
ATHERTON probes building department for 
possible wrongdoing by employees. Page 5
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When a champion
 thoroughbred went blind 
  in one eye, Denise Seymour 
   knew just how to help
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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

ATHERTON
Set in a magnificent acre 
surrounded by several pockets 
of styled gardens, this one story 
7+bd/6ba traditional home is a 
true statement of understated 
elegance giving a true sense of 
upscale living.

$5,895,000

ATHERTON
5bd/6.5ba home privately 
located at end of cul-de-sac 
with 2-story entry, library and 
music room. Eat-in kitchen/
family room. 1 bedroom 
guest house. Pool/spa with 
hot tub. Gorgeous grounds. 
Menlo Park schools.

$8,499,000

MENLO PARK
This lovely 3bd/2.5ba home is 
located on a private one-third 
acre atop Sharon Heights. 
The tranquil cul-de-sac setting 
captures the fabulous views 
of the western hills. Hot 
Springs spa. Las Lomitas 
schools.

$2,000,000

apr.com  |   MENLO PARK OFFICE  620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES  |  Santa Clara |  San Mateo |  San Francisco |  Alameda |  Contra Costa |  Monterey |  Santa Cruz
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First pitch
Woodside Town Council members, from left, Sue Boynton, Pete Sinclair, Mayor Deborah Gordon, and Dave 
Tanner, Woodside resident Sally Hartman, and Councilman Paul Goeld pitch dirt from their shovels on the future 
site of an athletic field at a groundbreaking ceremony for Barkley Field and Park. Construction of the nearly six-
acre park, located just east of Interstate 280, off Farm Hill Boulevard, is set to start this summer. Ms. Hartman 
headed the campaign that raised $2.2 million in private donations to develop the park on land donated by 
Woodsiders Claire and Noel Perry. When it opens next spring, it will be Woodside’s first municipal park.

Custom jewelers

Our studs are
in full bloom

The Children’s Shoppe
SEMI–ANNUAL

40% Off
325 Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park

(650) 854-8854
www.thechildrensshoppe.com

Mon.–Sat. 10am–5:30pm

SALESALE
Spring/Summer Merchandise

SALE START

JU
NE 28

TH

SALE
40% Off

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
photo@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com
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On the cover
Denise Seymour and Devoncourt have a special 
bond — both horse and rider are blind in one 
eye. Thanks to Ms. Seymour’s empathetic work 
with the thoroughbred, Devoncourt is back in the 
show ring and leaping over hunter course jumps 
just like he used to. Photo by Marjan Sadoughi. 
Story begins on Page 12.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■ City investigates its building department, but 
details remain secret. Page 5
■ Charles Marsala to seek re-election to council. 
Page 7

Menlo Park
■Council swiftly approves budget despite 
revenue gap.  Page 11
■ Chemical scare highlights question: 
Who does what at Burgess Pool? Page 10

Grand jury report
■ Portola Valley and Woodside lost millions in tax 
revenues; grand jury blasts county for ignoring tax 
law. Page 8

Money & Business
■ Designing woman: Poletti Associates in 
Woodside is recognized as a top woman-owned 
business in Silicon Valley. Cover, Section 2 
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ORANGINA SPARKLING CITRUS BEVERAGE
12 oz. 6-pack cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value  $2.69
THE ORIGINAL GARDEN BURGER
10 oz. – Also Veggie Medley $2.49
STAGG COUNTRY BRAND CHILI IN A BOX
14 oz. – Also Vegetable Garden $1.39
KRAFT AMERICAN SINGLES
12 oz. – Also Free-Sharp  $2.99
SAFFOLA MAYONNAISE
24 oz.  $1.59
GLAD DRAWSTRING TALL KITCHEN GARBAGE BAGS
22 Count $3.99

Whole or Cut

SEEDLESS WATERMELON 39¢lb.

Tasty

STRAWBERRIES, Pints $1.49ea.

Extra Fancy

ZUCCHINI SQUASH 59¢lb.

Green and Red

LEAF LETTUCE 99¢ea.

BBQ Chicken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5.19/lb.
BBQ Baby Back Ribs   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $9.99/lb.
Corn on the Cob   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1.50/ea.
Potato Salad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $4.89/lb.
Baked Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5.99/lb.

AND FOR YOUR DESSERT
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Apple Pie!

Roberts Specials 
PORK MILD ITALIAN SAUSAGE $4.98lb.

PORK HOT ITALIAN SAUSAGE $4.98lb.

CHICKEN APPLE SAUSAGE WITH CINNAMON $4.98lb.

CHICKEN CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGE LINKS $4.98lb.

BULK CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGE $2.98lb.

Serving Order
        It is very enjoyable to serve more than one wine during the courses of  

a meal, but in which order should they be served? As a rule, chilled wines 
should come before room temperature wines, and younger wines should be 
served before older ones. It also makes sense to serve lighter wines before 
heavier wines, white wines before reds, and red wines before sweet wines 
(unless the sweet wine is to be served as an apertif or with a first course). 
Wines from the same region should be served in reverse order of their vin-
tage (even if the younger wine is a better growth), though there are excep-
tions. The idea is to save the heavier, more complex wines for last. 

We have a large selection of California and imported wines. Of course, 
you'll also find your favorite brands of beer and liquors. Additionally, we 
offer exotic cheeses from around the world, a large deli department, and 
fresh breads brought in daily. Since October is National Dessert Month to 
focus on the pleasure sweet, fanciful desserts, we can't help but invite you 
to try one of our popular Smoothees. They're a kind of non-fat milkshake 
made from fruit and yogurt. We hope to see you soon. 

Hint: While old wines can be decanted to remove sediment, 
young wines can be decanted to help accelerate their maturation.

Let’s Help You Celebrate the 

Old-Fashioned Way

Happy Fourth of July

Think Pink Rosé Part II
Geez…if this isn't rosé weather, then it doesn't exist. Is there anything more 
delicious and refreshing than a cold, crisp, dry rosé when it's blisteringly hot? 
Here then are the new wave of heat beaters… 

2005 Dom. Amiole, Tavol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12.99
2005 L'Hortus, Coteaux du Languedoc   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11.99
2005 Copain "Le Printemps", Mendocino   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.49
2005 Mas Champart, Saint Chinian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13.99
2005 Unti, Dry Creek Valley   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14.99
2005 Bastianich Rosato, Venezia Giulia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14.99
2005 Bisson Ciliegiolo, Italy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17.99
2005 Le Bastide Blanche, Bandol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17.99
2005 Dom Tempier, Bandol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25.99
The above wines  assort for a 10% case discount.

BOB – WINE

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

Sale Dates:  June 28, 29, 30 - July 1
www.robertsmarket.comNOW at Roberts 

S USHI
Made Fresh Daily



Red-light blues
 During a recent discus-
sion about installing traffic 
cameras to catch red-light 
runners in Atherton, 
Councilman Alan Carl-
son’s attention appeared to 
be piqued by one topic in 
particular: getting out of 
the expensive tickets.
 Police Chief Bob Bren-
nan explained to the 
council that not every 
ticket issued by mail would 
result in the collection of a 
fine, because drivers can’t 
always be identified. 
 “So all you have to do 
to get out of a ticket is say 
that it wasn’t you?” Mr. 
Carlson asked.
 He apparently was 
unaware that the cameras 
take mug shots of the driv-
ers, as well as photos of the 
offending vehicles’ license 
plates, but he was quickly 
set straight.
 “You’re going to need a 
(fake) mustache,” teased 
Councilman Jerry Carlson.
 Atherton officials plan to 
go ahead with a trial of the 
red-light violation cameras 
at three intersections in 
town: Oak Grove Avenue 
and Middlefield Road; 
Marsh and Middlefield 
roads; and Fair Oaks Lane 
and El Camino Real. The 
town is allowing Redflex 
Traffic Systems to conduct 
a free trial to see if there 
are enough scofflaws to 
make it worth the cost of 
installing and operating 
the cameras.

What price comfort?
 An Almanac reporter 
nearly fell off her seat when it 
was revealed that the 50 or so 
battered chairs for the public 
at Atherton City Council 
meetings had cost the town 
$400 a piece. The utilitar-
ian black chairs are, in this 
reporter’s opinion, unattract-
ive and uncomfortable.
 Town staff included 
$33,000 in the proposed 
budget for 2006-07 to 
replace them — that’s 
$660 per chair, a sum that 
council members consid-
ered outrageously high. At 
the special June 14 coun-
cil meeting, they cut the 
amount to $20,000.
 “Maybe we should sell 
personal seat licenses, like 
the Oakland Coliseum,” 
Councilman Alan Carlson 
joked.

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Short 
takes

Atherton investigates building department
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Amonths-long investiga-
tion into possible wrong-
doing by employees in 

Atherton’s building department 
has just wrapped up, said the 
town’s city attorney. 
 City Attorney Marc Hynes told 
the Almanac he could not reveal 
any details about the investi-
gation, due to the employees’ 
right to privacy, but said that an 
outside attorney, Lance Bayer, 
was hired to conduct the inves-

tigation. Mr. Bayer completed 
his report and delivered it to 
City Manager Jim Robinson for 
review less than two weeks ago, 
Mr. Hynes said.
 The investigation did not 
turn up anything of a criminal 
nature, he said. “It’s not crimi-
nal. It does involve some per-
sonnel matters, and town rules 
and regulations,” he said.
 The town’s investigation, cost-
ing some $7,500, came to light 
after two residents demanded 
information at a recent City 
Council meeting.

 Mr. Hynes said that if any 
disciplinary action occurs, it 
most likely would not be public 
information. Generally speak-
ing, an employee’s right to pri-
vacy would only be affected by 
criminal charges, such as in the 
case with the city of Palo Alto 
utility workers, he said.
 Atherton Building Official 
Mike Hood had no comment 
about the investigation, say-
ing he could not talk about it. 
He confirmed that he plans to 
retire, effective June 30, after 
almost 11 years as head of the 
town’s building department. 
 Mr. Hood told the Almanac 

that he’s planning to move to 
the East Coast to restore an 
Eastlake-style Victorian built 
in 1880 that was once the home 
of the president of the B&O 
Railroad.

Public’s right to know
 Two Atherton residents, John 
Ruggeiro and John Sisson, pro-
tested to the Atherton City 
Council at its June 21 meeting, 
demanding that information 
about a rumored investigation 
be revealed to the public.
 “If some sort of scandal is 
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They know how to pick ’em down on the farm
By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

Despite last week’s sizzling weather, 
moms and kids flocked to Webb 
Ranch farm to pick blackberries, 

loganberries and raspberries.
 This is the third year for “U-pick” at the 
ranch, and now is the height of berry pick-
ing, which will end mid-July, depending 
on the weather. The pick-them-yourself 
berry patch includes boysenberries, olallie 

and butte blackberries, loganberries and, 
the most popular, red raspberries.
 This year, Webb also has two new U-pick 
patches: one planted in strawberries and 
another in watermelon and cantaloupes; 
melons won’t ripen until late August. 
 U-pickers may bring their own containers or 
buy them at the ranch. Pickers are advised to 
wear gloves, long-sleeved shirts (so you don’t 
get poked by thorns), hats, sunscreen and 
comfortable shoes. This is not the place for 
high heels or sandals. Pets are not allowed.

 There is a $3 entrance fee for each U-
picker, except for children 5 and under 
and seniors over 60, who are admitted free. 
Berries sell for $2 per pound.
 The berry patch is open Wednesday 
through Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. If 
the temperature exceeds 100 degrees, the 
patch will be open only between 10 a.m. 
and noon. Hours for the strawberry and 
melon patches are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Satur-

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Sam Robertson spots a falcon as his mother, Jenny, picks butte blackberries. 

See FARM, page 8

■ No criminal wrongdoing found, city attorney says.

See INVESTIGATION, page 8
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Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed 
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

L U C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

SAFELY HOME PROGRAM
Did you know that 80% of car seats are set up incorrectly? That’s why Packard Children’s offers a
certified technician to ensure that your child’s car seat or booster is safe to use and properly installed.
The service is free, so call (650) 736-2981 to make an appointment today.

- Ongoing

A HEART TO HEART TALK ON GROWING UP
Informative, humorous and lively discussions for parents and their pre-teens on topics like puberty,
the opposite sex and growing up. Girls attend these two-part sessions with their moms, and boys
attend with their dads.

- For Girls – June 21 & 28

- For Boys – July 12 & 19

SIBLING PREPARATION
Designed for children two years of age and older, this class prepares siblings for the emotional and
physical realities of the arrival of a newborn.

- Saturday, June 24

BREASTFEEDING SEMINAR
While breastfeeding is natural, the process may not come as naturally as one might expect. Our 
certified lactation consultant provides tips for breastfeeding success as well as information about 
prenatal preparation for breastfeeding.  

- Tuesday, June 27

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

C H I L D R E N ’ S H O S P I T A L

�

�

�

�

UNIVERS ITY
Provided by Luci le  Packard Chi ldren’s  Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more 
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.



For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me 
at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111,  Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free 
market analysis of your property.

Moving Up
Q:  We want to buy a larger house with 
more land in our same neighborhood. 
We will need the equity in our present 
house to afford this move.  What is the 
best way to do this?

A:  The easiest way to make this transition 
is to move to the next house first, and then 
sell your present house.  In order to do this 
you will need a bridge loan or a similar kind 
of financing.  Many lenders will lend this 
kind of short-term money secured by the 
equity in your present property in order to 
“bridge” you into your new one.  Then when 
the property sells, this loan is repaid and it 
is not necessary to refinance.  If bridging 
your present house won’t work for you, 
you will have to employ a more traditional 
approach, i.e., selling your current house 
first, and then buying the next.  This may 
mean you will have to rent accommoda-

tion if you don’t find something to buy 
right away.

If you already live in the area you are 
looking to buy in, this proximity should 
allow you to stay close to the market.  You 
should work with a realtor who really knows 
the area in order to know about properties 
not yet on the market and to advise you.  If 
prices are rising in your area, don’t wait too 
long to buy because the cost of the move up 
property will likely increase more than your 
present, lower priced property will.   

As summer begins, this could be a very 
good time to find something.  Usually the 
market slows down in the summer as more 
buyers and sellers are away. This may mean 
there will be less competition for properties 
and more time for you to put the necessary 
pieces together to make this move.  If you 
decide now how you will make this transi-
tion, it will make the move easier for you.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

The Mounted Patrol of San Mateo County Adding Value to
Our Community Through Horsemanship and Service

521 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside, CA 94062
(650) 851-8300 Office www.mpsmc.org

WOODSIDE 
JUNIOR RODEO

JULY 4TH!
Gates open at 7am

Main Event / Grand Entry @12 noon
Adults $20, Kids 8-15 $12

 Kids under 8 free

Dinner 6pm, Dancing 8pm
Dinner & Dance $20

Kids under 15 $12 
Dance only $15 

BBQ RODEO DANCE
featuring

"The Little Wheeles Band"
JULY 3RD!

■ Atherton mayor Charles Marsala 
is last of incumbents to declare.
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Charles Marsala announced Friday that 
he is seeking a second four-year term to 
the Atherton City Council.

 Mr. Marsala is currently serving as Ather-
ton’s mayor, a year-long position that rotates 
among the five council members.
 He is the last to declare candidacy out of the 
three incumbents with terms on the council 
that expire in November.
 Councilman Alan Carlson, who is complet-
ing his second term, and Councilman Jerry 
Carlson, who was appointed in January to 
complete the late Bill Conwell’s term, both 
announced their candidacy earlier this month. 
So far, no non-incumbents have stepped for-
ward to run in the November 7 election. 
 Mr. Marsala said he hopes to continue 
working on several challenges facing the 
town, including securing a longer running 
special parcel tax to give Atherton a more 
secure source of funding.
 Voters approved a five-year parcel tax that 
raises a little under $2 million annually 
and is used for both day-to-day operating 
expenses and infrastructure projects such as 
road repairs and drainage improvements. The 
council looked for alternative revenue sources 
to replace the parcel tax, but hasn’t settled on 
anything yet. 
 Mr. Marsala said he thinks the town needs a 
longer-running parcel tax term so officials can 
focus on long-term planning rather than cam-
paigning to get the tax renewed every few years.
 “I think the parcel tax is still the way to 
go,” he said. “It’s not 100 
percent equitable, but it’s 
really, really close. And it’s 
tax-deductible. We haven’t 
found any other things 
that are tax-deductible.”
 Balancing the needs of 
residents and homebuild-
ers is another key issue, Mr. 
Marsala said.
 Next month, a new law limiting the length 
of construction projects to a maximum of 
three years will go into effect, with fines for 
projects that exceed the time limit. Mr. Mar-
sala said town officials have to be careful so 
that in solving one problem, they don’t cause 
another set of problems.
 “I want to be careful that we don’t overcor-

rect,” he said. “Clearly, with the volume of 
construction that’s going on we need to look 
at what controls we have in place, but as we do 
that, we don’t want the pendulum to swing all 
the way to the other side.”
 Other issues he said he’d like to tackle 
during a second term on the City Council 

include updating police 
facilities, upgrading the 
tennis courts and Pavilion 
at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 
and improving emergency 
preparedness procedures.
 Mr. Marsala said 
that during his term in 
office he has focused on 

building relationships with mayors and city 
officials in the region, and for the first time 
created an assigned position on the council 
for an Atherton representative to the Califor-
nia League of Cities.
 The official nomination period for City 
Council candidates who wish to run in the 
November 7 election begins July 17 and closes 
at 5 p.m. on August 11. A
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Balancing the needs of residents and 
homebuilders is another key issue, says Atherton 
Mayor Charles Marsala said.

Next month, a new law limit-
ing the length of construction 

projects to a maximum of 
three years will go into effect.

Jellins: time constraints pushed his decision
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park Mayor Nicholas 
Jellins said he feels good 
about his recent decision 

not to run for a third term on the 
City Council in November.
 “I’ve thought about it a lot and 
I’ve made my decision,” he said.
 The time commitment is a main 
reason behind his decision, said Mr. 
Jellins, who was elected to his first 
four-year council term in 1998 and 
re-elected in 2002.
 “It’s no secret my obligation to my 

job as a council member requires 
a great amount of time that I’m 
unable to give to my job, work, fam-
ily and my personal life,” he said.
 Mr. Jellins is serving with the 

title of mayor for the third time, 
a post that involves chairing 
council meetings.
 He jokingly added that 
because of the council’s Tuesday 
night meetings, he’s “never seen 
American Idol.”
 He said he would not rule 
out a decision “to reconsider or 
rescind” his statement, but he 
feels comfortable with it.
 He added that he plans to remain 
involved in the community, spe-
cifically looking to provide “better 

Send your comment on this 
story to editor@AlmanacNews.
com. Note if it’s for publication, 
and if so, include your full name; 
residence (street and town); and 
phone number. Your phone num-
ber will not be published.

   ■ MENLO PARK

See JELLINS, page 9

Marsala to seek re-election
PEOPLE
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The Almanac/David Boyce

A buyer’s market
Shoppers are denuding the shelves at Portola Valley’s John’s Valley 
Foods, which is selling non-perishable groceries, including wine 
and liquors, at deep discounts in anticipation of the possibility that 
retiring owner John Meany won’t find a buyer for the 29-year-old store. 
Business has been brisk, said Irene Meany, adding: “People said they 
were going to have a well-stocked bar and be ready for an earthquake.” 

day and Sunday.
 To visit the berry patch, turn 
right as you leave the produce 
stand on Alpine Road. Go under 
Interstate 280, take the first right 
at the green sign for Webb Ranch, 
then follow signs to the U-pick.
 Webb Ranch’s produce stand 
is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
seven days a week selling fruits 
and vegetables from the farm. 
Two of the most popular items are 

corn, which is picked hourly, and 
tomatoes. Corn should be ready 
mid-July, with tomatoes appearing 
early in August. 
 Webb Ranch dates back to 
1922, when George Webb first 
sub-leased the land from Stan-
ford University. The family 
moved to the ranch in 1929.
 Gary Webb has managed the 
ranch since his dad, Stanley, 
retired in the 1980s. It is the only 
working truck farm on the Pen-
insula. For information, call 
854-5417.  A

FARM
continued from page 5

Portola Valley and Woodside
lost millions in tax revenues
 For years, four towns in San 
Mateo County — including 
Woodside and Portola Valley 
— were entitled to millions of 
dollars in tax revenues that they 
weren’t getting.
 A 1988 state law says towns 
must get a minimum of 7 
percent of the property taxes 
collected in their jurisdictions. 
Both Portola Valley and Wood-
side were under that. 
 But the county controller, 
who is responsible for allocat-
ing property taxes, apparently 
didn’t know about the law, and 
the towns didn’t either, accord-
ing to a report last week by the 
San Mateo County civil grand 
jury criticizing officials for fail-
ing to abide by the law.
 “Of the 17 counties with quali-
fying cities, San Mateo is the only 
county in the state that failed to 
comply,” the report says.
 The situation changed last year 

when Portola Valley officials got 
wind of the law and pressured the 
county to pay up. Last November, 
the county conceded, paying 
the four towns $2.6 million of 
the $8.1 million they had failed 
to allocate over the previous 15 
years, the grand jury report says.
 The payments were for just the 
previous two years. Whether the 

county will pay any more is up in 
the air.
 Town officials came in for 
blame, too, for failure “to protect 
their own interests.” The report 
notes that the four towns — Coma 
and Half Moon Bay are the other 

two -- received in 1988 at least 23 
bulletins about the law from the 
League of California Cities.
 Portola Valley Councilman Ed 
Davis took slight umbrage with 
this criticism, noting the town had 
no administrator in 1988 and the 
town clerks had their hands full.
 Woodside Town Manager 
Susan George said she thinks 
the grand jury “did a good job of 
explaining a rather complicated 
(matter) and I don’t have any 
disagreements with the recom-
mendations and findings.”
 A big issue remains: Are the 
towns entitled to any more money? 
Portola Valley and Woodside have 
hired a tax lawyer, but negotiations 
with the county are “hung up” on 
trying to figure out how much the 
towns are owed, said Davis.
 The county controller’s office 
asserts that because the state 
found no problems during peri-
odic audits of the county’s prop-
erty tax allocations, the county 
owes nothing more. 

‘San Mateo is the only 
county in the state that 

failed to comply.”
GRAND JURY REPORT

■ Grand jury blasts county for ignoring tax law.

going on, we have a right to 
know,” Mr. Sisson said during 
the meeting’s public comment 
period. “If we have an inept city 
manager, we should know.”
 Mr. Robinson said that he could 
not comment on any investigation, 
particularly if it was a personnel 
matter.
 Councilwom-
an Kathy McK-
eithen said that 
she and Council-
man Jerry Carl-
son were pursu-
ing the matter, 
and would know 
more by the end 
of the month, 
but could not 
comment further.
 “I wish we could comment 
more,” said Mr. Carlson. “We’re 
awaiting some answers from attor-
neys. I think it’s the responsibility 
of the council ... to know if there is 
any wrongdoing of the sort that the 
council should take action.”
 City Attorney Hynes, who 
was not at the meeting, told the 
Almanac that personnel issues 
are between the city manager 
who hires them and the employ-
ees in question. Typically, he 
said, City Council members 
would not be involved, although 
a city manager may give them 
information of a general nature.
 Mr. Hynes said Mr. Bayer has 
done work for Atherton before, 

mostly on code enforcement cases. 
Mr. Robinson said that the town 
has spent $7,500 on Mr. Bayer’s 
services over the past five to six 
months.

2003 investigation
 This is not the first time Ather-
ton’s building department has 
come under scrutiny. In September 
2003, Ms. McKeithen questioned 

whether contro-
versial remod-
eling projects 
at an Orchard 
Hills Way prop-
erty had received 
p r e f e r e n t i a l 
treatment in get-
ting permits. 
     A town staff-
led investigation 
into a long list of 

“perceived irregularities” failed to 
turn up any wrongdoing, and in 
November, four of the five coun-
cil members found no problems 
other than a couple of “harmless 
errors” in Mr. Hood’s handling of 
the permits.
 The vote to “affirm the conduct 
of the building department and 
its building official” was 4-1, 
with Ms. McKeithen opposed, at 
the November 19, 2003, council 
meeting.
 The matter did lead to the 
eventual change of some of 
Atherton’s building regulations, 
including the institution of 
road-impact fees for landscap-
ing projects.
 Mayor Charles Marsala said 

that he has confidence in Mr. 
Robinson’s handling of the 
current building department 
investigation. 
 “I believe we have a very com-
petent city manager and very 
knowledgeable city attorney,” he 
said. “Their advice and manag-
ing of HR (issues) is correct.”
 Mr. Marsala said he frequently 
asks Atherton residents their 
opinion of the town’s building 
department, and said that the 
most common assessment he 
hears of Mr. Hood is that he is 
“tough, but fair.”
 Mr. Marsala confirmed that he 
offered the use of his house for a 
retirement party for Mr. Hood.
 “He’s entitled to the same rec-
ognition that Atherton has given 
any other long-term employee,” 
Mr. Marsala said. A

Atherton investigates building department

‘It’s not criminal. It does 
involve some personnel 
matters, and town rules 

and regulations.’
ATHERTON CITY ATTORNEY

MARC HYNES

INVESTIGATION
continued from page 5

More services at Belle Haven Clinic
 Residents of Belle Haven seek-
ing nearby medical care will be 
able to get more services over 
longer hours starting about Sep-
tember, when the Belle Haven 
Clinic becomes a branch of 
the Ravenswood Family Health 
Center in East Palo Alto.
 Ravenswood will add pediat-
ric and pre-natal services, and 
extend hours. The clinic will be 
open five days a week instead of 
four, and have longer hours. “As 
we grow, we plan to be open some 
evenings and weekends,” said 
Kathleen Alexander, develop-

ment director for Ravenswood.
 In the first year, Ms. Alexan-
der expects the new clinic will 
see an increase of more than 
2,000 visits over the present 
3,050 per year. If each patient 
averages three visits, “that’s an 
additional 500 to 700 patients,” 
she said.
 On June 20, the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors 
approved transferring operations 
and management of the clinic 
from the county to the four-year-
old health center based in East Palo 
Alto. The transfer will have “no 

net county cost and will improve 
health care,” said Nancy Steiger, 
CEO of the San Mateo Medical 
Center.
 Ms. Alexander noted that the 
nonprofit health center could 
leverage different kinds of fund-
ing sources. “We’re able to bring 
in money the county can’t,” she 
told the Almanac.
 When the Ravenswood center 
takes over in September, the 
county staff will be transferred, 
and Ravenswood will provide 
doctors and staff, Ms. Alexander 
said.



N E W S

education for the poor and under-
privileged in the community.”
 Running for county, state or 
federal office has also crossed his 
mind, he said.

‘Process over politics’
 Mr. Jellins is one of a three-
member council majority that 
often votes together on major 
issues, including a recent push 
to privatize city services.
 All three of the seats are up for 
election in November. The other 
two — Mickie Winkler and Lee 
Duboc — have not announced 
whether they will run.

 Mr. Jellins maintains that he 
values “process over politics.”
 “I don’t make up my mind on an 
issue based on who proposes it,” he 
said. “I consider how the matter 
will be resolved on its merits.”
 He said some of his colleagues 
on the council — past and present 
— made decisions based on poli-
tics. He declined to name them.
 In interviews with the press 
and in council discussions, Mr. 
Jellins often avoids taking a 
definite stance on major issues.
 “I’ll tell you what I know, and 
I’ll tell you what I think, but not 
what I believe to be the conclu-
sion,” he said. “My personal 
views are not relevant to the job 
I was elected to do.”

 Council discussions have been 
contentious, as the council 
minority of Kelly Fergusson 
and Andy Cohen — sometimes 
referred to as “residentialists” 
— frequently disagree with the 
majority on major issues.
 Mayor Jellins said the difference 
of opinions on the council and 
in the community is “no more 
exceptional than in prior years.”
 He did note that when he 
served his second term as mayor 
in 2002, the council was usually 
able to come to consensus and 
vote unanimously — a practice 
rarely followed under the cur-
rent council, although it was 
unanimous in approving the 
budget last week. A

JELLINS
continued from page 7

Imagine
A Great Place to Work

ADVERTISING
SALES

We are looking for a Full-time Sales Representative 
that's energetic, enthusiastic, confident, and a self-
directed professional. Someone who possesses strong 
organizational and public interaction skills. You should 
have the ability and demonstrated experience to make 
public and one-on-one presentations. You must work 
well with minimum supervision.

Your responsibility is to develop and present effective 
marketing programs that result in sales. You will be 
working with a base of current and prospective 
customers within a geographic territory.

We value and actively seek to recruit, develop and 
retain people with backgrounds and experience 
reflecting the diversity of the communities we cover.

For immediate consideration, FAX your resume to:
Neal Fine

650-854-3650
or

email: nfine@almanacnews.com
We offer a competitive compensation & benefits 

package including medical, dental, paid vacations, 
sicktime, and a 401(k) plan.

A Guide to the Spiritual Community

To Include your church in
INSPIRATIONS

Call Blanca Yoc
650•326•8210 ext. 239

Ananda
A Place of Awakening

Sunday Celebration
9-9:45 am    Meditation
10-11:30 Worship and Satsang

2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
for a free brochure, call (650) 323-3363 

or visit www.anandapaloalto.org
Paramhansa Yogananda
Author of Autobiography of a Yogi

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

Arrillaga pledges $2.5 million
to new Town Center complex
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Another mountain lion is 
cruising the avenues of 
Portola Valley. 

 Resident and Silicon Valley 
property developer John Arrill-
aga, who said he has a particular 
interest in a new town library, 
has pledged $2.5 million to the 
building of the new Portola Val-
ley Town Center complex.
 By pledging more than $1 mil-
lion, Mr. Arrillaga earns the status 
of “mountain lion,” the name 
given the top donors by the fund-
raising organization, the Portola 
Valley Community Fund. 
 The fund aims to raise $20 
million for the project, which 

will involve a new town hall, 
community rooms and a 
library. 
 The fund co-chair Sally Ann 
Reiss said she would not release 
fund’s current balance until 
sometime in July. In April, she 
reported a balance of $2.6 mil-
lion in hand and written pledges 
for another $2.4 million. 
 With his donation, Mr. Arril-

laga joins fellow Portola Valley 
mountain lions Bill and Jean Lane 
and John Morgridge, the chair-
man of Cisco Systems. 
 Not everyone can be a mountain 
lion, but you can be a deer with a gift 
of $50,000 to $100,000. The shim-
mering halo of the hummingbird 
can be yours for $2,500 to $5,000.
 “This pledge and the other 
generous gifts we have received 
recently add critical momentum to 
reaching our goal of fully funding 
the new Town Center,” Ms. Reiss 
said in a statement. “We hope this 
gift will inspire all Portola Valley 
residents to make a contribution 
to this worthwhile project.”
 For more information on the 
fund, contact Ms. Reiss at 529-
0829 or sareiss@sbcglobal.net. A

Send your comment on this 
story to editor@AlmanacNews.
com. Note if it’s for publication, 
and if so, include your full name; 
residence (street and town); and 
phone number. Your phone num-
ber will not be published.
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By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The police department in 
Menlo Park could have 
three round-the-clock dis-

patchers to handle emergency calls 
rather than the current two if offi-
cials from San Carlos and Menlo 
Park agree to merge their facilities. 
 The two cities have been ham-
mering out a five-year contract 
that would make San Carlos 
dispatchers employees of the city 
of Menlo Park and require all 
dispatchers to be cross-trained 
to handle emergency calls from 
both cities, said Jan Lanier, the 
communications manager for the 
Menlo Park Police Department.
 The city councils of both cit-
ies would have to approve the 
agreement.
 The major benefit to Menlo Park 
would be having a third dispatcher 
on each eight-hour shift, thus 

lightening the load when Menlo 
Park is deluged with calls, assum-
ing that San Carlos is not similarly 
inundated, Ms. Lanier said. 
 “There are times when Menlo 
Park is really, really busy,” she said. 
The change wouldn’t be noticeable 
to the community, she added.
 San Carlos would pay an 
annual fee, designated in the 
contract by the city of Menlo 
Park, to cover the additional 
costs of adding four dispatch-
ers to the staff, including their 
salaries, training and equipment 
maintenance, said Ms. Lanier. 
 The first year’s fee would be 
$574,713; it would increase by 
some 5 percent annually.
 The city of Menlo Park would 
pay the new dispatchers’ retirement 
benefits after they became city 
employees. The contract states that 
the San Carlos dispatchers could 
not be laid off, Ms. Lanier said. 
 The deal would save money 

for San Carlos. Outsourcing 
dispatch services would save the 
city about $245,000 a year, said 
Cmdr. Sandra Spagnoli of the 
San Carlos Police Department. 
 The San Carlos City Council 
had scheduled a vote on the 
deal for Monday, June 26 (after 
the Almanac’s deadline). The 
Menlo Park City Council has 
not scheduled a discussion.
 If approved, a merger would 
take four to six months to com-
plete, Ms. Lanier said.

Why Menlo Park? 
 The cities of Menlo Park and 
San Mateo proposed mergers 
in late 2005, according to a June 
26 memo by San Carlos Police 
Chief Greg Rothaus, a former 
commander with the Menlo Park 
Police Department. 
 San Carlos dispatchers rejected 
San Mateo’s proposal because 
Menlo Park’s technology is more 
familiar to them — a big concern, 
Ms. Spagnoli said. 
 The Menlo Park dispatch center 
has room for two more dispatchers 
per shift, according to Ms. Lanier.  A

Menlo Park dispatch center
may handle San Carlos calls
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Who does what
at Burgess Pool?
■ Chemical scare 
tests public-private 
partnership.
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Public health officials have 
determined the water at 
Menlo Park’s new Burgess 

Aquatics Center is safe for swim-
ming, but the public-private 
relationship surrounding the 
facility is still a little murky.
 The city turned over opera-
tion of the facility to a private 
operator when a contract was 
signed February 28, but a recent 
chemical scare has brought into 
question the responsibilities of 
the private operator versus those 
of city staff.
 The three-
pool facility 
was built with 
$6.8 million in 
city funds, but 
is operated by 
Tim Sheeper, 
head of a pri-
vate, for-profit 
compet i t ive 
sports pro-
gram.
 Eight chil-
dren using the children’s pool 
at about 3 p.m. June 16 expe-
rienced symptoms including 
burning eyes and throats, short-
ness of breath, violent coughing 
and other symptoms, according 
to a fire district official and a 
mother at the pool who tried to 
help; it was the mother, a regis-
tered nurse, who called 911.
 Police and fire district para-
medics rushed to the scene, 
treated the children, and took 
one child to the hospital.
 Some people — including the 
fire district battalion chief who 
arrived on the scene — suspect-
ed a problem with the chlorine 
flow, but Mr. Sheeper said the 
pool’s circulation pump was 
accidentally turned off, and 
people panicked when it was 
restarted.
 Michael Taylor, the city’s act-
ing community services direc-
tor, issued a press release June 22 
assuring residents that “the city 
considers the safety and well-
being of all participants in its 
programs a very high priority,” 
and that “additional procedures 
will be implemented to ensure 
that a similar incident does not 
occur in the future.”
 But the facility is owned by the 
city, and operated by Mr. Sheep-
er, so making safety improve-
ments isn’t a straightforward 
process.

Mr. Taylor said the city could 
address any safety improve-
ments to the facility itself, such 
as installing a cover for the 
emergency stop button that 
was pressed by a child, causing 
the circulation pump to shut 
down.
 He said Mr. Sheeper is respon-
sible for decisions made about 
programming, which includes 
emergency protocol decisions.
 It’s up to Mr. Sheeper to deter-
mine whether an emergency 
warrants an evacuation, and 
how long the facility should stay 
closed, Mr. Taylor said.
 In the case of the recent 
chemical scare, Mr. Taylor wrote 

a press release 
and helped Mr. 
Sheeper assess 
the emergen-
cy, due to the 
“e x t r a o r d i -
nary circum-
stances,” he 
said.
   He said in 
the future, city 
staff will not 
be involved 
with the facil-

ity unless there are concerns 
about safety or community 
access.

Addressing concerns
 In addition to assisting with 
the June 16 emergency, Mr. 
Taylor also fielded a recent 
complaint about how the pool 
is operated.
 Resident Sandra Horwitz sent an 
e-mail to the City Council, ques-
tioning the amount of space allot-
ted for recreational swimming.
 She said too many children 
were packed into a small portion 
of the lap pool.
 Although Mr. Sheeper sets 
the programs and schedule, Mr. 
Taylor said he responded to the 
e-mail because Ms. Horwitz 
showed concern about “com-
munity access.”
 Mr. Taylor said any staff time 
he devotes to the aquatics cen-
ter — including writing a press 
release or responding to con-
cerns — is included in what the 
city has budgeted for the city’s 
aquatics program.
 He added that over time, 
the city’s responsibilities ver-
sus those of Mr. Sheeper’s staff 
should become better defined.
 “We’re learning as we’re going 
along,” said Mr. Taylor. “We’re 
still trying to figure it out, but so 
far, everything seems to be going 
OK.” A

  ■ MENLO PARK

‘We’re learning as we’re 
going along. We’re still 
trying to figure it out, 
but so far, everything 

seems to be going OK.’
MICHAEL TAYLOR,

ACTING COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
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■ Menlo Park plans 
to draw $1.8 million 
from reserves to close 
an anticipated gap.
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park is raising 
fees, cutting programs 
and eliminating jobs, 

but the city is still $1.8 million 
short of covering its costs.
 The City Council, at its June 20 
meeting, unanimously approved 
the city’s budget, which calls for 
$32.5 million in spending in the 
fiscal year starting July 1 — a 9 
percent increase over the current 
year.
 Revenues are expected to rise 
4 percent, partially due to an 
anticipated $2.2 million increase 
in property tax income.
 The council approved $1.16 mil-
lion in cost cuts 
for personnel 
and operations; 
and it agreed to 
$378,000 in fee increases.
 The city expects to draw about 
$1.8 million from its $21 million of 
unallocated reserves to bridge the 
gap between revenue and spend-
ing — a gap due largely to higher 
wages and benefits for employees, 
said City Manager David Boesch.
 About $21.9 million of the city’s 
expenses — about 67 percent 
— are personnel-related. Annual 
personnel costs have grown from 
about $16.9 million in 2000-01 to 
an estimated $21.5 million today.
 The city’s annual sales tax rev-
enue, which was the city’s largest 
source of income at one time, 
has plummeted from about 
$12.5 million to $6.1 million 
over the past five years.

Employee costs
 Rising employee costs weren’t 
addressed in the city’s recent 
“your city/your decision” pro-
cess, which encouraged residents 
to express their views on budget 
issues through a community-
wide survey and workshops.
 During the budget process, city 
staff said increasing employee 
costs would be dealt with sepa-
rately. Contract negotiations with 
the Menlo Park Police Officers 

Association and Police Managers 
Association — two of the city’s 
four labor bargaining units — are 
currently under way.

 The survey, 
w o r k s h o p s 
and the coun-
cil ’s March 

and April budget deliberations 
focused on deciding what city 
services to cut and/or fees and 
taxes to increase to balance the 
city’s budget. 
 The council raised fees for 13 
city services, including gymnas-
tics classes, child care programs 
and parking permits.
 The city will also eliminate five 
full-time-equivalent jobs, but 
they are all vacant positions.
 In January, when the city has a 
better handle on actual revenues 
for the year, the council plans to 
consider other budget strategies, 
including charging non-residents 
fees for Belle Haven programs or 
reducing staff in the city manag-
er’s office.

Privatization debate
 Budget meetings in March and 
April were contentious, and debate 
often centered on the potential sav-
ings of privatizing city services.
 The privatization debate briefly 
resurfaced at the June 20 meeting.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson 
questioned staff’s estimate that 
turning the city’s new aquatics 
center over to a private operator 
will save the city $415,000 a year.
 “There’s no question in my 

mind that the pool could have 
been a profitable center for the 
city,” Ms. Fergusson said.
 Councilwoman Lee Duboc 
— who in February voted with 
council members Nicholas Jellins 
and Mickie Winkler to privatize 
the pool — maintained that priva-
tizing the center is saving the city 
through cutting personnel costs.
 The overhead costs associated 
with the facility — staff costs that 
won’t disappear with privatiza-
tion — haven’t been defined.

 Ms. Fergusson said similar over-
head costs won’t be saved if the city 
privatizes its child care programs. 
 The city is currently seeking 
bids from private operators to 
take over the new Menlo Chil-
dren’s Center, action approved 
in April by council members 
Duboc, Winkler and Jellins.

Tax measure
 On July 18, the council plans 
to discuss results from a com-
munity-wide poll on what tax 

measure residents might sup-
port on the November ballot, 
Mr. Boesch said.
 A 1 percent utility tax could 
add about $800,000 a year to the 
city’s coffers, according to city 
staff.
 Ms. Fergusson said if the 
council doesn’t pursue a tax 
measure in November, the city 
would have to endure “substan-
tial cuts that would really affect 
the quality of life in Menlo 
Park.”  A
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Council swiftly approves budget  despite revenue gap

Service New fee Percent increase

School-age child care $415 per month 7.5%

Preschool child care $1,178 per month 10%

Downtown parking permit $534 per year 6%

Heritage tree removal $160 60%

Encroachment permit $131 31%

Source: City of Menlo Park
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Source: Menlo Park 2006-07 budget

Annual employee costs have increased about $4.6 million in Menlo Park 
since 2001, despite a reduction of about 30 full-time-equivalent employees. 
The numbers are for fiscal years ending June 30 of the year shown.

Source: Menlo Park 2006-07 budget

Menlo Park’s annual sales tax revenue dropped by half in two years 
and has stayed down. The numbers are for fiscal years ending June 30 
of the year shown.

Sales Tax

The Menlo Park City Council has approved $378,000 in fee 
increases for city services and programs. Above are examples.
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D
enise Seymour’s eyes are 

crystalline blue flecked with 

gray. The one on the left is 

the eye she was born with. 

The one on the right is a painstakingly hand-

painted prosthesis, a replacement for the 

eye she lost when she was 14 years old.

 Growing up near the Mounted Patrol 

grounds in Woodside, Ms. Seymour, 52, 

was an avid horseback rider from the age 

of 6, when her parents bought her a pony 

named Poppy.

 “I used to terrorize Woodside,” she says.

“I rode all over town. Whenever I spent the 

night at my friend’s house, I’d ride my pony

When a champion

 thoroughbred went 

blind in one eye, 

Denise Seymour

 knew just how

 to help

Seeing eye to eye
C O V E R  S T O R Y

Denise Seymour talks soothingly to Devoncourt in his stable in Pescadero before saddling him up for a practice ride.

By Andrea Gemmet Almanac Staff Writer ■ Photos by Marjan Sadoughi Almanac Staff Photographer
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over, and my pony would stay over with her pony.”
 Even after severe inflammation – uveitis – claimed 
her right eye, Ms. Seymour continued riding, 
showing horses with Willow Tree Farms in her 
teens, and riding seriously in her 20s. 
 Fast-forward to early 2005. Alexis Flippen, a 
friend from Charter Oak Farms in Woodside, 
told Ms. Seymour that her thoroughbred gelding 
had developed a terrible infection in his right eye 
and might have to have it removed. Ms. Seymour 
empathized with the horse immediately.
 Devoncourt, a prize-winning show horse, had a 
scratched cornea that became swollen and infect-
ed. Medication to reduce the swelling left the horse 
susceptible to a devastating fungal infection that 
left him blind on one side.
 Ms. Seymour immediately offered to work with 
Devoncourt, since she knows intimately what it 
takes to compensate for being blind in the right 
eye.
 “Court,” at 17.3 hands, was too big to be a race-
horse, but was a good-looking and talented show 
hunter, a competition in which horses are judged 
on their movement and manners as much as their 
form when jumping over obstacles. Previous own-
er John French rode him to a world championship 
before selling him to Woodside resident Nancy 
Robinson, Ms. Flippen says. After she bought 
Court, she rode him in sidesaddle competitions, 
winning twice at the Grand Nationals in her divi-

sion, she says.
 But after losing half his vision, nobody knew if 
Court would jump again.
 When Ms. Seymour rides him, she makes sure to 
watch out for anything on his blind side that could 
startle Court. Because horses are prey animals, 
their eyes are located closer to the sides of their 
heads, she explains. To lose sight on one side must 
be a very unsettling feeling for a large animal pro-
grammed to watch for predators in order to avoid 
becoming dinner.
 “If I see something to the right that may spook 
him, I turn his head so he can look at it,” Ms. Sey-
mour explains.
 Watching the duo go through their paces at 
a jump-filled ring at the Pescadero farm where 
Court is stabled, it’s hard to believe that both 
horse and rider are visually impaired. They move 
fluidly around the ring and sail smoothly over the 
“fences and gates.” The only cue is that Ms. Sey-
mour counts off the strides on the approach to the 
jumps.
 “I don’t have the best depth perception,” she says. 
“I have to rely on the rhythm. I count off, one-two, 
one-two.”
 Trainer Ron Keller of the Pescadero-area Full 
Cry Farm says the biggest challenge for a rider 
like Ms. Seymour is being able to judge the proper 
takeoff spot for a jump. 
 “Even if I don’t get Courtie to the perfect spot, he 

will take the jump,” Ms. Seymour says. “He’s never 
stopped with me, he’s never refused to jump. He 
takes care of me.”
 Mr. Keller says he consulted with another trainer 
who had experience working with a horse blind in 
one eye for advice on reintroducing Devoncourt to 
jumping.
 “I was amazed, as far as how he performs, there’s 
not much difference,” he says. 
 While the horse seems at ease in the ring, he is 
restive in his stall. Devoncourt wears a protective 
eye mask that makes him look like the result of 
some sort of horse/housefly hybridization scheme, 
and a metal grate covers the open top of his stall 
door to prevent him from nipping passersby. Even 
so, it’s a vast improvement over his disposition 
before he lost sight in his eye and started working 
with Ms. Seymour.
 “He was a rogue. He would bite and kick,” Ms. 
Flippen says. “I had to put him with my other two 
horses to settle him down.”
 Although Devoncourt was ornery back in the 
barn, “he’s very mannered in a show ring,” she 
says.
 Ms. Seymour says she never tries to force Court 
to do anything, instead relying on positive rein-
forcement and liberal use of sugar cube rewards. 
Court may not have the sweetest disposition, 

See SEEING EYE TO EYE, page 14

Moving as one, Denise Seymour and Devoncourt sail over a “coop,” one of several jumping obstacles typical to a hunter course.

‘He was a rogue. He would bite and kick.’ 
–Alexis Flippen, Devoncourt’s owner
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but he’s got a serious sweet 
tooth. Ms. Seymour just taps 
a spot on his neck and the 
horse instantly bends his head 
around to lap up a treat.
 “We complement each other,” 
Ms. Seymour says. “I’m not the 
most confident rider, but he 
gives me confidence. We just 
work well together.”
 Ms. Seymour, an oncology 
nurse, trains with Court at 
least four days a week, she says, 
despite traveling all over as an 

oncology drug representative 
with Schering-Plough Health-
Care Products. 
 “I do it for fun, but I also want 
to do it right,” she says.
 She says being visually 
impaired has never slowed her 
down.
 “As far as my eye, I’ve never, 
ever had a limitation with it,” 
Ms. Seymour says. “The only 
thing I can’t do is play tennis. 
I think because the ball and I 
are both moving, when I go to 
hit it, I’m way off.”
 She has competed with 
Devoncourt, earning top rib-

bons at shows in Woodside 
and Pebble Beach. They are 
on the waiting list to enter the 
Menlo Charity Horse Show 
at the Menlo Circus Club in 
Atherton in August. The horse 
show benefits the Peninsula 
Center for the Blind and Visu-
ally Impaired, a fitting event 
for a team that’s suffered pain-
ful eye ailments. 
 Ms. Seymour says no one 
ever discovered the cause of 
the uveitis that permanently 
damaged her optic nerve. After 
enduring searing pain and five 
surgeries, her eye finally had to 
be removed, she says. 
 Devoncourt’s corneal abra-
sion could have been caused 
by something as innocuous 
as a fly or a speck of dust, Ms. 
Flippen says, and it was only 
after months of treatment 
and a long stay at U.C. Davis 
Veterinary Medical Teach-
ing Hospital that the horse, 
though permanently blinded, 
was able to avoid having his 
right eye removed. 
 “We have such a great bond. 
I think he knows that I can’t 
see out of my right eye as 
well,” says Ms. Seymour. A

C O V E R  S T O R Y

SEEING EYE TO EYE
continued from page 13

The Menlo Charity Horse Show 
will be held August 8-13 at the 
Menlo Circus Club, 190 Park 
Lane in Atherton. The horse 
show benefits the Peninsula 
Center for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired, also known as Vista 
Center for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired. Information is online 
at MenloHorseShow.com. 
Tickets are $10 daily or $35 for 
the week; children 12 and under 
are free.

   ■ INFORMATION

When he’s not in the ring, Devoncourt wears a protective mask to keep him from accidentally 
injuring his blind eye and to protect his good eye.

Trainer Ron Keller helps Denise Seymour and Devoncourt prepare for 
shows, and has ridden the horse himself in Grand Prix competitions.
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What you do on 
the Dance Floor 
is Our Business
1st Session FREE

Group Classes Available
New adult students only. No partner needed.

Ballroom • Latin • Swing

650-216-7501
2065 Broadway, Redwood City

www.arthurmurrayredwoodcity.com

*offer good thru 7/24/06. Evaluation lesson required for new clients. 10 pack must be used by 8/30/06.

1800 El Camino Real, Suite C, Menlo Park, CA 94027-4128 
 www.thepilateszone.com • 650-325-9663

SUMMER PILATES!
Sign-up online for any 10 Pack Class 

and get a Free Mat Class! *

Same great quality 
and service.

We’re proud to announce 
the grand re-opening of our store.

You’ve always looked to your Benjamin Moore® retailer for great products 
and great advice. Well, that’s not changing. But now our newly redecorated 
store will make your entire shopping experience even better. You’ll fi nd 
more inspiration to help you choose paint and decorating tools. Our experts 
will help you bring your ideas to life, with the confi dence you need to get 
the job done right.

©2004 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore and the triangle M symbol are registered trademarks 
and The Leader in Paint & Color is a trademark licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

717 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park
(Across from the Fire Station)

650-322-2238

New Look, New Location
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Las Lomitas may seek ‘substantial’ increase in parcel taxes

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

With reserves narrowing, 
the Las Lomitas Ele-
mentary School Dis-

trict is looking at asking voters 
to increase parcel taxes, maybe 
from $196 to $450 a year.
 “If we don’t pass a substan-
tially increased parcel tax, we 
could face having to do signifi-
cant cuts,” said David Bailard, 
president of the school board at 
its June 21 meeting. 
 Due to hiring more teachers 
because of a steady climb in enroll-
ment over several years and rising 
costs for special-needs students, 
general fund reserves are expected 
to fall to just 2 percent of annual 
spending during the 2006-07 bud-
get year, said Mr. Bailard.
 Trustee Lee Anderson con-
curred. “I agree with you on the 
assessment of the limb that we 
are going out on,” he said.
 Last year at this time, the 
estimated reserve was $1.36 
million, about 11 percent of 
expenses. For the year starting 
July 1, the estimated reserve is 
$284,000, just 2 percent of the 
$14.5 million the K-8 district 
plans to spend during the year. 
(The district has also set aside 
$909,000, part of which is a 
mandatory reserve for economic 

uncertainties.) 
 The district’s $196 annual par-
cel tax expires in 2008, but the 
board is looking at asking voters 
to renew and raise it a year early. 
 What about property tax rev-
enues? They’re expected to rise 
7 percent, or $718,000, over the 
next year, said Business Man-
ager De Modderman. 
 If they don’t rise further, the 
board could be looking at a 
parcel tax of as much as $450, 

said Mr. Bailard. In an interview 
afterward, he took pains to point 
out that nothing is decided yet 
and that any tax increase would 
depend on what voters say they 
would support. 
 In a presentation, poll researcher 
Brad Senden included a campaign 
timetable for a parcel tax measure 
on the March 2007 ballot.
 Currently, the Las Lomitas 
district’s $196 parcel tax is about 
the same as that of the Woodside 

Elementary School District. In 
Portola Valley, the parcel tax is 
$290; in Menlo Park, the total 
tax is $436 per parcel. 
 A parcel tax requires approval 
by two-thirds of the voters. If the 
measure passes in March, the 
board could decide to change 
the tax rate in the summer of 
2007, said Mr. Senden. 
 The Las Lomitas district has “an 
extremely strong base” of support 
for schools, said Mr. Senden. New 
residents tend to see a parcel tax as 
a “good tradeoff” in that strong 
support for schools tends to raise 
property values, he added. 
 Seniors 65 and older who own 
and reside on their property 
may apply for an exemption to a 
parcel tax.

Rising costs
 Special education money from 
the government never matches 
actual costs, said Mr. Bailard. 
This school year, the Las Lomi-
tas district plans to take $1.9 
million from the general fund 
for these kids. These costs have 
gone up about $1 million over 
the last four to five years, he 
said. 
 A rising enrollment means 
more teachers. For the next 
school year, the district is plan-
ning to hire six more teachers, 
including two for academic 
subjects, one for physical educa-
tion, and specialists in reading, 
behavior and student support. 

 Enrollment is expected to 
rise by 18 students this school 
year and by 116 in the next five 
years, projection consultant 
Tom Williams told the board. 
“Clearly, you’re (enrollment is) 
going up,” he said. “Probably, 
you’re going up at a slow but 
steady pace.” 

 Is either Phillips Brooks or 
Woodland school — both on 
sites owned by the Las Lomitas 
district — at risk of losing its 
campus to Las Lomitas students 
if enrollment grows as expected? 
“I don’t see any justification to 
open a school with these num-
bers,” said Mr. Williams. A

Discretionary reserves of the Las Lomitas Elementary School District 
are expected to drop sharply for the 2006-07 school year to cover rising 
enrollment and special education costs. Not shown are reserves of 6 percent 
to 7 percent of overall expenses set aside for economic uncertainties. 

‘I agree with you on the 
assessment of the limb 

that we are going out on.’
BOARD MEMBER LEE ANDERSON

  ■ SCHOOLS

■ Enrollment growth and rising costs for 
special-needs kids are shrinking reserves.

$1.6

$0

$0.2

$0.4

M
il

li
o

n
s

$0.6

$0.8

$1

$1.2

$1.4

Estimated reserves
Las Lomitas Elementary School District

2004-05 2006-072005-06

$951,231

$1.36 million

$284,292

Boost for library: Winkler wins more funds 
 As most Menlo Park city 
departments endured another set 
of budget cuts, the city’s libraries 
received some good news.
 At the request of Council-
woman Mickie Winkler, the 
council agreed at its June 20 
meeting to add $50,600 to the 
library department’s materials 
budget.
 Ms. Winkler said the city’s 
funding of the libraries is rela-
tively low, considering an esti-
mated 379,000 people use the 
main library each year.
 About $1.78 million — 5 
percent of the city’s budget 
— is allocated for the library 

department.
 She added 
that cuts to the 
department’s 
materials bud-
get have caused 
a decline in the 
quality of the 
collection and 
customer satis-
faction.
 Overall funding of the depart-
ment has been consistent, but 
less of that money has been 
devoted to the materials budget 

due to rising staff costs.
 Materials funding has dropped 
by about $57,000 since 2001. 
Only six people in the depart-
ment work full time, and hours 
for the main and the Belle Haven 
libraries have been scaled back.
 The Library Commission sent 
a memo to the council in March 
stating that the city’s libraries 
— both the main library in the 
Civic Center and the Belle Haven 
branch — are on the brink of 
“total dysfunction” due to bud-
get cuts.
 The city will pull the funding 
from its $21 million of unallo-
cated reserves.

  ■ MENLO PARK

CLICK on your

COMMUNITY
ANYTIME from

ANYWHERE
www.almanacnews.com

County cuts permit fees for solar panels
 Residents of unincorporated 
San Mateo County who want to 
fight global warming and help 
the planet — and those who just 
want to save money — will soon 
find it a tad cheaper.
 The San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors on June 20 halved 
the building fees for installing 
photovoltaic systems on rooftops, 
from the present $690 to $345. 
 The board also eliminated 
fees for reviewing the design of 

solar installations and obtain-
ing an exemption from further 
reviews.
 “Now is the time to create 
incentives for solar panels,” said 
Supervisor Adrienne Tissier, 
who with Supervisor Rich Gor-
don introduced the proposal.
 Over the past 12 months the 
county issued 18 building permits 
for solar installations, bringing in 
$12,420 in revenue. It has issued 
seven exemptions from design 

review, totaling $3,311 in revenue.
 The county will collect infor-
mation for a year, and then 
decide whether to make the cuts 
permanent.
 Board president Jerry Hill 
encouraged residents of county-
governed areas to save money by 
installing solar panels. Quoting 
former Vice President Al Gore, 
he said, “Fossil fuel is a finite 
resource, and we have already 
used half of it.”

Mickie Winkler
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By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer 

The Menlo Park-Atherton 
Education Foundation 
has raised $250,000 from 

new charter members, triggering 
a matching grant of $250,000 
and bringing its teacher-train-
ing endowment to $1.5 mil-
lion, foundation officials have 

announced.
 The goal is a $2 million 
endowment, from which earn-
ings will fund ongoing profes-
sional-development programs 

for the 154 teachers and admin-
istrators in Menlo Park City 
School District. 
 When the goal is reached, the 
foundation will launch the first 
endowment for teacher develop-
ment among the 550 education 
foundations in the state, said 
foundation co-presidents Carol 
Fields and Peggy Propp.
 Schools need an ongoing 
source of funds for teacher 
training because such money 
is often cut when districts face 
budget pressures, they said.
 Teacher training programs 
focus on such areas as advancing 
the use technology in education, 
and “differentiated instruction,” 
which varies teaching methods 
based on the 
learning styles 
and needs of 
students.
 Four schools 
are in the K-8 
district: Laurel, 
Encinal, Oak 
Knoll and Hill-
view Middle.
 Foundation 
board member Peg Phelps is 
spearheading the endowment 
campaign. Formed in 2003, 
the Endowment for Education 
Excellence initially raised $1 
million from charter members 
over a two-year period.
 Last June, a group of 10 local 
families announced the chal-
lenge grant of $250,000.
 This endowment “is invest-
ing where it counts for children 
— in our teachers,” said Linda 
Darling-Hammond, professor 
of education and director of 
the School Redesign Network at 
Stanford University. “If teach-

ers are to ensure successful 
learning for students, they must 
be prepared as diagnosticians, 
planners and leaders who know 
a great deal about the learning 
process and have a wide reper-
toire of tools at their disposal.”
 Three committees, staffed 
by volunteers and consultants 
serving pro bono, manage the 
endowment. There are commit-
tees for fundraising and invest-
ment, plus an advisory board of 
educators.
 June Flora, a former founda-
tion president, chairs the advi-
sory board. Other members are 
Ray Pecheone, director of the 
Stanford School Redesign proj-
ect; Ann Lieberman, senior 
scholar at the Carnegie Institute 
for the Advancement of Teach-

ing; Floyd Gon-
ella, former San 
Mateo County 
superintendent; 
Terri S. Bailard, 
former Red-
wood City 
School District 
board member; 
Char Singleton, 
another former 

foundation president. Ex-officio 
members are Ken Ranella, Men-
lo Park district superintendent; 
Laura Rich, president of the 
Menlo Park board; and Carol 
Orton, Menlo Park district 
trustee. A

ispel the myths of remodeling and learn the facts and how-to’s of the process in
a workshop designed specifically for homeowners. 

Whether you are undecided about remodeling or ready to go, the class will provide an overview of
Universal Design—what it is, who it's for, why it's important, and what it looks like.

Topics will include:
Creating a space that is safe and comfortable for all, that reflects your personal style and taste. 
Considerations: Exterior access • Interior space planning • Specific elements for kitchens and bath-
rooms • Selecting finishes and materials.

Harrell Remodeling, one of the San Francisco Peninsula's premier 
remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and introduce 
you to exciting design considerations for your remodel. Your home
is an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are 
by giving it your very best!

At Harrell Remodeling, we never forget it’s your home.®

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop,
call Carol Langley at (650) 230-2900. No credit cards accepted.
Class fee is $20.00 if pre-registered, or $25.00 at the door. 

Harrell Remodeling
Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

Thursday, June 29, 6:30 pm-8:30 pm
1954 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043D
"It was terrific, excellent source of information." -Workshop Attendee

Universal Design for Your Home

Foundation gives record $1.6 million to school district

By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

The nonprofit Menlo Park-
Atherton Education Foun-
dation gave a record $1.6 

million annual grant to the Menlo 
Park City School District last week. 
It surpasses the previous record of 
$1.5 million given last year.
 The gift will fund five pro-
grams the district and foundation 
consider essential: — libraries, 
science, technology, music and 
teaching excellence. The funds 
will also pay for teachers to staff 
the programs at the K-8 district’s 
four schools: Laurel, Encinal, Oak 
Knoll and Hillview Middle.
 This year’s grant includes a 
one-time allocation of $100,000 
to defray the district’s rising 

expenses due to growing student 
enrollment.
 Peggy Propp, foundation co-
president with Carol Fields, pre-
sented the check to school board 
President Laura Rich during the 
board’s June 21 meeting. 
 Trustees expressed great 
appreciation for the grant, 
which amounts to 6.7 percent 
of the district’s $24 million bud-
get for the 2006-07 school year. 
Trustee Carol Orton called the 
gift “phenomenal.”
 Growing student enrollment is 
the biggest factor increasing the 
operating expenses of the district, 
said Ms. Rich. “Thankfully, our 
community is dedicated to sup-
porting excellent public schools 
through private donations to the 

foundation,” she said.
 She said that dedication is evi-
dent, also, in the recently passed 
$91 million bond measure to 
upgrade and expand facilities at 
the four school campuses.
 In addition to the $1.6 mil-
lion grant, the foundation 
board recently voted to transfer 
$150,000 from its fundraising 
efforts to its Endowment for 
Excellence in Teaching, which 
will fund professional devel-
opment programs for district 
teachers.

Where dollars go
 The $1.6 million grant is target-
ed for the following programs:

■ Libraries: $461,816 for 
librarians at the four schools, 
plus expansion of the collections, 
and supplies and materials. 

■ Hands-on science :

$186,800 for support person-
nel, facility costs, instructional 
supplies, materials, and a new 
focus on a scientists-in-resi-
dence program.

■ Technology: $461,384 for 
technical support personnel, 
instructional support within 
elementary technology labs, and 
the Hillview broadcast studio. 

■ Music education: $30,000 
to buy instruments, musical 
scores and methods books.

■ Jeanie Ritchie Grants:
$60,000 for innovative learning 
projects proposed by teachers 
and approved by the Jeanie 
Ritchie Grants Committee.

■ Excellence in Teaching Ini-
tiative: $100,000 for training, 
collaboration and professional 
development of teachers and the 
certificated staff, and for promot-
ing the further development of 
the fundation’s growing Endow-
ment for Excellence in Teaching.

■ 21st Century Classroom 
Project: $200,000 to extend 
the use of technology among 
representative teachers through 
the purchase of equipment, 
software and supplies that 
complement a rigorous training 
program.

■ One-time allocation:
$100,000 to offset the immediate 
impacts of growth in student 
enrollment, enabling other stan-
dard revenue sources to grow. A

  ■ SCHOOLS■ Funds support ‘essential programs’ and person-
nel, and provides one-time grant to offset cost of 
enrollment growth. Nearly 2,200 children are 

enrolled in the districts four 
schools. The staff includes 154 
teachers and administrators and 
77 classified staff members. To 
learn more about the Menlo Park-
Atherton Education Foundation, 
visit www.mpaef.org.

   ■ INFORMATION

Teacher-development endowment reaches $1.5 million

Schools need ongoing 
funds for teacher training 

because such money 
is often cut under 
budget pressures.

During its 24-year history, the 
foundation has granted more 
than $14 million to the Menlo 
Park City School District. To 
learn more about the Endowment 
for Excellence in Teaching, go to 
www.mpaef.org.

   ■ INFORMATION
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For more information, call 
6650.330.2200

 or visit our web site at:  
www.menlopark.org 
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6/28 Delta Wires 
Blues 

7/5 Emily Lord 
Country/Rock 

 
7/12 Fun Moon Rude 

Rockin’ Blues 
 

7/19 Hale Vaskin  
Jazz 

7/26 Tom Rigney
W/ Rigomania 
Cajun Zydeco 

 8/2 Wanted 
Country 

 
8/9 Primary Colors 
Featuring Nate Pruit 

Soul 
 

8/16 Floorshakers 
Rock/Funk/Soul 

FREMONT PARK 
(University & Santa Cruz) 

Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

We offer 
Family haircuts, 

Hair colors, Perms, 
Wedding & Formal 

hair styles, Manicure 
& Pedicure, Facials, & 

Body treatments.
~ ~ ~

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

�

�

Hearing on Beltramo project 
 A proposal by developer John Beltramo to build a 
26,800-square-foot office building and 16 two-story 
rental townhouses on El Camino Real in Menlo Park 
is scheduled to go before the Planning Commission 
July 10.
 The development is planned for a site at 1460 El 
Camino Real, near Valparaiso Avenue.
 The proposed two-story office building would face 
El Camino Real, and the townhouses would front 
San Antonio Street.
 The proposal includes plans for 
underground and ground-level 
parking.
 The commission is scheduled to consider the pro-
posal at 7 p.m. in the council chambers at the Civic 
Center, between Laurel and Alma streets.

Child care meeting
 The criteria that will be used to decide what opera-
tors will be in the running to take over the city’s 
child care programs will be discussed at the June 28 
meeting of the Child Care RFP Committee.
 Assistant City Manager Audrey Seymour is 
expected to outline the criteria to the committee, an 

eight-person task force of parents, appointed officials 
and child care specialists. The group will ultimately 
recommend who they think is best fit to run the city’s 
toddler, preschool and school-age programs housed in 
the new $3.4 Menlo Children’s Center.
 The criteria includes: the quality of the proposed 
program; affordability of tuition rates; company 
qualifications; proposed budget; and what costs, if 
any, the city would still cover.
 The deadline for proposals is July 14, and com-

mittee members are scheduled to 
identify their top-ranked propos-
als at an August 23 meeting.

 The committee is scheduled to interview potential 
operators in September.
 The city is also expected to submit a bid to prove 
it can compete with private operators.
 The committee is scheduled to meet at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Burgess Recreation Center at 700 Alma St.

Meetings canceled
  The Menlo Park City Council will not hold its 
regular meetings July 4 and 11. Meetings are sched-
uled to resume July 18.

  ■ MENLO WATCH

HELP your small BUSINESS
ADVERTISINGtake flight by

in
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Coach pleads no contest
to sexual assault charges
 Former Palo Alto middle-school 
coach Bill Giordano of Menlo Park 
faces a maximum prison sentence 
of five years after pleading no con-
test June 23 in San Mateo County 
Superior Court to 10 counts of 
lewd acts upon a minor.
 The minor is defined in the 
charges as someone age 14 or 15 
who is at least 10 years young-
er than the perpetrator, said a 
spokeswoman for the San Mateo 
County district attorney’s office.
 The former Jordan Middle 
School teacher’s plea change 
came just days before the sched-
uled start of his jury trial. Mr. 
Giordano was originally charged 
with 21 counts of lewd acts on a 
minor, age 14 or 15.
 A judge placed a five-year 
maximum prison sentence on 
the plea deal. Mr. Giordano is 
scheduled to appear in court for 
sentencing on August 22.
 Upon his release from prison, 
Mr. Giordano would have to 
register as a sex offender for the 
rest of his life.
 Mr. Giordano, who began 

teaching at Jordan Middle School 
in 1991, allegedly engaged in a 
thre-year relationship with a 
14-year-old student in the early 
1990s, according to San Mateo 
County Deputy District Attor-
ney Steve Wagstaffe.
 The alleged victim, now in 
her late 20s and living in Penn-
sylvania, claims that her sexual 
encounters with Mr. Giordano 
began in December 1991 after 
he hired her to babysit his son, 
according to Mr. Wagstaffe.
 Mr. Giordano allegedly molest-
ed the victim almost weekly, 
ending the relationship in March 
1994 when she was 17 years old, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 The woman did not report the 
molestations until memories of 
the encounters surfaced during 
a counseling session in 2005, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 Mr. Giordano was arrested at 
his Menlo Park home on August 
18, 2005, and has been free on 
more than $1 million bail since 
September.

— - Bay City News Service

Talk: geology evolution in Bay Area
 Geologist Russ Graymer 
will describe new ideas about 
the evolution of the Bay Area 
derived from decades of geologic 
mapping, in a talk at the U.S. 
Geologic Survey in Menlo Park 
on Thursday, June 29.
 The program starts at 7 p.m. 
in Building 3 of the campus at 
345 Middlefield Road.
 He will touch on such subjects 

as what the Bay Area was like 
when dinosaurs were roaming; 
the faraway places some of our 
rocks came from; and how the 
San Andreas Fault system has 
rearranged the region and what 
that means for future earthquakes. 
And volcanoes in Berkeley!
 For information, call 329-
5000, or go to online.wr.usgs.
gov/calendar.

Workshop on ‘more livable’ county
 People interested in making 
San Mateo County more liv-
able can sign up for an interac-
tive workshop on “Designs for 
Healthy Living” on Thursday, 
June 29, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:20 
p.m. at the Belmont Sports 
Complex, 550 Island Parkway.
 Two talks will focus on plan-
ning and designing healthier 

communities, and two will 
discuss the “Grand Boulevard 
Project.” This would convert 
El Camino Real into a Grand 
Boulevard that supports healthy 
communities linked to transit.
 The program is free. To register, 
call Angela Sajuthi at 573-2737, or 
go to smhealth.org, and click on 
link under “What’s New.”

Caltrain hearing on fare, parking hikes
By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Soaring fuel prices bug more 
than just drivers. Just ask 
Caltrain.

 The difference between pay-
ing $2.10 per gallon and $2.40 
a gallon for diesel fuel will cost 
Caltrain a budget-busting $1.5 
million.
 The Caltrain board (JPB) is 
proposing to cover about $1 mil-
lion of the agency’s increased fuel 
costs by raising fares and parking 
fees. If approved, the hikes would 
take effect later this year.
 The board has set two meet-
ings on the on the proposals:

■ On Wednesday, June 28, at 
6 p.m., a community meeting to 
take public comments, at Sam-
Trans headquarters, 1250 San 
Carlos Ave. in San Carlos.

■ On Friday, June 30, at 1 p.m., 

a public hearing to take public 
comment and make a decision, 
also at SamTrans headquarters.
 The board is proposing two 
alternatives for increasing fares: 
an increase of 25 cents per zone; 
and a 25-cent increase in base 
fare, plus 25 cents per zone. The 
proposal includes an increase 
in parking fees from $1.50 to 
$2 per day, and parking passes 
from $15 to $20 per month.

Caltrain budget
 Fuel costs were just one factor 
pushing up costs for the pas-
senger rail line running down 
the Peninsula between San 
Francisco and Gilroy. 
 On June 1, the three-county 
Caltrain board approved an 
operating budget of $83.4 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2006-07 
(starting July 1) — up 8 percent 
from the current fiscal year.
 For 2007, projected revenue 
increases are more than offset 
by increased expenses. 
 On the revenue side, farebox 
revenue is up by more than 9 
percent, thanks to fare increases, 
higher ridership, and the popu-
larity of the Go Pass program, 

according to the staff report.
 The three participating coun-
ties increased their contributions 
to running the railroad by 3 per-
cent. San Francisco is paying $6.8 
million; San Mateo County, $15.8 
million; and Santa Clara County 
$15.2 million, according to Jonah 
Weinberg of SamTrans. 
 On the expense side, fuel costs 
were already up 19 percent (at 
the originally estimated $2.10 
per gallon); operations and 
maintenance are up 8 percent; 
and employee wages and ben-
efits are up 18 percent.
 Transit watcher Jim Bigelow, 
chair of the Menlo Park Cham-
ber of Commerce transportation 
committee, warned that Caltrain 
has dangerously low reserves 
— especially since the board 
voted to take the final $550,000 
deficit out of reserves of about 
$1.5 million. The alternative 
was to raise the contributions by 
member agencies by 1.3 percent.
 That action leaves Caltrain 
with $1 million in reserves.
 “They cannot run all year and 
be solvent if the price of diesel 
continues to rise,” Mr. Bigelow 
pointed out. A

HoopStars
The Mercenaries team won the 
county-wide 7th grade division 
basketball championship in the 
HoopStars League on May 21 

at Burlingame High School. 
The Mercenaries, which include 

five students from La Entrada 
School, edged the Run and 

Gunners 32-31. Pictured are, 
front row, from left: Audrey 

Proulx, Jesse Perkins, Christian 
Perkins and Davante Adams; 

back row, from left, Coach 
Scott Peters, Ian Proulx, 

Max Schmarzo, Miles 
Anderson, T.J. Braff and 

assistant coach Tom Proulx. 
Not pictured is Austin Braff.

Wedding Photography

by J. Ennis Kirkland
Providing exceptional wedding photography at affordable prices. 

www.jekweddings.com • ennis@jekweddings.com • 650.400.6028

Let Us Hear
From You…

Letters to the editor and 
guest columns are welcome.
Mail your comments to:
Editor at the Almanac
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Or email
editor@AlmanacNews.com
(Please indicate if it is a letter to be published.)
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By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Stan Gage never saw the tick 
that gave him Lyme disease 
more than 15 years ago.

 The 32-year resident of Los 
Trancos Woods did notice a 
red bull’s-eye rash. But it was 
a couple of years later that he 
began having flu-like symp-
toms. Then excruciating pain 
in his large joints forced him to 
give up running on local trails.
 “There was no swelling, no 
tenderness,” he says. “The joints 
just hurt like hell, and normal 
pain killers don’t help.”
 Some 10 years later, Mr. Gage 
passed out a few times and had a 
heart block. Now he’s on a pace-
maker, takes antibiotics every day, 
and is mostly free of symptoms.
 “I’m pretty good,” he says. 
“I’ve had no recurrence, but I’ve 
been taking antibiotics every 
day since 2003.”
 Mr. Gage — and other local 
residents who live with chronic 
Lyme disease — report huge 
frustrations with getting the 
disease diagnosed and treated.
 Symptoms can be intermit-
tent and variable, and may not 
totally match the official crite-
ria, they say. And many doctors 
don’t believe in Lyme disease 
here, they grumble. 
 “I do not believe the tests cur-
rently out there detect Lyme 
disease effectively,” says Mr. 
Gage; he claims that current 
tests come in with a high rate of 
false negatives.
 Mr. Gage finally got his Lyme 
disease confirmed by one of the 
top Lyme disease laboratories 
in the country, Igenex of Palo 
Alto. Now he sees what he calls 
an “LLD” (for Lyme-literate 
doctor) from Nevada 
City, who also prac-
tices in Palo Alto.

‘Hard to prove’
 Dr. Mary Ann Car-
mack of Menlo Park, 
head of pediatrics at 
the Palo Alto Medi-
cal Foundation, agrees 
that diagnosis of Lyme 
disease, particularly 
chronic Lyme disease, 
is very controversial. 
“It is hard to prove,” 
she says. “The symp-
toms are vague and 
can be caused by oth-
er things.”

Several messages emerge from 
the ordeals of Mr. Gage and 
other local residents afflicted 
with Lyme disease:

■ Lyme disease is rare in this 
area; most ticks don’t carry it.

■ Diagnosis of Lyme disease can 
be difficult and controversial.

■ Early discovery is important 
to cure the disease.

■ Preventing tick bites is even 
better.

‘Hidden epidemic’?
 The state Legislature has rec-
ognized the importance of Lyme 
disease by declaring May as “Lyme 
Disease Awareness Month.”
 Lyme disease occurs world-
wide and is a “hidden epidem-
ic” in California, says Phyllis 
Mervine, president of the Cali-
fornia Lyme Disease Associa-
tion. It can affect the brain, the 
heart, joints and other organs.
 Lyme disease is carried by a 
bacterium, Borrelia burgdorferi, 

and is transmitted to humans 
through the bite of infected 
black-legged ticks, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
Web site.
 This is the tiny, pinhead-sized 
“deer tick” that brushes off grass 
and vegetation onto passing ani-
mals and people in wildlands and 
backyards. Even invisible nymph-
stage ticks can transmit the disease 
without alerting the victim.
 If the tick makes it into the 
skin, it may or may not cre-
ate the classic bulls-eye rash. 
It sucks blood for a few weeks, 
may raise an itchy red welt, and 
eventually drops off.
 The likelihood of contracting 
Lyme disease from a tick bite 
in this area is low. Only about 

3 to 5 percent of ticks 
collected around the 
county were infected, 
according to Angela 
Rory, assistant vector 
ecologist with the San 
Mateo County Mosqui-
to Abatement District. 
The district collects 
ticks from hiking trails 
around the county and 
tests them for Lyme 
disease.
     Dr. Carmack says the 
clinic sees “vanishingly 
few” cases of Lyme dis-
ease. “It is very uncom-
mon to see Lyme disease 
in this area,” she says. “If 

caught early, it is easily treatable 
with antibiotics.”

Prevention
 “The important message is 
prevention,” says Dr. Carmack. 
“Try to not be bitten by a tick.”
 To avoid picking up ticks, Dr. 

Carmack recommends wearing 
light-colored clothes and spraying 
them with a repellent like DEET. 
After being out in tick country, Dr. 
Carmack urges people to inspect 
themselves and their children. 

Lyme disease lookout: avoid those ticks
Residents report frustrations with getting the disease diagnosed and treated; authorities say its rare in this area

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Stan Gage, at his Portola Valley home, says his joints “just hurt like hell, and normal pain killers don’t help.”

A Lyme disease support group 
meets the second Tuesday of 
every month, from 6 to 8 p.m., 
at El Camino Hospital in Moun-
tain View. For information, call 
800-216-5556. The San Mateo 
County Health Services Depart-
ment also keeps watch on Lyme 
disease; call 573-2346 for infor-
mation. The following Web sites 
carry information on ticks and 
Lyme disease:
■ Centers for Disease Control, 
www.CDC.gov
■ California Lyme Disease Asso-
ciation (CALDA), Lymedisease.org
■ San Mateo County Mosquito 
Abatement District, smcmad.org
■ IGeneX Research Laboratories 
in Palo Alto, Igenex.com.

   ■ INFORMATION

Source: California Dept. of Health Services

Lyme disease is transmitted to humans through the bite of 
infected black-legged ticks, such as these, shown on a finger. 
From left, are a nymph, an adult male and an adult female.

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specifi c discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $399
•  Living Trusts $399/$499
•  Incorporations/LLC $399
• Probate (FREE Quote)
•          QDRO, Buy/Sell 
   Agreements 
• And much more!Kyle & Koko

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

See LYME DISEASE, next page



 Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Atherton, 
has voted against a non-binding 
resolution supporting the gov-
ernment’s policy for the war in 
Iraq. The resolution passed the 
House of Representatives June 
16 on a vote of 256-153.
 A “yes” vote indicated support 
for the government’s policy on 
an open-ended engagement in 
Iraq with no withdrawal date set 

for American troops.
 Speaking on the f loor of 
the House, Rep. Eshoo said 
that almost two-thirds of the 
American people “have now 
lost faith in the president’s war 
in Iraq.”
 Saying “we all support and 
honor our troops,” she added 
that there is a difference between 
Iraq and the war on terrorism.

 “Some people in the Congress, 
unlike people in the country, do 
not want to acknowledge that. 
So where are we today? Our 
intelligence agency demoral-
ized, intelligence manipulated, 
the American people ashamed 
of what we are doing instead of 
being proud.”
 She concluded that Congress 
needs to have a debate about the 
war in Iraq. “We need a debate 
about alternatives,” Eshoo said.

“That’s probably the single most 
important message,” she says.
 If a tick starts biting, Dr. Car-
mack says: “Don’t panic, but 
time is critical. It requires 32 to 
76 hours for the infection to be 
transmitted.”
 If you find a biting tick, grab it 
with tweezers close to the skin, 
and gently pull it out, Dr. Carmack 
advises. “Do not jerk or twist it; do 
not squeeze or crush a tick.” And 

don’t believe the folk tales about 
unscrewing it. Then disinfect your 
skin and wash your hands.
 If symptoms occur, seek medi-
cal advice. 
 Early symptoms of Lyme dis-
ease include fever, headache, and 
the characteristic bulls-eye skin 
rash — although not everyone 
gets all symptoms. Left untreat-
ed, the infection can move to the 
joints, the heart and the nervous 
system, says the CDC.
 There are some happy outcomes. 
Marie Nightingale of Los Trancos 

Woods contracted Lyme disease 
about 12 years ago, when she was 6. 
She spent two horrible years with 
treatment by intravenous antibiot-
ics, says John Nightingale. “It was 
mostly lethargy, and all sorts of 
weird symptoms.”
 By fourth grade, she was sig-
nificantly better, although she 
still had ups and downs through 
eighth grade, Mr. Nightingale 
says.
 Last week Marie completed 
her freshman year at the Univer-
sity of California at Davis. A

MManantrara
Palo Alto’s newest entry into 
fi ne dining with a sophisticated 
ambiance. Elegant California 
Cuisine with a dash of India

Open for Lunch (Mon.-Fri.) & Dinner (Seven Days)

Mantra’s Daru Lounge: Sleek 
and chic long bar and lounge 
serving small plates, wine and 
exquisite cocktails to the 
rhythm and beats of the world.

Mantra Restaurant & Lounge
632 Emerson Street  •  Palo Alto, CA 94301

tel 650.322.3500  •  fax 650.322.3502
reservations@mantrapaloalto.com  •  www.mantrapaloalto.com

Now Open for Lunch & Dinner

Manantrara

LYME
continued from page 19

Look out for rattlesnakes
 This is the time of year to 
look out for rattlesnakes. The 
reptiles like the warmer weather, 
according to Dr. Bob Norris, 
associate professor and director 
of the division of emergency 
medicine at Stanford University 
School of Medicine.
 The only rattler native to this 
area is the Northern Pacific 
rattlesnake, which is moderate 
in size, about 4-feet long, with 
fairly toxic venom and a some-
what tolerant personality, said 
Dr. Morris.
 Stanford treats about six rat-
tlesnake bites a year. Rarely does 
anyone die.
 “If you get bit by a rattlesnake, 
don’t wait to get medical care, 
the venom starts working imme-
diately,” he said. “Victims get a 
funny taste in their mouths and 
their muscles start to twitch.”
 For more information, go to 
mednews.stanford.edu.

Help for active seniors
 San Mateo County residents 
55 and older who want to work 
-- and even gat paid -- by local 
nonprofit or public agencies 
may be able to find help with the 
Family Service Agency Senior 
Employment Services.
 The agency may be able to 

provide paid work experience, 
classroom training to upgrade 
job skills, assistance in search-
ing for jobs and marketing 
skills, and a job match-up ser-
vice to meet immediate needs.
 Anyone interested may call 
403-4300 for information, or go 
to familyserviceagency.org.

Samaritan House needs
medical volunteers
 Now that the Redwood City 
Free Medical Clinic has expand-
ed to include dental and eye 
care, the charity Samaritan 
House is looking for medical 
and dental professionals willing 
to volunteer even a few hours a 
month to help patients.
 The Free Medical Clinic usu-
ally sees about 3,000 patients 
a year, who are mostly low-
income and uninsured. 
 Clinic Director Dr. Jason 
Wong said he now has a waiting 
list of 150 potential patients for 
eye care, and 200 who need a 
dentist.
 Especially needed are dentists, 
dental assistants, dental hygien-
ists, ophthalmologists, optom-
etrists, primary physicians, nurs-
es, and medical assistants.
 “Volunteering can be very 
simple and easy,” said Michele 
Canning, volunteer director for 
Samaritan House. Many vol-
unteers increase their hours 
“because they enjoy it so much.”
 For information or to sign up, 
call Ms. Canning at 341-4081, 
ext. 33, or go to SamaritanHouse.
com.

  ■ NOTEBOOK

www.almanacnews.com
your online
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Eshoo votes against war resolution

 Corte Madera School’s var-
sity tennis team defeated Menlo 
School 5-4 recently to win the 
tennis league championship.
 This is the first time in 10 years 
that the Portola Valley school has 
taken the league tennis title, said 
Principal Joel Willen.
 The team, made up of 16 play-
ers in seventh and eighth grades, 

finished the season with a 10-1 
record.
 With the match tied at four 
games apiece, Alex Heaney 
came back from being down 7-4 
to win in a tiebreaker 8-7. 
 “This come-from-behind win 
exemplifies the heart of this 
team that played with tenac-
ity and perseverance all season 

long,” said Coach Dan Flaha-
van, physical education teacher 
and athletic director at Corte 
Madera School.
 To win the championship, 
Corte Madera had to defeat La 
Entrada and Menlo in a single 
elimination playoff. Earlier in 
the season, Corte Madera lost to 
Menlo 7-2.

Corte Madera School photo

Tennis champs from Corte Madera are, in the top row from left, Sam Cronin, Kevin Bui, Yash Patel, Aaron 
Ebert and coach Dan Flahavan; middle row, Geoff Lalonde, Will Strober, Jack Matteucci, Jeff Windsor, Alex 
Heaney, Kayla Emmerson, Sophie Emmerson and Ronnie Thompson; and first row, Sahil Khanna, Avi Shah, 
Joe Davison and Patrick Chase. 
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Corte Madera wins league tennis title



Anuj Mohan
Software engineer
 Anuj Mohan of Mountain View, 
who worked as a engineer and 
software archi-
tect at KANA, 
a Menlo Park 
high-tech com-
pany for six 
years, died June 
11 at El Camino 
Hospital. He 
was 30.
 Mr. Mohan 
was injured in 
a near-drown-
ing accident on 
May 17 at his apartment complex 
swimming pool. The accident left 
him with extensive brain damage 
and in a coma. He spent almost 
four weeks in the hospital before 
an infection finally took his life.
 During his stay in the hospi-
tal, people flew in from around 
the world to visit and support 
him, according to his sister-in-law 
Hema Sareen Mohan.
 Mr. Mohan was a graduate of 
MIT with bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees. He had just completed his 
first year in the MBA program at 
the Wharton School of Business at 
the University of Pennsylvania.
 While living in the Bay Area, he 
founded and directed the Software 
Entrepreneurship lecture series of 
the 8,000-member MIT Alumni 
Association of Northern California. 
 When his father, Aditya Mohan, 
was diagnosed with kidney failure 
while living in India, Mr. Mohan 
worked to bring his parents back 
to this country and in touch 
with doctors at Stanford Medical 
Center, according to his brother, 
Neal Mohan. Six months ago, Mr. 
Mohan’s father received a kidney 
transplant. Anuj Mohan became 
an active advocate for the National 
Kidney Foundation.
 Mr. Mohan spent the first years 
of his life in Florida and Michi-
gan before moving to India with 
his family in 1985. In 1994, he 
returned to the United States to 
attend MIT.
 Mr. Mohan’s family has estab-
lished a scholarship in his name 
to help Bay Area students attend 
MIT and Wharton. For more 
information on the Anuj Mohan 
Scholarship Fund, visit www.

anujmohan.com.
 Mr. Mohan is survived by his 
mother, Dr. Deepa Mohan, father, 
Dr. Aditya Mohan; brothers Neal 
and Kapil Mohan, all of Moun-
tain View.

Charles P. Stewart
Architect
 A private memorial service 
will be held Saturday, July 8, for 
Charles P. Stewart, 87, who died 
June 21. The service will be held 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at his Portola 
Valley home.
 A native of Oak Park, Illinois, he 
graduated from the University of 
Illinois at Champaign, where he 
earned a degree in architecture.
 In 1956 he and his family moved 
to California, where, as a member 
of the American Institute of 
Architects, he worked for the firm 
of Skidmore Owings & Merrill for 
many years. Upon retirement, he 
volunteered as a docent at Filoli 
Center and was a member of the 
Portola Valley Garden Club.
 Mr. Stewart is survived by his 
son Chuck of San Juan Bautista, 
and a granddaughter. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife Grace 
and younger son Bill.

 Memorials may be made to a 
favorite charity. Arrangements were 
under the direction of Roller Hap-
good & Tinney Funeral Home.

Meyerhof services
 A memorial services for Walter 
E. Meyerhof, professor emeritus 
of physics at Stanford University, 
is set for 3 p.m. Sunday, July 16, 
at the university’s Faculty Club.
 Mr. Meyerhof, a Menlo Park 
resident since 1949, died on 
May 27 from complications of 
Parkinson’s disease. He was 84.
 In 1997, Mr. Meyerhof estab-
lished the Varian Fry Founda-

tion Project, based in Menlo 
Park. He did so to honor and 
spread the word about Varian 
Fry, an American who helped 
3,000 to 4,000 Jews and other 
persecuted individuals to escape 
from occupied France during 
World War II. Mr. Meyerhof 
and his parents were among the 
refugees he helped.
 The family requests that memo-
rial donations in Mr. Meyerhof’s 
name be made to the Varian Fry 
Foundation, care of Professor 
Justus Rosenberg, Bard College, 
P.O. Box 5000, Annandale-on-
Hudson, New York 12504.
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A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Henry’s Prime 
Steakhouse
888 El Camino Real, 
Menlo Park 
(650) 323-7600.
Great Steaks. Great Prices. 
Check out our new menu 
featuring Prime & Niman 
Ranch Steaks, Fresh Seafood 
& Prime Rib. Open for 
dinner every day at 5.

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

Woodside Delicatessen
1453 Woodside Road 
Woodside. Open 7 Days. 
(650) 369-4235 Specializing 
in Italian Delicacies. and 
Party Trays.

Connoisseur 
Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee 
Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

OBITUARIES

Anuj Mohan at 
MIT graduation 
in 1998.

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Burglary report: Home ransacked, 
Atherton Avenue, June 16. 
Auto burglary report: Stereo stolen, 
Menlo-Atherton High School at 555 
Middlefield Road, June 20. 
Grand theft report: Bicycle stolen, Haw-
thorn Drive, June 16. 
Animal complaint reports:
■ Pedestrian said she was growled at 
by pit bull, whose owner was cited for a 
municipal code violation, Camino Por Los 
Arboles, June 18. 
■ Healthy and playful dog left alone on 
residential construction site cries at night, 
Atherton Avenue, June 19. 
Fraud report: Selby Lane resident claims 
several charges on her credit cards after 
losing her wallet somewhere between 
Atherton and San Francisco, June 20. 

MENLO PARK

Burglary reports:
■ Computers and tools stolen from con-
struction trailer, 100 block of Constitution 
Avenue, June 16. 
■ Computers missing, 100 block of Bay 
Road, June 17. 
■ Gardening tools stolen from vehicles, 
100 block of O’Brien Drive, June 19. 
■ Computer stolen, 1100 block of Laurel 
Avenue, June 22. 

Grand theft reports:
■ Laptop computer stolen, 400 block of 
Pope Street, June 16. 
■ TV stolen, 100 block of Terminal Ave-
nue, June 20. 
Auto burglary reports:
■ Window smashed, 700 block of Pierce 
Road, June 17. 
■ Wallet stolen, 1600 block of Marsh 
Road, June 17. 
■ Vehicle ransacked, 2000 block of Men-
alto Avenue, June 21. 
Stolen vehicle report: Golf cart stolen 
and crashed into wall, 1300 block of Wil-
low Road, June 19. 
Fraud reports:
■ Identity theft, 1100 block of Laurel 

Street, June 16. 
■ Social Security number stolen and dis-
ability compensation stolen, 1200 block of 
Mills Street, June 19. 

WOODSIDE

Burglary reports:
■ Computers and jewelry stolen from resi-
dence, 100 block of Old La Honda Road, 
June 14. 
■ Open door and drawer dumped out on 
bed, 300 block of Woodside Drive, June 16. 
Vandalism report: Spouse accused of using 
pocket knife to puncture tires on her husband’s 
vehicle after argument over unfaithfulness, 
2000 block of Woodside Road, June 19.

 ■ POLICE CALLS

Tasting is 
believing...

Menlo Park
1001 El Camino Real

324-3486
Pizzza-2-Go

989 El Camino Real 
328-1556

Los Altos 
227 First St. 

941-9222

mmmmm-
mmmmm-
mmmmm-
mmm...etc.

NOW OPEN 
for  LUNCH 

Sun. – Fri.

DINNER
7 days/week

Menlo Park
■Alicia and Darren Phelan, a 
daughter, May 17, at Sequoia 
Hospital.

   ■ BIRTH

■ Helen Grace Edwards of 
Menlo Park graduated June 3 
from Santa Catalina School in 
Monterey.

   ■ HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATE 
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One resident sees 
cyclists violate the law

Editor:
 In last week’s article on Wood-
side’s decision to decline the 
application for a bike event, the 
mayor was quoted as saying that 
the citizens who complained 
about bicycle riders constituting 
a hazard to town residents were 
not correct; the “riders do not 
violate any laws.”
 As a long-time resident of the 
town, living in upper Wood-
side (off Skyline Boulevard) I 
have encountered numerous 
incidents of riders crossing over 
the double lines, passing just 
before blind curves, and truly 
creating real dangers for the 
cars attempting to navigate the 
tricky stretch of Highway 84 on 
the way down from Skyline.
 There are really no good bike 

The town of Woodside is not happy with its popularity as 
one of the Peninsula’s premier spots to ride a bicycle. Sever-
al weeks ago, the Town Council underlined this displeasure 

when it turned down a request for a third organized bike ride in 
July, one over the town’s arbitrary limit of two per month.
 The vote was a by-the-book response that did 
not take into account the nature of the ride, which 
would raise funds to fight Lou Gehrig’s Disease 
(ALS), or that the ride organizers had made a con-
siderable number of concessions to the town in an 
effort get the permit. During the discussion, some council members 

called the hilly Jefferson Avenue portion of the route unsafe, despite 
the course having been approved by the town’s own bicycle com-
mittee as well as the county Sheriff’s Office.
 As far as we can tell, the so-called dangerous course was 
not the real reason the town said no to this ride. Instead, the 

council seemed to agree with strong testimony 
against the permit from five of the seven mem-
bers of the public who spoke. Two council 
members who voted no, Ron Romines and Sue 
Boynton, argued that increasing amounts of 

road rage among drivers was reason enough to keep more bike 
riders off the street.
 This circuitous logic was challenged by Mayor Deborah Gor-
don, who rightfully pointed out that cyclists do obey the laws 
and hardly deserve to be barred from town simply because an 
upset resident might fly into a road rage.
 We agree. And frankly, we believe the legal underpinnings for 
Woodside, or any other town, to require organized bike rides to 
have a permit are very shaky. For example, in the state vehicle 
code, bicycles are treated the same as automobiles. Do automo-
bile events that choose to use Woodside streets need a permit? 
The answer is no, unless they require a service from the town.
 In reality, most organized bike rides have virtually no impact 
on the town, especially if they are just passing through. In most 
cases, there are no road closures, no rest stops, no need for park-
ing, no need for additional police, as riders are instructed to 
obey all traffic laws and use bike lanes, not the main roadway.
 There are also questions about the legal basis for restricting 
the number of approved rides to two per month. If the council 
can approve three rides on some months, why not three or more 
all months? Unless two rides are scheduled for the same time on 
the same day, is there a plausible reason for a two-ride-a-month 
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EDITORIALS
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Portola Valley Archives

Our Regional Heritage
In this photo, taken around 1926, little Patricia Law stands by the fountain in the courtyard of the Portola 
Valley mansion Villa Lauriston, built by her father Herbert Law. Just a couple of years later, when Patricia 
was 5, Mr. Law began a second mansion, to be occupied by his daughter. Never totally completed, it 
burned in a horrendous fire in 1971.

Woodside’s bike overload

See LETTERS, next page

Pool incident raises questions

Who is in charge at Burgess pool? More precisely, who’s 
in charge of emergency procedures?
 And what is the protocol when an emergency 

occurs at the pool, which is no longer operated by the city of 
Menlo Park, but by a private contractor? 
 On June 16, a young swimmer somehow managed to turn off 
the water circulation system. When the pump was restarted, at 
least one witness reported seeing a vapor cloud over the pool, and 
eight children became sick — some gasping for air, coughing and 
vomiting. One child was taken to the hospital for observation.
 Tim Sheeper, the private contractor who operates the pool, 
told the Almanac that no gas escaped from pool machinery and 
that the water in the pool was tested immediately and was fine.
 But our concern is not what happened after the “accident,” 
but who was in charge during the incident. Only after a mother 
— an off-duty nurse — insisted there was a need to call for help, 
grabbed a phone and dialed 911, did Mr. Sheeper’s staff also call 
911. The children were obviously in distress, and something 

See WOODSIDE, next pageSee POOL, next page



lanes on this piece of highway, 
and the riders have to be on the 
road with the cars, not being 
able to really move to the right 
for fear of going off the paved 
road and onto the soft shoulder 
— which is a real hazard. I do 
not believe they should be per-
mitted to come down this road.

Alvin I. Haimson
Big Tree Road, Woodside

Just the facts, please

Editor:
 In last week’s editorial you 
express the hope that a replace-
ment for Menlo Park Mayor 
Nicholas Jellins will improve 
the level of civility on the City 
Council.
 If you are sincere in wishing 
this, I respectfully suggest you 
more closely monitor your own 
newspaper for its accuracy in 
uncovering and reporting the 
facts in its stories.  When you 
print rumor and opinion in 
support of your editorial posi-
tions, as in your coverage of 
the 911 call from Burgess Pool, 
those rumors and opinions are 
quoted as fact by those who 
agree with your positions, and 
the acrimonious debates are 
fueled.
 If you truly want a less acri-
monious political scene, why 
not be a model of constructive 
fact-finding and discussion that 
can produce compromise? 

Lucey Bowen
Campo Bello Lane, 

Menlo Park

Editorial on Mayor 
Jellins misguided
Editor:
 Your editorial last week about 
Mayor Jellins’ announcement 
that he would not run for 
another term on the Menlo Park 
City Council is, in my opinion, 
entirely misguided.
 I have watched the bicker-
ing on the council for some 20 
years and am amazed at the 
city’s inability to govern itself 
given the preponderance of 
aff luent and intelligent per-
sons who are residents of this 
little haven next to Stanford 
University.
 Indeed, without Mr. Jellins 
and his allies, it is doubtful if 
today Stanford’s new hotel com-
plex would have been approved 
and environmentalists would 
have foreclosed any discussion 
of using Bayfront Park for play-
ing fields.
 The Steve Schmidt, Paul 
Collacchi (former mayors and 
council members) and Andy 
Cohen (current council mem-
ber) axis regards Stanford as 

an enemy and seems to wish 
Menlo Park might resemble, 
say, Ames, Iowa. Their resur-
gence gives you hope?  Be care-
ful what you wish for.

Leon G. Campbell
Albion Avenue, Woodside

Another try

 Somehow, the correct location 
of the Bank of America branch 
that was located on El Camino 
Real in Menlo Park slipped 

through our fingers again last 
week.
 (In case you missed it, on June 
14, we mistakenly put the 1940s 
office on Santa Cruz Avenue.) 
As stated in last week’s photo 
caption, the bank was on El 
Camino, but between Santa 
Cruz and Oak Grove avenues, 
not Menlo and Santa Cruz, 
as numerous readers eagerly 
pointed out last week. We stand 
corrected on the correction, and 
truly regret the error.
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limit, or a limit at all? 
 Even council member Pete Sinclair was queasy about 
denying a permit for the ALS ride: “As much as I hate to 
say it, we don’t own the roads. We can’t say we don’t want 
to share our roads with bicycles.”
 There is no question that Woodside probably has more 
than its fair share of cyclists, especially on weekends. The 
riders come for the scenery and rural atmosphere that 
make the town so special for visitors and residents alike.
 But if Woodsiders look around, they will see that bicy-
clists are not the only visitors. On many weekends, motor-
ists line up bumper-to-bumper at Canada and Woodside 
roads as they head to the Coastside. And then there are the 
noisy motorcycles, the scourge that 20 years ago caused an 
uproar similar to today’s upset over bicycles.
 It may take time and some statesmanship, but rather 
than kowtow to a few angry residents who see red over 
bicycles, Town Council members should put staff to work 
on a plan to ease the bicycle congestion, and to educate 
both cyclists and residents in ways to get along.
 Unless the scenery changes, or bicycles become extinct, 
we don’t see much hope for ending Woodside’s attraction 
to weekend warriors, whether they are on two wheels or 
four. At least the bicyclists are quiet and don’t foul the air.

WOODSIDE
continued from previous page

needed to be done.
 But in the hurriedly drawn-up contract between the city 
and Mr. Sheeper, we are not sure it’s clear who is respon-
sible in an emergency. It is particularly telling that Michael 
Taylor, the city’s acting director of Community Services, 
and not Mr. Sheeper, issued a press release about the inci-
dent on June 22, six days after the event. 
 We think the city needs to immediately address the fol-
lowing issues:

■ How could a child deactivate the water-pumping sys-
tem? This should be easy to prevent.

■ How did the system emit a cloud of vapor that in all 
likelihood made eight children sick? Pool experts should be 
able to figure out what happened.

■ What is the protocol when an incident like this occurs? 
We would hope lifeguards would err on the side of caution 
and call 911 immediately.
 It is doubly ironic that Mr. Sheeper blames the parents for 
overreacting to this incident. We understand that he has 
been around swimming pools all his life and may have seen 
this type of emergency before. But when a valve is acciden-
tally turned off, and eight children become sick, calling 911 
is not an overreaction.

POOL
continued from previous page
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All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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