
WOODSIDE puts brake on charity bike ride. Antipathy 
toward cyclists one of the factors. Page 5
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MEASURED UP ?
First wave of  recreation bond projects are up 

and running, but not without controversy. [Page 12]
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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

REDWOOD CITY
Maintaining its old world charm, 
this beautiful, completely 
remodeled Craftman-style home 
has been updated to accommodate 
contemporary living. The interior 
boasts the latest amentities 
including, recessed lighting, 
granite counters, hardwood 
floors and allnew cabinetry. This 
3bd/2.5ba home on an 7,000+/-sf 
lot sits in the heart of Mt. Carmel 
neighborhood.

$1,595,000

PALO ALTO
Spacious multi-level home is 
just 6 years old and has many 
upgrades and comfortable living 
spaces. Open kitchen has both 
casual dining and formal dining 
or great room lay out, living 
room with French door leading 
to the backyard, two bedroom 
suites upstairs, a bedroom or 
office and bathroom on the 
lower level.

$915,000

MENLO PARK
This stylish contemporary 
home is situated on an over-
sized West Menlo lot and is 
tucked away on a secluded 
cul-de-sac.  This property is 
ready to move in or build a new 
estate home. Centrally located 
and minutes from shopping, 
Stanford University, community 
amenities. Los Lomitas School 
District.

$1,595,000

apr.com  | MENLO PARK OFFICE  620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES  |  Santa Clara |  San Mateo |  San Francisco |  Alameda |  Contra Costa |  Monterey |  Santa Cruz



Courtesy Stanford Management Co.

Luxury living
Here’s a close-up view of a hotel and restaurant complex to be built as part of a 21-acre complex on Sand 
Hill Road near Interstate 280 in Menlo Park. Stanford’s plan for the site was approved by the Menlo Park 
City Council last week. See another view on Page 5 and the story on Page 9

Platinum & Pavé

custom jewelers

Pet Portraits
Make Great Gifts!

Rochelle Mason, Artist
(808) 985-7311

Qualitypetportraits.com

Beautiful Art for Beautiful Living 

We represent over 20 local and 
internationally acclaimed artists. 

The featured art is abstract, 
 contemporary post modernism, 

classical impressionism  
and realism.  

Open Mon-Sun year around 
300 Main St, Half Moon Bay   650-726-8932 www.gallerialuna.com
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On the cover
SRI International employees play volleyball 
at Menlo Park’s renovated Burgess Park. 
Improvements to the park cost about $3.7 
million, and were funded by Measure T, a 
$38 million bond measure. Almanac photo by 
Marjan Sadoughi. See Page 12.
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FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■ Town to use more parcel tax cash on street, 
drainage repairs. Page 18

Menlo Park
■ Mayor Nicholas Jellins won’t seek another term 
on the Menlo Park City Council. Page 8
■ Police contract negotiations are stalled. Page 5
■ Draft budget leaves pool, child care questions 
unanswered. Page 8

Portola Valley
■ Town Center teardown, rebuild impacts 
Portola Valley budget. Page 15

Woodside
■ Town puts brake on charity bike ride. Page 5
■ With extra cash, Woodside to “burn 
mortgage,” hire new deputy. Page 11

Schools
■ Sacred Heart Prep celebrates graduation. Page 19

Sports
■ Kelly Eaton named California scholar-athlete 
of the year. Page 17

Artscene
■ Theater review: A credible “Hamlet” broods on 
Menlo Players Guild stage. Page 30
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650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.
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BREYER’S ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM
56 oz. $3.19
REDDI-WHIP ORIGINAL WHIPPING CREAM
7 oz. – Also Extra Creamy $2.29
CHICKEN OF THE SEA CHUNK LIGHT TUNA
5 oz. – In oil or water 69¢

NEWMAN’S OWN OIL & VINEGAR DRESSING
16 oz. – Also Balsamic - Two Thousand Island - Light Raspberry  $2.79
COKE-DIET COKE-SPRITE
12 oz. 6-pack cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value  $2.29
SIMPLE GREEN ALL PURPOSE CLEANER
22 oz. Spray $2.99

The Spanish     know all about long, hot summers and produce a wide 
array of crisp,        refreshing whites perfect for slaking one’s thirst when 
the mercury heads north. Here then are a few examples that are both light and 
flavorful. They pair brilliantly with summer fare and refresh, rather than fatigue, 
the body and soul.

2005 Blanco Nieva Verdejo, Rueda  . . . . . . . . . Reg. $13.00  Sale - $10.99

2004 Izadi Rioja Blanco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $16.00  Sale - $13.99

2005 Ameztoi Txakolina    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $16.00  Sale - $13.99

2005 Lagar de Cervera Albarino, Rias Baixas   . . Reg. $19.00  Sale - $16.99

2005 Blanco Nieva Verdejo “Pie Franco,” Rueda   Reg. $19.00  Sale - $16.99
From vines reputed to be over 140 years old!

Crisp

ORGANIC EURO CUCUMBERS $1.59ea.

6 oz.

ORGANIC BLUEBERRIES $2.98ea.

Large

CALIFORNIA CHERRIES $3.99lb.

Vine Ripe

CLUSTER TOMATOES 99¢lb

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates:  June 21, 22, 23, 24
www.robertsmarket.com

Roberts Specials

   . . . with Beer Brats
             & caramelized onions   . . . .  $3.00 /ea.

                   or on a Bun . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4.00 /ea.

     Hot Potato Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.99 /lb.

CLAY – PRODUCE

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

NOW at Roberts 

S USHI
Made Fresh Daily

Spanish Whites

KOREAN SHORT RIBS $7.98lb.

KOREAN PORK RIBS $6.98lb.

COWBOY STEAKS $11.98lb.

TERIYAKI SALMON FILET $15.98lb.

Fantastic Fruit Finales
As summer mellows toward fall, nothing makes a more fitting meal finale 

than a dessert featuring the sun-kissed fruits of the season. Peach melba, for 
example, is a delight for all the senses, with its scarlet ribbon of raspberry 
sauce snaking around golden peaches bathed in vanilla ice cream. One of the 
most spectacular yet simple desserts is the all-fruit trifle. Start with an elegant, 
tall-sided glass bowl and arrange layers of contrasting fruits, such as peaches, 
blueberries, plums, strawberries, bananas, and grapes. 
Sprinkle with orange or pineapple juice to prevent 
discoloring, and add a dash of rum or fruit-flavored 
liqueur, if desired. Serve with a dollop of lightly sweet-
ened whipped cream.

P.S.: Avocados are really fruits, not vegetables, and are 
great combined with other fruits in salads and desserts.

WORLD CUP IN GERMANY!!!

* * * Available in our Hot Case for Lunch or Dinner * * *

Let’s Celebrate the



15 minutes of fame
in Portola Valley
 An independent feature 
film has begun shooting in 
Portola Valley, the venture 
of a youthful group with 
long ties to the town.
 Gardner Loulan, a VJ, 
writer and producer with 
MTV’s college network, 
came back home to direct 
the film. He and Joseph 
Brady wrote the screenplay, 
a comedy about a young 
man making a movie in a 
small town with deep pock-
ets. It explores the great 
lengths people will go to 
attain fame and fortune. 
 Can’t imagine where they 
got that idea.
 Locals can sign on as 
“extras” by going to www.
auntcolony.com. Filming 
in Portola Valley, Wood-
side and Los Altos Hills 
will wrap up July 15, said 
producer JoAnn Loulan of 
Portola Valley.

Stuck at the office

 With great fanfare, local 
transit agencies last year 
unveiled a program to offer 
commuters free rides on 
buses, trains, ferries and 
BART on smoggy “Spare the 
Air” days. The catch? Only 
morning commutes were 
free, leaving the riders to pay 
their own way home.
 This year, the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management Dis-
trict and the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commis-
sion appear to have figured 
out that people who go to 
work in the morning gener-
ally like to come home again 
in the evening. So, from now 
through October 13, free 
rides will be offered all day 
long on up to five weekday 
Spare the Air days.
 Spare the Air days are 
declared by the air qual-
ity district when weather 
conditions make it likely 
that air pollution will reach 
unhealthful concentrations, 
and Bay Area residents are 
asked to avoid driving and 
other air-polluting activi-
ties. The advisories are 
usually issued the previ-
ous afternoon. To sign up 
for an “AirAlert” e-mail, 
go to SparetheAir.org. For 
information on how to 
get where you’re going via 
public transportation, go to 
www.511.org.

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Short 
takes

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Plans for a fundraising 
bicycle event, the Ride to 
Defeat ALS, have come to a 

screeching halt in Woodside.
 The town’s limit of two events 
permitted in a single month 
— along with an abundance of 
antipathy towards cyclists — led 
the Woodside Town Council to 
deny the charity group’s request 
for a permit.
 And without the permit, there 
will be no ALS ride on the Pen-
insula. (The ALS Association’s 
Greater Bay Area chapter also 
sponsors a bike ride in Napa in 
September.)
 Also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease, amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis (ALS) is a fatal neuro-
logical disease.
 Charity ride volunteer coor-
dinator Alan Fitch Jr., whose 
father is a Woodside resident 
and whose mother died of 
ALS, said that when the group 
learned of Woodside’s restric-
tions, organizers rearranged 
their plans for the ride, which 
had been scheduled for July 22.

They changed the route to skirt 
as much of the town as possible; 
they moved rest stops out of 
town; and they planned to have 
a monitor staff the corner of 
Cañada Road and Jefferson Ave-
nue, Mr. Fitch told the council 
at its June 13 meeting. The ride 
was to start at the Elks Lodge in 
Emerald Hills.
 But a divided council, citing 
safety concerns about a route 
that would send some of the 
riders down Jefferson Avenue, 
denied the permit on a 5-2 vote, 
with Deborah Gordon and Pete 
Sinclair opposed.
 “We decided that we were 
unable to put on the kind of pre-
sentation that we wanted to, so 
we cancelled it,” Mr. Fitch told 
the Almanac. “We went in with 

every intention of accommodat-
ing them, we rerouted to avoid 
Woodside, and we’d done as 
much as we could to minimize 
any impact on the town.”
 Mr. Fitch said plans for the 
ride were vetted and approved 
by the San Mateo County Sher-
iff ’s Office and the Woodside 
Bicycle Committee.
 “We were not aware of any safe-
ty issues on Jefferson,” he said.

Frustrations
 At the council meeting, a 
number of bicycle-related frus-
trations and complaints came 
up, none of them specific to the 
ALS charity ride.
 “We are so impacted (by 
bicycles), not just on weekends 
but daily,” said Woodside Road 
resident Stephanie MacDonald. 
“They’re loud, rude, and they 
don’t let me out of my driveway. 
They’re interfering with residents’ 
enjoyment of their properties.”
 Town officials have said they 
need to review their policies 
and come up with a strategy 
for handling the huge numbers 
of recreational bicyclists riding 
through town, but have not yet 

Cop contract
negotiations
are stalled
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

With a two-year labor 
agreement between the 
city of Menlo Park and 

the city’s police officers due to 
expire June 30, and with no new 
agreement reached despite 10 bar-
gaining sessions, the city and the 
Menlo Park Police Officers Asso-
ciation have agreed that they’re at 
an impasse and that a mediator is 
needed.
 Talks so far have been “cordial 
and professional” and have pro-
duced some progress, “but we 
haven’t yet reached a point where 
we have an agreement,” said Glen 
Kramer, the city’s personnel direc-
tor. 
 Indeed, there has been progress, 
said John Noble, a labor rela-
tions consultant representing the 
police officers association from 
the Santa Rosa-based law firm of 
Rains, Lucia and Wilkinson. But 
the last several meetings have 
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Courtesy Stanford Management Co.

New Stanford ‘campus’
This illustration from the Stanford Management Co. shows what its 21-acre site on Sand Hill Road near Interstate 280 in Menlo Park might 
look like  in a few years. Last week, the Menlo Park City Council approved the building of this 265,000-square-foot hotel and office complex 
proposed by Stanford University. It includes a 120-room hotel, five extended-stay villas, a restaurant, a health spa, and 100,000 square feet 
of office space. The hotel, to be operated by Dallas-based Rosewood Hotels and Resorts, is scheduled to open in 2008.  See story on
Page 9 and another picture on Page 3.

Town puts brakes on bike ride

See  COPS, page 9See BIKE, page 9

Sand Hill Rd.
I-280

■ Charity ride cancelled as town denies permit.

Send your response to this 
article to editor@AlmanacNews.
com. Note if it’s for publication, 
and if so, include your full name; 
residence (street and town); and 
phone number. Your phone num-
ber will not be published.

  ■ WOODSIDE
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Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed 
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

LL U C I L E PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

RR O N A L D M C D O N A L D H O U S E T O U R
The first Friday of every month, join the staff at the Ronald McDonald House at 11:30 am 
for an informative tour and lunch. Learn about the caring environment families and children 
receiving treatment at Packard Children’s Hospital depend on while they are away from home. 
Call (650) 470-6005 to reserve your spot.

- Friday, July 7 and August 4

BB E C O M I N G G R A N D PA R E N T S
Designed for new and expectant grandparents, this class examines the changes in labor and 
delivery practices, the latest recommendations for infant care and the unique role of grandparents
in today’s society.

- Thursday, July 13

BB A B Y S A F E P RO G R A M
Parents and other childcare providers will learn the techniques of infant CPR and obtain essential
information about environmental and transportation safety for newborns.

- Monday, July 17

PP E D I AT R I C W E I G H T C O N T RO L P RO G R A M
This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes healthy eating
and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More than 80% of children achieve
long-term weight loss through this program — and parents lose weight too! The new session starts
soon, so call (650) 725-4424 to pre-register. Spaces are limited.

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

C H I L D R E N ’ S H O S P I T A L

�

�

�

�

UNIVERS ITY
Provided by Luci le  Packard Chi ldren’s  Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more 
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.



For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me 
at gdarke@apr.com or call 462-1111,  Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free market 
analysis of your property.

Why home buyers must be mindful 
of existing easements.

Q:  The house we've bid on has 
something called an "appurtenant 
easement" attached. Should we be 
concerned?                                 —  T.L. 

A: Because an easement is a 
“burden” or, encumbrance to a 
property that can affect the value, 
buyers must be mindful of their 
implications. Easements mean 
that someone else has the right to 
use part or all of your property.
     There are two basic ease-
ments: An appurtenant easement 
is the type whereby an adjacent 
property owner has the right to 
use or cross your property. This 
right goes “with the land” and 
continues in force despite sale or 

inheritance of the two properties 
involved. 
     The easement in gross is a 
“personal” right that has been 
acquired by someone who does 
not own an adjacent property. 
Usually, this easement is held by 
a utility company or governmen-
tal entity. This gives the easement 
owner (utility) the right to use or 
cross the property in maintain-
ing power lines, pipes, and cables 
etc.
     Consult with your Realtor 
or title company; they can give 
explain the recorded easements 
as noted on a standard title 
insurance report.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

The Mounted Patrol of San Mateo County Adding Value to
Our Community Through Horsemanship and Service

521 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside, CA 94062
(650) 851-8300 Office www.mpsmc.org

WOODSIDE 
JUNIOR RODEO

JULY 4TH!
Gates open at 7am

Main Event / Grand Entry @12 noon
Adults $20, Kids 8-15 $12

 Kids under 8 free

Dinner 6pm, Dancing 8pm
Dinner & Dance $20

Kids under 15 $12 
Dance only $15 

BBQ RODEO DANCE
featuring

"The Little Wheeles Band"
JULY 3RD!

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Shirley Martin, for the past six years the 
director of curriculum and instruction 
for the Millbrae School District, has 

been named super-
intendent of the Las 
Lomitas Elementary 
School District to 
replace Mary Ann 
Somerville, who is 
retiring. 
 Ms. Martin has 
signed a contract 
to start at the K-8 
school district on 
August 6, said school 
board president 
David Bailard. Ms. 
Somerville will stay 
on through July.
 The district has 
about 1,057 students 
enrolled at two 
schools: Las Lomi-
tas (grades K-3) in 
Atherton and La 
Entrada (grades 4-8) 
in Menlo Park.
 The board will 
formally vote on 
the contract at its 
Wednesday, June 
21, meeting, which 
begins at 4 p.m. in 
the district office at 
1011 Altschul Ave. in 
Menlo Park. 
 During a 35-year 
career in education, 
Ms. Martin has been 
a middle school 
teacher, a learning 
coordinator, an acting principal and a prin-
cipal, all in California school districts. 
 She has a doctorate in institutional man-
agement from Pepperdine University, a 
master’s degree in education with an admin-
istrative credential from California State 
University, Fullerton, and a bachelor’s degree 

in education from the Oregon College of 
Education. She was an adjunct professor 
with La Jolla-based National University.
 The five-month search for a superinten-
dent involved about 20 candidates. Famil-

iarity with the Bay 
Area education 
scene was an impor-
tant component, 
Mr. Bailard told the 
Almanac.
 “What really 
impressed us was 
that we had a large 
number of very 
qualified appli-
cants,” he said. “It 
was really a pleasure 
to do the search.” 
 Mr. Ballard 
thanked Ms. Somer-
ville for “10 years of 
exceptional service 
to our district.”
 Ms. Martin said she 
is looking forward 
to working with the 
teachers, administra-
tors, school board, 
parents and support 
staff “that is the glue 
holding everything 
together.”
 “My belief is that 
open and two-way 
communication is an 
important key to our 
success,” she added. 
“When you have 
the collaboration 
and commitment to 
excellence from the 
entire community 

like there is in the Las Lomitas district, then 
you can accomplish anything for the chil-
dren, and I look forward to starting my new 
position in that environment.” 
 Ms. Martin, 59, is married and lives in 
San Carlos. She has two stepchildren and 
one 5-year-old granddaughter.  A

PEOPLE
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New superintendent named
for Las Lomitas district

During a 35-year career in education, Shirley 
Martin has been a middle school teacher, a learning 
coordinator, an acting principal and a principal, all 
in California school districts. 

New leader for environmental group
 Holly Van Houten, the 
new executive director of 
the environmental non-
profit Committee for Green 
Foothills, will be introduced 
to the public at a event on 
Thursday, July 6, at the 
Hewlett-Packard corporate 
auditorium in Palo Alto.
 Also at the event will be 
author Daniel Imhoff, who 
will talk about his book, 
“Farming with the Wild: 
Enhancing Biodiversity on 
Farms and Ranches.”
 Ms. Van Houten, who 
lives in San Mateo, came to 

the Committee for Green 
Foothills from the Bay Area 
Ridge Trail Council, where 
she was executive director. 
She has also worked for the 
National Park Service, as a 
legislative aide in the U.S. 

House of Representatives, 
and for the Presidio Trust.
 Mr. Imhoff ’s book, writ-
ten for a broad audience 
— from consumers to ranch-
ers — features farmers and 
ranchers who are working 
to protect the environment; 
sustain family farms; and 
show that agriculture doesn’t 
have to destroy the planet to 
feed it.
 The event, which is free 
and open to the public, will 
be held from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in the auditorium at 3000 
Hanover St. in Palo Alto.

Holly Van 
Houten was 

executive 
director of the 

Bay Area Ridge 
Trail Council.
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N E W S

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park Mayor Nich-
olas Jellins, a member 
of the Menlo Park 

City Council for eight years, 
said he will not seek re-election 
this November.
 Mr. Jellins was elected to his 
first four-year term in 1998, 
and re-elected in 2002. He is 
currently serving as the city’s 
mayor for the third time.
 He is one of a three-mem-

ber council majority that 
often votes together on major 
issues.
 All three of their seats are up 
for election in November. The 
other two members — Mickie 
Winkler and Lee Duboc — have 
not announced whether they 
will run.
 “It’s disappointing that 
[Mr. Jellins] isn’t running 
again, but I wish him the very 
best,” said Ms. Winkler. “He’s 
done a great service to our 
city the years he’s been on the 

council.”
 Mayor Jellins said he made 
his decision for “personal and 
professional reasons.”
 The council majority — 
council members Jellins, Win-
kler and Duboc — tend to win 
more support from business 
interests than the other two 
council members — Kelly Fer-
gusson and Andy Cohen.
 The majority has pushed for 
privatization of public servic-
es, and voted February 28 to 
contract out the operation of 

the new $6.8 million Burgess 
Aquatics Center.
 Mayor Jellins also consented 
to a push by council members 
Duboc and Winkler to explore 
privatizing the city’s child care 
programs.
 Candidates who back the posi-
tions of the majority must win 
all three seats to stay in control 

of the council.
 “I make this announcement 
at this time because I am com-
fortable with my decision and 
to provide additional oppor-
tunity for potential candidates 
to consider fully the enormous 
responsibility of the position to 
which they aspire,” said Mayor 
Jellins in an e-mail.
 Three candidates have 
announced they intend to run 
for council in November. They 
are Parks and Recreation Com-
missioner Richard Cline; former 
mayor Steve Schmidt; and Bay-
front Park advocate Elizabeth 
Lasensky. A

Mayor Nicholas Jellins won’t seek third term on council
Nicholas Jellins 

said he made 
his decision for 

“personal and 
professional 

reasons.”

Photo by Kainaz Amaria 

  ■ MENLO PARK■ Winkler and Duboc have not announced 
whether they will seek re-election.

Draft budget leaves pool, child care questions unanswered
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

How much will Menlo 
Park save by privatizing 
the new Burgess Aquat-

ics Center? How much do the 
city’s child care programs cost?
 If you’re asking these ques-
tions, don’t look to the city’s 
budget for definitive answers.
 Staff has submitted the draft 
2006-07 budget for City Council 
approval, and it calls for about 
$1.16 million in personnel and 
operating cuts and $378,000 in 
fee increases.
 But the city will still have to 
pull $1.8 million from its unal-
located reserves to bridge the 
gap between revenues and costs, 
largely due to high employee 
costs, according to a staff report 
by City Manager David Boesch.
 “The pressure of substantial 
cost increases, especially in 
employee retirement and health 
benefits, has exacerbated the 
budget balancing process,” he 
said in the report.
 The council’s consideration of 
the proposed budget is sched-
uled to start at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 

June 20, in the council chambers 
at the Civic Center, between 
Laurel and Alma streets. 

Pool savings
 Privatizing the city’s new, $6.8 
million Burgess Aquatics Cen-
ter is projected to save the city 
$415,000, but the draft budget 
doesn’t make clear how that 
figure was arrived at.
 The council voted 3-2 Febru-
ary 28 to privatize the facility, 
h a n d i n g 
over opera-
tion to Tim 
S h e e p e r , 
f o u n d e r 
of a local 
for-prof it 
c omp e t i -
tive sports 
prog r a m. 
Mr. Sheep-
er said he 
could run 
the facility at no cost to the 
city.
 Council members Nicholas 
Jellins, Mickie Winkler and 
Lee Duboc cited the savings as 
motivation for privatization, 
but council members Kelly Fer-

gusson and Andy Cohen said 
the city should have opened the 
pools as a city-run facility and 
determined its personnel and 
operation costs before making 
any decision to privatize.
 Costs associated with operating 
the facility are still listed in the 
city’s draft budget, but Finance 
Director Carol Augustine said 
that’s because the city will pay 
for certain aspects of operating 
the pool — such as maintenance 
of the facility and the electri-
cal bill — but Mr. Sheeper will 

reimburse 
the city’s 
costs.
 B u t 
what the 
city is sav-
ing through 
privatiza-
tion is still 
undefined: 
Ms. Augus-
tine said the 
city doesn’t 

track the separate costs of aquatics 
programs at the Burgess and Belle 
Haven facilities, and the overhead 
costs associated with the Burgess 
facility — staff costs that won’t 
disappear with privatization — are 
yet to be determined.

Ms. Augustine said the pro-
jected savings of $415,000 are 
accurate because the city won’t 
have to cover the costs of staff-
ing and operating the pool.

Child care costs
 The city is seeking bids from 
private operators to take over its 
child care programs in the new 
Menlo Children’s Center at the 
Civic Center. 
 But like data associated with 
the pool, an updated financial 
analysis of the programs has not 
been publicly released. 
 After being challenged by 
residents during budget hear-
ings in April and May, city staff 
acknowledged that initial esti-
mates that pegged the net costs of 

the city’s child care programs at 
$444,000 a year were too high.
 The budget does not distin-
guish costs incurred by programs 
held at the new Menlo Children’s 
Center, leaving the net cost of the 
programs — what the city would 
save if a private operator took 
over — undefined.
 Ms. Augustine said the coun-
cil will be given information 
about the programs in a separate 
report.

Budget process
 Heading into the current fiscal 
year, the city projected a budget 
shortfall of $2.9 million. 
 In May 2005, the city began a 
community outreach program 
that asked residents and busi-
ness owners — through a com-
munity-wide survey and budget 
workshops — what services to 
reduce and/or what taxes and 
fees to increase to cut the city’s 
projected deficit.
 A 1 percent utility tax could add 
about $800,000 to the city’s cof-
fers a year, according to city staff.
 The council is also scheduled 
to consider other budget strate-
gies, including employee layoffs 
and additional fee increases, in 
January. A

■ To view the draft budget, go 
to MenloPark.org, and click on 
“Draft Budget 2006-2007.
■ Send your response to this 
article to editor@AlmanacNews.
com. Note if it’s for publication, 
and if so, include your full name; 
residence (street and town); and 
phone number. Your phone num-
ber will not be published.

   ■ MENLO PARK

‘The pressure of substantial cost 
increases, especially in employee 
retirement and health benefits, 

has exacerbated the budget 
balancing process.’

CITY MANAGER DAVID BOESCH

■ Council meets on budget Tuesday.

Cohen lashes out at mayor, manager on Belle Haven programs
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Adiscussion by the Menlo 
Park City Council about 
the Belle Haven summer 

school program prompted some 
harsh criticism during the City 
Council’s June 13 meeting.
 Councilman Andy Cohen 
— who often calls for improv-
ing programs in the predomi-
nantly low-income Belle Haven 
neighborhood — lashed out at 
city staff and Mayor Nicholas 

Jellins during discussion of the 
community’s summer school 
program.
 Michael Taylor, the city’s act-
ing community services direc-
tor, said to simplify the pro-
gram’s scheduling, parents will 
no longer be able to enroll their 
children in the program part 
time. Instead, children must be 
enrolled for the full eight-week 
program at the full price.
 Mr. Taylor’s decision sparked 
several e-mails to the City 

Council, including messages 
from parent Angel Dodson, 
who said the change in policy 
will force her child out of the 
program for financial reasons.
 Mr. Taylor said exceptions — 
such as hourly rates for parents 
whose children attended classes 
part time — were made last year, 
but scheduling such exceptions 
disrupts the program. He said 
parents were sent notices of the 
policy change several months in 
advance.

 Parents from the Belle Haven 
neighborhood said exceptions 
have consistently been made in 
previous years to accommodate 
low-income families, and they 
received no notice.
 The program, based at Beech-
wood School near the Onetta 
Harris Community Center, 
serves 71 children from four 
school districts.

“Fed up”
 When Mr. Taylor said sched-

uling part-time students in the 
program is difficult, Mr. Cohen 
replied, “I flat out do not believe 
you.”
 City Manager David Boesch 
asked Mr. Cohen to respect 
Mr. Taylor’s explanation, but 
Mr. Cohen said Mr. Boesch was 
“completely out of line.”
 Mr. Cohen said Mr. Taylor’s 
action goes directly against a 
conscious decision made by the 

See COHEN, page 21



Stanford hotel-office complex
gets green light from council

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Visitors to Menlo Park should 
have a new hotel to check 
into by 2008.  

Stanford University’s plans to 
build a 120-room luxury hotel and 
100,000 square feet of office space 
were approved 3-1 by the City 
Council at its June 13 meeting.
 Councilman Andy Cohen 
opposed the project, and Coun-
cilwoman Kelly Fergusson did 
not vote due to a conflict of 
interest: she has a relative who 
is a Stanford employee.
 Stanford is teaming up with 
Dallas-based Rosewood Hotels 
and Resorts to build the hotel, five 
extended-stay villas, a restaurant, 

a health spa and four office build-
ings on a 21-acre site on Sand Hill 
Road at Interstate 280.
 Construction is tentatively 
scheduled to begin this fall, with 
the hotel open by 2008.
 “This will further put Menlo 
Park on the map,” said Council-
woman Lee Duboc, who voted 
for the project along with coun-
cil members Nicholas Jellins and 
Mickie Winkler.
 The hotel could generate an 
estimated $1.3 million for the 
city when it opens in 2008 and 
$1.9 million by 2011, according 
to a financial study. The bulk 
of those revenues would come 

from the city’s hotel tax.
 Council consideration of the 
project was nearly delayed, as 
Mr. Cohen left the meeting 

before Stanford officials could 
present the proposal.
 City Attorney Bill McClure 
said because Ms. Fergusson 
could not vote on the project, 
and Ms. Duboc was participat-
ing via telephone from Chicago, 
Mr. Cohen had to be present for 
a council quorum.
 Mr. Cohen, who stormed out 
of the meeting after a heated 
disagreement with Mayor Jellins 
and City Manager David Boesch 
during discussion of an earlier 
agenda item — the Belle Haven 
summer school program — 
returned to the council cham-
bers after being contacted by 
Mr. McClure. A
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What you do on 
the Dance Floor 
is Our Business
1st Session FREE

Group Classes Available
New adult students only. No partner needed.

Ballroom • Latin • Swing

650-216-7501
2065 Broadway, Redwood City

www.arthurmurrayredwoodcity.com

 
We were a family, your family, for more than 

eight years. Our relationship as life partners in raising a

little boy came to be out of love for each other and the 

implicit trust of mutual good intentions and integrity.

 We speak now and stand now for what we deeply

believe to be your responsibility to us behind your 

committment to us. We stand for the truth of our life

together and the validation it deserves.

 We ask you to honor and respect our time   

together by conveying enough money for us to live with 

ease and dignity in this community, which is our home, the

source of my livelihood and the place of supportive friends.

May we all move foward now.

 
 

 
         Lynne and Sam

-Paid Advertisement-

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To Include your church in
INSPIRATIONS

Call Blanca Yoc
650•326•8210 ext. 239

Ananda
A Place of Awakening

Sunday Celebration
9-9:45 am    Meditation
10-11:30 Worship and Satsang

2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
for a free brochure, call (650) 323-3363 

or visit www.anandapaloalto.org
Paramhansa Yogananda
Author of Autobiography of a Yogi

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

N E W S

See pictures on pages 3 and 5.

been “frustrating,” he added. “The 
whole process has been extremely 
slow, from the association’s point 
of view.” 
 The first mediation session is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
June 28, with a representative 
from the state’s mediation 
service, Mr. Kramer said. 
 Neither side would be spe-
cific about the issues dividing 
them, but Mr. Noble did say 
that the city wants to modify 
“some (police officer) benefits ... 
that we don’t think are in the best 
interests of the city or the associa-
tion.” 
 Since 2005, the city has lost 11 
patrol officers to outside recruiting, 

said Mr. Noble, a figure Mr. Kramer 
said “sounded about right.” 
 The association “is concerned 
over the continuing loss of vet-
eran police officers to other police 
agencies,” said Mr. Noble. The 
city’s efforts to recruit experienced 

officers have been difficult “due to 
wage and benefit inequities.” 
 Menlo Park, which has positions 
for 37 officers in the patrol divi-
sion, has three current vacancies, 
said Mr. Kramer. Three new police 

academy graduates started 16 to 18 
weeks of field training this week.
 Each academy graduate costs the 
city about $75,000 to train, said 
Mr. Noble. 
 The police officers association is 
interested in providing “incentives 

to retain veteran officers who 
have been loyal to the commu-
nity and will be instrumental 
in rebuilding the police depart-
ment,” he said.
 The current contract most likely 
includes a no-strike clause, said 
Mr. Noble. Asked if Menlo Park 

police are free to strike after an 
agreement expires, both Mr. 
Kramer and Mr. Noble said it 
was their understanding that 
such strikes are not allowed in 
California. A

COPS
continued from page 5

done so. 
 “Given the current circumstanc-
es in town, with the incredible 
presence of people taking advan-
tage of the beautiful surroundings, 
approving a third bicycling event 
during the summer seems like the 
last thing you’d want to do,” said 
former Town Council member 
Robert Susk.
 In all, five people spoke against 
the ride, two spoke in favor of it, 
and one encouraged town officials 
to clarify their policies and the role 
of the town’s Bicycle Committee.
 “I’m not a bicyclist, but I would 
absolutely approve this ride,” said 
Marna Page. “We don’t own the 
roads — they’re for everybody. 
The more people who ride bicycles 
aren’t polluting the air (with 

vehicle emissions).”
 Councilman Sinclair pointed 
out that the town had approved 
permits for three events in a 
single month before, and ought to 
approve the Ride to Defeat ALS.
 “As much as I hate to say it, we 
don’t own the roads. We can’t say 
we don’t want to share our roads 
with bicycles,” Mr. Sinclair said. 
“Given the law, the ordinance 
we have, and the precedent, I 
believe this is an event we should 
permit.”

Too many
 Councilman Ron Romines said 
there are too many people using 
Woodside’s roads, and an orga-
nized ride would only introduce 
more bicyclists to the town.
 He and Councilwoman Sue 
Boynton also cited an increasing 
amount of road rage among driv-

ers as a reason to deny the ALS ride. 
Councilwoman Carol Ann Hodges 
called for a council study session on 
the issue, and cited safety reasons 
for denying the permit.
 “Jefferson does not sound like 
the safest road in the world with 
which to conduct a bike ride with 
any number of participants,” she 
said. “Traffic on a winding road 
can get very impatient when it’s 
held up by a group of bicyclists.”
 Mayor Gordon took issue with 
her colleagues’ reasoning.
 “Both Ron and Sue brought up 
road rage. Because people are 
angry and make it unsafe for bikes, 
saying that that supports taking 
bicyclists off the road is not an 
acceptable reason,” she said. “These 
people are obeying the laws and 
we’re telling them that they can’t 
ride in town. They’re not the ones 
doing things that are illegal.” A

BIKE
continued from page 5

Woodside puts brake on charity bike ride

The association ‘is concerned over 
the continuing loss of veteran 

police officers,’ says spokesman 
John Noble.

■ Menlo Park council approves Stanford’s plan
for 21-acre site on Sand Hill Road at I-280.
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STEERING COMMITTEE

Susannah Albright
Kathleen Balestra

Polly Berquist
Rebecca Bloom
Sandy Carter

Celeste Chapman
Jeff Child

Carol Collins
Gaurang Desai
Laura Foster
Frances Gray

Steve Hoffmann

Alice Hom
Lily Hurlimann

Joan Joss
Sophia Kelley
Nancy Kessler
Tom LeMieux

Nancy McMahon
Anne Morrissey

Nancy McMahon
Trish Mitchell

Sue Olson
Kathy Oppenheimer

Shirley Orsak

Carol Orton
Jill Parker
Peg Phelps
Debi Rice
Laura Rich

Terri Richards
Jill Robertson
Mary Rudolph
Nancy Ryde
Brad Senden

Nancy Serrurier
Terry Thygesen

Kristin Vais

Caroline Wang
Darci Wentz
Juliet Wilson
Leslie Woods
Kim Young

Lynne Young 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Jeff Child, Co-Chair
Gaurang Desai, Co-Chair
Steve Hoffmann, Co-Chair

Kim Young, Co-Chair

Mark Balestra
Michelle Box
David Britts
Jeff Brody

Jim Carruthers
Bud Colligan

Katie Ferguson
Alex Fitz

Laura Foster
Kim Garlinghouse-Jones

Dana Hayse

Andy Kessler
Marian Kremer
John Moragne

Jen Novak
Jilll Olson

Geoff Parker
Geoff Ralston
Ted Schlein

Allan Thygesen
Dave Whorton

Thank You for Building Schools for a Strong Community!
              Laurel • Encinal • Oak Knoll • Hillivew  

On behalf of our children, our schools and our community,  
we thank you — our neighbors — for passing Measure U  

by an overwhelming majority and for your continued commitment  
to excellence in education in our local schools.

 Deborah Fitz, Co-Chair  Mark Box, Co-Chair

THE COMMITTEE TO BUILD FOR THE FUTURE: YES ON MEASURE U

Paid for by The Committee to Build for the Future: Yes on  Measure T – ID# 59-3836545

What sickened kids at Burgess pool still a mystery

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

Eight children who had 
been using the new chil-
dren’s pool in Menlo 

Park’s Burgess Aquatics Center 
one afternoon last week were 
hit with a range of harsh physi-
cal symptoms that brought fire 
district paramedics rushing 
to the scene and prompted an 
environmental health depart-
ment inspection.
 The source of the problem, 
which sent one youngster to 
the hospital for observation, 
remains a mystery. But the June 
16 incident appears to have 
been triggered by the acciden-
tal shutdown and subsequent 
startup of the system that cir-
culates water in the small pool 
designed for kids.
 The pool reopened within 
an hour after the incident 
occurred; the health depart-
ment inspection and water test-
ing done by the pool operator 
found no problem.
 Emergency services were 

called in at about 3:15 p.m. 
that day after the eight chil-
dren experienced burning 
eyes and throats and other 
symptoms, according to Tim 
Campbell, a battalion chief 
with the Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District.
 While some at the scene, 
including Mr. Campbell, sus-
pected a problem with the chlo-
rine f low into the pool, aquatics 
center operator Tim Sheeper 
refuted that, and said panic was 
a more likely suspect.
 At least one mother on the 
scene, a registered nurse who 
didn’t want to be identified, 
said she believed the children 
were under real physical dis-
tress, and said she observed 
some of them gasping for air, 
coughing and vomiting. One 
little boy, she said, was lethargic 
and appeared to be losing con-
sciousness.
 Battalion Chief Campbell said 
he was told that some of the 
children were stricken while in 
the pool, but Mr. Sheeper said 
that was not the case. He said 

the children had been taken out 
of the pool before any physical 
symptoms were reported for 
an entirely different reason: 
A child had hit an emergency 
stop switch, shutting down a 
pump that circulates water in 
the pool.
 The children were being tak-
en to a different area of the pool 
complex when the complaints 
began. Mr. Sheeper said a likely 
scenario is that they were still 
near the pool when the pump 
was turned back on, allowing 
the water to f low again; the 
strong smell of chlorinated 
water returned to the air, caus-
ing kids and their parents to 
think something was amiss.
 Mr. Campbell, the battalion 
chief, said at least one witness 
reported seeing a vapor cloud 
over the pool when the water 
f low resumed.
 But Mr. Sheeper insisted that 
nothing out of the ordinary 
occurred. “Those people don’t 
have an intricate understand-
ing of the pool or the chemical 
content of the water,” he said. 
“We deal with this pool 14 
hours a day, and it was fine.”
 The incident, he said, arose 
“more from a sense of panic, 

(from) just not knowing what 
was actually going on.
 “Parents get scared, and end 
up scaring their kids,” he said. 
“On the other hand, I’m a par-
ent of three kids, and I under-
stand the parenting instinct (to 
protect one’s children).”
 Mr. Sheeper and Michael 
Taylor, the city’s acting director 
of community services, said the 
chlorine level of the pool’s water 
was manually tested immedi-
ately after the children started 
complaining of symptoms, and 
there was nothing unusual in 
the chemical balance.
 The registered nurse who was 
at the center with her son and 
spoke with the Almanac after-
ward was highly critical of the 
response of the center’s staff. 
They “had no idea what to do,” 
she said, and they wouldn’t call 
for help.
 “I said to them, this is not a 

normal reaction — you need to 
call a paramedic,” she recount-
ed. Instead, she said, staff mem-
bers suggested that the children 
sit down in the shade.
 Finally, she said, she reached 
over to one of the phones and 
called 911.
 The police dispatcher fielded 
two calls, just seconds apart, 
one from a parent and one from 
a pool manager, said Nicole 
Acker of the Menlo Park Police 
Department.
 Mr. Sheeper said once the 
staff ’s decision was made to 
call 911, the mother had already 
called in. But, he said, staff 
members were not negligent. 
“We were trying to get a handle 
on what the issue was.”
 Although he believed there 
was no real problem, he was 
unable to “defuse the fears” of 
the parents, and that’s when 
staff called 911, he said. A

 Marcus Boyer stars  in “Yankee 
Doodle Dandy,” the rags-to-riches 
story of George M. Cohan and his 
patriotic music, on  Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, June 22-

24, starting at 7:30 p.m. at LDS 
Church, 1105 Valparaiso Ave. in 
Menlo Park. Donation at the door 
are $5 adults and $3 for children. 
Call 854-3079 for reservations.

‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ at Menlo Park church

■ Mother critical of staff’s response; pool 
operator says panic was main culprit.
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By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Woodside officials plan 
to celebrate the town’s 
50th anniversary of 

incorporation by paying off the 
town’s almost $2 million debt 
early.
 Woodside’s proposed $6.4 
million budget for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1 includes 
using some of the $3 million 
in windfall money to send the 
town’s long-term debt into early 
retirement.
 Woodside pays $243,000 
annually in debt service for 
certificates of participation used 
to raise money to build Town 
Hall and purchase the Mathisen 
property for the parking assess-
ment district in the early 1990s.
 “Let’s burn the mortgage,” 
Town Manager Susan George 
told the council at a special bud-
get meeting June 12. “We are in 
an enviable position to be able to 
do this, and it would make a lot 
of sense.”
 Woodside has $1.85 million in 
outstanding debt. It would cost 
the town $1.94 million to pay it 
off, including accrued interest 
and a 3-percent prepayment 
penalty of $55,000, Ms. George 
said.
 Council members, by consen-
sus, agreed to the plan.
 “I can’t think of a more 
appropriate way to celebrate our 
50th anniversary,” said Council-
woman Carroll Ann Hodges.
 Almost $2 million of “wind-
fall” money came from the 
town’s 20-percent interest in a 
property on Mountain Home 
Road that was donated to the 
town in the 1960s, Ms. George 
said. The surviving member 
of the couple passed away two 
years ago, and the property 
made its way through probate 
and was sold in March, she 
said.
 An additional $1.1 million 
in back property tax payments 
came from San Mateo County 
after Portola Valley officials 
discovered that Portola Valley, 
Woodside and two other cities 
in the county were being paid 
less than the 7-percent mini-
mum of property tax revenues 
set by the Tax Equity Allocation 
mandate.
 Woodside can expect an addi-
tional half-million dollars a year 
on an ongoing basis because of 
the so-called TEA mandate, Ms. 
George said.
 Besides the windfall mon-
ey, Woodside’s regular sources 

of revenue, such as property 
and sales taxes, are performing 
well above expected levels, Ms. 
George said.
 One of the biggest spending 
increases in the proposed bud-
get is for the police services pro-
vided by the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office. Woodside and 
Portola Valley split the cost of 
law enforcement rather than 
pay for their own police depart-
ments. 
 Woodside’s share of the first 
year of a new, three-year con-
tract with the Sheriff ’s Office 
is more than $700,000, with 
costs continuing to rise in 
subsequent years. It’s a 31.5 
percent increase over the cur-
rent year’s cost of $534,000, 
said Ms. George.
 “The county manager is 
insisting we pay for more and 
more things that we never paid 
for before,” including overhead 
and command supervision, Ms. 
George explained. “We’ve got-
ten a free ride for many, many 
years. That doesn’t make it any 
easier for us to write the check, 
but I do think it’s equitable.”
 At Ms. George’s proposal, 
the Woodside Town Council is 
poised to approve a significant 
expansion in its law enforcement 
services by adding a full-time 
deputy to do traffic enforcement 
only in Woodside. The one-year 
trial program would cost about 
$180,000, Ms. George said.
 “In general, we’re all really 
supportive of this,” said Mayor 
Deborah Gordon. “I think it’s 
an excellent idea.”
 Woodside is facing traffic 
problems, such as increased 
speeding and anecdotal reports 
of road rage. Two people com-
plained at the meeting about 
the large numbers of bicyclists 
that ride through the commu-
nity, especially on weekends. 
The problems are across the 
board, with no single user 
group — vehicles, bikes, horses 
or pedestrians — being solely 
responsible, Ms. George said.
 “I think this would be a won-
derful investment for the com-
munity and will make Wood-
side a nicer place for all of us,” 

said Bob Page, a member of the 
Woodside Bicycle Committee.
 One question that remains is 
where the additional deputy will 
put his desk. Woodside Town 
Hall has gotten so overcrowded 
that, in order to make a room for 
the new development services 
engineer starting this week, 
sheriff ’s deputies are losing their 
“substation” office and are being 
temporarily assigned to a hall-
way across from the council’s 
mailboxes, Ms. George said.
 “We’re just out of room,” she 
said.
 The proposed budget includes 
up to $40,000 to hire a profes-
sional space planner to assess 
town hall and make recommen-
dations for more efficient use of 

the space, but town officials may 
have to think about adding on 
to the back of the building, Ms. 
George said.
 Other new items include 
$70,000 for a one-year exten-
sion of an administrative tech-
nician position in the Planning 
Department to help keep up 
with the heavy workload, and 
the acquisition of building per-
mit tracking software that will 
enable people to check their 
permit status via the town’s Web 
site. Staff will develop a recom-
mendation for the software over 
the summer and come up with 
a cost estimate to present to the 

council in the fall, Ms. George 
said.
 The fiscal year beginning July 
1 is the second year in Wood-
side’s two-year budget cycle. The 
proposed budget is 11% higher 
than the preliminary budget 
reviewed by the Town Council 
in June 2005.
 The Town Council is set to 
formally vote to adopt the bud-
get for the 2006-2007 fiscal year 
at its regular meeting on Tues-
day, June 27. Meetings begin at 
7:30 p.m. in Independence Hall, 
2955 Woodside Road. For infor-
mation call 851-6790, or go to 
WoodsideTown.org. A

UMME

FUNS RUMME

FUNS R
For the Whole Family!

Saturday, June 24 10:00am-3:30pm

Members $15, Non-members $20, Children 5-17 $5
Barbecue Lunch: Adults $15, Children $6

(Tickets for barbecue must be ordered in advance)
Ice Cream Social $3

Purchase your tickets by calling
650-364-8300 x508 or visit www.filoli.org

i l o l i
One of America’s Greatest Treasures

86 Cañada Road, Woodside, California 94062-4143

Face Painting ~ Puppet Show
Popcorn ~ Cookies ~ Barbecue Lunch

Planting Activities ~ Live Music ~ Juggler & Clown

With extra cash, Woodside to 
‘burn mortgage,’ hire new deputy

Send any response to this article 
to editor@AlmanacNews.com. 
Note if it’s for publication, and if 
so, include your full name; your 
street and town; and your phone 
number. Your phone number will 
not be published.

   ■ WOODSIDE

Key proposals in Woodside’s draft 
budget for the year starting July 1:
■ Significantly expand traffic 
enforcement in town by adding a 
deputy for 40 hours a week.
■ Purchase a new software system 

so residents can track the status of 
building permits online.
■ Extend for a second year an 
administrative technician position in 
the Planning Department due to the 
heavy workload there.

 ■ BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
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The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Pierre Beau De Lomenie, a child in Menlo Park’s preschool child care program, pushes a toy train in the Menlo Children’s Center. The city is seeking 
bids from private operators to take over the preschool and school-age programs.
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E A S U R E D  U P ?
In the months leading up to the Novem-

ber 2001 election, something close to a 
modern-day miracle took place in Men-

lo Park: Residents came to an agreement.
 Political scheming and squabbling was 
mostly pushed aside as supporters joined 
forces to push the community to pass 
Measure T, a $38 million bond measure 
aimed at updating the city’s deteriorat-
ing recreation facilities.
 Despite the economic woes resulting 
from post-September 11 fears and the 
end of the dot-com boom, voters were 
willing to do what the bond proposed 
— pay an extra $14 per $100,000 of their 
property’s assessed value annually until 
the bond’s debt is repaid in 2046. 
 The bond was approved by 70 percent of 
the voters, with no organized opposition.
 Nearly five years later, $14 million of 
the Measure T funds have been spent. 
 But unlike the bond measure itself, 
which temporarily united the bulk of 
the community, bond-funded projects 
have proven divisive, and sparked impas-
sioned community-wide debates about 
public process, privatization and wheth-
er the bond is living up to its promises.

Children’s center
 The longest-standing controversy con-
cerning Measure T funds revolves around 
the Menlo Children’s Center, the city’s 

child care center, which opened May 1.
 A telephone poll conducted before the 
2001 election revealed that a new child 
care center would garner more com-
munity support for a recreation bond 
issue than any other proposed facility 
improvement or construction.
 A brand new $6 million children’s center 
was included on a list of Measure T projects 
and distributed in campaign literature. 
That, coupled with the support of child care 
parents, was crucial to the bond’s success, 
said Chuck Kinney, a member of the City 
Council from 1996 to 2004.
 But the $6 million center, later esti-
mated to cost $6.4 million, wasn’t built.
 Council members Nicholas Jellins, Lee 
Duboc and Mickie Winkler derailed the 
project, citing the high costs of a facility 
that would serve only 180 children.
 Instead of building the planned 13,900-
square-foot center, the city renovated the 
former police station to create a 9,000-
square-foot center that can house about 163 
children. The project cost $3.4 million, and 
$1.6 million was funded by Measure T.
 “Measure T promised a child care center. 
A child care center was built,” said Coun-
cilwoman Duboc in an e-mail. She was 
also a member of the Measure T steering 
committee that gathered support for the 

bond measure before the election.
 “From phone calls ... and discussions I had 
during the [Measure T] campaign, I discov-
ered that many residents were upset by the 
high cost of the center, and the relatively few 
children who were being served,” she said.
 Although Measure T campaign lit-
erature didn’t specify the size of the 
children’s center, and the city wasn’t 
legally bound to provide the $6 million 
center referenced throughout the cam-
paign, Mr. Kinney said that’s what the 
bond measure should have delivered.
 “Child care parents were targeted to get 
the bond passed. ... I believe the spirit of 
[Measure T] was to provide a brand new 
center based on the ideas of durability and 
longevity,” he said. Mr. Kinney was also a 
member of the steering committee.
 But Ms. Duboc said the council, based 
on public input and the city’s fiscal situ-
ation, made the right decision.
  “The city’s revenues were halved by a 
lagging economy and raids by the state 
on the city’s funds,” she said. “Many 
residents were questioning the needs for a 
$6.6 million center for under 200 kids.”
 Proponents of the smaller center 
applauded the council’s decision, but 
opponents — including Mr. Kinney and 
Councilman Paul Collacchi, who opposed 
the decision — felt deceived, because the 
city had already spent about $850,000 on 

studies and designs for the larger center. 
 “We didn’t build the child care center 
that voters approved,” said Mr. Collacchi. 
“We have a children’s center designed to 
fit a police station, not a facility designed 
to fit our child care programs.”
 City staff has been forced to adjust the 
child care programs due to some restric-
tions presented by the facility. The tod-
dler program is under-enrolled, as only 
one part-time enrollee is signed up for a 
program that is intended and licensed to 
accommodate six children.
 Parents and some staff members have 
pointed to the toddler room — a room 
they say is too small and with too little 
ventilation — as the reason behind poor 
enrollment.

Privatization debate
 Although Measure T was formed on 
the premise of improving public recre-
ational facilities, one of the facilities has 
been turned over to private hands, and 
another may be.
 Council members Winkler and Duboc 
were the driving force behind a speedy 
process that turned over operation of 
the new, Measure T-funded $6.8 million 
Burgess Aquatics Center to Tim Sheeper, 
head of a private, for-profit competitive 

First wave of  

recreation bond 

projects are up and

running, but not 

without controversy

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Lifeguard Steve Haile, right, watches children in the instructional pool during 
recreational swim at the city’s Burgess Aquatics Center. The facility was built with $6.8 
million of Measure T funds. 

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Opening day at the Burgess Aquatics 
Center attracted several hundred 
people, including Nicholas Gearing, 
left, and Saoirse Kane. The pool 
opened May 20, less than three 
months after it was turned over to a 
private operator.

BY  RORY BROWN  ALMANAC STAFF WRITER

Continued on next page
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sports program, with some conditions.
 Four weeks after Mr. Sheeper suggested 
he could operate the three-pool facility at 
no cost to the city, Mayor Jellins, Ms. Win-
kler and Ms. Duboc approved a five-year 
contract giving Mr. Sheeper the ability to 
set programs and rates for the facility.
 The programs and rates were later set 
in accord with the city manager and won 
approval from the Parks and Recreation 
commission.
 The contract states that the city will review 
the rates or program schedule if there is con-
cern from the public that rates or scheduling 
are restricting access to the pool.
 Ms. Duboc and Ms. Winkler have 
also publicly stated that the city should 
privatize its child care programs to cut 
city spending.
 But the council has yet to devote a 
discussion or meeting to determining 
whether voters are content with turning 
publicly funded facilities over to private 
operators, so the privatization debate has 
surfaced only on a case-by-case basis.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson called 
for a broader discussion, backed by 
Councilman Andy Cohen, but the topic 
never materialized.
 Mayor Jellins said voters contributed 
input to the bond measure through the 

vote, and it’s the council’s responsibility 
to decide how the projects move forward. 
“Now we’re looking at specific projects. 
... How they get done is up to the City 
Council. That’s what we do,” he said.
 He noted that he is always “willing to 
explore alternatives,” including privatiza-
tion, and he is “not willing to shut down 
discussion for ideological reasons.”

Undefined costs
 In talks about whether to privatize the 
children’s center and aquatics center, staff 
estimates of the actual savings associated 
with privatization have fluctuated.
 After being challenged by residents during 
budget hearings in April and May, city staff 
acknowledged that initial estimates that 
pegged the net costs of the city’s child care 
programs at $444,000 a year were too high, 
but even though the city is seeking bids from 
private companies to operate the programs, 
the exact costs are yet to be determined. 
 When the contract between Mr. 
Sheeper and the city was approved by the 
council February 28, questions remained 
about the potential revenue that could be 
derived from aquatics center programs, 
and what percentage of the city’s pro-
jected savings would remain as admin-
istrative and overhead costs.
 Ms. Duboc said “optimizing revenue” 
for recreation facilities, whether through 

privatization or other means, was a goal of 
the task force that formed the city’s Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan in 1999.
 “Leasing the pool to [Tim] Sheeper is a 
great win-win for the city of Menlo Park, 
and completely in tune with the master 
plan vision,” she said.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson said 
she’s “disturbed by the privatization 
effort,” and said she’s yet to see any data 
that proves turning over facilities to pri-
vate operators benefits the city.
 “We’re pursuing this ideological per-
spective rather than a fact-based deci-
sion-making process, and that doesn’t 
serve the public’s interest,” she said.
 Richard Cline, a parks and recreation 
commissioner who has announced he plans 
to run for council in November, said the 
improvements made to the city’s recreation 
facilities through Measure T have been 
“very successful,” but said the city needs to 
gauge if privatization is the best option.
 “We’re looking at alternative operators 
of these facilities after we’ve spent the 
money getting them built, and that’s not 
long-term planning,” he said.

 ‘A political issue’
 Ms. Fergusson, who frequently dis-
agrees with council members Jellins, 
Winkler and Duboc, said efforts by her 
colleagues to privatize services may play 
a key role in the November election, 
when all three of their terms expire.
 “There’s a very high level of frustra-
tion, and after the pool and child care 
talks, it’s grown,” she said.

 Ms. Duboc said some people may use 
Measure T “as a political issue,” but noted 
that each council has been forced to fund 
improvements to recreational facilities in 
a tough economic environment.
 “I believe that many who criticize do so 
because they don’t have all the facts and/
or they are trying to win political points,” 
she said. “I think the latter is too bad.”
 When asked if people speak out for or 
against the council’s handling of Mea-
sure T projects according to their politi-
cal affiliations, Mayor Jellins said, “One 
might reasonably come to that conclu-
sion, but I cannot directly comment.”
 Mayor Jellins last week announced he 
will not seek re-election; and council 
members Winkler and Duboc have yet 
to announce their decisions.

Playing fields
 Measure T funds have gone toward 
building and improving playing fields 
at Burgess and Nealon parks and at Oak 
Knoll and La Entrada schools, but the 
city’s field-shortage is far from solved.
 City Manager David Boesch acknowl-
edged that there are public expectations 
that the next wave of Measure T funding 
will go toward renovating the Burgess Gym 
and the Recreation Center, but there may 
also be demand for more playing fields.
 He said the council will set priorities 
for Measure T projects after hearing 
recommendations from the Parks and 
Recreation Commission in early 2007.
 Sports groups have pleaded for more play-
ing fields, and rallied behind recent efforts 
to examine potential field space at Bayfront 
Park, the 160-acre park off Marsh Road.
 In July, the council will decide whether 
to place an advisory measure on the 
November ballot that asks voters whether 
they support fields at Bayfront. But 
because the park is built on a closed landfill 
and is adjacent to the Bay, permitting and 
environmental hurdles may keep fields at 
the park from becoming a reality.
 Mr. Cline said Measure T funds could 
go toward building fields at the park, but 
he doesn’t want to lose funding for other 
projects.
 “Fields are a top priority because of 
the current limitations, but the gym and 
the recreation center are at the top of the 
queue, too,” he said.
 He added that the city could apply Mea-
sure T funds to further modify current 
fields, such as reconfiguring the soccer 
field at Burgess Park to make way for a 
full-sized field, or to fixing the under-
used baseball field at Kelly Park.  A

Continued from previous page

M E A S U R E  T

Measure T projects
Menlo Park has spent $14.4 million of the 
$38 million Measure T bond measure, 
approved by voters in 2001. It’s unknown 
what funds will be available for the next set 
of projects, but the City Council will likely 
prioritize projects by early 2007.

Measure T funds spent
Menlo Children’s Center $1,660,000
Burgess Pool $6,835,000
Burgess Park $3,718,000
Oak Knoll School field $210,000
Nealon Park $1,106,000
Encinal School Field $30,000
Tinker’s Park $85,000
La Entrada School $276,000
Fremont Park $91,000
Stanford Hills Park $250,000
Sharon Park $110,000
Sharon Hills Park $60,000
Total $14,431,000

Source: Menlo Park Public Works Department

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

The baseball field at Kelly Park in the Belle Haven neighborhood is underused. The 
field was built with redevelopment funds, but some people have floated the idea of 
using Measure T funds to build a larger field at the same site.

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

The toddler room at the Menlo Children’s Center is vacant for most of the day. 
The program only has one part-time enrollee, and some parents and staff blame 
the size and configuration of the room for low enrollment.
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N E W S Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specifi c discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $399
•  Living Trusts $399/$499
•  Incorporations/LLC $399
• Probate (FREE Quote)
•          QDRO, Buy/Sell 
   Agreements 
• And much more!Kyle & Koko

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Henry’s Prime 
Steakhouse
888 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park 
(650) 323-7600.
Great Steaks. Great Prices. 
Check out our new menu 
featuring Prime & Niman 
Ranch Steaks, Fresh Seafood 
& Prime Rib. Open for 
dinner every day at 5.

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

Woodside Delicatessen
1453 Woodside Road 
Woodside. Open 7 Days. 
(650) 369-4235 Specializing 
in Italian Delicacies. and 
Party Trays.

Connoisseur 
Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee 
Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Town Center teardown, rebuild 
impacts Portola Valley budget
■ Public hearing set for 
annual budget review. 
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The cost of tearing down 
the old school buildings 
at Town Center in Portola 

Valley and preparing the site for 
a planned $20 million com-
plex that includes a Town Hall, 
library and community hall is 
driving up town spending.
 The town plans to spend about 
$9 million in the fiscal year start-
ing July 1, a 91 percent increase 
over the previous year. But the $9 
million includes $1 million from 
the town’s reserves and $3.3 mil-
lion from private contributions to 
help build the new Town Center 
complex.
 The budget number includes 
both capital and operating 
expenses. Operations alone are 
expected to cost $3.8 million, a 
9 percent increase.
 The Town Council plans to 
hold a public hearing on the bud-
get Wednesday, June 28, starting 
at 8 p.m. in the Historic School-
house at 756 Portola Road. 
 Other notable expenses 
include a 15 percent increase — 
$53,000 — for law enforcement 
services; increases of 18 percent 

and 10 percent, respectively, 
for staff retirement and health 
insurance benefits; and $56,000 
to rent facilities for after-school 
classes, which will be offset by 
about $22,000 in class fees. 
 The jump in fees for police 
services reflects the “enormous 
number of people” retiring 
from the Sheriff ’s Office in the 
next couple of years, said Town 
Administrator Angela Howard. 
 The town is planning to spend 
$22,400 on emergency pre-
paredness, including $8,000 for 
training, $10,000 for emergency 
supplies, $1,000 for staff emer-
gency rations and $1,200 for 
communications equipment. 

Some revenues to rise
 Overall, town revenues are ris-
ing, due to a 5 percent increase 
in assessed property valuations 
plus $438,000 in new property 
tax money coming from San 

Mateo County. The latter is due 
to a state law that says towns 
that received less than 7 percent 
of their property tax revenues 
are entitled to more money.
 The word on the street was 
that the high price of natural gas 
would cause the town’s utility 
tax revenues to jump this year, 
but a warm winter led to lower 
consumption. Recent projec-
tions show the town taking in 
$641,768 — about 5 percent 
more than budgeted. 
 The town may lose $50,000 
in utility tax revenues from cell 
phone calls if, as is likely, Verizon 
Wireless wins its court fight with 
the city of Palo Alto over Verizon’s 
unwillingness to collect local util-
ity taxes for calls made on national 
calling plans, said Ms. Howard. 
 The outlook for utility tax rev-
enues “are looking a little bleak 
and one could argue for no change 
(in the rate) at this point,” said 
Councilman Ed Davis. The coun-
cil has been looking at reducing 
the utility tax rate. A

Note: Copies of the proposed budget 
are available weekdays at Town 
Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
3 to 5 p.m. Anyone may submit 
comments in writing to the council. 
For more information, call Sharon 
Hanlon at 851-1700, ext. 10. 

Send any response to this article 
to editor@AlmanacNews.com. 
Note if it’s for publication, and if 
so, include your full name; your 
residence (street and town); and 
your phone number. Your phone 
number will not be published.

   ■ PORTOLA VALLEY

Assessed property values rise 8 percent
 Last year’s strong residential 
real estate market was largely 
responsible for an estimated 8 
percent increase in the 2006-
07 tax assessment rolls in San 
Mateo County, reports county 
assessor Warren Slocum.
 The increase, amounting to 
more than $9 billion, will gener-
ate approximately $90 million in 
increased property tax revenues 
this year for schools, the county, 
cities and special districts, Mr. 
Slocum said.
 “Although the real estate mar-
ket has cooled in recent months 
due to climbing interest rates, 
the impact won’t be felt until 
next year,” he added.
 In 2006, there were 218,379 
real property parcels assessed by 
the county; just 242 new parcels 
were added to the rolls, Mr. Slo-
cum said.
 Beginning June 10, property 
owner will be mailed a state-
ment advising them of the 
assessed value of their property 
for fiscal year 2006. For most, 
the increase will be the 2 percent 
mandated by state law.
 Others will be advised of 
changes to the valuation of 
their property based on changes 

in ownership, new construc-
tion, calamity conditions where 
property owners are eligible for 
property tax relief, and a few 

Proposition 8 eligible properties 
where the property values have 
declined due to market condi-
tions, Mr. Slocum said.

 Property tax payments are not 
due until the fall.
 Owners with concerns can 
ask the assessor’s office for 
an informal review. If they 
dispute that decision, they 
can appeal to the Assessment 
Appeals Board.
 “If the value of a property as 
of January 1, 2006, was less than 
the amount shown on the letter, 
we want to hear from that prop-
erty owner,” Mr. Slocum said. 
“The owners may be eligible 
for a temporary relief in the 
valuation and a break on their 
taxes.”
 The assessor’s office has set 
up a temporary telephone bank 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. that people 
can reach at 572-2854. Informa-
tion is also  available at www.
smcare.org. 

‘Although the real estate 
market has cooled in 
recent months due to 
climbing interest rates, 
the impact won’t be felt 

until next year.’
SAN MATEO COUNTY ASSESSOR

WARREN SLOCUM

I Time to make
your business

grow?
Advertising in the Almanac can help
you reach your potential customers.



By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

The San Mateo County 
Elections Office had to 
discard — by recycling 

— more 300,000 paper ballots 
from the June 6 election, says 

elections manager David Tom.
 Under the law, every polling 
place must provide ballots for 75 
percent of the registered voters 
in the precinct, he explained.
 But on June 6, due to a low 
turnout and the fact that about 
half of the voters voted by mail, 

only 16 percent of registered vot-
ers actually went to the polls.
 “Think of the paper you have 
to throw away,” said Mr. Tom.
 Thinking about that, election 
officials have not decided how 
to handle the November elec-
tions. They may use nothing but 

the new eSlate electronic voting 
machines, or a combination of 
eSlates and the existing Eagle 
paper ballot machines.
 The eSlates do produce a paper 
record, but it’s much smaller 
than regular ballots, and it’s 
printed only for people who vote 
on the machine. The county 
doesn’t have to produce paper 
ballots for registered voters who 

don’t show up at the polls.

Complexity
 Elections, even in San Mateo 
County, are mind-boggling in 
their complexity.
 Two thousand poll workers 
staffed 472 precincts on primary 
day, June 6. They had to deal 

16 ■ The Almanac ■ June 21, 2006

N E W S

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

*offer good thru 7/24/06. Evaluation lesson required for new clients. 10 pack must be used by 8/30/06.

1800 El Camino Real, Suite C, Menlo Park, CA 94027-4128 
 www.thepilateszone.com • 650-325-9663

SUMMER PILATES!
Sign-up online for any 10 Pack Class 

and get a Free Mat Class! *

County starts hearings Monday on $1.6 billion budget

By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

San Mateo County will be 
able to maintain its current 
level of services over the 

next two years, thanks to still-hot 
house prices and a healthy sur-
plus. But relentlessly increasing 
costs for indigent health care and 
employee benefits make its long 
term-financial picture murky.
 “The cost of doing business is 
rising faster than our sustainable 
revenue stream,” warned Jerry 
Hill, president of the Board of 
Supervisors.
 This is the backdrop the super-
visors will be contemplating next 
week as they hold their marathon 
hearings on budgets for the 
next two fiscal years. Hearings 
start Monday, June 26, at 9 a.m., 
and wind up Wednesday after-
noon, June 28, in the Supervisors 
Chambers at 400 County Center 
(corner of Bradford St. and Ham-
ilton Avenue) in Redwood City.
 County Manager John Maltbie 
is proposing a budget of $1.59 
billion for the fiscal year start-

ing July 1, up 4.3 percent from 
the fiscal year ending June 30. 
 The budget for the 2007-2008 
fiscal year is proposed to drop 
by $115 million to $1.48 billion. 
That drop reflects major one-time 
expenditures scheduled for 2006-
07, Mr. Maltbie explained. These 
include: restructuring of the com-
puter system; replacement of the 
election voting system; one-time 
funding for the Retiree Health 
Care Trust Fund; completed capi-
tal improvements; and litigation 
settlements.
 The budget for the coming fiscal 
year cover such major programs 
as opening the new Youth Service 
Center this fall; a new homeless 
program called HOPE; strength-
ening the Planning and Building 
Division; updating the Local 
Coastal Plan for the Midcoast; 
providing housing for youth leav-
ing foster care; and planning to 
replace the women’s jail.
  The budget has been helped by 
a generally strong local economy 
and increasing revenues from 
sales and property taxes. These 

are up over 8 percent this year, 
and projected to rise 6 percent 
next year. “Property taxes are 
our bread and butter funds; they 
support essential services,” said 
Supervisor Hill.
 Property taxes make up about 
19 percent of total general fund 
revenues, but close to 55 percent 
of discretionary revenues that the 
county has control over. Almost $1 
billion in county revenues come 
from the state and federal govern-
ment and are allocated to specific 
programs with strict guidelines.
  “Therefore changes in prop-
erty taxes have a major impact 
on many vital county services,” 
Mr. Maltbie said. He expects 
real estate sales to slow and 
property tax revenues to drop.
 Fortunately, the county has 
$142 milion in reserves, which 
can offset the $23 million deficit 

projected for 2007-08. “But if 
expenditures continue to outpace 
revenues, the county will have to 
reduce expenditures or increase 
revenues to balance its budgets,” 
Mr. Maltbie said.

Clouds ahead
 The supervisors’ biggest worry 
is the increasing gap between 
costs to provide health care for 
those who can’t pay, and the 
reimbursements it receives from 
the federal and state govern-
ments.
 The deficit for operating the 
San Mateo Medical Center is 
projected to rise by $14 million 
in 2006-07. If this deficit con-
tinues to grow, it will consume 
more than 60 percent of gen-
eral fund revenues by 2014, Mr. 
Maltbie noted. This will reduce 
funding available for criminal 
justice services for unincorpo-
rated areas, child welfare, public 
and mental health, and other 
human services.
 “We’re just pinched by inade-
quate reimbursements from the 
state and federal governments,” 
said Supervisor Rich Gordon. 
 Mr. Gordon said the county 
may have to re-evaluate the levels 

of care it provides through its hos-
pital and clinics; it may even have 
to consider closing the hospital.
 The county is required by law 
to provide care to the indigent, 
but the law doesn’t specify the 
levels of care, Mr. Gordon noted. 
“We may have to say to some 
folks, ‘You’re not sick enough for 
us to care for you — yet.’”
 Mr. Gordon also suggested 
working with other hospitals 
and health providers to share the 
burden of indigent health care.
 The other huge worry is the 
increasing cost of paying and 
providing benefits for the county’s 
5,683 employees, plus its retir-
ees. Mr. Maltbie listed increas-
es in costs for annual salary 
adjustments, retiree healthcare, 
employee health care, and recently 
negotiated increases for probation 
officers and nurses. 
 And union contracts are due to 
be negotiated this year. “We will 
have to have some serious discus-
sions with the unions,” said Mr. 
Gordon.
 For information on the budget 
or the schedule of hearings, call 
the county manager’s office at 
363-4123; or go to co.sanmateo.
ca.us and click on Budget. A

Send any response to this article to 
editor@AlmanacNews.com. Note if 
it’s for publication, and if so, include 
your full name; your street and town; 
and your phone number. Your phone 
number will not be published.

   ■ RESPOND

Elections office discards 300,000 ballots

See BALLOTS, next page

■ Budget OK this year, but watch for increases in 
health costs and employee benefits in the future.



By Jane Knoerle
Almanac staff writer

Kelly Eaton of Menlo Park is taking a 
day off from her busy schedule on 
Thursday, June 22, to head for Sac-

ramento, where she will receive a $2,000 
scholarship in a ceremony on the floor of 
the state Senate.
  Kelly, a new Menlo-Atherton High 
School grad, has been named the 2006 
California Interscholastic Federation’s 
female scholar-athlete of the year. This 
marks the first time in the 24-year history 
of the CIF prize that it has been awarded 
to a San Mateo County student.
 This fall Kelly heads for Stanford Univer-
sity, where she has signed a letter of intent to 
play water polo.
 She has been named by the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle as one of the Peninsula’s 
top female high school athletes, water 
polo player of the year by both the CIF 
Central Coast Section and San Jose Mer-
cury News, and league swimmer of the 
year by the San Mateo Times.
 She was also named M-A’s 2005 athlete of 
the year and 2006 senior athlete of the year.
 You won’t find Kelly hanging out at the 
mall or glued to the TV this summer. She’s 
up at 5:30 a.m. to practice with the Stan-
ford water polo club, then off to Menlo 
Country Club for activities with kids at 

the summer day camp. At 4 p.m. she’s back 
at Stanford to coach the 14-and-under 
girl’s water polo team.
  Kelly’s mom, Mary Etta Eaton, attributes 
her daughter’s love of water sports to her 
early years when she was a “water baby” in 
Maui. After three years in Maui, the fam-
ily returned to Menlo Park so the children, 
Kelly and Robbie, could 
attend local schools.
 Kelly entered kinder-
garten at Las Lomitas 
School and graduated 
from La Entrada before 
entering Menlo-Atherton 
High School.
 She didn’t join a swim 
team until she began 
playing for the girls 
water polo club at Stanford after sixth 
grade. At Menlo-Atherton, she has been 
on the starting team for each of her four 
years and holds records for the backstroke 
at both M-A and the Peninsula Athletic 
League, where she was voted most valu-
able player. During the summer of 2004 
and 2005, she was named PAL swimmer 
of the Year.
 Kelly doesn’t spend all her time in the 
water, either. She pulled down at 4.2 grade 
average and aced 1405 on her SATs.
 Since junior high, she has had a vaca-
tion services business called “Kelly 

Cares.” She has also played in the M-A 
advanced concert band (alto sax, f lute, 
piccolo), intermediate jazz band and 
helped found the school’s knitting club.
 And she owns a black belt in jujitsu.
 On June 22, Kelly’s parents, Mike and 
Mary Etta Eaton, will be on hand to see 

her receive the prestigious CIF award. Right 
from Sacramento, she will fly to Los Ange-
les to go into training with the U.S. Junior 
National water polo team.
 “It would be a dream to make the trav-
eling team that will be going to Italy and 
Greece in July,” says her proud mom. A

Information night for school board candidates 
 Those interested in running 
in the November election for the 
governing board of the Menlo Park 
City School District are invited to 
a candidates information night at 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 22, in the 
board room of the district office, 
181 Encinal Ave. in Atherton.
 Trustees Terry Thygesen and 
Bruce Ives, who are in their second 
four-year terms on the board, will 
talk about the roles and responsi-
bilities of school board members. 
They also will discuss initiatives 
and challenges ahead for the 
elementary school district.
 Three trustee positions are up 

for election November 7. Laura 
Rich, president of the board, said 
she will seek re-election. Trustees 
Nancy Serrurier and Carol Orton 
said they won’t run for another 
term.
 The filing period for potential 
candidates is July 17 through 
August 11. Information and fil-
ing documents are available at 
the Registration and Elections 
Division of San Mateo County, 
40 Tower Road in San Mateo; or 
by calling 312-5222. 

Consolidating student loans
 Because interest rates on fed-
eral student loans will rise July 
1, Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, 
D-Atherton, is urging parents and 
students to lock in lower interest 
rates now.
 Student borrowers who consoli-
date before July 1 may be eligible 
to lock in a rate as low as 4.75 
percent. After July 1 the rates will 
climb to 6.625 percent for con-
tinuing students, 7.25 for gradu-
ates and 8 percent for parents. 
Information about consolidation 
can be found at eshoo.house.gov.

Stephanie Barrales
gets scholarship
 Sephanie Barrales of Redwood 
City, a senior at Menlo School in 
Atherton, has won a $1,000 Sam 
Walton Community Scholar-
ship. The scholarship is one of 
some $350,000 in scholarships 
awarded by Wal-Mart across 
California, including $31,000 
to students in the Bay Area. 
Ms. Barrales is heading for the 
University of California at Davis 
next fall, said her sister, Amelia 
Barrales, who works in commu-
nications at the U.S. Geological 
Survey in Menlo Park. 
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with at least 30 different bal-
lots in three languages as voters 
selected candidates for some 200 
offices in five political parties.
 Of the 350,305 registered vot-
ers in the county, only 27 percent 
turned out (including by mail). 
The final tally, expected to be 
released this week or next, will be 
slightly higher when all ballots are 
counted, including mail-in ballots 
that arrived on election day.
 More than 50,000 ballots were 
mailed in, or dropped off at poll-

ing places the last day — “like 
income taxes,” Mr. Tom said.
 Under pressure to comply 
with new federal and state 
requirements, the county set up 
voting centers with eSlate voting 
machines that can be used by 
people with disabilities. A total 
of 381 people voted at the nine 
centers around the county.
 Under the law, every polling 
place must have a machine that 
can be used by people with 
visual, hearing and mobility 
problems. The machines must 
also be able to provide a paper 
record. A

BALLOTS
continued from previous page
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Kelly Eaton named scholar-athlete of the year

Photo by Matt Thomas

Kelly Eaton was  named M-A High’s 2006 senior athlete of the year.

  ■ NOTES

La Honda Faire & Music
Festival this weekend
 The Banana Slug String Band, 
Pacific Vibrations, and the Gary 
Gates Band are among entertain-
ers at the La Honda Faire & Music 
Festival, to be held Saturday and 
Sunday, June 24-25, at La Honda 
Gardens, 8865 La Honda Road in 
La Honda. Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.
 The free festival will feature 30 
juried arts and crafts vendors. 
“The faire is a lot like the Kings 
Mountain Art Festival only small-
er and more intimate,” says Tom 
Burden, who is co-coordinator 
with Bonnie Fiedler.
 There will be a bounce castle, 
crafts, games and face painting 
for the children. Pioneer Market 
and La Honda House Cafe will 
sell food, along with vendors of 
Chinese and German fare and 

snack food. Beer and wine will be 
available.
 The faire began in 1989 when 
the community revived an event 
from the 1960s called La Honda 
Days. All proceeds go to the La 
Honda Educational Foundation. 
During the 2004-2005 school year, 
the foundation gave $60,000 to 
the La Honda Elementary School 
to fund an additional teacher and 
art and music programs.
 Faire visitors are advised to bring 
lawn chairs and blankets to sit in 
the sun or the shade of the red-
woods to listen to the local bands. 
The faire is located on Highway 84, 
six miles past the Highway 35/Sky-
line Boulevard intersection to La 
Honda Center. For information, 
call Bonnie Fiedler at 747-0640 or 
go to la-honda-faire.org.

Atherton Gallery closes after 47 years
 After 47 years in business, own-
er Albert Smith of Menlo Park 
announced the closing of the 
Atherton Gallery at 1616 El Cami-
no Real in Menlo Park on June 17. 
 The gallery was noted for its 
collection of antique etchings, 

18th and 19th century botani-
cals, early maps of the U.S. and 
the West, Asian paintings and 
wood block prints, and 19th 
century English watercolors. The 
gallery also specialized in custom 
framing.

Kelly Eaton
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Manantrara
Palo Alto’s newest entry into 
fi ne dining with a sophisticated 
ambiance. Elegant California 
Cuisine with a dash of India

Open for Lunch (Mon.-Fri.) & Dinner (Seven Days)

Mantra’s Daru Lounge: Sleek 
and chic long bar and lounge 
serving small plates, wine and 
exquisite cocktails to the 
rhythm and beats of the world.

Mantra Restaurant & Lounge
632 Emerson Street  •  Palo Alto, CA 94301

tel 650.322.3500  •  fax 650.322.3502
reservations@mantrapaloalto.com  •  www.mantrapaloalto.com

Now Open for Lunch & Dinner

Manantrara

Deadline to reserve 

advertising space in the 

July 5th edition of 

the Almanac & 

Palo Alto Weekly

June 28th, noon

HOME RENOVATIONS
KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN

www.danenbergdesigns.com 

CALL 650-325-2060
FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

1155  CRANE  S TREE T,  MENLO PARK

Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

We offer 
Family haircuts, 

Hair colors, Perms, 
Wedding & Formal 

hair styles, Manicure 
& Pedicure, Facials, & 

Body treatments.
~ ~ ~

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

�

�

Atherton to use more parcel tax 
cash on street, drainage repairs
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Atherton is directing more 
of the town’s resources 
toward road and drainage 

repairs, and for the first time, will 
have a separate category dedi-
cated to emergency preparedness 
projects in its annual budget. 
 At a special meeting held June 
14, the Atherton City Council 
unanimously approved a $9.2 
million operating budget and 
$3.9 million capital improve-
ment program budget for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1.
 The 2006-07 budget calls for 
using only $450,000 of parcel tax 
revenues for operating expenses, 
$349,000 less than in the current 
year’s budget, said Finance Direc-
tor John Johns. The remainder of 
the nearly $2 million in annual 
parcel tax revenues will go toward 
capital improvement projects 
such as road repair, storm drain 
system improvements and other 
infrastructure work. 
 The $3.9 million budget for capi-
tal improvements includes a $1.65 
million project to repair Atherton’s 
side of Valparaiso Avenue. 

 Emergency repairs to shore up 
the Atherton channel along Marsh 
Road before the winter rains come 
are anticipated in the budget, but a 
specific dollar amount hasn’t been 
determined yet. 
 Public Works Director Duncan 
Jones said that major repair work to 
the channel’s retaining wall is badly 
needed, but that the work won’t get 
underway until next year.
 Vibration caused by the traf-
fic along Marsh Road is causing 
the concrete-lined channel to fail 
more rapidly than expected, Mr. 

Jones said. Besides repairing the 
retaining wall, a vehicle barrier 
wall is also recommended because 
“the police have to keep fishing 
people out of the creek,” he said.
 Town officials expect to see 
slight decreases in revenues in 
the coming fiscal year, as com-
pared with the current year, 
including about $100,000 less 
in building permit fees than 
anticipated and almost $10,000 
less in tax on real estate sales. 

Town of Atherton

How Atherton plans to split town spending in the year starting July 1.

See PARCEL TAX, page 20
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MEMBER FDIC
Members Federal Reserve System

Looking for that special CD Rate? Look no further,
Liberty Bank has done it again!

On June 15, 2006, Liberty Bank is pleased to offer the following Certifi cate 
of Deposit with a minimum deposit of $10,000 with no maximum amount.

251 Lytton Ave. #100, Palo Alto, CA 94301  650-617-0440  M-F 9am-4pm

Marshall M. Armstrong
Senior Vice President and Regional Manager
marmstrong@libertybk.com
A Palo Alto Banker since 1970

4.75% APY*
No Public Funds

8 month Certifi cate of Deposit
No Financial Institutions

*Simple daily balance method is used to calculate the Insterest on Certifi cate of Deposit. Rate 
is subject to change. Penalty imposed for early withdrawal. Account to be opened with funds 

from outside Liberty Bank.

www.libertybk.com

 Sacred Heart Preparatory’s 
Class of 2006 received diplomas 
June 1 after a round of celebra-
tions that included a Mass, honors 
convocation and the traditional 
“Alumni Pinning Ceremony,” 
welcoming the 117 graduates into 
the Sacred Heart Schools Alumni 
Association.
 Commencement began with a 
procession of trustees, faculty and 
graduates marching to a stage set 
up for an outdoor ceremony on 
the Atherton campus.
 Principal Richard Dioli, the 
master of ceremonies, introduced 
senior Lauren Virnoche, who 
sang the national anthem. Direc-
tor of Schools Joseph Ciancaglini 
welcomed the assembled.
 Claire-Marine Sarner gave the 
valedictorian’s speech, and Sarah 
King delivered the salutatory 
address.
 Kathleen Hughes, provincial 
superior for the U.S. Province of 
the Religious of the Sacred Heart, 
gave the graduation address.
 Dr. Ciancaglini, Mr. Dioli and 
board chair Mindy Rogers pre-
sented the graduates with their 
diplomas. The ceremony ended 

with a farewell song, “Bridge Over 
Troubled Waters,” sung by gradu-
ating senior Dillon Chambers.

Graduates

A-BAram Amid-Hozour, Kevin 
Waterman Andrews, Vincent 

Domenic Andrighetto, Randolph Wil-
liam Cua Ang, 
Ruth Abrams 
Bacon, Dante 
Greco Baruh, 
Eric Christo-
pher Berlin, 
Elizabeth Ann 
Brezinski, 
Campbell Wil-
liams Browne, 
Brittany Rose 
Brugos, Nicola 
Jane Budd-
Thanos

CEdie Rose Campbell-Urban, 
Rebecca Ann Carr, Lia Gianna Cas-

sanego, Scott Laib Cattaneo, Andrew 
Bernard Cattermole, Dillon Scott 
Chambers, Rebecca Michelle Child, 
Nicholas George Chrisman, Charlotte 
Anne Chuter, Christina Marie Clark, 
Patrick Kelley Coffey, Alexander Loong 

Hoi Collette, Ashli Meghan Comstock, 
Eric Thomas Cowell, Anne Marie Coyne

D-FMikel Jose Davila, Kevin Bull-
ock Deggelman, Elizabeth 

Marie-Gomez Dillingham, Kevin Antho-
ny Dos Remedios, Sophia Elizabeth 
Duluk, Alexander Dwight Dunlevie, 
Charles Edward Espeleta, Hailey Eliza-
beth Evans, Lauren Lynne Evans, Adam 
Peter Fagin, Daniel Peter Filice, Juliana 
Denise Filippi, Ada Valeska Flores-
Lemos, Catalina Fries, Christopher 
Joseph Fung

G-KJulia Elena Garces, 
Samuel Chadwick Gibbs 

IV, Charles Van Arsdale Greene, 
Melissa Carroll Greenleaf, Nicolas 
Adam Haderer, Mark David Hanson 
Jr., Cory John Hatton, Christian Ber-
nard Hebert, Robert John Horsley Jr., 
Grant Keone Hutchins, Melissa Willett 
Irvine, Michelle Monique Ivery, Kim-
berley Hillyard Jackson, Kelly Marie 
Jandro, Lauren Emilie Jollymour, 
Sean Timothy Jordan, Jeffrey Arthur 
Juelsgaard, Rachel Lynn Kavanaugh, 
Sarah Nicole King

L-MChristine Elvira Lahlouh. 
Kimberly Elizabeth Lautze, 

Atilla Persik Lazar, Jeffrey Keegan 
Leary, Jonathan Edward Lervold, 
Alayna Cantrell Lim, Michael Alexander 
Lim, Jamie Nicole Lowe, Olivia Un-Wei 
Lu-Hill, John Travis Lucian, Matthew 
Alexander Manos, Layne Alice Marr, 
Elizabeth McHugh Mason, Shayne Ger-
mae McGanney, Kristen Emily McMil-
lan, Brandon Ming Deh Miao, Brooks 
Robert Miller, Margarita Cabangangan 

Miranda, Melissa Josephine Mordell, 
Andrew Bell Moudry, Jacquelyn Chris-
tine Mumford

N-RKelly Christine Nicholson, 
Andrew Lee Ninnemann, 

Julie Anne Oberhausen, Andres 
O’Donnell, Alexander Luciano Ortiz, 
Irene Palafox, Mollie Lane Parker, 
Thomas Edward Pierson, Aubrie Claire 
Pollock, Jason Michael Powell, Julia 
Lauren Powers, Thomas Jefferson 
Powers VII, Kevin Lew Reynolds, Adam 
Michael Rhine, Christina Ann Richards

S-YClaire-Marine Marthe Sarner, 
David Thomas Schaller, Alden 

Taylor Seabolt, Zachary Spenser Skelton, 
Brandon Joseph Delgadillo Smith, Brenda 
Emily Soto, Lois Kimiko Stephens, Edes-
sa Mary Tailo, Diana Elizabeth Tarantino, 
Samantha Louise Tucker, Elodie Solange 
Gloria Turchi, Stephanie Charlotte Verton-
gen, Lauren Coleen Virnoche, Jonathan 
Alexander Wang, Dylan Reid Wengert, 
Carrie Elysia Wilkins, Katherine Mae 
Wilkinson, Marcus Dion Williams, Car-
men-Rosa Wishart, Tiffany Hoi-Man Yim, 
Garrick Kar-Hang Yuen.

Sacred Heart Schools/Holly Goodliffe

Sacred Heart Prep graduates, from left, Kevin Deggelman and 
Melissa Mordell, both of Portola Valley, and Cory Hatton of Redwood City 
share some happy moments.

  ■ CLASS OF 2006

Sacred Heart Prep
celebrates graduation

Valedictorian 
Claire-Marine 
Sarner of Atherton.
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Stanford

Monday, July 3, 2006

7:30 pm
Gates open at 5:30 pm
Frost Amphitheater,
Stanford University

In what has become 

a joyous annual 

tradition, Stanford 

Lively Arts presents a 

pre-Independence Day 

celebration outdoors 

in beautiful Frost

Amphitheater. 

Join us on July 3rd as 

we welcome back the

Preservation Hall Jazz

Band. The lively and 

spirited music will be 

followed by a spectacular

fireworks display. Bring

the whole family and

come early to picnic.

(The concert will be performed,
rain or shine; fireworks depend-
ent upon weather conditions.)

TICKETS: $38>>Adult
$19>>Youth 
(Ages 15 & under)

ORDER TODAY!
650-725-ARTS (2787) 

http://livelyarts.stanford.edu
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3
2006

CELEBRATION
PRESERVATION HALL
JAZZ BAND AND
FIREWORKS

WITH
T H EJULY

OFFICIAL MEDIA SPONSORS:

Local Builders – Local Pride !
Living and Building in the Palo Alto

area for more than 20 years

General Contractors
License #730954

650-494-2400        www.BandBBuilders.com

• Remodels

• Additions

• New Construction

• Kitchens and 
bathrooms

P026038 04/02

statefarm.com®

State Farm® • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

like a good neighbor,
state farm is there.®

we live where you live.®

Suzanne Hilgeman, Agent,  CLU ChFC
CA lic. #: 0621860
Portola Valley, CA 94028
Bus: 650-851-3276
suzie.hilgeman.b8eh@statefarm.com

For your insurance and financial needs, 
see me your local State Farm Agent:

By Don Kazak
Palo Alto Weekly Staff

The Palo Alto-based Com-
mittee for Green Foothills 
has filed a lawsuit against 

Stanford University and Santa 
Clara County over the county’s 
approval of the location of a pro-
posed hiking trail on the north-
ern edge of campus, claiming 
that trail was approved without 
adequate environmental review.
 The lawsuit asks Santa Clara 
County Superior Court to void 
the approval of the C1 hiking 
trail, which is to be located along 
Alpine Road in San Mateo Coun-
ty. The location of the proposed 
trail has been heavily criticized 
by environmental groups and 
residents along Alpine Road.
 Stanford’s proposal is currently 
before the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors. “It may be 

premature to take action because 
of the lawsuit,” said Supervisor 
Rich Gordon. “If we took action, 
it might impact the suit.”
 Stanford attorneys think the 
lawsuit is “without merit,” said 
Larry Horton, director of govern-
ment and community relations at 
Stanford. “We feel there are errors 
of fact and law in the lawsuit.”
 Horton added that Stanford 
does not comment on the specif-
ics of litigation, “but we will be 
responding to them in due time.”
 As part of the general use permit 
(GUP) approved for the Stanford 
campus by Santa Clara County in 
2000, Stanford is required to build 
two hiking trails on its lands. But 
the location of the two trails has 
been hotly contested by Stanford 
neighbors.
 “Stanford promised to build 
two trails to make for the 
impacts from a massive expan-

sion in campus development,” 
said Brian Schmidt, Santa Clara 
County legislative advocate for 
Committee for Green Foothills. 
“Now they’ve pressured Santa 
Clara County to drop one trail 
requirement and simply expand 
an existing sidewalk along the 
heavy traffic of Alpine Road. The 
expanded sidewalk will have no 
recreational value, will provide 
little additional use, will be 
enormously expensive and cause 
environmental damage to hill-
sides and a major local creek.”
 Santa Clara County did an 

environmental review for a second 
trail, called the S1 trail, on the 
southern part of its lands. That 
trail location is not being chal-
lenged. But Stanford said it would 
accept approval of the S1 trail as 
long as the location of the C1 trail 
was approved at the same time.
 The Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors approved 
Stanford’s request on a 4-1 vote 
last year with Liz Kniss, the 
supervisor representing Palo 
Alto, Stanford University and 
North County, dissenting.
 The lawsuit alleges that the 

approval of the C1 trail violates the 
California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) by not having ade-
quate review of the environmental 
review of the impacts of the trail.
 Many of the points raised in the 
lawsuit were made by Kniss last 
year, she said. Stanford’s desire to 
build the C1 trail in San Mateo 
County also “creates a precedent of 
requiring a county to mitigate the 
impacts (of a project) on a neigh-
boring county,” Kniss said. A

Marion Softky contributed to this 
report.

Environmental group sues Stanford over trail

Science lectures
under the stars
 Starting Thursday, June 22, 
Stanford and the Cantor Center 
for the Visual Arts are offering 
five evening programs that mix 
enjoyment of the museum with 
free lectures under the stars that 
explore current scientific issues 
ranging from the environment 
to earthquakes and stem cells.
 On June 22, Stephen Palumbi, 
professor of biological sciences, will 
speak about the transformation of 
Monterey Bay from the over-fished 
ecosystem of John Steinbeck’s day 
to one of the nation’s most beauti-
ful shorelines.
 The museum is open and free 
from 5 to 8 p.m. Lawn chairs 
will be provided for the lecture, 
but people may bring blankets 
and picnics, or purchase refresh-
ments from the Cool Cafe. 
 Future lectures are set for July 
6 and 20, and August 3 and 31. 
Topics, presented for the lay-
man, will include evolution and 
disease, earthquakes, and issues 
surrounding stem cells. For 
information, call 723-2558, or go 
to Stanford.edu/news.

 Atherton is losing more than 
$150,000 in law enforcement grant 
money and is facing a 10 percent 
increase in the cost of employee 
health insurance premiums.
 All in all, the budget will draw 
down the town’s general fund 
balance by $300,000, Mr. Johns 
said. He said town staff was not 
concerned because Atherton’s 
reserves are well above mini-
mum levels. Mr. Johns said that 
Atherton had an exceptional 
year for revenues in 2005-06, 
and he cautioned the council 

that he’s making very conserva-
tive revenue projections for the 
coming budget year.
 Council members directed staff 
to create a separate budget category 
for emergency preparedness and 
allocated $120,000 to it, although 
no specific uses for that money 
have been approved yet. Other 
emergency preparedness items in 
the budget are an emergency trailer 
that holds supplies and can serve as 
a communications and command 
center, and construction of a well in 
the Holbrook-Palmer Park to sup-
ply residents with an emergency 
water supply, said City Manager 
Jim Robinson. A

Tree ordinance
goes to panel
 For all the woodsy ambience in 
Woodside, the town has no tree 
protection ordinance. An attempt 
to get one on the books stalled at the 
Town Council’s June 12 meeting. 
 Council members agreed the 
town needs a clearer set of rules 
for protecting significant trees, but 
couldn’t agree on the details of a 
draft ordinance recommended by 
the town’s Planning Commission 
and Conservation and Environ-
mental Health Committee.
 Several council members said 
some definitions and provisions 
need to be clarified to make the 
ordinance user-friendly for prop-
erty owners.
 Rather than scuttle an ordinance 
that was two years in the making, 
Mayor Deborah Gordon, Council-
man Pete Sinclair, Planning Direc-
tor Hope Sullivan and CEHC vice 
chair Stephanie MacDonald agreed 
to meet and hammer out a compro-
mise to bring back to the council.

PARCEL TAX
continued from page 18



 From food supplies for 
polar bears in the Arctic to 
coral reefs in the tropics, 
global warming appears to 
be affecting wildlife around 
the world.
 Dr. Lara Hansen, chief sci-
entist for the World Wildlife 
Fund, will review the effects 
of climate change on wildlife 
in a slide-show Monday, June 
26, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
1140 Cowper St. in Palo 
Alto.
 Sponsors are Acterra, the 
Sierra Club and the World 
Wildlife Fund. Tickets at 
$5 each may be purchased 
at the door. For informa-
tion, call Ellen Wilkinson at 
962-9876, ext. 306; or go to 
acterra.org.

Florence H. Gottdiener
Retired physician

 Florence H. Gottdiener, a 27-
year resident of Menlo Park, died 
at home on June 16. She was 95.  
 A graduate of Cornell Univer-
sity, Dr. Gottdiener was one of 
the first women admitted to the 
University of Maryland School 
of Medicine. A native of Pough-
keepsie, New York, she practiced 
obstetrics-gynecology there from 

1939 until she retired in 1979. 
 She was active in the Dutchess 
County Maternal Welfare League, 
a forerunner of Planned Parent-
hood. In 1952, she resigned in 
protest from the local hospital 
after being refused permission to 
run a family planning clinic; she 
returned the following year when 
the hospital reversed its decision.  
 After retiring, Dr. Gottdiener 
moved to Menlo Park to join her 
daughters. She enjoyed garden-
ing, reading, cooking, travel and 
the company of her children, 
grandchildren and neighbors, 

her family said.
 She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Dr. Elvin E. Gottdiener, 
and  her daughter, Dr. Donna G. 
Oakes. 
 Dr. Gottdiener is survived by 
two daughters, Dr. Dale G. Sick-
les of San Francisco and Mari L. 
Gottdiener, of Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts; three grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren.
 At her request, there will be no 
services. Memorial donations may 
be sent to Pathways Hospice Foun-
dation, 585 North Mary Avenue, 
Sunnyvale, CA 94085-2905.

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

Founded in 1983, we are
experts in the field of elder law
and estate planning.We have

given peace of mind to
thousands of individuals.

DON’T DELAY
650.493.8070

2300 Geng Road, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Coming July 15th & 16th

Advertising Space Reservation
DEADLINE: NOON, JUNE 27TH

This year’s special issue of the offi cial information guide 
will reach 60,000 households. 

From Menlo Park to Los Altos Hills.

650.854.2626

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA� Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio
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OBITUARY
This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft report: Bicycle stolen 
from shed, Hawthorn Drive, June 11. 
Burglary reports:
■ Two saws and an air hammer stolen 
from residence, Sutherland Drive, June 12. 
■ Bucket of tools stolen from residence, 
Callado Way, June 13. 
■ Construction tools stolen, 200 block 
of Atherton Avenue, June 15. 
Assault reports:
■ Domestic abuse, Stockbridge Ave-
nue, June 12. 
■ Woman walking dog was struck and 
knocked down by water balloon thrown 
from light green vehicle, 5:20 p.m. on 200 
block of Polhemus Avenue, June 13. 

MENLO PARK

Robbery report: Attempted robbery 
of pedestrian, about 2:15 a.m. near 
intersection of Hamilton and Plumas 
avenues, June 9. 
Assault report: Ronnie Betts, 49, of Men-
lo Park arrested on charges of assault with 
a deadly weapon in connection with male 
victim cut on hand by knife, 1200 block of 
Hollyburne Avenue, June 9. 
Sexual assault report: Victim grabbed 
by bicyclist, 9 p.m. on 1000 block of 
Ringwood Avenue, June 9. 
Spousal abuse reports:
■ First block of Coleman Place, June 11. 
■ 1100 block of Hollyburne Avenue, 
June 11. 
Child protective services report: 200 

block of Van Buren Road, June 14. 
Burglary reports:
■ Melissa Small, 35, of San Francisco 
arrested on burglary and robbery 
charges for theft of flower box and 
miscellaneous items from residence, 
and toiletries and blanket from vehicle, 
Ravenswood Avenue, June 12. 
■ Pressure washer, nail gun, power saw 
and tiller stolen from garage, 100 block 
of Walnut Street, June 12. 
■ Cash and video game player stolen 
from residence, 600 block of Bay Road, 
June 14. 
Auto burglary reports:
■ Two vehicles with windows smashed 
but nothing stolen, 700 block of El 
Camino Real, June 14. 
■ Stereo and speakers stolen, 1200 
block of El Camino Real, June 15. 
Grand theft reports:
■ Musical equipment stolen, 1100 
block of Willow Road, June 14. 
■ ATM damaged, 1300 block of Crane 
Street, June 15. 
■ Air compressor stolen, 600 block of 
Central Avenue, June 15. 
Theft report: Mats stolen, 1300 block 
of Henderson Avenue, June 9. 
Fraud reports:
■ Identity theft, 1300 block of Hill 
Avenue, June 13. 
■ Identity theft, 1100 block of Pine 
Street, June 14. 
■ Identity theft, 800 block of Sharon 
Park Drive, June 14. 

PORTOLA VALLEY

Collision report: Vehicle collided with 
curb and knocked down power pole 
resulting in live power lines across 
Westridge Drive east of Bolivar Lane. 

 ■ POLICE CALLS

Las Lomitas district reviews budget
 Welcoming the new superin-
tendent for Las Lomitas Elemen-
tary School District, consider-
ing a parcel tax, reviewing the 
district budget, and studying 
enrollment projections are just 
some of the agenda items for the 
Wednesday, June 21, meeting of 
the district’s Board of Trustees. 
 The meeting begins at 4 p.m. 

in the La Entrada Middle School 
library at 2200 Sharon Road. 
The meeting will immediately 
go to closed session for labor 
negations, mostly, but return to 
public session in time for a 4:30 
recess to welcome Shirley Mar-
tin, the new superintendent. 
 For more information, call the 
district office at 854-2880.

What’s happening
to polar bears? council when setting the city’s 

budget — no cuts to Belle Haven 
programs.
 “I thought this council agreed 
to leave Belle Haven programs as 
they were,” Mr. Cohen said.
 Mayor Nicholas Jellins asked Mr. 
Cohen to “show respect” to staff, 
but Mr. Cohen turned his criticism 
toward the mayor, calling him 
“impolite, abusive, manipulative 
and Machiavellian.”
 After the discussion, Mr. 
Cohen walked out of the council 
chambers, delaying consider-
ation of a proposal by Stanford 
University to build a hotel and 

office complex off Sand Hill 
Road.
 Mr. Cohen needed to be pres-
ent for a quorum of council 
members, and returned to the 
meeting after being contacted 
by City Attorney Bill McClure.
 After the meeting, Mr. Cohen 
said he was frustrated with staff 
before the meeting even started.
 “The council said no change 
in Belle Haven, and now they’re 
whitewashing it. It just irritated 
me,” he said.
 He added that he is “fed up” 
with Mayor Jellins.
 Mayor Jellins said he’s talked 
to Mr. Cohen since the meeting, 
and they’ve reached “a mutual 
understanding.”  A

COHEN
continued from page 8

Let Us Hear
From You…

Letters to the editor and 
guest columns are welcome.
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Menlo Park, CA 94025
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(Please indicate if it is a letter to be published.)
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A lot of money to 
prevent education
Editor:
 I have been haunted by the 
news that $750,000 was donated 
by two people from venture 
capital firms in Menlo Park to 
defeat Proposition 82.
 That is an extraordinary 
amount of money to help prevent 
the education and development 
of our most precious community 
resource — our children.

Lorri Holzberg
Sharon Road, Menlo Park

Keep the rural 
spirit in Woodside
Editor:
 At the June 12 Woodside 
Town Council meeting, Mayor 
Deborah Gordon joined council 

We hope the decision by Mayor Nicholas Jellins to take 
himself out of the Menlo Park City Council race this 
November will have a positive impact on what has 

become a bickering and bitter exercise in local government.
 For the last three and a half years, Mr. Jellins has voted in lock-
step with Mickie Winkler and Lee Duboc, forming a block that 
rarely misses a beat or a victory. The majority seldom pays atten-
tion to council members Kelly Fergusson and Andy Cohen; they 
simply pass their seemingly pre-arranged agenda on 3-2 votes.

 This dynamic has led to bit-
ter exchanges between the two 
sides, including an incident last 
week during which Mr. Cohen 
stalked out of the meeting dur-

ing a discussion with Mr. Jellins about the Belle Haven summer 
school program. Ultimately, Mr. Cohen returned and the coun-
cil approved an important measure to authorize a Stanford-
backed hotel project at Sand Hill Road and Interstate 280.
 But the brouhaha and other ugly moments between council mem-
bers and the public point out the need for new blood on the council. 
No matter whether the so-called business-friendly candidates, like 
the Jellins-Winkler-Duboc trio, or the more environmental-oriented 
residentialists like Ms. Fergusson and Mr. Cohen, have a majority, we 
hope a new cooperative spirit will take over the council. 
 A big part of the problem is the current majority’s tendency to 
move forward quickly with major changes in city policy without 
adequate public hearings or study. A decision was made in four 
short weeks to hand over the new Burgess pool complex to a 
private operator, rather than operate it as a city enterprise. The 
majority pointed to a perceived budget deficit as the reason to 
move rapidly on privatization, but never sought another bidder 
to make sure the deal was a good one.
 A similar rush job is under way now as the city seeks bids from 
private operators to oversee the Menlo Children’s Center. This 
could be a good idea — even Mr. Cohen supported an earlier, 
slower plan to seek bids. But then the majority decided to speed 
up the process, which some parents sitting on a task force study-

ing the idea say will not be good for the program. 
 Perhaps what Menlo Park needs are more voices on the City 
Council. Palo Alto has a nine-member council, and Mountain 
View has seven. With two additional members, more points of 
view in the community could be represented and heard when 
the city’s tough issues are debated.
 Over the next four years, Menlo Park will face several critical 
decisions that could dramatically change the look and feel of the 
city. Probably the biggest question at the moment is whether to 
approve major housing projects on the vacant auto dealer sites on 
El Camino Real.
 The council may also assess whether to approve grade sepa-
rations where the Caltrain tracks cross Ravenswood and Oak 
Grove avenues. This decision has been put off for years, and may 
be delayed yet again.
 And then there is the future of Bayfront Park, a former 160-
acre landfill adjacent to a national wildlife refuge, which the 
current council majority is considering as a site for playing 
fields. The council majority plans to put a straw poll on the 
November ballot to see how residents feel about the plan.
 These and other ideas advanced by the council majority are 
likely to produce one of the most contentious elections the city 
has seen in years, with business supporters backing privatization 
and developing Bayfront Park and the residentialists pushing in 
the opposite direction. A wildcard in the election will be the par-
ticipation of the Service Employees International Union, which 
represents most city employees. Its leaders have vowed to work 
hard to defeat any council candidate who supports privatizing city 
services, which could eliminate jobs for union members. 
 So far, former mayor and council member Steve Schmidt, Parks 
and Recreation Commissioner Richard Cline and environmental-
ist Elizabeth Lasensky have indicated they will run for council, 
but there are many more possibilities. We hope candidates from 
both sides will respect the diversity of views in the city, and pledge 
to work with the other side, whoever is elected. Otherwise, we will 
be in for four more years of bickering and insults, which simply 
create dissension and detract from good governance.
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 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Atherton Heritage Association

Our Regional Heritage
Houses can’t walk, but they can move, as illustrated by this 1981 photo of an Atherton house that was 
moved to make room for an additional home on its large lot. The Fair Oaks Lane home was landscaped 
and featured as a decorator show house the next year.

Jellins’ announcement offers hope

See LETTERS, next page



member Pete Sinclair in plead-
ing for approval of additional 
bike rallies in Woodside.
 Mayor Gordon argued that 
Woodside may not have the 
authority to limit outside bike 
rallies and chastised citizens for 
not seeing Woodside as part of the 
region. Reacting to complaints 
of congestion, Mayor Gordon 
observed that the May Day Parade 
is a huge inconvenience and traffic 
disruption for cyclists and motor-
ists who want to use Highway 84 
to go to the coast that morning.
 Outside bike rallies, however, 
are much different than the May 
Day Parade. Whatever intan-
gible spirit creates the magic of of 
Woodside certainly has at its core 
the 84-year-old May Day Parade. 
As the Almanac expressed in its 
May 10 cover story, “at not time 
does Woodside seem more like a 
small town than May Day, when it 
seems as though every single resi-
dent is gathered at the parade.”
 As we encourage more and 
more outside recreational use 
of our town, we lose more and 
more of the character that has 
made Woodside so special. 
Fifty years ago Woodside was 
incorporated by its residents to 
preserve a quiet and rural com-
munity with family values.
 We do not think it is appropriate 
for our mayor to chastise us for 
wanting to save the rural character 
of Woodside. Kudos to the five 
council members who maintained 
their resolve to preserve our town. 
We can only hope that Mayor 
Gordon and council member 
Sinclair soon join the majority in 
taking affirmative steps to relieve 
congestion in Woodside, rather 
than encourage it.

C.G. Dowd
Portola Road, Woodside

Affordable housing 
story hit home
Editor:
 I’m writing to thank the Alma-
nac for Marion Softky’s piece 
about Affordable Housing Week 
2006 in the May 18 edition.
 The week was a big success, 
with nearly 800 people attend-
ing 10 events throughout the 
week. Events included first-time 
homebuyer seminars, an afford-
able housing fair, a tour of tran-
sit-oriented developments, and 
a kickoff luncheon. Thanks to 
everyone in the community who 
participated.
 Finally, Citibank deserves spe-
cial mention as lead sponsor 
for the week, as does additional 
sponsor Wells Fargo. In par-
ticular, Citibank’s Greg Meyer 
deserves recognition for his 
hard work to increase housing 
choices for our local residents 

and workforce.
Chris Mohr, exec. director

Housing Leadership Council
of San Mateo County 

A timely story on suicide

Editor:
 After 34 years, it is still diffi-
cult to talk about my 21-year old 
brother’s suicide and its after-
math of family destruction.
 The shame, guilt and remorse 
were more than my parents 
could bear. Unwilling and 
unable to seek therapy for 
themselves and their remaining 
children, they collapsed over a 
period of years, my father trying 
to save my mother who fell into 
dementia.
 Sadly, my brother would have 
loved all of the computer tech-
nology that has developed over 
these many years and would 
have enjoyed his nieces and 
nephew. All the ‘would have, 
could have beens’ that weren’t.
 So I thank the Almanac and the 
people and groups who are bring-
ing this painful issue to light.

Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

Puzzled by children’s 
center story
Editor:
 After reading last week’s arti-
cle, “Design flaws in children’s 
center,” I found myself puzzled 
by the reasoning and perspective 
of the writer and Mr. Gardner.
 It probably needs to be pointed 
out to some readers that every 
project in the built environment 
will have compromises, and the 
conversion of existing buildings, 
like the Children’s Center, will 
probably have more compromises 
than in those built from scratch.
 Is a compromise a design flaw?  
You could design the perfect 
surgical suite at a major hospital 
and by the time it is built, some 
doctors would find design flaws. 
This isn’t a perfect world.
 What needs to be taken into 
consideration is the fact that by 
the hard work of city staff and 
perseverance of council members 
Lee Duboc and Mickie Winkler, 

this facility was built for $3.4 
million, and if it were built from 
scratch the much grander alterna-
tive would have cost $6.2 million 
or much more.  At a minimum, 
that’s a savings of $2.8 million, and 
in these budget wrenching times, 
the availability of these funds for 
more pressing community needs 
is incredibly important.
 Given that the nuances in con-
figuration of a toddler room has 
all the importance of a hiccup in 
the local scene, is it a misuse of 
journalistic discretion when the 
writer sensationalizes it, then rolls 
the reader’s attention to other 
issues? Both the Almanac and Mr. 
Gardner need to step back, take 
a deep breath, and put this into 
historic and cost perspective.
 And, after reading Bernard 
Goldberg’s “Bias,” a bestseller 
on bias in the media, maybe the 
bigger question is what kind of 
bias promotes this to front-page 
news and/or does the writer 
have a hidden agenda?

Michael Lambert
San Mateo Drive, Menlo Park

Leaf blowers and 
health hazards
Editor:
 A recent Palo Alto Daily News 
article titled “Noise ordinance 
battle brewing,” regarding the 
ban on gas-powered leaf blowers 
raises my concern about health 
issues associated with leaf blow-
ers. I believe that health issues 
should be more important to us 
than issues of noise or inconve-
nience or financial cost.
 I personally employ a gardener 
to do yard work from time to 
time, and I appreciate his work. I 
have asked him not to use a leaf 
blower on our property for any 
purpose (cleaning the gutters or 
the driveway or the lawns), and he 
knows that I am willing to pay for 
whatever time it takes to complete 
these tasks with a rake or other 
manual tools.
 Leaf blowers stir up dust and 
debris, including funguses and 
pollens, and circulate these 
materials in the air we breathe. 
Breathing such materials, or get-
ting them in one’s eyes, can cause 

serious problems, especially for 
elderly people, or people with 
allergies, respiratory sensitivi-
ties, or immune systems that are 
compromised due to treatments 
such as chemotherapy.
 And certainly breathing such 
materials can affect anyone 
— even the healthiest among us 
— who is exposed to them.
 A few years ago, I was riding my 
bicycle through Palo Alto on the 
way home from work. I passed sev-
eral leaf blowers along the way, and 
although I tried to cover my nose 
and mouth with a kerchief, I ended 
up going to a doctor and taking 
medications for a week because 
of the respiratory problems that 
resulted from that exposure.
 “Valley Fever” is an emerging 
and sometimes deadly infection 
caused by “Coccidioides immi-
tis” fungus. This fungus lives in 
soil and is spread through the air 
in areas where the soil has been 
disturbed. It produces spores 
that can be inhaled when they get 
into the air. In California alone, 
35,000 new cases of “Valley Fever” 
are reported annually, and these 
numbers are on the rise.
 I believe we need to give seri-
ous consideration to the possi-
bility that we are being exposed 
to health hazards in areas where 
leaf blowers are used.

Anne Kanerva
Santa Margarita Avenue, 

Menlo Park

Family enjoys visit 
to Burgess Pool
Editor:
 Over the past few weekends 
my wife and I have visited the 
new Burgess Pool on Sunday 
afternoon to swim some laps 
and experience the new facility.
 I swim on a Masters team at 
Stanford but my wife is a recre-

ational swimmer. We found at 
Burgess a welcoming swim envi-
ronment that was terrific for both 
of us and ideal for young children, 
older kids, adults, and families.
 During the open swim times 
young children could swim in the 
85-degree instruction pool where 
they could easily stand on the bot-
tom while they played. Older kids 
played in the 80-degree competi-
tion pool at the end reserved for 
them where they too could stand 
easily. And adults had lanes set up 
that were strictly for lap swim-
ming. At all times the pool felt 
safe, protected by life guards and 
staff, who were professional, help-
ful, responsive, and friendly. The 
Web site at www.menloswim.com 
is extremely well done and infor-
mative and reflects the consistent 
professional image Menlo Swim 
projects in all areas.
 Tim Sheeper and Menlo Swim 
have created a swimming envi-
ronment that is by far the most 
inclusive for all levels of swimming 
enthusiasts and in the best city 
pool facility in the area. Look-
ing back, the letters to the editor 
in the Almanac the past months 
from a few individuals and the 
city employees’ union that criti-
cized Tim Sheeper before he even 
opened the pool were an embar-
rassment.
 In contrast, Tim Sheeper has 
always projected a positive, sup-
portive, and confident attitude 
and the swim program he devel-
oped for the city of Menlo Park 
and the staff he has hired to life-
guard, man the front desk, and 
run the swimming instruction 
program is first rate. Menlo Park 
residents should feel proud, and 
very fortunate, that the Burgess 
Swim facility is being operated by 
Tim Sheeper and Menlo Swim. 

Rolf Thorson
Cotton Street, Menlo Park
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Correction
Longtime Menlo Park resident David Fraser was astounded when he 

saw this photo last week, accompanied by a caption saying the Bank 
of America office was located on Santa Cruz Avenue in 1951. “Not 
so,” said Mr. Fraser, who ought to know since he has lived in Menlo 
Park all his life. In fact, this iteration of the bank was located on the 

west side of El Camino Real, between Menlo and Santa Cruz avenues. 
And Mr. Fraser believes the photo was taken in the late 1940s, not 
1951. The building at right is Derry’s Feed and Seed. Our thanks to 

Mr. Fraser, and everyone else who spotted this error.
Bank of America
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Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

642 Webster Street, Palo Alto  
Completely remodeled 1904 vintage classic in prime downtown location.

Offered at $2,295,000

357 Felton Drive, Menlo Park  
Refined East Coast-style home in Felton Gables.

Offered at $2,195,000

124 O’Connor Street, Menlo Park  
Spacious, bright, and private.

Offered at $1,155,000

99 Orchard Hills Street, Atherton  
Grand Tudor with 6 bedrooms and 4.5 baths, plus fully equipped 

guest cottage on approximately 1 acre.

Offered at $4,800,000

75 Barry Lane, Atherton  
Sleek, contemporary villa with fully equipped guest cabaña 

just moments from Menlo Circus Club.

Offered at $5,750,000

397 Fletcher Drive, Atherton  
Prime West Atherton location on nearly one acre of land.

Offered at $2,895,000

T: 650 329 6645
F: 650 329 7822

#1 Agent 2005, Mid-Peninsula
Top 20, Internationally

Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage

tlemieux@cbnorcal.com
www.tomlemieux.com


