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High schools reinvent graduation amidst school closures
Menlo-Atherton and Woodside celebrate class of 2020 with virtual ceremonies, car parades for graduating seniors
By Tyler Callister
Almanac Staff Writer

F

or many students across
California, high school
came to a close last week
in a way that no one ever expected. With campuses empty due
to the coronavirus pandemic
and students unable to come
within 6 feet of each other, the
class of 2020 had to reinvent
their schools’ time-honored
traditions.
In Atherton and Woodside,
seniors at Menlo-Atherton and
Woodside high schools celebrated graduation at a distance. Grad night parties and
farewell hugs were replaced by
car parades and tearful Zoom
calls. Graduation ceremonies
came by livestreamed speeches.
Diplomas were handed out, one
by one — but only from a safe
distance.
At Woodside High, which
graduated 426 seniors through
a livestream on June 5, senior
Christopher Badger said he felt

a mix of emotions about the
socially distanced graduation.
“I think it was impossible for
me to not be disappointed, just
given the hype that all of us had
since, well, forever,” he said.
“That being said, I thought that
Woodside did their best given
the situation, and while it may
have been slightly underwhelming, it was sweet.”
Badger, who will attend Berklee College of Music in the
fall, said that one emotional
highlight for him was Woodside High School’s car parade
— a socially distanced substitute for a graduation ceremony
in which students and their
families drove slowly through
campus and waved to cheering
teachers.
Menlo-Atherton High School
held its 69th annual commencement last week, graduating 520
students on June 4 through a
livestreamed ceremony. Other
celebrations through the week
See GRADUATION, page 16

Magali Gauthier

A Woodside High School graduate waves to Principal Diane Burbank during the graduation car
parade through the school’s parking lot on June 5. With large gatherings banned due to the coronavirus
pandemic, local schools had to find new ways to celebrate the class of 2020.

After 28 years, The Pet Place will close at the end of June
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

C

ome July, Menlo Park’s
four-legged residents
will lose out on a favorite spot to score free treats and
friendly pats, and those who
care for them will lose a community institution.
The Pet Place, a longtime
Santa Cruz Avenue pet supply
store co-owned by Marc and
Lynn Macy, is set to close its
doors for good at the end of
June after 28 years in business.
The main reason it’s closing,
Marc Macy said, is because
he and his wife of 41 years
are exhausted and worn out.
They’ve been running the store
six days a week and are in their
mid-60s.
“It’s time,” he said.

Another big reason: “The
internet is just killing us. It has
for a few years now,” he said.
Amazon, plus new online
retail services targeted to pet
owners, like Chewy.com and
BarkBox, have really hurt sales
in the last several years, he said.
About two weeks before the
COVID-19 shutdowns began,
Marc Macy said, the couple
agreed to extend their lease
only until the end of June.
They’d already dipped into
their savings to stay afloat in
the hopes that business would
get better.
Then the pandemic hit,
which meant trouble for many
small, independent retailers.
While the couple’s store has
remained open as an essential business, income slumped

steeply. “It is absolutely crushing us,” Lynn and Marc Macy
said in a handwritten letter to
the community at their store.
The shutdowns have made
it difficult to even initiate the
work of closing down their
business, Marc Macy said.
Selling inventory, fixtures and
equipment is harder with social
distancing requirements and
a reduced capacity inside the
store, he said.
There’s simply a lot of stuff in
the store, and they have to clear
it out by the end of the month.
“I think it’s harder to close a
business than it is to open one,”
he said.
Fortunately, he said, a number of loyal customers and
community members have
offered to help, partly because

INSIDE

he and his wife have taken
pride in always going the extra
mile for their customers.
One customer has set up a
GoFundMe online fundraising campaign for the Macys at
is.gd/petplace.
The shop is one where customers stop in with all kinds of
questions, and the store helps
them find answers, whether it’s
through referrals or their own
expertise. They’ve also sought
to help homeless and disabled
animals, Marc Macy said.
“The Pet Place was like a
child of ours for 28 years,” he
said.
When they first decided to
open the shop, Marc had been
working as a pet photographer locally and Lynn worked
at Stanford. They adopted

a German shepherd named
Smokey and got to know the
people who owned the local pet
store. When they found out the
owner was selling the business,
they decided to take it over, he
said.
Over the years, the Pet Place
won 27 of The Almanac’s
Readers’ Choice awards and
was recognized as the Business of the Year by the Menlo
Park Chamber of Commerce
in its annual Golden Acorn
awards ceremony. They’ve been
invited to serve on the boards
of various local animal humane
societies.
Marc Macy reflected on why
the store has become so valued
by the community. “I think it’s
See THE PET PLACE, page 15
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Access thousands of new listings before anyone else,
only at compass.com.

5 Woodview Lane, Woodside
6 Bed | 4 Bath | $16,950,000
5woodviewlane.com

60 Melanie Lane, Atherton
5 Bed | 6.5 Bath | $11,998,000
60melanie.com

40 Fox Hill Road, Woodside
6 Bed | 6 Bath | $8,995,000
compass.com

79 Crescent Drive, Palo Alto
4 Bed | 3 Bath | $5,850,000
79crescent.com

355 Old La Honda Road, Woodside
5 Bed | 3 Bath | $5,165,000
compass.com

Mario Andrighetto
650.796.4902 | DRE 01993000

Elizabeth Daschbach
650.207.0781 | DRE 00969220

Erika Demma
650.740.2970 |

Derk Brill
650.814.0478

Erika Demma
650.740.2970 |

305 Cervantes Road, Portola Valley
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $3,925,000
305cervantes.com

2006 Carol Avenue, Mountain View
5 Bed | 4.5 Bath | $3,450,000
compass.com

2001 Sharon Road, Menlo Park
4 Bed | 3.5 Bath | $3,390,000
2001sharonroad.com

WTb.dBMÛdp_sdp
4 Bed | 3 Bath | $3,198,000
compass.com

15 Corto Lane, Woodside
5 Bed | 3 Bath | $2,995,000
15corto.com

Ellen Ashley
650.888.1886 | DRE 01364212

Joseph Yen
408.497.2989

Stella K Johnson
650.799.7525 | DRE 00648495

Buffy Bianchini
650.888.6379 |

Margot Lockwood
650.400.2528 | DRE 01017519

Buffy Bianchini
650.888.6379 |

DRE 01230766

|

DRE 01256035

DRE 01230766

DRE 00878979

|

DRE 01136969

DRE 00878979

Mario Andrighetto
650.796.4902 | DRE 01993000

Ricky Flores
408.565.5626

|

DRE 02027985

1942 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $2,195,000
compass.com

224 Brighton Lane, Redwood City
4 Bed | 3 Bath | $1,998,000
compass.com

5675 Cloverdale, Pescadero
5 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $1,950,000
patrickjryan.com

1518 Arguello Street, Redwood City
3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | $1,825,000
1518arguello.com

688 Monroe Street, Santa Clara
4 Bed | 4 Bath | $1,776,000
compass.com

Erika Demma
650.740.2970 | DRE 01230766

Carla Priola Anisman
650.888.9521 | DRE 00916725

Patrick Ryan
650.759.2430

Lori Burrows Warren
650.642.8042 | DRE 01963678

Brenda Duchesne Miller
408.515.5161 | DRE 00804691

1132 Hawthorne Drive, San Mateo
2 Bed | 1 Bath | $1,399,000
compass.com

96 Flynn Avenue #C, Mountain View
3 Bed | 1.5 Bath | $1,098,000
|bbKàKda

49 Showers Drive W 301, Mountain View
2 Bed | 2 Bath | $1,098,000
compass.com

396 Beacon Ridge Lane, Walnut Creek
3 Bed | 2 Bath | $999,000
compass.com

320 Beacon Ridge Lane, Walnut Creek
3 Bed | 3 Bath | $885,000
compass.com

Buffy Bianchini
650.888.6379 |

Susan Sims
650.743.1838

Shilpa Merchant
650.906.6869 | DRE 01112533

Karen Richardson Group
925.639.3904 | DRE 01407557

Karen Richardson Group
925.639.3904 | DRE 01407557

DRE 00878979

|

DRE 01408349

|

DRE 01044049

Mario Andrighetto
650.796.4902 | DRE 01993000

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
WKObpO!taJOopBbMà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_
may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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JUST LISTED

FOR SALE

1364 Johnson Street | Menlo Park

2 Sutherland Drive | Atherton

Remodeled Bungalow in Downtown Menlo Park
JOModdapÛJBsVpÛBllod{àÛpntBoOTOOs
2 blocks to Santa Cruz Avenue

Prime West Atherton
JOMpÛàJBsVpÛBllod{àÛpntBoOTOOs
llod{ààBKoOzWsVldd_BbMKBJBcB

$2,450,000 | 1364Johnson.com

$10,750,000 | 2Sutherland.com

FOR SALE

SOLD DURING
/2.ü!ü+ 
³´µ Park Lane | Atherton
Offered at $²´,º¹¹,±±±

´³´ Santa Rita Avenue | Palo Alto
Sold for $·,¹¶±,±±±

Represented Buyer

Represented Buyer

³²¸² Clayton Drive | Menlo Park
Sold for $³,µ³¹,±±±

µ³µ· Pomona Avenue | Palo Alto
Sold for $¶,²¶±,±±±

Represented Seller

Represented Buyer

HOME

107 Reservoir Road | Atherton

HAS NEVER BEEN
MORE IMPORTANT

{sObpWyO_|oOadMO_OMzWsVyWOzp
JOModdapÛàJBsVpåBllod{àÛpntBoOTOOs
llod{ààBKoOpzWsVldd_BbMplB

9OBoOByBW_BJ_Osd|dtbdzÛBpB_zB|pÛzWsVpBTOs|opsÛ
sOKVbd_dU|ÛO{lOoWObKOÛBbMadpsdTB__KBoOà

$7,450,000 | 107Reservoir.com

Selling homes during Shelter-in-Place and/or helping you
plan now for the future.

Tom LeMieux,

MBA

Jennifer Bitter, MBA

650.465.7459
sdaŒ_OaWOt{.àKda

650.308.4401
]ObbWTOoŒ_OaWOt{.àKda

License #01066910

License #01847627

A Wall Street Journal Top-Producing Real Estate Team, 2019
Over $2.5 billion in sales since 1998
_OaWOt{.àKdaŚŒ_OaWOt{.

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended
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Teens lead Black Lives Matter
protest in Menlo Park
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

H

File photo

The Belle Haven Child Development Center, along with the Menlo Children’s Center, were
spared from being shut down as the city of Menlo Park makes budget cuts.

Menlo Park’s child care centers
to stay, but with rate hike
Locals also ask council to cut police funding in response to recent events
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

L

ocal parents whose children attend the two citysubsidized child care
programs in Menlo Park, the
Menlo Children’s Center and
the Belle Haven Child Development Center, can breathe a little
easier now knowing that one of
the rare affordable child care
options in the city won’t be shut
down.
The question for some will be,

is it still affordable?
The Menlo Park City Council
voted Tuesday night to keep
the centers open, despite a significant increase in operating
costs due to new social distancing requirements imposed by
regulators to minimize the risk
of children or staff contracting COVID-19 there. Members
also agreed to raise tuition at
the Menlo Children’s Center
by $500 per month, putting
the center’s rates closer to the
median cost of other local day

care programs.
The proposal received four
votes; Councilman Ray Mueller
abstained. He had proposed to
send a letter to leaders in San
Mateo County involved in child
care policy issues to ask for
funding support and consider
using the city’s day care programs as a training ground for
new early childhood educators.
Doing so could help tackle the
challenge of the severe shortage
See BUDGET, page 10

undreds of protesters
marched through the
streets of Menlo Park,
Palo Alto and East Palo Alto last
week as part of a national movement to protest police brutality in
the wake of the death of George
Floyd, who was killed while in
Minneapolis police custody.
Floyd’s death, captured on a
bystander’s video, triggered widespread demonstrations across the
U.S.
In Menlo Park, a June 1 protest
began when people knelt on the
lawn at Burgess Park in total
silence to mark the eight minutes
and 46 seconds Minneapolis
police officer Derek Chauvin
knelt on Floyd’s neck, killing him.
Only the sounds from nearby
birds could be heard.
The event also included chants,
speeches and a peaceful march
to El Camino Park in Palo Alto,
with many teenage students and
families with children, many
wearing masks, in attendance.
Both Menlo Park’s mayor,
Cecilia Taylor, and police Chief
Dave Bertini, offered remarks in
support of the diverse group of
protesters.
Taylor, the first African American woman to serve as mayor of
Menlo Park, told attendees that
she is the fourth generation in
her family to experience racial
profiling.
“That, for me, as an elected official, I want to change while I’m in
office. That’s a part of my duty,”
she said. “I stand on the shoulders
of my ancestors. But I hurt too. I
fear for my stepsons’ lives. I fear

for my nephews’ lives every day.
... I fear for my husband’s life.
And all I can do is pray, and make
change with policy and continue
to connect with people who want
to have comprehensive conversations about change in America,
about change in our cities, about
change in our communities.”
Bertini, who knelt during the
silent protest, said that the police
officers present were there to protect the protesters. “We understand your anger,” he said. “We
are here to keep you safe.”
Before and after the nine-minute silence, people shouted chants
such as “No justice! No peace! No
racist police!” and “What do we
want? Justice! When do we want
it? Now!”
After the silent protest, the
group marched from Burgess
Park to El Camino Park along
Alma Street, where it reconvened
for speeches and remarks from
students and adults who wanted
to share their comments.
Several other demonstrators
said they attended because they
felt it was too important not to.
“There have been way too many
instances for me to stay silent,”
said Penelope Penfold-Patterson,
a Menlo Park resident and student at Menlo School. “It’s time
for it to end.”
Others said they attended
because they wanted their community to show solidarity and
demonstrate, as one attendee
who asked not to be named put
it, “that we don’t live in a bubble.”
Students and adults passed the
megaphone around, sharing their
experiences and advocacy ideas.
See PROTEST, page 17

Almanac resumes print edition
By Almanac staff

W

ith businesses slowly
restarting operations
over the next few
weeks, The Almanac resumed
publishing its weekly newspaper
on Friday, June 12, Embarcadero
Media President Bill Johnson
announced.
The Almanac, which has
published entirely online since
March 25, when businesses were
ordered to close and residents
were directed to stay at home,
has also switched its publishing
date from Wednesday to Friday
in order to bring print readers

fresher news than has been possible with its previous Monday
deadline.
“We were committed to
reporting on the coronavirus
crisis online, but could not
afford the additional financial
losses from printing and distributing the paper without any
revenue to pay for it,” Johnson
said.
“Publishing on Wednesdays
has always been a problem.
For readers, it has meant most
of the content is from news
that occurred the prior week.
For our employees, it meant a

production process that often
required at least one weekend
work day. With the new schedule we will be able to cover
the news, including important
government meetings, more
quickly,” Johnson said.
When the COVID-19 crisis
struck, many readers stepped
up to help The Almanac. Hundreds became subscribing
members, and others made
one-time contributions.
“We are humbled by your support of the local journalism The
See ALMANAC PRINT, page 8

Magali Gauthier

Angelina Fields holds a sign that reads “End Police Brutality” while
marching with hundreds of other protesters out of Burgess Park in
Menlo Park on June 1.
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By Embarcadero Media staff

S

an Mateo County on Tuesday reported 33 more cases
of COVID-19, bringing
its total to 2,475. There was no
change to the death toll, which
stands at 93, since Monday.
In nearly a week, the number
of people hospitalized with
confirmed or suspected cases of
COVID-19 has decreased by 20.
Thirty-nine people were hospitalized as of June 8, a 66% drop
from June 2 when 59 people
were hospitalized.
Santa Clara County reported
46 new cases of the coronavirus
on Tuesday, bringing its total
to 3,017. The county’s number
of deaths has increased by one,
raising the total to 146. Sixtynine people are hospitalized.
Palo Alto’s Channing House is
among the seven long-term care
facilities found with the coronavirus over the past 14 days.
The Webster Street community reported less than 11 cases
in residents and none among
staff as of June 9.
Sixty-two people who have
died from the coronavirus were
cases that originated at the
facilities, which makes up 42%
of the county’s total number of
deaths, a slight increase from a
month earlier when the facilities
made up 40% of the county’s
COVID-19 deaths.

much-anticipated guidance for
reopening schools this fall,
with officials emphasizing that
the document is not meant to
be a mandate for local school
districts.
The 62-page document covers
in detail everything from personal protective equipment for
teachers and staggered schedules
to seating assignments on school
buses. It was compiled with
guidance from public health
experts and educational leaders, including the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
California Department of Public
Health, California Division of
Occupational Safety and Health,
a statewide reopening schools
task force and focus groups with
educators and health officials.
“We recognize that COVID-19
has had a devastating effect on
everything that we know about
providing an education,” state
Superintendent Tony Thurmond said in a virtual press
conference on June 8. “It forces
us to enter into new conversation about the way educational
programming looks and will
look going forward.”
The California Department of
Education is leaving it to school
districts, in collaboration with
local public health officials, to
decide the specifics of when to
reopen. The state guidance also
will likely be adjusted as more
information becomes available,
Thurmond said.

State issues guidance on
reopening schools

The California Department
of Education released on Monday much-anticipated guidance
for reopening schools this fall,
with officials emphasizing that
the document is not meant to
be a mandate for local school
districts.
The California Department of
Education released on Monday

County permits outdoor
dining, indoor funerals

Outdoor dining and indoor
funerals with up to 10 people
present are allowed in San
Mateo County as of Saturday,
June 6, under a new shelterat-home order announced by
See CORONAVIRUS, page 14
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Fire chief sounds alarm about
spate of blazes in Baylands
June 4 fire was latest in area populated by homeless encampments
By Julia Brown

M

Sign up today at
AlmanacNews.com/express

by Monica Corman

Racial Covenants Exist
In Our Records
Dear Monica: I am buying
a house and was shocked to
see "Caucasians Only" in
the original Covenants of
the Menlo Park property I
am buying. I know this is no
longer enforceable, but I am
disturbed to see it still in the
record. Can I get rid of this?
Jon H.

Almanac Assistant Editor

enlo Park Fire Protection District firefighters responded to
three separate fires in three
hours on June 4, including a
Menlo Park encampment fire
in the same area as a larger
blaze late last month.
The first fire was reported
shortly after 1 p.m., when Acting Battalion Chief Jason Martin was waved down by a man
who pointed to smoke coming
from an encampment fire
behind Extra Space Storage
at 1520 Willow Road, according to a press release from fire
Chief Harold Schapelhouman.
The small fire was quickly
extinguished, Schapelhouman
said. The fire was in the same
general location as a 10-acre
blaze on May 22. Smoke from
that fire could be seen and
smelled for miles, and Schapelhouman expressed concern
about it being the latest in a
series of fires in areas of the
Baylands where homeless
encampments are established.
“This area and the frequency
of these incidents have been
becoming a larger and more
complicated problem and risk
for years,” he said last month.
“As firefighters, we can’t solve
the larger social issue that
tends to not only be uncomfortable and rarely discussed,
but certainly isn’t being solved
here.”
The cause of last week’s fire is
under investigation. It was the
third suspicious and “potentially ‘set’ fire” in two weeks
and the fifth fire in the last
month in that area, Schapelhouman said. He added that
the district has responded to
nearly 100 emergencies in the
Baylands encampments in the
last three years.
The other two fires on June 4
were in East Palo Alto.
Emergenc y
dispatchers
received a call at 2 p.m. reporting black smoke coming from
a building behind a house at
897 Bell St. Firefighters arrived
three minutes later and found a
structure fire in a 500-squarefoot studio building behind the
main house.
Two people escaped the studio, and firefighters kept the

REAL ESTATE Q&A

Dear Jon: Yes, there are racial
covenants in California as there
are across the country. They
existed when the property

was first sold by the original
grantor, who would have
drafted them, and they remain
in the property record, though
made unenforceable by laws
passed since 1948. If anyone
didn't know before that racial
inequality existed in this country,
they know it now. To remove
them you should get a majority
of homeowners who have the
same covenants vote to remove
them. Consult an attorney for
confirmation of this.

Courtesy Menlo Park Fire Protection District

Firefighters extinguished a 10-acre blaze at a homeless
encampment in the Menlo Park Baylands on May 22, as well as a
smaller fire in the same general area on June 4.

blaze from spreading to the
main residence. The fire was
brought under control at 2:23
p.m., and investigators determined it was caused by a
malfunctioning refrigerator,
Schapelhouman said. Estimated damages are $50,000.
At 3:39 p.m., a call came in
reporting a grass fire in a field
behind an apartment complex
at 1730 Bay Road. When firefighters arrived, they found
a 2-acre vegetation fire in an
area “almost completely surrounded by residential structures and apartment complexes,” Schapelhouman said.
The blaze spread into a bamboo stand and burned an eightvehicle carport behind the
apartment complex. It was
brought under control by 6:25
p.m. Investigators believe the
fire may have been caused by
fireworks set off by youth,
Schapelhouman said. A
Palo Alto Weekly staff writer
Sue Dremann contributed to
this report.
Email Julia Brown at
jbrown@almanacnews.com
O BIT UARIES

This week in obituaries,
read about the lives of local
residents. William Rosse
Heslop, 90, a scientist and
Atherton resident, died on
March 6. Frank Donofrio,
85, a Menlo Park resident,
died on May 28. Peter Wuntuh Lee, 78, a retired U.S.
Navy captain and Menlo
Park resident, died on May
31. To read their full obituaries, leave remembrances
or post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at almanacnews.
com/obituaries.

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
PLANNING COMMISSION
JUNE 17, 2020 6:00 PM
This meeting is compliant with the Governor’s Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 4, 2020,
allowing for deviation of teleconference rules required by the Brown Act. The purpose of this is
to provide the safest environment for staff and the public while allowing for public participation.
The meeting will be held by teleconferencing. The public may participate via Zoom meeting.

PLANNING COMMISSIONERS PARTICIPATING BY TELECONFERENCE: BILDNER,
DARE, ELFISHAWY, KUTAY, LONDON, VOELKE, AND WALL PUBLIC HEARING
Join Zoom Meeting:
Meeting ID: 849 8663 1309
One tap mobile
+16699006833, 84986631309# US
(San Jose)
+13462487799,,84986631309# US (Houston)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 849 8663 1309
Weblink:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84986631309

Remote Public Comments:
Meeting participants are encouraged to submit
public comments in writing in advance of
the meeting. The following email will be
monitored during the meeting and public
comments received will be read into the record.
Email: sharper@woodsidetown.org

1. Portola Road Bridge (Bridge Number 35C0055) Replacement CUSE2020-0001; CEQA2020 -0002
Portola Road (ROW)
Planner: Nancy Woltering, Associate Planner
Presentation and approval, conditional approval, or denial of a proposal to replace the Portola Road
Bridge (Bridge Number 35C0055) with an 81.5-foot long by 30-foot wide two-span prestressed,
precast concrete bridge. The project is located within a Town-designated stream corridor along
Alambique Creek, and therefore requires a Conditional Use Permit and evaluation under the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Prior to taking action on the project, the Planning
Commission will consider adoption of an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
THE APPLICATION MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW BY
CONTACTING NANCY WOLTERING, ASSOCIATE PLANNER;
NWOLTERING@WOODSIDETOWN.ORG
June 12, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ7
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Woodside’s proposed budget shows resiliency to pandemic
By Heather Zimmerman

T

he town of Woodside has
so far escaped the budget
shortfalls that many other
cities are facing due to the coronavirus pandemic, according to
Woodside Town Manager Kevin
Bryant as he presented the town’s
proposed 2020-21 budget at the
council’s June 9 meeting.
Bryant said that the town is

well-positioned to deal with the
crisis — with the assumption that
the financial downturn brought
on by COVID-19 lasts 12-18
months, he said — and the
proposed budget projects more
than $9.5 million in general fund
revenue. This takes into account
expected drops in three key areas:
permit fees, sales tax and property
transfer tax.
Sales tax revenues are projected

Courtesy Filoli

Art in the gardens
“Rich Soil” at Filoli: Woodside’s historic Filoli estate
is hosting “Rich Soil,” an exhibition by artist Kristine
Mays, featuring a series of graceful wire sculptures
displayed throughout Filoli’s gardens, through Nov. 9.
Mays’ life-sized sculptures, created from thousands
of pieces of intertwining wires, draw inspiration
from a work by legendary choreographer Alvin
Ailey and honor those who came before, and lives
both recognized and forgotten. All visitors to Filoli’s
gardens must purchase tickets in advance. Filoli is
located at 86 Cañada Road, Woodside. For more
information, call 650-364-8300 or visit filoli.org.

to drop by as much as 25% compared with last year, Bryant said,
but he pointed out that it’s also
the “most unpredictable,” in part
due to the reopening process
that has just begun.
He noted that the town has
a policy of maintaining 30%
reserves in the general fund and
is closing out the current fiscal year on June 30 with about
$7 million in the general fund.

That represents about threequarters of projected operating
revenues.
The town’s road rehabilitation
program will receive a boost
from about $242,000 in federal
funds for the maintenance of
roads within the federal road
system, which includes Mountain Home, Portola, Old La
Honda and Cañada roads.
The town will also shore up its
hazardous tree removal program
with about $660,000 from a Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) grant to help
communities mitigate wildfire
danger.
For police services, Woodside
contracts with the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office and has
two dedicated officers serving
the town. The town receives at
least $100,000 a year from the
state Citizens for Public Safety
(COPS) program to help pay for
policing. The 2020-21 budget
proposes that the town apply a
surplus in funds from the COPS
program to support the contract
with the Sheriff’s Office.
The council also discussed
heavier-than-usual use of local

trails by equestrians and others, and suggested adjustments
to the budget for trail maintenance. It will consider approving the budget at its next meeting on June 23.
Council members also voted
unanimously to extend for a
second time the emergency
proclamation due to the coronavirus pandemic. The emergency
proclamation, initially enacted
in March, paves the way for
Woodside to receive state and
federal assistance, should the
need arise. The extension is for
60 days.
Before the meeting adjourned,
Mayor Ned Fluet acknowledged
the global protests against police
brutality spurred by the killing
of George Floyd. He said that he
and Councilman Daniel Yost
will be talking to Sheriff’s Capt.
Christina Corpus this week. “I
thought one thing we could all
do is better understand what our
own sheriffs can and cannot do,
as it relates to the use of lethal
force,” Fluet said. A
Email Heather Zimmerman at
hzimmerman@paweekly.com

ALMANAC PRINT

comes to you on newsprint, in
a daily email newsletter like
Express or on our website,
quality and dependable local
journalism will not survive
without many more readers
subscribing at $5, $10 or more
per month.”
Information on becoming a
subscriber can be found at almanacnews.com/subscribe. A

continued from page 5

Almanac provides the community,” Johnson said.
“Our future, and the future
of all local news organizations,
will depend on the ongoing
subscription support of readers. Advertising can no longer
sustain us. Whether the news

NOTICE INVITING BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON, CA
The Town of Atherton will accept bids for construction of the
following public work:
2020 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT
Remove existing ADA ramp and install Caltrans standard
ADA ramp with truncated dome (concrete inset). Perform
PUZ[HSSH[PVUVM;`WL00TPJYVZ\YMHJPUNWLY;V^UZWLJPÄJH[PVUZ
VU [OL SPZ[LK Z[YLL[Z ^OPJO PUJS\KLZ UV[PÄJH[PVUZ [YHɉJ
control, prep work, oil and chip installation, compaction,
sweeping, and re-striping/pavement markings (as needed)
with a 1-year guarantee.
7SHUZ  :WLJPÄJH[PVUZ TH` IL VI[HPULK H[ http://www.
ci.atherton.ca.us/bids.aspx at no cost. The Contractor
shall be responsible for any addendums that may be posted
on the Town’s website.
:,(3,+)0+:^PSSILYLJLP]LKH[[OLVɉJLVM[OL*P[`*SLYR
150 Watkins Ave, Atherton, California 94027, until 1:30 p.m.
7HJPÄJ:[HUKHYK;PTLVUTuesday, June 30, 2020, at which
time bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted
in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of (Contractor) for
2020 SLURRY SEAL PROJECT”, along with date and time
of bid opening.
8QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJune 12, 2020

ATHERTON

102 BRITTON AVENUE, ATHERTON

ATHERTON

Offered at $11,800,000

Premier Menlo Circus Club location | ~1.2 net acres
JOMÛàJBsVŚ/d_BoO_OKsoWKWs|Ś+dd_ÛoOlWsÛdtsMddo^WsKVOb
oOObVdtpOŚ9O__TdoWooWUsWdbŚ{KO__Obs Ob_d+Bo^/KVdd_p

ATHERTON

85 BELBROOK WAY, ATHERTON

78 LOGAN LANE, ATHERTON

Offered at $19,999,999

BpsOoTt__|oOpsdoOM_BbMaBo^OpsBsOŚļàUBsOMBKoOp
8 bed, 9 full baths & 2 half baths | 2,000 bottle wine cellar
.OKObs_|oOadMO_OMKVOTĆp^WsKVObŚ#TKOŚ2VOBsoO

ATHERTON

Offered at $12,500,000

Rare Western Hill Views | Just over 1 acre
JOMÛàJBsVŚWJoBo|Ś2OaløKdbsod__OMzWbOKO__Bo
Las Lomitas schools

96 HEATHER DRIVE, ATHERTON

Offered at $12,498,000

Desirable Lindenwood neighborhood | Corner lot of almost 1 acre
JOMÛTt__JBsVpœVB_TJBsVpŚ.OK.ddaÛøpOBssVOBsoO
9WbO O__BoÛsbOppKObsOoŚ/B_szBsOoldd_Ś Ob_d+Bo^/KVdd_

MARY GULLIXSON
650.888.0860
mary@gullixson.com
DRE# 00373961

BRENT GULLIXSON
650.888.4898
brent@gullixson.com
DRE# 01329216

RANKED #25 TEAM NATIONALLY, PER THE WALL STREET JOURNAL,
2019 REPORT OF THE TOP RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
(Published in June 2019).

GULLIXSON.com
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by
the State of California and abides by Equal
Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is
intended for informational purposes only
and is compiled from sources deemed
reliable but has not been veriﬁed. Changes
in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may
be made without notice. No statement is
made as to accuracy of any description.
All measurements and square footages are
approximate.
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continued from page 5

of early childhood teachers in the
area, he said.
Other council members, such
as Mayor Cecilia Taylor, weren’t
ready to commit to the idea or the
preliminary step of sending a letter without doing some research
first.
Staff had estimated that running the child care centers for
the 2020-2021 fiscal year would
require about a $1.2 million subsidy at the Belle Haven Child Development Center and $454,300 at
the Menlo Children’s Center, if
the city were to raise the tuition by
about $1,100 per month. The city’s
subsidy will ultimately be larger
than that $454,300 figure because
the tuition increase will be $500,
rather than $1,100 per month.
Families that send their children to the Menlo Children’s
Center are encouraged to contact
the city if they feel a $500 increase
would price them out of the program, said Councilwoman Catherine Carlton.
As they near the end of their
budget-planning process, council
members also raised budget items
they want to be preserved that
have been on the chopping block,
including continuing to operate
the Onetta Harris Community
Center and retaining the city’s
membership in the Peninsula

Library System network. One
challenge with any community
center or library is it’s not clear
when they will be allowed to
reopen because of COVID-19
restrictions. If the Arrillaga Family Recreation Center is allowed
to reopen, then the Onetta Harris Community Center should
be allowed to reopen as well as
a matter of equity, several community members said in public
comment.
“The Onetta Harris Community Center is a monument here,”
said Belle Haven resident Marcelline Combs. “It is still a safe place
that children that live in the community can go to and be able to
walk home and feel safe.”
She expressed discomfort with
children being bused after nightfall to and from the city’s other
community center across town,
the Arrillaga Family Recreation
Center, as the city plans to do when
the community center is closed for
construction. The Onetta Harris
center is slated for demolition next
March as the city moves forward
with rebuilding a new community
center and library there with support from Facebook.
Council members asked staff to
bring back a list of the remaining
items and said it would be OK
to dip into the city’s reserves —
somewhere around the low six
figures.
“When you cut everything like

crazy it can leave sharp edges and
corners,” Mueller said. “I want to
give a little bit of a cushion ... to
smooth the edges so things can
work.”
Calls to defund police

The council also received a
number of public comments asking members to reduce funding
for police services and invest
those funds in other departments
like community services and
community development.
“I want to see the city increase
efforts to be inclusive for communities of color and marginalized
communities,” said commenter
Kevin Gallagher. He saw the
county’s curfew last week as a sign
that “the county values property
over people.”
Commenter Rose Scott urged
the council to “rethink our view of
public safety” and focus on investing in mental health support,
affordable housing, substance
abuse programs and community
well-being.
Taylor and Councilwoman
Betsy Nash expressed interest in
enacting additional cuts to the
police department, beyond what
has already been proposed in the
upcoming budget. Taylor said
she’d like to see the police budget
reduced by 20%. Nash said she
was planning to bring forward a
resolution in support of the Black

Lives Matter movement to an
upcoming council meeting.
Pool can reopen

The Menlo Park council also
approved the new terms of its
contract with third-party pool
operator Tim Sheeper to reopen
the city’s pools in a phased
approach at Burgess Park and
Belle Haven.
Visitors will not be permitted to
gather with non-family members,
will have to wear face coverings
when not in the pool and maintain a 6-foot distance from other
people inside and out of the pool.
People also may not occupy
locker rooms and restrooms,
and equipment would be wiped
down after each use. Employees
will fill out a digital daily health
check form, and patrons will have
their temperatures checked before
entering the facility.
The first phase will allow
lap swimming and summer
camps. The second phase will
allow more programming within
the facilities, including Masters
swimming, swim lessons and
family open swim time. Phase
three would add in the pools’
Aqua-Fit program, reopen some
locker rooms and restrooms,
showers, a front office and youth
sports. Phase four would be a
return to normal operations with
a full program, plus enhanced

cleaning and disinfecting.
As of press day Wednesday,
it was not yet clear when pools
would reopen. The updated contract allows Sheeper to open the
pools immediately, and the pools
could reopen as soon as Thursday,
Friday or Saturday, said Clay Curtin, Menlo Park’s public engagement manager.
New commissioners
appointed

The following people have
been appointed to Menlo Park
commissions:
Q Housing Commission: John
Pimentel
Q Complete Streets Commission:
Petrice Espinosa and Katie
Behroozi
Q Environmental Quality Commission: Janelle London and
James Payne
Q Finance and Audit Committee:
Theo Keet and Roger Royse
Q Library Commission: Katie
Hadrovic, Sukanya Guha, Mayrin Bunyagidj and Yen Tran
Q Parks & Recreation Commission: Jennifer Baskin and Jennifer Johnson
Q Planning Commission: Andrew
Barnes and Henry Riggs
Q Sister City Committee: Anna
Tavora Enerio A
Email Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
NOTICE OF AN ADOPTED TEMPORARY
ORDINANCE TO AID IN STREAMLINING THE
PLANNING REVIEW PROCESS FOR EXISTING
BUSINESSES DIRECTLY IMPLACTED
BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
On May 27, 2020, the Town of Portola adopted Ordinance
Number 2020-436 URGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY Streamlined Planning review
process DURING THE LOCAL EMERGENCY for existing
businesses directly IMPACTED BY THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
The Town Council made findings related to the COVID-19
pandemic, the governmental actions by the County of San
Mateo, the declaration of a local state of emergency by the
Town of Portola Valley, and the potential detrimental financial
impacts on businesses located in the Town that provide vital
commercial services to residents. In light of those findings, the
Town Council amended Title 18- Zoning of the Municipal Code
on a temporary basis.
Key components of the amendment include the following:
the temporary amendment shall sunset on the same day
as the local state of emergency ends; applications for
temporary Conditional Use Permits, Conditional Use Permit
Amendments, and Architectural and Site Plan Review for
existing businesses that have been directly impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic shall be reviewed by the Ad-Hoc Planning
Review Committee rather than the Planning Commission and/
or Architectural and Site Control Commission (ASCC); the AdHoc Planning Review Committee shall be authorized to grant
only temporary approvals requested by applicants to mitigate
the impacts of COVID-19; decisions of the Ad-Hoc Planning
Review Committee may be appealed to Town Council within
five (5) calendar days of the decision.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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To request a copy of the full ordinance, please contact the
Town Clerk at shanlon@portolavalley.net. For questions on the
process, contact Laura Russell, Planning & Building Director at
lrussell@portolavalley.net.

For Sale: 3 Fabulous Woodside Houses

655 Glencrag Way | 1 acre | 3 bedrooms, 2 baths | $3,695,000 | www.655Glencrag.com

210 Lindenbrook Road
3.3 acres | 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths
1-bedroom, 1-bath guest house
$2,975,000 | www.219LindenbrookRoad.com

327 Hillside Drive
.39 acre in Woodside Glens
Approved plans for 4-bedroom, 4-bath home
$1,350,000 | www.327HillsideDrive.com

For more information and to arrange a private showing, please contact

HELEN & BRAD MILLER
Among Top Teams in SF Bay Area
(per The Wall Street Journal rankings)

www.HelenAndBradHomes.com

650.400.3426 | 650.400.1317
helen.miller@compass.com
brad.miller@compass.com
License # 01142061 | License # 00917768

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License
!taJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà
No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

June 12, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ11

Thanks

Menlo Park-Atherton Education Foundation

Our generous business & realtor sponsors who support our schools!
Diamond Level ($25,000 and above)

Nelson Roberts Investment Advisors

Gold Level ($6,000 and above)

Platinum Level ($12,000 and above)

Coldwell Banker Global Luxury

Mary & Brent Gullixson
Compass

Tom LeMieux
Compass

Lyell Wealth Management

Cameron L.
Aboudara DDS

Alkalign

Dulcy Freeman
@he]^g@Zm^Lhma^[rl

Darcy Gamble
Compass

Nancy Goldcamp
Coldwell Banker

Jill Hessler

Left Bank Brasserie

L&P Aesthetics

Keri Nicholas
Parc Agency

Personify

Bronze Level ($2,000 and above)
Elyse Barca | Compass

Judy Citron | Compass

Sue Crawford | Coldwell Banker

Gold Arrow Camp

Veronica Kogler | Coldwell Banker

Mid Peninsula Orthodontics

Peninsula Pet Hospital
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www.mpaef.org

Silver Level ($4,000 and above)

raising the
bar to zero
Q: How will Stanford Health Care strive for zero COVID-19 transmissions at our locations
across the Bay Area?
A: By continuing the highest standards of safety.
• Stanford Health Care employees are
tested for COVID-19 using methods
developed by Stanford Medicine. 12,000+
staff members have been tested to date.

• If accommodation is needed prior to or
after testing or care, nearby hotels offer
pre-negotiated rates. Hotel employees
are tested by Stanford Health Care.

• Everyone entering Stanford Health Care
facilities is given a mask and screened
for symptoms of COVID-19. Those with
symptoms are directed to a separate
waiting area.

• Medical teams have sufficient gowns,
gloves, and masks to keep you and
them safe. Hand sanitizer is available
throughout the facilities.

• Appointment check-in/check-out is available
through the MyHealth app, reducing patient
queues and use of shared devices.
• Patients in waiting areas and clinics
are separated by at least 6 feet.
• Each patient is tested prior to planned
procedures and surgeries.

• Enhanced cleaning measures are in place,
utilizing chemicals and UV light.
• Specialized filtration systems eliminate
recirculation of airborne contaminants.
• Secure and simple video visits are being
utilized for routine care, limiting the
number of patients passing through.

It requires continuous innovation and adaptation to create a safe healthcare environment
in a world with a pandemic. We are prepared to care for your health through this one.
stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare

Even one person at risk is too much for Stanford Medicine.
—Sam Wald, MD | Vice President and Associate Chief Medical Officer, Stanford Health Care

June 12, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ13
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Peter Wuntuh Lee

CORONAVIRUS

June 30, 1942 – May 31, 2020

continued from page 6

If you ever met Peter Lee, you
would know. You’d remember
his smile, his humor, his unique
charm, his blunt honesty. You
always knew where you stood with
Peter. And you could always count
on him for a laugh. Despite his
small stature (which he claimed to
be 5’7” but was more like 5’4”), he
had a huge presence.
Peter was born in Watford
Herts, England, on June 30,
1942, to Tuh Yueh Lee and Zoen
Nyok Shen, both from Shanghai,
China. He grew up in Larchmont, New York; attended Phillips
Academy Andover and Princeton University; and completed his
A.B. at Stanford University. He earned his M.S. from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, where he met Mea Lee (yes, same surname)
and swept her off her feet. After only knowing each other for two
months, the two eloped in Miami, Oklahoma. As Peter would
say, this December 23rd would have been “55 years of bliss.”
Peter was proud to have served in the United States Navy. He
served in two wars, Vietnam and Desert Storm, and in the Navy
Reserve for 30 years from which he retired as Captain 0-6. He was
an active volunteer at the VA Palo Alto — and an avid shopper at
the Navy Exchange! Peter built a career in executive compensation,
starting at Bell Systems (now AT&T) where he worked for more
than 25 years. He tried to retire three times and finally did so after
holding executive positions at the University of California in the
Office of the President and Catholic Healthcare West.
Peter’s most proud and beloved accomplishment was his
family. First and foremost, his wife and soulmate, Mea. And his
two daughters, Christina Vo and Maya Watts. Peter and Mea
moved to Menlo Park in 1982 to raise their girls and have resided
there ever since. His love — and fierce protection of his family —
only continued to grow with his grandchildren, Eleanor Vo (15),
Jordan Vo (13), Mea Watts (8) and Meilani Watts (6); and his two
sons-in-law, Tan Vo and Keith Watts. His favorite adventures
included skiing in Tahoe (where he taught both Christina and
Maya), family trips to Hawaii, and regular golf outings with his
buddies. Peter was with all of his grandchildren and family for
the last time in his home on Meilani’s 6th birthday, May 24, 2020.
While Peter’s exact cause of death is still uncertain, he
contracted sudden acute lung complications that his care team
believes was triggered by one of his heart medications. Up
until then, Peter had been successfully battling heart disease,
including coronary artery disease, atrial fibrillation, and most
recently cardiomyopathy, specifically amyloidosis. But after 4+
weeks at Stanford Hospital, fighting the lung complications, he
died on the morning of May 31, 2020. During that stay (which
was particularly excruciating given the COVID-19 no-visitor
policy), Peter never once let go of his positivity and his fierce
fight to live and be with his family.
While he now joins his sister, Ruth Lee who died in August
2018, Peter is survived by his sisters, Felicia Istel and Vivienne
Tooman, in addition to his family members named above.
Peter left a gaping hole that will never be filled. All who knew
him — whether for 70+ years or for 5 minutes — will never forget
him. His love, his opinions, his priorities were unambiguous.
He will be forever remembered for his smile, his jokes, his many
sayings, his many many neuroses, and his sheer will.

county Health Officer Dr. Scott
Morrow on June 4.
The new shelter-at-home order
took effect Monday, June 1,
and allows places of worship to
hold services and retail stores
to have customers inside with
restrictions and safety measures
implemented.
The latest order states that restaurants and other food facilities
that were previously licensed to
provide sit-down food service
can serve outdoor, sit-down
meals.

Donations in Peter’s honor can be made to:
1. Stanford Medicine - Marfan Center
Make check out to “Stanford University” with “Marfan
Center” and “In honor of Peter Wuntuh Lee” in the comment
field and mail to:
Stanford Marfan Center,
300 Pasteur Drive, H2157,
Stanford, CA 94304
OR
2. Veterans Affairs - Palo Alto / Menlo Park, CA
Make check out to “VA Palo Alto” with a note “In honor of
Peter Wuntuh Lee”, and mail to:
Veterans Affairs,
ATTN: Voluntary Service,
3801 Miranda Avenue,
Palo Alto, CA 94304
PA I D
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In addition to cleaning and
sanitary measures, tables must
be arranged to ensure customers
are not sitting within 6 feet of
one another at separate tables.
There can’t be more than six
customers at a single table, and
they must be from the same
household, according to the
county. Lounge areas, like fire
pits, can be occupied by multiple
households if 6-foot distancing is
maintained.
Alcohol can be sold with
food, but not independently,
and bar areas must remain
closed to customers. Patrons
must wear a mask except when

Marketplace
The Almanac offers advertising for
Home Services, Business Services and
Employment.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.

James O. Starr
December 28, 1934 – May 7, 2020
Our beloved patriarch, James Oliver
Starr, born December 28, 1934, passed
on May 7, 2020 after a brief struggle
with pancreatic carcinoma.
Jim was raised in Yosemite Valley
and attended the Valley’s one-room
school through the eighth grade –
he moved to Fresno, California to
complete his high school education.
After graduating from UC Berkeley in
3 years, Jim trained in dentistry at the University of California,
San Francisco. He met the love of his life, Pamela Starr, during
summer break in Yosemite. They were married at the Yosemite
Chapel in 1956 and remained inseparable.
Besides his family, Jim’s other loves included skiing until he
was 84 (he said his body “tingled” when skiing), cycling, sailing,
travel, photography, and woodturning. His turned blocks of
wood will adorn many homes and offices for centuries to come.
Jim Starr’s dental career spanned 42 years, beginning in Hawaii
when he was an Air Force Captain. In 1962, he moved to Palo
Alto, where his career in private practice flourished. While he
enjoyed working in the dental profession, he lived for his patients.
Caring for generations of families was the lifeblood of Jim’s work,
and his love of it was passed to his son Jeff and grandson Ryan
(the fourth generation of dentists in the family) – both followed
Jim into the family practice. Only one patient has experienced
the dental skills of all four generations, our matriach, Pam Starr.
Jim is survived by his wife of 64 years, Pam, his sons Jeff and wife
Linda, Jon and wife Kelly, daughter Lisa, four grandchildren Ryan,
Ashley, Serena, & Victoria, and one great granddaughter, Amelia.
Jim Starr’s love of the high sierra and national parks in general
can be recognized with a gift to the National Park Service (www.
npca.org/give/memorial-tribute-giving).
A family memorial service is planned in Wawona, Yosemite,
where it all began.
PAID
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sitting at a table.
Restaurants that offer outdoor
dining must also offer curbside
pickup, takeaway and/or delivery
alternatives and keep lines for
pickup away from the outdoor
dining area.
The new order also allows
charter boats to operate with
passengers with capacity limits
to ensure social distancing, and
permits indoor funerals with up
to 10 people present. Outdoor
funerals are limited to 25 or
fewer.
The announcement came after
Santa Clara County announced
it would allow outdoor dining
and in-store retail starting Friday, June 5.
State prosecutor: Beware
of phony contact tracers

California Attorney General Xavier Becerra on Monday warned residents to be
on guard against scammers
pretending to be coronavirus
contact tracers in order to trick
people into providing personal
information.
By convincing victims they’ve
come in contact with someone
who has tested positive for
COVID-19, the scammers are
able to get information like
social security numbers, health
insurance information, and
financial information, according to Becerra.
The scammers find victims
via phone calls, email and text
messages.
“Legitimate contact tracers
will never ask for personal
information such as your Social
Security number or financial
information. It sickens the soul
that there are people out there
who make it their business to
scam you as most of us seek to
band together to respond to the
coronavirus pandemic,” Becerra
said in a statement.
“I ask all Californians to be
alert and protect your personal information. And if you
see something, say something.
We are working to track these
imposters,” he said.
Becerra encourages anyone
who believes they’ve been a
victim or who may have come
across a scammer to file a complaint at is.gd/reportscam.
More COVID-19 coverage

View interactive charts tracking the spread of the coronavirus
in San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties online at paloaltoonline.atavist.com/tracking-thecoronavirus. Find a comprehensive collection of coverage on the
Midpeninsula’s response to the
new coronavirus by The Almanac and its sister publications,
Palo Alto Online, and the
Mountain View Voice, at
tinyurl.com/c19-Almanac. A
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W. Rosse Heslop

THE PET PLACE

February 16, 1930 – March 6, 2020

continued from page 1

because the Pet Place is a labor
of love,” he said. “For one thing,
we didn’t go into it thinking
‘Gee, we can make some money
doing this.’ ... We’ve loved
animals since birth and have
always been involved.”
The business has taken a toll
both physical and emotional,
the Macys wrote in their letter
to the community.
“The business has been physically demanding and also very
emotional because of the level
of personal involvement with
our beloved customers and
animals. It is not a business
where you just lock the door at
closing and go home. There is
a profound bond with the community,” they wrote.
“Once we recover and the
sadness starts to wear away,
we’ll be fine,” Marc Macy said.
“We have so many things in

Portola Valley launches
COVID-19 Story Project

The Portola Valley Historic Resources Committee
is seeking submissions from
residents for its COVID-19
Story Project.
The committee will accept
written stories, drawings,
photos and videos that illustrate what life has been like
during the coronavirus pandemic and shelter-at-home
order. Submissions can be
sent to portolavalleyhrc@
gmail.com.
“Since March 16th we have
all adapted our lives to working, going to school, and recreating at home,” town officials said in a June 5 email.
“During this time everything we do has changed.
For the rest of our lives, we
will remember this time
for the good and the hard
times. They will be a part
of our family and community stories. It is important
to remember these stories.”
A list of story and photo
prompts is available on the
town’s website, portolavalley.
net.
—Julia Brown

LEHUA GREENMAN
“Be Bold,
Be courageous,
Be your best.”
Congratulations
2020 Graduates!

650.245.1845

Magali Gauthier

Lynn and Marc Macy announced that, after 28 years in business,
they will be closing down their Menlo Park store, The Pet Place, at the
end of the month.

life we love that we really have
hardly any time to do.”
The couple met playing tennis and hope to get back out on
the tennis courts together after
the shop is closed. They also

enjoy hiking, mountain biking
and spending time at home
with their three cats and their
garden. A
Email Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com

Public Notices
The Almanac is adjudicated
to publish in San Mateo County.
Public Hearing Notices • Resolutions • Bid Notices
Notices of Petition to Administer Estate
Lien Sale • Trustee’s Sale
Deadline is 5 p.m. the previous Thursday.
Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578
or email asantillan@paweekly.com
for assistance with your legal advertising needs.

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS GIVEN pursuant to Sections 5473, et. seq. of the
California Health and Safety Code that the District Board of
West Bay Sanitary District has, by general regulation, elected
to collect its charges for sewer services for FY 2020-2021
on the tax roll in the same manner as general taxes and will
JH\ZL[VILÄSLK^P[OP[Z:LJYL[HY`H^YP[[LUYLWVY[JVU[HPUPUN
a description of each parcel of real property receiving sanitary
sewer service from the District and the amount of the charge
for each parcel.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that on Wednesday evening,
July 8, 2020 at the hour of 7:00 p.m. at the meeting room
SVJH[LKH[[OL+PZ[YPJ[»ZVɉJLZSVJH[LKH[3H\YLS:[YLL[
Menlo Park, CA the District Board will conduct a Public Hearing
to hear and consider all protests and objections, if any, to the
report.
Anyone wishing to address the District Board concerning these
matters may do so in writing at or before the date of the Public
Hearing or may be heard at the time of the Board’s meeting.
Dated: May 27, 2020
/s/ Phil Scott
Phil Scott
District Manager

Dr. William Rosse Heslop,
scientist, executive, husband,
father, grandpa and friend, died
peacefully at his home in Atherton, California on March 6,
2020, having recently celebrated
his 90th birthday with family
and friends.
His life was marked by great
accomplishments academically,
professionally, and personally,
with a close-knit family, and life-long friendships that spanned
the globe. He was the quintessential Englishman, living the
American Dream.
“Rosse” was born on February 16, 1930 in Darlington, England, to William and Beatrice (nee Neate), and sister, Joyce. He
excelled academically and athletically, reading Chemistry at
Queen’s College, Oxford University where he was awarded 1st
degrees - BA, BSc, MA and DPhil - in Physical Chemistry, earned
a Half Blue in Athletics (track), and was a leader in the Scouting
community.
At Oxford he met his beloved wife, Esther (nee Thomson).
They were married at Mansfield College, Oxford in 1955, and
remained happily married for 65 years.
His life’s journey took him from Nottingham to Oxford, and
on to ICI Explosives in Scotland, a postdoctoral fellowship at
Northwestern University near Chicago, and consulting at Arthur
D. Little in Boston – all leveraging his polymer chemistry and
combustion expertise.
In 1960, he joined Raychem, a start-up materials science firm
in Menlo Park, California and then settled the family in Atherton, their home for 57 years.
Rosse’s career with Raychem involved revolutionary advancements in engineering. In 1967, Rosse was recruited to determine
the cause of the fatal flash-fire aboard the Apollo I spacecraft at
Cape Kennedy, solidifying his global expertise in commercial
aviation forensic analysis.
The holder of numerous U.S.and foreign patents, Rosse excelled
in both R&D and Sales, and helped Raychem grow over the next
30+ years. Rosse thrived in the fast-paced entrepreneurial and
collegial environment, where he was known for his intellect,
creativity, and ever-present sense of humor. The Raychem clan
became family. He retired in 1990, but continued to consult with
Raychem well into his seventies.
Rosse and Esther’s home in California was a magnet for guests.
Family, friends, friends of friends, total strangers…all were
welcome. He ensured that his family remained connected to
their European roots with many summers spent with family and
friends overseas.
Rosse reveled in the joy of home projects in his workshop,
fixing anything, and teaching his children and grandchildren
the joys of lifelong-learning and the outdoors. He and his family
traveled throughout the US, treasured weekend adventures and
road trips, which might end up at the beach, in the mountains, or
at the dump. Only Rosse could make the dump an adventure!
Left to remember the happy times they shared is his dearly
beloved wife of 65 years, Esther; their children and spouses, Jacqueline Heslop McCook (Peter), Dorothy Pacini (Ken), Elizabeth
Sheehy (Tom), and John Heslop (Stacy); grandchildren, Anson
(Zoë), JT (Erin) and Peetie McCook, Bryan Pacini, Emma, TR
and Jackson Sheehy; and many treasured extended family members and friends worldwide.
A Celebration of Life will be scheduled at a time when there is
more certainty in the world around us.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that you send memories,
stories and photos of adventures with Rosse to rosse.memories@
gmail.com.
PA I D
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Magali Gauthier

Kylie Wong, a Menlo-Atherton High School graduate, says she’s
gotten perspective on missing things like prom and graduation when
there are much bigger problems in the world.

Magali Gauthier

A Menlo-Atherton High School grad and her family celebrate in their car during the school’s
graduation parade through its campus on June 3.

GRADUATION
continued from page 1

included a car parade and
livestreamed awards night. For
both livestreamed events, the
school set up a stage in its performing arts center and shared
the video through the online
platform StageClip.
Menlo-Atherton High School
Principal Simone Rick-Kennel
said that the car parade was a
highlight for their students. “It
actually felt like the kids were
even more excited — probably
because of being sheltered in
place,” she said.
As Menlo-Atherton seniors
drove through the parade,
they could tune into the high
school’s radio station, 89.1

KCEA, where student-chosen
music and shoutouts from
teachers played.
M-A senior Kylie Wong said
that even without a traditional
graduation ceremony, she has
found other ways to find a sense
of closure as high school ends.
One memory that stands out for
her was baking banana bread
for her teachers shortly before
the school closed in mid-March.
“Obviously, it’s nothing close to
giving your friends and peers
hugs and seeing them one last
time,” she said. “But it’s as close
as we can get.”
Wong, who will attend the
University of Oregon in the fall,
said that the shelter-in-place
has also caused her to miss out
on other end-of-high-school

traditions, such as prom —
she served on the prom committee. But she said that she
felt her disappointments seem
small compared to problems
going on in the world, such as
COVID-19.
“It’s disappointing, but at the
same time there’s so much going
on in the world right now, that I
disregard all the mini things
that I’ve felt didn’t work out,” she
said. “Right now, things are
being put into perspective. After
this pandemic ends, there are so
many things that need to be
fixed. My graduating class, I do
have faith that we can influence
positive change.” A
Email Tyler Callister at
tcallister@almanacnews.com

Magali Gauthier

Christopher Badger, a Woodside High School graduate, said the
socially distant graduation festivities were “slightly underwhelming”
but sweet.

Magali Gauthier

A graduating senior waves at an M-A teacher during the car
parade.

Magali Gauthier
Magali Gauthier

Sticking out of the sunroof, a Woodside grad in cap and gown adjusts the tassel.
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Principal Diane Burbank offers a socially distant hand-shake to a
graduate driving by during Woodside’s car parade.

N E W S
PROTEST
continued from page 5

Atherton and Menlo Park are among the
wealthiest communities in the country,
one speaker said. “If you’re not donating
yet, what are you doing with your money?”
Kylie Cheung, a recent college graduate, said she grew up in Fremont and was
uncomfortable with anti-black sentiment
she had witnessed among some upper middle-class, non-white people in the Asian
American community. “It’s not enough
to be non-racist,” she said. “We have to be
anti-racist.” She urged the community to
divest police funding and invest funds in
health care and housing.
The protest was organized by 16-year-old
Menlo-Atherton High School student Daniel Roman, who said he was feeling frustrated at seeing the news of Floyd’s death.
Organizing the protest was a first for him,
and he was nervous, he said in an interview.
He created an online invitation May 29
to see if people would be interested in holding a small protest.
However, word of the event quickly
exploded after the invitation spread on
social media. He said that he had initially
expected only 40 or 50 people to attend, but
RSVPs ballooned to 430.
There to help lead the protest were more
experienced activists Henry Shane, a
junior at Kehillah Jewish High School in
Palo Alto, and Erin Jinishian, a senior at
Menlo-Atherton High School.
Shane and Jinishian met while working at True Food Kitchen in Palo Alto
and began attending climate strike rallies
together. They said they found the activism
empowering and offered their experience
to Roman when they learned he was planning the Menlo Park protest.

Photo by Magali Gauthier.

Menlo Park Mayor Cecilia Taylor addresses the crowd through a megaphone that
Henry Shane, a junior at Kehillah Jewish High School, holds during a Black Lives Matter
protest at El Camino Park in Palo Alto on June 1.

They said they’d been worried the event
could get unruly. “That’s the risk you take,”
said Jinishian.”That’s part of protesting.”
Shane said that the event organizers
discussed how to organize the protest,
noting that the audience is primarily
white or non-black, and may not have had
experiences that enable full understanding of black experiences. Jinishian’s poster
summarized her perspective: “I will use
my voice to amplify yours.”
Many protesters carried posters bearing statements like “Black Lives Matter,”
“Silence is Betrayal,” “Showing Up 4 Racial
Justice,” and “Defund the Police.”
One mother, Cathleen Hartge, attended
with her 3-year-old son. She explained to
him that they were there because “people
need to stop making sad choices and being
mean to people who don’t look like them.”
Menlo Park resident Samira Sankaran,
while marching toward Palo Alto along the

Alma Street bike path with family member
Mallika, said they initially attended to participate in the silent protest and see what
was going on, but then joined in the march
because they felt it was important.
Menlo Park City Council members
Betsy Nash and Ray Mueller were also
in attendance. “It’s wonderful to see so
many people,” Nash said, and added that
the protest was making her think about
promoting equity in the city’s development
plans, including efforts to get a pharmacy
and grocery store in District 1, which has
a greater proportion of black and Latinx
residents than other areas of Menlo Park.
As the protesters filed out of El Camino
Park to begin their walk back to Burgess Park, Taylor said she hoped the
event would provide an opportunity for

community change. She wanted to reassure youth that everything isn’t corrupt;
that their health and wellness matters.
The event marked what appears to be
the first large gathering in the community
since the COVID-19 shutdowns started.
While initial efforts to keep people 6 feet
apart were followed, people gathered into
closer proximity as the marching began.
The Santa Clara County Public Health
Department sent out an advisory June 1
that it “recognizes that peaceful protest in
response to the pain, anger and mourning
due to deeply rooted inequities and systemic racism is a fundamental right that is
critical to the health of our democracy. As
residents of the county exercise this right,
we respectfully remind everyone that our
community is still facing a health crisis as
COVID-19 is still present.”
The department urges people who have
been in close contact with others in large
gatherings to get free COVID-19 testing
within three to five days of exposure.
Later in the week, the city hosted a teletown hall with Taylor and Bertini, available at menlopark.org/townhallJune4.
A number of other protests have been
held in East Palo Alto, Palo Alto, Redwood City, Mountain View and Los Altos,
many of which were organized by students. On Friday, June 12, a protest is set
for 5 p.m. at Jack Farrell Park, 2509 Fordham St. in East Palo Alto. Participants are
encouraged to wear masks, practice social
distancing and bring drums or musical
instruments. A
Email Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com

Menlo Park briefs
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

Cafe Borrone temporarily closes

After raising more than $100,000
through a GoFundMe online fundraising campaign and reopening for
takeout, Menlo Park’s Cafe Borrone
has closed down temporarily after an
employee tested positive for COVID-19.
It’s not yet clear when the business,
located at 1010 El Camino Real, will
reopen.
“Cafe Borrone cares for the health of
our staff and guests, while also actively
participating in breaking any chain of
transmission and flattening the curve.
We do not know our re-opening date,”
the Cafe Borrone website states.
Menlo Park Library reopens for
pickups

The Menlo Park Library reopened
June 2 for people to pick up materials
they have put on hold. The San Mateo
County Library system also started
offering curbside pickup on June 6.
As of June 5, the new system seemed
to be working well, said Rani Singh,
access services manager at the Menlo
Park Library.
Visitors must use their library card
via the library’s website to put a book

on hold, and then are alerted by email
when it is ready. At that point, they
must make an appointment online to
pick up their materials. At the scheduled time, visitors approach the front
of the library at 800 Alma St., where
a canopied desk has been set up.
The librarian there checks the visitor
in and alerts another librarian inside
the library, via walkie-talkie, so they
know which item to deliver through
a protected glass window at the front
doors of the library.
It’s a different process from the
browse-and-self-checkout system, but
Singh said that the library’s first priority was to make sure staff and patrons
felt safe, and to give folks enough space
to ensure social distancing.
Kepler’s reopens for pickups

Kepler’s Books has reopened for pickups at its plaza at 1010 El Camino Real.
Customers order their materials online
and then can come pick up the item by
scheduled appointment. The bookstore
is open for pickups from noon to 4 p.m.
Tuesdays through Fridays and 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturdays.
In response to recent events, the store
has curated reading recommendations
to help combat racism and support
black authors at keplers.com.
June 12, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ17
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Please check directly with camps for updates and remote offerings.
For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Early Learning
Institute

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses
this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation
Skills.

headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12
offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by
dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment
programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

harker.org/summer

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

ATHLETICS
Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto Casti Camp offers
girls entering grades 2-6 a range of age-appropriate activities
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking,
drama and music classes each day along with weekly field trips.
Leadership program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,

castilleja.org/summercamp

in Monterey Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

(650) 470-7833

Community School of Music

Mountain View

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and
more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment.
Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

arts4all.org

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve
player technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all
around game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps

KimGrantTennis.com

Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps

Stanford University

Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June &
Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s

Palo Alto

Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun

Let’s Go Crafting

and get better this summer!

of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants about

Let’s Go Crafting’s Studio is where your child will have fun while
learning many different fiber related arts. We teach sewing,
knitting, crochet, weaving and jewelry making to children ages
8 to 15 years. AM or PM camps $275/week. Full day camps $550/
week. 5 student minimum for all sessions; 10 student maximum.

STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to their

letsgocrafting.org

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on activities

(650) 470-7833

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series
on Biomedical Research

Stanford

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE
offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from
Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Bay Area

around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We
work to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills.

highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2020 features

paloaltojcc.org/Camps

Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(650) 223-8622

Palo Alto

students collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing

paccc.org

explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer@Stratford

Palo Alto/Bay Area

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching
summer camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and

academic principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. At
the Middle School level, individual subject-based enrichment

(650) 493-2361

ATHLETICS

stratfordschools.com/summer
pa@stratfordschools.com

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps. A Summer Session for ages 3 to
adults will be offered from June 8 – July 31.

Palo Alto

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our children
to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is appropriate for
ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

(650) 269-0423
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day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to

of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice
activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-schoolholiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Spartans Sports Camp

Mountain View

Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports, performing
arts, and academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades
1-9. Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site
swimming is offered for all camps. Camps begin June 8th and run
is run by MVHS coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds

Dance Connection Palo Alto

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every

weekly through July 31st at Mountain View High School. The camp

classes are offered and tailored for each grade level.

(650) 493-1141

four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight

and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights

engage in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age

explore.stanford.edu

artandsoulpa.com

Run for Fun Camps

Palo Alto

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), Camp
YOUnique, F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), J.V.
Sports, Operation: Chef and Chef Jr.! Periodic field trips, special
visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits
round out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps.
Open to campers from all communities. Register online.

Art and Soul Camp

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered

schoolwork and school choices in future years.

castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 814-4183

ussportscamps.com

Palo Alto

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connectionevent-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032

benefit the MVHS Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care
are available for your convenience. Flexible cancellation policies.

spartanssportscamp.com

(650) 479-5906

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right for
your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial assistance
is available.

ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473

Viewpoint
IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

It’s time to listen
Teen organizer of local George Floyd protest on what led him to act
By Daniel Paul Roman

O

n May 25, George Floyd
was murdered by a
police officer. This officer pinned George Floyd to the
ground with his knee against
Floyd’s neck for eight minutes
and 46 seconds, asphyxiating
Floyd. Videos of this incident
spread quickly on social media,
leading to mass public outrage
and large protests calling for
police reform.
As a teenager watching these
events unfold, I was curious to
see if the country I was born and
raised in would stand up to the
challenge and make changes. I
was curious to see if the police
would recognize the issue and
try to change. I was curious to
see if our president would listen
to the people. Sadly, this was not

what we got to witness. Instead,
we watched peaceful protesters
get tear gassed, shot with rubber
bullets, and watched our president incite violence with his
tweets, saying “when the looting
starts, the shooting starts.” We
watched our nation divide even
more than it already has over
something that there should
be no debate for: equality and
justice for all.
This was extremely disappointing and frustrating for me
to watch, as I’m sure it was for
many. It left me with a lack of
trust of the people we have in
power, and a sense of hopelessness for the future of the United
States. In the midst of all these
emotions, I made a decision that
I was done sitting at home and
watching these events unfold,
and I decided to organize a

GUEST OPINION
protest in Menlo Park. I made
an Eventbrite page before having a plan, and it quickly spread
around social media. Before I
knew it, we had over 400 RSVPs
to the protest, and still no plan.
Two hours before the protest
on June 1, the mayor of Menlo
Park, Cecilia Taylor, reached
out to me and asked if she
could come to my house to
discuss the protest. I said yes,
but I was nervous. The violent
police response to other protests
already had me feeling scared,
and our president’s response led
me to be fearful of the people we
have in authority. I was preparing myself for the worst, ready
for her to tell me to cancel the
protest, but instead she asked

me a simple question: “What
can I, as your mayor, do to support you?”
I was surprised but relieved,
as I knew I had an ally who was
willing to listen to my ideas
and concerns for the protest
and help me find solutions for
the problems. With her help,
we were able to have the Menlo
Park police help us march from
Burgess Park to El Camino Park
safely, and hundreds of people
gathered in support of the Black
Lives Matter movement. I again
was able to believe that change
was possible, and it helped me
regain the hope I had once lost.
But if it weren’t for her willingness to listen, none of this
would’ve been possible.
I share this story because, as
a white person, I believe that
white people should look at

Taylor’s example. She could have
told me, “If you want to have a
protest, this is what you have to
do.” But she didn’t. Instead, she
listened. And I think right now,
we white people have to listen.
It is not our time to share our
opinions, but it is instead time
to listen to the experiences and
hardships our brothers and sisters have faced because of their
skin color. We have to recognize
that we will never know what
it is like to be profiled for our
race, and we have to accept that
we as white people benefit from
this system. We have to show
our solidarity, and show black
people that we are fighting with
them. We have to ask, “What
can we do to support them?”
Daniel Paul Roman is a
student at Menlo-Atherton High
School in Atherton.

Peninsula Volunteers adapts essential programs
for seniors during COVID-19 and beyond
By Peter Olson

S

ince the start of the shelterin-place order, Peninsula
Volunteers Inc. (PVI) has
continued to provide essential
services to seniors living on the
Peninsula. We are responding to
the crisis in a number of ways.
On March 16, in accordance
with the governor’s executive
order, we suspended services at
Rosener House, our adult day care
facility serving people living with
Alzheimer’s and dementia, and
at Little House, our adult activity
center. Our third program, Meals
on Wheels, is deemed an essential
service and efforts focused on
enhanced methods and increased
capacity to meet the accelerating
needs of our community’s most
vulnerable citizens during the
COVID-19 crisis and beyond.
Entering our 12th week under
these conditions, PVI is delivering close to 700 meals per day.
All meals are prepared, cooked,
packed, and sent out from our
commercial kitchen located at
Little House, in Menlo Park. We
have changed our operational layout and implemented protective
measures to ensure the highest
possible safety for our staff, volunteers, and clients. We changed
the delivery process to allow for a
“zero contact” meal delivery.
Meals on Wheels isn’t the only

program that is up and running
for PVI. Shortly after closing
our Rosener House and Little
House programs to the public,
we began working toward virtual
programming. We are keeping
people connected.
Caregivers are often the most
overlooked group when it comes
to services for people living
with cognitive diseases such as
Alzheimer’s. For them it is a 24/7
experience. Our Rosener House
adult day services allow families
to keep their loved ones at home
while also being able to provide
a day program that cares for and
engages participants in activities
designed to stimulate the brain
and body. It allows for much
needed respite for the caregiver.
Rosener House provides a weekly
support group made up of current and past participnts’ family
members. While these programs
are closed to the public due to the
pandemic, people are left without
respite or support. We promptly
remedied that.
The staff quickly mobilized
and began weekly “wellness
checks” calls to our participants
and set up Zoom meetings for
the caregiver support group.
PVI rapidly adapted to the new
normal by launching “Rosener
House At Home.” Staff developed online classes and activities
for participants to do with loved

GUEST OPINION
ones: singalongs, yoga, trivia
and tango classes. The feedback
about these services has been
overwhelmingly positive. As the
weeks go on, we will continue to
enhance the experience for all
our users.
At Little House, we introduced online offerings for active
adults. Staff is also conducting
wellness check phone calls to
close to 1,000 of our members.
Being isolated and alone can be
very hard, and it helps to hear
the familiar voice of one of our
staff members. Through our
website, people can now sign up
for online classes such as tai chi,
hatha yoga, chair yoga, pilates
and book club. Customized oneon-one personal training sessions are available and our great
lecture series will start soon.
We have more exciting news.
PVI’s transportation service has
started providing rides to seniors
for medical appointments and to
the grocery store. This launch
includes added protective protocols for both the drivers and
seniors.
Peninsula Volunteers, Inc. is
swiftly adapting to the conditions brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Our
mission-centered commitment

is enduring — provide daily,
nutritious meals, adult day care
for those with Alzheimer’s and
dementia, and vital health and
wellness activities to seniors
living on the Peninsula. We
are confident that PVI’s robust
response to the crisis positions us
well for recovery over the coming
weeks and months. The affirmation of our work is humbling,
and the dedication of essential
staff and outpouring of support
from community volunteers and
donors is heartwarming to all
of us and to the vulnerable,

homebound seniors we serve.
It is more important than ever
to offer grateful thanks for the
extraordinary generosity of our
community friends and neighbors. If you have not already
done so, we ask that you consider
a gift to support and enhance our
enhanced services and recovery.
Your gift, no matter the size,
will help us sustain our vital
programs in the new environment. Visit penvol.org/donate.
Peter Olson is the CEO of
Menlo Park-based Peninsula
Volunteers, Inc.

What’s on your mind?
From City Hall politics and the schools to transportation
and other pressing issues, the Almanac aims to keep
readers informed about their community. But we also
want to hear from you.
Tell us what’s on your mind by sending your letters to
letters@AlmanacNews.com. Or snail-mail them to: The
Almanac, 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94306.
Letters should be no longer than 300 words.
You can also submit a longer piece of 450 to 600 words
for consideration to publish as a guest opinion column.
Questions? Email editor@AlmanacNews.com, or call
650-223-6537.
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Food&Drink
After months of takeout, restaurants reopen for outdoor dining
By Elena Kadvany

O

n the first days Santa
Clara and San Mateo
counties allowed restaurants to reopen for outdoor
dining over the weekend, Mountain View’s Castro Street, Palo
Alto’s University and California
avenues and Menlo Park’s Santa
Cruz Avenue no longer felt like
ghost towns, with many people
enjoying their first sit-down
restaurant meal in nearly three
months.
Santa Clara County allowed
outdoor dining to resume on
Friday, June 5, and San Mateo
County on Saturday. Many
restaurants, fighting to survive
only on takeout when shelterin-place orders were first issued
in March, rushed to adapt their
businesses to the new guidelines. They set socially distanced
tables with bottles of hand sanitizer, implemented temperature
checks for employees, required
reservations and swapped printed menus for digital ones.
Sharon Lesec and Philip
Stephanou were among the
diners having lunch on Castro
Street on June 5. They used a
menu on their phones to order
fish and chips, a burger and
beers from St. Stephen’s Green.
“It’s a mood lifter,” Lesec said.
“We planned this last week and
I have been looking forward to
eating at a restaurant. It’s nice
just to be able to enjoy the outdoors and socialization, in a safe
way. I feel very comfortable.”
At Town & Country Village
in Palo Alto, several restaurants
now have additional tables set
up in parklets built in the parking spaces. Signs reminds customers to stay 6 feet apart and
to keep their masks on unless
they’re eating. At Telefèric Barcelona, a waiter wearing a face
shield and black nitrile gloves
served tables from a safe distance. The Spanish restaurant
is taking employees’ temperatures before each shift and has
increased sanitation of all front
and back-of-house spaces.
In downtown Palo Alto, the
owners of Indian restaurant
Rooh worked with the city and
their landlord to built a new parklet in just two days. It allowed
them to add four tables, where
diners on June 5 used a QR code
to access a digital menu on their
phones. (Those who prefer a
paper menu can ask for a disposable one.)
Over the weekend, some restaurants, including Left Bank

Magali Gauthier

Customers sit at Bistro Vida’s outdoor tables for lunch in downtown Menlo Park on June 9. The Menlo Park City Council is considering a
plan to close Santa Cruz Avenue to traffic to allow restaurants more room for outdoor tables.

Brasserie in Menlo Park, started
by allowing customers to eat
takeout at outdoor tables before
adding full table service. Menlo
Park’s Flea St. Cafe reopened
Wednesday in a hybrid model,
asking customers to continue
to place and pay for their orders
online in advance with the
option of reserving an outdoor
table. Staff will bring them
their dinner in a bag, including
compostable plates and flatware, which they can unpack
themselves and eat outside.
Afterwards, the restaurant will
compost everything and sanitize the table for the next diners.
“We are starting very conservatively in order to create a
safe and respectful, minimal
touch dining experience,” Flea
St. owner Jesse Cool said. “We
feel protective of our staff and
guests.”
Other owners are moving
cautiously on outdoor dining,
taking the time to set up all the
necessary procedures and train
staff. Rocco Scordella is aiming
to reopen the patio of his Palo
Alto restaurant, Vina Enoteca,
this week. He’s requiring all of
his employees to get tested on a
weekly basis.
“Once they all receive their
results I will feel better on opening again,” he said.
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Eateries that were lucky to
already have outdoor dining
areas or parklets were able to
open more quickly over the
weekend, while others are still
waiting for their cities to close
main thoroughfares to traffic to
give them space to serve diners
outside.
In downtown Redwood City,
Anne Le Ziblatt said she eagerly
started planning to serve diners
outside her Main Street restaurant, Nam Vietnamese Brasserie. Her public relations firm
sent out an announcement that
Nam would reopen for outdoor
dining June 9 — and then Le
Ziblatt learned that without an
existing outdoor dining permit, she couldn’t actually do
so. Nam Vietnamese Brasserie
will continue as a takeout-only
operation for the foreseeable
future.
She’s also waiting for the
City Council to take action
on a proposal to temporarily
close streets and allow restaurants to use sidewalks, parking spaces and parking lots. A
city task force is exploring full
and partial rotating closure of
streets, including Main Street
between Middlefield Road and
Broadway Street and parts of
Broadway, on Fridays through
Sundays.

According to a staff report,
the city is targeting a start date
of July 11, which is too far off for
hard-hit restaurants, Le Ziblatt
said.
“It’s one of those things where
if you’re going to take that long
... it’s not going to be useful,” she
said. “People are hanging on by
their fingernails waiting for an
opportunity. A lot of people are
operating just waiting for that
moment.”
The Menlo Park City Council
planned to discuss options for
closing Santa Cruz Avenue to
vehicle traffic to enable local
restaurants to expand outdoor
dining opportunities on June
9. The Chamber of Commerce
developed an alternative plan
and was set to present it to the
council, but the matter was postponed to a future meeting.
On Monday, the Palo Alto
City Council enthusiastically
supported the closure of California Avenue and gave a mixed
blessing for doing the same on
University Avenue.
The Mountain View City
Council on Tuesday voted unanimously to temporarily close
Castro Street between Evelyn
Avenue and Mercy Street to
traffic, set to start June 22. City
staff recommended a “food
court-style layout” where the

city would provide tables and
chairs for shared use by restaurants along Castro Street as well
as participating restaurants on
adjacent side streets.
Under the revised health
orders from Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties, restaurants
must space outdoor tables 6 feet
apart and limit the number of
customers at a single table to
no more than six, all of whom
must be from the same household. Restaurants can only serve
alcohol with food, and bar areas
must remain closed. Hand sanitizer or hand-washing stations
should be available in the outdoor dining area.
San Mateo County’s health
order goes into more detail,
with customers required to
wear face coverings except when
sitting at dining tables. People
from different households can
use lounge areas and fire pits at
the same time as long as they
stay 6 feet apart. Dogs must be
on a leash and stay at least 6 feet
from other customers. Parents
must ensure children 12 and
under adhere to social distancing guidelines. A
Kate Bradshaw, Kevin Forestieri and Gennady Sheyner
contributed to this report.
Email Elena Kadvany at
ekadvany@paweekly.com
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Congratulations
to the Top Real Estate
Agents & Teams

in Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties 2019

Brokerage

Organized
as Agent or
Team

Key Team
Members

Total Sales*

Listing Sales

Buyer Sales

DeLeon Team

DeLeon Realty, Inc.

Team

Ken DeLeon
Michael Repka

$811,146,401

$434,887,401

$376,259,000

2

Stanley Lo

Green Banker Realty

Agent

Stanley Lo

$313,987,178

$213,720,178

$100,267,000

3

David Troyer

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

David Troyer

$208,460,828

$193,079,380

$15,381,448

4

Judy Citron

Compass

Agent

Judy Citron

$203,714,900

$111,222,200

$92,492,700

5

Mary & Brent
Gullixson

Compass

Team

Mary Gullixson
Brent Gullixson

$192,910,000

$137,010,000

$55,900,000

6

Andy Tse

Intero Real Estate Services

Agent

Andy Tse

$184,183,716

$133,268,216

$50,915,500

7

David Lillo

DPL Real Estate

Agent

David Lillo

$158,687,788

$136,596,288

$22,091,500

8

Billy McNair

Compass

Agent

Billy McNair

$156,072,000

$90,242,000

$65,830,000

9

The Patty Dwyer
Group

Compass

Team

Patty Dwyer

$133,016,500

$79,211,500

$53,805,000

10

Keri Nicholas

Parc Agency Corporation

Agent

Keri Nicholas

$120,052,700

$81,107,700

$38,945,000

11

The Hanna Group

Real Estate 38

Team

Zaid Hanna

$117,255,116

$45,843,116

$71,412,000

12

Boyenga Team

Compass

Team

Eric Boyenga
Janelle Boyenga

$114,778,950

$66,266,450

$48,512,500

13

Kathy Bridgman

Compass

Agent

Kathy Bridgman

$113,376,555

$97,966,555

$15,410,000

14

Recip. Team†

"ÕÌvƂÀi>"vwVi

Team

Not Applicable

$108,660,945

$17,680,000

$90,980,945

15

Juliana Lee

JLee Realty

Agent

Juliana Lee

$101,509,488

$31,343,600

$70,165,888

16

Jim Arbeed

Coldwell Banker Realty

Agent

Jim Arbeed

$99,692,276

$75,112,388

$24,579,888

17

Sternsmith Group

Compass

Agent

Casey Sternsmith

$99,409,000

$53,298,000

$46,111,000

18

LeMieux Associates‡

Compass

Team

Tom LeMieux
Jennifer Bitter

$99,328,000

$74,923,000

$ 24,405,000

19

Len Stone Group

KW Peninsula Estates

Team

Len Stone

$99,170,500

$60,761,500

$38,409,000

20

Dave Clark

Keller Williams Realty Silicon Valley

Agent

Dave Clark
Troy Bambino

$97,507,500

$94,107,500

$3,400,000

Ranking

Agent/Team
Name

1

Although all DeLeon Menlo Park sellers work directly with Michael Repka, the DeLeon Team has far more resources and
a more robust staff than any independent contractor agent or small team. That, coupled with our innovative business model,
VÀi>ÌiÃ>Þ«iÀ>Ì>ivwViViÃÌ >Ì>ÜÕÃÌ`VÃ`iÀ>LÞÀiÛÕi>`vviÀÀiÃiÀÛViÃÌ >ÌÀ>`Ì>
agents. Nevertheless, clients regularly choose between the DeLeon Team’s integrated model, and the traditional approach
practiced by most other agents and teams, so we believe a direct and transparent comparison is helpful.

Search criteria as compiled by BrokerMetrics® using MLS Data: January 1st, 2019 - December 31st, 2019, Santa Clara County and San Mateo County, Residential Property (Single Family Home,
Condominium, Townhouse, Manufactured Home, Floating Home, Duet Home, Multiple on Lot, Farm/Ranch, Other Residential, Double Wide Mobile Home, Duplex). †Recip is an amalgamation
of many out of the area agents ‡Tom LeMieux operates functionally as a team but splits the team sales amongst the members when reporting sales to the MLS. For purposes of accuracy, we have
/;9.5:10@41?-81?;2@415:05B50A-8919.1>?;2@41151AD@1-9 &;@-8?-81?5:/8A01?.;@4@4185?@5:3?-81?-:0.AE1>?-81?  ;;Ŋ %?-81?C1>15:/8A0105:@41>-:75:3?

Michael Repka | Managing Broker | DRE #01854880 | 650.900.7000 | michael@deleonrealty.com
DeLeon Realty,Inc. | www.deleonrealty.com | DRE #01903224
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SILICO N VALLE Y H O M ES

901 Emerald Hill Rd, Redwood City 2709 Whipple Ave, Redwood City
Offered at $1,100,000
Offered at $1,950,000
John Shroyer · 650.787.2121
Susan Tanner · 650.255.7372
Lic. #00613370
Lic. #01736865

401 1/2 Upton St, Redwood City
Offered at $1,000,000
Bobbi Decker · 650.346.5352
Lic. #00607999

797 Lakeshore Dr, Redwood Shores
Price Upon Request
Brian Ayer · 650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281
Daniela Haaland · 650.980.8866
Lic. #02045462

312 Concord Dr, Menlo Park
Offered at $2,549,000
Annette Smith · 650.766.9429
Lic. #01180954

80 Gresham Ln, Atherton
286 Willowbrook Dr, Portola Valley
Offered at $4,998,000
Offered at $4,295,000
Penelope Huang · 650.281.8028
Omar Kinaan · 650.776.2828
Lic. #01023392
Lic. #01723115

3010 Del Ray St, San Mateo
Offered at $1,799,000
Renee Daskalakis · 650.776.6048
Lic. #01111348

1771 Hamlet St, San Mateo
Offered at $1,295,000
Peter Vece · 650.619.2799
Lic. #00472241

2608 Cipriani Blvd, Belmont
Offered at $1,630,000
Norine Higgins · 650.740.5372
Lic. #00761310

4074 Farm Hill Blvd #7,
Redwood City
Offered at $900,000
Chris Iverson · 650.450.0450
Lic. #01708130

612 Cornwallis Ln, Foster City
Offered at $2,300,000
Mary Bee · 650.343.9999
Lic. #00882849

Stay home. Tour homes.
See some of our premier listings
from the comfort of your own
home through 3D virtual reality
and high definition video.

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave
650.847.1141

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St
650.644.3474

goldengatesir.com/HD

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd
650.941.4300

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd
650.851.6600

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd
650.577.3700

goldengatesir.com/VR
Burlingame Office
San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101 401 Primrose Rd, Suite J
650.865.3000
650.597.1800

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd
408.358.2800

Other Offices BELV EDERE-TIBU RO N · BERKELE Y · DA NVILLE · L A FAY E T T E · MILL VA LLE Y · M O N TCL AIR
NAPA · N OVATO · OA KL AND · ROS S VA LLE Y · SA N R A FA EL · SAUSALITO · STINSO N BE ACH
Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.
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MID-PENINSULA’S PREMIER FULL-SERVICE REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

Have you been
considering buying
or selling a home in
Atherton Woodside
or Portola Valley?
A consistent top producer for 20 years
Vincent has sold over 100 Atherton
homes and earned his reputation as a
Luxury Real Estate specialist. Vincent
specializes in the representation of
buyers and sellers in Atherton, Menlo
Park, Woodside, Portola Valley, and
Los Altos Hills. Vincent has up to the
PLQXWH Rσ PDUNHW VDOHV GDWD IRU WKH
ðUVWTXDUWHUIRUWKHVHDUHDV

SOLD BY VINCENT

GIVE BACK TO
THE COMMUNITY

VINCENT OSHEA III
RANKED TOP 1% NATIONALLY & INTERNATIONALLY
Formerly of Coldwell Banker and the best service in the business

I’m giving 5% of our proceeds
WRUHVHDUFKHUVRIðJKWLQJWKH
COVID-19 pandemic.

650.520.4547 | VOSHEA@AMERIBANKER.COM
DRE#01396416

WWW.AMERIBANKER.COM

|

681 OAK GROVE AVENUE, MENLO PARK

AMERIBANKER IS A REAL ESTATE BROKER LICENSED BY THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS. LICENSE NUMBER 01396416. ALL MATERIAL
PRESENTED HEREIN IS INTENDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY AND IS COMPILED FROM SOURCES DEEMED RELIABLE BUT HAS NOT BEEN VERIFIED. CHANGES IN PRICE, CONDITION,
SALE OR WITHDRAWAL MAY BE MADE WITHOUT NOTICE. NO STATEMENT IS MADE AS TO ACCURACY OF ANY DESCRIPTION. ALL MEASUREMENTS AND SQUARE FOOTAGE ARE APPROXIMATE.
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