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Listen To Your Neighbor!
“As usual, the job keeps looking better 
and better. Your work is outstanding 
and your entire crew and operation 

is skilled and fi rst class!”
– Peninsula Customer

Call Today to Schedule Your 
Complimentary Design Consultation

650-726-5990

Landscape Design - Build
Award Winning Since 1985

www.blueskydesignsinc.com

DESIGNS, INC.
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Create your own 
private oasis...

Since 1962

w w w . l i f e t i m e p o o l s . c o m
CA License #220382 C-53

650-494-7070Nine-Time Award Winner!

Lifetime Pools can 
create for you a 
custom swimming 
pool that suits your 
personal needs, and 
will truly give you a 
lifetime of pleasure.
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by Carol Blitzer /  
photos by Dasja Dolan

N
ancy Ferguson is no stranger 
to renovating an older 
home. She and her husband 

did major remodeling to a Charles 
Sumner-designed home in Crescent 
Park, which was included in the 
Palo Alto Stanford (PAST) Heritage 
Holiday House Tour in 2007.

But after her husband’s untimely 
death and with her family grown 
up, Ferguson was ready to downsize 

Renovation 
blends new 
with old,  
honoring  
heritage

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

EYE
FOR

Old kitchen cabinets, top, were moved near 
the stairway. The bathroom echoes the kitchen’s 
colors, with its angled blue tile floor and green 
subway-tile trim.

The second-story addition blends seamlessly with the 1930s home.
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when a charming 1930s home 
came on the market later that 
year. Trained as an architect, and 
working for years as a museum 
curator, Ferguson was poised to 
do a remodel that kept the heart 
of the house intact, while upgrad-
ing the kitchen and adding a mas-
ter suite.

Not everything is brand new. 
Ferguson had some cabinets 
moved and reused, while oth-
ers were copied and etched-glass 
fronts added. A not-too-deep 
stainless-steel sink is new, as is 
the narrow Bosch dishwasher 
and Sub-Zero refrigerator with a 
roll-out freezer. She kept the old 
Viking Professional four-burner 
range.

A new china cabinet was built, 
with molding matching the origi-
nals in the room.

Ferguson designed the tile 
backsplash pattern, with a blue 
and green design over the stove, 
which complements the Silestone 
“Dali” counter tops. Later she 
asked her favorite East Bay potter, 

Mark Untener — whose work she 
first saw at a Menlo Park craft fair 
— to create a couple of ceramic 
plates in the same colors.

“I’m really into supporting 
local ceramicists and jewelers,” 
she says, pointing to the rounded 
shelf with a tasteful display of 
bowls she already owned.

After a few months, Ferguson 

loves everything about her new 
kitchen except the terra-cotta tile 
f loor.

“It’s not too practical with a 
dog,” she says, pointing to the 
scratch marks. But she does like 
the color and design.

In the small room next to the 
kitchen, upper cabinets became 

The living room was left virtually untouched, with its wrought-iron touches, dark-beamed ceiling and alternating-square 
wood flooring.

continued on next page

The new kitchen blends new cabinets with older ones, as well as Silestone 
counter tops, with white tile backsplash, trimmed in dark blue and green.
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I’m not just a voice on  
the phone, I’m here to take  
good care of you.

When you call the Customer Service Center with a question  
or concern, I’m one of the friendly voices on the other end  
of the line. Since your utilities are community-owned, you get 
more personalized service and a chance for us to maintain a 
better relationship with you. We really want to understand  
your specific needs and make you feel like a valued member  
of our Utilities family.

Don’t hesitate to call with questions about your utility bills or 
about supporting cleaner energy through PaloAltoGreen. I can 
      also help you make the switch to convenient online billing.

            I’m here to help at (650) 329-2161. 

                  For online assistance, visit CityOfPaloAlto.org/Utilities

—Michael Dehlinger 
Utilities Customer Service Representative

www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 329–2161

lower ones, and the window was 
moved 1 foot to accommodate 
adding a staircase that leads to 
the new master suite. The original 
ironing board remains, and simi-
lar shallow, vertical storage is used 
for CDs.

What once was a tiny “airplane” 
bathroom, off the back bedroom, 
is now the laundry room.

The staircase is made of bam-
boo, leading to a landing with 
a large closet. Some of those 
downstairs cabinets were moved 
upstairs to the new bathroom.

“I like to save everything,” 
Ferguson says.

The kitchen’s blue and green 
colors are repeated in the upstairs 
bathroom, with angled blue tiles 
on the f loor and green subway 
trim. The colors are echoed in the 
new shower.

For the new master bedroom, 
Ferguson replicated the wood-
framed windows, but added 

double panes for better insulation. 
Screens can be pulled down from 
the top.

Many of the downstairs touches 
are repeated upstairs, from the 
arched doors in dark wood to the 
textured plaster walls, wrought-
iron curtain rods and numerous 
wall niches.

Where the arched door didn’t 
work was the upstairs bathroom; 
there a pocket door (in the same 
dark wood) was added.

The graceful living room — 
with its dark wood-beamed ceil-
ing, ironwork trim and alternat-
ing squares in the oak f loors — 
remains untouched.

The funky 1930s downstairs 
bathroom still boasts the origi-
nal pedestal sink and turquoise 
toilet, retrofitted to save water. 
Only the f loor needed to be 
replaced; Ferguson was able to 
find turquoise and lilac tiles that 
matched.

“The kitchen is just so much 

better than the old one was — 
more counters, cabinets. The 
cabinets aren’t even all full. I have 
extra space!” Ferguson says. 

Resources:
Building contractor: Michael 
Meyer Fine Woodworking, 
Mountain View, 650-960-3447, 
www.mmfww.com
Counter tops: The Countertop 
Store of San Carlos, 650-598-
0100, www.thecountertopstore.
com/
Ceramic artist: Mark Untener, 
Oakland, 510-590-0838, http://
markuntenerceramics.com/

Goal of project:
Upgrade kitchen, add master suite

Unanticipated issues:
Needed to move window 1 foot to the 
right to accommodate installation of 
staircase

Year house built:
About 1930

Size of home, lot:
Was 2,058 sq ft, now 2,480 sq ft on a 
6,000-sq-ft lot

continued from previous page
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We have 2 locations 
to serve our customer in the bay area:

Fremont Showroom

155 Anza St, Fremont
510.623.8822

Hours: Tuesday to Saturday: 10:30 am to 6:00 pm 
Other times available by appointment

Mountain View Showroom

633 W Dana St, Mountain View
650.938.8822

Hours: By Appointment only

www.WindowsAndBeyond.com

 Interior Design Services
 Custom Window Coverings
 Draperies & Valance Designs

FREE
Installation

with ad

 PROJECT MANAGEMENT  CUSTOM NEW HOMES 
 ROOM ADDITIONS  SECOND STORIES

 MASTER SUITES  KITCHENS  BATHROOMS

(650) 482-9090  Menlo Park, CA

www.djmccannconstruction.com

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

License #907806

 Project Management   Custom New Homes
 Room Additions   Second Stories

 Master Suites   Kitchens   Bathrooms

650.482.9090  Menlo Park
w w w . d j m c c a n n c o n s t r u c t i o n . c o m
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Award-winning residential 
landscape installations

Hundreds of 
satisfi ed clients 
throughout 
the state for 
over 40 years

California Landscape Contractors 
Association Award Winner

Summer 2009
SF Bay Area

BEST CUSTOM 
RESIDENTIAL 
INSTALLATION

BEST OF SHOW 
SWEEPSTAKES*

BEST OF SHOW 
SWEEPSTAKES 

GRAND WINNER*

BEST USE OF 
UNIQUE MATERIALS 

AND DESIGN

Summer 2010
SF Bay Area

Fall 2010
State of California

Summer 2011
SF Bay Area

* of all categories and budgets, residential and commercial

Check our clients references on Yelp.com/Everett Landscap/Redwood City and call EvLand 
LLC if you need assistance with your landscape projects, provided by a contractor known 
for his Honesty and Creativity. As a past State President of the California Landscape 
Contractors Association, you can trust that I can be trusted to always act in my client’s best 
interests and produce a high-quality installation.  – Jim Everett, Owner

EvLand LLC/Everett Landscape
Redwood City   650.363.0740   www.evlandllc.net
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FROM ’70s COTTAGE TO MODERN HOME

Vaulted ceilings (top), high windows and skylights make the house look bigger and brighter. Above, the kitchen is situated 
at the front of the house, with a view of the neighborhood from the large sink. About the cover: The exterior is modern 
with bright touches, but keeps a modest profile on the small West Menlo lot. Photograph by Dasja Dolan.
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Quality Garden Management

650.364.2499
www.SpecialGardensInc.com

Photo by Chris Jacobson

by Kathy Schrenk / photos by Dasja Dolan

W
hen Susan and Tim Hibbard bought their tiny 
house in West Menlo seven years ago, they were 
thrilled just to have a place of their own. But it 

was only a year or so before they realized they would have 
to make big changes to make it work for their family, which 
would in about four years include a little boy.

They dug into the 900-square-foot house as soon as they 
closed on it seven years ago, making some much-needed 
cosmetic upgrades. Even then, the house resembled a manu-
factured home. It wasn’t factory-built, as far as the Hibbards 

continued on next page

Even the bathrooms has skylights, and the hall bath, above, 
boasts a bright color scheme, reminiscent of the original house. The 
open floor plan still allowed for plenty of built-in storage space.
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 329–2241

Whether playing in the hockey  
rink or managing your water supply,  
my team is what matters.

Making sure you have water every time you turn on your 
tap is my responsibility. But such a huge task takes a large 
team that includes both Utilities staff and regional players 
from outside agencies. Together we focus on urban water 
management, conservation, drought allocation and future 
needs analysis.

Day to day I’m resolving issues so that you can get the 
water you need. There are a lot of complex factors to 
manage, but my goal is to find the best solutions. When  
I make that goal, it’s a win for all of us.

For information on water awareness and conservation  
visit CityOfPaloAlto.org/Resiwater

—Nicolas “Nico” Procos 
Senior Resource Planner, Water

know, but it was, in fact, moved 
from somewhere unknown in the 
1970s. 

Despite the house’s dubious 
pedigree, the couple wanted to keep 
the roof line similar to what was 
already in place and preserve two 
walls of the living room that pro-
vided nice natural light. They even 
used an old beam from the house 
for a bench in the entrance and a 
hearth piece for the fireplace.

But they needed a lot more space. 
Since the house is on a small lot, 
and they didn’t want to add a story, 
they had to be creative. Vaulted 
ceilings, high windows and sky-
lights make the house look bigger 
and brighter. Built-ins are every-
where, including the dining room 
and a clever nook for shoes and 
bags next to the door to the garage.

The lot is only 5,000 square feet, 
but a usable back yard is high on 
their list of priorities. They moved 
the front door and porch forward 

a little to make a bit less front 
yard but more in the back. This 
also allows Tim, the resident dish-
washer, a view of the neighborhood 
while he scrubs at the oversized, 
custom sink.

The floor plan is decidedly open, 
with opportunities for closing 
spaces off. A room at the back of 
the house includes a barn door to 
separate it visually and auditorally. 
Tim plays cello, so it’s useful to 
have a door on the room where he 
keeps it. They’ve also found that 
it’s a good playroom with the door 
open. 

Just days after they moved in, a 
crowd came over for Thanksgiving. 
The adults were able to congregate 
in the living/dining/kitchen area 
while keeping tabs on the kids 
doing their own thing in the back.

“It’s nice to look through the 
whole house,” Tim says.

There are skylights in both bath-
rooms and in the garage. Plus, 
the garage has a glass door, so 
it’s almost never necessary to use 

electric lights there during the day. 
High windows along the hall to the 
bedrooms bring even more glow. 

“You get up in the morning 
and you don’t have to turn on the 
lights,” Tim says. The orientation 
of the house that architect Ana 
Williamsen arranged and the high 
windows and skylights allow lots of 
natural light in and help keep the 
house warm in the winter.

Both bathrooms are tailored to 
their users. In the master bath, 
Susan decided to use material for 
the backsplash that reminded her of 
Petoskey stone, a fossil common in 
her native northern Michigan.

The hall bath, located between 
the two smaller bedrooms, has a 
slightly whimsical, but not overtly 
juvenile, color scheme and pattern. 
Again the Hibbards wanted to pay 
homage to the original home while 
upping the class factor. 

The old bathroom was orange 
and green, and these colors appear 

continued from previous page

continued on page 14



278 CASTRO STREET, MOUNTAIN VIEW CA 94041
1.8OO.54O.8318

BUILDERS | HOME-KITCHEN-BATH DESIGN | APPLIANCE | PARTS & SERVICE 

MEYER has been providing the Peninsula with home, kitchen & bath design 
and quality appliances, installation, parts and service for over — 65 years! 
Our 18,000 sq ft. two story showroom has over 25 kitchen vignettes, built in 
appliances, cabinets and countertops, and a full parts and service department.

HOME | KITCHEN | BATH | DESIGN 

TRUSTED SINCE 1946MEYER FOR THE HOME

APPLIANCES BRANDS WE SELL:
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CENTRAL EXPRESSWY

EL CAMINO REAL

BAYSHORE 101

MEYER
278 CASTRO

STREET
MT. VIEW

KITCHEN & BATH  |  DESIGN  |  CONSTRUCTION  |  REMODELING
We provide proffesional kitchen and bath design, cabinets, countertops, installation, and more! 
— We staff architects, designers and licensed contractors to handle any project. 
Designing for your life style is our passion!

PARTS & SERVICE
We have our own service department! Our techs are factory authorized to repair all major 
brands! We have one of the largest stocked parts department in the bay area! From water 
fi lters, heating elements, compactor bags, and dishwasher salt; we have it all!

APPLIANCES
We have one of the largest displays of built in and professional appliances. We sell and service 
Bosch, Sub Zero & Wolf, Thermador, Viking, Ge and more! Certifi ed Installation — 
Our own installers are certifi ed by Miele and Viking extending your warranty!
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BENEFITS OF NATURAL GRASS
  Releases oxygen & cools the air
  Safe play area for your children
  Controls pollution & reduces 
greenhouse gases
  30° cooler than asphalt or synthetic turf

504 Sq. Ft. Only $185

Ask us about our 
biodegradable netting

CALL NOW!

Quality Turfgrass 
– grown one blade at a time!

Everything for your garden and 
more! Visit our Garden Center

Come see 
the new 
Summer 
arrivals!

1090 Shary Circle
Suite C, Concord, CA
1-925-682-4247

New powder coating with vinyl strap 
or sling replacement.

We can powder coat almost 
anything. Wrought iron fences, art, 

architectural structures,  
       automotive parts and more. 

Pick up & Delivery available

www.PatioChairCare.com

After

Before

RESTORE YOUR  
OUTDOOR FURNITURE

in the new bathroom without evoking the 1970s: The 
counter top is a bright, modern orange and a stripe of 
green dots decorates the floor and continues up the wall. 
They saved money by using the specialty tiles in just one 
narrow strip instead of covering a whole wall with them.

Keeping costs down was another reason to keep the 
house small, they said. And the architect and contrac-
tor did a good job of working together and with the 
Hibbards to figure out where to splurge and where they 
could cut costs.

“It was a really well-coordinated project,” Susan said. 

Resources:
Architect: Ana Williamson, Menlo Park, 650-329-0577, 
www.awarchitect.com
Builder: Mediterraneo Design and Build, Menlo Park, 
650-368-1361, www.mediterraneodesignbuild.com

Goal of project:
Build a house that’s open, bright and modern while keeping a 
modest profile on a small lot

Year house built: 
1955

Size of home, lot: 
900 sq ft before, 1,400 sq ft after, on a 5,000-sq-ft lot 

Time to complete:  
Eight months

continued from page 12

h+g



home + garden design | SUMMER 2011  15



16  SUMMER 2011 | home + garden design

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

by Emma Trotter / photos by Dasja Dolan

A
side from the unfinished landscaping and a few 
missing pieces of furniture, it’s hard to tell Sam 
and Alice Katwan are recovering from an enor-

mous remodeling project they coordinated themselves. 
The Mountain View couple looks very happy and at 
home in their recently upgraded space.

The remodel included an L-shaped addition to their 
kitchen and living room and an expansion of the 
master bedroom into a full suite. Warm browns and 
rounded edges predominate, accented by ornate light 
fixtures. The Old World finish evokes Tuscany and the 

MOUNTAIN VIEW COUPLE 
COORDINATED A MAJOR REMODEL

PROJECT
DO-IT-YOURSELF
ULTIMATETH

E

Mediterranean.
This was all planned. The Katwans paid close 

attention to work on their house, down to the last 
and smallest details.

“By the time you get to the finish work, you just 
want to be done,” Alice says. “Don’t get burnt out, 

continued on page 19
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The remodel 
included an 
L-shaped addition 
to the kitchen and 
living room.

The new kitchen, with its Old World 
finishes and ornate lighting, can easily 
accommodate large parties now.

Much attention 
was given to 
finishing details, 
from the warm 
brown color on the 
walls to the rounded 
edges and archways 
evoking Tuscany.
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©2010 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic. #931740

©2010 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic. #931740

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Premier Industry Partner

Call for FREE Design Consultation 
650-595-9999 www.closetfactory.com

or visit our showroom: 
1000 B Commercial, San Carlos

custom closets  home offi ces  murphy beds  and more...

I can relax.
Everything is fi nally where
it’s supposed to be.

Call for your FREE Design Consultation 888-678-6789
or visit our showroom: 1000 B Commercial San Carlos, CA 94070

www.closetfactory.com

wine bars custom closets
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E X P E R I E N C E
I N T E G R I T Y
 T R U S T  

CalVesta Construction, founded by Douglas 
Spooner, a 4th generation builder, serves San 
Francisco, the Peninsula, and Silicon Valley.

Their outstanding team of handpicked building 
professionals combines master craftsmanship, 
cutting-edge detailing standards, and a 
sophisticated full access financial-management 
approach.

CalVesta offers full pre-construction management 
services, from architectural selection to permit 
approval and can refer its select list of brokers, 
architects and interior designers specially suited  
to your own vision and taste.

Understanding the unique needs of its clients, 
CalVesta brings your dream to reality. Partner 
with CalVesta on your next project.

New Homes
Renovations

Remodels

CALVESTA
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

650.549.5754 | info@calvesta.com

www.calvesta.com | CA Lic. #AB895688

because the cosmetics are the most important part.”
For the first two months of the remodel, the family 

lived up in Tahoe in another home they own. When 
they returned, they were able to keep a close eye on 
progress, as both Sam and Alice work from home as 
software salespeople.

“I’m sure it wasn’t ideal for them,” Alice says of the 
various vendors hired for the project. “But we caught 
mistakes a lot faster.”

Before breaking ground, the Katwans had worked 
with an architect for almost a year. Before that, they did 
their own research on vacations and business travel.

“We spent a year gathering pictures,” Alice says.
One motivation for the remodel was that the Katwans 

frequently throw parties for friends and family. A typical 
party for the Katwans involves 12 adults and 15 or more 
kids. Last Easter, the family hosted more than 60 family 
members.

“We have big families,” Alice says. “We like the kitch-
en to be the center.” The new kitchen roughly doubled 
in size, complete with an island and too many different-
sized cabinets to count.

Even when they aren’t throwing parties, the Katwans 
have a full house with three boys of their own: Sami Jr., 
11; Anthony, 10; and Christopher, 6.

“The kids appreciate it a lot having lived through it,” 
Alice says of the remodeled house. “They take care of it.”

Some aspects of the remodel were designed with the 
kids in mind — they now have their own den off the 
main living room, though it remains unfurnished.

Another great addition to a house for three young 
boys is the mudroom.

“God knows why we have a mudroom in California,” 
Sam says. “We just call it the locker room.” Three cub-
bies — one for each son — line a wall of the room.

The Katwans said they plan to stay in the house indef-
initely as they raise their boys. That knowledge guided 
some of their decisions, especially when it came to stay-
ing within budget.

“We wanted to go all out as we have no plans to do it 
again,” Alice says.

One example of where the couple went over budget is 
their new heating system, which divides the house into 
zones. While this functionality wasn’t budgeted, “it was 
about being more efficient in the long run,” Sam says.

Sam and Alice took the same approach to hiring con-
tractors. Though it might have been cheaper and easier 
to hire unlicensed labor, everyone who worked on the 
remodel had a license, which made passing city inspec-
tions relatively low-hassle. Overall, the couple said the 
city of Mountain View was very cooperative. Sam said a 
policy about square footage was even changed because 
of the couple’s situation.

Remaining work includes decorations, furniture and 
landscaping, but right now the couple is in “remodel 
hangover,” Sam says.

continued from page 16

continued on next page
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K I T C H E N  &  B A T H R O O M

PATR ICK POWERS
P L U M B I N G  &  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Covering all your project needs from plumbing 

to construction. Let us help with your next 

kitchen or bathroom project.

Call for an estimate today!

Phone: 650.938.4519

D E S I G N  &  P L A N N I N G  S E R V I C E S

PLUMBING STUDIO
B AT H  &  K I T C H E N 

S H O W R O O M

An exquisite collection of plumbing 
hardware, fi xtures and accessories 

for the kitchen and bath.

CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE TODAY!
2150 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY MTN . V IEW 

650.938.4502

robern mirrored cabinets

“We need a month break,” Alice adds.
Even if that month turns into years, the Katwans 

already have themselves a nice place to settle down. 

Resources:
Architect: LPMD Architects, Sunnyvale, 408-992-0280
Contractor: CRW Development, San Jose, 408-448-8270
Cabinets: Amberwood Products, San Jose, 408-938-1600
Lighting: Bay Lighting and Design, San Francisco, 415-
552-4110
Tile: Simple Tile, San Jose, 408-205-8548
Appliances: Meyer Appliance, Mountain View, 650-968-
8318
Floors: Conklin Brothers, San Jose, 408-266-2250
Granite: Da Vinci Marble, San Carlos, 650-595-2500 
(raw material) and Quintal’s Granite and Marble, San 
Jose, 408-422-3209 (installation)

continued from previous page

h+g

Goal of project: 
Expand living room, kitchen, 
and master bedroom to bet-
ter equip the space for raising 
a family of five and throwing 
parties

Unanticipated issues: 
Nothing spectacular beyond 
delays and expensive change 
orders

Year house built: 
1975

Size of home; lot: 
2,750 sq ft on an  
8,600-sq-ft lot

Time to complete: 
7 months
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S
oon after their children were born, 
Andrea and Jon Ward started think-
ing about making their 1940s Marcus 

Stedman-designed home more practical 
and livable.

When they purchased the Palo Alto 
home in 1998, they were drawn to the 
Stedman details, from the ironwork ban-
ister to the wood-beamed ceilings and 
klinker bricks. They had no desire to tam-
per with the home’s essential charm.

But Andrea, who loves to cook and bake, 
found herself entertaining with a kitchen 
barely big enough for the kids to drop 
their backpacks and dash out.

“It was the worst kitchen ... more like 
a back hall,” says Nancy Van Natta, who 
designed the expanded version, along with 

a new mud room, powder room and a 
reconfigured master suite upstairs.

“We would never spend time on this 
level,” Ward says, as she described the 
multi-level structure with living room, 
small dining room, tiny kitchen on the 
main level, three bedrooms and two baths 
upstairs, and a family room, office and 
guest bedroom downstairs.

“Now we do,” she adds.
The living room, with its signature 

Stedman features, is untouched. But the 
new kitchen is twice as large, extending 
into the side yard. The angled shape was 
determined by setback requirements on 
the corner lot: When they realized they’d 
have to lop off one corner to meet the set-
back rules, Van Natta suggested lopping 

HONORING 
AN OLDER HOME

New kitchen 
looks like it 
fits right in

by Carol Blitzer / 
photos by David 

Duncan Livingston

The expanded 
kitchen 

encompasses 
some of the side 

yard, with the 
angled shape 

determined by 
corner-lot setback 

requirements. 
Wooden ceiling 

beams mimic the 
living and dining 

rooms.
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Upscale Experience - Downscale Prices
One stop shopping for your natural stone and tile needs

FROM CONSULTATION TO INSTALLATION

Mention ad for 10% off installations over $2500

www.artisticstoneinc.com
http://artisticstoneincblog.com

 KITCHEN AND BATH INC.

Ramo’s

 
Your designs are welcome. 
Satisfaction guaranteed.

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

off another to create an octagonal shape. That led 
to adding wooden beams to the ceiling, mimick-
ing the living-room/dining-room treatment.

“You wouldn’t know this was not part of the 
original house,” Ward says. 

Keeping in tune with the home’s style didn’t 
mean they had to say no to modern appliances. 
Today Ward cooks on a LaCornue five-burner 
range that includes a special simmer burner and a 
large burner in the middle ideal for cooking large 
pots of pasta. One of the ovens is both convection 
or conventional, the second is purely convection. 

Because the ovens are smaller, the food comes 
out juicier, Ward says.

And because she really loves cooking, she 
chose a third oven, wall-mounted — a Viking 
Professional with a glass door. “I have used all 
three ovens at the same time,” she says.

The center of the kitchen is a large granite-
topped island made of distressed honey pine — a 
perfect space for making jam or for cooking 
together — with a round prep sink positioned 
directly across from that pasta burner. The pasta 
pot fits perfectly in the sink.

Most of the storage in the kitchen is in lower 
cabinets, with wide pull-out drawers where plates 
and pots are conveniently stacked. A tall pull-out 
pantry next to the refrigerator is accessible from 
two sides. Next to the stove is a spice drawer and 

continued on next page

The master bathroom, top, features a long trough 
sink with two sets of faucets, over a complexly 
configured vanity that hides a jutting ceiling from 
below.



24  SUMMER 2011 | home + garden design

H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

ROCK
THIS

WAY
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

Building and Landscaping Supplies

Natural Stone | Retaining Walls

Rock, Sand and Gravel | Pavers

Delivery Services

GREEN BUILDING MATERIALS 

LEED accredited professionals on staff

High-Fly Ash Concrete

Pervious Concrete and Permeable 

Pavers

Regionally Harvested and Manufactured 

Aggregate, Concrete, and Asphalt

Recycled Materials, and Services

CUPERTINO 
DESIGN CENTER 
408.996.4500 
1505 South DeAnza Boulevard

REDWOOD CITY 
CONCRETE & 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
650.482.4100
330 Blomquist Street

graniterock.com

an upper cabinet with cooking oils.
Van Natta designed the kitchen 

in work zones. “You can have more 
than one cook and not bump into 
each other,” she says, noting that it’s 
“so much more scientific than when 
built.”

She and Ward worked together to 
locate just the right tiles to comple-
ment the rest of the house. Stedman 
was fond of heavy, textured tiles, 
and they found a curvy, concrete 
tile for the mudroom, which lets 
people come in from the outdoor 
pool to the powder room without 
destroying the floor.

Upstairs the bedrooms were 
reconfigured to create a master 
suite, as well as a bathroom shared 
by the two children that now opens 
from the hallway.

Instead of adding two sinks for 
the master bathroom, Van Natta 
found a long trough sink with two 
sets of faucets. 

Ward wanted her bathroom to 

have some fun elements, so she 

chose a waterfall spout for the tub 

and a capiz-shell chandelier above. 

A tricky part of the design was 

creating a vanity in the master bath-

room that disguises the first-floor 

powder room ceiling jutting into 

the room.

“The house was put together 

like a jigsaw (puzzle),” contractor 

Rich Sargent says. But solving that 

problem — as well as the setback 

issue — was part of what earned the 

project a platinum NARI (National 

Association of the Remodeling 

Industry) award for a kitchen addi-

tion/remodel over $120,000 in 

2011 and Contractor of the Year for 

Sargent. 

“We took the setback issue and 

turned it into a nice feature,” he 

says.

“The house feels much more bal-

anced,” Ward says, “which helps 

make it feel like it’s always been like 

that.” 

Resources:
Contractor: Rich Sargent, Sargent 
Construction, Burlingame, 650-
949-4009, www.sargentconstruc-
tion.com
Designer: Nancy Van Natta, nancy 
van natta associates, San Rafael, 
415-456-3078, www.van-natta.com
Plumbing supply: Diane Steves, 
Decorative Plumbing Supply, San 
Carlos, 650-592-3337, www.decora-
tiveplumbingsupply.com
Appliances: Atherton Appliance 
& Kitchens, 695 Veterans Blvd., 
Redwood City, 650-369-1794, www.
athertonappliance.com

Goal of project:
Enlarge kitchen, create master suite

Unanticipated issues:
Setback requirements created  
“cut corners”

Year house built:
1941

Size of home, lot:
Went from 2,500 sq ft to 2,800 sq ft  
on a .25-acre lot

Time to complete:
7 months (plus 7+ months to design)h+g

continued from previous page
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www.cityofpaloalto.org/utilities   (650) 329–2241

I love finding ways to be more water efficient.

—Catherine Elvert 
Utility Account Representative  
Water Program

Most customers don’t realize that during the hot summer weather over half  
the water they use is being guzzled up by their landscape. That often 

means nearly 600 gallons per day for the average single family home!  

I show residents steps I take with my own landscaping such as replacing  
lawns and changing watering times and repairing leaking hoses and 

sprinklers. I also help them create lovely gardens that attract both 
singing birds and pollinators, like butterflies and bees. These  

innovative gardens not only reduce water waste but also use fewer 
resources than more typical water and labor-intensive landscapes. 

Learn more about our free home water efficiency consultations, rebates, 
workshops and landscaping resources at CityOfPaloAlto.org/Resiwater

PENINSULA WINDOW FASHION GALLERY

1047 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650.853.9000
www.Pen insu laGa l ler y.net

Peninsula
Window Fashion 
Gallery

Since 1989, Peninsula Window Fashion 
Gallery has been providing their residential 
and commercial clients with expert 
window covering services including design, 
sales, installation, and repair.  Additional 
services include space design, color 
consultation, custom bedding, upholstery, 
wallpaper and fl ooring. Peninsula Window 
Fashions is independently owned and 
operated by Patricia Doody, lifetime 
resident of the mid-peninsula.  We take 
pride in our ability to understand our 
clients’ unique requirements and execute 
each project professionally,” says Doody.
Visit their Gallery.  It’s a special place.
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   Certifi ed Green 

business

   We are 100% 

solar-powered

   The only full 

digital cinema 

showroom in 

the USA

165 Moffett Boulevard 
Mountain View, CA

650 964 4000

www.audiohigh.com

Consulting Design Equipment Installation

20% OFF FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS

Beautiful Flooring, Ultimate Convenience, Exemplary Service

Carpet  Hardwood  Laminates  Natural Stone & Tile
Luxury Vinyl  Area Rugs  Hardwood Sand & Refi nish

(408) 470-3919 or (650) 331-8040

www.peninsula.f loorcoveringsinternational.com
650 Nuttman Street, Suite 114  Santa Clara

INSPIRATION AT YOUR FEET,
FLOORING FOR YOUR LIFE

Beautiful Floo ring Made Easy
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Admired for more than just their beauty
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7 0 7  S a n t a  C r u z  Av e ,  M e n l o  P a r k ,  C a l i f o r n i a  9 4 0 2 5
650-327-6608 |  650-328-8715
bruce@theorientalcarpet.com

www.theorientalcarpet.com

VICENTE WOLF | DESIGNER | PHOTOGRAPHER | TEACHER

“I’M NOT A PERSON FOR PATTERN, SO WHEN I WAS DESIGNING THESE 
CARPETS, I WANTED A SENSE OF ABSTRACTNESS THAT COULD PLAY WITH 
THE TONES AND MATERIALS BEING USED IN THE RUGS.”
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S
afety is the key to any successful garden design and 
one of the easiest ways to protect your pet is to take 
a good look at your plants. Prudent plant choices 

in your landscape mean avoiding thorny, spiny, sappy 
and toxic plants. 

Small dog breeds and puppies that are in their chew-
ing phase are especially sensitive to toxins because of 
their limited body size. Cats too can be tempted. 

Local nurseries sell many common landscape plants 
that can be poisonous to pets. To add insult to injury, 
plants don’t come with a toxic warning label. The level 
of toxicity will depend on the plant, the part of the 
plant ingested, the amount eaten and your pet’s current 
health. 

If you want to err on the side of caution, here are some 
plants that you may want to avoid entirely or put in areas 
of your garden that are off limits to curious pets.

Lilies (Lilium sp.) are considered to be highly toxic to 
cats and can result in severe kidney damage even if small 
amounts are ingested.

Sago Palm (CycasRevoluta) All parts of this palm are 
poisonous, but the seeds contain the greatest amount of 
toxin. Just one or two ingested seeds can have serious 
effects including vomiting, diarrhea, seizures and liver 
failure. 

Azalea/Rhododendron (Rhododenron sp.)contains 
gray antitoxins that can produce vomiting, diarrhea, 
weakness and if severe enough, ultimately lead to coma 
and death from cardiovascular collapse. 

Oleander (Nerium oleander) All parts of the plant are 
considered to be toxic, as they contain cardiac glycosides 
that can have serious effects like gastrointestinal tract 
irritation, abnormal heart function, hypothermia and 
even death. 

Yew (Taxus sp.) contains a toxic substance known as 
taxine, which affects the central nervous system causing 
trembling, lack of coordination and difficulty breathing. 
It can also cause gastrointestinal irritation and cardiac 
failure.

Daphne (Daphne sp.) is prized for its scented flowers 
but all parts of the plant are poisonous and just a few 
berries could kill an animal.

Lantana (Lantana sp.) berries contain high levels of 
toxins if ingested while they are still green, causing vom-
iting, diarrhea, labored breathing and weakness.

English Ivy (Hedera helix) contains triterpenoidsa-

Creating a  
garden safe  
for pets

1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

(650) 961-8700
Re-upholstery Recycles

$9250
 Labor Special

Total Price For Labor On Standard Couch or Chair
Plus the cost of any fabric you select from our complete line of fabrics. Labor price 
of $92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing repair. Additional charge for cushion 
fi ller, tufting and channeling. Customer supplied fabric charged at standard labor 
rate of $50 per yard.

FREE Pick Up & Delivery
Our 45th year.

FREE ARM COVERS
with upholstery of any couch or chair

With this coupon only. Regular value $12.50 plus 1/2 yard of fabric. Expires 10/31/11

Sterling Custom Upholstery

Many plants are systemic poisons  
for dogs and cats
by Julie Orr, APLD



H O M E + G A R D E N D E S I G N

home + garden design | SUMMER 2011  29

650.525.9154 Lic.#933597

www.caledonianmasonry.com

Award Winning Designs…
…Award Winning Craftsmanship

Caledonian Masonry, Inc.

ponins that can result 
in vomiting, abdominal 
pain, drooling and diar-
rhea. 

Plants are not the only 
consideration in the gar-
den. “About 20 percent 
of the calls to the poison 
center are about insecti-
cides,” states the Animal 
Poison Control Center 
whose hotline is available 
24 hours a day to help pet 
owners (888-426-4435).

Keeping your pet away 
from insecticides (used in 
the garden to kill insects), 

herbicides (for killing weeds) and rodenticides (rat bait) 
is not really difficult if you take an organic approach to 
gardening. By working with Mother Nature, not against 
her, you’ll find a healthy eco-system that is happy to 
coexist with you and your pets. 

Lastly, be aware of what type of mulch you bring into 
your dogscape. Cocoa mulch, a byproduct of chocolate 
production, contains the same toxic compounds as 
chocolate, which is poisonous to dogs. Coir or Coconut 
Husk mulch is known for its ability to retain water 
around water-loving plants. However, this same expan-
sion will occur in a dog’s digestive track if ingested and 
potentially cause blockage in the intestines.

Even with the best prevention strategies, accidents 
can happen. If your pet exhibits any of the following 
signs of poisoning, contact your vet for immediate 
assistance: digestive trouble (vomiting, diarrhea, loss 
of appetite), neuromuscular injury (seizure, paralysis, 
labored breathing), confusion, excessive tear produc-
tion or rashes. 

For an extensive list of toxic plants for dogs and cats, 
visit the ASPCA’s website at www.aspca.org.
Julie Orr, a member of Association of Professional 
Landscape Designers (APLD), is a landscape designer 
specializing in pet-friendly, water-wise, low main-
tenance gardens. Call 650-468-8020 or visit www.
julieorrdesign.com.

Ju
lie

 O
rr

Dogs love a lawn-free organic yard where they can eat, 
sleep and play without stepping in harmful fertilizers. 

One can avoid a trip to the 
vet by not purchasing mulch 
made from cocoa or coconut 
husks.

Ask about our 
patio door Sale!

h+g





 The Largest Selection of Whirlpool Bathtubs

 in a Single Showroom Anywhere in the World!

For hours of operation, visit us at www.tubz.net.

Fremont - 400*
4840 Davenport Place

Fremont, CA 94538
510.770.8686

Sacramento - 200*
830 National Drive, Suite 120

Sacramento, CA 95834
916.575.9100

Oakdale - 100*
441 Gregor Road

Oakdale, CA 95361
209.845.9115

*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display

in our Tubz”
“Come put your tootsies 
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