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Council studies options to
address rising pension costs
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M

enlo Park has an estimated $54.5 million
in unfunded pension
liability for city employees,
including public safety staff, and
must pay $5.1 million this fiscal
year in pension costs, which are
expected to rise in the years to
come.
On Nov. 13, the Menlo Park
City Council discussed, without
taking action, a range of options
to keep the city financially
healthy while facing the uncertainty created by changing policies within the California Public
Employees Retirement System,
or CalPERS.

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Breathe at your own risk
The smoky air that has plagued Peninsula residents and commuters in recent days has many people reaching
for masks to filter out harmful particulate matter carried on the air from the Camp Fire in Butte County.
Photographer Magali Gauthier caught this scene at the Menlo Park Caltrain station last Friday as people
waited for the southbound 4:22 train to arrive.

Former Menlo Park mayor
Dee Tolles dies at 79
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F

ormer Menlo Park mayor
Raymond “Dee” Tolles
died Nov. 12, at age 79,
leaving behind a legacy of civic
involvement as remembered by
a number of Menlo Park’s leaders
over the years.
Dee Tolles was born in Berkeley on Feb. 25, 1939, to parents
Raymond and Nell. He grew up
in Lafayette, where he attended
Acalanes High School, followed
by University of California at
Berkeley and San Francisco
State University.
In 1960, he began a banking
career in Dallas and met Laura
Lou Goyne, whom he later married. He came back to California
in 1968 to work at Union Bank,
where he stayed until he retired
in 2009 as senior vice president.
A civic legacy

Although Tolles served only
one term on the City Council,
from 1992 to 1996, he left a
legacy of graciousness in governance, according to those who
knew him politically. He served
as mayor from December 1994
to December 1995, according

to the Menlo Park Historical
Association.
Fellow council member Steve
Schmidt said that his interactions with Tolles were always
cordial.
“He was a fellow that kind of
rose above policy disagreements
and was willing to work across
the old kind of partisan lines
that existed in Menlo Park in the
‘90s,” Schmidt said.
He recalled a particularly fierce
debate in the city when development was planned at University
Circle in East Palo Alto, and Tolles
voted against the “Libertarian”leaning political side in favor of
adding speed bumps and trafficcalming measures in the Willows
neighborhood.
“He went against his political
support to do what he thought
was right,” Schmidt said. “In
that respect, he was independent
of labels or voting blocs.”
Several people The Almanac
contacted recalled that Tolles
was remarkably cordial, even
while holding strong opinions.
“He wanted responsive and
responsible government that
lived within its means,” said
Menlo Park resident Hank Lawrence. “He was assiduous in his

Photo by Brielle Johnck

Dee Tolles was remembered
fondly for his civility and
collaborative spirit.

work ethic and wanted to serve
the residents of Menlo Park to
the best of his abilities. Everyone
who met with him were better
people for having known him.”
Tolles was a mentor to some of
the council members who came
after him, Lawrence said.
Former council member John
Boyle said that Tolles first
contacted him after he heard
that Boyle was considering a
2006 council run, and offered
to sit down and talk about his
experiences.
Boyle recalled, “I remember
specifically his wise words of
wisdom: ‘Whatever you do, or
consider doing, during your
campaign or when in office ...
See DEE TOLLES, page 7

Cost increases ahead

CalPERS has made a number
of policy changes in the last
several years that are increasing
pension costs for cities across the
state, Doug Pryor, vice president
of Bartel Associates, explained
to the council. He emphasized
that Menlo Park is not alone in
facing these challenges.
“I don’t know if it’s good or
bad news, but you’re not that
different from what most agencies are facing,” Pryor told the
council. “The good news is, you
have company. The bad news is
the whole state has this problem
that they’re dealing with.”
According to Dan Jacobson,
the city’s finance and budget
manager, some factors that have
a major impact on CalPERS’
costs to cities are outside of the
city’s control, like the retirement
system’s investment strategy,
what the market returns are each
year, what benefits are paid to
current and future retirees, and
certain actuarial assumptions
the retirement system makes.
Over the last decade, the
retirement system has generally
earned returns that are lower
than predicted, Pryor said.
When the agency’s assumptions
are wrong, the burden falls on
cities to pay for the difference,
which is considered an “unfunded pension liability.” To increase
the accuracy of its projections,
the CalPERS board in December
2016 voted to reduce its assumed
rate of return from 7.5 percent to
7 percent in phases by the 202425 fiscal year.
Further reductions in that
assumed rate of return may
lie ahead. Pryor reported it is

likely that the system will lower
the assumed rate of return to 6
percent over the next 20 years or
so. The retirement system is also
requiring cities to pay off their
unfunded liabilities within 30
years.
CalPERS is taking steps to
decrease the risk in its investments with a “risk mitigation”
plan.
Menlo Park has taken some
proactive steps to limit its pension liabilities and costs. It has a
practice of dedicating 25 percent
of its general fund surpluses
toward a “strategic pension
reserve,” which now has about
$4.6 million in it. To further
reduce costs, the city maintains
a cost-sharing program to split
the pension costs with employees, and offers multiple tiers for
pension benefits, meaning it can
reduce pension costs for employees who transfer to the city from
other agencies.
Options?

Among the city’s options are to
make supplemental payments to
CalPERS, create what’s called a
“Section 115” trust dedicated to
paying pension costs, develop a
plan for the city’s existing strategic pension reserve, or consider a
pension obligation bond.
One consideration that may
deter Menlo Park from acting
independently from other cities, Mayor Peter Ohtaki said,
is that offering less generous
pension benefits puts the city at
a disadvantage when it comes to
hiring staff. He said he’d prefer
to see the city pursue legislative advocacy with other cities,
which would level the “playing
field” across cities. He said he
does not favor the notion of an
obligation bond to fund pension
costs, which Redwood City had
considered. He added that he
wants to look at the question of
how to address the city’s pension needs as part of the city’s
overall budget.
The city’s latest budget update,
also released Nov. 13, was promising: Assistant City Manager
Nick Pegueros reported that the
city has $5.18 million in net revenue in the general fund from
the 2017-18 fiscal year. However, Ohtaki noted, there are a
number of other capital projects
on the horizon that are likely
to require major city funding
See PENSIONS, page 8
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Former Menlo residents lose home
Fundraising campaign underway to help
Shelsta family after Camp Fire loss
By Julia Brown
Almanac Assistant Editor

A

GoFundMe page has
been started to help a
longtime Menlo Park
family who lost their home as a
result of the Camp Fire in Butte
County.
Stan Shelsta and his late wife
Karen moved to Menlo Park
in 1973 and raised three children — Dan, now 38, Jan, 36,
and John, 33 — in a home near
Flood Park. Shelsta grew up in
Redwood City and was part of
the first full class that graduated
from Woodside High School in
1962.
Shelsta, 74, sold his Menlo
Park home and moved with his
son Dan to a home in Paradise
in 2015. “My older brother has
a cabin up near here, so I’d been
through Paradise many times
and I thought, ‘This is a nice
place to live,’” Shelsta said in an
interview on Nov. 16.
He and Dan were home when
the Camp Fire ignited on Nov. 8.
Dan, who is a ham radio operator, was monitoring local radio

channels that morning and
heard about the fire soon after
it started.
“He got called out to Oroville to help out at evacuation
places,” Shelsta said. “I watched
the smoke and it was blowing
from west to east and the fire
was in the east. I thought ‘OK,
(the wind) will push the fire
away from me,’ but the fire
turned around and came rushing toward my house.”
Shelsta left his home quickly,
grabbing only a few flashlights,
plastic gas cans and important
papers. He drove to his brother’s
house in Yuba City while Dan
stayed in Oroville to help out
at an evacuation center. Dan
worked as a ham radio operator
at the center until Nov. 14, when
he joined his father in Yuba City.
Shelsta learned last week that
he lost his home in the fire.
“Dan’s truck was parked on a
cement pad and as far as we
can tell from pictures it did not
burn,” Shelsta said. “But everything else did.”
“I had no idea it would be that
destructive,” he said.

Reasons to be grateful
Almanac contributor and Red Cross
volunteer Barbara Wood headed to
Butte County with other volunteers
to assist fire survivors. Read her
reflections on Page 20.

Shelsta’s house is one of
more than 15,000 structures
destroyed in the fire so far, most
of which are homes, according
to a Nov. 19 update from Cal
Fire. There have been 77 confirmed deaths and about 1,000
people are unaccounted for, the
Butte County Sheriff’s Office
reported Sunday.
Shelsta and his son plan to stay
in Yuba City and buy a mobile
home while they decide whether
to rebuild in Paradise.
“We’re going to look at our
options once we can get in
there (to the property),” he said.
“We like it very much up in
Paradise.”
“We’re thankful,” he added.
“People say I’ve lost everything,
and I say, ‘No, we’re still alive,’
and that’s the way we look at it.”
The GoFundMe, which can be
found at gofundme.com/campfire-relief-shelsta-support, had
raised $8,200 as of the morning
of Nov. 19. A

DEE TOLLES
continued from page 5

don’t ever neglect your moral
compass. ... Would you be proud
to explain to your spouse or kids
or even parents what you said or
did?’
“I reflected on those words
often during my campaign and
time in office. He inspired me
as a role model, and one of my
greatest hopes is that I’m able to
‘pay it forward’ a bit as he did.”
Former mayor Lee Duboc
wrote in an email: “Dee was a
true gentleman. He always had
kind and wise things to say.”
Mickie Winkler, another former mayor, described Tolles as
approachable, smart, honest,
compassionate and a “model
citizen politician.”
Even after his term on the
council, he stayed involved in
local politics.
In 2001, he co-chaired a
committee of supporters of
Measure T with former mayor
Gail Slocum, which succeeded
in passing a $38 million bond
measure to improve the city’s
aging recreational facilities.
Community involvement

His resume of civic engagement is a long one. Tolles served
as president of the Menlo Circus
Club board, a captain of the

Mounted Patrol of San Mateo
County, a chairman of the Patrol
Foundation, and director of
the National Center for Equine
Facilitated Therapy of Woodside.
He also served on the boards of
Notre Dame de Namur University in Belmont, Children’s Health
Council of Palo Alto, Sequoia
Hospital Foundation, and Peninsula Center for the Blind.
He was chairman of the 40th
annual Palo Alto Concours
d’Elegance, a trustee and treasurer for the San Mateo County
Historical Museum, a member
of the Bohemian Club, and
a member of Peninsula Bible
Church and Menlo Church.
Tolles loved his horse, Mr.
Shot, and Ruby, his Labrador
retriever, according to his son
Par. He also enjoyed abalone
diving in Mendocino, piloting,
playing dominoes, long talks
and visiting the Big Hole River
in Montana.
Tolles and his wife of 55 years,
Laura Lou, moved to Reno in
September 2017. He is survived
by Laura Lou; his son Par (Jill)
and their daughters Riley and
Mia; and his daughter Tori
(Tom) and their children Danica
and Peyton.
In lieu of flowers, the family
asks that donations be made to
any of the charitable organizations that Dee served. A
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Bike lanes on Oak Grove Avenue to stay, council decides
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A

little over a year ago, temporary bike lanes were
installed on segments
of Oak Grove Avenue, Crane
Street and University Drive as
part of a pilot project to see if
they would improve safety for
east-to-west cycling through
downtown Menlo Park and draw
more cyclists out of cars and off
of other car-heavy roads.
A year-long study was conducted to evaluate the effect of
the program, and the verdict: T
he temporary bike lanes have,
in fact, achieved those goals.
According to Hugh Louch of
Alta Planning + Design, the
firm that conducted an evaluation of the project, the number
of cyclists increased during
peak travel periods, specifically
at three out of four intersections
along the route, according to
a staff report. The number of
cyclists increased 15 percent at
the intersection of Oak Grove
and Crane Street, 10 percent
at Oak Grove and El Camino
Real, and 9 percent at University Drive and Live Oak Drive,
and decreased 4 percent at Oak
Grove and Laurel Street.
At its Nov. 13 meeting, the
Menlo Park City Council voted
4-0, with Vice Mayor Ray Mueller recused, to make the bike
lanes permanent along Oak
Grove Avenue and Crane Street.
The council also designated an
additional $50,000 beyond the
$110,000 in order to look into
extending the bike lanes on Oak
Grove between Crane Street and
University Drive and addressing
a loading zone problem for some
residents on Pine Street.

Mueller recused himself
because the company he works
for may move office locations to
Oak Grove Avenue.
The council directed staff to
look into a curb-cut loading
zone on Oak Grove Avenue or
a designated loading zone on
Pine Street to accommodate
the residents of 1150-1160 Pine
St.; a number of those residents
said they have been negatively
impacted by the new bike lanes
on Oak Grove, which leaves
them unable to park in front of
their apartments on weekdays.
The council’s discussion inevitably led back to one of the key
objections raised when the pilot
project began: that bike lanes
require the elimination of onstreet parking.
This particular set of bike lanes
involved the loss of 168 street
parking spaces: 25 on Oak Grove
Avenue near downtown, 78 on
Oak Grove east of El Camino
Real, and 70 on University Drive.
Louch reported that, as studied, there was still ample downtown parking availability, even
at peak times, despite the street
parking spaces lost because of
the bike lanes. According to the
staff report, street parking use
increased to an average of 46
percent from 41 percent during
the trial period, and a maximum
of 67 percent, from 62 percent,
during peak periods.
A number of residents of the
apartments at 1150-1160 Oak
Grove Ave. told the council that
the restricted parking access has
had a tangible negative impact on
how they go about their daily lives.
Marie Moran said that, as a
senior resident, she has serious
concerns about being able to
easily get in and out of her home

Map courtesy city of Menlo Park.

A map of a bike route on Oak Grove Avenue, Crane Street and University Drive that was studied
during a one-year pilot program. The City Council on Nov. 13 voted to make the bike lanes permanent.

in the future if her mobility deteriorates or if she can no longer
drive. It will be more challenging to meet her needs through
ride-share and delivery services
if vehicles are not permitted to
stop temporarily on Oak Grove
Avenue, she explained.
Bette Bohler told the council
that residents are “all for bikes,
but give people a chance in the
middle of the day to get in and
out, or get their friends in and
out. It means a lot.”
Beyond the complaints from
residents of that particular
apartment building, however,
most people surveyed supported
the bike lanes, according to staff.
Eighty percent of residents and

New Facebook bus stop approved
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

F

acebook employees have a
long list of transportation
programs and incentives
available to help them get to
work, but the most popular alternative to driving solo
is commuting via companysponsored bus. However, one
of Facebook’s bus stops is causing major traffic problems for
residents of Menlo Park’s Belle
Haven neighborhood because
it funnels buses onto Chilco
Street — a key artery for
residents, as it is one of only a
handful of streets by which residents can access their neighborhood, and the only one that
does not require traversing
Willow Road.
In a step intended to ease

neighborhood traffic problems
caused by the buses’ traffic
patterns, improve traffic flow
at Facebook headquarters and
boost pedestrian and cyclist
safety, the Menlo Park City
Council voted 4-0 on Nov. 13,
with Catherine Carlton absent,
to approve a new bus stop and
bus circulation configuration
proposed by Facebook at 180 to
200 and 220 Jefferson Drive.
Those properties are owned
by Bohannon Companies and
leased by Facebook.
Each day, there are about
568 scheduled bus pickups and
drop-offs and 1,170 scheduled
tram trips to and from the
current bus stop, according
to a traffic analysis by Fehr &
Peers, a transportation consulting firm. Some bus drivers turn
left from Jefferson Drive onto

8QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQNovember 21, 2018

Chilco Street to get onto Bayfront Expressway, which causes
delays for locals.
The new bus stop configuration will direct buses to exit
the stop onto Jefferson Drive.
Buses can then either circle
back to Constitution Drive
or continue farther north to
Chrysler Drive.
The new bus stop will have
room for 10 buses, a dramatic
increase from the current threebus capacity, and will include a
shade structure for people waiting for the buses and two new
shacks for guards. The project
will also remove 104 parking
spaces and 14 heritage trees.
The company plans to plant 29
replacement trees.
Facebook also provides free
Caltrain passes, tickets for
transbay shuttles, a bike-share

76 percent of all respondents of
756 people who took a public
survey favored the bike lanes
becoming permanent.
The City Council also received
about 30 emails in support of
making them permanent.
Many emails came from parents who said the lanes made
them feel better about letting
their kids bike to school and
around town.
“As a mother whose son was
‘doored’ and fractured his collar bone last fall while riding
his bike to school, I implore you
to keep (and add!) more biking
safety measures for our children.
They need to be safe and with
today’s growing traffic issues and

concerns, we need to do everything we can to protect them
and the rest of our community,”
Menlo Park parent Linda Knoll
wrote in an email to the council.
Twelve-year-olds Adie and
Rowan Pecson, Hillview students, both wrote that they support the bike lanes. “Since the
trial bike lane on Oak Grove
avenue was first put into place,
I have felt a lot safer biking
down the road to get home,”
Rowan wrote. “It makes me feel
a lot safer to have a buffer
between the cars and me,” Adie
wrote. A
See an expanded version
of this story at tinyurl.com/
MP-bikelanes.

program, a ferry service, a
van pool program, free annual
Zipcar memberships, and free
emergency rides home, among
its array of company-sponsored
transportation offerings.
It’s in Facebook’s interest to
keep employees from driving
solo to work. The company has
a mandatory “trip cap” — a
maximum number of vehicle
trips that are permitted in and
out of Facebook each day —
and will incur significant fines
if it exceeds the cap. The fines

start at $50 per trip per day and
can rise to $200 per trip per
day if the cap is consistently
surpassed.
The company now has a total
of 33,606 employees worldwide,
up 45 percent from a year ago,
according to its third quarter
earnings report. It’s not clear
how many now work in Menlo
Park, but the Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce reported in its
2018-19 community guide that
there are 9,350 Facebook
employees in this city. A

PENSIONS

to come up with recommendations for how to address the
unfunded liability problem, and
how to spend the city’s dedicated
strategic pension reserve.
In the meantime, the city
should continue to put funding
into the strategic pension
reserve as it has in the past,
Ohtaki said. A

continued from page 5

moving forward, like the bike
and pedestrian Caltrain crossing at Middle Avenue or the
Belle Haven Library upgrade.
Ultimately, the council directed staff to work with the city’s
Finance and Audit Committee

HOLIDAY
TREE LIGHTING
Creating a sense
of community
Friday, November 30, 2018
5:30 - 7:00 pm
Fremont Park
Santa Cruz Avenue at University Drive
Join us for this treasured community event
to ring in the holiday season!

JOIN US FOR
• Tree lighting ceremony with the mayor
• Visit from Santa
• Festive holiday music
• Holiday entertainment
• Ice Queen and King
FOR MORE INFORMATION
• menlopark.org/treelighting
• facebook.com/menloparkevents
• 650-330-2220

Event Partner:
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School district acts to mitigate impacts of development
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he Sequoia Union High
School District Board of
Trustees unanimously
approved a resolution on the
need to mitigate the impacts of
new developments on its schools
at its Nov. 14 meeting.
Trustees approved the resolution 4-0, with trustee Allen
Weiner absent. The resolution commits the district to
working with cities and developers to lessen the impact
of these developments and
“ensure the preservation of

future high-quality education.”
Officials have expressed concern about several pending and
proposed large-scale private
developments within the district’s boundaries, both commercial and residential, that
could significantly increase
enrollment. One, Facebook’s
“Willow Village,” includes a
proposed 1,500 housing units.
The resolution doesn’t single out Facebook, and district
spokesperson Rolando Bonilla
noted that there are a “number
of projects currently in the
pipeline.” This is the district’s
opportunity to make clear that

the needs of students and parents are always at the forefront,
he said.
Facebook’s planned Willow Village development in Menlo Park
is by far the largest proposed
project within the district’s
boundaries. The company plans
to build 3.45 million square feet
of office, retail and residential
space on a 59-acre site bounded
roughly by Mid-Peninsula High
School to the west, Willow Road
to the north, the Dumbarton
rail corridor to the east, and the
UPS Center and Pacific Biosciences office (on O’Brien Drive
and Adams Court) to the south.

Earlier in the meeting, the
school board reviewed districtwide enrollment for the school
year. Enrique Navas, the district’s assistant superintendent
of administrative services, said
that the district is studying
how developments will impact
enrollment and that he hopes
to provide a report “very soon.”
New developments are not likely
to impact district enrollment for
another 10 to 15 years, he said.
The district should try to work
with the seven cities within its
district boundaries to get accurate enrollment projections, said
trustee Alan Sarver. Cities like

Belmont now have “very strong”
databases of demographic projections based on their general
plans, he said.
Cities and others need to plan
very judiciously for growth,
Superintendent Mary Streshly
said. Enrollment is likely to
dip for five years, potentially
significantly, down to around
8,000 students, she said. It will
then start to climb in another
five to 10 years, she said. Current district enrollment — not
including charter schools — is
9,279.
“Once it climbs, I think it will
hit us all at once,” she said. A

Taylor, Combs, Nash likely Menlo Park council race winners
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he latest round of election results, released on
4:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov.
16, show that Cecilia Taylor,
Drew Combs and Betsy Nash
remain the top vote recipients
in their races for the Menlo

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Wishing you
a lovely season
of THANKSGIVING.
May you find
time to enjoy
life’s blessings
& the beauty of
each moment"

650.245.1845

Park City Council seats for districts 1, 2 and 4,
respectively.
Taylor dominates District 1
with 560 votes
(74.9 percent); Cecilia Taylor
George Yang
has 123 votes (16.4 percent)
and Mike Dunn has 65 votes
(8.7 percent). Those results
show the counted ballots of 821
of the district’s 2,659 registered
voters, or about 30.9 percent.
It’s not known how many more
district ballots remain to be
counted.
In District 2, Combs has 1,076
votes (61.8 percent); incumbent
Kirsten Keith has 664 votes (38.2
percent). These figures include
1,863 ballots counted out of
3,952, or 47.1 percent of the registered voters in the district.

No Place
Like Home
for the
Holidays
Who says you have to leave your home just
because you’ve gotten older? Avenidas Village
can help you stay in the home you love.
JOIN US for a FREE Avenidas Village Coffee
Chat on December 13 at 10 AM. RSVP today!

Village

Your life, your way, in your home

(650) 289-5405

W W W.AVENIDA S.ORG
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Nash
has
1,096 votes (54.9
percent) in the
District 4 race.
Incumbent Peter
Ohtaki has 582
votes (29.2 percent) and Ron Drew Combs
Shepherd has
317 votes (15.9 percent). Those
votes add up to 2,155, or 49 percent of District 4’s total number
of registered voters.
The next round of election
results is scheduled for release
late Monday afternoon, Nov. 19,
after The Almanac’s press time.
Go to AlmanacNews.com for
the latest count.
According to Jim Irizarry,
assistant chief elections officer
for San Mateo County, out of the

total of 289,169
ballots
cast
in San Mateo
County for the
general election
this year, there
are an estimated
107,249 ballots
Betsy Nash
still
unprocessed, or about 37.1 percent, as
of the evening of Friday, Nov. 16.
The unprocessed ballots include
all provisional, conditional and
challenged ballots, he noted.
He expects voter turnout will
be unprecedentedly high, with
greater than 70 percent turnout
predicted. However, the mailin system that has made the
process more convenient for
voters has also left the county
Elections Office struggling to

process in a timely fashion the
reams of purple envelopes it has
received.
The election night results
included only mail-in ballots
that had been received by Election Day and ballots of those
who voted early. Votes from
people who submitted their
ballots on Election Day, or
whose mail-in ballots hadn’t
yet been delivered, are still
being counted, according to an
Elections Office spokeswoman.
Looking at previous voter
turnout in these districts, at the
last midterm election in 2014,
618 voters cast ballots in what is
now District 1; 2,326 voters in
District 2; and 2,566 voters in
District 4, according to city
statistics. A

  Q P O LI C E C A LL S
These reports are from the Menlo
Park and Atherton police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Office. Under the law, people charged
with offenses are considered innocent
unless convicted. Police received the
reports on the dates shown.

Q A locked bicycle was stolen from the

MENLO PARK
Residential burglaries:
Q A resident of the 300 block of Willow
Road told police that four strangers — a
woman in her 40s, a 13- or 14-yearold boy and two other males whose
ages were not specified — entered the
resident’s home without permission
after knocking on a door. They told the
resident they “needed a place to stay”;
the resident said they could not stay
there, and they left via the front door. The
resident later discovered that they had
stolen his wallet, in which there had been
about $100 in cash as well as his driver’s
license, credit and debit cards and Social
Security card. Nov. 6.

Q Someone stole a box of meat, a pack-

Q Someone entered a home on Oliver
Court through an unlocked window
and stole three firearms, jewelry and
a GoPro camera. Estimated losses:
$4,500. Nov. 9.
Thefts:
Q Thieves stole bicycles — three locked,
including an electric bike, and two
unlocked — from residences on Glenwood Avenue, Hamilton Avenue, Sharon
Park Drive, Oak Grove Avenue and Elder
Avenue. Estimated losses: $2,000, $849,
$620, $420 and $300. Nov. 6 and 8.

QSomeone stole an unlocked folding
bicycle sitting in front of the Jack in the
Box restaurant at 1401 Willow Road. Estimated loss: $1,800. Nov. 5.

backyard of a home on Hamilton Avenue.
Estimated loss: $1,300. Nov. 6.

Q At Facebook headquarters, a thief

stole a smartphone from a box bound for
New York. Estimated loss: $750. Nov. 6.
age of shoes and a backpack containing
headphones from the front porch of a
home on Claremont Way. Estimated
losses: $700. Nov. 8.

Q A thief broke the lock on a storage

unit at an apartment on Garwood Way
and stole two boxes containing dresses,
sweaters and propane tanks for a grill.
Estimated loss: $150. Nov. 5.
Fraud: A resident of Florida, under the
impression that he had won $500,000
in a Facebook-sanctioned contest, sent
$880 in gift cards to an agent supposedly living in Menlo Park to pay taxes on
the winnings. The Florida resident later
learned that he had not actually won
anything, but after six months, he sent
the agent another $400 to rent a room in
Menlo Park. The exchanges were based
on a fraud, police said. Nov. 4.
Hit-and-run with injury: A cyclist heading south on University Drive turned west
at Middle Avenue and collided with a
vehicle while in the road shoulder. The
cyclist told police that she didn’t know
the make of the vehicle or where she
struck it. The driver fled without providing any information. There were no witnesses. The cyclist called a ride service
and took herself to the hospital for nonlife-threatening injuries. Nov. 8.

WOODSIDE
Auto burglaries:

Q Someone smashed a rear window
on a vehicle parked in the 3000 block of
Woodside Road and stole “two bags”
from inside. Estimated loss: $400. Nov. 6.
Q The owner of a vehicle that had been
parked in the 2900 block of Woodside
Road flagged down a deputy to report
that someone had smashed a rear
window on the vehicle and lowered the
rear seat, apparently in an attempt to
gain access to the trunk. Nothing taken.
Nov. 6.
WEST MENLO PARK
A burglar entered a home in the 2000
block of Valparaiso Avenue through an
unlocked garage, ransacked the house
and stole a wallet containing cash and
a debit card. No estimate on losses.
Nov. 10.
ATHERTON
Auto burglary: Someone smashed a
driver’s side window of a vehicle parked
at Sacred Heart Preparatory School at
150 Valparaiso Ave. and stole a laptop
computer. Estimated loss: $1,000. Nov.
3.
Theft: A thief stole an unlocked, blue and
white, single-speed bicycle from a bike
cage area at Menlo-Atherton High School
at 555 Middlefield Road. Estimated loss:
$500. Nov. 9.
Assault: A man serving a subpoena
to a resident of Toyon Road told police
that the resident pushed him twice in
the chest as he was trying to serve it.
The server was not injured. The case is
suspended because there were no witnesses and no leads. Nov. 5.

N E W S

Leads hold in election
for seats on fire board
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he three candidates who
have held lead positions
in the Menlo Park Fire
Protection District race since
election night continue to do
so with the county’s latest vote
count update on Friday, Nov. 16.
Results released by the county
Elections Office at 4:30 p.m.
Friday show the lead still held by
incumbent Robert Jones followed
by Jim McLaughlin and incumbant Chuck Bernstein.
Unofficial counts show Jones
with 11,032 votes (34 percent
and a gain of 4,545 votes),
McLaughlin with 8,595 votes
(26 percent and a gain of 3,569
votes), and Bernstein with 8,347
votes (25 percent and a gain of
3,595 votes). Sean Ballard has
4,748 votes (15 percent and a
gain of 1,886 votes).

Fluet’s lead
grows in
council race
By Dave Boyce

The next vote count was
scheduled to be announced
by the Elections Office at 4:30
p.m. Monday, Nov. 19, after The
Almanac’s press time. Check
AlmanacNews.com for updates.
Unlike in past elections in San
Mateo County in which most
votes were tallied by election
night, the vote counting is not
yet complete.
The delay is due to San Mateo
County being one of five California counties this year to conduct
all-mailed-in-ballot elections.
This new system ensures that
a significant number of ballots
will arrive at the Elections Office
days after the polls close.
According to Jim Irizarry of
the county Elections Office, out
of 289,169 ballots cast in the
county, there were an estimated 107,249 ballots still unprocessed, or about 37.1 percent, as
of the evening of Nov. 16. That
figure includes all provisional,
conditional and challenged ballots, he said.
The fire district provides firstresponder services for emergencies in Menlo Park, East Palo
Alto, Atherton and nearby unincorporated areas. A

Almanac Staff Writer

T

he latest vote count for Ned
Fluet continues to advance
his lead over his opponent,
Frank Rosenblum, in the race
for Woodside’s District 7 Town
Council seat.
The unofficial count from the
San Mateo County Elections
Office as of 4:30 p.m. Friday, Nov.
16, shows Fluet with 797 votes, a
gain of 163 votes from the Nov.
13 count.
This latest tally increases Fluet’s
lead by one percentage point (in
round numbers) to 55 percent of
the vote. Rosenblum has 643 votes
(about 45 percent), a gain of 117.
The election night count gave
Fluet a 52 percent lead.
The next vote count will be
announced by the Elections
Office on Monday, Nov. 19.
The winner in the District 7
race will represent neighborhoods along La Honda and Old
La Honda roads and areas west
of Portola Road.
The Elections Office is slower
than usual in counting votes due
to the use of all-mailed-in ballots,
with ballots coming in on and
after election day.
Jim Irizarry of the county Elections Office said that out of
289,169 ballots cast in the county,
there were an estimated 107,249
ballots still unprocessed, or about
37.1 percent, as of the evening of
Nov. 16. That figure includes all
provisional, conditional and
challenged ballots, he said. A

“There’s no place like home.”

Matched
CareGivers
Providing the best
in home care
for over 25 years.
Matched CareGivers
is nurse owned and
operated. Our trained
caregivers provide personal
care, bathing, dressing,
companionship, exercise
and mobility assistance,
medication reminders, meal
planning and preparation
(including specialized diets),
transportation and errands,
coordination of social
activities, light housekeeping
and laundry.
When someone you care about
needs assistance...

you can count on us to be there.
Call (650) 839-2273
Menlo Park • San Mateo
San Jose
Lic# 414700002

See a Stanford pediatrician at
Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group,
now in Menlo Park

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

MatchedCareGivers.com
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C O V E R

S T O R Y

By Dave Boyce | Photos by Adam Pardee

Packaged bread and fresh produce,
together with a varied menu of hot lunches,
constitute an oasis of free food six days a
week in North Fair Oaks at St. Anthony’s
Padua Dining Room.
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mong San Mateo County resi- Q HOLI DAY F U N D
dents are thousands who are
Donations to The Almanac’s Holiday Fund benefit
financially insecure — nearly
St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room and nine other
57,500 in 2016, including 15,600 children,
nonprofits. To donate, see coupon, Page 16.
according to census figures.
Whether young or old, the financially insecure may also be food insecure. Vargas said. No more salmon piccata or
These hungry people, and anyone else in beef stroganoff or breaded prawns, he
need of a solid meal, can find a hot and said. His menus at Padua include meat
satisfying lunch served six days a week, at loaf, fried chicken, Spanish rice, macano cost, at the Padua dining room at St. roni and cheese, and ropa vieja — black
Anthony’s Church at 3500 Middlefield beans with pork or ham served over rice.
Out in the dining room, people dig
Road in North Fair Oaks.
Doors open at 11 a.m. Monday through in. “It’s good! I like it!” said one regular,
Dennie Marcella, who
Saturday for 300 to 400
is 68.
people, typically. There
Marcella’s lunch pal,
are turkey dinners for
750 to 1,000 people ‘We ask no questions, who did not give his
name, is 67. “Everyon Thanksgiving and
charge no fees
good,” he said.
Christmas days and
and turn no one away’ thing’s
As to why they chose
Easter Sunday.
the Padua dining
St. Anthony’s also
BOB DEHN
room, he noted that
gives free clothing to
“people are friendly,
people in need, and
sleeping bags to the homeless. A nurse sort of like a brotherhood.”
Jesse Montes, a 76-year-old man from
is available on Fridays to give advice and
sometimes make referrals. A flu shot Redwood City, had a similar take, in
clinic is set for Thursday, Dec. 6, from 10 particular on the people serving the food.
“I get smiles from beginning to end,” he
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
“It’s a beautiful system that works, and said of the serving line. “Whoever it is up
it’s been in place forever,” said the organi- there, they always give me a welcome.”
Montes said he likes the fried chicken
zation’s operations manager, Max Torres
of Menlo Park. “We do feed and clothe and the stew. Patting the table gently for
emphasis, he used the word “great” in
the poor.”
complimenting the meat loaf.
“We’re always trying to make (the food)
The dining room, which began in 1974 appealing,” Torres said. “To make it in a
with volunteers preparing hot meals for way that pleases people.”
Meat loaf, which takes five days to prethe elderly, relieves the fear of not having
anything to eat, said volunteer coordina- pare, is a particular favorite, Torres said.
tor and Menlo Park resident Bob Dehn. It starts with three days of thawing the
“People can have food every day of the frozen meat inside a refrigerator, followed
year,” Dehn said. “The community (of by a day of mixing the ingredients and a
patrons) knows that we’re a place that day to bake enough to feed 400 to 500
they can get something to eat if they need people. “The end product is very appealit. ... We ask no questions, charge no fees ing and good,” he said.
and turn no one away.”
The chef at the Padua dining room,
Juventino Vargas, was at one time a sous
The menu for a given day depends on
chef at the Village Pub in Woodside, what is in the refrigerator that morning,
working for then-owner Ralph Oswald. and that depends on the season, Torres
Vargas said he started his career in com- said. If lettuce is selling for $60 a case
mercial kitchens as a dishwasher and instead of $25, the salad that day — and
worked his way up under a chef’s guid- there is a fresh green salad every day —
ance. “After four years (as a dishwasher), may be cole slaw, he said.
he gave me a chance,” Vargas said of his
Fresh produce comes from Sigona’s
manager. “When I got to the Village Pub, Farmers Market in Redwood City,
it was easy for me.”
with whom the dining room has an
The most noticeable difference between account, Dehn said. The account is
working at the Pub and at the Padua din- open to donations on Padua’s behalf,
ing room, where he’s been for decades, he said. Donors can also give cash
is the complexity of food preparation, directly to the dining room.

C O V E R

In the office at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room, volunteer coordinator Bob
Dehn, left, and operations manager Max Torres talk about the realities of providing
300 to 400 hungry people with free, hot and enjoyable meals six days a week.

“We need fresh fruit and vegetables, and
donating to Sigona’s in our name helps us
to achieve that,” Torres said.
If a donor wants to give nonperishable
food, Dehn said, the best choice is food
packaged for institutions, available at
Costco. The dining room has a “needs list”
at paduadiningroom.com.
The dining room used to serve canned
fruit in fruit cups. That practice ended on
the advice of nutritionists from Sequoia
Hospital and the Sequoia Healthcare
District, Torres said. Every morning, six
people devote 45 minutes to preparing
fresh fruit cups for the day.
Salad dressings tend toward vinegar and
oil, and serving sizes of cakes and pastries
are smaller than they used to be, though
patrons can ask for more, Dehn said.
Supermarkets will donate bread and
dairy products if the dining room uses its
own vehicles to go and collect it, Dehn said.
The kitchen does not accept home-cooked

S T O R Y

Juventino Vargas, the longtime chef at the dining room, is a former sous chef at the Village
Pub in Woodside. Instead of salmon piccata and breaded prawns, these days he prepares meat loaf
and Spanish rice.

meals. “Money is much more of a benefit
than people trying to give us more sacks of
potatoes,” Dehn said. It’s cheaper to buy in
bulk, whether it’s 5,000 pounds of meat or
300 pounds of pasta, he said.
The Almanac’s annual Holiday Fund,
with matching donations, “is the best way
to help the dining room,” Dehn added.
“It gives us the ability to do what we need
when we need it.”

to be replaced,” Torres said.
In the food storage building, the shipping containers in which the food is stored
get wet when the roof leaks, and mold can
follow. The building needs a new roof, he
said. “The wear-and-tear and weather are
really taking a toll.”
The county health department inspects
the dining room periodically, and uses
restaurant standards, Dehn said.

A dining room for the down and out
cannot rely on food donations alone. As
with any structure designed to keep out
the wind and the rain, there is maintenance to be done.
The composite linoleum tiles on the
4,000-square-foot dining room floor are
“coming apart” and are being replaced
one-by-one, Torres said.
The building’s heater dates from 1968.
“It’s still working but, God knows, it needs

The dining room can count on the services of some 200 core volunteers, about 30
of whom work on a given day, Dehn said.
Some are regulars. “They might have been
coming for six months or 35 years,” he said.
Students from private high schools
seeking to earn community service
credits are frequent volunteers. “They
get a real sense of what this place is all
about,” Torres said.”Hopefully, they’ll
come back in 20 years.”

Some volunteers today were children
when they ate their first meal at the dining room. They’re giving back, Torres said.
“The cycle gets fulfilled that way,” he said.
“People helping people.”
St. Anthony’s has “a very upbeat, joyful
atmosphere,” said volunteer Rosemary
Enthoven of Atherton.
The volunteers share breakfast, Dehn
said. “We become a closer community. We
break bread together.”
While St. Anthony’s is a church, there
are no requirements for prayer, though
sometimes meditation or a prayer takes
place before opening the dining room
doors to the public, Torres said.
To learn more about St. Anthony’s Padua
dining room, go to paduadiningroom.com. A
On the cover: Fresh vegetables are a
regular feature of the free meals at St.
Anthony’s Padua Dining Room in North
Fair Oaks. Photo by Adam Pardee.

Above left: Dining room guest Dennie Marcella is exuberant about the free meals he enjoys at St. Anthony’s. Above, center: The kitchen at St. Anthony’s, in order to pass
county health inspections, must be as clean and well-organized as a restaurant kitchen. Above, right: Lunchtime at St. Anthony’s is often a community affair, but you can also
find quiet places in the dining room to enjoy your meal.
November 21, 2018QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ15

Boys & Girls Clubs

Give to The Almanac

Holiday Fund
Your gift helps local children
and families in need

C

The organizations below provide
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation
www.siliconvalleycf.org
Rotary Club
of Menlo Park

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

The David and Lucile Packard
Foundation
The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.
All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The Almanac

Name__________________________________________________________
Business Name __________________________________________________

Holiday
Fund
2018

Address ________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

All donors and their gift amounts will be
published in The Almanac unless the boxes below are checked.

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

T I wish to contribute anonymously.
T Please withhold the amount of my
contribution.

Signature ______________________________________________________
I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
OR:

T In honor of:

T In memory of:

T As a gift for:

_____________________________________________________________
(Name of person)

16QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQNovember 21, 2018

Provides emergency food, clothing, household
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to
families in need, regardless of religious preference,
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more
than 2,000 households.
Serves over 5,000 students and their families
each year through comprehensive sexual health
education programs. Students learn to have ongoing
communication with parents and to make informed
decisions that will apply to their lives, now and in the
future.

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula.
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals
annually on their path back to permanent housing and
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help
adults improve reading, writing and English language
skills so they can function more effectively at home,
at work and in the community. Basic English classes,
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St.
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and
clothing assistance.

St. Francis Center

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Health Connected

ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers and foundations contributed $150,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations,
foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the
gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page.

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund

Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City.

Please make checks payable to:
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
02 – The Almanac Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145
The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.
A contribution to this fund allows your
donation to be tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law.

Helps low-income, working families become selfsupporting members of the community by providing
long-term solutions through educational programs for
children and parents, as well as after-school programing
at Siena Youth Centers. St. Francis Center also provides
housing, food and clothing services to address shortterm needs.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San
Mateo County, including children, young people and
families, with counseling, prevention, early intervention,
education, and residential programs. StarVista also
provides crisis intervention and suicide prevention
services including a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an
alcohol and drug helpline, and a parent support hotline.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and
other assistance so they can continue their education,
get higher-paying jobs, and serve as role models and
advocates for their children.

H O L I D A Y

F U N D
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Helping homeless families in our community
By Jeannie Leahy,
director of grants and
contracts at LifeMoves

H

 Q HO L IDAY FU ND
Donations to The Almanac’s Holiday
Fund benefit LifeMoves and nine other
nonprofits.

omelessness is on the
rise in cities across the
nation, partially due to son became very ill with diahigh housing costs, a situation betes, and medical bills began
all too familiar to residents of stacking up.
With nowhere to go, the famthe Bay Area. In Silicon Valley,
the homelessness crisis is par- ily stayed with relatives, and on
ticularly severe, where high rents occasion, in their truck. Finally,
and limited affordable housing Tim called the 2-1-1 hotline as
options contribute significantly well as the Office of Veterans
Affairs, and the family was
to the levels of homelessness.
Like many families, Tim referred to LifeMoves|Haven
Family House in
never
imagMenlo Park.
ined his family
‘LifeMoves helped
Tim and his
would become
family
moved
homeless.
us tremendously
into their own
Tim, a 33-yearfrom day one. ...
two-bedroom
old Army veteran
with a wife and Everyone welcomed apartment at
Haven
Fama 6-year-old son,
struggled with us warmly, and it felt ily House, and
the transition
like a huge weight immediately got
to work on findfrom military to
civilian life when lifted off my chest.’ ing stable housing and new
he returned from
TIM , A FORMERLY
employment. He
a tour in Iraq. He
HOMELESS ARMY VETERAN
worked closely
became addicted
to drugs. Eventually, he became with his case manager, who
suicidal and received treatment is also a military veteran and
for post-traumatic stress disor- could relate to his struggles.
With help and support from
der (PTSD).
After his treatment, things LifeMoves, Tim found a new job,
started to look up: Tim found his family received a Housing
a job, met his wife and they Choice Voucher (Section 8), and
had a son. Then, misfortune they recently moved into their
struck again when Tim lost new home in the East Bay.
“LifeMoves helped us tremenhis job after his company went
out of business. Although his dously from day one,” Tim says.
wife worked, she did not earn “Things immediately started to
enough to keep up with the high turn up for us. Everyone welcomed us warmly, and it felt like
cost of rent.
To make matters worse, their a huge weight lifted off my chest.

The Girls’ Middle School
3400 West Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303
www.girlsms.org

Courtesy LifeMoves

LifeMoves programs for homeless kids have provided summer camp experiences, such as horseback
riding and other outdoor activities, as well as academic support.

I hope I can help people some
day in the way that LifeMoves
helped me.”
LifeMoves’ mission, since
1987, has been to provide interim housing and supportive

services for homeless families
and individuals to help them
rapidly return to stable housing and achieve long-term selfsufficiency. On any given night,
the nonprofit feeds, clothes

and houses approximately 700
people, about one-half of whom
are children.
To learn more about LifeMoves, visit lifemoves.org or call
650-685-5880.

There is always something
to be thankful for!
From all of us
at Care Indeed,
we wish you a
Happy Thanksgiving!

OPEN
HOUSE
Saturday, Dec. 1st
Please RSVP
650.968.8338 x133
admissions@girlsms.org

1 - 4 pm

www.CareIndeed.com
(877) 504-3822
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the art of

giving

Holiday Sale NOW
through
December 24th!

Framed Prints

Create
Your
Holiday at
UArt!

Unique Gifts
Calendars
Photo Frames
Custom Framing
Ready-Made
Frames
Pastels
Cards & Toys
Journals
Sketchbooks
Canvas & Brushes
Oils & Acrylics
Watercolors

UArt Sacramento
2601 J Street
916-443-5721

and more!

Redwood City & Sacramento

UniversityArt.com
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An easy and
affordable way
to advertise in
print and online
for the holidays

Contact your Almanac Sales Rep
to learn how you can reach local markets
with your holiday message.
650-326-8210
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Woodside councilmen-elect who ran unopposed talk about priorities
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he seven-member Woodside Town Council will
have four new members
when the council reconvenes
on Tuesday, Dec. 11. As is tradition, the town clerk will swear
in Brian Dombkowski (District
2), Sean Scott (District 4), Dick
Brown (District 6), and either
Ned Fluet or Frank Rosenblum,
depending on who wins the race
for the District 7 seat (see separate story, Page 11).
Dombkowski will represent
residents who live on Woodside
Road west of Albion Avenue,
and along Kings Mountain and
Tripp roads, now represented by
Deborah Gordon.
Scott will represent residents
along Canada Road, and north
of Arbor Court and Olive Hill
Lane, now represented by Dave
Tanner.
Brown will represent neighborhoods south of Woodside
Road and east of Mountain
Home Road on both sides of
Interstate 280, and parts of town
south of Bardet Road along
Canada Road, now represented
by Anne Kasten.
The winner in the District 7
race will represent neighborhoods along La Honda and Old
La Honda roads and areas west
of Portola Road.
Brown said he was disappointed that he, Scott and
Dombkowski ran unopposed,
in part because it left him out
of the Oct. 4 forum put on by
the League of Women Voters.
Brown said he tried to participate, but was rejected because he
had no opponent. The League’s
decision was wrong, he said,
adding that candidates have an
obligation to inform the community about their positions on
issues.
Dombkowski, commenting
on his uncontested run, said
that while Woodside residents
are not without civic spirit,
being on the council is a big
commitment and few have time
for the job. But, he said, he was
taken aback by not having an
opponent. “Sometimes civic
responsibility isn’t given the
respect that it garners in other
communities,” he said. “Three
out of four of these candidates
are running unopposed. It’s
stunning.”
Scott did not respond to several requests for an interview.
Brown, who is 72, has a bachelor’s degree in political science
from the University of California at Davis and a master’s
degree in business from UC
Berkeley. He described himself
as an entrepreneurial businessman. He is married and moved

to Woodside
in 2011 from
Atherton, where
he had lived
since 1971.
Dombkowski
is 47 and has
bachelor’s and
Brian
master’s degrees Dombkowski
in finance and
investments from the University of Wisconsin at Madison,
he said. He is chief executive of
Sand Hill Global Advisors, and
is married, with two children in
middle school.
He has lived in
Woodside for 13
years.
Among the
issues that concern both men
are traffic conDick Brown
gestion. Brown
would like to
go to every neighborhood to

learn about residents’ concerns
and needs, and explore “every
option.”
Also of concern to both men:
the potential for unfair treatment of property owners whose
lots are labeled nonconforming. The town uses that term to
describe properties of a size or
shape doesn’t conform with the
development standards for their
zoning category.
Nonconforming properties
exist throughout the town, but
nonconformance is a significant issue in the Glens neighborhood. Town Hall planning
staff recently held a community meeting to gather feedback
from Glens residents. Brown
and Dombkowski attended.
“We’re just starting to explore
that whole issue as a town,”
Brown said. Town Hall needs
to be “much more flexible,” he
said. “It’s not fair to (say to)

Lorene Mae Mason (nee Pohl)
July 18, 1926 - October 15, 2018
Lorene Mae Mason, born
in Clovis, CA, passed away
peacefully in her sleep in
Carmel, CA. She was 92 years
old. Lorene, along with her twin
sister Alene and brother Julien
Jr., was raised in Bakersfield, CA,
by her loving parents Julien and
Maude Jensen. Lorene attended
Bakersfield High School and
Bakersfield Junior College. She
earned her teaching degree from
San Jose Teachers’ College and master’s degree during the
course of her career. She taught grammar school for 35 years,
the majority of that was at Las Lomitas Elementary School in
Menlo Park, CA, where she lived most of her life. She married
E.O. “Chuck” Pohl with whom she raised two children, Karyn
and Kirk.
Her second marriage to Paul F. Mason was a story of
true love. Lorene met Paul in her junior college years and
reconnected with him again later in life. They were married
for 32 years.
Lorene had a passion for teaching and learning. She was
always exploring places and things, traveling a world together
with her beloved husband Paul. She enjoyed sports, the
outdoors, birds, and succulents. Her house was never without
a dog and a cat.
Lorene was a member of PEO for 70 years and California
Teachers’ Association. She belonged to the Menlo Park
Presbyterian Church. Throughout her life, she participated
in various professional and charitable organizations. She is
preceded by her mother and father, both of her husbands,
her siblings, her step-daughter Laura, and daughter Karyn.
She is survived by her son Kirk Pohl, daughter-in-law
Margarita, step-daughter Kim Burdick, grandson Josh Barr,
great grandson Nathan, and nieces and nephews. A private
celebration of her life was held by close family and friends on
11/11/18 at her son’s home in Carmel Valley, CA.
Lorene lived a blessed and wonderful life full of love, joy,
and warm friendships.
No longer do I count the days, months, and years. / The wind
in my hair and sunlight on my face I cannot feel / Words of my
songs voices sing not again... / For now time is now eternal /
Light is that of spirit and wind of angels wings / God’s melodies
resound for all to hear... / Blessings forever as one travels there!
PA I D
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somebody who has only a very
limited scope of what he can
do in the first place, ‘The rules
were established ... years ago for
different-sized homes. You’ve
got to live with that.’”
It’s time, Dombkowski said, to
re-evaluate development regulations written in 1999. “You can’t
apply the rules for mainly rural
Woodside to mainly suburban
Woodside,” he said.
“It’s good to hear what folks
are thinking and the challenges that they’re facing,” he
said of the Glens meeting. “I’m
hoping that we can work to get
to a better place than we are
right now.”
Dombkowski said he is very
concerned about wildfires.
“Fire is the number one existential threat to the town,”
he said. “What happened in
Sonoma (in 2017) could happen here.” He said he is hoping

to work more closely with the
Woodside Fire Protection District to lower the risks.
Monoculture?

The new council, unlike its
predecessor, will have no female
members.
Dombkowski said he wished
that weren’t the case. “I run a
firm where there’s a gender balance of 50-50,” he said. “I’m a
huge believer in what each gender can bring to the decisionmaking process. It’s unfortunate. I wish more women were
willing to step up. They’re busy,
too. We’re all busy.”
Brown noted that there are
“plenty of women that are very
involved, very intelligent, very
outspoken on a lot of the (advisory) committees. I don’t know
why they’re not running.”
See WOOSIDE COUNCIL, page 20

George Patterson
George Patterson died at
his home in Palo Alto on
Monday, October 29, 2018. He
was 76 years old.
George,
a
fourth
generation Californian, was
the son of William Donald
Patterson, Jr. and Dorothy
Elizabeth Wilcox. George’s
great-grandfather,
George
Washington Patterson, came
to California from Indiana
in search of gold in 1849 and
shortly thereafter turned to
farming. Today the Patterson house and land, Ardenwood, is
an historic working farm operated by the East Bay Regional
Park District in Fremont. George was also a descendent of
Abner and Lucy Wilcox, missionary teachers, who settled on
the island of Kauai in 1846.
George was active with the Society of California Pioneers
for thirty-two years and served as Vice President, Director,
and Governor. He was a loyal volunteer and ardent supporter
of the Museum of American Heritage in Palo Alto. He was
also a member of the California Historical Radio Society
As his cousin, Bruce Patterson, wrote: “George was one of a
kind. His unbounded inquisitiveness was as fascinating as it
was contagious. The world was his oyster and over the years,
he came it’s pearl. His life was a long journey for answers to
questions and the desire to experience life at its fullest. He had
friends from all over the world whom he loved and they gave
back that love in equal measure. His zest for life took him to
exotic places and, like that oyster’s grain of sand, he took on
layers of experience and wisdom, which slowly grew with the
passage of time making him the unique person we knew and
loved. George was truly an adventurer traveler, historian, a
gentle man and a gentleman.”
Although George was a world traveler, his lifelong residence
was the mid-peninsula, Atherton and later Palo Alto. George
is survived by his brothers, William “Bill” D. Patterson III,
(wife Doris) of Sacramento, Wilcox “Wil” (wife Sandy) Portola
Valley, sisters, Grace Green (husband Gerald), Wilsonville,
Oregon, and Eden Salomon, Redwood City as well as three
nieces and three nephews.
A memorial service will be held at Ardenwood on Sunday
March 10, 2019 at 2pm. In lieu of flowers, please make
donations to the Society of California Pioneers or the Museum
of American Heritage.
PA I D O B I T U A RY
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So many reasons to be grateful
By Barbara Wood
Special to The Almanac

I

miss my husband, I miss my
little dog, I missed celebrating with my youngest child
after she learned she had passed
the California Bar exam last
Friday.
I miss morning walks with
my friends, and I miss my soft
bed with its down comforter
and quilt, and I miss being able
to walk outside and smell the
perfume of one of the roses in

my garden if I find the state
of the world too much for a
moment.
On Thursday I’ll miss Thanksgiving with dozens of friends
and family.
But when I think about why
I’m missing those things, I really
don’t mind at all.
I’m missing them because I
volunteered to be one of the
hundreds of Red Cross volunteers who answered the call
to help comfort, shelter and
care for those who are missing

everything they abandoned 10
days ago when they ran from
their homes in front of heat and
flames, some barefoot and only
partially dressed.
Paradise, an entire community of more than 26,000 people,
is gone. Not just damaged and
repairable, but gone. CalFire
says nearly 10,000 residences
have been destroyed in the
Camp Fire, plus 367 businesses
and workplaces, as of Sunday,
Nov. 18.

There are still 1,200 people on
the missing list, and while the
Red Cross has reunited several
hundred through our Safe and
Well program, many will never
be found.
And the fire is only 60 percent
contained.
Many of those in our shelters
don’t know if their friends or
families made it out.
I’ll gladly miss everything
I know will be waiting for me
when I return home in another
week or so in trade for being able
to reassure someone’s fears, listen to their story, or direct them

to a resource.
I’ve been witness to countless
acts of generosity to a damaged
community working together to
survive an almost unimaginable
tragedy. I’m proud to be part of
an organization that allows me
to participate in this community’s recovery, to do what I can
to ease its pain.
I don’t know where I’ll celebrate Thanksgiving on Thursday, but I do know I’ll be grateful to be there. A
Barbara Wood is a freelance
writer from Woodside and an
American Red Cross volunteer.

Samuel Albert Ingebritsen
October 11, 1931 – October 5, 2018
Sam was born and raised in
Wisconsin and passed away October
5, 2018 at Stanford Hospital, with
loving family around him. He
was the middle of five children in
his family. During high school,
Sam participated in sports, played
trombone in the band, and was
valedictorian of the class of 1949.
He then attended the University
of Wisconsin on an NROTC
scholarship. While there, he played trombone in the university
marching band and in a Dixieland band called the “Riverboat
Rascals.” He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and majored in
accounting and naval science.
On the day after graduation, Sam married Ann Stevens in
their hometown of Lancaster. Within a few days, they were on
their way to Bremerton, Washington, where Sam reported for
naval duty on the U.S.S. Essex. He served as a communications
officer, going on two extended tours of the Far East.
In 1956, Sam and Ann, with their first child in tow, returned
to Madison, Wisconsin, where Sam completed his law degree
in two years and was selected for the Order of the Coif. The
growing family then moved back to the West Coast, where
Sam was a teaching fellow at Stanford Law School. They fell in
love with the Bay Area, bought a house that is still the family
home, and raised four children there.
Sam practiced law for many years, working for a variety
of clients. After retiring from his law and business career, he
enjoyed working part-time for the admissions office at Stanford
Graduate School of Business for another 20 years until 2013.
He was an avid reader of history and biography, retaining and
applying what he had read to prevail in debates or regale his
listeners with entertaining historical anecdotes. Sam continued
to enjoy making music with and for family and friends
throughout his life, as a self-taught pianist and as a member of
the Ladera Community Church choir for over 50 years. Above
all, he loved and was loved by his nine grandchildren and
welcomed them into his life and home, as they came and went
after school, stayed for longer periods as housemates, or shared
their activities via text messages, photos, and videos. Despite
worsening emphysema in the last two years, Sam attended the
high school graduation of his youngest grandchild, danced
at his two eldest grandchildren’s weddings, and was looking
forward to meeting his first great-grandchild in person.
His survivors include Ann, his wife of 65 years; his sister
Betty Schneider; his four children, Steven, Jean, Jim, and
Sarah Ingebritsen; nine grandchildren (one named Samuel);
one great-grandchild (also named Samuel); and many more
extended family members and friends.
A celebration of Sam’s good life will be held at Ladera
Community Church, 3300 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, at 2:00
p.m. on Saturday, December 1st
PA I D
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Photo by Michael de Vulpillieres, American Red Cross

Paradise, California, is gone, burned to the ground in the Camp Fire, which started Nov. 8.

‘She Loves Me’ brings music, romance to PV stage
The Broadway musical “She
Loves Me” is the latest offering
of the Portola Valley Theatre
Conservatory, which opens the
show on Friday, Nov. 30.
Directed by Noelle GM Gibbs,

the show will run Thursday
through Sunday through Dec.
15 on the PVTC stage at Valley
Presbyterian Church, 945 Portola Road in Portola Valley.
An ensemble cast of 20 and

a live orchestra will deliver a
touching love story and such
tunes as “Days Gone By” and
“Twelve Days to Christmas.”
Ticket prices start at $15. Tickets
may be purchased at pvtc-ca.org.
WOODSIDE COUNCIL

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING SPECIAL MEETING DATE
November 28, 2018
6:00 PM
2. Town of Woodside
Town-wide

MCIN2018-0001
Planner: Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

3ODQQLQJ &RPPLVVLRQ ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ RI WKH GHÀQLWLRQ RI %D\
:LQGRZLQ0XQLFLSDO&RGH6HFWLRQDVLWUHODWHVWRÁRRU
area requirements in Municipal Code Section 153.206, and setback
requirements in Municipal Code Section 153.207.
3. Town of Woodside
CUSE2018-0006
(DVWYLHZ :D\ 5LJKWRI:D\ QHDU  (DVWYLHZ :D\

3ODQQHU$OH[%\UG$VVLVWDQW3ODQQHU
5HYLHZ IRU DSSURYDO FRQGLWLRQDO DSSURYDO RU GHQLDO RI DQ
application for a permit to install a new wireless communication
IDFLOLW\RQDQHZXWLOLW\SROHZLWKLQWKHSXEOLFULJKWRIZD\QHDU
(DVWYLHZ:D\
All application materials are available for public review at the
:RRGVLGH 3ODQQLQJ DQG %XLOGLQJ &RXQWHU :RRGVLGH 7RZQ
+DOO ZHHNGD\V IURP  ² $0 DQG  ²  30 RU
E\ DSSRLQWPHQW  )RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ FRQWDFW WKH :RRGVLGH
3ODQQLQJDQG%XLOGLQJ'HSDUWPHQWDW  

continued from page 19

“Do we need a woman’s voice?
Probably,” he added. “I couldn’t
say that. ... It’s hard for me as
a man to say that a woman is
going to bring a totally different perspective to an issue than
I might. Probably would. Does
that make it a better or worse
council? The answer is simply
(that) nobody applied.”
Brown and Dombkowski both
said they were not recruited to
the council.
Dombkowski’s mother-inlaw is Deborah Gordon, whose
council seat he is filling. He said
he did not talk with her about
his candidacy, and Gordon
concurs.
“And I think she wishes I did,”
Dombkowski added. “I had
talked to her over the last couple
of years about it. When the time
came, life was just busy and I
did not give her the courtesy
(due to) time constraint issues,
and I wish I would have.” A

C O M M U N I T Y
Q C A L E N DA R
Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Theater

¶*LUOV.LOO1D]LV· In “Girls Kill Nazis” by James
Kopp, the American Nazi Party has been
elected to the highest office in the US. Nazi
law is now American law. But the women of
the Book Club of Bisbee, Arizona, are fighting back. Through Dec. 2, times vary. $15
preview, $35 opening, discounts for seniors/
students. The Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida
St., Mountain View. thepear.org
¶.·E\3DWULFN0H\HUV “K2” examines
survival, friendship and meaningful existence
against the backdrop of one of the deadliest
places on earth. Through Dec. 1, 8-9:30 p.m.
$15-$35. Dragon Theatre, 2120 Broadway St.,
Redwood City. dragonproductions.net/boxoffice/vbo-test.html
7KHDWUH:RUNV6LOLFRQ9DOOH\3UHVHQWV
¶7XFN(YHUODVWLQJ· TheatreWorks Silicon
Valley will produce a showing of “Tuck Everlasting.” The play tells the story of a young girl
who meets a family who has found immortality
and must decide between returning to her life
or choosing immortality as well. Nov. 28-Dec.
30, times vary. $40-$100. Lucie Stern Center,
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. theatreworks.org

Concert
6WDQIRUG-D]]2UFKHVWUDZLWKVSHFLDO
JXHVW&DUO$OOHQ Michael Galisatus directs
the Stanford Jazz Orchestra’s program, featuring guest artist Carl Allen on drums. Nov. 28,
7:30 p.m. $18-$23. Bing Concert Hall, 327
Lasuen St., Stanford. Search events.stanford.
edu for more info.

Talks & Lectures
%RRN/DXQFK¶-XVW*LYLQJ:K\3KLODQWKURS\,V)DLOLQJ'HPRFUDF\DQG+RZ
,W&DQ'R%HWWHU· This talk with Rob Reich
aims to answer the question, “What attitude
and what policies should democracies have
concerning individuals who give money away
for public purposes?” Nov. 27, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Free. Bechtel Conference Center, Encina Hall,
616 Serra St., Stanford. Search eventbrite.com
for more info.
2QHRQ2QH&DUHHU$GYLVLQJ Jobtrain
hosts a session for residents to drop in and
get one-on-one help from a career advisor.
Nov. 27, 9-10:30 a.m. Free. Jobtrain, 1200
O’Brien Drive, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.
com for more info.

Museums & Exhibits

3XEOLF7RXU0HPRULDO&KXUFK A public tour
will guide visitors through one of the earliest

interdenominational churches in the West. Fridays at 1 p.m. and last Sunday of the month at
11:30 a.m. Free. Memorial Church, 450 Serra
Mall, Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for
more info.
3XEOLF7RXU$XJXVWH5RGLQ This exhibition
celebrates Auguste Rodin’s pursuit to convey
complex emotions, diverse psychological
states and sensuality through the nude. A
century after his death, Rodin continues to
be recognized for making figurative sculpture
modern by redefining the expressive capacity
of the human form. Sundays, 3 p.m.; Wednesdays, 2 p.m.; Saturdays, 11:30 a.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum
Way, Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for
more info.
3XEOLF7RXU&RQWDFW:DUKRO3KRWRJUDSK\:LWKRXW(QG The exhibition brings to
life Warhol’s many interactions with the social
and celebrity elite of his time with portraits of
stars such as Michael Jackson, Liza Minnelli
and Dolly Parton; younger sensations in the art
world such as Keith Haring and Jean-Michel
Basquiat; and political stars, including Nancy
Reagan, Maria Shriver and Arnold Schwarzenegger. Select days through Jan. 6, 2:30
p.m. Free. 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu/events/808/80855
¶9LQWDJH7R\V,W·V&KLOG·V3OD\· The
museum will be showing a variety of antique
toys that belonged to children in the past. This
exhibition will cover the origins of playtime, toy
factories, toy trains, builder toys and more.
This exhibit aims to evoke childhood memories over the decades. Through Feb. 17, times
vary. Free. Museum of American Heritage, 351
Homer Ave., Palo Alto. moah.org
$QGHUVRQ&ROOHFWLRQ3XEOLF7RXU The collection hosts docent-led public tours five times
a week. Ongoing until Dec. 30; Wednesdays
12:30 p.m., Saturdays 12:30 p.m. and 2:30
p.m. and Sundays 12:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Free. Anderson Collection, 314 Lomita Drive,
Stanford. Search events.stanford.edu for more
info.
3RUWROD$UW*DOOHU\\HDUH[KLELWLRQ The
Portola Art Gallery hosts a group exhibition in
November to commemorate its 10-plus years
at Allied Arts Guild. Free, with 10 percent discount on artwork, excluding cards. Portola Art
Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park.

Film
'RFXPHQWDU\¶0\%URRNO\Q·DW3RUWROD
9DOOH\/LEUDU\ “My Brooklyn: unmasking
the takeover of America’s hippest city,” is a
documentary about director Kelly Anderson’s
personal journey, as a Brooklyn gentrifier to
understand the forces reshaping her neighborhood along the lines of race and class.
Made in 2013, 78 minutes, followed by discussion. Nov. 27, 5-6:30 p.m. Free. Portola Valley
Library, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley.

Marketplace
REAL ESTATE

Apartment for Rent
Apartment for Rent
Menlo Park 1 Bedroom.
Near Downtown.
$2000/month unfurnished

650-322-2814

To place an ad
or get a quote,
contact
Nico Navarrete
at 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

REAL ESTATE Ofﬁce Space Available
Office Space Available in
Downtown Menlo Park

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the District Board of the West Bay Sanitary
District will conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday evening, December 12, 2018 at
7:00 p.m. in the Board Conference Room located at 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park.
The purpose of the Public Hearing will be to consider a proposed increase in some
of the customer rates for year 2019 effective January 1, 2019 for the collection of
waste recyclable materials in the West Bay Sanitary District for 2019.
The need for this increase was discussed by the District Board at the October 10,
2018 Board meeting. The staff report for this matter is available at the District Office
located at 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park or online at www.westbaysanitary.org.

WHAT ARE THE NEW RATES:
Approximately fifty-five percent (55%) of residential service containers are a 32
gallon size. The new rate for 2019 for a 32 gallon container would increase from
$44.00 per month to $49.00 per month, a $5.00 per month increase. The new rate
for the 20 gallon container would increase from $35.00 per month to $39.00 per
month, a $4.00 per month increase. 20 gallon containers will be grandfathered to
current users but are no longer available to new customers or to customers wishing
to migrate down to a 20 gallon container.
The District’s proposed rates would remain within the range of all the SBWMA
agencies. For comparison purposes, the maximum typical residential rates for
32 gallon containers for SBWMA Cities including Atherton, Burlingame, Belmont,
Hillsborough, Menlo Park, Redwood City, San Carlos, and San Mateo, range from a
low of $21.24 (San Mateo) to a high of $50.00 (Atherton), based upon 2018 rates.
The following table shows the current rates and the proposed monthly rates for
West Bay Sanitary District Franchised Customers to be effective beginning January
1, 2019
*Commercial bin rates reflect collection charge for one pick up per week; To calculate charge for more than one collection per week, multiply rate by number of collections per week. For example, 1-Cubic Yard Bin (at proposed rate) collected 3 times
per week = $585.96 ($195.32 x 3 collections/wk)
At this hearing, the Board of Directors will consider public comment as well as
written protests by ratepayers regarding the proposed increase in monthly collection
rates. If you would like additional information on the proposed rates, please call the
District at 650-321-0384.
Any person interested, including all solid waste/recycling collection customers of
the West Bay Sanitary District, may appear at the public hearing and be heard on
any matter related to the proposed increase in monthly rates.

3 offices currently available:
• 1 - 315 s.f., interior office with skylight natural light.
• 1 - 352 s.f., interior office with Sun Tunnel natural light.
• 1 - 703 s.f., exterior window office suite of 3 offices.
Very private in a clean, well lighted office space.

Call 650-218-3669

West Bay Sanitary District
Board of Directors
San Mateo County, California
/s/ Phil Scott, District Manager
Dated: October 16, 2018
November 21, 2018QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ21

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
STAR POOLS SERVICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279339
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Star Pools Service, located at 1490
Kavanaugh Dr., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
MARVIN A. CERRATO HERNANDEZ
1490 Kavanaugh Dr.
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
October 30, 2018.
(ALM Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)
AGUILAR TRUCKING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279209
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Aguilar Trucking, located at 637 Villa St. Apt.
#1, Daly City, CA 94014, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
JUAN CARLOS AGUILAR AGUILAR
637 Villa St. Apt. #1
Daly City, CA 94014
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 10/19/18.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
October 19, 2018.
(ALM Oct. 31; Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2018)
MENDOZA’S RESTAURANT #2
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279146
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Mendoza’s Restaurant #2, located at 3200
Middlefield Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
MARIA G. BETANCOURT C.
811 Koshare St.
Gilroy, CA 95020
ALICIA GALLEGOS
3209 Maple Leaf Ct.
San Jose, CA 95121
This business is conducted by: A General
Partnership.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
October 15, 2018.
(ALM Oct. 31; Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2018)
INSIGHT BOOKS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279246
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Insight Books, located at 152 Willow Road,
Menlo Park, CA 94025; Mailing Address: PO
Box 2345, Menlo Park, CA 94026, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
CHARLOTTE LOOMIS
152 Willow Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
October 23, 2018.
(ALM Oct. 31; Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2018)
STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE OF
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. 258262
The information given below is as it appeared
on the fictitious business statement that was
filed at the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office.
The following person(s) has/have abandoned
the use of the fictitious business name(s).
MAGGIE FOARD
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S):
MAGGIE FOARD
265 Portola State Park Rd.
La Honda, CA 94020
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S):
PORTOLA VALLEY FARMERS’ MARKET
265 Portola State Park Rd.
La Honda, CA 94020
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: 6/13/13.
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY:
Individual.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk Recorder of San Mateo County on
October 16, 2018.
(ALM Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

CRYPTO MARKETING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279364
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Crypto Marketing, located at 157 Bellevue
Ave., Daly City, CA 94014, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
BRYAN JUDSON HAUPT
157 Bellevue
Daly City, CA 94014
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on October 31, 2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on Oct.
31, 2018.
(ALM Nov. 14, 21, 28; Dec. 5, 2018)
CAMINO VILLA’S
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279396
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Camino Villa’s, located at 1280 El Camino
Real, Millbrae, CA 94030, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
TINA FATICA
155 Tiptoe Lane
Burlingame, CA 94010
MARGARET BENEDETTI
2750 Belmont Cyn. Rd.
Belmont, CA 94002
MARY DELUCA
175 Tiptoe Lane
Burlingame, CA 94010
This business is conducted by: A General
Partnership.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
November 2, 2018.
(ALM Nov. 14, 21, 28; Dec. 5, 2018)

997 All Other Legals
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO
Case No.: 18CIV05417
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: STUART TODD RADER filed a
petition with this court for a decree changing
names as follows:
STUART TODD RADER to TODD STUART
RADER.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before this
court at the hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition for change of
name should not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection at
least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear
at the hearing to show cause why the
petition should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may grant
the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: November 27, 2018,
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court of
California, County of San Mateo, located at
400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 94063.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE shall
be published at least once each week for
four successive weeks prior to the date set
for hearing on the petition in the following
newspaper of general circulation, printed in
this county:
THE ALMANAC
Date: October 12, 2018
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(ALM Oct. 31; Nov. 7, 14, 21, 2018)

phone call will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal form if you
want the court to hear your case. There may
be a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court forms
and more information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law
library, or the courthouse nearest you. If
you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court
clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you may lose the
case by default, and your wages, money,
and property may be taken without further
warning from the court.
There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you do
not know an attorney, you may want to call
an attorney referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be eligible for
free legal services from a nonprofit legal
services program. You can locate these
nonprofit groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar
association. NOTE: The court has a statutory
lien for waived fees and cost on any
settlement or arbitration award of $10,000
or more in a civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss the
case.
AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decidir
en su contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la
information a continuacion.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de
que le entreguen esta citacion y papeles
legales para presentar una respuesta
por escrito en esta corte y hacer que
se entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefonica no lo
protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si desea
que procesen su caso en la corte. Es posible
que haya un formulario que usted pueda
usar para su respuesta. Puede encontrar
estos formularios de la corte y mas
informacion en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado
o en la corte que le quede mas cerca. Si
no puede pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte que le de un
formulario de exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a tiempo, puede
perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte
le podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes
sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abogado
inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un
abogado, puede llamar a un servicio de
remision a abogados. Si no puede pagar
a un abogado, es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener servicios legales
gratuitos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encontrar
estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Services, (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro de
Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose en contacto
con la corte o el colegio de abogados
locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y los costos
exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre
cualquier recuperacion de $10,000 o mas
de valor recibida mediante un acuerdo o
una concesion de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil, Tiene que pagar el gravamen
de la corte antes de que la corte pueda
desechar el caso.

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):
SACRAMENTO COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
720 9TH STREET,
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

CASE NUMBER: 34-2015-00181475
(Numero del Caso):

Case Number: 34-2015-00181475
(Numero del Caso):

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
LAUREN SPEARS, JASON BARTLETT,
JOHN ANDERSON, DEAN KRATZER,
PLM LOAN MANAGEMENT SERVICES INC.
DOES 1 TO 5

The name, address and telephone number
of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is:
(El nombre, la direccion y el numero de
telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:
(LO ESTA DEMANDADO EL DEMANDATE):
BRIAN SPEARS

Brian Spears
P.O. Box 409099
Ione, CA 05640

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may
decide against you without your being heard
unless you respond within 30 days. Read the
Information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this
summons and legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this court and
have a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or

DATE: Mar 28, 2017
(Fecha):
Clerk, by C. CULLEN-SANDOVAL, Deputy
(Secretario)
(Adjunto)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are
served
(ALM Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2018)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or
email asantillan@paweekly.com for assistane with your
legal advertising needs. Deadline is Friday at noon.
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Viewpoint
IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

L E TTE R S
Our readers write

Bikers need seating on
Caltrains’ bike cars
Editor:
I had a bike stolen on Caltrain
around Sunnyvale in June 2017,
simply because I was not able to
sit in the bike car to see it. Overcrowded bike cars demand
regulations to allow bikers sitting priority over passengers
with no bikes. It’s a simple and
easy-to-implement rule to 1)
reduce train delays, 2) deter
bike thefts, and 3) promote ecofriendly commutes for generations to come.
Wei Liu
Stanford

‘Tis the season to
trim back our trees
Editor:
Fall is here. The sun gets up
later in the morning and does
not rise as high as in the summer. The days are sunny and
warm, but the nights are getting
cold.
This is one of many good reasons for giving all of our trees a
major trim and new hair style!
Almost all houses have some
thermal mass. This needs to be
taken advantage of, if not for
ourselves, for the neighbors.
While the sun is still up, there
is no reason to be burning gas
when the sun can do it for us,
and for free. Gas is not a renewable resource. It is not enough
to depend on a utility company
that provides electricity from
renewable resources. We all
need to conserve at home.
Other advantages to thinning, trimming, pruning, and
heading back trees are: People
can depend more on the sun
to heat their water, provide
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electricity, dry clothes, and
light their homes. And it just
warms the body and makes one
feel good when it is cold. It also
helps provide us with food from
the garden.
Another good reason for
keeping trees thinned is that
it provides more security for
us and neighbors from potential intruders, and provides a
neater, cleaner appearance for
everyone.
Jackie Leonard-Dimmick
Walnut Avenue, Atherton

Trump’s ideas erode
foundations of freedom
Editor:
While Trump’s desire to
end birthright citizenship may
prove unconstitutional, the
very fact that he is propagating
such ideas is cutting at the root
of our democracy. The fact that
such ideas are gradually entering the mainstream of discussion “normalizes” his fascist
concepts. Like the Koch brothers’ support of Citizens United,
it erodes the foundations of our
freedom.
Trump is bringing into fashion again ideas and concepts
that we thought had been
properly relegated to the trash
heap of history. The topics we
as a nation discuss matter; they
show who we are and what we
are up to. Trump’s ideas pave
the way for a darker future, just
as do the Kochs’.
I hope that conservatives
everywhere will see the future
that today’s Republicans are
building at all levels of government, and not support it with
their vote.
Traditional, old school
Republicanism has historically
had much to offer our nation;
today’s is destructive.
Don Barnby
Spruce Avenue, Menlo Park

What’s on your mind?
From City Hall politics and the schools to transportation
and other pressing issues, the Almanac aims to keep
readers informed about their community. But we also
want to hear from you.
Tell us what’s on your mind by sending your letters to
letters@AlmanacNews.com. Or snail-mail them to: The
Almanac, 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words.
You can also submit a longer piece of 450 to 600 words
for consideration to publish as a guest opinion column.
Questions? Email Renee Batti at rbatti@AlmanacNews.com,
or call 650-223-6528.

November 21, 2018QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ23

24QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQNovember 21, 2018

