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AT H E RTO N $ 10, 28 8,8 8 8

AT H E RTO N $7, 5 8 0,0 0 0

PA LO A LTO $ 5,9 95,0 0 0

333 Fletcher Drive | 4bd/5.5ba
Mary & Brent Gullixson | 650.888.0860
License #00373961&01329216
BY APPOINTMENT

95 Tallwood Court | 3bd/4ba
Keri Nicholas | 650.533.7373
License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

47 Hamilton Court | 5bd/2.5ba
C. Carnevale/N. Aron | 650.543.1195
License #07000304
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO PA R K $ 4 , 598 ,0 0 0

M E N LO PA R K $ 3 , 598 ,0 0 0

M E N LO PA R K $2 ,9 95,0 0 0

805 Evergreen Street | 5bd/3ba
Keri Nicholas | 650.533.7373
License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

2124 Sterling Avenue | 4bd/3ba
Keri Nicholas | 650.533.7373
License #01198898
BY APPOINTMENT

224 Encinal Avenue | 4bd/3ba
D. Rosland/N. Hobson | 650.575.6594
License #01713561/00872586
BY APPOINTMENT

PA LO A LTO $2 ,98 5,0 0 0

PA LO A LTO $2 ,749,0 0 0

SA N CA R LO S $1 ,675,0 0 0

124 Lundy Lane | 5bd/3ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya | 650.543.1164
License #01111473/01911643
BY APPOINTMENT

324 Channing Avenue | 3bd/2.5ba
Judy Citron | 650.543.1206
License #01825569
BY APPOINTMENT

18 Dover Court | 4bd/2ba
Chris Anderson | 650.207.7105
License #01438988
BY APPOINTMENT

M E N LO PA R K $2 ,0 0 0,0 0 0

SA N M AT EO $1 , 3 49,0 0 0

S A N TA C L A R A $ 1 ,198,0 0 0

976 Menlo Avenue | 2bd/2.5ba
M. Corman/M. Montoya | 650.543.1164
License #01111473/01911643
BY APPOINTMENT

862 W Grant Place | 2bd/1.5ba
Mariana Pappalardo | 650.670.7888
License #01970137
BY APPOINTMENT

1395 Jefferson Street | 3bd/2ba
Loren Dakin | 650.714.8662
License #01030193
BY APPOINTMENT

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area Including
Menlo Park
650.462.1111

Menlo Park-Downtown
650.304.3100
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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1790 Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park

Price upon request

Modern and Luxurious New
Construction in Prime Menlo Park
• 5 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, plus 2 Half Baths
• Located on a Private Cul-de-sac
• Great Room & Kitchen with Walls of Panoramic
Doors that Open to Patio
• Kitchen Features Dual Sinks, Custom Cabinets and
SubZero and Wolf Appliances
• Formal Living Room and Dining Room with Fireplace
• Master Suite with Walk-in Closet and En Suite Bath
with Radiant Heating
• Den, Gym or Recreation Room, Media Room with
Bar and Patio, Laundry Room and Mud Room
• Wine Cellar for 400-plus Bottles
• Two-Car Garage with Electric Car Charger
• Fresh, Modern Landscaping Around Mature Trees
• Award-winning Menlo Park Schools
• Built by Benchmark Builders

Keri Nicholas

Zach Trailer

650.533.7373
keri@kerinicholas.com
kerinicholas.com

650.906.8008
ztrailer@zachtrailer.com
www.ZachTrailer.com

#18 Individual Agent Nationwide

DRE: #01198898

WSJ Top 150 Agents Nationwide

DRE:#01371338
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Saturday, October 13th, 1-6 PM

Country Fest with Touch-a-Truck,
Live Americana, Country & Bluegrass Bands
Line Dancing, Rides & Games
Emergency, Service & Military Vehicles Expo
Proceeds beneﬁt local health services and veteran orgs

Featuring:

Free kids zone
farmers market
Chili For charity
food trucks
craft beer,
wine & cocktails
artisans & crafts

@FacebookFestivals
www.FBintheCommunity.com
FBCommunityEvents@fb.com

4QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQOctober 3, 2018

Live music and
performances by:

California Cowboys
Jackson Michelson
Toree McGee
The Roaming
Hillbilly
1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park
Parking Lot 16

No pets please.
Trained service dogs only.
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What are candidates’
potential conflicts of
interest on council?
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Even though the light is green, traffic doesn’t budge at the intersection of Willow Road and Durham
Street a little before 4 p.m. on the afternoon of Sept. 28 — a common experience for those who slog
through the daily gridlock that paralyzes some Menlo Park streets.

Transportation plan won’t resolve
traffic woes, top consultant says
By Kate Bradshaw

of its general plan update in late
2016, called “ConnectMenlo,”
which zoned for major increases
ne hundred and seventy- in permissible development on
three. That’s the number the city’s eastern side.
At the time that plan was
of distinct projects that
transportation consultants from approved, many were optimistic
W-Trans and Menlo Park city that the transportation masstaff have so far determined the ter plan would address unrecity could implement to improve solved questions about how to
safety, increase mobility options, deal with the gridlock already
and decrease traffic congestion beleaguering Menlo Park, along
within the city’s transportation with traffic impacts of major
growth in the
system.
city between
That project list comes ‘There’s got to be some U.S. 101 and
Bay. But
from a working
route we give people the
several critpaper released
where they stand a
ics — includin
Aug ust
by staff and chance of getting where ing planning
commissioners
W-Trans consultants and they want to go safely Henry Riggs
and Katheris expected
as a family.’
ine Strehl, and
to form the
JENNIFER WOLOSIN , FOUNDER
C ou n c i l m a n
basis of Menlo
OF PARENTS FOR SAFE ROUTES
Ray
MuelPark’s transler, who voted
portation master plan, intended to be a com- against approving the general
prehensive plan identifying the plan update — wanted a clearer
city’s transportation problems, plan for how the city would get
possible solutions and funding needed transportation inframechanisms to improve the structure built to support the
city’s transportation network. newly permitted growth.
After the first 15 months of
The plan is on a timeline to be
completed by the summer or fall the project, it’s becoming evident the transportation master
of 2019.
It would be Menlo Park’s first plan won’t be a panacea for the
citywide, big-picture plan to city’s traffic woes.
Mark Spencer, principal at
improve its transportation network. The creation of the plan W-Trans, told members of
was launched in the immediate the city’s 11-member advisory
aftermath of the city’s completion Transportation Master Plan
Almanac Staff Writer

O

Oversight and Outreach Committee at a Sept. 25 meeting,
“We’re finding there are a lot of
legacy issues — things built into
the system that are hard for us to
deal with.”
So far, the process has required
the city to be realistic about
what traffic it can feasibly mitigate, and to prioritize reducing
the negative impacts of the city’s
gridlock on residents — much
of which starts and ends in cities other than Menlo Park. As
its guiding principles, the plan
aims to improve public safety,
give residents more options to
get around town via transportation modes other than solo driving, and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions throughout the city.
As a result, the projects proposed in the working paper vary
dramatically in scale and scope,
but the bulk involve steps to
make the city more accessible
for bicyclists and pedestrians.
Safety problems

A key reason to focus on
bicycle and pedestrian safety is
that it’s a clear weakness in the
city, compared with other cities.
It’s also a policy priority: Menlo
Park has declared a commitment to being a “Vision Zero”
city, a nationwide initiative
aimed at reducing the number
of traffic-related fatalities and
severe injuries. Menlo Park’s
See TRANSPORTATION, page 8

s Facebook continues to
be a powerful political
force in the city of Menlo
Park, concerns have been raised
by the public that at least two
contenders for the three City
Council seats up for election
this year could have conflicts of
interest that would disqualify
them from participating in Facebook-related council decisions.
According to state political
ethics laws, a city official should
be disqualified from participating in making a decision if “it
is reasonably foreseeable that
the decision will have a material effect on one or more of the
official’s financial interests,”
said Menlo Park City Attorney
Bill McClure.
Determining just what is “reasonably foreseeable” to have
a “material effect” on an official’s financial interests gets
complicated quickly, McClure
explained in a written statement.
Drew Combs

One of the primary concerns
is with District 2 candidate
Drew Combs, who is a Facebook
employee. McClure explained
that under the law, receiving
one’s income from Facebook
constitutes a “financial interest,” so Combs would have to
recuse himself from decisions
that would foreseeably have a
“material effect” on Facebook,
or on property owned or leased
by the company.
That means he wouldn’t be
able to vote on Facebook’s proposed “Willow Village,” which
would be the city’s largest-ever
development. The development
as proposed would essentially
create a new neighborhood with
1,500 apartments, nine new
office buidings, a hotel, some
retail spaces — including, Belle
Haven residents hope, a grocery store — and outdoor open
spaces.
But that’s not necessarily
where such conflicts would end
for Combs, McClure said. Conflict of interest laws would be
likely to bar Combs from decisions about property leased by
Facebook — which, at this point,
is a large portion of the city’s
Bayside office space.

Combs might also be required
to recuse himself from matters such as amendments or
updates to the city’s zoning plan
in the eastern part of the city,
called “ConnectMenlo,” that
impact how much commercial
development can happen there,
McClure said.
There could also “be some
conflict issues” on matters like
the city’s transportation master plan, specifically regarding transportation projects that
would be funded from new
development in the city between
U.S. 101 and the Bay; and
“possibly (regarding) improvements to Bayfront Expressway,
Willow Road east of U.S. 101,
and Dumbarton Rail Corridor improvements or studies,”
McClure said.
According to McClure, there
will have to be a factual analysis and determination of how
Facebook could be financially
impacted by new development.
To determine if it would be a
conflict for Combs to participate in discussions and votes on
transportation projects, the city
would have to know what portion of the projects Facebook is
expected to fund.
McClure reported that he
didn’t believe Combs would
have to recuse himself from
residential projects like the proposed 140-apartment, belowmarket-rate development from
MidPen Housing on Willow
Road, or a proposed 94-apartment building on Independence
Drive, since those “would not
likely have a material impact on
(Facebook).”
“While Drew might have
a conflict for transportation
improvements in the Bayfront
area, he would still be able to
participate in discussion, direction and decisions regarding
other areas of the City as part
of the Master Transprotation
Plan process, so long as those
discussions are handled separately from the Bayfront Area
improvements,” McClure added.
If Combs is elected, the city
would request a letter from
the California Fair Political
Practices Commission laying out more specific ethical
See CONFLICTS, page 6

October 3, 2018QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ5

CONTACT ME TODAY

PAULSKRABO
Specializing in Residential
Homes and Land on
the Mid Peninsula
35+ Years of Local
Real Estate Experience
Lifelong Resident of
Menlo Park & Portola Valley

N E W S
Established 1965

Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,
and Woodside for over 50 years
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Renee Batti (223-6528)
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Julia Brown (223-6531)
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Dave Boyce (223-6527),
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Barbara Wood (223-6533)
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Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
Embarcadero Media is an independent multimedia news organization
with over 35 years of providing award-winning local news,
community information and entertainment to the Midpeninsula.
We are always looking for talented and creative people interested
in joining our efforts to produce outstanding journalism and results
for our advertisers through print and online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online ads,
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing
experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level
considered.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell local
businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote
their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions.
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phone, preparing proposals, maintaining a weekly sales pipeline
and ability to hit deadlines and work well under pressure. Sales
experience is a plus, but we will consider well-qualiﬁed candidates
with a passion to succeed.
• Multimedia Visual Journalist Shoot photographs and video in
Mountain View, Menlo Park and nearby communities including
general and breaking news, features, portraits, lifestyle/food and
special projects on a daily basis for print, online and social media.
Create compelling stories with photos, video and audio with a
strong emphasis on visual storytelling.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment
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Menlo Park doctor
awarded $1.5M in
wrongful firing case
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A

jury awarded a former
Santa Clara County psychiatrist $1.5 million
last week for what the doctor
described as a retaliatory firing,
according to court documents.
Menlo Park resident Dr. Jan
Weber, a former chief of Child &
Adolescent Psychiatry for Santa
Clara Valley Medical Center
Hospital and Clinics, sued the
county for wrongful termination
after his November 2014 firing.
Weber, 49, said he lost favor with
county administrators when
he expressed concerns about
patient care and worker safety.
“I was advocating for good
quality care for a long time,”
said Weber, who worked with
the county-owned and -operated
Valley Medical for nearly six
years before he left. “The administration felt like I was putting
them on the spot,” he said.
Patients and hospital managers complained to Weber about
inadequate patient care, he said.
Urgent care workers turned away
children because they didn’t
have experience working with
that age group, he said. Hospital
staff refused to give one patient
in crisis an emergency evaluation from a psychiatrist, he said.
Valley Medical Center fired
Weber because of his purported
low productivity and for canceling an appointment for a
patient who was 25 minutes late,
Weber’s termination letter filed
with the lawsuit states.
Valley Medical provides a
safety net for people who otherwise don’t have access to health
care, he said. County residents
with no medical coverage or
who can’t afford services can
CONFLICTS
continued from page 5

guidance regarding what he
will be permitted to vote on,
McClure noted. Furthermore,
he added, whether there are four
or five council members voting,
a council decision will still need
three votes to pass.
Cecilia Taylor

Another concern raised was
about District 1 candidate Cecilia Taylor, who, in her work as
founder of Belle Haven Action,
a nonprofit project of UnaMesa
Association, accepted $75,000 in
funding for Belle Haven Action
from the Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative.

Dr. Jan Weber

be treated at the center, according to the health care system’s
website.
“These are people who can’t
just get a second opinion from
Stanford [Health Care] or the
Mayo Clinic,” he said. “I had a
special obligation to provide the
very best care ... . There were
glaring shortcomings in how we
were providing care.”
Weber brought up about 90
different issues with county
management during his tenure
there, he said. Staff told Weber
about unsafe working conditions, including a lack of security
officers in the psychiatry emergency room. There were assaults
by patients on a regular basis
and staff members left the center
because of concerns, he said.
In 2017 Valley Medical Center
care teams treated more than
275,000 people, according to
the center. The same year, Valley Medical staff provided over
800,000 medical treatments
in the emergency department
and other outpatient settings,
according to the center.
The county declined to comment on the jury award for this
story. A
The Initiative is a philanthropic investment company
funded by the family fortune of
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg and Dr. Priscilla Chan.
McClure said that in his opinion, the fact that Belle Haven
Action has received funding
from the Initiative “would not
preclude” Taylor from voting on
any Facebook-related matters.
“There is no direct impact on
a source of income since Chan
Zuckerberg would not be an
applicant or affected by decisions, so the effects would not be
foreseeable or material,” he
explained. “That being said, we
would request an opinion from
the FPPC to confirm this conclusion if she is elected.” A
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Council candidates raise thousands for upcoming election
By Kate Bradshaw

  Q MEN LO PARK

Almanac Staff Writer

Y

ard signs are popping up
throughout Menlo Park,
and candidate forums
abound. It’s clear that election
season is in full swing — and the
latest campaign finance reports
from City Council candidates
bear this out.
In the first six months of 2018,
only Councilwoman Kirsten
Keith filed documents to disclose significant campaign fundraising. For the current filing
period, all but one of the eight
council candidates filed paperwork indicating they had raised
more than $2,000 between July
1 and Sept. 22. Once a candidate raises $2,000, he or she is
required to publicly file what is
known as a Form 460 with the
state that lists how much each
donor has contributed.
According to council candidate documents showing campaign fundraising and spending
during the current filing period
— calculated in advance of the
Sept. 27 filing deadline — the
top fundraisers in each district
during that period were Cecilia
Taylor in District 1, with $3,296;
Drew Combs in District 2, with
$7,530 (not including personal
loans); and Betsy Nash in District 4, with $3,600.
Keith still tops the list for most
funds raised overall, reporting a
total of $24,560 this year. Below
is a list of each district’s candidates and who their major
donors were between July 1 and
Sept. 22.
District 1
Cecilia Taylor
Taylor reported that she
received $3,296 in campaign
contributions during this period, with $3,114 in monetary
contributions and $182 in nonmonetary contributions, and
spent $1,811.
Donations listed over $100
are: $500 from Carolyn Bowser,

$400 from Howard “Sandy”
Crittenden (former owner of
the Guild Theatre), $250 from
herself, $250 from former mayor
Kelly Fergusson, $250 from
Karen Moore, $200 from former mayor Steve Schmidt, $200
from Lenore Hennen, $200
from Susan Earhart, $200 from
Julie Schatz and $150 from Nina
Wouk.
Nonmonetary contributions
included personal spending of
$83 and a contribution of $99
from Hennen for labels, and
food and supplies for a campaign party.
George Yang
Yang reported that he received
$2,010 in campaign contributions during the reporting
period and spent $1,801. He has
raised $3,080 since the start of
the year, including $1,000 in
personal loans.
Donations listed over $100
are: $1,000 from Evelyn Evens
Yee Wan Li, $500 from Theresa
Couture and $250 from Jesus
Borrillo.
Mike Dunn
Dunn told The Almanac he
does not intend to collect contributions for his campaign, let
alone in excess of $2,000.
District 2
Drew Combs
Combs reported that he
received $11,530 in contributions to his campaign during
this reporting period and spent
$3,673.
Combs said that he received
$6,890 in monetary contributions, $4,000 in personal
loans and $640 in nonmonetary
contributions.
Donations listed over $100
are: $1,000 from Peter Carpenter, $500 from George Fisher, $250 from former mayor
Kelly Fergusson, $250 from

Facebook Operations Manager
Joseph Molimock, $250 from
fellow Planning Commissioner
Henry Riggs, $250 from fellow Planning Commissioner
Katherine Strehl, $250 from
Kristi Berg, $200 from former
mayor Steve Schmidt, $200
from former planning commissioner Stu Soffer, $200
from Alba Holgado, $200 from
Martin Pearce, $200 from Jennifer Pien, $200 from Patrick
Gardner, $150 from former
mayor Mickie Winkler, $150
from Shaun Maguire, $150
from Mahra Teikmanis, $150
from Mary Beth Richardson,
$150 from Eric Seidel and $150
from Rosser Wilson.
In addition, Kristi Berg provided $490 in food, beverages and supplies for a kickoff
party, and both Strehl and
former planning commissioner
Larry Kahle provided $50 in
refreshments for meet-and-greet
events.
Kirsten Keith
Keith reported that she
received $5,293 in contributions and spent $2,228 during
the current period, and that she
has received a total of $24,560
in contributions since the start
of the year. Of the contributions
raised since July 1, she reports
receiving all but $74 in monetary contributions.
Donations listed over $100
are as follows: $950 from Core
Affordable Housing, $950 from
Anton Development Company,
$500 from Greenheart Land
Company, $500 from Tod Spieker Jr., $500 from Northern
California Carpenters Regional Council Small Contributor
Committee, $500 from Geoff
Carr, $250 from Ben Paul and
$150 from Marc Berman for
Assembly 2018.
Nonmonetary contributions
included $30 in food and snack
supplies for a meet-and-greet
event from Planning Commissioner Andrew Barnes.

Palo Alto Jazz Alliance Presents

District 4
Betsy Nash
Nash reported that she
received $3,600 in contributions
during the current reporting
period, all monetary campaign
contributions, and spent $2,159.
Donations listed over $100
are as follows: $500 from Betsy
Nash for Council 2018, $250
from Peter Cohn, $250 from
Sally Cole, $250 from James
Dickerson, $250 from former
mayor Kelly Fergusson, $250
from George Fisher, $250 from

Debra Littleton-Gerow, $200
from Julie and Thomas Gaston, $200 from Marie Jackson,
$200 from former mayor Steve
Schmidt and $150 from Amy
Klein.
Peter Ohtaki
Ohtaki reported that he
received $2,105 in contributions
during the current reporting
period, all in monetary donations, and spent $641.
See CAMPAIGN, page 10

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Are We Seeing a Market
Blip or a Trend?
Dear Monica: My house is on
the market and we expected a
good market response and even
multiple offers. However the
response has been disappointing
and there has only been one
offer so far and it wasn’t even
full price. Is this a temporary
market change or the start of a
correction? John D.
Dear John: What you have
described is being repeated in
many area cities. It is too soon to
tell if this is temporary situation
or something more. Buyers are
suffering buyer fatigue and are
not as apt to jump on a property

as soon as it comes on the market
unless it is exceptional. Also each
week there are more properties
for them to choose from so they
are not in a hurry to buy.
Add to this the recent rises
in interest rates, the cap on
deductibility of state and local
taxes mandated by the tax
changes of last December, and
other economic factors, and the
market pauses to adjust to them.
You may have to either accept a
lower offer or take your home off
the market until next spring, in
hopes the market will be better.

Contact me at mcorman@apr.com; Office: 650-543-1164; www.monicacorman.com
Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018 Nationwide list of top 250
Realtors.

We help you make
sure insurance
claims, payments,
and questions are
handled quickly.
Serving the community for over 26 years!

Charlie Porter Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

THE ELECTRIC SQUEEZEBOX ORCHESTRA

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
cporter2@farmersagent.com

Sat., October 6, 7:30pm at Menlo-Atherton HS’s
*LU[LYMVY[OL7LYMVYTPUN(Y[Z4PKKSLÄLSK9K([OLY[VU
Tickets: General $45, PAJA members $35, Students $15
Order online: www.pajazzalliance.org
Or from Peninsula Music & Repair, 4333 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Or at the door—cash or check only.

The Bay Area’s Jewel of a big band—don’t miss it!
October 3, 2018QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ7
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Portola Valley promoting use of electric leaf blowers
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

G

asoline-powered leaf
blowers are in the cross
hairs in Portola Valley.
They’re the little engines that
can, in one hour, generate greenhouse gas emissions equivalent
to a car trip from Los Angeles
to Denver; that produce noise
equivalent to a car horn heard
from 3 feet away; that distribute
toxic compounds such as formaldehyde and hydrocarbons;
and that propel dust particles at
speeds comparable to hurricaneforce winds.
These and other assertions
are included in a flyer from
the town, published in English and Spanish, to promote
TRANSPORTATION
continued from page 5

goal is to eliminate traffic fatalities and reduce the number of
non-fatal collisions by 50 percent by 2040.
The W-Trans working paper
describes in some detail where
Menlo Park’s traffic safety
shortcomings lie. According to
2015 data from the state’s Office
of Traffic Safety, compared
with 92 other California cities
of comparable size, Menlo Park
ranked second worst for its
high number of speed-related
and bicycle-related collisions. It
was third worst for the number
of accidents involving cyclists
younger than 15, with eight such
collisions reported that year.
Despite the city’s cyclist safety
rankings, Menlo Park ranks
third in the Bay Area for the
percentage of commute trips
taken by residents on bicycles,
after Palo Alto and Berkeley.
“There’s got to be some route
we give people where they stand
a chance of getting where they
want to go safely as a family,” said
Jennifer Wolosin, an oversight
and outreach committee member and founder of Parents for
Safe Routes, a group that works
on helping kids get to school
safely via modes other than driving. The city is in the process of
developing a safe routes to school
program for the 20 or so public
and private schools in Menlo
Park and Atherton.
What about drivers?

During the oversight and
outreach committee’s Sept. 25
discussion, a number of remarks
swirled around a key question:
Will these projects reduce road
congestion?
One of the key takeaways is
that drivers should tame their
expectations for what Menlo
Park can realistically achieve.

electricity-powered leaf blowers. Electric blowers are quieter
and don’t push dust around at
the speeds of their gas-powered
cousins, the flyer says.
Town Hall is asking residents
to think about incentives that
could persuade gardeners to
replace their gasoline-powered
blowers with electric models.
“We want to hear from you
on what you think would be the
most successful way to encourage such a transition,” the flyer
says. “Talk to your gardeners
and landscape professionals
about best practices, meaningful incentives, and the use of an
electric leaf blower.”
Long a hot topic

The question of regulating
In Menlo Park, traffic congestion is worst along four roads:
Sand Hill Road, El Camino
Real, Willow Road and Bayfront
Expressway. None of those roads
is entirely under the city’s control. They’re owned by Caltrans
and San Mateo County.
Most of the projects that
would address the major bottlenecks aren’t under the city’s
control. Plus, Spencer said,
big infrastructure projects that
widen and enlarge the road to
fit more cars eventually draw
more cars to fill up the added
space — a phenomenon known
as “induced demand.”
“We’re not using the word ‘fix’
anywhere here,” Spencer said.
“What we’re doing is to try to
manage the situation, provide
options, and make it as safe and
efficient as possible, given the
growth we’re going to have.”
The projects

Some of the proposed projects
are:
North
Q Bayfront Expressway: Two
options are being considered.
One is to use the existing road
shoulders for bus lanes during
peak times. Another, bolder
option would be to turn Bayfront Expressway into a freeway
with carpool lanes and grade
separations at Marsh Road,
Chilco Street, and Willow Road
or University Avenue.
Q Willow Road: Three main
options for Willow between U.S.
101 and Bayfront Expressway
are under consideration: provide
bus lanes, either by taking out
the bike lanes and leaving the
median or removing it, while
building a separate, parallel
bike route; permit buses to use
the right-turn lane on Willow
at O’Brien Drive to continue
straight on Willow Road toward
Bayfront Expressway, and install
signals that give buses priority;
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leaf blowers, including banning commercial use of them
on weekends, has been a hot
topic in town for decades, with
arguments made in support of
allowing them and banning
them.
Commercial use of leaf blowers is limited on Saturdays and
not allowed on Sundays, and the
town’s noise ordinance can be
brought to bear for exceptionally loud machines, but that is
the extent of regulations.
The idea of replacing gasoline-powered leaf blowers with
electric blowers has not been
controversial, but this current
initiative is notable in that it is
actively seeking ways to move
that idea along.
Coming up with workable

incentives for switching to electric blowers was one of several
suggestions made in September
2017 when the Town Council
discussed ways to reduce and
eventually eliminate the presence of gasoline-powered blowers from the streets and yards of
Portola Valley.
At that time, resident Danna
Breen, a landscape architect,
noted the effect that leaf blowers
have on irrigation by hardening
the soil surface.
People have also become
accustomed to leaf blowers as
background noise, she said. “I
think it’s insane and I think
it really needs to stop and I’m
surprised at us not being at the
forefront of this thing,” she said.
“Leaves on the ground are OK.

Where did we get into this analretentive thing?”
Craig Taylor, a Planning Commission member, sounded a
note of concern for gardeners at
that meeting. “Taking all their
tools away from them is kind of
crazy, so finding some reasonable (solution) I think is where
we should go,” he said.
Suggestions included phasing
in changes in leaf-blower policy
over a period of years, and establishing a certification program
by which the town could inspect
leaf blowers and issue decals
for those that meet the town’s
standards.
Town Hall asks that residents
send their ideas and comments
to leafblowers@portolavalley.
net. A

and remove the median on Willow and create separated bike
lanes on each side of the roadway.
Q Support efforts to reactivate the Dumbarton rail line,
with a bike and pedestrian path
from Marsh Road to University
Avenue.
Q Install bike lanes on Marsh
Road, Jefferson Drive and
O’Brien Drive.
Q Upgrade crosswalks and
signals for pedestrians crossing
Willow Road at O’Brien Drive.
Q Install roundabouts or traffic signals on Chrysler Drive at
Jefferson Drive and Independence Drive.
Q At Bayfront Expressway
and Willow Road, install bike
signals across the north leg of
Bayfront Expressway, crosswalks and cross-bike markings;
reconstruct the eastbound Willow Road right-turn lane; and
modify the traffic signal.

South
Q Install bike lanes on Avy
Avenue between Santa Cruz
Avenue and Monte Rosa Drive.
Q Install sidewalks on one side
of Harkins Avenue and on the
north side of Sharon Road to
connect to La Entrada Middle
School.
Q Provide clear walkways for
pedestrians on Sharon Park
Drive and on the west side of Oak
Avenue, and restrict on-street
parking during school hours.
Q Reconfigure the intersection of Sand Hill Road and
southbound Oak Avenue by
adding left-turn boxes. Doing so
would provide better access to
the bicycle and pedestrian trail
on the south side of Sand Hill
Road, but would require a ban
on right turns on red lights for
westbound Sand Hill Road and
southbound Oak Avenue.

outreach committee’s discussions on the working paper,
a community workshop and
online open house will be held
in the fall and winter.
Over the coming months,
Spencer said, each project will
be ranked using a scoring system
developed based on a number of
factors: what it costs; how easy it
is to implement; how close it is to
“sensitive populations,” namely
day care centers, schools, senior
centers, or low-income households; whether it will improve
safety; whether it will reduce
greenhouse gases; whether it will
relieve traffic congestion; whether it promotes “mobility choice”
and health; and whether it allows
proper stormwater drainage.
That list will constitute the
draft master plan, which is
expected to be released to the
public in the spring. From there,
the plan will undergo another
round of public review with the
oversight and outreach committee and Complete Streets Commission before it is reviewed
(and potentially adopted) by
the City Council, steps that are
tentatively scheduled for the
summer.
After that, consultants will
calculate the expected costs of
the projects and divide up those
costs into a new transportation
impact fee, likely to be presented
in terms of dollars-per-new-trip
that developers would have to
pay based on the number of new
trips their building is expected to
generate, Spencer said.
The city’s current transportation impact fee for new offices,
restaurants and retail spaces is
$4.87 per square foot and $3,301
per single-family home. Developments in the city’s downtown
area are subject to additional
impact fees.
For an expanded version of
this story, go to tinyurl.com/
MP-traffic03. A

Central
Q Remove the existing median on Willow Road between
Middlefield Road and Durham
Street and install a reversible bus
lane.
Q Remove parking on Coleman Avenue to create a rightturn lane from Coleman Avenue
at the Willow Road intersection.
Q Add a southbound left-turn
lane on Laurel Street at Ravenswood Avenue.
Q Remove on-street parking
along El Camino Real and add
buffered bike lanes (already
identified as a preferred alternative by the City Council).
Removing the median could
keep the cyclists from having
to share a lane with right-turn
lanes at some intersections,
according to a staff report.
Q Install bike lanes on Middle
Avenue between Olive Street
and El Camino Real, and remove
parking on at least one side of
the street.

Citywide
Q Promote cycling by launching a bike repair workshop program, a bike-friendly business
program and a bike-share program, and by creating a citywide
bicycle map.
Q Establish a transportation
management association.
Q Unbundle residential parking fees from apartment rent
costs, so people who want parking must pay extra (as a deterrent to car ownership).
Q Develop a “transportation
data hub.”
Q Create variable pricing on
the Dumbarton Bridge.
Q Streamline the process by
which residents can get trafficcalming measures added to their
streets.
Q Develop a system to give
buses and transit vehicles priority at traffic signals over singleoccupancy vehicles.
Next steps

Following the oversight and

When it matters most,
patients turn to
Stanford Health Care
“Stanford has saved my
life, not once but twice.
They’ve also given my
daughter life.”
–Yolanda
U.S. News & World Report,
again, recognizes Stanford
Health Care in the top 10
best hospitals in the nation.

Just 28 at the time of her first heart transplant at Stanford Hospital in
1991, Yolanda went on to become the first heart transplant recipient to
have a child at Stanford. Today, her “miracle baby” is 27 years old, and
Yolanda is a grandmother. She continues to thrive after receiving a
second heart transplant and a kidney transplant in 2015. “I love my
entire transplant team,” she said. “Without them, I would not be here.”

DISCOVER OUR PATIENT STORIES AT
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NEED HOME CARE?
We’re here to help...

whenever and wherever you need us.
S
Safe,
reliable and affordable
h
home
care from professionals
who truly care!

(650) 328-1001
www.careindeed.com
info@careindeed.com
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890 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025

FALL REAL ESTATE MARKET FORECAST
X Market indexes predict a strong Fall selling season*
X Home prices have hit record highs but home value
growth is slowing*
X Supply levels indicate this is still a Seller’s market*
X A strong economy and job growth will create
renewed buyer demand*

HelpRealtor.com for market condition VIDEOS
*Altos Research, CoreLogic, MLS Data
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Councilwoman’s Ireland trip
coincided with Facebook
executives’ presence
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A

mid rumors — some
circulated on The Almanac’s Town Square forum
— that Menlo Park Councilwoman Kirsten Keith traveled
to Galway, Ireland, last year
with Facebook executives, The
Almanac spoke with various
people involved to find out what
happened.
Various social media accounts
from people who traveled to
Ireland at that time showed
separate photos from Nov. 24
and Nov. 25, 2017, of then-mayor
Kirsten Keith, Facebook Director of Campus Development
Fergus O’Shea, and Facebook
Public Policy Manager Juan
Salazar, each pictured separately
with Ireland President Michael
D. Higgins.
That they were all there at the
same time was a matter of “happy coincidence,” according to
Menlo Park’s then-housing and
economic development manager, Jim Cogan, who coordinated
Keith’s trip. If Keith had gone
to Galway earlier, as originally
planned, she and the Facebook
employees would have missed
each other, Cogan said.
Keith traveled on her own
dime, and not with the Facebook executives, to Menlo Park’s
“sister city,” Galway, in November 2017, as previous mayors
have done, as a demonstration of
support for the official relationship between the two cities.
Keith’s trip involved events
and visits around Galway,
CAMPAIGN
continued from page 7

List and sell your home with me
before year-end and you are eligible
for a reduced commission.

Donations listed over $100
are: $950 from developer John
Tarlton, $250 from himself, $250
from Planning Commissioner
Henry Riggs, $250 from Patrick
and Monica Corman, and $250
from former Environmental
Quality commissioner Allan
Bedwell.

which, she said, she tweeted
about. Her Twitter feed from the
time of the trip shows photos of
activities like planting a tree at
Galway’s “Menlo Park Hotel,”
learning about Irish language
and culture, and visiting City
Hall.
She also attended an event in
Galway for the unveiling of a
bronze sculpture of Padraic O
Conaire (1882-1928), an Irish
writer and journalist. Ireland
President Michael D. Higgins
attended the event, as did the
two Facebook executives.
Cogan told The Almanac
he had learned, probably at a
city meeting, that O’Shea and
Salazar would be in Ireland
at the same time as Keith. He
noted that her trip was originally planned to be about two
weeks earlier, but was postponed
because the Galway government
was working on its budget.
“I coordinated with folks
in Galway to let the folks
from Facebook attend,” Cogan
explained, referring to the
unveiling ceremony.
Salazar said that he had been
in Ireland for work meetings at
Facebook’s Dublin offices the
same week Keith was in Galway.
“We found out about the ceremony and decided to stop by,”
he said.
Keith told The Almanac that
the ceremony was open to the
public, and there were no meetings held with Facebook officials
there.
“This trip had nothing to do
with Facebook,” she said. “It was
organized through the city.” A
Ron Shepherd
Shepherd reported that he has
received $6,000 in campaign
contributions since the start of
the year, with $1,000 in monetary donations and $5,000 in
personal loans, and has spent
$4,250.
Donations listed over $100
are: $250 from Sandy McNamara and $200 from Gloria
Walker. A

Powered by Game-changing Technology

Real Estate HELP is just a click away

STEVE GRAY DRE #01498634
Born in Menlo Park, raised in Atherton, a Woodside resident

650.743.7702 |

info@HelpRealtor.com
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Read the latest local news headlines and talk about
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New management for Thursday farmers’ market
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he Thursday afternoon
farmers’ market in Portola
Valley has become an institution since its inception in 2013.
Over the years, the market has
evolved from offering vegetables,
meat and fresh bread for sale to
include amenities such as hot
food (including rotisserie chicken, tamales and tacos), hot drinks
and cooking demonstrations.

After Oct. 25, the market
will be under new direction,
as founder Maggie Foard is
handing off its management.
The Town Council on Sept. 26,
after effusively thanking Foard,
unanimously approved a sixmonth management contract
with Nile Estep, founder and
executive director of Good Roots
Events & Farmers’ Market. Good
Roots specialties include bringing farmers’ markets to corporate campuses.

The council voted 4-0, with
Councilman Craig Hughes
absent.
Portola Valley’s market in 2013
got “a little bit of a rocky start,”
Councilwoman Maryann Derwin said to Foard before the vote,
“but you’ve grown it into one
of the defining features of our
funky town. I know lots of times
during the past few years when
I’ve been having a hard day, if I
just come down to the market on
Thursday, I feel better.”

“This is a labor of love,” she
said to Estep. “It is not a commercial market, and I hope you
will honor that spirit.”
Mayor John Richards noted
that he was mayor when the
council gave the market a green
light. “The fact that you managed to pull it off five years ago
and grew the market into what
it is today is really wonderful,”
Richards said. “We honestly
didn’t know if the community could support the market,

especially a weekly market and
year-round, but with your help
and your care, it’s really, really
blossomed and really exceeded
our expectations.”
Councilwoman Ann Wengert
noted the fun she has in seeing
neighbors and colleagues and
“just a plethora of people that you
wouldn’t otherwise run into.
Thank you for creating that community and for doing such a
great job making a whole new
center of activity for the town.” A

Mistrial declared in Kelly Park sex assault case
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F

ollowing hours of deadlock
among jurors, San Mateo
County Superior Court
Judge Jeffrey R. Finigan declared
a mistrial in a trial of a man
accused of sexually assaulting a
teen eight years ago at a public
Menlo Park bathroom.
The man faced two felony
charges: oral copulation with a
person who is unable to consent,
due to intoxication; and forced
oral copulation. The jurors
found him not guilty of the first

charge last Thursday (Sept. 20),
and due to jurors’ deadlock in
their deliberations on the second
felony charge, the judge declared
a mistrial on that charge.
According to San Mateo
County Deputy District Attorney Karen Guidotti, the defendant, Miguel Angel Jimenez, 26,
failed to appear in court during
trial on and after Sept. 19, so
there is a warrant now out for
his arrest.
The mistrial, she said, means
that he can face another trial on
the second felony charge.

Just after midnight on Aug.
17, 2011, Jimenez, then 19,
allegedly sexually assaulted an
18-year-old woman, according
to prosecutors.
The victim was intoxicated at
Kelly Park in Menlo Park with
her friends; the man, whom she
did not know, allegedly forced
her to “orally copulate him while
she was intoxicated and without
her consent” when she went to
use the park’s restroom, according to a statement from the
Menlo Park Police Department.
During the incident, the

woman lost consciousness,
police said.
When she awoke, she flagged
down a passerby who escorted
her to a nearby clinic in Belle
Haven, where she was examined
and interviewed, according to
prosecutors.
Sperm samples collected
from her shirt were uploaded
into the FBI’s Combined DNA
Index System, known as CODIS,
which stores DNA profiles at the
local, state and national levels.
The defendant’s DNA
remained in the database and

was re-entered into the system by law enforcement in
February 2015, according to
District Attorney Steve Wagstaffe. Another entry into the
system means he was arrested
or convicted for something
else, though information on
the nature of that alleged crime
was not immediately available,
Wagstaffe said.
Through the DNA match system the suspect was identified as
Jimenez. In August 2017, he
pleaded not guilty to the charges. A
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Four candidates, three seats for Menlo Park fire board
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

F

our candidates are running
for three four-year terms
on the board of directors of
the Menlo Park Fire Protection
District, which covers
Menlo Park, East Palo
Alto, Atherton and nearby unincorporated areas
of San Mateo County.
The candidates are:
current board president Chuck Bernstein
of Menlo Park, who was first
elected five years ago; incumbent Robert Jones of East Palo
Alto, who was appointed by the
board in October 2017 when
Rex Ianson resigned; Atherton
resident Jim McLaughlin, who
served on the San Mateo County
Civil Grand Jury that produced
a recent critical report on the
fire district; and Menlo Park resident Sean Ballard, who serves
as the resident representative on
the district’s Strategic Planning
Subcommittee and is active in
the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT).
In addition to Bernstein and
Jones, other members of the
five-person board are Menlo
Park resident Rob Silano and
unincorporated West Menlo
Park resident Virginia ChangKiraly, who each have two more
years in their terms; and Peter
Carpenter, whose term ends this
year and who chose not to run
for re-election.
The fire district has a budget
with about $55 million in revenues, mostly from property taxes. Its boundaries include about
29 square miles, including 12
square miles of marshland and
the San Francisco Bay, according to the district’s website.
The Almanac recently interviewed the four candidates.

who live in the district,” he said.
McLaughlin said he would
like to see some changes made
in how the district operates.
Board members, he said, “act
on very sparse information”;
examples include giving preliminary approval to a
budget without seeing
more than an 11-page
executive summary, and
never seeing that budget broken down into
programs. “I see expenditures of millions of
dollars with very little documentation,” he said.
Reports made to the board
need more information, especially on costs, he said. “They
should not be voting to support
a program until it is fully fleshed
out.”
Another example, he said, is
the district’s purchase of nearly
$20 million in real estate without first adopting a real estate
acquisition plan.
McLaughlin said he also would
not have supported approval of
a five-year contract for firefighters because the long-term agreement means newly elected board
members will not have a chance
to negotiate a contract during
their first terms.
He said he believes some of
the benefits that go to firefighters need to be examined, such as
the monthly bonus (which will
go up to $500 a month by 2020)
they receive if they live within
60 air miles — rather than 60
highway miles — of the district.
“I don’t know how that benefits
the district to have that many
people living that far away,” he
said. “If you’re going to be doing
a proximity pay, it has to be
more meaningful.”
McLaughlin said he sees “a
level of dysfunction” in how
the board operates, making
“decisions sort of on the fly.” He
suggested looking at other wellrun fire districts, including in
San Ramon and Sacramento, as
examples of how to operate.
McLaughlin said he believes
Atherton should not withdraw
from the fire district. “I think
that would be a bad idea,” he
said. It could be hard for Atherton to get the same quality of
service it gets now, and could
harm the district’s ability to
provide service in the rest of the
district, he said.
However, he thinks the district “has been tone-deaf” to
the jurisdictions within its
boundaries.

2018

Jim McLaughlin
McLaughlin, who is retired
from the California Highway
Patrol, where he was an assistant
chief, said he became interested
in the fire district when he read
press reports about the district’s
purchase of a $4.6 million home
next to its Almendral Avenue
fire station in Atherton.
He went on to serve a oneyear term on the Civil Grand
Jury, and “spent almost a year
looking at the district in depth,”
including studying hundreds of
documents and years of board
meeting videos, he said. “There
were a number of things that
caught my attention,” he said,
and he decided serving on the
district’s board would be a good
use of his time and his years in
management of the CHP.
“I thought I had something to
offer the district and the citizens

Robert Jones
After serving for a year on
the fire board, Jones said he has
found areas where “I feel like
I can make a difference” for
the district. One area, he said,

is the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) program, which he knows from
the inside, having served on its
executive board.
Jones is the first fire board
member from East Palo Alto
since 2003 and, district officials
say, the first African-American
fire board member in the district’s history.
Jones said he believes the fire
district should take another look
at its current policy of soliciting impact fees directly from
developers to pay what district
officials say are the costs to the
district of the developments.
“There’s the impression that
we can be bought off, based on
what the grand jury said,” he
noted. The impact fees, he said,
should be collected by the jurisdictions within the district’s
boundaries, and he wants district officials to go back to those
towns to negotiate for the fees.
Otherwise, he said, “how do
you get rid of the appearance
that we’re in your hip pocket”
when dealing with developers?
Jones said he thinks the houses the district has recently purchased — to possibly be used
some day to expand fire stations — should be maintained
so they don’t look abandoned.
Neighbors, he noted, have complained about the appearance
of the district-owned houses. If
the properties won’t be used for
years, they could be rented to
the public, he said, adding that
if they are going to be needed
sooner, it might be better to
allow firefighters or police officers to take advantage of them
for short-term use such as a
place to sleep between double
shifts.
Jones said he realizes the district has benefited from the allocation of property taxes made
to it after Proposition 13 passed
in 1978 as property values have
risen. However, he said, the district has high maintenance and
operation costs.
“There will come a rainy day
at some point,” he said.
The district also needs to
make expensive improvements
in its fire stations, he said. “Once
we’ve got all these improvements in place ... then revisiting”
the property tax allocations
might be appropriate.
However, he said, “once it’s
taken away, how do you get it
back?”

Sean Ballard

Robert Jones

Sean Ballard

Robert Jones

Age: 41

Age: 68

Civic, volunteer activities: Resident
representative, Menlo Park Fire Protection
District’s Strategic Planning Committee;
executive board member, Citizens’ Emergency Response Team; member, Atherton
Disaster and Preparedness Team; volunteer, Boy Scouts of America, Menlo Park
City School District and Sequoia Union
High School District.

Civic, volunteer activities: Board member, Community Legal Services of East
Palo Alto; board member, East Palo Alto
Senior Center, Inc.; board member, OICW
(now JobTrain); member of committees
that work for street improvements, child
care, environmental protection, economic
development, housing development and
anti-drugs efforts.

Education: Bachelor’s degree in economics from Brigham Young University.

Education: San Jose State University,
bachelor’s degree in psychology and master’s degree in counselor education.

Work: Chief executive officer and managing partner of Eigenvector Capital.
Time in area: Lived in Menlo Park from
1981 to 1995, returned in 2014.
Family: Two sons, ages 16 and 13.
Website: seanballard2018.com

Work: Executive director and co-founder,
EPA CAN DO (East Palo Alto Community
Alliance and Neighborhood Development
Organization).
Time in area: Since 1980 in East Palo
Alto.
Family: Married to Winnie HincksonJones, three adult children.
Website: In progress. Email is robertjones1850@gmail.com

Chuck Bernstein

Chuck Bernstein
Age: 73
Civic, volunteer activities: Member,
San Mateo County countywide oversight
board for redevelopment districts dissolution; advisory board and Willows neighborhood steering committee for Citizens’
Emergency Response Team; member,
San Mateo County Child Care Task Force;
member, Just Us (East Palo Alto anti-crime
citizen action group); member and chair,
California Special Education Commission.
Education: Stanford University, master’s
degree in business administration and doctorate in languages and linguistics; Princeton University, bachelor’s degree in French
and English literature; l’Université de Strasbourg, France, certificate in French culture.
Work: Chief executive officer/founder,
Early Learning Institute (child care, private
schools).
Time in area: Resident since 1968 (at
current address since 1975).
Family: Married to Candace Hathaway,
two adult sons.

Jim McLaughlin

Jim McLaughlin
Age: 60
Civic, volunteer activities: Member and
chair, Atherton Transportation Committee;
member, San Mateo County Civil Grand
Jury.
Education: University of California, Davis,
bachelor’s degree in agricultural and
managerial economics; FBI National Academy; Northwestern University, Center for
Public Safety - Contemporary Public Safety
Executive Management.
Work: Retired from California Highway
Patrol, National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.
Time in area: Atherton since 2014.
Family: Married to Cathy McMurtry, two
adult children.
Website: mclaughlin4menlofire.com

Website: ChuckBernstein.org

Chuck Bernstein
Bernstein said he’s learned a
lot since he was first elected to
the fire board five years ago,
especially in his last year while
serving as board president. He
originally ran, he said, because
he wanted to make the volunteer

CERT group stronger and to
reform some of the district’s
financial procedures.
While “it’s been difficult for
me to make much progress,”
he said he believes he has
improved his ability to navigate

the process.
“We need outside, independent voices on the board,”
said Bernstein. He has often
found himself casting the only
See ELECTION, page 14
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Portola Valley district: $49.5 million school bond on ballot
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

A

$49.5 million bond to pay
for repairs, renovations
and new buildings on the
Portola Valley School District’s
two campuses is on the
November ballot as Measure Z.
The measure requires
55 percent of the vote
for approval. The bond
would add a maximum
of $300 per $1 million of
assessed valuation to property
tax bills, or $900 a year for the
owner of a house valued at $3
million.
All voters who live within
the school district boundaries
— which go beyond those of
the town of Portola Valley —
can vote on the bond measure.
The district includes Woodside residents who live in the
Skylonda and Skywood Acres
neighborhoods and off Philips and Family Farm roads,
and part of Mountain Home
Road. See a map of the school
district boundaries at is.gd/
PVSDmap.
The impartial analysis of the
measure says the total cost of
the measure, including interest
payments, is $97.5 million.
If the measure is approved, the
district will have a competitive
process to find an architect to
design the project.
Portola Valley School District

Superintendent Eric Hartwig
said a majority of the bond money will go to new construction,
but only because some of the
existing buildings are in such
bad shape that it is less expensive
to replace than repair them. The
school district, which
has recently had slight
drops in enrollment, will
not end up with more
classrooms than it now
has, he said.
Corte Madera School
has 15 classrooms built
in 1958, 1960 and 1964; Ormondale has 14 classrooms built
in 1961 and 1976, plus two
30-year-old “temporary” portable classrooms.
Hartwig and Measure Z supporters point to a range of
structural and infrastructure
problems that now beset both
schools, including leaky roofs;
aging and faulty plumbing and
electrical systems; outdated
facilities, classrooms and security systems; and health hazards
such as mold in buildings that
children and teachers must
occupy for hours a day. Earlier
this year, an undetected leak in
a 40-year-old underground pipe
caused major damage to the
Corte Madera gym, closing the
facility for weeks while repairs
were made.
Bond revenue would go toward
projects listed in a facilities master plan approved by the school
board. The plan prioritizes

2018

ELECTION
continued from page 13

dissenting vote on actions, as
he recently did for a new fiveyear contract for firefighters
that raised the district’s annual spending on each of the
102 members of the union by
$58,726.
One reason Bernstein said he
opposed the contract is that it
takes money away from other
district priorities, such as replacing some aging fire stations. He
said the district should be setting
aside more money each year to
pay for the capital projects.
He also criticized some of the
benefits, citing as an example
the extra pay firefighters get for
living within 60 air miles of the
district. Proximity pay, he said,
might have been a good addition
to the firefighters’ contract if it
resulted in an effective result —
for example, if it specified 60
highway miles rather than air
miles — and if it had been used
in negotiations as a means to
control salaries levels, which he
believes are now too high.
Another problem Bernstein
sees, he said, is a lack of transparency within the district in

providing information to the
public. The meeting on the
firefighters’ contract was posted
only 24 hours before the meeting, and no more than an
11-page “executive summary” of
the budget was provided even to
board members before the board
gave it preliminary approval.
“The lack of transparency is
an intentional strategy,” Bernstein said. “I think in general
government agencies don’t want
people looking into their business. I think the tendency is to
exclude the public as much as
possible.”
Bernstein said he disagrees
with the grand jury finding that
the fire district shouldn’t be
soliciting impact fees directly
from developers, which the
report said “raises ethical
issues.”
“I don’t think that was unethical at all,” Bernstein said. “What
I think would be unethical is to
have our taxpayers subsidizing
Facebook.”
Bernstein did admit that “the
district did a poor job of justifying the impact fees” to the towns
within its boundaries, which
state law says should collect
impact fees and forward them
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Officials in the Portola Valley School District say many district facilities are failing in incidents like
one this spring, when an undetected leak in a 40-year-old underground pipe caused damage that closed the
Corte Madera gym for weeks while repairs were made.

projects into three areas: immediate, to be built if funding is
available, and long-term.
The facilities master plan
shows immediate projects at
Corte Madera School, including
a new two-story classroom building, costing between $38.4 and
$42.5 million. At Ormondale
School, projects costing $10.9

to $12 million are included as
immediate first-phase priorities.
Adding in the projects that
will done if funding is available
and long-term projects, Corte
Madera has a total of $56.8 million to $62.8 million in master
plan projects, while Ormondale
School has $21 million to $23.3
million in projects.

The phase-one total for both
schools is $49.3 million to $54.5
million.
Planned phase-one projects at
Corte Madera, which has grades
four through eight, include:
Q A new two-story classroom
building at $32.3 million to

to a special district. “I think we
could have done a better job of
calculating” how much the fees
should be, he said.
Bernstein said the property
tax allocations that give the
fire district a bigger share of
property tax revenues than the
jurisdictions it serves are not
fair, “but they are what they are.
I don’t think they’re going to
change,” he said.
“I think the district could be
more responsible than it has
been in spending its money.
We could spend more money
on public safety if we were less
lavish on some other things,” he
said.

with the fire district through
CERT, on whose executive board
he has served. He applied for the
fire board seat vacated when Rex
Ianson resigned, and was tied
with the eventual appointee,
Robert Jones, for several rounds
of voting.
Since January, Ballard has
served as the resident representative on the district’s Strategic
Planning Subcommittee. “That
has helped me really understand
the operational aspects of the
district,” he said.
“I like to call myself a suspicious outsider,” Ballard said.
“The district has an incredible
amount of money, an immense
amount of money,” he said. “It’s
money that came from taxpayers, over 90 percent of that. I
think the district needs to be
accountable for that.”
Ballard said there needs to
be “some fence-mending” with
the towns within the district’s
boundaries, which district officials sidelined by going directly
to developers to negotiate impact
fees. “I don’t like the optics of it,”
he said of the direct negotiations,
which the Civil Grand Jury
criticized over ethical concerns.
He said district officials need to

lay out more specifics about the
impacts, and credibly explain
why the district doesn’t have the
money to pay for them.
Ballard said the district could
be more transparent in providing information to the public
about things such as upcoming
meetings and details of budgets.
“I think that needs to be a stronger process for the district,” he
said, adding, “It would be great
if there was more involvement”
by the public.
The district needs to take a
fresh look at doing things, such
a providing response to medical
calls, in nontraditional ways, he
said. It needs to “get away from
the idea that a vehicle the size of
a city bus” has to respond to all
calls.
In New York City, where he
lived for many years, small
5-foot-wide vehicles were used
for emergency medical response,
he said.
“Sending a little truck first
doesn’t stop you from sending a
bigger one later,” he said.

Sean Ballard
“I don’t think it’s a satisfying
life unless there’s an aspect of
public service,” Ballard said in
response to the question of why
he is running for a seat on the
fire board.
The other reason, he said, is
that he thinks he can contribute as someone who has had a
career in finance. “Finance is
pretty much a second language
to me. I speak that language
well,” he said.
Ballard said he got involved

See SCHOOL BOND, page 15

At is.gd/MPF_elect see video
statements by all four candidates
recorded by the MidPen Media
Center. A
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Menlo Park: Minimum wage ordinance on hold
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I

n spite of the urging by
some to act sooner, Menlo
Park’s City Council has put
on hold until next year plans to
consider a citywide minimum
wage ordinance.
City Manager Alex McIntyre,
citing the departure of the city’s
entire staff (of two) dedicated to
housing and economic development, told the City Council during a Sept. 11 discussion that the
work staff started has been lost
and other priorities need to be
addressed.
“We had a great plan and we
were going to do this. But we
lost the people who were going
to carry the torch on this for the
city,” McIntyre said.
At least two members of the
public urged the council not to
delay putting together a minimum wage ordinance.
Many other area cities have
adopted such ordinances to
accelerate implementation of
more livable wages; the state has
passed a law phasing in a $15
hourly minimum wage by 2022.
Statewide, the minimum wage
is $10.50, and after 2022, will
increase up to 3.5 percent per
year, based on increases in the
Consumer Price Index, an indicator of the cost of living.
In the cities of Palo Alto and
San Mateo, the minimum wage
is currently $13.50 per hour
SCHOOL BOND
continued from page 14

$35.7 million.
Q Classroom modernization
and repairs, including heating
and air conditioning, lighting, flooring, windows, paint,
door hardware, and ceilings at
$919,000 to $1 million.
Q Campus repairs and renovations, including roofing, siding,
paint, restrooms and storm
drains at $2 million to $2.3
million.
Q Fields, courtyard and PE
storage at $3.1 to $3.5 million.
Planned phase-one projects
at Ormondale School, which
has transitional kindergarten
through grade three, are:
Q New innovation center at
$6.6 million to $7.2 million.
Q Classroom modernization
and repairs including heating
and air conditioning, lighting,
flooring, windows, paint, door
hardware, and ceilings at $1.6
million to $1.8 million.
Q Campus repairs and renovations, including roofing, siding,
paint and storm drains at $1.2
million to $1.4 million.
Q Repairing fields and renovating the grass courtyard at

and will rise to $15 per hour
Jan. 1, 2019, with provisions for
increases based on Consumer
Price Index increases in subsequent years.
In Redwood City, where
an ordinance was adopted in
March, the minimum wage will
rise to $13.50 per hour in January 2019, and to an hourly $15
by January 2020, with increases
based on the Consumer Price
Index in following years.
In some cases, the market has
already dictated higher wages
for workers, according to Rayna
Lehman, director of community
services at the San Mateo Labor
Council and a Menlo Park resident. If most of the places that
people who earn at or near minimum wage can live are across
the Bay, and they have to pay for
gas and bridge tolls just to get
to work, there will be a certain
amount in wages that workers
must earn to make it worth the
cost of the commute.
In May 2015, Facebook
announced its contractors
would earn a minimum wage of
$15 per hour.
East Palo Alto resident
Andrew Boone asserted that
the ordinance could easily be
drafted by using legal language
from any number of neighboring cities that have already
passed such ordinances.
McIntyre and City Attorney
Bill McClure insisted it wouldn’t
be that easy.
$1.5 to $1.6 million.
The only signatory of the
ballot argument against the
measure is Mark W.A. Hinkle
of Morgan Hill, the president
of the Silicon Valley Taxpayers
Association. He routinely files
ballot arguments against school
bond measures. He says the
measure is similar to bond measures approved by district voters
in the past 20 years and “will
essentially do the same thing all
over again” that the earlier bond
measures did.
Portola Valley last passed
bond measures in 2001, for
$6 million, and in 1998 for $7
million.
All the other school districts
within The Almanac’s circulation area have passed school
bonds for major renovations or
new construction in the past
five years. Las Lomitas voters
passed a $70 million bond earlier this year and a $60 million
bond in 2013. Woodside Elementary School district voters
passed a $13.5 million bond in
2014 and a $12 million bond in
2005. Menlo Park City School
District voters passed a $23 million bond in 2013 and a $91.1
million bond in 2006. A

While it would be simple
enough for Menlo Park to develop a draft ordinance, getting
public feedback and consensus
on the matter is a more substantial undertaking, McClure said.
(The city’s Chamber of Commerce President Fran Dehn gave
a knowing nod to that comment,
signaling, “Yes, local businesses will want to weigh in.”)
Developing a plan to enforce the
ordinance would be another
challenge. The city of San Mateo
and cities in Santa Clara County
contract with the city of San Jose
for enforcement.
In Palo Alto, some restaurateurs have said that the acceleration to a $15 hourly minimum
wage has strained their businesses, which are already hard
hit by the difficulty in recruiting staff due to the high cost of
housing.
Lehman said she was involved
when the city of San Mateo
considered its minimum wage
ordinance. “You know, none of
those cities did it lightly, or did
it without a lot of consideration
for long-term ramifications, and
the long-term impacts on local
businesses, the local workforce
and the economy,” she said.
Today, she said, business owners who opposed the ordinance
and who predicted the end
of their businesses are still in
business.
She told The Almanac that
she also participated on a

county-appointed group to consider a living wage ordinance
for contractors with the County
of San Mateo. They ended up
agreeing on a $17 per hour
minimum wage for low-wage
contractors who work with the
county, to be implemented July
1, 2019.
“We want workers to get paid
enough to be self-sufficient,” she
said. “If anything, raising the
minimum wage stimulates local
economies.”
People who work at or near the
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minimum wage threshold, she
asserted, tend to spend their dollars nearby. “They’re not going
abroad and traveling around,”
she said. “They’re spending
them locally.”
Developing the ordinance, she
said, “should be done in partnership with our Chamber (of
Commerce) and our businesses
and our community partners. I
feel that it’s much more effective
when we do all come together
and move forward together on
something like this.” A

The Girls’ Middle School
3400 West Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
www.girlsms.org

OPEN
HOUSES
Saturday,
Oct. 14th, 1 - 4 pm
Saturday,
Dec. 2nd, 1 - 4 pm

Invitation for Bids
Demolition & Reconstruction of
District Residences at
20000 Skyline Blvd, Redwood City
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District (District) will receive bids
H[[OLPY(KTPUPZ[YH[P]L6ѝJLSVJH[LKH[+PZ[LS*PYJSL
3VZ(S[VZ*(on or before 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
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scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 17,
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District’s website: www.openspace.org/bids
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Listed by Michael Repka of the DeLeon Team
650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224

TIMELESS CHARM IN DESIRABLE LOS ALTOS
1300 Montclaire Way, Los Altos

Offered at $2,988,000

Elegantly-designed spaces and lush grounds warm this beautiful 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath home of 2,705 square feet (per county) on a 9,600 square
foot lot (per county) in the peaceful Highlands neighborhood. Large bay windows, multiple skylights, and intricate designer details create an
inviting and relaxing ambience indoors. The chef ’s kitchen features granite countertops, a travertine tile backsplash, and an oversized eat-in
area with outdoor access to the flagstone patio, wooden deck, and flourishing fruit trees. Two master suites, a flexible office space, a formal
dining room, separate family and living rooms, and two additional bedrooms with a shared hall bath complete the home. Excellent hiking trails,
breathtaking vistas, Los Altos Golf & Country Club, and popular downtown conveniences rest mere minutes away.

Saturday & Sunday
1:00 - 5:00 pm

OPEN HOUSE

Complimentary
Refreshments

For more information, video tour & more photos, please visit:

w w w. 1 3 0 0 M o nt c la ire. c o m
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Want To Stay In Your Home As You Age?
Avenidas Village
helps you:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stay independent
Make new friends
Simplify your life
Keep your mobility
Access vetted vendors
Receive 24/7 assistance

Explore over coffee:
Attend a free “Coffee Chat”
and ask members questions.

Join us

Be our guest:

Join us

TUESDAY, OCT. 16
AT 10:00AM

FRIDAY, OCT. 26
AT 11:30AM

at Avenidas@Cubberlely
(4000 Middleﬁeld Rd, PA)

at Avenidas@Cubberley for
a Free talk by GreenWaste of
Palo Alto and a light lunch.

or call (650) 289-5405
to schedule a personal
consultation!

Village

All are welcome to attend:
simply RSVP to (650) 289-5405

www.avenidasvillage.org
(650) 289-5405

Menlo-Atherton Hall of Fame
ceremony set for Oct. 13
By Rick Eymer
Palo Alto Weekly Sports Editor

M

enlo-Atherton High
recently introduced its
latest Hall of Fame
class amid a celebration of
athletic achievements and
memories.
Longtime water polo and
swimming coach Rick Longyear, who passed away in July,
has already been officially
inducted.
Six others will join him on
Oct. 13: Casey Beckstrom, Robert Crumpler, Alec Haley, the
late Marino Mangiola, Shaun
Paga and Diane Seeley.
In addition, the 1965 men’s
swimming team and the 1985
men’s soccer team are also being
honored.
The inductees will also be

honored at the Homecoming
football game on Oct. 12.
Beckstrom, a softball pitcher,
was in attendance, along with
Sally Longyear, representing her
husband Rick; Dennis Nugent,
representing the swim team;
and both Matt Faure and John
Shenk, representing the soccer
team.
Athletic Directors Steven
Kryger and Paul Snow served
as hosts and M-A icon Plato
Yanicks was also in attendance.
The 1965 swimming team
didn’t win a title, but Nugent
recalled how talented the team
was, which included Olympian
Dick Roth, among others.
“Sometimes we had to surprise and shock,” Nugent said.
“Santa Clara was coached by
George Haines and he had this

REDISCOVER THE
FULL SPECTRUM OF SOUND

guy Mark Spitz swimming for
him. Palo Alto was also a tremendous team. Pulling upsets
over those two teams was fun to
be a part of. That whole experience had an influence on me
becoming a teacher.”
Sally Longyear recalled how
passionate Rick was in his job
and his approach.
“Even when he was sick, he’d
get out of bed and went to class,”
she said.
The Hall of Fame induction
ceremony will take take place on
Saturday, Oct. 13. For information, contact Steve Kryger at
skryger@seq.org or Paul Snow at
psnow@seq.org. A

District 1 candidate
forum Wednesday
A forum for Q BRIEFS
Menlo Park’s
three candidates for the City
Council’s District 1 seat —
Mike Dunn, Cecilia Taylor and
George Yang — is scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 3, from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. at the Menlo Park
Senior Center, 110 Terminal
Ave. in Menlo Park.
The event will include a question-and-answer session and
will be moderated by Almanac
reporter Kate Bradshaw. It is
organized by the Belle Haven
Neighborhood Association and
open to the public.

New signs, repair
stations for cyclists
CONVENTIONAL
HEARING AID

EARLENS HEARING
TECHNOLOGY

Introducing Earlens, the world’s only light-driven hearing technology.
Earlens delivers the broadest frequency range available for clear, natural sound.

Join us for a Seminar on
Hearing Impairment and Earlens
Advanced Technology.
Thursday, October 11th at 11am

Keep an eye out for new signs
and bicycle repair stations to
support cyclists in Menlo Park.
According to staff, new signs
are being installed that include
nearby destinations, directional
arrows, mileages, and approximate travel times to popular
biking destinations.
In the eastbound direction,
featured destinations are the
Bay Trail, Bedwell Bayfront Park
and Onetta Harris Community Center. In the westbound
direction, featured destinations
include the Caltrain station,
downtown and Nealon Park.
Four bike repair stations will
also be installed, with two at
the Burgess Pool and the main
library and two downtown.
— By Kate Bradshaw

Learn what this revolutionary device could do for you.
Call (650 ) 316-8984 to reserve your spot. Spaces are limited!

PERKINS CLINIC
4055 Campbell Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025
earlens.com
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A bridge
to success
Local nonprofit aims
to transform the lives
of motivated, low-income kids
By Lauren Kelmar

The organization hit a high
mark this year: Each of the 18
onsider the following students in the first cohort that
statistics,: Nationally, 89 progressed through the entire
percent of low-income Bridge program — Bridge stufirst-generation students leave dents from the time they were
college within six years without a rising fifth-graders until their
degree, and more than a quarter June 2018 high school gradualeave after their first year — tion — was accepted by at least
which is four times the dropout two colleges, Garrett said.
Bridge accomplished this by
rate of higher-income, secondgeneration students, according preparing its students years
to the National Center of Educa- before the college application
process began. The program
tion Statistics.
The leaders and commu- requires its students to maintain
nity supporters of the local a 3.0-plus GPA throughout high
nonprofit, Peninsula Bridge, say school, and offers individual
tutoring if a stuthose statistics
dent is having
are unaccepttrouble in any
able, and are
‘Talent is equally
determined to distributed; opportunity given subject. It
also introduces
change them by
is not. We provide
students attendproviding lowing its summer
income students
opportunities.’
programs to
with educationR ANDI SHAFTON , B RIDGE’S
material that
al opportunities
CO - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
will be part of
to succeed from
the curriculum
middle school
in the coming school year so
through college graduation.
Based in Palo Alto, Peninsula they are familiar and ahead of
Bridge has provided programs their peers when school starts.
The summer program for
up and down the Peninsula for
highly motivated, low-income middle-school kids includes
students and their families for instruction in English, math,
over 25 years. The programs computer science, hands-on sciinclude the after-school Mid- ence and art, and offers enrichdle School Academy and the ment electives. The after-school
High School Academy, a sum- program for fifth- through
mer program, and the recently seventh-grade students also
established College Success offers a range of subjects, and
eighth-grade students are given
program.
According to Bridge’s develop- help with time management,
ment director, Maureen Garrett, study, organizational, and pubthe organization is determined lic speaking skills; and design
to turn on its head the college- thinking and critical thinking.
Summer programs are offered
completion statistic for lowincome students who are the on a number of school camfirst in their families to attend pus, including Menlo School,
college, aiming for 90 percent Sacred Heart Prep, and Woodof Bridge-supported students side Priory.
The year-round High School
earning a college degree.
Special to The Almanac

C

Photos by Tom Antal

Bryan listens during a math lesson at a Bridge summer session held at Crystal Springs Uplands School.

Academy offers students academic counseling, mentoring,
tutoring and workshops focused
on high school success and
college readiness, according to
program administrators.

Onward to college
Bridge also helps its students acquire summer internships during their college years,
according to co-Executive
Director Randi Shafton. The
reason is simple: Because the
majority of young people find
internships through their parents’ connections, it makes sense
for Peninsula Bridge to help its
first-generation college students
network, Shafton said.
“First generation college students are at a disadvantage in
terms of getting internships
because so much is based on
parents’ connections,” Shafton
explained.
Bridge creates relationships
with various companies and
individuals, eventually connecting them with a student, Shafton
said. This commitment has led
Bridge students into internships
at places such as Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital, Nordstrom
and Stanford Health Care, to
name a few.
Students in the College Success program get a personal
adviser or mentor who stays
with them throughout college
and guides them through the
college transition process, offers
class advice, suggests clubs to
get involved with, and checks in
with them every week or so. The
mentors also are the ones who
network with students to find
internships and jobs.
Students occasionally meet
with their adviser in person
over school breaks for help

with internship and career
networking.

Finding her passion
Alejandra Lopez of Menlo
Park, a Bridge alumna and
University of California-Santa

Cruz graduate, found a perfect
internship through her adviser,
which led to a full-time job upon
graduation, she said.
Lopez said she knew she was
See BRIDGE TO SUCCESS, page 20

Photo courtesy Alejandra Lopez

Alejandra Lopez is a Bridge alum who graduated from U.C.
Santa Cruz before finding full-time work with a biotech company she
interned with through the Bridge program.
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BRIDGE TO SUCCESS
continued from page 19

SAVE $ THOUSANDS
ON AN ELECTRIC CAR
Live in San Mateo County? Go test drive an electric car! Peninsula
Clean Energy and local dealerships are providing great discounts on
select new models. Mention the Peninsula Clean Energy discount
program or bring this ad. Applies to lease or purchase from October 1
through December 31, 2018.

ChevVSPIX Bolt or Volt
Stewart Chevrolet in Colma
780 Serramonte Blvd
Colma, CA 94014
(415)335-5351
Nissan Leaf
Nissan of Burlingame
101 California Drive
Burlingame, CA 94010
(650)263-4707

Learn more at peninsulacleanenergy.com/ev

2019 EDITION IS COMING

Living Well
The Peninsula’s resource guide
for seniors and their families
Living Well is a comprehensive source of
local information with a directory of services
offered by not-for-profit organizations and
other agencies. Listings will cover subjects

interested in the field of science,
but was unsure if she wanted
to attend medical school. Her
adviser connected her with
various people in the medical
industry, and in the end, Lopez
decided that the medical field
was not for her, she recalled.
Her adviser then went to
Arcus Biosciences, an East Bay
biotech company, and introduced the firm’s CEO to Lopez;
she won an internship at Arcus
and interned there the summer before her junior year of
college.
“I found my passion, thanks to
my adviser,” Lopez said.
Through her internship,
Lopez realized that she was
seriously interested in research.
She interned with Arcus again
the following summer, and the
company was so impressed
with her dedication that she was
offered a full time job.
Lopez said that without Peninsula Bridge’s educational
opportunities, and the College
Success program, she wouldn’t
have achieved the level of success she now enjoys.
“If it weren’t for Peninsula
Bridge, many of us first-generation college students, including
myself, wouldn’t be where we are
today,” she said.
Peninsula Bridge provides all
the resources and opportunities
to level the playing field for these
low-income, first generation
students, Shafton said.
“Talent is equally distributed; opportunity is not,”
Shafton said. “We provide
opportunities.”
Lopez said she feels Bridge
has really looked out for her and
other disadvantaged students.
“Peninsula Bridge genuinely
cares about every one of the
students participating in its
programs, and the team puts
in so much time and effort to
make sure we have the tools to
succeed,” Lopez said.

Photos by Tom Antal

Jonathan spends some time with a book during a Bridge
summer session held at Crystal Springs Uplands School.

Now, Lopez’s younger brother
is participating in Peninsula
Bridge and receiving the same
educational opportunities.
Peninsula Bridge leaders and
supporters point to the program’s successes — such as
Lopez and the entire 18-strong
cohort of students who are now
off on their first year of college
— as evidence that the Bridge
model is working.
“We have served thousands
of underserved students and
their families over the past 29
years, with an average 95 percent reporting an improvement

from nutrition counseling to financial
planning, home care to hospice, recreational
activities to computer training and more.

Coming this November
Look for your copy of Living Well at over 100
locations throughout the Midpeninsula.
Including:

Community Centers and Town Halls
Hospitals and Health Centers
Libraries and Senior Centers/Facilities

Be part of Living Well 2019
Contact your advertising rep
for more information
or call/email Connie Jo Cotton
at 650.223.6571
ccotton@paweekly.com
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Photos by Tom Antal

Yiyi learns to draw with charcoal during a Bridge summer program
session at Menlo School.

in academic preparedness and
self-confidence, and an average
95 percent graduating from high
school on time,” according to a
written statement.
“Peninsula Bridge students
have a desire to use their education to build a better life, but
they need long-term support to
achieve their dreams of college
graduation and a successful
career.”

Fundraiser
A fundraiser for the Peninsula Bridge program is set for
Thursday, Nov. 1, at the Sharon
Heights Golf and Country Club
in Menlo Park, with a 6 p.m.
cocktail reception, and dinner
and a program beginning at 7:30
p.m. Tickets are $350, and table
sponsorships are available.
For ticket information, email
Maureen Garrett at maureen@
peninsulabridge.org, or call
207-2845.
For more information about
the Peninsula Bridge program,
visit peninsulabridge.org. A
On the cover: Peninsula
Bridge aims to help
motivated, low-income
children like this attentive
boy succeed in school and
continue their education at
college. Photo by Tom Antal/
Courtesy of Peninsula Bridge

N E W S

Narrowed road to be restored to original width
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

W

ork done by Woodside’s Public Works
Department in late
August to narrow a short stretch
of Laning Drive where it intersects with Canada Road to provide room for a roadside path
will be undone by order of the
Town Council.
The narrowing, which cost
about $25,000, corrected a situation in which a path on the
south side of Laning ended with
pedestrians facing an aging
fragment of a brick wall. To
get around the wall and out to
Canada Road, pedestrians had
to walk into the traffic lane.
To make room for a path that

steered pedestrians around the
wall, the town appropriated
about 4 feet of the traffic lane.
After hearing objections to
the narrowed road from nearly
all residents of Laning and its
side streets, the council on Sept.
25 voted unanimously to restore
the road to its 28-foot width and
to take the following additional
steps:
Q Install a crosswalk across
Laning Drive at the intersection
with Canada Road.
Q Dismantle most of the brick
wall, now unstable as a result
of upheaval by tree roots, at
the southwest corner of Laning
Drive. The council’s plan retains
enough of the wall to fashion a
pillar from one end of it.
The wall is important in

that it is painted white and
lit at night, which makes it a
handy nighttime indicator of
the presence of the intersection
for drivers on Canada Road,
Councilman Dave Tanner said.
Removing the unstable parts
of the wall and leaving a white
pillar would continue to serve
drivers at night, he said.
A few residents noted that
the wall may have originally
been intended as a gateway to
the Woodside Knolls neighborhood and thus has value as an
artifact. The use of a remnant of
the wall to fashion a pillar was a
compromise.
Q Route the pedestrian path
behind the pillar while retaining
the significant oak trees that have
grown there and undermined the

Stanford fees for affordable
housing to nearly double
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors supports new
ordinances over university’s objections
By Gennady Sheyner

D

espite a heavy pushback from Stanford University, the Santa Clara
County Board of Supervisors
approved on Tuesday, Sept. 25,
new policies that require the
university to pay higher fees to
support affordable housing and
to construct more such housing
as part of its expansion plans.
The new housing impact fee
policy, which the board adopted
by a unanimous vote, nearly
doubles how much Stanford
would be required to pay for
every square foot of new development, from the existing level
of $36.22 to $68.50, with the
higher fee set to kick in on July
1, 2020. The “inclusionary housing” zoning ordinance would
require 16 percent of all marketrate housing for faculty and staff
to be designated as affordable
housing.
In adopting the new housingimpact fee, the board opted
not to move ahead with a prior
proposal, which would have
raised the fee up to $143.10 per
square foot. That fee was supported by a nexus study that
the county commissioned to
evaluate what it would take to
subsidize the construction of the
964 units that would be required
for accommodate employees
making up to 120 percent of
area median income. Even the
relatively lower fee of $68.50 per
square foot, however, is by far
the highest in the region.
The new ordinances moved
ahead Sept. 25 despite heavy
opposition from Stanford,
which proposed that the county

forego the two ordinances and
to instead collaborate with the
university on a development
agreement that would generate
more below-market-rate housing sooner.
In late July, the university
proposed converting up to 200
apartments on its campus into
below-market-rate units and
creating an evergreen fund that
would pool investments from
area employers and foundations to invest in future housing
projects.
Stanford officials reiterated
their objections on Sept. 25 and
requested that the board delay
its vote on the two ordinances.
Jean McCown, Stanford’s associate vice president for government and community relations,
argued that the ordinances will
not achieve affordable housing in the near-term and urged
the board to consider options
to produce housing in a more
expeditious manner.
Jean Snider, the university’s associate vice president for
real estate, emphasized that
all employers throughout the
county generate the need for
affordable housing and suggested it’s unfair for the county
to single out Stanford.
“The recommended fee is four
times the Bay Area’s average
commercial linkage fee,” Snider
said. “How is this justified?”
Stanford had also requested
that the supervisors, at the very
least, include a “sunset” clause to
both ordinances ensuring that
each would be repealed as soon
as the development agreement is
reached.

Robert Reidy, Stanford’s vice
president for land, buildings
and real estate, requested in a
letter that the discussions of
the potential agreement begin
as soon as possible. He proposed that the board appoint
two supervisors to serve on an
ad hoc committee that would
negotiate with Stanford. A draft
agreement would then be presented for formal hearings on
Stanford’s 2018 General Use
Permit application, which the
board plans to take up early next
year.
The university also alleges that
the fee of $68.50 per square foot
is “excessive,” “unsupported,”
and based on a study that suffers
from “serious mathematical and
logical errors.” If these errors
were corrected, the nexus study
supports a maximum fee of no

stability of the wall.
Crosswalk controversy

A key element to the plan is a
crosswalk across Laning Drive
at Canada Road, something
the council agreed to in July as
part of the initiative to improve
walking and biking routes to
and from Woodside Elementary
School. (Public Works proposed
two crosswalks at Laning, on the
south and north sides, but the
council decided against a northside crossing.)
There is no stop sign at Laning, a concern for Tanner. The
official speed limit on Canada is
35 mph, but it is an arterial and a
popular alternative when Interstate 280 is jammed. Tanner said
speeds can reach 45 to 50 mph
on Canada Road. “It’s dangerous
to cross there,” he said.
Children tend to think crosswalks are safe zones, he said.
“It’s a false safety because cars
don’t stop. ... Either you put a
stop sign (in) with the crosswalk
or don’t do it at all,” he said. “If
we’re worried about the children, we need to do something
that’s correct and don’t give
them a false hope when they go
to walk across the street.”
As for his vote in July in favor

of a crosswalk at Laning, Tanner
said he should have investigated
the site. “It’s not right,” he said.
“We need to rethink this whole
intersection.”
Laning Drive resident Michael
Fellman complained about town
funds spent on narrowing the
road and then again on restoring
its width, all without input from
neighbors. (In an interview,
Town Engineer Sean Rose justified the narrowing as needed to
correct an unsafe condition for
pedestrians.)
As for a crosswalk at Laning,
Fellman said he was against it,
adding that pedestrians should
be directed south along Canada
to Glenwood Avenue where
there is a stop sign.
In response to the notion of
installing a stop sign at Laning,
Rose noted that state criteria
regulate where and when stop
signs are justified. A stop sign
proposal for Laning Drive would
require a detailed analysis of the
intersection, Rose said, adding
that it’s unlikely that the intersection would meet the criteria.
The town could install flashing beacons at the crosswalk,
similar to signs in front of
Woodside Elementary School,
he said. A

See STANFORD FEES, page 22

Beautifully designed, professionally
bound books preserve family
memories — both old and new!

ÕÃiÕÊ+Õ>ÌÞÊ,i«>ÀÃ
UÊ*ÀVi>ÊUÊ*ÌÌiÀÞÊUÊ>ÀLiÊ
UÊ>`iÊUÊÛÀÞÊUÊ>ÃÃÊ
UÊ7`ÊUÊ-Ìi

>LVɈLY!
/LPYSVVT-HTPS`/PZ[VY`)VVRZ
,SKLY0U[LY]PL^Z
=PU[HNL7OV[VRestoration
and much more!

Èxä{n{Ó{x

www.restorationstudio.com

+PVU+LZR[VW7\ISPJH[PVUZ
 KPVUKLZR'NTHPSJVT
^^^KPVUKLZR[VWJVT
October 3, 2018QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ21

N E W S
STANFORD FEES
continued from page 21

more than $17 to $20, according
to Stanford.
Specifically, the county study
on which the $68.50 fee is based
on assumes that the initial funding to build affordable housing
is a permanent subsidy, rather
than a loan that gets repaid
over the lifetime of the project,
Stanford’s letter states. The university also claims that the study
overstates land-acquisition costs
and that it bases its fee on housing demand outside of the county’s jurisdictional boundaries.
Stanford also protested that
the new inclusionary rules are
“unfair and unsupported” and
that the ordinance ignores “the
significant contributions that
Stanford makes in providing
this affordable housing.” The
university specifically took issue

with a rule that doubles the
requirement for below-marketrate housing from 16 percent to
32 percent in cases where Stanford converts existing marketrate units rather than builds new
ones.
While the ordinance intends
to spur more construction of
below-market-rate units, Stanford characterized the higher
requirement as a “penalty that
discourages the use of Stanford’s
extensive stock of existing market-rate housing to comply with
the affordability rules, rather
than a meaningful alternative to
comply.”
“There is no evidentiary support for doubling the requirements, just because the affordable units are converted rather
than constructed,” the letter
from Stanford stated.
The board didn’t buy these
arguments. Board President Joe

Visit

Lasting Memories
An online directory of obituaries and remembrances.
Search obituaries, submit a memorial, share a photo.
Go to: AlmanacNews.com/obituaries

Simitian acknowledged that the
Stanford fee would be higher
than fees elsewhere. He also
noted, however, that the fees in
places like Palo Alto, Mountain
View and Menlo Park have been
insufficient in addressing the
jobs-to-housing imbalance. Palo
Alto has an ratio of about 3.49
jobs per housing units — the
highest in the county. Mountain
View and Menlo Park each have
a ration of about 2.5 to 1.
“Surrounding communities
aren’t getting the job done with
the fee they have in place. That’s
why we’re having this conversation,” Simitian said. “If we keep
doing what we’re doing, we’ll
keep getting what we got, which
is a 2.5 or 3.5 jobs-housing
imbalance.”
Simitian also rejected Stanford’s criticism about being
uniquely — and, hence, unfairly
— targeted by the new ordinances. Stanford, he observed,
is indeed unique in that it has
about 4,000 acres of developed
space.
“When we look at the county,
we don’t have another one of
these because we appropriately
push development into incorporated communities,” said Simitian, whose district includes
Palo Alto.
The debate over broader housing policies is also expected to

continue next year, as the board
reviews Stanford’s ambitious
application to build up to 2.275
million square feet of academic
space and 3,150 new units (a
combination of apartments and
student beds) by 2035 as part
of its 2018 General Use Permit
application. Earlier this year, the
county responded to demands
for more housing by commissioning an analysis that considers two additional alternatives,
each with significantly more
units.
During last week’s more narrow discussion, Simitian’s colleagues generally agreed that
the county needs to do more
to encourage housing, particularly for those with incomes at or
below the area median income.
Supervisor Ken Yeager called
the lack of affordable housing
“the issue of our time.”
“We’ve been trying to respond.
The county is doing more than
we ever had relating to housing
but we obviously need to do
more. I’d rather not wait to act.”
Numerous members of the
public, including housing advocates and local officials, also
encouraged the board to act.
Mountain View Mayor Lenny
Siegel (speaking for himself and
not the city) said the new inclusionary-zoning requirement has
the potential to generate a huge

number of affordable housing
units as a byproduct of Stanford’s expansion.
The university, he said, should
not be allowed to shift the
impact of its growth on other
communities, he said.
“Stanford is the root of the
jobs-housing imbalance,” Siegel
said. “They aren’t being singled
out; they’re jumping out. They
have more land than Mountain
View.”
Even in approving the two
ordinances, the board left the
door open for revising or even
repealing them, should the
county reach a development
agreement with Stanford over
an alternative proposal. Simitian included in his motion a
clause that explicitly authorizes the board to “suspend,
amend or rescind” the new rules
at a future date, pending an
agreement.
“I remain optimistic that the
discussion will continue with
Stanford,” Supervisor Dave Cortese said. “I’m looking at this as
essentially a package that could
be superseded by something
more attractive to all of us down
the road.”
Gennady Sheyner writes for
the Palo Alto Weekly. Mountain
View Voice staff writer Kevin
Forestieri contributed to this
report.

Charming Remodeled Home
OPEN
Sunday
OpenSaturday
Sunday and
1:00-4:00

1112 Junipero Ave, Redwood City
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 Spacious Bedrooms
1 Tranquil Bathroom
Sunny Kitchen with cozy breakfast nook
Inviting Living Room with ﬁreplace
1 car attached garage
Private back yard

• Great neighborhood
• Conveniently located near Red Morton
Community Center, shopping, library, schools,
and parks
• Fantastic opportunity to own a single family
home in a desirable Redwood city neighborhood

Offered at: $1,050,000
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Andrea
Schultz
CalBRE# 01196243

650.575.3632
aschultz@apr.com
www.AndreaSchultzHomes.com
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C O M M U N I T Y

Arthur Sharif
Silicon Valley’s longest serving
Sotheby’s International Realty Agent
Presents

  Q C A L E N DA R

Theater
¶$'ROOKRXVH·$WUDQVODWLRQLQSURJUHVVE\0HOLQGD
0DUNVRI(W'XNNHKMHPE\+HQULN,EVHQ A staged
reading of a new translation of Ibsen’s “A Dollhouse.” Oct.
8, 7:30 p.m. $5-$20. Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St.,
Redwood City. dragonproductions.net
¶7KH FXULRXVFDVHRIWKH :DWVRQ,QWHOOLJHQFH· The
Dragon Theater stages “The (curious case of the) Watson
Intelligence,” a play exploring the growth and effects of
technology through a meeting of prominent figures from
different eras. Through Oct. 7, times vary. $18-$35. The
Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St., Redwood City.
¶+HGGD*DEOHU· Pear Theatre presents “Hedda Gabler,”
with Betsy Kruse Craig in the title role. Oct. 11-28, times
vary $15-$35. The Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St.,
Mountain View. thepear.org
7KHDWUH:RUNV6LOLFRQ9DOOH\3UHVHQWV¶)XQ+RPH·
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley presents “Fun Home,” a play
about growing up around a funeral home, coming to
terms with identity and the past. Oct. 3-28, times vary.
$40-$100. Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts,
500 Castro St., Mountain View. theatreworks.org

Music

*DE\&DVWUR Gaby Castro, singer-songwriter, performs
Americana-indie, pop-folk, rock music. Oct. 5, 7 p.m.
Free. Cafe Zoe, 1929 Menalto Ave, Menlo Park. cafezoehub.com/music-events

Festivals & Fairs

0RXQWDLQ9LHZ2NWREHUIHVW The sixth Annual Mountain
View Oktoberfest, presented by Steins Beer Garden and
the Mountain View Chamber of Commerce, will feature
German beer, cuisine and entertainment. Oct. 6-7, 11
a.m.-7 p.m. Free. Bryant St. at Dana St., Mountain View.
mvoktoberfest.com
3RUW)HVW PortFest, a day-long festival, will give community members a chance to learn about the maritime heritage
of the Port, the industrial working waterfront, as well as
recreational activities on the San Francisco Bay. The day
will include live music, children’s activities, sailing, food
trucks and booths and more. Oct. 6, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Free.
The Port of Redwood City, 451 Seaport Court, Redwood
City. redwoodcity.org

Talks & Lectures

690 Loyola Drive, Los Altos
This is a rare opportunity to own a distinctive estate compound on
approx. 4.55 acres in a prime Los Altos location. Once owned by Robert
Noyce, founder of Intel, the estate comprises a four-bedroom main
residence and a three-bedroom guesthouse as well as numerous resortstyle amenities including a unique swimming pool, tennis court, bocce
court, putting green, two ponds, and a vineyard. Exceedingly private,
the estate enjoys views of the bay, the mountains, and the first fairway
of the Los Altos Golf & Country Club.

#1 Silicon Valley Agent
Sotheby’s International Realty
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017
Serving
Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Atherton, Woodside,
Portola Valley, Los Altos Hills & exceptional
properties throughout the Peninsula

Arthur Sharif
and Associates
650.804.4770

arthursharif@gmail.com
www.SVLuxRE.com
CalDRE#: 01481940
Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used
with permission. Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Real estate agents affiliated with Sotheby’s International
Realty, Inc. are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Equal
Housing Opportunity.

24QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQOctober 3, 2018

'RFWRU'DQJHU:KDW(YHU\3DWLHQW1HHGVWR.QRZ
The dangers of medical mistakes will be discussed at
Lifetree Cafe Menlo Park. The program features a filmed
interview with Dr. Martin Makary, a cancer surgeon at
Johns Hopkins Hospital and author of “Unaccountable:
What Hospitals Won’t Tell You and How Transparency
Can Revolutionize Health Care.” Oct. 10, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Free. Bethany Church, 1095 Cloud Ave., Menlo Park.
vimeo.com/287094998
%HFN\$OEHUWDOOLDQG$GDP6LOYHUD Becky Albertalli,
author of “Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda,” and
Adam Silvera, author of “They Both Die At the End, More
Happy Than Not, and History Is All You Left Me,” discuss
their co-written book “What If It’s Us.” $10-$24. Kepler’s
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for more info.
)UHH3XEOLF7DONRQ¶8QWZLQNOLQJ·WKH6WDUV Astronomer Claire Max will give a free, nontechnical, illustrated
talk on how astronomers “untwinkle” the stars to get
sharper images of the universe, and how she applies this
to examining the collisions of nearby galaxies. Oct. 3,
7-8:30 p.m. Free. Smithwick Theater at Foothill College,
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. Search eventbrite.
com for more info.
.DUHQ2IIHQ$XWKRURI¶7KH:RPDQ4XHVWLRQ·LQ
&RQYHUVDWLRQ Karen Offen discusses how she earned a
Stanford post-doctorate in “men’s history,” then moved on
to co-found an international organization for research in
women’s history; publish seven books on family, gender
and the relative status of women and meanwhile; and
raise two daughters. Oct. 5, 7-8 p.m. Free. Woodside
Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, Woodside. woodsideartandculture.org
$)DPLO\'LYLGHG)LQGLQJ3HDFHE\/HWWLQJ*R How
families experiencing conflict and division can heal will
be discussed at Lifetree Café. The program features the
filmed story of a family that struggled with an unexpected
teenage pregnancy. Participants will consider how they
worked through their response to the pregnancy. Oct. 3,
6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Bethany Church, 1095 Cloud Ave.,
Menlo Park. vimeo.com/282368921
¶'XUHU·V.QRWV$:LUHG5HQDLVVDQFH· The talk will
present research for an upcoming exhibition on Durer and
the Islamic world at Stanford University. Oct. 4, 5:30 p.m.
Free. Oshman Hall, 355 Roth Way, Stanford. events.stanford.edu for more info.
$P\6WHZDUW(OOLVRQ&RRSHU-RKQ%XUOH\1LFN
7D\ORU Books Inc. and Writeous Writers present the third
installment in their “Craft Series for Aspiring Authors” with
four authors in conversation discussing tips and tricks on
writing suspense. Oct. 11, 7-9 p.m. Free. Books Inc. Palo
Alto, 855 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. booksinc.net/event
/LVD%UHQQDQ-REV Lisa Brennan-Jobs will discuss her
memoir “Small Fry”, a book about her childhood growing up in two very different households. Oct. 3, 7-9 p.m.
Books Inc. Palo Alto, 855 El Camino Real, Palo Alto.
booksinc.net/event
1DQF\%R\DUVN\DW%RRNV,QF3DOR$OWR Bestselling
author Nancy Boyarsky shares the third installment in her

“Nicole Graves Mysteries” series, “Liar Liar.” In the story,
protagonist Mary Ellen Barnes sues her university’s quarterback for rape when the authorities won’t act. Oct. 10,
7-9 p.m. Free. Books Inc. Palo Alto, 855 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto. booksinc.net/event
3DGG\+LUVFKDW%RRNV,QF3DOR$OWR Journalist and
author Paddy Hirsch shares his debut work of historical
fiction, “The Devil’s Half Mile,” which is set in 1799. Oct. 4,
7-9 p.m. Free. Books Inc. Palo Alto, 855 El Camino Real,
Palo Alto. booksinc.net/event
0LFDK3HUNVZLWK7RELDV:ROIIDQG0ROO\$QWRSRO
Celebrate with Micah Perks, Tobias Wolff, and Molly
Antopol, who share the stage to celebrate Perks’ new
collection, “True Love and Other Dreams of Miraculous
Escape.” Oct. 9, 7:30-9 p.m. Free; RSVPs requested.
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. Search
eventbrite.com for more info.
65,2UJDQRQ7RDVWPDVWHUV SRI Organon Toastmasters helps community members become better public
speakers and leaders by providing a supportive, positive
environment for practicing communication and leadership
skills. Guests are welcome to visit and join. Tuesdays,
year-round. Free. St. Patrick’s Seminary & University,
Redon Hall, 320 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park. sriorganon.com

Fundraisers
'LQHDQG'RQDWHDW&HOLD·V0H[LFDQ5HVWDXUDQWWR
%HQHILW(+3 Celia’s Mexican Restaurant in Menlo Park
will donate 20 percent of purchase to Ecumenical Hunger
Program. Participants must present the flyer or tell the
server they support EHP. Oct. 11, 11 a.m.-10 p.m. $11$30. Celia’s Mexican Restaurant Menlo Park, 1850 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park. ehpcares.org
6DQ)UDQFLVFRDQG3HQLQVXOD&523+XQJHU:DON
San Francisco and Peninsula CROP Hunger Walk Fundraiser for the Ecumenical Hunger Project and Church
World Service for disaster relief, refugee services, sustainable community-led food and water projects and medical
care. Each walker is encouraged to raise $100 or more.
Oct. 7, 1-4 p.m. Free. Nealon Park, 800 Middle Ave.,
Menlo Park. crophungerwalk.org/menloparkca

Family

-RKQ)ODQDJDQ Author of the “Ranger’s Apprentice”
series, John Flanagan, returns with “The Red Fox Clan.”
He will be present and answer questions from the audience. Oct. 4, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for
more info.
7LP(UHQHWD The Menlo Park Library’s 2018 Storytelling Festival presents Tim Ereneta’s vibrant telling of the
classic Russian folktale, “I Go I Know Not Whither to
Fetch I Know Not What.” The performance is best suited
for ages 5 to adults. Oct. 9, 7-8 p.m. Free. Menlo Park
Main Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org/
storytelling

Museums & Exhibits

3DLQWLQJ1DWXUHLQWKH$PHULFDQ*LOGHG$JH The
Cantor Arts Center’s newest exhibition will consider how
nature was depicted by American artists from the 1880s
to 1910, an era of unprecedented industrialization and
urban development. Through landscapes, portraits and
still lifes, the exhibition will delve into the importance of
nature for artists and the public. Through Aug. 25, 2019,
times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at
Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
¶9LQWDJH7R\V,W·V&KLOG·V3OD\· The museum will be
showing a variety of antique toys that belonged to children in the past. This exhibition will cover the origins of
playtime, toy factories, toy trains, builder toys and more.
This exhibit aims to evoke childhood memories over the
decades. Through Feb. 17, 2019. Free. Museum of American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto.
$UWLVW&ROODERUDWLYH-XG\*DXONH <RNR.XEULFN
A.Space art gallery presents an exhibition featuring oil
paintings from the past two decades by Atherton artist
Judy Gaulke. Marble scupltures by Yoko Kubrick, a sculptor from Woodside, will also be displayed. Through Oct.
27, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. A.Space Art Gallery, 773 Santa
Cruz Ave., Menlo Park.
3RUWROD$UW*DOOHU\3UHVHQWV¶,PSUHVVLRQVRI,QGR
QHVLD·DQ([KLELWLRQRI:DWHUFRORU3DLQWLQJVE\
<YRQQH1HZKRXVH The Portola Art Gallery presents
“Impressions of Indonesia,” watercolor paintings by
Yvonne Newhouse of San Mateo. The exhibit includes
scenes from her travels earlier this year, and highlights
the people and their culture. A reception will be held Oct.
13, 1-4 p.m. Oct.1-31, Mondays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-4
p.m. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park.
portolaartgallery.com

Sports

3HQLQVXOD*ROI&KDOOHQJH Friends for Youth presents
the 31st Peninsula Golf Challenge. Registration fee covers the cost of greens fees, carts, food, refreshments
and gifts. Oct. 8, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. $100-$10,000. Sharon
Heights Golf & Country Club, 2900 Sand Hill Road, Menlo
Park. Search eventbrite.com for more info.

Games

$GXOW%RDUG*DPH0HHWXS The Menlo Park Library
hosts a board game meet-up, offering adults a space to
socialize as they play games old and new. The volunteer
facilitator will provide the games, and help explain the
instructions. Oct. 7, 12:30-3:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park
Main Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org/
adults

Viewpoint
IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Four strong candidates; three right for this moment

T

roubling trends have developed over the last
few years in the Menlo Park Fire Protection
District. Among them: district board members’
delegation of authority to the fire chief that rightfully
belongs to the board, including policy decisions that
guide the creation of new programs, and decisions
resulting in the spending of significant public funds;
an unproductive increase in antagonism between the
board and officials in the towns within the district’s
boundaries; and a growing lack of transparency.
The Almanac has reported on a number of instances
in which these trends are evident, as well as on details
in a San Mateo County Civil Grand Jury report critical
of the district’s lack of a strategic plan, and its bypassing of city governments to negotiate directly with
developers for the payment of impact fees.
The district has done this negotiating despite state
law giving municipal or county government the
authority to approve impact fees for special districts.
The Grand Jury report raises ethical concerns with
this practice, stating, “The District exercises enforcement of local and state ordinances and statutes, and
reviews the construction plans of businesses located
within its boundaries, including Facebook, for compliance with applicable codes. Accepting donations
of cash, or soliciting impact fees directly from these
businesses, can create the appearance of favorable
treatment or disparate application of rules and laws.”
The four candidates running for three open seats
on the fire board this November, have made it clear
that they believe the district needs to do a better job
of providing the public — and board members themselves — with key information, and three emphasize
the need to put in place a strategic plan to guide the
district responsibly and with greater accountability
into the future. All four of these candidates would do
a good job in helping the district get back on track
in these and other areas it has lost its way in, but we
believe that incumbents Chuck Bernstein and Robert
Jones, and candidate Jim McLaughlin are the best
choices for voters at this time.
Candidate Sean Ballard has been involved with district-sponsored emergency preparedness programs,
and is a member of the district’s strategic planning

committee. As a Menlo Park resident, he would be Almanac, “is an intentional strategy. ... I think the
a third or fourth (if Bernstein is re-elected) board tendency (for public agencies) is to exclude the public
member who lives in Menlo Park or the nearby unin- as much as possible.” The district, he said, needs to
corporated area of that city. We sincerely hope that he do a better job of informing the public and the board
about its spending and its programs.
continues his important contribuRobert Jones, who was
tions to the fire district and jumps
ED ITO R I A L
appointed last year to fill a vacancy,
into the race in two years when the
The opinion of The Almanac
is a valuable member of the board,
terms of two other Menlo Park resiand should be supported for a full
dents are up.
four-year term. He is the first East
We strongly endorse Jim
McLaughlin of Atherton for a seat on the fire board. Palo Alto resident to serve on the board since 2003,
A former assistant chief with the California Highway and offers a perspective to the district that has often
Patrol, McLaughlin has years of experience in public been missing when the board was made up only of
agency strategic planning — and insists on the need residents west of the Bayshore Freeway.
Jones supports greater transparency in the budget
for a strong plan and its regular review. He also has
deep concerns over the district’s lack of spending process and, as someone with experience in strategic
transparency and accountability, noting that in his planning, understands the need for such a plan to
many hours of reviewing district records past and guide the district forward.
Jones, along with McLaughlin, criticizes the dispresent, he has seen “expenditures of millions of doltrict’s approach in going around the cities to negotiate
lars with very little documentation.”
As someone who worked for years “in an environ- impact fees with developers. “How do you get rid of
ment where everything gets measured,” he expressed that appearance that we’re in your hip pocket?” he said
amazement that the current board approves an annual in an interview with The Almanac.
Both Jones and McLaughlin say they will push for
budget — this year, with nearly $55 million in spending — with no breakdown of programs and their going back to cities to provide the evidence those public officials need to support imposing impact fees on
costs.
If elected, he promises to push for a more trans- developers. That would be an important step forward.
parent budgetary process, and told The Almanac: “I As McLaughlin put it, “The district did a terrible job of
would not vote for budgets without proper program making its case” to the towns in its effort to have them
support. (The board) should not be voting to support require impact fees that would cover district costs for
new development.
a program until it is fully fleshed out.”
McLaughlin, whose home town is in an unfortunate,
Chuck Bernstein of Menlo Park deserves a second
term on the board. He often casts the lone dissenting antagonistic relationship with the district over the
vote on board actions, the most recent example being town’s concerns that Atherton taxpayers contribute
his opposition to a new five-year contract for firefight- far more revenue to the district than it gets in services,
ers that increases already rich compensation packages also would work to ease the tension between the two
for each firefighter by an average of $58,726 annually. parties if he is elected, he said, although he doesn’t
He believes the boost in compensation was too support the concept of the town separating from the
high, and believes some of the money that will go into district. “I think the district has a somewhat toxic relahigher compensation would be better directed toward tionship with all the cities, and the county,” he said.
He’s right, and that’s just one of the troubling trends
the district’s capital improvement fund, which will
be tapped to pay for necessary but costly fire station in evidence at the fire district today. We will expect
much needed movement in the right direction with
building projects down the road.
The district’s lack of transparency, he told The new leadership on the fire board come December. A

Yes on Portola Valley district school bond, Measure Z

S

hould residents of the Portola Valley School pressing needs are on both campuses, with the guidDistrict support Measure Z, the $49.5 million ing principle being to repair what could be repaired
bond measure that will raise funds to rebuild or and rebuild if necessary. The estimated cost of projrepair buildings mostly constructed in the late 1950s ects identified as highest priority ranges from $49. 2
and early 1960s? There are many good reasons to million to $54.5 million.
Some 61 percent of the
vote yes on this measure, and none
classrooms that would be replaced if
that we can think of to reject it.
EDI TORIA L
Measure Z passes are “temporary,”
As with many aging buildings,
The opinion of The Almanac
portable and prefab structures,
problems with leaking roofs, old
according to Superintendent Eric
electrical wiring and plumbing,
failing heating and cooling systems, and even mold Hartwig. The bulk of the bond revenue would be
have come to plague the district’s schools — creating spent on new construction, he said, because in many
an environment that’s hardly conducive to learning. cases, it would be more expensive to repair the buildIn coming up with its plan for upgrading build- ings than to start from scratch They are, clearly, past
ings on its two campuses — Ormondale and Corte their useful life.
As with other local school districts, enrollment in
Madera — the school district assessed what the most

the Portola Valley district has stopped growing, and
in fact has been slowly declining over the last two
years. The Measure Z plan calls for fewer classrooms
than now exist, but the creation of space better suited
to next-generation learning.
The measure needs the support of 55 percent of
district voters, and if it passes, property owners’ tax
bills would increase a maximum of $300 per $1 million of assessed valuation on their properties.
The thought of kids being sent off to school to sit
in moldy classrooms with leaky roofs, and in
decades-old “temporary” structures with failing
infrastructure, is a dreary one. But that’s what the
Portola Valley School District and its students face.
If you find that reality unacceptable, you should vote
yes on Measure Z. A
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LIVE SILICON VALLEY
1025 Oakland Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $1,998,000
Penelope Huang · 650.281.8028
License #01023392
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
License #01723115

172 Elliott Drive, Menlo Park
Offered at $2,098,000
Dawn Thomas · 650.701.7822
License #01460529
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
License #01723115

2328 Branner Drive, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,250,000
Chris Iverson · 650.450.0450
License #01708130
Mimi Goh · 650.395.7677
License #02031088

27464 Altamont Road, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $6,000,000
Dulcy Freeman · 650.804.8884
License #01342352
Michael Dreyfus · 650.485.3476
License #01121795

900 Ruth Avenue, Belmont
Offered at $1,695,000
Penelope Huang · 650.281.8028
License #01023392
Michael Huang · 650.248.0006
License #01984666

191 Reef Point, Moss Beach
Offered at $3,495,000
Shena Hurley · 650.575.0991
License #01152002
Marian S. Bennett · 650.678.1108
License #01463986

160 Greer Road, Woodside
Offered at $16,500,000
Shena Hurley · 650.575.0991
License #01152002
Susie Dews · 650.302.2639
License #00781220

770 University Avenue, Los Altos
Offered at $5,299,000
Gloria Young · 650.380.9918
License #01895672
John Young · 650.862.2122
License #02036387

251 Biarritz Circle, Los Altos
Offered at $3,398,000
Barbara Curley · 650.861.2488
License #01837664

1260 Payne Drive, Los Altos
Offered at $2,395,000
Annette Smith · 650.766.9429
License #01180954

240 De Anza Lane, Los Altos
Offered at $3,195,000
Gary Campi · 650.917.2433
License #00600311

310 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside
Offered at $12,000,035
David Gray · 650.773.1271
License #01363266

1299 Cuernavaca Circulo, Mtn View
Offered at $2,298,000
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
License #01723115

1301 Drake Avenue, Burlingame
Offered at $3,295,000
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
License #01723115

130 Lynton Avenue, San Carlos
Offered at $2,590,000
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
License #01723115

1616 Union Avenue, Redwood City
Offered at $1,789,000
David Gray · 650.773.1271
License #01363266

GoldenGateSIR.com · Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 1:30 - 4:30
976 MENLO AVENUE, MENLO PARK
Offered at $1,875,000
www.976Menlo.com
2

2.5
2 Beds/2.5 Baths
1,517 square feet

Y

ou will love living in this very attractive 2 bedroom/2.5 bath townhouse in a prime downtown Menlo Park location. The living room has high ceilings, a fireplace and a door to a private, well-landscaped garden.
Separate dining area opens to an inviting covered porch, perfect for quiet sitting or outdoor entertaining. The attractive eat-in kitchen has top appliances, granite counters and a sunny breakfast nook. There are
beautiful hardwood floors in the living areas. The master suite and additional en suite bedroom are well-sized and there is a large, open area for an office, daybed, or children’s play area. The two-car garage is attached.
Excellent Menlo Park Schools.

124 LUNDY LANE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $2,985,000
www.124LundyLn.com
5

3
2,855 sf | LOT: 8,610 sf
2-car garage

R

emodeled 5 bedroom home on a quiet Palo Alto cul-de-sac. The inviting, slated-tiled covered porch leads to the formal entry, which opens to a spacious formal living room with fireplace. The formal dining room boasts french doors leading to the deck and gardens and is a wonderful place for family gatherings. The remodeled, eat-in kitchen with fantastic natural light has attractive custom cabinetry,
countertops and hardwood floors. On the main level, the bedroom wing features a master suite, 3 additional bedrooms and a remodeled hallway bathroom. A large family room doubles as a home theatre and boasts a
custom bookcase lining the staircase to a second level with an en suite bedroom, complete with a wet bar and refrigerator. The entire family room and second floor bedroom suite have their own entrance, allowing for a
multitude of uses. The home wraps around a sunny deck and gardens that can be accessed from the bedroom wing as well as the dining room. With wonderful indoor-outdoor flow, a hot tub, a seating area in front of the
home and a quiet, end of cul-de sac location, this is a home to enjoy. Located In the heart of Silicon Valley and close to Google, Facebook and Apple. Award winning Palo Alto Schools.

monicacormanbroker

mandymontoya

650.543.1164

650.823.8212

CalRE #01111473

CalRE #01911643

mcorman@apr.com
MonicaCorman.com

mmontoya@apr.com
MandyMontoya.com

Ranked in the Top Tier by the Wall Street Journal
2016, 2017 and 2018 Nationwide List of Top Real Estate Professionals.

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Buyer to verify all information to their satisfaction.
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Marketplace
PLACE AN AD
ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com
PHONE
650.326.8216
Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or
night and get your ad
started immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free
print ad in our Peninsula
newspapers with the
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web
listing charge. Home
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact
with a Customer Sales
Representative.
So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter, give
away or buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!

INDEX
QBULLETIN

BOARD
100-199
QFOR SALE
200-299
QKIDS STUFF
330-399
QMIND & BODY
400-499
QJ
 OBS
500-599
QB
 USINESS
SERVICES
600-699
QH
 OME
SERVICES
700-799
QFOR RENT/
FOR SALE
REAL ESTATE
800-899
QP
 UBLIC/LEGAL
NOTICES
995-997
The publisher waives any and all claims or
consequential damages due to errors. Embarcadero
Media cannot assume responsibility for the claims or
performance of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media
has the right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad
solely at its discretion without prior notice.

fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE

Combining the reach of the Web with
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique website offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

Bulletin
Board
115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW
that newspapers serve an engaged
audience and that 79% still read a
print newspaper? Newspapers need to
be in your mix! Discover the Power of
Newspaper Advertising. For more info
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call
(916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)
DID YOU KNOW
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S.
Adults read content from newspaper
media each week? Discover the Power
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free
brochure call 916-288-6011 or email
cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-SCAN)
EVERY BUSINESS
has a story to tell! Get your message out
with California’s PRMedia Release – the
only Press Release Service operated by
the press to get press! For more info
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or http://
prmediarelease.com/california (Cal-SCAN)
Bossa Nova/Jazz Concert 9/29 in - $15
donation
FREE BOOK/MEDIA GIVEWAWAY
HUGE BOOK SALE OCT 13 & 14
The 18th Annual Race Against PH
The Vintage Mountain View Shop

133 Music Lessons

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

Volvo 2007 S 60 2.5 L Turbo
Nice 2007 Volvo sedan w/Car Fax. 4 new
Michelin tires. Black w/beige leather
inside,moon roof, Turbo 5 cyl, back-up
assist. Rear seats fold flat. Offered midrange KBB / Car Fax

ADMIN. ASSISTANT
bkpg incl payroll, bill paying, tax prep.
Leave contact name and telephone at
650-968-5680 or email to kara@jps.net.

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE
1-707-965-9546. Email:
porscherestoration@yahoo.com.
(Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate
Sales
Palo Alto, 1280 Pine Street, 8a-noonish

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension.
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)
Vintage Mountain View Shop

Mind
& Body

Christina Conti Piano
Private piano lessons. In your home
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years
exp. 650/493-6950
CMEC Music Instruction
Covenant Music Education Center
(CMEC) invites children and youth
wishing to enroll in private music
lessons in piano, voice, flute, violin,
brasses and organ. Contact Covenant
Music Education Center at 650-494-1760
or covenant presbyterian.net/cmec.
Guitar Lessons For Engineers
Please see www.rkguitar.com for
musical samples and details.

145 Non-Profits
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of.
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)
Got an older car, boat or RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1- 844-335-2616
(Cal-SCAN)

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial.
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN)
Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art
features & no audiologist needed.
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The AllNew Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY
Volunteer help wanted

Jobs

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY
JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM
Love MATH? Share your passion
Love to READ? Share your passion
Study testing app for depression

No phone
number in the ad?

GO TO
FOGSTER.COM
for contact
information

Business
Services

604 Adult Care
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM
The nation’s largest senior living referral
service. Contact our trusted,local
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487.
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns,
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST.
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)
Unable to work due to injury
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW,
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just a discount
plan, REAL coverage for
350 procedures. 1-855-472-0035 or
http://www.dental50plus.com/canews
Ad# 6118 (Cal-SCAN)
Lowest Prices
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have
the best rates from top companies! Call
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

Junk Removal Diva
Woman Owned Professional All Junk
removal, since 2010.
No Job Too Small or Too Big; Household,
Office, etc.
Call: (650) 834-5462
PA Molly Maid, Inc.
Give yourself the gift of time and let
Molly Maid clean your home, contact us
at 650-965-1105 or at
pamollymaid@aol.com

751 General
Contracting
A NOTICE TO READERS:
It is illegal for an unlicensed person
to perform contracting work on any
project valued at $500.00 or more in
labor and materials. State law also
requires that contractors include their
license numbers on all advertising.
Check your contractor’s status at
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking
jobs that total less than $500.00
must state in their advertisements
that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board.

Real
Estate
801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $3000
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $2,900

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 3 BR/2 BA - $7,500

815 Rentals Wanted
Couple Seeks Long Term Rental

825 Homes/Condos
for Sale
Atherton, 3 BR/2 BA - $2,888,888
Central Atherton
3 Bedroom 2 Bath
Family Room, Pool and New Roof
Caul De Sac Location
Las Lomitas Schools
Owner Agent
650-208-0664
San Carlos, 4 BR/3 BA - $2399000

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?
Call for a quote for professional cleanup
& maintain the value of your home! Set
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069
(Cal-SCAN)

LEHUA GREENMAN
"The best
preparation
for tomorrow
is doing your
best today."

Musante Builders Handyman
Licensed Contractor and Handyman
I fix homes. From small jobs to Kitchen
and Bath Remodeling. musantebuilders.
com-free estimates.
650-722-4773 CSLB #977272

To place a Classified ad
in The Almanac call 326-8216
or online at fogster.com

650.245.1845

SAVE
on Medicare Supplement Insurance!
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation!
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance
Cos. Operators Standing By.
CALL 1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW
that the average business spends the
equivalent of nearly 1½ days per week
on digital marketing activities? CNPA
can help save you time and money. For
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

500 Help Wanted

707 Cable/Satellite

ENGINEERING
Pure Storage, Inc. has following job
opps. in Mountain View, CA: Member
of Technical Staff (Software Engineer)
[Req. #CHJ85]. Dsgn & dvlp SW for
storage arrays to connect to cloud
srvces for manag’g & monitor’g. Sr.
Business Insights Analyst [Req. #BSN21].
Dsgn & dvlp data dashboards for bsnss
optimiztn & sales improvemnt. Member
of Technical Staff (Software Engineer)
[Req. #ZSD44]. Dsgn, dvlp & test systm
SW for high-end enterprise apps.
Quality Engineer [Req. #QLT18]. Dvlp
& deploy prodct quality plans & drive
continuous imprvemnt. Mail resumes
refernc’g Req. # to: S. Reid, 401 Castro St,
3rd Flr, Mountain View, CA 94041.

DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619
(Cal-SCAN)

It’s easy to Place your ad via the
internet. just go to —
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

715 Cleaning
Services

DISH TV $59.99
For 190 Channels $14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD
DVR Included, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. 1-844-536-5233.
(Cal-SCAN)

fogster.com
Think Globally,
Post Locally.

FOGSTER.COM
is a unique website offering
FREE POSTINGS
from communities throughout
the Bay Area and
an opportunity for your ad to
appear in The Almanac,
the Palo Alto Weekly, and
the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
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MARKETPLACE the printed version of

fogster.com

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
VISTA TECHNOLOGIES
VISTA TECH
FCI VISTA
MINIMINER.COM
MINI MINER
VISTA TECHNOLOGY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278759
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Vista Technologies, 2.) Vista Tech, 3.)
FCI Vista, 4.) Miniminer.com, 5.) Mini
Miner, 6.) Vista Technology, located at
2225 E. Bayshore Rd. Ste. 200, E. Palo
Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
ARMEN ARMOND TEMURIAN
1447 E. Garfield Ave.
Glendale, CA 91205
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on September
4, 2018.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 4, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 12, 19, 26; Oct. 3, 2018)
VISTA NETWORKS
VISTA NETWORK
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278760
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Vista Networks, 2.) Vista Network,
located at 2225 E. Bayshore Rd. Ste.
100, E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
ARMEN ARMOND TEMURIAN
1421 Valencia St.
Pasadena, CA 91104
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on September
4, 2018.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 4, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 12, 19, 26; Oct. 3, 2018)

993 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025
California
This business is conducted by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 17, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 2018)
RAVENSWOOD MOBILE HEALTH CLINIC
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278877
The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as:
Ravenswood Mobile Health Clinic,
located at 1885 Bay Road, East Palo Alto,
CA 94303, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SOUTH COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTER, INC.
1885 Bay Road
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
CA
This business is conducted by: A
Corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 5/15/2007.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 17, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 2018)
BARAJAS JANITORIAL SERVICES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278912
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Barajas Janitorial Services, located at
1123 O’Connor St., East Palo Alto, CA
94303, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
FRANCISCO BARAJAS
1123 O’Connor St.
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 20, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 2018)

SAVI ENTERPRISE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278804
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Savi Enterprise, located at 2056 Pulgas
Ave., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
IMELDA LLANOS DE LUNA
2056 Pulgas Ave.
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 7, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 12, 19, 26; Oct. 3, 2018)

APEX AUCTIONEERING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278897
The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as:
Apex Auctioneering, located at 670 La
Mesa Dr., Portola Valley, CA 94028, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
MARGARET OREN
670 La Mesa Dr.
Portola Valley, CA 94028
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 19, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 2018)

LOWKEY LIFESTYLE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278849
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Lowkey Lifestyle, located at 238 Hillview
Ave., Redwood City, CA 94062, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
ISAIAH LABELLE
238 Hillview Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94062
DINO ANDRIGNETTO
2670 Ohio Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94061
This business is conducted by: A General
Partnership.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 9/12/18.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 12, 2018.
(ALM Sept. 19, 26; Oct. 3, 10, 2018)

SIALE CONSTRUCTION
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278889
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Siale Construction, located at 1119 Del
Norte Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SIONE LS SEALE
1119 Del Norte Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
AKATA SIALE
1119 Del Norte Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
This business is conducted by: Married
Couple.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 18, 2018.
(ALM Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 2018)

TEA IT UP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278876
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Tea It Up, located at 993 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo
County; Mailing address: 3289 South Ct.,
Palo Alto, CA 94306.
Registered owner(s):
JM Tea Room LLC

LYFECHANGES CONSULTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 278948
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Lyfechanges Consulting, located at 2315
Ralmar Ave., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
KESHA L. BROWN
2315 Ralmar Ave.

E. Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 25, 2018.
(ALM Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 2018)
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. M-278916
The information given below is as it
appeared on the fictitious business
statement that was filed at the County
Clerk-Recorder’s Office.
The following person(s)/registrant(s)
has/have abandoned the use of the
fictitious business name(s).
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MENLO PARK
1100 Middle Avenue,
Menlo Park, CA 94025
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S):
NEW COMMUNITY CHURCH
1100 Middle Avenue,
Menlo Park, CA 94025
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON:
09/20/18
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY:
Corporation.
This statement was filed with the
County Clerk Recorder of San Mateo
County on September 28, 2018.
(ALM Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY
OF SAN MATEO
Case No.: 18CIV04368
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: CHRISTINA PROBST filed a
petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
CHRISTINA KUROWICKI to CHRISTINA
BLAISE PROBST.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes
the reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the
court may grant the petition without
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: October 5, 2018,
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court
of California, County of San Mateo,
located at 400 County Center, Redwood
City, CA 94063.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior to
the date set for hearing on the petition
in the following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:
THE ALMANAC
Date: August 23, 2018
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(ALM Sept. 12, 19, 26; Oct. 3, 2018)
SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER: 34-2015-00181475
(Numero del Caso):
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
LAUREN SPEARS,
Additional Parties Attachment form is
attached
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDADO EL
DEMANDATE):
BRIAN SPEARS
NOTICE! You have been sued. The court
may decide against you without your
being heard unless you respond within
30 days. Read the Information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this
summons and legal papers are served
on you to file a written response at this
court and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not
protect you. Your written response must
be in proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court forms
and more information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county
law library, or the courthouse nearest
you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask
the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If
you do not file your response on time,
you may lose the case by default, and
your wages, money, and property may
be taken without further warning from

THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM
the court.
There are other legal requirements.
You may want to call an attorney right
away. If you do not know an attorney,
you may want to call an attorney referral
service. If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may be eligible for free legal
services from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal Services
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
or by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE: The court
has a statutory lien for waived fees and
cost on any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a civil case.
The court’s lien must be paid before the
court will dismiss the case.
AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no
responde dentro de 30 dias, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin escuchar
su version. Lea la information a
continuacion.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues
de que le entreguen esta citacion y
papeles legales para presentar una
respuesta por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una copia al
demandante. Una carta o una llamada
telefonica no lo protegen. Su respuesta
por escrito tiene que estar en formato
legal correcto si desea que procesen su
caso en la corte. Es posible que haya
un formulario que usted pueda usar
para su respuesta. Puede encontrar
estos formularios de la corte y mas
informacion en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su
condado o en la corte que le quede
mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentacion, pida al secretario
de la corte que le de un formulario
de exencion de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede
perder el caso por incumplimiento y la
corte le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y
bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abogado
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un

abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de
remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar
a un abogado, es posible que cumpla
con los requisitos para obtener servicios
legales gratuitos de un programa de
servicios legales sin fines de lucro.
Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines
de lucro en el sitio web de California
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.
ca.gov) o poniendose en contacto con la
corte o el colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene derecho a
reclamar las cuotas y los costos exentos
por imponer un gravamen sobre
cualquier recuperacion de $10,000 o
mas de valor recibida mediante un
acuerdo o una concesion de arbitraje
en un caso de derecho civil, Tiene que
pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el caso.
The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):
SACRAMENTO COUNTY SUPERIOR
COURT
720 9TH STREET,
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
Case Number: 34-2015-00181475
(Numero del Caso):
The name, address and telephone
number of plaintiff’s attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is:
(El nombre, la direccion y el numero de
telefono del abogado del demandante,
o del demandante que no tiene
abogado, es):
Brian Spears
P.O. Box 409099
Ione, CA 05640
DATE: Mar 28, 2017
(Fecha):
Clerk, by C. CULLEN-SANDOVAL, Deputy
(Secretario) (Adjunto)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You
are served
(ALM Sept. 26; Oct. 3, 10, 17, 2018)

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY
OF SAN MATEO
Case No.: 18CIV04871
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: CHAN MYE KYAW filed a
petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
CHAN MYE KYAW to JACKSON KYAW
CHAN.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes
the reasons for the objection at least
two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed, the
court may grant the petition without
a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: November 1, 2018,
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court
of California, County of San Mateo,
located at 400 County Center, Redwood
City, CA 94063.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior to
the date set for hearing on the petition
in the following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:
THE ALMANAC
Date: September 18, 2018
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(ALM Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 2018)
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COLDWELL BANKER

Portola Valley | 4/3.5 | $2,795,000
139 Crescent Ave
Expansive home on large lot in Corte Madera neighborhood
with lovely views. Stanford, Sand Hill Road, and major
commute routes are just minutes away.
Ginny Kavanaugh / John Kavanaugh
650.400.8076 / 415.377.2924
KavanaughGroup.com
CalRE #00884747 / 02058127

Atherton | 5/5.5 | Price Upon Request
Sunday 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM 37 DeBell Drive
Off-MLS Built in 2009 on the edge of Lindenwood: lovely gardens, guest house,
pool and more.

WELCOME

Karin Riley 650.465.6210
karin.riley@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01725481

Coldwell Banker Palo Alto Welcomes...

Haley Scott

Naseem Faria

Haley Scott has been involved in the real estate
community for many years and is certain with her new
career as an agent, she will be able to represent the
Coldwell Banker Palo Alto team, and her clients, with
the utmost courtesy, vision, and enthusiasm.

Naseem Faria brings 10 years of Real Estate experience to
Coldwell Banker Palo Alto. She is extremely excited to join
the team and continue to serve her clients with exceptional
service and expertise, now with the power and backing of
Coldwell Banker’s brand and market share.

C. (408) 460-2071
O. (650) 325-6161

C. (408) 338-9932
O. (650) 325-6161

haley.scott@cbnorcal.com
CalRE# 02060202

naseem.faria@cbnorcal.com
CalRE# 01809674

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
630 Ramona Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
630 Ramona Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94301

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
Californiahome.me

cbcalifornia

cb_california

cbcalifornia

coldwellbanker

Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the
Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
ResidentialBrokeragefullysupportstheprinciplesoftheFairHousingActandtheEqualOpportunityAct.OwnedbyasubsidiaryofNRTLLC.ColdwellBankerandtheColdwellBankerLogoareregisteredservicemarksownedbyColdwellBankerRealEstateLLC. CalRE##01908304
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