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THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

LOMA MAR | $8,888,000

WOODSIDE | $4,850,000

8140 Pescadero Creek Road | Land
Q. Grimm/D. Chesler | 650.400.7879
License #01405453/#00675583

153 Marva Oaks Drive | Land
Q. Grimm/D. Chesler | 650.400.7879
License #01405453/#00675583

WOODSIDE | $4,195,000
45 Stadler Drive | 4bd/4.5ba
M. Lockwood/R. Flores | 650.400.2528
License #01017519/#02027985

WOODSIDE | $1,599,000
12 Montecito Road | Land
Wayne Rivas | 650.740.5746
License #01055861

HONDA | $2,998,000
300 Rancho De La Bana | 6bd/7ba
S. Hayes/K. Bird | 650.245.5044
License #01401243/#00929166

PORTO

VALLEY | $749,000

251 Vista Verde | Land
Wayne Rivas | 650.740.5746
License #01055861

APR.COM

Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area
Including Woodside 650.529.1111
Square footage, acreage, and other information herein, has been received from one or more of a variety of different sources.
Such information has not been veriﬁed by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If important to buyers, buyers should conduct their own investigation.
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Hybrid ablation and the
minimally invasive Cox Maze
procedures revolutionize the
way we treat Atrial Fibrillation

Atrial fibrillation (AFib) is the most common
irregular heart rhythm, affecting over
two million Americans each year. Without
detection and treatment, atrial fibrillation
can cause stroke and heart failure.
Stanford Medicine experts are pioneering new treatments for
AFib, through medications and groundbreaking new therapies like
the hybrid ablation or the minimally invasive Cox Maze procedure.
Join us for this free community talk to learn more about AFib’s
signs, symptoms, and all of the latest advances in treatment.

SPEAKERS

Paul J. Wang, MD

Anson M. Lee, MD

Director, Stanford Arrhythmia Service
Co-Director, Stanford Center for
Arrhythmia Research Professor of
Medicine (Cardiovascular Medicine) and
Bioengineering (by courtesy), Stanford
University School of Medicine

Assistant Professor of Cardiothoracic
Surgery (Adult Cardiac Surgery),
Stanford University School of Medicine
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FREE COMMUNITY TALK

January 12, 2019
9:30am – 11:30am
Crowne Plaza Palo Alto
Mediterranean Ballroom
4290 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94306
This event is free and open to the
public, though seating is limited.
If you plan to attend, please register
at stanfordhealthcare.org/events
or by calling 650.736.6555.

Local News
M

E N L O

P

A R K

|

A

T H E R T O N

|

W

O O D S I D E

|

P

O R T O L A

V

A L L E Y

New year brings with
it plenty of new laws
One bill opens up public records about
misconduct and officer-involved shootings
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A

Photo by Romeo Durscher

A graceful flight over the Bay is recorded by a drone.

Search and rescue mission
under a watchful bird’s eye
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A

Menlo Park Fire Protection District drone on
a search for a missing
person in August 2018 near the
marshes at the eastern end of the
Dumbarton Bridge captured this
image of a gull, sunlight on the
Bay, and the fire district’s air boat
from its water rescue program.
And what was the boat crew
out to rescue? The drone used
to take the photo was one of two
in service by the fire district,

the other having been knocked
out of the sky earlier in the day,
perhaps by a gull, said Battalion
Chief Tom Calvert. The crew
seen on the boat, it turns out,
was looking for the downed
drone.
“We were rather certain that
a bird strike had knocked it out
of the sky,” Calvert said. “There
were gulls in the air in close
enough proximity. Those things
don’t drop out of the sky.”
Calvert acknowledged that
the drones were in the gull’s
territory. “I get that,” he said.

“It makes total sense. It’s their
habitat. I totally get that.”
It’s the first “bird strike” in the
four years the drone program
has been running, he said. “It
was a remarkable event for us,”
he added.
The drone was ultimately
found lying in the mud, but
with no evidence of damage
from an attack by a bird, Calvert
said. Its camera footage did not
reveal anything, probably
because the camera was pointed
toward the ground at the time,
he surmised. A

Council to consider a ban on
gasoline-powered leaf-blowers
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

I

t’s been a long time coming,
but the Portola Valley Town
Council, when it meets
Wednesday, Jan. 9, will consider
banning gasoline-powered leaf
blowers. The council’s advisory panel on environmental
matters, the Sustainability &
Environmental Resources Committee, included a ban as one
of several recommendations in
revising town policy on the use
of leaf blowers.
The council meets at 7 p.m.
in the Historic Schoolhouse
at 765 Portola Road. Also on
the agenda, a study session on

financing roadwork in town.
A f lyer published by the
town last September said that
the two-stroke engines that
power leaf blowers can generate, over one hour, greenhouse
gas emissions equivalent to a
car trip from Los Angeles to
Denver; can produce noise of
up to 112 decibels, equivalent
to a car horn heard at 3 feet
away; can distribute toxic compounds such as formaldehyde
and hydrocarbons; and can
propel dust particles at speeds
comparable to hurricane-force
winds.
The sustainability committee
has been studying issues around
the use of gasoline-powered

blowers since September 2017.
A staff report by Town Manager
Jeremy Dennis notes a February
2018 council directive to come
up with recommendations.
The policy recommendations,
in addition to banning gasolinepowered devices, would restrict
blowing to surfaces that are
hard, such as concrete and
asphalt. The committee also
recommends several other steps:
Q Explore the idea of a noiselevel certification system for
electricity-powered blowers.
Q Provide residents with the
opportunity to test the blowers
at Town Center.
See BLOWERS, page 6

slew of new laws that went
into effect on Jan. 1 —
from bills addressing gender issues to new rules banning
gun ownership by those convicted
of domestic violence — reflect the
progressive politics California has
come to be known for.
Senate Bill 826 gives publicly
held companies based in California until the end of 2019 to recruit
at least one woman to sit on their
boards of directors, and requires
two female members for a fivemember board and three for
boards of six or more members
by the end of 2021.
In a win for people who do not
identify with a particular gender,
Senate Bill 179 enables them to
obtain a birth certificate establishing their gender as non-binary. The process would include
an attestation, under penalty of
perjury, that the change is being
done in good faith. Identification
as non-binary would extend to
the person’s driver’s license.
On the food front

You’re in your favorite restaurant and you’re expecting a
plastic straw with that drink?
OK, you can have one, but now
you’ll have to ask it. The stipulation of Assembly Bill 1884 does
not apply if the straw is made of
paper, pasta, sugar cane, wood or
bamboo. Nor does it apply if the
eatery is not a full-service restaurant, which means you’re shown
to your seat, waited on at that
seat, and given a check for your
meal at that seat.
Regardless of the restaurant
category, with the passage of
Senate Bill 1192, if you’re a child
and you order a children’s meal,
it will come with a non-sugary
drink, such as water, sparkling
water, flavored water or plain
milk. Sugary drinks, if available,
may be ordered.
Obesity in California rose 250
percent between 1990 and 2016,
the law notes. Between 2009 and
2015, the percentage of overweight children under 6 years old
rose 13.7 percent and 16 percent
for ages 6 to 11. Overweight children are twice as likely to become
overweight adults.

Assembly Bill 626 addresses
meals prepared in “microenterprise home kitchens.” It regulates in-home food handling and
safety, allows no more than one
full-time employee earning no
more than $50,000 per year in
those kitchens, and permits the
sale of food cooked that same day.
As a rationale for revising regulations on selling home-cooked
food, the bill notes the high bar to
owning a restaurant and the high
cost of renting a retail kitchen as
factors contributing to an “informal economy of locally produced
and prepared hot foods.” The
absence of “appropriate regulations” was mitigating against
experienced cooks participating
and earning a legal income.
Safety, law enforcement

First responders from the local
fire or police department tend not
to be licensed veterinarians, and
so were prohibited from administering first aid to dogs and cats.
Senate Bill 1305 changes that.
Now medics and other emergency personnel can administer
oxygen to a dog or cat, fit them
with a ventilation mask, clear
their upper airways, and take
steps to control bleeding.
In any incident that involves
police engaging in a serious use
of force, the video and audio
footage of the incident must now
be made public within 45 days.
Senate Bill 748 allows redaction if
release of the information would
violate a “reasonable expectation
of privacy” of someone shown in
the recording.
Senate Bill 1421 opens up public records about misconduct,
officer-involved shootings and
“other serious uses of force” by
police and corrections officers.
Concealing this information
“undercuts the public’s faith in
the legitimacy of law enforcement, makes it harder for tens of
thousands of hardworking peace
officers to do their jobs, and
endangers public safety,” the law
notes.
In civil or administrative cases
involving sexual assault, sexual
harassment, or sex-based harassment or discrimination, nondisclosure agreements with a
See NEW LAWS, page 11
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Worried about your aging
parents during the day?
Enroll them in our adult day care
and they’ll receive:
• Transportation
• Physical therapy
• Nutritious lunches
• Group Exercise
• Socializing
• Engaging activities
We accept Long Term
Care Insurance, VA,
Medi-Cal and offer
a sliding scale for
private pay.

Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,
and Woodside for over 50 years
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for our advertisers through print and online.
We currently have the following positions open
for talented and outgoing individuals:
• Advertising Sales/Production Admin Assist the sales and design
teams in the production of online and print advertising. Tech savvy,
excellent communication and keen attention to detail a must.
• Graphic Designer Creation/production of print and online ads,
including editorial layout, in a fast-paced environment. Publishing
experience and video editing a plus, highly-motivated entry-level
considered.
• Digital Sales Account Representative Prospect and sell local
businesses in our markets who have needs to brand and promote
their businesses or events using our full-suite of digital solutions.
Responsibilities include excellent sales and closing skills on the
phone, preparing proposals, maintaining a weekly sales pipeline
and ability to hit deadlines and work well under pressure. Sales
experience is a plus, but we will consider well-qualiﬁed candidates
with a passion to succeed.
For more information visit:
http://embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

Display Advertising Sales
Caitlin Wolf (223-6508)
Real Estate Manager
Neal Fine (223-6583)
Legal Advertising
Alicia Santillan (223-6578)
ADVERTISING SERVICES
Advertising Services Manager
Kevin Legarda (223-6597)
Sales & Production Coordinators
Diane Martin (223-6584),
Nico Navarrete (223-6582)
The Almanac is published
every Wednesday at
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Q Newsroom: (650) 223-6525
Newsroom Fax: (650) 223-7525
Q Email news and photos with captions
to: Editor@AlmanacNews.com
Q Email letters to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com
Q Advertising: (650) 854-2626
Advertising Fax: (650) 223-7570
Q Classified Advertising: (650) 854-0858
Q Submit Obituaries:
www.almanacnews.com/obituaries
The Almanac (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370)
is published every Wednesday by Embarcadero
Media, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park,
CA 94025-6558. Periodicals Postage Paid at
Menlo Park, CA and at additional mailing offices.
Adjudicated a newspaper of general circulation
for San Mateo County, The Almanac is delivered
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola
Valley and Woodside. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to the Almanac, 3525 Alameda
de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-6558.
Copyright ©2019 by Embarcadero Media,
All rights reserved. Reproduction without
permission is strictly prohibited.
The Almanac is qualified by decree of the
Superior Court of San Mateo County to
publish public notices of a governmental and
legal nature, as stated in Decree No. 147530,
issued October 20, 1969. Subscriptions are
$60 for one year and $100 for two years. Go to
AlmanacNews.com/circulation.
To request free delivery, or stop delivery,
of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027,
94028 and the Woodside portion of
94062, call 854-2626.

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com

6QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 9, 2019

City names new assistant
public works directors
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

Photographer
Magali Gauthier (223-6530)

Visit us at www.avenidas.org/care • Call us today at
(650) 289-5499 to schedule a free visiting day!

N E W S

Established 1965

M

enlo Park’s interim
city manager, Starla
Jerome Robinson, has
named Nikki Nagaya, Chris
Lamm and Brian Henry as the
city’s three new assistant public
works directors, effective Jan. 7.
Nikki Nagaya, who left the
city of Menlo Park at the end
of August, will return to head
the Public Works Department’s
Transportation Division and
land development services. She
worked briefly at the San Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency, and before that, was
assistant public works manager,
transportation manager and a
senior transportation engineer
in Menlo Park.
Chris Lamm will oversee
the Public Works Department’s
Engineering Division and comes
from the city of Los Altos, where
he has worked as engineering
services manager and city engineer. He has also worked at San
Jose State university, the city of
Santa Monica and the city of
Chandler, Arizona.
Brian Henry, who currently
works for the city, is being
promoted to oversee the Public
Works Department’s Maintenance Division, which helps
to provide 24/7 coverage for
BLOWERS
continued from page 5

Q Initiate a second round of
educating the public on the
benefits of using electricitypowered blowers.
The town-issued flyer, published in both English and
Spanish, promoted electricitypowered blowers and asked
residents for their ideas on
incentives to persuade gardeners to switch. Feedback was
“limited,” Dennis said in his
report.
He noted that if the council
implements changes to town
regulations, staff would prepare
materials to update customers
at local stores that sell landscaping equipment.
The sustainability committee
also discussed a trade-in program to encourage a switch to
electric from gasoline-powered
leaf blowers, but needs council
feedback on such a program,
including identifying a source
of funding, Dennis said.

Blankets of leaves

As to the use of blowers,
whether electric or gasolinepowered, on soil surfaces, resident and landscape architect

Photo courtesy city of Menlo Park

Nikki Nagaya is coming back to
the city after leaving last August.

emergencies and after-hours
maintenance calls to support
residents. He has previously
worked as interim assistant
public works director, public works superintendent and
city arborist, and before coming to Menlo Park worked as
an arborist in Baltimore and
Washington, D.C.
“The City Council heartily
welcomes Chris Lamm to the
Menlo Park team, congratulates
Brian Henry on his welldeserved promotion and celebrates Ms. Nagayaís return,
whose leadership and expertise
was dearly missed by her peers
and our community,î said Mayor Ray Mueller in a press
statement. A
Danna Breen has repeatedly
described to the council the
deleterious surface-hardening
effect brought about through
the use of the blowers on soil.
Breen said she plans to attend
the Jan. 9 meeting.
Soil moisture is essential to
keeping landscaping alive over
dry months, she said in a 2015
Almanac interview. The key to
moist soil is a blanket of detritus, particularly dead leaves,
and the key to maintaining that
blanket is keeping leaf blowers
away from the area, she said.
That Portola Valley is just
now coming to this consideration of a ban surprised her,
Breen said recently.
When the council discussed
the matter in September 2018,
Planning Commissioner Craig
Taylor expressed concern for
gardeners losing the use of
their tools and the importance
of finding a reasonable way
forward.
Among the suggestions to the
council at the time: phasing in
policy changes over a period of
years, and establishing a certification program by which the
town could inspect blowers and
issue decals for those that meet
the town’s standards. A
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City celebrates with a parade
M-A Bears’ victory to bring community out on Saturday

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

What To Do If Seller Didn’t
Obtain Permits For Work Done

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A

parade is set
for
Saturday, Jan. 12,
in recognition of the
Menlo-Atherton High
School football team’s
first state championship win.
The M-A Bears
defeated Lincoln-San
Diego 21-7 on Dec.
15 to win the CIF
Division 3-AA State
Championship.
Map courtesy city of Menlo Park
The parade will A map of the planned parade route to celebrate the M-A football team’s
start at 10 a.m. at the state championship win.
Caltrain station parkdelays Saturday morning along during the event. Motorists are
ing lot at the intersection of Santa Cruz Avenue and with road closures or lane advised to use alternative
Merrill Street in downtown restrictions in downtown Men- routes between 9:30 a.m. and
Menlo Park, according to city lo Park and near Burgess Park 12:30 p.m. A
staff. It will proceed westbound
along Santa Cruz Avenue to the
Chestnut Street intersection,
where the M-A cheer and dance
teams will perform. The parade
will continue along Santa Cruz
Avenue to Crane Street, where
participants will then turn south
before heading east along Menlo
Avenue back to Alma Street. The
parade will end at Burgess Park
near the baseball fields.
At around 11 a.m., a rally
will be held at the park, with
elected officials and speakers
from the school and the football
team. More performances will
be given by the cheer and dance
teams, as well as the school choir,
and players will be recognized
individually.
People should expect travel

Dear Monica: I am searching for a home and am seeing
properties that have been nicely updated. However in some
cases sellers did not get permits
for the work. What is the risk
to me if I buy a house with unpermitted work? Kevin K.
Dear Kevin: If a homeowner
does significant work without
obtaining permits, the risks to
a buyer are several. First, you
may not be able to get insurance
enough to cover the cost of replacing the improvements done
without permits. For example,
if a garage is converted without

permits, and the property has a
fire, the insurer may only pay to
rebuild the space as it was, and
not as the family room it was
converted to.
Also if a new owner wants to
do work to the home, the building department may require that
the un-permitted work be removed. This is not too common
but it can happen. Not obtaining permits can affect the value
of your property because buyers
may discount the price to cover
the risk they are taking. The best
practice is to always get a permit
for any work that requires one.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971
Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018 Nationwide list of
top 250 Realtors.

REDISCOVER

Council to set
new goals for
a new year
The Menlo Park City Council
is expected to kick off the new
year with a goal-setting meeting
on Friday, Jan. 11, from 1 to 5
p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 701 Laurel St., in the city’s
Civic Center.
The meeting is considered one
of the most important times for
people to bring up problems
they wish the council to address
in the coming year.
It’s also typically the meeting
in which the council chooses its
top five priorities and defines
which items are of highest priority to include on the city’s work
plan for the coming calendar
year. That work plan, once
approved, guides the formation
of the city’s budget, which must
be approved by the start of the
new fiscal year on July 1.

THE SOUNDS
OF LIFE

When compared to conventional hearing aids Earlens technology provides:

Superior sound
quality

Twice the frequency
ectrum of sound
spectrum

Virtually no annoying
feedback
Perfect Hearing

JOIN US FOR A SEMINAR ON

Conventional Hearing Aid

HEARING IMPAIRMENT
AND
EARLENS ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY

Earlens Hearing Technology
20Hz

100Hz

1kHz

6kHz

10kHz

20kHz

Frequency Range

T H U R S D AY, J A N U A RY 1 7 T H AT 1 1 A M
RESERVE NO W

Learn what this revolutionary device could do for you.
Call (650) 285- 6978 to reserve your spot. Spaces are limited!
4055 Campbell Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025
earlens.com

PERKINS CLINIC
AT
EARLENS
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Home repair program launches
in Belle Haven neighborhood
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

H

abitat for Humanity,
known widely as a home
construction nonprofit,
runs a less-known program that
provides critical home repairs
to people in need. Starting this
month, homeowners in Belle
Haven are eligible to participate
in the program.
The nonprofit provides house
repairs with the intent of helping people stay in their homes.
Such repairs could include steps
to make a home safer and more
accessible, such as installing
grab bars and hand rails, or
could include exterior repairs
like installing new siding, new
windows or new roofing.
According to Laura Ealy, program manager at Habitat for
Humanity’s Greater San Francisco chapter, since 2012, the
nonprofit has completed 150

home repairs in the area, and 20
in East Palo Alto in 2018 alone.
The local program so far has
offered services in the Bayview
neighborhood of San Francisco
and in East Palo Alto. Organization leaders hope to work with
25 homeowners in East Palo
Alto and Belle Haven in 2019,
Ealy said.
The plan to expand to Belle
Haven seemed natural, Ealy
said. “There is synergy between
the two neighborhoods (of Belle
Haven and East Palo Alto),” she
said. “There are a lot of homeowners who have family in Belle
Haven from East Palo Alto.”
Homeowners earning up to
80 percent of the area median
income — which in 2018 in San
Mateo County is up to $117,400
for a family of four — are eligible for the program, she said.
The nonprofit has a dedicated
construction staff and a number
of volunteers who help out, Ealy

said. Less-qualified volunteers
typically help with exterior
work, like painting, fencing and
yard work. The nonprofit also
organizes corporate volunteer
work days, she said.
Because of the complexity and
cost of building new homes in
the Bay Area, Ealy said, the nonprofit does not have any homes
currently under construction,
but there are some in the pipeline. The nonprofit prioritizes
the construction of ownership
housing, and typically constructs townhomes, she said.
Helping people with housing
in the Bay Area involves not just
building new homes, but helping
existing families stay in their
homes “for as long as makes
sense to them,” she said.
This program aims to help
people who may have lived in the
neighborhood for many years,
but haven’t been able to replace
the roof, perhaps because they’re

Thygesen, Lambert step down from
school board dais after years of service
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

J

oan Lambert and Terry Thygesen, who have more than
two decades of experience as
school board members between
them, stepped down from their
posts on the Menlo Park City
School District on Dec. 7. Their
board colleagues and the district

honored the two retiring trustees
at a Nov. 13 board meeting.
Since Thygesen first took her
board seat in from 2000, the
district has seen its enrollment
increase over 50 percent and
passed three parcel taxes to
fund “excellent” teachers and
“robust” programs, according
to a district press release. During that time, voters also passed

two bond measures to modernize and build new campuses,
including the renovated Hillview Middle School and the new
Laurel School Upper Campus,
according to the release.
As board members, Lambert
and Thygesen initiated a conversation about “fully funding”
the district, meaning outlining
what it would entail, and cost,

Photo by Paige Green.

A woman helps make repairs at a home in East Palo Alto through
Habitat for Humanity.

living on a fixed income or have
had to save for other things.
The nonprofit has worked with
many seniors through the program, she added.
“When people think of

Habitat (for Humanity), they
think of new homes,” Ealy said.
“We want to get out the word
that we have this home repair
program for people who already
own homes.” A

if the district were to provide
students and teachers with as
many resources as they needed.
These could include more class
electives like art and physical
education, and higher teacher
salaries.
The school board is continuing this conversation and
exploring a teacher compensation philosophy as a first step
toward potentially raising funds
to increase teacher pay.
Thygesen and Lambert recently sat down with The Almanac
to discuss their time on the
board and the district’s future.

started attending school board
meetings, and learned that the
district was trying to raise
money through a parcel tax, she
recalled.
“Literally, someone chased
after me in the parking lot and
asked if I would get involved,”
she said. “I thought, ‘how can I
do something?’”
Thygesen, who had a full-time
job at management and technology firm Booz, Allen and Hamilton and four young children,
didn’t know many people in the
district at the time because as a
“full-time working parent, it’s
hard to be involved,” she said.
She ultimately co-chaired
a parcel tax ballot measure
campaign in 2000. The $298
annual parcel tax, which passed
in April 2000, was intended
to improve students’ academic
performance, reduce class size,
improve teacher quality and
expand courses, she said.
She then joined the Menlo
Park-Atherton Education Foundation. By that time, people were
strongly urging her to run for
the school board, she said.
Eighteen years later, Thygesen
said that one of her greatest
accomplishments was opening a
new preschool, the Early Learning Center, at Laurel School
Lower Campus this school year.
The preschool aims to provide
high-quality early education
for a diverse socioeconomic
group of children. The district
subsidizes tuition for 25 percent
of the preschoolers on a sliding
scale based on family income.

Terry Thygesen

Thygesen was one of the
board’s longest-serving members. She ran for school board
in 2000 — a race that ended up
being uncontested — and served
two terms before stepping down
in 2008. Community members,
she said, talked her into running
for the board again, and she was
elected in 2010.
Thygesen first got involved in
the district in 1998. It all started
with a dinner with the district’s
new superintendent Meredith
Jones, now-Sequoia Union High
School District board trustee Chris Thomsen, and Carol
Thomsen, Chris Thomsen’s
wife, who later co-founded All
Five preschool in Menlo Park’s
Belle Haven neighborhood.
During the dinner, Thygesen
learned about parcels taxes and
“became aware of how much less
funding” the Menlo Park school
district operated with compared
with the school district in neighboring Palo Alto, she said. She
8QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 9, 2019

See SCHOOL BOARD, page 11

Thank You

2018 Sales

for Another Great Year!
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* Walsh Road
* Shasta Lane
841 Stanford Avenue
455 San Mateo Drive
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Menlo Park
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Menlo Park
Menlo Park
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Atherton to discuss future of Caltrain service in town
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A

therton is starting off the
new year with a discussion on Caltrain’s electrification project plans for the near
future. Among questions town
officials and residents will be considering is one posed by Mayor
Bill Widmer: “Has Atherton outgrown the need for a rail stop?”
OnWednesday, Jan. 9, town
staff will present to the City
Council and the town’s Rail Committee a report on the Caltrain
Business Plan and the future of
the Atherton’s train station. Caltrain’s business plan forecasts its
future service up until 2040, and
assesses the benefits, impacts and
costs of different service options.
It coincides with Caltrain’s plan
to electrify the corridor from
around San Francisco to San
Jose. The project, scheduled to be

operational in 2022, will replace
diesel-run trains with electric
trains.
Issues discussed at the meeting
include:
Q Potential impacts of Caltrain’s long-term service vision
for the town.
Q Desired levels of service —
from no service to full service.
(Caltrain suspended weekday
service in Atherton in 2005 after
finding ridership was fewer than
150 daily. The train now stops
at the Atherton station on the
weekends.)
Q “Quiet zone” and grade crossing expectations, and the impact
of possible state legislation on land
uses along transportation corridors. The town imposed a quiet
zone in 2016, which prohibits Caltrain engineers under most situations from sounding their train
horns within a quarter-mile of the
Fair Oaks Lane railroad crossing.

The council and committee
members will also discuss Rail
Committee recommendations for
“successful implementation of the
town’s rail corridor priorities,”
according to a staff report. The
10-member rail committee meets
every other month and examines
the impacts of rail service on
Atherton.
The council will vote on these
recommendations at its Jan. 16
meeting:
Q Caltrain must restore full
weekday service.
Q Caltrain must complete a
capital project to remove the
“hold out station” designation
in town. Atherton’s station has
this designation because it has a
center boarding platform only,
meaning passengers can cross the
tracks in multiple places to reach
the center boarding platform. If
a train is already in the station,
an approaching train coming in

WINTER2019

Professional & Personal Development
Featured Winter Courses:
Building High-Performing Teams • Governance for Startup Board Members
Leadership Skills for Women in the Workplace: How to Aim High and Achieve Impact
Compass Journey: A Personal Career and Life-Strategizing Course
Professional Services Marketing: How to Stand Out in Knowledge-Based Businesses
The Enterprise Innovation Stack: Designing Your Enterprise Innovation Program

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of on-campus
and online courses in liberal arts & sciences, creative writing, and
professional & personal development. All adults are welcome to attend.

Most classes begin the week of January 14. Enroll today!

Learn more and register: continuingstudies.stanford.edu
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the opposite direction must stop
outside the station and wait for
the other train to leave before
entering. To change this, Caltrain
would have to build separate
platforms for northbound and
southbound passengers and a
fence separating the tracks.
Q Ensure that any long-term
rail corridor plan limits the
number of tracks to two through
Atherton.
Q Modernization of the rail
system must minimize and fully mitigate any environmental
impact to the town.
Q Advocate making to add on
the Watkins Avenue crossing a
“quiet zone” with the addition of
quad gates at the crossing.
Electrification and service

Electrification is expected to
lead to more frequent and/or
faster train service, and to reduce
noise, improve air quality and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
The Caltrain Business Plan
projects a demand of up to
240,000 riders per day in 2040,
including peak passenger ridership of 8,000 to 10,000 heading
north in the morning and the
same number going south during
the evening commute. To meet
this demand, Caltrain forecasts
it would need to operate eight
10-car trains or 12 eight-car
trains per hour, per direction.
Caltrain has committed to
restoring weekday service — systemwide — once electrified train
service is operational in 2022,
wrote Dan Lieberman, Caltrain
public affairs specialist, in an
email. Caltrain has the final say
on how many trains will stop in
Atherton.
“This commitment was reflected and analyzed in the service
assumptions used in the Caltrain
electrification EIR (environmental impact report),” he wrote.
“The specific future schedules
and service levels for any stations
with electrified service have not
yet been determined.”
The Caltrain Business Plan

lists Atherton service levels as
“to be determined” by further
analysis. Caltrain has indicated
that rather than adding an
additional stop in the overall
train schedule (adding time), it
might eliminate a stop in either
Redwood City or Menlo Park to
accommodate an Atherton stop,
according to the staff report. The
Caltrain plan should be finalized
by the end of 2019, Lieberman
said.
“We as a community need
to figure out what service level
we want,” Public Works Director Robert Ovadia told The
Almanac.
Widmer, in an interview, said
that Caltrain has suggested minimal restoration of weekday service at the Atherton station after
electrification. The town “didn’t
think that was appropriate,” he
said.
But he’s not convinced weekday
service is even desirable. “We’ve
lived without the train service
for a period of time,” he said. “We
need to decide if we need stops (in
Atherton) at all.”
If the train doesn’t stop in
Atherton, the town could better
enforce a quiet zone, he noted.
If Caltrain offered multiple
stops each weekday in Atherton
on express trains, the service
might be attractive to Lloyden
Park and Fair Oaks neighborhood residents, he said. But with
low ridership, Atherton might
not have express stops, and longer
train rides would not be attractive to people commuting to San
Francisco for work, he said.
Upcoming construction activities along the Caltrain line in town
include infrastructure installation.
Pole installation began in December and will last two to three
months, said Lieberman. Wire
installation will begin this spring
and is expected to take about two
to three months, he said.
The Jan. 9 meeting takes place
at 4 p.m. at Jennings Pavilion in
Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave. in Atherton. A

Memorial service Sunday
for Kathy Hughes Anderson
The town of Atherton will hold
a memorial service for former
town arborist Kathy Hughes
Anderson on Sunday, Jan. 13,
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the pavilion
in Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150
Watkins Ave. in Atherton.
Menlo Park police found
Hughes Anderson stabbed to
death in her Valparaiso Avenue
home on Wednesday, Dec. 12.
Francis Wolke, 36, from Cincinnati, Ohio, was arrested by police
at the scene and has been charged
with first-degree murder.
Hughes Anderson worked as

Atherton’s town arborist for 22
years before retiring in 2011.
According to Theresa DellaSanta, Atherton deputy city manager, there will be an opportunity
for people who knew her to share
their memories of her.
In lieu of gifts, people are
encouraged to plant a tree in
Hughes Anderson’s honor by
donating to a special memorial
fund set up with the National Forest Foundation. Go to at is.gd/
tree463 to access the fund website
online.
— By Kate Bradshaw

N E W S

Picnickers injured by fallen tree branch sue Menlo College
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A

San Bruno family has
filed a lawsuit against
Menlo College seeking
more than $2.5 million in damages after a woman and her then
2-year-old daughter were injured
when a large branch snapped off
a tree and fell on them during a
picnic in August 2017. Another
woman who was injured in the
incident has filed a separate lawsuit against the Atherton college.
A 50-foot-long heritage oak
tree branch fell and struck Jasmine Garcia and her daughter
Zealyn while they stood on
the school’s quad during a
company picnic, according to a
suit filed Dec. 28 in San Mateo
County Superior Court against
the college.
Zealyn was knocked unconscious and suffered a fractured
skull and severe eye lacerations;
she was reported at the time to
SCHOOL BOARD
continued from page 8

The other 75 percent of students
pay market-rate tuition, which
covers all the preschool’s operating costs.
Why leave the board now?
“There’s still a lot of important
work to be done, but the district
is in good shape,” Thygesen said.
The district has improved its
test scores, provided more support to teachers and added more
electives to its middle school
curriculum, but “why not try to
be the best school district in the
state?” she said.
Thygesen said she is proud
of the district’s entrepreneurial
culture and of how it’s one of the
most “cost-effective” districts in
the area.
“Menlo Park City School District is the biggest little school
district,” she said. “We’re always
thinking big and reaching
farther.”

NEW LAWS
continued from page 5

provision that prevents the
disclosure of factual information relating to certain claims,
and entered into after Jan. 1,
are void. Senate Bill 820 also
protects the victim’s identity
as well as facts that could lead
to the disclosure unless a party
in the case is a government
agency or public official.
Assembly Bill 1619 gives
adult victims of sexual assault
10 years to seek civil damages,
up from three years. Assembly Bill 3118 requires police

have a potential concussion and
traumatic brain injury. The little
girl was taken to Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital, where she
underwent surgery on her right
eye.
According to the lawsuit, Zealyn still has scars on her face
from the cuts caused by the tree
branch.
“Zealyn’s age at the time of
the incident (two years old)
complicates her prognosis and
recovery,” Rowena Seto of the
Medina Seto Law Group, which
is representing the Garcia family, said in an email. “It is
difficult to discern the extent
of neurological and neuropsychological injuries when they
are sustained at such a young
age. Indeed, there are very few
neuropsychologists in the Bay
Area of whom I’m aware that
will treat or evaluate patients as
young as Zealyn.”
Garcia, who was pregnant at
the time of the incident, suffered

a broken toe, a sprained ankle,
a head injury and cuts and
bruises, among other injuries.
he family is seeking $2.5 million in damages and an unspecified amount in economic, punitive and other damages against
the college, according to the
lawsuit.
An arborist hired by Medina
Seto examined the tree, but
testing was limited because
the college removed the rest of
the branch after the incident,
according to the lawsuit. The
rest of the tree was cut down
shortly thereafter.
“Notwithstanding the obvious signs that the failure of the
subject tree was imminent and
inevitable and despite their
prolonged failure to maintain
or inspect the subject tree and
others on the property, Menlo
College recklessly advertised its
property, including the quad, as
available for rent for events such
as corporate picnics, weddings

What will Thygesen miss most
about the board?
“It feels really good to do
important work,” she said.
“What’s more important than
educating future generations of
the world? That’s hard to top.”
Thygesen said moving forward she would be open to
serving on standing district
committees.
“We’re (Thygesen and Lambert) not moving,” she said.
“We’re still going to be here and
willing to help.” She is happy
to serve as an informal adviser
to board members for however
long she’s needed, she said.

full-time work and figuring
out what to do next. The site
includes paid and volunteer job
postings, along with information on unique experiences —
like volunteering to care for sled
dogs in the Yukon, or volunteering at an organic farm.
“It’s time to let new people
take over,” she said. Lambert’s
three daughters went through
the district’s schools, but her
youngest graduated from the
district a year and a half ago.
Lambert said she is proud of
the electives the district now
offers and of the new preschool.
“The district’s Spanish Immersion and world language programs owe their success to Ms.
Lambert’s insightful leadership,
... as she was instrumental in
their design,” wrote Superintendent Erik Burmeister in an email
to district community members.
Lambert agreed with Thygesen’s conclusion that board
members always feel that there’s

Joan Lambert

Lambert was elected to the
board in 2010 after moving to
the area from Seattle. She formerly practiced as an attorney,
but is now putting her energies
into her new startup — Amava,
a website for people who are
thinking of retiring or leaving

agencies with untested rape
kits to audit those kits and
report to the state Legislature
a kit’s significant dates and the
reason it has not been tested.
In new laws to address gun
violence, Assembly Bill 3129
requires anyone convicted of a
misdemeanor of willful infliction of corporal injury upon a
spouse, cohabitant, or other
specified person to permanently give up the right to possess a firearm, while Senate
Bill 1200 expands the definition of ammunition to include
gun magazines as prohibited
items in the possession of

people under a gun-violence
restraining order. A
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and private parties,” the lawsuit
states.
A Menlo College spokesperson declined to comment on the
lawsuits.
“The tree bough (branch) that
fell was really massive,” Seto
said. “The branch (that fell)
made up about 25 percent of the
tree’s total canopy. ... [I]t’s egregious to think that Menlo College neglected their legal duty to
inspect and maintain their tree
and instead profited.”
Garcia’s husband Chris and
their daughter Irelyn were physically unharmed in the incident
but have suffered psychological trauma from witnessing it,
according to the lawsuit.
The tree branch also injured
two other women — Julie Dale
and Jodi Cohen. Dale, who is
also represented by Medina
Seto, filed a lawsuit against
Menlo College on Dec. 28.
Dale was sitting at one of the
picnic tables directly under the

tree when the branch fell. She
was taken to Stanford Hospital with a concussion, an eye
injury, a cut on her forehead
that required stitches, a sprained
ankle and other injuries. She
may also have long-term neurological damages from the
incident, according to the lawsuit. She is seeking unspecified
damages for her injuries.
If the tree branch had fallen
just an hour earlier, more people
could have been hurt or even
killed, Seto said.
“The space had cleared out
because most people had finished eating,” she said. “It really
could have been a greater tragedy had that (tree branch) come
down only an hour before.”
Seto said the college hasn’t
apologized to the Garcias, which
is something the family is “really
dismayed about,” she said.
Case management conferences for both lawsuits are scheduled for May 1. A

Joan Lambert, left, and Terry Thygesen stepped down from the
Menlo Park City School District governing board in December.

more room to improve the
district.
“The nature of being on the
board is that you always feel like
there’s more to do,” Lambert said.
One thing that’s still a work
in progress in the district: closing the achievement gap — the
difference in academic performance between students with
socioeconomic advantages and

those without them.
“We’ve made great strides,”
she said.
Lambert said she will miss
the people in the district she’s
grown close to over the last eight
years. But she is now moving her
focus to her startup.
“I’m really enjoying this new
role as I transition off the school
board,” she said. A

Employment
SR. WIRELESS ENGINEER
EVA Automation, Inc. has
job opp. in Menlo Park, CA:
Sr. Wireless Engineer. Dsgn
& dvlp SW for consumer
electronic devices. Mail
resumes refernc’g Req.
#SWE19 to: Attn: Y. Behdad,
1020 Marsh Rd, Menlo Park,

To place an ad
or get a quote,
call 650.223.6582
or email
digitalads@
paweekly.com.

CA 94025.
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Sherman Rutherford
March 12, 1937 – November 10, 2018
Sherman
Rutherford,
81, a long-time resident
of Portola Valley, died on
November 10, 2018. He was
born in Jewell, Oregon on
March 12, 1937. He worked
at Varian for close to 25
years and helped invent
much of the technology
still used in high vacuum
scientific and commercial
applications. He had a
Bachelors degree from Oregon State University and an
MBA from Pepperdine University. He volunteered much
of his free time towards helping others and serving the
church, either one on one as a mentor, or as a board
member. He served with Peninsula Covenant Church,
Menlo Church, North Park University in Chicago,
Mission Springs and many others. He loved the outdoors
and spent as much time as he could outside, even in
his final days. He taught his sons, Philip Rutherford of
Portola Valley and Kurt Rutherford of Menlo Park, as
well as his five grand children to love backpacking and
being outside as well. He is survived by his wife, Darlene
Rutherford of Portola Valley. A memorial service
will be held Saturday, January 12th, 1pm at Peninsula
Covenant Church, 3560 Farm Hill Blvd, Redwood City.
Memorial donations may be made to Mission Springs.
http://www.missionsprings.com/giving
PAID

OBITUARY

Jeanne Killeen Scherba
December 12, 1928 – December 21, 2018
On Friday, December
21st, 2018, long time Menlo
Park
resident
Jeanne
Killeen Scherba, loving
mother of four children,
Jim Scherba (Janice), Rick
Gannon (Kathy), Rod
Scherba (Jodi), and Nancy
Whelan (Jim) passed away
at her home after living a
full life of 90 years. She was
a devoted grandmother to
Tony Scherba (Lauren),
Billy Scherba, Angela
Schramm (Steve), Mathew Gannon, Kyle Scherba, Tori
Scherba, Ray Whelan, and Danny Whelan. Jeanne
was born in 1928 to Theodore Thomas Killeen and
Kathryn Marie Rosetta Killeen. Jeanne was a native San
Franciscan and attended Presentation Academy then
went on to graduate from UC Berkeley with a degree in
political science and a certification in education. At Cal
she was a member of the Alpha Xi Delta Sorority. Jeanne
had a passion for gardening and f lower arranging
and spent over 20 years volunteering at Filoli. Other
endeavors included volunteering for the PTA, Children’s
Home Society, and the Atherlons. Jeanne was happiest
spending time with family and friends and tending her
garden. In lieu of f lowers, the family requests donations
in the name of Jeanne Scherba to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital at 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis TN
38105 (StJude.org) (800) 478-5833.
PAID
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Former Columbine principal to speak
at Hillview Middle School on Monday
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

F

rank DeAngelis was principal of Columbine High
School
1999 when it
became the site of the deadliest
school shooting in the United
States up to that time. He’ll visit
Hillview Middle School on Monday, Jan. 14, for a conversation
about violence in schools.
It’s been nearly 20 years since

two students at the Littleton,
Colorado, high school opened
fire, killing 13 and wounding
more than 20. Since then, there
have been scores of violent incidents at schools across the country, including a mass shooting at
Stoneman Douglas High School
in Parkland, Florida, last year.
DeAngelis will be in conversation with Menlo Park City School
District Superintendent Erik
Burmeister at the event: “From

Joseph John Terhar
January 11, 1945 - December 17, 2018
He was born in Ketchikan,
Alaska as the third of five
children to Anna Jean and
George Terhar. He passed away,
surrounded by his family at
home, after a four month battle
with a rare and aggressive form
of lung cancer.
Joe loved to tell stories of
his childhood in Alaska, his
adventures with his siblings, his
basketball days, and his first job
delivering milk for Darigold.
He graduated from Ketchikan
High in 1963 and then moved
to Seattle to attend the University of Washington where he
graduated in 1967 with a degree in accounting. He was accepted
into the MBA program at Stanford and attended one year
before being drafted into the army. After OCS, he served in the
Adjutant General Corps and was transferred to Ft. Sheridan, IL
and later to Vietnam. After his return, he completed his MBA
program and received his degree in 1972.
During his career in the upcoming Silicon Valley, he worked
at Telesensory Systems, Micropower, and Melchor Venture
Management before becoming a self-employed financial
consultant. In 1993 he was asked to compile and create a
database for the artwork of the Anderson Collection. This grew
into a 25 year job, a great friendship with the family, and a
newfound love of art.
Joe also had an interest in helping out the community, and in
1990 he ran for the school board in the Menlo Park City School
District and served for eight years.
Joe loved his family and he loved his work, but he lived for
cycling. He and his friends pioneered the noon ride through
Portola Valley which continues to this day. He was an early
investor in Wheelsmith, in Palo Alto. For years, he rode in local
races, state championships, and national championships. Even
after retiring, he continued to ride and often prided himself on
being the first up the hill.
At start of the new century, Joe and his wife, Anne, decided
to take on a new project. With his bike clothes in hand, they
drove across country and restored her aunt’s house on Cape
Cod. They spent the next 20 years living bicoastal and enjoying
East Coast summers and flatter bike rides.
Joe had a giant heart and a great love for life and he kept a
sense of humor and a smile throughout his battle with lung
cancer. In lieu of flowers, his family suggests a donation to the
Peninsula Open Space Trust or Mission Hospice.
Joseph is survived by his wife, Anne, of 49 years, his
children, Amy Terhar of San Francisco, and Rebecca Salinas
(Mario) of Santa Rosa, and his grand-daughter, Layla, as well
as his siblings, Robert Terhar of DePere, Wisconsin, Anne
Clinton of Beaverton, Oregon, and Jane Gallagher of Bellevue,
Washington.
A celebration of his life will be held at Holbrook Palmer Park,
in Atherton on January 12, 2019 from 1-2:30 pm.
PA I D
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C olu m bi ne
to Parkland:
Is this the
new normal?”
Now a speaker and consultant on school
safety and
e m e r g e n c y Courtesy of Menlo Park
City School District
management,
Frank
DeAngelis
DeAngelis, was
will share his
the principal of
experience
Columbine High
at ColumSchool at the
bine before,
time of the mass
during and
shooting.
after the 1999
shooting.
DeAngelis, who retired from
Columbine in 2014, will also
discuss violence, guns, and student mental health, among other
topics.
While children are welcome
at the district’s Parent Education
Speaker Series events, due to the
content of this program, parent
discretion is advised.
The event runs from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. in Hillview’s Performing Arts Center, 1100 Elder Ave.
in Menlo Park. There will be
refreshments and free child care.
For more information, visit
mpcsdspeakerseries.com. The
event is free and no RSVP is
necessary. A

Menlo library
going full
STEAM ahead
The Menlo Park Library
will host a five-month activity
series for children and families
focused on “STEAM,” an acronym for science, technology,
engineering, art and math.
Events include an “Instrument Petting Zoo,” in which
children can try out stringed
musical instruments and learn
how they work, as well as listen to an interactive musical
performance. Two events are
scheduled: Thursday, Jan. 17,
from 7 to 8 p.m. at the Menlo
Park main library, 800 Alma St.;
and Sunday, Jan. 27, from 2 to 3
p.m. at the Belle Haven Library
at 413 Ivy Drive.
On Jan. 31 from 4 to 5 p.m.,
the main library will host “Newton in a Nutshell,” a hands-on
lesson for kids in grades 1-5 to
learn about inertia, motion and
gravity. Registration is required
and sign-ups open at noon on
Thursday, Jan. 10.
The program is funded by
Friends of the Menlo Park
Library.
Go to menlopark.org/STEAM
for the full calendar of events.

APPROXIMATELY 2 ACRES IN THE HEART OF ATHERTON
236 CA MINO AL L AGO ATHERTON
• Approximately 2 level acres (87,120
square feet) with rare opportunity to
remodel or build new
• Located in the heart of west Atherton
with amazing privacy and just one-half
mile from Menlo Circus Club
• Circa 1958 mid-century modern
1-story home with 2 bedrooms and
4 full baths
• Guest house with 2 bedrooms,
1 bath, and full kitchen

• Main residence features living room
with ﬁreplace; formal dining room
with wet bar; kitchen; breakfast room;
family room with ﬁreplace; recreation
room with full bar; master suite with
library, 2 ﬁreplaces, and two full baths
• Two-car carport plus signiﬁcant
off-street parking
• Pool and spa, gazebo, loggia, level
lawn, and magniﬁcent gardens
• Excellent Menlo Park schools

Offered at $17,800,000
For ﬂoor plans, additional photos, and information,
please visit www.236CaminoAlLago.com
go.com

& A S S O C I AT E S
Ranked Top 1% Internationally – Coldwell Banker
Ranked #210 Nationally by The Wall Street Journal, 2018
Over $2 Billion in Sales

Residential Brokerage

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

650.400.2933
stephanie@hughcornish.com
CalRE#00897565

HUGH CORNISH

HughCornish.com

650.619.6461
hugh@hughcornish.com
CalRE#00912143

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should
not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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Outside Foster’s Freeze on Oak Grove Avenue in October 1970. Hippo
Hamburgers once occupied the restaurant location across the street.

S T O R Y

Foster’s Freeze closed in September 2015 and has been demolished to make
room for the future “Station 1300,” a development by Greenheart Land Company set
to offer 183 apartments, up to about 200,000 square feet of offices, and up to 29,000
square feet of restaurants, shops or “community-serving” businesses.

Recently digitized city photographs
illuminate a Menlo Park of yesteryear
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

Magoo’s Pizza Parlor, at 639 Santa Cruz Ave., where the Warlocks — the band
that later became the Grateful Dead — played its first gig on May 5, 1965, shown here
in September 1968. The site is now home to Harvest Furniture, shown below.

Archive photos courtesy of Menlo Park Planning Department.
Current photos by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac.
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‘I

t started, honestly, as office
clean up,” said Thomas Rogers,
principal planner at the city of
Menlo Park.
When Menlo Park’s City Hall was
being renovated in 2017, Public Works
Director Justin Murphy delivered a
number of boxes that had been sitting
in his office to Rogers.
In the boxes were hundreds of old
photographs of Menlo Park over the
years, many dating as far back as the
1960s.
In the months that followed, the
Planning Department proceeded to
digitize those photos, which have
been publicly accessible since about
last August, according to Rogers.
They are considered part of the public
domain and are available online via
Flickr, he said.
Many of the photos are from September 1968 when, for some reason
lost to time, the department took
a photographic survey of the city’s
downtown.
Other photographs were slides that
were “kind of random,” Rogers said.
When planning officials were able
to figure out the time period that a
photograph was taken, they listed it
beneath the image, Rogers added.
A few of the interesting things he

learned from the project about the
city’s history are that Kepler’s bookstore used to be located on the other
side of El Camino Real, near where
the Starbucks is in the 800 block;
that Menlo Avenue and Ravenswood
Avenue didn’t intersect at some point
in the past; that Santa Cruz Avenue
had no median running through it at
one time; and that in 1968 the BBC
building was an office for the Richard Nixon/Spiro Agnew presidential
campaign.
To see additional archive photos
and an interactive “before and after”
display of the photos included here, go
to AlmanacNews.com.
The archive photos are also at is.gd/
photos375.
Do you know more about these
photos? Email kbradshaw@almanacnews.com. A
About the cover: The current
British Bankers Club restaurant at
555 Santa Cruz Ave. was built in
1925 and has operated as home to
a bank, City Hall, the city library,
police department, attorneys offices
and a real estate company before
becoming the original British Bankers
Club in 1977. It is shown here in
September 1968 as Republican Party
headquarters during the Nixon
presidential campaign.

C O V E R

S T O R Y

The City Council chambers remain a part of the city’s Burgess Park Civic Center campus. N
New councill chambers
h b
were on the
h table
bl as part off an offer
ff bby JJohn
h A
Arrillaga
ll
to help the city rebuild a new main library with a large meeting space, but that offer was rescinded in October.

Kepler’s Booksrelocated to the Menlo Center, at 1010 El Camino Real, in 1989. Since then,
h
the
h community has
h rallied
ll d to hhelp
l the
h bbeloved
l d bbookstore
k
thrive
h
through
h
h
changing times in the bookselling business.

The Park Theatre at 1275 El Camino Real, shown here in 1968, was built in 1947
and once played host in 1952 to the Bay Area’s premiere of “Singin’ in the Rain,”
according to cinematreasures.org.

The theater, which closed in 2002, was demolished in November 2013. Now, it is
under construction to become a three-story building with four condos, office space
and a ground-floor retail area.
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Boys & Girls Clubs

Give to The Almanac

Holiday Fund
Your gift helps local children
and families in need

C

The organizations below provide
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation
www.siliconvalleycf.org
Rotary Club
of Menlo Park

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

The David and Lucile Packard
Foundation
The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.
All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The Almanac

Name__________________________________________________________
Business Name __________________________________________________

Holiday
Fund
2018

Address ________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

All donors and their gift amounts will be
published in The Almanac unless the boxes below are checked.

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

T I wish to contribute anonymously.
T Please withhold the amount of my
contribution.

Signature ______________________________________________________
I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
OR:

T In honor of:

T In memory of:

T As a gift for:

_____________________________________________________________
(Name of person)
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Provides emergency food, clothing, household
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to
families in need, regardless of religious preference,
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more
than 2,000 households.
Serves over 5,000 students and their families
each year through comprehensive sexual health
education programs. Students learn to have ongoing
communication with parents and to make informed
decisions that will apply to their lives, now and in the
future.

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula.
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals
annually on their path back to permanent housing and
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help
adults improve reading, writing and English language
skills so they can function more effectively at home,
at work and in the community. Basic English classes,
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St.
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and
clothing assistance.

St. Francis Center

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Health Connected

ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers and foundations contributed $150,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations,
foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the
gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page.

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund

Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City.

Please make checks payable to:
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
02 – The Almanac Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145
The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.
A contribution to this fund allows your
donation to be tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law.

Helps low-income, working families become selfsupporting members of the community by providing
long-term solutions through educational programs for
children and parents, as well as after-school programing
at Siena Youth Centers. St. Francis Center also provides
housing, food and clothing services to address shortterm needs.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San
Mateo County, including children, young people and
families, with counseling, prevention, early intervention,
education, and residential programs. StarVista also
provides crisis intervention and suicide prevention
services including a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an
alcohol and drug helpline, and a parent support hotline.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and
other assistance so they can continue their education,
get higher-paying jobs, and serve as role models and
advocates for their children.

N E W S

Thank you for supporting
the Holiday Fund
As of Dec. 31, 132 donors have contributed $118,544
to The Almanac Holiday Fund.
25 Anonymous ................. $19,050

Margo Sensenbrenner ................. *

Cosette & Malcolm Dudley ........ 50

Del Secco Family................... 9,000

Leonard E Shar ........................ 500

Dorothy Saxe........................... 100

Karin Eckelmeyer ..................... 100

Robert & Martha Page ................. *

Nita & Clay Judd ......................... *

C Friesman .................................. *

Sandy Shapero ........................ 200

Emily Conn.............................. 500

Barbara & Gale Fullerton ......... 200

Betty Meissner ........................ 250

Gisela Brugger ..................... 1,000

David Reneau.......................... 150

Douglas Adams ........................... *

Barbara Jacobson .................... 100

Elizabeth McDougall................ 100

Susan Kritzik ........................... 150

Gallo Family ............................ 500

Dianne Ellsworth ..................... 300

Jerry & Shirley Carlson ............. 250

Marilyn Voelke......................... 500

Anne Hillman &
George Comstock................. 1,000

Susan Carey ......................... 1,500

Pegasus Family ..................... 1,000

The Brennan Family ................. 200

Sybille Katz ............................. 200

Scherm Tang Family ................. 300

Volckmann Family ................ 2,000

Thelma L. Smith....................... 100

Barbara & Robert Oliver........... 250

Anne Moser ................................ *

Gail & Susan Prickett ............... 500

Jim Lewis .................................... *

David & Martha Sborov ........... 350

Bill & Nancy Ellsworth ................. *

Vicki Rundorff ............................. *

Susan & Derek Hine................. 250

Lynne S. Fovinci ......................... 75

Joe & Julie Zier ........................ 150

Kathy & Bob Feldman .............. 500

Bob & Barbara Ells .................. 500

Catherine Cerny .......................... *

Charles Bacon &
Cynthia Dusel-Bacon ............... 250

Robert Mullen ......................... 250

In Memory Of

Leslie & Hy Murveit ................. 200

Bill Hewlett & Dave Packard .... 500

Robin Toews.............................. 25

Paul Welander ........................... 25

Marie Anne Friberg .................. 500

Linda Craig ............................. 250

Erika Crowley .............................. *

Margaret Melaney ................... 200

Roger & Pat Witte.................... 100

Walter Robinson.......................... *

Elizabeth Tromovitch................ 120

Janet Cook .............................. 200

James Esposto............................. *

Joan Rubin .............................. 100

Lucy Reid-Krensky ................... 200

Bruce & Ann Willard ............. 1,000

Lorraine Macchello .................. 100

Andrea Julian .......................... 500

Paul Perret .............................. 500

Robert Mullen ......................... 250

Judy & Les Denend .................. 500

In Honor Of

Margaret & Jamis MacNiven .... 100

Mark Weitzel ...................... 10,000

EPAA Students ...................... 1000

Maryann & John Chwalek ........ 200

Mary Kenney & Joe Pasqua .......... *

The Liggett Family ....................... *

Barbara Berry .......................... 100

Anne Cappel ........................ 1,000

Paul Welander ........................... 25

Anne Davison.......................... 100

Claire Brugnoletti of Cleveland,
Ohio ....................................... 100

Don & Catherine Coluzzi ............. *

Bill Wohler .............................. 399

Nancy Stevens ............................. *

Peter Rudd .............................. 100

Betsy & Horace Nash ............... 100

Mar & PoPo Russ ......................... *

Tate Family ......................... 10,000

Barbara & Bill Binder ................... *

Companies & Organizations

Robert & Constance Loarie .......... *

Lynne Davis ............................. 300

Carstens Realty .................. 10,000

Kathleen Elkins ........................... *

Kathy & Bob Mueller ............... 100

George & Sophia Fonti ............ 100

Robert & Barbara Simpson........... *

Menlo Park Fireﬁghters’
Association ............................ 500

Don Lowry & Lynore Tillim........ 100

Bettina McAdoo ...................... 500

Menlo Park Rotary Club ...... 20,000

Marc & MaryAnn Saunders .......... *

Novitsky Family ....................... 250

Grifﬁn & Sons Construction ..... 150

Ronald Clazie .............................. *

Peter Hurlbut............................... *
Annie Strem ................................ *
Robby Babcock ....................... 100
Mae & Jerry................................. *
Marion Softky ......................... 200
Bill Land...................................... *

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund

Civic volunteer, pilot
Bud Eisberg dies at 74
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

P

ortola Valley resident Bud
Eisberg — a town volunteer in civic affairs for
25 years — was also a pilot for
the U.S. Navy and commercial
airlines, a sailor and a fan of
winter sports. His civic activities
included serving on the town’s
oversight panel on architectural
and site development, its public
works committee, and an ad hoc
panel looking into the issues of
affordable housing in town.
Arthur Charles “Bud” Eisberg
died on Dec. 27 while in hospice
care, his wife Lynn Eisberg said.
He was 74.
A memorial service is set for
10 a.m. Saturday, March 16, at
Valley Presbyterian Church at
945 Portola Road in Portola Valley, to be followed by a celebration of life at the Community
Hall nearby at 765 Portola Road.
Eisberg is remembered fondly
by those close to him. His wife
recalled the kindness in his eyes,
a big welcoming smile and loyalty as qualities he was known
for.
“He was just an all-around
good guy,” his friend Robert
Fairbank told The Almanac.
“He was always positive. If you
were to design a person, or a
friend, you would come up with
all the attributes that Bud has.”
“He was just a very dependable
friend who was always there,
always steadfast,” his friend
Everett Egginton said. “He was
entirely selfless. I rarely, if ever,
remember him bringing attention to himself.”
Eisberg did bring attention
to his and his Wyndham Drive
neighbors’ opposition to a Town
Council plan in 2012 to build
eight to 12 condominiums on a
nearby former nursery site, residences intended for people who
could not afford market-rate
housing.
A fan of cottages as affordable housing, Eisberg told the
council he was against “highdensity housing squeezed onto
the nursery parcel, which could
set a precedent for other neighborhoods and adversely affect
our scenic corridors.”
Eisberg was a native of Georgia, and grew up in New Jersey,
where he enjoyed sailing competitively and winter sports,
his wife said. He graduated
from Colgate University with a
bachelor’s degree in economics
and a master’s degree in higher
education administration.
During the Vietnam War and
in his early 20s, Eisberg flew
surveillance aircraft looking
for enemy troops and supplies

c om i n g
south, his
friend Jim
Schear said
in an email.
“Bud was
always
a
calming
i n f luence,
especialBud Eisberg
ly for the
junior enlisted Crewmembers
who were even younger than us
and responded well to his natural leadership,” Schear said. “He
was a gifted pilot, but an even
better Mission Commander.
To assign Bud a mission was to
guarantee its success.”
During those years, he was
periodically deployed to Moffett Field in Mountain View,
and lived in a rented house in
Portola Valley. He came to love
the town, Fairbank said.
Eisberg flew for several commercial airlines, ending his
career with American Airlines.
He once provided perspective
for an Almanac story on residents’ complaints about aircraft
noise. The skies above the Bay
Area are “a dynamic moving
situation and it’s extremely difficult, from an air-traffic controller’s viewpoint, to manage,” he
said. “We’re in an urban area.”
Eisberg picked up the idea of
public service from his father,
who served on a borough council in New Jersey, his wife said in
an email. “Bud enjoyed helping
people and was very good at
facilitating a compromise when
he was on the Architectural
& Site Control Commission,”
she said. He also never minded
handling calls from a county
dispatcher to address an afterhours public works emergency.
Eisberg ran unsuccessfully for
a Town Council seat in 2013.
“I ran a low-key, upfront, selffinanced campaign and did
not throw any darts at the
others,” he said, when asked to
comment.
He enjoyed traveling with his
family to their cabin at Lake
Tahoe, car camping and chartering sailboats in the Caribbean Sea, his wife said. He was
also a reader of biographies and
autobiographies, and books on
war, aviation and adventure,
including works by Ernest K.
Gann, Bill Barich and David
Halberstam.
He is survived by his wife
Lynn; and by his sons, Arthur
Eisberg III of Burlingame, and
John Eisberg of Portola Valley.
The family requests donations
in his memory be made to
Achievetahoe.org, a nonprofit
that supports winter sports for
people with disabilities. A
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Marketplace
The Almanac offers advertising for
Home Services, Business Services and
Employment.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA
The Town of Atherton will accept bids for the following Public
Works Project:

TOWN CENTER PROJECT-- PROJECT NO. 54015
BACKGROUND: In March 2018 The Town of Atherton requested
IPKZMYVTHNYV\WVMWYLX\HSPÄLK.LULYHS*VU[YHJ[VYZ.*»ZMVY
[OL ;V^U *LU[LY 7YVQLJ[ 0U 1\UL  [OL ;V^U YLJLP]LK IPKZ
MYVT[^VVM[OLZLSLJ[LK.*»Z^P[O[OLSV^LZ[ILPUNWLYJLU[
OPNOLY [OHU [OL ,UNPULLYZ» LZ[PTH[LK JVZ[Z  ;OL *P[` *V\UJPS
YLQLJ[LKIV[OIPKZHUKKPYLJ[LK[OLKLZPNU[LHT[V]HS\LLUNPULLY
=,[OLWYVQLJ[[VYLK\JL[OLJVZ[WLYZX\HYLMVV[HUKOH]L[OL
YL]PZLKIPKKVJ\TLU[ZJVTWSL[LKI`LUKVMJHSLUKHY`LHY
;OPZ WYVQLJ[ UV^ YLÅLJ[Z HSS VM [OL *P[` *V\UJPS»Z HWWYV]LK =,
JOHUNLZ HUK PZ UV^ VWLU [V HSS X\HSPM`PUN .LULYHS *VU[YHJ[VYZ
VU ^OPJO [V Z\ITP[ IPKZ  ;OL JOHUNLZ PUJS\KL! YLK\JPUN [OL
U\TILY VM HKK HS[LYUH[P]LZ MYVT UPUL [V VUL THRPUN H U\TILY
VM ÄUPZO HUK TH[LYPHS JOHUNLZ YLTV]PUN PTWYV]LTLU[Z PU [OL
*VYWVYH[PVU@HYKZPTWSPM`PUNZP[LHJJLZZHUKSVNPZ[PJZYLTV]PUN
[OL WOV[V]VS[HPJ 7= MYVT [OL 3PIYHY` KLSL[PUN HSS YLX\PYLK [YLL
YLTV]HSZ HUK KLTVSPZOPUN VM [OL 3PIYHY` HUK 7\ISPJ >VYRZ
I\PSKPUNZWYPVY[VIPK
SCOPE OF WORK: ;OL^VYR[VILJVTWSL[LKPUJS\KLZM\YUPZO
HSSSHIVYLX\PWTLU[HUKTH[LYPHSZHUKWLYMVYTHSS^VYRULJLZZHY`
HUKPUJPKLU[HS[VJVUZ[Y\J[[OL([OLY[VU;V^U*LU[LY7YVQLJ[;OL
;V^U*LU[LYWYVQLJ[NLULYHSS`JVUZPZ[ZVMKLTVSPZOPUN[OLL_PZ[PUN
(KTPUPZ[YH[PVU7VSPJL +LWHY[TLU[ 7+ I\PSKPUNZ Ä_LK HUK
TVK\SHY7+NHYHNLYLUV]H[PVUVM[OLOPZ[VYPJ;V^U/HSSI\PSKPUN
UL^ *P[` /HSS HUK 3PIYHY` ZP[L PTWYV]LTLU[Z HUK YLTV]PUN
YLHSPNUPUN HUK YLI\PSKPUN ZLJ[PVUZ VM [OL L_PZ[PUN (ZOÄLSK 9VHK
HUK+PURLSZWPLS:[H[PVU3HUL
PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS: ( JVTWSL[L ZL[ VM 7SHUZ 
:WLJPÄJH[PVUZ TH` IL VI[HPULK H[ [OL ;V^U VM ([OLY[VU»Z
^LIZP[L H[! O[[W!^^^JPH[OLY[VUJH\ZIPKZHZW_ H[ UV
JVZ[ (KKP[PVUHS PUMVYTH[PVU PZ JVU[HPULK PU ;V^U VM ([OLY[VU
:[HUKHYK :WLJPÄJH[PVUZ ^OPJO HYL H]HPSHISL H[! O[[W!^^^
JPH[OLY[VUJH\Z+VJ\TLU[*LU[LY=PL^*VU[YHJ[VYZOHSSIL
YLZWVUZPISLMVYHU`HKKLUK\TZ[OH[TH`ILWVZ[LKVU[OL;V^U»Z
^LIZP[L5V7SHUOVSKLYZ»SPZ[^PSSILTHKLH]HPSHISL+YH^PUNZ
HUK:WLJPÄJH[PVUZJHUILVI[HPULKH[*VU[YHJ[VY»Z,_WLUZLMYVT!
)7?WYLZZ9LWYVNYHWOPJZ
([[U!>PSS)YV^U
 *LU[YHS(]LU\L
9PJOTVUK*( 
6ɉJL 
PRE-BID CONFERENCE:6U>LKULZKH`1HU\HY` H[
!(4H79,)0+*65-,9,5*,^PSSILOLSKH[[OL/PZ[VYPJ
;V^U/HSS*V\UJPS*OHTILYZH[ (ZOÄLSK9K([OLY[VU*(
SEALED BIDS^PSSILYLJLP]LKH[[OLVɉJLVM[OL*P[`*SLYR 
(ZOÄLSK9VHK([OLY[VU*HSPMVYUPH \U[PS!(47HJPÄJ
:[HUKHYK;PTLVU>LKULZKH`-LIY\HY` H[^OPJO[PTL
IPKZ^PSSILW\ISPJS`VWLULKHUKYLHKHSV\K
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Analysis of Stanford’s growth leaves
unanswered questions
By Gennady Sheyner

P

alo Alto is hoping Stanford University will help
pay for the realignment
of Caltrain rail crossings so
that tracks and roadways will
no longer intersect. Menlo Park
is requesting that the university
consider creating new satellite
lots with new shuttles or a “gondola” moving people from these
lots to the university’s growing
campus.
Mountain View is calling for
the university to pay its “fair
share” for future improvements
to local intersections.
These transportation-centered requests, as well as dozens
of others pertaining to housing, schools and more, were
submitted by Peninsula cities,
agencies and residents as part of
a new environmental analysis
for Stanford’s proposed expansion. The final environmental
Impact report (EIR), which
Santa Clara County released on
Dec. 21, pertains to Stanford’s
application for a “general use
permit” (GUP), which would
allow the university to build
up to 2.275 million square feet
of academic space, 3,150 new
housing units or beds (this
includes 550 that would be
available for faculty, staff, postdoctoral scholars and medical
residents), and 40,000 square
feet for child care centers and
transit hubs by 2035.
Publication of the voluminous document marks a key
milestone for the county’s
review process of a project that
Joe Simitian, president of the
Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors, has described as
the largest development application in the history of the
county, which has jurisdiction
over land not governed by the
cities. But while the new analysis devotes hundreds of pages
to analyzing traffic impacts
(as well as everything from
noise and water quality), it is
unlikely to satisfy city leaders
who for months have been calling for the county to require
stronger action from Stanford
to mitigate the consequences of
its growth.

Traffic

In the new report, the county is noncommittal on most
proposed solutions, including
requiring Stanford to chip in
for Caltrain improvements or
to roll out more Marguerite
shuttles. County officials have
also rejected calls to encourage
more satellite parking lots and
to revise Stanford’s existing
“No Net New Commute Trips”

policy, which currently applies
only to campus-related trips in
the commute direction during
peak hours (8-9 a.m. and 5-6
p.m.)
The policy, which was introduced under Stanford’s last
GUP in 2000, has been the
county’s strongest tool to ensure
Stanford’s growth would not
result in overwhelming traffic. It has spurred Stanford to,
among other things, expand its
Marguerite shuttle program,
increase parking fees and introduce car- and ride-share programs. As a result, Stanford’s
rate of solo drivers has dropped
from 69 percent in 2003 to 43
percent today, according to the
county.

In response to
community concerns,
the county is
requiring Stanford
to pay a ‘fair share’
for improvements at
intersections including
El Camino Real at
Ravenswood Avenue
in Menlo Park.
But while Stanford’s trafficreduction programs are generally viewed as a gold standard in
the region, many are skeptical
that the policy will continue to
hold up in the face of millions of
square feet of new development.
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto
are among those cities that
have argued in favor of a more
expansive definition of “peak
hours,” which they say does not
currently reflect actual travel
patterns. A letter from East Palo
Alto, signed by former Mayor
Ruben Abrica, states that the
city is “gravely concerned about
traffic,” especially given that 84
percent of the peak-hour traffic on University Avenue are
commuters and that Stanford’s
proposal would add about 5,000
new jobs.
Palo Alto expressed similar
concerns and pointed to “a
recent trend of peak spreading,” the tendency of Stanford
commuters to drive just before
or just after the “peak period.”
To support this position, the
city hired a consulting firm,
Hexagon, to review data from
Stanford’s cordon counts. The
consultant noted that even the
county’s environmental analysis
uses the broader “peak period”
times of 7 to 10 a.m. and 4 to 7
p.m. in analyzing intersection
counts.

Hexagon cited its own count
data as evidence that the morning peak hour frequently occurs
after 9 a.m. and the afternoon
peak frequently occurs after 6
p.m.
The county, however, was not
swayed. It offered its own data,
measured twice yearly, which
showed the number of cars
entering and exiting Stanford
during the 8-9 a.m. and 5-6 p.m.
hours decreased between 2012
and 2016. The data also showed
that in every year since 2014,
the pattern of traffic during the
broader peak hours remained
consistent, directly contradicting the Hexagon assertion.
County officials have indicated that they are generally
amenable to Stanford establishing its own programs, provided
that they meet the goals of not
adding new commute traffic
during peak hours.
The EIR identifies several
transportation-related programs that Stanford has proposed to implement as part of
its growth plan. These include
new dedicated bus lanes and
express bus services, dynamic
real-time carpooling apps like
Scoop, the use of parking rates
to discourage driving, financial
incentives for non-drivers and
increased use of telework and
flexible work schedules, according to the EIR.
In response to community
concerns, the county is requiring Stanford to pay a “fair share”
for improvements at intersections that are expected to see an
increase in reverse-commuters.
These include the El Camino
Real and Ravenswood Road
intersection in Menlo Park and
the Alma Street and Charleston
Road intersection in Palo Alto.
The precise share is based on
the number of reverse-commute
trips that would be attributable
to the Stanford project.
Housing

While the county analysis
did not go as far as some cities had wanted in considering
Stanford’s impact on traffic, it
has been largely responsive to
concerns related to housing. In
June, the county released two
new alternatives that would go
well beyond the 3,150 housing
units Stanford proposed. One
would include 5,699 units, while
the other calls for 4,425.
The Board of Supervisors has
also been aggressively pursuing
new policies, independent of the
environmental-analysis process, aimed at requiring more
contributions of money from
See STANFORD, page 21
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Charity soccer
tournament
set for Jan. 19
Soccer players of all ages and
levels are invited to play in a charity tournament on Saturday, Jan.
19, at Sacred Heart Schools in
Atherton. The proceeds from the
event will support a nonprofit that
uses the sport to educate youth
in developing countries to lead
healthier and more productive
lives.
The event will take place in a
three-versus-three format on the
soccer and baseball fields from
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 150 Valparaiso Ave.
Included in the $50 registration
fee is a T-shirt, lunch, and a raffle
ticket for prizes.
As a part of studying social justice at school, Sacred Heart Prep
students Juliana Rosen of Woodside, William Briger of Atherton,
and Kyle Nilsson of Menlo Park
learned about Grassroot Soccer’s
programs, which have taught
sexual education to more than
two million children in close to
50 countries.
Rosen says that she and her
friends decided to put on a familyfriendly fundraiser because “we
wanted to raise awareness for this
organization ... and we have a passion for soccer.”
Go to impact.grassrootsoccer.
org/shs2018 to register.
— By Kate Daly

STANFORD
continued from page 20

Stanford for housing. These
include a new policy that raises
the “affordable housing fee” that
Stanford pays for each square
foot of new development from
$20 to $68.50, effective July 1,
2020. The other requires Stanford to designate 16 percent of
new units to affordable housing.
Stanford last month filed lawsuits in federal and state courts
challenging the new inclusionary-zoning requirement, which
it argues violates the “equal
protection” clauses of the U.S.
and California constitutions. It
also plans to legally challenge
the new impact fee.
Palo Alto argued that the
county should go further and
require Stanford to actually
build housing and transportation improvements before it
constructs new academic space.
The environmental analysis
does not propose such a policy,
noting that the issue is better
suited for a policy debate than
an environmental analysis. A
Gennady Sheyner writes for
the Palo Alto Weekly, The
Almanac’s sister publication.

Public Notices

995 Fictitious Name
Statement

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT OF USE
OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
File No. 278359
The information given below is as it
appeared on the fictitious business
statement that was filed at the County
Clerk-Recorder’s Office.
Registered Owner(s) abandoning the use
of the fictitious business name(s):
KUATA VAINIKOLO
REGISTRANT’S NAME(S):
KUATA VAINIKOLO
1290 Garden St.
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME(S):
KUATA’S DANCE GROUP
1919 Menalto Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
FILED IN SAN MATEO COUNTY ON: July
20, 2018.
THIS BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED BY:
Individual.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk Recorder of San Mateo County on
November 28, 2018.
(ALM Dec. 19, 26, 2018; Jan. 2, 9, 2019)
KUATA’S PERFORMING ARTS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279626
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Kuata’s Performing Arts, located at 1919
Menalto Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
KUATA VAINIKOLO
1290 Garden St.
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 7/30/2018.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
November 28, 2018.
(ALM Dec. 19, 26, 2018; Jan. 2, 9, 2019)
T & G GROUP
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279725
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
T & G Group, located at 1339 Sevier Ave.,
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
TEWODROS NORBERTO MULUGETA
1339 Sevier Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
GAGE NELSON
1234 Stanhope Ln. #263
Hayward, CA 94545
This business is conducted by: Copartners.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 6, 2018.
(ALM Dec. 26, 2018; Jan. 2, 9, 16, 2019)
AUTHENTIC YOU
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279814
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Authentic You, located at 751 Laurel St.
#130, San Carlos, CA 94070, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
ELLEN HOHBACH SCHEETZ
2690 San Carlos Avenue
San Carlos, CA 94070
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on March 4, 2014.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 14, 2018.
(ALM Dec. 26, 2018; Jan. 2, 9, 16, 2019)
MMACCH ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279721
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Mmacch Architectural Drafting, located at
287 Hedge Rd., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County.

Registered owner(s):
MARIA ELENA PERRETTI
287 Hedge Rd.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 6, 2018.
(ALM Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2019)

THOR HAULING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279722
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Thor Hauling, located at 2115 Jefferson
Ave., Redwood City, CA 94062, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
RODRIGO COTRIN PERRETTI
2115 Jefferson Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94062
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 6, 2018.
(ALM Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2019)
ANGEL EYES
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 279771
The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as:
Angel Eyes located at 1402 Stafford Street,
Redwood City, CA 94063, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
ANGELITA VALLE
124 B Street
Redwood City, CA 94063
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 02/05/2014.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 11, 2018.
(ALM Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2019)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE Trustee Sale
No. 18-00063-2 Loan No: ZILKA APN 080040-080-6 NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED. (The above statement is made
pursuant to CA Civil Code Section
2923.3(d)(1). The Summary will not be
recorded pursuant to CA Civil Code
Section 2923.3(a). It will be mailed to the
Trustor(s) and/or vested owner(s) only,
pursuant to CA Civil Code Section
2923.3(d)(2).) YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER
A DEED OF TRUST, ASSIGNMENT OF
LEASES AND RENTS AND SECURITY
AGREEMENT (INCLUDING FIXTURE FILING)
DATED FEBRUARY 1, 2017. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER. On January 29, 2019, at 01:00
PM, at the Marshall Street entrance to the
Hall of Justice and Records, 400 County
Center, Redwood City, CA 94061, FIDELITY
NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY, as the duly
appointed Trustee (the “Trustee”), under
and pursuant to the power of sale
contained in that certain Deed of Trust,
Assignment of Leases and Rents and
Security Agreement (including Fixture
Filing) recorded on February 10, 2017, as
Instrument No. 2017-012987 of official
records in the office of the Recorder of San
Mateo County, CA, executed by: ARIK
ASLAN ZILKA, AN INDIVIDUAL, as Trustor
(the “Trustor”), in favor of 1125 BC2 LLC, A
CALIFORNIA LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
as Beneficiary, and any modifications
thereto are collectively referred to herein
from time to time as the “Deed of Trust”,
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE
HIGHEST BIDDER, in lawful money of the
United States, all payable at the time of
sale, that certain property situated in said

County, California describing the land
therein as: THE LAND REFERRED TO
HEREIN BELOW IS SITUATED IN THE TOWN
OF PORTOLA VALLEY, COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND IS
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: A PORTION OF
THAT CERTAIN 77.58 ACRE TRACT
CONVEYED BY DEED FROM RUDOLF
ISENBERG, ET UX, TO MELVYN E. PRATT, ET
UX, DATED AUGUST 20, 1948 AND
RECORDED AUGUST 25,1948 IN BOOK
1561 OF OFFICIAL RECORDS AT PAGE 239,
RECORDS OF SAN MATEO COUNTY,
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: BEGINNING AT
STATION 23-15.92 OF THE SIMONIC TRAIL
AS SAID STATION AND TRAIL ARE SHOWN
UPON MAP ATTACHED TO DEED FROM
RUDOLF ISENBERG, ET UX, TO L.E.
MCCLELLAN, ET UX, DATED SEPTEMBER 8,
1950 AND RECORDED OCTOBER 6,1950 IN
BOOK 1953 OF OFFICIAL RECORDS AT
PAGE 376; THENCE NORTHWESTERLY 660
FEET, MORE OR LESS, IN A DIRECT LINE TO
STATION 95-27.40 OF THE RAPLEY TRAIL
AS SAME IS SHOWN ON MAP ATTACHED
TO SAID DEED TO PRATT; THENCE ALONG
SAID RAPLEY TRAIL NORTH 73°27’ WEST
145.43 FEET AND NORTH 11°17’ WEST 30
FEET, MORE OR LESS TO THE CENTER OF
CARBONATO GULCH; THENCE WESTERLY
UP SAID GULCH 430 FEET, MORE OR LESS,
TO THE MOST WESTERLY CORNER OF SAID
TRACT SO CONVEYED TO PRATT, SAID
CORNER BEARING S. 43°20’ EAST 340 FEET
FROM STATION 40-36.62 OF SAID RAPLEY
TRAIL; THENCE ALONG THE
SOUTHWESTERLY BOUNDARY OF
PROPERTY SO CONVEYED TO PRATT S.
43°20’ EAST APPROXIMATELY 1350 FEET TO
A POINT WHICH BEARS NORTH 46°EAST
FROM STATION 17-09.94 OF SAID SIMONIC
TRAIL; THENCE NORTH 46°40’ EAST
APPROXIMATELY 335 FEET TO THE
PROLONGATION OF THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED COURSE JOINING STATION
23-15.92 OF THE SIMONIC TRAIL WITH
STATION 95-27.40 OF THE RAPLEY TRAIL;
THENCE NORTHWESTERLY ALONG SAID
PROLONGATION 250 FEET, MORE OR LESS,
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING. GRANTEES
SHALL HAVE NO RIGHT TO DIG OR USE
WATER FROM ANY WELL IN THE OTHER
SAID LANDS CONVEYED TO THE
GRANTORS IN THAT CERTAIN DEED FROM
RUDOLF ISENBERG ET UX TO THE
GRANTORS RECORDED IN VOL. 1561 PAGE
239, SAN MATEO COUNTY RECORDS AND
THE GRANTORS SHALL NOT, NOR SHALL
ANY GRANTEE OR GRANTORS, HAVE ANY
RIGHT TO DIG OR USE WATER FROM ANY
WELL HEREAFTER EXISTING IN THOSE
LAND HEREBY CONVEYED, EXCEPT IN
EITHER CASE SUCH WELL MAY BE DUG OR
WATER BE USED WITH THE CONSENT OF
THE OWNER OF THE LANDS ON WHICH
SUCH WELL MAY BE LOCATED. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
Property itself. Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically
entitle you to free and clear ownership of
the Property. You should also be aware
that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at
the auction, you are or may be responsible
for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the Property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this Property by contacting
the county recorder’s office or a title
insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may
hold more than one mortgage or deed of
trust on the Property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown
on this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee,
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale. If
you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for the sale

of this Property, you may call 714.730.2727
or visit this Internet Website www.
servicelinkasap.com, using the file number
assigned to this case 18-00063-2.
Information about postponements that
are very short in duration or that occur
close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the
telephone information or on the Internet
Website. The best way to verify
postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. The real Property
heretofore described is being sold “as is”.
The street address and other common
designation, if any, of the real Property
described above is purported to be: 5922
ALPINE RD, PORTOLA VALLEY, CA The
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address
and other common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be made
without covenant or warranty, express or
implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining
unpaid balance of the obligations secured
by and pursuant to the power of sale
contained in that certain Deed of Trust
(together with any modifications thereto).
The total amount of the unpaid balance of
the obligations secured by the Property to
be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of this Notice of
Trustee’s Sale is estimated to be
$889,843.74 (Estimated), provided,
however, prepayment premiums, accrued
interest and advances will increase this
figure prior to sale. Beneficiary’s bid at said
sale may include all or part of said
amount. In addition to cash, the Trustee
will accept a cashier’s check drawn on a
state or national bank, a check drawn by a
state or federal credit union or a check
drawn by a state or federal savings and
loan association, savings association or
savings bank specified in Section 5102 of
the California Financial Code and
authorized to do business in California, or
other such funds as may be acceptable to
the trustee. In the event tender other than
cash is accepted, the Trustee may withhold
the issuance of the Trustee’s Deed Upon
Sale until funds become available to the
payee or endorsee as a matter of right. The
Property offered for sale excludes all funds
held on account by the Property receiver,
if applicable. DATE: December 21, 2018
FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY,
TRUSTEE 18-00063-2 1101 Investment
Blvd., Suite 170 El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
916-636-0114 Sara Berens, Authorized
Signor SALE INFORMATION CAN BE
OBTAINED ON LINE AT www.
servicelinkasap.com AUTOMATED SALES
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 714.730.2727
A-4680485 01/09/2019, 01/16/2019,
01/23/2019
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF
NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN
MATEO
Case No.: 18CIV06688
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS:
Petitioner: KOUROSH RICHARD DALILISHOAIE filed a petition with this court for
a decree changing names as follows:
KOUROSH RICHARD DALILI-SHOAIE to
KOUROSH RICHARD DALILI.
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated
below to show cause, if any, why the
petition for change of name should not
be granted. Any person objecting to the
name changes described above must
file a written objection that includes the
reasons for the objection at least two
court days before the matter is scheduled
to be heard and must appear at the
hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written
objection is timely filed, the court may
grant the petition without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING: February 6, 2019,
9:00 a.m., Dept.: PJ of the Superior Court
of California, County of San Mateo, located
at 400 County Center, Redwood City, CA
94063.
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior to
the date set for hearing on the petition
in the following newspaper of general
circulation, printed in this county:
THE ALMANAC
Date: December 18, 2018
/s/ Susan Irene Etezadi
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
(ALM Jan. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2019)
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Almanac Staff Writer

T

he roots for one of the
area’s most popular granola brands and a growing
local business can be traced back
to when Brian Tetrud, the CEO of
Ladera Foods, was a kid growing
up in the community of Ladera.
He was one of three children
in his family and the son of two
doctors. His health-conscious
mother, Dr. Karen Butterfield,
an internist at Palo Alto Medical
Foundation, decided to create
her own granola recipe after
a local brand raised its prices.
After some experimentation,
Butterfield arrived at a concoction that quickly became popular with family and friends, as
Tetrud explains. “It was clear we
had a winner.”
Tetrud left home to attend
Ithaca College after graduating from Menlo-Atherton High
School, and began working in
the field of renewable energy.
In the summer of 2010, he was
working in Washington, D.C.,
when his mom came to visit and
she, in passing, suggested starting a business with their family
granola recipe.
So he decided to give it a shot.
He spent about a year gathering feedback and learning the
process to build a food business.
He talked to Kevin Bianchini,
owner of Bianchini’s Market
in Ladera, to figure out how to
package the product and learned
what needed to be on the packaging. He talked to founders of
other granola companies, like at
“Bear Naked.”
Slowly, the path forward
became more clear, and he was
on his way. He obtained the necessary permits and approvals,

and with the help of a lawyer
incorporated the business.
From his previous work, he
had about $100,000 to invest in
the company. His mother provided a loan to start, and he took
out other loans. He also raised
money from friends and family.
Finally, in July 2011, he
launched the granola product
at Bianchini’s Market. Manufacturing started in Redwood
City, at the site of Angel Heart
Cakes Bakery. Later, the company moved to San Mateo. Now, its
operations are back in Redwood
City, off of Seaport Boulevard.
“It started out as a one-man
show,” said Tetrud, now 30. He
he started doing just about everything himself — demonstrations,
food production, deliveries, sales
and accounting. “It helped me
understand every aspect of the
business.”
However, to expand the business, he had to enlist the help
of people in the community,
he said. He’s kept things local,
hiring fellow M-A High School
grads Dylan Torres as director of
sales and John Eberli as marketing manager and social media
guru. Now, about a dozen people
are involved in the operation —
the equivalent of about seven
full-time employees.
The business has evolved and
now generates revenue from
three sources: retail, catering and
co-packing. On the retail front,
the granola Ladera produces is
sold in 1,500 stores and Amazon.
The company also supplies local
corporate catering entities that
feed employees at Stanford, Twitter and Paypal, among others.
The third piece of their business,
“co-packing,” involves packaging
other companies’ products.
Tetrud’s family has lived in

Gills return with Broadway
tunes for benefit concert
Father and daughter Steve and
Anne Gill will be back on stage
to present “The 1950s: When
Broadway Ruled” for the 17th
annual benefit concert for The
LightHouse for the Blind and
Visually Impaired on Saturday
and Sunday, Jan. 12 and 13, at
Menlo School.
The Gills will be joined by
Menlo School alumni in presenting highlights from “some
of Broadway’s most beloved
musicals,” according to Nancy Gill, Anne’s mother and

a co-organizer of the annual
event. Those musicals include
“Guys and Dolls,” “The Sound
of Music,” “My Fair Lady,” West
Side Story, and The King and I.”
The performances begin at
7:30 p.m. in the school’s Spieker
Ballroom.
Anne Gill was left blind and
brain-injured in a car accident in
1997. Her dad, a veteran Bay Area
actor/singer and the founder of
Menlo School’s Fine Arts Program, organized the first benefit
concert for the Lighthouse in
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Photo by Magali Gauthier

Brian Tetrud, founder of Ladera Foods, adds cooked granola to a machine that then weighs it into
individual bags at the company’s headquarters in Redwood City.

Ladera since 1991. As Tetrud
has launched his business, he
drew inspiration for its name
from the Ladera community,
which has rallied to support
him — Bianchini’s Market in
the Ladera shopping center was
the first business to sell Tetrud’s
granola, and Ladera-based family and friends were some of the
business’ first investors. Today, a
number of the business’ employees are also from Ladera.
Setting up shop in Silicon Valley brings with it pros and cons
— on the positive side, Tetrud
said, there have been a number
of investors and supporters who
have provided helpful business
advice, including Roy Johnson
of Ladera, who, Tetrud said, has
been an active investor.
On the negative side, retaining
talent has been a challenge, due
to competition in the job market.

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Caesar Aguilar spreads granola onto baking sheets for baking at the
company’s Redwood City headquarters.

Over the years, the company has expanded to sell three
types of granola: the original
nine-ingredient recipe, which
contains cinnamon and cardamom; cocoa almond, which
Tetrud describes as a healthful

version of “Cocoa Puffs”; and the
nut-free vanilla-quinoa granola,
which contains seeds instead of
nuts for protein.
“It’s the same product we grew
up with,” Tetrud said.
The recipes, he said, are simple, and the granola contains less
sugar than other brands.
“It’s just made of stuff you’d
find in your pantry,” he said.
“That is something we’ve stuck
to our guns about.”
Eberli, 28, says that granola
is surprisingly versatile. Tasked
with marketing a crunchy snack
most people associate with

1999, Nancy Gill said.
Anne’s parents had been “frustrated to discover that while
many programs serve those with
traumatic brain injuries and
others help the blind and visually impaired, very few resources
are designed to help people like
(Anne) who have multiple disabilities,” Nancy Gill explained.
They were “delighted” to discover LightHouse, which offers
programs at its Enchanted Hills
Camp for visually impaired
adults who have other disabilities
as well, she said.
Previous concerts have raised
$115,000 in donations — funds
that have allowed dozens of
adults with multiple impairments

to receive full or partial scholarships to attend Enchanted Hills
Camp, Nancy Gill said in a press
release. “Like Anne, they enjoy
spending five days in the Napa
Hills participating in activities
like horseback riding, swimming
and hiking with a remarkable,
inspiring staff,” she said.
The proceeds of this year’s concert will be used to help rebuild
the many sections of the camp,
including 10 cabins, staff housing
and recreational areas, that were
destroyed by the Napa wildfires
of 2017, she said.
A $20 donation is requested.
The seating will be first-come,
first seated.
Menlo School is located at 50

The granola

breakfast or camping, he says he
tries to attract customers who
don’t already eat it. “Don’t think
about it as a cereal,” he said.
Instead, he suggests, think about
it as a topping — add it to yogurt,
salads, fruit or oatmeal, or as a
supplement for a baking project.
“It is a premium granola, but
we like it that way,” Tetrud said.
“We want it to be the best.”
For recipes and serving suggestions, see Ladera Foods’ Instagram at @laderafoods. Photos
come from customers and people who use their products in
different ways. A

Photo by Michelle Longosz

Anne and Steve Gill will be
joined by Menlo School alumni
to performance music from
Broadway hits.

Valparaiso Ave. in Atherton. For
more information, email Nancy
Gill at gillnancyg@gmail.com or
call 650-948-4648.

Food&Drink
Satisfying

SUSHI

By Ruth Schechter | Photos by Veronica Weber
The finished Fire Dragon roll, filled with shrimp tempura, spicy tuna and kanikama, and drizzled with the house sauce.

Octopus offers ample, creative sushi rolls in Menlo Park

R

elease the Kraken! And while you’re at it, bring
out a Mad Dragon, a Lava King and a Drunken
Tiger. Maybe even a Foxy Lady.
While the campy film “Clash of the Titans” has nothing to do with the menu at Octopus Japanese Restaurant
in Menlo Park, someone was inspired enough to name
one of the special sushi rolls after that classic monster. In
fact, someone was pretty motivated about naming most
of the restaurant’s specialty items with wit and whimsy.
Thankfully, each of the 50-plus rolls includes a photo
and detailed description of its contents on a multi-paged
menu.
Like many foods we’ve adopted from other countries,
Americans have given sushi our own spin. Purists may
object to fusion-style sushi — the oversize rolls with
nontraditional ingredients like jalapeños, cream cheese
or even Spam. The rolls at Octopus are more civilized
and the contents more traditional. And size does matter.
My favorite was the Ask Jamie ($15.50) stuffed with
unagi (eel), avocado, mango and macadamia nuts,
topped with thin slices of hamachi and salmon and
drizzled with savory-sweet unagi sauce. It was an intricate blend of flavors, with the more delicate fish layered
on top so they are not overwhelmed by the heavier tones
from the fillings, and the crunch of the nuts is counterpointed by the creamy smoothness of the avocado.
In fact, that point-counterpoint was a strong suit in
all the rolls we sampled. Avocado coupled with crisp
cucumber, velvety seared tuna paired with pops of salty
fish roe, spicy tuna matched with low-key tempura. The
attention to texture was just as apparent as the freshness

of the ingredients. Rolls are large and tight, yet fish hold
their own, offering just enough give when you bite —
yielding without being mushy.
The Kraken ($20) really was a monster, loaded with
hamachi, salmon, crab and cucumber, topped with spicy
octopus, salmon, unagi and avocado. Despite the variety
of ingredients, it was easy to detect the more subtle components despite the more aggressive ones, including the
somewhat heavy hand with the sauces layered on top.
The same goes for the Fire Dragon ($15.50), composed
of shrimp tempura, spicy tuna and kanikama (imitation
crab) inside, with tuna, hamachi, ebi, avocado, roe and
green onions on top. This roll, like several others on the
menu, is marked as spicy but the spiciness was subtle,
not overpowering.
Each dish we ordered was attractive in presentation.
Rolls were assembled with care and very generous in
size, though some of the compositions could be challenging to eat.
Octopus took over the location from longtime occupant Akasaka and redid the interior with wood flooring,
pumpkin-colored walls and rustic architectural elements. Owner Jeffrey Son has 10 years’ experience working in Japanese restaurants and opened Octopus about
18 months ago in partnership with his father, who has
been in the restaurant business for more than 30 years.
Together they come up with the roll concoctions, often
with help from the staff members, while Son invents the
names. A friend created the distinctive restaurant logo.
See SUSHI, page 24

Chef Kyung Son layers tuna, hamachi, ebi and avocado
atop a Fire Dragon roll at Octopus Japanese Restaurant in
Menlo Park.
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Talks & Lectures

Q C A L E N DA R
Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Theater

Benefit Concert for LightHouse for the Blind Steve
and Anne Gill along with Menlo School alumni present the
17th annual benefit concert for The LightHouse for the
Blind, “The 1950s—When Broadway Ruled.” Proceeds will
help rebuild The Enchanted Hills Camp, which lost half of
its buildings in the 2017 Napa fires. Jan. 12 and 13, 7:30-9
p.m. $20 requested donation. Spieker Hall, Menlo School,
50 Valparaiso Ave., Atherton.
7KHDWUH:RUNV6LOLFRQ9DOOH\3UHVHQWV¶)URVW1L[RQ·
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley kicks off the new year
with the Tony and Olivier Award-nominated drama
“Frost/Nixon.” Directed by Leslie Martinson. Jan.
16, 8-9:30 p.m. $40-$100. Mountain View Center for
the Performing Arts, 500 Castro St., Mountain View.
theatreworks.org/201819-season/201819-season/
frostnixon

Concerts

'LDQH0LOR¶:LWKD/LWWOH+HOSIURPP\)ULHQGV· The
Pear Flambe Cabaret series continues with Diane Milo’s
“With a Little Help from my Friends.” Featuring Bay Area
vocalists, this event is also a farewell performance celebrating Milo’s 24 years of musical theater. Jan. 11, 7:30-9:30
p.m. $25-$30. The Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St.,
Mountain View. Search facebook.com/events for more info.
Branford Marsalis Quartet The Branford Marsalis Quartet performs live at Stanford on Jan. 16, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
$42-$72. Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. arts.
stanford.edu/event

Dance

0DQ]LONH$QGDD].DWKDNVRORE\$WKHQD1DLU Dancer
Athena Nair will perform different aspects of Kathak, Indian
classical dance, accompanied by musicians. Jan. 13,
5:30-7:30 p.m. $8-$14. Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian
Way, Palo Alto. Search brownpapertickets.com/event for
more info.

Festivals & Fairs

.LGV·&DUQLYDO Hiller Aviation Museum’s special program
for kids features aircraft checkouts, cockpit exploration, glider and helicopter construction and more. Jan.
13, 10 a.m.-noon. Free with admission. Hiller Aviation
Museum, 601 Skyway Road, San Carlos. hiller.org/event/
kids-carnival-18

¶%LUGV%DWVDQG3WHURVDXUVWKH,QGHSHQGHQW(YROXWLRQVRI3RZHUHG)OLJKW· The Menlo Park Library hosts
a presentation by biologist Maria Viteri of Stanford’s Hadly
Lab, who discusses how vertebrates got off the ground.
Jan. 9, 7-8 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Main Library, 800 Alma
St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org/birds
¶)URP&ROXPELQHWR3DUNODQG,V7KLVWKH1HZ
1RUPDO"·$)LUHVLGH&KDWZLWKUHWLUHG&ROXPELQH
+LJK6FKRRO3ULQFLSDO)UDQN'H$QJHOLVDQG03&6'
6XSHULQWHQGHQW(ULN%XUPHLVWHU An open conversation
about violence, guns, schools, student mental health and
more. DeAngelis shares his experience as the principal of
Columbine before, during and after the 1999 shooting. Jan.
14, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. Hillview Middle School, 1100 Elder
Ave., Menlo Park. mpcsdspeakerseries.com/events.html

Family

6HFRQG6XQGD\)DPLO\'D\ Family Day at Stanford’s art
center features hands-on art, gallery talks, story time and
more. For all ages. Jan. 13, 11 a.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. Search
events.stanford.edu for more info.
¶7KH:RQGHUVRI:RRO· In this class participants explore
the history of wool use around the world, interact with
sheep and use some Hidden Villa wool to create crafts to
take home. Jan. 13, 1:30-3 p.m. $25. Hidden Villa, 26870
Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org

Museums & Exhibits

%D\/8*·VWK$QQXDO+ROLGD\6KRZ BayLUG’s 15th
Annual Holiday Show spresents holiday scenes in a miniature Lego city. This event is family friendly. Through Jan. 13,
Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $3. Museum of American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto.
7KH'DQFLQJ6RZHL3HUIRUPLQJ%HDXW\LQ6LHUUD
Leone This exhibition focuses on one spectacular work
in the Cantor’s collection — a sowei mask, used by the
women-only Sande Society that is unique to Sierra Leone.
Ongoing until December; Mondays, Wednesdays, FridaysSundays 11 a.m.-5 p.m. and Thursdays 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
.DKOLO-RVHSK¶%/.1:6· Kahlil Joseph, a visiting artist
in the new Presidential Residencies on the Future of the
Arts program, presents his work “BLKNWS,” a two-channel
video projection that blurs the lines between art, journalism,
entrepreneurship and cultural critique. Through June 16,
times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at
Museum Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
¶3DLQWLQJ1DWXUHLQWKH$PHULFDQ*LOGHG$JH· The
Cantor Arts Center’s exhibition considers how nature was

depicted by American artists from the 1880s to 1910, an
era of unprecedented industrialization and urban development. Through landscapes, portraits and still lifes, the
exhibition delves into the importance of nature for artists
and the public. Through Aug. 25, times vary. Free. Cantor
Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford.
museum.stanford.edu/exhibitions
¶9LQWDJH7R\V,W·V&KLOG·V3OD\· The museum presents
a variety of antique toys that belonged to children of the
past. This exhibition covers the origins of playtime, toy factories, toy trains, builder toys and more, and aims to evoke
childhood memories over the decades. Through Feb.
17, times vary. Free. Museum of American Heritage, 351
Homer Ave., Palo Alto. moah.org
¶:LQJV2YHU5HGZRRG&LW\2ULJLQVRI6DQ0DWHR
&RXQW\$YLDWLRQ· The San Mateo County History Museum
presents historian Barbara Wilcox who conducts an illustrated discussion, “Wings Over Redwood City: Origins of
San Mateo County Aviation.” Wilcox acquaints the audience with the story of San Mateo County’s earliest aviation
days, how Redwood City lost out to Mills Field — today’s
San Francisco International Airport — and how locals can
explore that history today. Jan. 12, 1-3 p.m. Free, with
museum admission ($4-$6). San Mateo County History
Museum, 2200 Broadway St., Redwood City. redwoodcity.
org
3RUWROD$UW*DOOHU\3UHVHQWV¶$UWLVWLF-RXUQH\V· The
Portola Art Gallery presents “Artistic Journeys,” a joint exhibition by Inna Cherneykina and Jan Prisco. The exhibition
of oil and pastel paintings includes colorful still life and landscape scenes from the artists’ collections. Through Jan.
31, Mondays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Portola
Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park.
Public Access TV Station Tour Midpen Media Center
offers tours so residents can get to know their local public
access station. The studio is full HD and ready to create
community programming. There are also youth programs
offered. Jan. 10, 22; 6 p.m. Free. Midpen Media Center,
900 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. midpenmedia.org/
workshops/orientation

sustainable garden that attracts local birds. Jan. 14, 7-8
p.m. Free. Menlo Park Main Library, 800 Alma St., West
Menlo Park. menlopark.org/adults
-XQLRU5DQJHUV¶$OO$ERXW%LUGV· Join a San Mateo
County Park ranger for an introduction to birds and birding. Learn how to identify birds by their coloration, shape
and behavior through activities. Participants dissect an owl
pellet as well. Jan. 15, 4-5 p.m. Free. 800 Alma St., Menlo
Park. menlopark.org
0XVKURRP6SHFLDOW\7RXUV Filoli’s mushroom hikes are
intended for visitors new to the world of mushrooms and
enthusiasts interested in discovering what fungi are fruiting
on Filoli’s nature preserve. Visitors learn about the important ecosystems of fungi and how to spot mushrooms on
the forest floor. This 90-minute hike traverses 2-3 miles
of uneven terrain including moderate hills. The trails are
not stroller or wheelchair accessible. Bring water, walking
shoes and clothing for light rain. Heavy rain cancels the
hike. Children 5 and older are welcome to attend. Jan.
8-Feb. 16, Tuesdays and Saturdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
$15. Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road, Woodside. filoli.
org/event/mushroom-specialty-tours

Food & Drink

Bread Baking Collect herbs from Hidden Villa’s education garden, sift flour, knead the dough and enjoy breaking
bread in the company of others. Jan. 12, 10:30 a.m.-noon.
$30. Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org/programs
&DPHOOLD6SHFLDOW\7RXUV On this guided garden walk,
participants learn about the special characteristics of
many varieties of camellias, including fragrance, blooming months, where they fit in the landscape design and
the history of camellias at Filoli, some of which are more
than 70 years old. Through Feb. 21, times vary. $15. Filoli
Gardens, 86 Old Canada Road, Woodside. filoli.org/event/
camelia-tours
¶*UHHQ&OHDQ·XVLQJQRQWR[LFSURGXFWVDW3RUWROD
Valley Library Cynthia Knowles of San Mateo County’s
Environmental Health Services will discuss techniques to
clean safely and green for a pest- and mold-free home.
Sign up at the branch by calling 650-851-0560 to go home
with a green cleaning kit. While supplies last. Jan. 10, 11:15
a.m.-noon. Free. Portola Valley Library, 765 Portola Road,
Portola Valley.
*UHHQKRXVH6SHFLDOW\7RXUV Tour Filoli’s historic greenhouses with a Filoli docent. Learn the history of the greenhouses and nursery, their historic and present uses and
view the plant collections. Through Feb. 16, Fridays and
Saturdays, 2-3:30 p.m. $15. Filoli Gardens, 86 Old Canada
Road, Woodside. filoli.org/event
9LGHRDQG'LVFXVVLRQ¶5HVWRULQJ1DWXUH·V5HODWLRQVKLSV·DWDONE\'RXJ7DOODP\ Participants learn how
and why to change the landscape to support birds, butterflies and biodiversity. Talk followed by discussion. Jan.
12, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Free. Peninsula Conservation Center,
3921 E. Bayshore Road, Palo Alto. Search eventbrite.com
for more info.

3RUWROD9DOOH\)DUPHUV0DUNHW Portola Valley Farmers
Market offers locally grown organic produce, prepared
foods and artisan crafts at the town center, with parking
available. Thursdays, 2-5 p.m. Free. Portola Town Center,
765 Portola Road, Portola Valley. goodrootsevents.com/
portola-valley-farmers-market.html

Lessons & Classes

.LGV3DSHUFXS3DUURWV The Menlo Park Library hosts a
workshop for kids ages 3-5, where they create paper-cup
parrots. Jan. 12, 10:30-11:15 a.m. Free. Menlo Park Library,
800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org
¶(IIHFWLYH-RE6HDUFK· Jobtrain shows job seekers how
to tap into the job market and to take advantage of various resources. Jan. 15, 1:30-3 p.m. Free. Jobtrain, 1200
O’Brien Drive, Menlo Park. Search eventbrite.com for more
info.

Health & Wellness
&ODVVLF0RPV5XQ&OXE$5XQQLQJ6XSSRUW*URXS
The classic Moms Run Club meets weekly for six weeks
to jog and chat for 3 miles. Weekly topics are given for the
group to discuss, but the discussion topics are flexible.
Through Feb. 9, Saturdays, 8 a.m. $60 for all six meetups
per participant. Lake Lagunita, Mayfield and Lomita, Stanford. kjerstinelson.com/moms-run-club

Outdoor Recreation

¶$WWUDFWLQJ%LUGVWR<RXU*DUGHQ· The Menlo Park
Library hosts experts from the UC Master Gardener Program of San Mateo and San Francisco counties, sharing
information on how to create an aesthetically pleasing and

%W[IVI¾IGX[IEVIKVEXIJYPJSVXLI
VIPEXMSRWLMTW[ILEZIFYMPXXLMW]IEV
;IPSSOJSV[EVHXS[SVOMRKXSKIXLIV
XSEGLMIZIKVIEXXLMRKWMR*VSQ
SYV6SWWIXXM6IEPX]JEQMP]XS]SYVW[I
[MWL]SYE,ETT]2I[=IEV½PPIH[MXL
LETTMRIWWLIEPXLERHTVSWTIVMX]
%PEQIHE(I0EW4YPKEW`7YMXI'
1IRPS4EVO`'%
`+EMP$6SWWIXXM6IEPX]GSQ
[[[6SWWIXXM6IEPX]GSQ
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Teens

$IWHU6FKRRO&XOLQDU\$GYHQWXUHV This program
teaches teens creative ways farmers utilize their products
all year round. They prepare nutritious recipes using fresh,
seasonal produce. No previous experience required. Jan.
15, 4-6 p.m. $375. Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los
Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org/programs
1<0%&3UHVHQWV.LHUVWHQ:KLWH $GULHQQH<RXQJ
at Palo Alto Not Your Mother’s Book Club presents New
York Times-bestselling author Kiersten White in celebration
of “Slayer,” book one in her new series set in the world of
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” Kiersten will be in conversation with Adrienne Young, author of the fantasy “Sky in the
Deep.” Free. Books Inc., 855 El Camino Real, Palo Alto.
booksinc.net/event

SUSHI
continued from page 23

The restaurant also features excellent-quality traditional Japanese dishes, including katsu, teriyaki,
maki, sashimi and nigiri. The bento box ($13.50 for
two items) is generous in size and attractive visually.
The option I chose included sweet salmon teriyaki
and crisp vegetable tempura, and came with miso
soup and firm, tasty rice. The nabeyaki udon soup
($15.50) came loaded with thick, dense noodles
garnished with chunks of carrot, zucchini, daikon
and enokitake mushrooms, all topped with a large
shrimp tempura.
Service was inconsistent, wavering between personable and responsive one evening to perfunctory
and rushed another. Sitting at the bar eliminates
that X factor, with direct interaction with the sushi
chefs.
Octopus has a lot going for it: creative fusion cuisine, high-quality ingredients, good value and a
plethora of selections. You don’t have to be a fan of
monsters to find a satisfying experience there. A

Home & Garden

Q I N F OR M ATI ON

Octopus
Japanese Restaurant
925 El Camino Real
Menlo Park
650-600-8794
octopusjapanese.com
Hours: Lunch, Monday-Friday,
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.;
Dinner, Monday-Friday 5-9 p.m.
and Saturday 4-9 p.m.
Closed Sunday.
Credit cards: Yes
Reservations: Yes
Catering: No
Takeout: Yes
Outdoor seating: No
Parking: Street
Alcohol: Wine, beer, sake
Happy Hour: Yes
Noise level: Low
Bathroom cleanliness: good
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Unrivaled Coastal Retreat
Become part of California’s coastline legacy with 175 acres that offers pristine wilderness,
organic farmlands, secluded beachfront, and a 19th century farmhouse. Just one hour from
hustling Silicon Valley and six miles north of Santa Cruz, California, famous for world-class
surfing, this unique piece of private coastline provides an exclusive retreat, your very own
organic farm, orchard, or vineyard, and an unrivaled entertaining venue.
New Price: $23,750,000 · Santa Cruz · ±175 acres
CoastsideRanch.com

Michael Dreyfus
650.485.3476
m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
License #01121795

Jakki Harlan
650.465.2180
jakki@jakkiharlan.com
License #01407129

728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301 · 640 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 · Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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THE YEAR IS BRIGHT
THE EXPERIENCE IS AIN PINEL

Your home. Your moment.
When looking to buy or sell a home, we’re here to help you
ﬁnd the backdrop for all the memories to come.
Throughout the Bay Area and Northern California — from San Francisco
to Lake Tahoe, Carmel to Wine Country — our agents are second to none.

APR.COM
Over 30 Real Estate Offices Serving The Bay Area
Including Woodside 650.529.1111 | Menlo Park 650.462.1111
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COLDWELL BANKER

Menlo Park | Price Upon Request
5IJTNBHOJmDFOUGPVSCFESPPN UXPCBUI.FOMP)FJHIUTIPNFGFBUVSFTIBSEXPPEnPPSJOHUISPVHIPVUBCSJHIUPQFOnPPSQMBO"GPSNBMEJOJOHSPPNTJUTBEKBDFOUUPBDPNGZEFOXJUIBTFDPOEmSFQMBDF"OFMFHBOUHPVSNFU
LJUDIFOJODMVEFTDVTUPNNBQMFDBCJOFUSZCSJHIUFOFEXJUITLZMJHIUT"CSJDLQBUJPBOEMVTIGPMJBHFMJOFTUIFIPNF%POUNJTTUIFDIBODFUPNBLFUIJTTQFDUBDVMBSQSPQFSUZZPVSIPNFþ
4UFFE"IO

TUFFE!TUFFEBIODPN
$BM3&

Mountain View |  
#FBVUJGVMBOESFNPEFMFECFESPPNBOECBUIIPNFXJUIBEFUBDIFEPOFDBSHBSBHFMPDBUFEJOUIFNJEEMFPG4JMJDPO7BMMFZ
Naseem Faria

OBTFFNGBSJB!DCOPSDBMDPN
$BM3&

Belmont |  
#FBVUJGVMCFESPPNBOECBUIDPOEPXJUIIBSEXPPEnPPSTBOEOJDFWJFXT/FBS)JHIXBZ $BMUSBJOBOEUFDIDPNQBOJFT
&OBZBU#PSPVNBOE

FOBZBUCPSPVNBOE!DCOPSDBMDPN
$BM3&

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
414911SFSV_07/18 CalRE #01908304.

28QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 9, 2019

