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Can fitness clubs lure people away from their pandemic home gyms?
By Lloyd Lee

F

or the past few years,
Meghan Van Metre
searched for the right place
to open her franchise of Barre3,
a fitness studio chain that mixes
elements of Pilates, yoga and
ballet.
She fell in love with the community it fostered ever since
she took her first Barre3 class
about four years ago. So when
Van Metre recently took over the
lease of the Menlo Park location
on El Camino Real, which closed
in July 2020, it felt like her dream
was coming to fruition. Plus,
Van Metre was born in Menlo
Park, so opening a business in
the city was like a homecoming.
“The stars really aligned with
the Menlo Park studio,” she said.
But as Van Metre opens her
remodeled Barre3 studio, she is
also aware that the landscape
of the fitness industry and the
demands of the consumers have
drastically changed over the past
19 months due to the pandemic.
As gyms shut down for much
longer than other retail businesses, the exercise industry pivoted
to offer greater personalization,
convenience and safety from

airborne viruses like COVID-19.
As a result, some fitness buffs
and casual gymgoers continued
their membership at a brick-andmortar club but worked out from
home. Chains like CorePower
Yoga and Barre3 built a robust
online presence by hosting live
classes and uploading a digital library of recordings while
physical locations were closed.
But on the Midpeninsula, many
locals who have the resources
took lockdown life as an opportunity to create their own personal
fitness bubbles and routines.
Janet Dafoe, 72, used a personal trainer for several months
after Functional Lifestyles in
Palo Alto temporarily closed.
For $75 per session, a personal
trainer came to the home twice
a week to help Dafoe and her
husband exercise on their front
porch.
“I have various free weights,
bands and a good front porch
with lots of railings and other
things to hook things on,” she
said.
Toni King and Audrey Ryder
have surfed that wave of new
demand for one-on-one courses.
The couple owns a high-end
personal training service called

Magali Gauthier

Meghan Van Metre, the owner of Barre3 in Menlo Park, mops the floor of the newly remodeled studio
on Aug, 30.

Tonik Fitness, which has trainers
go to people’s homes or conduct
virtual classes. At $150 for a onehour session, Tonik’s prices are
steeper than other similar services. But still, business boomed.
“Our revenues probably

doubled,” King said.
In contrast, the two also
opened a new Yoga Six franchise in Mountain View last
September — at $158 per month
for unlimited classes — but have
yet to turn a profit. The rise in

delta variant cases is slowing the
progress to profitability, King
said. Meanwhile, there are still
prospective clients for Tonik Fitness on a waitlist.
See FITNESS, page 20

Census shows local growth in Asian and multiracial populations
By Kate Bradshaw

T

he past decade has
wrought some significant
changes to the demographics of communities in
southern San Mateo County.
After crunching the new numbers recently released from the
2020 U.S. census, here’s how
things have changed in communities covered by The Almanac.
Between 2010 and 2020, the
populations of most communities in southern San Mateo
County rose, albeit at different rates: Menlo Park by 5.5%,
Atherton by 4%, Woodside by
0.4%, Portola Valley by 2.4%,
Ladera by 9.2% and East Palo
Alto by 6.7%. Only North Fair
Oaks saw its population decline,

dropping by 4.5%.
Neighboring communities to
the south, by comparison, grew
at faster rates: Palo Alto rose by
6.5% and Mountain View rose
by 11.2%.
Overall trends

Strikingly, all census tracts
where boundaries remained the
same between 2010 and 2020
reported a decline in the number of people who identify as
white, from a 116 person decline
in the central Menlo Park census tract 6127, to 1,613 fewer in
North Fair Oaks’ 6106.01 census
tract.
In addition, each census tract
showed triple-digit percentage increases in residents who
report identifying as two or

more races, with North Fair
Oaks’ 6105 tract in the lead with
an overall increase of 985 people
or 452%. Sharon Heights had the
least with a 116% increase in its
proportion of residents of two or
more races, an overall addition
of 181 people.
The number of Black or African American residents across
the communities in southern
San Mateo County fell by more
than 30% in both Belle Haven
and East Palo Alto and about
26% in North Fair Oaks.
The shifts in overall numbers
of residents who identify as Hispanic was more varied depending on the census tract — most
tracts saw some increases, but
some saw significant declines,
including all three North Fair

INSIDE

Oaks census tracts and Belle
Haven, all reporting triple-digit
drops in their Hispanic populations. North Fair Oaks saw a loss
of about 932 Hispanic residents,
or about 9% of its Hispanic
population, while Menlo Park’s
Belle Haven neighborhood lost
491 Hispanic residents, or about
12% of its Hispanic population.
Menlo Park

In Menlo Park, there was a
total population increase of
1,754 people between 2010 and
2020.
Broken down by race, there
was a decrease of 3,150 white
residents, 488 Black residents
and 87 Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander residents.
The largest demographic

increase came from Asian-identified people, with an 84.4%
increase, bringing the group to
17% of the city’s overall population in 2020 compared with
about 10% in 2010.
The largest decrease came
from a 31.5% decline in the city’s
Black population with the loss of
about 488 people from the city.
The majority of those, 377
residents, came from Menlo
Park’s Belle Haven neighborhood. The neighborhood saw
a 33% decrease in its overall
Black population during the
decade and the largest overall
decrease among the tracts evaluated. At the same time, the Belle
Haven neighborhood also saw
See CENSUS, page 14
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Nothing Compares.

1501 Bay Laurel Dr, Menlo Park

370 Ambar Way, Menlo Park

920 Cloud Ave, Menlo Park

114 Russell Ave, Portola Valley

O F F E R E D AT $ 7, 2 5 0 , 0 0 0

O F F E R E D AT $ 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

O F F E R E D AT $ 4 , 2 6 8 , 0 0 0

O F F E R E D AT $ 2 , 5 8 9 , 0 0 0

MICHAEL DREYFUS
6 5 0. 4 8 5 . 3 476 · LIC. # 01 1 2 17 95

OMAR KINAAN
650.7 76. 2828 · LIC. #0172311 5

ANNETTE SMITH
650.766.9429 · LIC. #0118095 4
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565 Miramar Dr, Half Moon Bay

60 Fernwood Dr, La Honda
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O F F E R E D AT $ 1 , 9 9 8 , 0 0 0
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East Palo Alto
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997 Crestview Dr, San Carlos

256 Timothy Dr, San Carlos

411 Ridge Rd, San Carlos
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O F F E R E D AT $ 2 , 5 8 0 , 0 0 0
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CARRIE DU BOIS
650.766.9069 · LIC. #01179769

ELLEN LARIOS
6 5 0 . 8 6 7. 6 6 0 7 · L I C . # 0 1 3 3 0 6 0 6

LISA K ARSON
650.759.4 6 4 4 · LIC. #017 75 8 31

S A N DY PA O L I
6 5 0 . 2 0 7. 1 5 9 8 · L I C . # 0 1 2 4 2 1 7 3

3408 Monterey St, San Mateo

81 Otay St, San Mateo

1817 Evergreen St, San Mateo

555 South Rd, Belmont

O F F E R E D AT $ 2 , 3 4 9 , 0 0 0

O F F E R E D AT $ 1 , 2 9 8 , 0 0 0

O F F E R E D AT $ 1 , 1 6 8 , 0 0 0

O F F E R E D AT $ 1 , 7 9 5 , 0 0 0

CHARLES GRIFFITH
415.672.3263 · LIC. #01899593

DENNIS MURPHY
4 1 5 . 3 1 0 . 7 9 5 6 · L I C . # 0 1 74 1 1 5 9

JIM MINKEY
650.576.1732 · LIC. #01073312

GARY CAMPI
650.799. 1 8 55 · LIC. #00600311

NOELLE QUEEN
6 5 0 . 4 2 7. 9 2 1 1 · L I C . # 0 1 9 1 7 5 9 3

GARY CAMPI
650.799. 1 8 55 · LIC. #00600311

JAKKI HARL AN
650.465. 2180 · LIC. #01407129

NICOLE COLCLOUGH
650.996.4221 · LIC. #02090668

M O R E L I S T I N G S AT G O L D E N G AT E S I R . C O M
Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd

Each office is independently owned and operated

San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101

Burlingame Office
360 Primrose Rd

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

OTHER OFFICES BELVEDERE-TIBURON · BERKELEY · DANVILLE · LAFAYETTE · MILL VALLEY · MONTCLAIR · NAPA · NOVATO · OAKLAND · ROSS VALLEY · SAN RAFAEL · SAUSALITO · STINSON BEACH
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New Construction with Zen Tranquility in Central Woodside
4 Bedrooms | #TKO | 5 Full & 2 Half Baths | ~1.08 Acres | Woodside | $15,000,000 | 3450TrippRoad.com

650.888.8199
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com
License # 00868362
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OPEN HOUSE

1501 Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 TH

1:30–4:30PM

Home Totals: 5 Beds | 4.5 Baths | ±4,006 sf
Main Residence: 4 Beds | 3.5 Baths | ±3,546 sf
Pool House: 1 Bed | 1 Bath | ±460 sf
Lot: ±17,430 sf

Offered at $7,250,000 · 1501BayLaurel.com

#1 AGENT

Michael Dreyfus

Noelle Queen

Michael Dreyfus, Golden Gate

650.485.3476

650.427.9211

Sotheby’s International Realty

m.dreyfus@ggsir.com

n.queen@ggsir.com

Lic. #01121795

Lic. #01917593

TOP 125 AGENT
WSJ / Real Trends

Visit Dreyfus.Group for more listings ·
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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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State legislation expands
independent study option
for students, but few are
enrolled locally
By Angela Swartz

A
Veronica Weber

John Getreu waits in a courtroom at the Santa Clara County Hall of Justice during a hearing on the
Leslie Perlov homicide on July 15, 2019. Getreu was convicted of murder in the death of Janet Taylor in
San Mateo County Superior Court on Tuesday.

Swift verdict finds John Getreu
guilty of first-degree murder
Trial brings closure in death of La Honda
resident Janet Ann Taylor in 1974
By Sue Dremann

A

jury took less than 60
minutes to find serial killer John Arthur
Getreu guilty of first-degree
murder and infliction of great
bodily harm in the strangulation death of La Honda resident Janet Ann Taylor, a case
that had stymied investigators
for 47 years.
Getreu, 77, of Hayward,

showed no emotion as the verdict was read in the courtroom
of San Mateo County Superior
Court Judge Robert D. Foiles
on Tuesday afternoon, Sept.
14, at approximately 4:40 p.m.
The jury of eight men and four
women filed out of the courtroom without comment.
Taylor’s body was found in
a ditch on Sand Hill Road and
Manzanita Way on Stanford
University land on March 24,

1974. She had been strangled
and beaten in the face. Investigators used modern DNA
technology to identify Getreu.
They matched DNA he left on
a discarded coffee cup in 2018
to a sample swabbed from the
inside and outside of Taylor’s
pants. They could not conclusively determine whether she
had been raped.
See GETREU, page 19

Lawmakers target reforms to
California’s recall process
By Gennady Sheyner

A

fter beating back an
effort to oust Gov. Gavin
Newsom, Democratic
lawmakers began to set the
stage Wednesday for reforming
what they see as a deeply flawed
recall process, with the goal of
bringing a measure to the voters
in 2022.
Assembly member Marc Berman, D-Menlo Park, will be
one of the leaders of the reform
effort. As chair of the Assembly Committee on Elections,
he and state Sen. Steve Glazer,

D-Orinda, plan to hold bipartisan joint hearings with their colleagues in the Legislature in the
coming months to explore ways
to change the recall process, the
two lawmakers said Wednesday
morning at a press conference
over Zoom.
While the details of the reform
package have not been hashed
out, Berman said his biggest
issue with the current system
is the relatively low threshold
for ousting and replacing an
incumbent governor. Under
the two-question format that
was used in the recall election,

Newsom needed at least half of
the state’s voters to reject the
recall for him to stay in office.
By contrast, if a simple majority
had voted to support the recall,
any candidate who was vying
to replace Newsom would only
need to have won a plurality of
votes.
“For me, the biggest issue is
that we currently have a process
whereby the governor can be
recalled and replaced by someone who has less votes,” Berman
said Wednesday morning. “For
See REFORM, page 12

select few students are
taking advantage of new
legislation that lets them
learn from home this fall, even
though schools have reopened
from their pandemic closures.
After getting a taste of at-home
learning since March 2020, one
independent study teacher in
the Sequoia Union High School
District — where just 54 of
its roughly 9,000 students are
signed up for the program —
says he sees increased interest in
alternative educational models
like his.
While a lot of students were
anxious to return to the classroom, independent study
appeals to those whose families’ health may be put at risk
by COVID-19 exposure or who
just aren’t ready to return to
campus. In July, Gov. Gavin
Newsom signed Assembly Bill
130 into law, which requires
public school districts to offer
an independent study option to
all students.
Teacher Evan O’Reilly said
he believes the demand for an
independent study option in
California has been increasing
for years, and after experiencing a full school year of distance learning, “the demand
is through the roof ” to continue offering virtual or hybrid
schooling options for many
years to come. This fall, the
program “filled up quicker

than it’s ever filled up,” O’Reilly
said.
Bonnie Hansen, the Sequoia
district’s assistant superintendent of educational services,
said the district isn’t allowed
to provide a distance learning
option — with its own instructors teaching on Zoom.
“As we know, learning online
is inferior to learning in person,” she said during an online
Sept. 3 back to school night.
The Sequoia district’s independent study program is conducted through Edgenuity this
school year. The district noted
Edgenuity course content meets
the same graduation requirements as in-person instruction. With the district’s current
staffing of the program, it can
accommodate up to 70 students,
Hansen said. The district is in
the process of hiring another
independent study teacher and
it will continue to hire more if
needed, she said.
The legislation also requires
that high school students
enrolled in independent study
receive live, two-way instruction
in a small group or one on one
once a week in person, online or
by phone. The legislation does
not specify a minimum amount
though.
“While independent study
may be a viable option for
some of our students, it does
not replace the outstanding
See INDEPENDENT STUDY, page 24

Magali Gauthier

Evan O’Reilly, a teacher in the Sequoia Union High School District
independent studies program, chats with a student during a virtual
meeting on Sept. 9.
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JOIN US FOR A
VIRTUAL CELEBRATION!

2021 Avenidas
Lifetimes of Achievement
Sunday, September 26, 2021
3:00-4:30pm on Zoom
Celebrate with music, good friends,
outstanding honorees and even food and wine
all from the comfort of your own home!*
Tickets: $75
*Delicious treat boxes and
wine delivered locally.

C RIME B R I E F S
Serving Menlo Park,

Police arrest woman wearing Atherton resident’s necklace

Atherton, Portola Valley,

Atherton police arrested a woman on Saturday, Sept. 11, who
they say broke into a home by breaking a screen door.
At around 9 a.m. in the 400 block of Middlefield Road, a resident reported hearing someone inside the home, according to
a Sept. 14, police news bulletin. The resident called out to the
person, but did not get a response. The resident then left the
house and called police.
Police arrived and arrested a woman found in a bedroom of
the home wearing a necklace belonging to the resident. The
woman had gathered other items prior to police arriving, they
said.
Police arrested the woman on suspicion of burglary, possession of stolen property and vandalism and booked her into the
San Mateo County Jail in Redwood City.
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Jewelry likely taken in Portola Valley burglary
Someone broke into a home in the 100 block of Thistle Street
in Portola Valley while a resident was on vacation, according
to a Tuesday, Sept. 14, San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office press
release.
Police were dispatched on Sept. 4 when the resident returned
home and discovered someone had rummaged through the
bedrooms. The resident believes jewelry was taken.
Residents can always ask for passing checks when they are out
of town for an extended period of time.
Anyone who has information regarding this incident may call
the Sheriff’s Office anonymous tipline at 800-547-2700.
— Angela Swartz
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Flu shot clinic at Hillview Middle School
Hillview Middle School, at 1100 Elder Ave. in Menlo Park, is
hosting a flu vaccine clinic on Saturday, Sept. 18, from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. with Safeway Pharmacy. Most insurance is accepted,
except for Kaiser.
Shots are $40 and $65 (for seniors) without insurance.
Walk-ins are welcome, but to help with social distancing,
those interested are encouraged to schedule an appointment
online at mhealthsystem.com/MPCSDFLU2021.
— Angela Swartz
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Michelle Le

To reduce fire risk in a part of Wunderlich Park where high
voltage lines power the nearby SLAC linear accelerator, the
Woodside Fire Protection District, Stanford, Woodside and San
Mateo County are funding a project to remove tree debris.

County supervisors OK fire safety funds for
Wunderlich Park
The Woodside Fire Protection District and a number of other
local agencies, including Stanford University and the town of
Woodside, have teamed up on a project to remove dangerous
debris from areas of Wunderlich Park near power lines for the
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC).
On Tuesday, Sept. 14, the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors voted unanimously to approve a $20,000 grant to support
the fire safety project using funds from Measure K, a countywide half-cent sales tax.
The power lines are considered high voltage, according to
See COMMUNITY BRIEFS, page 14
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Newsom overwhelmingly
defeats California recall attempt
By Laurel Rosenhall and Sameea
Kamal/CalMatters

T

he attempt to throw Gov.
Gavin Newsom out of
office failed by a wide
margin, according to vote
counts released Tuesday night
in California’s historic recall
election.
With some 9.1 million ballots
counted — out of 22.3 million
ballots mailed to registered voters — the “no” vote was ahead
of the “yes” vote 64% to 36%,
according to the California secretary of state.
Newsom pulled to such a big
early lead that the Associated
Press, CNN, NBC and other
networks declared within an
hour of the polls closing Tuesday
night that the recall had failed
and Newsom had survived.
“We are enjoying an overwhelming ‘no’ vote tonight here
in the state of California,” Newsom said in a brief appearance
in the courtyard of the state
Democratic Party headquarters
in Sacramento on Tuesday. “But
‘no’ was not the only thing that
was expressed tonight. I want to
focus on what we said ‘yes’ to as
a state. We said ‘yes’ to science,
‘yes’ to vaccines, we said ‘yes’ to
ending this pandemic.”
“We said yes to diversity, we
said yes to inclusion, we said yes
to pluralism. We said yes to all
those things that we hold dear as
Californians, and I would argue,
as Americans,” the governor
added.
But there are likely many more
votes to count. Here’s why: The
votes reported Sept. 14 only
those ballots cast before Tuesday, from voters who sent them
in by mail, left them in election
drop boxes or voted early in

person. After 8 p.m., election
officials began counting ballots
that were cast on Election Day.
And ballots postmarked by
Tuesday will be counted as long
as they arrive within a week.
Republicans are expected to
make up a larger share of those
voting Tuesday at polling places,
so the results may shift toward
the “yes” side as those ballots are
counted.
Among the candidates seeking to replace Newsom, GOP
talk radio host Larry Elder was
leading the pack with 47% of the
vote. Democrat Kevin Paffrath
was a distant second at 10%, and
former San Diego Mayor Kevin
Faulconer, a Republican, was in
third place at not quite 9%.
In his election night speech,
Faulconer told supporters that
while he initially set out to campaign for 2022, it turned into a
recall campaign. He said he’d
take time to figure out “the best
steps here in the coming weeks
to continue to be a fighter, to
continue to serve our great
state.”
Elder indicated that he will
likely run for governor next
year.
“We may have lost the battle,
but we are going to win the war,”
he told supporters on election
night.
Elder also declared a victory,
of a sort: “They are now listening in ways they never listened
before. They are hearing us in
ways they have never heard
before. They’re now going to
work on problems the way
they’ve never done before.”
But even before Election Day,
Elder began casting doubt on
the validity of the results. He
said he thought there may be
“shenanigans” and that he’s

prepared to file lawsuits over
irregularities. For days, a “Stop
CA Fraud” website linked from
his campaign site called for an
investigation of the “twisted
results” in the recall election
“resulting in Governor Gavin
Newsom being reinstated as
governor;” those words were
deleted before polls closed.
Nonetheless, Elder conceded Tuesday night and urged
supporters to be “gracious in
defeat.”
Newsom pushed back against
what he called a continuation of
the “Big Lie.”
“Democracy is not a football,” he said. “You don’t throw
it around. It’s more like an
antique vase. You drop it and
smash it into a million different
pieces.”
“We may have defeated
Trump, but Trumpism is not
dead in this country.”
Newsom’s strategy to fight
the recall relied on taking
lessons from the only other
gubernatorial recalls in modern American history: the 2003
ouster of California Democratic
Gov. Gray Davis and the failed
attempt to recall Wisconsin
Republican Gov. Scott Walker
in 2012. (The governor of North
Dakota was recalled a century
ago, long before the modern era
of political communication.)
The lesson from the Davis
recall: Box out any prominent
Democrats from running as a
replacement and focus on telling Democrats to just vote “no.”
In 2003, Democrat Cruz Bustamante, the lieutenant governor,
ran with the slogan “No on the
recall, Yes on Bustamante.”
Newsom’s campaign said that
gave some Democrats the belief
that they could recall Davis

High school officials urge state to
require student COVID vaccinations
By Angela Swartz

O

fficials in the Sequoia
Union High School District are asking the state
to require that students be vaccinated against COVID-19 to
attend in-person classes.
In a Wednesday letter to Gov.
Gavin Newson, Sequoia governing board trustees, Superintendent Darnise Williams and San
Mateo County Office of Education Superintendent Nancy
Magee said that they’d like COVID-19 vaccinations to be added
to the list of legally required
immunizations for students.

“For generations, immunization against certain diseases
has been a legal requirement
for public school attendance,”
they wrote. “Currently, eligible students must be excluded
from school attendance unless
they present documentation of
immunization against measles,
mumps, rubella, diphtheria,
tetanus, pertussis, poliomyeltits,
hepatitis B, varicella (chickenpox) and Hib meningitis. Under
the current conditions, we find
it extremely troublesome that
each and every school district in
California must act as medical
experts and determine whether

or not to require students to be
vaccinated against COVID-19 in
California’s schools.”
Instead, they said that these
decisions should be driven by
the state of California through
legislation or action by the California Department of Health.
Under the current system,
school district officials are
forced to make what amounts
to medical decisions while being
“squarely in the middle of political divides,” the letter states.
Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

Magali Gauthier

Gov. Gavin Newsom successfully fought off a recall attempt, with
an insurmountable lead in early returns announced on election night.

and still have a Democratic
governor.
“We weren’t going to make
that same mistake,” said Newsom strategist Ace Smith.
The lesson from Walker
beating back a recall: Play
offense and define your opponent. Walker succeeded in part
because he was able to cast
the recall as an attack by labor
unions and paint them as the
villain.
Newsom’s team used the same

strategy, but with the opposite
politics. In a state where Democrats outnumber Republicans
2 to 1, they cast Republicans as
the bogeyman, and repeatedly
tried to tie the recall to former
President Donald Trump, who is
deeply unpopular in California.
And when Elder emerged as the
front-runner, Newsom focused
on bashing his conservative
stances on race, immigration,
See RECALL, page 21

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

Financing Issues That May
Impact a Transaction
Dear Monica:
We are in a contract to buy a home and our lender
is now wants more appraisals of the property
because of the size of the loan. Is this common?
Rita C.
Dear Rita:
Lender demands that arise during a transaction
can be a problem and may even derail it. Often
the lender wants more time to do these appraisals,
and the buyer has to ask for extensions. This can
be a problem if a seller refuses, and the deal can
fall apart, which we have seen happen. I hope
you will be able to work with these demands.
Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com: Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. WSJ Nationally Ranked. Real Trends Bay Area Top 100
Agents
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More than 800 new housing units approved in Menlo Park
By Kate Bradshaw

F

acing little alternative
due to new state housing
laws, the Menlo Park City
Council voted Tuesday, Sept. 14,
to approve more than 800 new
housing units on the Bay side
of Menlo Park proposed by the
developer Greystar.
The City Council held two
public hearings Tuesday to consider appeals of Planning Commission approvals of two Greystar development proposals.
Those appeals were led by the
Sequoia Union High School District and City Councilwoman
Cecilia Taylor, who represents
the voting district where the
developments are proposed.
The first proposal, Menlo

Uptown, plans to build 441 new
apartments and 42 new condominiums, as well as an on-site
urgent care clinic at 141 Jefferson Drive and 180-106 Constitution Drive. The second proposal,
called Menlo Portal, calls for 335
new apartments, about 34,500
square feet of office space and
a 1,600-square-foot child care
center at 115 Independence
Drive and 104 and 110 Constitution Drive. Combined, the two
developments would add 818
new homes to the city.
Council members, as well as
City Attorney Nira Doherty,
noted that the Menlo Park City
Council now has less discretion
than it used to when it comes to
approving housing projects due
in part to the Housing Crisis

Act of 2019, also known as SB
330, which limits the number
of public meetings on a housing project proposal to no more
than five hearings. Tuesday’s
meeting was the fifth, which
triggered in the council a sense
of urgency to make a decision.
SB 330 also prevents cities from
imposing additional fees or policies on developers that weren’t
in effect when the developer
filed the initial application with
the city.
The City Council ultimately
voted 4-1 to approve both developments, with Taylor opposed
each time. In both instances,
the council opted to impose
certain conditions on the proposals, including what’s called
a “PILOT agreement” — an

Courtesy Greystar

A rendering of the Menlo Portal development, which was approved
Sept. 14 and is set to add 335 new housing units and a child care center
to Menlo Park’s Bay side.

acronym for an agreement for
“payment in lieu of taxes.” The
agreement protects the city from
a circumstance that occurred

with another Greystar development in Redwood City when
See HOUSING, page 12

District Attorney’s two-year investigation of alleged financial
misdeeds by former community college chancellor about to conclude
With investigation complete, DA’s office to meet with Ron Galatolo’s new attorney this month
By Angela Swartz

S

an Mateo County District
Attorney Steve Wagstaffe
has completed a two-year
investigation into Ron Galatolo,

the county community college
district’s contentious chancellor
emeritus who was fired from his
post amid claims of financial
impropriety. A meeting this
month with Galatolo’s attorney

should help the DA “finally
decide how the case will proceed,” Wagstaffe said.
Wagstaffe had “several productive meetings” with Galatolo’s
attorneys after the DA’s office

finished its criminal investigation in June, Wagstaffe said in
a Sept. 8 email. Investigators
began looking into Galatolo
back in the summer of 2019.
“In late August we were
advised that Mr. Galatolo had
fired his attorneys and hired
a new attorney, Redwood City
attorney Charles J. Smith. Mr.
Smith asked for time to be able
to get up to speed and similarly
make a presentation to us.”
This presentation is scheduled
for this month, after which the
DA’s office will make the case
decision.
Among the allegations leveled
against Galatolo are the use
of public funds for retirement
incentives, undisclosed personal
relationships with the district’s
vendors and undisclosed gifts
from contractors who work for
the district, according to the
district. These gifts appear to
have included high-end travel,
concert tickets and meals, and

do not appear to have been
reported on a Form 700 as
required by law.
The district’s governing board
voted to end Galatolo’s $467,700
annual contract during a closed
session at its Feb. 6 retreat, said
trustee John Pimentel in an email
on Feb. 8. Not only did the board
fire Galatolo, but Pimentel said it
also voted to try to get back what
it paid the chancellor emeritus
under his 2019 contract.
He failed to complete any
work over the 18 months, trustees said in a Feb. 6 letter to
Galatolo. He also “refused” to
answer any of the board’s questions about his work for the
district, they said.
District officials did not have
a comment on whether the
attempt to recoup some of Galatolo’s salary was successful. A
Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

65 Bay Area locations.
66 if we count your couch.
In-person or virtual visits at
Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org
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The entrance of Cañada College in Woodside. The college is
part of the San Mateo County Community College District.
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JUST LISTED

Luxurious 2 Story Townhouse
• 3 bed, 2.5 bath
• 1,310 SqFt of Living Space
• En Suite Master Bed
• Black Granite Countertops
• Stainless Steel Appliances
• Attached 2 Car Garage
• 2 Blocks to Santa Cruz Ave

Offered At $1,895,000
www.1335HooverSt.com
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Coronavirus central: Large businesses must prove
employee vaccination status or test weekly
By Embarcadero Media staff

Feds to issue vaccination
and testing mandate for
businesses
President Joe Biden directed
federal labor officials last week
to draft a mandate that businesses with 100 or more employees must require them to prove
their COVID-19 vaccination
status or test for the virus at least
once a week.
The mandate will apply to
roughly 100 million workers,
including those in the public sector as well as health care workers and workers under contract
with the federal government.
Biden argued Thursday that
the policy is part of his job
as president “to protect all

Americans” and that compelling eligible people to get vaccinated is “not about freedom
or personal choice, it’s about
protecting yourself and those
around you.”
The requirement is one of the
largest steps the federal government has taken to address the
sect of Americans who remain
resolutely unvaccinated.
California has yet to issue a
similar mandate for much of
the state’s workers, but vaccination proof or frequent testing
is already required for state
employees as well as health care
workers and K-12 teachers.
Local governments have gone
even further, with several in
the Bay Area requiring county
employees to get vaccinated.

San Francisco and Berkeley have
also issued requirements that
people provide proof of vaccination to dine at restaurants, work
out at gyms and attend large
events.
On Sept. 9, Biden pointed out that major businesses
like United Airlines and Tyson
Foods have already mandated
vaccination or frequent testing
for their employees across the
country and that many vaccine holdouts have cited a lack
of full approval from the Food
and Drug Administration as a
reason for their hesitance.
With the two-dose Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine now fully
approved by the FDA and the
Moderna and Janssen/Johnson
& Johnson vaccines likely to

receive similar approval in the
coming months, Biden argued
that the time for waiting to get
vaccinated is over.
“We’ve made vaccinations free,
safe and convenient,” he said.
“The vaccine is FDA-approved.
Over 200 million Americans
have gotten at least one shot.
We’ve been patient, but our
patience is wearing thin, and the
refusal has cost all of us.”
Nearly 82% of California
residents age 12 and up have
received at least one vaccine
dose as of Friday, according
to data from the federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Within the state, many of the
greater Bay Area’s counties have
some of the highest vaccination

rates in California. Both San
Mateo and Marin counties have
eclipsed 90% of their eligible
populations receiving at least
one vaccine dose. Both counties
are also on the cusp of reaching 90% of their respective
eligible populations being fully
vaccinated.

Comprehensive COVID-19
coverage
View interactive charts tracking the spread of the coronavirus in San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties online
at paloaltoonline.atavist.com/
tracking-the-coronavirus. Find
a comprehensive collection of
coverage on the Midpeninsula’s
response to the new coronavirus
by The Almanac and its sister
publications, Palo Alto Online,
and the Mountain View Voice,
at tinyurl.com/c19-Almanac.
CalMatters and Bay City News
Service contributed to this report.

How Menlo College hit a nearly 100% COVID-19 vaccination rate
By Angela Swartz

T

he 1,000 students, faculty
and staff milling about
Menlo College in Atherton have one thing in common:
Nearly all are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19.
Officials from the private
four-year Atherton college
reported this week that, aside
from four medical and religious
exemptions, 100% of their community was inoculated when
they stepped on campus four
weeks ago, according to a Monday, Sept. 13, press release.
Community members needed
to demonstrate “sincere and
deeply held religious beliefs”
and cite sacred texts and religious authorities that prohibit
vaccination to receive a religious exemption. Only one
member of the community was
granted a religious exemption,
noted Vice President Angela
Schmiede, who has served as
chair of the school’s pandemic
planning team, in an email.
“Few other communities, if
any, can boast a 100% vaccination rate. That we reached our
goal shows that Menlo students
and employees all understand
the importance of keeping our
campus, and our larger community, as safe as possible,”
said Menlo College President
Steven Weiner in a statement.
The school shut down in March
2020 due to the pandemic and
began a phased reopening over
the succeeding months.
The school set out on a vaccination campaign in April,
when it announced that it would
require proof of vaccination
for all community members
by the start of the fall semester

— ahead of Stanford University
and the University of California system. Once the FDA gave
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine full
approval, the school made vaccination mandatory for all staff,
faculty, students and contractors — including security staff,
dining hall staff and ASL interpreters, Schmiede said.
Student Body President Mia
Shuman said the college promoted vaccinations by asking
students to post on social media
when they got their shots. The
school also called students who
didn’t submit their proof of vaccination to check in. Shuman
recorded a video, which was
posted on the school’s Instagram page, explaining why she
decided to receive the vaccine.
Shuman, a senior, said she
was not surprised Menlo College was able to achieve this
milestone, as the community is
“tight knit” and everyone wants
to “take care of each other.”
Still, in the larger context of the
U.S., where only a little over half
of Americans overall are vaccinated, it is impressive, she said.
“The majority of our community wanted nothing more
than to reclaim the familiar,
in-person experience that is the
hallmark of our college, which
had been missing for the last
18 months,” Weiner said in his
statement. “It has been a joy to
see students and faculty back in
the classroom, our student-athletes back in competition, and
more broadly, the Menlo College
family safely back together on
our beautiful campus.”
Colleges have the legal authority to require proof of vaccination for students — they
already mandate that students

be vaccinated against measles,
mumps and rubella, meningitis,
and other vaccine-preventable
communicable diseases.
On-campus testing

Last spring, about 250 students
were living in dorms on campus
in residence hall pods and 100
would come onto campus for
athletic training, Schmiede said.
Some students living on campus
needed emergency housing, such
as those who didn’t have a safe
or productive place to engage
in online learning, and international students who would
face difficult time differences

if they did distance learning in
their home countries, she said.
School officials said there was
only a 0.1% positivity rate among
the nearly 9,000 COVID-19 tests
taken during that semester.
There are two active COVID-19 cases; both are commuter
students isolating off campus,
Schmiede said. Over the past
month, the school has had nine
positive cases, five of which were
asymptomatic cases that were
detected through testing on
campus.
“Providing testing is helping
us maintain very low transmission on campus, Schmiede said.

The few who are unvaccinated
are required to test twice weekly,
and all student athletes must
also undergo regular testing
for the virus. Fully vaccinated
visitors are also invited to attend
Menlo athletics competitions,
provided they demonstrate proof
of vaccination.
Antigen self-tests are offered
weekly to vaccinated staff and
students for free.
Vaccination rates at other
universities

Stanford is requiring students
See MENLO, page 12

HOME CARE AND HE ALTH CARE

Solutions
That Fit Your
Unique Needs
Customized support for any lifestyle:
•

Companionship

• Transition & Discharge Care
•

Hospital Sitting

•

Specialized Care

•

Concierge Services

•

Transportation

We’re here to help!
www.careindeed.com • (650) 850-5945

Serving clients throughout the Bay Area. Call (650) 850-5945!
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‘Sadly, we are still divided,’ organizer says at 9/11 multifaith vigil
About 200 gather at King Plaza to honor victims and discuss ways to build peace
By Angela Swartz

E

lizabeth Miller was just 6
years old when her father,
firefighter Douglas C. Miller, was killed during the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks on the World Trade
Center. Years later, in her grief,
she began to learn more about
the United States’ response to
9/11. She met a Middle Eastern
man held at Guantánamo Bay
purely for “seeming suspicious.”
What she learned made her feel
obligated to “speak out about the
injustices that stemmed from
(her) loss,” she wrote in an
HOUSING
continued from page 8

it was sold to Stanford University in 2019 as faculty housing.
Because Stanford is an academic
institution, it doesn’t have to
pay property taxes on buildings
it owns and operates as student
and faculty housing, which can
reduce the property tax base for
a city. The PILOT agreement
would only take effect if the
property is sold to a tax-exempt
owner; otherwise the city would
continue to receive the standard
property taxes.
In addition, the council
requested that the developer
MENLO
continued from page 11

to take COVID-19 tests weekly,
regardless of their vaccination
status. The Associated Students
of Stanford University (ASSU)
REFORM
continued from page 5

me, that’s the big foundational
piece that I want to change.”
Glazer, who chairs the Senate
Committee on Elections and
Constitutional Amendments,
also said he has significant concerns about the two-question
format on the recall ballot. Most
of the other 19 states that have a
recall process have provisions
for appointing someone to fill
the vacant seat if a governor
is recalled and then following
an election process. Some lawmakers, he said, believe a recall
should trigger a runoff. Others
believe a lieutenant governor
should step forward if a recall
is successful and fill the spot
until an election is completed at
a future date.
These alternatives will be
explored in the coming months,
he said, as the two legislative
bodies proceed with gathering

... A few handful of terrorists do
not represent me. It’s been so
wonderful and supportive, every
time we host that event.”
Sundas recalled online commenters asking if beheading
would be on the menu when she
held the first picnic in 2002. She
said she’s now seeing a similar
hatred directed toward Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders.
“Sadly 20 years later, we are
still divided more so than ever,”
she said.

opinion piece published in Time
magazine Sept. 10.
Hers was just one of the stories
shared by some of the more than
200 people who gathered in Palo
Alto’s King Plaza on Saturday
evening for the Multifaith Peace
Picnic & Prayer Service. For the
20th year in a row, organizers
put together the event to not
only memorialize 9/11 victims
and remember their families,
but also to share stories of peace
and unity despite the backlash
against the Muslim community.
This year’s program began
with boxed dinners and

included speeches and musical performances by local faith
groups. Chairs were spread out
throughout the plaza as a precaution against the spread of the
coronavirus. The event, which
was held virtually last year, was
also streamed live on Zoom for
those who couldn’t attend in
person.
The evening ended with
attendees gathered in a circle
and holding candles in a prayer
vigil to honor the victims.
Organizer and Palo Alto resident Samina Sundas, founder
of American Muslim Voice, has

held the vigil annually since the
first anniversary of Sept. 11.
She said that the return to
power by the Taliban in Afghanistan and the current of hatred
among some groups throughout the country sometimes
make her feel that nothing has
changed over two decades.
“I don’t know why you need a
boogeyman,” she said of the history of xenophobia in America
and tendency of some to choose
a group toward which to direct
their fears and anxieties. “I try to
bring the community together
and try to heal and build peace.

meet with Sequoia Union High
School District to talk about the
district’s concerns. Among other things, the district’s appeal
alleged that the process to
analyze the potential environmental impacts didn’t take into
account the proximity of TIDE
Academy, a high school located
just across the street from the
project. It also argued that the
impact fees the district would
collect from the developer don’t
account for the full added costs
the school district takes on
when new developments generate additional students.
Taylor’s appeal request raised
concerns that included how

the development would impact
projected drought-related water
shortages and existing transportation infrastructure problems in the area. She also
argued that the city’s current
policy of mandating that 15%
of the new homes be designated
for below-market-rate households is not enough to prevent
or slow displacement in the
community.
Staff pushed back on the
latter argument, saying that
a housing needs assessment
conducted for the project found
that the development is expected
to increase the city’s housing
availability by 498 units, larger

than the number of actual units
the development will provide.
That’s because the number of
people that won’t be working
there anymore when the existing commercial buildings are
demolished — each of whom
generates local housing demand
— is expected to be slightly
higher than the new job demand
generated by the development’s
new residents, according to a
staff report.
Council members also agreed
at a later point to review a subset
of the traffic projects that the
developer has agreed to as mitigation for the added traffic associated with the development.

Menlo Uptown

reported that 98% of respondents who possibly would be
on campus during the summer
self-reported that they would be
fully vaccinated by June 12.
At University of California at
Berkeley, 97% of undergraduate

and graduate students are fully
vaccinated, according to the
school’s data dashboard, which
includes data about vaccinations
self-reported and those administered by University Health
Service. Faculty and staff have

a lower vaccination rate of 90%,
according to the dashboard.
The San Mateo County Community College District is
requiring students to be fully
vaccinated to return to campus.
Cañada College in Woodside,

which is part of the district, has
not reported its student vaccination rates. A

ideas from lawmakers, academics and legal and political
experts. Lawmakers will look
at issues such as grounds for
removal, California’s signature
gathering requirements and the
process of succession, should the
recall effort be successful.

officials that have qualified for
the ballot occurred in the last 27
years. Berman and Glazer noted
in a statement that each of the last
nine governors in California has
faced multiple recall attempts,
though only two had qualified
for the ballot. The only successful
ouster of a governor through the
recall process occurred in 2003,
when voters removed Gray Davis
from office and replaced him
with Arnold Schwarzenegger.
The two lawmakers noted
that the reform process will be
open to the public to maintain
transparency.
“Neither of us is suggesting
that the recall process be eliminated,” Glazer said at Wednesday’s press conference. “We’re
simply saying that accountability is good and it needs to
be maintained, but we need to
look for ways to modernize it
and understand how it’s been
manipulated in the last couple
of decades in ways that we

think are counterproductive
and that voters of California, at
the end of the day, may view as
counterproductive.”
Berman said in a statement
that the Tuesday vote, in which
more than two-thirds of the
voters rejected the recall, “highlighted the fundamentally
undemocratic nature of California’s existing recall process.” The
leaders of the state’s two legislative chambers — Senate President pro Tempore Toni Atkins
and Assembly Speaker Anthony
Redon — also issued statements
expressing support for exploring recall reforms. Atkins called
such a review “timely and worthy of debate,” while Rendon
called it “totally appropriate.”
“We came far too close to having a governor elected by a tiny
fraction of eligible voters,” Rendon said in a statement. “While
that is no way to pick the leader
of the most populous state in
the nation, it would be equally

wrong to make any changes
without a thorough study of
alternatives. I look forward to
hearing the discussion.”
Berman and Glazer said
Wednesday that the earliest
time frame for enacting reform
to the recall process would be
2022. That is also when Newsom
is up for reelection. Berman said
the given the recent effort to
recall the governor, reforms to
the process are an issue that is
“in front of the mind for a lot of
voters right now.”
“In hindsight, Chair Glazer
and I probably wish this was
addressed before either of us has
been elected to the Legislature,”
Berman said. “It hasn’t been. We
want to make sure we make
some improvements to the process now and not kick it off to
future elected officials.” A

‘We currently have
a process whereby
the governor can be
recalled and replaced
by someone who has
less votes.’
ASSEMBLYMAN MARC B ERMAN

Both lawmakers expressed
concern Wednesday about the
way that the recall process,
which has been around for over
a century, has been used in
recent years. More than 70% of
attempts to recall elected state
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Email Staff Writer Angela Swartz
at aswartz@almanacnews.com.

The Menlo Uptown development is slated to provide 172 studio apartments, 224 one-bedroom apartments, 33 two-bedroom apartments and 12 threebedroom apartments. Thirty
of the for-sale townhomes will
have three bedrooms, while 12
of the townhomes will be fourbedroom residences.
Of those, 73 will be set aside
as below market rate for households earning less than the area
median income. Broken down,
there will be 29 below-marketrate studios, 33 one-bedroom
See HOUSING, page 24

Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

Email Staff Writer Gennady
Sheyner at gsheyner@paweekly.
com.
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the largest overall increase in its
Asian population, which rose
by 708 people or 424% between
2010 and 2020.
The two neighborhoods that
saw the largest overall population
increase within the same census
tract in Menlo Park were the Linfield Oaks and Allied Arts neighborhoods. Linfield Oaks saw its
population increase by about
575 people or 13.8%, while Allied
Arts saw a population increase of
about 500 people or 12%. Both
neighborhoods saw a roughly
8% decline in the proportion of
white people at the same time
they experienced 86% and 70%
increases in the number of Asian
residents in Linfield Oaks and
Allied Arts, respectively.
West Menlo Park saw a higher
than average increase in its overall population at 8.5%, seeing
a roughly equal drop in white
residents (351) and increase in
Asian residents (344).
The neighborhood that saw
the greatest increase in American Indian and Alaska Native
people — a 725% bump — was
in Census Tract 6118, which
includes part of Menlo Park
and East Palo Alto toward the
Dumbarton Bridge, with 116
more residents.
The tract reporting the largest
increase in Hispanic residents
was Menlo Park’s Linfield Oaks
neighborhood, which saw an
overall increase of 194 Hispanic
residents.
Neighborhoods that saw their
overall populations decline
included Sharon Heights (down
3.2%) and Menlo Park’s census tract 6139, which includes
COMMUNITY BRIEFS
continued from page 6

Supervisor Don Horsley. “If
something goes wrong with
those high voltage lines, the fuel
underneath it could be a significant problem,” he said Tuesday.
The Woodside Fire Protection
District is expected to use the
funds to contract with a forestry
service to clear tree trunk debris
from the park along the southern and eastern boundaries.
Other funders of the $34,000
project include the town of
Woodside and SLAC, Horsley
said.

Search begins for new city
manager in Menlo Park
Menlo Park City Manager Starla Jerome-Robinson
plans to retire, so the city has
hired the search firm The
Hawkins Company to look for
a replacement.
There are two community
meetings set up for people to

the south of Seminary/Vintage
Oaks neighborhood and part of
the Willows (down 1.7%).
East Palo Alto

East Palo Alto experienced
a 6.7% increase in its overall
population to 30,034 people,
up from 28,155 in 2010. The
city saw a nearly 56% drop in
its white population and a 30%
drop in its Black population.
It also saw an increase of more
than 500 people each who identify as Asian or American Indian/Alaska Native. The number
of Native Hawaiians and Pacific
Islanders fell slightly, by 34, with
2,084 people overall. The Hispanic population in East Palo
Alto increased by about 10% to
almost 20,000 people overall.
North Fair Oaks

North Fair Oaks was the only
jurisdiction in which a population decline was reported.
Between 2010 and 2020, the
population fell by a total of
about 660 people in North Fair
Oaks, to 14,027 from 14,687. The
unincorporated jurisdiction saw
about a 51% decrease in its white
population, a decline of more
than 3,500 people, and a 26%
drop in its Black population,
while seeing a 56% rise in its
Asian population. The Hispanic
population in North Fair Oaks
fell by about 932 people or 9%.
The number of people who identified as two or more races rose
by nearly 2,500 people.
Atherton

Atherton experienced a 4%
population increase overall to
a population of 7,188 residents,
up from 6,914 in 2010. There
was a 13% decline in its white
weigh in on the desired qualities and qualifications the new
city manager should have as the
city’s chief executive.
The online forums will be held
via Zoom on Saturday, Sept. 25,
from 11 a.m. to noon (meeting
ID 894 8506 7918) and Thursday, Sept. 30, from 6 to 7 p.m.
(meeting ID 851 0104 9292).
Email Yonnine Hawkins Garr,
vice president of The Hawkins
Company, for additional information at yonnine@thehawkinscompany.com.
A community survey on the
topic in English and Spanish
is set to be posted on the city
website, menlopark.org, from
Sept. 16-30. Responses will be
anonymous.

Environmental review
starts for new housing
development
A development proposal at 123
Independence Drive on Menlo
Park’s Bay side is moving toward
approval with the launch of its
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U.S. Census Bureau

Overall population changes among census tracts in southern San Mateo County varied from a decline
of 4.5% in one area of North Fair Oaks to an increase of 13.8% in Menlo Park’s Linfield Oaks neighborhood.

population, a 33% increase in
its Black population (to 100 residents in 2020 from 75 in 2010), a
55% increase in its Asian population (an increase of about 500
residents) and a roughly 190%
increase in people identifying
as being of two or more races,
to 624.
Woodside

Woodside experienced the
smallest population increase
at 0.4% overall. It saw a 12%
decline in its white population,
a 47% increase in its Black population (to 34 residents from 23),
and a 34% increase in its Asian
environmental impact review
process.
The developer proposes to
redevelop five parcels with a
total of 432 new housing units,
including 316 apartments and
116 for-sale townhomes. Of
those, 15%, or 66, will be set
for rent or purchase below the
market rate for lower-income
households.
A “Notice of Preparation”
document has been released,
announcing the start of the
environmental review process
and beginning a countdown
during which people may suggest topics that should be studied. They may provide comments verbally at the Menlo
Park Planning Commission’s
upcoming meeting on Monday,
Sept. 27, or in writing by emailing Contract Principal Planner
Payal Baghat at Pbhagat@menlopark.org.
Comments should be submitted no later than 5 p.m. on
Monday, Oct. 11.
— Kate Bradshaw

population, to 446 from 332
residents in 2010. The town’s
Hispanic population increased
in line with its overall population increase by 0.4% or about
22 people.
Portola Valley

Portola Valley experienced a
2.4% increase to a population
of 4,456 residents, up about 103
people from a decade before.
During that time, it lost 375
white residents and one Black
resident, bringing the number
of Black residents down to 11.
There were 105 additional Asian
residents and 55 additional

PV Live Revive is Oct. 9
PV Live Revive — an all-day
event combining Zotts to Tots,
the town picnic and a concert
— will take place on Saturday,
Oct. 9, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. at
Portola Valley’s Town Center, 765
Portola Road. All of these events
were canceled last year due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, so the
town is combining them into one
event.
Hosted jointly by the Parks
and Rec Committee and the
Cultural Arts Committee, the
event will include a fun run and
bike race as well as a town picnic
with live music from Ginger +
Bandits, a local band featuring
Portola Valley residents Ginger
Pistilli and Paul Skrabo, and
The Humidors, a Bay Area funk
band.
The Boy Scouts will be serving hamburgers and hot dogs,
and there will be multiple food
trucks. Food and beverages,
including alcoholic drinks, will
be served all day and during the

Hispanic residents, and an overall increase of 348 people claiming two or more races.
Ladera

Ladera’s population increased
9.2%, to 1,557 from 1,426. Its
white population declined by
103 people, it gained a single
additional Black person, for a
total of four in 2020, and saw
nearly identical increases in Hispanic residents (72) and Asian
residents (71).
Email Staff Writer Kate
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@
almanacnews.com.
concert.
For more information, and to
register for the race, go to the
event website at pvliverevive.
com.

Menlo Park district kicks
off parent education series
The Menlo Park City School
District began its 2021-22 school
year parent education speaker
series this week with a talk about
giving up screens one day a week
to allow for more time, creativity and connection.
Terri E. Givens will be the next
speaker in the series on Tuesday,
Oct. 12, at Hillview Middle
School. She will talk about her
new book “Radical Empathing: Finding a Path to Bridging
Racial Divides.”
Other upcoming talks
include: teaching children selfregulation; how to elevate historically diminished voices;
and how food giants exploit
addictions. A
— Angela Swartz

NEW PRICE | 289 Almendral Avenue | Atherton
Exceptional New Estate
Offered at $17,995,000
JOModdapÛdTKOÛTt__JBsVpÛ
2 half-baths
llod{WaBsO_|ÛsdsB_pntBoOTOOs
Pool cabana with 1 bath and partial
kitchen
2zdTBaW_|oddapÛsVOBsOoÛsbOpp
center, and wine cellar
Wired for Lutron HomeWorks,
UWUBJWsøplOOMJOobOszdo^
llod{WaBsO_|BKoOzWsVldd_Û
barbecue center, vast lawn
Attached 3-car garage wired for
EV charging

289Almendral.com

Tom LeMieux,

MBA

Jennifer Bitter, MBA

650.465.7459
sdaŒ_OaWOt{.àKda

650.308.4401
]ObbWTOoŒ_OaWOt{.àKda

License #01066910

License #01847627

#59 Small Team in the U.S., 2021, Real Trends in WSJ
Over $3 billion in sales since 1998
_OaWOt{.àKdaŚŒ_OaWOt{.


Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for
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N E W S
GETREU
continued from page 5

Defense Attorney John Halley sought to persuade jurors
during his closing argument
that police had mishandled the
evidence. The pants were the key
to the prosecution’s case, but he
questioned whether the DNA
was inadvertently deposited by
someone who might have contaminated the evidence during
handling.
Some evidence was shared
between San Mateo County
and Santa Clara County sheriff’s offices as they respectively
investigated the Taylor case and
the strikingly similar strangulation of another young woman,
Leslie Marie Perlov. Her body
was found in a remote area of
Stanford land on Feb. 16, 1973,
just 13 months prior to Taylor’s
death.
Prosecutor Josh Stauffer said
during his closing argument
that Halley was “trafficking in
fairytales.” The two sheriff’s
offices had shared only photographs and not clothing evidence, he noted.
It was evidence from under
Perlov’s fingernails that initially
gave investigators their break
in the case. She had fought
fiercely against her attacker,
and clippings taken from her
fingernails and preserved for 45
years were used by investigators
to positively identify and arrest
Getreu. The DNA profile that
emerged from those samples
helped San Mateo County sheriff investigators link Getreu to
O B ITUA R I E S

Local residents who died
recently include Tina Enomoto, 71, a former Portola
Valley resident, on Aug.
7; Emmanuel Barbariol,
96, a longtime Menlo Park
resident, on Aug. 20; Noble
Hancock, 99, a Portola Valley resident of 61 years, on
Aug. 21; George White Jr.,
86, a former Portola Valley
resident, on Aug. 25; and
Kathleen Gaffney Braunstein, 77, a Woodside resident and docent at the Filoli
Historic House & Garden
for 25 years.
To read full obituaries,
leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at almanacnews.
com/obituaries. A
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Courtesy San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office

Janet Ann Taylor, a La Honda
resident, planned to hitchhike
home in March 1974 but never
returned. Her body was found in a
ditch the next day and her murder
went unsolved for 47 years.

Taylor’s killing.
Diane Perlov, Leslie Perlov’s
younger sister, watched from
the courtroom as Getreu’s verdict in the Taylor case was read.
It could be more than a year
until he comes to trial in Santa
Clara County for her sister’s
death due to a backlog of cases,
she said.
But Perlov is proud of her sister’s contribution to convicting
Getreu.

“She fought for her life. The
evidence under her fingernails is
what led us here. ... I remember
a detective said, ‘She made this
happen,’” she said.
One moment stood out to
Diane Perlov after the verdict.
“When the jury was gone and
it was just the lawyers and Getreu in the court, Josh (Stauffer)
gave me a little nod,” she said.
Leaving the courtroom after
the verdict, Stauffer said only:
“Today justice was done.”
Taylor’s family has preferred
to remain private.
“Justice is always good. It’s
very gratifying to see justice
served,” Perlov observed. “You
never know until the verdict
comes in. The prosecutors did
a great job — a thorough job.
There’s no healing because of
course she’s gone, but there is
a sense of satisfaction that he’s
put away. He will be condemned
after he dies, but I want him to
be condemned in this life for
what he did.”
James Schroeder, a close
friend of Janet Taylor, traveled across the country with
his wife, Mary Ellen, to testify
at the trial. After the verdict,
Schroeder said he was happy
Getreu was finally convicted.
He’s been waiting for this
moment for 47 years.
Mary Ellen Schroeder didn’t

Emmanuel Barbariol
February 19, 1925 – August 20, 2021
Emmanuel Barbariol, a longtime resident of Menlo
Park, died on August 20. He was 96 at the time of his
passing. Emmanuel was born to parents Steve and Rosa
Barbariol who immigrated from Roveredo in Piano,
Italy.
Emmanuel graduated from Sequoia High School
in 1945. After graduation, he entered the seminary to
prepare for priesthood. He served as a priest with the
Salesians of Don Bosco from 1957 to 1974.
He showed an early aptitude for science and electronics, which set the stage for his later career at Varian in
the 1980s.
Emmanuel was an active member of St. Raymond
Catholic Church. He particularly enjoyed being a member of the choir for many years and made many friends.
Emmanuel was preceded in death by his parents; his
wife, Marguerite; his sister, Mary Thiel of San Francisco;
and his brother, Tarcisio Barbariol, of Menlo Park. He is
survived by his brother Patrick Barbariol of Los Angeles;
his nieces Agnès Mendelson of Atherton and Angela
Barbariol of Duvall, WA; and his nephews, Vido and
Manuel Thiel of San Francisco.
The family offers many thanks to the caregivers
at Sunrise of Belmont for their expert care during his
final years. A celebration of life was held at St. Raymond
Catholic Church.
Memorial donations may be made to The Salesians
of Don Bosco. www.donboscowest.org
PAID

OBITUARY

‘It’s very gratifying
to see justice served.
... There’s no healing
because of course she’s
gone, but there is a
sense of satisfaction
that he’s put away.’
DIANE PERLOV

know Taylor, but her tragic story
has been a part of her life for the
31 years she and Schroeder have
been married.

“The fact that they saw this
through showed a lot of respect
for Janet,” she said.
The Schroeders will celebrate
the verdict in a deeply personal
way. On their way to visit Russell Bissonnette, Taylor’s companion at the time of her death,
Schroeder said he planned to
bring a gift.
“I’m bringing a bottle of
champagne to celebrate Janet’s
life,” he said.
Getreu will return to court for
sentencing on Nov. 5. A
Email Staff Writer Sue Dremann
at sdremann@paweekly.com.

Noble Hancock
October 1, 1921 – August 21, 2021
Noble Hancock was born
October 1, 1921 in Aurora,
Illinois and died at The
Sequoias in Portola Valley
on August 21, 2021 just six
weeks short of his 100th
birthday. He and his wife
Lorraine had lived in the
Westridge area of Portola
Valley for 61 years where
they raised their five children. They moved to The
Sequoias three years ago.
Mr. Hancock grew up in
San Jose, attended Willow
Glen Elementary School, Los Gatos High School and UC
Berkeley before WWII and later earned a Bachelor of Electrical
Engineering from the University of Santa Clara and a Masters
from Stanford. He also took business classes at Stanford.
During the War he served as information liaison in the
US Army IV Corps Headquarters in the invasion of Luzon,
Philippines.
As an avid amateur radio enthusiast he served as treasurer
of the Santa Clara County Amateur Radio Assn. and was
proud of the 1,000 watt transmitter that he constructed, which
he used to make contacts throughout the U.S. and Pacific.
Mr. Hancock was an assistant professor of Electrical
Engineering at SJSU from 1951-1961, served as Program
Officer of the Luke B. Hancock Foundation in Palo Alto from
1961-1978, and spent his retirement years gardening, tending
to his personal finances and writing his memoirs.
He was a generous supporter of the environment, homeless,
and his church. His children remember him fondly for the
stories he would read them after dinner, his buying a boat so
they could water ski at Lake Tahoe, and his introducing them
to the concepts of philanthropy.
Those celebrating his life are his wife Lorraine and their
children: Joyce Gavino of San Jose; Bruce (Carolyn) Hancock
of Altadena, CA; Janice (Jeff) Pettit of Auburn, CA; James
Hancock of Alameda, CA; Allen Hancock of Eugene, OR and
a daughter from a previous marriage Diane (Dan) Sheehy of
Rolling Hills Estates, CA. They are joined by eight grandchildren, eight great grandchildren and one great-great granddaughter. The family will gather privately on Noble’s birthday,
Oct. 1st.
Friends and neighbors are invited to gather at The Sequoias
on Saturday Oct. 2nd at 2:00pm to remember the gentle
man with the camping stool. In lieu of flowers contributions
may be sent to Second Harvest or The International Rescue
Committee.
For questions or for the Zoom link contact lorrhan@aol.
com
Second Harvest Food Bank
https://impact.shfb.org/give
International Rescue Committee
https://help.rescue.org/donate
PA I D
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FITNESS
continued from page 1

“Our clients were referring
their cousins, uncles, brothers,
sisters, neighbors — we have
clients literally from all over the
world now,” King said.
Fitness on demand

People also turned to the latest trends in expensive fitness
equipment such as Peloton,
Lululemon’s Mirror or Tonal,
which have customers spending anywhere from $1,000 to
$5,000 in upfront costs. Access
to online classes offered by the
same brands come with an additional monthly fee that can cost
as much as a gym membership.
But while prices may be high,
people in the Midpeninsula who
were already paying $20 and up
for an individual class at a boutique studio said they are finding
that the returns, financially and
physically, are worth it.
Andrew Navarro of Palo Alto
purchased a Tread, Peloton’s
premium treadmill, in January
for around $5,000 and a monthly
subscription for $39.
It’s not a cheap investment,
Navarro, 46, said. But he finds
that he’s actually saving money
by dropping his membership to
24 Hour Fitness and the regular
visits to Barry’s Bootcamp, a
high intensity interval training

Magali Gauthier

Ellen Kiss exercises on the Tonal machine in her garage on Aug. 30. The Palo Alto resident says she works
out more regularly now that she doesn’t have to make trips to the gym.

workout, which costs around
$35 per class. He and his partner
could spend around $4,000 to
$6,000 a year on a membership
and classes, Navarro said. With
Peloton, they can buy one treadmill and both take advantage
of the classes through a single
subscription.
“There were some months
where I would go to Barry’s

almost everyday and that racks
up 500 bucks right there,”
Navarro said. “It gets expensive.”
Ellen Kiss, 44, a designer and
teacher who currently works
from home in Palo Alto, invested
in Tonal, a $3,000 strength training machine that mounts to the
wall and comes with adjustable
arms that can be used for weight
lifting. A monthly subscription

with Tonal costs $49.
Before the pandemic, Kiss visited various fitness studios, paying
at least $20 per session in search
of a workout that would motivate
her into a regular routine. She
tried Orangetheory, SoulCycle,
Samyama Yoga Center, and a
Pilates studio in Palo Alto. None
could really keep Kiss on a consistent workout schedule.
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“I’m too lazy,” she laughed.
Kiss realized part of the problem with in-person classes had
to do with convenience. Before,
she had to plan every time she
went to a fitness studio. With
equipment now at home, Kiss
consistently works out three
times a week; all she has to do
is put on workout clothes and
walk to her garage. Even on her
more lethargic days, Kiss said
she can at least opt for a quick
30-minute class and still feel
productive.
Navarro made a similar discovery for himself. Typically,
he might spend nearly the same
amount of time it takes to exercise just preparing to go to the
gym and getting ready for work
afterwards. Now he’s able to
work out from home. The result?
He’s already shedding the weight
he gained during the pandemic.
“My intent was never convenience,” he said. “My intent was
that I need to get my a-- into the
gym or do something.”
Americans overall have
increased spending on the latest
fitness technology.
According to a McKinsey &
Company article published June,
monthly consumer spending
on internet-connected fitness
equipment, which includes Peloton, increased 5% and spending
See FITNESS, page 21
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N E W S
FITNESS
continued from page 20

for paid apps rose about 10%.
“A little more than 10% of the
American general population
have also set up home gyms or
have accessed fitness resources
online during the pandemic,”
one study by McKinsey said.
By 2028, the home fitness
equipment market is projected
to grow from $10.73 billion in
2021 to $14.74 billion in 2028,
according to a report by Fortune
Business Insights.
In the realm of cycling alone,
Peloton bikes became so popular
the company experienced supply
constraints and delivery delays,
pushing Peleton to invest more
than $100 million just to expedite shipping.
For Tom Craig, 62, part of the
allure of his NordicTrack bike
— a counterpart to the moretrendy Peloton bike in price and
features — is the experience of
the online classes. Riders don’t
merely sit alongside a virtual
instructor belting commands
and encouragements. Instead,
NordicTrack’s classes use a
lesser form of virtual reality to
make the workout more engaging. The screen can simulate the
experience of moving through a
different continent or country
or even one’s own city using
Google Maps’ “street view”
function.
“I did one in the North Pole at
Christmas time,” said the Palo
Alto resident, who described
himself as an “elliptical junkie.”
Peloton’s subscription includes
themed workout sessions that
reflect the current cultural zeitgeist, with classes that emphasize
mental health, Black History
Month or Beyonce, for example.
(One New York Times culture
critic called it, “A total curation
of the mind.”)
Greater personalization is one
of the greatest draws of the smart
fitness equipment industry. But
beyond all the bells and whistles,
there’s a critical feature of athome equipment that keeps people like Craig, Kiss and Navarro
RECALL
continued from page 7

women’s rights and pandemic
management.
“Politics should always be
choices,” Smith said. “The
choice in this case is not whether your governor is perfect or
not, the choice is whether your
governor would do a far better
job than the other person who
would be governor.”
Newsom also benefited from
an enormous fundraising
advantage, raising five times as
much money as his opponents
combined. And he got help
from organized labor. Unions

at home rather than in the gym:
It works.
“I got the bike last August,”
Craig said. “By the end of the
year, I dropped 20 pounds.”
Kiss and Navarro both said
they were unsure if they would
return to their gyms, given
the effectiveness of at-home
workouts. Kiss said she might
consider a class for a social
occasion with her friends. But
for her regular routine? Even if
the situation with the pandemic
improves, she doesn’t anticipate
returning to the gym.
“For me, it’s less about COVID
and more about convenience,”
she said.

Not everyone is turning their
backs on in-person exercise,
however — even for those who
might have hopped on the latest
fitness equipment trends.
Rhonda Clark, who works in
marketing at Stanford University, purchased Lululemon’s Mirror for $1,500 along with a $39
monthly subscription around
last April. She opted for the Mirror because it takes up less space
just like a Tonal — Lululemon
brands it as, “The nearly invisible home gym” — and replicates
a lot of the classes she would take
at OrangeTheory.
Clark said she would love
to return to in-person classes.
But what’s stopping her are the
mask mandates that businesses
recently reinstituted.
“I’m not against masks, don’t
get me wrong,” she said. “But
just for working out, it’s so
uncomfortable.”
Clark expects to return to
OrangeTheory once mask mandates are loosened. But it doesn’t
mean she’ll let the dust settle on
her Mirror. Instead, she plans to
use both for variety.
Elizabeth Moragne, 55, shares
Clark’s issue with masks during
workouts. She’s sticking with
her Peloton bike until restrictions loosen up, but she’s itching
for the day she can resume her
morning routine and be around

people when she exercises in
person.
“It was a very nice routine to
get up, go early in the morning
and go get coffee afterwards,”
Moragne, a community volunteer, said. “I want to pick it back
up. As soon as things, again, go
back to dropping masks, I want
to go back to taking some inperson classes, for sure.”
Clerk and Moragne’s experience may speak to the growing
demand for variety and choice
within the fitness industry.
A study by the International
Health, Racquet & Sportsclub
Association found that one out
of five people who have health
club memberships also subscribe to a “premium online
fitness service.”
“To meet the demands of
health club members, clubs will
need to do it all. It’s no longer
outdoor vs. virtual vs. in-club
vs.at-home fitness,” the report
said. “Moving forward, a hybrid
or omni-channel approach to
delivering fitness, wellness and
sport will be the expectation of
consumers.”
This preference for variety
may come as a positive especially for gym and boutique studio
owners in the Midpeninsula,
where residents have relatively
higher household incomes and,
consequently, the resources to
spend on at-home equipment
as well as a gym membership or
in-person classes.
When looking specifically at
studio classes as opposed to a
gym, where people often exercise
independently, Van Metre finds
that at-home equipment doesn’t
really compete with studios like
Barre3 since they always served
different clients: those who prefer a do-it-yourself model and
those who prefer to be a part of
a community. If anything, she
said, the two can only complement each other.
“People like variety anyway,”
she said.
Corey Mailloux, founder of
Functional Lifestyles in Palo
Alto, which offers classes capped
at 10 clients for a more personal

contributed millions of dollars
to his campaign and also organized a huge effort to knock on
doors, make phone calls and
send text messages urging voters
to say “no” to the recall.
“It really was all about inperson contact and communication,” said Steve Smith, a
spokesperson for the California
Labor Federation. “That’s what
we knew it would take, given
the research we did early in
the summer where we saw a
tremendous amount of apathy
and low information. TV ads
alone weren’t going to solve that
problem.”
Newsom also bet that his strict

approach to the pandemic — as
the first governor in the nation
to require vaccines for health
care workers and state employees — would pay off in a state
where two-thirds of residents
are vaccinated. He contrasted
his approach with his GOP
opponents, who said they would
repeal mandates for masks and
vaccines.
Exit polling from Tuesday’s
election reveals that the pandemic is the main issue on California voters’ minds, and that
more than 6 in 10 say getting
vaccinated is more of a public
health responsibility than it is a
personal choice. A

Creating a more varied
fitness normal

experience, said that he always
saw the fitness industry as a
spectrum of clients with different preferences: There are
clients who prefer to work out
by themselves at the gym or at
home, clients who prefer a large
group when training, and then
those who prefer more intimate
classes, Mailloux said.
“Yes, the at-home gym is
partly competition, but it’s also
a separate thing inside of that
continuum,” he said.
And when it comes to serving
individuals with low to middle
incomes, gyms, which typically
require a one-time initiation fee
and a monthly fee, still have the
upperhand. Multiple studies of
the fitness equipment industry
found that one of its main barriers to market growth is its high
cost and the requirement of
space at home.
This rings especially true for
studios that offer highly specialized forms of exercise using
particularly expensive equipment. At Reach Pilates, which
has served Palo Alto for nearly
three decades, offers workouts
that require machines or “apparatus classes.” The studio focuses
on exercises on the mat and the
machines.
To replicate what’s offered at
Reach, studio manager Kathleen Paice said that a client
may be looking at purchasing
up to $15,000 for five pieces of
equipment.
“We did have a couple clients
who bought one piece of equipment and did classes virtually because they had the means
to do that,” Paice said. “But
even those clients have come
back because it’s part of their
routine.”
Despite the at-home trend,
there will always be people who
gladly consider themselves gym
rats.
As someone who thrives under
a competitive environment,
Reema Dhillon, 38, said she happily pays nearly $1,000 a month
for classes at Barry’s, CorePower Yoga and Rumble Boxing.
Any at-home or virtual options,

Dhillon found, just didn’t push
her enough as much as in-person
classes.
“I couldn’t even muster up
enough motivation to do the
workouts at home,” the Palo
Alto resident said. “It just really
hindered all my progress. It was
kind of depressing.”
In a survey of 1,171 Americans
published by the International
Health, Racquet & Sportsclub
Association, 48% of participants
said they had a harder time finding the motivation to exercise
without their fitness club. The
same survey also found that 54%
found their new workout routine
less challenging, while 53% said
it was less consistent.
Dhillon, who works at a law
firm in Palo Alto and used to
compete in softball and track
and field, tried some of the
workout videos on YouTube and
even her boyfriend’s Peloton but
found nothing challenged her
as much as her classes. Her only
outlet while fitness studios were
closed was walking 10 miles a
day.
“Being around other students
creates that competitive environment,” she said. “And that’s what
I thrive under — being faster or
pushing myself because the person next to be is doing it. I feed
off of that.”
In the weeks leading up to the
debut of Van Metre’s studio, the
Menlo Park native hosted several
outdoor Barre3 classes thanks to
getting a permit from the city.
“People are saying, ‘Oh my
gosh we’re so glad you’re back,’”
she said.
Van Metre acknowledged that
the pandemic and now, in California, the threat of poor air
quality due to the wildfires are
formidable risks for an already
vulnerable industry. But with
pent up demand to exercise
and reconvene, she remains
optimistic.
“Really, the goal is to bring our
community together again,” she
said. A
Email Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee at llee@paweekly.com.

Marketplace
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N E W S
HOUSING
continued from page 12

units, four two-bedroom residences,
one three-bedroom unit and six for-sale
townhomes for moderate-income households, of which five will have three bedrooms and one will have four bedrooms.
The Menlo Uptown development will
also include a 2,940-square-foot space
dedicated as an urgent care center to
be operated by the Ravenswood Family
Health Network, which is considered to
be a community amenity valued at $8.9
million.
Menlo Portal

The Menlo Portal development would
add 335 apartments to the city, 48 of
which would be set aside for lowerincome households.
As a community amenity, the developer
would contract with All Five, an early
INDEPENDENT STUDY
continued from page 5

instruction provided by our teachers
in-person,” said Superintendent Darnise
Williams in an email. “We have clearly
heard from our families all of last year
of their interest and urgency to return
to our campuses, be in the classrooms,
receive live instruction, and engage with
their peers.”
District officials said they notified
parents of the option via email and at a
school board meeting and back to school
informational night. It was also posted
on the district website.
Interest in the program

Students in the program can take
one class at their home high school or
at a community college. O’Reilly, who
has taught in the district’s independent
study program for about five years and

Courtesy Greystar

A rendering of the Menlo Uptown development, which received approval Sept. 14 and is set to add 483 new housing units and an
urgent care clinic on Menlo Park’s Bay side.

childhood education provider in Belle
Haven, to operate a child care facility at
the new development. The commitment

adds up to about an $8.9 million contribution, including building space, a student
tuition, and an in-lieu payment to the city

of $3.8 million. A
Email Staff Writer Kate Bradshaw at
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com.

has worked for the district for eight, said
he offers an English course to students
one on one. He is assigned to about 26
students in the program.
“Many of my students’ parents do work
from home,” he said. “I don’t think the
work-from-home movement is going
away; children emulate their parents.”
O’Reilly said he’s taught in traditional
classrooms and continuation schools,
but enjoys working in the independent
study department because it’s more
representative of the college and life
experience, with a few hours of class
per day and the rest of students’ time
self-directed.
“Students have to be independent and
structure their own time; they can push
pause if they struggle with something,”
he said. Some students who wanted to
join independent study this school year
thought it would resemble remote learning during the pandemic and decided to

enroll in the program when they learned
more.
For many years, there has been a huge
waiting list for the independent study
program, but the demand decreased
because students weren’t getting off the
wait list, he said.
Some of the reasons students are opting out of traditional high school include
social anxiety, depression or needing
to work, while others are academically
proficient and don’t want to sit in class.
The district’s middle college option
at Cañada College requires students to
complete an associate’s degree at the
same time as their high school diploma,
which is an “incredibly intense” pathway
for students, he said.
Maggie Kravtchenko, 17, a senior who
attended Carlmont High School until
this past winter, decided to enroll in the
independent study program because she
needed to work to support herself.
“This year has gone really well for
me,” she said in an email, adding that
she is on track to graduate a semester
early with the full A-G credits needed
to apply to college. “I don’t think there
are any downs for me; I think for some
there can be a motivational challenge
but I am motivated to finish, so that is
not a problem,” she said. “The upside is
that I can go at my own pace as well as
choose the time of the day I do it, i.e.
after work.”
She has applied to San Francisco State
University and Cal State East Bay for the
spring semester of 2022.

fiscal burden,” and entering into an interdistrict transfer agreement or contract is
not a viable option, the requirement to
offer independent study can be waived by
the county offices of education or the state
Department of Education.
The total enrollment across the four
districts is 35 students, said Public Information Officer Parke Treadway of the
Menlo Park district.
It will cost $333,585 to pay teachers
and administrative overhead, according
to the district. MPCSD is the sponsoring
district for the limited remote independent study program, and students will
be required to be enrolled in the district
to participate. MPCSD students account
for about half of those enrolled in the
program and will pay about 50% of the
cost, with Las Lomitas paying about 20%
and Portola Valley about 6%.
With few available options, five community-funded districts met to discuss
their plans, according to an MPCSD
report on the collaborative. With so
few students, it didn’t make fiscal sense
to run its own program, and there’s
no financial incentive for communityfunded districts to accept transfer students. “Parents are also reluctant to leave
the district to which they have invested
so many resources by being a resident,”
it said. Partnering with other smaller
districts could change the cost-benefit
ratio to a win-win, according to the
report.
For K-8 students, asynchronous
instruction will include assignments,
tasks, and projects aligned with grade
level standards that are assigned by a
classroom teacher to be done independently at home, according to the district’s
plan. They will also receive daily instruction that involves classroom-style, small
group or individual instruction involving live, two-way check-ins between the
teachers and students.
Students in the independent studies
program will use the Altitude Learning
LMS platform to track and turn in assignments and for communicating with the
teacher. MPCSD will use its adopted curriculum and learning maps to design the
assignments for each grade level. A

THE ALMANAC OPEN HOMES
ATHERTON
60 Ashfield Road
Sat 1:30-4:30/Sun 1:30-3:30
DeLeon Realty
147 Patricia Drive
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$4,488,000
4BD/4.5BA
650-900-7000
$18,988,000
5BD/5.75BA
650-900-7000

CUPERTINO
22305 Rancho Deep Cliff Drive $1,788,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
2BD/2BA
DeLeon Realty
650-785-5822

MENLO PARK
1135 Deanna Drive
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass
2415 Sharon Oaks Drive
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
1335 Hoover Street (T)
Sat/Sun 1:00-4:30
Keller Williams Realty
1295 Woodland Avenue
Sat 2:00-4:00
Compass
160 Felton Drive
Sun 2:00-4:00
Compass

$3,598,000
3BD/2BA
650-833-9336
$1,988,000
3BD/2.5BA
650-785-5822
$1,895,000
3BD/2.5BA
650-804-6673
$3,595,000
4BD/3BA
650-400-8424
$5,195,000
4BD/3.5BA
650-400-8424

410 8th Avenue
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$1,995,000
5BD/3.5BA
650-785-5822

PALO ALTO
780 University Avenue (C)
Sun 1:00-4:00
Sereno
678 Webster Street (C)
Sun 1:30-4:30
Keller Williams
3830 Louis Road
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
1466 Kings Lane
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
1117 Hamilton Avenue
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty
1585 Edgewood Drive
Sun 1:30-4:30
Compass
1629 Edgewood Drive
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
Sereno

$1,525,000
2BD/2BA
650-303-5511
$2,495,000
3BD/2.5BA
650-400-1001
Call for price
3BD/2BA
650-459-3888
$3,988,000
4BD/3BA
650-459-3888
Call for price
5BD/5BA
650-459-3888
$8,250,000
5BD/5.5BA
650-465-5958
$5,498,000
5BD/3BA
650-269-7266

PORTOLA VALLEY
161 Lucero Way
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30
DeLeon Realty

$3,988,000
4BD/3BA
650-900-7000

Legend: Condo (C), Townhome (T).
Agents: submit open homes at AlmanacNews.com/real_estate
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Elementary districts pool resources
for independent studies program

Local elementary school districts
took a different approach to their independent studies programs. Rather than
running its own program, the Menlo
Park City School District (MPCSD)
partnered with neighboring Las Lomitas, Portola Valley and Hillsborough
districts to develop a remote independent study collaborative.
School districts may choose to contract
with a county Office of Education or
establish an interdistrict transfer agreement with another school district to meet
the independent study requirement for the
2021-22 school year. If the district demonstrates that it creates an “unreasonable

Email Staff Writer Angela Swartz at
aswartz@almanacnews.com.

Viewpoint
IDEAS, THOUGHTS AND OPINIONS

ABOUT LOCAL ISSUES

Green spaces, a healthy planet,
and affordable housing
Land owned by the city of Menlo Park should be considered for homes
By Karen Grove

I

love green spaces. I began
advocating for more affordable homes in Menlo Park in
part because I know that affordable homes near schools and jobs
are vital to a healthy planet. While
I love all green spaces, Sharon
Park is my neighborhood park,
and I walk my dog there almost
every day. It is my love for green
spaces, healthy communities, and
a healthy planet that motivated
me to propose that we consider
Sharon Park and other land
owned by the city of Menlo Park
as sites for affordable housing.
We have a legal, moral and
existential mandate to plan for
more housing throughout our
city, and especially near transit
corridors. As part of our housing element update, the state
requires us to plan for over 3,000
new homes, of which about 890
must be affordable to Menlo
Park families and residents of
all abilities who have very low or
extremely low incomes.
A key strategy for producing supportive and extremely
low/very low-income affordable
housing is to plan for it on land
we own and control. We can
do this by considering land we
already own and control — Sharon Park, the Civic Center, the
downtown parking lots — and
we can consider buying land
at $7 million or more per acre
(based on the starting price for
the USGS site), assuming we
find land that is for sale and are
able to compete with fast-moving
private buyers.
Even assuming an ambitious
100 homes per acre, to meet our
mandate, we need to identify

L E TTE R
Our readers write

In support of Stanford’s
Portola Terrace housing
development
I have read all of PVNU’s
(Portola Valley Neighbors
United) presentations and
assertions and most of Stanford’s advocacy publications
for the Portola Terrace (Wedge)
development.
PVNU’s arguments are

9 acres where we can plan for
housing that is affordable to very
low- and extremely low-income
households (over and above
what we must plan for low- and
moderate-income households).
We cannot afford to take
options off the table. Instead, we
must examine every possibility, starting with land the city
already owns.
The city-owned surface parking lots downtown are ideal sites
for deeply affordable housing.
We must make them a priority
for that purpose. Our neighbors
in Burlingame and Mountain
View have dedicated public parking lots to affordable housing,
and the plans and results are
inspiring.
In addition to Sharon Park and
downtown parking plazas, where
else does the city own land?
The Civic Center is arguably
the highest opportunity site for
deeply affordable housing. It’s
walking distance from shops
and services, in the awardwinning Menlo Park City School
District, and sits on the transit
corridor. A study by Housing
Leadership Council and TransForm California found that the
more deeply affordable the housing, the more likely residents
are to not own a car and to take
public transportation instead
of driving, thus reducing the
traffic impact of adding new
homes. It’s an ideal location for
deeply affordable housing, and
we need not lose any of our green
spaces. The Civic Center hosts
several buildings that are aging
and dated, and could be redeveloped in partnership with an

affordable housing developer to
include extremely low and very
low-income affordable housing
for large families and people
with disabilities.
We can and must create a zoning and policy environment that
encourages private developers,
whether that be the owners of the
SRI campus, Sharon Heights or
El Camino shopping centers, or
other private parcel owners, to
include deeply affordable housing and new parks as part of their
projects. But ultimately, we only
control the land we own.
In addition to the climate
challenge, it’s a matter of public
health. If the public health consequences of housing insecurity and homelessness were not
apparent before the pandemic,
they are glaringly clear now.
This feels like a crisis, but it’s
also an opportunity. We can
produce extremely low-income
and supportive housing above
a state-of-the-art new library
and beautiful civic buildings.
New privately developed housing developments can include
new parks. The possibilities
exist. Let’s channel the creativity, innovation and abundance
that are our hallmark and use it
to make Menlo Park a city that is
integrated and diverse, multigenerational, and environmentally
sustainable, with walkable, bikeable, vibrant places, and much
less climate-change-inducing
solo driving.
Karen Grove is a resident of the
Sharon Heights neighborhood in
Menlo Park. She is also a founding member of Menlo Together
and sits on the city’s Housing
Commission but is writing on
her own behalf.

superficial, bereft of facts and
based upon unsubstantiated
premises. PVNU is fearful of
fire risks, as we all are, and
seems to insist on no compromise with PV’s 3 acre minimum per residence.
For me, I support Stanford’s continuing provision
of accessible housing for the
eminent faculty it recruits.
Appropriately, it accompanies
the homes with apartments
that can be rented to incomestressed general public. The
project presents a trade-off
conf lict between academic,

neighborliness, and Portola
Valley’s (general plan)-driven
rural open space principles.
At this point in the flow of
dialogue and pending evaluations from competent bodies of
experts to advise our PV leaders,
I am advocating that we keep our
personal conclusions open to
continued informed thinking.
Full disclosure: I am skeptical of PVNU’s assertions. I
am a retired career-long Stanford endowment manager and
three-degreed alumnus.
Harry Turner
La Mesa Drive, Menlo Park

GUEST OPINION

Public Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
NEIGHBORHOOD PIZZA GUY
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 288752
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
Neighborhood Pizza Guy, located at 1929
Menalto Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025, San
Mateo County; Mailing address: PO BOX
401, San Carlos, CA 94070.
Registered owner(s):
NEIGHBORHOOD PIZZA LLC
1929 Menalto Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
California
This business is conducted by: A Limited
Liability Company.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
September 2, 2021.
(ALM Sep. 17, 24; Oct. 1, 8, 2021)

MORGAN HILL REAL ESTATE
MORGAN HILL COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE
HICARE BROKER
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 288736
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
1.) Morgan Hill Real Estate, 2.) Morgan Hill
Commercial Real Estate, 3.) HICARE Broker,
located at 503 Trinidad Lane, Foster City,
CA 94404, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
ANNETTE MARIA DIRESTA
503 Trinidad Lane
Foster City, CA 94404
This business is conducted by: An
Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
name(s) listed above on 8/8/2008.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
September 1, 2021.
(ALM Sep. 17, 24; Oct. 1, 8, 2021)

The Almanac is adjudicated to publish in San Mateo County.
Public Hearing Notices • Resolutions • Bid Notices • Lien Sale
Notices of Petition to Administer Estate • Trustee’s Sale
Deadline is Monday at noon.
Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578 or email asantillan@paweekly.
com for assistance with your legal advertising needs.
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Artscene

P E O P L E A N D P E R F O R M A N C E S I N A R T S A N D E N T E R TA I N M E N T

Argelia Fragoso, known as ‘The Golden Voice of Cuba,’ performs at
a concert and dinner celebrating Cuban music, culture and friendship
By Karla Kane

ost locals probably haven’t had the
opportunity to visit
Cuba, thanks to years of restrictions on American travel to
the Caribbean island nation.
But on the evening of Sept. 25,
attendees can experience a bit
of Cuban culture at Woodside’s
Village Hub, in the form of a
“Havana Night” dinner concert
by renowned vocalist Argelia
Fragoso. The event is a celebration of friendship — between
longtime friends, as well as
between two cultures.
“I love the idea of having the
Woodside community experiencing a ‘real taste of Cuba’ in

their own backyard. If Americans can’t go to Cuba, we will
bring Cuba to the Americans.
Why not?” Fragoso told this
news organization in an email
interview, translated by Ana
Alvarez.
Alvarez, a Woodside resident
and lifelong friend of Fragoso,
is the concert’s organizer.
It was Alvarez’s love for
both her communities — Cuba,
where she grew up, and the
Midpeninsula, where she’s lived
for more than two decades —
and the desire to bring them
together that provided inspiration for the special event.
“Cuba is a mystery for most
Americans,” Alvarez said, adding that there is not a very

Courtesy Argelia Fragoso

Renowned vocalist Argelia Fragoso has released 21 albums so far.
For her concert at the Woodside Hub, she will be backed by the AfroCuban Jazz Cartel and perform traditional songs and Cuban favorites.
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large Cuban American presence
locally. “It’s a beautiful country;
I know many Americans who
would love to go,” she said.
People the world over, though,
do know and adore Cuba’s
music.
“I am so grateful for the
response,” Alvarez said of interest in the event so far. “I didn’t
know how much people love
Cuban music.”
Cuba’s distinctive musical
styles and sounds, Fragoso said,
“are the result of the mixing of
the two grand cultures: Africa’s
and Spain’s. Both of them contribute equally to the rhythm
and melody of every musical
note.”
Fragoso — known as “The
Golden Voice of Cuba” — is a
contralto singer with a deep
background in music of various
genres. She trained at the Franz
Liszt Conservatory in Weimar,
Germany, performs internationally, and has won numerous
awards. She’s released 21 albums
so far, and at the Woodside
concert will be backed by a
full band, the Afro-Cuban Jazz
Cartel. She said her set for the
evening will feature traditional
songs and well-known Cuban
favorites.
“Music like the Cuban traditional trova ... as well as other
genres from Hispanic America.
There’s also a few songs that
people will recognize immediately, because they were very
famous in this country, too,” she
noted.
Fragoso has been based in
Mexico for the past several
years, her normally busy international performance schedule
hampered by the COVID-19
pandemic.
“In my case, like every musician, during the last year, the
possibilities of doing live concerts have been reduced almost
to zero, so I have dedicated
myself to write more music and
to continue my work as a professor through my online academy,
where I have been able to help
so many students for so many
years,” she said.
She happily agreed to perform in Woodside at the
request of Alvarez. The two
grew up together in Cuba and

Courtesy Argelia Fragoso

Argelia Fragoso, known as “The Golden Voice of Cuba,” will
perform at an event showcasing the music and food of Cuba on Sept.
25 at the Woodside Village Hub.

have stayed in touch over the
decades.
“Our families are very good
friends from long ago. Her parents to my parents, her grandparents to my grandparents.
She became very famous, and
we kept the friendship,” Alvarez
said.
She said some have been surprised to learn that a big name
like Fragoso is performing at an
intimate gig in Woodside.
“Putting this event together,
when I went to see and talk to
some musicians, many musicians in this area said, ‘I can’t
believe that Argelia is coming here,’” she noted. “That is
the value of friendship; she’s
coming.”
The Sept. 25 event not only
offers a musical “taste” of Cuba
but a literal one as well. Before
the concert, attendees will dine
on authentic Cuban cuisine,
courtesy of San Mateo restaurant Cuban Kitchen, and sip on
beverages such as mojitos and
coffee. To honor the multicultural friendship theme of the
event, Woodside Bakery will

provide dessert, including a cake
boasting a special design featuring the American and Cuban
flags in a heart shape.
Tickets are $99, and include
both the 6 p.m. dinner and 7
p.m. concert. The event will be
held outdoors, with social distancing in place.
Alvarez noted that a portion
of the night’s proceeds will go
to The Village Hub, to help fund
a new full-time program and
events coordinator position. The
Village Hub is located at 3154
Woodside Road, on the campus
of Woodside Village Church. It
serves as a community gathering place, hosting classes, workshops, arts events and a coffee
shop.
“I feel honored to bring my
music to Woodside,” Fragoso
said. “Particularly to this very
special event and to support the
reason behind it: friendship and
gratitude.”
More information is available at
thevillagehub.org/events-new. A
Email Contributing Writer Karla
Kane at karlajkane@gmail.com.

“A valuable publication
doing the important work of
covering the impact of global
events on small communities.”
— CALIFORNIA JOURNALISM AWARDS JUDGE’S COMMENTS
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AWARD-WINNING
JOURNALISM.
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today and uphold
democracy tomorrow.
Join us at AlmanacNews.com/subscribe.
Checks for $120 annual memberships may also be mailed to 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Food&Drink
Two sister restaurants
under one roof
Menlo Park’s Koma merges with
Kanpai Sushi in Palo Alto
Story by Sara Hayden
Photos by Magali Gauthier

fter 20 years in Menlo Park, Koma Sushi
now has a new home
a few minutes away in Palo Alto,
at sister restaurant Kanpai Sushi.
The building that housed
Koma Sushi in Menlo Park is
being demolished to make way
for a mixed-use Allied Arts
development.
“It’s sad that we have to move
out of a place we’ve been at for
a very long time. But it’s also
exciting that we’re starting a new
chapter,” owner Koichi Baba said.
In downtown Palo Alto, Koma
Sushi customers can expect to
still find their favorites at the
330 Lytton Ave. location. Everything will be under the Kanpai
Sushi name, but both Koma and
Kanpai will keep their respective
teams and menus, featuring sushi,
sashimi, udon, teriyaki, tempura,
sake and more.
“The name is going to be different, but ... I want to make sure
(customers) can see the same
people working here, including myself,” Baba said. “All the
employees are friends with regular customers.”
This isn’t Koma Sushi’s first
move. The restaurant was originally located across the Dumbarton Bridge at the Fremont Hub
shopping center, where Koma
Sushi opened in March 1977.
“That was one of the oldest Japanese restaurants around
Newark, Hayward and Fremont
in the tri-city area,” Baba said.
Baba recalls first hearing about

the Bay Area restaurant when
he was living in Tokyo, going to
school at night to learn how to
make sushi. Someone he met had
a connection to Koma Sushi’s
original owner in the United
States. By that time, Baba had
already been an exchange student to the U.S. twice, with stints
studying at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and San
Jose State University. He was eager
to return.
“It’s been a dream for me, since
my high school years. I always
wanted to come to the United
States and open a Japanese sushi
restaurant,” Baba said.
Koma Sushi’s original proprietor, Riyoko Lingerfelt, told Baba
there wasn’t even a BART line
because the restaurant’s location
was so far afield at that time.
Nevertheless, Baba came to work
for “Riyoko-san.”
“She’s a legend actually. She’s
a very tough, strong woman.
Back then, running and owning
a restaurant as a woman was a
tough thing, I think. Even now,
and especially back then. Many
women weren’t doing that,” Baba
said.
In 1977, The Argus newspaper
reported that Lingerfelt worked in
restaurants her whole life, starting
in Japan at her parents’ restaurant,
and then continuing in the Bay
Area where she ran Koma Sushi
with her sister Sumako Kinoshita.
They didn’t have a microwave
oven, but they had a cook, and
a friend who helped them make

custom “koma” game pieces to
decorate the restaurant.
Lingerfelt told the paper, “I
thought I knew everything about
the restaurant business when I
decided to start my own.” She
laughed, and continued, “But I
was wrong. I’ve learned a lot since
then, and I still have a lot to learn.
It isn’t easy.”
The reporter asked Lingerfelt
why she chose Fremont, to which
she responded there were no other
Japanese restaurants there.
“Of course, lack of competition
is no guarantee of success, but
with her charm and culinary ability, Riyoko just might make it!”
the article concluded.
And she did. When Riyokosan was ready to retire from the
restaurant, Baba took over, and
operated in the Fremont location
for more than a decade.
“We had a very traditional, oldfashioned Japanese food menu,
like sukiyaki that you almost
never see right now,” Baba said.
When their Fremont building
was demolished, Baba relocated
Koma Sushi to Menlo Park and
the menu evolved, specializing in
sushi and more varieties of fish.
Since then, Baba and his wife,
Noriko, have opened another
restaurant in Portola Valley, and
introduced a fusion menu at
Kanpai Sushi in Palo Alto. Koma
Sushi became a favorite of Flea
Street owner Jesse Cool, and a
long-standing family favorite. The
Babas have seen some customers
grow up there.

“They used to come here with
small kids. Now they’re all adults,
some have kids. Looking at the
family history of the regular customers, I’m so proud,” Baba said.
Baba said he initially planned
to retire after running the business for more than 30 years, but
he plans to keep with it now, carrying on the spirit of a restaurant
that’s now into its 44th year of
continuous operation.
“It’s like we are beginning a new

chapter in our history,” he said.
Koma Sushi is now a part of
Kanpai Sushi at 330 Lytton Ave.
in Palo Alto. Guests can dine at
the restaurant indoors or out.
Delivery and takeout are also
available.
Kanpai Sushi, 330 Lytton Ave.,
Palo Alto; 650-325-2696,
kanpaipaloalto.com. A
Email Associate Digital Editor
Sara Hayden at peninsula
foodist@almanacnews.com.

DIG INTO FOOD NEWS.
Follow the Peninsula Foodist on Instagram @peninsulafoodist
and subscribe to the newsletter at almanacnews.com/express
foodist to get insights on the latest openings and closings,
learn what the Foodist is excited about eating, read exclusive
interviews and keep up on the trends affecting local restaurants.

Above: Kanpai Sushi owners Noriko and Koichi Baba in the Palo Alto
restaurant. Top: A platter of Amaebi, tuna, albacore, yellowtail tuna,
salmon, surf clam, scallop and squid sashimi, served with fried Amaebi
heads on a bed of shredded daikon radish, at Kanpai Sushi.

LEHUA GREENMAN
“Never get
so busy
making a
living that
you forget
to make a
life.”
650.245.1845

Kanpai Sushi’s dragon roll has shrimp tempura and avocado inside
and is topped with eel.
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Kanpai Sushi in Palo Alto has absorbed the staff and menu of Koma
Sushi, which left Menlo Park because its building is being demolished for
a development project.

PORTOLA VALLEY | $7,000,000
Nestled in the heart of Central Portola Valley, this stunning, newly constructed luxury home is a peaceful retreat that remains close to Silicon Valley and Interstate 280. 4 bedrooms/4.5 baths. Plus, ADU above the garage.
Matthew Mills
650.863.2621
matthew.mills@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #02050582

MENLO PARK | $6,825,000
Light, bright & tastefully updated 6br/5.5ba home on one of West Menlo's best streets. It features a unique layout, formal dining room & living room w/gas ﬁreplace. The remodeled, open concept kitchen is complete
w/stainless steel appliances, farm sink & island sink, two dishwashers, backsplash & more. Enjoy the spectacular backyard w/covered patio, built-in pizza oven, pool, hot tub & sports court!
Camille Eder
650.464.4598
camille.eder@gmail.com
CalRE #01394600

LOS ALTOS | $3,898,000
www.1046Eastwood.com | Relaxed elegance, chic ambiance and tranquil setting converge in this single-level modern craftsman of approx. 2,350 square feet on an enviable lot of approx. 14,000 square feet. An enticing
backyard has a majestic walnut tree, many lounging patios and vast lawn area; plus an ample side yard patio for alfresco outdoor dining.
Julie Lau
650.208.2287
JLau@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01052924
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LOS ALTOS | $2,288,000
Stately Tuscan-inspired, end unit 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath townhome with side yard. The quality construction includes ﬁne ﬁnishes and custom, handcrafted details that provide a comfortable and yet elegant lifestyle. Enjoy quality
lifestyle blocks from Downtown Los Altos.
David Koehler
408.396.7014
david.koehler@cbrealty.com
CalRE #01406169

MENLO PARK | $1,995,000
Beautifully appointed 3-level end unit townhome. Overlooks Sharon Heights Golf Course.
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths w/vaulted ceilings & designer touches.

MENLO PARK | $995,000
Best location in 6-unit complex! Upgraded 2br/2ba. Only unit w/deck off great room + back deck &
small yard.

John Marshall
650.520.5122
john.marshall@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01386617

Tory Fratt
650.619.3621
tory.fratt@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01441654

The best don’t rest. That’s why we’ve been #1
for 24 years in a row*. Contact us today.
*Realogy Brokerage Group LLC (f/k/a NRT LLC) is ranked #1 in closed residential sales volume (calculated by multiplying number of buyer and/or seller transaction sides by the sales price)
from 1996-2020 in the U.S. Data obtained by RealTrends Survey, 1996-2021.
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