
Case Number (Incident #) : 1703010068

Atherton Police Department Citizen Complaint Form

Your Information Today’s Date: March 17, 2017

Name: Winant, Richard C.

Address: REDACTED

Home Phone: REDACTED

DOB: REDACTED    CA Driver’s License Number: REDACTED

 [Handwritten insert: I permit use of audio recording for my  statement; signed R C Winant]

Information about the incident:

Date: May 1, 2017;    Time: 20:55:55; closed 21:42:53

Officers involved: Off. Matthew Barrera, Off. David Gomez, Supervisor Alfredo Guarducci.

Police Report #: Unknown … see Case or Incident # at top.

No known witnesses.

Summary of the Complaints:

1) SUMMARY: Denial of legal right; disrespectful address; obscene name-calling; 
excessive force; intentional infliction of pain; intimidation, making threats, 
humiliation (apology under duress); and lying after the incident in order to discredit 
my account and to smear my character.

2) Summary of my interactions with police at time of the incident:

In short, the police investigated me due to “suspicious circumstance calls”, denied my right of 
privacy under California law, addressed me as “dude”, handcuffed me, called me “asshole” two 
times, threatened me repeatedly, behaved in an intimidating fashion, and finally agreed to release 
me if I apologized for resisting, or for making the police’s job more difficult, or some such 
reason.  

They then abandoned me on the street although it is a five-minute drive to my home.  I am 71 
years old, it was late, and they had no complaint against me.  (The truth is that after their 
treatment of me I would have refused a ride, but they ought to have offered.  They did ask me if I 
wanted a taxi, which I also turned down.)



An important note about timing: After I initially objected to a command that I show my ID, 
Officer Barrera explained vehemently that I was mistaken about the law and that he knows the 
law a lot better than I do.  One or two minutes later he had me in handcuffs.  Within two of three 
minutes of this time I had relented: I said I accepted his explanation and said he could see my ID 
which he took from my pocket.  But please note that I was left handcuffed until I made the 
apology under duress, about 30 minutes later.

I believe the police wanted to teach me a lesson.  They want people to obey and if you assert a 
legal right they think it is okay to punish you on the grounds that you resisted to cooperate.

3) Police statements received since time of incident:

Since that time I have communicated with Police Sergeant Sherman Hall who tells me that the 
police claim that: 1) I did not try to flag them down; and 2) that when asked to produce 
identification I said something like “it not being a Nazi state and I did not have to show ID”.  
These are lies: the first statement intended to discredit my account that I asked for help; and the 
second to smear my character.  Furthermore, Sergeant Hall told Barbara Wood that “… they 
handcuffed you because they were investigating a possible crime.”  I asked him to explain this 
and have not yet heard back from him.  But I do not understand the statement.  It implies that you 
can be handcuffed in an investigation.  I think that something more is required – like actual 
resistance.  But I did not resist.

Recently (Wednesday, March 1st), I was out walking at around sunset and I became lost. I had 
left my home on foot and entered, through a wide open gate, a golf course that surrounds my 
neighborhood; the course lies between Menlo Park, where I live, and Atherton.. After a half hour 
I tried to retrace my steps but I took a wrong turn. The golf course was completely fenced in so I 
tried to find the gate by walking the periphery of the course, or possibly another way out to a 
road so that I could return home. [This strikethrough is a correction I made by hand at the APD.]

4) Fuller description of the police encounter and events leading up to it.

It was night about 8 pm and I was lost on the grounds of the Sharon Heights Golf Club.  I was 
trying to walk back to my home which is surrounded by the golf course.  I saw an unfamiliar gate 
which led into a dark area.  I could detect light beyond which I thought was a road near my 
apartment.  The gate was heavily blocked by weeds so that I could just manage to push through 
but would not have been able to go back. Passing through the dark area, I found myself trapped 
in the well-lit backyard of a beautiful residence that seemed to be surrounded by fences on all 
sides. If I could have found a way out, I would have taken it. But I could see a couple in the 
house and, in desperation, I knocked on their window (because there were screens on the door). 
The residents were a little alarmed, naturally, but I explained my problem including the gate 
situation and they appeared to understand. They helped me by directing me to the front of their 
house and giving directions to Alameda de Las Pulgas.

At least I was now on a road, but their directions were ambiguous and I took a wrong turn. 
Turning back, I was uncertain of which way to go. I then saw a police car. I waved and the 



officer opened his window. I asked if Alameda was "down that way" and he responded yes. 
However, he detained and questioned me; evidently he had been contacted by the couple that I 
encountered. 

I cooperated fully, giving my name, address, and a full accounting of what had transpired. 
However, I initially denied him permission to look at my personal ID (I was carrying my 
California driver's license), which I believe is my right under California law. This led to an ugly 
confrontation. He handcuffed me immediately and spoke abusively to me. His partner called me 
an asshole twice. I quickly reversed my decision and now offered him my identification, which 
he took from my pocket. However, the police apparently wanted to teach me a lesson -- despite 
the fact that I cooperated with them fully and had explained all the details, including the incident 
of the blocked gate that I was unable to return through.

They summoned their supervisor by phone and soon there were four officers on my case. They 
threatened me by summoning up the prospect of extensive holding for a three-day observation 
period and similar unpleasant possibilities. They gave no rational explanation for their actions 
and intentions. Well, what reasons could they have given? I had cooperated completely, with no 
more than one minute or so of refusal to show them paper ID that preceded their bullying.  Also, 
I believe that no complaint had been filed against me and I think this is important in judging the 
actions of the three officers.

One rationale they offered was that what I had been doing was "not normal". To which I 
answered that I was lost. But Supervisor Guarducci questioned me extensively and every time I 
answered he remarked that "You are just chasing your tail" in an intimidating fashion.  For the 
first time I now felt really frightened because his manner was intimidating: long angry staring 
into my eyes, and constantly saying “chasing your tail”.  After several minutes he offered to 
release me but first demanded that I apologize to the junior officers, allegedly for resisting them. 
I apologized and then they let me go.

The police did not offer me a ride home although it is located two or three miles away.

In short, the police investigated me due to “suspicious circumstance calls”, denied my right of 
privacy under California law, addressed me as “dude”, handcuffed me, twice called me 
“asshole”, threatened me with long detention, behaved in an intimidating fashion, and agreed to 
release me if I apologized (duress, humiliation).  They then abandoned me on the street although 
it is a five-minute drive to my home.  I am 71 years old, it was late, and they had no complaint 
against me.


