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Fine dining adapts to the pandemic
Inside a dinner service at the reopened Village Pub in Woodside
By Elena Kadvany

W

hen Village Pub servers, line cooks and
dishwashers clock in
to work these days, they immediately have their temperature
taken. They sign a form that
states in English and Spanish: “I
certify that I am in good health
and have had my temperature
checked and recorded accurately
at the beginning of my workday.” They deposit the pen they
used into a sleek silver container
labeled “used pens,” put on a
mask, and start their shift.
The Village Pub in Woodside
reopened for both indoor and
outdoor dining in June. While
many of the signature touches
of the 19-year-old Michelinstarred restaurant returned —
the staff still uses handheld
irons to steam wrinkles out of
white tablecloths before setting
the tables, caviar is still on the
menu and service is paramount
— much has changed in the age
of COVID-19.
Diners can order on their
smartphones from a digital
QR code or physical menu,
and the latter is sanitized after
every use. The menu was scaled
down from 60 dishes to just 15,
which are now offered in a $75

per person pre-fixe model to
reduce the time waiters spend at
tables. Customers can only take
their masks off when seated,
and employees keep them on
at all times. Only one employee
is allowed at a table at a time
unless it’s to drop off dishes and
leave.
The overarching goal, said
Tim Stannard, founder of Bacchus Management Group, which
operates The Village Pub, is to
minimize the amount of interaction between employees and
diners — a counterintuitive
“180 degrees from our natural
inclination, which is to spend
as much time as we can (with
customers).”
Reconfiguring The Village
Pub’s elegant dining room to
allow for at least 6 feet of distance between tables meant
operating at 50% capacity. The
restaurant quickly secured the
necessary permits to build an
outdoor patio — which cost
$50,000 — that makes up for the
lost tables. On Monday evening,
every table on the patio was full
while a scarce number of parties
sat inside. Stannard said the split
between outdoor and indoor
seating requests is about 70/30.
Plenty of people still want the
traditional dine-in experience,

Magali Gathier

A masked cook in the kitchen works the grill at The Village Pub as customers eat in the dining room on
July 6.

he said. When Bacchus was
discussing whether to resume
indoor dining, they talked to
staff, investors and customers.
There was a “pressure — not a
pressure,” he corrected himself,
“but interest,” from the community in reopening the dining

room. It’s sold out nearly every
night since reopening, Stannard
said.
But the new outdoor deck is
keeping The Village Pub afloat.
Without it, the revenue from
the dining room wouldn’t be
enough to keep the restaurant

open, Stannard said. He’s not
sure what will happen come
winter, when even in temperate
Northern California, diners’
appetite for sitting outdoors
might wane.
See DINING, page 15

High school teachers worry about returning to campus
By Tyler Callister
Almanac Staff Writer

M

any Sequoia Union
High School District
teachers are raising concerns about reopening school campuses this fall
amid the coronavirus pandemic,
according to Edith Salvatore,
president of the Sequoia District
Teachers Association.
The district, which includes
Woodside and Menlo-Atherton high schools and TIDE

Academy, announced June 25
that students will return to
school in the fall semester on a
split schedule — half online, half
on-campus.
But Salvatore said that many
teachers remain skeptical of
teaching on campus, with concerns ranging from COVID-19
health risks to diminished quality of education for students,
among other misgivings.
“The teachers are not a monolith,” Salvatore said. “But a good
number have been reaching out
and expressed worry.”

In a survey conducted by
the Sequoia District Teachers
Association between June 23
and 26, approximately 46% of
teachers said “no” when asked
whether they would be comfortable returning to campus.
Meanwhile, 16% responded
“yes” to the query, and the
remaining 37% chose to fill out
a written form explaining what
criteria they would need in order
to feel comfortable. Most listed
a desire for extra safety precautions to prevent spread of the
virus, such as face shields and

INSIDE

daily sanitization of classrooms.
According to a June 25 letter from Sequoia Union High
School District Superintendent
Mary Streshly, when students
return in the fall they will rotate
between online and on-campus
learning (known as a “hybrid”
model), with about half of
the student body on campus
at a time. Schools will survey students with health questionnaires and do temperature
checks upon students’ arrival on
campus.
Salvatore said that teachers

would have to prepare lessons
for both online and in-person
learning, although they would
only see each individual student
once per week.
Nancy Day, a science teacher
at Menlo-Atherton High School,
is among the teachers concerned about on-campus learning. “Being a science teacher I
keep looking at the science and
the data, and I keep seeing these
surges,” she said. “And I think
it’s a little irresponsible to be
See TEACHERS, page 10
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JUST LISTED

1991 DAKIN AVENUE, MENLO PARK

Virtual Open House and By Appointment, Sat & Sun, 2:00-4:00pm

Classic and Timeless
Elegance
• Excellent location just one block to cafes
and restaurants
• al_OoddaBbMO{WJW_Ws|Tdozdo^øTodaø
home needs
• 4 bedrooms and 3.5 bathrooms plus
huge bonus room
• Approx. 3,450 square feet
•

OBtsWTt_VBoMzddMddopsVodtUVdts

• oBbWsOøbWpVOMOBsøWb^WsKVObzWsV_BoUO
MWbWbUBoOBBbMdTKOKObsOo
• Family room opens to a large deck for
indoor/outdoor living
• 3 main-level bedrooms, including one
with en suite bath
• Tremendous upper-level primary suite
zWsVpWssWbUBoOBÛoOl_BKOÛBbM BooBoB
marble bath
• Detached 2-car garage
• Large sport court, deck, patio, and lawn
in a very private setting
• Excellent Las Lomitas schools

NEW PRICE

$3,495,000 | www.1991Dakin.com

24 HAWTHORNE DRIVE, ATHERTON

Virtual Open House and By Appointment, Sat & Sun, 12:45-1:45pm

Move-in, Remodel, or
Build New
• Prime Lindenwood location on 0.92 acre
(approx. 40,158 square feet)
• Mid-century home with 3 bedrooms,
dTKOÛBbMàJBsVp
• Approx. 2,130 square feet (buyer to
Kdboaï
• oOpV_|lBWbsOMÛVBoMzddMBbMsW_OddopÛ
plus new carpeting
• /lBKWdtp_WyWbUoddazWsVoOl_BKOBbM
formal dining room
• All-white eat-in kitchen with passthrough counter seating to the
family room
• Attached 3-car garage
• Excellent schools

$5,895,000 | www.24Hawthorne.com

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is
a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01079009. All
material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been
yOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!dpsBsOaObsWpaBMOBpsdBKKtoBK|dTBb|
description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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There’s no place like…

PARK

1394 San Mateo Drive

7 BEDS

6.5 BATHS

Price upon request

H ME

39,586 SQ FT LOT
1394SanMateo.com

A NEW MASTERPIECE ON NEARLY ONE ACRE

• Menlo Park’s premier street and one of its largest lots
• 7 bedrooms and 6.5 baths on two levels with an elevator
• bMOlObMObsUtOpszWbUzWsVMOMWKBsOMdTKOæoOKoddal_tp
private studio apartment
•

tW_MsoOObKOosWKBsWdbÚ2zd_WyWbUoddTpl_tppsBbMWbUpOBa
metal and shake roofs

• Stunning, open kitchen and family room combination with
disappearing Fleetwood doors opening to the pavilion
• Pool, spa, sky-lit pavilion with barbecue center, plus vast
terrace and lawn
• Attached 4-car garage with EV charging
• One-half mile to downtown Menlo Park and to the Menlo
Circus Club

#1

Individual Compass Realtor, California

Judy Citron

DRE 01825569

|

650.400.8424 |

#7

Individual Agent in the USA, WSJ 2020

judy@judycitron.com |

judycitron.com

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License NumJOoà__aBsOoWB_loOpObsOMVOoOWbWpWbsObMOMTdoWbTdoaBsWdbB_ltoldpOpdb_|BbMWpKdalW_OMTodapdtoKOpMOOaOMoO_WBJ_OJtsVBpbdsJOObyOoWOMà VBbUOpWbloWKOÛKdbMWsWdbÛpB_OdozWsVMoBzB_aB|JOaBMOzWsVdtsbdsWKOà!d
statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RESTAURANTS
Enjoy local takeout, delivery and outdoor dining options

OSTERIA

Cucina Toscana
Palo Alto

Spacious piazza with
safe social distancing.

Sidewalk Dining • Takeout To Go • Wine To Go

Patio Dining • Takeout • Curbside Pickup
Lunch and Dinner: Wednesday-Sunday
11:30am-2:00pm and 5:00-9:00pm

Free delivery • Order on our website
Lunch served Tues. - Sat. 11:30am - 2pm
Dinner Nightly 4:30pm - 8:30pm

200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto

247 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

650.328.0407

650 328-5700

WWW.CAFFERIACE.COM

OsteriaToscanaPaloAlto.com

Patio Dining Now Open
MEDITERRANEAN ITALIAN CUISINE

TAKE OUT

Open for to-go orders from 12 noon-8 pm
10% discount off food 20% discount off wine
650-326-1626
2437 Birch Street, Palo Alto
www.cafeprobono.com

Tuesday-Sunday, 5-8:30 pm
3 course prix ﬁxe menu
Takeout menu also available
Wine to go ... yes, wine and cocktails to go!
50% off of wine bottles to go
140 Homer Avenue, Palo Alto
(650) 326-2530 www.stmikes.com

Patio Dining Now Open

Chicken Tikka Masala With Basmati Rice

Contemporary Indian Pakistani

One of the Top 100 Restaurants in the Bay Area.
Palo Alto Restaurant
365 S. California Ave.
(650) 600-8438

Mountain View Restaurant
1477 Plymouth St., #C
(650) 641-0335

Order online at www.zareensrestaurant.com

TAKE OUT ORDERS
Lunch: Monday - Friday 11:30AM - 2:30PM
Dinner: Monday - Sunday 5:00PM - 8:00PM
All wines 30% off

Call for:
In-Person Orders • Curbside Pick Up
420 Emerson Street • Palo Alto
650.326.0983 • evvia.net

SHOW SOME
LOCAL LOVE
Support local businesses and
help our communities thrive.

WE ARE OPEN EVERYDAY
FOR OUTDOOR DINING

From 11:30am-2:00pm • 5:00pm-9:00pm

PRIME TIME!

Simply a cut above the Rest.
1921 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO ALTO
650.321.6798 | sundancethesteakhouse.com
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Call Or Order Online For Takeout Or Delivery

448 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto

(650) 600-8310

www.terunpizza.com

• Select Local Businesses
for Your Needs
• Shop at Local Businesses
Online or Over the Phone
• Purchase Gift Cards
• Order Takeout or Delivery
• Spread The Word About
Businesses That Are Open

Local News
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Prop. 13 reform initiative
could be big boost to
county’s tax revenue
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

O

Magali Gauthier

A homeless encampment in a habitat restoration area is one of an estimated 30 in the marshy
Ravenswood Triangle area. Fires, human waste and garbage connected to the camps are putting
endangered wildlife, nearby buildings and water quality at risk.

Fires point to risky conditions in
Ravenswood Triangle
Homeless encampments threaten protected areas, endangered species
By Sue Dremann

T

he brown and white sign
along Bayfront Expressway in Menlo Park clearly
describes the purpose of the
open marshland: “Habitat Restoration Area — Environmentally Sensitive Area. Keep Out.”
But the 60-acre site known as
the Ravenswood Triangle is
anything but pristine. This year
alone, the grass-and-marsh area,

most of which is supposed to be
protected habitat for endangered
species, has been besieged by 23
fires. Since 2017, there have been
77 blazes, according to a report
by the Menlo Park Fire Protection District.
The area, which is bounded by Adams Drive, Willow
Road, Bayfront Expressway and
University Avenue, is littered
with debris: mounds of rusting bicycle parts, tires, toilet

paper, discarded clothing, boxes,
makeshift tents of cardboard,
wood and plastic, and other
detritus of human habitation. Pit
toilets filled with human waste
dot the green reeds and tall,
tawny grasses hide trip wires
that guard entrance into the
approximately 30 illegal homeless encampments, some hidden among shrubs and others
See FIRES, page 10

County COVID-19 cases near 4,000
By Embarcadero Media staff

S

an Mateo County on Tuesday reported 40 new cases
of COVID-19, raising its
total to 3,743. The death toll
has stayed at 111 since Monday.
Fifty-five people were hospitalized as of Monday.
Santa Clara County reported
79 new cases of the coronavirus
on Wednesday, bringing its
total to 5,552. The death toll
has stayed at 165 since Tuesday.
Ninety-six people are hospitalized, 16 of which are new.

County sees significant
rise in cases

San Mateo County health
officials on Tuesday reported
that the two days with the

highest totals of new COVID-19
cases since the pandemic began
occurred in the last couple of
weeks, according to a press
release. The new highs — 88 on
June 29 and 89 on July 3 — come
as the average of those testing
positive for COVID-19 stands at
4.9%.
This is below the state’s overall
seven-day average of 6.7%, but
the county’s positivity trend is
going up, Louise Rogers, chief of
San Mateo County Health, told
the Board of Supervisors.
Rogers reported that 53
patients in San Mateo County
were currently hospitalized with
COVID-19, a total that includes
approximately 20 inmates from
San Quentin State Prison who
are being cared for at Seton

Medical Center in Daly City.
Rogers said the Health
Department is working with
California health officials to
post local COVID-19 data on
the county’s dashboard separate from data from state prison
transfers. She added that the
state will account for inmate
data in assessing the county’s
progress toward its Resilience
Roadmap and efforts to control
the virus locally.
She also reported that 102
contact tracers from the county
Health Department and additional county departments will
work to interview those who
test positive for coronavirus.
See CORONAVIRUS, page 15

ne of the major ballot
initiatives facing voters
in November will be the
Schools and Communities First
initiative.
It proposes to change how
property taxes are assessed for
commercial properties, the first
change since Proposition 13
passed in 1978. Currently, a property’s value is only reassessed
when it is sold and when there’s
new construction on an existing
site. After it changes hands, the
increase in the assessed value is
capped at 2% per year.
Instead, the initiative would
assess commercial and industrial property at market value,
regardless of the last date of sale.
Residential properties and commercial agriculture properties
would continue under the current assessment system.
Last week, the Menlo Park
Housing Commission voted 6-1
to recommend that the City
Council direct staff to analyze
the initiative to see how it might
impact housing development,
the city’s general fund and small
businesses, according to Rhonda
Coffman, deputy community
development director in Menlo
Park.
The initiative could generate
more tax revenue per capita in
San Mateo County than any other county in the state, according
to a study by the USC Dornsife
Program for Environmental and
Regional Equity.
The study was published in
February; since then, a revised
version of what is now Proposition 15 qualified for the ballot,
which stipulates that the switch
to using market rate assessments
wouldn’t take effect until the
2022-23 fiscal year, and until
2025-26 for some properties
like retail centers occupied by a
majority of small businesses.
Despite the study’s dated
assumption that the initiative
would take effect by the 202122 fiscal year, it singles out San
Mateo County as the county
that would likely generate the
greatest increase in additional
property tax revenue per capita
in the state. If the initiative were
to take effect in 2021-22, the

county would likely generate
around $1,008 per capita in additional property tax revenue, and
a total of between $709.4 million
and $833.7 million, the study’s
authors report.
Santa Clara County is projected to generate about $637
per capita during the same fiscal
year, at a total of between $1.1
billion and $1.3 billion, they
reported.
It also estimated that the proposed reform could generate
between $10.3 billion to $12.6
billion in additional tax revenues
statewide in the same fiscal year.
While the USC study assumes
some slowdown in market
growth and assessed values,
and its findings seem “generally
accurate,” it was published before
the pandemic, county Assessor
Mark Church said in an email.
The coronavirus has accelerated
the trends of teleworking, business travel and retail, and it’s
not clear how those impacts will
affect property valuations in the
future, he said.
A bigger question, he said, is
how those funds will be distributed. Just because they might be
generated in San Mateo County
doesn’t mean they will be spent
there. The state’s formulas for
distributing funds dictate that
the largest share of property
tax revenue goes to Sacramento
and is spent according to complex state distribution formulas,
Church said.
Counties and commercial
properties would be disparately
impacted by the initiative, the
study reports.
While San Mateo County
stands to earn $1,008 per resident
in the 2021-22 fiscal year, the
rural Tuolumne County stands
to generate only about $29 per
capita.
The initiative would also
impact higher-valued properties
more than lower-valued ones, the
report said. From commercial
properties valued at over $5 million, which represent only about
6% of all commercial properties,
the state is estimated to generate about 78% of the revenue
gains. Only 1% of the estimated
increase in statewide revenue
would come from the 61% of
See TAX, page 11
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TOWN OF ATHERTON
NOTICE OF GENERAL MUNICIPAL
ELECTION TO BE CONSOLIDATED WITH
THE PRESIDENTIAL GENERAL ELECTION

Established 1965

C RIME B R I E F S
Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,

Fatal Woodside crash

City Clerk

DESIGN & PRODUCTION

Dated: July 10, 2020

Design and Production Manager
Kristin Brown (223-6562)

A 27-year-old man died and another was flown to Stanford
Hospital with major injuries after a suspected DUI crash July
3 on Skyline Boulevard near the Thomas Fogarty Winery in
Woodside, according to the California Highway Patrol.
The incident was reported around 7:25 p.m., when a BMW
sedan occupied by two men, both 27-year-old Campbell residents, veered off the southbound side of the road at a right curve
and hit a tree north of Clouds Rest lookout point, according to
CHP Officer David LaRock. The car then rolled back into the
southbound lane.
The passenger was pronounced dead at the scene, and the
driver was flown to Stanford Hospital with major injuries,
LaRock said. He is in serious condition and is under arrest on
suspicion of driving under the influence and causing an injury,
LaRock said.
The San Mateo County Coroner’s Office identified the passenger as Woodrow Gibson.
Both lanes of Skyline Boulevard were closed for approximately
four hours following the crash.
Anyone who witnessed the crash is asked to contact Officer
Taylor Barry by calling the Redwood City area CHP office at
(650) 369-6261.

Designers Linda Atilano, Amy Levine,
Paul Llewellyn, Doug Young

Sexual assaults at hardware store

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Municipal Election will
be held in the Town of Atherton, County of San Mateo, California,
on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 between the hours of 7:00 a.m.
HUK!WTMVY[OLLSLJ[PVUVM[OLMVSSV^PUNVɉJLYZ!
Two (2) Council members for a term of four years.
;OLÄSPUNWLYPVKMVYUVTPUH[PVUWHWLYZJHUKPKH[LZ[H[LTLU[Z
HUK YLSH[LK KVJ\TLU[Z ^PSS IL H]HPSHISL PU [OL 6ɉJL VM [OL *P[`
Clerk, 150 Watkins Avenue, Atherton, CA on Monday, July 13,
2020 at 8:00 a.m. The last date and time for the submission of
UVTPUH[PVUWHWLYZMVY[OLHMVYLTLU[PVULKVɉJLZPZ-YPKH`(\N\Z[
7, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. except that in the event an incumbent for any
Z\JOVɉJLKVLZUV[ÄSLUVTPUH[PVUWHWLYZI`[OH[KH[LHUK[PTL
[OL WLYPVK PZ L_[LUKLK MVY Ä]L KH`Z [V >LKULZKH` (\N\Z[ 
H[!WTMVYZHPKVɉJL
Voter registration closes on October 19, 2020 for the November
3, 2020 Presidential General Election.
/s/ Anthony Suber
________________________
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062
NOTICE OF ELECTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Municipal Election
will be held in the Town of Woodside on Tuesday, the 3rd day of
1RYHPEHUIRUWKHIROORZLQJRIÀFHUV
$ PHPEHU RI WKH 7RZQ &RXQFLO WR ÀOO WKH RIÀFH QRZ KHOG E\
Daniel Yost, from District 1, for a full term of four years expiring
November 2024;
$ PHPEHU RI WKH 7RZQ &RXQFLO WR ÀOO WKH RIÀFH QRZ KHOG E\
Chris Shaw, from District 3, for a full term of four years expiring
November 2024;
$PHPEHURIWKH7RZQ&RXQFLOWRÀOOWKHRIÀFHQRZKHOGE\7RP
Livermore, from District 5, for a full term of four years expiring
November 2024.
$ PHPEHU RI WKH 7RZQ &RXQFLO WR ÀOO WKH RIÀFH QRZ KHOG E\
Ned Fluet, from District 7, for a full term of four years expiring
November 2024.
7KHÀOLQJSHULRGIRUFDQGLGDWHVRSHQVRQ0RQGD\-XO\
DWDPDQGFORVHVRQ)ULGD\$XJXVWDWSP,IDQ
LQFXPEHQW IDLOV WR ÀOH KLV RU KHU QRPLQDWLRQ E\ WKH FORVH RI ÀOLQJ
RQ )ULGD\ $XJXVW   DW  SP WKH WK GD\ EHIRUH WKH
HOHFWLRQ WKHÀOLQJSHULRGZLOOEHH[WHQGHGIRUÀYH  GD\VHQGLQJ
:HGQHVGD\$XJXVWDWSP WKHUGGD\EHIRUHWKH
HOHFWLRQ WRQRPLQDWHFDQGLGDWHVRWKHUWKDQWKHSHUVRQ V ZKRDUHWKH
LQFXPEHQWVIRUWKDWLQFXPEHQW·VHOHFWLYHRIÀFH7KLVH[WHQVLRQLVQRW
applicable where there is no appointed or elected incumbent eligible
to be elected. If no one or only one person is nominated for an elective
RIÀFHDSSRLQWPHQWWRWKHHOHFWLYHRIÀFHPD\EHPDGHDVSUHVFULEHG
by Section 10229, Elections Code of the State of California.
All interested candidates must be registered voters of the
Town of Woodside. Nomination papers for the elected position
of Woodside Councilmember must be obtained from the City
&OHUN·V RIÀFH  :RRGVLGH 5RDG :RRGVLGH &DOLIRUQLD E\
appointment. For further information please contact Town Clerk,
-HQQLIHU/LDWjli@woodsidetown.org.
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that Vote By Mail and Provisional
Ballots for the Election held on Tuesday, November 3, 2020, shall be
tallied at the County of San Mateo, Registration & Elections Division at
40 Tower Road, San Mateo, CA 94402. The polls on Election Day will
EHRSHQIURPDPWRSP
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A 27-year-old Newark man was arrested July 3 after allegedly
sexually assaulting two Menlo Park women at Ace Hardware,
according to Menlo Park police.
The first victim, a 23-year-old Menlo Park woman, was
shopping at the store at 700 Santa Cruz Ave. when the man
approached her shortly before 12:30 p.m.
“He physically touched her intimate parts through the outside
of her clothing, against her will, and for the purpose of sexual
gratification,” police said in a press release.
The man then approached the second victim, a 27-year-old
Menlo Park woman who was in the checkout line, and rubbed
his genitals through the outside of his clothing while he was
inches away from her, police said.
The assailant then fled the area on foot. Multiple witnesses
contacted police and provided descriptions of the man, who
was located a few blocks away, police said. He was detained and
positively identified at the scene by one of the victims.
The man was arrested on charges of sexual battery and lewd
conduct in public. The San Mateo County Jail declined to accept
him for booking due to the coronavirus pandemic, and he was
issued a notice to appear and released.
Anyone with further information is asked to contact Sgt. Dennis Weber at (650) 330-6300.

Firefighters field fireworks calls
Menlo Park Fire Protection District firefighters suspect that
fireworks are to blame for a blaze in a detached garage backyard
living space in Menlo Park on the Fourth of July.
The fire was reported at a detached garage behind a home in
the 1300 block of Sevier Drive at 7:50 p.m, according to a press
See CRIME BRIEFS, page 14

COMMU N I TY B R I E F S

Discussion on neighborhood racism
A virtual forum was scheduled Thursday evening, July 9, at 7
p.m. in response to a Menlo Park mother’s Nextdoor post, after The
Almanac went to press. The forum, organized by Menlo Park City
Council member Ray Mueller, is called “Let’s Talk About Racism:
When Neighbors Racially Profile Neighbors,” and will feature panelists Cecilia Taylor, Menlo Park mayor; Larry Moody, East Palo
Alto City Council member; James Wade, assistant district attorney
in San Mateo County; and Michelle Smedley, a resident of Menlo
Park.
Smedley posted last week on Nextdoor that since February,
people have twice called the police on her son, a biracial teen, and
a diverse group of his friends. People also told them they “don’t
belong there” while in local parks, she said.
Go to is.gd/mpzoomforum to access the Zoom link and almanacnews.com for an update on this story.
—Kate Bradshaw

N E W S

Tech companies, research institutes
cash in on federal loan program
Major recipients of coronavirus aid funds include
SETI Institute, Menlo College
By Gennady Sheyner,
Kevin Forestieri and Lloyd Lee

R

esearch institutes, tech
companies and hotels
were among the Midpeninsula’s biggest beneficiaries of
the federal Paycheck Protection Program, with some recipients getting loans of more than
$5 million, according to data
released this week by the Small
Business Administration and the
Treasury Department.
While ostensibly targeting
small businesses, the program
also provided millions of dollars
to large foundations, research
firms and nonprofit groups
focusing on health care and
education, the data shows. The
list does not include specific loan
amounts but reveals the range.
The SETI Institute, a Mountain
View-based organization dedicated to searching for extraterrestrial life, received a loan. Bill
Diamond, president and CEO of
SETI Institute, said the amount
was $2.4 million. Many of its
scientists work in research labs in
NASA Ames Research Center in
Mountain View, which has been
shut down since mid-March, he
said in an email.
“For these scientists, the
inability to access labs means
the inability to do much of
their research, which in turn
impacts their income and the
indirect costs that support institute administrative and facilities
expenses,” Diamond wrote. “As

such, PPP funds have been used
to maintain these researchers on
full salary, where laboratory time
has been replaced by proposal
writing for new and continued
research.”
Diamond also said that the
loan funds allowed the institute
to continue to lease its headquarters in Mountain View. Without
the loan, he wrote, SETI would
have undertaken “significant
layoffs of both research and
administrative staff.
“In our case the PPP funds
precisely fulfilled the purpose
they were intended for,” he said,
adding that SETI expects to pay
back as much as 20% of the loan
that has not been used.
Other research groups also
benefited from the business
program. Institute of the Future,
a nonprofit based in downtown
Palo Alto, received between $1
million and $2 million, while
Palo Alto Veterans Institute for
Research got a loan between $2
million and $5 million. The Fogarty Institute, a medical research
hub located at El Camino Hospital, received between $150,000
and $350,000.
Local developers were also
on the receiving end of the
aid program. Spieker Companies, a property manager that
focuses on multifamily housing,
received between $1 million and
$2 million. Sand Hill Property
Company, a major commercial
and residential developer with
various properties in Stanford

Research Park, received a loan
of between $350,000 and $1 million, as did Hohbach-Lewin, an
engineering design firm.
In at least one local case, the
federal data was incorrect. It stated that the Silicon Valley Community Foundation received a
loan of between $2 million and
$5 million, but in a statement,
the foundation said that its loan
was $259,756 and was for the
nonprofit Raising A Reader. The
foundation offers administrative support to Raising A Reader, which provides literacy and
parental engagement programs.
The foundation applied for a loan
on Raising A Reader’s behalf.
In explaining the discrepancy,
the foundation stated that the
bank determined that it was
eligible for a loan of more than
$2 million, based on the foundation’s budget.
A full list of Midpeninsula beneficiaries of PPP loans can also
be viewed online at tinyurl.com/
midpen-ppp.
Menlo College, a private school
in Atherton, also received a loan
between $2 million and $5 million. The funds were used to
maintain its personnel, according to a representative from the
college.
“The pandemic is taking a
significant toll on the finances
of our school,” a Menlo College
spokesperson said in an email.
“The loan is therefore critical for

Almanac Staff Writer

I

n the wake of the national
conversation sparked by the
death of George Floyd — a
Black man killed while in police
custody in May — Atherton
police Chief Steve McCulley
gave a presentation to the City
Council at its July 1 meeting
about the police department’s
use-of-force policy.
Notably, McCulley said that
the Atherton Police Department has modified its policy for
using chokeholds and carotid
restraints — they are now only
to be used in cases when the
officer’s life is endangered.
Floyd’s death has focused
attention on police Officer Derek
Chauvin’s use of restraint during arrest — pressing a knee to

the back of Floyd’s neck for over
eight minutes, as well as keeping
Floyd lying on his stomach.
The change brings Atherton
Police Department into concordance with an executive
order from the Trump administration released in June, which
recommends banning chokeholds except in life-threatening
situations.
“The death of George Floyd
on May 25 of this year while in
police custody was tragic and
disturbing, especially to those of
us leaders in law enforcement,”
McCulley said. “My sincere
hope is that out of the tragedy
something positive occurs.”
McCulley said that Atherton
police have been amending policies for many years.
“Reform isn’t new,” he said. “In
September 2019, Gov. Newsom

by Monica Corman

I Can Live Anywhere Where Should I Choose?
Dear Monica: My office has
been closed since the Shelter
In Place began in March
and may not open again, at
least not as it was. This has
opened up the opportunity
for me to live wherever I
want while working from
home. What would be your
advice? Mark G.

good internet service. Decide
where you would like to live
and see if other things about
it fit your needs. If you have
school aged children this will
probably narrow your focus to
places that have good schools.
Decide too how long you think
you will want to live there. If
only for a few years before you
will need to resell, you should
Dear Mark: Many people factor this in as well.
are doing exactly what you While COVID has confined
describe. They are moving to us to our homes, it has also
further away places where they expanded where those homes
can work as long as they have can be.
Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

See LOAN, page 14

Atherton police revised chokehold
policy after George Floyd’s death
By Tyler Callister

REAL ESTATE Q&A

approved Senate Bill 230, which
provides the most stringent
deadly use of force law in the
country.”
McCulley said that the Atherton Police Department “has
developed a series of use-offorce principles to improve
community relations while balancing the safety of our officers
and the community we serve.”
“When it comes to force,
when it comes to de-escalation,
we always train using the least
amount of force necessary,” he
said.
McCulley described the tools
the department uses to monitor officers. “We were the first
agency in this county to have
body cameras ... I wear one. We
were also the first to use in-car

ZOOM
LIKE A PRO
Senior Planet’s free classes help
[QWWUG<QQOVQIGVƂVVCNMVQ
HCOKN[HTKGPFUEQPVKPWG[QWT
NGCTPKPIOQTG

www.seniorplanet.org/online

See POLICE, page 14
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members
say it best...

“

I admire and appreciate your excellent
work — always, but especially right
now. I’m forever a supporter ... Keep up
the great journalism!

”

- Christina D.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.

Subscribe now at AlmanacNews.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Please check directly with camps for updates and remote offerings.
For more information about these camps visit paloaltoonline.com/camp_connection. To advertise in this weekly directory, call (650) 326-8210.

ACADEMICS

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS

Early Learning
Institute

Palo Alto
Pleasanton

Improve your student’s writing skills this summer at Emerson
School of Palo Alto and Hacienda School of Pleasanton. Courses
this year are Expository Writing, Creative Writing and Presentation
Skills.

headsup.org

Emerson: (650) 424-1267
Hacienda: (925) 485-5750

Harker Summer Programs

San Jose

Castilleja Summer Camp
for Girls Palo Alto

Palo Alto

castilleja.org/summercamp

in Monterey Bay. SO MUCH FUN!

(650) 470-7833

Community School of Music

Mountain View

harker.org/summer

arts4all.org

dedicated faculty and staff who are experts at combining summer
fun and learning. Strong academics and inspiring enrichment

(408) 553-5737

i2 Camp at Castilleja School

Palo Alto

i2 Camp offers week-long immersion programs that engage
middle school girls in the fields of science, technology, engineering
and math (STEM). The fun and intimate hands-on activities
of the courses strive to excite and inspire participants about
STEM, creating enthusiasm that will hopefully spill over to their
schoolwork and school choices in future years.

Palo Alto
Monterey Bay

Fun and specialized Junior Camps for Mini (3-5), Beginner,

programs are offered in full day, partial and morning only sessions.

offer the perfect balance of learning and fun! Programs are led by

Kim Grant Tennis
Summer Camps

Castilleja Summer Camp for Girls Palo Alto Casti Camp offers
girls entering grades 2-6 a range of age-appropriate activities
including athletics, art, science, computers, writing, crafts, cooking,
drama and music classes each day along with weekly field trips.
Leadership program available for girls entering grades 7-9.

Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) Mountain View
50+ creative camps for grades K-12! Drawing, Painting, Ceramics,
Sculpture, Musical Theater, Summer Music Workshops and
more! One and two-week sessions; full and half-day enrollment.
Extended care from 8:30am-5:30pm. Financial aid offered.

The Harker School’s summer programs for children K - grade 12

ATHLETICS

Intermediate, Advanced, High Performance and Elite tennis
levels. Weekly programs designed by Kim Grant to improve
player technique, fitness, agility, mental toughness and all
around game. Weekly camps in Palo Alto and Sleep-Away Camps

KimGrantTennis.com

Text: (650) 690-0678
Call: (650) 752-8061

Nike Tennis Camps

Stanford University

Junior Overnight and Day Camps for boys & girls, ages 9-18 offered
throughout June, July and August. Adult Weekend Clinics (June &
Aug). Camps directed by Head Men’s Coach, Paul Goldstein, Head

(650) 917-6800 ext. 0

Women’s Coach, Lele Forood, and Associate Men’s and Women’s

Palo Alto

Coaches, Brandon Coupe and Frankie Brennan. Come join the fun

Let’s Go Crafting

Let’s Go Crafting’s Studio is where your child will have fun while
learning many different fiber related arts. We teach sewing,
knitting, crochet, weaving and jewelry making to children ages
8 to 15 years. AM or PM camps $275/week. Full day camps $550/
week. 5 student minimum for all sessions; 10 student maximum.

and get better this summer!

letsgocrafting.org

Run for Fun’s mission is to provide creative and engaging play for

(650) 814-4183

ussportscamps.com

(800) NIKE-CAMP
(800) 645-3226

Run for Fun Camps

Bay Area

all youth by getting kids active in an inclusive community centered

Palo Alto

around outdoor fun! We pride ourselves on hiring an enthusiastic,
highly trained staff who love what they do. Summer 2020 features

EXPLORE biomedical science at Stanford. Stanford EXPLORE

Camps at the OFJCC introduce your child to new experiences
while creating friendships in a fun and safe environment. We
work to build confidence, stretch imaginations and teach new
skills.

offers high school students the unique opportunity to learn from

paloaltojcc.org/Camps

castilleja.org/i2camp

(650) 470-7833

STANFORD EXPLORE: A Lecture Series
on Biomedical Research

Stanford

Stanford professors and graduate students about diverse topics
in biomedical science, including bioengineering, neurobiology,
immunology and many others.

explore.stanford.edu

explore-series@stanford.edu

Summer@Stratford

Palo Alto/Bay Area

Stratford infuses its STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Arts, and Math) curriculum into an innovative and enriching
summer camp experience. Younger campers learn, explore, and
engage in hands-on learning projects, while Elementary-age
students collaborate to tackle real-world problems by utilizing
academic principles and concepts in a fun and engaging way. At
the Middle School level, individual subject-based enrichment
classes are offered and tailored for each grade level.

stratfordschools.com/summer
pa@stratfordschools.com

(650) 493-1141

Palo Alto

Art, cooking, tinkering, yoga and mindfulness. We celebrate
multiple perspectives and recognize the many ways for our children
to interpret their world. Summer Unplugged! is appropriate for
ages 6-11 years. Located at Walter Hays School.

artandsoulpa.com

Palo Alto Community
Child Care (PACCC)

(650) 269-0423

(650) 223-8622

four weeks of Adventure Day Camp and two weeks of Overnight
Camp High Five. Adventure Day Camp is a new discovery every
day filled with sports, crafts and nature, including explorations to
Camp Jones Gulch, Capitola Beach, Foothills Park, Shoreline Lake
and Great America. Camp High Five is six days and five nights

Palo Alto

of traditional overnight camp mixed with challenge-by-choice

PACCC summer camps offer campers, grades 1st to 6th, a wide
variety of engaging opportunities. We are excited to announce
all of your returning favorites: Leaders in Training (L.I.T.), Camp
YOUnique, F.A.M.E. (Fine Arts, Music and Entertainment), J.V.
Sports, Operation: Chef and Chef Jr.! Periodic field trips, special
visitors and many engaging camp activities, songs and skits
round out the variety of offerings at PACCC Summer Camps.
Open to campers from all communities. Register online.

activities, campfires, friendships and lots of laughter.

paccc.org

swimming is offered for all camps. The camp is run by MVHS

(650) 493-2361

runforfuncamps.com/summer-camps-and-schoolholiday-camps/camp-overview
(650) 823-5167

Spartans Sports Camp

Mountain View

Spartans Sports Camp offers a wide variety of sports, performing
arts, and academic enrichment camps for kids entering grades
1-9. Experienced staff ensures everyone has fun. Daily on-site
coaches and student-athletes and all proceeds benefit the MVHS

ATHLETICS
Dance Connection Palo Alto

ARTS, CULTURE, OTHER CAMPS
Art and Soul Camp

Oshman Family JCC Camps

Athletic Department. Lunch and extended care are available for

Palo Alto

your convenience. Flexible cancellation policies.

Share the joy of dance with us! Our studio is an extended family
and a “home away from home” for our community of children
and teens. At Dance Connection, we value the positive energy
and atmosphere that we continuously strive to provide. Summer
Dance Camps include all styles of dance for ages 4 and up and
features our new “This is Me!” Empowerment Camp along with
Teen Jazz and Hip Hop Camps.

spartanssportscamp.com

(650) 479-5906

YMCA of Silicon Valley
Summer Camps

Silicon Valley

danceconnectionpaloalto.com/dance-connectionevent-calendar/summer-dance-camps
(650) 852-0418 or (650) 322-7032

your family. Sign up today, camps are filling up! Financial assistance

At the Y, children and teens of all abilities acquire new skills, make
friends, and feel that they belong. With hundreds of Summer Day
Camps plus Overnight Camps, you will find a camp that’s right for
is available.

ymcasv.org/summercamp

(408) 351-6473
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N E W S
FIRES
continued from page 5

dotting the landscape with bright
blue tarps and flapping sheets of
plastic.
Cars whizzed by on bustling
Bayfront Expressway to the
Dumbarton Bridge, down University Avenue and up Willow
Road on May 22 as firefighters
worked hotspots from a 10-acre
fire. A flock of geese poked their
heads up out of the reeds, watching intently as crews in yellow
vests doused the smoke with
hoses and a dozer cut fire breaks
to prevent future fires from
spreading quickly.
Offices and businesses at the
Menlo Business Park, just steps
away, abut the Triangle, and just
beyond them are homes. Black
scars across the land showed how
close the flames came to licking
the sides of the warehouses and
buildings.
Commuters stuck in traffic get
a ringside seat to the happenings
in the marsh, but few likely know
about the area’s protected status
and the pollution that seeps into
the ground or that mingles with
rainwater during winter storms
and is carried away into San
Francisco Bay. Pumps drain the
area to keep it from flooding the
business park — a concession
after a long legal battle to protect
the park from flooding during
the storms.
The pollution being generated
at the Triangle is a direct violation
of the federal Clean Water Act,
which prohibits so-called nonpoint source pollution — pollution that can enter waterways and
storm drains from non-industrial
sources where the point of discharge is more diffuse and not
from a specific source such as a
business.
But who takes responsibility
for the mess and environmental
degradation — and the safety of
the homeless, whom fire officials
fear could be injured or killed in
a fast-moving fire?
Menlo Park fire Chief Harold
Schapelhouman has been trying
to get answers. The property is
a patchwork of ownership and
easements, among them San
Mateo County Transportation
Authority (SamTrans), the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Pacific Gas
& Electric, Facebook and the

LEHUA GREENMAN

"America
is a tune.
It must
be sung
together."
650.245.1845

Kavanaugh-O’Brien tract.
The numbers of fires has been
rising over the past few years,
according to a May report from
the fire district on the “Encampment Area on Bayfront from Willow, to University Ave.” In 2017,
the area had four fires. There
were 19 blazes in 2018 and 31 in
2019.
About six weeks ago, Menlo
Park Mayor Cecilia Taylor convened a subcommittee to address
the issue after the May 22 blaze
threatened nearby commercial
structures. Finding solutions isn’t
easy, however. The Triangle and
its homeless encampments are a
thorny issue, said leaders of environmental groups.
The welfare of wildlife and the
health of Baylands ecosystems
is pitted against the very real
human needs of people who
have become homeless mainly
due to a lack of affordable and
low-income housing, health and
mental health issues. As one environmental advocate put it, no one
wants to simply kick the homeless
out with no place for them to go.
Yet, their continued presence is
compromising the health of the
estuary and violating federal law.
The site is not only within the
boundary of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s wildlife recovery for the protected salt marsh
harvest mouse and the California
(Ridgway’s) clapper rail, it is also
adjacent to the Don Edwards San
Francisco Bay National Wildlife
Refuge. The Triangle’s wetlands,
now mostly dry, are fed by the
Ravenswood Slough, which is
connected to San Francisco Bay
and adjacent wetlands areas.
Rhonda Coffman, Menlo Park
deputy community development
director, said in an email that
public agencies such as Caltrans
and SamTrans are responsible for
Clean Water Act compliance.
“If we have information about
encampments occurring on private property, we can investigate
this further in regard to the monitoring (of) nonpoint source pollution or potential Clean Water
Act violations,” she said.
Caltrans is the largest property
owner. The agency purchased
about 47 acres in the Triangle
for about $350,000 as part of 200
acres of wetlands on both sides
of the bay for constructing the
Dumbarton Bridge. The purchase was to offset loss of wetlands and tidal marsh taken for
the bridge approaches, according
to a 1988 mitigation report analysis of San Francisco Bay tideland
restoration projects by the San
Francisco Bay Conservation and
Development Commission.
Caltrans further noted its
responsibility last week.
“It, in part, compensates and
provides habitat in perpetuity for
the salt marsh harvest mouse and
other various animals that would
use the habitat,” Caltrans District
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4 said in an email through spokesman Alejandro Lopez.
As for what Caltrans is doing to
protect its property from human
habitation, fire, ecosystem degradation and nonpoint source
pollution, Lopez said the site is not
being cleaned during the coronavirus pandemic so that Caltrans’
workers are not put in danger.
He did not respond to followup questions about why Caltrans
allowed the encampments on its
property far prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, nor did Caltrans
respond to a question regarding
department’s requirements for
cleanup under the Clean Water
Act and compliance with the
Statewide Storm Water Permit
and Waste Discharge requirements. The statewide 2015-19
Trash Provisions of the Water
Quality Control Plan for Inland
Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays,
and Estuaries of California sets
forth requirements for Caltrans
to prevent significant trash discharge that could impact waterways through storm runoff.
On Feb. 13, 2019, the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality
Control Board voted unanimously to approve a “cease and desist”
order against Caltrans to speed
up trash removal through the
year 2026 from 8,800 identified
acres or face $25,000-a-day fines.
Caltrans must also address trash
in its other locations, identified
by visual assessments to be conducted through 2030, according
to the order. It’s not clear if the
Triangle is among the identified
acreage.
In a January 2019 letter to
the San Francisco Bay Regional
Quality Control Board regarding
the order, environmental advocates San Francisco Baykeeper
noted the reticence of public
enforcement agencies to clash
with social welfare issues:
“There is currently little incentive for Caltrans to enhance lines
of communication with local governments or social service providers, let alone conduct cleanups
of active homeless encampments
— and local communities refuse
to patrol or enforce illegal camping on Caltrans ROWs due to
real or perceived lack of jurisdiction. In cities with the most acute
homeless crises, Caltrans ROWs
and urban creeks have become
de-facto homeless shelters,” the
letter states.
“Unfortunately, homelessness
lies at the heart of some of the
most serious water quality issues
in our region. If the Water Board
is serious about trash management, and restoring or reducing
harm to urban creeks, permits
must require greater action to
compel enforcement of existing
laws related to illegal camping
and dumping, while increasing the availability of social
services and coordination with
providers.”

Keith Lichten, division chief
for the Regional Water Quality
Control Board’s watershed management division, said the agency
issues water-discharge permits
that require trash control. The
permits allow municipalities,
industries and agencies to drain
water through storm drains and
pumping during rains or the
course of their operations. The
permits give the control board
leverage for the permitees to
manage their trash and hazardous waste.
When it comes to addressing
homeless populations, the water
board is looking to collaborate
with agencies and city staff.
Lichten said his agency is working collaboratively with Menlo
Park to address the issue. The
problem is not isolated to Menlo
Park but stretches throughout the
Bay Area, he said. Some cities are
taking creative approaches.
“The city of Oakland looked
at a combination of leased land,
Caltrans property and the Kaiser Convention Center to create
community cabins,” he said. The
city offers limited services such
as portable toilets and washing
stations and works with nonprofit
organizations to provide services.
East Palo Alto has addressed
one aspect of homelessness by
using a municipal location for a
“safe parking” program where
people in recreational vehicles
receive vouchers to discharge
their waste tanks at a legitimate
station, and have access to portable toilets, showers and social
service programs to find housing
and address other needs. The program helped reduce thousands of
gallons of waste and trash from
the street and storm drain.
In Menlo Park, Coffman said
a coordinated homeless outreach
has been ongoing by multiple

agencies and is conducted several
times each week with the goal of
connecting them to support services and resources to get them
into stable housing.
Taylor, Menlo Park’s mayor,
said the new subcommittee on
the Triangle includes herself,
Councilman Ray Mueller, city
staff, Caltrans, the California
Highway Patrol, the Menlo Park
Fire Protection District and nonprofit service providers, including
the county Public Health Department, Ravenswood Family Clinic,
Project WeHope, LifeMoves and
pastors from local churches.
On Monday, the subcommittee
met to discuss ways to protect the
environment and the health and
safety of the encampment dwellers. Members hope to streamline communication regarding
dangerous situations so that first
responders and firefighters can
gain easy access. Potentially, they
might add amenities such as wash
stations and portable toilets as
short-term solutions, she said.
“My goal is to have no one living there at the end of the year.
Where they would live is a big
question,” Taylor said in a phone
interview on Tuesday.
Schapelhouman, who said he
is always concerned about the
safety of the encampment dwellers and surrounding community,
said on Tuesday that he is pleased
with the direction the new subcommittee is taking.
“There are more resources
dedicated to this than anything
I’ve ever seen. But what does that
translate to? At some point talk
needs to stop and action needs to
take over,” he said. “At the end of
the day, it’s a fire risk; it’s a lifesafety risk.” A
Email Sue Dremann at
sdremann@paweekly.com

TEACHERS

district has released general
plans for the hybrid model in
the fall, details about specific
safety measures in the classroom haven’t been released.
For now, Streshly’s letter said
that the hybrid plan only applies
to the fall semester, and that
it could change depending on
local health orders.
“While we are looking forward
to seeing our students on campus in the fall, it is important to
remember that our current plans
may change in the event our
county issues new health directives, as SUHSD is required to
adhere to updated orders,” she
said. “We understand that lastminute changes in plans can
cause upset and other difficulties, and we commit to sending
out a community update by
August 1, 2020 to confirm our
targeted schedule of August 17
for starting school.” A
Email Tyler Callister at
tcallister@almanacnews.com

continued from page 5

putting kids together in a room.”
Day also said she has concerns
about the logistics of teaching
in-person classes under restrictive safety measures to prevent
spreading the virus.
“Following the CDC guidelines, we can’t share equipment.
We can’t do labs. We won’t be
able to use any equipment —
that’s the whole reason to come
to a science class,” she said. “The
class is not going to look at all
the way it used to look.”
Caren McDonald, who teaches
English at the district’s East Palo
Alto Academy, said she opposes
returning to campus in the fall
because of COVID-19 health
risks.
“I love my students and I love
my school,” she said. “But I
think it’s just too unsafe at this
time.”
Salvatore said that while the

N E W S

Menlo Park triathlete and coffee entrepreneur to run for City Council
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

M

ax Fennell has made
a name for himself as
a triathlete and entrepreneur living in Menlo Park.
Now he’s planning to run for the
City Council’s District 3 seat on
a platform aimed at lowering the
cost of living.
He’s the entrepreneur behind
Fenn Coffee, a small batch coffee roasting company that sells
beans in several local markets,
including at Delucchi’s in Redwood City, Bianchini’s in Portola Valley, the Willows Market on
Middlefield Road in Menlo Park
and the Market at Edgewood in
Palo Alto.
He’s also a professional triathlete who made headlines as
a “defender” on LeBron James’
TV show competition, “Million
Dollar Mile,” and was identified
in 2017 by the New York Times
as the only African American
triathlete competing as a pro.
Fennell said he decided to run
for office after experiencing a
series of frustrations within the
community. He’s come to know
his district well, running and
cycling through its streets as he
trains for triathlons and Spartan
obstacle races, he said.
District 3 stretches from Crane
Street downtown to Coleman
Avenue and from San Francisquito Creek and Willow Road
to the Atherton border in the
TAX
continued from page 5

commercial properties valued at
less than $250,000, according to
the report.
But implementing the initiative would also create new
costs, assessors say. For decades,
California, unlike other states,
has not required assessors to
regularly evaluate the market
value of all commercial properties, and creating the capacity to
do so would require staffing up
and expanding training.
An independent review by
Capitol Matrix Consultants
found that, if the initiative
passes, it could cost California counties an additional
$380 million to $470 million
annually during the first five
to 10 years and require the
creation of 900 new positions
statewide.
Church said that his
office is still analyzing the

Felton Gables neighborhood. Of
Menlo Park’s five districts, it has
the highest proportion of residents over 16 who are employed,
at 67%. Fifty-two percent of the
district’s households rent their
homes, and it is the only district
in Menlo Park where a majority
— 51% — of the housing supply
is multifamily housing rather
than single-family.
Other candidates who plan to
run for City Council this year
are Jennifer Wolosin, founder
of Parents for Safe Routes, who
has announced she plans to
run for the District 3 seat, and
incumbent Ray Mueller, who
has announced he plans to run
for the District 5 seat.
Rent policies

Implementing citywide rent
control would be his first policy
priority, Fennell said.
He said he knows what struggling over the cost of living is
like here.
“I’m not living in a $5 million
house and guessing,” he said. “I
feel this, I see it, and it’s bothering me.”
As a renter, he said, the cost of
living is frustrating, for him and
his peers. He’s 32 and his friends
still talk about buying a van to
live in or moving out of town
because it’s so expensive here.
The high cost of living shapes
who can live in the community, he said. At his apartment

this rent. I don’t understand why
you wouldn’t. I don’t think we
should be forced to do that.”
“Why are landlords not stepping up to the plate and lowering
people’s rent?” he continued. He
added that he’d favor rent set on
average at $2,000 per month.
Other policy ideas

Magali Gauthier

Max Fennell is running for
Menlo Park City Council on a
platform of rent control, police
reform and enlivening the
downtown.

complex, he’s the only Black guy,
and since the pandemic started,
he’s seen three moving trucks
parked in front of his neighbors’
apartments.
The pandemic is putting steep
pressures on renters, and the
reasons to stay may be diminishing for some.
Residents are looking at a fall
of “glorified house arrest” while
paying costly rent, and many are
able to work remotely, he said.
“You can go move to another
state right now and pay half of

Fennell said he would also
favor reallocating police funding to social service community programs and instituting
a monthly mandatory training
for police officers. The training
would involve contemporary
case studies of people being
unjustly killed by police, and if
officers don’t pass, they’d have
to undergo additional training.
As a Black resident of Menlo
Park, he said, he’s been pulled
over five times since moving
into the city in 2017. Twice, he
was on a bike.
About 1 in 1,000 Black men
can expect to be killed by police,
Fennell said, a statistic reported in 2019 research from the
National Academy of Sciences.
“That’s just extremely scary to
think about,” he said.
He said he’d like to see the
police engage more in the community. All residents should

know five police officers by
name.
Neighbors should talk to each
other more too, he said.
Another priority for him
would be to enliven downtown
life. He’s in the market for a
retail location for his coffee
shop, but the realities of what’s
profitable with high commercial
rent is a significant challenge for
restaurants and people in the
food industry, he said.
High rents mean restaurants
need a large number of visitors spending a fair amount of
money with each visit to break
even, let alone profit. The city
should take on extra barriers or
costs and make it easier for restaurants to offer outdoor dining
right now, he said.
His larger priority when it
comes to rent policy is to work
toward immediate economic
relief, figuring out how to make
the community affordable now
rather than wait for new housing
to be built.
“Someone needs to step up to
the plate, and I’m willing to do
it, and give it 110%,” he said. “I’ll
speak the truth and be loud
about it. I’ll fight for what I
believe in — whatever has to be
done to get the cost of living
down.” A

administrative burdens of the
initiative, since it would create
additional work for the assessor’s office, roughly quadrupling the number of properties
it currently assesses per year
to about 4,600 annually from
roughly 1,100 per year. This
would require the county to hire
more senior appraisers and staff
members, and senior appraisers
are hard to find in the current
job market, he said.
For Santa Clara County, that
number would increase about
twelvefold, according to a white
paper report by the California
Assessors’ Association.
Among the top donors to the
committee supporting the
November proposition are the
California Teachers Association,
the SEIU California State Council and the Chan Zuckerberg
Initiative’s advocacy arm. A
Email Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com
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N E W S
LOAN
continued from page 7

us to continue educating our students. ... We are grateful to have
access to these funds.”
Embarcadero Media, the parent company of The Almanac,
Palo Alto Weekly and Mountain
View Voice, received a loan of
$675,000.
The program also assisted
numerous local restaurants, big
and small. The British Banker’s
Club in Menlo Park received a
loan of between $2 million and
$5 million, while Asian Box,
which has locations at the Town

& Country Village in Palo Alto
and on Castro Street in Mountain View, received between $1
million and $2 million.
Three companies sharing the
same P.O. box in Palo Alto and
headed by Conrad Freeman,
who owns 16 McDonald’s franchises along the Midpeninsula,
also benefited from the federal
program: Con-Lee Restaurants,
named after Conrad and his wife,
Lee Ann Freeman, got a loan
of between $2 million and $5
million; Freeman Management
received $150,000 to $350,000;
and Con & Con Inc. received
$350,000 to $1 million.

Palo Alto restaurants Fuki
Sushi, Sundance Steakhouse and
Protégé all received between
$350,000 to $1 million each, and
Jin Sho, Café Pro Bono and Taro
each got between $150,000 to
$350,000.
According to the Treasury
Department, the data covers
nearly 75% of the loan dollars
approved under the $660 billion program that federal lawmakers approved in March in
response to the fallout from the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
ensuing economic shutdown. It
only provides names of companies that have received loans of

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
PLANNING COMMISSION

July 15, 2020

6:00 PM

This meeting is compliant with the Governor’s Executive Order N-25-20 issued on March 4, 2020,
allowing for deviation of teleconference rules required by the Brown Act. The purpose of this is
to provide the safest environment for staff and the public while allowing for public participation.
The meeting will be held by teleconferencing. The public may participate via Zoom meeting.
PLANNING COMMISSIONERS PARTICIPATING BY TELECONFERENCE: BILDNER,
DARE, ELFISHAWY, KUTAY, LONDON, VOELKE, AND WALL

Join Zoom Meeting:
One tap mobile
+ 16699006833,,84234936088# US (San Jose)
+12532158782,,84234936088# US (Tacoma)
Dial by your location
+ 1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 842 3493 6088
Weblink:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84234936088
Remote Public Comments:
Meeting participants are encouraged to submit
public comments in writing in advance of
the meeting. The following email will be
monitored during the meeting and public
comments received will be read into the record.
Email: sharper@woodsidetown.org

PUBLIC HEARING
2. David and Kim Park
2150 Stockbridge Avenue

ASRB2020-0005;GRAD2020-0001; XMAX2020-0003
Planner: Sarah Filipe, Associate Planner

Presentation and consideration of a proposal, requiring Formal Design Review, to demolish an
existing one-story single-family residence and two sheds; and, to construct a new two-story singlefamily residence, basement, vehicular tunnel, and other site improvements. The project requires a
Maximum Residence Size Exception and a Grading Exception for grading cuts exceeding eight feet.
3. Matthew Van Der Staay
145 Old La Honda Road Planner:

ASRB2019-0033; VARI2020-0002; VARI2020-0003
Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

Presentation and consideration of a proposal, requiring Formal Design Review, to construct a
remodel/addition (up to a complete demolition/rebuild) to an existing single-family residence,
new swimming pool, and other site improvements. The project requires a Variance to setback
requirements for the proposed pool location and building remodel, and a Variance to the height
requirement to revise a shed roof to a gable roof that currently exceeds the maximum height.
4. Cal Water
Partition Road (APN 072-093-070)

CUSE2020-0006; VARI2020-0004
Planner: Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

Presentation and approval, conditional approval, or denial of a Conditional Use Permit to install an
emergency generator and associated site improvements (grading, vegetation removal, ancillary equipment,
etc.). The project requires a Variance to allow the equipment within the required 50-foot setbacks.
5. Town of Woodside
Town Wide

ZOAM2018-0005
Planner: Jackie Young, Planning Director

Study Session to discuss Zoning Code amendment related to Natural State, which include; removing
Natural State requirements from undeveloped lots that are 1-acre or less in size; creating a Natural
6WDWHUHFODPDWLRQSURFHVVDQGFRGLI\LQJDGHÀQLWLRQIRU´1DWXUDO6WDWHµ
THE APPLICATION MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW BY CONTACTING
SAGE SCHAAN, PRINCIPAL PLANNER; AT SSCHAAN@WOODSIDETOWN.ORG OR
SARAH FILIPE, ASSOCIATE PLANNER AT SFILIPE@WOODSIDETOWN.ORG
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greater than $150,000, according
to the department’s news release.
The nationwide organization
Small Business Majority released
a statement Monday saying that
serious questions remain about
how well the federal relief has
served the “smallest, most vulnerable businesses” during the
coronavirus pandemic, and that
some struggling businesses have
received a pittance through the
PPP. It noted that in California,
more than 2,500 small businesses received less than $1,000,
including some receiving as little
as $1.
“Underfunding has been a
pervasive problem for borrowers
since PPP launched,” according
to the group. “About one in every
four small businesses in our
network have reported receiving

a lower loan than what they
requested. Many business owners received no explanation for
why they did not receive the full
loan amount, while others were
told to accept less than what they
would qualify for to move things
through the process quickly.”
The majority of the most generous loans were approved in the
early days of the federal relief
program — either in April or
early May — while the bulk of the
smaller loans were dolled out in
May and June. The first few
weeks of the PPP were marked
with frustration among small
business organizations who felt
that well-resourced companies
had an edge, and that banks were
either unhelpful or unprepared to
handle an onslaught of loan
applications. A

CRIME BRIEFS

“completely swollen shut,”
according to Capt./Paramedic
Chris Dennebaum.
The man was taken to Stanford Hospital for further
treatment.
An uptick in the use of fireworks was reported throughout
the Midpeninsula over the last
couple of months. City council
members and chiefs of police
and fire departments from Palo
Alto, Menlo Park and East Palo
Alto met to discuss the issue on
June 29.
Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman said in Wednesday’s
press release that local fireworks activity this year was
“the worst I’ve ever seen it” in
his 40 years with the district.
“Clearly a lot of people
seemed to just not care,” he
said. “That said, I am grateful that the number of actual
fire and medical incidents was
amazingly small compared
to the number of illegal fireworks being used, especially
the ground mortars being used
for aerial shows all over the city
of East Palo Alto and in some
areas of Menlo Park, like Belle
Haven and unincorporated
county areas like North Fair
Oaks.”
—Julia Brown

continued from page 6

release issued Wednesday. The
blaze was brought under control by 8:03 p.m.
Fire Marshal Jon Johnston
noted that used and unused
fireworks were all around the
structure. Although the occupants asserted that fireworks
were not a factor, no other
cause could be found, and the
origin of the fire appeared to be
a small burn hole through the
roof, according to the district.
The garage had been converted into a living space without permits, and one family
member was displaced. The
estimated structural loss was
$30,000, with an additional
$10,000 for contents.
Earlier in the week, Menlo
firefighters treated a 20-yearold man in North Fair Oaks
who suffered lacerations and
burns to his face and hand
after a glass bottle with illegal
fireworks inside of it blew up
in front of a building July 2,
according to a press release
from the district.
Firefighters arrived at 11:05
p.m. in the 2900 block of
Calvin Avenue and found the
injured man, whose eye had
POLICE
continued from page 7

video,” he said.
The police chief reviewed five
years’ worth — 2014-19 — of
Atherton Police Department
statistics. Data kept by the
department shows 55,000 calls
for service and 300 arrests. “In
those five years, there were no
uses of force by our officers,” he
said. “That’s almost unheard of.”
During that time, there were
six citizen complaints about
officers, but all cases were
determined to be unfounded or
the officer was exonerated. The

last officer-involved shooting
was in 1979, McCulley said.
In a staff report, McCulley
explained the department’s vetting of newly hired officers.
“Our officers are selected after a
rigorous hiring process which
involves a comprehensive background check as well as an
intensive psychological examination,” he wrote. “Once hired,
our officers are periodically
trained and tested in use of force
policy knowledge as well as their
ability to use force techniques in
a lawful, competent manner.” A
Email Tyler Calliser at
tcallister@almanacnews.com

N E W S
DINING
continued from page 1

For Melody Mitchell, a head waiter
who’s worked for Bacchus Management
Group for 19 years, the biggest change is
the black mask she must wear throughout
dinner service. She has to smile with her
eyes and talk clearly and slowly to diners.
“Health and sanitation is the new hospitality,” she said.
The Village Pub front-of-house staff is
on the front lines, forced into a new role
of explaining and enforcing constantly
shifting health regulations. They said
they’re constantly reminding diners who
forget to put their mask on when they
arrive or go to the bathroom — most of
whom comply respectfully, but some,
less so. The restaurant has extra masks
for any diners who arrive without one.
On Monday evening, two parties who
had mistakenly made indoor reservations refused to be seated inside. One
man, out for his first restaurant meal
since the shutdown started, was shocked
that The Village Pub’s dining room was
open and said he thought indoor dining
was still prohibited throughout California. (San Mateo County allowed restaurants to reopen dining rooms in June,
though neighboring counties haven’t
yet.)
The staff quickly set a makeshift table
outside the front door for the man and
his two dining companions. The other
party decided to leave, telling the general
manager that their “assumption” was
that only outdoor dining was allowed.
Customers have been more “casual”
CORONAVIRUS
continued from page 5

State approves Santa Clara
County’s reopening plan

After an initial setback, Santa Clara
County received the go-ahead from
the state on Monday night for its plan
to reopen the economy and allow hair
salons and gyms to resume operations
on July 13.
The variance attestation, which the
state Department of Public Health
posted on its website July 6, is a
requirement for counties that want to
reopen their economies more quickly
than allowed under the state’s shelterin-place order. The variance will
allow the county to move ahead with
the health order that county Health
Officer Dr. Sara Cody issued on July 2,
allowing hair salons, gyms and other
businesses to reopen on July 13.
The July 2 order also includes a set
of rules that all businesses must follow
during the pandemic. These include
allowing telework when possible, shifting operations outdoors and imposing
density restrictions, with no more than
one employee per 250 square feet of
gross floor area.
California sues over relief funds for
schools

California Attorney General Xavier
Becerra on Tuesday announced a multistate lawsuit against President Donald Trump’s administration, accusing U.S. Department of Education

Magali Gauthier

Kitchen staff wears masks and gloves
while preparing food at The Village Pub in
Woodside on July 6.

Magali Gauthier

A masked server brings out plates of food to customers eating at The Village Pub’s
new outdoor patio, which cost $50,000 to construct.

than the restaurant staff when it comes
to health restrictions, Stannard said.
Many are eager for a return to dining
normalcy. But Stannard said that’s the
right balance in the service industry,
adding: “I’d rather have us be stringent
and conservative.”
Inside the kitchen, a line of maskedand-gloved cooks prepped green beans,
piped gougères and threw hamburger
patties on the open-fire grill for a takeout
order. Stannard and Chef de Cuisine Jake
Burkhardt briefly pulled their masks
down to taste a new vegan dish, using
disposable, single-use plastic spoons.
The Village Pub cut the kitchen staff

in half to allow for social distancing —
which in reality is nearly impossible as
servers come in and out to grab plated
dishes or to drop finished plates off for
the dishwasher, who wore a face shield as
well as a mask.
The pandemic forced a major shift for
The Village Pub, an upscale restaurant
that places high value on the experience
of dining in, into takeout. Pre-coronavirus, to-go orders generated less than
2% of sales for the restaurant, Stannard
said. Now, delivery accounts for about
30% of sales — a number that’s held since
the restaurant reopened for indoor and
outdoor dining.

How does a restaurant translate the
Michelin-starred experience into takeout? The Village Pub sends to-go orders
out with amuse bouche (the complimentary small dishes you’d get at the
start of a meal in person) and plating
instructions for every dish, as detailed
as spooning saffron risotto into an oval
shape onto a plate before topping it with
sorrel-roasted chicken.
On Monday evening at The Village
Pub, the sun set over the foothills and
string lights turned on over the picturesque outdoor patio. One couple lingered
at an outdoor table for nearly three
hours, celebrating a birthday. Throughout the night, unmasked diners enjoyed
plates of truffle-topped tagliatelle and
lobster thermidor as the wheels of the
restaurant’s new system turned smoothly, invisible to them. A
Email Elena Kadvany at
ekadvany@paweekly.com

Secretary Betsy DeVos of preventing
COVID-19 pandemic relief funding
from being dispersed to K-12 public
schools.
Becerra argued that DeVos flouted
Congress’ intent in the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act, which included $13.2 billion for
K-12 schools across the country, about
$1.5 billion of which was intended for
California public schools.
The CARES Act required educational funding to be dispersed in accordance with Title I of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965,
ensuring that schools with low-income
students would not be passed over.
The lawsuit argues that the Department of Education’s interim final rule
mandating that private schools are
eligible for pandemic relief funds based
on the total population they serve
rather than income is antithetical to
the CARES Act’s Title I requirement.
Comprehensive COVID-19
coverage

View interactive charts tracking the
spread of the coronavirus in San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties online at
paloaltoonline.atavist.com/trackingthe-coronavirus. Find a comprehensive
collection of coverage on the Midpeninsula’s response to the new coronavirus by The Almanac and its sister
publications, Palo Alto Online, and the
Mountain View Voice, at tinyurl.com/
c19-Almanac. A
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Artscene

P E O P L E A N D P E R F O R M A N C E S I N A R T S A N D E N T E R TA I N M E N T

Courtesy The Pear Theatre

Juliet Green (left) plays a bride-to-be hoping to learn wedding-cake tips from Betsy Kruse Craig’s vlogger character in this screenshot from a “Take the Cake” episode of Pear
Theatre’s “This Street and The Next.”
By Karla Kane

T

heater companies have
been hit especially hard
by COVID-19, with much
programming truncated, postponed, or canceled altogether.
Mountain View’s Pear Theatre,
though, has an in-house secret
weapon: The Pear Playwrights
Guild.
Thanks to the active group of
writers creating original content,
and the enthusiasm and experience of new Artistic Director
Sinjin Jones, the Pear has come up
with a new, innovative production
to, as Gov. Gavin Newsom might
put it, “meet the moment.”
“This Street and The Next,”
streaming online through at least
late July, is what the Pear describes
as a “choose your own adventure,
hybrid theater piece.” Made up of
vignettes written by members of
the Playwrights Guild, inspired
by the current COVID-19 crisis
and all the chaos of spring and
summer 2020, the show is a series
of short videos which have a suggested viewing order but can be
switched up, according to the
viewers’ preferences.
“Now is a more important
time than ever to be giving art
to people,” Jones said in a recent
interview. “And necessity breeds
ingenuity.”
Once it became clear that the
Pear would not be able to do its
planned June production of the
musical “Side by Side,” Jones
turned to the Playwrights Guild
to come up with something different: A filmed, digital series
of interwoven tales inspired
and informed by the present

Pear’s ‘hybrid theater piece’
reflects on relationships
and current events
reality. Seven writers and Jones,
along with the cast members,
launched very quickly into a sixweek devising process, coming
up with stories and characters
that are “responsive to the COVID-19 situation but really speak
to the strength of the human
spirit,” Jones said.
With his background in devised
theater (the method by which
theater is created collectively) as
well as independent film, Jones
took charge of proposing a basic
structure, directed the pieces and
served as editor of the project
that turned out to be “many small

Courtesy The Pear Theatre

Derek Bernard is one of the
musical co-writers of “This Street
and The Next.”
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stories that explore this idea of
what relationships mean, and the
value of those who are closest to
us in a time of need,” he said.
The tales in “This Street and
The Next” represent a variety
of perspectives, from a woman
determined to hold her dream
wedding (quarantine be damned),
to a couple trying to have a first
date via Zoom, to a monologue
from Mother Nature herself and
a surprisingly poignant narrative
from an adopted shelter cat.
Playwright Leah Halper worked
on the “Take the Cake” storyline, about a woman (played by
former Pear Artistic Director
and frequent star Betsy Kruse
Craig) who becomes a successful food vlogger during the
pandemic, at the expense of her
relationship with her husband.
Halper worked in collaboration
with Kruse Craig and Jones to
develop the character and plot,
taking inspiration from Kruse
Craig’s own kitchen (and dog)
and using her relationship to
food and cooking to help inform
her writing.
“You can work your whole
life as a playwright and not
get a chance to work on a
devised play,” Halper mused. “I
totally jumped at this chance.

It’s maybe a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to work with other
playwrights, this incredibly talented director and to involve the
actors in really interesting ways.
How could you pass it up?”
While the creation of the show
was in progress, George Floyd
was killed by police and Black
Lives Matter protests erupted
across the country.
“As a person of color myself, it
was important to me to in some
ways address that,” Jones said.
“In a couple of the pieces there
are some acknowledgments that
those current events really shake
up the story.”
Halper and Jones decided to
have Kruse Craig’s character
undergo some hard realizations
about her own white privilege.
“My vlogger had to confront the
reality of this movement and the
way in which her every day wasn’t
going to be able to go forward
with her ignoring it,” Halper said.
Halper appreciates the increased
amount of space Jones has given
to the Playwrights Guild, and the
way he’s leading the Pear thus far.
“He really sees the writers
as integral to the Pear. That
makes the Pear a more interesting place,” she said. “The really
big theaters are closed; it’s the

smaller ones that have been so
creative. I think he’s doing an
amazing job.”
Because the summer production was originally planned to
be a musical, Jones still felt it
was important to include music
in “This Street and The Next.”
Keeping with the DIY ethos,
musicians Derek Bernard and
Drew Weber were tapped to create an original soundtrack.
Bernard, a San Franciscobased musician and voice/guitar/ukulele teacher, said he has
some experience in improv,
including coming up with musicals on the spot, but has never
done something quite like this,
so he saw the Pear project as a
fun challenge.

Courtesy The Pear Theatre

Amy Marie Haven stars in
the “#Roadtrip” episode of the
Pear Theatre’s “This Street and
The Next.”

He and Weber let the music
evolve naturally, as befitting a
devised piece, with some vignettes
boasting full songs and others
incidental music, revising as the
show and its themes took shape.
One of the most memorable
vignettes is “#Roadtrip,” in which
an Instagrammer, played by Amy

A R T S C E N E

Marie Haven, drives across the
country and records new songs
she’s written in response to her
travels. “It’s not really a ‘musical,’”
per se, but music suffuses the
thing,” Bernard said.
The project is an ambitious next
step up from the theater company’s last venture, which was to
film and stream the annual “Pear
Slices” production of original oneacts from the Playwrights Guild.
The technical results, including
trying to use Zoom backgrounds
as set design, were mixed.
“We learned a lot from ‘Pear
Slices’ in terms of what works and
what doesn’t,” Jones said, noting
that while the ‘Slices’ were written
with live staging in mind, everything about “This Street and The
Next” was deliberately planned to
utilize shelter-in-place conditions.
Jones said that he doesn’t expect
the Pear to be back doing fully live
performances before January, and
that the health and safety of both
patrons and performers is most
important. With that in mind,
he and his team will be considering more fully digital content, as
well as filming live performances
with tiny-to-no audiences, then
streaming the recording.
While “tech never quite works
exactly the way it should,” Jones
said with a laugh, “I am really
excited to deliver something to
the Pear audience that is new
and unique, simple but beautiful,
about the huge scope of experiences people might have.”
“This Street and The Next”
runs through July 26. $15 ($30 to
access backstage pass special
materials and behind-the-scenes
extras). More information at
thepear.org. A
Email Karla Kane at kkane@
almanacnews.com
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AmiCare
SERVICES INCORPORATED

Quality and affordable
caregiving services
right at the comfort of
your home.

Cottage for Rent
Quiet 1 bedroom 1 bath
cottage in College Terrace,
Palo Alto. Walking distance to
Stanford University. $3350/
month; Call (650) 387-3350.

CALL FOR
A FREE NURSE
ASSESSMENT

Sign up today at
AlmanacNews.com/
express

(650) 709-8900

Public Notices

Courtesy Christopher Ash

TheatreWorks offers streaming access to “Hershey Felder:
Beethoven,” performed live in Italy on July 12.

The Almanac is adjudicated
to publish in San Mateo County.

Hershey Felder livestreams ‘Beethoven’ from Italy
Pianist, writer and performer — and longtime TheatreWorks
Silicon Valley favorite — Hershey Felder will livestream a performance of his one-man show “Hershey Felder: Beethoven” on
Sunday, July 12, at 5 p.m.
Performed live from Florence, Italy, the show takes the point
of view of a Viennese doctor who knew the maestro. The show’s
2017 world premiere still holds TheatreWorks’ box-office record.
Viewers can watch the show live and access a recording for an
additional 72 hours. Tickets are $55 and and 50% of each ticket
purchased through theatreworks.org/hersheybeethoven benefits
TheatreWorks. Felder pledged to donate a portion of the proceeds
to the Penumbra Theatre Company in St. Paul, Minnesota, to
support the work of Black artists.
After the performance, Felder will announce the finalists and
winner of the Hershey Felder Presents Arts Prize Competition,
in honor of Beethoven’s 250th birth year, according to a press
release. A $25,000 prize will be awarded to one of five artist
finalists submitting “anything Beethoven” as inspiration for their
video presentation, the release states, and viewers will be able to
vote to choose the winner.
More information is available at hersheyfelder.net.
—Karla Kane
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Let us take the stress of running errands off your plate.
We have a large team of caregivers ready to travel
throughout the Bay Area.

CI-GO Offers:
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cporter2@farmersagent.com

Grocery
shopping

Dry
Cleaning

Medication
Pick Ups

Mail
Services

at AlmanacNews.com/
express

CareIndeed
The Heart of Home Care.

ERRANDS TO RUN?
LEAN ON US!
All Your Essentials Delivered
Safely to Your Front Door

Our top priority is the safety of you, your loved ones,
and our community. We’re Here to Help!
Call us today at (650) 352-4007 or
intake@careindeed.com to ﬁnd out more
about our program!

Order online and get 10%
off your ﬁrst service
Promo code: CAREINDEED

www.careindeed.com

https://info.careindeed.com/ci-go
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REMARK ABLE PORTOL A VALLE Y SE T TING
15 ANTONIO COURT | PORTOLA VALLEY | NEW PRICE $5,595,000 | 15ANTONIO.COM

Corner lot of just over one acre | 5 bedrooms, library, recreation room, and 4.5 baths | Approximately 6,385 total square feet
Large deck with spa, terrace with built-in barbecue | Vast lawn, open meadows, and western hill views | Excellent Portola Valley schools

For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:

HUGH CORNISH

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

650.619.6461

650.400.2933

Coldwell Banker, 2019

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com

Ranked #30 Agent in the U.S.

CalRE#00912143

CalRE#00897565

HughCornish.com
Ranked #1 Agent in SF Bay Area
The Wall Street Journal, 2020

Over $2.5 Billion in Sales

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not
rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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