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Piccolo Ristorante Italiano specializes in creating a tranquil dining 
environment that centers upon it's superb food instead of gaudy or over-the-
top decoration. No special lighting techniques or overpowering smells are 
present, yet it succeeds in allowing natural light and fresh air free reign over 
the restaurant's small confines. While Piccolo is a very compact restaurant, it 
does not feel crowded or even stuffy, which is further enhanced by a minimal 
yet highly competent serving staff. A feeling of homeliness envelops the diners, 
further enhanced by soothing music and decor that is simple yet pleasing to the 
eye. The classic Italian feel is played upon artfully by a host of modern 
advancements and tantalizing renditions of classic dishes. 

 

Piccolo's dishes are not revolutionary, but they maintain a high level of 
consistency in overall representation, including flavor and presentation. One of 
their appetizers, the Caprese Salad, had a wide variety of organic flavors, 
maintaining a level of sweetness that complemented the natural bitterness of the 
greens quite well. One dish we had never encountered before, the Pollo Marsala, 
surprised us all with the way the creamy sauce and chicken went so well 
together. Even the most insignificant dishes, such as the bread at the beginning 



of the meal, maintained a quality higher than the average in Menlo Park. 

 

The main dishes served at Piccolo were their decadent and rich pastas. 
Multiple pasta types were offered, from rigatoni to gnocchi, but they were all 
partnered extremely well, with one of many creamy sauces. Five specific pastas 
were tried, including two rigatonis, one with meatballs and one with salmon, a 
penne, rubbed in pesto, and two gnocchi, a cheese covered style, and a 
traditional bolognese. Each of these pastas was outstanding, but they all 
delivered their own style of traditional Italian. 



 

Piccolo endeavors to bring a modern twist to classic Italian foods, and 
triumphs in all of the dishes that it presented us. It maintains a very high standard 
for service, decor, and flavor, along with a steady conviction in the taste and style 
of it's food. We strongly recommend Piccolo Ristorante Italiano to anyone looking 
for a new take on old Italy. 

 

 


