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Extreme Eichler
Bones of original home
allow full inside makeover

Let there be light
Architect beats space
challenge to remodel
two-story for growing family
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ON THE COVER
In this Mountain View Eichler, the walls of a former
laundry room and part of the kitchen were removed
to create a larger, more open kitchen. Photo by
Veronica Weber
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HOME DESIGN

The bright, naturally lit atrium greets visitors as they enter the home. The atrium has a partial roof but is open to the elements. One of the owner’s favorite
“rooms” is the atrium.

Seamless transition
Eichler’s original “bones” provide structure
for extreme update
by Elizabeth Lorenz | photos by Veronica Weber

A

ll Cookie Apichairuk and her husband, John Hayes, wanted
was a modern-style or Joseph Eichler-built home within walking distance of Hayes’ work in Mountain View.
That pretty much left them with one neighborhood to choose
from, just west of El Camino Real off of Miramonte Avenue.
In spite of the narrowness of their options, they were able to find
their home, situated on a curving, quiet street. It was a doublegabled Eichler with two sharp triangles, one behind the other, in
the middle between two flat roof lines stretching to the left and
right, a style Eichler developed in the early 1970s.
The home was in need of a major facelift even though the
classic original bones of the home were solid, according to Klopf
Architecture of San Francisco. The couple found Klopf through
their neighbors, who had hired the company for a remodel on their
home.
The exterior walls of the home were updated with Western red
cedar siding. The front door was painted a bright neon yellow. The
original siding of the home had been covered over with stucco and
couldn’t be saved. The new siding is echoed in two of the interior
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walls including the living room.
Apichairuk loves the home’s atrium. “I like that I’m outside before
I’m outside,” she said. She said she may start having her morning
coffee in her atrium, with its filtered sunlight and outdoor feel. The
atrium has simple wall-mounted plants and one tall exotic tree in
the middle. It is tiled with 2-by-2-foot gray matte porcelain tiles,
which flow into the identical glossy tiles that cover the interior of
the home’s floors. The backyard also is tiled with the matte gray
tiles.
The home was one of five featured in the 2017 Silicon Valley
Home Tour on June 3.
The architect, John Klopf, acquired several white globe pendant
lights similar to those in original Eichlers, except with LED bulbs,
and mounted them in a row in the living room/dining room. The
contractors removed the wall of the original laundry room and a
wall between the kitchen and the living room to create one big,
open great room flowing into the kitchen.
“We ended up with a cross-beam on the roof that holds up the
ceiling beams,” Klopf said. “That’s how they have such a long span
without collapsing.”
For structural reasons, the kitchen has one small 4-foot wall
separating it from the family room. The wall has a storage chest
against it. “At first I was disappointed that we needed a wall,”
Apichairuk said, but now, “I’m really glad we have it because I don’t
know where we’d put the light switches.”
The built-in kitchen island is painted yellow on one end and has
(continued on page 8)
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Take back your weekends
Home
Preservation
Stewardship
provides essential
preventive maintenance
to preserve the value
and lifespan of your
home. Never worry
about home care again.

Why Bay Area
homeowners rely on
Home Preservation
Services
Home
Preservation
Services will
provide:

• Seasonal maintenance visits
• 260 annual tasks and inspections
• Tracking, managing and reporting
on all home maintenance
• Database of all your home appliances
• Home repairs, refinishing and remodeling
• On-call for 24/7 emergency service

“Helping to get your home in top
shape and keep it that way!”
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1178 Los Altos Ave., Los Altos
888.844.0007
www.homepreservation.com
LIC #782552

“Most homeowners lack
the time and resources to
correct the deterioration
that occurs in a house
due to weather, aging, and
normal wear, and delaying maintenance
can result in more expensive repairs
and reduced value. However, with
Home Preservation Service’s quarterly,
proactive maintenance service, every
element and system of the house is
checked and maintained so the home
stays in top-notch condition. “
—Dayna Shamrock

Meyer Appliances
A Design Company Specializing in
Kitchen & Bath and Complete Remodels

MEYER APPLIANCES
KITCHENS & BATHS
Family Owned Since 1946
861 E. El Camino
Mt. View, CA 94040

650-968-7866
kitchensbymeyer.com
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HOME DESIGN

The architect removed former laundry-room walls as well as a wall between the kitchen and living room to create one big open room. For structural reasons,
the architect added a crossbeam on the roof so it can have a long span.
(continued from page 4)

midcentury-modern-style white bar chairs pulled up to it. The
4-foot-by-10-foot kitchen window lets whoever is at the sink look
out into the backyard. One side of the kitchen is a wall of cabinets
with a refrigerator that blends into flush white glass cabinet doors
with stainless steel frames hidden inside. The countertops are white
Caesarstone. Behind the wall of cabinets is the laundry room, which
was added using extra space from an irregularly shaped garage.
The living room’s original 14-foot ceiling was left alone except
to replace the wood and add wiring for the updated electrical
system. The ceilings throughout the home are stained light blueish
gray redwood. The natural brick living room fireplace is original
except the couple retrofitted it with a gas insert.
From the living room, you can see the large “fire wall” outside,
a gas fireplace built into a low gray wall with twin bright yellow
couches in front of it.
The side yard off the kitchen has a barbecue set up with a
pergola covering a large table for entertaining. The pergola was
original but was cut down in size a bit in the remodel.
The landscaping is drought tolerant, with bamboo along a side
fence, low-mow grass and also some raised beds for planting
vegetables.
The original radiant heating remains under the floors. The
couple added air-conditioning but needed two units to accommodate the floor plan of the house. One unit wouldn’t have been
enough without having to add an unsightly duct.
The bedroom wing has a cork tile hallway that leads to a
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corner office, which has one wall in common with the atrium
and a sliding glass door.
In the master bedroom, the head of the bed is tucked within a
line of built-in wardrobes with a high window above. This allowed
the room to be larger by removing the master closet.
The bedrooms and bathrooms use walnut vanities and cabinets
to offset the white walls. One bathroom has a small opaque sliding
door with a screen that opens to a side yard.
The master bathroom has a teak slat-floored double shower,
which complements the walnut cabinet and white countertops. H+G
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home and Real Estate Editor
at the Palo Alto Weekly.

RESOURCES
Home: 1,953 square feet, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms in Mountain View
Architect: Klopf Architecture, San Francisco, John Klopf, Klara Kevane
and Yegvenia Torres-Zavala
Landscape Architect: Outer Space Landscape Architects, San Francisco
Structural Engineer: Sezen & Moon, Campbell
Contractor: Flegel’s Construction, San Jose
Duration of project: Just over 1 year
Challenge: Taking out walls to create openness without sacrificing
structure. Updating electrical and air-conditioning without taking away
from simple lines of the home’s design.
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Everything for your GARDEN and more
— FRESH Local Sod Daily —

504 Sq. Ft. picked up!

Only $297
Enjoy the Benefits
of Natural Sod
• Creates oxygen
• Fire barrier
• Filters water
• Cools temperature
11155 Lena Ave, Gilroy • 408.846.4555
www.garden-accents.net

602 Palm Ave, Morgan Hill
408.463.0500
www.grassfarm.com



RELOCATION SALE ON NOW 
WE HAVE RELOCATED TO: 3592 #B HAVEN AVE, REDWOOD CITY
Over 20 Styles of Tables

3 Different Styles
of Deep Seating Sets

OVER 20 COLORS



Sunbrella
Cushions

Largest Outdoor Furniture Store On The Peninsula


Open Daily –TO 6
650-366-0411

www.TomsOutdoorFurniture.com

3592 #B Haven Ave
Redwood City 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Working the angles
ADDING SECOND STORY TO HOUSE ON
PIE-SHAPED LOT OFFERED DESIGN CHALLENGE
by Carol Blitzer | photos by Veronica Weber
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Above: The home’s style is described by the architect as “transitional,” with elements of Craftsman, traditional and more modern. Below: In the master bathroom,
there are bamboo cabinets with built-in electrical outlets, as well as double square sinks and a black honed-slate countertop. A sun tunnel in the master shower allows
maximum light.

W

hen Jen and Kevin Beedon found their ranch-style home in the St.
Francis Acres neighborhood of Mountain View in 2003, it suited
their needs perfectly.
But by the time their second child was born in 2008, the house was bursting at the seams. Soon they set to work contemplating just what they could
do on their pie-wedge-shaped lot at the end of a cul-de-sac.
They started by having an architect survey the lot and figure out the setback requirements. Then they went looking for a designer who could actually create something on the odd-shaped lot that didn’t really work well with
typical 90-degree angles. Previous owners had given up on expansion plans.
Kacey Fitzpatrick of Avalon Enterprises took on the challenge, adding
two bedrooms and a bathroom for the kids upstairs, as well as a masterbedroom suite after having many conversations with the Beedons to determine how they use every room of their house and just what was missing.
Downstairs, Fitzpatrick kicked up the squat living room with a 14-foot
angled ceiling, turned a bedroom into a family room, another into a guest
room/office and a third into a home office, with space for the new staircase.
“Some people could feel disoriented by odd angles,” Fitzpatrick said. One
could “fight it or work with it,” Jen Beedon added.
Fitzpatrick described the style of the remodeled home as “transitional,”
blending Craftsman, traditional and more modern touches. New moldings
surround every window and door, giving the home a richness that the old
ranch home lacked.
The only changes made to the kitchen were removing the linoleum,
extending the wood floors that were refinished downstairs and adding a
chalkboard wall next to the eating area.
In the living/dining area, three skylights were added to the angled ceiling.
(continued on page 15)

Left: Kacey Fitzpatrick of Avalon Enterprises kicked up the squat ceiling in the living
room to 14 feet. An old pellet stove was replaced with a gas fireplace with a stone
surround. Drywall, painted a deep blue-gray, covers the old red brick. Color was
used sparingly here, including an orange chandelier over the dining-room table.
SUMMER 2017 | 13

“Real food with real quality,
selection and price”

Visit us online:
collegeterracemarket.com

• 43 designated, underground, parking spaces
• Designated parking-garage elevator
• Award-winning Isabella Costa’s Bakery/Deli
• Locally-sourced organic Produce
• Full-service Meat, Poultry, Seafood and Cheese
• Meals-2-Go!
• More than 12,000 items

2100 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
Open Mon-Fri 7am-9pm,
Sat & Sun 7am-8pm
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

The landing at the top of the stairs was oriented to overlook the street for the best light.
(continued from page 13)

Sliding-glass doors now lead to the deck outside and the old pellet
stove was replaced with a gas fireplace with a brown stone surround
and no mantel. Drywall, painted a deep blue-gray, covers the old red
brick.
Color was used sparingly and effectively throughout — above the
living-room fireplace, two orange walls in the family room, an orange
chandelier over the dining-room table, olive green in the master
bedroom.
The master bedroom is a very unsquare room; at first, it seems the
floor boards were laid at an angle, but they’re straight. The room is
not. Off the bedroom is a warren of closet space, with shelves for
laundry baskets, floor-to-ceiling shoe shelves and a jewelry drawer.
The large master-bathroom shower features a showerhead on the left
and a hand-held fixture on the right. A waterfall pattern of tile cascades
down the wall. Bamboo cabinets, many with built-in electric plugs,
double square sinks and a black honed-slate counter complete the room.
Since natural light was extremely important to the Beedons,
Fitzpatrick made sure to add a sun tunnel in the master shower and
to orient the landing and master bedroom windows to overlook their
street. Energy efficiency was also key, so “improving the thermal
envelope” became their mantra as they replaced the furnace and added
ceiling fans, creating a fresh-air ventilation system. “This is superinsulated, energy efficient,” Fitzpatrick said.
Along the way, Fitzpatrick worked with the Beedons to define
trade-offs: Yes, they could bump out a wall to enlarge the already
roomy kitchen, but was the price worth it?
Some things evolved as the project progressed: Originally, they did
not plan to replace the downstairs interior doors, but once the new
upstairs was completed, they opted for the continuity of style.

And some items were added to the future list: Installing an attic fan
(but with the space framed in), building a desk under the windows at
the top stair landing; finishing the landscaping.
During construction, the family was able to rent the house next door,
so the couple was always on hand to answer questions as they arose.
“An added benefit is our kids got to see the process,” Jen said.
The latest project to be completed is landscaping the front yard,
which now has a stamped concrete driveway and walkway to the front
door, water-conserving native plants in mounds, with boulders and
an olive tree. H+G
Freelance writer Carol Blitzer can be emailed at carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

RESOURCES
Design/Build: Kacey Fitzpatrick, Avalon Enterprises, Los Altos,
650-906-7029
Landscape design: Jody Stix Garsia, Santa Cruz, 831-464-3652,
www.jodylandscapedesigns.com
Chandelier: LZF Link Suspension, www.lzf-lamps.com
Closet: Valet Custom Cabinets & Closets, Campbell, 408-370-1041,
www.valetcustom.com
Goal of project: Add second story, with three bedrooms upstairs;
create angled ceiling in living room
Year house built: 1957
Size of home, lot: Began as 1,408-sq-ft, 3-bedroom, 2 baths;
now 2,284-sq-ft, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths on a 7,600-sq-ft lot
Time to complete: About six to nine months to design,
a year to save more money, nine months to build
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HERE TODAY...

GONE TOMORROW!
Get your one-of-a-kind
designer furniture, home
accessories and jewelry

before someone
else does!

NEW ITEMS DAILY!
All at consignment
prices...of course!

CAMPBELL 408.871.8890
CORTE MADERA 415.924.6691
DANVILLE 925.866.6164

MOUNTAIN VIEW 650.964.7212
SAN CARLOS 650.508.8317
16 LOCATIONS IN CALIFORNIA, NEVADA & TEXAS

www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com
16 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

• Wholesale
decorative fabrics
and upholstery
services
• Custom slipcovers
• Family owned
business for 30 years
in the same location
• No job too small!
• Free local pick up
and delivery
• Located on the same
street as Stanford
Medical

650-364-0777

•

874 & 878 DOUGLAS AVENUE, REDWOOD CITY

InteriorDecoratorsUpholstery.net • Monday - Friday 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Locally owned and operated
905 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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Embrace Elegance

2016

650-384-6326

www.menloﬂooring.com
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D O - I T- Y O U R S E L F

Waterproof placemats are a perfect way to dress up your picnic table for
eating al fresco all summer long.

Al fresco art
ADD WHIMSY TO EATING OUTDOORS
by Nicole Macuil | photos by Veronica Weber

S

ummer is here and the tug to eat outdoors is strong, but your
picnic table looks kind of ordinary. At the same time, are the
kids restless and looking for something fun to do? How about
combining both needs? Have the kids decorate placemats for your
next barbecue. It’s fun, easy and affordable. Get creative and look
for fun-shaped items in your kitchen to make different designs with
paint (that should easily wash off). The kids will have a blast, and
you will have new, waterproof placemats to show off and use outside
for the rest of the summer. H+G
Nicole Macuil lives in Palo Alto and is the owner
of wishesandwows.com, a party-planning platform.

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS AND DO-IT-YOURSELFERS
In occasional editions of Home + Garden Design, this Do-It-Yourself section
will feature a house or garden project with simple steps to help local
residents’ homes go from zero to beautiful. If you have a project or skill you
would like to share, please email the editor at editor@paweekly.com.
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MATERIALS NEEDED:
• Cork placemats (available at
IKEA)
• Acrylic paints (variety of
colors)
• Rubber stamps

• Potato masher
• Sponges cut into shapes
• Paint brushes
• Mod Podge (glossy) or other
brand of collage paste

D O - I T- Y O U R S E L F

1

Pick out your design. I chose to do a garden theme, with
grass and flowers. Use a sponge or brush to make grass
along the bottom portion of the placemat. You could also
choose to do a beach theme with sand, water and umbrellas.

4

2

Pour a generous amount of paints onto a palette and dip
the potato masher or other tool into the paint. Apply it to
the placemat to make flowers, holding down firmly to make
sure the paint is spread evenly.

3

Another option is to use stamps with handles for other
designs, or use rubber stamps from a stationery store.

Use a brush or sponges with a handle to paint the flower
stems and leaves. Add insects like dragonflies or ladybugs. Once you have a design you like, let it dry completely.

5

Apply an even coat of Mod Podge over the entire placemat. It will look white going on but it will dry clear. Let it
dry completely until it’s not sticky. Now you have waterproof
placemats for eating al fresco all summer long.
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An amazing
collection featuring
more than 100
freestanding tubs

Giant Selection of Walk in Tubz

Come put your
tootsies in our

25 DIFFERENT WALK-IN TUBS
Including the largest selection of whirlpool bathtubs

For hours of operation,
visit us at www.tubz.net

in a single showroom anywhere in the world!

*Number of “hands-on/feet-in” tubz on display

FREMONT - 400* • 4796 Davenport Place, Fremont, CA 94538 • 510.770.8686
OPEN; SUN-THURS CLOSED: FRIDAY & SATURDAY • NEW: (]HPSHISL-YPKH`6US`)`(WW[^P[O1LYLT`
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GARDEN DESIGN

Sally Buynoski can easily prune her plants or pick fruit in her front yard. Behind her is a special planting bed her husband, Matthew, built from a kit using blended
cement and woodchip sides, which will last longer than wood.

A garden with no limits
PALO ALTAN HAS VISION FOR ACCESSIBLE GARDENS
by Elizabeth Lorenz | photos by Michelle Le

S

ally Buynoski loves gardening and doesn’t let her limited walking
ability from a long-ago brain injury stop her from gardening, or even
being a Palo Alto master gardener for the last eight years. She recently
spearheaded the building of a special accessible garden bed at the Palo Alto
Demonstration Garden next to Eleanor Pardee Park.
She picked the dimension and the materials and now is tweaking the
special lightweight soil in the bed to make sure it nurtures the seedling
beans and strawberries she has carefully planted. The sides and bottom
of the planting bed are made mostly of Trex, a patented material made
of spent sawdust and plastic, also called composite lumber. The bed has
been constructed to make it easier for a person in a wheelchair to pull
up to the side of it and be able to work with their arms extended over it
planting or weeding or digging.
The bed is about 8 feet long and 4 feet wide and 33 inches tall. The
back half of the bed has a vertical side that’s high enough for someone
with a bad back or mobility issues to work at comfortably.
The front half is a “wedge,” Buynoski said, and was designed using
ADA codes so that “a person in a wheelchair can roll under the long
wedge and work like working at a desk.” The outer part of the wedge is
only 6 inches deep (right around a person’s belly sitting down) while the
other side is about 16 inches deep (at a person’s knees).
The side goes at a sharp angle so that the wheelchair can “park” and the

person’s legs can tuck under it. In Buynoski’s case, she can pull her walker
up and work without bending down too far and straining her back.
Why Trex and not wood? “So no splinters. It’s important for people
who can’t feel below the waist,” she said. Buynoski explained that those
who are paralyzed could be at a higher risk of getting a splinter from a
wooden bed and not notice the splinter until it became infected.
The idea for the accessible bed sprang from some other master gardeners after a visit from a woman in a wheelchair.
“We have had two visits from ladies in wheelchairs, and both were
thrilled to see it and to test it out,” Buynoski said. “A number of people in
the bad back/hip/knee category, and several who were just not interested
in bending over at their age, were also tickled with the bed.”
A granite-fines path was installed at the garden, paid for by a grant
from the Moore Foundation to the Friends of Master Gardeners.
The height of the bed is the same as what a desk would be for someone
in a wheelchair. “We borrowed a wheelchair, and I noted that the elevated
wing could be deeper and closer to the ground near the knees, since our
laps slope down and the wheelchair arms end about the person’s hip. We
felt it was important to get that elevated wing as deep as possible, and for
the soil from each side to flow into the other, given the rooting needs of
plants. That wing is 8 inches deep on the outer wall and 16 inches deep
where it joins the box. The height of the whole box is 33 inches.”
She says the gardeners also thought about how certain plants look at eye
level for a person rolling along in a wheelchair. “That is why we have strawberry plants along the front of the box: They look good, they taste good, and
they are good to eat. They also grow well in only 8 inches of soil,” she said.
She said they knew that something tall like tomatoes, grown in the
(continued on page 24)
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THE DREYFUS GROUP RECENT LISTINGS & SALES

ACTIVE

1250 CAÑADA DR, WOODSIDE
Offered at $14,995,000

ACTIVE

653 WILDWOOD LN, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,250,000

SOLD
345 GOLDEN OAK DR, PORTOLA VALLEY

Offered at $6,995,000

ACTIVE

ACTIVE

525 CENTER DR, PALO ALTO
Offered at $7,995,000

ACTIVE
14700 MANUELLA RD, LOS ALTOS HILLS

Offered at $3,800,000

152 MELVILLE AVE, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,250,000

SALE PENDING

1171 ORANGE AVE, MENLO PARK
Offered at $2,398,000

SOLD

1320 WEBSTER ST, PALO ALTO
Offered at $5,750,000

SOLD

5 PHILLIPS RD, PALO ALTO
Offered at $4,300,000

COMING SOON
5BR/6BA Woodside
Vacant Land Woodside
5BR/2BA Duveneck
SOLD

231 WINDING WAY, WOODSIDE
Represented Buyer

SOLD

393 ATHERTON AVE, ATHERTON
Offered at $8,500,000

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the
offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. Sotheby’s
International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service
marks used with permission. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.
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ACTIVE

SILICON VALLEY ESTATE | Offered at $68,000,000

ACTIVE

17 MILE DR, PEBBLE BEACH | Offered at $44,888,00

Michael
Dreyfus
650.485.3476
m.dreyfus@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01121795

Noelle
Queen
650.427.9211
n.queen@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01917593

Ashley
Banks
650.544.8968
a.banks@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01913361

Lisa
Keith
650.703.8644
lisa@lisakeith.com
CalBRE 00882247

Dulcy
Freeman
650.804.8884
d.freeman@ggsir.com
CalBRE 01342352
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GARDEN DESIGN
(continued from page 21)

deep side, would be hard to reach for a person truly confined to a wheelchair. “They could use a fruit-harvester tool for that. We are experimenting with what are called ‘container vegetables’ which can grow in a small
container pot on the patio. This will put the harvest within reach of the
wheelchair, we hope. Also, in past years, we have had Zephyr squash. It
was a show-stopper when it got long enough to drape over the edge of
the box, with its big leaves and yellow fruits with green tips.”
Sally was also able to construct (with her husband Matthew’s help
and building skills) three beds in her own front yard on Emerson Street.
She picked the kits online and chose panels made of a blend of cement
and woodchips, which provide longevity (pure wood won’t last as long)
without the heaviness of pure concrete. The corners are connected with
metal, and the tops of the beds are trimmed with cedar.
“We used to have a willow tree that had an enormous rose bush in it,”
Matthew said. “Then the tree got diseased and had to be removed.” At
that point, Sally saw an opportunity. Besides being easier to garden in
the beds, he said they enable Sally to use better soil than the adobe soil
typical of Palo Alto, which tends to be harder to grow things in.
Buynoski had her husband arrange the beds diagonally to maximize
space but also be far enough apart for her to get her walker through and
be able to turn around.
She rotates her crops in the beds. This year, she is focusing on peppers, squash, strawberries and blueberries. One bed is just dedicated to
flowers. All of Buynoski’s beds, as well as the ones at the demonstration
garden, have automatic drip systems built in.
Half Moon Bay Garden Coach Jack McKinnon, a regular Weekly
columnist, helped build an accessible prayer and meditation labyrinth on

Buynoski is a passionate gardener with an abundantly planted front yard. Her paths
accommodate her walker so she can access her plants.

the Peninsula a few years ago. Typically it’s done on a fairly level surface,
he said. In this case, the challenge was to make a 400-square-foot circle
perfectly level so the rain wouldn’t puddle up and people could access it.
He used “gold fines,” also known as decomposed granite.
“That lays down nicely, flattens out, can be rolled out in a wheelchair or
people who are not very ambulatory can walk on it,” he said.
In a garden that you want to be able to have people who are disabled
enjoy, it’s important to think low, he said. “And also … plantings —
floral, fragrant, tactile, something that people can touch — need to be
lower too.” H+G
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home and Real Estate Editor
for the Palo Alto Weekly.

Are you thinking about a ﬁrepit?
If you’re wondering how
much gas is needed or how
much heat can be generated,
visit The Fireplace Element.
We are firepit specialists and
general contractors. We carry
premade firepits as well as all
the components for custom
firepits and fireplaces.

We will ensure that your
project meets your vision.
FREE 40lbs of GLASS
with Firepit purchase

Monday - Friday 9:30am - 5pm 2OG0LGGOHðHOG:D\0RXQWDLQ9LHZ (650) 938-2000 WKHðUHSODFHHOHPHQWFRP
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We’ve painted some of the

48
020
6
.
Lic

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES
on the Peninsula.

For A Prompt Estimate Please Call:

(650) 321-9302
Beautify, Protect and
Preserve your Most
Important Investment

Visit Us On The Web At:

www.stanfordpainting.com

Quality Interior and
Exterior Painting
Residential and Commercial

Family Owned since 1988
Protect Your Family We’re Lead Safe Certiﬁed
5-Year Warranty
Free Estimates
Stanford Painting is not afﬁliated
with Stanford University

Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation
Serving the Bay Area Since 1998.

Yes, We Offer
FREE in-house
INSPECTIONS
and ESTIMATES.
Entry Doors
Interior Doors
Windows Moulding
Door Hardware

394 State St
Los Altos

650-559-8281

Visit: PremierDoorServices.Biz
State Contractor Lic # 790327

5853 Winﬁeld Blvd
San Jose

408-281-3219
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My Closet.
My Home. My Style.
My Budget. My Life.

20% OFF
Plus FREE Installation
Some restrictions apply.

CUSTOM CLOSETS | HOME OFFICES | PANTRIES | LAUNDRY ROOMS | GARAGES AND MORE...

Call for FREE Design Consultation

650-595-9999
www.closetfactory.com
www.facebook.com/closetfactory
follow us: www.twitter.com/closetfactory
©2014 Closet Factory. All rights reserved.

Scan
for Yelp
Reviews
CA Lic.#931740

H A N D Y H A R D WA R E

Drawer pulls can transform
a space from blah to wow
WITHOUT TOUCHING A DEMO HAMMER,
A ROOM CAN BE EASILY UPDATED
by Sophie Pollock

O

ne of the simplest ways to refresh a space in your home is with
new hardware. The cheap and noninvasive change can bring
life to any kitchen or bathroom.
Trendy drawer pulls can easily be found in and around Palo Alto.
Whether a home is traditional or midcentury modern, a small
change like drawer pulls have a large impact on a room’s aesthetic.
One new trend in the hardware world is integrated styles
in which the handles of cabinets or drawers lie flat and are
reminiscent of the door handles of a Tesla automobile, said Keith
Quiggins, the president of Rococo & Taupe Inc. in Menlo Park.
Modern styles such as integrated hardware are becoming more
and more popular in the area.
Quiggins’ showroom includes
many new styles.
‘A simple change
Another hardware hotspot
involving hardware
is Rejuvenation on University
Avenue in Palo Alto. The store
adds so much
offers trends that align with
what you might see on HGTV, personality to a room.’
General Manager Jeremy
—Jeremy Beckwith,
Beckwith said. Rejuvenation general manager of Rejuvenation
features trends such as industrial and utilitarian styles. The store also incorporates antiques
into its selection.
A style that is making its way back from the ‘90s are bin pulls.
Rejuvenation offers styles like this in a variety of long-lasting
materials, such as solid brass, to “create heirlooms products that
last 40-plus years,” Beckwith said.
“A simple change involving hardware adds so much personality to
a room,” he said. “Whether you are refreshing or remodeling, hardware can make a huge difference.” He also noted that many customers are looking to get back to basics with useful and practical items.
Beckwith said that many homes in the area were remodeled or
built 20-30 years ago, so in recent years homeowners realize it is
time to make some updates again. Drawer pulls can be a very cost
effective improvement.
To find more whimsical or organic pieces, Anthropologie at
the Stanford Shopping Center is a good resource. The store is
known for its bohemian home and clothing styles. “Hardware is
a staple at every Anthropologie store, and it’s always easy to mix
and match different styles,” Ernie Puebla, the store’s home shop
manager, said.
A featured designer at Anthropologie is Nathalie Lété, who
designs handpainted and whimsical home decor pieces, including
drawer pulls.
“All you need for a new look is fresh paint and new hardware,”
Puebla said. H+G
Sophie Pollock was an intern at the Palo Alto Weekly.

A new trend local designers and stores are seeing in drawer pulls and cabinets
is integrated styles in which the handles lie flat or are part of the frame of the
drawer. Photos courtesy of Kevin Quiggins, Rococo & Taupe
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and

Gifts

3130 Alpine Road, Portola Valley
650.854.3850
2029 Ralston Avenue, Belmont
650.232.7154

Best Nursery
and Best Florist

ERS’ CH

E
OIC

Ladera
Garden

READ

Summer is here and so is an abundance
of Garden and Gifts for you to choose!
2016

Full Service Nursery and Premiere Home Decor
Come and see us at Ladera Garden and Gifts at our
two locations in Portola Valley & Belmont!

LYNNORTH
N

4th Generation Resident
SServing the communities of Los Altos, Mountain View,
Sunnyvale and Cupertino

Lynn North
President’s Club

650.209.1562
CELL 650.703.6437

I am personally committed to your success
in selling or ﬁnding your dream home.

DIRECT

lnorth@apr.com
www.LynnNorth.com
BRE# 01490039

28 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

RESULTS: Sold the last 25 homes in an average of 9 days,
and all for over the asking price!

I have been busy in your neighborhood!
If you are thinking of buying or selling, call me!

26615 ANACAPA DR.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

887 LINDA VISTA DR.,
LOS ALTOS

26007 RANCHO MANUELLA LN.,
LOS ALTOS

866 HIBISCUS LN.,
SAN JOSE

Represented Seller

Represented Seller

Represented Seller

Represented Seller

23151 MORA GLEN DR.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

840 MORA DR.,
LOS ALTOS

13651 BURKE RD.,
LOS ALTOS HILLS

460 EUNICE AVE.,
MOUNTAIN VIEW

Represented Seller

Represented Seller

For Lease

Represented Seller

1686 MILLER AVE.,
LOS ALTOS

134 CARROLL AVE. #203,
SUNNYVALE

1633 MONTALTO DR.,
MOUNTAIN VIEW

133 HILLVIEW AVE.,
REDWOOD CITY

Represented Buyer

Represented Seller

Represented Seller

Represented Buyer

1518 HILLVIEW DR.,
LOS ALTOS

119 SUNKIST LN.,
LOS ALTOS

1417 COUNTRY CLUB DR.,
LOS ALTOS

119 GREENMEADOW WY.,
PALO ALTO

Represented Seller

Represented Buyer

Represented Seller

Represented Buyer

All Listings
are SOLD
1190 FORDHAM WY.,
MOUNTAIN VIEW

86 THIRD ST. #204,
LOS ALTOS

956 KENNARD WAY,
SUNNYVALE

Represented Buyer

Represented Buyer

Represented Buyer

650-917-5811 Direct
terricouture.com
terri.couture@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #01090940

Top 1% Coldwell Banker
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F L O W E R FA C T S

If your garden needs a
pop of color, look to
easy-care flowers
FROM BEGONIAS TO ROSES, THESE BLOOMS
CAN SEE YOU THROUGH TO FALL
by Jack McKinnon

I

f your summer garden lacks color because the seasonal blossoms
are spent, it’s easy enough to satisfy your craving by gathering
flowering plants from a nursery and sprucing up the areas where your
yard looks a bit dull.
Buy a bag of compost and a few six-packs of fibrous begonias in
pink, white or coral, sweet allysum (in white or purple) and deep
purple lobelia. These flowers are forgiving and easy to grow in both
sun and shade. Mix the compost into your soil, plant them about 6
inches apart and your garden will spring into bloom.
If you want to go for roses, they
like full sun and, at this time of
Hanging baskets of
year, they come potted. There are
many kinds of roses from climbers mimulus, petunia and
(like on an arbor) to hybrid tea
geranium are hardy
roses for cut flowers and groundcover roses for drought tolerant
and have a large
color. Planting roses is pretty
selection of colors.
straight-forward as long as they
are not planted too deep.
Planting flowers from seed can take up to a month longer to get a
show than planting nursery grown plants. In all the estate gardens I
have worked in, we’ve always used plants that were started in nurseries for bedding, borders, potted and hanging plants. Of course, those
estates that had greenhouses, growing grounds and gardeners to
manage them year-round were the exception. In any case, I recommend getting plants in six-packs, 4-inch pots and 1-gallon pots.
Container color is easily planted and maintained. Geraniums are a
longtime favorite and they come in many colors and can have scented
foliage.
Fresh plantings in beds can be added to existing plants or used for

Lobelia is forgiving and grows in sun or shade. Photo courtesy of Photospin.
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Roses like full sun and generally come potted. Photo by Elizabeth Lorenz.

complete makeovers. Foxglove, larkspur and snapdragons give height
and when fully open can be cut and brought in for a vase. Foreground
plants like chrysanthemums, dianthus and fuschia make a lower
growing show.
Hanging baskets of mimulus, petunia and geranium are hardy and
have a large selection of colors to choose from. A key tip with hanging baskets is to use new liners and soil each year. Pack the plants in
tightly and don’t scrimp on water.
As far as the Mediterranean look, nothing beats lavender. Planted
one or two feet apart, they will give a good show for five years before
getting woody, requiring heavy pruning or replacement. Lavender
can also be used in arrangements, dried in bundles and hung from a
pin, harvested and made into sachets or stripped of florets and put
out in a bowl as an air freshener.
Flowers need regular fertilizing with a high phosphorous, preferably
liquid food. There are several brands on the market, both organic and
synthetic. Make sure the middle number on the nitrogen-phosphorous-potash listing is the highest. That number is the percentage of
soluble phosphorous, which stimulates blooming. Always follow the
instructions.
If you’d rather go for a less formal look, wildflowers can be planted
from seed. They are often sold as mixes with three or more species in
a package. These are usually best planted just before the rains or as
instructed on the seed package. H+G
Jack McKinnon is a garden coach. He worked in the
Sunset Magazine Gardens for 12 years and can be reached
at 650-455-0687 or Jack.Mckinnon.hmb@gmail.com

Art For Your Floor

Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
650.327.5040 | STEPHENMILLERGALLERY.COM | MENLO PARK
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