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Winter —

It’s for the birds
Citizen scientists are on the watch for
migrating birds taking a break in local park

PAGE 14

Town, fire district at odds over funding | Page 5
Councilman wants safe gun-storage rules | Page 7
Dr. Priscilla Chan on housing, community | Page 11

The Oriental Carpet

Tremendous Savings Throughout the Store

UP TO

80% OFF

EVERYTHING IN STOCK

Going out of Business.
Everything Must Go!
and feels like silk but is more affordable. Good says the
majority of the rugs he sells are made of wool, which
is the strongest and hardiest material. Viscose offers the
soft feeling of silk but is easier to clean.
“I personally really like it,” he said. “You can put it into a
family room without worrying about it.”
The store’s selection also includes a large number of
antique rugs. Collectors appreciate how a rug’s colors
soften over the years, giving the piece a fine and
distinctive patina.
The traditional handcrafted method makes the rugs
both beautiful and durable, said Good.
The Oriental Carpet has been serving Peninsula residents
for 46 years, helping homeowners and designers achieve
the look and feel that a beautiful, high-quality carpet
can bring to a room. Good said the handcrafted rugs
last forever – but his sale won’t. If you’re looking for an
attractive rug at an even more attractive price, now is the
time to go shopping.
Come check out their selection at their showroom
at 707 Santa Cruz Ave. or call (650) 327- 6608 for
more information.

With the owner of The Oriental Carpet preparing to
retire next year, everything in stock at the downtown
Menlo Park store is on sale – with the steep discounts
ranging from 50% to 80% off.
Owner Bruce Good amassed an incredible collection
of high-quality hand-knotted rugs in his nearly four
decades in the business, and he has more than 2,500
pieces left to sell in his Santa Cruz Avenue store. The
store’s entire inventory is priced to sell.
“As I get closer to retirement, there will be more
reductions – but less choice,” said Good. “The best pieces
will go quickly.”
He’s seen some customers come in and buy a rug for
every room in the house, he said.
All the rugs the store sells are hand-woven and knotted
from traditional producers and cooperatives in Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nepal. The store has
pieces in every standard size and offers an array of designs
including traditional, contemporary and “transitional”
– rugs that can be formal or casual, depending on the
furnishings they’re paired with. The store offers rugs
made from wool, silk and viscose, a material that looks

Over 4,000 2,500 traditional and contemporary rugs from Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nepal.

QUALITY BRINGS YOU IN, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE BRINGS YOU BACK!

707 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

2QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 29, 2020

|

(650) 327-6608

|

www.theorientalcarpet.com

Peninsula Real Estate Decisions
Require a Strategy and a Dedicated Team
Recent Sales
/
/
/
/
/
/
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126 Stockbridge Avenue, Atherton
712 Waverley Street, Palo Alto – represented buyer
627 Lytton Avenue #4, Palo Alto – represented buyer
359 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto
988 Menlo Avenue, Menlo Park
873 Partridge Avenue, Menlo Park
626 Partridge Avenue, Menlo Park
1020 Windsor Drive, Menlo Park – represented buyer
15 Oliver Court, Menlo Park
203 Leland Avenue, Menlo Park
481 Vine Street, Menlo Park
2367 Sharon Road, Menlo Park
212 Santa Margarita Avenue, Menlo Park
810 Cedro Way, Stanford – represented buyer
1098 Cathcart Way, Stanford
120 Minaret Avenue, Mountain View

PENDING

Active Listings

1700 Bay Laurel Street • Menlo Park

58 Northgate • Atherton

2450 Sharon Oaks Drive • Menlo Park

5 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $5,895,000

4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $3,395,000

 OMİ#TKO | 3 Bath | $2,175,000

555 Byron Street, 309 • Palo Alto

555 Byron Street, 109 • Palo Alto

258 Carroll Street, 111 • Sunnyvale

 OMİ#TKO | 3 Bath | $2,150,000

 OMİ#TKO | 3 Bath | $1,998,000

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $1,395,000

Monica Corman
650.465.5971
DRE 01111473

555 Byron Street, 307 • Palo Alto
2 Bed | 2 Bath | $995,000

Mandy Montoya
650.823.8212
DRE 01911643

WSJ
Nationally Ranked
REAL TRENDS
Bay Area Top 100 Agents
monicaandmandy.com

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled
from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage.
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Coffeebar was born in the granite of the High Sierras in
2010. Since then, we’ve been on the pursuit to raise the
bar of sustainability through excellent food & coffee.
We believe that everything should be made from
scratch and with love. From vertically sourced coffee
to pastries crafted in-house daily as well as a seasonal
menu developed by our expert culinary team, we are
excited to serve you an experience that gives you
everything you need to feel welcome in our world.

Open Mon - Fri 7am - 5pm
coffeebar.com

2 hours of free parking in the parking garage
Location is open to the public

THE 34TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story Contest
Prizes for First, Second
and Third place winners in each category:
Adult, Young Adult (15-17) and Teen (12-14)

FOR OFFICIAL RULES & ENTRY FORM, VISIT:

www.paloaltoonline.com/short_story
ALL stories
must be
2,500 words
or less
Sponsored by:
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ENTRY DEADLINE:
March 27, 2020 at 5pm
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Street safety advocate
announces council bid
to fill District 3 seat
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

J

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Secrets of the gardens
Visitors to the historic Filoli estate in Woodside enjoy the sprawling gardens on the grounds they can
freely roam. But a more uncommon view of the estate’s lush greenery and flowering glory is found in
the greenhouses where many of the plants take root. Guided greenhouse tours are available through
March. See the story and more photos on Page 19.

ennifer Wolosin, the founder
of the Parents for Safe Routes
organization, has announced
she is running for the Menlo
Park City Council to represent
District 3.
“I really see it as an extension of
the work I’m already doing,” she
told The Almanac.
Four years ago, she sent her first
email to the City Council asking for safer walking and biking
routes for children in the community, she said.
Shortly thereafter, she started
the community group Parents for
Safe Routes, which is an advocacy
organization focused on making
Menlo Park easier and safer to
traverse on foot and bike, particularly for children going to school.
Since then, she has become a

familiar fixture in the council
chambers as a regular council
meeting attendee who comments
on public matters.
She has also served on the
Transportation Master Plan Oversight and Outreach Committee,
an advisory committee assembled
to provide feedback on the city’s
years-in-the-works Transportation Master Plan; been involved
with the new local advocacy
organization Menlo Together;
and served on Menlo Park’s Safe
Routes Task Force, San Mateo
County’s Santa Cruz Avenue Corridor Community Task Force,
the county’s safe routes advisory
committee, the Menlo-Atherton
Traffic Task Force, Safe Kids
Coalition, Community Trust and
Dumbarton Corridor Coalition.
She’s lived in Menlo Park for
See COUNCIL BID, page 21

Is separation ahead for Atherton and the fire district?
Town begins public
outreach about possible
exit from fire agency
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

T

own of Atherton officials will begin
gathering feedback from residents
on the town’s 2016 fire services
study, which showed a disparity between
the fixed percentage of tax revenues the
town’s property owners hand over to the
Menlo Park Fire Protection District in
return for emergency response services,
and how much it actually costs the district
to provide those services to the town.
During a Jan. 15 meeting, the City
Council directed staff to begin a two- to
three-month process of public outreach
pertaining to the study. This process is
to include one or two community meetings, along with a four-page edition of the
Athertonian Newsletter dedicated to fire
service issues, according to City Manager George Rodericks. The newsletter is
mailed to all residents.
“The goal of the outreach would be to
inform residents regarding the issues
that have been raised in the study and
to seek resident input regarding how
to respond to those issues,” said Mayor
Rick DeGolia in an email. “The discussion at this month’s meeting was
to focus that outreach on the next few
months and to limit the process so that
it doesn’t take a long time.”

It will cost $2,000 for the newsletter
and $200 for each community meeting,
according to a staff report. (The $200
covers the cost of providing refreshments
at the meeting.)
The community meetings will be led
by the town’s fire services ad hoc subcommittee, which is made up of council
members Bill Widmer and Cary Wiest.
Staff will write the newsletter, which
Wiest and Widmer will review before it
goes back to the full council for review at
its Feb. 19 meeting, Rodericks said.
The community meeting dates are still
to be determined, Rodericks said.
The council also had the option to host
a special meeting dedicated to the issue,
but chose not to do so, according to the
staff report.
Fire services study

The 2016 fire services review, commissioned by the town and released in 2018,
found that Atherton taxpayers pay more
than twice as much as what fire services
cost, paying about $7 million more than
the cost of services. The study shows
that in the 2015-16 fiscal year, Atherton,
which has 8% of the residents in the fire
district, provided 31.7% of the fire district’s total property tax revenues.
At its Dec. 18 meeting, the council
opted to consider the following options:
Q Pursue further public education and
outreach.
See ATHERTON EXIT, page 10

Town’s departure would
be a ‘tremendous blow,’
says fire board president
By Rick Radin
Almanac Staff Writer

A

s Atherton considers a separation
from the Menlo Park Fire Protection District, which has provided
the town’s fire services for decades, the
town’s leaders assert that there’s good
reason to consider such a move: Atherton
contributes far more revenue to the fire
district through its property taxes than it
receives in benefits, they maintain, citing
a survey commissioned by the town for
fiscal year 2015-16.
The fire district, on the other hand,
maintains that such a move would be a
Gordian knot that would be difficult to
untangle and would have serious repercussions for the district if it were carried
out.
Although Atherton has 8% of the
residents in the fire district, it provided
31.7% of the district’s total property tax
revenues, which led to a subsidy by the
town of more than $7 million in tax revenue for the fire agency’s coffers, according to the 2015-16 survey.
“This is the double-edged sword that
residents of Atherton and neighborhoods
like West Menlo Park have to deal with,”
district board member Virginia ChangKiraly told The Almanac. “When you live
in the wealthiest zip code in the country

sometimes you have to pay for things that
primarily benefit other people.”
Atherton also pays a higher share of
taxes to the Las Lomitas and Menlo Park
City school districts and the Sequoia high
school district, even though not very
many Atherton residents have children
who attend schools in the districts, she
noted.
Atherton could conceivably contract
out its fire services, but some sort of
arrangement would have to be made with
the district about what to do with Fire
Station 3, which is in Atherton, ChangKiraly said.
“Station 3 is the fire district’s property,
and we also own the neighboring property next to the station,” she said. “Five
stations out of seven are located outside
of Atherton but also serve the Atherton
community.”
Losing Atherton as a region in its service
area would be a tremendous blow to the
district and, depending on how the exit
was handled, would result in major budget
cuts, said Robert Jones, who was elected
board president earlier this month.
“We would have to adjust, and we
would have to make it work for us with
less funds,” he said. “Hopefully, we
wouldn’t have to go out of business or
consolidate.”
Former fire board member Peter Carpenter thinks that Atherton’s concerns represent an ethical issue because the taxation
See TREMENDOUS BLOW, page 10
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LAS LOMITAS SCHOOL DISTRICT
1011 ALTSCHUL AVENUE
MENLO PARK, CA 94025
DUE: FEBRUARY 12, 2020
REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR
PROGRAM/PROJECT AND CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
The Las Lomitas School District is requesting the
VXEPLVVLRQRIVWDWHPHQWVRITXDOL¿FDWLRQVIRUSURJUDP
SURMHFWDQGFRQVWUXFWLRQPDQDJHPHQWVHUYLFHVIURP
FRPSDQLHVLQWHUHVWHGLQSURYLGLQJSURIHVVLRQDO3URJUDP
3URMHFWDQG&RQVWUXFWLRQ0DQDJHPHQW6HUYLFHVWRWKH
District.
7KLV5)4LVWRLGHQWLI\DTXDOL¿HGSURJUDPSURMHFWDQG
FRQVWUXFWLRQPDQDJHPHQWFRPSDQ\WRDVVLVWWKH'LVWULFW
ZLWKSURJUDPDQGSURMHFWPDQDJHPHQWVHUYLFHVIRULWV
0HDVXUH55HQRYDWLRQFRQVWUXFWLRQSURJUDP
3RWHQWLDO30&0VZLVKLQJWRVXEPLWD6WDWHPHQWRI
4XDOL¿FDWLRQVPXVWEHOLFHQVHGLQVXUHGDQGPDLQWDLQD
IXOOVHUYLFHRI¿FH
,QWHUHVWHGSURSRVHUVFDQ¿QGFRPSOHWHLQIRUPDWLRQRQ
VXEPLWWDOUHTXLUHPHQWVDQGWLPHOLQHVDWZZZOOHVGRUJRU
E\FRQWDFWLQJ6WHYHQ5)XHQWHV&KLHI%XVLQHVV2I¿FHUDW
VIXHQWHV#OOHVGRUJ
All responses to this RFQ must be received at the
'LVWULFWRI¿FHRQRUEHIRUH)(%58$5<QR
later than 4:00pm

Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,
and Woodside for over 50 years

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE REQUIRED BY
CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF DRINKING WATER
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre su agua potable.
Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.
The O’Connor Tract Co-Operative Water Company has levels of
manganese above the secondary drinking water standard.
Although this is not an emergency, as our customers, you have a right
to know what happened, what you should do, and what we are doing to
correct this situation. Our water system is in violation of a secondary
drinking water standard. Violation of a secondary standard does not pose an
immediate threat to health.
We routinely monitor for the presence of drinking water contaminants.
Average results for water samples for the last four quarters have manganese
levels of 58 ppb in well #1 and 145 ppb in well #2 (ppb=parts per billion).
This is above the secondary drinking water standard, or secondary maximum contaminant level of 50 ppb.
Manganese concentrations above the standard may have an effect on taste
and tend to leave black deposits in some plumbing systems.
What should I do?
• You do not need to use an alternative water supply
(e.g., bottled water). There is no health risk.
What happened? What is being done?
O’Connor Water has been above the secondary standard for manganese for
many years, and this has been described to members in the annual Report
on Water Quality Measurements. Recent state regulations have imposed
stricter requirements for complying with the secondary standard for
manganese. The state has issued the company a citation for noncompliance.
The state ordered the company to start quarterly monitoring in February
2012, and this monitoring was completed in September 2012. The state also
required that manganese monitoring be continued quarterly and that the
results of these tests be reported to all water consumers.
The Company is working with State agencies and the City of Menlo Park
to complete the planning of a manganese treatment facility that will then be
installed and operational on the Company’s property.
Please share this information with all the other people who drink this water,
especially those who may not have received this public notice directly (for
example, people in apartments, nursing homes, schools, and businesses).
You can do this by posting this public notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand or mail.
For further information contact:
Secretary-Treasurer Telephone 650-321-2723
Email: oconnorwater@gmail.com
O’Connor Tract Co-Operative Water Co., System 4110019
P.O. Box 1375, Palo Alto, California 94302-1375
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Senate candidate’s mom
puts $460K toward her
son’s election campaign

NEWSROOM

By Kate Bradshaw

Editor
Renee Batti (223-6528)

Almanac Staff Writer

Assistant Editor
Julia Brown (223-6531)

ne of the seven candidates
campaigning to represent
the territory from South
San Francisco to Sunnyvale in
the California Senate recently
received a major boost to his campaign when his mother created
a $460,000 independent expenditure committee to support her
son, Burlingame City Councilman Michael Brownrigg, in his
quest for higher office.
Brownrigg, a Democrat, says
he learned via a phone call from
his campaign team based in
Sacramento on Jan. 17, that his
mother, Linda Brownrigg, a Los
Altos Hills resident, had made
the donation to aid his political
campaign. The information was
filed in a public recording, and
his campaign team learned of
the contribution from a Twitter
feed called “Dollar Bill - Senate
Races,” a live campaign finance
feed for California’s Senate races,
according to Brownrigg.
“I was flabbergasted by her support,” he said. “She’s a generous
person, but I did not have any
idea that was coming.”
According to campaign finance
documents filed with the California Secretary of State Office,
Linda Brownrigg first contributed
$35,000 on Jan. 6, and then an
additional $425,000 on Jan. 16.
The funds were placed in
an independent expenditure
committee, called Californians
Supporting Brownrigg for Senate 2020, which is separate
from Brownrigg’s campaign
committee.
The bulk of the contribution,
$425,000, went to Waterfront
Strategies, Inc., a firm that
buys political media ads, while
$32,400 went to GBAO Strategies, for polling.
Brownrigg’s campaign committee raised $314,517 in the first six
months of 2019, the most recent
full report that is available at
the California Secretary of State
website, and a full report of funds
raised in 2019 is forthcoming.
The deadline for reporting
campaign contributions made in
2020 is Jan. 23, and the deadline
for reporting on campaign contributions received in the second
half of 2019 is Jan. 31, according
to the California Fair Political
Practices Commission, or FPPC.
Brownrigg personally has contributed a total of $300,000 to his
campaign, with a $50,000 donation recorded on June 30 of last
year and a $250,000 contribution
recorded on Nov. 22 of last year,
according to campaign finance
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documents.
According to
the FPPC, an
i nd e p e nd e nt
expenditure
committee is
considered to be
any individual
Michael
or entity that
Brownrigg
spends more
than $1,000 or more in a calendar
year on communications for a
candidate or measure. Such communications clearly advocate for
the election or defeat of a candidate or a state or local ballot measure and are not coordinated or
made at the request of the affected
candidate or committee.
In other words, Brownrigg, the
candidate, is not permitted to
coordinate how his mother’s committee contribution is spent. If
any coordination were to happen,
then funds spent would count
as a campaign contribution and
would be subject to the voluntary
$930,000 spending limit established for state Senate candidates,
according to the FPPC.
“I don’t have any idea what the
committee thinks it’s going to do,”
Brownrigg told The Almanac.
“I was caught by surprise, but
I am proud of my mom and it’s
been a hard year for her. We lost
my stepdad a few months ago.
I’m sorry she’s in the papers, to
be honest,” he added.
When asked how the contribution would affect his campaign
strategy, he said it wouldn’t.
“We’re going to keep executing on the plan we’ve laid out
and meet as many people as we
can. … I’m not going to stop
doing what I think is right,”
he said, adding that he intends
to keep listening to people and
talking about his key priorities,
which he characterizes as his
“ACE” agenda: affordability,
climate and education.
“From a campaign point of
view, I like having family behind
me,” he said. “I’m not answering to anybody except my own
conscience.”
The other six Senate candidates are Democrat Josh Becker
of Menlo Park, a philanthropist
and former venture capitalist
and CEO; Republican Alexander Glew, an engineer and Los
Altos Design Review commissioner; Democrat Sally Lieber, a
former Mountain View councilwoman and state Assembly
member; Democrat Shelly
Masur, a Redwood City vice
mayor, nonprofit executive and
former school board member;
Democrat Annie Oliva, a Millbrae City Councilwoman; and
Libertarian John Webster. A

N E W S

Menlo Park Council to consider mandate on safe gun storage
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M

enlo Park Vice Mayor
Drew Combs has proposed that the City
Council consider an ordinance
requiring all community residents who own guns to store
them in a locked container or
disabled with a trigger lock.
The council indicated on Jan.
14 that it’s interested in taking
up the topic; when it will be discussed is still to be determined.

Existing state law makes it a
crime for gun owners to store a
loaded firearm somewhere they
know a child is likely to gain
access to it.
In addition, Senate Bill 172,
approved by Gov. Gavin Newsom
last year, expanded that law to
make it applicable to all firearms,
loaded or unloaded, and imposes
a 10-year ban on owning guns for
those convicted of violating the
law.
It’s been left up to jurisdictions,
however, to legislate whether

firearm owners in all households
should be required to safely store
their guns when not in use.
A number of cities and San
Mateo County have taken similar
steps to implement this requirement. Last February, the county
Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to require firearm owners who live in unincorporated
areas of the county and keep their
guns at home to keep them in a
locked container or disable them
with a trigger lock.
The ordinance has a caveat:

Former teacher sentenced to nearly seven
years in prison for sex acts with minor
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

A

former teacher charged
with engaging in sex acts
with a minor was sentenced to six years and eight
months in state prison on Jan.
17, according to San Mateo
County District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe.
Judge Jeffrey Finigan handed
down the sentence in concluding the case against Redwood
City resident Dawn Giannini, 50,
who pleaded no contest to four of
the 19 felony charges she faced,
according to the DA’s office.
Those charges included lewd acts
with a child and sexual penetration with a foreign object.
During the sentencing hearing,
Wagstaffe said, Judge Finigan
stated that this was “one of the
worst such cases he has seen,”
and that he considered allowing
withdrawal of the no contest plea

in order to set a higher sentence,
but decided against it.
Giannini was arrested on
Oct. 18, 2018, after a Woodside High School student alerted
the school’s principal of several
online videos of a female classmate engaged in sexual acts with
Giannini, Wagstaffe said.
The DA’s office initially charged
Giannini with 24 felony counts
on Oct. 24, 2018. “My deputy
DA dismissed the other charges
as part of the negotiated plea
bargain,” Wagstaffe told The
Almanac this week.
The videos were shot from
2014 to 2015 in Redwood City
and Santa Cruz County when
the victim was 16 or 17 years old,
according to the DA’s office. The
girl is related to Giannini.
Giannini taught at schools in
Redwood City and Palo Alto. She
was substitute teaching when she
was arrested, Wagstaffe said. He
did not know the name of the

school where she most recently
worked.
The victim’s father delivered
a victim impact statement and
the prosecutor read a statement
written by the victim during the
sentencing hearing, Wagstaffe
said. Giannini’s attorney, Eric
Hove, noted that she had “no
criminal record, that the defendant had been a prior sexual
abuse victim and that the defendant confessed to the conduct
very early, and asked for a fouryear prison sentence,” Wagstaffe
said. The defendant addressed
the court and apologized for her
actions, according to the DA’s
Office.
As part of her sentencing,
Giannini will also have to register
as a sex offender and pay $700 in
restitution to the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office; she is
also barred from contacting the
victim for 10 years, according to
the DA’s office. A

People who report the loss or
theft of a firearm to law enforcement within five days of knowing
it was missing are not prosecuted.
At the time, county officials
reported that there had been 301
gun-related deaths in the county
over the past 10 years, and cited
a 2008 report in the New England Journal of Medicine that
concluded that living in a home
where guns are kept increases
an individual’s risk of death by
homicide by 40% to 170%.
Combs’ idea has already gained
some traction among community members voicing support for
the ordinance through the City
Council’s email inbox.
Leah Elkins of Peninsula Moms
Demand Action, an advocacy
organization opposed to gun
violence, wrote: “The County
ordinance was motivated by the
need to close the gaps in state
law which provides an unclear

definition of ‘secure storage’ and
does nothing to prevent access to
guns by thieves, suicidal persons,
those suffering temporary mental
crises or those with dementia.
Such laws have already been
adopted locally by Burlingame,
San Carlos, Foster City, Portola
Valley and Redwood City.”
Priyanka Rajagopalan wrote: “I
am writing to let you know that as
a longtime Menlo Park resident,
my neighbors and I strongly support laws that will keep us and our
loved ones safe from gun violence.
A secure storage law which closes
the loopholes in California state
law is one way we can do that.”
Combs said he favors a civil
penalty for violations of the
ordinance instead of criminal
charges.
Access additional gun safety
information at the California
attorney general’s website at oag.
ca.gov/firearms/tips. A

Need a ride?

The Avenidas Door to Door transportation
program uses dedicated drivers to
provide rides to seniors in the community
within a 12 mile radius, including:

Sell Your Jewe
Jewelry
lry
To the Bay Area’s Premier Buyer
lry,
of Diamonds, Fine Jewelry,
old
Luxury Watches and Gold
PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
ABLE
IN OUR MENLO PARK &
SAN FRANCISCO OFFICES

(650) 234-1345
info@svdjb.com • www.SVDJB.com
B.com
A 4th generation Bay Area family business
siness

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medical facilities
Grocery stores and pharmacies
Salons
Shopping centers
Avenidas & other activity centers
Restaurants
Visits with friends & family

We now also provide extended, monitored
Lyft rides to the airport and other locations
outside our normal boundaries. So the next
time you want to go somewhere, remember
that Avenidas Door to Door will get you there!

Visit www.avenidas.org, call (650) 289-5411
or email rides@avenidas.org for a reservation.

Avenidas@450 Bryant
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Safety, preserving ‘single-family home environment’ among mayor’s goals
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

R

ick DeGolia holds the
mayor’s gavel in Atherton
for 2020, his second time
in the role.
The Atherton City Council
unanimously voted to name
DeGolia mayor during its Dec. 18
meeting.
DeGolia, who joined the council in 2013 and whose current
term ends in 2022, held the vice
mayor chair in 2019. He last
served as mayor in 2015.
During the meeting, he outlined eight of his goals as mayor.
These are to:
QKeep lines of communication
open with residents. DeGolia will
hold office hours in HolbrookPalmer Park’s Main House, at
150 Watkins Ave., every Tuesday
from noon to 1 p.m. for those
interested in speaking with him
in his capacity as mayor.
Q Improve safety in town and
support the Atherton Police
Department. This includes supporting the expanded use of
automated license plate readers,
known as ALPRs. ALPRs are
mounted on police cars or on
fixtures such as road signs and
bridges.
Q Continue the town’s

conservative fiscal management,
and in particular, closely monitor
its $31.6 million new civic center
project to ensure that it remains
on time and on budget.
Q Improve traffic safety and
reduce traffic congestion. The
town needs greater neighborhood
engagement to identify solutions
to growing traffic problems, he
said.
Q Greatly reduce, if not eliminate, the town’s future energy use
at its new civic center.
Q Continue to monitor, and
advocate against, state control
of local zoning that could affect
Atherton’s “single-family home
environment.”
QDesign quad gates to improve
safety at the Watkins Avenue railroad crossing.
Q Begin construction on the
Caltrans-sponsored water treatment facility at Cartan Field this
year to clear up Atherton’s persistent drainage problems along El
Camino Real.
In an interview with The Almanac, DeGolia answered questions about challenges Atherton
faces, how the town has changed
over the years and how his priorities have changed since joining
the City Council. Here are his
answers, with some minor edits
for length and clarity.

Tell me about your decision to
hold office hours?
It’s the obligation of anybody
who’s on a council or (serving as)
mayor to enable people to have
contact with you. People want
to be informed. ... One resident
came in (to office hours during
DeGolia’s last term as mayor) with
a problem with train horns and
we established a quiet zone on the
(Atherton Fair Oaks) tracks after
that.
Photo courtesy of Rick DeGolia.

Rick DeGolia is serving his
second term as Atherton mayor.

What are your top three goals?
It’s the responsibility of every
city council to practice conservative fiscal management.
It’s tough not to give people
everything they want; that’s
why there’s a pension issue
(in many California cities).
Atherton has done a particularly good job of being fiscally
conservative.
Safety and supporting the police
are priorities. ... We’re (also) really
focused on the unique building
of a new civic center. It’s taken 20
years to get the support to build it
and I want to make sure it’s properly managed.

What are the three biggest challenges facing Atherton?
Making sure the civic center
project remains on time and on
budget. This is the biggest project by an order of magnitude in
Atherton. Before this, our biggest
project was a $4 million drainage project along Marsh Road (a
2016 rebuild of the Marsh Road
portion of the Atherton Channel, which involved installing a
safety wall to keep cars out of the
channel). The council tasks the
city manager (George Rodericks)
with that (the civic center project)
being his top priority. We have
a report on the project at every
(City Council) meeting and walk
through the site. We have financial and construction experts to
advise him (Rodericks).
Congestion is a problem.

Atherton is a small residential
community that sits between
Redwood City and Menlo Park
— each (of which) is very actively
developing office buildings and
housing. We have almost no
ability to do anything about it.
Regionally, we need to figure
out how to manage this. I hope
to have a joint meeting between
Redwood City and Atherton
city councils this year. (Atherton held a joint meeting with
the Menlo Park City Council in
2019.)
There’s a public meeting on
Jan. 21 to discuss the water
capture facility at Cartan Field
that’s important. This project
can be approved by the end of
the year and work could begin
(then). I hope that the Caltranssponsored water treatment facility
is expanded to clear up our persistent drainage problems along El
Camino Real. This is important
for Atherton and to protect the
Bay.
How has Atherton changed since
you first moved here in 1999?
A big change has been a lot of
residential construction. Everyone has construction on their
street.
See MAYOR’S GOALS, page 21

Democracy needs journalism.
Local journalism needs you.
A free and independent press is more important today
than ever before.
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Unrivaled European Contempor ary
3 SHEARER DRIVE
ATHERTON

• Striking European contemporary built in 2019
• 6 bedrooms and 8.5 baths
• 3 levels with elevator
• Approximately 8,600 total square feet

Offered at $10,250,000
www.3ShearerDrive.com

• Underground 3-car garage wired for
EV charging
• Pool, recreation room, ﬁtness center with
sauna

• White oak ﬂoors throughout

• Corner lot of approximately two-thirds acre
(28,690 square feet)

• Crestron and app-controlled home
automation

• Premier Peninsula location midway between
San Francisco and Silicon Valley

For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:

& A S S O C I AT E S
HughCornish.com
Over $2 Billion in Sales
Ranked Top 1% Internationally
Coldwell Banker

HUGH CORNISH

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

650.619.6461

650.400.2933

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com

CalRE#00912143

CalRE#00897565

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not
SFMZVQPOJUXJUIPVUQFSTPOBMWFSJmDBUJPO3FBMFTUBUFBHFOUTBGmMJBUFEXJUI$PMEXFMM#BOLFS3FTJEFOUJBM#SPLFSBHFBSFJOEFQFOEFOUDPOUSBDUPSBHFOUTBOEBSFOPUFNQMPZFFTPGUIF$PNQBOZª$PMEXFMM#BOLFS3FTJEFOUJBM#SPLFSBHF"MM3JHIUT3FTFSWFE$PMEXFMM#BOLFS
3FTJEFOUJBM#SPLFSBHFGVMMZTVQQPSUTUIFQSJODJQMFTPGUIF'BJS)PVTJOH"DUBOEUIF&RVBM0QQPSUVOJUZ"DU0XOFECZBTVCTJEJBSZPG/35--$$PMEXFMM#BOLFSBOEUIF$PMEXFMM#BOLFS-PHPBSFSFHJTUFSFETFSWJDFNBSLTPXOFECZ$PMEXFMM#BOLFS3FBM&TUBUF--$$BM3&
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ATHERTON EXIT
continued from page 5

Q Complete an application to
the San Mateo County Local
Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo) for detachment from
the fire district. Should the town
proceed with a detachment
process through LAFCo, that
process would include various
public meetings and could ultimately include a public vote.
Q Discuss possible legislative
relief with county and/or state
legislators. This would involve
a change in the law, reallocating revenues derived the town’s
property taxes, since the allocation to fire services is based on

TREMENDOUS BLOW
continued from page 5

system is based on ability to pay
rather than on the value of the
services that are received.
“We live in a society that says
that people who are better off
pay higher taxes than people who
are not better off,” Carpenter
told The Almanac. “What the
Atherton Town Council has said
is that we don’t think we should
pay more than what the cost of
our services are.
“Atherton residents pay more
for every public service than they

a state formula. The allocations
of property taxes were set soon
after Proposition 13 was passed
in 1978, and as the property
taxes generated in the areas the
fire district covers — Menlo
Park, East Palo Alto, Atherton and nearby unincorporated
areas — increased, so did the
fire district’s revenue. Based
on the results of the study and
subsequent conversations with
the district and LAFCo, it is
unlikely that a tax agreement
could be negotiated and unlikely
that special legislation would be
supported, according to the Dec.
18 staff report.
The town’s fire services subcommittee met with LAFCo

representatives in November to
explore possible steps the town
might take to detach from the
fire district or pursue other
solutions, according to the staff
report. Those representatives
made clear that LAFCo doesn’t
support the town’s breakaway
from the fire district, and that
the consolidation of services.
The fire district and the City
Council last met publicly in
January 2019. During the joint
meeting, officials agreed to form
a subcommittee to talk about
ways to address Atherton’s concerns about its financial contributions to the district
The subcommittee, which
consists of two people from each

agency, was to discuss three
options for the town: continue
with the status quo, detach from
the fire district and seek an
alternative for emergency services, or find a mutually agreeable way to increase services to
the town.
Council members Widmer
and Weist, and fire board members Virginia Chang Kiraly and Jim McLaughlin, an
Atherton resident, serve on the
subcommittee.
While no one from the fire
district disputed the disparities
presented in the report during
the joint meeting a year ago, fire
board member Chuck Bernstein
did argue with the methods the

consultant used, including the
calculation of service calls to
Atherton based on where the
calls originated. Bernstein also
noted that the study implied
that if Atherton were to detach
itself from the fire district,
there’s an assumption that the
fire district would still cover a
third of the town where emergency response times from the
two Atherton fire stations would
not be acceptable. “That isn’t fair
either,” he said.
A staff report and analysis of
the cost to detach from the fire
district will likely return to the
council during its March 4
study session, according to
staff. A

receive in direct benefits from
(the providing agencies), not just
fire,” Carpenter added.
Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman said in an interview that the
effect on the fire district and the
remaining communities in the
district could be “devastating.”
“The amount of money we
would have might not cover
all the costs of providing the
services to other communities,
and there would need to be a
dramatic reduction of those
services,” he said.
If Atherton were to proceed
with an exit plan, it would have to

get the permission from the San
Mateo County Local Area Formation Commission (LAFCo),
which “has not been encouraging’ of the idea up to now,” said
Martha Poyatos, the commission’s executive officer.
“We encourage dropping
boundaries and becoming larger
rather than becoming smaller,”
she said. What the town is talking about “isn’t consistent with
anything I see in LAFCo law.”
If Atherton applied to LAFCo
for permission, it would trigger a property tax exchange
in which the county Board of

Supervisors would negotiate
with the town on the proportion of property tax revenue to
be transferred into its coffers to
provide fire protection service,
Poyatos wrote in an email.
“The most that the town could
get is what the fire district currently receives from property
taxes generated by the town of
Atherton, but it could get less
because it’s subject to negotiation,” Poyatos said.
If LAFCo were to approve the
application, Atherton residents
would be entitled to a protest
period. If more than 50% of

residents protested, the approval
would be canceled; if 25% to 50%
protested, the Board of Supervisors would call an election and a
simple majority would be needed
for approval. A
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LET’S DISCUSS:
Read the latest local news
headlines and talk about the
issues on Town Square at
AlmanacNews.com

State Senate Candidates Debate
Wednesday, February 5
7:30 – 9 p.m. at Palo Alto Art Center Auditorium
1313 Newell Rd., Palo Alto

Featuring

Josh Becker (D)

Michael Brownrigg (D)

STATE
SENATE

2020

Alex Glew (R)

Sally Lieber (D)

Shelly Masur (D)

Annie Oliva (D)

John Webster (L)

PANEL: Jocelyn Dong, Editor, Palo Alto Weekly
Kate Bradshaw, Reporter, Embarcadero Media
Ben Christopher, Political Reporter, CalMatters

Who will fill the 13th District State Senate seat when
Sen. Jerry Hill is termed out this year?
California’s open primary election is Tuesday, March 2. Voters can vote for any candidate regardless of party affiliation.
The top two in the primary will face off in November unless one candidate receives more than 50%.
The 13th District runs from South San Francisco to Sunnyvale.
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Sponsored by Palo Alto Weekly, Palo Alto Online, Mountain View Voice, The Almanac and CalMatters

C O M M U N I T Y

On priorities and applying a pediatrician’s mindset to making change
Dr. Priscilla
Chan makes an
addition to a Postit mural during an
event celebrating
the opening of
the community
space at the
Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative’s new
Redwood City
headquarters. The
mural spells the
word “community”
with Post-its on
which people have
written responses to
the question, “What
does community
mean to you?”

In an exclusive interview, Dr. Priscilla Chan talks
about her philanthropic initiative, her concerns about
housing, and her commitment to transparency
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI) has come a
long way in the four years
since Dr. Priscilla Chan and her
husband, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg, announced their
plan to transfer 99% of their Facebook shares to create the philanthropic limited liability company.
Working in the fields of science, education, and justice and
opportunity, the organization
is behind new research on rare,
neurodegenerative and infectious diseases; investments in
teacher development and efforts
to improve student learning outcomes; support for criminal justice reform initiatives across the
U.S.; and more locally, the new
$500 million Partnership for the
Bay’s Future aimed at preserving,
protecting and producing affordable housing in the region.
On Jan. 9, CZI also announced
it will grant $3.5 million to nonprofits meeting people’s basic
needs in Belle Haven, East Palo
Alto, North Fair Oaks and Redwood City this year in its annual
grant cycle.
After moving locations several
times in the past few years, the
organization moved into its new
headquarters just this month in
the heart of downtown Redwood
City at 801 Jefferson Ave.
On Jan. 23, CZI announced
that a significant part of that
building’s ground floor, about
8,500 square feet, is being dedicated for use as a community
space for nonprofits serving San
Mateo County — as well as for
the city of Redwood City and
San Mateo County government
entities — to host meetings and
events.
In conjunction with the
announcement, The Almanac
had a rare opportunity to speak
with Chan, CZI co-founder and
co-CEO. Responses have been
mildly edited for clarity and
length.
What would you say is one of
the biggest challenges you’ve
experienced so far in developing
the initiative?
I think one thing that’s really interesting about CZI and
excites us is that we bring
together people from all different backgrounds. It feels right
and natural for us: Mark’s an
engineer and I’m a pediatrician
and educator. (The challenge is)
really acknowledging that there’s
no silver bullet, and lots of pieces

have to come together.
I’ll give you a funny example.
We, years ago, internally were
talking about how we’ve taken
on too much, and we need to
sequence our priorities.
Right? Makes sense. But the
scientists were like, “Build a wet
lab. Work on genetic sequencing.”
It was like, no, that’s not what
we meant! But sometimes little
versions of that, even internally,
happen because we’ve got engineers, people from government,
educators, traditional grantmakers, and all different backgrounds. ...
We’re trying to encourage that
outside of our four walls. We
give a lot of grants that are about
collaboration.
This question comes from my
mom, who’s a pediatrician on
her local school board (in rural
Northern California) who has
been interested in CZI’s work.
How has your medical training,
specifically as a pediatrician
interested in kids and their wellbeing, affected your approach to
philanthropy?
I trained at the General (referring to the Zuckerberg San
Francisco General Hospital and
Trauma Center) in San Francisco and worked as a primary
care pediatrician there for some
time. My big takeaway from that
experience is that I had a lot of
ability to name things, diagnose
things, but I was in a little silo.
(Children) would come and see
me for 15 minutes; as frequently
as every three months would be
super frequent.
But that’s not the cadence in
which a kid grows up and changes and learns things. It’s totally
out of sync from a kid’s daily life.
What I saw was a snippet. What
this kid really needs is someone
to integrate all these pieces. And
the integrators are naturally the
parents, but that’s sometimes a
lot to ask of a parent. But that’s
when the magic happens and
when we’re able to actually move

Photo courtesy of CZI.

things forward.
How that comes to life here
is actually understanding that
we all just see a little window. ...
In our education program, we
believe in the whole child, and
that it’s not just about the SAT
scores. I started a preschool and
elementary school in East Palo
Alto and you come up with funny
conundrums. Funny is not the
right word for it ... but this child
is marginally housed or homeless,
(and) not sleeping well at night,
but the regulations say that they
have to wake up from nap at this
time for their afternoon lessons.
What do you do? All of these
things are well-meaning, but we
need to figure out how to care for
the whole child.
We try to replicate that philosophy throughout our work.
How do we encourage health,
social-emotional learning, identity, purpose? All those things are

important to us.
On the basic science side, people often get confused and think
because I’m a pediatrician, we
work on health care, and I think
it’s very intentional that we don’t.
In the UCSF training program,
you’re both at the General (Hospital) where you see really challenging cases, socially, but also at
UCSF, where you see the highest
end (and) the deepest reach of
what medicine is capable of. And
that training has taught me that
we’re not capable of a lot.
There’s a lot we can’t do,
and I’ve seen so many families
(and) kids suffer, sometimes die,
because we just don’t know what
else to do. I believe in basic science, investing in basic science
and making scientists better
because that’s where hope comes
from.
All of these things about
increasing our knowledge base,

(and) increasing our ability to
build strong systems (are) about
hope, because, as a front-line
practitioner, I’ve seen where
there’s nothing more. ... You have
to believe that there are folks in
the lab, on the school boards,
who are looking to build a better
system for kids so you don’t have
to hit against the same wall over
and over again.
If you had one policy recommendation for Sacramento right
now to make your mission
easier, what would it be?
It’s hard. The one that we’ve
spent a lot of time on, for the
Bay Area, is actually housing. It’s
become so hard in so many ways
for families to live here, and we
need to make it easier for people
See PEDIATRICIAN, page 17

LEHUA GREENMAN
"Yesterday
is History,
Tomorrow is a
Mystery, Today
is a Gift, that's
why it's called
the Present."
Best Wishes
Happy 2020!

650.245.1845
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Winter — It’s for the birds

Citizen scientists are on the watch for migrating birds taking a break in local park
Story and photos by
Magali Gauthier

e’re in the middle of winter,
which means
it’s the best time of year to see
a variety of migrating birds.
And if you head to Bedwell
Bayfront Park, you’re bound to
see bird watchers equipped with
scopes and binoculars admiring
a yellow-rumped warbler or an
American avocet.
Many of these birders use
eBird, a joint program by the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
the Audubon Society that allows
birders anywhere in the world
to report sightings through an
app. Local bird watchers reported
143 unique species in Bedwell
Bayfront Park from the months
of December to February over
the past decade, on average over
double the amount of bird sightings over the rest of the year.
According to Andrew Farnsworth, a researcher with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the start
of the cold season marks a time
when many species fly down from
the northern regions to the south
in search of warmer climates.
When spring rolls around, they’ll
return to their original territories
to breed.
“Some of the early ones start
coming in August,” said Chris
MacIntosh, an avid birder and

W

founding member of Friends of
Bedwell Bayfront Park who also
serves on the board of directors
of the Sequoia Audubon Society.
“And then it builds up to a crescendo around December and
January — starting in February or
March, they’ll start disappearing
again.”
Some species are also more
noticeable due to behavioral
changes in the cold months,
said Farnsworth, who gave as
an example waterfowl forming
groups.
To introduce locals to the wide
variety of wintering birds, Friends
of Bedwell Bayfront Park and the
Sequoia Audubon Society are
leading a series of free guided
bird walks on the first Saturday
of every month through March.
Beginners are welcome, and the
guides always bring extra binoculars to share with attendees.
“We have the wonderful treasure of wintering waterfowl,” said
MacIntosh, who leads some of the
walks. “You can see birds pretty
close up here. If you go out in July,
there are not as many birds.”
The walks informally started
around 2008, when members of
Friends of Bedwell Bayfront Park
would set up scopes and invite
passersby to get a close-up look
at the birds, said MacIntosh. In
the winter of 2017 to 2018, the
organization partnered with the
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Sequoia Audubon Society to offer
more structured tours.
On a sunny and slightly breezy
morning this month, The Almanac and about 15 attendees saw
29 unique species over two hours
on one of these guided walks.
Year-round residents including
Canada geese honked as they
glided overhead, and the bright

colors of Anna’s hummingbirds’
plumage wooshed by.
“The primary equipment is eyes
and ears,” said MacIntosh. “It’s
noticing. It’s starting to observe.
It’s listening and hearing any
birds. If you want to get into [bird
watching] more, a pair of binoculars is helpful.”
Along the trail lining the paved

road through the park, the group
paused to admire a paddling of
ducks floating on an inlet of the
Bay at high tide, exhibiting the
seasonal behavior that Farnsworth described. The canvasbacks were easily identifiable with
their red-brown heads and white
backs. The bright emerald glint
along the male green-winged teal

Top: Ashwin Singh, left, Trina Warren, center, and tour guide Chris MacIntosh watch a group of
dowitchers on the bank of a little island in the waters at Bedwell Bayfront Park. Above: A greater
yellowlegs is seen tiptoeing through the plants during a guided bird tour in Bedwell Bayfront Park.

C O V E R

shone through a large scope.
We stood watching for about
a half-hour. A group of whitecrowned sparrows came out of
hiding from a fennel brush.
Bay Area native Christin New,
who became a serious birder
about five years ago after bumping into Audubon Society members in the Bay side park and
peeking through their scope,
said the activity involves a tremendous amount of waiting.
More than people might initially
expect.
“Most people who go bird
watching are pretty against interfering, so it’s really an emphasis
on observation,” New said. “ It’s
a passive observation. We have
a difficult time being bored and
bird watching — there’s a lot of
quiet watching and waiting. It’s
an activity of patience.”
While walking around one
of the marshes directly across
Bayfront Expressway, MacIntosh
spotted three black-necked stilts
wading in the shallows. She spun
around and pointed towards the
top of the grassy hill.
“There are the meadowlarks!”
she said. About a half-hour earlier she had identified the bird
from a different vantage point. In
lighting-fast-unison, the walkers
raised their binoculars to watch
the small birds dive in and out
of the tall grass. One teenage boy
rifled through his guide book.
“The chance of seeing a rare
or uncommon good bird is the
appeal,” said Cedrik von Briel, a
16-year-old birder who attended
the walk. “It’s always a treasure
hunt, kind of.”

Data from the Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count
(CBC), an international effort
powered by citizens around the
world, shows that the population
of the western meadowlark along
the California coast has steadily
decreased by about 2 percent
each year since 1967. By contrast,
Canada geese are becoming very
common in our area.
According to Farnsworth, bird
populations vary tremendously
depending on the day, season or
year for a multitude of reasons.
Canada geese, for example, could
be staying in the area for longer
than they once did because there
are now more resources available
to them locally throughout the
winter.
“This said, there are changes
happening in the species composition as a result of changing
climate and habitat,” said Farnsworth, though it’s not necessarily occurring with the same
intensity in all locations. “Birds
returning in greater or lesser
numbers each year — this is the
stuff of research that is actively
occurring.”
When asked how consequential citizen science is to the field
of ornithology, Farnsworth used
a single word: “Extremely.” He
then directed me to the eBird site
to see for myself.
In 2018, eBird reported that
420,000 users had recorded over
590 million observations. This
January, about 250 peer-reviewed
publications had drawn from the
data since 2003.
See BIRDS page 16

S T O R Y

Chris MacIntosh leads a guided bird walk in Bedwell Bayfront Park in Menlo Park on Jan. 11.
MacIntosh is one of a handful of guides who introduce the public to the variety of migrating birds seen in
the winter during guided bird walks sponsored by the Friends of Bedwell Bayfront Park and the Sequoia
Audubon Society.

A white-crowned sparrow hops around a trail in the park.

A paddling of canvasbacks, identifiable by their white backs and red-brown necks, floats in the high tide of an inlet in Bedwell Bayfront Park. A ruddy duck and an American
wigeon drift alongside the group.
January 29, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ15
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continued from page 15

“It’s very accessible,” said New
about reporting bird sightings.
“You don’t have to be a postdoc
in ornithology. In recent years,
there has been a decrease in
western meadowlarks. I’ll be
driving to work and see one and
enter it in.”
Von Briel said that he does
most of his birding on his walk
to school, Woodside High. He
enjoys listening to their calls
and keeping track of the species
he identifies on lists.

The Sequoia Audubon Society provides a list of birds in
Bedwell Bayfront Park.
New, who identifies birds
when walking between work
meetings at Stanford, finds the
experience meditative.
“It’s not like I set out to look for
movement — it’s so ingrained in
me now,” New said. “Every time
it brings a smile to my face. You
almost feel like you have a secret
window into a secret world.”
Friends of Bedwell Bayfront
Park and the Sequoia Audubon Society’s next guided walk
through the park is scheduled

S T O R Y

for Saturday, Feb. 8. Attendees
will meet by the parking lot
restrooms around 10 a.m.
For more information, email
Chris MacIntosh at chrismac@
alumni.upenn.edu, or call 650839-1523. A
On the cover: Least
sandpipers and canvasbacks
in the low tide at sunrise in
Bedwell Bayfront Park in Menlo
Park on Jan. 24. Photo by
Magali Gauthier/The Almanac.

Attendees of the guided bird tour, one of whom is holding a scope, walk along an inlet of the Bay at
Bedwell Bayfront Park.

The ﬁrst step in planning your weekend starts here

A canvasback floats in the waters at sunrise in Bedwell Bayfront
Park in this photo taken on a Jan. 24 guided bird walk.
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Kindergarten registration begins in local districts
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

K

indergarten registration
for the 2020-21 school
year for children who will
be 5 years old on or before Sept. 1
is now or soon will be underway
in local school districts.
The Portola Valley and Woodside Elementary school districts
also offer a two-year transitional
kindergarten program for children who turn 5 between Sept.
2 and Dec. 1. The Woodside and
Menlo Park City school districts
also offer preschool programs.

Preschools

The Menlo Park City School
District began registering incoming preschoolers in November.
Registration is open at the Early
Learning Center (ELC), a feebased preschool that first opened
in 2018. Eligible children must
be 3 years old by Dec. 1 and fully
potty trained by the first day of
school. The preschool, which has
sites at Lower Laurel School in
Atherton and Oak Knoll School
in Menlo Park, serves children
who are just under 3 years old to
5 years old.
The school has full- and halfday options.
Enrollment is by lottery. The
application deadline for the first
lottery has passed, but applications received before Feb. 20 will
be included in a second lottery on
Feb. 28. The lottery for students
requesting tuition assistance will
PEDIATRICIAN
continued from page 11

to stay where they are. We believe
in preserve, produce, protect. We
need to make it easier for people
to stay in their housing, and we
need more housing. I know this is
a priority of Governor Newsom,
but we can’t do nothing. We need
to make it so that families across
the spectrum can live and thrive
here, and that’s just not the case
right now.
I have to ask, because one of the
biggest criticisms I’ve seen of
CZI is that as a limited liability
company (LLC), there is no legal
mandate for transparency. So
what is CZI’s commitment to
transparency?
First of all, this team has done
a lot of work. We report our
grants. It’s not mandated, but we
do it. And we are thoughtful to
make sure that our policies don’t
trip up our grantees and that we
have something we explain and
they understand. ... Part of our
money is a foundation and we
follow those rules; we apply them
ourselves.

be conducted Jan. 31. Deadline
for tuition assistance applications
was Jan. 27.
Parents can apply on the district’s website at mpcsd.org. For
more information, email ELC
Director Jessica Mihaly at jmihaly@mpcsd.org. For information
in Spanish, email Wendy Valencia
at wvalencia@mpcsd.org or call
650-324-0186, ext. 8900.
More information on ELC registration is available at district.
mpcsd.org/earlylearning.
Woodside Elementary will hold
its preschool open house on Friday, Jan. 31, at 8:30 a.m. at 3195
Woodside Road in Woodside.
The district’s two-week “priority
enrollment” period begins that
day.
The Woodside Preschool application will be available online
and at the orientation. Minimum
preschool age is 3 years old by Feb.
1, 2021, and the minimum age for
prekindergarten is 4 years old by
Dec. 1, 2020. Email Director Tom
Limbert at tlimbert@woodsideschool.us for more information.
Las Lomitas Elementary
School District

Las Lomitas district registration
began on Jan. 27. Parents should
bring the following information
to the Las Lomitas School office
at 299 Alameda de las Pulgas in
Atherton between 9 a.m. and 3
p.m. weekdays: an original birth
certificate or passport, proof of
residency (the originals of two
utility bills or a utility bill and
But I think what’s also important and is reflected in our
reporting is that the LLC structure gives us the ability to support
a strong leader or an idea regardless of what structure they come
from.
I’ll give you an example. We
do impact investing in education. That doesn’t come from
foundation funding, it comes
from a structure enabled by
the LLC. ... How do we actually
build solutions that can scale and
reach many? ... Sometimes it’s
a business, and we can support
that through our venture impact
investing. We can support things
like advocacy for housing in Sacramento, and that type of work is
not traditionally allowed under a
foundation. So it allows us to have
a lot more in our toolkit and to be
flexible to support our grantees,
our leaders, when they ask for
different things.
This new community space
allows nonprofits to host events
and meetings. Here, and in
Facebook’s seemingly growing
commitment to creating physical spaces, it seems there’s an
acknowledgment that holding

lease or mortgage contract) and
current immunization records.
Cellphone bills do not qualify as
proof of residence.
Families will then register
online through InfoSnap, the
district’s online registration system. Parents must bring a copy of
the forms to the school to finalize
registration. Students will not be
placed in a class until all immunizations are completed.
The school will host a tour for
parents of incoming kindergarten
students from 9:15 to 10:30 a.m.
on Jan. 31 and Feb. 7.
For additional questions about
the registration requirements,
call Las Lomitas Elementary at
650-854-5900.
Menlo Park City School
District

Families of incoming kindergartners, and all other new students, can begin the registration
process on Feb. 3.
Encinal School at 195 Encinal
Ave. in Atherton will host a
kindergarten information night
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. on Jan. 30.
Parents interested in the Spanish
Immersion kindergarten program are required to attend an
information session; the district
has scheduled sessions on Jan. 30
from 6:45 to 7:45 p.m in Encinal’s
library; on Feb. 3, 5:30 to 6:30
p.m., Oak Knoll School; on Feb.
6, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m, the city of East
Palo Alto’s community room; on
Feb. 13, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., Laurel
School’s Lower Campus; and on
personal meetings and not
doing everything digitally is
important for communitybuilding. Can you comment
on that?
I can’t comment on Facebook’s
spaces, but I can comment on
ours. When I started the Primary School, we were in a community space, a shared office
space, called the Renaissance
Center. And that’s where we had
meetings, talked to people, but
also bumped into people. ...
There was someone next to us
who was running Baby Basics,
who was offering free diapers,
and we’re like, “We have tons of
families who don’t know about
this!” ... To me, that’s what community is: being able to know
someone’s name when you have
a problem, or want to reach out
to get help. I think that’s both
important for people working
together in the nonprofit space,
but also important for the greater community, to be able to
approach someone, know where
they are and put a face to a name
when we’re trying to solve a
problem, get help, (or) whatever
it may be. A

Feb. 27, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., in the
district office’s TERC Building.
There will be a tour of Spanish
Immersion classrooms at Encinal’s office on Feb. 27 from 9:45
to 10:45 a.m.
For more information, contact
the district registrar at 650-3217140, ext. 5600, or email registrar@mpcsd.org. Registration is
available at mpcsd.org, using the
Enrollment tab.
Portola Valley School District

Ormondale School at 200 Shawnee Pass in Portola Valley began its
registration process on Jan. 22 for
children entering transitional kindergarten and kindergarten. Transitional kindergarten is open to
children who turn age 5 between
Sept. 2 and Dec. 1; kindergarten
is open to those whose fifth birthdays fall on or before Sept. 1.
Registration procedure packets
are available in the main office.

Call 650-851-1777, ext. 2652, for
more information.
Woodside Elementary School
District

Woodside school district kindergarten registration begins
March 2.
The school has scheduled a
transitional kindergarten and
kindergarten informational meeting and tour on Jan. 29 from 8:45
to 9:45 a.m. It will also host tours
Feb. 7, March 20, April 17 and
May 29 from 9:30 to 10 a.m. Call
650-851-1571 to reserve a spot.
Go to the district’s website at
woodsideschool.us/District/NewStudent-Enrollment/index to find
the packets and more information.
A birth certificate, proof of
residency, immunization records
and a physician’s report will be
required before a child enters
school in the fall.
For more information, contact
Elvira Ramirez Martinez at elviramartinez@woodsideschool.us
or 650-851-1571, ext. 4002. A

Join our team!
We’re looking for talented,
highly-motivated and dynamic people
DIGITAL SALES MANAGER
Be Part Of Our Digital Future
The Peninsula’s leading media company, Embarcadero Media, is
seeking a dynamic digital sales professional to join our growing
sales team, lead digital sales growth, be a part of pioneering new
digital sales products and make a big impact on company revenue.
If you thrive in a community-focused environment where you
can offer creative solutions and truly deliver value to your clients,
consider joining the Embarcadero Media team.
S/he is responsible for digital revenue generation on Embarcadero
websites, email newsletters, sponsored content, email marketing
blasts, and other digital products under development. In addition,
the Digital Sales Manager assists in developing sales and marketing
strategies to build lead-generation, inﬂuence customer life cycle,
and increase client retention. This position reports to the Vice
President of Sales & Marketing.
The perfect candidate will have the following:
• 3+ years of digital sales experience
• Strong track record of closing digital sales business
• Expertise in digital marketing
• An interest in leading and managing others
• History of exceeding sales targets
• Proven ability to drive revenue through long-term relationships.
Compensation includes base salary plus commission, health beneﬁts,
vacation, 401K and proﬁt sharing. We offer a culture where
employees are respected, supported and given the opportunity to
grow as we innovate in today‘s local media environment. Please email
a cover letter and resume to tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com.
Learn more at embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

ONLINE

450 Cambridge Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650.326.8210
PaloAltoOnline.com | TheAlmanacOnline.com | MountainViewOnline.com
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Nonprofit honors 9 who
exemplify the meaning
of being selfless
By Palo Alto Weekly staff

T

his year’s Avenidas Lifetimes of Achievement
honorees have gone
beyond the call of duty to create
positive changes in their communities by donating countless
hours of hands-on service to
local organizations and programs aimed at improving education, health care, the environment and services for seniors,
among other areas.
The recipients of the annual
award are Fran Codispoti, Besty
Gifford, Bill and Gay Krause,
Armand and Eliane Neukermans, Alma and Jim Phillips
and Steve Player.
The honorees were announced
at an evening reception on
Thursday at Avenidas@450 Bryant in Palo Alto. They will
be formally celebrated at an
afternoon garden party on May
17, the main annual fundraiser
for Avenidas, a Palo Alto-based
nonprofit organization that
offers tools for positive aging to
seniors and their families on the
Midpeninsula.
“The treasure trove of outstanding seniors who have made
so many contributions to our
community makes our honoree
selection process very challenging, and this year was no exception,” Avenidas President and
CEO Amy Andonian stated in a
press release. “Each individual’s
story is so interesting and rich
and their accomplishments give
us all quite a high standard to
shoot for in our own lives.”
Armand and Eliane Neukermans actively support social
entrepreneurial and environmental efforts. The Portola
Valley couple initiated the JaipurKnee project at Stanford
University to encourage students to design a low-cost
prosthetic knee for the JaipurFoot Organization. The project
resulted in the creation of a
$20 knee prosthesis that has
been manufactured for more
than 18,000 amputees in clinics
across India.
Armand, a trained engineer
and physicist, was active in the
tech industry for more than 50
years and was nominated “Silicon Valley Inventor of the Year”
in 2001. Since his retirement, he
has led a group of retired volunteer engineers and scientists in
technology research in support
of innovative climate mitigation
efforts to cool the earth at the
University of Washington and
Harvard University.
Eliane, who obtained degrees

in economics and philosophy
from Louvain University in
Belgium, taught at Arizona
State University’s Thunderbird School of Global Management, Sacred Heart Preparatory
and Castilleja schools. Since
her retirement, she has been
engaged in supporting various community organizations,
including the Palo Alto Community Fund, Foothill College, Environmental Volunteers,
Avenidas, the Big Sur Environmental Institute, Human
Rights Watch, the Thomas
Merton Center, St. Elizabeth
Seton School, Portola Valley
Ranch, Global Women’s Leadership Network, the JaipurFoot Organization and Amici
Lovanienses.
Fran Codispoti is a Los Altos
Hills philanthropist who has
spent much of her adult life
improving the wellbeing of people young and old. She turned
her attention away from a career
in tech and consulting to work
with organizations that benefit
education, medical research and
the community’s aging population after recovering from
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. She was
instrumental in raising funds
for facilities at Gunn High
School, which her children
attended. She later went on to
co-chair two capital campaigns
for Avenidas after joining the
board of directors in 1998.
Other organizations she currently works with include: Stanford Cancer Institute, where she
serves on the Cancer Council of
advisers; Foundation for a College Education, where she serves
as an advisory board member;
Bay Area Cancer Connections,
where she serves as chair of the
Emeritus Board; Human Rights
Watch; Stanford Women’s Cancer Center; and the Palo Alto
Unified School District.
Betsy Gifford has spent hundreds of hours lending a hand
to nonprofit organizations large
and small over the past five
decades, from raising money for
the construction of the YMCA
in East Palo Alto to maintaining
the grounds at Gamble Gardens
each week for the past 30 years
as a member of the group’s
“Dirty Knees” volunteers. She
began her longtime role as a
community volunteer shortly
after moving to Palo Alto in the
fall of 1966. The young newlywed was a long way from Aurora, Illinois, and didn’t know
anyone besides her husband
and a former high school classmate at Stanford University. She
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The 2020 Avenidas Lifetimes of Achievement honorees, from left to right, Betsy Gifford, Steve
Player, Eliane Neukermans, Armand Neukermans, Fran Codispoti, Gay Krause, Bill Krause, Alma Phillips and
Jim Phillips, photographed at Avenidas in Palo Alto on Jan. 23.

decided to change that. Over the
years, Gifford has served as a
“Pink Lady” at Stanford Hospital and as a member of the Palo
Alto Auxiliary, the Music Guild
at Stanford University, the Palo
Alto Community Fund and the
Junior League of Palo Alto-Mid
Peninsula and a local PTA.
Education philanthropists
Bill and Gay Krause have spent
decades working to improve
local education. The Los Altos
Hills duo launched the Krause
Center for Innovation at Foothill College, which has helped
more than 21,000 teachers integrate technology into their
classrooms over the past two
decades, and are recognized as
the Foothill-De Anza Community College District’s largest
private donors.

‘Their accomplishments
give us all quite a high
standard to shoot for
in our own lives.’
AVENIDAS PRESIDENT AND CEO
AMY ANDONIAN

Bill has spent the past 25 years
mentoring business entrepreneurs since retiring from a long
tech career during which he
co-founded networking pioneer
company 3Com, which introduced Ethernet to the world. He
has served on numerous public
and private boards, including
CommScope, Forward Networks and Smartcar. He also is
a senior adviser to investment
firm The Carlyle Group and a
board partner at venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz.
The Citadel, a military college in South Carolina, named
him “Alumnus of the Year” in
2013 for his support of the college’s leadership development

curriculum; Junior Achievement Silicon Valley inducted
him into its Business Hall of
Fame; and he was elected as
chairman of the American
Electronics Association (now
known as AeA).
Gay has served as the executive director of the Krause
Center since its opening in 1999
after the president of Foothill
College asked her to work
on a startup project aimed at
providing professional development for K-12 educators.
Before launching the center,
Gay worked in the Mountain
View Whisman School District
as a teacher, counselor and
principal of Graham Middle and Landels Elementary
schools. Currently, she serves
on six nonprofit boards for
the YMCA of Silicon Valley;
the Foothill-De Anza Foundation; Children Now; Challenge
Team of Mountain View, Los
Altos and Los Altos Hills; the
Palo Alto Medical Foundation;
and the Los Altos Chamber of
Commerce.
Alma and Jim Phillips are
active community volunteers.
Collectively, the Palo Alto couple has volunteered for more
than a dozen local organizations aimed at improving
everything from the environment to social inequality.
Alma grew up on a farm in
rural Texas and worked as a
teacher before moving to California. Once on the west coast,
she shifted her passion for
working with children in the
classroom to volunteering with
nonprofits aimed at educating
children. She has worked with
Environmental Volunteers and
Deer Hollow Farm, as well as
the League of Women Voters
and MidPeninsula Citizens for
Fair Housing (which has since
merged with the Eden Council

for Hope and Opportunity).
Jim turned to volunteer work
after a long career in technology
in which he worked in systems
development with General Electric, the Ling-Temco-Vought
Corporation and Lockheed
Martin.
He has served as chairman of the boards of the Palo
Alto Family YMCA board and
Habitat for Humanity’s local
chapter, and has sat on the
boards of the YMCA of the
Mid-Peninsula, Palo Alto Community Child Care, Foundation
for a College Education, YWCA
of the Mid-Peninsula Donor
Advised Fund, One Dollar for
Life and the Kiwanis Club of
Palo Alto.
Steve Player, a resident of
Palo Alto, spent much of his
time assisting startup nonprofits while he was a young lawyer
after graduating from Stanford
University and University of
California, Hastings College
of the Law. Player was among
those who helped form the
Senior Coordinating Council of
Palo Alto, which later became
Avenidas. After practicing law,
he joined Stanford University as
a planned giving officer. He has
maintained a close association
with Stanford as a volunteer
where he has served on various
boards over the years, including
the Buck/Cardinal Club and
the Stanford Historical Society.
Player has been the recipient
of several community awards,
including the Stanford Associates Award, the Tall Tree Award
from the Palo Alto Chamber of
Commerce and Red Triangle
Award from the YMCA.
Tickets for the May 17 Garden
Party are $85 and available
online at avenidas.org or by
calling 650-289-5445. A
The Palo Alto Weekly is The
Almanac’s sister publication.
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Behind-the-scenes
en
nes tours
t
of the Filoli estate’s
greenhouses offer a glimpse of the place
where its elaborate gardens take root
by Heather Zimmerman

W

oodside’s historic Filoli estate
might be equally well known for
its sprawling, lush gardens as for
its stately 1917 Georgian revival mansion.
But other, more humble structures on the
grounds fill an essential role in making
the estate what it is. Filoli’s greenhouses
are central to the creation and maintenance of the property’s 16-acre gardens.
Around 50,000 plants a year begin life
in the greenhouses, according to Jim
Salyards, Filoli’s director of horticulture.
And a number of plants grow in the
greenhouses year-round.
Visitors can get a unique behind-thescenes look during docent-led tours of
the greenhouse complex. The tours,
offered year-round, provide glimpses at
how Filoli’s grand gardens get started,
as well as a look at rare plants that you
might not see elsewhere on the estate.
The bulk of the plants that start life
in the greenhouses are destined for the
gardens; some others are propagated for
sale in the Filoli garden shop.
“Most of it (the 50,000 plants), probably
30,000 to 40,000, are the bedding plants
that go into the garden for two major
plantings for the spring and summer
seasons. Then we propagate a lot of plants
for the cutting gardens — the cut flowers

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Greenhouse tour guide Bennett
Kuhn leads a guided tour through Filoli’s
main greenhouse on Jan. 19.

that the flower arrangers use,” Salyards
said.
Floral displays aren’t limited to Filoli’s
great outdoors. The mansion typically
features seasonal floral arrangements
in many of the rooms that are open to
visitors. This winter, the mansion is
showcasing orchid plants contributed by
a number of local orchid groups, including the Santa Clara Valley Orchid Society
and Pacific Central Branch of the American Orchid Society, as well as orchids
from Filoli’s greenhouses.
The greenhouse complex not only is
home to young plants being raised for the
gardens, but also numerous plants that
need a more controlled environment: a
variety of tropical plants, some succulents and delicate or historical plants.
And like the mansion itself, three of
the four greenhouses in the complex
are historic — dating to the early 1920s,
Salyards said, noting that only the propagation greenhouse is newer, built in 1985,
though the other greenhouses have had
some renovations.
The main greenhouse is the biggest in
the complex and is dedicated to tropical
plants, a purpose which goes back to the
Bourns and the Roths, the two families
that lived on the Filoli estate in the early
and mid-20th century, according to notes
used by greenhouse tour guides. Both
families used this greenhouse to keep
tropical plants that would then be displayed in the house.
Its three rooms shelter tropical plants
with various shade and temperature
requirements. One room houses orchids,
including plants that the Roth family
brought back from Hawaii, according
to the tour notes. Another of the rooms
is home to plants such as anthuriums,
ginger, begonias and tropical vines, again
with some plants from the Roth era. The
third room has shade-loving tropicals
including philodendrons and ferns, Salyards said.
The oldest plant in the complex, he
said, is a cycad (which resembles a lowgrowing palm tree) that dates back to
the Bourn family, who built Filoli. Due to
its large size, the plant had to be moved

Photo by Magali Gauthier

Marianne van Zeeland admires a large cardboard cycad in the main greenhouse
while Elizabeth Cerutti photographs it during a guided greenhouse tour at the historic
Filoli estate in Woodside earlier this month.

from the main greenhouse and into the
production greenhouse, where it’s taken
up permanent residence. “It never gets
moved because it’s huge,” Salyards said.
Tours offer a chance to see this roughly
century-old plant, along with other
permanent or longterm greenhouse
residents that don’t usually make it out
to public view, for a variety of reasons.
“We have collections of air plants —
phylandias — that have been mounted in
the greenhouses, so they live on a piping
system that we have covered in moss,”
Salyards said, noting that the area also
includes some carnivorous plants.
“Sometimes there are plants that are
historic that may have such a short
blooming window that you may only
catch them as part of a greenhouse tour.
They won’t necessarily make it down to
the mansion every year,” he said.
Though the winter weather means
Filoli’s gardens themselves aren’t at their
showiest right now, preparations are well
under way for the big blooming seasons
to come — spring and summer — so
there’s plenty of activity at the greenhouse complex.
“They’ll see some of the spring annuals
that we’re growing for display pots. The
tail end of the spring season are pansies
that we grow for potting into terra cotta
pots that will go out into the garden. Very
soon, within the next couple weeks, we’ll
start propagating seeds and cuttings for
the summer display,” Salyards said of
the tour.
Currently on standby in the greenhouse

complex area: roughly 3,000 containers
of spring bulbs that will be brought down
into the gardens as they begin to bloom.
The tour also includes a peek at the
headhouse, a structure that’s not a greenhouse, but where seeds are sown, and
which also serves as the headquarters for
the horticultural staff.
Visitors to the greenhouses can pick
up some insider tips on how Filioli’s staff
mixes potting soil and fertilizes plants,
and controls pests — a particular issue
for greenhouses, Salyards said.
“These environments we create that are
hot and humid are just perfect for bugs,
and (we talk about) what we do to address
those, which a lot of people face in their
houses with houseplants, too. There’s a
lot of good, fun information,” he said. A
Heather Zimmerman is
the home and real estate
editor of the Palo Alto Weekly,
The Almanac’s sister publication.
I N F OR M ATI ON
If you’re interested
Tours are offered year-round; the
current schedule of tours, Fridays
and Sundays, 11 a.m., runs through
March 1. Tours are $15, plus the
cost of admission: $22 adults; $18
seniors (65+); $15 student, teacher,
military; $11 children (5-17 years old);
free to children (under 5 years old).
Filoli is located at 86 Cañada Road,
Woodside.For more information, call
650-364-8300 or visit filoli.org.
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Poignant ‘Pianist’
shares a mother’s gift
Mona Golabek brings family history alive
in TheatreWorks production
by Karla Kane

W

hen teenage Lisa
Jura left her home in
Vienna, Austria, in
1938 and traveled, unaccompanied, to London, England, her
mother told the budding concert pianist to “hold on to your
music.” It would be advice she
would heed after leaving her
parents and two sisters behind,
amidst the horrors of the Holocaust and the Blitz, and that
would carry her through her
darkest days.
“The Pianist of Willesden
Lane,” TheatreWorks Silicon
Valley’s latest production, is
Jura’s story, told by her own
daughter, pianist Mona Golabek, who also wrote the book
“The Children of Willesden
Lane,” upon which the live
performance is based.
In the 90-minute, one-woman
show, Golabek embodies Jura, as
well as many other memorable
characters she meets along her
journey as one of the more than
10,000 Jewish child refugees who
fled from Nazi-occupied Europe
thanks to an operation known
as kindertransport (“children’s
trains”). Jura, whose parents
were only able to secure one
kindertransport ticket, chose her
out of their three daughters in
part because of her great musical
talent, believing in London she’d
be safe and able to continue her
education. This proved more
difficult than imagined, but
in keeping her promise to her
mother, Jura managed to hold
on to her dreams despite great
adversity, modeling remarkable
resilience.

R EVIEW

Jura’s story is certainly a
compelling one. It’s not only,
as Golabek said after opening
night, a story of how music can
provide light and hope in terrible times, but also about the
importance of holding on to
shared humanity in those times,
as Jura did with those around
her, including her fellow refugees, the British volunteers who
took them in, and more. It’s also
a story of sacrifice, of parents’
love for their children. It would
be a powerful tale regardless, but
the fact that it’s true and that it’s
the protagonist’s own daughter
telling it makes it all the more
touching to audiences. Anyone
not moved by the bittersweet
ending words must be made of
stone.
“The Pianist of Willesden
Lane” was adapted for the
stage and directed by TheatreWorks favorite Hershey
Felder and his influence comes
through strong and clear. Just
as Felder does in his own oneman shows, Golabek combines
her spoken narrative with
gorgeous piano playing, highlighting pieces of significance
to her mother’s life — most
importantly, Grieg’s Piano
Concerto in A Minor — and
using the music to underscore the emotional tone. The
show’s structure, style and
even Golabek’s manner of
speaking resembles Felder’s.
And, like Felder, she does a
wonderful job in blending
music and heartfelt storytelling (I’m always especially
impressed with how they can

Courtesy Hershey Felder Presents

Mona Golabek, at the piano, portrays her mother, Lisa Jura, in “The Pianist of Willesden Lane.”

perform complicated piano
parts with ease while talking
to the audience).
Felder also designed the set
(along with his frequent collaborator Trevor Hay) and it’s simple
but beautiful: Gilded picture
frames on a black backdrop,
into which are projected various images and videos, set the
scenes and give an understated,
old-world elegance.
With the added personal

Encouraging children to be self-motivated
is topic of Jan. 30 talk at M-A High School
By Angela Swartz
Almanac Staff Writer

P

arents interested in learning about the science
behind helping their children take more control over
their lives might want to attend
a presentation on Thursday,
Jan. 30, at Menlo-Atherton
High School.

Bill Stixrud and Ned Johnson,
co-authors of “The Self-Driven
Child: The Science and Sense
of Giving Your Kids More
Control Over Their Lives,”
will present the talk, providing
research-based advice about
how to help children and teens
become more resilient, balanced and motivated, according to the event description
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posted online by the sponsoring organization.
The two authors theorize that
a sense of control is the “antidote to stress,” touching on
common stressors for American kids such as social media,
homework and lack of sleep.
The book offers a combination of “cutting-edge brain
science,” the latest behavioral

connection Golabek brings making it especially poignant, “The
Pianist of Willesden Lane” certainly seems to have all the elements that have made Felder’s
productions so successful for
TheatreWorks in the past. I’d be
surprised if it wasn’t another big
hit for the company. A
Karla Kane is the arts and
entertainment editor of
the Palo Alto Weekly, The
Almanac’s sister publication

therapy methods and case
studies drawn from the thousands of children Stixrud and
Johnson have guided on a
“real” road to success, according to the event announcement.
The presentation is hosted by
The Parent Education Series,
a Sequoia Union High School
District program in which
experts in subjects like academic success and student
wellbeing discuss their fields
with district parents, staff and
community members.

I N F OR M ATI ON

What: “The Pianist of
Willesden Lane.”
Where: Mountain View
Center for the Performing
Arts, 500 Castro St.
When: Through Feb. 16.
Cost: $32-$98.
Info: theatreworks.org.

The event is scheduled from 7
to 8:30 p.m. in M-A’s Performing Arts Center, 555 Middlefield Road in Atherton.
Admission is free; there will
be light refreshments. Spanish
interpretation will be available.
For more information and
tickets, go to selfdrivenchild2020ma.eventbrite.com. Contact Charlene Margot, founder
and director of the The Parent
Education Series, at cmargot@
csmconsulting.net with questions about the event. A

N E W S
COUNCIL BID
continued from page 5

seven years. Before that she was
a San Mateo resident for seven
years, and was involved in that
community as a leader for a number of parenting organizations.
She holds a bachelor’s degree in
sociology from the University of
California, Berkeley, and a master’s in business administration
from the University of California, Davis.
“A lot of people endorsing me
are doing so because they’ve seen
me in action,” she said. “They
know I’m an authentic, sincere,
community-minded person.”
It makes sense, she said, to use
her background, knowledge, and
experience “to serve the residents
of Menlo Park.”
She acknowledges that it’s early
to start a campaign, but said she
plans to spend the first part of her
campaign listening to District 3
residents, as well as residents from
other districts within the city.
She said she supports safe and
accessible streets for people of all
ages and modes of travel; housing
policies that permit people of all
ages and incomes to live in the
community; and local efforts to
tackle climate change.
District 3, as Wolosin describes
it, is the “belt” of Menlo Park. The
district includes the neighborhoods of Vintage Oaks, Felton
Gables, Linfield Oaks, part of the
Caltrain line and a small square
of Menlo Park west of El Camino
Real bordered by Santa Cruz
Avenue, Valparaiso Avenue and
Crane Street.
District 3 has historically been
underrepresented on the City
Council, according to a 2018 analysis by Menlo Park blogger Stu
Soffer. He reports that since 1980,
there have been only two elected

Photo by Mark Tuschman.

Jennifer Wolosin has
announced that she plans to run
for a seat on the Menlo Park City
Council to represent District 3.

council members who resided
within the boundaries of what is
now the district: Peg Gunn, who
was on the council from 1980
to 1988, and Andy Cohen, who
served from 2004 to 2012.
Wolosin is the only District 3
resident to announce her candidacy so far. Soffer also lives in
District 3, and said he is undecided about running.
Wolosin follows Councilman
Ray Mueller in making an
early announcement for a 2020
council bid. Mueller announced
earlier this month that he plans
to run for a third council term,
though this time the election
process will be different because
he is seeking to represent District 5, the Sharon Heights and
Stanford Hills neighborhoods,
while his first two campaigns
were for an “at-large” seat.
Menlo Park switched to district
elections in 2018 because the city
was threatened with a lawsuit
that would have challenged the
city’s at-large system on the basis
that made it harder for candidates preferred by racial minorities to win election.

Menlo Park goal-setting
workshop set for Jan. 30
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

J

ust as many people set
New Year’s Resolutions,
many cities also set goals
each January. The city of
Menlo Park will be honoring
this tradition with the City
Council’s annual goal-setting
workshop set for the afternoon of Thursday, Jan. 30.
At these meetings, the City
Council usually reviews its work
plan with the city’s management
and department leaders and
establishes formal priorities for
the calendar year. It often also
involves a review of the city’s
financial situation, and a review
of the city’s accomplishments of
the past year.
Typically, the council maintains an ongoing list of 60 or

70 goals across city departments, but narrows its top
do-or-die priorities each year
to around five.
It’s also the time of year
when the council is generally most open to community
members’ requests to consider
taking up a new project, so
such meetings are generally
well-attended and involve
the city’s community groups
advocating for their various
causes and initiatives.
The meeting is set to run
from 1 to 5 p.m. in the City
Council Chambers at 701 Laurel St. in the Menlo Park Civic
Center.
Go to is.gd/mpgoals_agenda
to access the agenda or is.gd/
mpgoals for more information
about the past goals set by the
Menlo Park City Council. A

Only residents of Districts 3
and 5 will be eligible to vote for
their council representatives this
year. Voters in the November
election will fill those seats for
the first time; the November 2018
ballot included elections only to
the Districts 1, 2, and 4 seats.
According to demographic
information compiled in advance
of the city’s switch to district elections, District 3 has a more substantial proportion of households
that are middle-class, working,
and living in apartments than the
other districts and a more even
split between homeowner and
renter households than the others.
District 3’s biggest
challenge?

The biggest challenge that
District 3 faces, though, is how
the city chooses to tackle grade
separations, Wolosin said.
She’s been following the process
closely for some time now, she
said, and will be paying attention
to the $260,000 additional analysis that the council approved Jan.
14 to explore a fully elevated alternative to separating the Caltrain
rail crossings from city roadways.
The current preferred alternative
is a “hybrid” option that would
involve partially elevating the
rails and partially lowering the
roads, but would cause years of
major construction impacts.
“At this point, I want to make
sure that the study that just got
approved is robust and answers
the lingering questions out there
so we can move forward as
quickly as possible,” Wolosin
said.
She added that she’s committed
to remaining accessible during
her campaign and asks people
interested in talking to her to
contact her through her campaign website, jenwolosin.com. A
MAYOR’S GOALS
continued from page 8

How has the City Council
changed since you joined in
2013?
The council was extremely
contentious when I joined. Over
the last six years it’s become
incredibly collaborative. The
change came from the commitment to work together and not
to pigeonhole each other.
How have your priorities shifted since you first joined the
council?
My biggest priority when I
first joined was to get the civic
center (project) approved and I
wanted to establish a (Caltrain)
quiet zone. Those were achieved
so I feel great about that. I would
love to find a solution to cutthrough traffic and congestion.
This year, I would like to enable
neighborhoods to get together
and decide on traffic calming
devices. A

Employment
TECHNOLOGY
Extended Reality (XR) User Experience (UX) Lead needed in
Schlumberger Technology Corporation’s Menlo Park, CA location
to lead cross-functional teams developing powerful Extended
Reality (XR) application experiences. Must have MS, or foreign
equivalent, in Web Design & New Media, Visual Communication
Design, Graphic Design, or related field + 3 yrs post-baccalaureate
exp in XR user design. Must travel 20% domestically &
internationally. Send resume, cvr ltr & copy of ad to Bianca
Richards Agar, Schlumberger Technology Corporation, 5599 San
Felipe, Houston, TX 77056. No phone calls or walk-ins, pls. EOE.

To advertise call 650.223.6582 or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

Marketplace
The Almanac offers advertising for
Home Services, Business Services and
Employment.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
AMERICA SERVICES PROVIDER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283526
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
America Services Provider, located at 152
Daphne Way, East Palo Alto, CA 94303, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SENITA UHILAMOELANGI
152 Daphne Way
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
APPOLLONIA D. UHILAMOELANGI
152 Daphne Way
East Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: A Married
Couple.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 01/02/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 2, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, 2020)
DAHL DENTAL PRACTICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283633
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Dahl Dental Practice, located at 1300
University Drive, Suite 7, Menlo Park, CA
94025, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
TRISHAL LAMBA, DDS, INC.
1300 University Drive, Suite 7
Menlo Park, CA 94025
California
This business is conducted by: A
Corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 1/10/2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 10, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 2020)

TUNE MOBILE CHIRO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283619
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Tune Mobile Chiro, located at 130
Brookwood Rd., Woodside, CA 94062, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
SANAZ KHALILI MALEK
130 Brookwood Rd.
Woodside, CA 94062
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 1-10-2020.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 10, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 22, 29; Feb. 5, 12, 2020)
LIFE - HYPNO
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 283656
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Life - Hypno, located at 624 Berkeley Ave.,
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
MATHEVON CONSULTING LLC
624 Berkeley Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
California
This business is conducted by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
January 14, 2020.
(ALM Jan. 29; Feb. 5, 12, 19, 2020)

Call Alicia Santillan at
650-223-6578 or
email asantillan@paweekly.com
for assistance with your legal
advertising needs.
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Visit AlmanacNews.com/calendar
to see more calendar listings

Theater

¶$'ROO·V+RXVH3DUW· Jeffrey Lo directs
Lucas Hnath’s comedic play that picks up
right after the end of Henrik Ibsen’s original
play, “A Doll’s House.” Jan. 30-Feb. 2; dates
and times vary. $22-$46; discounts available.
Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road,
Palo Alto. paplayers.org
%DOOURRP&XOWXUDO6HULHV Filoli’s Ballroom
Cultural Series features nine unique events
ranging from live music to interactive performances. This upcoming Sunday, dance and
percussion duo Helm performs original compositions that derive from Middle Eastern traditions. Feb. 2, 3-5 p.m. $30. Filoli Gardens,
86 Canada Road, Woodside. filoli.org
¶&OLFN&ODFN0RR&RZV7KDW7\SH·
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre presents “Click,
Clack, Moo: Cows That Type,” a comedic
musical based on Doreen Cronin’s beloved
children’s book. Through Feb. 16; dates and
times vary. $14-$16; discount for children.
Palo Alto Children’s Theatre, 1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. cityofpaloalto.org
¶0DSSLQJRIWKH0LQG· Los Angeles-based
Jewish Women’s Theatre returns to Oshman
Family JCC with three new shows, starting
with “Mapping of the Mind,” where humor and
hope are found within the struggle of mental
illness. Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m. $25-$30; discount
for members. Freidenrich Conference Center,
Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo
Alto. paloaltochamber.com
¶7KH1HWKHU· Jenny Hollingworth directs Jennifer Haley’s “The Nether, “ a haunting sci-fi
thriller and crime drama set in a virtual wonderland where anything can happen. Through
Feb. 9; dates and times vary. $30-$39; discounts available. Dragon Productions Theatre

Company, 2120 Broadway St., Redwood City.
dragonproductions.net
¶2VOR· Winner of the 2017 Tony Award for
best play, “Oslo” tells the true and widely
unknown story of how a Norwegian diplomat
and her husband planned and orchestrated
top-secret meetings between Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization, culminating
in the historic 1993 Oslo Accords. Through
Feb. 16; dates and times vary. $20-$38. Bus
Barn Theatre, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos.
losaltosstage.org
¶7KH3DVVLRQRI-RDQRI$UF· Orlando
Consort, the early-music British quartet, sings
Guillaume Dufay’s chanson with lyrics by
Christine de Pizan, whose poem about Joan
of Arc dates to the early 15th century. Feb.
1, 7:30 p.m. $15-$52; discounts available.
Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford.
events.stanford.edu
¶7DNLQJ6WHSV· Director Troy Johnson and
Bay Area comic actors take on Alan Ayckbourn’s farce “Taking Steps,” where chaos
unfolds in a haunted Victorian house. Through
Feb. 9; dates and times vary. $20-$35. The
Pear Theatre, 1110 La Avenida St., Mountain
View. thepear.org

Concerts

&KRLURI7ULQLW\&ROOHJH0HOERXUQH The
Choir of Trinity College, Melbourne, presents
a diverse program of choral artistry featuring Frank Ferko’s “American Folksongs” and
many more, with the Stanford Chamber Chorale joining to perform two works together.
Jan. 29, 7:30-9 p.m. Free. Memorial Church,
450 Serra Mall, Stanford. events.stanford.edu/
events/845/84530
9ODGLPLU)HOWVPDQ Russian pianist Vladimir
Feltsman plays works by dissident composers of his homeland, from Alexander Scriabin
to the forgotten composers that Scriabin

influenced. Feb. 5, 7:30-9:30 p.m. $15-$68;
discounts available. Bing Concert Hall, 327
Lasuen St., Stanford. events.stanford.edu

Music

¶7KH$UWRI)DOOLQJ· Laurie Anderson, a
renowned artist known for her use of technology in art, presents her work, “The Art of
Falling,” with pianist Rubin Kodheli. Jan. 29,
7:30 p.m. $15-$65; discounts available. Bing
Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen St., Stanford. live.
stanford.edu
&DQGOHPDV Candles representing Jesus’ first
appearance in the temple and Mary’s ritual
purification are lit, and St. Bede’s choir presents works by composers from the Middle
Ages through the 21st century in this vesper
service. Feb. 2, 4-5 p.m. Free. St. Bede’s
Episcopal Church, 2650 Sand Hill Road,
Menlo Park. stbedesmenlopark.org

Talks & Lectures
,PPRUWDOLW\,QF7KH4XHVWWR/LYH)RUHYHU Science journalist Chip Walter talks about
the groundbreaking research and visionaries
who are trying to answer the confounding question of immortality. Jan. 30, 7 p.m.
$8-$55; discount for students. Schultz Cultural Hall, Oshman Family JCC, 3921 Fabian
Way, Palo Alto. commonwealthclub.org
8QHYHQ*URXQG,QHTXLW\RQWKH0LGSHQLQVXOD Journalist Kate Bradshaw talks about
her reporting on how land use affects health
in the communities of North Fair Oaks, East
Palo Alto, and Belle Haven. Jan. 29, 7:30-9
p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma St.,
Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Comedy

%XNLWKH&ORZQ Buki the Clown puts on a
bilingual, slapstick comedy show for children.

Go to AlmanacNews.com and see the Community Calendar
module at the top right side of the page. Click on “Add your event.” If
the event is of interest to a large number of people, also e-mail a press
release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

Feb. 2, 2-3 p.m. Free. Belle Haven Library, 413
Ivy Drive, Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Film
¶0DULQD$EUDPRYLF7KH$UWLVWLV3UHVHQW· “The Artist is Present” is a documentary
of the Serbian performance artist Marina
Abramovic’s 2010 visual piece that was
showcased at the Museum of Modern Art
in New York. Jan. 30, 6 p.m. Free. Anderson Collection, 314 Lomita Drive, Stanford.
anderson.stanford.edu
¶2GGODQGV· A collaboration between
Matchbox Pictures and Back to Back Theatre, “Oddlands” is a tale about two unlikely heroes who find hope in a toxic wasteland. This screening prepares for Stanford
Live’s presentation of “The Shadow Whose
Prey the Hunter Becomes.” Feb. 4, 5 p.m.
Free. Oshman Hall, Stanford University,
355 Roth Way, Stanford. live.stanford.edu
¶3HUIHFW6WUDQJHUV· Jan Krawitz, professor
of documentary film and video, provides an
intimate look at two women’s separate lives
and how they converge in her documentary,
“Perfect Strangers.” Jan. 30, 5:30-7:15 p.m.
Free. Oshman Hall, Stanford University, 355
Roth Way, Stanford. arts.stanford.edu

Lessons & Classes

$WKHUWRQ'LVDVWHU3UHSDUHGQHVV The
Atherton Disaster and Preparedness Team,
which typically meets the first Saturday
of the month, discusses how to carry out
medical preparation during an emergency.
Feb. 1, 9-10:30 a.m. Free. Jennings Pavilion,
Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave.,
Atherton. getreadyatherton.org
Susan Bernhard and Nina Bell. Jan. 30,
9:30 a.m.-noon. Free. Pulgas Ridge Preserve, 167 Edmonds Road, Redwood City.
openspace.org

Community Events

0XUGHU0\VWHU\3DUW\ Students in grades
eight through 12 are invited to a flapper
and gangster-themed murder mystery
party. Registration required. Jan. 31, 6:308:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Library, 800
Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org
6SUD\3DLQWLQJ7KRXJKWV Students in
grades six through 12 are invited to create
a silhouette of their head, decorate it with
spray paint and fill it with their thoughts.
Feb. 4, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Menlo Park
Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.org

Author Events

$GDO\Q*UDFH Adalyn Grace joins author
Tomi Adeyemi to talk about her new fantasy novel, “All the Stars and Teeth.” Feb.
5, 7-9 p.m. $5-$23. Kepler’s Books, 1010
El Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org
'DYLG7DOERW David Talbot, bestselling
author of “The Devil’s Chessboard” and
former CEO and editor-in-chief of Salon,
visits Kepler’s Books for a deeply personal
evening. Jan. 30, 7:30-8:30 p.m. $10-$40;
discount for students. Kepler’s Books,
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park.
keplers.org
.LUDQ5DQD Storyteller and Sufi master Kiran
Rana tells tales of the enigmatic and spiritual
figure, Nasruddin Hodja, Turkey’s most popular trickster. Feb. 4, 7-8 p.m. Free. Menlo Park
Library, 800 Alma St., Menlo Park. menlopark.
org
1LFN%UXHO Nick Bruel is the author and
illustrator behind the New York Times bestselling series, “Bad Kitty,” which follows the
misadventures of a troublemaking house cat.
Feb. 4, 6-7 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El
Camino Real, Menlo Park. keplers.org

Margot Lockwood & Ricky Flores
Homes Sold in 2019

Woodside

Woodside

Woodside

Woodside

Menlo Park

Menlo Park

Menlo Park

Menlo Park

Menlo Park

Palo Alto

Emerald Hills

Redwood City

Half Moon Bay

Half Moon Bay

Half Moon Bay

+BKWKB

Daly City

San Mateo

San Carlos

San Carlos

Mountain View

Santa Clara

Santa Clara

San Jose

#1 in Flood Park*
Margot Lockwood
650.400.2528
homes@margotlockwood.com
DRE 01017519
MargotAndRicky.com

Ricky Flores
408.565.5626
ricky@margotandricky.com
DRE 02027985

Thanks to you, we had a very successful 2019!
Your trust in allowing us to help you with your real
estate needs is greatly appreciated. We look forward
to continuing to serve you, as well as your family and
friends in the new year.

Have a Great 2020!

*MLS for sales 01.01.2019 - 12.31.2019
Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing
#lldostbWs|_BzpàWKObpO!taJOopBbMà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWb
price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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CENTRAL ATHERTON
European Country Villa Built in 2010
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Exclusive to our clients,
Compass Concierge fronts the
cost of services to prepare your
home for market, from staging to
cosmetic improvements and more.
No hidden fees,
no interest charged - ever.

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860
mary@gullixson.com
DRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
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+oWKO3ldb.OntOps
RANKED #25 TEAM
NATIONALLY, PER THE
WALL STREET JOURNAL,
2019 REPORT OF THE
TOP RESIDENTIAL REAL
ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
(Published in June 2019).

DRE# 01329216

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been veriﬁed. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made
without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate.
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