary and middle schools than Menlo Park 

schools 

• Petitioners homes are equi-distant to Ravenswood 

social centers as to Menlo Park social centers 

• Community and social ties articulated in the petition 

represent choices should not justify a territorial 

transfer 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Equitable division of property 

• Not applicable 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Racial and ethnic integration;  

promotion of discrimination 

• Broad historical pattern of racial isolation of 

Ravenswood/East Palo Alto community is 

exacerbated by proposed transfer 

• Demographic trend in Ravenswood is increasing 

Latino/Hispanic families; the petition transfers non-

Latino families out of the district 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Costs to the state 

• Ravenswood depends on state funding through 

LCFF; the transfer of property would decrease local 

property tax revenues to Ravenswood (general and 

special taxes), thereby increasing the burden on state 

funding to the district through LCFF 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Educational performance and programs 

• Meets the criteria 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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School facilities costs 

• Ravenswood school facilities are in urgent need of 

improvement and renovation 

• Ravenswood general obligation bond debt capacity is 

1/5 of Menlo Park’s, on a per pupil basis 

• The transfer of territory would decrease 

Ravenswood’s bond debt capacity by about $250,000 

today, rising to almost $400,000 over 20 years 

• This loss of debt capacity directly impacts 

Ravenswood’s ability to finance facilities 

improvements, currently under review for 2016 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Primarily designed for purposes other than 

property value 

• Property values are estimated between 9% and 21% higher for 

the homes across O’Connor street from petitioners homes 

 

• Given the absence of any educational, topographic/geographic, 

economic or facilities-oriented justification for the transfer, the 

property value differential remains as a glaring factor that cannot 

be ignored as a motivation for the petition 

 

• Petitioners focus on community identity as the primary factor is 

undermined by the arguments made earlier in this presentation 
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Analysis of the 9 criteria under EC 35753 

• Adequacy  of enrollment 

• Substantial community identity 

• Equitable division of property 

• Racial and ethnic integration; promotion of discrimination 

• Costs to the state 

• Educational performance and programs 

• School facilities costs 

• Primarily designed for purposes other than property value 

• Fiscal status of affected  districts 
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Fiscal status of affected  districts 

• For Ravenswood every dollar counts – demographic trend is 

declining enrollment, and local tax base is lowest in the County 

 

• Petitioners rely on a multiplier of 0.25 students per home to 

estimate the long-term fiscal impact of transferring students 

associated with the territory; Menlo Park’s historical enrollment 

patterns and analysis evidences 0.4 students per home as more 

realistic 

 

• Taking into account either assumption, there will be a negative 

impact on operating funds of Ravenswood through decreased 

enrollment 
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Other Criteria: Socio-economic Diversity 

• Education Code Section 35753 authorizes the State Board of 

Education to consider “other relevant factors” in evaluating the 

merits of a petition for reorganization 

 

• Using average property values as a proxy for socio-economic 

status, the homes covered by the petition far exceed in value the 

average home in RCSD 

 

• Granting the petition would further divide the RCSD and MPCSD 

communities along socio-economic lines, creating a greater 

divide between our communities 
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Conclusion: County should Deny Petition 

• The proposed territory transfer perpetuates an historical pattern 

of territorial transfers that exacerbates, rather than ameliorates, 

the racial isolation of students in Ravenswood City School 

District 

 

• The petition fails on most of the nine statutory criteria under 

Education Code 35753 

 

• A substantially similar petition was previously denied over 30 

years ago, and the rational for the previous denial remains valid 
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