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87 PATRICIA DRIVE ATHERTON
• Exceptional estate home built by Owen Signature
Homes
• Lot size approximately 1.15 acres
• 5 bedrooms and 6.5 baths plus studio with kitchen
and full bath
• Approximately 7,260 total sq. ft.
• Pool with spa; vast terrace with outdoor kitchen,
heated loggia and pavilion plus ﬁreplace terrace
• Natural gas generator; air ﬁltration system
• Detached 3-car garage with two EV charging stations

Offered at $10,795,000
www.87Patricia.com

Stunning Centr al Atherton estate

For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:

& A S S O C I AT E S
HughCornish.com
Over $2 Billion in Sales
Ranked Top 1% Internationally
Coldwell Banker

HUGH CORNISH

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

650.619.6461

650.400.2933

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com

CalRE#00912143

CalRE#00897565

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not
SFMZVQPOJUXJUIPVUQFSTPOBMWFSJmDBUJPO3FBMFTUBUFBHFOUTBGmMJBUFEXJUI$PMEXFMM#BOLFS3FTJEFOUJBM#SPLFSBHFBSFJOEFQFOEFOUDPOUSBDUPSBHFOUTBOEBSFOPUFNQMPZFFTPGUIF$PNQBOZª$PMEXFMM#BOLFS3FTJEFOUJBM#SPLFSBHF"MM3JHIUT3FTFSWFE$PMEXFMM#BOLFS
3FTJEFOUJBM#SPLFSBHFGVMMZTVQQPSUTUIFQSJODJQMFTPGUIF'BJS)PVTJOH"DUBOEUIF&RVBM0QQPSUVOJUZ"DU0XOFECZBTVCTJEJBSZPG/35--$$PMEXFMM#BOLFSBOEUIF$PMEXFMM#BOLFS-PHPBSFSFHJTUFSFETFSWJDFNBSLTPXOFECZ$PMEXFMM#BOLFS3FBM&TUBUF--$$BM3&
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Almanac readers,
what is local journalism worth to you?
As we celebrate being Atherton, Menlo
Park, Portola Valley and Woodside’s most
trusted news source, we also look ahead
to sustaining our award-winning
journalism in the decades to come.
With local retail advertising steadily
declining around the nation, the future of
local journalism is in the hands of our
readers. Only with your direct support as a subscribing member can we retain
our professional journalists and continue to provide insightful and engaging
coverage of the community.
Please join your neighbors and friends in keeping strong
journalism alive in your community.
For just $10 a month, or 33 cents a day, you can do your part to ensure that
a free and responsible press continues to hold institutions accountable.

Learn more and sign up for membership at
almanacnews.com/join
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Council agrees to pay up
for study of fully elevated
grade separation option
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I

Photo by Adam Pardee

Kicking off the Lunar New Year
In anticipation of the upcoming Lunar New Year 2020, the Year of the Rat, which begins Jan. 25, Leung’s
White Crane Dragon and Lion Dance Association performers danced and entertained families in
Holbrook-Palmer Park’s Carriage House in Atherton on Jan. 17. The San Mateo County library system
hosted the event.

Menlo Park school board considers
parcel tax measure in November
Timing might not be right, with
Proposition 13 amendment sharing the
ballot, superintendent warns
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

W

ith fewer than 11
months to go before
the November general
election, Menlo Park City School
District officials are undecided
on whether they’ll place a ballot
measure to renew or replace a
parcel tax that district staff says
is only a “temporary solution” to
the district’s financial woes.
There are several factors that
make this particular election a
challenging one for passing a
ballot measure, Superintendent
Erik Burmeister said during a
Jan. 9 school board meeting at
which staff and board members
discussed the future of the existing tax, which expires in 2024.
Burmeister warned board
members that the Nov. 3 ballot
will be crowded with tax-related
propositions, and it would be a
“completely different election”
than any the district has faced
before. He and board members
are unsure how a measure on
the November ballot to amend
Proposition 13, which governs

property taxes in California,
could affect the district’s funding, making it difficult to accurately assess the need for a parcel
tax.
The “split-roll” initiative
would amend Proposition 13 to
increase taxes on commercial
and business properties, but not
on homeowners. About 40% of
the $12 billion it would generate would go to public schools,
according to EdSource.org.
“We will have more insight
into student enrollment (at a
future date) and getting a little
bit more of that information
would allow us to make better
decisions, which is in the community’s best interest anyway,”
said Trustee Scott Saywell. “I’d
rather do it right.”
The parcel tax in question,
Measure X, which passed in 2017
with an initial rate of $360 per
parcel, will expire in 2024.
The deadline to have ballot
measures placed on the November ballot is Aug. 7, Jim Irizarry, San Mateo County’s assistant chief elections officer and

assessor-county clerk recorder,
said in an email.
Burmeister noted that November 2022 is probably the latest the
district would be able to put a
parcel tax measure on the ballot
without some “significant budget cuts.”
The board last year had preliminary discussions about putting a measure before voters to
renew or replace Measure X at
a higher taxation rate to help
address deficit spending that
could be a result of last year’s
teacher salary hike.
According to a staff presentation prepared for an October
meeting, with implementation
of a 5% raise for district teachers
during the 2019-20 school year,
the district’s required reserve
funds will drop below the minimum amount stated in board
policy — at least 15% of total
annual spending — within two
years unless voters approve a
parcel tax to replace Measure
X — one that would generate
higher level of revenue.
“We need to have a more permanent solution than Measure
X, so we have to do it right,” Burmeister said. “A lot of schools are
See PARCEL TAX, page 10

n the ongoing discussion of
how best to separate at-grade
rail crossings, the Menlo
Park City Council took a small
step forward on Jan. 14 to commit additional funding toward
studying a fully elevated grade
separation option.
The council voted 4-1, with
Councilwoman Betsy Nash
opposed, to commit $260,000 to
conduct a feasibility study and
do technical evaluations on the
possibility of fully elevated tracks
through Menlo Park’s portion of
the Caltrain rail line.
By studying a fully elevated
grade separation option, the
council would explore the concept of building a viaduct or
some other raised structure on
which Caltrain could run above
the existing roadways. The challenge is that the section of the
rail line that Menlo Park controls
between Palo Alto and Atherton
isn’t very long, so it doesn’t give
the city much runway to raise the
rails and then lower them back
to ground level within the city’s
boundaries.
The city has also identified
a preferred “hybrid” approach
— partially lowering some roadways and partially elevating the
rails — to create separations at
the Ravenswood, Oak Grove and
Glenwood avenue crossings, but
that plan isn’t perfect either: It
would cost hundreds of millions

of dollars and create crippling
construction impacts that would
make east-west travel across the
city a problem for years.
The council supported breaking the process to study the fully
elevated option into two phases, as recommended in a staff
report. Before deciding whether
to move on to a second phase, the
council can check in again with
the consultants and staff after
the first phase, expected to cost
$139,000.
Council members also agreed
to put together an ad hoc committee made up of Ray Mueller
and Drew Combs to talk through
some of the additional details,
such as whether to ask the transportation consultant firm to
develop renderings of what the
visual impacts of a fully elevated
option would be to the surrounding neighborhoods.
The request came from Marcy
Abramowitz, a representative
from the Felton Gables Homeowners Association, who has
voiced concerned about grade
separations. She asked the council to support analysis by the consultants to explore visual impacts
and real estate impacts.
“Fully elevated grade separations don’t belong in residential
neighborhoods,” she said.
Last year, the city’s rail subcommittee, then made up of
Mueller and Combs, agreed
to study a fully elevated grade
See CITY COUNCIL, page 10

Michelle Le/The Almanac

Eastbound traffic on Ravenswood Avenue waits while Caltrain
travels south toward Palo Alto during the evening commute. Menlo
Park is exploring options to separate the roads from the rail line at
existing rail crossings throughout the city.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held
before the Board of Directors of the West Bay Sanitary District
at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 12, 2020, at the District
2τFHVORFDWHGDW/DXUHO6WUHHW0HQOR3DUN&DOLIRUQLDWR
consider the adoption of an ordinance to consider a General
Regulation amending the Code of General Regulations for
6HFWLRQ%DFNñRZ3UHYHQWLRQ'HYLFHVDQG6HFWLRQ
Sewer Connection Charges (03) Charges by Type of Connection
– Accessory Dwelling Unit.
WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
By: V3KLO6FRWW
3KLO6FRWW
'LVWULFW0DQDJHU

Established 1965

Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,
and Woodside for over 50 years
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Town of Woodside
Invites Applications for Committees
Arts and Culture Committee - Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday at
5:00 p.m.; 2-year term; strengthens community involvement by initiating,
sponsoring, and celebrating local art and cultural activities including, art,
photography, design, music, horticulture, culinary arts, literature, drama,
and dance; organizes and supervises events showcasing local creative
talent.
Circulation Committee – Meets monthly on the 4th Thursday at 7:30
p.m.; 2-year term; supports the General Plan goal to foster a community
of all users of the public roadway system; works with the Town Engineer,
Sheriff’s Department, and local and regional organizations to encourage
´VKDUH WKH URDGµ SURJUDPV GHYHORSV HGXFDWLRQDO SURJUDPV RQ WUDIÀF
safety, promotes safe, convenient access to schools, businesses, public
and private institutions, and neighborhoods.
Emergency Preparedness Committee – Meets monthly on the 2nd
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.; 2-year term; supports the General Plan Policies
related to education on natural hazards and emergency preparedness;
develops and maintains appropriate plans and procedures with staff to
respond to disasters and emergencies; supports the Citizens’ Emergency
Response and Preparedness Program.
Environment: Open Space, Conservation & Sustainability Committee
- Meets monthly on the 4th Thursday at 5:30 p.m.; 2-year term; advises
and assists the Town Council, Planning Commission, and staff on
implementing the goals and policies of the environmental elements of the
General Plan: Open Space, Conservation, and Sustainability.
Livestock and Equestrian Heritage Committee - Meets monthly
on the 4th Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.; 2-year term; reviews applications
for professional stable permits and forwards recommendations to the
Planning Commission; reviews applications for exceptions to the private
stable regulations, forwards recommendations to the Planning Director,
and conducts stable inspections in accordance with the Municipal Code;
develops and supports education and information programs which aid the
community in sustaining, protecting, enhancing, and enjoying equestrian
activities and facilities.
Recreation Committee - Meets monthly on the 1st Thursday at 6:00
p.m.; 3-year term; guides the activities of the community recreation
program. The Committee provides organized and supervised community
recreation services in all areas of the Town and makes recreation budget
recommendations to the Council.
Trails Committee - Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday at 3:00 p.m.;
2-year term; reviews land divisions, subdivisions and conditional use
permits for locations for equestrian, pedestrian and bicycle trails and
makes recommendations to the staff and to the Planning Commission;
advises on trail maintenance projects and on rules, regulations and
ordinances pertaining to the trails.
Woodside History Committee - Meets monthly on the 2nd Thursday at
10:30 a.m.; 2-year term; advises the Town Council and staff regarding
actions, policies and plans relating to historic preservation; plans and
recommends means for ensuring the security and public accessibility of
the Town’s historic archives; gathers and catalogues historic material.
These are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory capacity
to the Town Council. Interested residents may request information
DQG DSSOLFDWLRQV IURP WKH 7RZQ &OHUN·V 2IÀFH DW 7RZQ +DOO 
:RRGVLGH 5RDG RU WHOHSKRQH    RU WKURXJK WKH
7RZQZHEVLWHDWZZZZRRGVLGHWRZQRUJ
The deadline for applications is Friday, January 31, 2020, by 5 p.m.
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Rendering courtesy Facebook/Hart Howerton

An early rendering of what Facebook’s proposed three-story
community center and library in Belle Haven might look like.

El Camino narrows to one
lane beginning this week
Locals, brace for traffic. Due
to construction work at the
Guild Theatre site, where the old
movie theater is being rebuilt
into a nonprofit live music
venue, sections of El Camino
Real and Ravenswood Avenue
are going to be narrowed to one
lane on weekdays for two weeks,
beginning this week.
There will be two lane closures:
southbound El Camino Real
between Santa Cruz and Live
Oak avenues and westbound
Ravenswood Avenue between
Laurel and Merrill streets. The
closures will be in effect between
9 a.m. and 3 p.m. from Monday
to Friday the weeks of Jan. 20 to
24 and Jan. 27 to 31.
These closures are expected
to cause delays, so the city of
Menlo Park recommends that
motorists drive safely and allow
extra time during these construction closures. “The city’s
police and transportation division staff will monitor conditions and work to minimize
impacts where possible,” an alert
from the city stated.
Intermittent closures due to
construction are expected over
the next 18 months. Closure
dates are expected to be posted
on signs along El Camino Real.
For more information people can subscribe to the city’s
weekly construction impact
alerts at menlopark.org/
constructionnews.

Belle Haven community
center and library update
Since Facebook first announced
its proposal to build a new
library and multi-generational
community center in October,
the city has taken a series of steps
to demonstrate its commitment
to moving the project forward as
quickly as possible.
Most recently, the city and
Facebook hosted a community
meeting to hear comments on
the existing facilities and how a
new facility might improve upon
them. Then, and at the council’s

BRIEFS

Jan. 14 meeting, Belle Haven residents voiced strong opposition
to even a discussion of changing
the name of the facility, currently named the Onetta Harris
Community Center, because
of Harris’ contributions to the
community.
City staff members are currently working out a potential
timeline, milestones and recommendations related to the
project for the City Council to
consider.
Next, the council is scheduled
to potentially vote at its Jan.
28 meeting on project aspects
related to “project prioritization, community engagement,
interim services and more,”
according to an announcement
from the city.
More information is expected
to be released on Thursday, Jan.
23, in the City Council’s agenda
for that meeting.
Go to menlopark.org/
bellehaven to access more
information.

State Senate candidate
forum in La Honda
A candidate forum to hear
from state Senate candidates
running to represent California’s 13th District is scheduled
for Wednesday, Jan. 22, from
7 to 9 p.m. at 120 Scenic Drive
in La Honda at the Cuesta La
Honda Clubhouse.
Seven candidates are in the
running for the seat now occupied by Jerry Hill, who’s being
termed out at the end of the year.
The event is sponsored by
La Honda Indivisible and the
League of Women Voters.
Parking is located near the
playground at the intersection
of Scenic Drive and Escondido
Drive.
Contact Lynnette Vega for
additional information at
lahondalynnette@earthlink.net.
— By Kate Bradshaw
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Feldman’s Books not eligible
for historic protections
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he Menlo Park building that houses Feldman’s
Books — and was formerly
home to Martin J. McCarthy
Groceries and East-West Books
over the structure’s more than
centurylong existence — is now
one step closer to demolition.
In a 4-3 vote on Jan. 13, the city’s
Planning Commission deemed
the Feldman’s building at 1170
El Camino Real and a neighboring structure at 1162 El Camino
Real, where youth mental health
services are offered, not historically significant, and therefore
not eligible for protection.
The development firm Prince
Street Partners, led by Chase
Rapp and Brady Fuerst, has proposed to replace those structures
with a prefabricated, three-story
building that has nine apartments, three of which would be
designated for below-market-rate
rent.
The four commissioners who
voted that the buildings are
not historically significant —
Andrew Barnes, Henry Riggs,
Larry Kahle and Michael Doran
— all said that it was a difficult
decision because of the cultural
value of the used bookstore, but
that ultimately, the buildings do
not meet the criteria for a historic
resource.
Historic resources can be categorized at the national, state and
local level. However, Menlo Park
does not have a system or registry
for tracking historic resources, or
policies for how such resources
should be protected.
The buildings were determined
to be ineligible for national or
state historic protection based on
two evaluations — one that the
developer submitted by the firm
Evans and De Shazo, and the other by Interactive Resources, Inc., a
third-party evaluator contracted
by the city to peer-review the first
analysis. However, the Planning
Commission could have found
it eligible for local protection, in
which case the developer would
have been required to complete
an environmental impact report
on how to potentially mitigate the
impacts the project might have on
that particular historic resource.
Since Menlo Park does not have
a separate local registry, however,
staff members suggested that the
Planning Commission review the
standard criteria used broadly in
other communities to determine
local historic resources.
These criteria are: Is it associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the
“broad patterns” of the city’s

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Feldman’s Books faces demolition to make way for a three-story
apartment building. Residents have rallied in support of the bookstore, but
the Planning Commission voted 4-3 on Jan. 13 that the Feldman’s building
and a neighboring structure are not eligible for historic protections.

historical and cultural heritage?
Is it associated with the lives of
people who are important to
the city’s past? Does it embody
locally distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method
or construction; an important
local creative individual; or high
artistic value to community residents? And has it yielded, or is it
likely to yield, information about
the prehistory or history of the
community?
Barnes said that, considering
the criteria, he was “unable to
find overriding considerations
... to make it historical from that
standpoint,” but noted he wants
further discussion about whether
the city should adopt a local registry with additional criteria.
The decision may be appealed,
he added.
Several commissioners pointed
out that it’s not necessarily the
building that makes Feldman’s so
unique, but rather the spirit of its
interior.
“Largely, Feldman’s is attractive
because it’s been well-furnished,”
Riggs said, arguing that while the
business should be protected, the
structure has little architectural
significance. He added that he is
interested in finding a new location for the bookstore and offered
to help.
Additionally, saving the building from demolition won’t necessarily protect the bookstore,
Doran pointed out. The bookstore is on a month-to-month
lease and there’s nothing preventing the landlords from raising
rent and pricing the business out.
Commissioners Camille Kennedy, Chris DeCardy and Michele
Tate opposed the finding that the
buildings are not historic. Kennedy talked about how the bookstore is a destination within and

outside of the community. “For
many people it appears to be a
north star. You can find yourself
again when you walk in there,”
she said.
DeCardy said he’d like to see
more context and information,
but added, “There is no way I
would vote to say this doesn’t
have historical significance, right
now.”
There was no shortage of
love expressed for the city’s last
remaining used bookstore by
people of all ages in public comments and in emails sent to the
commission before the meeting.
One mother, Suzan Szollar,
shared via email her 9-yearold daughter Paloma’s petition
to save Feldman’s Books. The
Laurel School fourth grader, on
lined notebook paper, wrote “If
you like Feldman’s, sign this petition to save it.” Her petition bore
23 penciled-in signatures from
other students.
At the meeting, Blake Conway
talked about the significance of
Feldman’s during his childhood
in Menlo Park. The building, in
its previous iteration as East-West
Books, had ties to the Whole
Earth Catalog, a countercultural
magazine focused on ecology and
holism that was published starting in 1968, he said.
“I think a used bookstore is, by
definition, historic in the way it
comes across its books, and what
you find there is an amalgamation
of the interests and the belongings
and the curiosities of the people
of a place, and Feldman’s does
represent that,” he added.
Fuerst said he and co-developer
Rapp have been working with
Jack Feldman to find a new location for the bookstore. “We are in
full-on support of finding Feldman’s a new home,” he said. A

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

The Gap Between
Buyers and Sellers
Dear Monica: My house is on the
market and has had a very good
response but so far no one has
made an offer. It is priced within
a popular range but no one has
acted on it. What are you seeing
so far this year? Chris B.

time soon. Sellers who have
priced their properties too high,
even modestly high, have not
had offers yet. And there have
been several price reductions in
the past few weeks. These price
reductions are resulting in sales.

Dear Chris: We are only a few
weeks into January and so far
buyers have shown little urgency
to make offers, even if they like
a particular property. They don't
feel pressured by the thought
of rising prices, and in fact do
not think prices will go up any

There is a gap between sellers,
who think that prices are higher
than they are, and buyers who
would rather wait than pay too
high a price. If you sense your
property is priced too high, you
should adjust the price if you
want to sell it.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

Need a ride?

The Avenidas Door to Door transportation
program uses dedicated drivers to
provide rides to seniors in the community
within a 12 mile radius, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medical facilities
Grocery stores and pharmacies
Salons
Shopping centers
Avenidas & other activity centers
Restaurants
Visits with friends & family

We now also provide extended, monitored
Lyft rides to the airport and other locations
outside our normal boundaries. So the next
time you want to go somewhere, remember
that Avenidas Door to Door will get you there!

Visit www.avenidas.org, call (650) 289-5411
or email rides@avenidas.org for a reservation.

Avenidas@450 Bryant
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State Senate candidates weigh in on ideas to tackle climate crisis
By Kate Bradshaw

challenge, and sadly, we’ve put
so much carbon into the atmoive of the seven candidates sphere,” Pine said. “We’re seerunning for state Senate in ing the effects of that every day
District 13 vied to win over around the world, and the future
Peninsula voters by showing their could be much worse, depending
passion and knowledge on a range on the types of policies we impleof environmental topics at a panel ment here in the state and around
held on Jan. 15 at Menlo-Atherton the world.”
Lieber, who served in the
High School.
Before a crowd of an estimated Assembly from 2002 to 2008 and
500 people, candidates answered ran against Hill in 2012, said she
a series of questions posed by the wants the region to be a model
moderator, San Mateo Coun- for energy and natural resources
ty Supervisor Dave Pine. They conservation in the state.
Masur talked about being raised
touched on the overall climate
crisis, as well as energy conserva- in Alaska with young parents, and
tion, water quality and availability, how she learned from her grandwaste management, and PG&E’s parents, who grew up during the
future for providing energy in the Depression, which helped her
develop a conservation mindset.
state.
The candidates are competing “It was about doing the things we
for the District 13 state Senate could do individually to make a
seat, now occupied by Jerry Hill, difference,” she said, adding that
who will be termed out this year. she thinks systemic change is also
The district runs from South San needed. When she was a school
Francisco to Sunnyvale and on board member, she supported the
the Coastside from Pacifica to the installation of solar panels at the
Ano Nuevo State Reserve. About school district she helped oversee,
82% of residents in the district she said, and she supports Redwood City setting “reach codes”
reside in San Mateo County.
Participating candidates were for stricter environmental requireDemocrat Sally Lieber, a former ments than the state mandates for
Mountain View councilwom- new buildings.
Glew said he is a proponent of
an and state Assembly member;
Democrat Shelly Masur, a Red- H.R. 763, a bipartisan climate proposal supported
wood City vice
by the Citizens’
mayor, nonprofClimate Lobby,
it executive and
‘There’s no more
which imposes
former school
important issue than a fee on fuel
board memproducers or
ber; Republican
facing the climate
importers,
Alexander Glew,
challenge, and sadly,
based on the
an engineer
carbon content
and Los Altos
we’ve put so much
of fuels that
Design Review
carbon into the
emit greencommissioner;
house gases into
Democrat Josh
atmosphere. We’re
atmosphere.
Becker of Menlo
seeing the effects of the
“I will listen to
Park, a philanthropist and that every day around anything that
works,” he said.
former venture
the world ...’
Energy sources,
capitalist and
he asserted,
CEO; and DemMODERATOR DAVE PINE,
need to be more
ocrat Michael
SAN MATEO COUNTY SUPERVISOR
renewable and
Brownrigg, a
Burlingame City Council member energy generation must produce
fewer emissions.
and former diplomat.
Becker quoted a Native AmeriAbsent from the forum were
Democrat Annie Oliva, who sent can proverb: “We don’t inherit
a message saying she could not be the earth from our ancestors, we
there due to a friend’s death, and borrow it from our children.”
“And let’s be honest, we’re not
Libertarian John Webster.
Candidates were asked to give being very good stewards right
an opening statement about their now,” he added.
Becker noted that he started
position on environmental concerns, and then answered ques- a clean energy investment fund
tions that came from some of the and ran for state Senate in 2010
environmental nonprofits that as a green energy entrepreneur.
organized the event — such as In addition, he announced an
Citizens Climate Lobby, Acterra, environmental policy platform
Sustainable San Mateo County the day before the forum, sayand 350 Silicon Valley — before ing he would push to make state
providing closing statements. agencies carbon neutral by 2030;
More than 20 additional environ- propose incentives to buy the
mental organizations supported cleanest electric vehicles and disincentives to buy the worst pollutthe event.
“There’s no more important ing vehicles; support bike lanes;
issue than facing the climate protect community choice energy
Almanac Staff Writer

F
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Moderator Dave Pine, a San Mateo County supervisor, introduces state Senate candidates to the
audience during a forum held on Jan. 15 at the Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center. They are, from left:
Sally Lieber, Shelly Masur, Alex Glew, Josh Becker and Michael Brownrigg.

programs; support annual reporting of greenhouse gas emissions
among cities of more than 75,000
people; and promote cleaner alternatives to freight transportation,
which he said is the single largest
contributor to diesel particulate
matter and nitrogen oxide emissions in California.
“California is the fifth-largest
economy in the world, so what we
do matters here and also beyond
our borders,” he said.
Brownrigg said his environmental priorities would be to attain
zero carbon electric energy, eliminate plastic going to landfill, provide 100% clean drinking water
for everyone in California, invest
$100 billion in Bay Area transit,
and restore150 billion gallons of
water to aquifers by 2030, at the
latest.
“Those aren’t easy targets,
but they’re realistic with courage
and conviction,” Brownrigg said.
He added that he’s worked with
the South Bay Waste Management Association, and based on
the environmental priorities he’s
helped set there, “we could be one
of the first net-zero-carbon garbage facilities in the state.”
He talked about the work he’s
done on the Burlingame City
Council to help a city that hadn’t
built new housing in decades
develop plans to build a new
neighborhood.
Sea level rise and what to
do about environmental hazards — such as wildfires and the
new challenge of power shutoffs
imposed by PG&E — were also
points of discussion.
On sea level rise, Lieber said
planned retreat, or the managed
relocation or abandonment of
properties at risk of being harmed
by erosion or sea level rise, should
be considered. Brownrigg talked
about how Burlingame’s bayside businesses, which generate

one-third of the city’s revenue,
would be impacted by 24 inches of
water due to sea level rise, as well
as the importance of communities
lobbying together for infrastructure funds.
“We have to get ahead of this,”
he said.
When it comes to PG&E, none
of the candidates is pleased with
the way it’s been run, but each
has different ideas about how to
address its future.
PG&E officials, Lieber said, have
been “errant and moral-less in the
way they’ve approached business.”
Brownrigg said he favors making the investor-owned utility a
public one. Masur was skeptical of
the idea, since making it publicly
owned would require the public to
take on the debts and liabilities of
the utility. But she talked about the
need to upgrade the power grid.
Glew said he thinks PG&E
should have competition and “go
out of business in a miserable sort
of way. ... That’s how business
works.”
Becker said that local community choice nonprofits, like Peninsula Clean Energy or Silicon Valley
Clean Energy, for instance, have
served as examples of transparent
and community-serving players
in the utility field. He added that
he supports microgrids and the
state effort to analyze the details
of the power shutoffs in 2019 and
how the territory of future shutoffs
might be narrowed.
On the topic of water and its
preservation and safety, Lieber
said she favors more water recycling and restricting intensive uses
of water.
Becker said his priorities are to
reduce lead levels in water where
children are exposed, require
water metering across the state
and figure out how to reduce water
use in the agricultural sector.
Brownrigg said he supports

returning water to rivers and
aquifers.
Glew said he favors dams for
water storage and hydroelectric
power, more efficient systems for
watering crops, and separating
systems to use potable water only
where it’s needed.
Masur talked about recycled
water systems, which have been
developed in Redwood City, and
said she supports infrastructure
and technology to use more recycled water.
The candidates also tackled
questions about how to make
environmental protection and
energy conservation efforts more
tenable for lower-income residents, as well as how to better
include people of color in discussions about the climate.
Glew asserted that only 29%
of U.S. residents think the threat
of climate change is a problem,
so engaging in public outreach
to make that number larger is a
priority. One cost-effective way to
be more energy efficient and use
less heat is to install triple-paned
windows, he added.
Becker talked about his past
efforts in workforce development
to promote green jobs.
Masur discussed how racism
has in some ways kept people out
of the environmental movement,
and spoke of the importance of
promoting leaders of color and
her plans to hire a diverse staff if
elected.
Brownrigg talked about the yellow jacket movement in France, a
grassroots pushback to gas taxes,
and the importance of understanding the needs of middle- and
low-income earners.
Candidates also responded to
several quick-round, yes-no questions. Should the high-speed rail
project move forward? That got a
See FORUM, page 19
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Woodside council rejects solar project at Town Hall
By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he Woodside Town Council backed away from a
project that would have
used solar panels to supply Town
Hall and the historic Independence Hall meeting venue with
electricity.
The project won a 3-2 council
majority at a meeting on Tuesday,
Jan. 14, with council members
Daniel Yost, Chris Shaw and
Ned Fluet voting yes, but fell
short of passage since a critical fourth yes vote was needed
with Dick Brown and Sean
Scott absent. Tom Livermore and
Brian Dombkowski voted no.
The solar panel project, paired
with batteries to store the electricity, would have given residents
a place to meet and charge their
electronic devices in the event of
a power blackout and would have
paid for itself in cost savings over
time, according to proponents.
But objections won out as the
council rejected the $304,000
project on a number of grounds,
including the visual damage
panel installation might cause to
Independence Hall and the fact
that power generated by solar
panels is more expensive than
power from Peninsula Clean
Energy, San Mateo County’s
clean-energy consolidator.
“Rooftop solar is the highest
priced way to go,” said project
opponent Ed Kahl. “The price
of solar systems and solar power
keep going down, so there’s
no advantage to spending the
money now.”
The proposal also included
a provision for electric vehicle
charging stations to be installed
in the parking lot at the town
library, but some residents
objected because of a shortage of
parking at that location.
“The cost of this redundant
system will be closer to $500,000
than $300,000 after adding in the
cost of a needed roof replacement,
charging stations, consultants’
fees and staff time,” Kahl said.
Shaw emphasized the safety
issue, saying that the town needs
an independent source of power
separate from the PG&E grid.
“When you eliminate generating electricity locally, you are putting the community at risk,” Shaw
said. “We’ve been talking about
this for a long time, and we keep
kicking the can down the road.”
Peninsula Clean Energy is also
supportive of independent green
energy projects, Yost said.
“Power shutoffs aren’t going
away,” he said. “(This project) is
something we need to do when
the budget is flush.”

Bridge repair approved

The council also approved a
maximum of $950,000 for a repair
to a 106-year-old bridge on Old La

Honda Road about a mile west of
Portola Road and authorized putting the project out for bid.
The bridge is a reinforced concrete box girder bridge built in
1914, according to the staff report
on the project.
A recent Caltrans study reported that the bridge is “structurally deficient” and experiencing
advanced deterioration of its exterior girders and abutment walls.
The study gave the bridge a 36.8
rating for “sufficiency,” with 100
being the highest score possible,
according to Woodside Planning
Director Jackie Young.
Although repair or replacement of any bridge with less than
a 50 rating is eligible for federal
funding which could be used to
cover 89% of the cost, the federal
Highway Trust Fund is currently
tapped out and new funding
won’t be available until 2023, said
Woodside Public Works Director
Sean Rose.
Despite that situation, the council voted to go ahead immediately
using town funds, since there are
three other bridges that also need
repairs, and wait to secure federal
reimbursement later.
Rose recommended the repair
plan that calls for placing a culvert 84 inches in diameter, along
with cement, under the bridge to
create a channel instead of replacing the entire structure.
“Right now there’s a rectangular concrete opening,” he said.
“We’re going to put a pipe inside
the opening and build concrete
walls and encase the culvert in
concrete.”
The council also authorized
Town Manager Kevin Bryant to
execute an amendment to the
contract for $57,770 in environmental consulting services for the
project to meet certain requirements for the state Regional
Water Quality Control Board,
according to the state report.
The control board requires that
Woodside restore about 1,000
square feet of riparian stream
area as mitigation for the bridge
construction, according to the
staff report.
Town staff has identified a site
downstream from the project on
Dennis Martin Creek at Portola
Road where the mitigation would
take place. The work will include
removing invasive plants, installing native plants and monitoring
of the work for up to five years,
the report says.
New traffic rules

Because of recent blockages of
Old La Honda Road caused by
accidents involving oversized
vehicles, the council moved to
change the size limits for trucks
using the road from a maximum
of 3 tons, which is about the size
of a pickup truck, to a limit of
35 feet in length and 13 feet in

height, and to end an exception
for routine deliveries to Old La
Honda Road residents.
The council also voted to
make the restrictions enforceable
rather than merely advisory, per
a recommendation from the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office,
which will be in charge of enforcing the ban.
Old La Honda Road is a narrow, winding route that connects
Portola Road and Skyline Boulevard south of La Honda Road.
The 3-ton weight restriction

did not address the problem of
very large vehicles not being
able to navigate the road’s
sharp turns, according to a staff
report.
In the most recent incident, in
September, a 75-foot-long truck/
trailer got stuck and needed to
be towed out, causing the road
to be closed to through traffic
for several hours and resulting

in damage to the road, according to the staff report.
Exceptions for public utility,
town, and emergency vehicles
will remain in place, along with
a new exception for any vehicle
that has obtained a transportation permit from the town.
Both the Old La Honda Road
bridge project and the vehicle size
restrictions passed unanimously. A
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N E W S
PARCEL TAX
continued from page 5

going out for parcel taxes, we are
not going to be alone in school
districts trying to get people’s
attention.”
The school board is also in
the process of hiring a political
consultant to advise the district
on a possible Measure X replacement. Board members noted that
their decision on whether to put
a measure on the November ballot could be influenced by what
the consultant recommends.
Burmeister said that the cost
of an election other than a

November general election
would be more expensive, since
the cost of holding an election
would be spread across fewer
parties. Additionally, the cost of
educating voters in preparation
for a ballot measure during a
“really noisy campaign” would
be much higher, he said.
But board member Mark Box
said that if the school board feels
ready to go out for a November
ballot measure, it should, but not
before having many conversations with the community about
the need for the tax.
Although the meeting agenda
included discussion of a possible

district bond measure, there was
no such discussion.
Compensation

At the same meeting, the
board unanimously approved
a new contract for Burmeister,
which includes a 5% raise during
the 2019-20 school year, retroactive to July 1, bringing his salary
up to $258,151.
It also voted to extend his contract by three years to June 30,
2023, with an automatice 2% pay
hike and a “retention bonus” at
the end of each of the three years.
The bonuses would be 5% of
his annual salary at the end of

CONSTRUCTION ALERT
Night Work on El Camino Real –
Starting December 2019

WHAT:
Middle Plaza construction crews will be doing night work
and partially closing travel lanes on El Camino Real between
Middle Ave and Ravenswood Ave in both directions for the
demolition and installation of West Bay sanitary sewer lines.
For a given direction of travel, a maximum of two lanes of
travel will be shut down each night, leaving at least one lane
of travel open at all times. Work will take place at night when
traffic volumes along El Camino Real are lower.
WHEN:
Mid-December, 2019 – late-January 2020
Construction schedules are approximate and subject to change due to weather and

the 2020-21 school year; 7.5%
at the end of the 2021-22 school
year; and 10% at the end of the
2022-23 school year, according
to the staff report.
The board also began to discuss establishing principles of
compensation to help attract and
retain district employees other
than teachers and some other
certificated staff. Burmeister
noted that a draft document of
the principles is similar to the
“teacher compensation philosophy,” which was established in
2019 and emphasizes giving
teachers pay increases that are
higher than what neighboring
districts offer.
Saywell said that he’d like
the non-teacher compensation
principles to reflect that these
district employees hold as much
value as teachers and aren’t
simply present to support teachers. He wants the principles to
acknowledge that “there are a
lot of different employees who
make a really big impact on the
culture and environment” of
district schools.
In November 2018, Jarrod
Coombes, president of the district’s chapter of the California
School Employees Association,
told the board that support staff
felt like an afterthought since
the new policy includes only
teachers.
The groups that will be affected
in a non-teacher compensation
policy include: classified employees represented by CSEA; unrepresented certificated employees,
including psychologists, counselors, occupational therapists, and
site and district administration;
Early Learning Center teachers;
and assistant teachers.
In the fall, the district’s teachers represented by the Menlo
Park Education Association
received a 5% raise after the
school board approved the

teacher compensation principles.
The raise is higher than they had
been given in recent years. The
board last approved raises for all
district employees in June 2017,
when it authorized a 2% pay hike

CITY COUNCIL

Given that the council had held
an hours-long discussion about
limited staff resources earlier
in the evening, she added, she
would rather see transportation staff resources focused on
immediately addressing dangerous intersections for pedestrians
or moving the Middle Avenue
bike and pedestrian underpass
forward faster. And while much
of the work would be done by
AECOM, the consultant firm the
city’s working with on the project, it will still require staff work,
City Manager Starla JeromeRobinson said.
Mueller said he suspected that
the viability of the project will
likely “come down to what the
design looks like.”
“The longer I’m on (the) council, the more I think: If you do
something beautiful, anything’s
possible, if you do it bad, it’s not,”
he said. A

continued from page 5

unforeseen conditions.

WORK HOURS:
10:00 P.M. to 5:00 A.M, Sunday through Thursday. No night
work will occur on Friday and Saturday
MORE INFORMATION
For more information about the Middle Plaza project and to
sign up for construction alerts, please visit our website at
middleplaza.stanford.edu
If you have any comments or questions, contact
(650) 497-4052 or middleplaza@stanford.edu
Office of Government & Community Relations
450 Jane Stanford Way
Building 170, 1st Floor, Main Quad
Stanford, CA 94305
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separation option after hearing
from a number of community
members about the potential
benefits of the alternative.
Combs explained that on the
rail subcommittee last year he
and Mueller heard from community members that a fully elevated rail option could be the most
cost-effective and offer the least
amount of construction impact
of the options yet explored, and
for that reason, they agreed to
move forward with studying it
extensively.
Now, however, Nash is on the
rail subcommittee, and says
she’s “very skeptical” about the
viability of a fully-elevated grade
separation option.
“I don’t see it happening,” she
said, “It seems like not a good use
of resources.”

Trustee Scott Saywell
said that he wants
the non-teacher
compensation principles
to reflect that these
district employees
hold as much value as
teachers and aren’t
simply present to
support teachers.
for the 2017-18 school year and a
3% increase for 2018-19, according to the district website.
Enrollment

The board unanimously
approved a contract, not to
exceed $13,800, with San Mateobased Enrollment Projection
Consultants to study district
enrollment projections. Of that
amount, $11,800 will be for
completion of a basic enrollment
forecast update and optional
study additions for the contract,
effective Jan. 10 to June 30.
Although enrollment in the
district has slowed in recent
years, it may grow in the next
two to three years with new
housing projects along El Camino Real opening, according to
the district website and district
officials. This could impact
capacity at Hillview Middle
School, a former district administrator told The Almanac in the
fall.
Video of the meeting can be
viewed at vimeo.com/384003331. A

N E W S

Atherton signs off on Caltrain proposal
to permanently close its train station
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A

fter more than a dozen
public comments, the
Atherton City Council
decided on Jan. 15, to accept a
proposal from Caltrain to permanently close the town’s train
station.
The town will now work with
the rail service agency to create a
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with specifics for closing the station in the next few
months.
Caltrain spurred this process last
week, when it sent a letter to the
town — which had most recently
indicated it wants to expand
service to weekdays — asking
it to provide official support for
the proposal before closing the
station, which currently operates
only on weekends.
At a Jan. 15 City Council
meeting, Mayor Rick DeGolia
expressed sadness that a historic
part of Atherton, and California’s
rail system, would close, but said
that sadness often accompanies
progress.
“At the end of the day, we will
benefit from the closure,” he said.
“The station was heavily used in

the past, but not today. ... There’s a
significant capital cost to keep the
station.”
Town staff noted it would cost
about $30 million to upgrade the
station to bring back full weekday
service.
Atherton and Caltrain officials
met several times over the last six
to eight months as the rail agency
prepares for electrification of its
train service from San Francisco
to San Jose, according to DeGolia.
Several speakers at the meeting noted that they would gladly
travel to the nearby Menlo Park
or Redwood City stations to take
the train.
They also advocated for some
sort of path extending south of
Watkins Avenue that would safely
connect Atherton to the Menlo
Park station. With such a path,
which Caltrain mentions in its letter, people would not have to walk
along busy El Camino Real to go
from Atherton to Menlo Park.
Caltrain also mentions that the
town may expand its quiet zone as
a result of the station closure and
safety improvements at Watkins
Avenue, which would “significantly expand the area in which
horns are not sounded.” Residents

at the meeting said they would
be pleased if they no longer hear
train horns.
“I’m willing to give up our cute
little train station,” Mc Cormick
Lane resident Barrett Anderson
said at the meeting. “I welcome
a much faster express station in
Menlo Park. It’s a remarkable
opportunity.”

‘Restore weekday
service and get back
to providing the
service we need as a
community’
MALCOLM DUDLEY,
FORMER MAYOR

The majority of public comments were in support of closing
the station, but DeGolia noted
that there is more of a balance of
Atherton residents on each side of
the issue.
Malcolm Dudley, former Atherton mayor and town Rail Committee member, spoke in support
of the side not represented as
strongly at the meeting. Dudley
said that traffic congestion in the

area poses a major threat to the
safety, health and quality of life of
Peninsula residents.
“Restore weekday service and
get back to providing the service
we need as a community,” he said.
Caltrain had previously indicated that it might eliminate a
stop in either Redwood City or
Menlo Park to accommodate an
Atherton stop. It has the final say
on the schedule.
“Neighboring jurisdictions have
asked, ‘why are you (Atherton)
clogging up the system,’” said
council member Cary Wiest. “We
do lose the convenience, but a lot
of riders already go to stations
north or south of us. It’s the slow
boat to China if you get on (the
train) in Atherton.”
Council member Mike Lempres said that as Caltrain service
expands, it would be better for the
environment and for ridership to
funnel riders to nearby stations.
The station, which is more than
100 years old, is a designated
“hold out station” because it has
a center boarding platform only,
meaning passengers can cross the
tracks in multiple places to reach
the platform. To change this, Caltrain would have to build separate

platforms for northbound and
southbound trains, and a fence
separating the tracks.
Caltrain suspended weekday
stops in the town in 2005 due to
low ridership.
If the town and Caltrain can
come to an agreement, the rail
agency will begin a process of
about five to six months to identify potential impacts, obtain
environmental clearance and
develop a station closure resolution, according to the letter.
To close the station, Caltrain
said it would seek funding,
between $7 million and $9 million, to construct a right-of-way
fence separating the current station from the town’s civic center,
remove the existing station platform and track crossings, remove
ticket vending machines and bike
lockers, and implement grade
crossing safety improvements at
Watkins Avenue.
Vice Mayor Elizabeth Lewis
said it’s important that details are
firm in the MOU since there are
“many vague promises” in the
letter from Caltrain. For example,
Caltrain offers to lease some of
the station land to the town, but
doesn’t say how much it would
charge it, she said.
“I think this is the beginning of
a negotiation with them,” she said.
“We need to make sure it’s clearly
spelled out. The letter doesn’t
promise us a whole lot.” A

State Senate Candidates Debate
Wednesday, February 5
7:30 – 9 p.m. at Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium
1313 Newell Rd., Palo Alto

Featuring

Josh Becker (D)

Michael Brownrigg (D)

STATE
SENATE

2020

Alex Glew (R)

Sally Lieber (D)

Shelly Masur (D)

Annie Oliva (D)

John Webster (L)

PANEL: Jocelyn Dong, Editor, Palo Alto Weekly
Kate Bradshaw, Reporter, Embarcadero Media
Ben Christopher, Political Reporter, CalMatters

Who will fill the 13th District State Senate seat when
Sen. Jerry Hill is termed out this year?
California’s open primary election is Tuesday, March 2. Voters can vote for any candidate regardless of party affiliation.
The top two in the primary will face off in November unless one candidate receives more than 50%.
The 13th District runs from South San Francisco to Sunnyvale.
Sponsored by Palo Alto Weekly, Palo Alto Online, Mountain View Voice, The Almanac and CalMatters
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Boys & Girls Clubs

Give to The Almanac

Holiday Fund
Your gift helps local children
and families in need

The organizations below provide
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation

Rotary Club
of Menlo Park

Enclosed is a donation of $_______________

The David and Lucile Packard
Foundation
The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.
All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The Almanac

Name__________________________________________________________
Business Name __________________________________________________

Provides emergency food, clothing, household
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to
families in need, regardless of religious preference,
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more
than 2,000 households.
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood
City community, provides assistance with child care,
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are
available in Spanish and English.

C

www.siliconvalleycf.org

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Fair Oaks Community Center

ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers and foundations contributed $150,000 from more than 150 donors for the 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations,
foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the
gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page.

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund

Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City.

Holiday
Fund
2019

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula.
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals
annually on their path back to permanent housing and
self-sufficiency.

Project Read
Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo
Park area. Trained volunteers work one-on-one to help
adults improve reading, writing and English language
skills so they can function more effectively at home,
at work and in the community. Basic English classes,
weekly conversation clubs and volunteer-led computer
enrichment are also offered.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St.
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and
clothing assistance.

Address ________________________________________________________

Second Harvest Food Bank

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

The largest collector and distributor of food on the
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to
more than 250,000 people each month through more
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties.

Email __________________________________________________________

Credit Card (MC, VISA, or AMEX)

All donors and their gift amounts will be
published in The Almanac unless the boxes below are checked.

__________________________________________Expires _______/_______

T I wish to contribute anonymously.

Phone _________________________________________________________

T Please withhold the amount of my
contribution.
Signature ______________________________________________________
I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
OR:

T In honor of:

T In memory of:

T As a gift for:

_____________________________________________________________
(Name of person)
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Please make checks payable to:
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Send coupon and check, if applicable, to:
02 – The Almanac Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145
The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.
A contribution to this fund allows your
donation to be tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San
Mateo County, including children, young people and
families, with counseling, prevention, early intervention,
education, and residential programs. StarVista also
provides crisis intervention and suicide prevention
services including a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an
alcohol and drug helpline, and a parent support hotline.

Upward Scholars
Upward Scholars empowers low-income adults by
providing them with financial support, tutoring, and
other assistance so they can continue their education,
get higher-paying jobs, and serve as role models and
advocates for their children.

C O M M U N I T Y

Thank you for donating
to the Holiday Fund
Almanac Holiday Fund Donor List
As of January 14, 167 donors have contributed $145,962
to the Almanac Holiday Fund.
23 Anonymous ..........................$22,400

Paul Perret ........................................500

Steve Patrick.....................................100

Jerry & Shirley Carlson ......................250

Barbara L. Bessey .................................*

Dorothy Polash .................................200

James E. Esposto ..................................*

Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ............100

Kerry DeBenedetti.................................*

Sherrill Swan .................................1,000

Susanna Tang & Albert Scherm .........300

Linda Maki .......................................150

Dorothy B. Kennedy ..............................*

D Austin Grose .................................500

Betsy & Horace Nash........................500

Kathy & Bob Mueller ........................100

Carole Mawson ................................100

John Barbour......................................30

Barbara Jacobson .............................150

Charles Martin .................................250

Mary Cooper ......................................50

Penny & Greg Gallo ..........................500

Bill Wohler ........................................419

C. Friesman.......................................100

Lucy Reid-Krensky ............................100

Marcia Makino .................................250

Dianne Ellsworth ..............................250

Dorothy Saxe ....................................100

Duncan & Jean Davidson......................*

David Reneau ...................................150

Joe & Julie Zier .................................100

Susan Hine .......................................100

Michelle Rapp ...............................1,000

Roger & Pat Witte.............................100

Amy Roleder.....................................100

C. & B. Thompson .............................225

Kathy & Bob Feldman.......................500

Betty Meissner..................................150

Bobbie & Gale Fullerton ...................100

Susan Kritzik & Bruce McAuley.........500

Tricia Wright ..................................2,000

Noble & Lorraine Hancock................500

Paul Welander ....................................75

Joyce Pharriss ...................................250

Stan Scott ...........................................75

Victoria Rundorff ..................................*

Joan Lane ......................................1,000

Donna Mackowski............................200

Lynne Davis ..........................................*

Ken Ashford........................................75

Kathryn Stivers ..............................1,000

Donald Lowry & Lynore Tillim............100

Ann Morgan.........................................*

Tom & Joyce Dienstbier ........................*

Laura Hofstadter & Leonard Shar .....500

Kathy & Bob Feldman.......................120

Frank & Nancy Sammann ...................10

Brennan Family.................................200

Pegasus Family ..............................2,000

Annie Nunan ....................................200

Douglas Keare Jr. & Jill Morgan .....1,000

Sandy Shapero .................................500

Leslie & Hy Murveit ..........................200

Erika L Crowley ....................................*

Karin Eckelmeyer ..............................100

Calhoon Family.................................500

Terri D. Bullock Family....................2,500
Jim Lewis..............................................*
Kenneth M. Ashford..........................193
Bob Barrett & Linda Atkinson ...........250

Mark Weitzel ...............................10,000

Earlune Mund ..................................200

Connie & Bob Lurie .......................5,000

E.R. & B.L. Dodd ...............................175

Bob & Mary Dodge...........................300

Frank & Betsy Stockdale .................1000

In Memory Of
Peter Hurlbut ....................................100

Barbara & Bob Ells ...........................500

Mary Kenney ........................................*

Jerry Carlson of Woodside ....................*

Barbara & Bill Binder ............................*

Christina & Bill McClure ...................100

Annie Strem .........................................*

Gail & Susan Prickett ........................500

Wanda Cavanaugh...........................100

Louise Bertolucci ................................25

Ron & Carol Clazie ...............................*

Mike & Leslie Crisp ...........................100

Jean Zonner...................................1,500

Michael & Lenore Roberts ................150

Renee Chevalier ...............................500

Esther Johnson .................................100

Margaret Melaney............................200

Jonathan Hahn ...................................50

Ted Heidinger ...................................250

Linda Keegan ...................................200

Gary & Roma Wagner.......................250

Bill Land ...............................................*

Andrea G Julian................................500

Jean Zonner....................................1500

Anne Hillman ................................1,000

Charles Bacon &
Cynthia Dusel-Bacon ........................200

Lynne S. Fovinci ..................................50

Bettina Mcadoo................................500

Sybille Kats ...........................................*

Susan Ellis & Mark Linton .....................*

In Honor Of
Nancy Stevens ......................................*

Lorraine Macchello ...........................100

Kayleen Miller...................................100

The Liggett Family ................................*

Bob & Marna Page ...............................*

Sue & Viole .......................................100

Dennis McBride ................................250

Robert & Barbara Simpson ...................*

Gordon Chamberlain........................600

Susan Carey ..................................2,000

Gisela Brugger...............................1,000

Clay & Nita Judd ..................................*

Bruce & Ann Willard ......................1,500

Elizabeth Tromovich..........................100

Ann Treadwell ......................................*

Robert & Connie Loarie ........................*

Maggie Mah & Thomas Johnson ..........*

Tate Family ..................................10,000

Marc & MaryAnn Saunders ..................*

Anne G. Moser .....................................*

Judy & Doug Adams .............................*

Del Secco Family...................................*

Volckmann Famkly ........................2,000

Robert L. Mullen ...............................250

Stamler-Kemeny Family.....................750

Thelma L. Smith ....................................*

Melanie Austin .................................500

Robert & Karen Allen..........................50

Barbara Kent ....................................250

Don & Catherine Coluzzi ......................*

Linda Craig & Evan Hughes ..............250

Penny Gamel ........................................*

Businesses &
Organizations
Carstens Realty ...........................10,000
Menlo Park Rotary Club Tour de Menlo
Bike Ride .....................................20,000
Grifﬁn & Sons Construction ..............150
Menlo Park Fireﬁghters Association ..500
Narrative Histories - Maggie &
Mark da Silva ...................................200
Hewlett Foundation.......................8,750
Packard Foundation.....................15,000
* Donor did not want to publish the amount of
the gift.

Photo courtesy of her family.

RoseAnn Sayler, founder of the Menlo Park Academy of Dance,
died on Jan. 5 at age 96. She had a rich career as a dancer.

RoseAnn Sayler, beloved
teacher, Menlo Park dance
academy founder, dies
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

R

oseAnn Sayler, a longtime
Menlo Park resident who
founded the Menlo Park
Academy of Dance and participated in the city’s civic life for
many years, died Jan. 5 at age 96.
She was born June 19, 1923, in
Muskogee, Oklahoma, the fifth
of seven children born to Al and
Rose Smith.
She began dancing as a child
when she caught a lucky break.
Her sister would often help walk
one of her friends across town to
attend dancing lessons, but one
day, her sister couldn’t go because
she didn’t finish her chores, so she
went instead.
Sayler initially merely watched
her friend during the lesson, held
in the home of a woman named
Miss Bonnie, Sayler wrote in an
autobiographical piece published
in The Almanac in 1998. When
the lesson switched to tumbling
on a mat, though, her eagerness
to participate became evident and
Miss Bonnie asked if she’d like to
try it.
“She taught me a backbend and
I haven’t stopped bending since
then,” Sayler wrote.
She went on to participate in
and win amateur contests before
winning a contest to dance at the
Dallas Centennial Celebration.
Later in her childhood, her
family relocated to Stillwater,
Oklahoma, where she attended
high school. They moved there

because her father, a fireman, was
asked to teach chemical warfare
at Oklahoma State during World
War II.
Upon arriving there, she
approached a local dance teacher
to inquire about lessons. But when
she danced for the teacher, the
instructor said she “would like
to know as much as I did” and
suggested that she open a dance
school.
“So I did,” Sayler wrote.
She finished high school in two
years, and while there she also
picked up baton twirling and
joined the orchestra.
At 16, she auditioned and was
accepted to tour with a professional company in Oklahoma
City; she traveled with a troupe
across the U.S. performing with
a ventriloquist, a singer and others. She continued to perform
throughout college at Oklahoma
State, where she once presented
27 dances in one day.
After graduating, she danced in
San Francisco. Later, she studied
by day at the San Francisco Ballet school and at night danced in
Mountain View at a night club
called the Bon Ton. It was there
she met the son of the club’s
owner, Lewis Sayler, whom she
would later marry.
She continued studying, earning certification for secondary
education, working as a member
of Dance Masters of America, and
See ROSEANN SAYLER, page 18
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Students move through campus during recess at La Entrada School in Menlo Park on a recent day. A
S
bblack and white security camera can be seen in the top left corner.

A

Local schools turn
to security cameras
as they struggle
with theft,
vandalism, other
campus crimes
By Angela Swartz, Almanac Staff Writer
Photos By Magali Gauthier, The Almanac

14QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 22, 2020

heightened awareness
about school security,
an increase in vandalism and theft, and a
violent
crime on a Peninsula camv
pus
p are leading local school district
tr officials to join other school
administrators
in a recent nationa
wide
w trend: installing surveillance
cameras
on their campuses.
c
Such cameras had hefty price
tags
ta in the past — reaching
hundreds
of thousands of dolh
lars.
la Now, they are more affordable,
enabling cost-conscious
a
districts
to install them on their
d
campuses.
c
Last November, the Woodside
si Elementary School District
board
approved placing about
b
eight
cameras on the district’s
e
only
campus, Woodside Eleo
mentary,
according to district
m
Superintendent
Steve Frank.
S
The
T cameras, which will cost a
total
to of around $28,500, will be
installed
this month, he said.
in
“When we did the last bond
(measure
in 2014), we took a
(m
long
lo look at what it would cost to
implement
cameras or (motion
im
detector)
sensors, but based on
d
surveys
and the culture of the
su
community,
we didn’t want to
c
create
a closed-off fortress of a
c
school,”
Frank said.
s
A recent trend of break-ins on

Woodside campus and across
San Mateo County prompted
officials to reconsider cameras,
he said.
In June, the San Mateo County
Sheriff’s Office arrested a man
for attempting to steal iPads and
computers from the school after
he tripped an alarm. But it’s not
this single incident that spurred
the district to consider cameras,
Frank noted. Recently, there
have been four smash-and-grabs
to steal items from cars parked
on campus, including one in
broad daylight during a back-toschool night, he said.
“There’s been a heightened
awareness with an uptick of
property damage,” he said. “We
really do need to protect student
safety and cameras are not anything other than a deterrent.”
Violence on some some school
campuses has also been a concern for administrators, and the
hope is that cameras can deter or
solve such incidents.
Last year, someone shot and
killed a Carlmont High School
student on the Central Elementary School campus in Belmont,
according to media reports. In
October, the Belmont-Redwood
Shores School District board
voted to install exterior-facing
security cameras at its seven

campuses and district office following the incident.

A national trend
Peninsula school districts are
joining the roughly 81% of K-12
public schools in the U.S. that
use security cameras on their
campuses. That figure is from
a 2015-16 school year study
released in 2018 by the National
Center for Education Statistics.
Nationally, there has been a
considerable amount of conversation about security cameras
on school campuses in light of,
most recently, the mass shooting at Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, Florida,
in 2018, said Molly Henricks,
school safety and risk prevention
coordinator for the San Mateo
County Office of Education.
During an active shooter situation, schools can potentially
allow police officers to view live
feeds from cameras on campus,
Henricks said, adding that realtime feeds can help police act
quickly during an emergency.
During the Parkland shooting,
police efforts to apprehend the
shooter were hampered because
officers thought they were watching the suspect live on school
cameras, but they were actually
seeing 20-minute tape-delayed

C O V E R

images, according to the South
Florida Sun Sentinel.
Henricks said that some
schools are also installing
security cameras to investigate reported incidents, such as
fights or bullying.
Office of Education staff
members do not keep a running
count of county school districts
that have installed security cameras, but they have noticed an
increase in camera installations,
Henricks said.

Privacy concerns
Some school neighbors are concerned about the need for safety
measures to ensure people’s privacy as they go about their days
on and around the nearby cam-

Peninsula school
districts are joining
the roughly 81% of
K-12 public schools
in the U.S. that use
security cameras
to monitor their
campuses, according
to a 2015-16 school
year study released
in 2018 by the
National Center for
Education Statistics.
pus, Henricks said. She noted
that neighbors don’t want to be
monitored just because they live
across the street from a school.
This is remedied by not positioning cameras toward residences,
she said.
Frank said the cameras at

Woodside will not face inward
toward the campus; instead they
will monitor the school’s parking lot to see who is coming and
going.
“We think relative privacy
does not extend toward being in
an automobile coming toward
our campus,” he said. The
cameras will not be monitored
in real time, and there will be
signs posted on campus alerting
people to them, he said.
The Las Lomitas Elementary
School District added security
cameras to “key locations” at
La Entrada Middle School in
Menlo Park after two break-ins
on campus last summer, said
Superintendent Beth Polito, who
added that the perpetrators did
not take anything.
In an email to staff and parents,
Polito noted that signs will be
posted in the vicinity of all cameras, and their use will “hopefully be primarily preventative.”
“In the event of another break
in, camera feed will be reviewed
to provide law enforcement
assistance in apprehending the
culprit,” she wrote. “While the
primary purpose of the surveillance system will be to protect
District facilities from break
ins, recordings may be used in
disciplinary proceedings and
any matters captured by cameras may be referred to local law
enforcement, as appropriate.”
This school year, Portola Valley School District officials
installed additional security
cameras and upgraded older
ones on both school campuses
to protect property and improve
security, at a cost of $43,758
for camera hardware, mounting accessories and five years
of licenses and support, said
Superintendent Roberta Zarea.
The district first installed cameras on its campuses in 2013 in
response to several incidents of

S T O R Y

Ofa Taimani, an administrative vice principal secretary at Menlo-Atherton High School, reviews security
camera footage of a bike theft on the Atherton campus with school resource officer, KC MacDonald of the
Atherton Police Department, on Jan. 16. Footage is examined only when an incident is being investigated,
Taimani said. In cases of criminal activity, Taimani will typically hand over specific segments of footage to
MacDonald, she said.

after-hours vandalism and theft,
she said.
Recently, there has been concern that valuable construction
materials from Corte Madera
and Ormondale school construction sites could be stolen, said
Adam Lint, the district’s director of bond projects. The district
is especially vulnerable to theft
because its campuses are tucked
away in the isolated hills west of
Interstate 280, Zarea said.
The district’s policy states that
“cameras shall not be placed in
areas where students, staff, or
community members have a
reasonable expectation of privacy.” Although the video recordings, which capture images and
not sound, are not monitored
actively, they may be used in
disciplinary proceedings and can

be passed on to local law enforcement, according to the policy.
Zarea noted that there has
been an increase in vandalism
and theft in the area in general
over the years.
Bicycle thefts at local school
campuses appear frequently in
police logs, but there have also
been more substantial incidents.
For example, in December
2018, police arrested a man for
stealing about $14,000 worth of
iPads and MacBooks from Encinal School in Atherton.
A Nov. 14 Menlo Park City
School District staff report on
possibly renewing the Measure
X parcel tax that will expire in
2024, notes that new funds could
go toward, in part, implementing
“best-in-class” security plans and
infrastructure on all campuses.
This could include strategic fencing around schools and “state-ofthe-art” video systems to ensure
safety, according to the report.

The district “has strategically placed cameras in certain
campuses over a period of the
last few years based on need,”
said Superintendent Erik Burmeister in an email. “Cameras
currently serve the purpose of
campus security related to vandalism and loitering. The Board
has begun the conversation of
expanded video surveillance for
increased security needs.”

Shortfalls of camera
technology
Many of the measures that
would help schools improve
security are “less flashy and
fad-driven, and sometimes more
discreet or even invisible,” said
Kenneth Trump, a school safety
expert and president of the
National School Safety and
Security Services, a Clevelandbased national consulting firm
See SECURITY CAMERAS, page 16

Above: A security camera on the side of a building at La Entrada
School. At left: Students walk past a security camera at Corte Madera
School in Portola Valley on a recent day.
January 22, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ15
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADOPT BY REFERENCE,
THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE WITH THE
2019 CALIFORNIA AND LOCAL AMENDMENTS
INCLUDING ALL ADOPTED STANDARDS AS
SPECIFIED PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS GOVERNING
CONDITIONS HAZARDOUS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY
FROM FIRE OR EXPLOSION WITHIN THE TERRITORY
OF THE WOODSIDE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT,
ESTABLISHING A BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION
AND PROVIDING OFFICERS THEREFORE AND
DEFINING THEIR POWERS AND DUTIES.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors
of the Woodside Fire Protection District County of San
Mateo, State of California, pursuant to California Health
and Safety Code section 13869 will adopt by reference,
the 2018 International Fire Code with the 2019 California
$PHQGPHQWV LQFOXGLQJ DOO DGRSWHG VWDQGDUGV DV VSHFLÀHG
prescribing regulations governing conditions hazardous to life
DQGSURSHUW\IURPÀUHRUH[SORVLRQZLWKLQWKHWHUULWRU\RIWKH
Woodside Fire Protection District, establishing a Bureau of
)LUH3UHYHQWLRQDQGSURYLGLQJRIÀFHUVWKHUHIRUHDQGGHÀQLQJ
their powers and duties for all the geographical territory within
the District; and that a public hearing will be held January 27,
2020 at 7:00pm, at 808 Portola Rd. Portola Valley, CA 94028
FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following
such public hearing, the Board of Directors of the District
intends to enact all, or part of said ordinance; and
FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that copies of the
2018 International Fire Code along with the 2019 California
amendments and the proposed adopting ordinance, are on
ÀOH ZLWK WKH 6HFUHWDU\ RI WKH %RDUG RI WKH 'LVWULFW DQG DUH
open to public inspection at 808 Portola Rd., Portola Valley,
California 94028.
Secretary of the Board
Woodside Fire Protection District

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION

Districts 1, 5, and 7
Terms from February 2020 to February 2024
The Planning Commission participates in the administration of
the planning laws and policies of the Town. It is responsible for
recommending to the Town Council ordinances and resolutions
necessary to implement the General Plan and adopted development
policy. The Commission also conducts necessary public hearings
to administer the planning laws and policies of the Town and
acts upon applications for zoning amendments, conditional use
permits, variances, subdivisions, and other related functions as
may be assigned by the Council.

SECURITY CAMERAS
continued from page 15
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schools not only to keep the campuses safer but also to mentor
students and break down barriers between students and police.
School resource officer KC MacDonald spends his full workweek
handling everything from mental
health crises to fights between
students. The majority of his
work time — two days per week
— is spent at Menlo-Atherton
High School, but he drops by eight
school campuses in all.
Since 2006 there have been
security cameras on MenloAtherton and Woodside high
school campuses, according to
The Almanac’s archives. M-A

specializing in school security
and emergency preparedness
training.
For example, school officials
can reconfigure a campus’ main
entrances to funnel visitors into
the school’s office, preventing people from walking into
classrooms and spaces where
students congregate, he said.
Schools can also enhance hallway supervision and reduce bullying by positioning restroom
sinks in common areas so adults
can better supervise kids washing their hands after using
the bathroom, he said.
‘We (police) could do
Trump acknowledged
that there is always a push
our jobs without the
to do something “new”
in order to respond to the
cameras, but it (camera
heightened fears of parents,
educators and the broader
technology) helps
society after a high-profile
shootings such as the Parkmitigate a lot of issues.’
land incident.
“They (school officials)
KC MACDONALD, SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER
are looking at physical,
tangible security hardware
and products that meet the emo- has 65 cameras, said Principal
tional security needs, but could Simone Rick-Kennel.
MacDonald said Atherton
create a false sense of unrealistic
security due to the overreliance police can request access to a
upon quick-fixes versus time school’s cameras if there is an
and people investments,” he said incident on the campus, but the
police don’t have access to a live
in an email.
“It’s easy to point to more feed. Police recently used footcameras or additional police at age from a camera installed at
a school (neither of which on M-A to identify a student who
their own are bad things), but vandalized a police car parked
it’s harder to point to adults on campus, he said.
“We could do our jobs without
building relationships with kids,
improved counseling and mental the cameras, but it (camera techhealth support, regular planning nology) helps mitigate a lot of
and cross training with first issues,” MacDonald said. Police
responders, and diversified lock- can use camera footage to see
down, evacuation, fire and other if a suspect is a person they are
drills, (and) proactive communi- already familiar with or send the
cations strategy with parents and image to other law enforcement
the community — all of which agencies to help identify the
culprit, he noted.
truly make schools safer.”
The Menlo Park Police DepartThe Atherton Police Department employs a school resource ment hasn’t reviewed footage of
officer who visits Atherton incidents at schools, said police

spokesperson Nicole Acker. It
did provide officials at TIDE
Academy, a high school that
opened this school year in Menlo
Park, with recommendations on
cameras, she added. TIDE has 20
security cameras on its campus,
said Sequoia Union High School
District spokesperson Ana Maria
Pulido.
Trump hopes that school officials know how to use camera
technology if they choose to
install it.
He has completed a number of
security assessments at schools
across the country in recent
years, where school officials
have installed new technology, such as cameras and
new telephone systems, and
the school staff has not been
trained on how to use them
or on the equipment’s capabilities. He’s seen schools
in which principals have
no remote access to their
schools’ cameras, yet the
function exists.
“We were in one high
school where we interviewed
the safety team and only
one person knew that an all-call
announcement could be made
over the new telephone system
put in classrooms the year before,
yet nobody told the principal, her
assistants, or the school’s crisis
team,” he said.
He’s also seen schools install
camera systems through grants
or one-time funding, but not
maintain them since they don’t
have the budgets to fund them
in the long term. This results in
cameras that are not functioning, not being repaired and
presenting a false sense of security, he said. A
On the cover: School in
Portola Valley walk through
campus during the lunch period.
Photo by Magali Gauthier.
Design by Doug Young.

7KH3ODQQLQJ&RPPLVVLRQPHHWVRQWKHÀUVWDQGWKLUG:HGQHVGD\
of the month at 6:00 p.m.
To obtain information on residency or addresses of residential
properties located in Districts 1, 5, or 7, please check the Town
website at www.woodsidetown.org XQGHU ´:KDW·V 1HZµ DQG
´7RZQ&RXQFLODQG3ODQQLQJ&RPPLVVLRQ'LVWULFWVDQG0DSµ
Interested residents may check residency requirements, request
information, and submit applications Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m and 1:00-5:00 p.m. at the Town Clerk’s
2IÀFH 7RZQ +DOO  :RRGVLGH 5RDG :RRGVLGH &$ 
7KH7RZQ&OHUNPD\EHUHDFKHGE\FDOOLQJ  RU
e-mailing jli@woodsidetown.org.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, January 31, 2020, by 5 p.m.
INTERVIEW AND APPOINTMENT BY TOWN COUNCIL:
Tuesday, February 11, 2020, 7:00 p.m.
Published:The Almanac on January 15, 2020, and January 22, 2020
Posted: January 8 - 31, 2020
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School resource officer KC MacDonald watches the M-A High School parking lot on a recent day.
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County health department developing plan to stanch red ink
By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

D

iscussions about Medicare
For All and the Affordable
Care Act in the presidential debates are highlighting the
affordability crisis in health care
nationwide.
And while some are advocating
that the federal government play
a larger role in paying for health
coverage, what’s happening to
San Mateo County Health, the
county’s health department, is
the exact opposite, according to
county health department chief
Louise Rogers.
The department is projecting
a $57 million deficit in 2020-21,
with $48 million of the gap at the
main hospital, San Mateo Medical
Center, alone, largely due to reductions in funding for Medicaid and
other federal programs.
Federal support for Medi-Cal,
the state of California’s Medicaid program serving low-income
residents, at San Mateo Medical
Center is projected to decline to
$307 million in 2020-21 compared
with a projected increase in costs
to $356 million, according to San
Mateo County Health.
The health department has an
annual budget of $838 million, of
which $177 million comes from
the county and the rest from federal and state sources, Rogers said.
Until fiscal year 2016-17, Medicaid support for the hospital
consistently exceeded its cost
of operation, according to the
department’s statistics.
At the other end, the department is getting squeezed by higher
labor costs, amounting to a $14

million increase in salaries and
benefits in 2020-21, that are occurring because it needs to compensate health-care workers for the
high cost of living in the Bay Area
and especially on the Peninsula,
Rogers said in a phone interview.
Without the increases, the county would find it increasingly difficult to fill critical positions, she
said.
“We’ve been working on the
structural deficit challenge for several years now,” Rogers said. “The
core issue is the labor costs that
are going up at a higher rate than
the revenues we’re receiving from
state and federal government.”
The department has a plan
to raise revenues, spend down
reserves and cut costs that it will
introduce at a study session with
the Board of Supervisors on Jan.
28 to move toward balancing its
2020-21 budget, Rogers said.
The plan calls for increasing
revenue by $30 million, cutting
programs by $16 million and
using about $8 million from the
department’s reserves to close the
rest of the deficit, she said.
The revenue increases will come
from “providing more services
and redesigning services without
increasing costs,” which could
include transferring more services
to nonprofits, Rogers said.
“We are seeing a decline in
incarcerated youth and subsequently have redirected services to
greater areas of need,” Rogers said
in a department release. “We have
identified services for reduction
where patients or clients could still
obtain services within the community, just not from us.”
The $16 million in cuts will

San Mateo Medical Center financial outlook
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June 19, 1923 – January 5, 2020
On Sunday, January 5,
2020, RoseAnn Sayler, long
time dance teacher and
Menlo Park resident passed
away at the age of 96. She was
predeceased by her loving
husband, Lewis Sayler and
her six siblings. RoseAnn
grew up in Oklahoma and
it is told she took her first
dance class when her older
sister did not finish her
chores, so RoseAnn was
allowed to attend in her
place. She loved to dance and
left home to perform for the
troops during WWII. After
the war, she settled in Menlo
Park and began teaching
dance. At first the studio was
named RoseAnn’s Dance
Studio, but was later changed
to Menlo Park Academy of
Dance. RoseAnn was known for her infectious smile and strong
determination as well as her love of children. A memorial service
will be held at Menlo Church located at 950 Santa Cruz Avenue on
January 31 at 2 pm. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to the Menlo Park Academy of Dance Scholarship fund.
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largely come from eliminating
about 100 unfilled positions
and laying off about 80 current
employees, Rogers said.

“Unfortunately, the recommendations necessary to address
a $57 million gap necessitate
eliminating positions in the San

Mateo County Health workforce, as well as eliminating or
See RED INK, page 19
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C O M M U N I T Y

Finding the freedom to live and die well
By Mary Matthiesen

W

hen people learn that
I work with a hospice
agency, many think
I spend every day focused on
death. In fact, we spend much
more time focusing on quality
of life and supporting what
matters most to those we serve.
This is one of the many lessons
I learned from my mother as
she was dying 15 years ago — a
lesson that continues to inspire
my life and my work.
My mother accepted her
death with grace, and told
those she loved that she loved
them. She lived her final days
at home, aligned with what
mattered most to her.
Like my mother, most Americans expect their families
to carry out their wishes
for end-of-life care. However, 75% admit that they have
never clearly articulated those
wishes, and their children are
often afraid to ask. As a result,
while 80% of people say they
would like to spend their final
days at home with support, in
reality, the vast majority die in
institutions.
As hard as my mother’s death
was for me as her daughter,
I take great solace that we
were empowered to support
her wishes because she took
charge of her own health care
decisions.
Her actions also inspired
me to consider and share what
really matters to me for the end
of my life — and all the days
between now and an unknown
then. Doing so made me feel

our community who need it.
And, although hospice is a
Medicare-covered benefit, we
can serve patients regardless
of their insurance or ability to
pay. All of this thanks to the
support of our incredible community of donors.
As a nonprofit, we also
offer community education
— opportunities to learn and
talk about something we will
all face. Every week, Mission
Hospice hosts workshops, grief
support groups, author
readings, movies, and
FIRST PERSON
other opportunities to
Mary Matthiesen, a Menlo
discuss life and death.
Park resident, is chief
Together with local
strategy and integration
senior
and health care
officer for Mission Hospice
nonprofits right here
in San Mateo. She is the
in Menlo Park, Mission
author of “Dying to Make
Hospice led a coalition
a Difference: One woman’s
liberating journey to heed life’s call after her
dedicated to creating
mother’s death and the legacy that’s possible
a more compassionate
when we do.”
community for people
facing serious illness,
were dedicated to improving death, and bereavement. Over
end-of-life care for their com- the last few years, this group
munity — helping patients live has offered dozens of free “Take
their final months to the full- Charge” advance care planest by providing compassion- ning workshops throughout
ate support to them and their the Peninsula, helping people
consider and express what’s
families.
I believe deeply in the kind most important to them, and
of care we can offer as a non- then doing all that’s possible
profit hospice — which has to ensure that loved ones and
become the rarity rather than medical professionals can supthe norm, both in California port their wishes.
In teaching others that we
and nationally. Our commitment to patients over profit can each have the power and
means we can offer alternative courage to choose the kind of
and complementary therapies care we hope for, I am followthat ease pain and increase ing the lead of my mother —
quality of life. We can offer who was quite frankly the last
grief support for those in person I expected to learn this
lifted, lighter, and full of new
energy for life. That experience
in turn motivated me to help
others make the most of their
lives, and to prepare for their
own future care.
In 2016, I joined Mission
Hospice, with the goal of raising awareness of end-of-life
issues within the areas of San
Mateo and Santa counties.
Mission Hospice was founded
in 1979 by a group of nurses,
neighbors, and friends who

Photo courtesy of the author

Mary, standing behind her mother, with her sister.

from. Facing the reality of our
mortality isn’t easy stuff, and
it’s much bigger than a form or
a single conversation. Yet it can
give both the living — and the
dying — great freedom in the
end.
We’re all in this life and
death thing together. By talking about what we want, learning the facts, and supporting
each other along the way, we

can truly be part of a community that cares — about living
and about dying well. In the
end, what matters more than
that?
Mission Hospice hosts free
Take Charge workshops
regularly, including one in
Palo Alto on Jan. 31 and Feb.
7. Go to missionhospice.org
for more information.

ROSEANN SAYLER

professional ballet company.
Over the years, Sayler wrote,
many of her students have become
dance teachers, won scholarships
through pageants, gone on to
dance on Broadway, and danced
with the San Francisco Ballet and
various dance companies around
the U.S. and Europe.
Sayler was also active in Menlo Park’s civic community. She
served for 15 years on the city’s
recreation board and five years on
the arts commission.
She is preceded in death by
her husband Lewis and her six
siblings. She was known for her
infectious smile and strong determination as well as her love of
children, according to her niece,
Sheri House.
A memorial service will be held
at Menlo Church at 950 Santa Cruz
Ave. at 2 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 31.
The family prefers that memorial donations be made to the
Menlo Park Academy of Dance
Scholarship fund.
Information provided by her
family and previous writing.

continued from page 13

attending National Dance conventions and workshops.
In 1947, she founded RoseAnn
Dance Studio, first located at 1259
El Camino Real before it moved to
1163 El Camino Real in 1949, with
a short stint in a four-car garage in
between, according to the Menlo
Park Historical Association. The
studio was renamed the Menlo
Park Academy of Dance in 1969
and is now the official school for
Menlowe Ballet, Menlo Park’s

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Each day is
a Gift,
Take time
to untie the
ribbons.
Happy and
Healthy New
Year 2020!

650.245.1845
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C O M M U N I T Y

Childhood education focus of film screening in Menlo Park
Watch ‘No Small Matter’ documentary
at Hillview Middle School on Jan. 22
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

S

an Mateo County officials
will meet for a film screening and discussion about a
problem plaguing local families
— a shortfall of early childhood
education options — on Jan. 22
at Hillview Middle School in
Menlo Park.
The Menlo Park City School
District, Community Equity
Collaborative, All Five, the Primary School, and Good2Know
Network are partnering to host a
screening of “No Small Matter,”
a documentary about the impact
of early childhood experiences,
according to a school district
press release.
The film also highlights how
RED INK
continued from page 17

reducing contracts with some
community partner organizations,” Rogers said in the release.
The $8 million in reserve
spending will cut San Mateo
County Health’s reserves in half,
she said.
“We will have sufficient

millions of American children
are not getting the care they need
to succeed and examines “the
complicated science, history and
sociology that has brought the
early care and education system
to where it is today,” according to
a school district press release.
“While it’s the poorest children who are most vulnerable, middle class families are
increasingly feeling the squeeze,
as the cost of quality child care
soars,” according to the film’s
website.
“The research is clear and
compelling: Young children
benefit immensely from participating in high quality early
care and education; it’s now up
to courageous community leaders and policy makers to take

action and ensure every child education classrooms by 2025,
has the opportunity for life- according to the assessment.
The panel discussion will
time success,” said San Mateo
County Office of Education include San Mateo County
Superintendent Nancy Magee Supervisor Dave Pine, Menlo
in a prepared statement. Magee Park City School District Superintendent Erik
will moderate
B u r m e i s t e r,
the event’s panPark
el discussion.
‘Quality child care and Menlo
Mayor Ceclia
San Mateo
and
County fami- preschool are pivotal to Taylor
lies are facing the development of our early learning
educators. The
a shortage of
kids, yet are woefully panelists will
child care serfocus on how
vices. The coununderfunded’
the local comty will need to
DAVE PINE,
munity can
fill about 2,500
SAN MATEO COUNTY SUPERVISOR
become eduteaching spots
cated about the
by 2025 to keep
pace with the growing need challenges and opportunities
for early childhood education for high-quality early learning
programs, according to a 2016 options and how people can
early learning facilities needs help improve the early learning
assessment for the county. There landscape, according to the press
is a projected shortage of about release.
“Quality child care and
14,000 slots for children in early

reserves to cover another $8 million rather easily,” Rogers said.
San Mateo County Health
primarily serves lower-income
residents and any significant
service cuts will affect people
who are already at risk, Rogers
said.
“Our hospital and clinics and

services to inmates and jails
are primarily focused on lowerincome people,” she said.
At the same time, the health
department provides some services, such as restaurant inspections and services to schools,
that benefit residents regardless
of income. A

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
DIGITAL SALES MANAGER

2020

Be Part Of Our Digital Future

FORUM
continued from page 8

no from everyone except Masur,
who gave it a “maybe.”
And: Should nuclear energy be
part of California’s future energy
mix?
That earned a yes from Glew,
Becker and Brownrigg and a no
from Lieber and Masur.
And finally, each candidate was
asked to talk about what personal
attributes they would bring to the
job to be effective.
Becker spoke of his ability to
bring people together to solve
major public problems and accelerate ideas into initiatives.
Brownrigg talked about his
skills and ethics as a diplomat as
well as his track record in moving
projects forward in Burlingame
that had been mired in lawsuits.
Lieber discussed her experiences in the state Assembly, and
how she found success by being
helpful to other Assembly members and building goodwill as a
collaborator.
Masur talked about her experience and knowledge in the areas of
public health and education, and
how she’s worked to build diverse
coalitions. Glew brought up his
education and his ability to listen
and solve problems without having an ax to grind. A

preschool are pivotal to the
development of our kids, yet
are woefully underfunded,”
said Pine, who co-chairs the
Childcare Partnership Council,
a county group that identifies
local priorities for child care and
early learning services, in a prepared statement. “I encourage all
community members to attend
this film screening and panel
discussion to better understand
the lifelong benefits of quality
early learning programs and the
urgent need to make sure that
such programs are available to
all children regardless of family
income.”
The event takes place from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Hillview
Middle School, 1100 Elder Ave.
in Menlo Park. For more information and free tickets, go to bit.
ly/NoSmallMatterMPCSD.
For more details about the
film, go to nosmallmatter.com. A

VOICES FOR A
SUSTAINABLE WORLD

Learn about the intersections between
today’s social and environmental challenges.

The Peninsula’s leading media company, Embarcadero Media, is
seeking a dynamic digital sales professional to join our growing
sales team, lead digital sales growth, be a part of pioneering new
digital sales products and make a big impact on company revenue.
If you thrive in a community-focused environment where you
can offer creative solutions and truly deliver value to your clients,
consider joining the Embarcadero Media team.
S/he is responsible for digital revenue generation on Embarcadero
websites, email newsletters, sponsored content, email marketing
blasts, and other digital products under development. In addition,
the Digital Sales Manager assists in developing sales and marketing
strategies to build lead-generation, inﬂuence customer life cycle,
and increase client retention. This position reports to the Vice
President of Sales & Marketing.
The perfect candidate will have the following:

KEVIN FEDARKO
& PETER MCBRIDE
FEBRUARY 18

ERIN BROCKOVICH

CHEF JOSÉ ANDRÉS

MARCH 17

APRIL 21

Visit openspacetrust.org/lectures for tickets.
All lectures take place at the
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts.
SPONSORED BY

• 3+ years of digital sales experience
• Strong track record of closing digital sales business
• Expertise in digital marketing
• An interest in leading and managing others
• History of exceeding sales targets
• Proven ability to drive revenue through long-term relationships.
Compensation includes base salary plus commission, health beneﬁts,
vacation, 401K and proﬁt sharing. We offer a culture where
employees are respected, supported and given the opportunity to
grow as we innovate in today‘s local media environment. Please email
a cover letter and resume to tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com.
Learn more at embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

ONLINE

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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P E O P L E A N D P E R F O R M A N C E S I N A R T S A N D E N T E R TA I N M E N T

TOrVAlD’s ‘lITtLE sKYlARk’
rETuRNs iN‘A DOlL’s HOuSE, PArT 2’
Palo Alto Players production offers Lucas Hnath’s
update to Ibsen’s ‘feminist moment’
by John Orr

T

he final line of Henrik
Ibsen’s “A Doll’s House”
is a stage direction:
“The sound of a door shutting
is heard from below.”
That informs Torvald Helmer
that his wife Nora — his “little
skylark, his doll” — has left
him, and their three children.
The character is shocked,
audiences at its premiere were
shocked, and at least one prominent actress refused to perform in the play when it got
to Germany because, she said,
she would never leave her own
children.
But performances sold out
in 1879 Copenhagen for what
was an “awesome feminist
moment,” as actress Gabriella
Grier put it, in a recent phone
interview.
“It was banned in Europe
sometimes. That a woman
would leave her family was too
crazy and provocative at the
time,” she said.
Grier is playing Nora in “A
Doll’s House, Part 2,” by Lucas
Hnath, which begins with Nora
coming back through that
slammed door, many years
later. Michael Champlin plays
her estranged spouse.
“The good news is you don’t
have to have any familiarity
with ‘Part 1,’” said Jeffrey Lo,
who is directing ‘Part 2’ for
the Palo Alto Players, opening
on Jan. 18 at the Lucie Stern
Theatre. “What little you need

R EVIEW

to know is at the beginning of
‘Part 2.’ ‘Part 1’ is essentially
about a well-to-do woman, a
mother, a wife, who is unhappy
in her marriage, and leaves at
the end of the play. Back then,
that left everyone up in arms
that a woman would leave her
husband and children just
because she was unhappy,” he
said. “Our play is set 15 years
after ‘Part 1’ and has Nora coming back through the door she
slammed. ... What she needs, I
don’t want to share.”
Lo loves to let his audience
enjoy a play’s “reveals” — those
“Aha!” moments. So, we expect
something good from this play
as well. In his day job, Lo is
casting director at TheatreWorks Silicon Valley.
“I really wanted to work on
this play,” said Grier, who grew
up in Palo Alto before going to
Barnard College and the Juilliard School, then returned to
the Peninsula, where her day
job is in the advancement office
at Crystal Springs Uplands
School in Hillsborough.
“It’s just a fascinating exploration of reality and the fantasies about how we wish our
lives could go ... we want Nora
to find her own voice. Really,
her family doesn’t see her as
a real person. But, what is the
cost? She left her children, she
left her husband...
“What’s interesting is you get

Photo by Joyce Goldschmid/Palo Alto Players

A Doll’s House, Part 2, features Michael Champlin as Torvald and
Gabriella Grier as Nora.

to see Herr Torvald’s perspective. ... In his world, he was
doing all the right things. For
her to just leave, you see how
devastating that was to him.”
Lo is well pleased with
Grier’s work as Nora.
“She’s just a real strong,
classically trained actor,” Lo

said. “She auditioned with me,
and was very amazing. In
rehearsal, we found her mind
and mine work the same.
We are kindred spirits,
finding big meanings in small
words.” A

 I N F OR M ATI ON
What: “A Doll’s House, Part 2.”
Where: Lucie Stern Theatre,
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto.
When: Jan. 18-Feb. 2. Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.; Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m.; Sundays at
2 p.m.
Cost: $27-$54.
Info: paplayers.org.

John Orr is a freelance writer.

The Portola Art Gallery presents
‘The Square Show’
Artist reception
this Saturday
The award-winning artists
of the Portola Art Gallery in
Menlo Park are showcasing
original works of art that are
smaller in size but large on
value and creativity.
The art show runs through
February at the gallery, located
in the historic Allied Arts

Guild complex at 75 Arbor
Road.
The diminutive original
paintings and fine art photographs make owning an original piece of art easier for the
first-time buyer, notes a gallery
volunteer.
An artist reception is scheduled for this Saturday, Jan. 25,
from 1 to 4 p.m.
The Portola Art Gallery

20QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 22, 2020

“The Square
Show” features
6x6” works
by the awardwinning artists of
the Portola Art
Gallery, including
this acrylic work
by Jerry Peters, a
retired battalion
chief with the
Menlo Park
Fire Protection
District.

exhibits representational art
by 17 Bay Area artists, who
work in media including
painting, pastel, ceramics and
photography.
Gallery hours are 10:30 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Saturday.
Go to portolaartgallery.
com or call 650-321-0220
for more information.
Photo courtesy of the Portola Art Gallery
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520 Rhodes Dr, Palo Alto

765 San Antonio Rd #56, Palo Alto

Listed for $3,750,000 | 1,866 sq ft living, 8,280 sq ft lot
3 bedrooms | 2 bathrooms

Listed for $1,125,000 | 946 sq ft living
2 bedroom | 1 bathroom

JLEE REALTY
650.857.1000 | JulianaLee.com | DRE 00851314 | 4260 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Craving a new voice in Peninsula dining?

BY E L E N A K A DVA N Y

Every other week, top local food reporter
Elena Kadvany provides insight into the
latest openings and closings, what she's
eating that she's excited about,
interviews with chefs and the
trends affecting local restaurants.

Sign up for food reporting you won't ﬁnd anywhere else at almanacnews.com/express
January 22, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ21
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Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Theater

¶$'ROO·V+RXVH3DUW· Jeffrey Lo directs
Lucas Hnath’s comedic play that picks up
right after the end of Henrik Ibsen’s original
play, “A Doll’s House.” Jan. 23-Feb. 2; dates
and times vary. $22-$46; discounts available. Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield
Road, Palo Alto. paplayers.org
¶7KH1HWKHU· Jenny Hollingworth directs
Jennifer Haley’s “The Nether,” a haunting
sci-fi thriller and crime drama set in a virtual
wonderland where anything can happen. Jan.
23-Feb. 9; dates and times vary. $30-$39;
discounts available. Dragon Productions Theatre Company, 2120 Broadway St., Redwood
City. dragonproductions.net
2QH7RXFKRI9HQXV Stanford University’s
department of music presents a fully staged
production of “One Touch of Venus” by Kurt
Weill, with lyrics by Ogden Nash and book by
S.J. Perelman and Nash. Jan. 25, 2:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. $13-$28; discounts available.
Dinkelspiel Auditorium, 471 Lagunita Drive,
Stanford. sto.stanfordtickets.org
¶2VOR· Winner of the 2017 Tony Award for
best play, “Oslo” tells the true and widely
unknown story of how a Norwegian diplomat and her husband planned top-secret
meetings between Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization, culminating in the
historic 1993 Oslo Accords. Jan. 23-Feb.
16; dates and times vary. $20-$38. Bus
Barn Theatre, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos.
losaltosstage.org
¶7KH3LDQLVWRI:LOOHVGHQ/DQH· TheatreWorks Silicon Valley presents “The Pianist
of Willesden Lane,” a true story about
a young Jewish pianist escaping Nazioccupied Austria at the outset of World War
II. Concert pianist Mona Golabek recounts
her mother’s poignant saga of hope and

resilience to illustrate the power of music.
Through Feb. 16; dates and times vary. $25$55; discounts available. Mountain View
Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Castro
St., Mountain View. theatreworks.org
¶7DNLQJ6WHSV· Director Troy Johnson
and Bay Area comic actors take on Alan
Ayckbourn’s farce “Taking Steps,” where
chaos unfolds in a haunted Victorian house.
Through Feb. 9; dates and times vary. $20$35. The Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St.,
Mountain View. thepear.org

Concerts

%DOOURRP&XOWXUDO6HULHV Filoli’s Ballroom Cultural Series features nine unique
events ranging from live music to interactive performances. This upcoming Sunday
features the Chinese Instrumental Ensemble
performing traditional songs. Jan. 26, 3-5
p.m. $30. Filoli Gardens, 86 Canada Road,
Woodside. filoli.org
)UHH2UJDQ5HFLWDO Weekly noon-time
organ recitals on the two Flentrop organs
at All Saints Episcopal Church. Each recital
will include at least one work by J.S. Bach.
Tuesdays through May 26, 12:15-12:45
p.m. Free. All Saints Episcopal Church, 555
Waverley St., Palo Alto. asaints.org
¶+ROG)DVW7R'UHDPV· The words of
poet Langston Hughes set the tone for the
African American Composer Initiative’s 11th
annual concert, featuring AACI’s roster of
musicians and guest jazz artists Valerie
Capers and John Robinson. Jan. 25-26,
3 p.m. $5-$20; discount for seniors and
students. Performing Arts Center, Eastside
College Preparatory School, 1041 Myrtle
St., East Palo Alto. aacinitiative.org
7KH3UDLULH5RVH%DQG The Prairie Rose
Band, a four-piece folk-country-Americana
band, performs music of the Old West. Jan
25, 1-2 p.m. Free. Belle Haven Library, 413
Ivy Drive, Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
HORIZON VIEWS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283475
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Horizon Views, located at 14826 Skyline Blvd.
#4, Woodside, CA 94062, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
BARBARA HEYDORN
14826 Skyline Blvd. #4
Woodside, CA 94062
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 12/23/2019.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 23, 2019.
(Alm Jan. 1, 8, 15, 22, 2020)
AMERICA SERVICES PROVIDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283526
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
America Services Provider, located at 152
Daphne Way, East Palo Alto, CA 94303, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SENITA UHILAMOELANGI
152 Daphne Way
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
APPOLLONIA D. UHILAMOELANGI
152 Daphne Way
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: A Married
Couple.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 01/02/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 2, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020)

DAHL DENTAL PRACTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283633
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Dahl Dental Practice, located at 1300
University Drive, Suite 7, Menlo Park, CA
94025, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
TRISHAL LAMBA, DDS, INC.
1300 University Drive, Suite 7
Menlo Park, CA 94025
California
This business is conducted by: A
Corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 1/10/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 10, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 2020)
TUNE MOBILE CHIRO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283619
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Tune Mobile Chiro, located at 130
Brookwood Rd., Woodside, CA 94062, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SANAZ KHALILI MALEK
130 Brookwood Rd.
Woodside, CA 94062
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 1-10-2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 10, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 2020)

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.com
for assistance with your legal advertising needs.
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Talks & Lectures

5KRQGD0DJHH Rhonda Magee, professor at
University of San Francisco, discusses ways
to confront discrimination and cultural biases
using stress reduction techniques. Jan. 28,
7:30-9 p.m. $7-$33. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org
&KDQJLQJWKH*DPH Coach John
O’Sullivan talks about how youth are
enrolled into athletics programs for all the
wrong reasons and his “7 C’s of a High
Performing Mindset” that help ensure that
athletics is a positive and rewarding experience for children. Jan. 28, 7-9 p.m. $20;
free for members. Woodside Priory Shool,
302 Portola Road, Portola Valley. commongroundspeakerseries.org
,V$UWWKH)XWXUHRI-HZLVK3UDFWLFH"
Aaron Henne, founder and director of Los
Angeles’ theatre dybbuk, talks about the
current role of art in Jewish lives and ponders what would be different if art played a
more fundamental role. Jan. 27, 7:30-9 p.m.
$15-$18; discount for members. Gershwin
Meeting Room, Oshman Family JCC, 3921
Fabian Way, Palo Alto. paloaltojcc.org
:KDW'RHVD%ODFN+ROH/RRN/LNH" University of California at Berkeley astrophysics
theorist Eliot Quataert gives a free, illustrated, nontechnical talk on how scientists
were able to take the first-ever image of a
black hole. Jan. 22, 7 p.m. Free. Smithwick
Theater, Foothill College, 12345 El Monte
Road, Los Altos Hills. foothill.edu

Family

$'D\DWWKH)DUP Visitors can reserve a
day at the Hidden Villa farm and tailor the
reservation to include private farm tours
for up to 30 people and one of three picnic
areas. Dates vary through May 23; times
vary. $180-$275; prices vary between packages. Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los
Altos Hills. hiddenvilla.org

Museums & Exhibits
$OH[DQGHU1HPHURYRQ3ROORFNDQG
GH.RRQLQJ Alexander Nemerov, department chair of art and art history, explores
the Anderson Collection’s newest Jackson
Pollock and Willem de Kooning paintings
through poetry. Jan. 23, 6:30 p.m. Free.
Anderson Collection, 314 Lomita Drive,
Stanford. anderson.stanford.edu
+LOOHU$YLDWLRQ0XVHXP.LGV·&DUQLYDO
Hiller Aviation Museum’s carnival features
aircraft checkouts, cockpit exploration,
glider and helicopter construction and
more. Jan. 26, 10 a.m.-noon. $18; event
included with museum admission. Hiller
Aviation Museum, 601 Skyway Road, San
Carlos. hiller.org
$*LIWRI$UWIURP0DULO\Q)6\PPHV
Marilyn F. Symmes’ gift to the Cantor Arts
Center is an eclectic selection of prints
and drawings highlighting different ways of
thinking about artworks as both images and
objects. Through May 18, times vary; closed
Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328
Lomita Drive, Stanford. museum.stanford.
edu
¶&RLQWUDSWLRQV· “Cointraptions: Classic
Coin-Operated Machines” explores what life
was like before the era of credit cards with
classic coin-operated machines, including
gambling devices, a mutoscope, vending machines and more. Through Feb. 16;
Friday-Sunday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. The
Museum of American Heritage, 351 Homer
Ave., Palo Alto. moah.org
¶-RUGDQ&DVWHHO5HWXUQLQJWKH*D]H·
Featuring paintings made in the last five
years, Jordan Casteel’s large-scale portraits
of Harlem community members are intimate
portrayals of often overlooked members
of society. Through Feb. 2, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.;
closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center,
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford.
museum.stanford.edu
¶/HIWRI&HQWHU· “Left of Center” exhibition
seeks to show how modes of art-making
that originated on the West Coast decisively changed the topography of American
modernism. Through Sept. 20, times vary;
closed Tuesdays. Free. Anderson Collection, 314 Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.
stanford.edu
¶7KH0HODQFKRO\0XVHXP· Mark Dion,
known for his work on the history of museums

Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

and their collections, will delve into the original
Stanford family collection to create a cabinet
of curiosities for the 21st century. Ongoing.
Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive,
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
¶2XWVLGH/RRNLQJ,Q· “Outside Looking
In: John Gutmann, Helen Levitt, and Wright
Morris” presents work by three American photographers in The Capital Group Foundation
Photography Collection at Stanford University
who used the camera to observe the public
lives and private spaces of others. Through
Feb. 12, times vary; closed Tuesdays. Free.
Cantor Arts Center, 328 Lomita Drive,
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
¶3OXV2QH· “Plus One” features vibrant
expressions in abstract and representational paintings, photography, ceramics,
wood, glass and jewelry. Through Feb. 9;
Wednesday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free.
The Main Gallery, 1018 Main St., Redwood
City. themaingallery.org
¶3URFHVVDQG3DWWHUQ· Memory, history
and making collide in the work of contemporary artists McArthur Binion, Charles
Gaines, Julie Mehretu and Analia Saban.
Through Feb. 17, 11 a.m.-5 p.m; closed
Tuesdays. Free. Anderson Collection, 314
Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.stanford.edu
5LFKDUG'LHEHQNRUQ See an intimate and
interactive installation of famed Bay Area
artist Richard Diebenkorn’s paintings and
sketchbooks that shed light on the artist’s
process, including his shift from figurative
to more abstract work. Ongoing, times vary;
closed Tuesdays. Free. Cantor Arts Center,
328 Lomita Drive, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
¶7KH6TXDUH6KRZ· “The Square Show” is
a group exhibition of 6 inch by 6 inch works
ideal for gift-giving and new collectors.
Through Feb. 28, 10:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; closed
Sundays. Free. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor
Road, Menlo Park. portolaartgallery.com
¶6XUI6HTXHQFH· “Surf Sequence” explores
Ansel Adams’ relationship with water in different forms with a series of spontaneously
captured surf images. Through May 18;
times vary. Free. Cantor Arts Center, 328
Lomita Drive, Stanford. events.stanford.edu
:LQGKRYHU7RXU Open for public tours
every Saturday, the Windhover building is a
meditative space built with the intention of
promoting mental and spiritual well-being.
Ongoing; Saturdays 11:00 a.m.-noon. Free.
Cantor Arts Center, 370 Santa Teresa St.,
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu

Film

¶1R6PDOO0DWWHU· Hillview Middle School
screens and hosts a panel discussion about
Greg Jacobs’ documentary, “No Small Matter,” an in-depth look into America’s early
care and education system. Jan. 22, 6:308:30 p.m. Free. Hillview Middle School, 1100
Elder Ave., Menlo Park. eventbrite.com
¶+RORFDXVW(VFDSH7XQQHO· A part of Jewish Heritage Month, Foothill College screens
“Holocaust Escape Tunnel,” a documentary
about a group of archaeologists that discovered a tunnel near Vilnius, Lithuania, which
served as an escape route for Jews fleeing
the Nazis during World War II. Jan. 27, 1-2
p.m. Free. Hearthside Lounge, Foothill College, 12345 S El Monte Road, Los Altos.
foothill.edu
¶/LIH:LOO6PLOH· The Oshman Family JCC
screens “Life Will Smile,” a 40-minute documentary that tells the story of the complete
survival of Europe’s only Jewish community
during the Holocaust on the Greek island of
Zakynthos. The screening will be followed
by a Q&A panel. Jan. 27, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
$10. Albert and Janet Schultz Cultural Arts
Hall, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo Alto. paloaltojcc.org
¶6LOHQFHG&RPSRVHUVLQ5HYROXWLRQDU\5XVVLD· The second installment of the
three-part documentary series, “Music,
War and Revolution,” this film is dedicated
to Russian composers of the late teens and
early ‘20s of the last century. Professor
Peter J. Schmelz provides a post-screening
lecture. Jan. 28, 6 p.m. Free. Oshman Hall,
Stanford University, 355 Roth Way, Stanford. live.stanford.edu

Outdoor Recreation

&KLQHVH1HZ<HDU&HOHEUDWLRQ Docents
Huey-Shin Yuan, Vivian Neou, and Ray

Curiel guide hikers through the Olion, Steam
Donkey, Gordon Mill, Timberview, Giant Salamander and Fir trails to celebrate the Year
of the Rat. Jan. 25, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. El
Corte de Madera Creek Preserve, Highway
35, Redwood City. openspace.org
*UHHQKRXVH7RXUV Docents guide visitors
through Filoli’s historic greenhouses and
talk about its plant collections, as well as
its past and present uses. Through Feb.
23; Fridays and Sundays, 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. $15. Filoli Gardens, 86 Canada Road,
Woodside. filoli.org
0XVKURRP+LNH Learn how to spot mushrooms on the forest floor and about the fungi
growing on Filoli’s nature preserve through this
90-minute hike. Through Feb. 22; Saturdays,
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. $15. Filoli Gardens, 86
Canada Road, Woodside. filoli.org

Community Groups

.QLWWLQJ0HHWXS Compare patterns,
share techniques and trade tips on stitches
with the Menlo Park Crocheting-KnittingYarners, which meet up at the library on
the fourth Wednesday of every month. Jan.
22, 7-9 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800
Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org
6FL)L)DQWDV\%RRN&OXE This month,
the Sci-Fi/Fantasy Book Club discusses
Arthur C. Clarke’s most popular novel,
“2001: A Space Odyssey.” Jan. 27, 7:158:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800
Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Author Events

¶$6KRUW*OLPSVHRID/RQJ5RDG· Dr.
James Hutchinson shares stories from
his new book, “A Short Glimpse of a Long
Road,” which shows vignettes from his life
and how he became the first African American doctor in San Mateo County. Jan.
25, 1-2 p.m. $4-$6; discount for seniors
and students. San Mateo County History
Museum, 2200 Broadway St., Redwood
City. historysmc.org
5R]&KDVW 3DWULFLD0DU[RQ/RYH Roz
Chast, contributor to The New Yorker, and
Patricia Marx, writer for “Saturday Night
Live,” return to Kepler’s Books for their new
book, “You Can Only Yell at Me for One
Thing at a Time: Rule for Couples.” Jan. 23,
7:30-9 p.m. $15-$35. Kepler’s Books, 1010
El Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org
6WHJQHU)HOORZ5HDGLQJ First year
Stegner Fellows in fiction and poetry, Lydia
Conklin and Safia Elhillo, provide a reading of their works. Jan. 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Free. Stanford Humanities Center, Stanford
University, 424 Santa Teresa St., Stanford.
events.stanford.edu
¶%XGGKD·V2IILFH· Author Dan Zigmond
takes from his life as a big tech data scientist and an ordained Zen priest to teach
mindfulness and Buddhist techniques that
can be applied to work life in his new book,
“Buddha’s Office.” Jan. 22, 7:30-9 p.m.
$7-$23. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino
Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org
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ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

An open letter to users of
Menlo Park city streets
By Jacqui Cebrian

I

bought an electric bike 18
months ago because the commute from the bay side of
town to the Oak Knoll side of
town where I teach was taking
so much time from my life and
making me more irritated when I
got wherever it was I was trying to
go. I would like to share 10 things
I’ve learned:
1. My e-bike is a joy to ride and
I’ve come to actually enjoy my
commute. I feel happier when I
get to work and when I get home.
I’ve cut my commute time from
30 to 60 minutes each way to
20 minutes each way no matter
what time I ride. If you have the
ability to not drive, I encourage
you to try out this easy mode of
transportation.
2. There are a lot more bikes on
the road than drivers may realize.
I certainly didn’t realize that so
many people commuted by bike
until I became one of them. I have
nearly 3,000 miles on my bike,
almost exclusively in Menlo Park.
That’s 3,000 miles my car wasn’t
adding to traffic.
3. Stop signs are for everyone to
stop at — bikes included. I may
not be perfect at it, but I’m trying.
I’ve noticed that cars often won’t
take their turn at a four-way stop
if they see a bike coming because
they don’t know if the bike will
stop, and most people aren’t willing to hit someone just to prove
they have the right-of-way. If you
ride a bike, you should follow the
rules of the road just as you expect
cars to do. Also, it’s good role
modeling for the next biking generation to see. Special shout-out

Honoring a man who knew:
We can do better
Editor:
This month, the beginning of
2020, is the anniversary of the
birth of The Honorable Elijah
Eugene Cummings, who was
chairman of the House of Representative’s Oversight Committee
at the time of his death on Oct. 17,
2019.
This letter is written in tribute to
him, and the forceful exhortation
he made to committee witnesses
and political adversaries during
impeachment investigations of
the Trump Administration. The
exhortation was: “We are better
than this!”
This exhortation could be
applied to a litany of issues that

Jacqui Cebrian, is a 12-year resident of
the Belle Haven neighborhood in
Menlo Park, a 15-year teacher
at Oak Knoll, a former library
commissioner, a current
member of the
Complete Streets
Commission,
a current
member
of Library
Foundation Board of
Directors, and a bicycle commuter.

GUEST OPINION
to the parents I see showing their
kids to stop at stop signs and walk
bikes in crosswalks. I do see kids
who follow all the rules, and I
know where they learned it.
4. Those green lanes on the edge
of the driving lane are actually not
just an overflow lane for cars. I see
cars dip into this lane whether
there are bikes there or not. And
despite my neon jacket, many cars
seem not to look before trying to
share my green lane. Thank you
to those who do.
5. Cars turning right are easily the biggest hazard I face on
my ride. Drivers making right
turns, please look for cyclists
(and increasingly, scooterists as
well). Right turns on Alma are
a particular trouble spot. Watch
for bikes! All the time. All across
town. We’ve had 16 bike/ped
accidents involving a car just since
September!
6. Slow down! The death rate
more than doubles for pedestrians hit by cars when the speed
goes from 25 to 35 mph. Way too
many cars are exceeding 30 mph
on clearly posted and used school

L E TTE R
Our readers write

have plagued the nation since its
birth. A partial list of these issues
is worthy of review as a new year
is inaugurated:
Q Racial gerrymandering in
voter districting: “We can do better than this!”
Q Voter suppression: “We can
do better than this!”
Q Census-tampering: “We can
do better than this!”
Q Racism throughout the spectrum of the criminal justice system: “We can do better than this!”
Q Immigration policies and
practices lacking in compassion:
“We can do better than this!”

bike safety routes. Ringwood,
Middle, and Santa Cruz avenues
commonly have traffic exceeding
30 mph and heavy bike traffic.
Maybe a citywide 25 mph limit
would make our roads safer for all
users.
7. In our small community, high
school kids ride the wrong way on
the sidewalk because the roads
don’t feel safe. High school kids.
What if we all drove like we lived
in a small community where even
middle school and elementary
kids could feel safe sharing the
roads?
8. Parents: Talk to your bike riders about why the helmet hanging
from the handlebars of their bike
isn’t doing them any good. Having nearly lost a relative to a head
injury from a bike fall, I can attest
to the lifesaving qualities of those
plastic shells. No one plans to fall
off their bike — there won’t be
time to put the helmet on then.
My relative had a full recovery.
9. Drivers: Many of you are
still on your phones when you’re
driving through town. It won’t be
worth the damage that inattention might cause some day.
10. The traffic issues aren’t
going away any time soon. However, if we choose policies that
make our community more walkable and bikeable, then more of
us will get the ease of access and
increased quality of life that I’ve
been enjoying since I started riding more and my commute went
from being the most stressful part
of my day, to the least.
Thank you for reading this.
Hopefully we can all help make
the roads a little safer for everyone.
Q Racism in health research and
delivery: “We can do better than
this!”
Q Environmental injustice: “We
can do better than this!”
Q Economic inequality: “We
can do better than this!”
Q Abandonment of public
schools, and de facto segregation:
“We can do better than this!”
This nation has never been great
on these issues, in spite of braggadocio to the contrary.
It must become better than
this, as it has been admonished
by Cummings. May he rest in
peace. May the nation seek peace
by being better, beginning in this
decade.
Henry Organ
Euclid Avenue, Menlo Park

Marketplace
The Almanac offers advertising for
Home Services, Business Services and
Employment.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.
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COLDWELL BANKER

Soquel | $295,000
This 2000 year built home has two bedrooms, two baths, approximately 832 square foot and is situated in one of the best parks in the County, sunny Carriage Acres in Soquel! This all age park is just
minutes to Soquel Village, a bike ride to beaches, Gayles Bakery and more.
Pam Samuelson
831.247.1522
pam.samuelson@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01308810

Mountain View | $2,200,000
Desirable 3br/2br home in "Old Town" downtown Mountain View w/ a large
backyard & a covered patio.

Half Moon Bay | $1,449,000
4br/2.5ba in desirable beach-side neighborhood! Close to the bluffs, the
beach and the scenic coastal trail.

The Carmichael Team, Phyllis and Jamie
408.313.8292
Jamie.Carmichael@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01499696

Deborah Cozzolino
650.255.4848
deborah.cozzolino@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01774449

YOUR HOME CAN BE A

SUPERSTAR!
Don’t miss this chance to showcase your home on the hottest real estate
show around. At Home in Northern California is a weekly Coldwell Banker®
TV program featuring fabulous local properties for sale.
Check it out on Sundays at 4 pm on ABC7.
Find out how to shine a spotlight on your home. Contact your local
Coldwell Banker ofﬁce today for details.
ColdwellBankerHomes.com

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM
The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated
with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
414911SFSV_07/18 CalRE #01908304.
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