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Local school officials ‘confident’ they can remain
open amid omicron surge
Two Atherton private schools temporarily go remote following holiday break
By Angela Swartz and
Zoe Morgan

I

t felt a bit like déjà vu on Saturday when Menlo School
students opened an email
from their head of school. Classes would be conducted remotely
the first week back from winter
break.
With the highly contagious
omicron variant sweeping
across the country, seemingly
infecting fully vaccinated people, local public school districts
are handing out COVID-19 tests
and hoping to avert a spread
on campuses following winter
break.
Menlo School, a private school
in Atherton that serves grades
6-12, decided to move all classes online for the first week
back from winter break, having heard from many students
they are testing positive over
the last week, Head of School
Than Healy told families in
a Jan. 1 email. Staff will also
be preparing more outdoor

learning spaces on campus,
since the virus spreads more
easily indoors. He added that
the move to distance learning
should also be able to “capture
the impact of large gatherings
around the new year as well as
travel.”
Classes will be suspended on
Friday so students can take PCR
tests on campus.
Healy said the school plans
to evaluate if it will reopen on
a week-by-week basis, but he
doesn’t anticipate the shutdown
will be long.
Sacred Heart Schools’ Atherton campus, which has preschool aged through 12th grade
students, also went remote for
the first two days back to school
to give students time to get tested, reported Elizabeth Nixon,
associate director of communications and PR for the school,
in an email. The school was set
to resume classes in person on
Thursday, Jan. 6, she said.
See OMICRON SURGE, page 14
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Elizabeth An, 10, gets a Band-Aid after being injected with her first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at a
clinic at Las Lomitas Elementary School in Atherton on Nov. 10, 2021. Local school officials are relying on a
combination of vaccinations, testing and masks to combat the surging omicron variant so that campuses can
remain open.

In 2021, Menlo Park worked to restore
a community bruised by the pandemic
By Kate Bradshaw

W

ithin the oddlyshaped strip of the
Peninsula that defines
Menlo Park city limits, the
past year brought about many
efforts dedicated
to building the
community back
from the impacts
of a global pan- YEAR IN
demic, preparing REVIEW
for a new climate
change reality — on top of the
usual bustle that comes with

2021

being a desirable Silicon Valley
community where there never
seems to be enough homes or
office buildings.
On one hand, as COVID-19
vaccines became more widely
available, many Menlo Park residents were able to slowly return
to activities that they enjoyed
pre-pandemic. On the other, the
year ended with a startling rise
in COVID-19 cases as the omicron variant has spread quickly
through communities, even in
well-vaccinated ones like Menlo
Park. San Mateo County Health

reports that 100% of Menlo Park
residents 5 and up had been vaccinated, but notes that the number may be slightly off because
it compares self-reported cities
of residence among people who
received vaccinations to 2019
population estimates, generated
prior to the 2020 U.S. Census.
However, cases of COVID-19
are also on the rise in Menlo
Park. As of Dec. 30, there had
been 405 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 identified citywide
within the previous 30 days,
representing nearly 16% of the

2,600 total cases identified citywide since the county began
tracking COVID-19 infections.
When it came to Menlo Park
politics, the City Council tackled its fair share of controversial
policies and its decisions were
frequently split.
Mayor Drew Combs set a
priority of rebuilding from the
worst of the pandemic’s impact
on city operations. After dramatic staff cuts last year, the city
brought back about 22 staff positions that had been eliminated
in the city’s 2021-22 fiscal year

budget. The city also managed
the task of figuring out how to
reopen city services safely, from
day care to library services to
City Hall.
The council hashed out which
environmental policies to adopt
to work toward its ambitious
goal of becoming a zero carbon
city by 2030, cutting carbon
dioxide equivalent emissions
by 90% from 2005 levels and
eliminating the rest of the emissions through carbon removal
See MENLO PARK 2021, page 16
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Don’t just get it on
the market. Get it the
attention it deserves
Properly preparing your property for sale is
more important than ever.
Properties in move-in or current condition are
in high demand. Talk to us about what we can
do to prepare your property for sale to get you

Bay Laurel Dr, Menlo Park · Offered at $7,250,000

a premium price and a quicker sale.

Heather Dr, Atherton · Offered at $12,800,000

Michael Dreyfus
Global Real Estate Advisor, Lic. #01121795
+1 650.485.3476
m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
Noelle Queen
Sales Associate, Lic. #01917593
+1 650.427.9211
n.queen@ggsir.com
www.dreyfus.group
728 Emerson Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301
Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Stockbridge Ave, Atherton · Offered at $15,000,000

Diligent, strategic and savvy. One of the most important
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across ten local towns

650.380.0085

colleen.foraker@compass.com

colleenforaker.com

Realtor® DRE#: 01349099 Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity
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Redevelopment galvanizes
residents to protect
neighborhood trees
By Leah Worthington

T

Magali Gauthier

Mei Chan, Las Lomitas Elementary School District’s chief business officer, works as a crossing guard
on Oct. 13, 2021. Staffing shortages plagued local schools in 2021, with staffers and administrators
having to fill in.

Some semblance of normalcy
returned to local schools in 2021
By Angela Swartz

I

n 2021, there was somewhat
of a return to normalcy
at local schools. Students
were back on campuses full
time by the fall. High schools
held in-person commencement
ceremonies and some schools
even held modified proms.
Enrollment continued to
decline at public schools, while
private schools actually saw
more students interested in
enrolling.

New principals
started at local
high schools,
w h i le
t h e YEAR IN
Sequoia Union REVIEW
High School
District welcomed a new superintendent.

2021

Full-time return to
campuses

Although elementary-aged
students returned to schools
on a hybrid basis in fall 2020,

it was different for public
high schoolers. Sequoia district
pupils didn’t return to campus
until spring, and and on a parttime basis, much to the ire of
some families who wanted
their teens back in classrooms
sooner despite the risks of the
pandemic.
Once back full time in the
fall, rules around COVID-19
exposure began to loosen in
the Sequoia district. During
See SCHOOLS 2021, page 8

Housing and development were
top of mind in Woodside in 2021
By Angela Swartz

P

otential development in
town took center stage in
Woodside in 2021.
With state mandates taking
effect, it was a year of planning
for what the town will look like
with more housing units. A
proposal to allow the development of outdoor community
gathering spaces of the Town
Center area closely divided residents. With vaccinations against
COVID-19 rolled out and new
equipment for recording and

streaming, government meetings began to
take place in person in Woodside
for the first time
in a year in a half.

2021

YEAR IN
REVIEW

Measure A

Passed by just a handful of
votes in November, Measure A,
allows for expanded use of two
residentially zoned parcels.
After the votes were tallied,
a town resolution surfaced

showing that the land along
the Cañada and Woodside
roads intersection, known as
Cañada Corners and owned
by George Roberts of Roberts
Market, had been placed under
an open space conservation
easement.
The Roberts have not brought
a plan to the Town Council yet,
but the council can choose not
enforce an easement (or amend
it), if members deem it to be for
the public good.
See WOODSIDE 2021, page 11

ejaswini Ravindra is nervous about traveling over
the holidays. It’s not so
much the omicron variant or the
trip itself that are weighing on her
— she’s been looking forward to
a vacation with her husband and
son — but what might happen in
her absence.
“I’m worried about leaving
because, when my back is turned,
what if some trees get cut down?”
Ravindra is not your average
tie-dye-wearing tree hugger but
rather a mother and resident of
North Fair Oaks, an unincorporated area between Redwood City
and Menlo Park that has been the
focus of recent redevelopment
by the Los Angeles-native realty
company Thomas James Homes.
She and other residents say that
as homes have gone up, trees have
come down.
“The first casualty was on 14th
Avenue,” said resident Niket
Sirsi. “Ever since I’ve lived here,
it’s been about 10 years now, that
street has always been very beautiful. You’ve got these majestic
ashes that are lining on both
sides. And as soon as (TJ Homes)
put up the fences, there was a
permit to remove the tree.”
Since coming last December
into North Fair Oaks, TJ Homes
has purchased half a dozen properties, tearing down the existing
houses and building larger, more
expensive ones in their place.
The firm has also proposed the
removal of 12 trees, of which
three are protected, and has preserved 17, with the intention of
planting 14 new ones.
The situation has become so
concerning that Ravindra, Sirsi
and dozens of other residents in
the North Fair Oaks neighborhood known as “the Avenues”
have found themselves in an escalating battle with the developer.
What began as a small group of
disgruntled neighbors has grown
into a coalition of residents locking arms against the tide of new
developments and tree removals
— and the changes it may spell
for their neighborhood.
On a recent walking tour
through the quiet, shaded pocket
of North Fair Oaks that borders
Menlo Park, 36-year resident
Susanne Beattie admired the

dense greenery overhead, pointing out a few notable trees.
One, in particular, is a point of
pride for the community.
“That’s the Granny tree, right
here,” Beattie said as she gazed
across the street. “They wanted
to cut that down.”
“Granny,” as neighbors affectionately call the 250-300-yearold oak tree, comes into view, its
extensive network of branches
forming an impressive canopy.
Were it not for the neighbors this
towering heritage tree might not
exist: In 2011, resident Mary Ann
Mullen launched a campaign to
protect the 65-foot oak, ultimately halting a water pipeline project
that would have damaged the tree
or possibly uprooted it altogether.
Residents of the Avenues take
stewardship of their greenery
seriously. According to Laura
Caplan, resident and current
president of Fair Oaks Beautification Association, a volunteer
urban forestry group, the neighborhood has planted some 400
trees since the 1990s, and they’re
working on getting permits to
plant more.
“Those trees have grown up to
become quite a beautiful mature
canopy in this area. And very
much appreciated by everyone
who lives here,” said Caplan.
“And also it’s made it more
attractive, I think, to developers
because, ‘Oh, here’s this little gem
of a neighborhood.’”
“(The neighborhood) changed
so much over the years. It’s just
amazing,” Beattie said during
the walking tour, nostalgia in her
voice as she pointed out the newly
constructed houses. “Back then
when we first bought, this was
a more blue collar, much more
rundown kind of place.”
She paid about $160,000 for
her house, with three bedrooms
and one story, in the 1980s. Her
home was “one of the nicest” at
the time, she said.
“This is twofold, what we have
going on,” said Chris Boeddiker,
another frustrated NFO resident,
from her house on 15th Avenue.
“It’s about the trees. That’s number 1. Number 2 is TJ Homes ...”
“And the monstrosities
they’re building,” Beattie said,
interjecting.
See TREES, page 18
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M

uch of the focus in
Atherton during 2021
was completing the
town’s long-awaited $32 million civic center. In the fall,
staff moved into the new Town
Hall and the Town Council
commemorated the opening
with a ribbon cutting ceremony
and tour of the facilities in
December.
The council
and committee
members continued to meet YEAR IN
remotely during REVIEW
the pandemic.
They plan to
resume in-person meetings once
the Council Chambers are complete in 2022.
Like other small towns on the
Midpeninsula, Atherton began
to grapple with a big increase in
state housing mandates.

2021

Civic center and other
construction

After a little over two
years of construction, the twostory, cream-colored, nearly
30,000-square-foot City Hall
building between Fair Oaks
and Dinkelspiel Station lanes
is nearly complete.
The police and town administrators began working on the
first floor in Town Hall this
fall. Public works, building
and planning departments
moved into the second floor
of the building. Though government meetings remained
remote, the council plans to
start meeting on a hybrid
basis once the 50-seat Council Chambers are completed
sometime in February. Some

Magali Gauthier

Atherton’s new civic center is one of the town’s key achievements in 2021.

audience members would dial
in through Zoom, while others
could attend in person.
The 10,000 square foot
library is expected to be
completed around February 2022. Atherton’s original
1,696-square-foot Town Hall
opened in 1924.
Menlo College, at El Camino
Real and Encinal Avenue,
broke ground on its new $20
million 288-bed residence hall
in the spring. This will be the
first new housing built on the
campus in more than 30 years,
according to the school.
Town Council updates

After Vice Mayor Mike Lempres moved to Paris in the fall,

the Town Council opted to
appoint longtime audit and
finance committee member
Bob Polito to finish out the last
year of Lempres’ term.
Without a clear successor
to the mayor (the vice mayor
is usually selected), the council chose Rick DeGolia as its
mayor for 2022.
Burglaries and cameras

There was a new string of
burglaries, which police said
is likely tied to a 2018 crime
spree in town. Town officials
decided to install more automated license plate readers
in Atherton in response to
break-ins. There are now a
total 47 license plate readers,

according to Town Manager
George Rodericks.
State housing allocations

Town officials also kicked off
their housing element planning
processes in 2021.
The town faces significant
increases in the number of units
they’re required to designate for
development by the state in the
2023-31 Regional Housing
Needs Allocation. Atherton is
required to plan for the development of 348 new housing units
compared to just 93 during the
2014-22 cycle. A
Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

Menlo Park briefs
Public input sought for
redistricting process
Menlo Park’s independent
redistricting committee is moving through its process to draw
new boundaries and collecting
public input on how city council districts should be drawn
and what areas represent a
“community of interest,” or “a
population that shares common
social or economic interests
that should be included within
a single supervisorial district
for purposes of its effective and
fair representation,” according
to state law.
Go to is.gd/XOcwkG to complete a survey to provide input.
The committee’s next meeting is

6QThe AlmanacQAlmanacNews.comQJanuary 7, 2022

a public hearing set for 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Jan. 13 via Zoom.
The deadline for Menlo Park
to complete the entire redistricting process is April 17.

Sidewalk lawsuit settled
Menlo Park has settled a lawsuit with a resident group that
sought to halt plans to have
sidewalks installed on Sharon
Road, near La Entrada Middle
School in west Menlo Park.
In December, the Menlo Park
City Council voted unanimously to modify its sidewalk design
to be 5 feet wide on the north
side of Sharon Road between
Alameda de las Pulgas and
Altschul Avenue. The modified

design also shifts the center of
the road 1 foot north from the
previously approved design,
which shifted the center of the
road 2 feet south.
The previous plans, approved
in January 2021, set the new
sidewalks to be 6 feet wide.
However, that March, a group
called “Save Our Menlo Park
Neighborhoods” filed a petition alleging that the sidewalk
plans “violated the California
Environmental Quality Act,”
according to a staff report. The
group favored an alternate proposal to install an asphalt strip
along the side of the road with
restricted parking during the
day but permitted parking at
night.

While the new sidewalks will
be slightly narrower, they will
still comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act and trees
will be protected except for
one street tree, which will be
replaced in accordance with the
city’s heritage tree ordinance.
Parking will be restricted on
the north side of the street and
a 15 miles per hour zone will
be enforced when children are
present.
Construction bids for the
project are set to be sought in
the spring, and the project is
expected to be completed before
the 2022-23 school year starts,
according to the report.
— Kate Bradshaw
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In 2021, development and fire risk
dominated the conversation
in Portola Valley
By Angela Swartz

M

uch like in 2020, Portola Valley residents
continued to push
back against new development
projects in town and raised concerns about fire hazards. Some
vocal residents even staged their
own evacuation
drill to make a
point about their
fire safety concerns. And the YEAR IN
Town Council REVIEW
continued meeting
remotely
over Zoom, but town services
resumed in-person in 2021.

Real Estate Q&A
by Monica Corman

Accessory Dwelling Unit
Laws Are Changing
Dear Monica:
I rebuilt an existing guest house (minus a kitchen) 20
years ago and now would like to add a kitchen and other
space. Have the allowable floor area limits been expanded?
Patricia B.
Dear Patricia:
A new law in California that took effect Jan. 1, 2022,
expands the previous laws regarding ADUs (Accessory
Dwelling Units). There are several changes and the one
pertaining to square footage would allow you to expand
the floor area limit by up to 800 square feet. Based on your
description, you should be fine adding a kitchen and more
to your current ADU. Consult the building department of
your city for confirmation of the specific rules.

2021

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com: Office: 650-465-5971,
COMPASS. WSJ Nationally Ranked. Real Trends Bay Area Top 100
Agents

Development pushback

The group Portola Valley
Neighbors United continued
to oppose the Portola Terrace
housing proposal, known as the
Stanford Wedge project.
Although some residents have
supported the 39-unit project,
others have concerns that the
addition of housing could cause
a traffic jam on two-lane Alpine
Road in the event of a fire emergency and about fire hazards on
the property itself.
A draft environmental impact
report on the project is expected
in early 2022.
Residents also expressed
opposition to a proposed tasting
room and event center at Neely
Winery.
One project that is receiving widespread endorsements
across town is the development
of 13 units of housing for adults
with disabilities. The developers
said they expect a fast-tracked
approval process (between 15
to 18 months) since the units
proposed are allowed “by-right.”

Let Avenidas Village
Help You Conquer Your
New Year’s Resolutions!

Courtesy Rita Comes

Portola Valley resident Rita Comes’ 11-year-old daughter carries
two of the family’s go-bags in case of an evacuation. They took part in
an evacuation drill on Aug. 12, 2021.

Fire risk discussion

Homeowners, including former mayor Maryann Derwin,
shared their struggles to insure
their houses, as insurance companies became increasingly
wary of densely wooded neighborhoods in the wake of a slew
of wildfires in the West.
Fearful of what would happen if a catastrophic fire forced
residents to evacuate, a group
of neighbors decided to take
matters into their own hands
after town officials said such

an exercise wasn’t worthwhile.
They hosted their own grassroots drill over the summer.
Other happenings

A ban on gas-powered leaf
blowers took effect, which residents said made the town
noticeably quieter.
Chabad Portola Valley &
Woodside, a new Jewish organization, opened its doors to residents in the spring, saying it
hoped to fill a void in Jewish
services in the area. A
Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.
OBITUARIES

Magali Gauthier

Poles and yellow flags are used to indicate the size of a building
during a tour of a proposed development on the Stanford Wedge
property in Portola Valley on Aug. 26, 2021.

Local residents who died
recently include Tish Reardon Krieg, 62, a Woodside
resident, on Dec. 8; and
Kevin M. Harris, 64, a
Menlo Park resident and
international technology
lawyer, on Dec. 25.
To read the full obituary,
leave remembrances and
post photos, go to Lasting
Memories at almanacnews.
com/obituaries.
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Create my new “normal”
Join a regular walking group
Get out more and have more fun
Meet interesting new people
Address neglected home maintenance tasks
Upgrade my technology environment
Explore new interests and opportunities
Be better prepared for the next “surprise”



Don’t break your resolutions--turn to
Avenidas Village for helpful support!

LEARN MORE AT A COFFEE CHAT
Thursday, Jan. 6, 10 am (Zoom)
Thursday, Jan. 20, 10 am (Zoom)
Tuesday, Jan. 25, at 1 pm (live, in-person!)
Register at www.avenidasvillage.org
or call (650) 289-5405

Avenidas Village will help you do
what you want to do in 2022!
January 7, 2022QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ7
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FDA expands Pfizer booster eligibility to kids ages 12-15
By Eli Walsh/
Bay City News Service

T

he Food and Drug
Administration amended its emergency use
authorization of Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine on
Monday, Jan. 3, allowing children ages 12-15 to get a booster
vaccine dose.
The FDA opened booster
vaccine eligibility to everyone
ages 16 and up in November,
arguing that an additional
dose of any of the three available vaccines would bolster
one’s immune response to the
virus.
On Monday, the agency said
it would expand that eligibility
after reviewing data from more
than 6,300 children in Israel,
which showed no new safety
concerns for children ages
12-15 after they had received a
booster.
“With the current wave of
SCHOOLS 2021
continued from page 5

the previous school year, high
schoolers were required to quarantine if they were exposed to
the virus, but during the 202122 school year, only those who
were unvaccinated needed to
quarantine. Some 175 cases were
reported to the district in total
during the fall of 2021. Of those,
58 were at Menlo-Atherton High
School, 5 were at TIDE Academy
and 27 were at Woodside High.
Middle school students were
“willing to do anything it takes”
to stay in school and followed
precautions well, one Menlo Park
school official said.
Teachers expressed anxiety
about coming back to instruct
in-person amid the pandemic.
A shortage of substitute

the omicron variant, it’s critical that we continue to take
effective, life-saving preventative measures such as primary
vaccination and boosters, mask
wearing and social distancing
in order to effectively fight
COVID-19,” acting FDA Commissioner Dr. Janet Woodcock
said in a statement.
The FDA and officials at the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention began approving the use of booster vaccines
in August — at that time, only
for people with weakened or
compromised immune systems
— as data has shown vaccinetriggered immune responses
tend to decline in the months
following the initial vaccination series.
While the available vaccines remain highly effective
at preventing serious COVID-19 illness and death, public
health officials at all levels
have argued that bolstering

the body’s immune response
will maximize protection
against existing and potential
variants of the virus, which
could become more contagious
and even circumvent vaccine
protections.
The FDA also announced
Monday that it will reduce the
time Pfizer vaccine recipients
must wait before being eligible
for a booster from six months
to five.
Moderna vaccine recipients
will still be required to wait
at least six months to get a
booster dose while Janssen/
Johnson & Johnson recipients
will still be required to wait at
least two months after receiving their initial shot.
For children ages 5-11, the
FDA said it would expand the
primary vaccination series
from two vaccine doses to
three if the child is immunocompromised due to illness or
a solid organ transplant.

teachers proved to be a particular pain point for schools on the
Peninsula. Districts got creative,
with principals, counselors and
other school staff covering classes. Teachers in some cases have
been filling in for their absent
colleagues during free periods
meant to be set aside for grading
and lesson planning.
With the return came higher
spending to cover the safety
costs to bring students back to
campuses.
When the 2020-21 school year
wrapped in the spring of 2021,
M-A seniors masked up for an
outdoor prom on the soccer field.
Unlike the Class of 2020, the
Class of 2021 got the opportunity
to walk across a stage to receive
their diplomas. Graduations were
scaled back, with fewer attendees
and shortened ceremonies.

Sports competitions return

In January, high school sports
teams resumed play, after athletes spent almost a year of
being limited to conditioning
work.
The California Interscholastic Federation (CIF), the
state’s governing body for high
school sports, said seasons
would resume in late 2020, but
the start date was pushed back.
Families rallied in January
to let athletes fully return to
competition, including indoor
sports, as part of the “Let Them
Play” effort.
Leadership changes

The Sequoia district hired
Darnise Williams as its new
superintendent in the summer.

Daniela Beltran B.

Tia Pavlovic, 15, gets a shot of COVID-19 vaccine at Cesar Chavez
Ravenswood Middle School in East Palo Alto on May 15, 2021.

The Pfizer vaccine is currently the only vaccine option
for children ages 5-11. FDA
officials said that the third
dose will allow eligible immunocompromised children
to receive the full expected

protection of vaccination.
The FDA has previously
made a third vaccine dose as
part of the initial vaccination
series for people ages 12 and up
if they have a weakened
immune system. A

She took over for Crystal Leach,
who led the district on an interim basis after former superintendent Mary Streshly was
forced to resign following a vote
of no confidence by the teachers
union and top administrators.
M-A, Woodside and TIDE
Academy welcomed new principals in the fall of 2021.
M-A Principal Simone RickKennel left her longtime post
to lead TIDE and the district’s
small schools. She replaced
Allison Silvestri at TIDE. Karl
Losekoot, M-A’s instructional
vice principal, took the helm at
M-A.
Woodside Principal Diane
Burbank retired this year as
well. Her replacement was Karen van Putten, who most recently was a principal in Saratoga.

MPCSD tax measure
passes

The Menlo Park City School
District’s parcel tax, Measure B,
passed in November with overwhelming support (74.4% voters
said “yes”).
The measure asked for $598
per parcel annually, a $193 bump
from the current rate of about
$405. It will raise $4.6 million
annually for the district, which
serves about 2,700 students in
Menlo Park and Atherton.
Measure B will sunset after 12
years, expiring in 2033. It replaces Measure X, a seven-year parcel tax which expires in June
2024. A
Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

Magali Gauthier

Magali Gauthier
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Above: Carter Scoville works in a computer science class at TIDE
Academy in Menlo Park on Oct. 27, 2021. TIDE was one of three local
high schools that started the school year with a new principal. Left:
Parents drop off their children at Ormondale Elementary School on
the first day of classes in Portola Valley on Aug. 26. 2021.
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Palo Alto considers relaxed rules for Foothills Nature Preserve entry
By Gennady Sheyner

W

hen Palo Alto opened
the once exclusive
Foothills Park to the
broader public at the end of
2020], the number of visitors
instantly spiked and one Palo
Alto City Council member
described a weekend visit to the
normally serene nature preserve
as “Disneyland.”
With rangers reporting
damaged trails and nearby
residents complaining about
parking and traffic problems,
the council reacted by lowering the cap on the number of
people who can be at the newly
COMM U N I TY BR IEF S

COVID booster clinics for
local students
The Menlo Park City School
District will host a booster clinic
with Safeway Pharmacy for students over 12 years old and district-affiliated adults on Thursday, Jan. 13.
The event comes after the FDA
expanded booster eligibility to
vaccinated 12-15 year olds, as
soon as five months after the first
vaccination series is complete.
The clinic will run from 2-7
p.m. at the district office, 181
Encinal Ave. in Atherton.
The appointment scheduling
tool will open Saturday, Jan. 8.
The district will first offer clinic
spots to its families/staff members and open it up to others if
registrations don’t fill up, said
Parke Treadway, the district’s
public information officer, in an
email.
Sign up to volunteer at the clinic
at tinyurl.com/volunteermpcsd.
The Ravenswood City School
District will also host vaccine
clinics next week for children
ages 5-11.
Clinics will be held on the following dates:
Q Monday, Jan. 10, from 3-7
p.m. at Belle Haven Elementary,
415 Ivy Drive in Menlo Park.
QTuesday, Jan. 11, from 3-7 p.m.
at Costaño School, 2695 Fordham Ave. in East Palo Alto.
QWednesday, Jan. 12, from
3-7 p.m. at Los Robles-Ronald
McNair, 2031 Pulgas Ave. in East
Palo Alto in the BGCP Parking
Lot.

Portola Valley Town Hall
closed this week due to
rise in COVID cases
With the rapid spread of the
omicron variant, and the potential for inadvertent exposures
during the holidays, the town
closed Town Hall the week of Jan.
3 while staff worked remotely,

christened Foothills Nature
Preserve, by instituting a $6
vehicle fee and by exploring
new policies, such as a reservation system for people wishing
to book a visit.
A year later, the hype has
diminished and so have most
of the problems. According to
Community Services Department staff, the number of visitors hasn’t reached the capacity
limit of 500 since early April.
There hadn’t been any parking
problems at the preserve and
the early problems with visitors
wandering off path have been
alleviated through signage and,
in some cases, rope barriers.

The number of visitors
remains far higher than it had
been historically, when only
Palo Alto residents and their
visitors were allowed to visit the
preserve. But it has also dipped
substantially since the early
days. According to Community
Services Department data, there
were about 42,000 visitors to
Foothills in January 2021, just
before the city implemented
its entrance fee. This is 321%
higher than the city’s historical
average for January, according
to Daren Anderson, assistant
director at Community Services
Department.
In March and April, there

were about 27,000 visitors per
month, which was about 125%
higher than historical average.
By August and September, the
number of visitors fell to 18,847
and 18,450, respectively.
Overall, the number of people
at the park has roughly doubled
with the resident-only provision
eliminated. Visitation in 2021
had an increase of 107.5% from
the three-year average of about
127,387 between 2017 and 2019.
Given the latest trends, the
city is now taking a fresh look
at its rules for the preserve — in
many cases to make it easier for
visitors to enjoy the preserve.
The Parks and Recreation

Commission recommended on
Dec. 14 that the city raise the
lower limit of the visitor cap
from 300 to 400 (though under
most circumstances it would
remain at 500). It also suggested that the city halt exploration
of a reservation system, which
is now deemed unnecessary,
and that it loosen the rules for
students wishing to visit the
park. Currently, students who
drive to the park get free entry.
Under the new rules, students
would get a 50% discount on
annual passes. However, they
would only have to be present
in the car and not actually
driving. A

according to a town email.
The Town Hall is expected
to reopen the week of Jan. 10.
All online services are available
during the closure on the town’s
website portolavalley.net.

of Museums (AAM), the highest
national recognition afforded the
nation’s museums, according to a
December press release from the
Woodside estate.
Accreditation signifies excellence to the museum community,
to governments, funders, outside
agencies, and to the museumgoing public, according to Filoli.
“As staff at Filoli, we are stewards of an institution and collections held in public trust,” said
Filoli CEO Kara Newport in a
statement. “The accreditation
process has provided valuable
insight into how we are reflecting our commitment to our
mission and the critical alignment between staff and board.
We have emerged from it with
renewed assurance of our trajectory towards a truly visitor-centric organization, where stories
connect our visitors with history,
nature, and the diversity of our
region.”
Of the country’s estimated
33,000 museums, over 1,095 are
currently accredited. Filoli is one
of only 77 museums accredited
in California, according to the
AAM. Other Bay Area accredited
museums include the Legion of
Honor and California Academy
of Sciences in San Francisco; the
San Mateo County Historical
Association; and the San Jose
History Museum, according to a
registry on AAM’s website.
To earn accreditation, a museum first must conduct a year of
self-study, and then undergo a
site visit by a team of peer reviewers. An accreditation commission then considers the self-study
and visiting committee report.
—Angela Swartz

engagement.
“Thankfully, I am feeling fine
and am grateful to be vaccinated
and to have received my booster
shot. I will be quarantining
at home and look forward to
returning to work as soon as possible,” he said.
In separate tweets, Becker also
encouraged people to get vaccinated and boosted.
“If you have not received your
vaccine or booster, I strongly
encourage you to do so. You can
find information and schedule
an appointment here: myturn.
ca.gov,” he said. He also directed
people to covid19.ca.gov/get-tested, a state website with information about where to get tested for
COVID-19.
Becker didn’t specify which
variant he contracted, but federal
health officials on Wednesday
said that 95% of cases throughout
the country are now caused by
the highly transmissible omicron
variant. Only about 5% of cases
are now found to be the previously ubiquitous delta variant.
—Sue Dremann

which covers Half Moon Bay and
much of the coastal part of San
Mateo County stretching east to
cities like San Carlos and Atherton. He is replacing David Canepa as board president. The board
on also appointed Supervisor
Dave Pine as its vice president.

Draw a redistricting map
for Woodside
The town of Woodside is making a change in how voters elect
the Town Council. Beginning in
2022, voters will choose a Town
Council member who lives in
their district. This will replace
the current system of “fromdistrict” elections in which voters
town-wide can vote for all Town
Council members.
The next step in the process is
for residents to submit proposed
district maps for consideration.
Visit mapwoodside.org to learn
more and contribute maps.

Woodside Planning
Commission openings
The Woodside Planning Commission is recruiting members in
District 3 and 4.
Commissioners serve four-year
terms that run from February
2020 to February 2026 and meet
on the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 6 p.m.
One member is appointed to
represent each Town Council
district. A list of district addresses is provided at woodsidetown.
org/council/town-council-andplanning-commission-districtsand-map.
Check residency, request information or submit an application
to Interim Town Clerk Melissa
Cardinale at mcardinale@woodsidetown.org. Applications are
due Friday, Jan. 28, at 5 p.m. For
more information, go to woodsidetown.org.

Filoli receives national
recognition
Filoli has achieved accreditation by the American Alliance

State Sen. Josh Becker
tests positive for COVID-19
California Sen. Josh Becker,
D-Menlo Park, has tested positive for COVID-19, he said Jan. 5
in a statement on Twitter.
Becker, 52, received a positive
test result prior to a speaking

Supervisor Don Horsley
named board president
The San Mateo County Board
of Supervisors on Jan. 4 appointed Supervisor Don Horsley as
board president for the upcoming year.
It is the third time that Horsley
has been appointed board president by his colleagues. He is in
the final year of his third term
on the board and is not eligible
to run again due to term limits.
In a statement, Horsley called
for an equitable recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I’m optimistic that in 2022
we’ll be able to come back to a
semblance of what we used to
think of as normal life,” he said.
“But I know that things will
continue to be challenging in the
next few weeks and months. It is
not over.”
Horsley represents District 3,

SamTrans to offer free WiFi
on all buses
SamTrans passengers will soon
be able to access free Wi-Fi on all
70 routes throughout San Mateo
County, the public transportation service announced on Jan. 3.
SamTrans currently provides
internet connection on their 800
series articulated buses, though
the entire fleet will be online by
February 2022. Passengers will
be able to text, email, browse
social media and the internet and
play online games by connecting
to “SamTrans-Wifi” aboard any
SamTrans bus.
“The modern world is an interconnected world,” said SamTrans
Board Chair Charles Stone in
a statement. “Having onboard
WiFi will help SamTrans riders
to stay connected while riding,
making our service even more
valuable to those who rely on it.
This is another reason SamTrans
is the best ride wherever you’re
going in San Mateo County”.
More information on the service can be found online at samtrans.com.
—Bay City News Service

LEHUA GREENMAN
“May you have…
The Spirit of the New
Year which is Peace.
The Gladness of
the New Year which
is Hope.
The Heart of the New
Year which is Love.
And may we all
give ourselves the
time to enjoy today’s
simple pleasure.”

650.245.1845
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Jury finds Theranos CEO Elizabeth Holmes
guilty of defrauding investors
Lengthy trial also put Silicon Valley’s entrepreneurial culture under the microscope
By Lloyd Lee and
Jamey Padojino

A

fter more than four
months on trial, former
Silicon Valley CEO Elizabeth Holmes has been found
guilty of four counts of defrauding investors of nearly $145 million through her failed Palo Alto
blood-testing startup, Theranos.
The verdict in the federal case
was reached by jurors who had
deliberated since Dec. 20 and
who had announced Monday
morning, Jan. 3, that they were
deadlocked on three of the 11
charges of wire fraud and conspiracy to commit wire fraud that
had been brought against Holmes
by the U.S. Attorney’s Office.
Though U.S. District Judge
Edward Davila sent the jurors
back to try to reach unanimous
agreement on those three counts,
which turned out to be related
to three transfers of millions
of investors’ dollars, they again
notified Davila in the afternoon
that they were hopelessly deadlocked. Davila then allowed the
jury to cease deliberations and to
return its verdict.
The jury also found Holmes,
37, not guilty of four charges,
three of which related to fraud
committed against patients
whose blood had been submitted for testing by Theranos.
As the verdicts were read in
the U.S. District Courthouse in
San Jose, Holmes, her family and
partner displayed no reactions.
Holmes sat still as she had prior
to the reading of the verdict.
The jury reached the verdict
after a 14-week trial that captivated the nation’s attention and
in some ways put Silicon Valley’s

Harika Maddala/ Bay City News

Elizabeth Holmes, former CEO of Theranos, arrives at the federal
courthouse in San Jose, Calif., on Oct. 1, 2021.

famed entrepreneurial culture,
full of hubris and moral vagaries,
on trial as well. Opening arguments in the case drew crowds
of journalists from around the
world as well as Holmes’ groupies
in black turtleneck sweaters, who
lined up for hours for the chance
to get inside the courthouse.
The intense interest in the case
stemmed from the high profile
that Theranos — and its young,
female CEO — had garnered
during the company’s ascent.
Feature stories by national media
outlets focused on the support the
company gained from American
political and business luminaries,
who’d been captivated by the piein-the-sky vision of lab tests done
with a single drop of blood.
Holmes was indicted in June
2018 for the alleged multimillion
dollar scheme surrounding the
blood-testing technology of the
company that she’d founded. She
ultimately stood trial on 11 fraud
charges: Seven counts pertained

to investor-related wire fraud
and the remaining four counts
were tied to wire fraud against
patients.
During the trial, federal prosecutors questioned numerous
witnesses, most notably former
U.S. Secretary of Defense James
Mattis, who served on Theranos’
board of directors, and journalist
Roger Parloff, whose June 2014
cover story in Fortune magazine
propelled Holmes and Theranos
to fame.
Past employees called to the
stand described quality control
problems and complaints surrounding the blood test results
from the company’s Edison
devices, among other issues.
Those offering testimony included former lab directors Adam
Rosendorff and Kingshuk Das
and former lab associate Erika
Cheung.
Investors testified to the millions of dollars they put into
Theranos with the understanding

that the fingerstick blood-testing
technology worked, and patients
and doctors spoke to inconsistent
results, including one case involving a pregnant woman.
A crucial point of the trial
came in late November, when
Holmes took the witness stand.
Over the course of seven days,
her testimony touched on
whether the Edison machines
provided accurate results and
statements she had made about
Theranos’ blood-testing technology. Holmes also claimed she
was abused by Ramesh “Sunny”
Balwani, her ex-boyfriend and
alleged co-conspirator who was
Theranos’ former chief operating officer, and spoke to their
frustration over the company’s
problems. Balwani is set to stand
trial this month.
In the end, the jury was
convinced that Holmes had
defrauded Theranos’ investors,
finding her guilty of conspiracy
to commit wire fraud against
investors and of three counts of
wire fraud through the transfers
of three investors’ funds, to the
tune of $38 million, $100 million
and $6 million.
Jurors, however, were not convinced that the prosecution had
met the burden of proof on
charges that Holmes conspired
to commit wire fraud against
patients and that she was culpable in sending two patients
their blood-test results. A fourth
charge of which the jurors found
her not guilty concerned the
transfer of money from a Theranos account to pay for advertising and marketing.
Davila on Monday declared a
mistrial on the three charges over
which the jury deadlocked. Each

pertained to the wire transfers of
another $10 million from three
investors.
David Alan Sklanksy, faculty
co-director at Stanford Criminal
Justice Center, said on Monday
before the reading of the verdict
that the deadlocked charges can
be retried.
“Then the government will
be free, if it wants to, to retry
Holmes on the other three
counts, whatever the results are
on the eight charges,” he said.
However, Sklanksy noted that,
in his view, it’s unlikely that the
government will retry Holmes
for the three charges.
The trial didn’t come without
roadblocks. Three jurors were
dismissed and a water main
break shut down the federal
courthouse for a few days. By the
end of October, Davila updated
the trial schedule to make up for
lost time.
Holmes was not remanded
into custody Monday, though
prosecutors asked the judge to
set a secured bail bond. She faces
a maximum sentence of 20 years
in prison, a fine of $250,000 and
restitution for each count of wire
fraud and for each conspiracy
count, the U.S. Attorney’s Office
stated in a press release.
The average sentence in California for federal fraud in 2019,
however, was 25 months, according to 2019 data from the United
States Sentencing Commission. A
Palo Alto Weekly Editor Jocelyn
Dong and Bay City News Service
contributed to this report.
Email Editorial Assistant Lloyd
Lee at llee@paweekly.com and
Digital Editor Jamey Padojino
at jpadojino@paweekly.com.

Menlo Park minimum wage to rise to $15.75 per hour
By Kate Bradshaw

I

n Menlo Park, the new year
brings with it a new increase
in the minimum wage.
As of Jan. 1, it’s $15.75 per hour,
up 50 cents from last year.
The increase is derived from
from the maximum allowed
inflation adjustment of 3% per
hour, which was $0.46, rounded
up to the next increment of $0.05.
Prices in the San Francisco area
rose 3.7% between August 2020
and August 2021, according to the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, part of
the U.S. Department of Labor and
measured by the “Consumer Price
Index for All Urban Consumers.”
As part of that, food prices rose
5.1%, energy prices increased
21.5% while other items overall

increased by about 2.5% over the
course of the year. Gasoline prices
were up 36.4% over the year while
electricity was up 9.3%. Recreation rose 12.9%, and new and
used motor vehicles rose 12.8%,
according to a September press
statement from the agency.
The new minimum wage
applies to Menlo Park employees
working at least two hours or
more per week, and applies only
to businesses located within the
geographic boundaries of incorporated Menlo Park; unincorporated areas are not subject to the
law.
Employers are expected to post
the city-provided official notice to
all employees in a visible place.
Employees have a right to file
a complaint and inform the city
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about any minimum wage violations and to inform people of their
potential rights and help others to
report a business not complying
with the city’s local minimum
wage regulations.
To report a suspected violation, people should contact the
Menlo Park City Manager’s office.
Access the contact form at is.gd/
minwage.
Complaints are considered confidential “to the maximum extent
permitted by law,” according to
the city website.
Minimum wages in other
cities

Here’s how other communities’
minimum wages stack up. Palo
Alto’s is $16.45, while Santa Clara,

Los Altos and Cupertino have
raised the pay floor to $16.40. Redwood City’s and San Jose’s minimum wage rose to $16.20 on Jan. 1.
Mountain View and Sunnyvale’s
rose to $17.10, the highest minimum wage in the region.
Even the highest minimum
wages in Santa Clara County are
still far away from the living wage
for the region, which is approximately $27.29 for one adult with
no children, according to the
Living Wage Calculator designed
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
The wage hikes come as the
region sees a lopsided economic
recovery. Giant tech companies
are booming and well-positioned
to weather the pandemic, while
consumer-facing businesses that

mainly rely on minimum wage
workers, such as retailers, restaurants and hotels, continue to
struggle, reports found.
“There is a concern that (the
wage increases) could have a chilling effect on businesses that are
already in uneven recovery,” Derrick Seaver, head of the San Jose
Chamber of Commerce, told San
Jose Spotlight. “And a lot of times,
wage increases or increases in business costs overall are simply passed
on to consumers, and that tends to
impact folks that are on the lower
end of the income scale.” A
Tran Nguyen of San Jose Spotlight contributed to this report.
Email Staff Writer Kate
Bradshaw at kgradshaw@
almanacnews.com.
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Courtesy Brian Dombkowski

Above: Woodside council members meet in-person and over video
during their Sept. 28, 2021, meeting in Independence Hall in Woodside.
Right: Customers sit in Buck’s outdoor dining area in Woodside in
July 2020. Voters narrowly approved Measure A in November, which
was pitched as a way to preserve outdoor dining.

WOODSIDE 2021
continued from page 5

State housing allocations
and other development

Town officials also began to
kick off planning for the housing
element. Woodside faces significant increases in the number of
units they’re required to designate for development by the state
(from 62 units in the last cycle to
328 units in the 2023-31 Regional
Housing Needs Allocation). They

also addressed increased development that will result from Senate
Bill 9, which allows homeowners
in single-family zones to split
their lots and build up to four
housing units. SB 9 requires local
agencies to grant ministerial
approval to certain lot splits and
up to two units on each resulting
lot, with 4-foot minimum side
and rear setbacks.
The Town Council and other
residents expressed concerns
about preserving the town’s “rural
character” and not increasing

Magali Gauthier

wildfire risk with building.
Woodside council members
adopted a resolution stating they
“feel strongly” that state housing
legislation deprives towns of their
abilities to meet the needs of their
communities.
Other happenings

Town Hall reopened.
In September, the Town

Council began meeting in person for the first time since
March 2020. The council welcomed audience members both
in Council Chambers and over
Zoom.
Construction workers completed the $2 million rebuilding of the aging Portola Road
bridge. A new Jewish organization for Woodside and Portola Valley opened its doors to

residents in the spring, saying
there was a void in Jewish services in the area.
Woodside’s
population
increased by only 0.4% — to
7,188 people — from 2010 to
2020, according to the latest
census data. A
Email Staff Writer Angela
Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com.

MENLO PARK | $1,900,000
Townhome in gated community offers a private entry, foyer, kitchen, formal dining room,
living room w/ﬁreplace, primary suite & enclosed back patio.

REDWOOD CITY | $1,529,000
3br/2.5ba in small complex w/low HOA fees. Light & bright, skylights, 2-car attached garage,
storage, yard w/patio for entertaining, indoor laundry.

The DeLario Team
707.486.1005
jeanne@jdelario.com
CalRE #01206513

Tory Fratt
650.619.3621
tory.fratt@cbnorcal.com
CalRE #01441654

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

guiding you home since 1906

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal veriﬁcation.
Afﬁliated real estate agents are independent contractor sales associates, not employee ©2022 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned ofﬁces which are owned
by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and franchised ofﬁces which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
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Give back
locally
with a gift to the Holiday Fund

C

ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers and foundations contributed $260,000 from more than 170 donors for the 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numerous other services to those in need.
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the extent possible, by generous community organizations,
foundations and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park Foundation, the William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation and the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted from the
gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies listed on this page.

The organizations below provide
major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

DONATE ONLINE:
siliconvalleycf.org/
almanac-holiday-fund

The William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation
www.siliconvalleycf.org

Rotary Club
of Menlo Park

Please consider donating online, which enables your gift
to be processed immediately. The secure website is:
siliconvalleycf.org/almanac-holiday-fund

The David and Lucile Packard
Foundation
The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names
for donations unless the donor checks the anonymous box.
All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The Almanac

Holiday
Fund
2021

Enclosed is a check for $_______________
Name__________________________________________________________
Business Name __________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________________________

All donors and their gift amounts will be
published in The Almanac unless the boxes
below are checked.

Email __________________________________________________________

T I wish to contribute anonymously.

Address ________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

I wish to designate my contribution as follows: (select one)

T In my name as shown above
T In the name of business above
OR:

T In honor of:

T In memory of:

T As a gift for:

________________________________________________________________
(Name of person)
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T Please withhold the amount of my
contribution.
Please make checks payable to:
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Send coupon and check to:
02 – The Almanac Holiday Fund
c/o Silicon Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 45389
San Francisco, CA 94145
The Almanac Holiday Fund is a donor advised
fund of Silicon Valley Community Foundation,
a 501 (c) (3) charitable organization.
A contribution to this fund allows your
donation to be tax-deductible to the fullest
extent of the law.

Boys & Girls Clubs
Provides after-school academic support, enrichment, and
mentoring for 1,800 low-income K-12 youth at nine
locations across Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the
North Fair Oaks neighborhood of Redwood City.

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household
essentials, and sometimes financial assistance to
families in need, regardless of religious preference,
including Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for more
than 2,000 households.

Fair Oaks Community Center
This multi-service facility, serving the broader Redwood
City community, provides assistance with child care,
senior programs, citizenship and immigration, housing
and employment, and crisis intervention. Programs are
available in Spanish and English

LifeMoves
Provides shelter/housing and supportive services
across 18 sites in Silicon Valley and the Peninsula.
Serves thousands of homeless families and individuals
annually on their path back to permanent housing and
self-sufficiency.

Literacy Partners — Menlo Park
Supports literacy programs and projects through
fundraising and community awareness. Helps
community members enhance their reading, writing and
related skills and education to improve their economic,
professional and personal wellbeing.

Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for
all ages at its clinic in East Palo Alto. Of the more than
17,000 registered patients, most are low-income and
uninsured and live in the ethnically diverse East Palo
Alto, Belle Haven, and North Fair Oaks areas.

Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the
Peninsula, Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 52
million pounds of food last year. It gathers donations
from individuals and businesses and distributes food to
more than 250,000 people each month through more
than 770 agencies and distribution sites in San Mateo
and Santa Clara counties.

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to
people in need who walk through the doors. Funded
by voluntary contributions and community grants, St.
Anthony’s is the largest dining room for the needy
between San Francisco and San Jose. It also offers
take-home bags of food, as well as emergency food and
clothing assistance.

StarVista
Serves more than 32,000 people throughout San
Mateo County, including children, young people and
families, with counseling, prevention, early intervention,
education, and residential programs. StarVista also
provides crisis intervention and suicide prevention
services including a 24-hour suicide crisis hotline, an
alcohol and drug helpline, and a parent support hotline.

Upward Scholars
Empowers low-income adults by providing them with
financial support, tutoring, and other assistance so they
can continue their education, get higher-paying jobs, and
serve as role models and advocates for their children.
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Thank you
for donating
to the
Holiday Fund
Almanac Holiday Fund Donor List
As of Dec. 30th, 139 donors have contributed
$252,773 to the Almanac Holiday Fund.
Joe & Julie Zier ............................. *

Maggie Markda Silva................ 300

Dorothy Kennedy ......................... *
Dorothy Saxe................................ *

Alice Schenk & John
Richardson ............................... 200

Pegasus Family Foundation .... 1,000

Nancy & Bill Ellsworth .................. *

John & Shirley Reiter .................... *

The UMOC Charitable
Fund ................................. 100,000

Robert & Barbara Simpson............ *

Susan Russell ........................... 100

Jacqueline Stewart ................... 200

Irene Kennedy .......................... 100

Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ..... 100

Lucy Reid-Krensky .................... 200

Dan Hilberman ......................... 200

Dan & Kathy Francis .............. 1,000

Sybille Katz .................................. *

Mayling Dixon .............................. *

In Memory Of
Bob Berka ................................ 125

Barbara & Chuck Preuss ........... 200

Sandy Shapero ......................... 250

Erika Crowley ............................... *

Paul Welander ............................ 25

Barbara Oliver .............................. *

Judith Cornez ............................. 50

The Easthams ............................... *

Joan Rubin ............................... 100

James Esposto.............................. *

Sidney Chen & Sandra Lee
Chen ............................................ *

16 Anonymous .................... $9,248
New Donors
Calhoon Family Fund ................ 250

Previous Donors
Donna Mackowski .................... 100
Charles Bacon .......................... 200
Bill Wohler ............................... 440
Ronald Clazie ............................... *
John Arnold.............................. 200
Susan Kritzik ............................ 500
Susan Carey .......................... 2,000
Polly Wingﬁeld ......................... 100
Bob & Mama Page ................ 1,500
D Austin Grose ......................... 250
Sborov Family ........................... 250
Kathy & Bob Feldman ............... 250
Tate Family .......................... 10,000
Barbara Bessey............................. *
Penny & Greg Gallo .................. 500
Don Lowry & Lynore Tillim......... 100
Victoria Rundorff .......................... *
Andrea Julian ........................ 1,000
Margaret Melaney ................. 2,000
Richard Duda ........................... 100

Karen Butterﬁled-Tetrud ........... 100
Peter Rudd ................................. 50
Connie & Bob Lurie ............. 25,000
Robert Mullen ......................... 250
Leslie & Michael Crisp .................. *
Barb & Carl Jacobson ............... 150
Marc & Mary Ann Saunders .......... *
Robert & Connie Loarie ................ *
Clay & Nita Judd .......................... *
Elizabeth Tromovitch................. 250
Melanie Austin ............................. *
Jim Lewis ..................................... *
Kayleen Miller .......................... 260
Betsy Meissner ........................ 300
Joyce Pharriss ........................... 500
Robin Toews............................... 25
Jonathan Hahn ......................... 200
Kent Scott ................................ 250

Kevin Novak ............................. 500
Susan Hine ............................... 150
Maggie Mah & Thomas Johnson ... *
Michael & Lenore Roberts......... 200
Kathleen Elkins ............................ *
Donald & Judy MacMillan ......... 500
Laura Hofstadter & Leonard
Shar ......................................... 750
Jerry & Shirley Carlson .............. 250
Margo Sensenbrenner .................. *
In Memory Of
Donna Whitson ........................ 500
Doris & Jerry Carlson .................... *
Robby Babcock ........................ 100
Jean Zonner .......................... 1,000
Bill Land....................................... *
Duncan Matteson ..................... 500

Roma Wagner .......................... 100

Paul Bosman ................................ *

John Donald ................................. *

Frank & Celine Halet................. 500

C & B Thompson ...................... 250

Bill Hewlett & Dave Packard ..... 100

Bob & Mary Dodge ................... 500
Dennis Monohan ...................... 100

In Honor Of
Nancy Stevens ............................ 50

Don & Catherine Coluzzi .............. *

The David Liggett Family ............... *

Barbara & Bob Ells ................ 1,000

Dennis McBride ..................... 1,000

Ken Turkowski .......................... 200
Deborah & Peter Nelson ........... 500

Businesses & Organizations
Packard Foundation ............. 15,000

Malladi Family ...................... 5,000

Hewlett Foundation .............. 8,750

Mark Weitzel ......................... 8,000

Douglas Keare Jr. & Jill
Morgan................................. 2,000

Grifﬁn & Sons Construction ...... 100

Mary Cooper ............................ 250

Gail & Susan Prickett ............. 1,000

Kurt and Sue Jaggers ........... 20,000

Paul Perret ............................... 500

Roger Witte & Pat Bredehoft ..... 200

Christine & Bill McClure............ 100

Judy & Doug Adams ..................... *
Kathy & Bob Mueller ................ 100
Judy Kormanak............................. *
Anne Hillman ........................ 1,000
Sue Kayton............................... 200
Caroline German ...................... 100
Paul Welander ............................ 25
Anne DeCarli............................ 200
Gisela Brugger ...................... 1,000
Erika L Crowley ............................ *

Rotary Club of Menlo Park
Foundation.......................... 10,000
Menlo Park Fireﬁghters’
Association .............................. 500

* Donor did not want to publish the amount of the gift.

Courtesy Ravenswood Family Health Network

Cris and Stacy visit the Ravenswood clinic, which is one of the
beneficiaries of donations to The Almanac Holiday Fund.

Ravenswood Family
Health Network offers
community-based care
for the whole family
Fund can be made at almanacnews.com/holiday_fund.
When Maria felt overwhelmed
ristopher Mendoza’s first
visit to the Ravenswood about Cris’ asthma, RavenFamily Health Network swood was there to help. Cris
was when he was 5, and his was diagnosed with asthma as
mother Maria noticed soft, an infant, and over time it has
become more severe.
round bumps in his
Maria was desperate
mouth. Having heard The Almanac
to feel more secure
positive things about
with Cris’ condition,
Ravenswood, she
and said “talking to
booked an appoint2021
the nurses at Ravenment for her son the
swood helped me
next day.
At his appointment, a pedia- understand the steps I must take
trician checked Cris’ mouth to support his health.” Maria
and diagnosed him with a first gives Cris his inhaler, puts
common bacterial infection. Vick’s VapoRub on his body,
He was prescribed an antibiotic and then helps direct his breathointment that they could pick ing. When he feels sick, they
up at Ravenswood’s in-house bring him to Ravenswood for
pharmacy. After a week, the asthma treatment. If his asthma
infection improved and Cris was worsens, they use the emergency
room as a last resort.
feeling better.
Maria says she is so grateful
Almost two years ago, MayView Community Health Cen- for Cris’ stable health. Now, both
ters in Palo Alto, Mountain of her children, Cris, who is now
View, and Sunnyvale became 10, and his sister Stacy who is 7,
part of Ravenswood Fam- are seen by the same pediatriily Health Network. Since then, cian. Stacy says, “I like that (Dr.
Ravenswood has successfully Davis) explains why I’m sick to
operated MayView’s three sites my mom.”
Their doctor takes care of Cris
and its East Palo Alto clinic to
continue to provide access to and Stacy’s routine check-ups, is
health care for communities in attentive of their allergies, and
both San Mateo and Santa Clara is on-call to prescribe medication as needed. Cris enjoys the
counties.
Across these sites, Raven- relationship he has built with his
swood Family Health Network doctor too and says, “Dr. Davis
serves over 20,000 patients. It is is not only my doctor, but my
one of the beneficiaries of this friend too.”
Having such a great experiyear’s Almanac’s Holiday Fund.
Because The Almanac and its ence at the start of Cris’ health
partner the Silicon Valley Com- journey encouraged his mother
munity Foundation cover all to enroll the rest of her family
the administrative costs, every as Ravenswood patients as well.
dollar raised goes directly to this The whole Mendoza family has
year’s 10 nonprofit organizaSee RAVENSWOOD, page 15
tions. Donations to the Holiday
By Jessica Yee

C

Holiday
Fund
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Tish (Reardon) Krieg

OMICRON SURGE
continued from page 1

May 25, 1959 – December 8, 2021
Resident of Woodside, California
Our bright and vibrant light, Tish Krieg,
passed away peacefully
surrounded by her family and friends at her
home in Woodside,
California. Beloved wife
of Franz Krieg, loving
mother of Maximilian
(fiancé
Meg)
and
Rex Krieg; treasured
daughter of Kathleen
Reardon and the late
John Reardon; adored
sister of Terry Reardon
(deceased), Mary (Ed)
Tallyn, Susie (Jim)
Rusk and James (Pam)
O’Riordan; sister-in-law
of Irmgard Matthaei
and Margot (Albrecht)
Bangert; loving aunt
to Corinna (Mark)
Hanecke, Allison (Brian) Fong, Jenna (Taylor) Silva, Kathleen
Rusk, Skyler and Sinta O’Riordan; and great aunt to Paula
Hanecke, Henry Fong and Owen Silva.
Born and raised in Lafayette, California, Tish’s life journey
was filled with family, love, and laughter. She delighted in
the outdoors, whether swimming in the backyard pool with
cousins or sunning on Pinecrest beach with friends. Some of
Tish’s fondest times were at Gonzaga University where she
met life-long friends. After college Tish embarked on many
career adventures from owning her own catering company
and a college prep business, to teaching in Richmond, East
Palo Alto and San Quentin. She was a Project Manager for
NASA, creating their Women in NASA live interactive web
events encouraging young women to pursue careers in STEM.
In 1992 Tish married her love, Franz Krieg, and their life
began an adventurous journey of travel and fun. Tish’s most
treasured role was raising her beautiful sons Max and Rex. The
family loved their time together with memorable trips swimming, surfing, and diving in Spain, Costa Rica, and the British
Virgin Islands, skiing the Alps to the mountains in Utah, and
spending time with family in Germany. Tish volunteered,
supporting Sacred Heart School. She attended countless ice
hockey and soccer games around the country and loved to host
sports families at their home. Tish was an excellent chef, and
her fondness for entertaining was a consistent theme in her
life. Her boys cherish the memories of their busy kitchen and
cooking alongside their mom. Her home was full of laughter,
great food, and her themed parties ranged from her adventurous “Tour de Franz” car rally to “Cowboys in the Wild West”
where creativity was over the top and the events were above
and beyond imagination.
Despite being diagnosed with cancer in 2014, Tish always
maintained her positive spirit. Cancer did not prevent Tish
from living the life she loved. She continued her travels, including trips to Europe, Mexico, and West Point (NY). At
home she enjoyed spending time in her garden and playing
Mahjong with friends. To keep connected during the pandemic, Tish created a weekly church and chat zoom meeting
with extended family.
We will remember Tish for her ability to light up every room
and make everyone she met feel special. Her amazing creativity, non-stop energy, optimism, passion for life, and her deep
love of faith, family and friends will never be forgotten.
Family and friends are invited to a Mass at Saint Pius
Catholic Church, 1100 Woodside Rd, Redwood City, CA
94061 on January 8, 2022, at 11:00 A.M. Memorials may
be made in Tish’s name to the Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Organization. Private interment at Queen of Heaven
Cemetery, Lafayette, CA.
PA I D
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Classes at Woodside Priory,
a private, Catholic Benedictine
co-ed day and boarding school
that serves grades 6-12 in Portola Valley, were held virtually
this week. There was no school
on Monday so students could
be tested for COVID-19 on
campus. The school has had just
two positive COVID-19 cases on
campus since September 2021,
according to its website.
Local public school teachers
reported that they’re hopeful
schools will be able to remain
open during this surge.
“The news reports certainly
have my constant attention,”
said John Davenport, a teacher
at Corte Madera School and
president of the Portola Valley Teachers Association, in an
email the first day back at school
from winter break on Monday.
“That said, I’m pretty confident
that the measures the district
has put in place (making, testing, etc.) are sufficient to keep us
safe and keep the school open.”
Andy Stuart, a service learning
and special education teacher at
Menlo-Atherton High School
in Atherton, said on Monday,
a day before students returned
to campus, that he is excited to
see his students and doesn’t see
another shutdown happening.

“I think kids need to be in
school,” he said. “There’s not
many places for teenagers to go
during the day when school is in
session. ... I feel like it’s all going
to be OK.”
He did arrange an alternative
work plan for one student with
compromised health.
Dylan Shelley, a special education and history teacher at
Sequoia High School in Redwood City, said the right choice
was to reopen campuses after
winter break.
“Lockdowns are horrible for
the poor and working class;
they’re bad for kids,” Shelley
said. “As I understand omicron
symptoms, it presents as a cold.
I’m not planning on losing my
mind about a cold. If you have
comorbidities you have higher
risks; that’s why we have the
vaccines.”
Rapid test kits and beefed
up safety measures

In anticipation of increased
cases after gatherings, holiday
travel and the emergent variant,
the state distributed COVID-19
rapid tests to every K-12 public
school student in California.
The state gave the San Mateo
County health department an
initial distribution of 38,000
rapid test kits for students
returning to class after the

Kevin M. Harris
July 6, 1957 – December 25, 2021
Kevin Harris (age 64)
passed away at his home in
Menlo Park, California, on
Christmas morning, surrounded by his wife and
children. He was shocked
by his recent diagnosis of
late stage lung cancer, as
he was otherwise healthy,
a never smoker, and a
life-long runner. He was
brilliant,
adventurous,
courageous, and profoundly good.
Kevin was born in St.
Paul, Minnesota, to John and Molly Harris, who both
predeceased him. He earned a BA in Archaeology from
the University of Pennsylvania, a MALD from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, and a JD from
UC Berkeley School of Law. He had a long and successful
career as an international technology lawyer with leading
technology companies in Silicon Valley and Europe, and
also in private practice with major law firms in Silicon
Valley and Washington, DC.
Kevin married Nancy Cox in 1988, and was the best
husband anyone could have for over 33 years. He was a
devoted and loving father, raising three beautiful children. He lived with his family in Paris and Geneva from
1996 to 2002, and showed his family the world.
Kevin is survived by his beloved wife Nancy, children
Virginia, Kevin Jr. and Caroline, sister Cecily Harris,
and countless wonderful friends. Kevin loved the
redwoods, so in lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
sempervirens.org/kevin-harris
PAID

holidays, according to a health
department press release.
Pre-omicron, local school
districts saw relatively few cases among students and staff.
For example, in the roughly
10,000-student Sequoia Union
High School District (SUHSD),
most weeks during the fall
semester, case counts were in
the single digits, with at most
27 students testing positive in
a single seven-day period (the
first week back from summer
break). From Dec. 27 to 31, 30
cases — 24 among students and
six among staff, were reported to
the high school district, according to its data dashboard.
Student cases over the holiday break cropped up in the
Woodside Elementary School
District, “almost all” caught by
the free rapid tests the district
gave families on Dec. 16 and 17,
said Superintendent Steve Frank
in a Monday email. Some 17 of
its 365 students reported positive cases before school resumed
Monday, he said.
Before winter break, students
and staff in the Portola Valley
School District (PVSD) each
received two rapid tests (almost
600 test kits) through the state.
Over winter break, the district
received an additional 491 rapid
test kits (one per student) and
distributed them on Sunday, a
day before classes resumed, at
the district office.
The district hosts PCR testing of staff, students, families
and community members every
Monday from 3:15-6:15 p.m. at
the district office annex, 4575
Alpine Road in Portola Valley. There’s also mandatory
PCR testing on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays for staff, along with
students who opt-in.
Las Lomitas School District
Superintendent Beth Polito said
her two-school district is “juggling staffing impacts from
positive cases” over break. She’s
hopeful Las Lomitas Elementary School in Atherton and
La Entrada Middle School in
Menlo Park can stay open.
The district distributed over
700 tests between the day before
break and Monday morning.
The district has onsite PCR
testing and also provided One
Medical memberships to all
families and staff for the second year in a row to encourage
regular testing and easy access
to vaccines, Polito said.
The Sequoia district began
handing out rapid tests to students on Monday. The district is
also providing KN95 masks for
staff and students, according to
a Monday district newsletter.
The Ravenswood City School
District offered testing for students, families, and staff on
Monday “to identify positive

OBITUARY
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Zoe Morgan

Palo Alto Unified students and parents, plus some community
members, wait in line to be tested for COVID-19 at Cubberley
Community Center on Monday, Jan. 3, before classes resumed this
week following the holiday break.

OMICRON SURGE
continued from page 14

cases to mitigate any spread
before returning to school” on
Tuesday, said Superintendent
Gina Sudaria in an email.
“It is tough to feel confident
with so much uncertainty, but I
do remain optimistic as our staff
and families make health and
safety a priority,” she noted. “In
addition to the testing yesterday,
we continue this week with our
weekly testing at each site.”
The district will also host vaccine clinics at its Ravenswood
elementary schools next week
for 5-11 year olds.
Palo Alto schools head less
hopeful district can remain
open

Palo Alto Unified School
District Superintendent Don
Austin said the district is going
to do everything in its power to
minimize the spread of the virus
in schools, including providing
Monday’s testing to staff and
students, but recognized that a
spike in cases is inevitable.
“What’s pretty predictable is
we’re going to have large numbers (of cases),” Austin said.
“Anyone who’s going to pretend
that that’s not the case is just
lying.”
The district tested 508 teachers and staff at the district office
on Monday, Austin said.
Prior to the omicron variant
RAVENSWOOD
continued from page 13

been patients of Ravenswood
since 2015. Maria, her husband,
Cris and Stacy have received
pediatric, family medicine, dental, optometry and pharmacy
services at Ravenswood.
To Maria, there is no other
clinic that she and her entire
family would use. “It is a blessing that the clinic is here,” she

taking hold, Palo Alto Unified
saw relatively few cases among
students and staff. Most weeks
during the fall semester, case
counts were in the single digits,
with at most 11 students testing
positive in a single seven-day
period.
Only one special education
classroom has been shut down
this school year due to COVID-19 cases, Austin said. That’s
likely to change soon, with Austin predicting that classes will
have to be closed in the coming
weeks. If things get worse, full
schools could shutter, he said.
Palo Alto Unified plans to
limit closures as much as possible. Students impacted by
closures will switch to online
learning, Austin said.
A closure could happen for
two reasons: at the state or
county’s behest due to high
case numbers or because staff
absences make it impossible
to operate classes. The second,
Austin said, appears more likely.
“I think the state and county
are really going to try their best
not to close schools, but there
could be a day when we just can’t
staff them,” Austin said.
New CDC guidelines and
unchanged local guidelines

It’s still unclear if new, more
lax quarantine and isolation
guidelines issued by Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
at the end of December, will
says. “There is no other clinic
that attends (to us) like them
here.”
Founded in 2001, Ravenswood Family Health Network
is a federally qualified health
center headquartered in the
low-income East Palo Alto area
of San Mateo County. They
provide a comprehensive scope
of health care services including: pediatrics, family practice,
adult medicine, women’s health,

impact local schools’ guidance to
students and staff who test positive or are exposed to the virus.
The Sequoia district is following the state and county guidance, according to a Dec. 30
district email.
“SUHSD will maintain our
current protocols and timelines
until further notice from our
county partners,” Superintendent Darnise Williams said in
the email.
County health spokesperson
Preston Merchant said the state
health department is working
through the CDC guidance, and
the county health department is
“considering new recommendations as they come.”
Under current guidance, students and staff who come in
contact with someone who tests
positive for COVID-19 do not
need to quarantine if they are
vaccinated and not showing
symptoms. If they are unvaccinated and come in close contact
with someone with COVID-19
and both were wearing masks,
they will quarantine for 10 to
14 days or continue attending
school if they are not showing
symptoms, get tested twice a
week over a 10-day period and
won’t participate in any extracurricular activities, including
sports or clubs.
If an unvaccinated person
comes into close contact with
someone who has COVID-19,
and they were not wearing a
mask, they must quarantine
for at least 10 days since the last
exposure. The quarantine can
end after the seventh day if the
individual is tested on day five
from the date of the last exposure and the results are negative. Individuals must continue
to self-monitor for symptoms
for up to 14 days from the last
known exposure and follow all
health and safety protocols.
Last school year, the state stipulated that “schools will remain
open unless at least 5% of the
total number of students, staff
and teachers test positive within
a 14-day period, or if local health
officials recommend closure,”
but no such guidance is in place
this year.
Decisions about school closures will be made by the
schools and districts, in consultation with the county health
integrated behavioral health,
dentistry, optometry, pharmacy, mammography, ultrasound,
x-ray, lab, health education, and
enrollment.
To learn more about Ravenswood and the services we offer,
please visit ravenswoodfhn.org. A
Jessica Yee is the director of
development, planning and
evaluation at Ravenswood
Family Health Network.

department, but the state has
made clear that there are no
thresholds: “the process should
be guided by local epidemiology,
with particular attention paid to
concern for in-school transmission. Operational factors may
also be considered, including
the ability to maintain sufficient
teaching staff to provide inperson instruction,” according
to state guidance.
Austin of PAUSD raised concerns about what he characterized as a lack of guidance
from Santa Clara County on
how schools should respond to
the omicron variant, including
questions about what the school
closure metrics will be.
“The county has been oddly
quiet for about a month,” Austin said, adding that it feels like
the beginning of the pandemic, when school officials were
scrambling for answers.
“None of us are health experts.
We’re just being told ‘keep
schools open,’” Austin said. “We

can’t answer all the questions
that people have — it’s just not
possible.”
Santa Clara County’s COVID-19 media relations team said
in a statement that Santa Clara
County is aligned with the state’s
safety guidance for schools.
“Through the Santa Clara
County Office of Education,
the county hosts regular COVID-19 meetings with local districts, proactively communicates anytime the state of California provides new guidance,
and reaches out as other relevant information becomes
available,” the county said.
“Additionally, the Santa Clara
County Office of Education is
accessible whenever superintendents or schools require
additional support.” A
Email Staff Writers
Angela Swartz at aswartz@
almanacnews.com and
Zoe Morgan at zmorgan@
paweekly.com.

NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE CONTRACTORS
5V[PJLPZOLYLI`NP]LUMVY[OLW\YWVZLVMWYLX\HSPÄJH[PVU"
sealed Responsibility Questionnaires will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Portola Valley School District up until
the close of business on the date indicated below for:
Project Description:
Corte Madera & Ormondale – Fire Alarm Upgrades
7YL8\HSPÄJH[PVU7HJRHNLZ+\L+H[LHUK;PTL!Tuesday,
January 25, 2022 at 5:00pm at RGM Kramer, Inc., attention:
Contracts Department, 4020 Moorpark Avenue, #220, San Jose,
CA 95117.
7YL8\HSPÄJH[PVUVM;YHKL*VU[YHJ[VYZ
To receive plans and bid, Trade Contractors must possess a
current and active license to perform the work listed, submit
and certify the required Responsibility Questionnaire informa[PVUHUKILWYLX\HSPÄLKI`[OL+PZ[YPJ[
Electrical and Low Voltage Trades

C-10 License Required

6US`7YL8\HSPÄLK*VU[YHJ[VYZ^PSSILWLYTP[[LK[VIPK
7YL8\HSPÄLK*VU[YHJ[VYZ^PSSILYLX\PYLK[VH[[LUKHTHUKH[VY`
Pre-bid Conference scheduled for Tuesday, January 18, 2022
tentatively at 9:30am at the Corte Madera School, 4575 Alpine
Rd, Portola Valley, CA 94028. Opening of the sealed bids subTP[[LKI`WYLX\HSPÄLKIPKKLYZPZZJOLK\SLKMVY;\LZKH`-LIY\HY`H[!WTH[[OL7VY[VSH=HSSL`+PZ[YPJ[6ɉJL
(SWPUL9VHK7VY[VSH=HSSL`*( 7YLX\HSPÄLKJVU[YHJ[VYZ
are advised to verify dates and times of the mandatory pre-bid
conference and bid opening prior to the above listed dates.
Responsibility Questionnaires and instructions for submission
can be obtained by emailing Yasmin Rouholiman at yasminr@
rgmkramer.com. Contracts will require a 100% Performance
Bond, a 100% Labor and Materials Bond and a Bid Security in
the amount of 10% of the submitted bid. The project is subject
to the State Labor Code. Labor Code 1720-1861 regarding DIR
registration, the payment of prevailing wages and submission
VMJLY[PÄLKWH`YVSSZ[H[LTLU[Z^PSSILLUMVYJLK5VJVU[YHJ[VY
or subcontractor may be listed on a bid proposal for a public
works project (submitted on or after March 1, 2015) unless
registered with the Department of Industrial Relations pursuant
to Labor Code section 1725.5 [with limited exceptions from this
requirement for bid purposes only under Labor Code section
1771.1(a)]. No contractor or subcontractor may be awarded a
contract for public work on a public works project (awarded on
or after April 1, 2015) unless registered with the Department of
Industrial Relations pursuant to Labor Code section 1725.5. This
project is subject to compliance monitoring and enforcement by
the Department of Industrial Relations. Contractors are allowed,
according to PCC sec. 22300, to submit securities in lieu of
retention. Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise, in accordance
with Education Code Section 17076.11, the Portola Valley
School District has “a participation goal of at least 3% per year
of the overall dollar amount expended each year by the school
district for Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise”. Thus, all
contractors bidding on this project are required to make a good
MHP[OLɈVY[[VHJOPL]L[OPZ WHY[PJPWH[PVUNVHS9LX\PYLTLU[Z
MVYKLTVUZ[YH[PUN[OH[[OPZNVVKMHP[OLɈVY[OHZILLUTHKLHYL
included in the Project Manual.
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programs. The council is considering the possibility of banning new gas-powered heaters
and gas-powered leaf blowers
(ahead of a state mandate to
phase those leaf blowers out), as
well as programs to encourage
commuters to ditch driving solo
to work.
Another significant topic of
discussion was how the city
should go about complying with
new state mandates to plan for
roughly 3,800 new housing units
citywide, including 802 homes
for very low-income households,
299 low-income homes, and 389
moderate income homes. There
are already 3,053 homes in the
city’s development pipeline for
households in the “above-moderate” income bracket, starting
above 120% of the area median
income, according to staff and
consultants.
An idea put forward to consider building housing in some
underutilized areas of city parks
was rejected, while another idea
to not rule out possible zoning
changes to single family homes
— a concept that until this year
was widely considered out of
the question — moved forward.
State laws, in the form of Senate Bills 9 and 10, passed this

Public
Notices
995 Fictitious Name
Statement
NEW LEAF COUNSELLING
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 289731
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
New Leaf Counselling, located at 307 2nd.
Ave., San Mateo, CA 94401, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
LITTLE MUNCHKINS PROFESSIONAL CLINICAL
COUNSELOR INC.
1905 Palm Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403
CA
This business is conducted by: A Corporation.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 15, 2021.
(ALM Dec. 24, 31, 2021; Jan. 7, 14, 2022)
J & SON’S GENERAL MAINTENANCE
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 289770
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
J & Son’s General Maintenance, located 919
Runnymede St., E. Palo Alto, CA 94303, San
Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
JESUS O. CRUZ RUIZ
919 Runnymede St.
E. Palo Alto, CA 94303
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 12/13/21.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 20, 2021.
(ALM Dec. 31,2021; Jan. 7, 14, 21, 2022)
HAMILTON INTERIOR DESIGNS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 289683

Courtesy Meta

From left: Belle Haven resident Rose Bickerstaff, Zakye Waller and Menlo Park Councilwoman Cecilia
Taylor shovel dirt to signal the start of construction on Menlo Park’s new community center in Belle Haven,
funded by Meta (formerly Facebook).

year, changing the landscape for
future housing construction. SB
9 permits homeowners to build
duplexes on single-family lots,
as well as to split those lots to
permit up to four homes where
only one was previously allowed,
while SB 10 allows cities to
enact zoning changes to enable
The following person(s) is (are) doing business
as:
Hamilton Interior Designs, located at 332
Arbor Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo
County.
Registered owner(s):
JOHN F. HAMILTON JR.
332 Arbor Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on 02/13/14.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 9, 2021.
(ALM Dec. 31, 2021; Jan. 7, 14, 21, 2022)
THIS AND THAT HANDYMAN
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 289689
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
This and That Handyman, located at 2801
Marlborough Av., Redwood City CA 94063,
San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
JOSE ANGEL ABARCA PEREZ
2801 Marlborough Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94063
This business is conducted by: An Individual.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business name(s)
listed above on N/A.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 9, 2021.
(ALM Dec. 31, 2021; Jan. 7, 14, 21, 2022)
ROCKS UNLIMITED
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No.: 289818
The following person (persons) is (are) doing
business as:
Rocks Unlimited, located at 441 Alameda Ave,
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019, San Mateo County.
Registered owner(s):
DIANE FENNELL
441 Alameda Ave.
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
ROBERT S. TUCKEY
441 Alameda Ave.
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019
This business is conducted by: A General
Partnership.
The registrant commenced to transact
business under the fictitious business
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construction of 10-unit housing
developments in transit-rich and
urban-infill areas. To support
housing affordability, the city
council also recently discussed
the possibility of creating a
community land trust to boost
affordable homeownership.
In addition, the city council
name(s) listed above on 1/1/2013.
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on
December 23, 2021.
(ALM Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2022)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE Trustee Sale No.
: 00000008515298 Title Order No.: 1110948
FHA/VA/PMI No.: ATTENTION RECORDER: THE
FOLLOWING REFERENCE TO AN ATTACHED
SUMMARY APPLIES ONLY TO COPIES
PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR, NOT TO THIS
RECORDED ORIGINAL NOTICE. NOTE: THERE
IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT ATTACHED YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 04/15/2004.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. BARRETT
DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER and WEISS, LLP, as
duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant
to Deed of Trust Recorded on 04/28/2004
as Instrument No. 2004-083184 of official
records in the office of the County Recorder
of SAN MATEO County, State of CALIFORNIA.
EXECUTED BY: WILLIAM COATS AND SHERRI
COATS, HUSBAND AND WIFE,WILL SELL AT
PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT
or other form of payment authorized by
California Civil Code 2924h(b), (payable at
time of sale in lawful money of the United
States). DATE OF SALE: 02/02/2022 TIME
OF SALE: 1:00 PM PLACE OF SALE: AT THE
MARSHALL STREET ENTRANCE TO THE HALL
OF JUSTICE AND RECORDS, 400 COUNTY
CENTER, REDWOOD CITY, CA 94061. STREET
ADDRESS and other common designation,
if any, of the real property described above
is purported to be: 10 JOAQUIN ROAD,
PORTOLA VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 94028 APN#:
080-130-220 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any incorrectness
of the street address and other common
designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale
will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding
title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay
the remaining principal sum of the note(s)
secured by said Deed of Trust, with interest
thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances,
under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee and

hired a new city attorney, Nira
Doherty of Burke, Williams
& Sorensen and swapped out
interim police Chief David Spiller for a new police Chief David
Norris.
One thing that did not slow
down over the past year were
development plans for Menlo
of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid balance of
the obligation secured by the property to
be sold and reasonable estimated costs,
expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is
$861,356.21. The beneficiary under said Deed
of Trust heretofore executed and delivered
to the undersigned a written Declaration of
Default and Demand for Sale, and a written
Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned caused said Notice of Default
and Election to Sell to be recorded in the
county where the real property is located.
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien,
you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you
to free and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the lien being
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are
the highest bidder at the auction, you are
or may be responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property. You
are encouraged to investigate the existence,
priority, and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by contacting the
county recorder’s office or a title insurance
company, either of which may charge you
a fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more
than one mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
The sale date shown on this notice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by the
mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that information
about trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a
courtesy to those not present at the sale.
If you wish to learn whether your sale date
has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call 833-561-0243 for
information regarding the trustee’s sale or visit
this Internet Web site WWW.SALES.BDFGROUP.
COM for information regarding the sale of
this property, using the file number assigned
to this case 00000008515298. Information
about postponements that are very short

Park. The new community center in Belle Haven, funded
by Facebook (Meta), earned
approval earlier this year and
work began in the fall. A number of development proposals
on the city’s Bay side were also
approved, including more than
800 new housing units.
Developers submitted plans
to redevelop the SRI campus,
opening up a 63-acre campus that’s been fenced off for
more than a generation, to provide housing, park space and
bike and pedestrian paths, plus
new research and development
offices. Menlo Park’s federallyowned U.S. Geological Survey
campus is also hit the market
at the end of 2021, and the City
Council has signaled its interest
in zoning a portion of the property for educational purposes
— possibly a middle school.
There were some tensions too.
In October, three members of
the City Council set up a closed
session meeting without the prior knowledge or consent of the
mayor, breaking with protocol
and questions about why they
did it remain unanswered. A
committee tasked with publicizing Menlo Park’s efforts to plan
for new housing citywide, called
the “Community Outreach and
Continued on next page

in duration or that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not immediately
be reflected in the telephone information
or on the Internet Web site. The best way
to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO
TENANT: You may have a right to purchase
this property after the trustee auction
pursuant to Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant
buyer,” you can purchase the property if
you match the last and highest bid placed
at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible
bidder”, you may be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last and highest
bid placed at the trustee auction. There
are three steps to exercising this right of
purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of
the trustee sale, you can call 833-561-0243,
or visit this internet website WWW.SALES.
BDFGROUP.COM using the file number
assigned to this case 00000008515298 to
find the date on which the trustee’s sale was
held, the amount of the last and highest
bid, and the address of the trustee. Second,
you must send a written notice of intent
to place a bid so that the trustee receives
it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that
the trustee receives it no more than 45
days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer”
or “eligible bidder,” you should consider
contacting an attorney or appropriate
real estate professional immediately for
advice regarding this potential right to
purchase. FOR TRUSTEE SALE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL: 833-561-0243 WWW.SALES.
BDFGROUP.COM BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP IS ACTING AS A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. BARRETT
DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER and WEISS, LLP as
Trustee 3990 E. Concours Street, Suite 350
Ontario, CA 91764 (866) 795-1852 Dated:
12/23/2021 BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP 4004 Belt Line
Road, Suite 100 Addison, Texas 75001-4320
Telephone: (866) 795-1852 Telecopier:
(972) 661-7800 A-4739372 01/07/2022,
01/14/2022, 01/21/2022

Call Alicia Santillan at
650-223-6578 or email
asantillan@paweekly.com
for legal advertising..
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Shooting victim identified
East Palo Alto police are investigating the death of a man
found with gunshot wounds late on Dec. 28, according a news
release issued by the department. This week, he was identified
as Moises Estrada of East Palo Alto.
Shortly before 8 p.m. On Dec. 28, officers responded to a
report of shots fired in the 1600 block of Bay Road, just east of
University Avenue, and found a 33-year-old man with gunshot
wounds lying on the ground of an apartment complex parking
lot.
Paramedics from Menlo Park Fire Protection District provided
medical care to the man, but he died of his injuries at the scene.

Coroner identifies motorcycle crash victim

Magali Gauthier

Cars drive by the Meta sign at 1 Hacker Way in Menlo Park on Oct. 28. Facebook announced its new
name and logo, Meta, in late October.
Continued from previous page

Engagement Committee,” saw
five of its 13 members resign for
a number of reasons, including
objections to the limited role
of the committee, feeling disrespected, lost surveys and unfair
representation across districts.
Many of the priorities that
emerged in 2020 continued to
occupy residents in 2021. Protests and vigils to combat hate
incidents against African Americans and Asian Americans were
held, while other organizations
collaborated to support Latino
residents affected by the pandemic. In addition, this year,
Juneteenth, a holiday commemorating the end of slavery,
became a federal holiday.
The City Council held a
discussion to start discussing
police reform with new chief
David Norris. Starting this year,
the police department will be
implementing the Racial and
Identity Profiling Act (RIPA),
which will require the department to provide data on every
traffic stop, pedestrian contact,
arrest or call for service to the
California Department of Justice. The police department is
also planning to conduct a pilot

Magali Gauthier

New police Chief David
Norris stands outside his office
on June 22.

program to evaluate using three
Teslas as police vehicles.
Efforts to protect the environment also occupied city and
residents’ priorities. Big Basin
remains closed a year after the
CZU wildfires struck in August
2020, and Gov. Gavin Newsom
spoke to reporters at the site of
the park’s headquarters. “The
most powerful force in the world
is Mother Nature, and right now
we are struggling, as are many of
our colleagues around the Western United States (and) all around
the rest of the globe, to reconcile
her fury,” he said at the time.
Meanwhile, Menlo Park
advanced in a highly competitive grant application process
to receive $50 million from the
federal government as part of
the SAFER Bay Project aiming
to protect a number of communities along the bay from
the impacts of sea level rise by
constructing levees. The city has
teamed up with PG&E and Meta
on the application.
The city’s downtown scene
also changed some this year.
Ann’s Coffee Shop closed in
April after 75 years in business;
e-bike shop Pedego opened; and
Feldman’s Books moved to Curtis Street after being displaced

Michelle Le

Drew Combs was Menlo Park’s
mayor in 2021.

from its former location by new
development. The new Guild
Theatre is wrapping up construction, with plans to open up
for concerts starting in February, according to Drew Dunlevie, president of the Peninsula
Arts Guild, the organization
leading the project to rebuild the
former arthouse movie theatre
into a state-of-the-art nonprofit
live music venue.
There were goodbyes too.
After 40 years of service with the
Menlo Park Fire Protection District, Chief Harold Schapelhouman retired. Other influential
and beloved residents died in
2021, including former planning
commissioner and civic volunteer Katherine Strehl and Riekes
Center founder Gary Riekes.
This reporter found herself
drawn to writing about stories of
resilience in the community during challenging times. The Almanac ran stories about people
making pizzas and virus-shaped
piñatas to spread cheer amidst
quarantines; about a phone buddy program launched by two
Menlo Park friends to support
lonely seniors; about a number of
children’s books that Menlo Park
authors published this year —
about picky eating, youth activism, the harms of gasoline and
the inspiration of stars. Highlights included a Menlo Park
family that created a food locker
to feed the hungry after someone
stole food from their garage; how
a Menlo Park couple serves the
community in quiet ways, donating platelets and being foster
parents; and how a Menlo Park
doctor helped out a researcher in
distress while on vacation in the
Florida Keys — a few of the stories that brought joy and inspiration in a tough year. A
Email Staff Writer Kate
Bradshaw at kbradshaw@
almanacnews.com.

A motorcyclist who died in a crash with another vehicle last
week on U.S. Highway 101 in Menlo Park has been identified by
the San Mateo County coroner’s office as 36-year-old San Jose
resident Adam Wolf.
The crash was reported at about 3:50 a.m. on Dec. 28 on southbound Highway 101 just north of Willow Road.
According to the California Highway Patrol, a man driving a
Honda Accord crashed and the car came to rest in a lane of the
highway with its lights off. Wolf, riding a Kawasaki Ninja motorcycle, came from behind and struck the right rear passenger door
of the Honda.
Wolf was pronounced dead at the scene while the Honda driver
suffered injuries that were not life-threatening.
Investigators have ruled out impairment as a factor in the
crash, CHP officials said.
—Bay City News Services

House fire displaces Menlo Park family
A fire that broke out at a Menlo Park home Monday night
left no injuries but displaced the family living there, according
to Fire Marshal at the Menlo Park Fire Protection District, Jon
Johnston.
The fire, which occurred at 1275 Hermosa Way in Central
Menlo Park appears to have been accidental in nature and related
to a Tesla vehicle charger in the garage, according to Johnston.
The fire caused extensive damage to the garage and attic,
making the home uninhabitable and causing about $750,000
in damage to the home and its contents. The family living
there had to move out, but there were no injuries, he said.
As of now, it’s not clear what the failure was that caused the
fire, but it will be under investigation, he added.
— Kate Bradshaw

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road
Woodside, CA 94062
INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION
Districts 3 and 4
New Term from February 2022 to February 2026
The Planning Commission participates in the administration of
the planning laws and policies of the Town. It is responsible for
recommending to the Town Council ordinances and resolutions necessary
to implement the General Plan and adopted development policy. The
Commission also conducts necessary public hearings to administer the
planning laws and policies of the Town and acts upon applications for
zoning amendments, conditional use permits, variances, subdivisions,
and other related functions as may be assigned by the Council.
7KH3ODQQLQJ&RPPLVVLRQPHHWVRQWKHÀUVWDQGWKLUG:HGQHVGD\
of the month at 6:00 p.m.
Interested residents may check residency requirements, request
information, and submit applications to the Interim Town Clerk by
emailing Melissa Cardinale at mcardinale@woodsidetown.org.
APPLICATION DEADLINE:
Friday, January 28, 2022, by 5 p.m.
INTERVIEW AND APPOINTMENT BY TOWN COUNCIL:
Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 7:00 p.m.
January 7, 2022QAlmanacNews.comQThe AlmanacQ17

N E W S
TREES
continued from page 5

In late June of 2021, TJ Homes purchased
three more properties on 15th Avenue,
each of which included a “significant tree,”
meaning a tree of a specific size, as articulated by a county ordinance.
“And literally after they put up the fence,
there’d be a tree permit,” Sirsi said. “And
that’s again when we started saying, ‘Okay,
what’s going on?’ We started trying to
investigate.”
The residents built a website, collected
signatures for a petition to protect the
canopy and planted accusatory signs on
their lawns. “Say No to TJ Homes” became
their rallying cry. They created spreadsheets to track the new developments
and tree removal permits. They began to
scrutinize TJ Homes’ every move, documenting alleged violations like instances of
construction happening outside of working
hours and damage caused to heritage trees.
Tree activists say the neighbors are right
to be worried. Cutting down trees not only
hurts the resident wildlife but also affects
community health and resilience to climate
change, according to one expert.
“There has to be more understanding
that the health of the community is really
tied into canopy cover and that if you’re
removing a lot of large trees, heritage trees,
then the next 15 years of that community
are going to be impacted,” said Maya Briones, Community Forestry Coordinator for
Canopy, a local forestry nonprofit. “That
should matter, you know. That should be
taken seriously into consideration when
creating plans.”

Leah Worthington

A large banner opposing developer TJ Homes hangs in front of a North Fair Oaks house.

According to TJ Homes, their intentions
are simply to address the need for more
housing, which sometimes requires the
removal of a tree.
“We’re big believers in trees. Trees are
great for everybody,” said Jon Tattersall,
president of TJ Homes’ Northern California office, adding that, while some were
removed for design purposes, others posed
a threat because they were diseased or in
poor health. “We are not in the business of
removing trees unnecessarily. Do we have
to remove trees at times because it does

MARY GILLES
650.814.0858
m.gilles@ggsir.com
Lic. #01789710
MaryGillesRealEstate.com ·

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.
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appreciate if the county would provide us
conflict with a new build? We do.”
He also said TJ Homes tries to work with more support. See, we have nothing against
the natural environment and employs three development, but I feel development can be
landscape architects to “maximize trees” done in a sustainable manner.”
After months of organizing, the neighand “improve the tree canopy on every
bors are tired of being “constantly vigilant,”
single home that we build.”
Per ordinance, removing a tree requires as Ravindra said, and are asking the county
the completion of a permit application, to intervene.
They’ve met with County District 4
including a report from an arborist, which
must then be approved by the county. Supervisor Warren Slocum and members
While the neighbors acknowledge that the of his office twice, in October and Novemdevelopers have been approved to remove ber, and according to Slocum, his staff is
all trees, they worry about a conflict of currently “analyzing, researching, studying, discussing possible options” for steps
interest in the permitting process.
“The people who’re applying to cut down the county can take to address the conflict
the trees are the ones who are hiring arbor- and better moderate ongoing changes to
the neighborhood. He said they’re considists,” said Ravindra.
Boeddiker expressed concern that the ering everything from strengthening their
city may be “rubber-stamping” the permit tree ordinance to implementing a design
applications. In examining the approved review for future housing projects.
permits, she said, the neighbors found “It gets down to the question of, what kind
errors, including one permit that included of neighborhood and community do you
want to live in?” he said.
a former owner’s name
“How do these laws and
(without her approval) and
another that underreported
‘I’d like to find the regulations help control gentrification and large-scale
the size of a date palm.
balance between
developments?”
City planner Melissa
But he admitted that
Ross, however, emphasized the private rights of
that the person writing the property owners and resources are finite, and the
current system is a “comtree report must be a certitrying to maintain plaint-driven” one.
fied arborist. Though she
Slocum said he expects
wasn’t aware of any permits
the integrity of a
to
meet
with the North Fair
being revoked because of a
neighborhood.
Oaks neighbors again in
discrepancy in the application, she acknowledged —SUPERVISOR WARREN SLOCUM the new year to discuss his
staff’s findings and next
that the county oversight is
steps. Ultimately, he said, “I’d like to find
limited.
“We don’t have the resources to have the balance between the private rights of
the one county arborist go to every single property owners and trying to maintain
tree removal site,” she said. “But (county the integrity of a neighborhood.”
In the meantime, the neighbors continue
arborist Dan Krug) will go out in instances
where it’s unclear or if he would like more to wait, watch and worry.
“The consistent refrain we’re getting
information on the tree removal.”
At a recent public meeting, TJ Homes’ from anybody who we asked about this is
executive vice president of asset manage- like, ‘We’re just following the law. We’re
ment, Adam Kates, thanked the commu- doing everything that’s allowed by the
nity for their concerns about the health of county,’” Sirsi said. “We’re like, ‘Fine, but
the tree canopy and said the company plans are you doing what’s actually right for the
to step up oversight of measures to protect neighborhood? What’s right for the area?
The community?’”
existing trees.
“We are just volunteers,” Ravindra said.
But some attendees were not so easily
“And if we get busy, then who will follow up
convinced.
“I felt that they were not completely rep- about these trees?” A
resenting reality,” Ravindra told the Pulse
after the meeting. “I’ve completely lost trust
Email Staff Writer Leah Worthington at
in them as a company, and I really would
lworthington@rwcpulse.com.

Artscene
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The year in film
The best, the worst and the most memorable movies of 2021
By Peter Canavese

I

t was the best of films, it was the worst
of times. 2021 was a terrible year for
humanity, but — cold comfort though
it may be — a wonderful year for cinema
(perversely, alas, not for cinemas).
COVID-19 continued to play cat and
mouse with the populace, the consequences of climate change intensified and U.S.
institutions repeatedly failed. And so it was
when Adam McKay’s apocalyptic tragicomedy “Don’t Look Up” (Netflix) entered
the conversation and, incidentally, sparked
a renewed conversation about whether film
critics have any idea what they’re talking
about. That, dear reader, remains for you
to decide.
“Don’t Look Up” begged the question,
“Once apocalypse is undeniable, how will
our art reflect it?” Other films have gone
there (mostly documentaries and sci-fi
thrillers, but notably Paul Schrader’s searing 2017 drama “First Reformed”), but surprisingly few in 2021 even acknowledged a
pandemic-transformed world, much less
extinction-level climate disaster. McKay
furiously validated, for many, their perception of the insanity we all experienced in
recent years: His film cathartically gifted
us the opposite of gaslighting.
When you pay millions for a moviestar face, you don’t mask it for long. Even
superhero movies like the year’s top
grosser, “Spider-Man: No Way Home,”
know that. So it was up to the blistering
Romanian comedy “Bad Luck Banging or
Loony Porn” to reckon with the world we’re
actually living in, complete with masked
characters, corrupt national and local
“leadership,” angry school board meetings,
and a censorious culture with dangerously
undefined boundaries.
For the most part, 2021 movies didn’t
“look up” so much as they did left, right
and down, focusing on domestic dynamics (Netflix’s “The Lost Daughter,” A24’s
“C’mon C’mon”), fraught situations put
through the escapist filter of the musical (20th Century Studios’ “West Side
Story,” Netflix’s “tick, tick...BOOM!”,
Warner Bros.’ “In the Heights”), and the
customary crop of adrenaline-tapping
genre films (Disney-Marvel continued
to dominate with the well-made likes of
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten
Rings” and “Eternals”). Weirdly, in a year
when laughs were necessary, they were
hard to come by, so a shout-out to “Shiva
Baby” and “Barb and Star Go to Vista Del
Mar.”
It’s sad but true that “Spider-Man”
arrived in theaters at the worst possible
time, likely contributing (along with
holiday travel) to the surging spread of

omicron. On the bright side, many of
the best films of the year can be enjoyed
from home now or in the near-future.
2021 truly offered something for everyone, excellent films for every niche. The
curated list below strives for variety in
amplifying what were, in my humble
opinion, the most well-crafted, thoughtful, provocative and, in some cases, even
wildly entertaining films of 2021.

The top ten films of 2021
10. ‘Procession’ & ‘Strip Down, Rise
Up’ (both Netflix)

Two of the most powerful films of the
year documented alternative group therapy. Robert Greene’s ‘Procession’ gathers six
middle-aged American men, survivors of
childhood rape within the Catholic church,
and proposes that they work together to
make short films that exorcise their experiences through art. Michèle Ohayon’s ‘Strip
Down, Rise Up’ shadows a group of American women in a pole-dancing class geared
toward banishing the demons of sexism,
abuse and body dysmorphia. During dark
days of unprecedented trauma and mental
illness, both films movingly focus on the
healing process.
9. ‘The Lost Daughter’ (Netflix)

Actor Maggie Gyllenhaal makes her
directorial debut with this compelling
adaptation of Elena Ferrante’s novella about
the dark side of mothering. Olivia Colman
(in another devastating and original performance) and Jessie Buckley (fiercely commanding in flashbacks) share the role of an
anxious, mood-swinging woman haunted
by the “crushing responsibility” of motherhood. Fine assists from Dakota Johnson,
Peter Sarsgaard and Ed Harris bolster
Gyllenhaal’s investigation of the shame of
regretful parents and those thoughts you’re
not allowed to say out loud.
8. ‘Licorice Pizza’ (in theaters now)

Paul Thomas Anderson again proves the
master of his domain with this sophisticated, breezy comedy that keenly evokes
the San Fernando Valley of the 1970s, when
California briefly felt like the Wild West
again. In a town full of hustlers, an irrepressible, self-possessed 15-year-old child
actor/entrepreneur (Cooper Hoffman, son
of the late, great Philip Seymour Hoffman)
befriends and pitches woo at a 25-year-old
woman (Alana Haim) still in search of
herself. Patiently observing the unconventional central relationship, Anderson also
tells tales out of school about the waning
days of Old Hollywood.

Courtesy Focus Features

Cooper Hoffman and Alana Haim enjoy the waning days of Old Hollywood in the
1970s San Fernando Valley in Paul Thomas Anderson’s breezy comedy “Licorice Pizza.”

7. ‘Red Rocket’ (in theaters now)

Sometimes a film comes along that’s
just plain note perfect. With “Red Rocket,”
director/co-writer Sean Baker (“The Florida Project,” “Tangerine”) demonstrates
that his docudramatic style and commitment to telling stories of the American
underclass are the gifts that keep on giving.
An ex-porn star (powerhouse Simon Rex)
returns to his depressed Texas hometown
and immediately sets to manipulating his
ex-wife, her mother and a teenage donut
shop worker. This wildly entertaining
comedy is funny because it’s true in capturing the charm and poison of malignant
narcissism.
6. ‘In the Same Breath’ (HBO Max)

In narrating her new documentary,
Nanfu Wang (“One Child Nation”) personalizes the story of the global pandemic
while incisively diagnosing the institutional
rot that has allowed COVID-19 to run free.
Most devastatingly, Chinese-American
Wang compares and contrasts the responses of the Chinese and U.S. governments
and populaces, calling out the Chinese
secrets-and-lies campaign that delayed an
effective response, and the U.S. misinformation crisis that has overshadowed our
presumptive advantage of free speech.
5. ‘A Hero’ (Amazon Prime Video
starting Jan. 21)

Two-time Oscar winner Asghar Farhadi (“A Separation”) contrives to keep
you guessing with plot turns and onionpeeling layers of characterization with his

latest drama. This Iranian morality play
concerns a naive protagonist (Amir Jadidi,
terrific) whose impulsive poor choices
overwhelm the good deed that puts him
in the spotlight, taking him and us on a
roller-coaster ride enabled by media and
social media hungry to create and prolong
an attention-getting narrative. Farhadi
honors the complexity of his characters by
allowing different vantage points on their
behavior and motivations, thereby luring
viewers into judgements they’ll be forced
to reconsider.
4. ‘The Green Knight’ (4K Blu-ray,
Blu-ray, DVD and video on demand)

With a sure hand, writer-director David
Lowery adapts the 14th-century poetic
fable of Sir Gawain (a never-better Dev
Patel). Gorgeous, dreamy, painterly, sumptuous, with an exceptional score by Daniel
Hart and pitch-perfect performances all
around, “The Green Knight” investigates
honor, the entropy of life and the peripherally terrifying inevitability of death. As
such, this exquisitely realized medieval
period piece captures equally well the
ways we’re living now, writing large the
immutability of human nature and the
elusive courage to live honorably in spite of
existential fears.
3. ‘Drive My Car’ (in theaters now)

Ryusuke Hamaguchi is having a
moment. The Japanese director and screenwriter released two sublime films this year:
See FILM, page 20
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A R T S C E N E
FILM
continued from page 19

“Wheel of Fortune and Fantasy”
and “Drive My Car,” adapted
from Haruki Murakami’s short
story. Unfolding over three
hours, the quietly moving drama patiently accumulates emotionally unsparing intimacy to
explore the communion between
people bonded by like-minded
pain or by art: most notably, a
stage production of Chekhov’s
“Uncle Vanya” that lends “Drive
My Car” the legendary playwright’s philosophic grandeur
and template of achingly naturalistic characterization.
2. ‘The Power of the Dog’
(Netflix)

Jane Campion tops her Oscarwinning “The Piano” with this
adaptation of Thomas Savage’s
1967 novel. Himself a closeted
gay man, Savage created the ragefilled rancher Phil Burbank (a
fiery Benedict Cumberbatch,
in a career-best turn) dealing
poorly with his own repressed
sexuality in 1925 Montana. In
a year of exemplary ensembles,
none beats this cast, with Kirsten Dunst, Jesse Plemons and
Kodi Smit-McPhee all turning
in awards-worthy performances.
Add the low-key menace of Ari

Wegner’s cinematography and
Jonny Greenwood’s score, and
you get a gift from the cinema
gods.
And the best film of 2020 goes to:
1. ‘Memoria’ (theatrical
bookings TBD)

Apichatpong Weerasethakul’s
films contain multitudes. With
“Memoria,” Weerasethakul
invites you “to feel and to be in a
space” along with Tilda Swinton’s
befuddled protagonist. As she
seeks to identify and explain a
hallucinatory sound, “Memoria”
parses dreams, curses, viruses, altered states and unreliable
memories, and maps many roads
to transcendence: consciousness
and unconsciousness, sanity and
insanity, the physical and the
metaphysical, drugs versus religion. Woven through it all is the
intertwined importance of art
and investigation, as in a jazz
improvisation and one line of
dialogue implicitly linking cinema and detective work. Typically
hypnotic, Weerasethakul’s latest
trails the ineffable, the mysteries
of life always just out of reach
despite the obsessive human quest
for understanding.

Honorable mention
“Bo Burnham: Inside,” “The
Beatles: Get Back.”

The bottom five films
5. ‘Tom & Jerry’

This tin-eared attempt to revive
the ol’ animated cat and mouse
duo takes the “Who Framed
Roger Rabbit” tack of integrating
CGI versions of the characters
with hapless live action in the
hopes that something or someone
will amuse. The effects impress.
The acting, characters, story and
jokes don’t.
4. ‘The Starling’

Even with the always-welcome
Kevin Kline doing his level best as
a psychiatrist-turned-veterinarian
(don’t ask), this mawkish dramedy is out to give you an inspiration concussion. Just like Melissa
McCarthy, you will feel uplifted
on the wings of a starling. Or, well,
probably not.

Kodi Smit-McPhee and Benedict Cumberbatch are part of
the exemplary ensemble in Jane Campion’s “The Power of the Dog,” a
drama set in 1920s Montana.

3. ‘Space Jam: A New
Legacy’

2. ‘There Is No ‘I’ in
Threesome’

In case the original “Space Jam”
didn’t crush the Looney Tunes
legacy enough, Warner Bros.
drops another anvil on it with
this quarter-century-later sequel
that replaces Michael Jordan with
the slightly more talented actor
LeBron James. The result is an
interminable ad for Warner Bros.’
properties.

As self-indulgent as documentaries get, this dumpster fire
asks the not-so-burning questions “What would happen if my
fiancée and I explored an open
relationship before our wedding?”
and “Would it help if I documented the whole situation on video?”
Even the most sex-positive of
viewers will be clawing their eyeballs out to make it stop.
And the worst film of 2020 goes
to:

Courtesy Netflix

1. ‘Central Park Dark’

This execrable psychological
thriller sports Hollywood outcast
Tom Sizemore, who does the
impenetrable script no favors. It’s
a toss-up as to the film’s worst
element: its narrative incoherence,
bizarre and unlikeable characters,
poor production value, terrible
acting, or sleazy, exploitative tone.
Trust me, you don’t want to find
out.
Of course, there’s plenty more
to remember beyond 2020’s highest highs and lowest lows. Read
on for our take on the top

documentaries and the most
magical animated movies.

More top documentaries
5. “The Velvet Underground”
(AppleTV+)
4. “Flee”
3. “Faya Dayi” (The Criterion
Channel)
2. “Just Don’t Think I’ll Scream”
(MUBI)
1. “Ascension” (Paramount+)

More animated winners
5. “Belle”
4. “Encanto” (Disney+)
3. “Flee”
2. “The Summit of the Gods”
(Netflix)
1. “Cryptozoo” (Blu-ray, DVD
and video on demand)
Editor’s Note: The term “video
on demand” has been used for
films that are available for home
viewing on multiple online platforms, such as iTunes, YouTube
rental, etc. A
Peter Canavese is a freelance
movie critic and author of
the website Groucho Reviews.
You can reach him at
GrouchoReviews@aol.com.

Employment
The Almanac offers
employment advertising.
To learn more or get a quote,
please call 650.223.6582 or email
digitalads@paweekly.com.
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WHY SUPPORT

LOCAL
JOURNALISM?
Our subscribing members say it best...

“

Congratulations on managing what is a
permanent crisis and know that there
are more of us than you think who
support independent journalism and local
journalism.

”

- Jill M.

Will you join the thousands of others
supporting local journalism?
Now’s your moment to step up when we need you the most.
Subscribe now at AlmanacNews.com/join
You can also subscribe for one year by mailing a check for $120
($60 for seniors and students) to us at 450 Cambridge Ave., Palo Alto 94306.
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Food&Drink
7 predictions about the future
of dining on the Peninsula
From cross-cultural innovation to more casual fine dining,
here’s what to watch for in the new year
By Sara Hayden

I

t’s Friday evening in Menlo Park. Bells are ringing, marking 5 o’clock at a
church just down the road. At
Flea Street, the team is finishing
their family meal before guests
arrive. Jesse Cool energetically
whisks around the restaurant
she opened 41 years ago.
The stainless steel Blodgett
oven in the kitchen has been
in constant use since then, but
there’s a lot that’s new, recently
installed to adapt with the
COVID-19 pandemic. With the
help of a restaurant relief grant,
Cool was able to do a renovation: There are now high-tech
air filters, and new doors and
sliding windows for fresh air.
The blockades outside that once
encased straw bales and “barn”style dining have given way to a
new, cozy outdoor dining room
raised on a wooden platform.
“Do you remember when we
used to have to stand by the
tables and iron out the tablecloths?” Cool reminisced. That’s
unthinkable now. Wood tables
are on full display, tableclothfree for easier sanitization.
Instead of a fleet of staff
catering to each table, there
are service stands where guests
can help themselves to take and
leave what they need.
The team has replaced
stemmed glassware with stemless to make the journey over
concrete easier for outdoor
dining.
“Everything’s beautiful, but
it’s different,” Cool says.
These physical changes are
priceless in an attempt to preserve everyone’s health during
the pandemic. There have been
less visible but equally significant changes too — in operations, attitudes and mindsets.
“What’s the future of fine
dining?” I want to know. Cool
corrects me: “This isn’t fine
dining,” Cool says. “This is
‘thoughtful dining.’”
Imagining the possibilities
of what “thoughtful dining”
entails, I have faith that the
future of dining — fine, casual
and otherwise — is full of hope.
Over the past several months,
I spoke with movers and shakers who’ve helped define the

Peninsula food landscape over
the years about their predictions for what’s to come. I know
it’s a loaded question, one that’s
impossible to answer.
“If I had that crystal ball, I
don’t know if I would be in the
restaurant business,” Manresa
executive chef David Kinch says.
But among the uncertainty,
what I do hear is revealing. For
ROOH’s chief operating officer
Anu Bhambri, there’s constant
change. “Hopefully things will
come back soon. But I don’t
know what the new normal is,”
Bhambri says. “The definition of
normal keeps changing.”
As the changes come, these are
some things that will likely stay
a while.

Face masks and
proof of vaccination
remain essential
These days when going out to
eat, it’s important not only to
check a restaurant’s menu, but
also a restaurant’s COVID-19
guidance as cases of the omicron
variant have spiked in the Bay
Area.
California recently issued a
mandate that requires everyone to wear a mask in indoor
public spaces through Jan. 15.
Santa Clara County also issued
a health order recommending
that everyone who’s eligible get
vaccinated and boosted, and
that restaurants and bars require
patrons to be up-to-date on their
vaccination and show proof
upon entry.
Restaurateur Keith Richardson of Keith’s Chicken-N-Waffles advises that businesses
continue to take precautions and
follow government guidelines.
“As restaurateurs, we have to
make sure we cover the COVID
protocol and sanitation to make
people feel comfortable in their
dining experience,” Richardson
says.

In 2021, local leaders made
moves to support these critical
contributors to the economy’s
recovery during the pandemic.
The San Mateo County Board
of Supervisors approved new
grants for small businesses,
more multilingual resources,
cultural outreach and legalization of home food businesses.
Dishing up osso bucco, crepes,
cake with white chocolate and
lemon curd lava and more,
entrepreneurs across the Peninsula have since received permits
to use their home kitchens for
retail purposes.

Cross-cultural
innovation drives
Peninsula cuisine
and conversation
These are just a few businesses
that have recently emerged in
the Peninsula’s food and drink
scene that are evolving flavors
and techniques.
In Belmont, Eats Meets West
Bowls has Indian curries and
Panamanian salsas on the menu.
At Sushinaloa in Redwood City,
the team uses chipotle, chiltepin and jalapeño and other
flavors from the Mexican state
of Sinaloa to add spice to sushi.
In Menlo Park, dishes at The
Mandarin are influenced by
Cantonese, Szechuanese, Japanese cuisine and more. Brewing
With Brothas is putting its own
twist on Belgian and German
beers in East Palo Alto.
As they push culinary styles

Magali Gauthier

A server clears plates from customers dining on the patio at
The Village Pub in Woodside.

forward, one essential skill that
these entrepreneurs share is
storytelling. To introduce their
concepts to customers, they
foster connection through social
media, menu writing and more.
San Mateo’s chef Martin Yan
has branched out from television to social media, promoting
the transition from cooking
techniques that depend on fossil
fuels to induction cooktops.
At Warung Siska in Redwood
City, the team shares not only
Indonesian cuisine, but also
culture and language. On the
website, they include phrases in
Bahasa.
“I think adding those phrases
really helps to make the experience more in-depth ... Having
those words on the website was a
way to expand the dining experience for our non-Indonesian
diners as well,” principal partner
Anne Le Ziblatt said in a previous interview.
At Aurum in Los Altos, chef
Manish Tyagi writes menus

Small businesses
continue to be vital
In San Mateo County, the
U.S. Census Bureau reports that
small business is big business:
More than 97% of employers
had fewer than 100 employees
in 2018.
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Veronica Weber

Jesse Cool sits in a booth in her restaurant, Flea St. Café, in Menlo
Park.

that tell a story about his influences as someone who grew up
in northern India and professionally trained in French and
Italian cuisines.
On his dish “I’m Not Pasta
— Spinach & Paneer Lasagne”
(which gained renown on the
reality show “Beat Bobby Flay”),
Tyagi says, “The representation
is Italian, but there is nothing
Italian except using that style or
technique. Everything is Indian
after that.”
For the Mr. Potato — Potato
Spiral Chaat, Tyagi says, “Here
I’m using a Korean technique to
cut the potatoes to make a tornado potato in a spiral and using
the same method the same way
we make our chaats in India.”
With different interpretations
of these dishes, Tyagi hopes
guests take away a new appreciation for the varied cuisines of his
country: “Indian food has much
more to offer,” Tyagi says.

Fine dining flexes
toward casual
Fine-dining establishments
had to rethink business models
that once heavily depended
on what could be experienced
in person — attentive service
throughout the meal, the careful orchestration and timing of
multiple courses, crisp tablecloths, the luxury price points.
These historic hallmarks of
“fine” don’t readily translate
toward the takeout model that
local ordinances required at the
start of the pandemic.
Along with other sectors of
the food and beverage industry,
fine dining suffered during the
pandemic. Operators reported that their off-premise sales
accounted for less than 20% of

F O O D

their on-premise sales. More
than 60% said that their staffing levels were more than 20%
below normal.
The Bacchus Group, which
counts the Michelin-starred
Village Pub, Selby’s and Spruce
among its restaurants, experienced this. Founding partner
Tim Stannard recalls the pain
of being presented with laying
off staff.
The team met, and decided
they’d try a limited run of
three-course meals delivered
via DoorDash. They called it
the “family meal” and sold out
in 40 minutes. Could the more
casual meal service keep the
team together? At the peak of
the program, the Bacchus Group
opened all its kitchens to support demand.
“It was a strange thing. I never
thought I’d be cooking spaghetti
and meatballs and chocolate
pudding, but here we are,” Stannard says.
After the onset of the pandemic, three-Michelin-starred
Manresa offered a takeout menu
for more than a year.
“A lot of our menus weren’t
expensive menus, they were
everyday menus for everybody
on a Tuesday or Thursday — not
just a special occasion,” executive chef David Kinch says. “I
think people appreciated that.
People were coming on a regular
basis.”
Other fine-dining restaurateurs are experimenting with
casual angles too, both out of
necessity and a desire for more
creative freedom.
Meichih and Michael Kim,
formerly co-chefs at Palo Alto’s
fine-dining destination Maum,
launched Băo Bèi the fall. At
State Street Market in Los Altos,
they serve $9.50 spicy pork belly
and fried shrimp bao and $15
dan dan noodles. For them, the
potential for community fostered by a food hall environment
was the main draw.
“Given how the pandemic
forced us to stay indoors, I think
we lost touch with connecting,
and that feeling of being around
others,” Meichih Kim said prior
to Băo Bèi’s opening.
Bruno and Christie Chemel
recently spun out a new concept,
separate from their restaurant
Baumé that maintained two
Michelin stars between 2011 and
2019. B Deux Go (also known
as “B 2 Go”) serves sandwiches
priced at $14.98 from the door
of the same kitchen where they
prepare Baumé’s multicourse
menu that runs hundreds of
dollars per person. On B 2 Go’s
menu, the croque-style sandwich’s béchamel sauce is simply
noted as “white sauce.”
“The concept is honest sandwiches for honest people,”
Chemel said in a previous interview. “There’s nothing fancy.”

There are still plenty of opportunities for luxurious tablecloths and multicourse dinners,
but because of these new, more
flexible approaches, guests who
might not have had access to
“fine dining” can now experience very fine food because of
them.
Still, fine dining is here to stay,
Kinch says.
“I think that what fine dining is truly all about is to offer
a truly stellar experience. Fine
dining is not going to go away.
There’s always going to be
people who demand this type of
experience, but there are things
that are going to have to change.
We’re starting to see that now,”
Kinch says.
“There’s a certain degree of
casualness coming into it, and
a little bit more flexibility with
people’s dietary concerns.”

Diners get social —
with dogs
On March 16, 2020, San Mateo
County instituted an ordinance
to “shelter in place” — urging
people to isolate themselves as
much as possible following a
state of emergency declared by
Gov. Gavin Newsom.
Just as soon as the new restaurant ROOH Palo Alto had
opened, it had to close.
“When we left, we were like,
‘It’s a couple of weeks. We’ll be
back soon,’” Bhambri remembers. “And it went on and on.”
Now, people are hungry for
restaurants not only for their
food, but for the connections
they foster.
“I strongly feel like restaurants are an essential part of
our life. We all go out, connect
with people, connect with family,” Bhambri says. “That social
aspect of life is so important. We
are social animals.”
Recently, the ROOH Palo Alto
team has stocked up on blankets
and other outdoor dining amenities to keep guests warm during the winter, ramping up for
an increased demand in on-site
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dining.
While some people are eager
to get out, they’re also reluctant
to leave their pets behind. Many
people turned to animals for
support during the pandemic.
In a National Geographic survey, 87% of respondents indicated that their animal helped
them cope with the pandemic.
Ali El Safy’s Bistro Vida in
Menlo Park has long taken
inspiration from France in multiple ways, from the decor to the
open-air markets. Now, there’s
also beautiful outdoor spaces
to enjoy leisurely meals with
friends and family — including
dogs.
“We become dog-friendly,”
says El Safy, who has a pitbull
he describes as a “big baby.”
“Everybody in the pandemic,
they get dogs. Now everybody
wants to go with their dog. It’s
the whole family — (the dog) is
part of the family.”

Teams prioritize
well-being and care
In August, the New York
Times reported that San Mateo
County experienced the largest
increase in food stamp enrollment in the state since January
2020. There was a more than
40% increase in the number of
people depending on the CalFresh food benefit program.
As the need for meals rose,
dozens of local restaurants
donated. As one example, 84
restaurants participated in the
Great Plates program and served
2.7 million meals to 4,689 clients
in San Mateo County. Federal
funding for that program ended
in the summer, but the need for
meals remains.
“Those who have (must) take
care of those who don’t have,”
Flea Street’s Jesse Cool says.
At the same time, restaurateurs are working on avoiding
burnout for themselves and
their teams. Creating a supportive culture is essential.
Cool says that the pandemic
brought to light industry issues

Magali Gauthier

RiSean “Bookie” Tinsley, left, and Denzel Jackson of Brewing
With Brothas in East Palo Alto.

that had already been glaring.
“(That) was justice in our
industry, how many dysfunctions and inequality (and)
unhealthy lifestyles there were,”
Cool says.
It’s essential to ensure that
people are paid well and have
sufficient time off, she says. The
Flea Street team will be on break
Jan. 1 through Jan. 10.
“That’s my job — how to
figure out how to give a better
lifestyle to the people who take
care of others and who take care
of me and the business,” Cool
says. “The customer comes last.
If we take care of where the food
comes from, and the people who
wash the dishes and the people
who cook, then they will take
care of the guest.”
Flea Street only serves dinner
instead of three meals a day,
giving the team more time to
recharge between meal services.
The restaurant also closes twice
a year. Cool also advocates
for more equal compensation
between kitchen and service
staff — what Cool calls “Heart
of House” instead of “back of
house” and “front of house.”
“We simply still believe that
both service and production
are a much more equal part of a
guest’s meal,” Cool says.
At a time when more than 3
out of 5 restaurant workers have
reported abuse or disrespect
from customers — from refusing to follow pandemic precautions to other forms of harassment — restaurant leaders must
find ways to support their staff.
“Those who gave our staff a
really hard time, sometimes I’d
just have to say to them, ‘It’s OK
if you don’t eat here,’” Cool says.

Humans team up,
and sometimes
robots too
Nationally, 4 out of 5 restaurateurs say recruiting and retention is their greatest challenge.
This hits close to home: According to Tony Han of Tai Pan in
Palo Alto, just about every Bay
Area restaurant in an industry
group of 36 reported having a
staffing shortage.
“A lot of these restaurants are
on a skeleton crew right now,”
says Wyatt Fields of Breakwater
Barbecue in El Granada. “You
cannot find anyone to work
right now.”
Restaurateurs have been devising different ways to handle
this, including offering more
competitive incentives and flexibility, sharing staff with other
restaurants or pivoting operations to make the most of their
teams’ bandwidth.
Dino Tekdemir closed Anatolian Kitchen and has plans to
reopen as Naschmarkt Palo Alto
— a sister restaurant to a location in Campbell. The idea is to

bring talent from the Campbell
location to the Palo Alto one, so
the existing team can use their
existing skills, without having
to retrain.
The team at Roger Bar and
Restaurant in Mountain View
has been experimenting with
using robots, from Redwood
City’s Bear Robotics. The team
has programmed robots to
return dishes to the kitchen.
That helps free up the human
team to focus on other guest
interactions.
“What we don’t want for the
guest to feel is they’re not getting
any service,” food and beverages
director Jacky Li says.
In that regard, robots are no
substitute for humans. Restaurants still have a strong demand
for more people.
“If we play this out, we have
to entice people to work for us,
which means we have to raise the
wages,” Han says. “Now we’re
essentially in a very competitive
state, with our fellow restaurant
owners trying to secure these
helps. A lot of the skill sets, we’re
looking for the same people, but
we have to incentivize this. The
cost is going to snowball and be
reflected to the customer.”
As the labor shortage continues, Fields suggests that restaurant guests stay in respectful communication with staff
about what they need, and have
compassion.
“We’re only human back
there,” Fields says.

Looking forward
The pandemic isn’t over, and
new guidance emerges daily.
“We’ll need to adapt to a
new set of scenarios and keep
changing, keep learning. That’s
the only way going forward,”
ROOH’s Bhambri says.
In the meantime, the pandemic has reset values as people seek
support and safe reconnection.
“Something happened. We
(had) lost the value of food,” Flea
Street’s Cool says. “A lot of us are
weaving our way out ...The kindness I feel now again, the collaboration, the respect is really
wonderful. And of course you
taste that in food.” A
Email Associate Digital
Editor Sara Hayden
at peninsulafoodist@
almanacnews.com.
Dig into food news. Follow
the Peninsula Foodist on
Instagram @peninsulafoodist
and subscribe to the newsletter
at almanacnews.com/express/
foodist to get insights on the
latest openings and closings,
learn what the Foodist is
excited about eating, read
exclusive interviews and keep
up on the trends affecting local
restaurants.
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Completely Remodeled
Mansion Court Condominium

10 MANSION COURT #713 | MENLO PARK | $2,798,000 | 10MANSIONCT.COM
Desirable Sharon Heights location | Rear corner unit with 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths | Completely remodeled
Spacious 1-level with ~2,925 square feet of living space | 2 designated parking spaces | Excellent Las Lomitas schools

For a private showing of this extraordinary property, please contact:
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HUGH CORNISH

STEPHANIE ELKINS
VAN LINGE

Ranked #1 Agent in SF Bay Area

650.619.6461

650.400.2933

Coldwell Banker, 2019, 2020

hcornish@cbnorcal.com

stephanie.elkins@cbnorcal.com

Ranked #78 in the United States

CalRE#00912143

CalRE#00897565

HughCornish.com

The Wall Street Journal, 2021

Over $3 Billion in Sales

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely
upon it without personal veriﬁcation. Real estate agents afﬁliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2022 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. CalRE #01908304.
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