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ON THE COVER
Astrid Gaiser experimented with various tropical plants and
sunny and shady spots in her back yard to create a lush
garden with room for lounging. Cover photo by Astrid Gaiser.

30

Everything for your GARDEN and more
— FRESH Local Sod Daily —

504 Sq. Ft. picked up!

Only $297
Enjoy the Benefits
of Natural Sod
• Creates oxygen
• Fire barrier
• Filters water
• Cools temperature
11155 Lena Ave, Gilroy • 408.846.4555
www.garden-accents.net

602 Palm Ave, Morgan Hill
408.463.0500
www.grassfarm.com
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Above: A custom-built Studio Shed serves as Gaiser’s home office, surrounded by lush greenery. Right: Red-cushioned chairs under multi-colored umbrellas form an outdoor
living room, surrounded by potted succulents.

Designer’s fantasy comes to life
in lush garden
by Carol Blitzer | photos by Astrid Gaiser

I

t doesn’t take climate change
to make tropical plants thrive
in Northern California.
But it does take patience and
trial and error, said landscape
designer Astrid Gaiser, who
turned her Mountain View
Eichler into a tropical paradise.
Gaiser, who grew up in southern Germany, had fantasies of
palm trees and lush greenery
when she moved to California.
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But it wasn’t until she switched
from computer and information
science to horticulture that she
learned how to turn that fantasy
to reality.
Located at the end of a culde-sac on a pie-shaped lot,
her Eichler blends easily with
her Monta Loma neighbors
— except for the orange trim
around the large garage doors,
or the touch of turquoise by the

front door. Walking along acidetched concrete pavers set in
gravel, one continues through a
white door to the backyard. On
the other side of the white door
is bright turquoise, setting the
tone for the series of outdoor
rooms in a tropical setting.
The first room is a complete
outdoor kitchen. Gaiser chose
bright turquoise Danver stainless steel cabinets with roll-out

drawers and an Alfresco grill
and one large burner, perfect for
family meals.
Instead of dumping the
60-year-old family glass-andmetal table, she had it custom
powder-coated in bright orange,
with new seats in a red marinegrade leather. One chair is turquoise to match the cabinets.
(continued on page 8)
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Meyer Appliance
A Design Company Specializing in Kitchen & Bath and Complete Remodels

goes with just about anything. It’s an easy way to make
your kitchen stand out for all the right reasons.
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MEYER APPLIANCE KITCHENS & BATHS
Family Owned Since 1946
861 E. El Camino Mt. View, CA 94040
650-968-7866 • kitchensbymeyer.com

New arrivals daily!

Hurry...they fly out fast!
Designer brand furniture, accessories &
jewelry at Consignment Prices.
www.thehomeconsignmentcenter.com

San Carlos
1123 Industrial Rd. Ste. A
650-508-8317

Campbell
930 W Hamilton Ave. Ste. 190
408-871-8890

Danville
1901-F Camino Ramon
925-866-6164

Corte Madera
801 Tamalpais Drive
415-924-6691
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The outdoor kitchen includes custom-built, stainless-steel Danver cabinets, topped by an Alfresco grill and burner large enough to accommodate a giant wok or frying pan.
In the foreground, the 60-year-old metal-and-glass table was rescued and custom powder-coated in orange, with marine-grade leather seats.
(continued from page 4)

Gaiser tested which plants
would thrive as she went along.
She placed an indoor rubber tree,
for example, outside under the
eaves. “Frost becomes a natural pruner,” she said, noting she
doesn’t have to do much more.
All but four large trees were
removed, leaving atlas and deodar cedars dominating the yard.
“It gives tons of cover for frosttolerant shade palms,” she said.
She pruned the juniper
upward, so it became a tree rather than a low-lying bush. Her
philodendron, Gaiser said, is “a
very happy plant.”
One of her pride and joys is her
empress plant, with its 18-inchdiameter leaves. “I pollard it every
year,” she said, explaining that she
8 | HOME + GARDEN DESIGN

tops off the entire plant to get the
giant, juvenile leaves.
In addition to being a certified landscape designer, Gaiser
is an EPA WaterSense Partner
and a Bay-Friendly Qualified
Professional. That means she is
very conscious of water use in
the garden.
That hasn’t stopped her from
creating a tropical garden in an
area without expected torrential
rains. Her one exception is to
make sure the cedars get adequate water.
Some plants do take a bit of
babying: Her fatsia japonica
started small (she said one can
find it at Orchard Supply), but
after eight years, it’s turned into
a huge tropical extravaganza.
“You want to combine coarse
and fine leaves ... It’s not a

f lower-oriented garden,” she
said, but it has plenty of greens
and textures. Most of the touches of color come from red, orange
and turquoise pots, ceramic balls
or outdoor furnishings.
Her latest addition is her outdoor home office, a customized
Studio Shed set among greenery.
Ultimately, a variegated rubber
tree planted under the heritage
trees, “will hide the office from
my neighbor,” she said.
Looking at greenery “makes
a big difference to how one
thinks about life. I’ve never
regretted giving up my hightech career,” she said. “I’m not
looking back.” H+G
Freelance writer
Carol Blitzer can be emailed at
carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

RESOURCES
Landscape design:
Astrid Gaiser Garden Design, LLC,
www.astridgaiser.com
Landscape construction:
Harris Landscaping, Inc. &
Skyline Landscapes, Inc.,
www.skylinelandscapesinc.com
Pre-fab office: Studio Shed, Inc.,
www.studio-shed.com
Goal: Create tropical landscape
in Eichler backyard
Size of lot: 7,600 sf
Budget: Close to $200,000
(over 10 years)

Morning
Sunshine

Afternoon
Cool Down

PowerView™ Motorization

Rebarts Interiors, LLC
253 State St.
Los Altos, CA 94022
Tues - Fri: 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sat: 11:00 am - 4:00 pm, Sun & Mon: Closed
650-288-4377
www.rebarts.com
Call today for our Fall/Winter Specials
and Free Design Consultation
*The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation.
©2017 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective owners.6265413

COME EXPERIENCE 400 MODELS!
140 FREE STANDING TUBS AND
AS SEEN HERE – OUR SPECIALTY
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Kay’s specialty is the 140 “freestanding” models on display while Tom’s obsession is our walk-in
tub collection. He spends a full hour educating folks about their many considerations regarding this
ZWLJPHSÄ_[\YL^OPJOPUTVZ[JHZLZPZ¸the last tub you are ever going to buy.” He just acquired a
¸liquidation lot” of over 100 units with an air system amazingly priced, Starting at $1,099!!
@,:6-*6<9:,>,/(=,(33;/,¸6;/,9¹)(;/9664-0?;<9,:
SUCH AS NEARLY EVERY TOTO TOILET INCLUDING THEIR BIDET WASHLETS
05(339,:;664:"-(<*,;:=(50;0,:,;*
Tom is the compulsive buyer
OPEN: Sun 11-4
Mon-Thurs 10-5
CLOSED: Fri & Sat

AVAILABLE Friday,
BUT only by appointment
with Jeremy

(510) 770-8686
4796 Davenport Place, Fremont, 94538

www.tubz.net
To watch my video... On Google just type in
¸4LL[;VT6^ULYVM;\IaPU-YLTVU[*(¹

...Kay is the compulsive seller

BUYING TOGETHER

PAYS OFF

THINKING OF GOING SOLAR?
NOW IS THE TIME!
Palo Alto is participating in Bay Area SunShares, a limited-time group-buy program that
aims to make it simpler and less expensive to go solar.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
Anyone living in the nine Bay Area counties (Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco,
San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano and Sonoma) or Yolo or Sacramento counties

HOW DOES IT WORK?
By pooling together our community’s buying power, SunShares offers discounted prices on rooftop solar
photovoltaic (PV) systems installed by vetted contractors.
• Register online at bayareasunshares.org by November 10, 2017
• Schedule a consultation with one of the vetted solar installers
• Sign your solar contract by December 31, 2017 to take advantage of the discounted program pricing

LEARN MORE ABOUT SUNSHARES
VISIT: cityofpaloalto.org/sunshares
EMAIL: sunshares@cityofpaloalto.org
OR REGISTER AT: bayareasunshares.org

Individuals with disabilities who require accommodations to access City facilities, services or programs, or who would like information
RQWKH&LW\·VFRPSOLDQFHZLWKWKH$PHULFDQVZLWK'LVDELOLWLHV$FW $'$ RIPD\FRQWDFWWKH&LW\·V$'$&RRUGLQDWRUDW
  YRLFH RUHPDLODGD#FLW\RISDORDOWRRUJ3ULQWHGRQSRVWFRQVXPHUUHF\FOHGSDSHUEOHDFKHGZLWKRXWFKORULQH

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Midcentury
modernized
Mostly new home is
the right fit for family
and neighborhood
by CAROL BLITZER
photos by VERONICA WEBER
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The home’s galley kitchen was
replaced and opened up and a
walnut island with a Caesarstone
countertop added to divide it
from the living room.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Above: The master bathroom’s neat countertops stay tidy because of the Robern built-in medicine cabinets with mirrors that slide up to reveal interior-lit storage shelves.
Below: The architect raised the ceilings to add light and space.

op up the flat ceiling in the
living room, add a family room/guest bedroom with an
accessible bathroom, use tones of
gray and white throughout the
house, add touches of stone.
That’s
architect
David
Terpening’s take on modernizing a 1950s one-story ranch-style
home in Sharon Heights.
When Laura Garcia-Manrique
and Cormac Twomey came to
the Bay Area in 2012 with their
two boys (then 5 and 2), they
were very attracted to the location, especially the neighborhood and the schools.
“This area had a unique set of
homes. We stayed pretty true to
that concept,” Terpening said.
And “Cormac felt strongly about
the neighborhood. It speaks
to the roots of Silicon Valley,”
Garcia-Manrique said.
But the small home, with

P

its galley kitchen and flat ceilings, wasn’t quite big enough.
“Functionally, we needed at least
an extra bedroom and bathroom.
The flow would allow us to be
comfortable,” she said.
Terpening ran with the idea
of keeping the general flow and
footprint of the home, while easily adding space and functionality. Today one enters through a
custom-made Douglas fir door
designed with 21 inset squares.
The door has “the feel of a gate.
It’s wider. We tried to destroy
the boundary between the outside and the inside,” Terpening
said, pointing out that the side
glass panels extend from floor
to ceiling.
Flooring made of granite squares extends from the
entry hall out the front door,
immediately introducing the
indoor-outdoor concept followed

throughout the design.
The living room was pushed
out a few feet, vaulted ceilings
and electronically controlled
clerestory windows added, as
well as a wall of windows and
French doors offering a full view
of the backyard. The unused
fireplace was removed.
A 12-by-4-foot walnut island
topped with white Caesarstone
separates the living room and
kitchen. Stools line the living
room side of the island, with
storage, a Wolf warming drawer
and a rollout Sharp microwave
built into the other side. Along
the wall are white-painted maple
cabinets, topped with gray
Caesarstone. A La Cornue range
sits in the center, with a sheet of
glass protecting the limestonefaced wall behind it. Each deep
drawer has a purpose, with one
devoted to coffee preparation,

another to kitchen gadgets.
Although there are no upper
cabinets (which would impede
the connection to the living
(continued on page 15)
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Take back your
weekends

LIFE

The Mission of HPS
Stewardship Services
To assist homeowners
in realizing maximum
value and enjoyment
from their home.

What we do:
• Seasonal maintenance visits
• 260 annual tasks
• Tracking, managing, and
reporting on all home
maintenance/repairs
• Database of your home
equipment
• 24/7 emergency support
• /VTLYLWHPYZYLÄUPZOPUN
and remodeling

How the Nicest
Homes Stay that Way!
Properly caring for any
high value asset, like your
home, requires experience,
professionalism, and a plan.
HPS has been providing
stewardship services to
happy homeowners for
nearly 30 years

888-884-0007
www.homepreservation.com
1178 Los Altos Avenue, Los Altos
LIC. #782552

To learn more visit homepreservation.com and request a free evaluation
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

The living room space was pushed out a few feet and vaulted ceilings added along
with a wall of windows with a full view of the backyard.

(continued from page 13)

room), a very ample walk-in
pantry is just around the corner,
along with a large laundry room.
“I’m all for simplifying things.
With an open kitchen, the utility areas are very important,”
Garcia-Manrique said.
Over the island hang three
Hubbardton Forge pendant lights
— “not too modern, not too traditional. I didn’t want to feel like
I was in the kitchen when in the
living room,” she said.
Behind double doors just off
the kitchen is the new family
room, with two walls of windows, enhancing the indooroutdoor feel. “It’s 95 percent
used as a playroom,” she said,
but occasionally it functions as a
guest room. The adjoining bathroom is designed for easy access,
with a broad entry, a wall-hung
sink with no cabinet below to
impede a wheelchair and a rollin shower with wide door.
On the other side of the house

is the bedroom wing, again
unchanged in placement. Each
of the children’s rooms features
a shed (sloping) ceiling and a
pop-out bay to maximize the
space. Their bathroom, with its
gray Caesarstone countertop on
the double vanity, complements
the gray-painted bedrooms.
Streaky marble-like tile lines
the bathtub.
One enters the master bedroom suite through a short
hallway with built-in storage
on the left and a walk-in closet
on the right. Then comes the
master bathroom, decorated
with embossed f loral-white
tile by Porcelanosa behind the
double vanities, as well as inside
the shower, which is lit by a
skylight.
The secret to the tidy appearance of the counter tops is a
pair of Robern built-in medicine
cabinets. The mirrors slide up to
reveal interior-lit storage shelves
as well as electric plugs — and a
defogger for the mirrors.

The guest bathroom was designed for easy access with a roll-in shower and wallmounted sink.

The master bedroom also
features a vaulted ceiling. Two
walls have large windows facing the back yard. Completing
the suite is a home office also
featuring corner windows overlooking the yard.
Changes to landscaping have
been kept to a minimum, with
the front lawn replaced with
woolly thyme and lavender.
“It made sense to minimize
water consumption,” GarciaManrique said. In back, they’ve
kept the trees and agapanthus
lining the fence, as well as the
lawn. A poured concrete patio
extends from just outside the
living room well into the yard,
further enhancing the indooroutdoor feel.
“We couldn’t wait to move
back into the house,” she said.
“I want to live here forever.” H+G
Freelance writer
Carol Blitzer can be emailed at
carolgblitzer@gmail.com.

RESOURCES
Architect: David Terpening,

Menlo Park, 650-328-6300,
Terpeningarchitecture.com
General contractor:

Tony Shadle, 408-483-6104,
shadleconstruction@yahoo.com
Interior design: Lucile Glessner,
lucileglessnerdesign.com,
408-203-6729
Landscape design:

KN Construction,
www.knconstruction.com,
866-414-3264

Goal of project: Bring a
1950s ranch house up to date,
expanding the home while
retaining much of original floor
plan and flow
Year house built: 1959
Size of home, lot: Was 3

bedrooms, 2 baths, and 1,700
sq ft; now it’s four bedrooms, 3.5
baths and 3,000 sf on .32 acre
Time to complete: 18 months for

design and permits, 14 months
construction
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Inspired Living.

Info@harrell-remodeling.com
harrell-remodeling.com
Harrell Remodeling: 650.230.2900
Harrell of Los Gatos: 408.884.8564
License 8479799
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Solve your storage problem
by making decor work
for every holiday
By Nicole Macuil
Photos by Veronica Weber

DO-IT-YOURSELF

MATERIALS NEEDED:

D

o you love wreaths but just
don’t have the space to store
a different wreath for every season
and holiday? This is my problem!
I love being festive by decorating my entrance with a wreath,
but where do you store so many
wreaths? What if you could have
an all-in-one wreath and never
have to worry about space? Here is
my solution, which you can update,
change and take apart to store.

• 1 twig wreath (18inch one is pictured
but different sizes are
available)
• Autumn picks like
pumpkins and owls
• 1 strand of LED
battery-operated lights
• Batteries
• Floral wire
• Wire cutters
• Wired acorn accents

1

Wrap the string of lights around the wreath. Make sure
you pull the string tightly and wrap your lights around
a twig to help them stay in place. The lights will give your
wreath a pop of color and more visibility at night.

2

Using wire cutters, cut out 10-inch pieces of wire (one
per accessory).

4

Attach the pre-wired acorns to the wreath, making sure
to fill the gaps. You can let them dangle if you like or
attach them securely.

3

Attach the pumpkins and owls and other accessories using
floral wire. Make a loop at the end of the floral wire and
put each little pumpkin through it. Once the pumpkin is in
place, pull the wire tightly and twist at the bottom. Continue
to place your accessories (pumpkins and owls) around the
entire wreath.

5

Hang on your door using an over-the-door hook. Switch
the lights on and enjoy. For the next season or holiday, like
transitioning from Halloween to Thanksgiving or Hannukah
or Christmas, simply remove your accessories by twisting the
floral wire and replace with new decorations appropriate for
the next occasion. H+G
FALL 2017 | 19

Bring the energy of minerals
and fossils into your life.

JEWELRY | MINERALS | FOSSILS

30th Anniversary Celebration
October 27th-December 7th
For more details visit:
www.nature-gallery.com
Like us on Facebook
facebook.com\naturegallerylosaltos
296 State Street | Los Altos
650.327.8700
nature-gallery.com

TECH LIFE

The unobtrusive tabletop device sits in a corner and records happenings. Using 3-D sensing technology, the device can distinguish among family members as well as unknown faces.
Photos courtesy of Lighthouse.

Keeping an eye on the house
TABLETOP CAMERA GIVES HOMEOWNERS PEACE OF MIND
by Elizabeth Lorenz

“

What’s the dog done since I
left?” is a question many may
ask once they get to work.
For Jessica Gilmartin, she can
do more than just ruminate. She
can pick up her smart phone,
open her Lighthouse app, and
ask her phone that very question. The app will then collate
video footage taken from the
Lighthouse device at her Menlo
Park home, showing what her
yellow lab has been up to —
lying on the family room floor,
walking across the room to sniff
— since she left at 7:20 that
morning.
Lighthouse, a startup of
35 employees located at the
Playground Studio on Portage

Avenue in Palo Alto, launched Gilmartin, who has been
its first product last month. It employed by Lighthouse for a
doesn’t search the internet to year, and a beta-tester for most
answer questions like Amazon of that time. She has a nanny,
Echo or Google’s Alexa, but house cleaners, young children, a
husband and a pet,
it does provide
and needs to know
24-hour monitheir comings and
toring and home
‘You tell it the
goings while she’s
protection in a
things you care
at work.
small,
sleekly
Gilmartin
designed tabletop about; it shows you
founded Fraiche
device reminiscent
when those things Yogurt in Palo
of a traditional
A lto
before
Lighthouse.
happen.’
turning toward
“You tell it the
—Jessica Gilmartin
high tech. She
things you care
pointed out that
about; it shows
you when those things happen,” for spouses who travel, like her
said Gilmartin, quoting one of husband, Lighthouse is a great
way for them to stay connected
the company’s product slogans.
Before, I would worry and to home since the app let’s you
text people all the time,” said monitor what’s going on from

almost anywhere.
Lighthouse was founded
in 2014 by Alex Teichman
and Hendrik Dahlkamp who
designed the self-driving car at
Stanford University.
Lighthouse uses a special
camera combined with deep
learning and 3-D sensing technologies to distinguish among
adults, children, pets and
objects, known and unknown
faces, and actions. It can tell
users what has happened, what
is happening and what is happening that shouldn’t be.
Gilmartin said the founders
started the design process years
ago, and while the key to the
product is software, they built
(continued on page 24)
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MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES
on the Peninsula.

For A Prompt Estimate Please Call:

(650) 321-9302
Beautify, Protect and
Preserve your Most
Important Investment

Family Owned since 1988

Visit Us On The Web At:

www.stanfordpainting.com

Protect Your Family We’re Lead Safe Certiﬁed

Quality Interior and
Exterior Painting
Residential and Commercial

5-Year Warranty
Free Estimates
Stanford Painting is not afﬁliated
with Stanford University

a Mountain View tradition since 1973
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Open 7 Days a Week
Mon.-Fri. 9 - 7 • Sat. 9 - 6 • Sun. 10 - 5

650-964-7871 • 1297 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View (at Miramonte) • www.truevalue.com
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Midtown Realty, Inc.
Real Results, Real Estate
SOLD

“For more than 60 years, Midtown Realty has been assisting its neighbors
and friends with one of the most important purchases in their life… their
home! At Midtown Realty, we are dedicated to working with people, not
clients. We sell homes, not houses and Palo Alto is our home, not a branch
ofﬁce. Year after year people trust us to help with their most important
investment, their home. You too can count on us for all your real estate
needs. Give us a call today.”

Your Neighborhood
Midtown Realty Team

SOLD

Tim Foy
Owner/Broker

Jane Volpe
Realtor/MBA

SOLD

Robert I.
Steinberg
Realtor

Rosemary
Prince

Property
Manager/Realtor

Joann Weber Chris Taylor

Ryan
Eltherington

Molly Foy
Rich

Realtor

Realtor

Senior Property
Manager/ Realtor

Realtor

SungHee
Clemenson

Yamei Lee

Lisa Knox

Realtor

Realtor

Realtor

Yvonne
Boone

Ofﬁce Manager

REAL RESULTS, REAL ESTATE
2775 Middleﬁeld Rd, Palo Alto • Phone: (650)321-1596 Fax: (650)328-1809
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TECH LIFE

(continued from page 21)

and designed the product “from
scratch.” The device does not
have a first name like Siri or
Alexa. “We decided not to do
names,” Gilmartin said.
It keeps track of who comes
and goes and other events at
home. It switches to night
vision when the home lights are
off after dark. Audio-enabling
allows owners to speak through
the device to people and pets.
“The magic is in the software,” Gilmartin said. One of
the things she loves best is that
her 5-year-old son can wave
at the device, and it sends her
a push notification so she can
respond to him.
Lighthouse uses self-driving
car technology to distinguish
between large and small
objects, and also uses perception to differentiate between a
child and a dog. It recognizes

family members and does not
recognize outsiders, so it can
identify strangers. If a stranger
enters the home, a notification
is sent to the smart phone and
the owner can choose three
options: sound a siren, call 911
or verbally speak through the
camera to the person entering.
The device also can ping
owners in real time to let them
know if their kids don’t come
home by a certain time, if the
dog is alone or other happenings they care about. Since it
is only triggered by people, not
simply motion, pets can wander
in and out of the camera’s view
without it alerting the owner.
With the Lighthouse app,
instead of scrubbing through
hours of video, you can ask
direct questions using naturallanguage voice or text. Colorcoded “halos” around adults,
children and pets make it easy
to see and follow activity.

As for security, Lighthouse
has anti-hacking protection
available. Videos are uploaded
to an artificial intelligence
model, information is sent
back to the device and interpreted. Customer data can only
be viewed by the customers
themselves.
The device tilts up to 30
degrees and has a 95-degree
field of view. It is meant to be
used indoors and plugs into a
wall socket. It can be used on
a table top or easily mounted
on a wall.
The Lighthouse interactive
assistant costs $249 plus $10 a
month for the service, or $549
with unlimited service. It is
available at www.light.house. H+G
Elizabeth Lorenz is the Home
and Real Estate Editor att
he
the Palo Alto Weekly. She
@
can be emailed at elorenz@
m.
m.
embarcaderopublishing.com.

Doors & Windows/Sales & Installation

Free In Home
Estimates
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Interior Doors
Windows Moulding
Door Hardware

394 State St, Los Altos • 650-559-8281
5853 Winﬁeld Blvd, San Jose • 408-281-3219
Visit: PremierDoorServices.Biz
State Contractor Lic # 790327
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HANDY HARDWARE

Shiny chrome is back on trend, as well as an “integrated pullout,” shown above, for spraying the sink or washing fruits and vegetables. Courtesy of Grohe.

It’s all about the
kitchen sink
FAUCET HARDWARE IS BIG ON
INTERESTING METALS AND NO HANDS
by Elizabeth Lorenz

I

f you want to know what’s new
and cool in kitchen faucets,
it really has nothing to do with
looks.
“The biggest trend has been
the touchless,” said Keith
Quiggins, owner of Rococo and
Taupe, a kitchen design store
in downtown Menlo Park. Not
needing to touch the handle
when your hands are dirty, or
being able to use your elbow to
touch the side of the faucet to
activate a sensor and turn water
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on is big, Quiggins said.
He sells mostly high-end
brands like Grohe and Brizo,
but he says these trends are true
no matter where you buy your
hardware. An “integrated pullout,” in which a spray nozzle
and hose fit seamlessly into the
faucet handle is another thing
he’s seeing more of. “I can’t tell
you the last time I did a faucet with a separate pullout,” he
said. The self-contained spray
nozzle faucets are especially
good for washing vegetables, as
well as for reaching the corners

to clean a larger sink.
While not many brands offer
integrated faucets with built-in
water filters, that’s the next trend
he predicts. For now, they come
with a separate handle for filtered drinking water.
Faucet designs, Quiggins
admits, are generally more
design driven than consumer
driven. However, based on current sales, he says, “any (metal)
but stainless steel is on trend.
“People are tired of it.”
Instead, popular metals are
matte gold, bronze, or charcoal/
carbon, or if you like shine, he
said, “chrome is making a bigger
comeback.”
In the United States, faucet
construction must adhere to
some regulations. The interior
metals of faucets are carefully
(continued on page 28)

Brizo’s gold-toned handles and bases
contrast with darker bronze or carbon
metals. Courtesy of Brizo.
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HANDY HARDWARE
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Touchless faucets operate using motion sensors or a quick touch to the side
allow for handwashing without getting handles dirty. Courtesy of Grohe.

regulated for lead content and the
water f low for kitchen faucets generally can’t exceed 2 gallons per
minute except for dedicated “pot
filler” faucets. Nowadays, faucets are
made with ceramic rings in them,
so generally corrosion due to the
interaction of different metals inside
the faucet mechanism is no longer
an issue.
While you can buy faucets with
separate hot and cold taps, most
these days are “single hole, single
handle” with a swiveling handle
to adjust for hot/cold. The faucet
is mounted by cutting one hole
through the counter, generally with
an under-mount sink.
Models with handles that move
from side to side may need more
room behind the sink so pay attention to the depth of the sill or backsplash behind the sink.
Showrooms can’t stock every faucet, so most, like Quiggins, have a

sampling of “plumbed” faucets for
customers to hold and actually try
out with real water f lowing through
them. Then he orders the exact faucet they want from catalogs.
Este Stovall, a designer-turned
customer service manager for
Gilmans Kitchens and Baths
in Mountain View says it often
depends on the customer what kind
of faucet they may go for. Newer
homeowners who are younger might
go for touchless, while others might
like the traditional kind.
She agrees that mixed metals are
definitely a trend, including softer
gold tones.
No matter what, It is very important, Quiggins said, for customers to
have a strong sense of how the faucet
will “feel in your hand.”
Prices can vary wildly, with some
as low as $400, going up to $1,000
to $2,500 for the majority of faucets,
or as high as $15,000. H+G
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FLOWER FACTS

For January pops of color,
plant flowers now
IN CALIFORNIA, THERE’S NO NEED
TO LET YOUR WINTER GARDEN GO
by Jack McKinnon

F

all is upon us and this is the
time to plant for winter color.
Many think that winter is the time
to let the garden go. In California,
however, the opposite is true. A
seasonally planted garden can be
spectacular all year round.
Parties can be planned, events
put on and seasonal celebrations
honored with great results.
The flowering plants I’m writing about this month come in
a variety of sizes, shapes and
colors. Pots, beds and hanging planters or baskets can be
designed from this list.
I went by the Half Moon Bay
Nursery recently and gave my
90-year-old uncle a tour. We
talked to the nurseryman Brad
about winter color. Here’s the
list he recommended.
Cineraria is considered both
an annual and a house plant.
It provides bright colors in the

1
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cool shady places. This cheery
plant has clusters of daisy-like
flowers that come in red, pink,
blue and violet with white centers. Plant in well-drained soil
and expect blooms in late winter
to early spring. Feed every two
weeks with liquid fertilizer.
Snapdragons are an interesting plant that can be grown
in the winter. Mostly sold in the
summer for cut flowers, snapdragons, if planted in early fall,
can set their buds before night
temperatures reach 50 degrees
and then will bloom through the
winter.
Cyclamen is often planted
as a Christmas element or
just to provide some bright pink
or red color during the winter
months. Once established, be
careful not to over water because
cyclamen is susceptible to mold.

2

3

4

Polyanthus primrose, also
called English primrose, have
a variety of colors and large foliage.
Planted with spring bulbs below
them, they provide a nice show
during the winter as the bulbs’
leaves grow up preparing to bloom
for spring. I would plant them with
tulips and daffodils below them.
Malacoides primrose is called
miniature or fairy primrose.
These flowers are smaller than
polyanthus primrose and give a
more delicate show. I recommend planting them a little
closer together than the other
primroses. I would plant them
with grape hyacinth or freesia
below them.
Obconica primrose, also
called German primrose,
is another wonderful bedding
plant that can have bulbs planted
below or just stand alone in the
bed. I recommend fertilizing
primrose every two weeks with
a balanced liquid fertilizer like
Miracle Grow 15-30-15.
Pansies and violas make
wonderful borders or are
good in planters with the center
planting that’s larger. Winterblooming shrubs like Camellias,
both sasanqua and japonica, work
well.

5

6

7

8

Sweet alyssum is a year-round
blooming border plant. It also
hangs over pots or from hanging baskets nicely. Sweet alyssum
comes in a variety of colors and if
you can find the paler peach color
it’s a stunning show.
Stock is the most fragrant of
the winter-blooming flowers.
It comes in a variety of colors
and is very easy to grow. It can
provide a tall flowering plant in
the background of planting beds
as long as there is full sun.
Ornamental kale is basically cabbage but with
that comes an amazing show of
foliage. Unlike the cabbage we
eat, ornamental kale is an open
plant rather than a round head
of cabbage leaves. It is edible but
you would have to sacrifice the
show in the flower garden. The
open foliage fills up garden beds
very nicely in the winter and it
can even take a light frost. It’s
a stunning show if you have big
flower beds to fill. H+G

9
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Jack McKinnon is a garden
coach and worked at the
Sunset Magazine gardens for
12 years. He can be reached at
650-455-0687 or visit
www.jackthegardencoach.com
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Exquisite beauty, life-long quality, truly one of a kind.
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