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Craving a new voice in Peninsula dining?

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Every other week, top local food reporter
Elena Kadvany provides insight into the
latest openings and closings, what she's
eating that she's excited about,
interviews with chefs and the
trends affecting local restaurants.

Sign up for food reporting you won't ﬁnd anywhere else at almanacnews.com/express
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Mueller announces third
City Council run; Carlton
says she’s not running
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Lessons for on the mat and off
Alejha Broussard, a senior on the M-A girls wrestling team, demonstrates an offensive move with Terry
Steiner, the United States national women’s wrestling team coach, in front of a group of high school
wrestlers during a training clinic held at Menlo-Atherton High School on Jan. 4. The clinic highlighted
important strategies for athletes on and off the mat. For the story and more photos, see Page 10.

wo-term Menlo Park City
Councilman Ray Mueller
announced on Jan. 2 that
he’s planning to run for another
council term this year.
Mueller included a long list of
early endorsers in his campaign
announcement, among them
would-be competitor and current Councilwoman Catherine
Carlton.
Carlton told The Almanac she
does not plan to run for reelection because she wants more
time to support her daughter,
who will be entering high school
soon.
She also wants to pursue her
work as partner at Limitless Ventures, a firm focused on investing in companies that improve

outcomes for people with addictions and support other mental
and behavioral health-based
initiatives.
“Ray and I have publicly
agreed and disagreed,” Carlton
said, explaining her endorsement decision. “I generally have
a lot of respect for him. He does
his homework, he’s thoughtful
and he has really good ideas that
make Menlo Park a better place.
... I think he’s got more ideas left
in him to help improve Menlo
Park for all the people here.”
She added that she plans to
continue being active in the
city, particularly in supporting
the city’s Sister Cities program
and the nascent Menlo Park
Public Art nonprofit, focused on
expanding public art citywide.
See MUELLER, page 6

Greening the grid
How is the county’s green energy program working
three years after its launch?
By Matthew Vollrath
Special to The Almanac

I

n the fall of 2014, two San
Mateo County supervisors
sat down with a group of
environmental advocates to discuss something called “Community Choice Aggregators,”
or CCAs — a phenomenon that
was just starting to take off in
California.
Though the name was clunky
and confusing, the concept was
powerfully simple. Instead of
relying on PG&E’s power, which
came mainly from fossil fuels
like natural gas, the county
could start buying renewable
energy from wind and solar.
This cleaner electricity would
be delivered through PG&E’s
existing lines, so no new wires
would have to be installed. And
in the end, residents’ electric
bills wouldn’t go up. In fact, they
would go down.
The supervisors, Dave Pine
and Carole Groom, were immediately intrigued. Soon, they
became genuinely enthusiastic.
“It became obvious that
(CCAs) were a very powerful
tool for quickly reducing greenhouse gas emissions,” Pine said
in a recent interview. “There’s

no more important priority than
addressing climate change and
reducing our carbon footprint.
So the more I learned about
this model, the more excited I
became.”
Two years later, a new public
agency, Peninsula Clean Energy,
was formed. It was launched
in 2016 through a joint powers
agreement between the county
and its 20 cities, and its stated
mission is to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions in San Mateo
County by providing greener
power at lower rates.
How has PCE done in achieving its goal in its first three years?
Impressively, county and PCE
officials say. They assert that
the agency has saved residents
a total of $18 million annually,
and cut 105,000 metric tons of
carbon emissions per year — the
equivalent of taking some 22,000
cars off the road.
“It’s the highest level (of
impact),” said Jim Eggemeyer,
sustainability director for San
Mateo County. “Peninsula Clean
Energy is the greatest opportunity to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions we’ve ever had.”
Cleaner power, lower price

Between October 2016 and

April 2017, Peninsula Clean
Energy threw a series of virtual
switches, and grid-related emissions in the county were slashed
dramatically.
“Almost overnight, we saw our
carbon production drop 30%,”
Pine said.
In a state already charging
toward ambitious targets for
combating climate change, the
arrival of PCE put the county
significantly ahead of the game.
“When we launched, we were
already 14 years ahead of California’s goal of being 50% renewable by 2030,” CEO Jan Pepper of Peninsula Clean Energy
asserted.
But the agency’s work isn’t
just about county pride, Pepper
said. “By demonstrating that we
can do this, then others will follow, and we can help move our
region, our state, and the nation
to a renewable energy economy,”
she said.
When PCE launched, it was
the sixth community choice
aggregator in California. Three
years later, there are 19 CCAs
throughout the state, which
together supply nearly a quarter
of all electricity in California.
“CCAs could reshape U.S.
electricity markets,” researchers
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Crews worked last year to install solar panels at the Wright Solar
Facility, a 200 megawatt (MW) project in Los Banos that supplies
power to San Mateo County.

from the University of California at Los Angeles Luskin
Institute assert in a recent paper.
They estimate that CCAs have
increased renewable energy use
in California by 13.1 terawatt
hour (TWh) since 2011, enough
to power nearly 250,000 homes
per year, all while creating billions of dollars in savings.
That remarkable value proposition — cleaner power at a lower
cost — is made possible by a
number of factors, Pepper said.
The first is the fact that CCAs
are public agencies. Unlike
investor-owned utilities like
PG&E, PCE does not profit from
its revenues, and can offer lower
prices as a result.

“We don’t pay dividends to
shareholders,” Pepper explained.
“Instead, we can provide savings
directly to customers through
lower rates.” Since its launch,
she noted, PCE has consistently
kept the price of its default power
option at 5% below PG&E’s rates.
Another factor is the evergrowing presence of renewables.
As technologies rapidly improve
and more panels and turbines
go up throughout the state, the
price of wind and solar energy
continues to plummet every
year.
“Renewable energy is now very
competitive or even lower-cost
See CLEAN ENERGY, page 11
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Mueller said he’s planning
his campaign’s first event at the
end of February and wants to let
people know in advance of sending out invitations.
He was first elected to the
council in 2012. Since he was
reelected in 2016, the city has
switched from an at-large election system to a by-district one.
That means that instead of seeking votes from all city residents,
Mueller must win the votes of
only the residents in the council
district in which he resides, District 5.
Current Councilwoman Carlton also lives in District 5.
That district includes Sharon
Heights, Stanford Hills, and the
portion of incorporated Menlo
Park north of West Menlo Park
between Santa Cruz Avenue and
San Francisquito Creek, with its
northeastern border zigzagging
from Cotton Street to Middle
Avenue to San Mateo Drive.
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District 5 has the
highest concentration
of residents who are
older, wealthier and
more educated than
other districts in the
city, according to
demographic statistics.
According to demographic
information about each district
compiled at the time district
boundaries were drawn in early
2018, District 5 had the largest
population compared with other
districts in the 2010 census, with
6,551 residents, but was expected
to be the second-smallest based
on population growth in the
years since — with a net growth
to only 6,633 residents — while
other districts have increased in
population more substantially.
It also has the highest concentration of residents who are

Today’s local news
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered
daily
Sign up today at
AlmanacNews.com/express
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Ray Mueller served as Menlo
Park’s mayor last year and in
2014. He lives in District 5.

older, wealthier and more educated than other districts in the
city, according to the compiled
demographic statistics, with 25%
of residents being 60 years or
older; 44% of households reporting incomes of $200,000 or
more; and 54% of residents ages
25 and older reporting that they
have a graduate degree.
In 2020, elections will be held
in districts 3 and 5 to complete
the transition to district elections. Elections for districts 1, 2
and 4 were held in 2018.
Mueller also lists an endorsement from Vice Mayor Drew
Combs, who said in the
announcement, “Ray Mueller is
a collaborative and stabilizing
leader on the Menlo Park City
Council. With the Menlo Park
City Attorney retiring this year,
the City Manager expected to
retire in the next two years, and
the addition of a brand new
council member from District 3,
Ray’s demonstrated experience
as a pragmatic problem solver
on behalf of residents, as well
as his depth of knowledge, will
continue to serve as an invaluable resource to the Menlo Park
City Council.”
Additional early supporters
include former mayors and
council members Gerry Andeen,
Bob Burmeister, Nicholas Jellins,
Chuck Kinney, Bob McNamara,
Heyward Robinson, Gail Slocum
and Mickie Winkler; former city
manager and current Chamber
of Commerce Chair Glen Rojas;
seven current and former board
members of the Las Lomitas
School District; 11 current and
former board members of the
Menlo Park City School District;
four board members of the
Sequoia Union High School District; all five members of the San
Mateo County Board of Supervisors; six current and former
board members of the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District;
numerous current and former
Planning Commission members; and commissioners from
the Parks & Recreation Commission, Environmental Quality
Commission, and Finance &
Audit Committee. A
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Tennis court keys now
on sale in Menlo Park
Keys required to access cityowned tennis courts are available for purchase at the Arrillaga Family Gymnasium in the
Menlo Park Civic Center and at
the Onetta Harris Community
Center.
During the first half of the
year, keys for the full year cost
$63 for residents and $127 for
residents of unincorporated
Menlo Park and non-residents.

Beginning on July 1, the
prices are reduced to $42 for
residents and $84 for anyone
who doesn’t live in incorporated Menlo Park.
The locks to the city’s tennis
courts are currently not in use,
so people can use the tennis
courts for free until new locks
are installed in mid-January,
according to city staff.
—By Kate Bradshaw

REAL ESTATE Q&A
Photos by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Robert Jones, president of the Menlo Park Fire Protection District board, at district headquarters in
Menlo Park early this month. Below, Jones at the fire station.

Robert Jones establishes new
‘firsts’ on Menlo fire board
By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

E

ast Palo Alto has typically
been left out of the leadership of the Menlo Park
Fire Protection District, which
has served the bayside community since the district’s founding
in 1916.
That situation no longer exists
now that East Palo Alto resident
Robert Jones is on the district’s
board of directors and has been
chosen unanimously as the
board president for 2020.
In fact, Jones is the first East
Palo Alto resident to head the
board and the first African
American board member in the
fire district’s history, he said.
After he was appointed to the
board in late 2017 to replace Rex
Ianson, Jones ran for election
in 2018 and finished as the top
vote-getter in a race among four
candidates for three open seats,
besting the two other winners,
Jim McLaughlin and Chuck
Bernstein.
Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman said Jones’ election is “long
overdue in some ways.”
“In the past, people in East
Palo Alto have had so many
other challenges and struggles
that they haven’t thought of the
fire district as a place to run (for
office),” Schapelhouman said.
“Most of the residents face the
challenge of living from paycheck to paycheck.
In a written statement,
Schapelhouman added, “At his
core, (Jones) cares very deeply
about people, specifically their
well-being and how we as an
organization can best serve the
entire community.”
As a board member, Jones
sided with Schapelhouman on
a couple of the district’s major

spending decisions in 2019.
Jones and 2019 board president Virginia Chang-Kiraly
supported the chief’s recommendation to back a plan to
install an emergency siren at the
district’s Station 2 in East Palo
Alto, and also joined to vote in
favor of submitting a letter of
intent to purchase an all-electric
firetruck.
Both proposals failed after
Bernstein, McLaughlin and Rob
Silano voted against them.
Although Menlo fire isn’t
ready for a districtwide rollout
of the siren, known as a LongRange Acoustical Device, which
issues a loud recorded warning
in the event of a fire or impending earthquake, putting one
in Station 2 would have been a
first step in a long-term process,
Jones said.
Likewise, Jones sees the development of an all-electric fire
engine as the wave of the
future, despite criticisms about
its limitations.
“In the district’s history, we’ve
gone from horse-driven firetrucks to diesel trucks, and now
we can have an electric truck,”
he said.
“These are things that I could
see in the long run for the
district, in tune with what the
future can hold to preserve
life and protect people,” Jones
added. “We have to be quicker
and better of what we do and
innovation is part of it.”
Community leader

Jones has a background in
affordable housing development, having spent five years as
a project developer with Eden
Housing, the Hayward-based
low-cost housing nonprofit.
He went on to lead EPA CAN

by Monica Corman

Is There A Market For
Smaller Homes?
Dear Monica: My husband and
I want to move to a smaller
home, now that our children
have grown, but we aren’t seeing
good inventory of this type. Do
you have any advice on where we
might find what we are looking
for? Carol T.
Dear Carol: Not everyone wants
a big house. There is a large and
growing market for well designed
smaller homes. Younger and older
buyers are all looking for these
properties. They want them well
built, well located, and affordable.

In our area these properties are
especially hard to find because of
the high cost of the land.
For many, especially older buyers,
the best way to get what you want
is to build it, which works for
those who can afford the time and
expense. Most younger buyers
cannot afford this and decide
instead to find an affordable home
in a good location. They want to
be close to transportation and
if they have children, in a good
school district. As 2020 begins,
I think we will see growing
demand for good smaller homes.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

DO, East Palo Alto’s belowmarket-rate housing program,
for five years.
Jones has also served as a
board member for the East Palo
Alto Senior Center, and is a
graduate of San Jose State University with a bachelor’s degree
in psychology and a master’s
degree in counselor education, according to the district’s
website.
Before joining the fire board,
he was a board member for
the district’s CERT (Community Emergency Response Team)
organization.
There are a number of issues
on the horizon for the district
in 2020 that Jones and the rest of
the board will be dealing with,
Schapelhouman said.
The district is looking for a
deputy fire chief, who would
have the responsibility of running the department in Schapelhouman’s absence, and it will be
in a hiring mode in general since
several of the district’s chief
officers will be retiring or will

Come by
and see us
sometime ...
we have open
door policy!

Serving the community for over 30 years!
CHARLIE PORTER
Farmers® Agency
License # 0773991

671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com

See ROBERT JONES, page 10
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Menlo Park documentary filmmaker dies unexpectedly at 66
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M

ichael Schwarz, a longtime Menlo Park resident with a gift for
documentary storytelling, died
unexpectedly on Dec. 1 at age 66
as a result of a fall in his home.
His untimely death occurred
just weeks before a documentary he made with his wife, Kiki
Kapany, called “Ornament of the
World,” aired nationally on PBS.
A memorial service celebrating Michael’s life will be held on
Wednesday, Jan. 15, at Stanford
Memorial Church from 4:30 to
5:30 p.m.
Schwarz was born in Woodmere, New York, in 1953 to
parents Bobbie and Stewart, and
grew up skiing and playing various sports.
He graduated from Yale University and went on to work in
broadcast journalism for a number of years at Granada Television’s World in Action, a British

investigative television series,
then as researcher and associate
producer for “The Red Army,”
about the Soviet military.
He later co-produced “Abortion
Clinic” (1984) for PBS’s Frontline,
then “Living Below the Line”
(1985), about a dying shipping
industry in Chester, Pennsylvania, and its economic impacts.
From 1986 to 1988, he completed a Fulbright Fellowship
teaching broadcast journalism in
Malaysia, India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.
After returning to the United
States, he worked as a senior producer at KQED in San Francisco,
later working there as director of
news and current affairs, then
as senior executive producer. In
1996, he left KQED to start his
own media company with his
wife, Kiki Kapany.
Kapany was his partner in life
and filmmaking. They met in
1989 at a bar; that night Kapany
said, she knew she would marry
him. After an initial conversation

Photo courtesy of Scott R. Kline

Michael Schwarz, awardwinning broadcast journalist and
documentarian, died Dec. 1 at his
Menlo Park home.

and dance, they parted ways without exchanging phone numbers.
Fortunately, they ran into each
other again at a restaurant days
later and swapped contact information, she recounted, adding

that the following Valentine’s
Day, nine months later, Schwarz
proposed to her.
They had two daughters, Ari
and Misha, and the family traveled widely.
“As a documentarian, he traveled the world with his daughters
teaching them about cultures
and progressive values,” his family wrote in a prepared obituary.
“He gave them the world. Michael
encouraged his daughters to be
both curious and compassionate.
As a father, Michael was close to
perfect.”
At Kikim Media, Schwarz and
Kapany pursued a range of projects, with Schwarz as the company’s president, producer and
director and Kapany as CEO.
Their projects include dramatizations of food writer Michael
Pollan’s works, “The Botany of
Desire” and “In Defense of Food,”
a series about the history of
Silicon Valley shown on the
Discovery/Science Channel, and
the challenging, controversial

“Muhammad, Legacy of a
Prophet.”
Most recently, PBS aired their
project, “Ornament of the World,”
on Dec. 17. The documentary
explores an 800-year period of
religious harmony, conflict and
interaction between Christians,
Muslims and Jews in medieval
Spain.
The tagline of the Kikim Media
website states, “A true story, honestly told, can change lives,” and
Schwarz seems to have held to
that belief throughout his storied
career.
A longtime friend and fellow
filmmaker, Dave Iverson, said his
friend was a “really lovely human
being, a very talented director
and filmmaker and one of the
most determined people I’ve ever
known.”
What distinguished Schwarz as
a filmmaker, Iverson said, was his
curiosity about the world and his
commitment to telling true stories
See SCHWARZ page 15

Ravenswood district remembers longtime Belle Haven teacher
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he Ravenswood Education
Foundation is the beneficiary of a fundraiser in
remembrance of longtime Belle
Haven School teacher Jose-Ivan
Ibarra, 54. Ibarra died of a heart
attack on Dec. 9 in Redwood City,
according to his family.
More than 60 people had donated a total of $24,200 to the fundraiser as of Dec. 30, said Jenna
Wachtel Pronovost, executive
director of the foundation. This
amount of money could fund a
part-time music teacher in the
district, she noted.
A San Francisco resident, Ibarra
taught kindergarten at the Menlo
Park school for 23 years and was
an alumnus of the Ravenswood
School District. Ibarra’s husband
Dean Larson, his partner of 16

years, decided it would be a proper tribute to Ibarra to give back to
the district he “felt a strong connection to.”
Ibarra was born in 1965 in Chapala, Mexico, to Juan and Jovita
Ibarra. The family immigrated to
the United States when Jose was 6,
settling in the San Francisco area,
according to an obituary written
by his family.
He graduated from MenloAtherton High School and
attended the University of California at Santa Barbara, where
he discovered a love of dance and
choreography, according to the
obituary and his Facebook page.
He and his friend Pete Litwinowicz formed Dance Continuum SF,
which they ran from 2007 to 2012.
Ibarra also studied and collaborated with choreographers such as
Gary Masters, Cheryl Chaddick,

Maria Basile, Claudine Naganuma and Margaret Wingrove. His
work has been performed in San
Francisco, Los Angeles, Austin,
New York, Mexico, China, Japan
and elsewhere.
Ibarra was negotiating chair
for the Ravenswood Teachers
Association, the Ravenswood
district’s teachers union, according to the obituary. He “worked
tirelessly to make learning exciting and help (students) be successful,” it says. “Jose had an
incredible way of lighting up a
room, and made everyone he
met smile, laugh and feel loved.
He touched the lives of his
family, friends, colleagues and
students, and he will be deeply
missed.”
Wachtel Pronovost said Ibarra’s
impact on the school district
“lives on exponentially” with the

fund in his name.
“I think he understood the
power of great schools for kids
who are otherwise vulnerable,
and he knew this intimately as
a former student,” she said. “He
really saw kids and families as
whole people and not just through
their academic lives.”
Larson said the foundation’s
work assisted Ibarra’s work as a
teacher. For example, its funding
has gone toward a new soccer goal
for the playground, books and art
supplies for students.
“Ravenswood is being squeezed
in on all sides by other school districts, so they’re having to combine schools,” Larson said, referring to the district’s plans to close
Willow Oaks Elementary School
in Menlo Park and Brentwood
See IBARRA, page 15
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Jose-Ivan Ibarra started a
garden several years ago at Belle
Haven School to teach students
how to grow food. Ibarra died of
a heart attack last month.

Helen Pflaum, nature lover and numbers whiz, dies at 79
Her son said Helen Gannon
Pflaum “admired tight writing. In person and in prose, she
avoided unnecessary words. She
was an exacting editor of her
own writing and others’.
“She died January 1, 2020.
That’s her kind of sentence.
Direct. To the point.”
Andy Pflaum of Portola Valley
said his mother, “a Yankee with
words and by birth,” had just
turned 79 the week before she
died — on Dec. 26. Helen and
her husband, Bill Pflaum, lived
in Menlo Park since 2017.
Born in Fall River, Massachusetts, she grew up in Tiverton,
Rhode Island; graduated from

Seton Hill University in Greensburg, Pennsylvania; and met
Bill Pflaum when both were
graduate students at Catholic
University in Washington, D.C.,
her son said.
For a year she worked at the
Library of Congress. The couple
married in Washington in 1964
and moved to Dayton soon after,
Andy Pflaum said.
Helen Pflaum loved the outdoors and camping, and from
the age of 11 through high school
she spent summers at a Girl
Scout camp in Massachusetts.
While living in Ohio, his
mother “grew vegetables in abundance: tomatoes, sweet corn,
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asparagus, peppers, strawberries, eggplant,
herbs,
and
more,” Andy
Pflaum wrote.
“In California,
without a garGannon
den, she was a Helen
Pflaum
regular at farmers’ markets, meticulously selecting the best produce. She picked
blackberries at a nearby ranch’s
you-pick field, turning them into
bottled jams for the winter.”
Outdoors, Pflaum was “a
nature buff; indoors a numbers
buff,” her son said. She worked
for H&R Block for 47 years,

specializing in trust and estate
returns.
After his parents moved with
another son, Daniel, to Menlo
Park, they “lived on the doorstep
of Stanford University,” Andy
said. “With characteristic precision Helen scoured the Stanford
calendar for lectures, seminars,
music and theater performances,
films, sporting events, gallery
tours and more. Stanford community offerings became an
important part of their life.”
In addition to her husband,
Bill, and Andy and his wife,
Courtney Kingston Pflaum, Helen Pflaum is survived by sons
Daniel and Gregory (Michelle); a

sister, Caril Baker (Michael); and
grandchildren Annie, Louisa,
Caroline and Micah.
A Mass of Christian burial will
be held at St. Raymond Catholic
Church in Menlo Park at a date
not yet set.
The family prefers that memorial donations be made to Seton
Hill University, Development
Office, 1 Seton Hill Drive,
Greensburg, PA 15601; or The
Seedling Foundation, PO Box
1858, Dayton, OH 45401-1858.
The Seedling Foundation donations support summer scholarships for students attending
Stivers School for the Arts in
Dayton.
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418 ALBION AVENUE, WOODSIDE

|

$6,750,000

|

418ALBION.COM

Gorgeous Remodeled Home in Prime Central Woodside
•

.OadMO_OMVdaOdbBllod{WaBsO_|
3 acres

•
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•

Premier location on one of the most
coveted streets in central Woodside,
adjacent to renowned Fleishhacker
estate

•

Impressive great room with
14-foot ceilings

•

Peek-a-boo western hill views

•

Formal rose garden, fruit trees,
plus majestic oaks

•

Acclaimed Woodside School

•

4 or 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, plus
lower-level studio apartment with
full kitchen

Judy Citron
650.400.8424
judy@judycitron.com
judycitron.com
DRE 01825569

#26 Agent
Nationwide, WSJ 2019

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for
WbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|MOpKoWlsWdbà__aOBptoOaObspBbMpntBoOTddsBUOBoOBllod{WaBsOà
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C O M M U N I T Y

U.S. national women’s
wrestling coach comes
to M-A High School
A clinic held at the high school for area
students highlighted important strategies
for athletes on and off the mat
By Magali Gauthier
Almanac visual journalist

U

nited States national
women’s wrestling team
coach Terry Steiner
spent Jan. 4 training the MenloAtherton High School girls
wrestling team with a clinic
that also welcomed high schoolage athletes from Sequoia and
Woodside high schools, and
others from the San Francisco,
Oakland and Bakersfield area.

‘We are trying to teach
these kids life lessons
with the hope that
they learn to deal with
adversity.’
PHILIP HOANG , HEAD M-A GIRLS
WRESTLING COACH

During the first half of the
session, Steiner demonstrated
offensive and defensive techniques with individual athletes
from the crowd seated on the
red mat of the M-A wrestling
room. The girls then practiced
the moves with one another.
Kiely Tabaldo, a freshman
wrestler for M-A and a 2018
Pan American Wrestling Championships competitor under

Steiner’s coaching, said she
appreciated the specific training
on how to recover from being in
a troubling defensive position.
“Defense in general is an area
that is under-addressed,” Steiner
said. “There are always issues
where wrestlers get caught under
as they are trying to attack their
competitor’s legs and you have
to go from a bad position to a
good position.”
“I think the training was really
eye-opening,” Tabaldo said. “We
all got a new experience and
benefited from learning things
we may not have known about.”
After three hours of wrestling
and a lunch break, coaches and
athletes listened to Steiner speak
about his career trajectory and
the pressure that comes with the
sport on and off the mat.
“There are a lot of kids around
here going through adversity and
who don’t know how to cope with
it,” said Philip Hoang, head coach
of the M-A girls wrestling team.
“It was interesting to bridge the
gap between a high-level coach
and why we are all doing this. We
are trying to teach these kids life
lessons with the hope that they
learn to deal with adversity.”
The athletes also asked Steiner
about his experience at the
Olympics, about pain management and how to overcome

Photos by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

M-A freshman Kiely
Tabaldo, above, demonstrates
a move on Terry Steiner, the U.S.
national women’s wrestling team
coach, in front of a group of high
school wrestlers during a training
clinic at M-A on Jan. 4. Tabaldo
previously worked with Steiner
when she competed in the 2018 Pan
American Wrestling Championships
under his coaching. At right,
M-A coach Philip Hoang shows
sophomore Mari Callahan where
to place her arm to execute a
recovery move on teammate junior
Camila Tarazi during the clinic.

difficulties involving confidence.
“He reminded me why I’m
doing this,” Hoang said. “At his
level, he’s going to feel pressure to
perform, but at the end of the day,
it’s about the athlete. You are here
to support their goals.” A

Jazz at the library with
Jym Marks this Saturday
Jym Marks, a jazz musician,
poet, author, lecturer and owner
of Markstyle Barber Shop in
Menlo Park, is set to offer a
jazz performance Saturday, Jan.
11, from 11 a.m. to noon at the
Menlo Park Library at 800 Alma
St.
According to the city of Menlo
Park, he once opened for Thelonious Monk at Palo Alto High
School in 1967. He has also

maintained a tradition of walking from his home in Fremont to
his Menlo Park business, about
12 miles, on his birthday each
November.
People can register for the
event online at is.gd/marksjazz.
Listen to a brief clip of the
quintet’s 2018 performance at the
library at is.gd/marksjazzdemo.
—By Kate Bradshaw

ROBERT JONES

corner of Ivy Drive and Willow
Road for a new fire station for
the Belle Haven and bayfront
areas, as well as ordering three
new fire engines and a ladder
truck, Schapelhouman wrote.
“We will be expanding our
service delivery, readiness and
command and control capabilities by having two battalion
chiefs on duty and located on
both sides of the Fire District by
July of 2020,” he wrote. “There is
currently only one battalion
chief on duty daily.” A

continued from page 7

be eligible for retirement this
year, Schapelhouman wrote in
an email.
In addition, the district plans
to begin construction of a
new $20 million Station 4; the
existing station serves much of
Atherton and is more than 70
years old.
The district will also be working with the city of Menlo Park
to purchase a vacant lot at the
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continued from page 5

than fossil-based energy,” she
said. Many experts estimate it
will fall even lower in the next
few years — to as low as $0.03 a
kilowatt hour (kWh), a full $0.02
cheaper than fossil fuels.
Perhaps the most powerful
aspect of PCE, however, is the
scope of its service. When PCE
launched in 2016, it became
the official power provider for
San Mateo County. All residents, businesses, and government services were automatically
switched from PG&E’s power
mix to PCE’s 50% renewable
energy.
Though customers can choose
to opt out, only a small handful
have done so, program officials
said. As a result, the county’s overall energy load is now
roughly 50% renewable.
“Right from the get-go, you had
everyone involved,” Eggemeyer
said. “All across the board, we
were immediately making better
choices and reducing our greenhouse gas emissions.”
Technically, though, not all
of this impact is strictly local,
he noted. When PCE purchases
energy from wind and solar providers, that energy is piped into
the larger grid for California and
other western states. Not every
“clean” electron goes directly to
a San Mateo County home.
But when it comes to sustainability, that was never the point,
Eggemeyer said.
“The way I look at it is, sure, we
can look at it in numbers relative
to San Mateo County,” he said.
“But it’s really about helping all
of California.”
Powering forward

For all its early success, however,
PCE has only made it halfway.
The grid is 50% renewable —
but there’s still the matter of the
other 50%.
With the threat of climate
change closing in — a recent
United Nations report gives the
world just 12 years to reverse
the crisis — many local governments have adopted aggressive
“zero emissions” targets. Last
year, the state of California
pledged to be carbon neutral
by 2045. And in September, the
county declared a climate emergency, which included a promise
to achieve zero emissions ahead
of the statewide goal.
With the help of CCAs, 12
communities in California,
including Culver City, Santa
Monica, and Thousand Oaks,
have already achieved 100%
renewable power. But only one
in San Mateo County — Portola
Valley — is among the 12.
This is because of PCE’s
two-tiered system. By default,
customers receive PCE’s “Eco
Plus” power mix, which is 50%

renewable. They can also choose
to opt up to “Eco 100,” and
receive 100% renewable energy
for roughly $4 more per month.
The Portola Valley Town Council
has voted to opt all of the town’s
residents up, and several other
major customers, including Facebook, have also made the switch.
Overall, fewer than 2% have
sprung for the upgrade. As a
result, the overall grid is still
about 50% renewable — the
same as it was when the program
launched.
PCE hasn’t gone to great
lengths to change this, Pepper
admitted. “To date, we have not
made a big push to encourage
customers to opt up,” she said.
But there’s a reason for that,
she said. Instead of trying to opt
everyone up individually, PCE
plans to make the shift automatic. By 2025, the agency has
determined, all of San Mateo
County will receive 100% renewable energy, by default, at no
additional charge.
This has been the plan from
the beginning, Pepper said. “The
goal was first set at our board of
directors retreat in 2016. We set
this goal to demonstrate that it is
achievable, and can be done in a

‘Peninsula Clean Energy
has always aimed to be
a leader in community
choice energy — to set
the model for others.
If anyone can do it,
we can.’
SAN MATEO COUNTY SUPERVISOR
DAVE PINE

cost-effective manner while still
maintaining economic vitality in
the county.”
It’s an ambitious target, Pepper
acknowledged — it will mean
rapidly acquiring hundreds of
megawatts of renewable power
while still keeping prices low.
But it’s doable, she insisted.
“Peninsula Clean Energy is
confident we will achieve this
goal,” she said.
One major stride was slated
to happen last year. In fall 2018,
workers broke ground on the
Wright Solar Facility, a 200
megawatt (MW) solar project
in Los Banos. According to
Peninsula Clean Energy, it is the
largest solar project in California
to be commissioned exclusively
for a CCA. As of Friday, Jan.
3, the facility has been fully
connected to the power grid in
San Mateo County, providing
enough renewable power for
more than 100,000 households
countywide. The process to
connect the facility to the power
grid began in December with a
series of safety tests, according
to Kirsten Andrews-Schwind,

Photo by Magali Gauthier/The Almanac

Jan Pepper, chief executive officer of Peninsula Clean Energy, poses for a portrait in her office at PCE’s
headquarters in Redwood City. She says PCE’s goal of making the county’s energy source 100% renewable
by 2025 is an ambitious goal, but it’s “achievable, and can be done in a cost-effective manner while still
maintaining economic vitality in the county.”

senior manager of community relations at Peninsula Clean
Energy.
PCE is also pursuing contracts
with other solar producers across
the state, it says. Additionally,
county residents are producing
roughly 100 MW from home
solar systems, which reduces the
load PCE must supply.
Still, there will be challenges
to reaching the five-year renewability goal, said Pine. One major
hurdle will be providing renewable power at night, when no
solar energy can be produced.
“No one has quite figured this
out yet,” he said. “At the state level, the idea of having renewable
energy 24/7 is really an unsolved
equation.”
Solving that problem will
involve finding ways to store
large amounts of solar energy
during times of excess, he said.
This will require both advances
in battery technology and, more
importantly, policy coordination
and money.
But Pine, too, said he believes
his agency will ultimately deliver. “Peninsula Clean Energy has
always aimed to be a leader in
community choice energy — to
set the model for others,” he said.
“If anyone can do it, we can.”
Beyond the grid

The power grid is just one piece
of the climate puzzle. In 2016,
emissions from electricity generation in California clocked in
at around 40 metric megatons
— 11% of the total emissions for
the state. The remaining emissions came from myriad other
sources: everything from wellknown culprits like cars and
natural gas to surprising ones,
like food waste and refrigerators.
Since coming on the scene,
PCE has been helping to solve
these problems, too.

“Our mission at Peninsula
Clean Energy is to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,” Pepper
said. “We first approached [that]
through delivering cleaner and
greener electricity. Now we are
focusing on transportation, the
biggest source of emissions in
the county.”
Over the past three years,
PCE has launched multiple projects aimed at increasing electric
vehicle use. The agency has committed millions to the creation of
charging stations, provided free
electric vehicle test drives at local
events, and offered rebates for
electric vehicle purchases. It has
also supported the county’s plans
to implement “reach codes” to
ban natural gas in new buildings,
and led outreach efforts such as
creating environmental impact
monitoring at local schools.
Pepper explained that it is
PCE’s status as a public agency
that makes this possible. Since
the agency doesn’t profit from
its earnings, it invests all excess
revenues in local sustainability
projects, and supplements that
with millions of dollars in grant
funding, she said.
Most recently, PCE’s projects
have focused on addressing a
vital community need: backup
power. On Oct. 24, the PCE
board voted to commit up to
$10 million to buy solar backup
batteries for county households,
over 60,000 of which have been
hit by PG&E’s power shutoffs
this season.
“We wanted to take some
action before we turn into a
third-world state,” Pepper said
at the meeting. “There’s a lot of
negativity around what PG&E
is doing, and there’s not a lot of
leadership coming from the state.
So CCAs have an opportunity to
step in and show our commitment to our communities.”

The value of solar batteries is
twofold, Pepper said. In addition
to providing backup power for
residents who lack it, the batteries also help reduce the use of
diesel generators in the county.
After the first power shutoff in
October, several local vendors
sold out of the generators, which
are heavy emitters of both carbon dioxide and other toxins.
On top of its own proposal,
PCE also announced a partnership with other local CCAs to
extend the battery-buying operation. The partners, which represent Alameda, San Mateo, and
Santa Clara counties, will aim
to have 6,000 new rooftop-solarplus-battery systems installed
across the Bay Area by next year,
they say.
Both battery programs will
start by targeting residents with
special medical needs. Over
5,000 people in San Mateo
County are enrolled in PG&E’s
Medical Baseline program, and
rely on electricity-dependent
treatments like CPAP machines,
oxygen concentrators, and
refrigerated insulin. The battery
programs will also support crucial community services like fire
and police stations and hospitals.
In one sense, Pine said, these
projects are icing on the cake
for an agency already tackling a
major issue like electricity. But
ultimately, the scope of PCE’s
efforts is what makes it a truly
powerful tool for the county, he
said — especially as it nears the
goal of building a completely
green grid.
“Peninsula Clean Energy
allows us to have an agency that’s
entirely focused on reducing
carbon emissions,” Pine said.
“We’ve been extremely successful in that with respect to energy.
Now, we have to move on to
everything else.” A
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Boys & Girls Clubs

Give to The Almanac

Holiday Fund
Your gift helps local children
and families in need

The organizations below provide
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation

Rotary Club
of Menlo Park

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

The David and Lucile Packard
Foundation
The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.
All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The Almanac

Name__________________________________________________________
Business Name __________________________________________________

Provides emergency food, clothing, household
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to
families in need, regardless of religious preference,
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more
than 2,000 households.
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood
City community, provides assistance with child care,
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are
available in Spanish and English.

C

www.siliconvalleycf.org

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Fair Oaks Community Center

ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers and foundations contributed $150,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations,
foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the
gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page.

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund

Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City.

Holiday
Fund
2019

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula.
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals
annually on their path back to permanent housing and
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help
adults improve reading, writing and English language
skills so they can function more effectively at home,
at work and in the community. Basic English classes,
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St.
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and
clothing assistance.

Address ________________________________________________________

Second Harvest Food Bank

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

The largest collector and distributor of food on the
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to
more than 250,000 people each month through more
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties.

E-Mail
_________________________________________________________
Email __________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

All donors and their gift amounts will be
published in The Almanac unless the boxes bebelow
checked.
low
areare
checked.

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

T I wish to contribute anonymously.

Phone _________________________________________________________

T Please withhold the amount of my
contribution.
Signature ______________________________________________________
I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
OR:

T In honor of:

T In memory of:

T As a gift for:

_____________________________________________________________
(Name of person)
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Please make checks payable to:
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
02 – Almanac
The Almanac
Holiday
The
Holiday
FundFund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box
45389
2440
West
El Camino Real, Suite 300
San Francisco,
CACA
94145
Mountain
View,
94040
The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.
A contribution to this fund allows your
tax-deductible
donation to be tax
deductible to the fullest
extent of the law.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San
Mateo County, including children, young people and
families, with counseling, prevention, early intervention,
education, and residential programs. StarVista also
provides crisis intervention and suicide prevention
services including a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an
alcohol and drug helpline, and a parent support hotline.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and
other assistance so they can continue their education,
get higher-paying jobs, and serve as role models and
advocates for their children.

N E W S

Thank you for donating
to the Holiday Fund
Almanac Holiday Fund Donor List
As of December 31, 147 donors have contributed
$138,242 to the Almanac Holiday Fund.
21 Anonymous ...................... $22,250

Anne G. Moser ..................................*

Gordon Chamberlain............... 586.50

Jerry & Shirley Carlson .................. 250

Del Secco Family................................*

Gisela Brugger......................... 977.70

James E. Esposto ...............................*

Robert L. Mullen ........................... 250

Bruce & Ann Willard .................. 1,500

Sherrill Swan ............................. 1,000

Thelma L. Smith .................................*

Ann Treadwell ...................................*

Dorothy B. Kennedy ...........................*

Robert & Karen Allen.......................50

Maggie Mah & Thomas Johnson .......*

Kathy & Bob Mueller .................... 100

Don & Catherine Coluzzi ...................*

Marc & MaryAnn Saunders ...............*

Barbara Jacobson ......................... 150

Paul Perret .................................... 500

Judy & Doug Adams ..........................*

Penny & Greg Gallo ...................... 500

Barbara L. Bessey ..............................*

Volckmann Famkly .................... 2,000

Lucy Reid-Krensky ........................ 100

Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ........ 100

Stamler-Kemeny Family................. 750

Dorothy Saxe ................................ 100

Susanna Tang & Albert Scherm ..... 300

Melanie Austin ............................. 500

Joe & Julie Zier ............................. 100

D Austin Grose ............................. 500

Barbara Kent ................................ 250

Roger & Pat Witte......................... 100

Carole Mawson ............................ 100

Linda Craig & Evan Hughes .......... 250

Kathy & Bob Feldman................... 500

Charles Martin ............................. 250

Steve Patrick................................. 100

Susan Kritzik & Bruce McAuley..... 500

Bill Wohler .................................... 419

Dorothy Polash ............................. 200

Paul Welander ........................... 74.15

Marcia Makino ............................. 250

Kerry DeBenedetti..............................*

Victoria Rundorff ...............................*

Duncan & Jean Davidson...................*

Linda Maki ................................... 150

Lynne Davis .......................................*

Susan Hine ................................... 100

Betsy & Horace Nash.................... 500

Donald Lowry & Lynore Tillim........ 100

Amy Roleder................................. 100

John Barbour...................................30

Laura Hofstadter & Leonard Shar ...500

Betty Meissner.............................. 150

Mary Cooper ...................................50

Brennan Family............................. 200

Tricia Wright .............................. 2,000

C. Friesman................................... 100

Douglas Keare Jr. & Jill Morgan....1,000

Joyce Pharriss ............................... 250

Dianne Ellsworth .......................... 250

Leslie & Hy Murveit ...................... 200

Joan Lane .................................. 1,000

Karin Eckelmeyer .......................... 100

Ken Ashford.....................................75

Mark Weitzel ........................... 10,000

Ann Morgan......................................*

Connie & Bob Lurie ................... 5,000

Kathy & Bob Feldman................... 120

Bob & Mary Dodge....................... 300

Pegasus Family .......................... 2,000

Barbara & Bob Ells ....................... 500

Sandy Shapero ............................. 500

Barbara & Bill Binder .........................*

Erika L Crowley .................................*

Gail & Susan Prickett .................... 500

Calhoon Family............................. 500

Ron & Carol Clazie ............................*

Earlune Mund .............................. 200

Michael & Lenore Roberts ............ 150

E.R. & B.L. Dodd ........................... 175

Margaret Melaney........................ 200

Frank & Betsy Stockdale ............. 1000

Linda Keegan ............................... 200

Mary Kenney .....................................*

Andrea G Julian............................ 500

Christina & Bill McClure ............... 100

Anne Hillman ............................ 1,000

Wanda Cavanaugh....................... 100

Lynne S. Fovinci ...............................50

Mike & Leslie Crisp ....................... 100

Sybille Kats ........................................*

Renee Chevalier ........................... 500

Lorraine Macchello ....................... 100

Jonathan Hahn ................................50

Bob & Marna Page ............................*

Gary & Roma Wagner................... 250

Robert & Barbara Simpson ................*
Susan Carey .............................. 2,000

Charles Bacon &
Cynthia Dusel-Bacon .................... 200

Clay & Nita Judd ...............................*

Bettina Mcadoo............................ 500

Elizabeth Tromovich...................... 100

Susan Ellis & Mark Linton ..................*

Robert & Connie Loarie .....................*

Kayleen Miller............................ 97.50

Tate Family .............................. 10,000

Sue & Viole ................................ 97.50

In Memory Of
Peter Hurlbut ................................ 100
Jerry Carlson of Woodside .................*
Annie Strem ......................................*
Louise Bertolucci .............................25
Jean Zonner............................... 1,500
Esther Johnson ............................. 100
Ted Heidinger ............................... 250
Bill Land ............................................*
Jean Zonner................................ 1500
In Honor Of
Nancy Stevens ...................................*
The Liggett Family .............................*
Dennis McBride ............................ 250
Businesses &
Organizations
Carstens Realty ....................... 10,000
Menlo Park Rotary Club
Tour de Menlo Bike Ride ......... 20,000
Grifﬁn & Sons Construction .......... 150
Menlo Park Fireﬁghters
Association................................... 500
Narrative Histories - Maggie &
Mark da Silva ............................... 200

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

Menlo Park dog survives
gunshot, but family needs
funds to pay vet bills
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

R

ambo, a 4-year-old
male American terrier, was shot in his
owner’s Menlo Park yard by
a man passing by on a bicycle
the night of Dec. 29, police
reported last week. After
being taken to emergency
veterinary services, the dog
has returned home safely,
and his family is organizing
a fundraiser to pay to remove
the bullet lodged in him.
Meanwhile, police continue
to search for the man who shot
Rambo and fled the scene.
Menlo Park police officers
Contributed photo
responded to a call reporting Rambo was treated for his injury, but
gunfire on the 1100 block of a bullet is lodged in his body.
Hollyburne Avenue in Menlo
The owner said Rambo was
Park at around 8:40 p.m. that
night. When they arrived, they shot for no apparent reason, police
found Rambo suffering from a said. A GoFundMe webpage was
gunshot wound that the owner organized to help raise funds for
Rambo’s vet bills. His family is
was tending.
The owner reported that he had hoping to raise $8,000 to have the
seen an unknown Hispanic male bullet removed from his shoulder
in his teens or early 20s, wearing a area, and had raised $5,115 as of
black hooded jacket and dark col- the afternoon of Jan. 6.
Access the fundraising page at
ored pants, riding a dark-colored
s.gd/rambofund.
mountain bike by his home.
Police are actively investigating
When the young man saw the
dog in the owner’s yard, he alleg- the incident and ask anyone who
edly stopped his bike, pulled out a might have information about the
handgun, and fired a shot at the case or who witnessed the incident
dog before fleeing. He was report- to call the police department at
edly last seen riding northbound (650) 330-6300 or the anonymous
tip hotline at (650) 330-6395.
on Pierce Road.

Building healthy relationships
with kids is topic of Jan. 8 talk
Parents can learn techniques
for speaking, listening and asking questions to build healthy
relat ionships
and de-escalate
conflict with
their children
— called restorative practices
— at a Hillview
Middle School
program on
Photo by Georgia
We d n e s d a y,
Freedman Junker
Karen Junker
Jan. 8.
Karen Junker,
a certified trainer by the International Institute for Restorative
Practices, will present a talk entitled “Restorative Parenting: Introducing Restorative Practices used
at school for home” at the Menlo
Park school.
Junker works with administrators, teachers and students to
implement schoolwide restorative practices, including conflict

resolution, suspension diversion
and community-building circles.
These restorative practices are
used within the Menlo Park
City School District to “maintain
healthy, conflict-free relationships
or work towards creating the
balanced, positive relationship
you desire with your children,”
according to the school district’s
website.
Junker will teach parents how to
use these same methods at home
with their children.
The talk is part of the district’s Parent Education Speaker
Series. It takes place at 6:30 p.m.
in Hillview’s Performing Arts
Center, 1100 Elder Ave. in Menlo
Park. There will be free child
care, including dinner, for pottytrained children.
For more information, go to
mpcsdspeakerseries.com.
—By Angela Swartz
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Rep. Jackie Speier looks to lower airplane noise with five bills
Congresswoman proposes legislation to allow
airports to impose curfews, include noise-related
health impacts in evaluation criteria for new flights
by Gennady Sheyner and Bay
City News Service

R

esponding to growing
concerns about airplane
noise, U.S. Rep. Jackie
Speier has proposed a series of
bills that would allow airports to
restrict flight times, require the
Federal Aviation Administration
to give greater importance to
noise impacts when developing
flight routes and procedures, and
allow local communities to have
a significant say in developing
flight plans.
The bills, which are co-sponsored by U.S. Reps. Anna Eshoo
and Jimmy Panetta, were introduced last month to address
the spikes in complaints about
airplane noise throughout the
region. The problem became
acute in 2014, when the FAA
rolled out its NextGen program,
which created new routes and
concentrated many flights into
what some have referred to as
aerial “super highways.” Residents who live under those paths
and waypoints, including those
in Woodside, Portola Valley and

Palo Alto, have since reported a
significant rise in airplane noise.
“The nonstop noise from
flights is seriously affecting residents’ sleep, mental health, and
overall quality of life,” Speier said
in a statement. “There is a certain
expectation for noise when living
near an airport, but this crosses
a line. Residents who are at their
wits’ end have used every available public channel to address
this issue to no avail. Our legislation would create new pathways
for change and improve overalls
responsiveness by the FAA — a
public agency that has a responsibility to be accountable to the
people.”
One of the new bills, known
as the Restore Everyone’s Sleep
Tonight Act, would allow airports to impose restrictions
for certain hours and to assess
penalties against air carriers that
fail to meet the curfew. Another,
called the Fairness in Airspace
Includes Residents Act, would
continue to prioritize safety of
the aircraft but also establish two
co-equal secondary priorities:

the efficient use of airspace, and
“the minimization of the impact
of aviation noise, and other
health impacts, on residents and
communities, and other impacts
of the use of airspace on the
environment.”
Three other bills aim to make
it easier for legislators and residents to get information from

‘The nonstop noise
from flights is seriously
affecting residents’
sleep, mental health,
and overall quality
of life.’
REP. JACKIE SPEIER

the FAA and to provide feedback
on new policies. The All Participating in Process Reaching
Informed Solutions for Everyone
Act directs the FAA administrator to ensure that aviation roundtables be allowed to appoint a
representative to working groups
involved in NextGen. These representatives, according to the bill,
would be able to participate “on
the same terms and conditions

as a representative of the industry, an airport or a participating
proponent of a procedure.”
The Responsive Employees
Support Productive Educated
Congressional Talk Act would
require FAA staff to respond to
members of Congress regarding
flight procedures affecting their
district within 90 days. The Notified Officials to Inform Fully
Impel Educated Decisions Act
would require the FAA to notify
local governments about new or
modified flight paths.
While the issue of airplane
noise has been on Palo Alto’s
radar for years, the city is one of
several in the region that have
struggled to make headway with
the FAA on the topic. In June,
the council considered suing
the FAA over its flight plans.
But despite pleas from dozens of
residents, some of whom argued
that the city has become a “trash
heap” and a “dumping ground”
for FAA’s noise pollution, the
council ultimately opted not to
move ahead with the lawsuit.
Instead, much like in April 2018,
when it had similarly considered
litigation, the council agreed to
pursue regional partnerships on
the issue and to continue its lobbying efforts.

Photo by Veronica Weber

Rep. Jackie Speier in a 2014
archive photo.

Palo Alto is one of a dozen cities that are participating in the
Santa Clara/Santa Cruz Community Roundtable, an organization that aims to foster “collaboration and resolution” on
aircraft noise. Other cities
involved in the roundtable,
which is open to any city in the
two counties, are Capitola,
Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos
Hills, Monte Sereno, Mountain
View, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz,
Saratoga and Sunnyvale. A
Gennady Sheyner is a staff
writer for the Palo Alto
Weekly, The Almanac’s
sister publication.

2020

VOICES FOR A
SUSTAINABLE WORLD

Learn about the intersections between
today’s social and environmental challenges.

KEVIN FEDARKO
& PETER MCBRIDE
FEBRUARY 18

ERIN BROCKOVICH

CHEF JOSÉ ANDRÉS

MARCH 17

APRIL 21

Visit openspacetrust.org/lectures for tickets.
All lectures take place at the
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts.

Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood
at Peninsula Pediatrics Medical Group

SPONSORED BY

Access to Excellence.
genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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Alpine Inn beer garden tent to keep party going year-round
By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

N

ow that the historic
Alpine Inn has reopened
after an extensive and
expensive remodel, management
has come up with a solution for
keeping the indoor-outdoor tavern in operation year-round: a
tent over the outdoor seating area.
The structure that will go up
sometime in the middle of February, if things go as scheduled,
will cover 22 tables in the Inn’s
garden that will seat about 120 to
150 guests, according to executive
chef Sean Agoliati.
Heating lamps will keep patrons
warm under the tent structure,
Agoliati said.
The tent is now being assembled and the plans have received
approval from the Portola Valley
planning department for use for
three months out of the year, not
necessarily consecutively, he said.
Management is going to keep
track of the weather predictions
SCHWARZ
continued from page 8

in a way that could reach a broad
audience.
“He was interested in everything from science to the arts,”
Iverson said. “His fiercest allegiance was to telling the truth,
and telling it in a way that
people could relate to ... no matter their background or political
allegiance.”
Over the years, Schwarz’s work
was honored with prestigious
awards in broadcasting: three
national Emmy awards, two
George Foster Peabody awards,
the Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia
University Journalism Award
for Investigative Journalism, the
Investigative Reporters and Editors Award, red and blue ribbons
from the American Film Festival,

and decide when to put the tent
up and take it down, he said,
although the goal is to keep it up
as continuously as possible.
The tent will be stored on-site or
in a storage locker when not is use,
he said.
The tent will also help solve the
problem of having to furlough
workers when the weather is bad.
During the first spell of rain and
cold weather, the tavern had to lay
off eight staff members who have
to wait until the weather improves
to return to work, Agoliati said.
“Nothing is more uninviting
for employees than running a
seasonal restaurant,” he said. “We
want to provide a stable work
environment.”
Hosts of a private party on Dec.
13 erected a rented tent that was
left up over the weekend and
prompted a positive reaction from
patrons, he said. “Having the tent
in place resulted in an upswing
is business over that weekend,
and we had to get staff for that.
four awards for excellence in local
broadcasting from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting,
the grand prize in the Robert F.
Kennedy Journalism Awards for
Coverage of the Disadvantaged,
and a number of Cine Golden
Eagles and local Emmys.
He is remembered for his personal ease, sense of humor and
gentleness.
He is survived by his wife, Kiki,
their daughters Ari and Misha,
his sister Debbie Funderburk, and
extended family members, and is
remembered by friends and colleagues around the world.
His family is asking those interested in making a memorial
donation to consider supporting
Science Bytes in his memory. It is
a science education film project he
worked to bring to fruition. Learn
more at is.gd/scibyte1 or make a
donation at is.gd/scibyte2. A

Having (our own tent) means that
we don’t have to change out our
staffing.”
The rented tent was transparent, but the new tent will be an
opaque hemp color so it will
blend in with the natural environment, according to Agoliati.
“The town wanted a solid roof
to maintain the dark sky,” said
Alpine Inn operating partner
Greg St. Claire. “You won’t see
light from the tent at night.”
The 167-year-old Alpine Inn,
the second-oldest operating

tavern in California, reopened
following a six-month makeover
on Aug. 9 and did a brisk business
during the fall with the parking
lot full on many evenings and
weekends.
A group of investors from Portola Valley that include Lori and
Deke Hunter, Fred and Stephanie Harman, and Jim Kohlberg,
purchased the Inn, which is also
known as Rossottis and Zott’s,
from the family of longtime
owner Molly Alexander, who died
at the age of 93 in 2018.

St. Claire said he is looking forward to starting the next phase of
the remodel, which will involve
upgrading and expanding the
kitchen.
The tavern is serving food on
compostable plates because it has
not been able to install commercial dishwashers, he said.
“There is currently very limited
gas and electric, and the kitchen is
undersized and very antiquated,”
St. Claire said. “It’s very hard on
our scullery team, and we want to
give them modern equipment.” A

CONSTRUCTION ALERT
Night Work on El Camino Real –
Starting December 2019

WHAT:
Middle Plaza construction crews will be doing night work
and partially closing travel lanes on El Camino Real between
Middle Ave and Ravenswood Ave in both directions for the
demolition and installation of West Bay sanitary sewer lines.
For a given direction of travel, a maximum of two lanes of
travel will be shut down each night, leaving at least one lane
of travel open at all times. Work will take place at night when
traffic volumes along El Camino Real are lower.
WHEN:
Mid-December, 2019 – mid-January 2020
Construction schedules are approximate and subject to change due to weather and
unforeseen conditions.

IBARRA
continued from page 8

Academy in East Palo Alto next
fall. “It’s natural that we reach
out and support them (district
schools) as much as possible.”
Donations have come in from
Ibarra’s colleagues, along with
friends and family everywhere
from New York to Spain, Wachtel Pronovost said. Funds will
go toward all of the foundation’s programming, she added.
In December, Menlo Park city
officials memorialized Ibarra by
declaring Dec. 17 “Jose Ibarra
Day.”
Foundation officials are working with the district’s teachers
union and district officials to
create a lasting tribute to the
beloved teacher, Wachtel Pronovost said. They are waiting until

the district decides which schools
it will close since officials would
like the tribute to be at a campus
that will continue to operate, she
said, adding that officials could
name Belle Haven School’s garden, which Ibarra started several
years ago, after him.
Ibarra is survived by his husband Dean Larson; parents Juan
and Jovita Ibarra; siblings Maria
Trinidad Gonzales, Siliva Alvarez, Margarita Segura, Guadalupe Ibarra and Daniel Ibarra;
and many nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his
brother Jose Refugio Ibarra. Services were held last month.
Donations can be made in
Ibarra’s name at ravenswoodef.
org/donate.html. After clicking
the “donate” button, choose “In
memory of” and note Jose-Ivan
Ibarra. A

WORK HOURS:
10:00 P.M. to 5:00 A.M, Sunday through Thursday. No night
work will occur on Friday and Saturday
MORE INFORMATION
For more information about the Middle Plaza project and to
sign up for construction alerts, please visit our website at
middleplaza.stanford.edu
If you have any comments or questions, contact
(650) 497-4052 or middleplaza@stanford.edu
Office of Government & Community Relations
450 Jane Stanford Way
Building 170, 1st Floor, Main Quad
Stanford, CA 94305
January 8, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ15
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Anne Eastham Lewis
August 21, 1936 – December 14, 2019
On Saturday, December
14, 2019, Anne Eastham
Lewis passed away at age 83
from progressive dementia.
She is survived by her sister
Margaret Tavener Eastham,
her first husband John
Richard Neff, her daughters
Linda Neff Sunde and Pamela
Lewis Thornton, her sons-inlaw Doug Sunde and Tom
Thornton, her son John Lewis,
Jr., her nephews Thomas and
David Dawkins, and her six grandchildren. Both her
parents, son Steven Neff, and her second husband John
M. Lewis predeceased her.
On August 21, 1936, Anne’s parents Arthur Jackson
Eastham and Elizabeth Wilkins Eastham of Houston
celebrated their first child—a tall blond-headed, blueeyed daughter.
Anne and younger sister Margaret embraced life in
River Oaks, but longed for the family trips to their home
in Galveston Bay to fish, crab, and explore the coast in
the warm Texas sun. An athletic child, Anne and her
doubles’ partner Jill Kyle became the top girls’ tennis
team in the state of Texas! Anne graduated in 1954 from
Lamar High School with honors and earned admission
to Stanford University, where she majored in Spanish
and joined the Texas, Ski, and Spirit Clubs.
In 1958, swept away by a tall, handsome Stanford
engineer and football player named John Neff, Anne
married. After college, while her husband pursued
his naval career, she raised their two children Linda
and Steven. Ultimately, they all settled in Atherton,
California, where he began a career in Engineering.
There, she volunteered with the Peninsula Volunteers
and made many long-lasting friendships. Later, they
moved as he took a position as a pilot with Pan Am
airlines. After nine years of marriage, Anne moved with
her two children to be closer to her parents in Houston,
Texas.
A few years later, it was there her friends introduced
her to a handsome cardiologist with a great sense of
humor and two children of his own Pam and John. The
families combined a year later, much to the delight of
their children!
Anne fondly remembered the simple joys of the
country life in Round Top, Texas, where they spent most
weekends, raising Black Angus and beautiful Quarter
horses. Weeks were filled with raising the four children,
which proved to be a full- time job. Anne continued to
volunteer, this time, with the Junior League, which she
found to be very enriching too.
Years later, Anne returned to Atherton, California.
After having raised her children, she obtained a Master
of Divinity at the Church Divinity School of the Pacific.
There, she embarked on a soul-searching journey that
would nourish her the rest of her life. After obtaining
her degree, she spent time in Sun Valley Idaho, where she
volunteered at St. Thomas Church, and enjoyed skiing
and hiking in the beauty of the mountains there. Later,
she discovered the North Shore of Kauai, where she sang
in the church choir and snorkeled along the coast. For
many years, she enjoyed entertaining her family at both
of these destinations.
When home in her beloved Monterey Peninsula, she
spent time with daughter Linda and her family. A woman
who valued her private life, reading, studying scripture,
and enjoying nature, Anne also enjoyed preparing
beautiful dinners for her loved ones and celebrating the
time with her grandsons Sam and Joe. She will be missed
by all of her friends and family who shared time with her.
Those who knew Anne described her as beautiful,
elegant, gracious, caring, and generous, and they
appreciated her insight and inspiration regarding all
things religious and creative.
Her funeral was held at St. John’s Chapel in Monterey,
California on January 4, 2019.
PA I D
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Las Lomitas School students, from left, Florian, 8, Laura, 8, and Savannah, 8, pick free fruit during
recess on Dec. 3. The Las Lomitas School District is providing fresh fruit and other snacks to its students.

Free fruit helps fuel student learning
in Las Lomitas district classrooms
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A

fter the 45-minute to
hourlong bus ride from
east of U.S. 101 to the
neighboring towns of Menlo
Park and Atherton, students
grab a piece of fruit — grapes,
bananas, kiwis, pears, apples
and other options — before they
file into classrooms at Las Lomitas Elementary and La Entrada
Middle schools.
Through a partnership with
South San Francisco-based fruit
delivery service FruitGuys, the
two-school Las Lomitas Elementary School District is piloting a program this school year
in which all district students
and staff are offered breakfast
items during the start of their
school days and at recess.
The focus is on feeding the
85 Tinsley Transfer Program
students, who wake up early
to journey from the bayside of
Menlo Park or East Palo Alto to
Las Lomitas in west Atherton
and La Entrada in west Menlo
Park, said Superintendent Beth
Polito. Buses come by for these
students no later than 7 a.m. to
take them to school, according
to Alain Camou, principal of
Las Lomitas School.
“It’s intended to be a solution
to the ‘breakfast problem,’”
Polito said. “Children were sitting on the bus and arriving (at)
school, and a number of them
hadn’t had breakfast.” When
students are hungry and tired
from a lack of breakfast, their
attention spans are shorter,
making it more difficult for

them to learn, she said.
The food helps fuel students’
bodies, and when they come
back from 10 a.m. recess they are
ready to learn, Katie Gordon, a
first grade teacher at Las Lomitas, said in an email. Not only
that, but students come to class
in an excited mood after picking

‘It’s intended to be
a solution to the
‘breakfast problem.
Children were sitting
on the bus and arriving
(at) school, and a
number of them hadn’t
had breakfast.’
SUPERINTENDENT B ETH POLITO

up fruit, she said.
Camou said that even if students eat breakfast before they
board the bus to school, it’s still
a long time before they sit down
for lunch at 11:45.
It’s not just the students coming from east of U.S. 101 who
might be struggling to eat
enough during the school day,
he said.
“The assumption is the child
across the street (from the
school) doesn’t have issues or
concerns” about food, he said.
The food program “is opening
it up to everyone,” he noted.
The district is paying for
the pilot, which launched in

September, with some contributions from site budgets and parent teacher associations at both
schools, Polito said. The cases of
fruit cost about $40 to $60 each,
and the district orders four per
week, with two for each school,
she said.
At recess, the district also
offers Las Lomitas students
granola bars. At La Entrada,
there are additional perishable
snacks — such as string cheese
and yogurt — since there is a
kitchen to store them.
Officials across San Mateo
County are working to address
the student hunger problem. In
March, a coalition of countybased groups, including the San
Mateo County Office of Education, will host “Breakfast Up!”
Representatives from California Food Policy Advocates and
the county’s School Breakfast
Working Group will talk about
the importance of school breakfast and the disparities between
students who receive breakfast
and those who don’t in the
county.
Attendees will brainstorm
on how to close the “breakfast
gap” in the county and beyond,
according to the event description. The event takes place on
March 9 from 10 a.m. to noon
at 101 Twin Dolphin Drive in
Redwood City.
The district will evaluate the
FruitGuys program at the end of
the school year, Polito said. It
could partner with the Sequoia
Healthcare District next school
year to continue and possibly
expand the program, she said. A

Almanac readers,
what is local journalism worth to you?
As we celebrate being Atherton, Menlo
Park, Portola Valley and Woodside’s most
trusted news source, we also look ahead
to sustaining our award-winning
journalism in the decades to come.
With local retail advertising steadily
declining around the nation, the future of
local journalism is in the hands of our
readers. Only with your direct support as a subscribing member can we retain
our professional journalists and continue to provide insightful and engaging
coverage of the community.
Please join your neighbors and friends in keeping strong
journalism alive in your community.
For just $10 a month, or 33 cents a day, you can do your part to ensure that
a free and responsible press continues to hold institutions accountable.

Learn more and sign up for membership at
almanacnews.com/join
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Longtime teaching assistant is the ‘rock star’ of Trinity School
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

B

im Cleland is one of the
first teachers to arrive at
Trinity School in Menlo
Park, getting there at 7:30 a.m.,
before the school day begins.
He’s out on the schoolyard
greeting students and organizing athletic activities.
The daily scenario exemplifies
how Cleland, 64, “wears many
hats and wears them expertly”
at the school, said Trinity Principal Matt Allio. He follows his
daily early morning activities
with classroom duties as a first
grade teaching assistant, using
art and mathematics in his lessons. And, he’s also a PE teacher.
“Many people at this stage in
their career pick and choose, but
he chooses everything, and does
everything well,” said Allio.
“He’s a role model for all kids.
All the things he does are
powerful for kids. He’s a mix
between being fun (and) always
being in good spirits, with really
strong expectations for kids. Ö I
don’t know where else you can
find a PE, art and math teacher.”
Cleland, whom students simply call “Mr. C,” joined the Trinity staff in 2000, and his rapport
with kids on the playground and
in the classroom is such that
former students return to the
school to visit with him.
Cleland, who bikes to campus
from his Woodside home each
morning, received his bachelor’s
degree in art therapy at Notre
Dame de Namur University in
Belmont, and brings his love of

art and nature photography to
his job at Trinity.
For years, he has created greeting cards for his fellow teachers,
school officials said. The cards
feature sketches based on his
nature photographs.
Cleland incorporates his own
love of painting and close-up
photos of flowers and insects
into his art lessons with students.
“I always have a camera in my
car or on my bike with me,” he
said. “I always want to stop to
take a photo of an oak tree in the
Horse Park on the way to work.”
Cleland is the assistant for
teacher Linda Rutherford’s class.
He teaches the first graders
math in the mornings, incorporating students’ names into
word problems. Cleland said the
word problems let students work
with numbers in a different
format. The problems include
photos he takes, so students can
observe shapes and numbers in
real-life scenarios, he said.
“He brings it (math) to life and
makes it engaging,” Rutherford
said. “At this age (the kids) all
love themselves, so it speaks to
their egos. Ö He helps to make
(math) shine a bit more.”
A number of years ago, Cleland also decided to put together
a book of math problems for the
school’s first graders to supplement their math learning. He
creates the cover art for the book
as well.
Cleland said he has stayed at
Trinity for the past couple of
decades because it’s a school
where professional development

Photo by Sammy Dallal/The Almanac

Bim Cleland, a physical education teacher and first grade teaching assistant at Trinity School, plays soccer
with his students in Menlo Park on the morning of Dec. 10.

is encouraged.
“What I do bring to the school
is valued and very appreciated,” he
said, noting that he likes education that is progressive but holds
on to traditions that really work,
which, he says, Trinity does. He
strives to teach the “whole child,”
and families come to Trinity to
receive that type of education, he
said.
Trinity fifth grader Lucas said
Cleland is “super creative and

Hill calls for contest submissions
State Sen. Jerry Hill is calling for
submissions for his 12th annual
“Oughta Be a Law ... or Not”
contest, which allows constituents to suggest ideas for new state
legislation.
Entries may call for the creation
of a new law or the repeal of an
obsolete law to improve quality of

life in San Mateo County, Santa
Clara County and California
overall.
The contest is open to all
constituents of the 13th Senate
District, which includes Atherton, Portola Valley, Menlo Park,
Woodside, Redwood City, East
Palo Alto, Los Altos, Los Altos

Hills, Mountain View, Pacifica,
Palo Alto, and parts of unincorporated San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties.
“I always welcome great bill
ideas and if there is more than
one winner, that’s terrific — our
record is four winners in a single
year,” Hill said in a press release,

Exhibit highlights
student partnership
with The Almanac
For the month of January, the
Menlo Park Library is hosting
a photo exhibit showcasing the
photography of students from
East Palo Alto who participated in reporter Kate Bradshaw’s
“Uneven Ground” reporting
series, which was published in
The Almanac in September. The
exhibit features 20 photographs
taken by girls ages 11 to 13
enrolled in a summer program
by Girls to Women, an East Palo

Alto-based nonprofit aimed at
empowering young women. The
students responded to a prompt
asking the following questions:
What is healthy in your community? What is unhealthy?
The library, located at 800 Alma
St. in Menlo Park, is open Mondays and Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 9 p.m., Tuesdays noon to
6 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays 10
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Sundays from noon
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funny, and goes out of his way
to make up new games” during
PE classes. For example, Cleland
created “capture the aliens” — a
game of tag in which some students play extraterrestrials and
others play humans, Lucas said.
Cleland said he tries to help students develop motor skills — the
ability to sense what one’s muscles
are doing as they perform the act
— during PE classes.
“He’s a lot of people’s favorite

teacher because he’s always going
around and helping make problems better where he sees them,”
Lucas said.
Cleland has such an impact
on students that when he retires,
there will be a shift in the Trinity
School community, Rutherford
said.
“He’s the rock star of the
school,” she said. “Every student
knows him and he knows every
child.” A

referring to four bills inspired by
constituents that he introduced in
2016, two of which became laws.
The senator typically chooses a
standout bill idea and introduces
legislation based on it. The person who suggested the bill will
have the opportunity to testify
in Sacramento at hearings on the
legislation.
Laws resulting from constituents’ ideas include Jojo’s Act. The

law, Senate Bill 223, allows parents
to give their severely disabled children medicinal cannabis at K-12
public school campuses.
Completed entry forms may be
emailed to Senator.Hill@senate.
ca.gov, faxed to his district office
at 650-212-3320, or mailed to
the district office at 1528 South
El Camino Real, Suite 303, San
Mateo, CA 94402. Entries must
be received by Jan. 17.

  Q P O LI C E C A LL S
These reports are from the Menlo
Park and Atherton police departments and the San Mateo County
Sheriff’s Office. Under the law,
people charged with offenses are
considered innocent unless convicted. Police received the reports
on the dates shown.
Photo by Selijah Meacham

Vehicles zoom below the
bike and pedestrian bridge over
U.S. 101 in East Palo Alto.

to 5 p.m.
Bradshaw is also scheduled
to speak about the series at the
library on Monday, Feb. 3, at
6:30 p.m.
— Almanac staff

MENLO PARK
Auto burglary: Two people were
Drunk driver: Employees at Jack
in the Box in the 1400 block of
Willow Road called 911 to report
that a vehicle hit a curb in their
drive-through and that the driver
was passed out behind the wheel.
Several people tried banging on
the window to wake him up. When
police arrived they were able to
wake up the driver, who showed

signs of impairment and was
arrested and transported to First
Chance where he was cited and
released to the care of counselors.
Dec. 22.
Fraud: Someone reported that
their checking account showed
fraudulent deductions because of
forged checks. The action took
place in the 700 block of Hamilton
Avenue. The case is under investigation. Dec. 18.
Property for Destruction: A student confessed to bringing marijuana, a vape pen and a lighter to a
school in the 400 block of Ivy Drive.
The items were booked into the
Menlo Park Police Department as
property for destruction. Dec. 18.

C O M M U N I T Y

BABY-CARE

REFRESHER 101

Stanford class offers modern techniques for expectant grandparents
by Chris Kenrick

O

n a recent Monday evening, 20 soon-to-be
grandparents gathered in
a Stanford Health Care classroom
to get their grandparenting skills
up to speed before the arrival
of the newest members of their
families. Most of them hadn’t
swaddled, fed or cared for a baby
in decades, and with advanced
technology, new research and different family dynamics, some of
the accepted practices of baby care
from those days have changed.
The group, which included 14
women and six men, shared information about their grandchildren’s impending births. Some
— including a couple from Bangladesh and another from Florida
— said they’d moved to the Bay
Area specifically to help with
child care. Several said they were
taking the class at the request of
their children or that their kids
had paid the $65 tuition as a gift
for them to attend.
The “Grandparents Seminar” at
Stanford is part of a growing trend
to help new grandparents become
better informed about the basics
of infant care and make the most
of their unique role in the family.
“The story of what’s happening
in this community is that grandparents — many grandparents
— are doing child care, either full
time or part time,” said grandmother Marilyn Swarts, who

worked for decades as a laborand-delivery nurse and nurse
manager and has been teaching
the monthly grandparents class
offered through Stanford Children’s Health for the past 15 years.
Swarts’ 2.5-hour session,
which covers some of the latest
pediatric thinking on newborn
care, attracts grandparents from
throughout the region and consistently sells out.
Swarts tells her students:
“You’ve all brought up great kids,
but today there are some pretty
significant differences from the
way we did things.”
At the top of that list, Swarts
said, is the way infants should
be put to sleep. To reduce risk of
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome
(SIDS), babies always should be
placed on their backs on a firm
mattress “with absolutely nothing in the crib — no bumpers, no
blankets,” she said.
Such advice comes as a surprise
to many prospective grandparents who, prior to the mid-1990s,
typically were advised to position
infants on their stomachs for
sleep. One soon-to-be grandmother said she’d retrieved old
family photos in which her babies
were “sleeping on lamb’s wool,
on their stomachs, with bumpers
and little toys — the whole nine
yards.”
It’s now understood that stomach sleeping, blankets and crib

bumpers increase the risk of SIDS,
according to the National Institute of Child Health and Human
Development. The Sudden Infant
Death rate in the United States
has dropped by about 50% since
the agency’s “Back to Sleep”
campaign was launched in 1994,
saving thousands of lives.
Also new to many grandparents
are the “skin to skin” and “rooming in” practices in today’s maternity wards, which have brought
an end to nurseries in many hospitals over the past decade, Swarts
said. Instead of nurses whisking a
newborn away for a checkup and
a bath, the baby is placed belly
down directly on the mother’s
chest for the first hour or more
after birth. Newborn assessments
are done in that position, and
babies not requiring special medical attention remain in the rooms
of their parents — yes, dads stay
overnight in the hospital, too —
throughout their hospital stay.
Swarts covers a host of other
topics in her monthly evening
sessions: the resurgence of swaddling, breastfeeding, cord clamps,
cloth versus disposable diapers,
introduction of solid food and
peanuts, baby food pouches, colic,
soothing methods — including
baby-soothing apps — warnings
against honey and baby powder
and more.
She reminds grandparents to
update their flu vaccinations and

Photos by Magali Gauthier

Top: During a recent class sponsored by Stanford Healthcare,
soon-to-be grandparents take a lesson on how make the most of
their new roles. Above: Those who complete Stanford’s 2.5hour grandparents seminar receive certificates of completion.

to wash their hands often. She
notes that today’s car seats are
so complicated that parents and
grandparents are advised to
have their installation double
checked at the police or fire
station.
But Swarts stresses that her
single-most important message
for grandparents — repeated
throughout the session — is to
resist the urge to offer unsolicited advice to their child and
their child’s partner.
“Zip your lip. Bite your
tongue,” she said. “They are the
parents of this baby. Your job is
to support and empower them to
be good parents.”
Swarts often repeats that she
has “scars on my tongue” from
choking back advice to her
daughter when the daughter’s
first baby was born 18 years ago.
At that time, Swarts’s son-in-law
was serving in Afghanistan and
her daughter was living with her.

“I really had to let her learn to
be the mother rather than be the
expert — and that’s a hard one
when that’s your expertise.”
With a newborn, she advises
grandparents to offer assistance
that allows parents to focus on
learning to care for their baby.
Often most helpful are chores
such as meal preparation, laundry, pet care, cleaning and shopping, she said.
“Refrain as much as you can
from saying, ‘This is the way
we did it for you,’” Swarts said.
“They don’t want to hear that.
This is their experience. If they
ask you, OK, you can say, ‘We
tried this.’
“And as you see how they’re
evolving as parents, just take joy
in that.”
For more information, go to
bit.ly/StanfordGrandparent
Seminar. A
Chris Kenrick is a
freelance writer
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THE YEAR IN FILM

THE BEST, WORST
AND MOST MEMORABLE
MOVIES OF 2019

Top: “Avengers: Endgame.”
Photo courtesy of Marvel
Studios.
Above: “El Camino: A
Breaking Bad Movie.”
Photo courtesy
of Sony Pictures
Television.
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Courtesy of Barunsan E&A Corp.

“Parasite.”

T

BY PETER CANAVESE

his year, the line between
the big and small screen,
between cinema and
television, blurred more
than ever. Big-spending Netflix
— emboldened by last year’s Oscaracknowledged “Roma” — led the
charge again with “The Irishman,” “Marriage Story,”
“The
Th Two Popes,” “I
Lost
Lo My Body,” “The
King,”
and “Atlantics,”
K
among
others, while
a
am
Hulu
continued to
H
program
new feature
p
films
and Disney+
f
and
Apple+ entered
a
the
streaming-sert
vice fray. This year,
one could watch Willem Dafoe tangle with
Robert Pattinson in “The
Lighthouse”
at the local mulLig
tiplex, or stay home and watch
Dafoe fall in love with his sled dog
in Disney+’s
“Togo,” a big-screenD
quality,
family adventure film
qua
instantly
watchable on anything
in
from
fr a phone to a giant-size 4K TV.
What does it mean for cinema when movies as dumb and/
or chintzy as “Stuber” and “The
Curse of La Llorona” compete for
butts in seats with TV series as
smart and/or cinematic as HBO’s
“Watchmen” and Disney+’s “The
Mandalorian?” Choice, of course.
Perhaps too much of it.
Truly, there is something for
everyone in today’s screen landscape. Want blockbuster movies?
“Avengers: Endgame” set the new
standard by skillfully wrapping
up the initial phases of the Marvel
Cinematic Universe (before “Star
Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” not so
satisfactorily concluded the initial
“Star Wars” saga). Want intimate
human-scale drama? I’ve got the
Mr. Rogers flick “A Beautiful Day in
the Neighborhood” and indie film
“The Souvenir” right here. Animated family movies? Have a “Toy Story

Truly, there is something
for everyone in today’s
screen landscape.
4” or a “Missing Link.” Foreign film
lover? We’ve got you covered with
everything from “Parasite” to “Pain
and Glory.” “Rocketman” came
along to shame those who thought
“Bohemian Rhapsody” was the
best of musical biopics, and “Cats”
crawled into theaters to face the
music with Broadway lovers. Even a
good old-fashioned ensemble murder mystery came along in “Knives
Out,” to tide us over until Kenneth
Branagh’s Poirot returns.
In other words, not much has really changed (although TV’s “Breaking Bad” suddenly became a movie
— both streamed and in select
theaters). But as the sheer volume of
films and television increases, audiences must work harder to dig up
the hidden gems (not to be confused
with “Uncut Gems,” the wild new
Adam Sandler dramedy). That’s
where your Friendly Neighborhood
Film Critic comes in, highlighting
the most intriguing and, in some
cases, the least widely discussed of
cinematic options. Pin this list up
on your bulletin board or grant it
a magnet on your fridge, and you
have a road map to 2019’s boldest
statements, its most adventurous
narratives and arresting aesthetics.
In a year of cinematic stunts,
like the long-take constructions of
“1917” and “Long Day’s Journey
into Night” (which added 3D into
the bargain) and the de-aging of
everyone from Robert De Niro
(“The Irishman”) to Samuel L.
Jackson (“Captain Marvel”), the
fundamental things apply as time
goes by: a dimly lit room, an illuminated screen and a story that
appeals to our emotions.
And away we go...

M O V I E S

THE TOP 10 FILMS OF 2019
10. 'The Mountain'

that begins as a screed on gentrification but
turns out to be a lively and complex salon
on family history, friendship, community
and the folly of belief in ownership. Playing characters that exhibit differing shades
of naive sentimentality, Jimmie Fails and
Jonathan Majors deliver breakout performances, while Talbot fearlessly creates a
heightened reality that’s also grounded in
some uncomfortable truths about American life — particularly its insistence on
buying and selling stolen property to establish and maintain the land of the free, home
of the brave.

story of swoony beauty.

6. 'Long Day's Journey Into
Night'

3. 'A Beautiful Day in the
Neighborhood'

Writer-director Lucio Castro’s deceptively
simple story of chance encounters, possibility and regret provides comment on gay
romantic culture (and its sometime collateral damage) and how love and sex play out
on individual but intersecting timelines. In
84 minutes, Castro dramatizes the lovers’
two meetings (at either end of a 20-year
gap), a flashback and a daydream to clarify
the tension between the power of desire and
the indifference of reality. Naturalistic performances (by Juan Barberini and Ramon
Pujol) and direction make this zen koan on
time linger in the mind and heart.

In a year of strong Chinese imports (see
also “An Elephant Sitting Still” and “Ash is
Purest White”), Bi Gan gave us the greatest
stunner with his visionary and transportive
neo-noir (natively titled “Last Evenings on
Earth”). A classic “cherchez la femme” narrative gradually reveals itself to be a meditation on untrustworthy memory, as well
as unconscious and celluloid dreams. As
such, an amateur detective’s plodding path
to find his lost love leads to an astonishing
“one-take” 3D dream sequence forming the
film’s final 50 minutes. A lyrical, gorgeous,
but devastating reminder of precious time
in the vein of director Wong Kar-wai.

Marielle Heller’s finely sensitive Mr. Rogers dramedy gets the magical appeal of Fred
Rogers — children’s show host, ordained
minister, husband, father and friend to all.
As played by Tom Hanks, Rogers could
have made the convincing center of a hagiography. Micah Fitzerman-Blue and Noah
Harpster’s ingenious adaptation of Tom

8. 'The Souvenir'

5. 'The Irishman'

Joanna Hogg’s agonizingly honest and
mature semi-autobiographical drama
explores the agonizing self-delusions and
inexperience of youth. As Hogg’s stand-in,
Honor Swinton Byrne comes to hard-won
realizations in her vocational and personal
lives, each informing the other as the film
student succumbs to the overtures of an
older lover (Tom Burke) who’s harboring
a dark secret (Byrne’s mother Tilda Swinton plays along as Byrne’s uneasy screen
mother). Hogg’s understated approach
and self-examined privilege accumulate
for a distinctive take on the young-adult
coming-of-age narrative.

7. 'The Last Black Man in San
Francisco'

Flawed, but still essential, Martin Scorsese’s culminative statement on American
life through a mobster lens appears at first
to be a neat capper to a thematic trilogy
formed with “Goodfellas” and “Casino,”
stories that likewise run on the insider
knowledge of mob protagonists, sourced
from nonfiction books. But the pivotal
truths in question in “The Irishman” may
not be true at all, which little concerns
Scorsese, star-producer Robert De Niro
and ultimately audiences. For here is a
Shakespearean history laced with the
tragic limits of loyalty. Gifted with great
performances (count also Joe Pesci, Harvey
Keitel and Al Pacino as a funhouse-mirror
Jimmy Hoffa), elegantly crafted, innovative
and pure, uncut Scorsese.

Joe Talbot’s impressive debut serves up a
highly personal and locally resonant story

4. 'Portrait of a Lady on Fire'

As downbeat as they come, Rick Alverson’s rigorous “The Mountain” functions
as an eccentric commentary on the horror of historical ignorance and the pain
of existence in a world that’s gone insane.
With just a dollop of deadpan black
comedy, Alverson plays out a corrupted
mentor-mentee relationship between the
emotionally prone, newly orphaned Andy
(Tye Sheridan) and a semi-charming
lobotomist (Jeff Goldblum) as they travel
the backroads spreading traumatic brain
injury to the mentally ill and the socially
ostracized. The year’s most unsettling
American self-portrait.

9. 'End of the Century'

Courtesy of Plan B Entertainment

“The Last Black Man in San Francisco.”

Celine Sciamma’s doomed but
rapturous romance
patiently observes the
spark, the fire and the
sad extinguishment
of love. As William
Butler Yeats noted,
“love comes in at the
eye,” dramatized here
as a painter (Noemie
Merlant) who falls in
love with her subject
(Adele Haenel). Beautifully realized, “Portrait of a Lady on Fire”
works as a feminist
historical drama (foregrounding customarily forgotten late-18th
century female painters), but soars as a love

Courtesy of TriBeCa Productions

“The Irishman.”

Junod’s “Esquire” profile “Can You Say ...
Hero?” sees Rogers as the most extraordinary kind of human: capable, like all of us,
of succumbing to anger and selfishness, but
choosing again and again to look beyond
himself and truly see and hear each person
he encounters. In doing so, Mr. Rogers helps
to heal the temporarily broken (embodied
by Matthew Rhys’ world-weary journalist).
See FILMS, page 22

Courtesy of Universal Pictures

“Cats.”

THE BOTTOM FIVE FILMS OF 2019
strictly for those who enjoy watching
self-righteous murders in bulk.

5. El Chicano
This brownsploitation actioner billed
as the “first Latino superhero movie”
teases itself as a Mexican American “Batman” but has the moral sense of “The
Punisher.” “El Chicano” wastes a fine
actor (leading man Raul Castillo) as it
mechanically goes through its painfully
dull, occasionally gruesome paces.

4. The Art of Racing in the
Rain
One of three — count ‘em, three —
2019 films in the increasingly popular
genre of soggy dog movies where we hear
the pooch’s thoughts in voice-over. Dog
lovers, start your engines and turn off
your brains for this Nicholas Sparks dog
tale that will grab at your heartstrings.

3. Rambo: Last Blood
Co-writer/star Sylvester Stallone goes
back to the bloody well with this
sadistic sequel in his popular vigilantekiller franchise. Mechanical and morally wrong, and long removed from
the day when John Rambo was more
of a character than an icon, this one’s

2. Cats
A special kind of bad, this adaptation
of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s famous/
infamous spandex-and-whiskers stage
musical becomes an unintentionally
funny and uncannily unsettling bigscreen monstrosity by digitally infecting stars like Dame Judi Dench and
Idris Elba with cat-scratch fever. There
aren’t enough CGI artists in the world
to make this work.
And the worst film of 2019 goes to:

1. Playmobil: The Movie
What do you get when you bring
together dull animation, charmless
characters, unthrilling adventure, flat
attempts at humor, and generic-brand
songs? This tedious, talent-deficient
“Lego Movie” rip-off.
Of course, there’s plenty more to
remember beyond 2019’s highest highs
and lowest lows. Read on for our take on
the best good guys, the worst baddies,
the top documentaries and the most
magical animated movies.
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(LO ESTA DEMANDADO EL DEMANDATE):
VLADIMIR ROZNYATOVSKI and TATIANA
BAYEVA

995 Fictitious Name
Statement
LA STANZA
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283287
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
La Stanza, located at 651 Oak Grove Ave.,
Suite H, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
ANGELO CUCCO
1364 Laurel St. #1
San Carlos, CA 94070
MIGUEL ANGEL PRADO LUNA
1235 Jefferson Ave. #217
Redwood City, CA 94062
This business is conducted by: A General
Partnership.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 6, 2019.
(ALM Dec. 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 8, 2020)
MALLETT SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283222
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Mallett Sports and Entertainment, located at
50 Woodside Plaza #106, Redwood City, CA
94061, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
MALLETT SPORTS LLC
50 Woodside Plaza #106
Redwood City, CA 94061
CA
This business is conducted by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 08/20/2014.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
November 26, 2019.
(ALM Dec. 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 8, 2020)
HORIZON VIEWS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283475
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Horizon Views, located at 14826 Skyline Blvd.
#4, Woodside, CA 94062, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
BARBARA HEYDORN
14826 Skyline Blvd. #4
Woodside, CA 94062
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 12/23/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 23, 2019.
(Alm Jan. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2020)
AMERICA SERVICES PROVIDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283526
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
America Services Provider, located at 152
Daphne Way, East Palo Alto, CA 94303, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SENITA UHILAMOELANGI
152 Daphne Way
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
APPOLLONIA D. UHILAMOELANGI
152 Daphne Way
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: A Married
Couple.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 01/02/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 2, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER: 19CIV00085
(Numero del Caso):
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
MAYSA HAMZA
and DOES 1 — 10, Inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF:

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may
decide against you without your being heard
unless you respond within 30 days. Read the
Information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this
summons and legal papers are served on you
to file a written response at this court and
have a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or
phone call will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper legal form if you
want the court to hear your case. There may
be a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court forms and
more information at the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or
the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file your response
on time, you may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and property may
be taken without further warning from the
court.
There are other legal requirements. You may
want to call an attorney right away. If you
do not know an attorney, you may want to
call an attorney referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be eligible for
free legal services from a nonprofit legal
services program. You can locate these
nonprofit groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county
bar association. NOTE: The court has a
statutory lien for waived fees and cost on any
settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or
more in a civil case. The court’s lien must be
paid before the court will dismiss the case.
AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no responde
dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede decidir
en su contra sin escuchar su version. Lea la
information a continuacion.
Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO despues de
que le entreguen esta citacion y papeles
legales para presentar una respuesta por
escrito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una carta o
una llamada telefonica no lo protegen. Su
respuesta por escrito tiene que estar en
formato legal correcto si desea que procesen
su caso en la corte. Es posible que haya un
formulario que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios
de la corte y mas informacion en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California (www.
sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes
de su condado o en la corte que le quede
mas cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota de
presentacion, pida al secretario de la corte
que le de un formulario de exencion de
pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta
a tiempo, puede perder el caso por
incumplimiento y la corte le podra quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable
que llame a un abogado inmediatamente.
Si no conoce a un abogado, puede llamar
a un servicio de remision a abogados. Si
no puede pagar a un abogado, es posible
que cumpla con los requisitos para obtener
servicios legales gratuitos de un programa
de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro
en el sitio web de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el Centro
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniendose en contacto
con la corte o el colegio de abogados
locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene derecho
a reclamar las cuotas y los costos exentos
por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperacion de $10,000 o mas de valor
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una
concesion de arbitraje en un caso de derecho
civil, Tiene que pagar el gravamen de la corte
antes de que la corte pueda desechar el caso.
The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y direccion de la corte es):
SAN MATEO SUPERIOR COURT
400 COUNTY CENTER,
REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063
The name, address and telephone number
of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff without an
attorney, is:
(El nombre, la direccion y el numero de
telefono del abogado del demandante, o del
demandante que no tiene abogado, es):
David S. Henshaw
1871 The Alameda, Ste. 333
San Jose, CA 95126
Phone: (408) 533-1075
DATE: January 8, 2019
(Fecha):
Neal Taniguchi
Clerk, by /s/ ______________, Deputy
(Secretario)
(Adjunto)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are
served
(ALM Dec. 18, 25, 2019; Jan. 1, 8, 2020)
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insinuating camerawork, and well-calibrated performances
(including that of Bong
regular Song Kangho) helped this South
Korean stunner to
cross over as multiplex
fare likely to score not
only a Foreign Film
Oscar but a Best Picture nomination.

1. 'The
Lighthouse'
Robert Eggers’
blinding vision, set in
a psychosexual landscape of a mind on the
brink, has everything
we go to the movies
for: meticulously effective sight and sound,
Courtesy of A24
confident
storytelling,
“The Lighthouse.”
humor and horror,
dream and nightmare.
One of the all-time two-handers,
FILMS
“The Lighthouse” pits Willem
continued from page 21
Dafoe’s eccentric lighthouse keeper against his new No. 2 (Robert
2. 'Parasite'
The year’s sharpest comedy, Pattinson) in what’s either an
Bong Joon-ho’s “Parasite,” exam- external battle of wills between
ined the economic chutes and two men of dubious sanity or an
ladders that drive and plague a internal battle of Jungian archecapitalist society. Bong mines types trapped in a Freudian phalboth the comic and poignant pos- lus trapped in a disturbed brain.
sibilities of his carefully unfolded Eggers’ film can be read in a numfable on economic inequality, as ber of equally satisfying ways, each
family exploits family exploits a comment on fraught humanity
family. Keen production design, and its fragile rationality.
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If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

5. “Lo
“Love,
Love
ve,, An
Anto
Antosha”
t sh
ha”
a
4. “Honeyland”
“Honeyl
ylan
and”
d
d”
3. “American
Factory”
nF
acctory
acto
ry”
2. “5B”
1. “For Sama”

The animated
TThe
an
nim
i at
ated
ed
winner
ers
s
winners
5. “Frozen II”
Train
Your
Drag4. “How to Tra
raain
nY
our Dr
D
agWorld”
on: The Hidden
Hidd
dden
dd
nW
orld”
3. “I Lost My
My Body”
Body”
2. “Missing Link”
1. “Toy Story 4”
Peter
Canavese
Pete
Pe
terr Ca
C
navese is an
Embarcadero
Media
E
mbarcad
der
eroo Me
M
dia movie
critic.

LEHUA GREENMAN
" May your 2020
New Year be
rich with family
love, warm
with friendship,
happy with life's
goodness and
blessed with
the joys of the
New Year."

650.245.1845
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Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Theater

¶7KH3LDQLVWRI:LOOHVGHQ/DQH· TheatreWorks Silicon
Valley presents “The Pianist of Willesden Lane,” a true story
about a young Jewish pianist escaping Nazi-occupied
Austria at the outset of World War II. Concert pianist Mona
Golabek recounts her mother’s poignant saga of hope
and resilience to illustrate the power of music. Dates vary
through Feb. 16; times vary. $25-$55; discounts available.
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro
St., Mountain View. theatreworks.org

Concerts

-\P0DUNV4XLQWHW The “Menlo Park Renaissance Man,”
Jym Marks, and his quintet unite for a free jazz concert. Jan.
11, 11 a.m.-noon. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St.,
Menlo Park. menlopark.org
.URQRV4XDUWHW Kronos Quartet performs music from the
‘60s, “the years that changed America.” Jan. 15, 7:30-9:30
p.m. $15-$60; discounts available. Bing Concert Hall, 327
Lasuen St., Stanford. events.stanford.edu

Music

.LGV6RQJVZLWK1DQF\&DVVLG\ Creator of the beloved
KidsSongs series, Nancy Cassidy, performs catchy tunes
to entertain children of all ages. Jan. 12, 2-3 p.m. Free. Belle
Haven Library, 413 Ivy Drive, Menlo Park. menlopark.org
7KH$OEDQ\&RQVRUW Bay Area’s Albany Consort collaborates with St. Bede’s choir and soloists to present vocal
works of Claudio Monteverdi. Jan. 12, 4-6 p.m. $10-$25;
discounts for seniors and students. St. Bede’s Episcopal
Church, 2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park. stbedesmenlopark.org

)UHH2UJDQ5HFLWDO Weekly noon-time organ recitals on
the two Flentrop organs at All Saints Episcopal Church.
Each recital will include at least one work by J.S. Bach.
Tuesdays through May 26, 12:15-12:45 p.m. Free. All Saints
Episcopal Church, 555 Waverley St., Palo Alto. asaints.org

Talks & Lectures
&DOLIRUQLD6HQDWH'LVWULFW&OLPDWHDQG(QYLURQPHQW
)RUXP All six candidates for California Senate District 13
discuss the climate crisis and key environmental issues facing this region. Jan. 15, 7-9:30 p.m. Free. Menlo-Atherton
High School Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road,
Atherton. eventbrite.com
*HW5HDG\IRU6SULQJ*DUGHQLQJ Learn about proper site
selecting, how to prepare soil and the best timing for seeds
and seedling. Jan. 8, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library,
800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org
5HVWRUDWLYH3DUHQWLQJ Karen Junker, certified trainer by
the International Institute for Restorative Practices, discusses how to maintain healthy, conflict-free relationships
and work toward creating a balanced, positive relationship
between parents, children and family. Jan. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Free. Hillview Middle School, 1100 Elder Ave., Menlo Park.
mpcsdspeakerseries.com
6WDLUZD\:DONVLQ6DQ)UDQFLVFR Mary Burk, co-author
of “Stairway Walks in San Francisco: The Joy of Urban
Exploring,” shares some of the city’s well-known and
clandestine corridors. Jan. 15, 7-8 p.m. Free. Menlo Park
Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org
.LHUVWHQ:KLWH·V¶&KRVHQ· New York Times bestselling
author Kiersten White sets her second novel, “Chosen,” in
the world of “Buffy the Vampire Slayer.” Jan. 11, 3-4 p.m.
Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
keplers.org
6WHYH,QVNHHSZLWK$QJLH&RLUR In “Imperfect Union,”
NPR’s Steve Inskeep unearths the life stories of one
of America’s earliest power couples: John and Jessie

Benefit concert supports
LightHouse for the Blind’s
‘enchanted’ camp program
Submitted by Nancy Gill
teve and Anne Gill, along with former
Woodside resident Jenn Mitchell,
who now sings with the San Francisco Symphony, will present “Magic to do:
Broadway in the 1970s” for the 18th annual
benefit concert for LightHouse for the Blind
and Visually Impaired on Saturday and
Sunday, Jan. 18 and 19.
The concerts will begin at 7:30 p.m. in
Menlo School’s Spieker Ballroom.
The Gills will be joined by talented Menlo
alumni, who come from as far away as Sweden, former Menlo music director Linda
Jordan, and Bay Area director and actor
Alex Perez. They will present highlights
from “Pippin,” “Godspell,” “Jesus Christ
Superstar,” “Company,” “Chorus Line” and
many more shows.
In 1997, shortly after Anne graduated
from Los Altos High School, she was in a
near-fatal car accident that left her blind
and brain injured. In the spring of 1998,
after a long rehabilitation period, she came
home.
The Gills were frustrated to discover that
while many programs serve those with
traumatic brain injuries, and others help
the blind and visually impaired, very few
resources are designed to help people, like
their daughter, who have multiple disabilities. Therefore, they were delighted to find
out that the San Francisco-based LightHouse offers a session at its Enchanted Hills
Camp (EHC) for visually impaired adults
who have other disabilities as well.
The Gills’ desire to support the special

Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

Fremont. Jan. 14, 7:30-8:30 p.m. $15-$45. Kepler’s Books,
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org
7UDGHDQG(PSLUH$IULFDQ$UW·V*ROGHQ$JH Augustus Casely-Hayford, director of the Smithsonian National
Museum of African Art, explains how the challenges posed
by the southern Atlantic Ocean thwarted West African leaders’ attempts to expand over centuries. Jan. 14, 7-8 p.m.
Free. CEMEX Auditorium, 655 Knight Way, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu
8SVL]LQJ/LIHE\'RZQVL]LQJ6WXII The event features a
filmed interview with Dee Williams, author of the bestselling book “The Big Tiny.” Participants get practical tips for
getting rid of stuff, and see how one woman downsized
to owning less than 300 items to maximize the amount
of space in her life. Jan. 8, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Bethany
Lutheran Church, 1095 Cloud Ave., Menlo Park. lifetreecafe.
com

Family

$'D\DWWKH)DUP Visitors can reserve a day at the Hidden
Villa farm and tailor the reservation to include private farm
tours for up to 30 people and one of three picnic areas.
Dates vary through May 23; times vary. $180-$275; prices
vary between packages. Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road,
Los Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org
5HDG3OD\/HDUQ Learn tips to prepare children to read and
express creativity through books and arts and crafts. Jan.
11, 11 a.m.-noon. Free. Belle Haven Library, 413 Ivy Drive,
Menlo Park. menlopark.org
6HFRQG6XQGD\)DPLO\'D\ The Anderson Collection has
family activities every second Sunday of the month in collaboration with the Cantor Arts Center, offering family-focused
museum tours, art materials for sketching and hands-on art
making. Jan. 12, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center,
328 Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.stanford.edu
7UHPHQGRXVO\7HUULILF7UHHV Explore a 3-acre garden
with guided tours, nature hunts and other hands-on activities. Jan. 11, 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Gamble Garden, 1431
Waverley St., Palo Alto. gamblegarden.org

Museums & Exhibits

cards with classic coin-operated machines, including gambling devices, a mutoscope, vending machines and more.
Through Feb. 16; Friday-Sunday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. The
Museum of American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto.
moah.org
¶3OXV2QH· “Plus One” features vibrant expressions in
abstract and representational paintings, photography,
ceramics, wood, glass and jewelry. Through Feb. 9;
Wednesday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. The Main Gallery,
1018 Main St., Redwood City. themaingallery.org
¶3URFHVVDQG3DWWHUQ· Memory, history and making collide in the work of contemporary artists McArthur Binion,
Charles Gaines, Julie Mehretu and Analia Saban. Through
Feb. 17; closed Tuesdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. Anderson
Collection, 314 Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.stanford.edu
5LFKDUG'LHEHQNRUQ See an intimate and interactive installation of famed Bay Area artist Richard Diebenkorn’s paintings and sketchbooks that shed light on the artist’s process,
including his shift from figurative to more abstract work.
Ongoing, times vary; closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts
Center, 328 Lomita Drive, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
¶7KH6TXDUH6KRZ· “The Square Show” is a group exhibition of 6 inch by 6 inch works ideal for gift-giving and new
collectors. Through Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; closed Sundays. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park.
portolaartgallery.com

Dance

¶-RXUQH\RIWKH6LPRUJK· A dance and music concert
by the Simorgh Dance Collective, adapted from Farid udDin Attar’s Persian epic, “The Conference of the Birds.”
Jan. 11, 7 p.m. $35-$50. Menlo-Atherton High School
Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road, Atherton.
journeyofthesimorgh.bpt.me

Film

¶%DVTXLDW· Jeffrey Wright portrays Jean Michel Basquiat in
this docudrama about the world-renowned New York street
artist’s struggle with fame, drugs and identity. Jan. 9, 2:304:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo
Park. menlopark.org

&RLQWUDSWLRQV “Cointraptions: Classic Coin-Operated
Machines” explores what life was like before the era of credit

S
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Steve and Anne Gill will be joined
by Menlo School alumni and others in a
benefit for The LightHouse for the Blind
and Visually Impaired at Menlo School.

needs session inspired Steve, a veteran Bay
Area actor/singer and the founder of Menlo
School’s Fine Arts Program, to organize the
first benefit concert for the LightHouse in
1999.
Previous concerts have raised over
$133,000 in donations, which have allowed
dozens of adults with multiple impairments
to receive full or partial scholarships to
attend Enchanted Hills Camp. Like Anne,
they enjoy spending five days in the Napa
Hills participating in activities like horseback riding, swimming and hiking with a
remarkable, inspiring staff.
The proceeds of this year’s concert will be
used to help rebuild the many sections of
the camp that were destroyed by the Napa
wildfires of 2017.
A donation of $20 is requested. The seating will be first-come, first seated.
Menlo School is located at 50 Valparaiso
Ave. in Atherton. For more information,
phone Steve or Nancy Gill at (650) 9484648 or email gillnancyg@gmail.com. A
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PREMIER PROPERTIES

represented by

FOR SALE

Woodside

90+ ACRES | OFFERED AT $17,500,000

FOR SALE

Woodside

32 ACRES | OFFERED AT $24,500,000

FOR SALE

4.5 ACRES | OFFERED AT $19,500,000

650.888.8199
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
2930 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
License # 00868362

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All material presented herein is intended
for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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