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A garden  
of gems

Tiny yard becomes  
a refuge to delight  

the senses

Climate control a breeze
Palo Alto’s Nest makes 
smart thermostats

Mid-century update
Portola Valley team  

remodels dream home



CA Contractors Lic. # 820697 

Contact Cobalt Power Systems for more info:

CLEAN POWER FROM THE SUN

Cobalt Power Systems, Inc.
2557 Wyandotte Street 
Mountain View, CA 94043

T  650-938-9574
F  650-938-9573
cobaltpower.com

Make your own power from the sun and save!
At Cobalt Power, we take pride in creating satisfied customers. We have
installed over 1,000 high quality solar systems throughout Silicon Valley,
and are getting new referrals from our customers every day.

Let us know when we can visit your home and show you how much you can
save by going solar.
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PRO TIPS 
Good news: Anyone can grow tomatoes!

GARDEN DESIGNS
Palo Alto home’s landscape a portal to 
tranquility

TECH LIFE
Local company’s thermostats make climate 
control a breeze

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Mid-century home gets contemporary update

LOCAL FINDS
Add a bit of whimsy to your back yard

HANDY HARDWARE
Hang your towels on racks that shine 
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A boulder-lined brook and ornamental grasses have 
helped turn this tiny yard in the Duvenck-St. Francis 
neighborhood into a quiet refuge. Photo by  
Veronica Weber.
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Shady Lane   
Celebrates Local Artisans

Sharon Heights Shopping Center - next to Starbucks 
325 Sharon Park Dr. at Sand Hill Rd.

shadylanegallery.com  •  650-321-1099

Thank You For Voting Shady Lane 

Best Gifts • Best Boutique
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Vist us at our beautiful new location in Menlo Park 
Our Selection is better than ever
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I grew up growing tomatoes and have yet to master their cultiva-

tion. That said, I have learned a great deal about what not to do in 

growing them, and my appreciation for fresh, vine-ripened tomatoes 

has only grown. 

Tomatoes are easy to grow. Often they are found coming up in 

compost piles and in various places in the garden without being 

planted there. They prosper in cultivated amended soil and produce 

readily with fertilizing, regular watering and trellising. They will 

even produce in partial sun, near the sea, with no watering at all 

(dry farming is commonly done for farmers market tomatoes) and 

with no fertilizing.

Compared to store-bought tomatoes, the savings in growing 

your own tomatoes is enormous.  If one is up for canning ( I knew 

a retired couple that canned up to 100 pounds of tomatoes a year) 

and sun-drying there is little reason not to have all the tomatoes 

one needs year round.

The best advice I can give is from my own experience.

 It turns out the most important thing that tomatoes need, I don’t 

have. That is full sun. Has it stopped me from growing at least some 

each year? No, I grow at least six plants of three or four different 

varieties just to see that I still can. I am gone quite a bit walking 

through other people’s gardens and don’t see the shadow patterns 

on my plants but have a pretty good idea that they are only getting 

about three hours of sun a day. The bottom line, if all possible, is to 

grow tomatoes from sun up to sun down in full sun. After all, these 

plants came originally from Central and South America, raised by 

Aztecs.

Compost is the next essential for growing tomatoes. Compost 

brings nutrients, moisture retention, air and microorganisms to 

the soil and thus to the roots of your tomato plants. I recommend 

organic compost for growing edibles. The recommended amount 

to put on your soil is 1/2- to 1 inch on top, then cultivated into the 

soil with 1/4 to 1/2 inch on top after planting and before mulching. 

Mulch is a covering of the soil with any one of many materials to 

keep moisture in and weeds down. Mulching is where some of the 

exotic practices of tomato growing come into play. I have heard 

people swear by the value of plastic, straw, wood chips, old tires, 

newspaper (I wonder if the funnies make tomatoes ripen faster) and 

green waste or garden trimmings. I don’t have a preference. The 

need for mulch is primarily determined by how fast the plants dry 

out and start to wilt.

Fertilizer is the food for your plants. Again some growers feel 

that compost alone is enough to grow great tomatoes. Others have 

tried all sorts of concoctions. Fish emulsion has been used for years. 

Garden Coach Jack McKinnon grew up growing tomatoes but admits he’s still tinkering with the best way to help them thrive.

Tomatoes, from your yard 
to your kitchen table
GARDEN COACH SHARES TIPS FOR ANY 
NOVICE TO GROW THE JUICY FRUIT

by Jack McKinnon  |  photos by Michelle Le
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(continued on page 6)
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Landscape Design for only $ 5

PROFESSIONAL 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Help make your lawn conversion a reality. 
Apply today for Conserve-A-Scape, the city’s 
premier landscape design assistance program. 
Receive an in-person consultation with a 
landscape architect and personalized landscape 
design including plant palette, hardscape plan 
and construction details.

Before

TO QUALIFY 
• Must be a Menlo Park Municipal Water District

customer
• Must be a participant in the City’s Lawn Be Gone

Program (rebates of up to $2 per sq. ft. of lawn 
converted)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
• Visit menlopark.org/conserve-a-scape
• Call 650-330-6720
• Email recycle@menlopark.org

After

One year later
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Of the organic fertilizers that are available, I have tried blood meal, 

bone meal, alfalfa meal, cottonseed meal, bat guano, kelp meal and 

various non-human manures.

What plants to get? First, look at varieties that you can actually 

get, in six-packs or 4-inch pots. These give the plants a chance to 

grow a full root system once in the ground. If I am looking at seed 

packets, there is usually information on the packet as to what size 

and how long the growing season is. Next, having written down 

the names of varieties I may be interested in, I do an online search 

usually starting with master gardener websites. Often these have 

reviews and ratings about f lavor, size, awards and interesting char-

acteristics like disease resistance and production. Then with the list 

narrowed down to three or four varieties, I go back to the nursery 

and buy my plants.

Be sure to label your plants when you plant them. It will be 75 to 

90 days before you harvest, and it is nice to know which ones did 

well and which ones didn’t.

There are bush tomatoes and climbing tomatoes. The bush 

tomatoes need only room to spread and a good mulch to keep the 

fruit from rotting when it touches 

the ground. The climbing varieties 

need much more care. Tomato cages 

are sold in most nurseries and are 

a good start. I recommend driving 

a 2-inch-by-2-inch-by-8-foot stake 

two feet in the ground in the middle 

of the cage at planting time to tie the 

tomato plant to as it grows higher 

than the height of the cage. I use jute 

twine for all tying. It does not cut 

into the plants, rots back to compost 

if lost on the ground and looks pretty 

good esthetically. Other structures 

are fence-like post-and-wire con-

figurations. 

Tomatoes are one plant that kids can grow as well as adults. One 

important thing to know and to teach the young ones and yourself, 

is that tomato leaves and stems are poisonous. Do not eat anything 

but the tomato fruit itself. 

As a project, kids can do everything from digging in compost, 

raking out the growing area, planting and putting up cages around 

the young plants. I started a garden when I was about 10 years old 

growing zucchini, tomatoes, Swiss chard and some radishes. It was 

a small plot on the edge of the back yard lawn and I dug in steer 

manure, started seeds and watered diligently. I have to admit, the 

first year’s crop was the biggest we ever had. I’ve been trying to 

replicate it for 55 years.

Companion planting of a variety of f lowers and vegetables is 

beneficial to tomato growing for several reasons. Insects, diseases 

and fungi are common problems with tomatoes. I try to avoid 

pest control wherever possible. Companion planting distracts and 

sometimes repels insects. Marigolds are always good to have in 

the garden, as well as basil, dill, garlic, nasturtiums, parsley and 

peppers. 

For other garden vegetables, there is a friend-and-foe list on the 

“Old Farmers Almanac” website for companion planting. Just a note 

on pests and diseases: If you do get something on your tomato plants 

that is clearly not healthy, like chewed leaves or spots or wilting, do 

an online search for tomato pests and diseases. It will be easy to look 

through the photos and identify your problem.  Use the least toxic 

solution first then escalate until the problem is solved or the plant 

has been taken out. It’s all part of gardening. 

Here are some suggestions for using all the tomatoes you are going 

to grow. Tomatoes are a great food just as they are. A little sea salt 

and freshly ground pepper and you can eat them out of hand. Slice 

them up and put them on fresh warm French bread with a dribble 

of olive oil and some chopped basil and you have a Mediterranean 

delicacy. Of course, a sauce made with fresh garlic, onion, ripe 

tomatoes chopped and poured over homemade pasta is a summer 

delight. Lastly, if you have green tomatoes at the end of the season 

(before the first frost), you can make pickled green tomatoes. Be 

sure to use Kosher salt and distilled water. Again, there are several 

recipes online.

And one more thing: Anyone who can grow tomatoes will never 

be without friends. 

Good gardening. H+G

Jack McKinnon is a garden coach and worked at the Sunset Magazine 

Gardens for 12 years. He can be reached at 650-455-0687 by email at 

Jack@jackthegardencoach.com or visit his website jackthegardencoach.com

P R O  T I P S

Tomato “cages” help the plants climb and stay structured as fruit ripens. 
Tomatoes actually thrive in full hot sun, but can manage with only some sun 
each day.

Companion planting 
distracts and 

sometimes repels 
insects. Marigolds 

are always good to 
have in the garden, 
as well as basil, dill, 
garlic, nasturtiums, 

parsley and peppers.

(continued from page 4)
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Call for FREE Design Consultation
650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com

Scan
for Yelp
Reviews

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved. CA Lic.#931740

www.facebook.com/closetfactory 
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

My Closet. 
My Home. My Style.  
My Budget. My Life.
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D E S I G N  I N S P I R A T I O N S

A San Jose couple recently requested 

a remodel for an updated, larger master 

bathroom to meet their present and future 

needs. Carefully considering one client’s 

awareness of increasing limitations in the 

golden years to come, and the other’s back-

ground as professional artist, this project 

was going to require a truly balanced solu-

tion to satisfy both function and form.

The existing bathroom was limited and 

used outdated materials. There was a tiny 

shower, no adjacent walls next to the toi-

let to accommodate grab bars or a toilet 

paper holder, and a 

portion of the vanity 

was completely inac-

cessible. The master 

closet was positioned 

across from the master 

bathroom, creating an 

unnecessary hallway 

and wasted space. 

The most impact-

ful — yet simple — improvement was to 

reposition the master closet, now mak-

ing it accessible directly from the master 

bathroom. This update better served the 

couple’s morning routines, while reclaiming 

the hallway area and allowing the overall 

bathroom footprint to expand. To address 

safety, grab bars were installed and block-

ing reinforcement was included for any 

additional grab bars which may be needed 

in the future.

Statement Heath Ceramics tile and 

streamlined cabinetry are the essential ele-

ments for this memorable palette. The 

feature tiles are applied to one focal wall, 

to visually guide the 

user into the space. The 

unique water color varia-

tions between the tiles 

are perfectly compliment-

ed by the clean, white 

engineered Caesarstone 

quartz which finishes the 

curb top, niche shelves, 

and countertop. The rest 

of the room is sculpted by neutral, textured 

tiles and warm natural cherry wood to 

emphasize the airy yet bold narrative.

Simple brushstokes for transforming  
a bathroom into a modern masterpiece

SOME OF THE MOST 

SIMPLE IMPROVEMENTS 

CAN BE THE MOST 

IMPACTFUL

Case Design/Remodeling
408-323-5300

www.CaseSanJose.com

Sponsored by

The designers from Case Remodeling provide 
clients with “before and after” computer 
renderings to help visualize the final project.
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G A R D E N  D E S I G N S

Caption. 

A tiny waterfall cascades into a boulder-lined brook 

which trickles through meticulously landscaped gar-

den plots with ornamental grass-like plants in various 

colors. This scene looks like the entrance area to a resort 

in the wine country, but it’s in the compact backyard of a 

Palo Alto Eichler.

“We’ve had the house since 1986 but never had done a 

thing to it. It was like the ugliest house in the (Duveneck-

St. Francis) neighborhood. Then we decided, time to do 

something, and we took out every blade of grass to start 

from scratch,” homeowner Holly Chamberlain said.

Bejeweled 
garden
LANDSCAPE TURNS SMALL 
SPACE INTO MAGICAL 
PORTAL TO TRANQUILITY

by Crystal Tai
photos by Veronica Weber

(continued on page 12)

A tiny waterfall 
cascades into a 
boulder-lined 
brook past 
ornamental grass-
like plants in 
various colors. 
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Services
In-home design consultation

Extensive design library
Custom upholstery and casegoods
Lighting, art, rugs and accessories

 

850 Santa Cruz Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025

650.521.0778

Monday-Saturday 10-5
Sunday 11-4

www.traditionallyderby.com

1200 Industrial Road #6 
San Carlos, CA 94070

(650) 594-1183 
(650) 413-1660 

FAX (650) 594-9912

Contact Artistic Garage Doors, 
Inc. for a door to suit your style. 

Specifications such as wood 
type, milling, and windows are 

incorporated into the door design. 
Our doors are “attention getters” 
that bring fans from all around the 
neighborhood. The outcome and 

service are of the utmost importance. 
We are eager to assist you.

Lic# 717735 
www.artisticgarage.com 

email: artisticgarage@msn.com

MARK BRAND ARCHITECTURE AND CHRISTOPHER STARK PHOTOGRAPHY
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Her main goal was to create an artistic space that delighted 

all of the senses and provided places for both personal con-

templation and entertaining. The challenge was to do it on 

a small 6,000-square-foot lot. She turned to professionals 

and partnered with Mountain View’s Samscaping landscape 

company.

From  eye-popping color to hardscape to a natural-looking 

front-yard creek, the finished garden has become a refuge not 

only for Chamberlain and her husband, but for local birds.

“We get lots of hummingbirds and other cute little birds. 

One day we came out and saw three ducks in the creek,” 

Chamberlain said. “I wanted the waterway to look as natural 

as possible, with undulations, ups and downs. It looks like we 

could be out taking a hike in the Sierras and come upon this.”

 The front lawn has been replaced by drought-tolerant 

plants like fire-engine red anigozanthos bush ranger, coupled 

with red leucadendron jester, leucadendron winter red, platt’s 

black, as well as ornamental red switch grass, and low-grow-

ing velvety silver carpet, to meet Chamberlain’s expectations 

for a garden with “a lot of colors and a lot of texture,” she said.

(continued from page 10)

Above: The rain wall was designed to be tall enough to block 
neighboring utility poles. With candle niches, the wall is meant to be 
a visual delight, whether the drizzle water feature is on or off. Left: A 
circular patio and fire pit is partially shaded by a Japanese maple tree.

(continued on page 15)

G A R D E N  D E S I G N S
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When it is time for a change in your 
home decor, bring your items here. We 
will preview and price your items quickly 
and find them a new home. Who knows, 
you may even find that perfect  treasure 
in our ever-changing showroom.  

HER FAVORITE COLOR...
IS YOUR STYLE
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It’s all in the name...

Perfect Gardens
We offer a complete landscape & garden service...

 MOWING
 EDGING
 WEEDING
 TRIMMING
 SPRAYING
 PLANTING
 IRRIGATION
 FERTILIZING
 WATERFALLS
 STONE PLANTERS & WALLS
 FLAGSTONE & SLATE WALKWAYS & PATIOS

OWNER OPERATED  
OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Darryl Duttlinger is a long time resident of Portola Valley 
and takes pride in maintaining some of the most beautiful 

homes in the Bay Area!

New customer invitation...
FREE ANNUALS!

Beautiful seasonal annuals...
year round!

For all new maintenance  
accounts with this coupon

Not valid with other offers.

We offer prompt, reliable and 
honest service year round 

at affordable prices. We take 
pride in our work and strive 
to create the “Perfect Gar-

den” for every customer. We 
would like to add you to our 

happy customer list.

Please allow us to give you 
a FREE estimate!

CALL: (650) 529-1590, or 
 (650) 465-8015 

Or you can email us at:  
perfectgardens@comcast.net

FREE ANNUALS!
Beautiful seasonal annuals...

year round!
For all new maintenance 
accounts with this coupon

Not valid with other offers.

DogWatch of the Bay Area  
and Northern California 

Serving the Greater Bay Area, Truckee and Tahoe. 

www.DogWatchService.com

(877) 236-4626
CA Lic #784739

The Best Buy Seal and other licensed materials are registered  certification marks  
and trademarks of Consumers Digest Communications, LLC, used under license.

Smart products for today’s pets.™

HIDDEN FENCES

Hidden Fence
DogWatch® 

The only 
“Premium Selection” 
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Dawn Engel, Samscaping’s lead designer and project manager, 

said the company worked with the homeowner on every last detail, 

such as the patterning of mixed pavers, where a “river” of natural 

irreggularly shaped pavers run into rectangular ones.

Engel emphasized the garden’s innovative 

design as well as its water-conserving features.

“Of all the gardens I’ve done since 1999, when 

I started, this one in the smallest amount of space 

has the most creative, artistic qualities to it. I 

consider this a jewel-box garden.”

As you enter a side yard from the front of the 

home, you have a hint at what may be coming in 

the backyard. While most side yards are often rel-

egated to trash cans and junk, this one is finished 

beautifully, with an inviting path meandering 

through, with a metal sunflower sculpture by the 

fence and many plants lining the path.

With entertaining and enjoyment of the yard 

in mind, Chamberlain included a large attached 

louvered pergola to shield part of the backyard 

against the strong afternoon sun coming over the 

west-facing fence. Under the pergola is an outdoor kitchen with a 

grill, an ice maker, a pizza oven, a refrigerator and storage, as well 

as a bar and dining area.

The dining area faces a stone rain wall tall enough to block the 

view of neighboring utility poles and roofs. With candle niches, the 

rain wall is meant to be a visual delight whether the drizzle is on or 

off, and will provide soft glowing light at night, Engel said. 

Near one side of the rain wall is a raised circular patio and fire 

pit area in the corner, somewhat shaded by a Japanese maple tree 

behind the seats. Engel said the maple tree will change color in the 

fall and shed leaves in the winter to accentuate seasonal changes for 

the garden.

Very close to the other side of the rain wall 

are wrought-iron gates and creeping-fig-swathed 

posts, which separate the entertaining area from 

the meditation area of the backyard, where a 

figure-eight path is f loored in tactile gravel and 

edged in stone circle tiles set in purple grout.

The plants in the meditation area are all 

drought tolerant as well, mostly from Australia 

for the similar climate over there, Engel said, 

adding that these plants are all on a drip system.

“Everything in the garden is on a drip system, 

which saves a lot of water,” said Engel. “As 

opposed to a traditional spray, this drip system 

only hits the plants themselves.”

If compliments are any gauge of beauty,  

Chamberlain’s yard meets the definition.

“Some public works guys walked by. They saw 

I was in the yard. They turned around and came back to tell me 

what a beautiful yard I had,” Chamberlain said, adding that one 

of them told her, “I think you have the most beautiful yard in  

Palo Alto.” H+G

Crystal Tai is a freelance writer for the Weekly.  

She can be emailed at crystal2@stanfordalumni.org

(continued from page 12)

A large attached louvered pergola shields part of the backyard against the strong afternoon sun coming over the west-facing fence. Under the pergola is an 
outdoor kitchen with a grill, an ice maker, a pizza oven, a refrigerator and storage, as well as a bar and dining area.

G A R D E N  D E S I G N S

‘I wanted the waterway 
to look as natural 
as possible, with 

undulations, ups and 
downs. It looks like we 
could be out taking a 
hike in the Sierras and 

come upon this.’
—homeowner Holly Chamberlain
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Ce bratin  30+ Year
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With temperatures rising during the summer months, the ther-

mostat inevitably sees a lot more use as the impulse to turn up 

the air conditioner and wait for a nice chill to fill the house grows.  

Sometimes the best way to assure you’ll be able to come home and 

walk into a pleasantly cool home is to leave the air conditioner on 

all day, even if no one is home — which is a literal waste of money 

and energy. 

That’s where the Nest Learning Thermostat comes in. The digi-

tal thermostat can be adjusted remotely through any smart device 

and uses technology to sense when no one’s home to turn itself 

down and save energy.

Palo Alto company Nest devel-

oped the thermostat in 2011 after 

founder Tony Fadell and Matt 

Rogers noticed that the technol-

ogy in thermostats had not changed 

much in 40 years. The duo, who 

founded the Nest company, decided 

to reinvent this relatively overlooked 

household item and created their 

smart thermostat. 

Matt Flegel, a communications 

manager at the Palo Alto company, 

said comfort and safety were key components when creating the 

Learning Thermostat, which operates very differently than average 

thermostats.  

The average thermostat is manual or programmable: You turn it 

on when you get up in the morning, adjust it when you get hot or 

cold, and guesstimate your schedule so that your home will main-

tain the temperature you want it to be. 

The Nest thermostat learns your schedule automatically. It is 

equipped with different motion sensors that allow it to essentially 

observe how and when you heat and cool your home. It knows when 

you are home and when you are away and, over time, it gets better 

at predicting your schedule. There’s an algorithm that manages 

the process and, if there are changes 

in your schedule, it takes that into 

consideration. 

This means the thermostat is 

able to take in a lot of informa-

tion, detecting patterns in your 

schedule and temperature prefer-

ences. It even knows the weather 

forecast and anticipates if it’s 

going to be hot or cold the next 

day, knowing that you prefer the 

ambient temperature to remain at, 

say, 68 degrees. 

Flegel explained that the free 

downloadable Nest app allows for 

customers to change the tempera-

ture remotely. Customers also 

receive a monthly energy report 

from Nest so that they can 

see how their energy use has 

changed over time and how 

it compares to the average 

energy use in the surround-

ing area. Nest works with 

energy providers to provide 

customers energy-conservation 

incentives. 

“Energy providers work with us 

to identify peaks. Any customers who 

have Nest, if they’re not using as much 

energy during those peak times, will get rebates on their energy 

bills. It’s an incentive to use less energy,” Flegel said. 

On average, the Nest Thermostat helps customers save an average 

of 10 to 12 percent on their heating bills and 15 percent on their 

cooling bills. Based on typical energy costs, Nest estimates an aver-

age savings of $131 to $145 a year. H+G

Editorial Intern Anna Medina can be emailed at amedina@paweekly.com.

T E C H  L I F E

Cooling off for summer
NEST’S SMART THERMOSTAT OFFERS A WAY TO 

SAVE ENERGY EVEN WHEN YOU’RE NOT HOME

by Anna Medina

The NEST Learning Thermostat can be adjusted remotely through any smart device.
Images courtesy of NEST.  

The Nest thermostat 
is equipped with 
different motion 

sensors that allow it 
to observe how and 
when you heat and 

cool your home. 
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1243 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View • 650.961.8700
(At Miramonte – behind Baskin-Robbins)

Sterling Custom Upholstery

SU

PER SERVICEAWARD

Angies List
2015

50th

ANNIVERSARY Reduce  •  Reuse  •  Recycle

FREE Local Pick Up 
& Delivery

FREE  
ARM COVERS
with upholstery of any 

couch or chair
With this coupon only. 

Regular value $27.50 plus 
1/2 yard of fabric.  
Expires 10/15/16.

$9250  
Labor Special

Total Price For Labor  
On Standard Couch or Chair

Plus the cost of any fabric you select from 
our complete line of fabrics. Labor price of 
$92.50 includes frame, spring and webbing 
repair. Additional charge for cushion filler, 
tufting and channeling. Customer supplied 
fabric charged at standard labor rate of $55 
per yard. Our 50th year!

www.SterlingCustomUpholstery.com

Remodeling
Renovations

To Choose the Right Builder, Make the Wise Choice

408-650-2432 Lic #1009320 
bonded and insured
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“My Zero Waste Detector shows high levels of 
composting activity throughout Palo Alto! 
But the data also shows that we can optimize 
the results of Palo Alto’s food scraps collection 
program by adding meat, bones and soiled 
paper to the green cart.”
Join Zak Zero and your neighbors — put these 
items in your green compost cart:

“MEAT, BONES &
SOILED PAPER NEEDED 

IN GREEN CARTS”
— Zak Zero, Zero Waste Guy

For more information, visit
www.cityofpaloalto.org/foodscraps
zerowaste@cityofpaloalto.org
(650) 496-5910

p

Zak Zero loves reducing waste. Like all serious fans, 
he’s just bursting to share his knowledge:

ZAK
ZERO WASTE GUY
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Over 3 Generations of experience   
Family owned and operated  •  Extensive Selection 
Custom rugs  •  Appraisals  •  Consignments wel-

come Cleaning and repair offered

Why Choose Us:

WWW.RUGCENTER.COM

650-938-7846

Find the Bay Area’s finest rug collection at The Rug Center.  
We have a huge selection in every size and style including  
runners, very large rugs etc. Our collection includes  

Sultanabad, Oushark, Nain, Tabriz, silk rugs, wool rugs,  
antique rugs, comtemporary styles adn we can customize a rug 

for your specific needs. 

15% 
Our Sale Prices

If You Bring The Ad
Sale Ends 10/19/16

 OFF 

Come Vist our Show Room:
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10,000 
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IN STOCK

AT DEEPLY DISCOUNTED PRICES

RUG CLEANING
Trust Your Investment  

to a Specialist
We provide cleaning,  
spot removal, repair,  

and restoration.

Call 650-938-7846  
to learn more.
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to learn more.

1495  W El Camino Real,  
Mountain View  

Hours: Monday-Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

NEW LOCATIONRug Center
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H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

Homeowner Jeff Clark sandblasted laminated fir planks for the home’s slanted ceiling that soars from seven 
to 11 feet above the kitchen. His wife, Deirdre, chose metal and reflective surfaces with walnut and white 
cabinets to give the kitchen a “relaxed glam” look. 

Jeff and Deirdre Clark helped create many 

dream homes for their clients. He is an 

architect and she is a bathroom and kitchen 

designer, and they own a design/build business. 

This time, they knew they’d found a home for 

themselves.

Jeff found a Mid-Century Modern house 

in Portola Valley that had never been updated 

but had a killer view all the way from Mount 

Tamalpais in Mill Valley to Levi’s Stadium in 

Santa Clara. They decided it was their turn. 

The rundown condition of the home did not 

deter them. “We knew we could make it beau-

tiful,” says Deirdre.

Before they gutted the home, they retained 

whatever could be salvaged, from carport roof 

gravel to redwood siding. Wire brushed and 

stained, the exterior siding was incorporated 

into the new siding. Tar and gravel boards from 

the carport re-emerged as a new deck in the 

landscaping. 

 “The new home has all new finishes, plumb-

ing and electrical system,” says Jeff. The couple 

added about 800 square feet to enlarge the 

master bedroom and add a bathroom, as well 

as some space to the level below it. They also 

replaced the carport with a two- car garage. 

 The split-level house is configured in three 

pods: the kitchen/family area, the living room/

dining room, and the two-level bedroom/

office. Although the floor plan was reorga-

nized, the Clarks took pains to pay homage to 

the original architecture.

 “I loved the original ceiling and wanted to 

retain the roof line, so we kept it intact,” says 

Jeff. “What makes it unique is that the ridge 

is diagonal to the perimeter walls.” — Also, 

the roof — actually, roofs, since there are three 

identical ones covering the three pods-- is 

slanted so that the ceilings soar from seven feet 

to 11 feet high. 

The ceilings are constructed from laminated 

fir planks, placed on end. “I sandblasted them 

and then lightened the color, but I left in the 

knots for character,” says Jeff. Diagonal steel 

supports encased in fir box beams were added 

Mid-century  
made more modern
ARCHITECT/DESIGN COUPLE 

REMODELS PORTOLA VALLEY DREAM 

HOME — FOR THEMSELVES

by Susan Golovin  |  photos by Michelle Le

(continued on page 25)
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Embrace Elegance
HARDWOOD  •  CARPET   

•  TILE  •  AREA RUGS
Locally owned and operated

905 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025

650-384-6326
www.menloflooring.com
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Your personalized portal includes your gas, water, and electricity usage history, as well as 
efficiency tips and information about rebate programs, and other resources. By making 
a difference in your energy usage, you can help the City of Palo Alto win the $5,000,000 
Georgetown University Energy Prize and be eligible to win our upcoming lottery. Sign up 

and log in to: cityofpaloalto.org/utilityprograms or call (650) 713-3411.

The City of Palo Alto Utilities new online portal.

Empowered.

THE CITY OF PALO ALTO UTILITIES
EMPOWERING THE PEOPLE FOR OVER 

100 
 YEARS

II llooggggeedd iinn!!
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on the diagonal, and lights affixed. Flush fire sprinklers now dot the 

upgraded ceiling. A metal, standing-seam roof faces the elements.

The kitchen counters are quartzite. “It looks like marble,” says 

Deirdre, “and it is harder than granite. I chose a leatherized finish 

because I don’t like shiny.” The island, with its deep stainless steel 

sink, is surfaced in a chocolate brown Decton. “It comes in 10-foot 

lengths so there are no seams, and it is completely heat tolerant,” 

she says. The island houses white painted wooden cabinets sur-

rounded by walnut. The structure stands on stainless steel feet. 

Three modern light fixtures hang over it. “We used LED lighting 

throughout,” says Deirdre.

The designer’s sensibility is “relaxed glam’” she says. “I used 

lots of mirrors, like the one on the door of the pantry, because it 

bounces light and makes the space seem bigger.” Details, such as 

the walnut wainscot, and chunky moldings around the windows 

(there are 53, similarly clad throughout the house) add character. 

“I wanted a white wood vent above the stove top,” says Deirdre, 

“and the cabinet maker added the walnut shelves on either side.” A 

handmade tile backspash enhances the area. Deirdre designed the 

fronts of the upper cabinets: clear leaded glass with metal veins. 

Since both Clarks enjoy cooking, there are two ovens and two 

sinks, and a pull-out “baking area” that houses equipment. All of 

the appliances, save for the stainless steel refrigerator, are Miele.

 “The f loors throughout are oak because oak works well over 

hydronic radiant heating,” says Deirdre. “In the carpeted areas we 

had to use a special pad that is heat resistant.” The radiant system 

eliminates the need for forced air. 

The family room features a built-in bench with drawers under-

neath and custom cushions atop. It sits under windows that over-

look the view. “We often eat here, and we lowered a soffit to make 

the dining area more intimate,” says Deirdre. They also added a 

manually operated skylight.

A deck off the living room takes full advantage of the view. The 

more formal dining room faces the back garden, but it too can 

access the view because it is open to the living room. Up a short 

f light, Deirdre’s office is one of the “view rooms.”   

In the upstairs master bedroom they also lowered a soffit to create 

a cozy place to watch TV — a built-in bench with cushions. In this 

room, part of the addition, Jeff had to extend the original ceiling. 

It is the same ridge design, but angled in the opposite direction, 

and, instead of fir, it is dry wall, painted white for an airier feel. A 

generous deck off the master bedroom peers onto a liquid amber 

tree with velvety maroon leaves.

The original fir ceiling reappears in the adjoining master bath, but 

here too it is painted white. Part of the wall facing Deirdre’s quartzite-

topped vanity is divided into six framed rectangles, three above, three 

below. Sconces fill the frames on either side of the lower mirror, and 

the rest, including the triangle on top, are all mirrored. Jeff wanted a 

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T

(continued from page 22)

(continued on page 26)

Left: A view of Deirdre and Jeff Clark’s living room from upstairs shows the light-colored oak floors, clean lines and open spaces that are key features of their 
remodel. Right: A deck off the living room takes full advantage of the view. 
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simpler look, so his vanity consists of three rect-

angles, two sconces and the middle mirror. 

Jeff chose to have a traditional walk in, closed 

closet, while Deirdre’s closet is open. Both are 

located in the walkway leading to the shower and 

tub. The top of Deirdre’s closet was left open for 

the several feet to the ceiling to open the corridor.

“You don’t want too big a shower because it 

takes too long to heat up,” says Deirdre. In theirs, 

subway tiles create mosaic frames around two 

small windows. “We can see San Francisco from 

the shower,” says Jeff. A manzanita branch is the 

perfect backdrop to the freestanding tub, which 

also faces the view.

Downstairs under Deidre’s study, a mirrored 

door opens into their daughter’s room. Her bath-

room features oak cabinetry in an acid-green tone, 

and the frame on her vanity mirror matches the 

cabinetry. “We stacked the shower tiles to give it 

a more contemporary feel,” says Deirdre. An open 

closet and pocket bathroom door create space.

Jeff ’s office, part of the addition, is referred to 

as the bowling alley because of its shape. It shares 

a bathroom with the small bedroom adjoining it. 

A freestanding structure with concrete f loor 

and lots of windows serves as Deirdre’s studio. 

“It’s a funky shape because we used every bit of 

space,” she says. H+G

Susan Golovin is a freelance writer.  

She can be emailed at susangolovin@yahoo.com

(continued from page 25)

H O M E  I M P R O V E M E N T
Goal of Design: 
Completely renovate, but remain 
true to original architecture

Design Challenge: 
Complicated ceiling, which 
needed to be restored and 
extended

Unexpected Problems: 
Anemic water pressure required 
new pump

Year House Built: 
1964

Size: 
Added 800 sq. ft. to existing 
2,400 sq. ft.

Time: 
8 months planning,  
12-month construction

Budget: 
N/A

Architect: 
Jeff Clark, JMC Design/Build, 
650-533-0128,  
www.jmcdesignbuild.com

Owner/Contractor: 
Jeff Clark

Interior Designer: 
Deirdre Clark

Landscape Designer: 
Jeff Clark

The kitchen nook features a built-in bench and hand-
operated skylight. 

  1445 VETERANS BLVD, REDWOOD CITY     650-366-0411     www.TomsOutdoorFurniture.com    Open Daily 10 to 6 

TOM S OUTDOOR FURNITURE VOTED  BEST ON THE PENINSULA
LARGEST SHOWROOM ON THE PENINSULA  - SUMMER SALE ON NOW! 

OVER 20 COLORS IN STOCK 

8 Styles of Benches 
50% OFF ALL TEAK 

30 % OFF 

DEEP SEATING SECTIONALS  

DINNING SETS 
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L O C A L  F I N D S

Backyard whimsy
SCATTER POPS OF COLOR AND ART  
TO ADD CHARM TO ANY GARDEN

by Elizabeth Lorenz

3 Wipe your feet one of these colorful and artistic 
doormats made by artisans in India for entrywaysusa. 

These coir mats come in an array of f loral and geometric 
designs to match any yard’s theme.

$19.99, Hassett Hardware,
875 Alma St.,
Palo Alto

1 This Roma Cushion Glider will welcome anyone tired 
of weeding in the yard or anyone who wants to curl up 

with a book or a glass of lemonade. Comfortable water-
resistant cushions with a powder-coated steel frame. 

$99.99-$129.99, Hassett Hardware,
875 Alma St.,
Palo Alto

2 When it’s time to water your garden, don’t just 
grab a pitcher or that old plastic bucket, grab 

this decorative painted watering can and then set it 
somewhere as a complement to your plants.

$8.99, Menlo Park Hardware,
700 Santa Cruz. Ave.,
Menlo Park

4 Need a piece of art for your 
garden that isn’t a sculpture? 

How about one of these art poles 
from studio-m.com. which come 
in an array of bright designs 
and colors, from hummingbirds 
to f lowers and suns. Next time 
you’re rounding the path in your 
yard, there it will be to brighten 
your day.

$94, Ladera Garden and Gifts,
3130 Alpine Road, #380,
Portola Valley

Photo 1 courtesy of Hassett Hardware; photos 2-4 by Elizabeth Lorenz.
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The Greatest Wealth is... Health

For an expert consultation and pricing, please visit our Showroom, or call us.

www.balancefitness.com

905 North Amphlett Blvd.

San Mateo, CA 94401

650.348.1259

3109 Stevens Creek Blvd.

Santa Clara, CA 95050

408.244.3010

Whether you are designing a complete gym 

or are interested in a single piece of 

equipment, Balance Fitness is here to help 

you. We have consulted with residents, 

professional athletic teams, corporations, 

hotels, schools and health clubs on the 

selection and sales of their fitness equipment. 

n Wholesale Prices from Industry’s

     Finest Manufacturers

n Home & Commercial Fitness Equipment

n N. California’s Largest Selection

n Professional Training Included with

      Each Purchase

n Gym Layout, Including CAD Drawings

n Delivery, Installation & Service 

THE SCREEN THAT 
DOES NOT SNAP BACK

Summer Special
$439 installed  

 for a single standard size door 

Retractable Screens

650-227-4934
bayareaclearview.com

French Doors  •  Single Doors  •  Sliders

MADE IN SAN JOSE, CA

Serving entire Bay Area
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Towel racks may seem to be a minor detail when remodeling a 

kitchen or bathroom, but local experts and designers empha-

size that these rods that were created for function have the ability 

to determine, and even change, the aesthetic of a room.

Ingrid Curran, owner of Kitchens of Los Altos, has been 

designing kitchens for over 35 years. Metals are very important 

when picking towel racks for the style of a kitchen, Curran said. 

If she designs a Tuscan- or southwest-style kitchen, Curran rec-

ommends dark brown brass with ornate detailing. But for a more 

modern look, she says chrome is the way to go.

“If it’s very contemporary or very European, I usually suggest 

chrome. That’s a good choice for that very clean look,” Curran said.

Typically, people like things more clean and simple, according 

to Curran.

Janis Manacsa, designer and director of marketing for Gilman’s 

Kitchens + Baths in Mountain View, echoes Curran’s observation 

in towel rack design choices. 

“A lot of people, if they are going with more contemporary 

or modern, they’re going to go with chrome finishes. The most 

versatile I would say is a brushed nickel,” which is a less shiny 

silvery metal.

Nowadays people want towel racks that are slick and linear, 

Manacsa said. In her store, gold and metals are also popular 

choices. But she said there are other options if your kitchen or 

bathroom isn’t built to fit the latest trend.

“If you’re in San Francisco, or an older home or a Victorian 

home, and you’re doing a traditional bathroom, then you’re going 

to want to go with something that has more rounded edges, more 

detail, something with a more intricate design.”

While towel racks are a more functional item in a kitchen or 

bathroom, they also have the option of giving a luxurious aspect 

to the room. Heated towel racks are racks that when plugged in, 

have the ability to heat towels.  However, Manacsa warns clients 

that heated racks are larger and bulkier than non-heated racks 

because they have a ladder-style set of rungs to warm the whole 

length of a bath towel, but are great for clients who are aiming for 

a more luxurious bathroom feel. 

“It depends on if the client’s function is to be comfortable, and 

they want to spend on that, then they might go for that heated 

towel rack, but typically they will go for something more slender, 

a little bit more discreet,” she said. 

Both Curran and Manacsa design heated towel racks as well as 

non-heated ones. 

Regardless of what is the most popular trend with towel racks, 

there is a wide variety of options for the wide variety of tastes 

among clients. Curran recommends no matter what the style, the 

towel racks should match the rest of the room’s detailing. The 

colors all need to coordinate, it’s more about the color of the metal 

than anything else, she said. H+G

Anissa Fritz is a Weekly editorial intern.  

She can be emailed at afritz@embarcaderopublishing.com

Form follows function
TOWEL RACKS MAY BE IN THE BACKGROUND, 
BUT THEY SHOULD BLEND WITH YOUR HOME

by Anissa Fritz

H A N D Y  H A R D WA R E

Ingrid Curran, owner of Kitchens of Los Altos, recommends dark brown brass towel 
racks with ornate detailing, like the ones featured above, for Tuscan-style kitchens.
Photo by Veronica Weber. 

Towel racks have the ability to determine, and even change, the aesthetic of a 
room. Photo by Treve Johnson, courtesy Gilman’s Kitchens + Baths. 
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MICHAEL DREYFUS
RECENT LISTINGS AND SALES

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Sotheby’s 

393 ATHERTON AVE, ATHERTON
Offered at $8,500,000  /  393atherton.com

SILICON VALLEY ESTATE
Offered at $88,000,000

91 JAMES AVE, ATHERTON
Offered at $6,498,000

1115 RAMONA ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,995,000

159 COLERIDGE AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $6,498,000

644 SENECA ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $8,000,000

75 RESERVOIR RD, ATHERTON
Offered at $9,950,000  /  75reservoir.com

1404 HARKER AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,350,000  /  1404harker.com

1012 HIGH STREET, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,495,000

260 COLERIDGE AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $11,000,000

725 CENTER DR, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,775,000

1058 STANLEY WAY, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,495,000

Ashley Banks, Sales Associate
650.544.8968
ashley.banks@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01913361

Noelle Queen, Sales Associate
650.427.9211
noelle.queen@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01917593

Michael Dreyfus, Broker
650.485.3476
michael.dreyfus@dreyfussir.com
License No. 01121795

ACTIVEACTIVE ACTIVE

ACTIVE

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD



MASONRY SHOWROOM

2490 Charleston Road 

Mountain View, CA 94043

(877) 282-0522

www.pbm1923.com

Yard Locations:

Redwood City 

Sunnyvale  

San Martin 

Livermore

Real Used Brick Fireplace

Your Local Source 

for Landscape Stone, 

Patio Paving, 

House Cladding 

and more...

Full Range Bluestone Patio Pacific Ashlar Stone Cladding


