A new approach to
solar power. See page 5
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Going the distance
In hard times and shrinking
UC and CSU enrollments,
is community college a
viable alternative for
the ﬁrst two years?
[Section 2]

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO LIVE?

open.apr.com

MENLO PARK | 1550 El Camino Real, Suite 100
WOODSIDE | 2930 Wo odside Road
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Carolee Hazard, right, and Jenni Ware load into Ms. Hazard’s minivan donated good from Trader Joe’s
market in Menlo Park, where the act of kindness occurred.

Menlo Park woman’s act of kindness
leads to $93,000-plus for food bank
By Hannah Totte

Donations, which typically range from 93 cents
Special to the Almanac
to $93 each, now total $94,500, according to a
recent count. The food banks says it provides two
hat started as a simple act of kindness meals for every dollar donated.
a year ago, when a Menlo Park woman
“The 93 Dollar Club has had a momentum and
offered to pay a complete stranger’s gro- rhythm of its own,” says Ms. Hazard. “I’ve kind of
cery bill, has led to donations to the Second Har- been along for the ride instead of steering it.”
vest Food Bank that have surpassed the $93,000
Ms. Hazard’s story inspired people to give, even
goal set by the 93 Dollar Club.
amidst the downfall of the economy.
“Itís been a totally unexpected and amazing
“A lot (of this) has been a kind of a perfect
journey,” says Carolee
storm,” she says. “Last
Levick Hazard of Menyear, there was a lot
lo Park, who in August
of bad news for a long
‘The 93 Dollar Club has had a
2009 voluntarily paid
time. People realize that
momentum and rhythm of its own.
the $207 grocery bill of
it feels good to do this
a stranger, Jenni Ware,
stuff.”
I’ve kind of been along for the ride
after Ms. Ware lost her
People often share their
instead of steering it.’
wallet and was stranded
own kindhearted stories
at the checkout stand
with Ms. Hazard, such
CAROLEE HAZARD OF MENLO PARK
without a way to pay.
as noticing a busy neighWhen Ms. Ware
bor’s overgrown lawn
retrieved her wallet and mailed Ms. Hazard a and sneaking over to mow it.
check for $300 — $93 extra, Ms. Hazard consulted
“There’s a lot of good out there,” she says.
her Facebook friends about what to do with the
Now, Ms. Hazard is raising the goal to
extra money. After suggestions were made to $100,000.
donate it to charity, Ms. Hazard matched the $93
“For whatever reason, this story moves people,” she
and sent it to the local Second Harvest Food Bank, says. “This ripple effect is pretty, pretty awesome.”
based in San Jose.
The spread of the story through the social net- Go to shfb.org and click on Carolee Hazard’s 93
work inspired others to donate $93, and by the Dollar Club to donate. On Facebook, search for 93
next day, more than $1,000 had been raised.
Dollar Club.
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2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.
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PRESERVE MENLO'S
SMALL-TOWN CHARM
Request that BevMo's Use Permit be Denied
BevMo, a big chain, is already in nearby Redwood City
and Menlo Park has enough liquor outlets (8).
Menlo Park wisely requires use permits
for liquor stores, gun shops, and massage parlors.
Tell the Planning Commission to deny the use permit.
Pick up a speaking card at the door to simply voice
“No to BevMo” Further comments optional.
Sharon Heights Liquors, Country Corner, Beltramo's,
Willows Liquors & Market, Tri-EZ Liquors

Your attendance is critical!
Monday, August 23rd at 7pm
 ,AUREL 3TREET s -ENLO 0ARK #!
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Pediatric
Cardiovascular
Intensive Care
Unit

Packard
Children’s
Heart Center

Stanford
Hospital &
Clinics

Stanford
School of
Medicine

Packard
Children’s
Hospital

TOGETHER
WE PERFORMED ONE OF THE WORLD’S FIRST
PEDIATRIC HEART TRANSPLANTS.

www.lpch.org

In 1984, we gave 2-year-old Lizzy Craze a new heart. Twenty-ﬁve years
later, she’s one of the longest surviving transplant patients - and she’s
thriving. Today, Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital has one of the nation’s
largest pediatric heart transplant programs. Together, we continue to
pioneer new treatments that reduce the need for heart biopsies, explore
drug therapies that eliminate the need for transplants for many patients,
and sustain patients who await transplants.
Visit lpch.org to see how we work together.
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Officials, residents oppose high-speed rail design changes
By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he decision by the California High-Speed Rail
Authority to drop tunnels
and covered trenches as design
options for the Midpeninsula section of the system will heighten
local opposition to high-speed
rail, officials tell The Almanac.
The remaining design choices are
at-grade trains, aerial tracks, and
open trenches — options opposed
by many local officials.
“It’s in our best interests to start
taking on the challenge to say
aerial won’t work in Menlo Park,”
said Mr. Cline. “I think it’s safe to
say that the majority of the council
would want below-grade tracks.”
Mr. Cline chairs the Peninsula
Cities Consortium, organized to
deal with high-speed rail issues and
made up of five council members
from Menlo Park, Atherton, Palo
Alto, Belmont and Burlingame.
The timing of the Aug. 5 design
presentation in San Francisco
raised some eyebrows. Despite
requests that the rail authority post

designs and presentations online ster, and work with other cities federal funds. To retain the $2.25
at least five days in advance of its to get stronger,” Mr. Cline said. billion already allocated, construcboard meetings, Mr. Cline said “All five Peninsula cities (in the tion on the high-speed rail system
that hasn’t happened.
consortium) agree that aerial isn’t must start by September 2012 and
Referring to Bob Doty, regional the way to go.”
finish within five years.
manager for the project, Mr. Cline
The cities of San Mateo and Red“The strategy is to get what fundsaid: “We knew
ing they can, dig
Bob was tryholes in as many
ing to eliminate
‘We knew Bob was trying to eliminate alternatives, places as possible
alternatives, but
and then count
we did not know but we did not know he was going to take the tunnels on the momenhe was going to
tum of an initiatout. They aren’t playing by the rules.’
take the tunnels
ed construction
MENLO PARK MAYOR RICH CLINE
out. They aren’t
project that the
playing by the
federal governrules.”
wood City, which aren’t members ment won’t let die,” said Martin
The rail authority board also of the consortium, also appear to be Engel, an active local opponent of
announced its intention to focus against elevated tracks, he added.
the project who serves on Menlo
on narrowing the 120-foot-wide
The group plans to send a letter Park’s transportation commission.
right-of-way required for the tracks to the Federal Railway AdministraThe rail authority expects conby as much as 40 feet.
tion challenging the use of elevated struction to generate 100,000 jobs
The question remains as to what, tracks. The consortium also intends per year.
exactly, local city governments can to audit the financing of the survey
A draft of the project’s environdo to force the state’s juggernaut conducted by two research firms mental impact report should start
to listen. Since city councils can’t on behalf of the rail authority that circulating for public comment in
veto the design, the best they can showed 76 percent of 1,206 regis- December.
do is protest and press the federal tered voters in California supported
Mr. Engel said dropping tunnels
government to freeze funding.
the $45 billion project. The survey may seem to save money, but asked,
“We can only do what we can came out a week before the rail “How much more are they willing
do against a big, statewide mon- authority applied for additional to expend, with money they don’t

have, to prevent further lawsuits
that they might not get dismissed
and might lose?”
The rail authority has already
faced two lawsuits over the project.
Another local organization has
spoken up in support of the
Peninsula Cities Consortium.
President Jim Janz of the Community Coalition on High-Speed
Rail challenged the notion that
demanding the project be done
right amounts to obstruction. In
a letter sent to the five city councils represented on the PCC, Mr.
Janz wrote that the authority has
failed to address problems with
the elevated track design.
“Nobody who voted for Proposition 1A wants to destroy some of
the best communities in California
in the name of high-speed rail, and
it’s not necessary to do that to have a
successful high-speed rail project,”
he said in the letter.
Menlo Park Councilmember
Andy Cohen said his comments
about the new design options for
the Midpeninsula “weren’t printable.”
A

High-speed-rail directors
told to avoid Midpeninsula
By Gennady Sheyner
Palo Alto Weekly

T

wo members of the California High-Speed Rail
Authority board of directors have been advised by agency
staff not to participate in public
hearings on the Midpeninsula,
where residents and elected
officials have persistently criticized and occasionally jeered the
voter-approved rail project.
Rod Diridon, a former Santa
Clara County supervisor and
member of the rail authority’s
board of directors, said at an
Aug. 5 board meeting that he and
fellow board member Quentin
Kopp were instructed to avoid
the Midpeninsula region, where
city leaders adamantly oppose
above-ground rail designs.
Two of the cities in the area,
Menlo Park and Atherton, have
sued the rail authority, forcing it
to rewrite several sections of its
environmental impact report for
the Peninsula segment. A third
city, Palo Alto, filed a friend-ofthe-court brief in support of the
plaintiffs in the case.
The rail authority on Aug. 5
unanimously approved a Supplemental Alternatives Analysis

for the San Francisco-to-San
Jose segment of the rail line. The
document essentially eliminates
the two locally popular options:
covered trenches and deep tunnels, and recommends designs
that rely on at-grade tracks,
aerial viaducts and some short
tunnels.
The rail authority approved
the report with little discussion
despite pleas from many Peninsula rail officials and residents
who asked the board to keep the
tunneling options on the table.
Just before their vote, Mr.
Diridon said he has “a little
impatience” about retaining
all the design options that were
previously identified and reaffirmed that the rail system will
go through the Peninsula and
along the Pacheco Pass.
He also asked Peninsula residents to “come together” and
help the rail authority come
up with a solution that’s both
acceptable and affordable.
“We’ve got to move from our
entrenched positions,” Mr. Diridon said, with no hint of irony.
He quickly clarified that by

Photo by Michael Abramson

Reuben Veek (center), the founder of Sunwork, helps install solar panels on a Menlo Park home.

A new approach to solar power
Menlo Park homeowners are early adopters of Sunwork system
By Michael Abramson
Special to The Almanac

R

euben Veek had an idea
for how to offer solar
power to homeowners
who might not be able to afford
it: form a nonprofit, recruit
volunteer solar panel installers
who are eager to develop their
skills, then offer it to people who
demonstrate a commitment to

energy efficiency, at one-third
off the cost of
other installers.
A lthough
he
formed
his nonprofit,
called Sun- Reuben Veek
work, in 2005,
Mr. Veek, a Stanford graduate,
didn’t really begin to use it to
install solar panels until a few

months ago, after he left a job at
SolarCity, a major solar installer,
to ramp up Sunwork.
Among the early adopters of
the Sunwork system are Menlo
Park residents Ora and David
Chaiken, who wanted solar panels on the roof of their Sonoma
Avenue home to help offset
some of the additional power
See SUNWORK, page 8

See RAIL, page 8
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On Sale Grocery

Sale Dates: August 11, 12, 13, 14
13oz

NEWMAN'S OWN
PEPPERONI PIZZA

3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Deli Department

Fresh Produce
California

BARTLETT PEARS
California

JUICE ORANGES
Organic

SPRING MIX

79
59¢
$ 99
3
¢

East Meets West with our
Mandarin Orange
Teriyaki Chicken Bowls
Chicken
OR with Brown Rice

lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS
FILET MIGNON

5
$
1798
49

6

$ 79

lb

lb

Meat and Seafood

$

12oz. 6 Pack Cans—Plus Calif.
Redeem Value

5

$ 19

lb.

Try our Fresh and Delicious Chinese
Chicken Salad with our very own Sesame or
Plum Dressings Topped with Crunchy Rice
Noodles
$ 29
lb.

7

lb

12oz.

THE OJAI COOK
LEMONAISE
13oz. Can

PEDIGREE CHOICE
CUTS DOG FOOD

Wine and Spirits

Alta Maria Vineyards

lb

ea.

TECATE CERVEZA
HORIZON ORGANIC
MOZZARELLA
STRING CHEESE

The Santa Maria Valley’s soil and climate is perfectly
suited to the Burgundian grapes –Chardonnay, and
Pinot Noir. It takes great passion, commitment,
and talent to marry the bounty of mother nature,
viticulture, and wine making to create fine wines
of beauty, nuance, and harmony. The wines of
Alta Maria capture the purity, freshness, and
transparency that define great Pinot Noir and
Chardonnay. These are FANTASTIC values!

2008 Alta Maria Pinot Noir,
Santa Maria Valley

$

2008 Alta Maria Chardonnay,
Santa Maria Valley

$

2199

Reg. $24.99 Sale
If you are looking for honest Pinot with purity and fine detail, this is it!

2199

Reg. $24.99 Sale
A fresh Chardonnay with hints of citrus and pear fruits and a long, subtle,
haunting mineral finish.

Sale prices do not qualify for further discount.
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469
$ 99
4
$ 19
3
$ 99
1
79c
$
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R EAL E STATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

Three Menlo council candidates file
Three candidates for the
Menlo Park City Council
made their intentions official
on Aug. 6. Incumbents Rich
Cline and Heyward Robinson filed papers with the city
clerk’s office and qualified
to run; so did community
activist Chuck Bernstein.
Since Councilman John
Boyle will not run for reelection, the filing deadline
has been extended to Aug.
11.
Two potential candidates
opted to play the waiting
game. Menlo Park Fire Protection District Board President Peter Ohtaki and local
businessman Russell Peterson, who planned to fine-

(

ELECT O N
( 10
(
(2 0
tune their candidate statements over the weekend, may
file by Aug. 11.
Mr. Ohtaki plans to deliver
his papers on Aug. 10, while
Mr. Peterson was weighing
his interest in running for
office against his opposition to high speed rail, as
he would likely be unable to
vote on the project as a council member due to a conflict
of interest.
Mike Brady, who took out
candidate papers earlier in
the filing period, told The
Almanac he has decided not

to run. “I would be prevented from any high-speed rail
activity while sitting on the
council,” he wrote Aug. 6 in
an e-mail to The Almanac.
“I went to the (High-Speed
Rail Authority) board meeting yesterday in San Francisco, and they unveiled a
disastrous, ugly, industrial
plan for the 55-mile Peninsula; we shall never be the same
again unless we are strong
and fight it to the end,” he
wrote.
Mr. Brady was one of two
attorneys representing Mr.
Peterson in a lawsuit against
the rail authority.
— Sandy Brundage

Foreclosures
Dear Gloria, I live on a street where
there have been two foreclosures
over the last eighteen months. I have
recently had my house appraised by
a local realtor and he insists on using
the foreclosures in his analysis of the
value of my home. That doesn't seem
right to me as I am under no duress
to sell. Is that the way realtors are
doing it now or should I ask another
realtor for an opinion?
R. Cassidy

It does indicate softening of prices as
well, although that would depend upon
what prices the properties sold for at
foreclosure sale. Often these properties
become a blight on the neighborhood
with lawns turning brown and the house
being uncared for. Were the properties
allowed to deteriorate during the
foreclosure process? If so, have the new
owners fixed them up? If not and you
are in no hurry to sell, it might be better
to wait until your street rids itself of a
distressed appearance.

Dear. R. Cassidy, Unfortunately, the
foreclosure sales do become part of the
data that we use in a suggested list price
for comparable properties in the same
neighborhood. The county recorder has
that information and it is part of the
public records so it cannot be ignored.

There is a recent study out from Harvard,
which states that any property within
one hundred and fifty yards from a
foreclosure suffers a 7% loss in value.
I frankly, think that is a conservative
number, especially if there is more than
one in the immediate area.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.
com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

Four file for Atherton council race; deadline extended
Incumbents Jim Dobbie and
Jerry Carlson, town Audit Committee member Bill Widmer, and
Cary Weist will be on the November ballot in the race for three open
seats on the Atherton City Council, with more candidates likely to
file papers by the Wednesday, Aug.
11, deadline.

Mr. Weist filed his papers on
Monday afternoon. The Almanac
has been unable to contact him for
information.
Incumbent Charles Marsala, who
announced in the spring that he
didn’t plan to run, was true to his
word, and as a result, the filing
period for non-incumbents has been

extended to 5 p.m. Wednesday.
Audit Committee member Rose
Hau took out candidate papers on
Aug. 6, joining Planning Commissioner Phil Lively and Rail Committee member Mike McPherson
as potential candidates who must
return papers to City Hall to
qualify for the ballot.

C U S T O M
S O L U T I O N S
F O R
E V E R Y
S T Y L E
A N D
E V E R Y
B U D G E T

Election races now likely for local school boards
Four candidates are running
for three board seats in the
Menlo Park City Elementary
School District.
Ana C. Uribe-Ruiz, a Menlo Park mother and business
owner, has filed her papers and
joins incumbent Laura Linkletter Rich, former board member
Terry Thygesen, and commu-

nity volunteer Joan Lambert in
the November election contest
for seats on the five-member
school board.
Four candidates are also running for three open seats on the
board of the Las Lomitas Elementary School District. Ann
C. Jaquith, an educator, joins
incumbent Jay Siegel, venture

capitalist Richard Ginn, and
corporate lawyer Mark Reinstra.
In each race, an incumbent
has chosen not to run for reelection, which automatically
extends the filing period by five
days. Candidate papers must be
filed with the Registrar of Voters
by 5 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 11.

Voter guides not mailed to some county households
Admail West, a direct-mail company, is at fault for the irregular
distribution in San Mateo County
of state voter information pamphlets on the June primary election, according to the office of state
Assemblyman Jerry Hill.
Some households did not receive
the pamphlet at all, while oth-

ers received multiple copies, Mr.
Hill’s office said. All local voters
did receive pamphlets describing
measures and elections local to
the county, such as the races for
treasurer and coroner, said county
Elections Manager David Tom.
Mr. Tom said he had no information as to how many state

guides were missing or which parts
of the county were affected.
The Secretary of State’s office has
not yet responded to a request for
details.
Voters can opt out of receiving the
state guide, but current law requires
county officials to mail a local guide
to every registered voter.

$500
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Publisher Sloane Citron to start local newspaper
By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

A

nother newspaper is coming
to the Peninsula. On Aug.
16, the Daily WAMP enters
the fray as a print-only newspaper
published Monday through Friday, covering Woodside, Atherton,
Menlo Park, and Portola Valley,
which explains the name.
The paper has been a long
time coming, according to publisher Sloane Citron, who said he

launched his first newspaper as a
second-grader. Although he also
serves as publisher for Gentry
magazine, he said the two publications are not related.
“The newspaper is to be about
all those things that make towns
click. We will present the minutia
of our community, all the things
that are a part of the day-to-day
life of our towns, from chamber
news to store openings to lost
cats,” he said.

Part of Mr. Citron’s strategy
involves recruiting residents as
deputy reporters through the
paper’s website (thedailyweb.com)
to round out the current staff of
five. Don’t plan on dropping by the
office, though; the publisher said
their offices are “virtual.”
He said approximately 5,000
copies will be distributed at 50
points throughout the Peninsula.
Page counts, he estimated, would
run around 12 to 24 per issue.
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Atherton building official
retires from department
facing fierce criticism
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

A

therton Building Official Mike Wasmann
announced last week that
he will retire on Sept. 18, exiting
a department that has seen its
share of turmoil and has been
the target of fierce criticism since
around 2005.
Appointed to the position in
February 2007, Mr. Wasmann
replaced Mike Hood, who retired
abruptly in June 2006, shortly
after Atherton officials admitted
to hiring an investigator to look
into allegations of impropriety in
the building department.
Mr. Wasmann has himself
been the target of public criticism, particularly by resident
Kimberly Sweidy, who in June
called for Mr. Wasmann’s firing.
Former town finance director
John Johns, who produced a
stinging audit of the building
department in 2006, has also
been a strong critic of Mr. Wasmann, questioning a number
of inspections he performed on
houses that Mr. Johns asserts
are not in compliance with the
town’s code.
Mr. Wasmann told The Almanac that he underwent heart surgery in April, and that fact, plus
his approaching 61st birthday,
prompted him and his family to
conclude it was time to retire.
He would not comment on
Ms. Sweidy’s criticism.
Although he is officially on
staff until the middle of next
month, he will begin a vacation
after this work week, so his last
day on the job will be Friday,
Aug. 13, according to Assistant
City Manager Eileen Wilkerson.
Ms. Wilkerson said that Mr.
Wasmann’s retirement was “for
solely personal reasons.” She
said the decision was entirely
his, and noted that “he’s done
so many good things here.”
The town, she added, will host
a retirement party for him “to
celebrate with him and see him
into his future.”
Ms. Sweidy called for Mr.
Wasmann’s firing in June in a
written notice to City Council
members and town officials
about the multi-million-dollar

retrofitting and repair projects
she and her husband, Raymie
Stata, are having to have done
on their custom-built home.
The building department, she
said, was guilty of “gross negligence” in the way it conducted
inspections of the house as it
was being constructed and in
ultimately signing off on the
project.
Mr. Wasmann, she said, is “the
town employee with the most
culpability,” conducting some of
the house inspections himself,
and overseeing a department
that failed to properly detect the
many problems the family has
discovered since moving into
the house on Broadacres Road,
including serious structural
deficiencies.
In attempting to figure out
how her home construction project passed muster with the town’s
building department, Ms. Sweidy
began an investigation. About
two months ago, she discovered
that Mr. Wasmann’s certification as a building inspector had
lapsed in June 2007, five months
after he had been promoted from
senior building inspector to
building official. And, she found,
he does not hold building official
certification.
After the town learned of Mr.
Wasmann’s failure to renew his
building inspector’s certification,
he took “the necessary steps” to
reinstate it, and completed the
process in June, Ms. Furth said
in a June 29 letter to Ms. Sweidy.
In an e-mail sent in response to
Mr. Wasmann’s announcement,
Ms. Sweidy wrote: “Mr. Wasmann’s ‘retirement’ comes as a
relief. However, we will not have a
repeat of the Mr. Hood situation.
Out of sight is not out of mind.
“’Retirement’ does not obviate
the need for accountability and
remediation. This is just the first
step.”
Ms. Wilkerson said the town
hasn’t had a chance to discuss
options for replacing Mr. Wasmann. Just as town managers
review all positions when they
become vacant, “We will be looking at all aspects of the building
official position at this time, now
that Mr. Wasmann has announced
his retirement.”
A

Get local news updates FREE in your e-mail inbox daily.
Sign up today at TheAlmanacOnline.com
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Photo by Michael Abramson

David and Ora Chaiken stand next to a control box that will regulate the new solar panels they
had installed on their Menlo Park home by Sunwork

A new approach to solar power
SUNWORK
continued from page 5

they will be using when they
buy an electric car.
Local safety rules forced
the Chaikens to put up a
fairly small system — certain roof spaces have to be
left open in case of a fire. Still,
Sunwork expects the solar
system to offset at least 40
percent of the Chaikens’ current energy usage. According
to Ms. Chaiken, the system
should start paying for itself
in about seven years.
The Chaikens’ home is only
the sixth Sunwork’s installation, and the first outside of
Sunnyvale.
Volunteers are the essential component to Sunwork’s
ability to operate cheaply. The
company now has 50 trained
volunteers and another 40
signed up to receive training,

Shuttle changes
The Marguerite Shuttle, Stanford’s free public shuttle service,
has a new route. Catch the
shuttle Monday through Friday,
except on holidays, between
6:48 a.m. and 6:21 p.m. every
half hour.
The Menlo Park shuttle stops
at Stanford Hospital, Pasteur
RAIL
continued from page 5

“we” he means the residents
because the rail authority isn’t
allowed to reach conclusions
before adequately studying all
options. This was too much for
one member of the audience,
who interrupted Mr. Diridon
with a shout of, “Give me a
break!”
Mr. Diridon told the audience
that the interruption was “really
rude” and that interruptions like

says Mr. Veek, who is the company’s only paid employee.
“We’ve had no shortage of
volunteers,” he says. “There is
a lot of environmental interest
and there are a lot of people
who are looking for something to put on their resume
so they can get into the green
jobs market.”
Currently, Sunwork is offering its services only to homeowners in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties who
“support conservation and
efficiency as essential complements to renewable energy,”
according to the company’s
website, sunwork.org.
A table showing the maximum annual energy use
allowed to qualify for a Sunwork installation is on its
website.
Says Ms. Chaiken: “We are
not solely focused on being
green, but we do what we can.

We try to be conscious of the
choices we’re making.”
Mr. Veek, 27, has been
involved in solar since graduating from Stanford. He calls
himself “basically a bleedingheart environmentalist.”
“We’re in it for the long
haul,” he adds.
Fitting the mold of the Stanford grad, Mr. Veek is thinking big. The website says that
“Sunwork pushes to change
the shape of our energy landscape, and to change the feeling that the environmental
problems humanity faces are
too big to be within the power
of individuals to meaningfully
impact.”
Though her solar panels
have only just been installed,
Ms. Chaiken is already a
strong supporter of the company. “I think Sunwork is
awesome,” she says. “How
could you not?”

N BR IE FS

Drive and Sand Hill Road, Staples and Safeway on El Camino,
and the Menlo Park Caltrain
station. Call 724-8676 or visit
transportation.stanford.edu/
marguerite for more information.
that one was one of the reasons
he and Mr. Kopp no longer make
presentations on the Peninsula.
“Last time we were there, you
shouted us down,” Mr. Diridon
said. “That’s not democracy.
That’s a sick kind of process.”
Mr. Diridon said he would be
willing to return if people were
more polite.
“I’ll come back and meet with
you any time that you be polite
and let me meet with you,” he
added.
Not all directors are avoiding

A

Goodwill art auction
On Thursday, Aug. 12, Goodwill
and Sustainable San Mateo will
host an art auction in Atherton.
The event, sponsored by the Salesforce Foundation, will take place at
El Camino Hall at Menlo College
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Call 638-2323
or go to ssmcgoodwill.eventbrite.
com for tickets.
the Peninsula. Board Chair Curt
Pringle last month toured the
Caltrain corridor with elected
officials from Menlo Park, Atherton, Palo Alto and Mountain
View.
A

N I NFO RMATI O N
Go to is.gd/e82Jo (case-sensitive)
to see the Alternative Analysis
Report for the San Francisco-to-San
Jose section of the project. It’s a
big document and can take several
minutes to load.
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Councilwoman: Let’s end the rancor
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

A

n attempt to gather
Atherton City Council
members together for a
refresher course on the council’s
Code of Conduct appears heading for a debate — civil, it is
hoped — on free-speech rights
and spending priorities.
In a July 29 memo to council
colleagues and town management, Councilwoman Elizabeth
Lewis called for a workshop
in the near future to review
the town’s Code of Conduct,
asserting that the code had been
violated in spirit and intent on
several recent occasions.
“My hope is to raise the level
of civility in our council meetings,” Ms. Lewis said in an interview. Demeaning comments
and accusations made during
recent meetings — by both
council members to each other
and by members of the public
who are not asked to remain
civil — “really undermines our
ability to work together,” she
said.
On more than one occasion
at council meetings, members
of the public have criticized
council members for bickering
and incivility toward each other.
Planning Commissioner William Grindley, speaking on the
issue of hiring a city attorney
at the Aug. 2 special council
meeting, prefaced his public
comments by saying that he has
“come to these meetings and
watched the pissing match that
goes on and am befuddled.”
Mr. Grindley ultimately
walked out of the meeting,
shaking his head, during a

N ATHERTON

subsequent heated exchange
between Ms. Lewis and Mayor
Kathy McKeithen.
The recent discussions of the
city attorney’s contract, during
which Mayor McKeithen was
particularly critical of current contract attorney Wynne
Furth, were a major impetus for
Ms. Lewis’ push to review the
code, she said. Code of Conduct
policy statement 100.11 states
that council members “should
not publicly criticize the city
manager or staff, but shall discuss any concerns about (them)
in a closed session...”
Legitimate comment?

Mayor McKeithen said in
an interview that her remarks
about Ms. Furth were appropriate considering the context in
which they were made: a discussion in which some council
members questioned her push
to consider hiring an attorney
other than Ms. Furth, whose
law firm is closing and who is
seeking to retain her position
through her new law firm.
Noting that other council
members were praising Ms.
Furth’s work and stating why
they wanted to retain her, Ms.
McKeithen said, “When they
raised that question, I had
an obligation to explain why,
but within the confines of not
crossing a line” set by the Code
of Conduct or rules of general
civility. She asserted that she did
not cross that line.
Ms. Lewis acknowledged that
the council must distinguish
between free speech and inap-

propriate, malicious comments
in trying to maintain decorum,
but Mayor McKeithen said the
distinction is often murky. “Am
I to be the judge of what is free
speech and what is not?” she
asked. “I think that is a very
fine line to walk, and ... at some
point you start (limiting) other
people’s rights.”
City Manager Jerry Gruber
said he will place Ms. Lewis’
request to discuss the workshop
question on the Aug. 18 agenda
if she submits the required letter, and noted that the council
might also consider including
town commissioners and committee members in a Code of
Conduct training workshop.
Ms. McKeithen said she will
participate in such a workshop if
a majority of her colleagues want
it. But, she noted in an e-mail to
Mr. Gruber that she copied to
The Almanac, the town’s meager
budget for council and commission member training might be
needed for other matters such as
reviewing the Brown Act — the
state’s open meeting law — and
that the council should review
other needs to determine its priorities in spending the funds.
But Councilwoman Lewis said
the pervasive divisiveness and
rancor at council meetings “is
really damaging to the town.” In
her July 29 memo, she expressed
hope “that we can agree to have
differences of opinions on issues
and focus on compromise to
move our town forward in a
positive way, rather than continue the backbiting, malicious
innuendo and personal attacks
that have been occurring” at
recent meetings.

*12 week minimum. Limited time offer. Call for details
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Council wants bidding process for choosing town attorney
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

A

n ad hoc committee of
two council members and
a handful of citizens will
most likely help the Atherton City
Council in the process of hiring a
town attorney, the council agreed
in a special meeting held the morning of Aug. 2.
Current town attorney Wynne
Furth formally notified the
town on July 1 that her firm,
McDonough Holland & Allen, was
terminating its contract, effective
Aug. 31, because the firm was ending its operations. Ms. Furth subsequently submitted a proposed
agreement between the town and
her new firm, Burke, Williams &
Sorenson of Menlo Park.
Although City Manager Jerry
Gruber, at the council’s July 21
meeting, recommended retaining
Ms. Furth and the services of the

new law firm, the council asked
Mr. Gruber to come up with more
options, including going out to bid
for legal services, and appointing a
committee of citizens and council
members to facilitate the process.
At that meeting and the Aug.
2 meeting, Ms. Furth’s performance was debated, with Mayor
Kathy McKeithen most forcefully
expressing dissatisfaction with
it, and Councilwoman Elizabeth
Lewis defending Ms. Furth’s work
with the town, which has been hit
hard by litigation and settlements
costs.
With the council majority supporting a bidding process to hire
the next attorney and formation
of an ad hoc committee to participate, Ms. Lewis and Councilman
Jim Dobbie volunteered to be on
the committee.
The council is expected to formalize its decision to appoint a
committee at its regular meeting

on Aug. 18, when, it is hoped, all
council members will be present.
Councilman Jerry Carlson was
absent from the Aug. 2 meeting.
A
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Photography by Frank Gaglione; Physician: George A. Fisher, Jr., MD, PhD; Patient: Gary Grandmaison

STAND
FOR
STANFORD
MEDICINE
ARRANGING YOUR RETIREMENT TO REFLECT
YOUR VALUES, YOUR NEEDS AND THE IMPACT
YOU SEEK TO HAVE IN THE WORLD

IN THESE ECONOMIC TIMES, CONSIDER THE BENEFITS OF
A STANFORD MEDICINE GIFT ANNUITY:
4 With a gift annuity of $20,000 or more, Stanford makes ﬁxed annual
payments to you or a loved one for life
4 Receive a tax deduction and possible future tax savings

STANFORD GIFT ANNUITIES
Current Single-Life Rates
Age

Rate (%)

65

5.5

75

6.4

85

8.1

4 It’s easy to set up
4 Support Stanford University School of Medicine’s world-class
medical research and education
TO LEARN MORE,
PLEASE CONTACT US.
Stanford University School of Medicine
Ofﬁce of Planned Giving
Carol J. Kersten, JD
650.725.5524
pgmed@stanford.edu
http://pgmed.stanford.edu
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BevMo rallies for second try at store
Q Menlo Park Planning Commission
schedules hearing on Aug. 23.
By Sandy Brundage
Almanac Staff Writer

T

hree years after shelving
plans for a Menlo Park
store, Beverages & More
(BevMo) is back. The alcohol
retailer has filed for a liquor license
with the state for a new location
at 700 El Camino Real, the former
site of Chili’s restaurant.
The Planning Commission
will hear BevMo’s request on
Aug. 23, according to Jeff Sealy,
the chain’s vice president of real
estate. He said the El Camino
location should be compatible
with the community’s desires to
retain its downtown charm.
The last time BevMo tried to
expand the city’s alcohol offerings, six other vendors, includ-

N MEN L O PARK

A Full-Service Immigration Law Firm
Serving the SF Bay Area & Silicon Valley for 25+ years
PERM Labor Certiﬁcation N EB1/NIW Self-Petitions
Green Cards, H1B and Work Permits
Engineers, IT/Computer ﬁelds, Scientists/Researchers
HR/Corporate, Business & Individual Clients

Free Attorney Consult!

ing Draeger’s and Beltramo’s,
launched a campaign to keep
the store out of Menlo Park.
The acrimony appears to be
stirring again. Residents report
receiving unsigned letters begging them to “preserve Menlo’s
uniqueness” by protesting the
big chain’s arrival.
Dan Beltramo shed some
light on the mailer’s origins. “It
was sent by a group of retailers
that feel strongly the city is best
served by retailers already here,”
he said. In a fax sent to The
Almanac, Mr. Beltramo wrote
that a big-box store adds no
charm to the city, and threatens
local purveyors. The fax advocates for denial of a use permit,
claiming the city has already
reached a “saturation point”

with eight liquor stores.
“Trying to convince the Planning Commission and City
Council to regulate business in
the city is inappropriate,” said
Mr. Sealy. “So is trying to use
city government to block competition.”
He added that Menlo Park residents already shop at the chain’s
Redwood City and Mountain
View locations, so claiming
that their needs are already met
within the city is incorrect.
Anonymous protests seem to be
all the rage in Menlo Park lately;
the City Council recently voted to
settle a lawsuit brought by mostly
unidentified plaintiffs that forced,
among other changes, the scalingdown of a planned grocery store
at 1300 El Camino Real.

650.424.1900 N greencard1.com N heller@greencard1.com

Clearview

P Window cleaning

P 20 years experience
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CALL SHAWN c   
for a free estimate
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Star party set for Friday night in Portola Valley
It’s that time of year once
more, when astronomers in
and around Portola Valley
gather at 8 p.m. on an August
night — this time on Friday,
Aug. 13 — to set up telescopes
near the soccer field at 765
Portola Road for an evening of
free star and planet gazing.
When it gets dark enough,
there will also be Milky Way
gazing, said Andrew Pierce, a
member of the town’s Nature
and Science Committee, which
is sponsoring this public event.

Children and families are welcome.
The moon will be a sliver,
good for moon-watching and
great for not bathing the sky
with light that would otherwise complicate an opportunity to see Venus, Mars and Saturn in the same general area of
the sky, Mr. Pierce said.
The Milky Way is technically always visible, but much
more visible during the summer, Mr. Pierce said.
Also expected to show up is

Redwood City resident Albert
Highe, the Bay Area’s “premier
telescope maker,” Mr. Pierce
said. A workshop for telescope
owners is one of the evening’s
planned events.
To find your way after dark,
you’re advised to bring a flashlight with the lens covered
with red cellophane to protect
peoples’ night vision.
E-mail apierce@pierceshearer.com or call 842-8480 to
volunteer.

ANDREW LUCK

OWEN MARECIC
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STANFORD STADIUM!
SATURDAY, SEPT. 4 – 3:30PM VS. SACRAMENTO STATE
Kids 14 and under are free when accompanied by adult.

SEASON TICKETS START AT ONLY $145

Saturday, August 21, 2010
Frost Amphitheater, Stanford University

What’s Your Deal 3-Game Mini Plans
start at $85 (includes the USC game and
your choice of two other home games).

4:30pm Doors open, 6:00pm Summer Symphony begins

www.summersymphony.org
(650) 725-2787
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GET TICKETS BY CALLING 1-800-STANFORD
OR VISIT GOSTANFORD.COM
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Cell-phone company fights
denial of antenna permit
By Dave Boyce

N P O RTO L A VA L L EY

Almanac Staff Writer

T

-Mobile West Corp., the
company that wants to
erect a 50-foot-to-60-foot
cell phone tower in the Portola
Valley’s Westridge neighborhood,
is asking the Town Council to
reverse a decision by the Planning
Commission denying a conditional use permit for the tower.
The council plan to consider
the company’s appeal Sept. 22.
The Planning Commission
decision “violates federal law
and in particular the Telecommunications Act of 1996,” said
T-Mobile attorney Paul Albritton
of the San Francisco firm Mackenzie & Albritton in an Aug. 5
letter to the council.
The commission’s decision is not
supported by substantial evidence,
is unreasonably discriminatory,
and has the effect of prohibiting
T-Mobile from providing personal
wireless services in Portola Valley,
Mr. Albritton said.
In denying the permit in a 4-1
vote, the majority on the Planning
Commission said the tower failed
on aesthetic grounds, reasoning
that the courts have yet to address

a cell phone company’s discretion
in a small, semi-rural town like
Portola Valley.
The commissioners also questioned the validity of competing
maps — one from the company
and another from an independent
technical firm hired by the town
to cross check T-Mobile’s claim of
gaps in phone coverage.
Nate McKitterick, a member of
the Planning Commission, said
T-Mobile has not demonstrated
a significant gap in service. He
said the tower would impose “an
undue visual impact contrary to
the spirit and natural beauty of
Portola Valley.”
The tower could be hidden
inside a faux pine tree, referred to
as a monopine, that would be a few
feet taller than the tower.
Chip McIntosh, the sole member
of the Planning Commission who
favored granting the permit, said
the streets are already studded with
poles, that other cell phone companies may apply for antenna space,
and that the proposed site, owned
by the California Water Service
Co., is “a good place to do it.”
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Barbara P. Wood
Hewlett-Packard retiree

A service for Barbara Paskell
Wood of Menlo Park will be
held at 10:30
a.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 24, at Jennings Pavilion
in HolbrookPalmer Park in
Atherton. Ms.
Wood died at
home on July
Barbara P. Wood
22 after a brief
battle
with
cancer. She was 69.
Ms. Wood was born and raised
in New York City. She graduated
from the University of Michigan, where she earned a degree
in history. She settled in the
Bay Area in 1973, living first in
Ladera, later moving into Menlo
Park. After raising her children,
she worked as a marketing editor for Hewlett-Packard.
Ms. Wood was fond of spending time at Lake Tahoe and will
be remembered by those who
loved her as a mother, grandmother, golf and tennis enthusiast, and a traveler, say family
members.
She is survived by her sons,
David Wood of San Mateo and

Former bookkeeper
pleads not guilty
Evette Christine Weiler, the
former bookkeeper for Roger Reynolds Nursery who was
arrested in July on charges of
embezzlement of more than
$100,000, pleaded not guilty Aug.
3 in San Mateo County Superior
Court before Judge Lisa Novak.
Ms. Weiler, 31, came under
suspicion after auditors discovered irregularities in the books
of the nursery, located at 133
Encinal Ave. in Menlo Park,
prosecutors said.
A jury trial is set for Jan. 24,
2011. Ms. Weiler is out on a
$100,000 bond, prosecutors said.

R E C O R D

Jason Ward of Menlo Park; four
grandchildren; and significant
other, Doyle Maness.
Memorial donations may be
made to the American Cancer
Society.

Mark D. Montague
Computer graphics engineer

Mark David Montague, son of
Nancy and David Montague of
Menlo Park, died July 19 while
diving at Laguna Beach. He was
42.
Mr. Montague was a native of
Menlo Park, where he attended
local schools, graduating from
Menlo-Atherton High School in
1985.
A graduate of California Institute of Technology, he was a computer graphics engineer, with a
wide range of technical interests
including marine biology.
His hobbies were scuba diving,
sailing, skiing and restoring a
Ford Mustang as old as he was,
say family members.
Friends are invited to a celebration of his life to be held
at Caltech in Pasadena on his
birthday, Oct. 2.
For those wishing to remember him with a donation, the
family suggests Save the Bay,
350 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Oakland, CA 94612.

SENIORS HEALTH SPECIALIST
Are you a senior, or do you have
an elder parent and are
concerned about their health?
Contact a Certiﬁed Fitness
Trainer experienced in working
with seniors.
Training that focuses on:
1. Strength: increase bone density
and keep weight and blood sugar in
check
2. Balance: help prevent falls
3. Stretching: freedom of movement
4. Endurance: aid breathing and heart
functions
fu

Menlo Medical Clinic
is pleased to announce
the arrival of the following board certiﬁed physicians:
AMY ELLIOTT, MD

– Internal Medicine and Rheumatologist

Doctor Amy Elliott completed her Internal Medicine and Rheumatology
residency and fellowship at Stanford University Medical Center

LAURA SALDIVAR, MD

– Pediatrician

Doctor Laura Saldivar completed her Pediatric internship and residency at
Stanford University Medical Center and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

GRACE PEACE YU, MD, MS C

– Allergist/Immunologist

Doctor Grace Peace Yu completed her Allergy Immunology fellowship
at Stanford Medical Center and internship and residency at Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

1300 Crane St.
Menlo Park, CA 94025

321 Middlefield Rd.
Menlo Park, CA 94025

650.498.6500
menloclinic.com

Personal Fitness Training
by Brian Doyle
Call 650-235-6494
$$$%!&%!
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Wakeup call on high-speed rail

P

eninsula cities appear to have little hope of overturning preliminary engineering plans that show the California high-speed
rail project will run most of its trains on aerial viaducts or
berms or in open trenches through Menlo Park and Atherton.
These options, made public last week at a San Francisco meeting, remove deep tunnels and covered trenches from consideration,
despite their popularity with most Peninsula cities. And although
running trains at-grade was not ruled out, no provision was made in
the staff report for grade separations that would have to accomED ITORI AL
pany that option.
The opinion of The Almanac
The rail authority said it would
require an additional $1 billion to
build the covered trench design on the Midpeninsula section of the
rail corridor. Any hope of burying the tracks in a completely underground tunnel was unceremoniously swept off the table when the
authority released its most detailed drawings yet of how they expect
the San Francisco to San Jose segment to be built.
Menlo Park Mayor Rich Cline came away from the meeting
saying that the authority had not “played by the rules” when it
released its report just minutes before the meeting, violating a
promise made earlier to post such reports on the Web five days
prior to a meeting. The board unanimously approved the report
at the Aug. 5 meeting with little discussion.
Now Mr. Cline, who chairs the Peninsula Cities Consortium
that was organized to take on high-speed-rail issues, says he will
focus on the open-trench option. At this point, it is likely that
other consortium members — Atherton, Palo Alto, Belmont
and Burlingame — also would favor the below-grade rather
than overhead tracks, he said.

For Mr. Cline, there is little choice. “It’s in our best interests to
start taking on the challenge to say aerial won’t work in Menlo Park.
I think it’s safe to say that the majority of the council would want
below-grade tracks,” he told the Almanac last week.
At this point, it is not clear when the rail authority will make a final
decision on trenching vs. the elevated berm or viaduct design. Mr.
Cline’s nightmare would be a four-track, 80-foot-wide system running through the Midpeninsula on a 45-foot-high berm or viaduct.
The width of the right-of-way is also a concern for residents or
businesses along some sections where the rail right-of-way narrows to as little as 65 feet, 15 feet shy of the 80-foot minimum
called for by the staff report.
The authority’s decision to rule out deep tunnels was not a surprise
to many residents who live or work along the Caltrain corridor. The
expense of such work would likely add billions of dollars in cost to the
project. But, once again, the authority badly fumbled how the report
was made public, choosing to ignore its previous promise to release its
reports five days before a meeting.
At the very least, the authority’s staff should have shared in advance
their cost calculations and other supporting documents about the
tunneling decision with the Peninsula cities. It would not have cost
another cent and it would have given local officials time to share the
disappointing news with their constituents.
Now the authority board members have apparently been advised
to not speak publicly on the Peninsula, due to the high emotions
displayed by residents who are virulently opposed to the rail project.
That approach is more likely to have the opposite effect, bringing
more Peninsula residents together to fight the project at the state
and federal levels just as the authority is scrambling to line up more
financing so it can move ahead.

L ETT E RS
Our readers write

My feelings about
Bill Lane
Editor:
To have known Bill Lane was
to be blessed.
Mary Perkins
Atherton

Council member Cohen
did the right thing
Editor:
Thank you Menlo Park City
Council member Andy Cohen
for filing the successful FPPC
complaint regarding Redwood
City Council member Foust.
I’ve been concerned with the
way the Redwood City Council
was pressing ahead with the
planning for Cargill’s Saltworks
project as if no one’s concerns
were being heard. A conflict of
interest is a significant issue.
What else don’t we know
about Ms. Foust and the other
Redwood City council members?
Political contributions from Cargill and DMB? Conversations
behind the scenes?
And I want to thank the entire
Menlo Park City Council for
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Atherton Heritage Association/George Carr

Our Regional Heritage
In August 1913, the Redwood City Democrat wrote the following caption for this photo: “The railroad
company is erecting a shelter depot at Atherton to take the place of one now in existence. The new
building is not any more pretentious than the old one, but more artistic.”

having the courage to take a position against this proposed massive development. You’ve led and
now other cities are following.
Davena Gentry
Redwood City

Gateway should watch out
for rising tides
Editor:
If the Menlo Gateway project is
built, it will be submerged under
water when global warming causes

sea and Bay levels to rise. For
details, check the map in Al Gore’s
book, An Inconvenient Truth.
Instead of building more strucSee LETTERS, next page
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Continued from previous page

A juggernaut heading our way
By Rich Cline

tures on San Francisco Bay land,
perhaps we should become proactive in determining what to do in
regard to homes and businesses
already existing where water will
be rising?
John Beverley Butcher
Hedge Road, Menlo Park

Please keep the quaint
look of Menlo Park
Editor:
I love living, shopping, strolling
around the quaint town of Menlo
Park. I am in a state of dismay that
the City Council has proposed
a plan to alter the home-town,
quaint look of our neighboring
town of Menlo Park.
I am not the “stand-on-boxes
street corner type of person.” I
am just young at heart, and a
senior citizen resident who loves
Menlo Park’s quaintness and
homey atmosphere.
Council members, men and
women of Menlo Park: Please
don’t change the looks of this
fine city. Who is it exactly who
is complaining about or imagining that the people of Menlo
Park and the surrounding areas
want to indeed have or need a
redevelopment plan for Menlo
Park’s downtown?
When I think of how hard the
late beloved Frank Draeger and
family, Mark Flegal and family, and owners of all the small
businesses in downtown Menlo
Park, worked to make the city
what it is today, and the possible
threat to the Sunday farmers’
market — I just feel ill.

65 feet or 75 feet wide. These areas, mostly
north of the station, would require adjacent
ast Thursday, after a five-hour California land use and we still have no answer as to
High Speed Rail Authority board meet- how that extra land would be acquired by
ing in San Francisco, which included the authority. Needless to say, residents and
dozens of comments from concerned citizens business owners like Roger Reynolds Nursalong the Peninsula and in Menlo Park, rail ery have reason to be very concerned.
authority board member Rod Diridon looked
The proposed four-track station footprint
out at the audience and proclaimed
also increases dramatically to 110 feet
high-speed rail a virtual lock to
wide, which would locate passenger
come up the Peninsula. He did not
platforms where parking for our curaddress how it would come, or how
rent Caltrain train station is located.
it would be funded, but he said it
The passenger platform on the east
was coming and that we residents
side of the station will be pushed out
had better get used to the idea.
into one lane of Alma Street.
The idea we need to get used to
It is not difficult to visualize
is this: A four-track-wide system
the dreadful impact of an 80-foot
will run through Menlo Park up
wide and 45-foot high track system
GUEST
the Caltrain right-of-way either
running through the heart of our
OPINION
at 45 feet above the ground or in
downtown community. It is also
an open trench just below grade.
not hard to imagine the profound
At the board meeting last week, a
improvement if all trains were put
new report out on the Peninsula Rail Pro- below grade and every street crossing was
gram, the local arm of the rail authority, separated from the tracks.
projects a four-track system to be 80 feet
That would mean the end of cars and trains
wide, or the width of a six-lane freeway.
sharing intersections. We wouldn’t see the
Today, there are sections along the Menlo trains. The horns and diesel engines would
Park Caltrain right-of-way that are only be eliminated and we would be able to con-
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I do wholeheartedly believe
in progress, but in this case —
what seems to appear as progress is really destruction.
Helen Steinberg
Woodside

Legacy of Book Rack
will live on
Editor:
Thanks so much to The Almanac and reporter Sandy Brundage for the cover story on community treasure Nancy Kiesling,
owner of the recently shuttered

Book Rack bookstore. As you
mentioned in your article, the
store has closed due to a fire
— but Nancy was scheduled to
close it at the end of this year as
business slowed.
The article did a fine job of
singing Nancy’s praises, but I
also wanted to point out how
loyal a friend Nancy was and
is to the other merchants in
the area. When Kepler’s almost
closed a few years ago, we rallied
at the Book Rack to figure out
ways to keep it open.
I also wanted to say a bit

nect our town hall and Burgess Park with our
downtown and walk and bike more freely.
This is the great tension that high-speed rail
brings to many communities like Menlo Park.
Our city could possibly get grade separations
for all of our four street crossings and the
diesel trains and the horns are gone forever.
But Menlo Park could also be scarred forever if the rail authority was able to build it
up high on the cheap. And many businesses
and homes will be lost.
There are larger issues to be sure. Challenges around funding, ridership projections and route selections continue to
haunt the rail authority. The potential job
creation is another major factor debated
locally and around the state.
But for now, we know what is coming
and if you believe the rail authority, we are
down to two alternatives: another freeway
running through our community or the
elimination of “the train” and all its noise
and pollution forever.
It is time for Menlo Park to demand this
train be put underground or put back on
the shelf.
Rich Cline is mayor of Menlo Park and
chairman of the Peninsula Cities
Consortium, a group of five cities formed
to comment on the rail issue.

more about the community
readings that Nancy organized
and funded on her own at her
store — paying performers
such as the late Dr. Al Jacobs,
theater and literature professor
at Menlo College. Nancy also
provided refreshments at her
own expense, and sometimes
our neighbors brought homemade desserts.
Community members of all
ages gathered at the Book Rack
once a month to read Shakespeare, share poems, and present
original works. People would

What is happening to political conversations?
By Susan Gillman

underlying issue is the threat of competition,
ust as we’re considering a downtown specific then it would help to clarify the challenges of
plan intended to enhance business, housing, running a successful downtown business by
transportation (counting biking and walk- listing key factors, including the problem of
ing), along El Camino Real and in downtown high rents.
Menlo Park, we’re also the recipients of anonyAbsent such context, it is easy to point fingers
mous appeals raising vague fears of the future. and lay blame, as the mailing from “Save MenLike many Menlo Park residents, I recently lo’s Uniqueness” does. We have other chains
received a letter from a group calling
(Starbucks, Amici’s and even Peet’s)
itself “Save Menlo’s Uniqueness” (the
already in residence right on Santa
return address printed in symbolic
Cruz Avenue, yet they do not seem to
green), with not a single identified
have significantly eroded the “village
name attached, asking me to register
character” and “local community”
opposition to a big “internationthat are repeatedly invoked in this
ally held equity firm” intending to
mailing as values-under-threat.
penetrate Menlo Park. The letter
The anti-BevMo letter appears
implies it might be anti-American
to be part of an unannounced but
to allow BevMo to open a Menlo
targeted campaign against change
GUEST
Park branch, apparently because the
in downtown Menlo Park. The camOPINION
“multinational” chain is owned by a
paign unfortunately is also against
London-based firm, even though the
unemotional and open discussion of
stores are only in California and Arizona.
the pluses and minuses of different ideas.
The letter appeals to the kind of fear-mongerI’ve been a dedicated shopper at the Sunday
ing many of us deplore on the national scene. Menlo Park farmers’ market for years, and a
It would be more honest and respectful of civic table recently set up there provides materials
dialogue to list directly the reasons for oppos- that sound like the anti-BevMo letter. Here a
ing BevMo by this “group of Menlo Park locally sign warns, “Existing Farmer’s Market Threatowned purveyors of wines and spirits.” If the ened,” and leaflets sponsored by yet another

J

organization, the “Menlo Park Downtown
Alliance,” argue against what will happen if
the City Council approves parking changes
proposed in the draft specific plan.
There is the same kind of exaggerated
“us versus them” language, but instead of
BevMo the opponents are the Planning
Department and City Council.
This is not the kind of public debate
I want or expect in Menlo Park. The
sometimes angry and bitter tone is not a
role model for anybody to emulate. There
seems to be little respect for clarity and
facts. Transparency is a lost cause.
There’s nothing wrong with criticizing
a new business or planning proposal. But
let’s all take responsibility to promote better
civic discourse than we’re now tolerating in
Menlo Park. That’s more important than
this store or another, or numbers of parking
spaces, because it’s about being a respectful,
engaged, and accountable member of the
Menlo Park community.
Susan Gillman lives on College Avenue
and has been a Menlo Park resident for
20 years. She is professor of literature at
UC Santa Cruz.

walk by the clean, well-lit store
on summer evenings, carrying
ice cream cones from Baskin Robbins next door and stop to look
in. For a few hours each month,
Nancy gave high-tech Silicon Valley a Norman Rockwell feel.
Dr. Al Jacobs died in February
2008 and now the Book Rack is
closing. But the community created by Nancy and Al continues
through Salon Menlo, a book/
film discussion group founded
at a memorial service and reading that Nancy hosted at the
Book Rack that February.
Through a nonprofit fund
administered by the Friends
of Menlo Park Public Library,
Salon Menlo has raised over
$5,000 and continues to provide
free community programs on
topics ranging from Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein to the civil
rights movement in California.
Community members of all
ages are invited to join us for our
next free program — a discussion of Shakepeare’s “Midsummer Night’s Dream” on Sunday,
Aug. 22, starting at 1 p.m. in
the Fireside Room of the Menlo
Park Recreation Center. Menlo
Park reference librarian and
filmmaker Nick Szegda will be
showing film clips from different
versions of the film. There will
be a “Midsummer” scene reading with puppets performed by a
local technology executive. And
in the tradition started by Nancy
Kiesling, a free brunch will be
served and old and new friends
will have a chance to bond over
great literature. Please join us.
Lauren John
co-founder Salon Menlo
Palo Alto
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Woodside, 2.4 acres

Woodside, 1.4 acres

Central Woodside

FOR SALE $2,250,000

FOR SALE $1,695,000

FOR SALE $1,995,000

Woodside, 4 acres

Woodside, 1.7 acres

Woodside, 4 acres

FOR SALE $17,500,000

FOR SALE $2,195,000

FOR SALE $4,150,000

Woodside, 9.6 acres

Portola Valley, 1.6 acres

Woodside, 1.2 acres

FOR SALE $2,250,000

FOR SALE $6,395,000

FOR SALE $2,995,000

G

E

P
LE

SA

IN
ND

LD

SO

Woodside, 15.75 acres

Woodside, 3 acres

Woodside, 1.3 acres

FOR SALE $12,500,000

$5,495,000 (list price)

$2,395,000 (list price)

Information and all acreage deemed
reliable, but not guaranteed.
2969 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062
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Scott Dancer
650.529.2454
scottdancer.com

