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Finding a home for four-legged evacuees
When CZU wildfires struck, Woodside’s equestrian community sprang into action
By Maggie Mah
Special to The Almanac

W

hen the CZU Lightning Complex fires
exploded along the
ridges and into the canyons of
the rugged Santa Cruz Mountains on Aug. 18, members of the
equestrian community in and
around Woodside acted quickly.
Within hours, trailers were
hitched up and heading into
areas affected by the fires.
Often working in the dark and
through thick smoke, many volunteers made multiple trips to
bring horses and other livestock
to safety at equestrian facilities
and small private barns.
Others stepped forward with
donations to provide feed and
supplies for sheltered animals.
Volunteers pitched in to keep
track of the animals, feed and
clean up after them. The community’s ad hoc efforts complimented the work of the San
Mateo Large Animal Evacuation Group, a volunteer organization activated by Cal Fire

during emergencies that rescued
nearly 1,500 animals from areas
impacted by the CZU wildfires
as of Aug. 24.
Kiely Field in Woodside is
home to the Woodside Junior
Riders and the Woodside chapter of Pony Club International.
Normally bustling with kids and
horses throughout the year, it
has been empty due to the coronavirus pandemic. Kathi Dancer, program director for Woodside Junior Riders, described
how rapidly that scene changed
as people frantically sought to
move their animals to safety.
“People started calling Tuesday
night (Aug. 18) and then it just
snowballed. While my phone
was blowing up, those Pony
Club girls swung into action.”
In a matter of hours, senior
Pony Club members Hannah
Bailey, Vero Metheny and Taran
Vixie had converted Kiely Field
into an evacuation center and
began receiving horses from
the fire-stricken areas. Steve
See ANIMALS, page 16

Charles Russo

Judith Gable of Los Altos shares a quiet moment with her horse Lucy at the Cow Palace after being
evacuated from Ciara West Equestrian in Woodside on Aug. 25. When the CZU Lightning Complex
wildfires erupted, ad hoc efforts in the local equestrian community and the San Mateo Large Animal
Evacuation Group sprang into action to rescue, house and care for animals in the fire zone.

Families take school into their own hands with pandemic pods
By Elena Kadvany

J

aimi Haydel has transformed
her Atherton backyard into
an outdoor kindergarten
classroom.
She installed sun shades,
ordered a second picnic table
and created a “mud kitchen” for
hands-on, messy learning for
her 5-year-old son and five other
kindergarten students whose
parents have formed a pod for
the entire school year.
One parent happens to be a
credentialed teacher, so she’ll
be in charge of academics —
and paid for it — while Haydel
has taken on the role of school
administrator, developing safety
protocols (all of the families
have agreed to temperature

checks and ongoing coronavirus
testing), a daily schedule and
fee structure, all of which she’s
reviewed with a lawyer.
Starting in September, the
six kindergartners will attend
the backyard school on weekday afternoons. For half of the
children in the pod, including
Haydel’s son, their parents have
committed to this as their sole
education for the entire year,
even if their schools reopen.
“With all the uncertainty
going on right now, I wanted
to make a decision and be done
with it. I also wanted to be able
to communicate that to my
child: ‘This is what we’re doing
this year,’” Haydel said. “I can’t
guarantee it’s going to be perfect
or smooth but I’m not really

worried about that. I want him
to feel safe and I want there to be
some predictability. I need that
for myself, too.”
As the new school year starts
virtually, Haydel is among a
booming number of parents
forming a separate but parallel educational experience on
the Peninsula: learning pods,
or small groups of students
meeting in person for private instruction or supervision.
Some parents are doing so out
of frustration with the quality of
their school’s distance learning,
hiring teachers for as much as
$250 an hour and creating their
own at-home schooling, while
others are working parents
desperate for shared child care
or safe social activities while

INSIDE

schools remain closed. The fastgrowing trend quickly came
under fire for exacerbating gaps
between the haves and have nots
— gaps that are already deepening during the school closures.
Locally, the world of pandemic
pods has exploded in recent
weeks. Tutoring companies that
saw business drop off during the
shutdown are getting flooded
with requests. One local Facebook group devoted to linking
up parents and teachers has
grown to nearly 2,500 members
who share resources, tips and
connections for pods. The page
reads like an educational matchmaking service, with posts like
“looking for imaginative kids,
and families who are very careful about COVID.”

Since April, Haydel has devoted extensive time to researching homeschooling curriculum, reading parenting articles,
drafting documents and getting
legal advice on forming a pod
at her home. Her youngest son
was set to start kindergarten at
Encinal School in Atherton in
the fall and, seeing the writing
on the wall with the pandemic,
she started preparing for the
likelihood that he wouldn’t be
doing so in person.
Haydel found a group of likeminded parents from her son’s
cooperative nursery school, who
all agreed to extensive safety
precautions and to limit their
children’s activities outside of
See PANDEMIC PODS, page 20
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930 Centennial Drive, Brentwood
3 Bed | 2 Bath | Price Upon Request
930centennial.com

18 Monte Vista Avenue, Atherton
 OM Ś  BsV Ś ĝÛÛ
18montevista.com

340 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside
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compass.com

Jo Ann Luisi | 925.321.6104 | DRE 01399250
Anna Marie Adams | 925.642.9994 | DRE 02106032

Erika Demma | 650.740.2970 | DRE 01230766
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• Impeccably Redone • Beautifully Landscaped • Formal Dining
• Formal Living Room • TV Den • Very Private Backyard with Expansive Deck
• 4 Exquisitely Designed Bedrooms Each With Their Own Beautiful and
Separate Bathrooms • Guest Bath Completely and Tastefully Remodeled
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State seeks to more
than double COVID-19
testing capacity
By Embarcadero Media staff

S

Magali Gauthier

Assistant Chief Hank Stern of the Kings Mountain Fire Brigade chats with a co-worker at the fire
station in Woodside on Aug. 31. Members of local volunteer fire brigades are working alongside their paid
peers battling the CZU Lightning Complex wildfires in San Mateo and Santa Cruz counties.

How local volunteer firefighters are
helping to battle the CZU fires
By Julia Brown and
Kate Bradshaw
Almanac staff

F

irefighting can be a dangerous, challenging job.
But for about two-thirds
of Americans who battle fires
in the U.S., it’s not a paid
job but a volunteer position,
according to a 2018 report by
the National Fire Protection
Association.

The leaders of two local
volunteer fire departments
spoke with The Almanac about
working alongside career firefighters to battle the CZU
August Lightning Complex
fires, blazes that have torn
through the coastal forests of
southern San Mateo County
and Santa Cruz County and
have come dangerously close
to their home communities.

La Honda Fire Brigade

Ari Delay, chief of La Honda
Fire Brigade, celebrated his
birthday in late August by
protecting his hometown from
the blaze of a century, and eating some midnight cake at his
home fire station.
Delay leads the brigade on
top of his day job as fire chief of
See VOLUNTEER, page 17

an Mateo County reported
47 new cases of COVID-19
on Tuesday, bringing the
county’s total to 8,311. The
death toll has stayed at 132 since
Monday. Forty-six people are
hospitalized as of Tuesday.
Santa Clara County reported
339 new cases of the coronavirus
on Wednesday, bringing the
total to 17,802. Two more deaths
were also reported, increasing
the death toll at 250. There are
128 people hospitalized, 15 of
whom are new. Data from both
counties are incomplete due to a
problem with the state’s reporting system for communicable
diseases.

State aims to increase
testing, reduce cost
A new partnership with a
public, Massachusetts-based
diagnostic testing company
will help boost California’s
COVID-19 testing capacity at a
reduced cost, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced Aug. 26.
As the flu-season approaches
and more people are expected
to want to get tested, the state
hopes to more than double its
testing capacity through the
new contract with PerkinElmer,
a global corporation that also
provides genetic testing, Newsom said at a press conference.

According to the governor, the
deal includes a new laboratory
that will take eight to 10 weeks
to build out with the proper testing materials needed to provide
the state with an additional
150,000 diagnostic tests or swab
tests per day.
“The goal is to stand up a
laboratory facility and begin
processing tens of thousands of
additional tests by November
1 and run at full capacity by
no later than March 1, 2021,”
according to a news release from
the governor’s office.
The contract also promises to
reduce the cost of testing. Prices
will vary depending on how
many tests the state conducts.
If 100,000 tests are performed,
each test will cost an average of
$47.99. Newsom said the state is
aiming to conduct 150,000 tests
for an average of cost of $30.78
per test. (The state currently
conducts an average of 100,000
tests per day and each one costs
around $150 to $200, Newsom
said.)
“This is exactly what the
federal government should be
doing,” Newsom said. “And
had the federal government
done this some time ago, you
wouldn’t see average costs of
tests at $150 to $200, costing the
taxpayers quite literally tens of
billions of dollars.”
See COVID-19, page 16

Local private schools get OK to reopen for in-person classes
By Elena Kadvany

F

our teen
elementar y
schools in San Mateo
County and two schools
and three public districts in
Santa Clara County have been
approved to reopen for in-person instruction, some as soon
as next week.
Locally, The Primary School
in East Palo Alto, Synapse
School in Menlo Park and
Connect Community Charter
School in Redwood City are
now allowed to reopen their
classrooms, according to a list
of approved waiver applications
in San Mateo County.
As of Tuesday, Sept. 1, the
San Mateo County Office of

Education had received just
over 20 waiver applications,
said Patricia Love, executive
director of strategy and communications. The office is initially reviewing the applications
and then sending them to San
Mateo County Health and the
California Department of Public
Health for review and approval.
Some schools in Santa Clara
County that have been given
the green light to reopen are
only allowed to offer face-to-face
instruction to specific students,
such as students with disabilities. Creekside School in San
Jose, which serves students with
moderate to severe autism, is
on the list of approved waivers.
Some of the schools approved

in San Mateo County also specifically serve students with
disabilities.
The Campbell Union School
District, however, is allowed
to fully reopen for students
from transitional kindergarten
through sixth grade. The district serves preschool through
eighth grade students.
Santa Clara County is currently reviewing 61 waiver
applications, according to an
online list. The applications
come mostly from individual
private schools but also one
public school district: the Los
Altos School District. District
officials say they hope to start
by providing in-person instruction for special education and

other disadvantaged students
and later ramp up to transitional
kindergarten to third grade.
Officials in both Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties have
urged elementary schools to
apply for the waivers.
“I encourage schools to
explore the waiver option in
order to get children in the early
elementary grades on campus,”
San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools Nancy Magee
said in a press release. “In-person instruction is particularly
valuable to younger students
whose foundational literacy and
numeracy skills are paramount
to long-term academic success.”
The applications require
schools to detail their reopening

plans, including how students
will be kept in small, stable
groups; how classrooms and
activities will be laid out to allow
for physical distancing; and
plans for screening, contract
tracing and potential school
closure if needed. Schools also
must document the labor, parent and community groups that
they consulted with in applying
for a waiver.
The private Primary School,
which serves more than 300
students in preschool through
third grade, was “excited” to
receive the waiver but has not
yet set a reopening date, said
Alison Kjeldgaard, the school’s
See PRIVATE SCHOOLS, page 20
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Two people died following a major injury collision between two
vehicles on the night of Aug. 23 in Woodside, according to a press
release from the San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.
The collision took place just before midnight on Portola Road
near Old La Honda Road. Leticia DeSilva-Diokno, 68, died at the
scene from her injuries. Anna Helm, 47, was transported to the
hospital but later died from her injuries.
The cause of the crash is under investigation.
—Heather Zimmernan

Math tutor accused of molesting teens
On Aug. 25, Palo Alto police arrested a man who they say
molested teenage girls at his home. The incidents happened several
years ago and recently came to light.
Mark Allan Hodes, 74, was taken into custody at his home in the
4100 block of Manuela Avenue, just off the intersection of Foothill
Expressway and Arastradero Road. Investigators said the residence
is where the alleged molestations involving three girls took place
between 2011 and 2016, according to a press release issued Aug. 27.
The investigation began on June 9 of this year, when two women
in their 20s contacted Palo Alto police to report that they were each
sexually molested by a private math tutor years earlier while they
were teenagers, police said.
Detectives interviewed a total of seven women who said they were
between 14 and 17 years old when Hodes allegedly touched them
inappropriately during tutoring sessions, according to police.
Detectives took the case to the Santa Clara County District
See CRIME BRIEFS, page 15
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CEO of LifeMoves announces retirement
Bruce Ives, CEO of LifeMoves, a Menlo Park-based homeless
services nonprofit, has announced he plans to retire by next June,
the end of the fiscal year.
LifeMoves, he said, is at an inflection point. “The pandemic has
exposed the fragility of our social safety net and magnified its
impact on the most vulnerable in our community,” he said in a
press statement.
To help unhoused community members, Ives said, the nonprofit
plans to do things like create pop-up shelters in multiple locations,
as well as continue its work of helping homeless individuals and
families find stable housing.
In the last five years, since Ives became CEO, the nonprofit has
expanded its shelter and program capacity by 53%, according to
board chair Joe Stockwell.
The nonprofit board has retained m/Oppenheim Executive
Search, an executive search firm, to help find its next CEO, Stockwell added. Ives said he plans to help his successor get used to the
position and will serve on the board after he’s done as CEO.
—Kate Bradshaw

Few subscribe to county emergency alerts
A San Mateo County civil grand jury investigation found that as
of October 2019, only 10.6% of the county’s 765,000 residents had
enrolled in SMC Alert, the county’s emergency alert system.
The grand jury released a report on Aug. 24, which found that
the county’s subscription rate is lower than national averages of
12% to 16%. Rates vary across the county’s 20 cities, from 2.2% in
East Palo Alto to 58.1% in Portola Valley. SMC Alert is run by the
county’s Office of Emergency Services.
The low rates are likely due to the “opt-in” nature of the system
and a lack of translation that may exclude some non-English speaking residents.
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues and wildfires rage around
California, emergency alerts are more important than ever as public safety information could save lives.
One of the recommendations from the report is that SMC Alert
shift away from its “opt-in” system, which requires residents to
voluntarily register for notifications. Instead, an “opt-out” system
would automatically enroll residents and give them the option to
unsubscribe.
The grand jury also cited language barriers as a potential cause
See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 18
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Portola Valley to hold virtual panels
on race and policing
By Julia Brown
Almanac Assistant Editor

T

he town of Portola Valley will host three virtual
town hall meetings in the
coming weeks on local policing, implicit bias and residential
segregation as part of efforts to
engage the community on racial
equality and police reform following the killing of George
Floyd.
The dates for the Zoom meetings have not yet been finalized,
but it’s anticipated they will
begin in late September. Working
titles for the meetings include:
Q “Policing in the Sheriff ’s
Office, Post-George Floyd,” with
a panel made up of San Mateo
County Sheriff Carlos Bolanos;
Sheriff’s Office Capt. Christina Corpus; District Attorney
Steve Wagstaffe; Rev. Lorrie
Carter Owens, president of the
San Mateo County chapter of
the NAACP; and three other
panelists who have not yet been
confirmed, according to the
town. It will be moderated by
Henrietta Burroughs, founder
of the East Palo Alto Center for
Community Media. Vice Mayor
Maryann Derwin, who is on
the Race and Equity Subcommittee with Councilman John
Richards, said at the council’s
Aug. 12 meeting that they have
also invited a private defender;
Dezmond Frazier, a Menlo College student and an organizer
of the Redwood City Black
Lives Matter protest; and an
unnamed “luminary,” according
to Derwin.
Q “Implicit Bias” discussion
sponsored by the Portola Valley Library, based on Stanford

University psychology professor Jennifer Eberhardt’s book
“Biased.” Eberhardt will participate and discuss her book.
Q “Residential Segregation in
Southern San Mateo County,”
which will delve into “barriers to
homeownership that generations
of people of color have had to
deal with,” said Richards. He said
the panel may include people
who were previously affected by
banned practices like redlining
or blockbusting. “We think an
exploration of the history and
consequences of this issue would
be really interesting to a lot of
folks,” Richards said.
While the conversations will be
“Portola Valley-centric,” according to Town Manager Jeremy
Dennis, anyone can attend and
ask questions.
The subcommittee, now aided
by intern Brandon Alvarez, a
recent Stanford graduate who is
assisting the council members
in their research, will also make
education and resource materials on race and equity available
on the town’s website. Alvarez
said they will include book and
movie lists and information on
initiatives people can participate
in and donate to.
The town created the subcommittee in June soon after
Floyd was killed by a Minneapolis police officer, setting off
worldwide protests against racial
inequality and police brutality.
Its aim is to engage the community and the Sheriff’s Office
about these issues as well as
anwer questions from council
members and residents on topics such as interactions between
deputies and people they pull
over. Dennis has also reached out

to city managers to have a conversation between the five towns
and cities that contract with the
Sheriff’s Office.
In July, the council approved a
resolution condemning Floyd’s
murder and stating that the
town will look at its own policies
that “may perpetuate and maintain the racial and economic
divide in Portola Valley with the
hope that we may truly welcome
more people of different economic and racial backgrounds
into our community.” The town
also launched an online portal,
available in English at tinyurl.
com/pvconversation and in
Spanish at tinyurl.com/pvconversationspanish, where people
who live and work in town can
submit comments and respond
to prompts such as, “What questions should the Town Council
ask the Sheriff’s Office,” and
“Are there stories that you’d like
to share regarding your experiences with race that you believe
other residents should hear?”
More than a dozen people had
responded to the prompts as of
Aug. 26.
Richards and Mayor Jeff Aalfs
also noted at the Aug. 12 meeting
that residents have been holding protests to bring awareness
to these issues every Sunday at
the corner of Alpine and Portola roads, with discussions held
afterward.
“It’s been a really good discussion group,” Aalfs said. “People
are trying to be honest with
themselves and others about
their own biases, and it’s been a
really good exercise.” A
Email Julia Brown at
jbrown@almanacnews.com

Local wildfire containment grows
By Embarcadero Media staff

T

he CZU Lightning
Complex fires encompass 85,467 acres in San
Mateo and Santa Cruz counties
and are 46% contained, Cal Fire
officials announced Wednesday morning, before The Almanac went to press.
About 13,000 people remain
under evacuation orders, down
from a peak of 77,000. About
2,200 personnel are fighting the
fires.
As of Sept. 2, damage inspections were completed, adding up to 1,490 structures
destroyed, including 925
homes, three multi-unit residential structures, 171 commercial structures, 388 other
minor structures and three
mixed-use commercial/residential development. Twenty

of those structures were in San
Mateo County, six of which
were single-family homes, Cal
Fire officials said Sunday. Fires
damaged 90 homes, 16 commercial structures and 34 other
minor structures.
According to park rangers
and staff from the San Mateo
County park system, the fires
burned an estimated 2,800
acres of Pescadero Creek
County Park, but did not reach
Memorial Park or Sam McDonald County Park.
The fires continue to threaten
7,600 structures. San Mateo
County has set up a website at
smcgov.org/smc-wildfire-recovery
where affected residents can
check the damage assessments of
their homes. Residents affected
by the fires can use Resource
Assistance centers at 140 Front
St., Santa Cruz and at Pescadero

Elementary School at 620 North
St. in Pescadero.
Firefighters are still building
and strengthening fire perimeter lines, and most of the areas
affected by the fires are being
repopulated, according to Cal
Fire.
Fire crews from western states
and the National Guard have
been sent. On Sunday, 300 California National Guard members
arrived to help fight the fires, Cal
Fire said in a press release. On
Monday, they started assisting
with fire suppression and mopup efforts. They are not assisting
in security or law enforcement
activities, officials said.
Evacuation orders were lifted
for most of San Mateo County
at noon on Thursday, Aug. 27, as
were a number of road closures.
Go to almanacnews.com for
the latest updates. A

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Selling Privately
own brokerage. If they promote,
communicate, or advertise
it in any way outside of their
brokerage, they must add it to the
MLS in Active status within one
business day. You can’t have signs,
public facing websites, social
media, digital communications
marketing (ex: email, text or phone
blasts, social media messaging),
multi-brokerage listing sharing
networks, flyers or written
material or on any applications
available to the public or hold an
open house.

Dear Monica: We want to
sell our house privately
without advertising the
address or price. Our agent
said the rules on private
listings have changed and
that it would likely be
harder to sell this way. Can
you comment? Stan B.

Dear Stan: On May 1, 2020 new
rules called Clear Cooperation
Rules went into effect saying that
sellers can exclude their property
listing from the MLS but once a
listing is excluded under the new Your agent is right that your
rule, an agent can only promote property will be harder to sell if it
the listing for sale within their is privately marketed.
Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

MAYERS JEWELERS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1969

FINE JEWELRY &
GEMSTONES
• Buyers Of Gold
& Silver

WE ARE

OPEN!

• Watch & Jewelry Repair
• Ring Resizing
• Custom Jewelry Design
• Estate Jewelry Appraisals
• Consignment Sales

2323 Broadway • Redwood City
Free Parking Available in Jefferson Street Garage (1-1/2 hrs)

650.364.4030

www.MayersJewelers.net

Employment
The Almanac offers advertising
for Employment, as well as
Home and Business Services.
If you wish to learn more about
these advertising options,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.
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CZU fires: Resources and how to help
By Charles Russo and
Kate Bradshaw

H

ere’s our guide to help
you stay informed,
receive help or provide
support during the CZU fires.

How to stay informed

The Almanac is tracking the
wildfires closely. You can get
the latest stats and information about the fires from our
“Tracking the Wildfires” story,
which is updated daily at almanacnews.com.
Information from the Cal
Fire San Mateo-Santa Cruz
Unit is also available online at
fire.ca.gov/CZU or on Twitter at @CALFIRECZU. For
San Mateo County-specific information, including a
map of road blocks and road
closures, go to smcgov.org/
smc-wildfire-response.
Get the latest updates on air
quality at purpleair.com. Be
sure to follow only the data
from outdoor sensors on the
website for more consistent air
quality readings.
How to get help

Most of the evacuation orders
in San Mateo County were
lifted last week.
San Mateo County has
released a map where people
can search to see which structures in the fire zone have been

damaged. It can be accessed
at smcgov.org/smc-wildfirerecovery. The vast majority of
destroyed structures are located
in Santa Cruz County — about
20 out of 538 structures confirmed to be destroyed are in
San Mateo County as of Aug.
27.
How to help

The following organizations
and agencies are coordinating
responses and raising funds.
Puente De La Costa Sur,
a local community advocacy
group and resource center, is
actively involved in coordinating to help coastside families
who have been displaced by the
fires.
Go to is.gd/puentefirerelief to
access more information about
an emergency wildfire relief
fund created to support fire
victims.
The Red Cross Northern California Coastal Region offers
a variety of resources (shelter
info, wildfire preparedness,
etc.) as well as opportunities
to donate directly to those
affected at is.gd/redcrossczu.
The Menlo Park Fire Protection District has helped to
create a fund to support the
Ben Lomond and Boulder
Creek volunteer firefighters,
accessible at is.gd/mpfdvolfire. The fire district helped
to coordinate bringing mobile
shower and laundry trailers

from We Hope Services in East
Palo Alto to the Boulder Creek
volunteer firefighters. The district also brought the volunteer
firefighters cots, sleeping bags,
water and Gatorade pallets,
radios and toiletries to support
them in their battle against the
fires.
The Silicon Valley Community Foundation has also
created the San Mateo & Santa
Clara County Fire Relief Fund.
Go to is.gd/svcf_czufund to
access more information.
To support animals that have
been evacuated, the Cow Palace is operating as an evacuation center for livestock. More
information is available at
cowpalace.com.
The Peninsula Humane Society is accepting donations of
pet food, cat litter and newspapers at its Coyote Point Shelter
location (12 Airport Blvd., San
Mateo), as well as financial
donations online at phs-spca.
org/fire.
Also, the San Mateo County Large Animal Evacuation
Group is accepting donations
and looking for volunteers. You
can also donate feed and supplies directly to HMB Feed &
Fuel at 331 Main St., Half Moon
Bay; (650) 726-4814.
Local environmental nonprofits have also organized
fundraisers to help restore
the lands affected by the fires.
The Sempervirens Fund has
launched two funds to help

Magali Gauthier

County workers set up tables at the San Mateo County Event
Center, where some evacuees of the CZU August Lightning Complex
fires checked in for hotel vouchers on Aug. 21.

local forests recover: the Big
Basin Recovery Fund and the
Santa Cruz Redwood Restoration Fund. Go to sempervirens.
org for more information.
Numerous local restaurants
have also stepped up to provide
food for first responders and
those displaced by the fires and
are accepting donations.
Alice’s Restaurant in Woodside has already raised over
$25,000 to support the local
emergency crews. Donate via
Venmo (@Alices-Restaurant)
or check Facebook for the latest
updates.
The Post in Los Altos has
teamed up with Namesake
Cheesecake in Menlo Park to
provide meals and gather essential supplies for first responders
and evacuated residents.

Flea St. Cafe in Menlo Park
is continuing its COVID-era
Meals of Gratitude program,
which delivers meals to frontline workers, to support people
fighting the fires or impacted
by them.
On the coastside, numerous
restaurants have been providing
free meals for evacuees, including The Barn, Breakwater BBQ
and Cameron’s Pub (check their
social media accounts first to
confirm). Sacrilege Brewing has
been delivering meals to firefighters via their Coastmates
Delivery service. Donate through
Venmo @CoastmatesDelivery. A
Sections of this story first
appeared on The Almanac’s
sister website, The Six Fifty.

Sales tax would be ‘game changer’ for pandemic-hit Caltrain
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T

he COVID-19 pandemic has challenged many
local transit agencies used
to relying on large numbers of
ticket-buying riders.
For Caltrain, the pandemic
has hit especially hard. That’s
because it’s one of the local transit agencies that has traditionally
relied most heavily upon rider
fares to cover its costs.
Since the pandemic started,
ridership has dipped by 95%,
according to a statement from
Caltrain. The agency initially
cut the number of daily trains
to 42, then in June increased
operations to 70 trains per day,
but even so, ridership remains
far lower than the 65,000 passengers who rode Caltrain daily
before the pandemic.
In early August, an eighthcent sales tax barely eked its
way onto the November ballot,
requiring approval from seven
local agencies to do so.
If the measure passes — it will
need the approval of two-thirds

of voters to move forward — it
will generate about $108 million
per year for up to 30 years.
Proceeds from the measure
wouldn’t start to come in until
the fall of 2021, but the transit
agency would be able to borrow
against future proceeds from the
measure, according to Caltrain
board chair and San Mateo
County Supervisor Dave Pine.
Before the pandemic, the idea
was to use those funds to help
the rail agency’s electrification process, aimed at enabling
the number of daily riders to
triple to about 180,000 up from
65,000, Pine said.
Ticket sales constituted about
70% of the transit agency’s revenue, which in good times, was
a positive element: A majority of
its revenues were self-sustaining
and it offered one of the “best
fare box returns in the nation,”
Pine said.
But without many riders and
without the ballot measure, Caltrain will probably only be able
to run through the end of the
year, Pine said. The rail agency’s
budget is highly dependent on
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how many people return to
using the rail services in the
next six months, he said.
To save money, Caltrain has
cut the number of trains it runs
per day to 70 from 92 and eliminated the Baby Bullet service.
And it has received tens of millions of dollars in CARES Act
funds. However, some provisions of the funds, which require
that staff members be retained,
only go so far to help reduce the
agency’s costs, Pine said.
As of mid-August, Caltrain’s
operational budget for the 202021 fiscal year still had about a
$17.6 million deficit, according
to recent agency documents,
even factoring in $41.5 million
in federal CARES Act funds, a
hiring freeze, no universal wage
increases and other measures to
reduce costs.
If Caltrain had to shut down, it
would stop its passenger service
but continue to operate the rail
corridors the agency is in charge
of, including moving projects
that have already been funded
forward, the documents stated.
One of the reasons that the

ballot measure almost wasn’t
approved was because of ongoing tensions about the structure of Caltrain and how it is
governed.
In an Aug. 6 board meeting, board members negotiated
for several changes that they
wanted the agency to make,
enumerated in a resolution
approved that day. The resolution states that the members
of the Caltrain board want to
change the governance structure so that they have more say
over who is appointed executive
director of the agency, and that
the joint powers board will work
to reimburse SamTrans for past
investments in Caltrain.
The joint powers board —
made up of members from all
three of the counties along the
Caltrain line — said it planned
to hire an auditor and legal
representatives who don’t work
with SamTrans by mid to late
January. It also planned to
develop recommendations for a
new governance structure by the
end of 2021.

A complex history

Over the years, Caltrain has
been owned by a number of
agencies. It started in 1863 with
the San Francisco and San Jose
Railroad Company before being
bought by Southern Pacific Railway in 1870. A century later, the
rail commuter business became
unprofitable. By 1980, the state
helped subsidize the rail service,
but by 1988, the state ended its
subsidies.
In 1991, the three counties that
Caltrain passes through — San
Francisco, San Mateo and Santa
Clara — created the Peninsula
Corridor Joint Powers Authority
to buy the rail right of way. The
$212 million cost was covered
by $120 million in funds from
Prop. 116, a nearly $2 billion
California bond measure from
1990 to invest in rail and other
transportation programs, and
$82 million advanced from
SamTrans, the San Mateo County Transportation Authority.
In negotiations over the years,
steps were laid out for how
See CALTRAIN, page 19

Labor Day Sale

ALL STICKLEY Dining Room Furniture

40% off !

FLEGELS DESIGN
Menlo Park 1010 El Camino Real, Suite 90
650.326.9661
www.flegels.com
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State drops COVID-19 watchlist for color coding
By Lloyd Lee

A

color-coded, four-level
tier system will replace the
state’s current COVID-19
watchlist in an effort to create a
“more stringent, but more steady”
process that determines when,
and to what extent, counties
can move forward with indoor
business operations, Gov. Gavin
Newsom announced on Aug. 28.
The new tiered system aims to
simplify the criteria used down
to two metrics — the seven-day
daily average of the coronavirus
case rate and the positive test
rate in each county. It also adds a
21-day buffer period, when counties must remain in a specific tier
before they’re eligible to move to
the next one.
For months, counties have been
under the scrutiny of the watchlist (also known as the state’s
monitoring list) that tracks each
region’s rate of COVID-19 cases,
positive tests, hospitalizations
and intensive-care unit admissions. Under the monitoring list,
if counties were able to keep these
numbers under a certain threshold, like recording fewer than
100 COVID-19 cases per 100,000
county residents in the last 14
days, then the state would grant

them the option to reopen more
businesses and indoor operations.
Dr. Mark Ghaly, the state’s
health and human services secretary, said that the state will now
focus only on positive test rates
and COVID-19 cases because
those two statisics provide a more
accurate picture of “early transmissions” of the disease, whereas
hospitalizations can occur three
or four weeks after someone is
infected.
One of the biggest criticisms of
the system was how quickly counties would be removed or put back
on the watchlist from one day to
the next, depending on whether
they met the state’s requirements.
It was a source of much frustration and confusion among residents, and particularly business
owners in Santa Clara County,
who, at one point, learned they
would need to halt indoor operations less than 24 hours after
reopening their doors.
How it works

Under the new system, the four
color-coded tiers — purple, red,
orange and yellow — allow businesses to slowly resume indoor
operations at different levels of
capacity based on the two metrics

used in each county. (Amusements parks and large sporting
events with live audiences are the
only sectors either unaddressed
or still restricted in all the tiers.
Newsom suggested these will
remain closed to people until
further notice.)
Tier one — the most restrictive
level that’s labeled “widespread”
and colored purple — represents
counties that report a seven-day
average of eight or more cases a
day per 100,000 residents and a
positivity rate of more than 8%.
All retail stores besides standalone grocery markets must limit
indoor operations to 25% capacity, while museums and personal
care services can only operate
outdoors. (Personal care services
do not include hair salons and
barbershops, which are allowed
to have indoor operations with
modifications under tier one.)
In tier two — colored red and
labeled “substantial” — a county
needs to report a weekly average
of seven or fewer cases per day
and a positivity rate of 5%-8%.
By then, retail stores can operate
indoors at 50% capacity, personal
care services can reopen indoors
and museums can open indoors
at 25% capacity.
San Mateo County has 8.6 new

positive cases per 100,000 residents and a 4.8 percent positivity
rate, according to state data, and
is in the purple tier, indicating a “widespread” county risk
level, according to a county press
release. Counties in that tier have
more than seven new daily cases
per 100,000 and more than 8%
positive tests.
Counties must stay in the red
or orange level for at least 21 days
before they are eligible to move to
a lower tier. They are not allowed
to skip through any tiers, regardless of their qualification. In
addition to the three-week buffer
period, counties also must report
metrics that satisfy the lower tier
for two consecutive weeks. These
numbers will be assessed by the
state every Tuesday, Newsom said.
Similarly, counties can return
to a more restrictive tier if they
report average cases and/or positive test rates that fall under that
category for two weeks straight.
With the new state guidelines,
both San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties allowed indoor malls
and hair salons and barbershops
to reopen at 25% capacity, effective Monday, Aug. 31.
Newsom also noted that county
health officials still have the
authority to implement more

stringent conditions for reopening, despite what the statewide
tiers outline; however, they’re not
allowed to be less restrictive than
the state.
“If you’re a county representative (or) you’re a county health
officer ... the two things that you
should pick up from this presentation that are most impactful is
getting that positivity rate down
and getting that case rate down,”
Newsom said. “Those are the two
measurements that can move
your community forward.”
For more information on each
county’s progress report and
which businesses can reopen, visit
covid19.ca.gov.
The state’s COVID-19 testing
capacity recently dropped to just
less than 100,000 daily tests over
a seven-day average. Newsom
attributed the decrease to the
wildfires, which impacted around
11 testing laboratories, including
OptumServe and Verily.
California’s overall positivity
rate, however, still dropped slightly from 6.1% on Aug. 26 to 6% on
Aug. 28.
COVID-19 hospitalization and
intensive-care unit admissions
also decreased to 18% and 19%,
respectively, during that time
period. A
Email Lloyd Lee at
llee@paweekly.com

Small businesses,
we’re giving away advertising
to help you reopen.
Small, independent businesses are the heart and soul of our
communities. To help meet the challenges we all face to
getting back on our feet, we’ve committed to giving away
up to $200,000 in print and online advertising over the next
three months.
Our matching grants of up to $2,500 per month enable you
to double your advertising at no cost.
Working together, we can start bringing customers and
employees back to work.

To learn more and apply, go to
EmbarcaderoMediaGroup.com/smallbusinessgrant
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RARE CENTRAL ATHERTON ESTATE ON OVER 1.4 ACRES
223 STOCKBRIDGE AVENUE | ATHERTON | $7,850,000 | 223STOCKBRIDGE.COM

• Approx. 1.43 acres

• Charming front porch opens to the living
room, which features a ﬁreplace

• Large master suite with private deck and
master bath with two walk-in closets

• 4 bedrooms, ofﬁce, and 2.5 baths in the
main residence

• Reﬁnished hardwood ﬂoors throughout the
main home

• One-bedroom guest house with full bath
and kitchenette

• Approx. 4,990 total square footage
Main home: 3,180 sq. ft.
Guest house: 375 sq. ft.
Pool house: 830 sq. ft
Two-car garage: 595 sq. ft.
Mechanical: 10 sq. ft.

• Spacious chef’s kitchen with large center
island with gas cooktop and seating; top-ofthe-line appliances

• Pool house with kitchenette, large
recreation room, and full bath

• Dining area, with wet bar and wine
refrigerator, opens to outdoor deck

• Two-car garage with attached storage room

• Central Atherton location

& A S S O C I AT E S

• Large motor court
• Extensive soft and hardscape landscaping
throughout the property

For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:

HughCornish.com

HUGH CORNISH

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

Ranked #1 Agent in SF Bay Area

650.619.6461

650.400.2933

Coldwell Banker, 2019

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com

Ranked #30 Agent in the U.S.

CalRE#00912143

CalRE#00897565

The Wall Street Journal, 2020

Over $2.5 Billion in Sales

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not
rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RESTAURANTS
Enjoy local takeout, delivery and outdoor dining options

Spacious piazza with
safe social distancing.
Patio Dining • Takeout • Curbside Pickup
Our hours are 11:30am-2pm
and 5pm-9pm daily

200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto

650.328.0407

WWW.CAFFERIACE.COM

WE ARE OPEN EVERYDAY
FOR OUTDOOR DINING

From 11:30am-2:00pm • 5:00pm-9:00pm
Call Or Order Online For Takeout Or Delivery

OUTDOOR DINING
& TAKE-OUT

448 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto

Tuesday – Sunday 4:30pm – 9pm

www.terunpizza.com

1921 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO ALTO
650.321.6798 | sundancethesteakhouse.com

(650) 600-8310

LOBSTER NIGHT
ENCORE

OPENING SEPTEMBER 15TH
We are thrilled to offer tastings from our
new chef in our beautiful outdoor patio.

Visit ChezTJ.com to book now.

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND

#¯''`'̭th
ON THE PATIO & ROOFTOP
gg;g;g̪̩a#g¨'

938 Villa Street, Mountain View
650-964-7466 | www.cheztj.com

OPEN DAILY AT 4 PM | (650) 382-3191
WWW.BRITISHBANKERSCLUB.COM

OSTERIA
MEDITERRANEAN ITALIAN CUISINE

TAKE OUT

Open for to-go orders from 12 noon-8 pm
Live Music Thursday – Sunday
650-326-1626
2437 Birch Street, Palo Alto
www.cafeprobono.com
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Cucina Toscana
Palo Alto

Sidewalk Dining • Takeout To Go • Wine To Go
Free delivery • Order on our website

Our hours are 11:30am-2pm
and 5pm-9pm daily
247 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

650 328-5700

OsteriaToscanaPaloAlto.com
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different world,
safer care
“We now know a lot more about the virus and how it’s transmitted.
We are confident that we can deliver great care, without risk of infection,
and get back to routine procedures.”
—W. Ray Kim, MD | Chief of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Stanford Medicine

The world is ever-changing. At Stanford Health Care, we’re adapting to safely deliver
the same, excellent care you have always relied on. Whether you need primary care
or our world-class specialty services—including cancer care, cardiovascular health,
neuroscience, and orthopaedics—we’re here for you.
We’re taking every precaution to protect your health:
U.S. News & World Report recognizes
Stanford Health Care among the top
hospitals in the nation. Ranking based
on quality and patient safety.

•

Testing for COVID-19 to screen patients in the emergency room, before all
procedures, and to track the health of our workforce

•

Rigorous standards, including COVID-19 health screenings at entrances,
comprehensive PPE use, enhanced air filtration, and application of chemicals
and UV light to sanitize spaces

•

Convenient care, with expanded access to remote video visits and contactless
check-in/check-out available through our MyHealth app when visiting our
facilities in-person

To learn more and book an appointment, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare
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Man arrested for threatening key health
officer in Bay Area’s COVID-19 response
By Gennady Sheyner

A

Gilroy resident who investigators believe has ties
to the militant, far-right
“Boogaloo” movement was arrested last week for allegedly sending
more than 20 threatening and
profane letters to Santa Clara
County Health Officer Dr. Sara
Cody.
The Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office announced Tuesday
that it had arrested 55-year-old
Alan Viarengo on charges of
stalking and threatening a public
official, and found an arsenal
of weapons, ammunition and
explosives at his home. Detectives
zeroed in on Viarengo after they
positively identified his fingerprints on numerous threatening
and profane letters that were sent
to Cody and then watched him
drop off another letter addressed
to Cody with similar threatening
messages.
Detectives also found Viarengo’s fingerprint on a letter that
had been sent to the widow of
Sgt. Damon Gutzwiller, a deputy
in the Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office who was fatally shot
on June 6 while responding to a
report of a suspicious vehicle in
Boulder Creek, according to a
news release from the Santa Clara
County Sheriff’s Office. The letter
mocked the death of Gutzwiller
and wished death upon more law
enforcement officers.
Detectives believe Viarengo had
sent a total of 24 letters to Cody.
These letters became “increasingly aggressive, offensive and

CRIME BRIEFS
continued from page 6

Attorney’s Office and a Superior
Court judge issued an arrest warrant for nine felony counts of
lewd acts with a minor aged 14
or 15 years old, the press release
states. The charges against Hodes
indicated that these counts stem
from three of the minors.
Hodes was arrested at his
home and booked into the Santa
Clara County Main Jail in San
Jose, police said.
Hodes’ LinkedIn profile shows
he has owned Peninsula Tutoring
Service in Palo Alto since 1970,
providing “professional private
instruction in mathematics and
the sciences at primary, secondary and university levels.”
Investigators suspect there
may be other victims based
on themes in the allegations
and the fact that Hodes regularly provided private tutoring services in his home.
Hodes tutored students who
attended Castilleja School, Palo

threatening,” according to the
news release. They requested a
warrant from the District Attorney’s Office for Viarengo’s arrest
for felony stalking and threatening a public official.
According to the news release,
Viarengo’s letters suggested that
he is a member of the loosely
organized “Boogaloo” movement. Its members, conspicuous
for wearing tactical gear and
Hawaiian shirts during demonstrations, are known for antigovernment and pro-gun views.
The suspect in Gutzwiller’s killing is also a suspected “Boogaloo”
adherent.
Viarengo was arrested on Aug.
27 at his home in Gilroy, according to the news release. Detectives
also found 138 firearms, thousands of rounds of ammunition
and explosive material at his
home.
He was arraigned on Aug. 31,
according to online Santa Clara
County Superior Court records.
Anyone with information about
this case is asked to call the Sheriff’s Office at 408-808-4500 or the
Investigative Services anonymous
tip line at 408-808-4431.
Cody, who holds a central role
in Bay Area’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, is one of
a growing roster of public health
professionals to face threats since
March, when the onset of the
pandemic prompted them to
issue shelter-in-place orders. Dr.
Anthony Fauci, director of the
National Institute of Allergy and
Diseases and the nation’s leading
infectious disease officer, told

CNN last month that he had
received death threats. As this
news organization has previously reported, numerous county
health officers in California have
abruptly resigned during the
pandemic due to stress, threats or
other reasons.
In Santa Clara County, the
sheriff’s office initiated a 24-hour
security detail to protect Cody
after she began receiving irate
and profane letters, according to
the news release. Made up of deputies, sergeants and detectives,
the security detail was responsible for collecting, vetting, processing and documenting any
threatening correspondence to
Cody.
The county’s Department of
Public Health said in a July statement that while the public health
officer’s decisions have saved
thousands of lives during the
pandemic, they have “placed a
spotlight that has made our public
health officer the target of serious
threats from a few individuals.”
“We condemn any effort to
harm or intimidate our public
health officer, an individual who
deserves our respect and appreciation for having the bravery to
make the tough calls needed to
protect the health and wellbeing
of all our residents, including the
most vulnerable members of our
community,” the county’s
announcement stated. A
Sue Dremann contributed
to this report.

Alto High School, Gunn High
School and Gideon Hausner
Jewish Day School, though
it’s possible he tutored students from other local schools,
according to police, who added
Hodes was not employed at the
aforementioned schools.
Any other victims or anyone
with information related to the
case is asked to call the department’s 24-hour dispatch center at
650-329-2413. Anonymous tips
can be emailed to paloalto@tipnow.org or sent by text message
or voicemail to 650-383-8984.
—Palo Alto Weekly staff

Middlefield Road.
The 19-year-old victim told
deputies she was walking along
Fourth Avenue when the suspect
approached her from behind and
demanded her car keys while
brandishing a knife, according
to the sheriff’s office.
The victim ran into an apartment complex, where she called
the Sheriff’s Office. The suspect
did not follow her into the apartment complex and fled the area
on foot.
Deputies were unable to locate
the suspect, described as a Hispanic man around 18 to 20 years
old, standing about 5 feet 7 inches tall, and estimated to weigh
approximately 170 pounds. He
was wearing all black clothing
and a black and white face covering, sheriff’s officials said.
Anyone with information or
video surveillance of the area is
asked to contact the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office anonymous tip line at (800) 547-2700.
—Bay City News Service

Attempted armed robbery
San Mateo County sheriff’s
deputies are looking for the
suspect in an attempted armed
robbery in unincorporated Redwood City on Sunday night.
At about 9:40 p.m. Aug. 31,
deputies responded to a call of
an attempted armed robbery in
the 200 block of Fourth Avenue,
between William Avenue and

Email Gennady Sheyner at
gsheyner@paweekly.com

Virginia “Gigi” Gertridge Noa
October 6, 1961 – August 6, 2020
With her husband at her side, Gigi Noa passed away
peacefully at Kaiser Hospital in Redwood City on August
6, 2020, after unexpectedly suffering a massive brain
hemorrhage while tending her garden. She was 58.
Born at Stanford
Hospital on October
6, 1961, Gigi was
the youngest of four
children to John and
Virginia Gertridge.
Growing
up
in
Menlo Park, Gigi
attended
Encinal
Elementary, Sacred
Heart Prep High
School
(Atherton)
and
Independent
Learning School. She
graduated from Chico
State University with
a BA in Art History.
Gigi met the love of her life, Jorge Noa, at a friend’s
wedding and they fell in love at first sight. Gigi and Jorge
were married August 2, 1987, in the little chapel at Villa
Maria Del Mar, Santa Cruz, near the Gertridge Family
beach house on Sunny Cove. For the next 33 years, they
made their home in the Twin Peaks neighborhood of San
Francisco.
Gigi discovered her talent for etching and print
making while taking art studio courses at Chico State
and that passion stayed with her throughout all of her
life. She deeply enjoyed expressing her creative urges
and many of the etchings and aquatints hung in their
Twin Peaks home were her own works. Her other great
talent was baking delicious pies and caramel fudge
cake. Though she could initially be perceived as shy, the
outpouring of her spontaneous creativity and humor
would delight everyone once she felt at ease. It was her
uncomplaining enjoyment of life, her ability to recognize
the inherent good in everyone and her disdain of being
confrontational that formed her bond with her many
lifelong friends.
It was these same qualities that allowed her to so
successfully cope with an otherwise debilitating medical
disorder that forced her to be a stay-at-home housewife.
For the last 25 years of her life she suffered from a
chronic disorder known as Interstitial Cystitis which
currently has no cure and only marginal therapies for
limited partial relief. She didn’t want the consequences
of her medical condition to interfere with those around
her. It is a testament to her optimism and enjoyment of
life that only close friends and family were aware of her
condition.
Gigi is survived by her husband Jorge, siblings Jay
(Trish), Janet, Dick (Penny), and six nephews and nieces.
She was predeceased by her parents Johnny & Ginny.
Due to the limitations imposed by the Corona Virus
pandemic, only a small private interment will be held at
Los Gatos Memorial Park. In keeping with her lifelong
efforts to always do personal good for others and help
individuals in need, memorial contributions may be
made to a charity of your choice.
Gigi will be greatly missed and very fondly remembered
for the joy she brought with her and the caring she
showed to those in need around her.
PA I D
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Wiberg, a longtime farrier with
clients in the area, donated the
first load of hay for the horses
arriving at Kiely Field. In all, 31
animals were taken in.
“People have been extremely
generous,” said Bailey. “Whenever we’ve put the word out for
something, the response has
been amazing.”
Denise Enea, former fire marshal of the Woodside Fire Protection District, played a key role
in connecting horse facilities
with space to evacuees in need of

shelter. She also coordinated feed
deliveries to all the locations. “I
started to receive calls on day one
of the fire, some as far as Morgan
Hill. I picked up the phone and
called horse facilities in our area
and all said yes, of course —
bring the horses,” said Enea.
The Mounted Patrol was
another key evacuation site for
horses, along with a pair of miniature Zebu Brahma cattle.
Emaan Amid-Hozour and
Genevieve Crivello had two
horses and a pony evacuated
from the Skylonda area to the
Mounted Patrol Grounds in
Woodside by two members of the

Mounted Patrol. On a recent visit
to the Patrol Grounds, the couple
watched their horses Charlie and
Carson and pony, Emma, peacefully munching on hay. “This
place was a lifesaver. I don’t know
what we would have done,” said
Crivello.
The Horse Park at Woodside
also opened up to evacuees,
taking in 30 horses, several
donkeys and mares with young
foals. Executive Director Steve
Roon worked closely with Robin
Camozzi of the San Mateo Large
Animal Evacuation Group.
“It was so gratifying to be able
to do this. We are also lucky to

Joan Louise Inglis
February 22, 1929 – August 16, 2020
Joan Louise Harzfeld Inglis, six decade
Menlo Park resident, passed peacefully amidst
a sudden, summer thunderstorm on August
16th in Palo Alto.
Joan packed a lifetime of experiences into
nearly every year of her life. She traveled to
every continent many
times, including a trip to
Jordan, Egypt and Syria
as soon as flights were
available after 9/11, a predetente trip to Russia and
a brisk hike up the Masada
in her later years. She lived
a healthy, progressive
lifestyle ahead of her time.
Joan was born in San
Francisco on February
22, 1929 to Arthur and
Louise Harzfeld. She
attended Burlingame High
School where she met her
future husband, John. Her
mother had graduated
from the University of
California, while her dad
graduated from Stanford Law School. Joan
received her BA in Journalism from Stanford
in 1950 putting in place an intra-family Big
Game friendly rivalry for years. Joan re-met
John Inglis and they married in her parents’
backyard in 1955 after which they moved to
Menlo Park and finally to the old house on
Olive Street.
Joan worked at the Menlo Park Recorder,
starting on the Social beat but working her
way to more interesting fare which included a
two-part interview with Hall of Famer Ty Cobb
who lived in Atherton at the time, who was in
the local news for loudly refusing to pay his
power bill in a dispute with PG&E. Although
this was the extent of her business career, she
put her journalism skills to work creating
newsletters for several groups including local
schools, PTA, MP Presbyterian Church and
the Orton Society.
Joan’s commitment to health and fitness was
legendary. She was a health food maven before
the 60s. She would do the grocery shopping
on her bicycle (which she rode wearing a plaid
skirt) and was known by all, as she waved to
everyone. This unfortunately ended when she
had a serious accident (while waving) which
led to her increasing her outdoor daily walks
to at least three miles until her late 80s when

she moved this activity inside. Tai chi, aerobics
and strength training and vitamin D sun baths
were also part of her life.
Joan’s commitment to literacy was even
more robust. She taught Great Books at the
schools, taught illiterate adults to read, many of
whom wrote letters to her
crediting her with their
success in life. She then
joined her dear friends,
Martha and Heidi Renner,
in working to give dyslexic
children a much-needed
leg up through what is
now the International
Dyslexic
Association.
This was while working
as an in-class assistant
at Oak Knoll School for
decades, assisting many a
struggling child to catch
up, keep up and finally to
succeed.
At various times her
restless mind led her to
Swedenborgian, Episcopalian, Presbyterian,
Baptist and Jewish houses of worship. She
avidly studied religion and had faith. She was
progressive and practical, pro gun-safety and
put enough campaign signs in her front yard to
“even the scales” with her adored friends from
bible study. She was always ready to dance,
particularly the Charleston, and John and she
went to many jazz (and the occasional Zydeco)
festivals through the years. Despite being tone
deaf, Joan passed her rhythm and love of music
to her three sons who all sang and performed
musically. The sub-five footer also met Dr.
Ruth at a Stanford reunion and famously told
her, “You’re the first person I’ve ever met who’s
shorter than I am!” Finally - Joan attended
regular lunches with grammar school friends
for years, into her 90s.
Her last five plus years were spent at the Avant
in Palo Alto. Her good nature and compulsive
hall-walking made her very popular and wellliked. She continued to exercise, read, play
bridge and talk about politics (fiercely), books,
shows and movies.
Joan was predeceased by her husband, John,
and her oldest son, John Arthur, and is survived
by her two sons, Christopher William Inglis
and James Matthew Inglis and their families.
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have so many experienced horse
people here,” said Roon.
In addition to being an evacuation site, he said the management
has been developing a plan for
the evacuation of the Horse Park
itself.
As the number of animals
being brought in grew by the
hour, so did the cost of caring
for them. The Woodside Community Foundation responded
quickly by funding a grant proposed by Scott and Kathi Dancer
to provide feed and immediately
started a Local Disaster Relief
Fund focused on large animals.
According to Rick DeBenedetti, WCF’s treasurer, donations
during normal times tend to be
on the small side and come in
slowly, but all that changes when
people react to an urgent need.
“Then it’s amazing how generous
people are! The fund doubled in
four days. It was crazy,” DeBenedetti said.
WHOA! (Woodside-Area
Horse Owner’s Association)
made a donation of $10,000 to
the fund.
With so many members of the
community mobilized to help in
a crisis, new relationships were
forged. “I’ve made a lot of new
friends through all of this,” said
Kathi Dancer.

As firefighters gain control
of the nearby CZU Lightning
Complex fires, which are burning in San Mateo and Santa
Cruz counties and were just
under 50% containment as of
Wednesday, thoughts are starting to turn to the next one, which
could be even closer to home. “If
this fire doesn’t promote proactive change within all the WUI
(wildland urban interface) communities of San Mateo County,
I’m afraid nothing will except,
unfortunately, a similar fire here
on the east side of Highway 35,”
said Enea, referring to areas
where buildings and development are intermingled with
undeveloped land.
If that fire ever happens, many
horses and large animals in
Woodside and Portola Valley
would need to be evacuated.
Enea says more people on the
east side of Highway 35 should
become members of the San
Mateo Large Animal Evacuation
Group.
“There won’t be anyone who
knows how to do it better than
(the group) after the CZU August
Lightning Complex fires incident. They had an extremely
difficult job and the volunteers
are truly amazing,” she said. A

COVID-19

urged the public to continue to
be tested for the virus if they have
symptoms or have been in close
contact with someone who tested
positive for COVID-19.
“I don’t agree with the new
CDC guidance,” Newsom said
at the news conference. “We’re
influenced by our (health)
experts in the field that feel
very differently. So with respect
to the CDC, no, that is not the
policy guideline we will embrace
or adopt here in the state of
California.”
At the state’s current testing capacity, the positivity rate
of COVID-19 continues to
decrease. The two-week average now stands at 6.1% as of
last week. Hospitalizations and
intensive-care unit admissions
for COVID-19 also continue to
decrease at a 14-day average of
17% and 18%, respectively.

continued from page 5

Newsom also said the deal will
help reduce turnaround time
for tests results, which currently
takes an average of seven days.
With PerkinElmer, tests are
guaranteed to arrive within 24
to 48 hours, which will improve
conditions for contract tracing.
Several other conditions outlined in the contract, which
the governor said will be made
public, include: “favored nation
status,” which means the price
could be reduced should another
state also make a deal with
PerkinElmer, but at a lower cost;
an opt-out provision in case a
cure for COVID-19 is made and
tests are no longer a priority; and
a “zero-cost” upgrade testing
package for those who want to
get tested for the seasonal flu and
the coronavirus.
The announcement arrived
just a few days after the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention changed its previous testing
guidance. It now recommends
that people who are exposed to
COVID-19 through close contact “do not necessarily need a
test unless you are a vulnerable
individual or your health care
provider or state or local public
health officials recommend you
take one.”
Santa Clara County health
leaders balked at the new recommendation, including Health
Officer Dr. Sara Cody, who called
the changes “bizarre.” They

Comprehensive COVID-19
coverage
View interactive charts tracking the spread of the coronavirus
in San Mateo and Santa Clara
counties online at paloaltoonline.atavist.com/tracking-thecoronavirus. Find a comprehensive collection of coverage on the
Midpeninsula’s response to the
new coronavirus by The Almanac and its sister publications,
Palo Alto Online, and the Mountain View Voice, at tinyurl.com/
c19-Almanac. A
CalMatters and Bay City News
Service contributed to this report.

N E W S
VOLUNTEER
continued from page 5

the San Bruno Fire Department.
He’s lived in La Honda his whole
life, he said.
He and his 14-member team
of volunteer firefighters have
played a significant role in tackling the CZU August Lightning
Complex fires that have threatened to burn the forested hamlet
they call home.
La Honda Fire Brigade is one
of only a handful of volunteer
fire brigades in San Mateo
County, along with Loma Mar
and Kings Mountain.
The brigade, which typically
responds to about 400 calls per
year, has been working day and
night to attack the fires ravaging the forests of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, Delay said.
Delay’s team responded when
lightning ignited one of the fires
that would become part of the
CZU Fire Complex, which had
burned 85,378 acres and was
46% contained as of Wednesday. When the lightning hit in
a remote area inaccessible by
vehicles, his crew trekked over
a mile through dense terrain
to find and fight the fire, helping to clear the path for other
firefighters.
“We’ve been basically on
duty since the fires started,”
Delay said. “The work is long
and exhausting. However, the
importance when it’s your own
community brings it home that
much more and inspires you. (It
gives you) motivation to keep
going even when you’re completely exhausted.”
The CZU fires have presented
an unprecedented fire battle. At
their worst, the flames were only
about 2 miles from La Honda,
Delay said.
“This is a career fire. There’s
nothing of this scale or magnitude in this century in San
Mateo County or Santa Cruz
County,” he said.
The work has been tiring, but
the community — especially the
small population of La Honda,
which numbers about 1,500 —
has provided abundant support,
Delay said.
“It’s been overwhelming, the
amount that people have stood
up to support the efforts,” he
said. Local ham radio operators
and the town’s CERT, or Community Emergency Response
Team, have been very active,
providing real-time status
updates to community members
and helping to coordinate large
animal evacuations. Others have
helped by providing janitorial
services to keep the firehouse
clean and open.
The groups have built relationships and gone through training
in previous years that helped to
make the current responses so
coordinated, he said.

“Everybody’s pitched in how
they can,” he said. “It’s an honor,
honestly, to help lead a group of
folks in a community in efforts
to help protect itself. It takes a
village to get all these things
accomplished at the same time.”
Kings Mountain Fire
Brigade

Hank Stern is the assistant
chief of the Kings Mountain Fire
Brigade on Skyline Boulevard in
Woodside. Its primary response
area is Skyline north to Highway
92, just south of Highway 84,
down Tunitas Creek on the west
side and down Kings Mountain
Road on the east side.
The firefighters on the allvolunteer staff of 14 have the
same level of training as paid
firefighters. The department
receives about 250 dispatches a
year, Stern said, the majority of
which are medical aid calls or
vehicle collision responses. “A
fair number” of calls are wildland or structure fire responses,
and firefighters are also trained
in high-angle rope rescues.
During the week of Aug.
17, in the days after the CZU
Lightning Complex fires started, the Kings Mountain firefighters provided additional
support for Cal Fire for two or
three days until they ramped
up staffing. Over that span, the
department sent a unit down
to the fire lines and swapped
out its staff about every 12
hours, although sometimes
shifts lasted as long as 18 to 22
hours, Stern said.
All of the volunteers have
full-time jobs; some worked on
the fire lines after their day jobs
were done, while others like
Stern, who works in the biotechnology business and has served
as a Kings Mountain firefighter
for 26 years, took time off.
“In our department we have
chemical engineers, nurses,
electrical engineers, mechanics — there’s a wide variety of
skill sets that we can access,”
Stern said. “It’s an incredibly
motivated group. Everyone has
their reasons for contributing their time and expertise;
most have the opportunity to
give back and want to make a
difference.”
The brigade shared photos
from the fire lines on Twitter,
scenes of firefighters spraying
trees being licked by flames a
few feet away. As residents of
nearby La Honda evacuated,
Kings Mountain firefighters
fought the flames alongside Cal
Fire, the Menlo Park Fire Protection District and La Honda
Fire Brigade, among others.
Residents, in turn, have shown
their appreciation and support
for the volunteer brigade. Last
week, firefighters found a thank
you note tied to a tree alongside

their fire engine, and on the
same day received a full dinner
donated by Alice’s Restaurant in
Woodside.
“For some of our residents
that may have health issues, they
see familiar faces from their
community (when firefighters
respond),” Stern said. “They
see people that know their dogs,
their families, their medical
conditions, and that puts them
at ease.”
The strong connection firefighters have with the area and
residents has motivated them,
he said.
“It affects the firefighters personally as far as knowing people
in the area or their own family
being on edge,” Stern said. “It
provides quite a bit of motivation for firefighters to support
and help. ... We know the area,
we can take action right away,
we have a short response time
and the staff is trained and has
the equipment to make a significant impact.”
Typically, the Labor Day weekend would see crowds of people
making their way up to the
redwood-shrouded community
for the annual Kings Mountain
Art Fair, a fundraiser for the
fire brigade and local Kings
Mountain Elementary School
that accounts for a significant
portion of the budget for apparatus and gear purchases, Stern
said. But with the COVID-19
pandemic, the festival has gone
virtual this year. The lack of an
in-person event presents a “bit
of a challenge” for the brigade
financially, but Stern learned
earlier this week that organizers received an anonymous
matching grant of $10,000 for
donations to the department
during the virtual fair, a direct
result of their help with the CZU
Lightning Complex fires. (Visit
kingsmountainairfair.org for
more information.)
On the home front, families
have also served as an essential
support system for firefighters.
“Many times our families
are covering for everything we
haven’t done,” Stern said. “Usually a lot of people in the community are asking questions,
and many times our spouses are
on the back end of those questions. It’s also challenging for
OBITUARIES

A list of local residents
who died recently:
Evelyn Aurelia Arata,
103, an Atherton resident,
died on Aug. 3. Joan Louise
Inglis, 91, a Menlo Park
resident of six decades, died
on Aug. 16.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at almanacnews.
com/obituaries.

other family members — you
don’t know if you’ll be out for
five minutes or five hours or an
entire day.
“We have great family support, and we have huge community support. ... It’s one of the
tightest communities I’ve ever
seen in terms of people looking
out for each other and making
sure neighbors are safe.”

sure they have what they need.
If people would like to help
support that effort, we would
very much appreciate it,” said
Menlo Park Fire Chief Harold
Schapelhouman in a statement. A
Email Julia Brown at jbrown@
almanacnews.com and Kate
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@
almanacnews.com

How to help

The Menlo Park Fire Protection District, which employs
about 100 firefighters, has taken
steps to help volunteer firefighters working farther south
in Santa Cruz County. They
brought supplies like cots and
a mobile shower and washing
machine and created an online
fundraising campaign to support the Ben Lomond and
Boulder Creek volunteer fire
protection districts, which can
be accessed at is.gd/volfirefund.
“We’re up here daily making

LEHUA GREENMAN
“The strongest
people are not
those who show
strength in
front of us, but
those who win
battles we know
nothing about.”

650.245.1845

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
CITY ARBORIST
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 284865
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
City Arborist, located at 2282 Sharon Road,
Menlo Park, CA 94025; Mailing Address:
325 Sharon Park Dr. #646, Menlo Park, CA
94025, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
HENRY ARDALAN
2282 Sharon Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
AZAR DALE
2282 Sharon Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
This business is conducted by: Married
Couple.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above 4/10/1997.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
August 5, 2020.
(ALM Aug. 21, 28; Sep. 4, 11, 2020)
GUSTAVO ESPINO’S GARDENING AND
HANDYMAN SERVICE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 285010
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Gustavo Espino’s Gardening and
Handyman Service, located at 253 Hayden
Way, La Honda, CA 94020, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
GUSTAVO JOEL ESPINO RODRIGUEZ
253 Hayden Way
La Honda, CA 94020
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 6/22/20.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
August 17, 2020.
(ALM Sep. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF
JODI ANN VALENTI
CASE NO. 20-PRO-00971
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors,
contingent creditors, and persons who
may otherwise be interested in the will or
estate, or both, of: JODI VALENTI a.k.a. JODI
ANN VALENTI
A Petition for Probate has been filed by
JACQUILINE VALENTI in the Superior Court
of California, County of SAN MATEO.
The Petition for Probate requests that

JACQULINE VALENTI be appointed as
personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
The Petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important actions,
however, the personal representative will
be required to give notice to interested
persons unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed action.) The
independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person
files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will be held in
this court on 09/30/2020 at 9:00 A.M. in
Dept. 28 located at 400 COUNTY CENTER,
REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063, SOUTHERN
BRANCH.
If you object to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the
hearing and state your objections or file
written objections with the court before
the hearing. Your appearance may be in
person or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must file
your claim with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative appointed
by the court within the later of either
(1) four months from the date of first
issuance of letters to a general personal
representative, as defined in section 58(b)
of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60
days from the date of mailing or personal
delivery to you of a notice under section
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a
creditor. You may want to consult with an
attorney knowledgeable in California law.
You may examine the file kept by the
court. If you are a person interested in
the estate, you may file with the court a
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) of
the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account
as provided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner: SETH E. WATKINS,
LAW OFFICE OF SETH E. WATKINS, 1771
WOODSIDE RD., REDWOOD CITY, CA
94061, Telephone: (650) 367-1771 ext. 1402
8/28, 9/4, 9/11/20
CNS-3391541#
THE ALMANAC

For legal advertising call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578.
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Fire district incumbents face last-minute challengers
Top issues include a retiring chief, growing traffic and the possible exit of Atherton
By Sue Dremann

T

he race for a seat on the
Menlo Park Fire Protection District board is
heating up, with incumbents
Virginia Chang Kiraly and Rob
Silano facing a challenge by
longtime former board member Peter Carpenter and Sean
Ballard, the chairman of the
district’s finance and strategic
planning committees.
Carpenter and Ballard said
they are running because of
board dysfunction and micromanagement, which they claim
is stifling the district. The board
“needs to be refreshed,” Ballard
said.
The fire district serves Menlo
Park, Atherton, East Palo Alto
and surrounding unincorporated communities.
Carpenter previously served
on the board for 16 years and
retired in 2018. The current
board has gotten “too deep in
the weeds,” which is causing
projects such as fire station
improvements and innovations
to languish, he said.
“The purpose of the board
is to provide broad oversight,”
he said. The board instead has
haggled over smaller expenditures that hamper the district
and the fire chief, rather than
focusing on policy decisions.
“What disturbs me is not that
we are on a wrong course, but
we’ve stopped moving forward,”
Carpenter said. He noted the
board has deferred rebuilding
Station 4 and Station 1. If he
is elected, he wants the board
to continue to execute a longterm strategy to rebuild fire
stations and upgrade and diversify its stations, equipment and
technologies.
The challengers see a board
that micromanages to the point
of hindering important and
even economically sound decisions. The strategy of purchasing property adjacent to the fire
stations for future growth is one
example, Carpenter said. The
district typically fixes up the
homes and rents them out until
starting fire station expansions.
But at Station 77, the board has
let a home languish for two years
without so much as a coat of
paint and won’t let the fire chief
take care of it.
“We’re basically a trash landlord,” Carpenter said.
Chang Kiraly said she agreed
with Ballard and Carpenter on
that issue. “We cannot micromanage,” she said.
In July, the board wanted
staff to get permission to redo
the front counter in the fire
station, Chang Kiraly said. She

Sean Ballard

Peter Carpenter

also wanted the district-owned
house on Chilco Street to not
look as blighted, but the board
“voted on not going forward
with a coat of paint,” she said by
phone.
Silano took exception to the
characterizations.
“We do not micromanage the
chief. Our fire board president
and our entire board work
together. I do not understand
what Mr. Carpenter and Mr.
Ballard are referring to involving their criticism.”
He touted the public safety
credentials of the current fire
board, saying that two board
members are retired public
safety managers with the combined experience of over 75
years. The board has a former
CEO of a nonprofit, and two
former financial administrators,
calling it “a great combination to
oversee a governmental organization,” in an email.
Among the board’s achievements are building a $45 million
training facility and eliminating
costly top division chief positions, Silano said.
But Chang Kiraly, Carpenter
and Ballard said Chief Harold
Schapelhouman is often hamstrung by the board. They said
he has done a superb job, and
replacing him will be difficult.
To that end, a micromanaging
board would be a liability in
hiring and retaining a new chief.
While that process could involve
an internal search, it might also
mean casting a wider net. Carpenter noted that in the past,
hires from outside of the district
didn’t last long, but Schapelhouman, who has worked for the
district for many years, brought
stability.
Hiring a new chief is one reason why Chang Kiraly said she
is running again.
“We need to have continuity
and an institutional history” to
choose the right chief, she said.
She also supports involving public stakeholders, police departments and volunteer leaders in
the process.
“The fire chief is the chief for
the whole community and is the
public face of the district and
interacting with the public,” she
said.
The candidates said they want
to work closely with the cities to
make it easier to get permits to

18QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQSeptember 4, 2020

rebuild fire stations and to take
part in the early stages of development proposals so traffic and
other safety concerns will be
addressed up front.
“The district does not have a
seat at the table a lot of times,”
Ballard said.
Chang Kiraly agreed, saying neighboring cities should
work with the fire district. “It
comes down to: We have a say
in building permits in terms of
fire safety, but if cities really care
about residents and the safety of
residents, they should be working collaboratively with us.”
Most concerning is the growing impact of traffic on emergency response times.
Silano said that traffic is a
problem, and will remain a
problem, but he disagreed that
the district is being left out of
development planning.
“All construction plans are
reviewed by our staff. Any problem areas are addressed and are
worked on by the chief and his
staff. We are at the table with the
communities we serve, working
together.”
Regarding emergency response
times, Ballard is for continuing
to develop plans to shift equipment strategically, as Schapelhouman has done, to locations
where the response times are
the longest and communities are
most at risk, in order to mitigate
traffic congestion. A truck with
a ladder capable of reaching the
tops of tall buildings is located
at Station 2 in East Palo Alto, for
example, where it can reach tall
buildings quickly in East Palo
Alto and east Menlo Park, he
said.
As people come back to work
when the economy reopens

during the COVID-19 pandemic, Carpenter said people
won’t be carpooling or using
public transportation, and that
could further impact emergency response times. Finding
solutions to congestion will
take creative thinking. There
might need to be smaller but
more plentiful stations where
responders won’t have to travel
far, he said.
On board spending and transparency, the candidates also
agreed. The district is very well
financed and is sound, said Ballard, who chairs the district’s
budget finance committee.
Silano said that the current fire
board is very transparent. “We
have a balanced budget, strong
reserves, and we pay down our
CALPERS (California Public
Employees’ Retirement System)
debt yearly. We could presently
pay off our CALPERS with our
strong reserves,” he said.
The new fire stations, 2 and 6,
were paid for from tax dollars
set aside for them, and the Station 4 construction project has
funds already set aside, Silano
said.
But there’s one looming concern that could deeply affect
the district’s bottom line: the
town of Atherton splitting from
the fire district, which some on
the Atherton City Council are
considering.
Separating Atherton “would
never be allowed. It’s contrary
to state law,” Carpenter said.
Ballard said he had great concerns about it. “It would be a
significant blow for the district,”
he said. Atherton’s property
taxes are significant and losing
that revenue would impact the
district’s ability to provide its

standard of services.
“We’re one fire district, we’re
one community, so I’m not for
any detachment. We provide
service to the highest and lowest income communities in the
county,” Chang Kiraly said.
Silano said the consolidation
of fire services and public safety
services makes more sense.
“No detachment, period. It’s
like a house of cards. One
town withdraws, the entire
public safety response system is
affected in San Mateo County. It
will take years to get the system
up and running in an effective
and operational way. The other
communities in the fire district
and San Mateo County will be
damaged by (Atherton’s) move
to detach,” he said.
All four candidates agreed
that the district institutionally
is well-prepared for emergencies, except where volunteer
programs are concerned. The
Community Crisis Management
program needs a lot of work,
they said.
“It is too big and does not
address the representation of all
the volunteer groups within our
fire district. It is not a fair group.
Many times, it does not share
the volunteers, training and
equipment with all the other
volunteer groups,” Silano said.
“We need to do more to support
all volunteer groups equally.”
In turn, some cities need to
provide their volunteer groups
with support, and all of the district’s communities need to find
a way to tap into “this great
resource of volunteers within
our community,” he said. A

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

records from E-911 data; access
public utility data to obtain bill
payer information; and continue negotiations with mobile
phone carriers, which have been
uncooperative in the past.
San Mateo County’s 10.6%
average subscription rate is similar to other Bay Area counties,
as Santa Clara County has a rate
of 8.1% and Sonoma County has
a 12% subscription rate.
The SMC Alert website and
registration can be found at hsd.
smcsheriff.com/smcalert.
—Bay City News Service

most neighborhoods since Aug.
18. Due to the elevated levels of
smoke, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District has
expanded its latest Spare the Air
alert through Thursday, Sept. 3.
Residents can track the air
quality near their homes in real
time through the PurpleAir
interactive map that crowdsources information from neighbors’ private sensors to measure
dust, smoke and other particulate matter. Every icon on the
map represents a PurpleAir
sensor installed and maintained
by members of the community.
While readings from these sensors currently can’t be used for
official pollution statistics, they
provide a general idea of the
particulate readings in the area.
Go to purpleair.com for more
information.
—Palo Alto Weekly staff

continued from page 18

for low enrollment in some cities. Though approximately 9%
of county residents speak Chinese and another 6.5% speak
Tagalog, alerts are only sent in
English and Spanish.
Daly City is an example where
language barriers may impact
enrollment, as 66.4% of the
city’s residents speak a language
other than English at home. The
city is the largest in the county,
yet it has a 2.6% subscription
level, the second lowest in the
county. The report thus recommended that the OES translate
all enrollment materials and
alerts by March 31, 2021.
The report recommended
three approaches for the OES
to increase enrollment, with
findings presented by Dec. 31,
2020: obtain landline telephone

Real-time air quality
monitoring
As multiple wildfires continue to burn around the Bay
Area, spreading smoke across
the region, the air quality along
the Midpeninsula has ranged
from moderate to unhealthy in

Email Sue Dremann at
sdremann@paweekly.com

N E W S
CALTRAIN
continued from page 8

the other agencies could repay
SamTrans’ additional contribution to buy the rail right of
way. A 1991 agreement said that
San Francisco and Santa Clara
County’s Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) could do
so either by fully reimbursing
the transportation agency or by
paying their share of the additional contribution based on
the rail mileage in each county,
according to a July report to
the Caltrain board by law firm
Olson Remcho.
The agreement was renegotiated in 2008 because by 2007, neither of the agencies had started to
pay back SamTrans. Compound
interest increased the amount
owed by the two other agencies
to $91.5 million, but the amount
was reset to $53.3 million. SamTrans forgave the agencies $38.2
million in exchange for being
able to remain the managing
agency for Caltrain as long as it
chose to do so.
In the 2008 agreement, the
plan was for the VTA to pay $8
million, San Francisco to pay $2
million and to have the bulk of it,
$43.3 million, paid by the MTC
or Metropolitan Transportation
Commission, the Bay Area’s
transportation financing, planning and coordinating agency.
VTA has paid SamTrans $8 million; San Francisco has paid back
all but $200,000 of its $2 million
commitment; and the MTC has
paid back $23.7 million, leaving
SamTrans still about $19.7 million short of the $53.3 million
committed back in 2008.
The Joint Powers Authority designates SamTrans as the
managing agency for Caltrain.
The measure faced complications when leaders in two of
the three counties, San Francisco and Santa Clara counties,
pushed back.
It was initially discussed
because the agency doesn’t have
a dedicated source of funding
and it is in the process of completing a $2 billion project to
electrify the Caltrain line.

But SamTrans also manages
other operations besides Caltrain, like the paratransit and bus
systems in San Mateo County.
The big issue, Pine said, is that
the other two counties don’t get
a say in staffing matters, such as
whether to hire or fire the CEO.
The governance tension goes
back decades to 1991, when San
Mateo County invested $82
million to purchase the trackage rights. Neither San Francisco nor Santa Clara County
put money toward that purchase. When the agreement was
restructured in 2008, SamTrans
essentially gave up $38 million
in interest in exchange for the
right to be the managing agency
“as long as it desired,” Pine said.
In other words, SamTrans
invested tens of millions of dollars in the Caltrain system for
which it was never paid by the
other two counties.
“Passing a sales tax for Caltrain would be a game changer
during this time of the COVID
pandemic and would allow Caltrain to substantially expand its
service in the future,” Pine said.

CI-GO Offers:
Grocery
shopping

Dry
Cleaning

Medication
Pick Ups

Mail
Services

To improve safety conditions during the COVID-19
pandemic, Caltrain cleans and
sanitizes its fleet and stations
with hospital-grade disinfectants. Surfaces that are regularly
touched at stations are wiped
down multiple times daily, and
crews use spray foggers to clean
surfaces midday and overnight.
Riders must wear masks and are
asked to maintain at least 6 feet
of space from others.
Access the latest weekday
schedules at is.gd/caltrainweekday. Weekend schedules are
unchanged.
The Caltrain board was set to
meet Sept. 3 to talk about its
2020-21 budget, as well as hold a
public hearing about a separate
matter: whether to close the
Atherton Caltrain station.
Access the latest information at
almanacnews.com. A
Email Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com

CareIndeed
The Heart of Home Care.

ERRANDS TO RUN?
LEAN ON US!
All Your Essentials Delivered
Safely to Your Front Door

Our top priority is the safety of you, your loved ones,
and our community. We’re Here to Help!
Call us today at (650) 352-4007 or
intake@careindeed.com to ﬁnd out more
about our program!

Order online and get 10%
off your ﬁrst service
Promo code: CAREINDEED

www.careindeed.com

https://info.careindeed.com/ci-go

TOWN OF ATHERTON
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Rider information

Governance challenges

The awkward thing, Pine said,
is that the Caltrain board itself
can’t change the governance
of Caltrain. The governance
debate, he added, has been
ongoing for years and needs to
be resolved.
While SamTrans currently
manages Caltrain, the Caltrain
board has equal membership
among all three counties.
Caltrain was created as a joint
powers authority between the
city and county of San Francisco, SamTrans and the Santa
Clara Valley Transportation
Authority.

Let us take the stress of running errands off your plate.
We have a large team of caregivers ready to travel
throughout the Bay Area.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Atherton City Council will hold a public hearing to consider
HTLUKTLU[Z[V*OHW[LY(JJLZZVY`+^LSSPUN<UP[ZHUK*OHW[LY+LÄUP[PVUZ
This meeting is being held in compliance with the Governors Executive Order N-25-20 issued
on March 4, 2020, and Executive Order N-29-20 issued on March 17, 2020, allowing for deviation of
teleconference rules required by the Brown Act. The purpose of this is to provide the safest environment
MVYZ[HќHUK[OLW\ISPJ^OPSLHSSV^PUNMVYW\ISPJWHY[PJPWH[PVU;OLTLL[PUN^PSSILOLSKI`[LSLVY]PKLV
conferencing. The public may participate in the City Council Meeting via: Zoom Meeting.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/506897786

Remote Public Comments:

Meeting ID: 506 897 786
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,506897786# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

Meeting participants are encouraged to submit
public comments in writing in advance of the
meeting. The following email will be monitored
during the meeting and public comments
received will be read into the record.
Email: asuber@ci.atherton.ca.us

Meeting ID: 506 897 786

Description: The purpose of the amendments is to ensure consistency with state mandated
YLX\PYLTLU[Z^OPJOKLÄUL[OLTH_PT\TZ[HUKHYKZHSVJHSQ\YPZKPJ[PVUJHUHWWS`[V(JJLZZVY`+^LSSPUN
<UP[Z(+<Z(JVW`VM[OL*P[`*V\UJPSZ[HќYLWVY[HUKKYHM[HTLUKTLU[Z[V[OL6YKPUHUJLJHUILMV\UK
online, by Friday September 11, 2020 here: https://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Archive.aspx?AMID=41
The proposal has been determined to be exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) to CEQA Section 15305, Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that said application is set for hearing by the City Council at its
meeting on September 16, 2020 at 7:00 PM via teleconference accessible through the abovedescribed information, at which time and place all persons interested may participate and show cause,
if they have any, why the amendments should or should not be approved.

Today’s local news
& hot picks

Fresh news
delivered daily
Sign up today at
AlmanacNews.com/
express

IF YOU CHALLENGE any amendments to the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance in court, you
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described
in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the
public hearing.
If you have any questions on the item please contact Stephanie Davis, Principal Planner, at
sbertollo-davis@ci.atherton.ca.us or 650-773-7249. Any attendee who wishes accommodation for a
disability should contact the Building Division at (650) 752-0542 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
Date Published: September 04, 2020

ATHERTON CITY COUNCIL

Date Posted: August 28, 2020

/s/ Anthony Suber
Anthony Suber, City Clerk

September 4, 2020QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ19

N E W S
PANDEMIC PODS

Questions about equity

continued from page 1

the pod to minimize exposure.
They plan to start the pod after
Labor Day (and after all the
children have tested negative for
the coronavirus).
“Not all parents want to be
educators and I think that’s
fair,” Haydel said. “They’re
looking for creative ways to get
those needs met.”
The success of a pod depends
on finding the right parents to
team up with and setting clear
expectations, says San Carlos
mother Sophie Zugoni, who
created separate pods for each
of her children, a first-grader
who attends school in San Carlos and a third-grader who goes
to school in Redwood City. As a
working parent, she sought out
pods for both education and
child care.
“If you gather a random group
of four parents to design, and
build a car, it will take a long
time, as everyone has their
own preference, and if the differences are too wide, you will
never have a car,” Zugoni wrote
in a lengthy Medium post, “7
Steps to Create a Pod in 10
Days,” documenting her pod
experience. “Say once built, it
turns out to be a Toyota Prius.
You will attract folks who are,
for example, budget and environmentally conscious. Those
who need a fancy Lexus do not
need to join.”
Zugoni eventually found
families who agreed on how
to structure the pod, including
location, budget, academics and
tolerance of coronavirus risks.
They hired a retired teacher for
instruction in the mornings and
are taking turns watching the
kids in the afternoons.
“In a way, we feel so privileged. We’re getting a teacher
ratio for four kids,” Zugoni said.
“But we’re forced to be put into
this situation. We’d rather go to
school. For a lot of us, we don’t
want to be in this situation, but
we feel like we have no other
choice.”
A kindergarten buddy

It’s 8:21 a.m. on Monday
morning — nine minutes
before the start of the virtual
PRIVATE SCHOOLS
continued from page 5

senior manager of communications and external relations.
“We will be working in close
partnership with staff and families to create a plan for reopening safely,” she wrote in an
email.
Until last week, California schools could reopen for
grades TK-6 with a waiver and

school day — and Bridget Stolee just got a message that Zoom
is functioning again after being
down districtwide. She has that
much time to get her kindergarten-aged daughter settled
and in front of a computer
screen that will soon be filled
with 18 children’s faces, some
of them paired up with other
students as part of pandemic
pods.
Stolee, whose daughter
attends Escondido Elementary
School in Palo Alto, recently
formed a pod with one other
family. Stolee and her husband
work full time — she’s a psychotherapist and he’s a chemical
engineer — so they were looking for help with Zoom supervision as well as socialization.
They tested it out a few days
during the first week of school,
with the two kindergarteners sitting side by side during
online classes, sharing crayons
and running into the backyard
for “recess.” At some points, the
kids seemed more engaged in
the online learning together,
Stolee said, and at others were
distracted by each other.
Stolee and her husband are
trading off supervising the girls
in alternating shifts; she sits
with them from 8:30 to 9:30
a.m. and then her husband
takes over so she can work, and
they continue throughout the
day. (She’s hopeful the other
parents will soon share in the
supervision.)
“Literally hour by hour every
day, we have to schedule who is

sitting and supervising. Sometimes I’m working on paperwork or billing for my practice.
Sometimes my husband is doing
his work and sitting next to her.
At the moment,” Stolee said,
“it’s total chaos.”
For Stolee, forming a pod
feels like a Band-Aid solution
— a way to get through the
virtual school day with some
semblance of engagement for
her daughter and sanity for her
and her husband.
“This doesn’t feel like a sustainable thing to do for a year.
But I guess I thought that when
we started this pandemic ... and
now we’re six months in,” she
said. “I think this is all about
pushing and survival. Everyone
is emotionally at our wits’ end.”
Professionally, as a child and
adolescent psychotherapist,
Stolee said she sees teenagers
struggling without the support
and social connections they
usually get at school. While
most pods are for younger children who need more help to stay
focused on online learning, she
advocated for forming them at
the high school level.
“We’re very focused on young
kids for podding for social
emotional (support) but we’re
forgetting how hard it already
is for high school students here.
The majority of them are quite
anxious and a lot of them are
depressed, and this is not making it easier,” she said. “I think
that disconnect that they’re feeling is only going to get harder
over time.”

Depending on its structure,
creating a pod can be an extensive and expensive undertaking. One parent likened it to
forming an entire school with
human resources and accounting departments.
The families in Haydel’s pod,
for example, have agreed to pay
about $135 per week to fund
the teacher, who’s being paid
as an independent contractor
with bonuses, time off and
sick leave, and to contribute to
a pool for school supplies and
snacks. (They have offered that
any family who can’t afford
the fee doesn’t have to pay it,
no questions asked.) They created a school calendar for the
year with extra time off after
Thanksgiving in case families
travel for the holidays and need
time to quarantine.
They’ve all agreed to strict
health and safety protocols,
including temperature checks,
periodic coronavirus testing
for the families and a requirement that any child with
coronavirus-like symptoms
must be cleared by a doctor
before coming back to the
pod. To further limit potential
exposure, they only allowed
children who aren’t participating in any other in-person
group program — and whose
siblings aren’t as well — which
greatly narrowed down the
number of kids who could
participate.
Families using private
resources to supplement or
even replace online learning
have been hotly criticized for
deepening socioeconomic and
racial inequities. Some local
parents have made efforts to
include a low-income or minority student in their pods, which
critics say doesn’t address the
root issues.
“If we’re going to create more
diverse, inclusive, equitable
pods then we are going to have
to do it outside of our immediate network because we have
created communities that are
segregated,” said Angie Evans,
a Palo Alto parent and community organizer who has
been offering free Zoom calls
on pods and equity. “We’re not
going to be judged by how my

for middle and high school
grades only once their counties have been off of the state’s
monitoring list for 14 consecutive days. This system was
replaced with the state’s new
color-coded, tiered reopening
plan. Schools in the purple or
“widespread” tier, including
both San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties, can’t physically reopen unless they receive
a waiver from their local

health department for grades
TK-6. Schools can reopen for
in-person instruction once
their county has been in the
red, or “substantial” tier for
at least two weeks. The state
will update each county’s data
every Tuesday.
Palo Alto Unified Superintendent Don Austin tweeted Tuesday that he was told in a briefing
with the Santa Clara County
Public Health Department that

if the county “stays on the same
path, we could be out of the
‘purple’ range by September 8
(next week).”
California public and private
schools gained permission
last week to resume in-person
instruction for small groups
of students in need, primarily students with disabilities but also English learners
and students at higher risk
of further learning loss or

Magali Gauthier

Jaimi Haydel helps her sons choose stamps in the kindergarten craft
space she created in a storage room of her Atherton home on Aug. 22.
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middle class white kid does in
the pandemic. We are going to
be judged in Palo Alto by how
we allow kids who are Tinsley
students to do in the pandemic
— and we should be.”
The Tinsley or Voluntary
Transfer Program allows students who live in East Palo
Alto to attend public schools in
more affluent and less-diverse
districts, including Menlo Park
City and Palo Alto Unified.
Evans started hosting the
Zoom calls after noticing that
no East Palo Alto parents were
participating in Partner Pods,
the popular Facebook group
and website for creating local
pods.
Zugoni said she understands
why some people take issue with
the idea of pods as fueling inequities and urged parents forming pods to reach outside their
social circles and to consider
including students in need at
no cost. South Bay Educational
Support, a new Palo Alto tutoring business started by a Palo
Alto High School graduate taking a gap year and other college
students, is going to start allowing families to sponsor students
who can’t afford to hire a private
tutor.
Haydel, who works as a parent educator at Parent’s Place in
Palo Alto, recently started leading virtual workshops on pods
in response to demand from
parents. Her next workshop, on
Sept. 4, is focused on addressing
racial inequality in pods.
“My hope is that it will create
a shift in our pod culture where
people are talking about this,”
Haydel said. “It’s getting a bad
rap for creating a bigger divide.
I’m hoping to keep the conversation going on how we can be
more supportive.”
Zugoni also urged compassion
for all families finding their
own way through the stress and
weight of a radically different
school experience.
“We’re put in this situation that
nobody expected, this unprecedented pandemic,” she said. “My
ask is that people don’t judge one
another but really to be empathetic to everybody’s situation.
People have different needs.” A
Email Elena Kadvany at
ekadvany@paweekly.com
not participating in distance
learning.
An updating list of districts
and schools that have been
approved to reopen for in-person instruction in Santa Clara
and San Mateo counties may be
found online at tinyurl.com/
sm-sc-schools. A
Email Elena Kadvany at
ekadvany@paweekly.com
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‘Grateful Dead Origins’ dives deep
on the band’s beginnings
By Charles Russo

rying to nail down the
logic behind the Grateful Dead’s enduring
popularity is a tricky
proposition. After all,
how exactly did a group of mismatched oddballs from the San
Francisco Peninsula vault their
unlikely band to global fame,
garner a one-of-a-kind devoted
fan base and trailblaze a massive
counterculture that is known
throughout the world? Not an
easy thing to sum up, and at
some point it’s maybe easiest to
just concede how bizarre it all is.
I wondered about this aloud
when I first started my interview
with author Chris Miskiewicz,
who researched and wrote the
new graphic novel “Grateful
Dead Origins” (via Z2 Comics),
an illustrated deep dive into the
lesser known early days of the
acid-fueled rock band. Sharing
my same mix of fascination and
befuddlement at the band’s legacy, Miskiewicz gamefully took
his own stab at it: “That generation kind of got locked on this
band for a myriad of reasons.
A lot of it is probably due to a
serotonin high at a special show
when they felt this elation due to
being on drugs. That will stay
with anybody. But there’s something that just carried through
with the entire fan base.”
And there’s some value to
his theory, a part of the picture
certainly. But then conceding
that maybe it’s not so easily explained, Miskiewicz finds
himself back where he began,
admitting,”It’s just really weird.”
The colorful tie-dyed tale of
the Grateful Dead’s beginnings
as a band is inherently a local

Peninsula story, and that’s on
full display in this new graphic
novel, written by Miskiewicz
and illustrated by Noah Van
Sciver. In fact, many of the
band’s early interactions traverse
neighboring cities from one
page to the next: early meetups
at Magoo’s Pizza in Menlo Park
(where the band would eventually play their first gig together
while still named the Warlocks),
an initial impromptu jam with
Jerry Garcia and Bob Weir at
Dana Morgan’s Music Shop in
Palo Alto, as well as a formative
residency at the seedy In Room
in Belmont where the group first
settled into their sound. And, of
course, the moment of revelation
when the band met up at Phil
Lesh’s house on High Street near
the Stanford campus to decide
on (cosmically discover?) their
iconic band name.
While much is known about
the Dead once they rose to fame
by the end of the 1960s, these
early days were a bit more work
for Miskiewicz to excavate. “As
soon as they hit Woodstock you
can find everything about them
— what they wore, what they
said — but this corner of their
history is more challenging,” he
explained. “Most people don’t
follow that early bluesy, cover
band period of them as a ‘60s
band trying to figure out what
they are.”
In this regard, Miskiewicz was
well-suited to write the book.
In fact, he didn’t even pitch the
idea but was recruited for it by
Josh Frankel, co-publisher of Z2
Comics, based on his obsessive
research skills, which would
certainly come into play on this
project.
“It’s the most research I’ve

done on anything in my life,”
Miskiewicz said. “I feel like I can
teach a class.”
For Z2 Comics, “Grateful
Dead Origins” is a well-composed case study in the company’s recent focus on music-oriented biographies, which offer a
diverse and compelling array of
generation-spanning subjects,
including Charlie Parker, the
Doors and Gorillaz. It’s a shift
for Miskiewicz, as well, whose
first graphic novel, “Thomas
Alsop,” follows a Dr. Strangelike protagonist who is tasked
with defending New York City
from malevolent supernatural
forces. In this sense, the Dead
were a pivot that he is keenly
aware of: “It’s silly to say, but it
was quite a trip for me to get on
this project and get into it.”
While “Grateful Dead Origins” deftly puts the early chapter of the band’s history under a
kaleidoscopic magnifying glass,
it does so with an expansive
approach, looping in the many
social and cultural forces that
would shape the band at the
time: then-California Gov. Ronald Reagan denouncing the use
of LSD, the rise of the Hells
Angels, the impact on the era by
the likes of the Beatles and Ken
Kesey.
“The band members were
all involved in a different facet of what was happening in

Courtesy Z2 Comics

The Grateful Dead’s early days, including its roots on the
Midpeninsula, are chronicled in the new graphic novel “Grateful
Dead Origins.”

California during those years
and they kind of bring all of that
in.”
For Miskiewicz, this wasn’t
so much trudging through the
history books as it was excavating hidden surprises that
emerged from his research and
embracing them as opportunities: “There were little geek
moments where I was like, ‘Are
you kidding me? I got Ronald
Reagan, Allen Ginsberg ... and I
get to write about Neal Cassady?
Yes!’”
One particularly hilarious
scene that shook out of his
research recounts how band
member Ron “Pigpen” McKernan spiked the coffee with
LSD while the group was on set
for a performance on “Playboy
After Dark,” which reduces a
composed and dapper Hugh
Hefner to sweaty drug-addled
ramblings.
Yet within the band itself,
Miskiewicz found the biggest
surprise in terms of just how
egalitarian the overall dynamic
was within the group, contrary
to his initial assumptions.
“With the exception of Jerry
Garcia being the creative engine

that really starts the entire thing,
it really was a group collaboration,” he said, “and there’s something about that, the idea of ‘we
not I.’”
And it’s on this point that
Miskiewicz seems to — almost
unknowingly perhaps — properly articulate that elusive explanation about the band’s legacy
and staying power, when he concludes the previous thought by
describing the collective whole
of their collaborations as “a conversation of ideas.”
And that makes a lot of sense,
because while it’s easily lost in all
the aforementioned weirdness
and the obligatory references to
LSD and other hippie tropes, it
speaks to the underlying merit
at the core of the Grateful Dead’s
legacy and impact ... however
“hippy dippy” — as Miskiewicz
often puts it — that may all seem.
“There’s a big idea of community,” he said, “and that’s
kinda beautiful when you boil it
down.”
“Grateful Dead Origins” is
available now via Z2 Comics. A
This story was originally
published at thesixfifty.com.
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Food&Drink

Survival stories from three eateries

Plus, Woodside eatery temporarily shutters, Taiwanese bubble tea chain
coming to Stanford mall and new Mexico City restaurant in Redwood City
By Elena Kadvany

I

talked for an hour last week
on Zoom with three Peninsula restaurant owners —
Jesse Cool of Flea St. Cafe in
Menlo Park, Michael Ekwall of
La Bodeguita del Medio in Palo
Alto and Anne Le Ziblatt of Nam
Vietnamese Brasserie in Redwood City — about how they’re
surviving the pandemic. It felt
like we barely scratched the surface of all the nuanced challenges
they’re facing, from turning on a
dime to change business models
that became obsolete basically
overnight to seizing the opportunity to change a broken industry
that was in need of reform long
before the coronavirus hit.
I asked these three owners to
participate in the panel because
they’re seasoned, thoughtful
restaurateurs who have responded to the pandemic in different
ways. Cool has been hyperconservative, choosing to shut
down outdoor dining and stick
with takeout when many restaurants were rushing to again
serve people outside. Ekwall,
meanwhile, has embraced outdoor dining, which he said has
been a “lifesaver” for his business. And Le Ziblatt decided to
close the five-month-old Nam
temporarily to stem their losses
and “hibernate” until conditions allow for the restaurant
to generate sustainable levels of
revenue.
If you missed our conversation, you can watch a recording
of it at tinyurl.com/foodist-8-29.
Below are a few takeaways:
• Most restaurants are hanging
on by a thread, with sales still
far below pre-pandemic levels
(Ekwall said as much as 40% to

70%) while their fixed costs, like
rent and labor, have stayed the
same. “I call being open successful,” Ekwall said.
• Will the pandemic usher in
more equitable pay in the restaurant industry? All three said they
hope so and have taken steps to
do this at their restaurants. During the shutdown, Cool notably
shifted to paying her front and
back of house staff equally:
Instead of waiters and bartenders earning significantly more
on tips than dishwashers and
line cooks, every hourly Flea St.
employee is now paid $15 an hour
and a new 20% service charge is
distributed equally among all
staff. “It’s not saying one is more
important than another,” Cool
said. “When our guests are
generous with us and they leave
something on the table, know
that it is touching every single
person who had something to do
with their meal.”
• What they said you can do as
a diner to support local restaurants: Keep ordering takeout,
especially from places that can’t
offer ample outdoor seating and
when winter arrives. Tip generously, including on takeout (just
because the food comes in a
plastic to-go container doesn’t
mean people didn’t work incredibly hard to produce it). Call
restaurants directly to order
food rather than using the third
party delivery apps, whose commission fees mean restaurants
lose money on every order.
Support federal legislation that
would create a $120 billion revitalization fund for independent
restaurants across the country.
• What they’re eating that they’re
excited about: Ekwall ate halibut
for three days from Pioneer Seafoods. Le Ziblatt gave a shout-out
to Fishmonger Don, who I’m
definitely ordering bluefin tuna
and fish-themed socks from
ASAP. Cool has been on the
homemade pasta train but also
loving Protégé, Pizzeria Delfina
and mom-and-pop taquerias.

day of business until further
notice was Sunday, Aug. 30.
“With all of the changing regulations and restrictions, we feel
that our business model (which
has been successful for over 30
years!) does not allow us to perform as a fully functional restaurant providing our guests with a
stellar, memorable experience,”
owners Jerry and Lorraine Olson
wrote on Facebook. “We don’t
want to see the Mountain House,
with all of its heritage, go by the
wayside as one of the establishments lost ‘due to COVID-19.’”
They did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.
The Mountain House has
served diners among the redwood trees on Skyline Boulevard since 1988. The restaurant
reopened for takeout in early
June and soon started offering
limited outdoor seating.
“We could not have been as
successful without all of your
support for the past many
years (30+) and looking forward to many years ahead,”
the Olsons wrote on Facebook.
“Temporarily closing and stepping back will allow us to figure
out the best direction for our
future and the Mountain House
Restaurant.”
New Mexico City restaurant
opens in Redwood City

Jose Navarro, the owner of La
Casita Chilanga in Redwood
City, has opened a new restaurant inspired by Mexico City
fare cooked by the women of his
family.
La Cocina de la Abuela,
which means “grandmother’s
kitchen” in Spanish, opened in
early August at 314 Arguello St.

Courtesy The Mountain House Facebook.

The final day of outdoor dining for the foreseeable future at
the Mountain House Restaurant & Bar in Woodside on Aug. 30.

in Redwood City.
Navarro said the new restaurant was inspired in part by
his mother-in-law, who would
often prepare extensive meals
for him and his wife when they
came home from working at the
restaurant. She’s now regularly
making dishes at La Cocina de
la Abuela. He’s also drawing on
recipes from his grandmother
and mother, who owned restaurants in Mexico City.
La Cocina de la Abuela’s specialty is tacos los mamalones, a
large, handmade corn tortilla
topped with cheese, sautéed
potatoes, nopales (cactus), salsa
and breaded steak. Navarro said
his sister, who runs a street food
stand in Mexico City, sells about
1,000 of these tacos every day.
There’s also cochinita pibil, the
Yucatan-style pork that Navarro
marinates overnight with achiote
and other spices and cooks in in
banana leaves until it’s so tender
“you don’t have to use utensils
to cut it,” Navarro said. He uses
his mother’s recipe, which she
honed while living in Yucatan, he
said. You can get cochinita pibil
on tacos, topped with pickled
red onions and habañero, or as
a plate with rice, beans, pico de
gallo and choriqueso (chorizo
with melted cheese) or cactus
salad.
The menu also includes other
kinds of tacos, gorditas, aguachile, ceviche and guisados.
Navarro said everything is
made fresh to order, including

Mountain House
closed until further notice

Veronica Weber

Jesse Cool of Flea St. Cafe.

Woodside’s longtime Mountain House Restaurant & Bar
is joining a growing number of
restaurants closing temporarily,
their owners hoping to ride out
the economic devastation of the
coronavirus.
The Mountain House’s last
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Michelle Le

Michael Ekwall of La Bodeguita
del Medio.

Courtesy Anne Le Ziblatt

Anne Le Ziblatt of Nam
Vietnamese Brasserie.

the corn tortillas.
He took over the Arguello
Street space in December and
said it was challenging to keep
his other restaurants afloat while
paying rent on an empty space.
He’s excited to be open but said
downtown Redwood City is still
quiet, with offices closed and
fewer people going out to eat.
“But I hope it gets better,”
he said. “That’s why I’m here
and my mom-in-law, working
together.”
La Cocina de la Abuela is open
for takeout and outdoor dining
Monday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 7 p.m.
New bubble tea shop

Wanpo Tea Shop, a popular
Taiwan-born bubble tea chain,
is opening its first U.S. location
at Stanford Shopping Center in
Palo Alto this fall.
Signs for Wanpo recently went
up in the space between Taro
San Japanese Noodle Bar and
The Shade Store, on the Sand
Hill Road side of the El Camino
Real shopping center.
Pinky Long, the master franchisee for Wanpo Northern California, gave a simple reason for
bringing the tea shop stateside:
“Because Wanpo ... is currently
the most popular in Taiwan.”
Wanpo founder Peter Chang
first opened where he was born
and raised in Taichung, Taiwan,
a military village at the time,
according to the Wanpo website.
The company has since
expanded to Hong Kong, Korea,
Japan, Australia, Indonesia and
London. According to the website, a location is also planned
for New York City.
Long said Wanpo serves both
“old-fashioned” and “innovative” bubble tea. The menu in
Taiwan includes a variety of
teas, from black tea and oolong
to lemon winter melon.
Wanpo is slated to open in Palo
Alto in October, Long said. A
Email Elena Kadvany at
ekadvany@paweekly.com and
sign up for her Peninsula
Foodist newsletter at
almanacnews.com/express.
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Moonlight
Run and
Walk
Follow our Baylands
routes (or create your own
route anywhere) and run
between Sept. 18 and Oct. 2.

register by
Sept. 15 to be
guaranteed a shirt

information and registration

PaloAltoOnline.com/moonlight_run
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