
ATHERTON: New group in uproar over excavation fee. 
Town suspends fee pending legal review. Page 5
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

MENLO PARK
Fabulous recently remodeled 
4bd/3.5ba Cape Cod style 
home, featuring an open 
spacious living, dining, 
kitchen combination, 
a main level master suite and 
a fully fenced yard with deck.

$1,795,000

MENLO PARK
Contemporary pizzazz in 
West Menlo.  Two stories boast 
3bd/2.5ba, bonus room plus 
bonus kitchen, and extra areas 
for work or play.  High tech 
"water treadmill" in garden.  
Central location and great 
schools make this a winner!

$1,750,000

MENLO PARK
Warm and inviting! New white 
picket fence surrounds this 
large picturesque professionally 
landscaped lot. Recently 
updated. New roof. Bright and 
spacious living room with high-
beamed ceilings, wood-burning 
fireplace and hardwood floors 
throughout. Loads of charm! 
Menlo Park schools. 

$859,000

apr.com  | MENLO PARK OFFICE  620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES  |  Santa Clara |  San Mateo |  San Francisco |  Alameda |  Contra Costa |  Monterey |  Santa Cruz



Fire 
truck 
parade
Sisters Emily 
and Sarah 
Pistorino of 
Menlo Park peek 
inside a fire 
engine that was 
part of a 
20-truck caravan 
traveling to 
fire stations 
up and down 
the Peninsula. 
The girls, and 
their mother, 
Carol Pistorino, 
right, visited 
the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection 
District headquarters on Middlefield Road on August 31 to see the fire engines when they stopped for 
a few minutes at the station. Also shown is Monika Perez of Palo Alto, holding grandson John Browning. 
The caravan was a fundraiser for the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation.

custom jewelers

Local Builders – Local Pride !
Living and Building in the Palo Alto

area for more than 20 years

General Contractors
License #730954

650-494-2400        www.BandBBuilders.com

• Remodels

• Additions

• New Construction

• Kitchens and 
bathrooms

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
photo@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com
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Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
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free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
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without permission is strictly prohibited.
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On the cover
A year ago, Hurricane Katrina demolished the 
drawbridge between Ocean Springs and Biloxi 
along Mississippi’s Gulf Coast, where Portola 
Valley resident and planning consultant Linda 
Weil subsequently spent nine months helping 
stricken communities reorganize and deal with 
the hurricane’s sweeping devastation. Photo 
courtesy of Linda Weil. Story begins on Page 12.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■ New group in uproar over excavation fee, 
seeks recall of councilwoman; town suspends 
fee pending legal review. Page 5
■ City attorney won’t disclose report on building 
department investigation. Page 15

Menlo Park
■ Debate over privatizing child care may be over; 
sole private child care operator withdraws bid. 
Page 5
■ Council OKs Derry condo-commercial project. 
Page 8

Portola Valley
■ Sheldon Breiner, man of many talents, will be 
honored by Portola Valley at “Blues & Barbeque” 
event. Page 7

Community
■ Family Bike Ride honors teacher Michelle 
Mazzei. Page 9

People
■ Tasting the real Old West: Willard Wyman 
talks about his novel at Kepler’s. Page 17

Sports
■ Le Tour de Menlo rolls out September 24. 
Page 9
■ M-A High seeks football rebound. Page 20

Viewpoint
■ Editorial: Atherton stonewalls on releasing 
report on building department investigation. 
Page 22
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WHITE CASTLE MICROWAVE CHEESEBURGERS
6 count $3.29
OSCAR MEYER FUN PACK LUNCHABLES
11 oz. $1.99
7UP-A&W ROOT BEER-SUNKIST ORANGE
12 oz. 6-pack cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value $2.29
BEE MAID HONEY
16 oz.   $3.29
WOLFGANG PUCK CHICKEN WILD RICE SOUP
14 oz. – Also Minestrone – Tomato Basil $1.89
ARM & HAMMER LIQUID LAUNDRY DETERGENT      
100 oz. $4.99

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates:  Sept. 6, 7, 8, 9
www.robertsmarket.com

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

NOW at Roberts 

S USHI
Made Fresh Daily

VEAL STEW $4.98lb.

VEAL SCALOPPINI $18.98lb.
Fulton Valley

BONELESS CHICKEN BREASTS $4.98lb.
Fulton Valley

BONELESS SKINLESS CHICKEN BREASTS $5.98lb.

The Refreshing White Grape
 Wines produced from the Sauvignon Blanc grape are quite refreshing and lend them-
selves to being drunk while young. This grape produces aromatic wines with grassy under-
tones and bracing acidity. In the Bordeaux region of France, the Sauvignon Blanc grape is 
blended with the Semillon grape to produce wines of exceeding character, as evidenced by 
Chateau Haut-Brion. The sweet Sauternes of Chateau d’Yquem are another good example. 
The flinty wines of Sancerre and the Loire also are to be recommended as are the smokier 
wines of Pouilly Fume. In this country, wines that go by the name Fume Blanc are, in fact, 
made of Sauvignon Blanc aged in oak barrels to soften their grassy edge.

 Chardonnay and other white wines can have great character. A world of great wines awaits you 
here. Let us assist you in your choice of the best wine to complement your favorite 
menu and to ensure you get the best value. Of course, count on us for the 
finest and freshest meats, poultry, seafood, produce, breads, and just 
about everything you need for that special meal. You’ll even find a 
great selection of fresh cut flowers to grace your table.

Hint:   New Zealand’s cool climate has helped it produce 
examples of Sauvignon Blanc that are equal to 
the best of Sancerre and Pouilly Fume.

– Special Salads –

Special This Week from Roberts 

$899
lb.

� Green Bean Salad 
… with Lemon Olive Oil, Thyme, 

         Parsley & Feta …

� Spinach Salad 
 … with pears, dried cranberries, 

       glazed walnuts, Pt. Reyes Blue Cheese 
                dressed with lemon olive oil …

White Wine Sale

Large

HAAS AVOCADOS $1.29ea.

Washington

PEACHES $1.99lb.

Tender

BLUE LAKE BEANS $1.59lb.

Sweet

RED BELL PEPPERS $1.79lb.

MIKE – GROCERY

 $899
lb.

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Sale prices are net. No further discounts apply.

2005 Dreyer Sonoma Chardonnay     . . . . . . . . . Reg. $10.00   Sale -   $8.99

2005 Edna Valley Chardonnay, Paragon  . . . . . . Reg. $12.00   Sale -  $9.99

2005 Honig Sauvignon Blanc, Napa Valley   . . . . . . Reg. $13.50   Sale -  $11.99

2004 Deloach Chardonnay, Russian River Valley    . Reg. $14.00   Sale -  $10.99

2005 Giesen Sauvignon Blanc, New Zealand  . . . Reg. $11.00   Sale -  $8.99

2005 Ferrari-Carano Fumé Blanc, Sonoma  . . . . Reg. $14.50   Sale -  $12.99

2005 Thomas Mollet Sancerre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $18.00   Sale -  $14.99
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New group in uproar over excavation fee
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

The Atherton Building 
Department’s supporters 
are not happy. A group of 

residents and contractors is tak-
ing aim at Atherton officials over 
the town’s excavation fee and 
their handling of the embattled 
building department, and the first 
target is City Council member 

Kathy McKeithen.
 Ms. McKeithen lobbied for the 
town’s scrutiny of its building 
department, which is facing a 
major overhaul following probes 
of its practices and employees. 
City Council members have pub-
licly decried the department’s 
poor record keeping, sloppy prac-
tices and failure to collect almost 
$135,000 in excavation fees.
 Calling themselves Atherton 

Residents for Responsible Gov-
ernance, group members have 
accused the town of unfair treat-
ment of building department 
staff, and are calling Atherton’s 
year-old excavation surcharge 
an illegal tax on construction. 
 Atherton officials are not cur-
rently collecting excavation fees, 

pending a legal review. 
 About 60 people attended an 
August 31 meeting at the Atherton 
home of Jillian Manus-Salzman to 
air their concerns and announce a 
campaign to recall Ms. McKeithen 
from the City Council.
 Ms. McKeithen told the Alma-
nac that she thought the recall 
effort was a scare tactic, and that 
she did not think it would be suc-
cessful.
 “I’ve no idea on what basis 
they claim to recall me,” she said. 
“What is unfair about trying to 

make a better system for every-
one?”
 People at the meeting alternately 
praised building department staff 
and complained about what they 
see as an erosion in its level of ser-
vice since the departure of former 
building official Mike Hood, who 
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Sole private child care operator withdraws bid

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

The sole private child care pro-
vider being considered to oper-
ate Menlo Park’s Burgess child 

care programs has withdrawn her bid 
to do so, making it likely that the city 
will continue to run the programs.
 Vineeta Bhanderi, administrator and 
president of Pacifica-based Building Kidz, 
said she withdrew due to public opposition 
to privatizing the city’s programs.

 A divided City Council last spring vot-
ed to explore privatizing the programs, 
which are operated out of the newly 
remodeled Menlo Children’s Center. 
Although a request for proposals was 
sent out to 29 potential providers, Ms. 
Bhanderi was the only private operator to 
submit a serious bid. The only other seri-
ous bid was from the city staff members 
who operate the existing programs.
 Ms. Bhanderi notified the city of her 
decision in an August 30 e-mail to Assis-

tant City Manager Audrey Seymour.
 “I like to take challenges in life, but I 
believe I am not prepared or have the 
means to deal with major transition 
issues with parents, staff and the commu-
nity, specially when all three entities seem 
totally against it,” Ms. Bhanderi wrote.
 Ms. Bhanderi could not be reached 
for comment before the Almanac’s 
deadline, on Friday, September 1.
 “We’re very happy,” said Adela Velas-
quez, program coordinator for the Burgess 
programs, of staff’s reaction to the news. 
“We hope the city keeps the programs.”
 “I’m cautiously happy,” said parent 
Lara Hoyem. “I’m still left with a little 

uncertainty (about) what the council 
will do next.”
 Representatives from city staff and 
Building Kidz were scheduled to be 
interviewed by the Child Care RFP 
Committee — a task force of parents, 
child care specialists and appointed 
officials — on September 6.
 The committee was expected to then 
recommend one or the other to the 
council, which was scheduled to make 
a final decision October 3.
 Unless a council member decides to 
reopen the privatization discussion, the 

■ Privatization debate put to rest unless a 
council member wants otherwise, says city staff.

See CHILD CARE, page 21

At the new Menlo Children’s 
Center in the Civic Center, 

preschoolers play with Lego 
pieces. From left, they are 

Lester Kielstein, Lia Gemmet- 
Young, Jonathan Vengosh, and 

Pierre Beau De Lomenie.

City attorney won’t disclose report 
on Atherton building department. 
Page 15Check AlmanacNews.com

for news updates

   ■ ATHERTON■ Residents seek recall of councilwoman; 
town suspends fee pending legal review.

See PROTEST, page 8

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi



6 ■ The Almanac ■ September 6, 2006

One of the Nation’s Best. Right in Your Backyard.

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford has again 
been named one of the best pediatric hospitals in the 
nation by U.S.News & World Report.

Ranked the #1 children’s hospital in California,  Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital is a world class hospital 
devoted entirely to the care of children and expectant 
mothers — all under one roof — right in your backyard. 

Learn more about Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at 
www.lpch.org



For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me 
at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111,  Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free 
market analysis of your property..

Q: Do you think that the 
California Assembly’s passage of 
an agreement to cap greenhouse 
gas emissions will affect the home 
building industry?

A: The legislation just passed by 
the California Assembly should spur 
incentives to greener technologies in 
many different parts of the economy.  
Home building will no doubt be just 
one of the industries that will be 
affected.  Whenever a government 
writes new regulations that mean a 
change from the status quo, new and 
innovative technologies are often cre-
ated to comply with the new rules.  
Mandates create a sure market and 
this is what is needed to spur devel-

opment of new products.
The move by the Assembly to curb 

greenhouse gases is about air quality.  
But a significant part of improving 
air quality will be to improve solar 
technology, which has not changed 
much in the past few decades.  Solar 
energy could become an efficient, cost-
effective means of heating and cooling 
homes and commercial buildings if 
it is better and more widely available.  
Use of this passive energy could go 
a long way towards reducing green-
house gas emissions.

It isn’t known at this time how many 
other benefits will follow this legisla-
tion but there could be many.  It will be 
interesting to see what changes occur.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

The Move to Greener Housing

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Geophysicist, explorer, entrepreneur, archae-
ologist, marathon runner, open space 
advocate, photographer — Sheldon Brein-

er has made his mark in each of these roles.
 But it’s for his contributions to preservation of 
open space and geologic safety that Portola Valley 
will be honoring Mr. Breiner at its annual “Blues 
& Barbeque” celebration at 6 p.m. Sunday, Sep-
tember 10, at Town Center.
 Since Sheldon and Mimi Breiner and their two 
children moved to Portola Valley the year the town 
incorporated in 1964, he has been a passionate sup-
porter of its trails and open spaces. He says he has 
run every trail in town and some that aren’t trails.
 “I love exploring,” he says, chuckling about leav-
ing trails and heading out cross-country. “I don’t 
have many friends that like to run with me.” 
 Mr. Breiner was also one of the founders of the 
Peninsula Open Space Trust, and served on its 
original board. “Our first big gift was Windy 
Hill,” he says.
 Mr. Breiner, a geophysicist who lives 300 
feet from a trace of the fault in Portola Valley 
Ranch, has chaired the town’s Geologic Safety 
Committee during the recent study of details of 
the San Andreas Fault. 
 “Shelly’s the go-to guy on geotechnical 
issues, and we’re in a rift valley,” says Council-
man Ted Driscoll. 
 The Breiners have braced their house to 
withstand an earthquake, and installed a seis-
mograph in their basement.
 Mayor Steve Toben notes, “He’s a force of 
nature himself.” 

Exploring
 “I have always loved the outdoors,” Mr. 
Breiner reflects. “Exploring has been a lifelong 
interest. I like challenges, puzzles, mysteries.”
 Mr. Breiner’s love of exploring has taken him 
into deep science, from earthquake prediction 
to searching for minerals, lost submarines, and 
archaeological remains. He says he has visited 
more than 100 countries.
 His love of challenge has spurred him into 
high-tech entrepreneurship. He founded his 
first company, Geometrics, in 1969. All told, 
he has started about five companies — “Two 
didn’t work” — and now he’s on the board of 
four companies, and principal of New Ventures 
West, an incubator for high-tech companies.

Magnetic pioneer
 Shelly Breiner learned hard work early, helping 
his immigrant parents run a bakery in St. Louis. He 
did everything from decorating bar mitzvah cakes 
to delivering bread on his way to school.
 At Stanford on scholarship, he took up geophys-
ics. “Geophysics is a field for people who love the 
outdoors,” Mr. Breiner says. “I like discovering 
hidden signals and physical objects.”
 Mr. Breiner’s master’s thesis launched him on a 
career using magnetism as a tool. He soon got a job 
with Varian to find uses for its new ultra-sensitive 
magnetometer, which detects minute changes in 
the earth’s magnetic field.
 From three trailers on the Webb Ranch, Mr. 
Breiner developed techniques to analyze structures 
deep underground by measuring changes in mag-
netic field due to the mineral magnetite in some 
rocks. Jasper Ridge has a major magnetic anomaly 
under it; so does SLAC, he says.

 Soon Mr. Breiner became Mr. Find-it for the 
military, government agents, and mineral compa-
nies. He surveyed for — and discovered — oil in 
Iran and uranium in Australia. He’s found sunken 
ships, tunnels in Vietnam, skiers buried by ava-
lanches, and native American villages.
 Mr. Breiner’s doctoral thesis convinced him that 
magnetism may allow prediction of earthquakes. 
He set up arrays of detectors between San Francisco 
and Hollister to measure magnetic signals emitted 
when softened rock deep underground deforms as 
the Pacific plate moves relentlessly northwest at 2 
inches a year along the San Andreas Fault.

Indiana Jones
 Most exciting have been Mr. Breiner’s forays into 
archaeology. These have led to discovery of the 
ancient Greek city of Sybaris in Italy; a hundred 
massive Olmec heads in southern Mexico; and 
remains of a Spanish galleon that ran aground on 
the west coast of Mexico 430 years ago.
 Mr. Breiner used his magnetometers to detect 
the remains of the Greek city famed for deca-
dence and luxury, which has given us the words 
sybarite and sybaritic.
 It was his expeditions to southern Mexico to 
expose ruins of the area’s oldest civilization that 
earned Mr. Breiner the unofficial title of the Indi-
ana Jones of Geophysics.
 The magnetometers were very effective at detect-
ing the basaltic rock of the giant Olmec heads. Over 
three seasons, the team made 50,000 measure-
ments and found over 100 giant heads and other 
objects — including the were-jaguar that anchors 
the Olmec exhibit in the Anthropology Museum 
in Mexico City.
 In recent years, Mr. Breiner has been collecting 
fragments of Ming China, terracotta and beeswax 
from a Spanish galleon, and looking for remains of 
the ship itself.
 Mr. Breiner never seems to run out of energy and 
ideas. Now he’s working on a novel, and is prepar-
ing a paper on why airplanes may disappear in the 
Bermuda Triangle. 
 For information, check breiner.com/sheldon. A

PEOPLE

Breiner: man of many talents
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COMMERCIAL ZONING
ORDINANCE UPDATE

(CZOU)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 - 1:00 P.M.
RECREATION CENTER FIRESIDE ROOM

800 ALMA STREET, MENLO PARK

CZOU is a comprehensive update of the 
commercial use categories and regulations 
in the Zoning Ordinance. The overall goal

is to create a clear and user-friendly 
document that aligns the City's fiscal, 

community, service, and land use goals.

This project does not include changes to
any development regulations (such as floor 
area, setbacks, or height).  However, the 
proposed revisions will affect commercial 
development in the City.  Please join this 
meeting of the CZOU Working Group to 
learn more about the project and share 

your views.
For more information, please visit the project page:
http://www.menlopark.org/projects/comdev_cs.htm

Sheldon Breiner will be honored by 
Portola Valley at ‘Blues & Barbeque’

Portola Valley’s “Blues & Barbeque” event will be 
held Sunday, September 10, from 2:30 to 7 p.m. 
at Town Center, 765 Portola Road. There will be 
activities for kids, music, line dance lessons, dinner 
and an auction. For prices and other information, 
call 851-1700, ext. 58. Also, you can go to Almanac-
News.com, look for the August 30 issue, and under 
Arts & Entertainment, click on Sheldon Breiner. 

   ■ INFORMATION

Sheldon 
Breiner

of Portola 
Valley with 

a 3,000-
year-old 

Olmec 
head he 

found 
in the 

jungles of 
southern 
Mexico.
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N E W S

Menlo Park OKs Derry condo-commercial project
■ Council approves 
135 condos, 22,525 
square feet of 
commercial space 
near El Camino Real.
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Aproposal for 135 for-
sale condominiums and 
22,525 square feet of 

commercial space for office and 
retail use between El Camino 
Real and the Menlo Park train 
station was approved 4-1 by the 
City Council on August 29.
 Eight three- and four-story 
structures are planned for a 
3.5-acre site near the intersec-
tion of Oak Grove Avenue and 
El Camino Real.
 The Derry family, which owns 
the site, has partnered with 
the Foster City-based O’Brien 
Group in the project, which has 
been in the making for about 
three years.
 Mayor Nicholas Jellins labeled 
final approval of the project “a 
great moment for the city of 
Menlo Park,” noting that the 
project should be considered one 
of many steps taken to update 
and improve El Camino Real.
 Councilman Andy Cohen 
opposed the proposal, arguing 
the project doesn’t earmark 
sufficient space for retail uses, 
which would garner the city 

much-needed sales tax revenue. 
He also said the project would 
create significant traffic delays.
 Retail is expected to occupy 
the first f loor of the project 
— about 10,200 square feet 
— and the remaining commer-
cial space is expected to house 
offices, according to city staff.
 The project includes 341 at-
grade and underground parking 
spaces.
 The one- and two-bedroom 
condominiums range from 900 
square feet to 1,300 square feet, 
and would sell for an estimated 
$650,000 to $850,000, “in today’s 
market,” said Jim Pollart, vice 
president of land acquisitions and 
planning for the O’Brien Group.
 Twenty-one of the condomini-
ums will be below-market-rate 
units.
 The city will collect an esti-
mated $5.7 million in fees asso-
ciated with the project, includ-
ing a $4.3 million “in-lieu” fee 
for its lack of a park.
 Once finished, the project is 
expected to provide the city an 
estimated $130,000 a year in 
property and sales tax, Mr. Pollart 
said.
 The O’Brien Group and the 
Derry family are also providing 

funds to the city to construct 
a lighted crosswalk across Oak 
Grove Avenue.
 The project is the second 
major development approved 
for the El Camino Real corridor 
in the past three weeks: A pro-
posal by John Beltramo to build 
a 26,800-square-foot commer-
cial building and 16 two-story 
townhouses near the intersec-
tion of Valparaiso Avenue and 
El Camino Real was approved 
by the council August 9.

Higher density
 In approving the project, the 
city amended the general plan, 
and changed the zoning of the 
site to allow about 39 residences 
per acre — more than twice 
what is intended for the site in 

the city’s general plan.
 Six residents spoke against the 
project, arguing that because the 
council is considering proposals 
and amending the general plan 
on a “piecemeal basis,” the city is 
failing to acknowledge the com-
prehensive effects — impacts 
on schools, traffic and infra-
structure — that may result 
from high-density housing on 
El Camino Real.
 “The potential [in the Derry 
project] is there, but it needs to 
fit the zoning,” said Elias Blowie. 
“We’re just changing the rules.”
 “El Camino Real can’t support 
this kind of development, and the 
schools can’t support this kind of 
development,” said Chuck Bern-
stein. “There’s no benefit at all.”
 Council members Kelly Fer-

gusson and Andy Cohen sec-
onded many of the speakers’ 
concerns, but Ms. Fergusson still 
voted in favor of the project.
 “I’m going to support this proj-
ect because it is beautiful, but I 
think we’ve sold out,” she said.

Foster’s Freeze
 Existing businesses on the 
site will be demolished to make 
way for the project, including 
Foster’s Freeze, a local landmark 
and favorite ice cream and ham-
burger stop.
 Mr. Pollart said the O’Brien 
Group and the Derry family are 
working with the owner to help 
the shop relocate to a new Menlo 
Park site.
 Brady Gallagher, 13, of Menlo 
Park, said he and his brother, 
Nicky, 12, gathered about 800 
signatures on a petition to save 
Foster’s Freeze.
 “We’ve shown the O’Brien 
Group how much Foster’s means 
to the community,” Brady said 
at the council meeting. “We 
weren’t able to save the building 
... but that’s better than not hav-
ing any Foster’s at all.”
 Foster’s Freeze opened in 1949, 
according to records checked 
by Frank Helfrich of the Menlo 
Park Historical Association.
 Mr. Cohen said that because 
the developers aren’t required to 
relocate Foster’s Freeze, the store 
may “never show up on a [Menlo 
Park] property again.” A

retired unexpectedly on June 30.
 “We do a lot of work in town,” 
said Jim Chesler of Menlo Park-
based Chesler Construction. 
“I’m here because I’m really 
upset with the way the town 
decimated what was probably 
the best building department 
I’ve worked with in 20 years.”
 Several people said Mr. Hood 
set the tone of the building 
department’s accessible and 
customer-friendly philosophy, 
and they hoped it would con-
tinue under his successor.
 Atherton Mayor Charles Mar-
sala, who attended the meeting, 
asked for specific examples about 
delays in service by the building 
department. City Manager Jim 
Robinson later told the Almanac 
there have been no delays, with 
inspections occurring within 24 
to 48 hours and plan checking 
continuing to have a four- to six-
week turnaround time.

Excavation fee
 Atherton’s excavation fee, a 

surcharge of $22 per cubic yard 
of off-haul meant to compen-
sate the town for damage to the 
roads caused by dirt-laden trucks, 
went into effect in May 2005. An 
internal audit found the building 
department failed to charge about 
$134,000 in excavation fees when 
the surcharge first took effect, 
although duplicitous developers 
were blamed in several of the 
cases.
 “The off-haul (fee), I’m con-
vinced, is illegal,” said Carol 
Flaherty, an Atherton resident.
 She said she is facing more than 
$50,000 in excavation fees for a 
retaining wall, and a neighbor was 
being charged nearly $100,000.
 City Manager Robinson told 
the Almanac that until a legal 
review is completed, builders 
are being offered “standstill 
agreements” so that projects can 
go ahead without off-haul fee 
payment. The standstill agree-
ment preserves the town’s right 
to collect the fee later.
 The legal review should be 
completed soon, and it will be dis-
cussed at the council’s September 
20 meeting, said Mayor Marsala. 

He said he couldn’t comment on 
whether the town would refund 
fees if the excavation charges were 
found to be illegal.

Department staff
 Lois English, the department’s 
permit technician, said she was 
one of the targets of the person-
nel investigation, and told the 
group she was removed from her 
job on August 22.
 “I was told a week ago that I 
no longer work in the building 
department,” she said, adding that 
her new duties are to sell stamps at 
the town’s post office counter and 
to “read the newspaper.”
 “I’m not allowed to handle 
mail or the computer, or any-
thing,” she said. “The person 
who was selling stamps is now 
doing my job.”
 Ms. English made public the 
letter of reprimand she got as a 
result of the personnel investi-
gation, and said that none of its 
allegations is true.
 The reprimand from City 
Manager Robinson, dated 
August 1, listed four types of 
violations of Atherton’s code of 

conduct and procedures: under-
mining the excavation user fee; 
selectively cooperating with 
staff members and contractors; 
rude and discourteous conduct; 
and accepting gifts.
 “I’ve done nothing,” Ms. Eng-
lish said. “I’ve served the town, 
and I love this town.”
 Mr. Robinson said he could not 
comment on the reprimand, and 
added that Ms. English’s transfer 
was not a demotion but an orga-
nizational change. He said she 
now works in the city manager’s 
office at the same salary and job 
classification, and that she does 
have access to e-mail.

Vendetta claimed
 Several people at the Ather-
ton Residents for Responsible 
Governance meeting said they 
believe the shakeup in the build-
ing department was the result of 
a vendetta harbored by Council-
woman McKeithen.
 “She doesn’t like the build-
ing department,” said Atherton 
resident Skip Law.
 Mr. Law and his wife Linda 
are developers whose proposal 
to build condominium housing 
for seniors and a new City Hall 
near the Atherton’s train station 

was rejected by the council in 
January.
 Ms. Manus-Salzman, a lit-
erary agent, said she is not a 
builder, but was so incensed by 
what was going on in town that 
she was spurred into action.
 “I feel this woman (Ms. McK-
eithen) should resign,” Ms. 
Manus-Salzman said. “I will ask 
personally for her resignation, 
and if not, will start a process of 
recall.”
 Contacted by phone after the 
meeting, Ms. McKeithen said, 
“I feel nothing personal about 
the building department. I’ve 
always felt, even before I was 
a council member, that things 
were being done improperly.”
 Ms. McKeithen said she was 
interested only in making sure 
that the building department 
operated under a fair and equi-
table system. She said she had no 
interest in going after building 
department staff, and pointed 
out that she has been vocal in 
her distress that the city hired 
a lawyer to conduct a personnel 
investigation, when she wanted 
an investigation of the depart-
ment’s practices.
 “It’s always been a factual, pro-
cedural issue for me,” she said. A

PROTEST
continued from page 5

Group in uproar over excavation fee

Courtesy Steinberg Architects 

The Derry project, which includes condos and commercial space, will 
replace existing businesses — including Foster’s Freeze — along Oak 
Grove Avenue and Derry Lane.

Check AlmanacNews.com
for news updates

   ■ MENLO PARK
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•  Classes Begin the Week of September 11  •  
•  Offering Arabic, French, Mandarin, Italian, and more  •  

•  Year-Long After-School Program for Children  •  
•  14-week Evening Session for Adults  •   

(650) 251-8519 • www.istp.org

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

To include your Church in
Inspirations  

Please call
 Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 239 

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Le Tour de Menlo rolls out Sept. 24
 If climbing hills on two wheels 
is your passion, then this year’s 
le Tour de Menlo on Sunday, 
September 24, is for you. With 
five climbs, adding up to 5,000 
feet, this half-century (50 miles) 
will challenge the best bike rid-
ers over an urban course that 
also has an alternate route with 
fewer climbs. 
 The ride will start at 7 a.m. at 
Menlo-Atherton High School 
in Atherton, moving north 
to Redwood City, San Carlos, 
Belmont and Hillsborough in a 
series of hills that will include 
two timed climbs, with the best 
finishers qualifying for King 
and Queen of the Mountain. 
Prizes will be awarded to the 
two top finishers in this con-
test. Results will be posted on 
the ride’s Web site.
 The ride will be fully sup-
ported, with a major rest stop at 
the halfway point in Belmont. 
Drinks and snacks will be 

available all morning, as well as 
SAG services. Route maps and 
instructions on how the climbs 
will be timed will be available 
at the start at Menlo-Atherton, 

555 Middlefield Road in Ather-
ton. 
 This year’s Tour will benefit 
the scholarship and community 
service programs of the Rotary 
Club of Menlo Park, cospon-
sor of the ride, along with the 
Almanac, the community news-
paper that serves Menlo Park, 
Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside.
 The ride’s $30 entry fee 
includes a T-shirt. The dead-
line for advanced entries is 
Friday, September 15, although 
late registration will be avail-
able for $35 on the day of the 
event. For a slightly higher fee, 
riders can register online at 
TourdeMenlo.com, or down-
load registration forms at the 
site and mail it directly to le 
Tour de Menlo, 3525 Alameda 
de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 
94025.
 Call Tom at 854-2626, ext. 
222, for more information.

Family Bike Ride honors Michelle Mazzei
By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

Oak Knoll School’s first 
Family Bike Ride takes 
off Sunday, September 

17, and honors Michelle Mazzei, 
fourth-grade teacher who lost 
her life in a bicycle-car accident 
last October.
 The bike ride is the culminat-
ing event in the Menlo Park K-5 
school’s Bike Safety Week (Sep-
tember 11-15), which includes 
safety assemblies, a bike rodeo, 
a parent education night, and 
the fitting students with bike 
helmets at school.
  Students and their families 
will return to school Friday 
evening, September 15, for the 
annual Fall Family Fiesta, a 
prelude to the ride. They may 
register for the ride at the fiesta 
and also pick up T-shirts and 
water bottles.
 Oak Knoll students, teachers 
and community members are 
invited to sign up for the ride, 
which starts at 8 a.m. Sunday, 
September 17, at Oak Knoll 
School, 1895 Oak Knoll Lane in 
Menlo Park. Participants may 
pick up a registration form at 
the school office.
 Riders will pedal along the 
oak-shaded residential streets 
and follow the 1.5-mile loop 
one to four times. The route 
is the same one used for Oak 
Knoll School’s annual Otter 
Run in June. A junior bike path 
for little children will be set 
up in the play area behind the 
classrooms.
 “We want to definitely encour-
age Michelle’s [students] to par-

ticipate and be in the first wave 
of riders,” said Karen Clancy, 
one of the teachers organizing 
the event. The teachers have 
sent personal letters to each of 
Ms. Mazzei’s former students 
during her nine years at Oak 
Knoll. She began her teaching 
career in the Menlo Park dis-
trict at Encinal School, a year 
earlier, in August 1995.
 “We also want to encourage 
families from the community 
who don’t have students at Oak 
Knoll to participate in the safe, 
car-free family ride,” said teach-
er Noelle Gonsalves, one of the 
organizers.
 A bike parking lot will be set 
up in front of the school, and no 
cars will be able to park in the 
school lot.
 After the ride, families can 

park their bikes in the front 
lot and walk over to the lower 
play yard for treats and kara-
oke, performed by Oak Knoll 
students.
 The registration fee of $20 for 
adults and $10 for children cov-
ers a T-shirt and water bottle. 
 All funds raised that are not 
used for the bike ride event will 
go to the Michelle Mazzei Fund 
for Environmental Education, 
established at the Palo Alto-
based nonprofit Environmental 
Volunteers. This fund has raised 
$18,000 for educational pro-
grams in Ms. Mazzei’s memory.
  For more information, check 
the school Web site: oak-
knollschool.org or contact Kar-
en Clancy at kclancy@mpscd.
org or Noelle Gonsalves at 
ngonsalves@mpcsd.org. A

Photo/Mazzei family

Michael Mazzei, an accomplished bicyclist and triathlete, will be 
honored at the Family Bike Ride on September 17. 
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SPECTACULAR

SAVINGS!

Family Owned &

Operated

Since 1960

WEGMAN’S ANNUAL
30% OFF SALE

Starts Friday, September 1st at 7:00 am through Sunday, September 10th

Plant Material 1-gallon and larger  Pottery
Statuary, Fountains and Garden Ornaments • Houseplants

Planter, Trellises, Hanging Baskets • Gift Ware
Roses and Fruit Trees • Holiday Decoration • Bonsai & Cactus

DELIVERY AVAILABLE - CALL FOR DETAILS
Sorry, the sale is limited to stock on hand and does not apply to bedding plants, bulbs, fertilizer, soils, 

chemicals, or garden supplies. (Also does not apply to special orders).

650.368.5908
492 Woodside Road • 1/4 Mile West of El Camino, Redwood City

Open Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sunday 8-5
www.WegmansNursery.com

Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

We offer 
Family haircuts, 

Hair colors, Perms, 
Wedding & Formal 

hair styles, Manicure 
& Pedicure, Facials, & 

Body treatments.
~ ~ ~

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

�

�

Call us today at 1.800.973.2044

www.savvyres.com

Local public schools do well by state’s testing standards
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

If the ability of students to 
score well on standardized 
tests is the measure of an 

education, local public high 
schools have made notable 
progress for a second straight 
year, and middle and elemen-
tary schools extended their 
long-running record of high 
performance. 
 The Department of Educa-
tion’s annual “academic perfor-
mance index” scores for the past 
school year came out Thursday, 
August 31, and showed every 
school in the Menlo Park, 
Woodside, Portola Valley and 
Las Lomitas school districts 
scoring well above the statewide 
target of 800 on a scale of 200 to 
1,000. 
 Woodside and Menlo-Ather-
ton high schools, each of which 

serve about 2,000 students 
from a broad ethnic and 
economic demographic, have 
yet to meet the target, but 
are within sight of it. Wood-
side scored 736, advancing 16 
points from last year, while M-
A rose to 757 with its advance 
of 29 points.
 Summit Preparatory (Char-
ter) High School in Redwood 
City scored 851, a drop from 
862. Summit enrolls about a 
quarter of its 375 students from 
the Almanac’s circulation area 
and echoes, on a smaller scale, 
the demographics at M-A and 
Woodside. 
 While the news is generally 
good by the state’s measure, two 
schools — M-A and Oak Knoll 
Elementary School in Menlo 
Park — did not meet federal 
standards of “adequate yearly 
progress” set by the No Child 

Left Behind Act of 2001. 
 Oak Knoll missed the test 
participation rate target with 
its special education students, 
while M-A did not meet the 
graduation rate criterion. A 
school must graduate at least 
82.9 percent of eligible stu-
dents, or raise the rate by at 
least 0.1 percentage point 
from the previous year or 0.2 
points over a two-year aver-
age. 
 A school or district either 
makes adequate progress or 
does not, based on meeting 
four targets: progress of at 
least one point in standardized 
test scores in English language 
arts and math, a minimum of 
95 percent of eligible children 
“participating” in the tests, 
a minimum percentage who 
make above-average scores 
— a number that rises about 

10 percentage points a year 
— and an acceptable percent-
age of students graduating. 
 M-A is in its fifth con-
secutive year of not meeting 
the No Child standard of 
adequate yearly progress. In 
2004-05, the school missed 
the target for above-average 
performance. Five students 
categorized as learning the 
English language needed an 
above-average score on the 
English test, while seven more 
needed better math scores. 

 Last fall, to avoid federal 
sanctions, the Sequoia Union 
High School District — which 
includes M-A and Woodside 
— debuted mandatory English 
and math remedial classes for 
students who perform poorly on 
state tests. 
 To see results for individual 
schools, go to the Department of 
Education Web site at cde.ca.
gov, click on the link for 
“Accountabi l ity Progress 
Reporting (APR),” and follow 
the links to “school reports.”  A

‘Conexions’ to hold open house Friday
 “Conexions” — the name of 
a new nonprofit organization 
made up of several groups for-
merly part of the Foundation 
for Global Community — will 
hold an open house at its new 
quarters Friday, September 8, 

from 5 to 8 p.m. at 1023 Cor-
poration Way, off Bayshore 
near San Antonio Road in Palo 
Alto.
 Among participants in Con-
exions are Valley of Heart’s 
Delight, Exploring a Sense 
of Place, and Walk through 
Time.
 Meanwhile, the Peninsula 
Open Space Trust will take over 
the foundation’s former site at 
221 High Street in Palo Alto.
 For information, call Execu-
tive Director Susan Stansbury 
at 938-9300, ext. 11, or go to 
conexions.org.

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specifi c discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $399
•  Living Trusts $399/$499
•  Incorporations/LLC $399
• Probate (FREE Quote)
•          QDRO, Buy/Sell 
   Agreements 
• And much more!Kyle & Koko
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Visit hp.com/go/hpallinone. Call 1-800-HP-PHOTO. Visit Best Buy™, Circuit City, CompUSA, Office Depot or Staples.

FOR SCHOOL. FOR HOME. FOR $99.*
HP ALL-IN-ONE PRINTERS.

School is competitive. Give your kids an edge with an HP All-in-One printer. They print, copy and scan. 
And with HP Vivera Inks, you can also create lab-quality photos for as little as 24¢ a page with some printers.† 
All from HP, PC Magazine’s Readers’ Choice for Service and Reliability for 14 straight years. Brilliantly Simple.

*Estimated retail price. Prices may vary. †Based on estimated retail price of HP 95 series 200-sheet 4x6 Photo Value Pack, three-ink printing. Actual cost may vary 
based on printer used, images printed and other factors. **Speed comparisons in default and fastest modes, when printing from a computer, based upon HP internal 
testing of comparable consumer photo printing products available as of April 2005. ©2006 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P. Simulated images.

BEGINNER
HP Photosmart C3180.
Print, copy and scan up to 
20 color pages a minute 
using this compact photo 
All-in-One.**
$99.99* 

INTERMEDIATE
HP Photosmart C4180. 
Does everything the C3180 
does, plus prints up to 24 
color pages a minute while 
viewing and editing on a 
2.4-inch display.**
$149.99* 

ADVANCED
HP Photosmart 3210.
From photos to homework. 
Print, copy  and scan. It’s the 
world’s fastest All-in-One.** 

$299.99* 



   ZEROground
A Portola 
Valley woman 
is helping rebuild — from scratch — Gulf 
Coast communities wiped out by Katrina
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when disaster strikes and 
creates multitudes of peo-
ple in need, many of us 
respond with charitable 
donations, while others 

gather up useful items to send. A few put 
their home lives on hold and head out to 
offer, in person, what help they can. 
 It’s been that kind of year — the kind 
where you put your home life on hold — for 
Portola Valley resident Linda Weil. Between 
November and the first days of August, she 
was on the ground on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast in the wake of the 
destructive fury of Hurricane 
Katrina.
 Working as a paid con-
sultant, she focused on doing what she 
knows how to do best: helping people, 
through their local governments, make 
decisions about the future of their com-
munities.
 It’s work still very much in prog-
ress, given the level of devastation that 
occurred a year ago. 
 The eye of the storm, packing 130-mph 
winds, missed New Orleans and came 
ashore August 29 in Hancock County, Mis-
sissippi. A surge of sea water estimated at 25 
to 30 feet high charged through the seaside 
cities of Bay St. Louis and Waveland, leaving 
a high-water mark several miles inland. 
 Homes, businesses and buildings were 

wiped away as if they’d never been there, 
Ms. Weil said, leaving neighborhoods of 
empty concrete slabs, nameless streets and 
trees denuded of leaves and re-foliated with 
debris.
 A year later, many of those neighbor-
hoods have changed only in that the debris 
is gone and the boats that survived are 
back in the water, she said. The commu-
nities, including their officials and deci-
sion makers, have been staggered by the 
cumulative loss of property- and sales-tax 
bases and damage to sewers, water lines, 

public buildings and other 
infrastructure. 
 Ranking priorities has 
been everything, said Ms. 

Weil, whose background is in public 
administration. Which utility should be 
repaired first? Where are residents without 
homes going to live? In light of new flood-
zone maps, should they move or rebuild? 
How do you jump-start the local economy? 
Which state and federal agencies have 
money to give? And how does one get it? 
 Coming up with answers for such ques-
tions after a natural disaster is a bit new for 
Ms. Weil, but is in keeping with a 20-year 
career of steering communities through 
controversial and difficult projects involv-
ing public and private interests. 
 (One such project is now under way 
in Portola Valley. During the spring of 

2004, Ms. Weil coordinated a series of 
community meetings meant to engage 
a divided public in shaping a new Town 
Center complex.) 
 She recently logged her ninth month 
in Mississippi, including six months in 
Hancock County on a subcontract to 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, where her assignments were 
to assess community needs after the 
storm and help develop a long-term 
recovery plan. 
 More recently, she worked with the 
nonprofit Living Cities to help the city 
of Biloxi develop a balanced rebuilding 
strategy amid the competing interests of 
hard-hit residents — Katrina destroyed 
or damaged 80 percent of Biloxi’s hous-
ing — and the gambling industry, an 
important and growing element of the 
local economy. 
 The Almanac caught up with Ms. Weil 
in early July during a break at home in 
Portola Valley. 

Ready and willing
 Ms. Weil went to Mississippi in 
November in response to an offer from 
FEMA via her employer, San Francisco-
based CirclePoint Consulting, to be an 
agency liaison for the damaged commu-
nities in Hancock County at her current 
salary and benefits. The catch: She had 
to be there in 48 hours and stay for at 
least 90 days. 
 In accepting the job, she had to quickly 
find colleagues to take over her current 

assignments and wrap up her life at 
home, including finding someone to care 
for her dog. Leaving on short notice “is 
a pretty tall order when you think about 
working (there) full time,” she said. 
 Ms. Weil’s background includes six 

BY DAVID BOYCE, Almanac Staff Writer

Community planning consultant Linda Weil, on a break in her Portola Valley home, reviews a DVD cat
Mississippi. Below: The eye of Hurricane Katrina passed east of New Orleans and slammed ashore
a storm surge wave 25 feet to 30 feet high. 

Courtesy of Sun Herald newspaper 

Hurricane Katrina wiped away the City Hall of Waveland, Mississippi, leaving a flag 
pole, front stairs and a denuded tree as evidence of what once was. In the aftermath, city 
officials made do with a tent. 
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years as an independent planning con-
sultant in Wyoming, where she helped 
build community and legislative sup-
port for several large projects, including 
a 160-mile scenic highway and a 30-acre 
redevelopment project.

 In the Bay Area, besides Portola Valley’s 
Town Center, she’s done community 
outreach involving desalinization plants, 
reservoir expansion, and redevelopment 
of the Oakland waterfront.
 Ms. Weil, 50, has a master’s degree in 

public administration from the Uni-
versity of Southern California, and is 
trained in mediation. She served as a 
planning commissioner in Wyoming’s 
Teton County in 2001. 

A fine mess
 She recalled her arrival in southern 
Mississippi in a rental car. Nails littered 
the roads, traffic lights were out and 
debris festooned every tree, she said. 
 “It was as if someone went to a landfill, 
had picked up every-
thing ... and strewn 
it over 70 miles of 
Mississippi coast, par-
ticularly in Hancock 
County,” she said. “I 
will never forget, that 
at about month seven 
(February), I saw a 
boat on the water. It’s 
so nice to see a boat on the water and not on 
land. ... It’s nice to see signs of normalcy.”
 New Orleans got most of the press 
coverage, she said. “People don’t realize 
that Mississippi was hit very hard and 
that Hancock County, in particular, is 
drowning in the disaster,” she said. “They 
are financially drowning.” 
 Her assessment resonated with that of 
Ryan LaFontaine, a beat reporter who 
covers Hancock County for the Sun 
Herald newspaper. He spoke with the 
Almanac in late July. 
 “More than half of the tax income in 
Hancock County was destroyed,” he said. 
The county is expected to be short $2 mil-
lion for the 2005-06 budget year and $15 
million for 2006-07, he said. 

 On a scale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the 
worst, Mr. LaFontaine called the disaster a 
10. “It’s still 10,” he added. “The same houses 
are gone, the same amount of trees are gone, 
the same buildings are gone. A whole section 
of businesses and restaurants are gone.”
 For blocks and blocks in the seaside city 
of Waveland, where Mr. LaFontaine lives, 
“there are no sheds, no houses, no any-
thing,” he said. “Just concrete driveways and 
slabs where houses used to be. Just streets.” 
     Sewer and water lines remain 

unrepaired or tem-
porary; some public 
employees, including 
police and firefight-
ers, have sought work 
elsewhere; and some 
public buildings and 
their records are just 
gone, Mr. LaFontaine 
said. In Waveland, 

only a staircase remains of the two-story 
Town Hall. 
 Grocery stores have not reopened, he said. 
A 24-hour WalMart, always crowded, is the 
only option for miles. The community is 
exquisitely attuned to the opening of a new 
restaurant, he said. 

Talking it through
 In representing FEMA’s Long Term Com-
munity Recovery program, Ms. Weil was a 
guide in understanding federal assistance 
options for overwhelmed elected officials 
and community decision makers. 
 “It was very frenetic, the first couple of 
months,” she said. “I was shocked at how 
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taloging the destruction wrought by Hurricane Katrina in Gulf Coast towns in 
e at Waveland and Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, with winds of 130 mph and pushing 

G u l f o f M e x i c o

M i s s i s s i p p i
S o u n d

Waveland
Bay St. Louis

Biloxi
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20 mi.
20 km.

WAKE-UP CALL FOR 
EARTHQUAKE COUNTRY

portola Valley resident and 
community planning 
veteran Linda Weil spent 

some nine months working 
along the Gulf Coast of Missis-
sippi after Hurricane Katrina 
wreaked havoc in the commu-
nities there. 
 Katrina’s vast impact in Han-
cock County, with a population 
of 42,000 over 477 square miles, 
has her thinking about the 
consequences of a major earth-
quake in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, home to some 5.8 million 
people over 3,800 square miles. 
 “I am very anxious to see 
what the big quake is going to 
look like because we have  so 
many people here,” she said. 

“It’s going to be such a mess. It 
really frightens me.” 
 In Mississippi, people are 
being forced to rethink where 
they live, whether they should 
rebuild, and what the level of 
danger is, given the new f lood 
maps produced by the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency.
 “Many local people think 
such steps are an extreme 
response, but scientists agree 
with FEMA’s new maps,” she 
said. “The insurance industry is 
sending a very strong message. 
The cost of insurance is going 
to be very high.” 

               — David Boyce 

See HURRICANE KATRINA, next page

‘It was as if someone went to a 
landfill, had picked up everything 

... and strewn it over 70 miles 
of Mississippi coast.’

LINDA WEIL

The Almanac/Gail Thoreson
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many people were still in tents and 
didn’t have emergency housing. 
(It) went on for months, and it 
was hard to believe. ... Logistics in 
this kind of situation (are) hugely 
important.”
 How to provide her guidance? 
Writing, whether by e-mail or in a 
report, was “ridiculous” given the 
time pressures, she said. She relied 
on talking. 
 She said she spent most of her 
days in meetings, and they ran the 
gamut. The head of a chamber of 
commerce wanted advice on find-
ing funding to restart small busi-
nesses; recovery efforts were being 
duplicated, so she formed a group 
with the mission of avoiding that; 
city councils and the county Board 
of Supervisors needed advice on 
FEMA procedures; officials turned 
to her to explain new FEMA flood 
maps showing where it was OK to 
rebuild and where it was not. 
 “We were constantly in con-
versations having to do with 
infrastructure, housing, public 
services,” she said. 
 “There is a real challenge with-
in FEMA in that their programs 
that are helpful ... each of those 
programs is implemented in a 
stove-pipe way,” she said. People 
working in one FEMA program, 
perhaps fearful of being misin-
formed, won’t talk about another 
FEMA program, she said. 
 “There are not enough people 

looking at the big picture and 
creating an atmosphere of coop-
eration,” she said. “Everything is 
well-intentioned, but it turns into 
dysfunction at a certain point. I 
believe that, not everyone, but a 
lot of (FEMA) people suffer from 
that culture, that lack of coopera-
tion and the desire to have com-
plete control over their turf.” 

Finding traction
 Federal money is available to 
help rebuild, Ms. Weil said, but 
it’s often delayed and, with the 
damage to the tax-base, local 
governments are hamstrung by 
their lack of matching funds — 
sometimes as little as 10 percent 
— to qualify for federal money. 
 “To have some financial stabil-
ity for the next 12 to 14 months 
would be huge,” she said. “It’s a 
chicken-and-egg thing. To build 
homes, you need infrastructure. 
You need water and power. There 
are limited jobs. You need a home 
to stay in while you’re working. ... 
This is so complicated. There 
are so many levels to it. You feel 
behind in every area. People want 
to rebuild. People want to repair. 
People want to come home.” 
 Such desires are now compli-
cated by new flood-zone maps, 
new construction guidelines for 
hurricane zones, and likely steep 
insurance rate increases, not to 
mention the prospect of mort-
gages for people who had been 
living in mortgage-free homes 
handed down over generations. 

 “These are people who have lost 
everything,” Ms. Weil said. “People 
don’t know whether (their) neigh-
borhood is going to come back. 
Are they going to be the only house 
there? ... They’re having to make 
big decisions when most people are 
still suffering from post-traumatic 
stress syndrome and they are liv-
ing in 18-foot travel trailers.” 
 About 37,400 Mississippi fami-
lies were still in trailers in July, not 
counting families that have relo-
cated to cruise ships, apartments 
and hotels, said Mr. LaFontaine, 
the Sun Herald reporter. 
 The U.S. Census Bureau lists 
the 2003 median income in Han-
cock County at $36,005 versus 
$43,318 nationally, with 15.7 per-
cent of families living below the 
poverty line versus 12.5 percent 
nationally. 
 Asked for her impression after 
eight months, Ms. Weil replied: 
“I find it tremendously rewarding 
and tremendously challenging, 
and so I’ve chosen to continue 
working down there at least for the 
next year.” 
 And her emotional state? “Every 
once in a while, I’d be driving to 
the emergency operations center 
and I’d just start crying,” she said. 
“The problems are so huge.”
 A December break back in Por-
tola Valley was difficult. “It’s like 
you have a terminally ill patient 
and it’s like you’ve left them,” she 
said. “You’re constantly thinking 
of them.”  A

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
deserved the Congres-

sional scrutiny it received after 
Hurricane Katrina, said Por-
tola Valley resident Linda Weil, 
who has spent many months 
working in communities along 
the storm-ravaged Gulf Coast 
of Mississippi. 
 The agency, at least as rep-
resented in Mississippi, has “a 
fear-based culture” in which 
people are “constantly afraid” 

of losing their jobs by straying 
beyond the narrow parameters 
of their job descriptions, she 
said. 
 “It inhibits coordination 
and communication, which is 
exactly what you don’t want to 
do,” she added. 
 “It was quite painful to hear 
people’s stories about senior citi-
zens who are on oxygen living 
in tents because of FEMA’s inef-
ficiency,” she said. Trailers were 
late in coming, and if they did 
arrive on time, they were often 
broken in some way, she said. 
 “Peoples’ lives were in the 

hands of this organization that 
was operating in a highly inef-
ficient way,” she said. “That was 
painful to see because it could 
be different. It doesn’t have to be 
that way. And it’s the only game 
in town. You are a victim of that 
organization.” 
 The experience reminded 
her of those she has had with 
emergency services in devel-
oping countries, she said.
 FEMA has huge potential, 
she said. “It’s filled with people 
who want to help with emer-
gencies, but the structure does 
not allow them to do it.”  A

How reliable are the feds in an emergency?

Courtesy of Sun Herald newspaper

Eight months after Hurricane Katrina, the Old Town section of Bay St. 
Louis, once swarming with bars and restaurants, was deserted. 

To assist Hancock County in 
recovering from Hurricane 
Katrina, call or send e-mail to: 
■ Tish Williams, Hancock Com-
munity Development Foundation, 
(228) 216-9048 or tish@han-
cockchamber.org. 
■ Jenell Tompkins, Hancock 
County Disaster Recovery 
Fund, (228) 861-2197 or jvt@
co.hancock.ms.us. 
■ Buz Olsen, Bay St. Louis Katrina 
Relief Fund, (228) 493-2329 or 
stofbaystlouis@bellsouth.net.
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AFITTING CONCLUSION
Eyeglass lenses correct for refractive errors such 

as nearsightedness by bending the incoming light. 
The more nearsighted a person is, the more the lenses 
must bend the light in order to compensate. In order 
to do so, lenses with stronger minus prescriptions 
must have thicker edges than milder prescriptions. 
This means added thickness and weight for lenses, 
which may border on the uncomfortable and 
unsightly. The good news is that high-index lenses 
are available that are made of advanced plastics that 

bend light more than conventional materials. The 
result is thinner, lighter lenses for people with strong 
prescriptions. Ask the eyecare professional to recom-
mend the best high-index options for your particular 
prescription.

Modern lenses come in a variety of materials and 
designs. High-index lenses are a good option for 
people who are nearsighted. At MENLO OPTICAL, we 
carry lightweight, scratch-resistant lenses and a wide 
selection of well-crafted frames. To select frames that 
enhance your facial features, first determine your face 
shape. The shape of your frames, the style of bridge, 
and how the frames sit on your face can all minimize 
some features while helping to enhance others. Call 
us at 322-3900, or bring your prescription to 1166 
University Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove Avenue 
and University Drive.

P.S.  An anti-reflective coating applied to 
high-index plastic lenses enables them to trans-
mit more available light to the eye, to help you 
see even better.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of 
Opticianry-and National Contact Lens Examiners 
Certified Optician licensed by the Medical Board of 
California. 

Presented by
Mark Schmidt
Licensed Optician

THINNER, LIGHTER LENSES
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City attorney won’t disclose report on building department
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Atherton’s city attorney is 
refusing to make public a 
report of an investigation 

into Atherton’s troubled build-
ing department.
 The Almanac on August 4 
filed a public records request for 
the report, which was written by 
outside attorney Lance Bayer, who 
also conducted the investigation.
 “Atherton residents need to 
know exactly what’s going on in 
the town’s building department, 

especially in light of recent rev-
elations about employee disci-
pline tied to the investigation,” 
said Almanac Managing Editor 
Richard Hine.
 Lois English, a building depart-
ment employee, announced 
publicly on August 31 that she 
was a target of the investiga-
tion and she received a written 
reprimand August 1 from City 

Manager Jim Robinson.
 Ms. English denied all allega-
tions in the reprimand, which 
included: accepting gifts; under-
mining the town’s surcharge on 
excavation work; rude and dis-
courteous conduct; and selec-
tively cooperating with staff 
members and contractors.
 In rejecting the Almanac’s 
request on August 25, Atherton’s 
city attorney said that releasing 
the report would violate the pri-
vacy of town employees and the 
confidentiality of those who pro-
vided information. City Attorney 

Marc Hynes also said that Mr. 
Bayer’s report is protected from 
disclosure as “attorney/client 
privileged communication.”
 Mr. Hynes cited other rea-
sons, including employee privacy 
interests guaranteed by Article 1, 
Section 1 of the California Consti-
tution, and exemptions in the gov-
ernment code that pertain to the 
discipline of public employees.
 Jim Ewert, an authority on 
public records law who serves as 
the legal counsel to the California 
Newspaper Publishers Association, 
said the only argument cited by 

Mr. Hynes that would hold up in 
court is attorney-client privilege.
 However, he said, the Ather-
ton City Council, as Mr. Bayer’s 
client, could waive the privilege 
on a majority vote and make the 
report public.
 “Generally in these types of 
cases an attempt is made by many 
cities to provide some documents 
or redacted versions of docu-
ments,” said Mr. Ewert. “Even if 
portions are exempt from being 
disclosed, they’re still required 
to redact those and provide (the 
public) with the remainder.”

Dog park near
Ford Field?
 The town of Portola Valley 
currently has no off-leash exer-
cise areas for dogs. The question 
of whether to build a dog park 
in a meadow just east of the 
Ford Field baseball diamond is 
scheduled for public discussion 
at the next meeting of the Parks 
& Recreation Committee. 
 The committee meets at 7:30 
p.m. Monday, September 18, at 
the Historic Schoolhouse at 765 
Portola Road. The committee is 
seeking comments and sugges-
tions. Send e-mail to towncen-
ter@portolavalley.net. 
 The proposed park would be 
enclosed by a split-rail fence and 
would include a few benches, a 
water spigot and waste-handling 
facilities, according to a com-
mittee statement. 
 The notion of a dog park at this 
site was rejected by the town’s 
Conservation Committee, in 
part because of its environmen-
tal impact on the meadow and 
its conspicuous location at the 
entrance to town. 
 The Trails & Paths Committee 
has received petitions both in 
favor of and opposed to using 
this site for a dog park, with each 
petition signed by about 120 
people, said trails committee 
chair Ellen Vernazza. 

Check AlmanacNews.com
for news updates

  ■ ATHERTON

 The head of Menlo Park non-
profit SOLO Aquatics said last 
week that he and Burgess Aquat-
ics Center operator Tim Sheeper 
“continue to make progress” 
regarding SOLO’s access to the 

three-pool facility.
 SOLO Chief Chris Hinshaw 
said he hopes to finalize a deal 
“very soon” and begin operating 
his group’s fall programs at the 

aquatics center.
 SOLO is guaranteed access to 
the $6.8 million publicly funded 
facility in the contract between 
the city and Mr. Sheeper’s 

for-profit organization, Menlo 
Swim and Sport LLC.
 Mr. Sheeper said he expects 
an agreement will be reached 
before September 11 — a tenta-
tive date for SOLO to start using 
the aquatics center.

Cancelled meeting
 The Menlo Park City Council 
will not hold its regular meeting 
September 5, due to Labor Day 
weekend. Weekly council meet-
ings are scheduled to resume 
September 12.

Menlo Watch: Pool negotiations press on
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Futurist to speak at business breakfast
 Richard Adler of the Institute 
for the Future in Menlo Park will 
discuss changes in the business 
and social climate over the next 
20  years at a breakfast meeting of 
Samceda, a San Mateo County’s 
business organization, on Thurs-
day, September 7, from 8 to 9:30 
a.m., at Dominic’s at Poplar 
Creek, located at the Coyote Point 
golf course.

 Mr. Adler, author of “Boom-
ers: the Next 20 Years,” will talk 
about how the growing popula-
tion of aging baby boomers will 
affect everything from business 
to housing to health care.
 The networking breakfast will 
also include Samceda’s annual 
meeting. For information, or tick-
ets at $65 each, call Samceda at 
345-8300, or go to samceda.org.

 Howard Oliver, whose Men-
lo Park home was a showcase 
for rhododendrons, azaleas and 
camellias each spring, died August 
28 in Palo Alto. He was 79.
 Mr. Oliver grew up in Los 
Angeles. With degrees from the 
University of California at Berke-
ley and Harvard, and two years 
in the Office of Naval Research 
in Washington, D.C., Mr. Oliver 
arrived in Menlo Park in 1961. 
He began his lifelong career 
at the U.S. Geological Survey, 
studying gravity up and down 
the Western United States.
 He instigated several studies 
by USGS of groundwater basins 
underlying Menlo Park and 

Atherton. The 
concern was 
the quantity 
and quality of 
groundwater, 
and whether 
too many wells 
might cause the 
land to sink.
  Mr. Oliver 

was known for his interest 
in music, his garden, and the 
Sierra Mountains. “Whether 
packing his stand-up bass into 
the station wagon for a gig, 
arriving at a f lower show with 
boxes of prize-winning blooms, 

or leading trips into the Yosem-
ite backcountry, he inspired 
others with his passion,” says 
his daughter, Lauren Oliver.
 As a teenager, Mr. Oliver 
played in jazz orchestras up and 
down the coast. He also made 
a brief appearance in the film 
“Song of the Open Road.” It was 
actress Jane Powell’s first movie 
and W.C. Fields’ last. He would 
later recount stories of playing 
softball with Gary Cooper and 
learning how to juggle oranges 
from W.C. Fields on the studio 
lot, say family members.
 Mr. Oliver was passionate 
about camellias and azaleas, 
according to Almanac writer 
and friend, Marion Softky. 
“When he outgrew his back yard 
in Menlo Park, he expanded to 
USGS and turned its campus 
into an arboretum for camellias, 
azaleas and rhododendron. He 
often won best of show at camel-
lia shows,” she says.
 On his last trip to the moun-
tains, he was accompanied by 
friends and family, according to 
Ms. Oliver.
 He is survived by his wife, 
Betty; son William Oliver and 
daughter Lauren Oliver.
 Memorials may be made to 
the Veterans Affairs Hospice 
Care Center at the Veterans 
Hospital, 3801 Miranda Ave., 
Unit 2C Hospice, Palo Alto, CA 
94304.
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Wedding Photography

by J. Ennis Kirkland
Providing exceptional wedding photography at affordable prices. 

www.jekweddings.com • ennis@jekweddings.com • 650.400.6028

American Society of Interior Designers
 Announces

Rutt Collection, Los Altos      Design & Interiors, Los Altos
Waterworks, Palo Alto           Design & Interiors, Los Gatos
The Tile Shop, San Jose         Flegel’s, Menlo Park
                             Poppleton’s, Monterey

This self-guided tour showcases six architecturally distinctive 
Los Altos Hills homes  and features the work of many 

talented ASID California Peninsula Chapter interior designers.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.asidcapen.org 

or at the following retail locations:

H O U S E  T O U R  2 0 0 6  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
10 AM  -  4 PM       Tickets:  $40

P026038 04/02

statefarm.com®

State Farm® • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

like a good neighbor,
state farm is there.®

we live where you live.®

Suzanne Hilgeman, Agent,  CLU ChFC
CA lic. #: 0621860
Portola Valley, CA 94028
Bus: 650-851-3276
suzie.hilgeman.b8eh@statefarm.com

For your insurance and financial needs, 
see me your local State Farm Agent:
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Howard Oliver, geophysicist
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The discovery of a corral 
of emaciated goats along 
Alpine Road on undevel-

oped land owned by Stanford 
University in Portola Valley has 
led the Peninsula Humane Soci-
ety to seek animal-cruelty charg-
es against the goats’ owners. 
 The goats are owned by Scott 
Kulenguskey and Joy Richardson 
who run Pacifica-based Sustain-
able Solutions Land Manage-
ment and Ecological Services, said 
Humane Society investigator Debi 
DeNardi. The company hires the 
goats out to land owners as a natu-
ral method of weed control. 
 The town of Portola Valley 
hired Sustainable Solutions to 
clear land in the Hayfields 
open space area on the north 
end of town in 2005, said Town 
Administrator Angela Howard. 
 Ms. DeNardi said she is pre-
paring a report for the San 
Mateo County District Attor-
ney’s Office, which will deter-
mine whether to press charges.
 Several attempts to get com-
ments from the goats’ owners 
were unsuccessful.
 Ms. DeNardi said she learned of 
the goats’ plight from equestrians 

who board their horses near the 
undeveloped parcel at 3540 Alpine 
Road. On Saturday, August 26, she 
said she found about 50 “skinny” 
goats in “poor condition” inside 
two fenced pens. The goats had no 
access to water, hay or grain, and 
the pens were “too small,” she said. 
 The goats had been penned for 
two days, Ms. DeNardi said she was 
told by Ms. Richardson. The goats’ 
symptoms included coughing, nasal 
discharges, diarrhea, and hooves 
that should have been trimmed 
long ago, Ms. DeNardi said. 
 A dead goat was found inside a 
horse trailer there, along with a 
live goat and “a bucket of water 
with feces in it,” Ms. DeNardi 
said. Two travel trailers nearby 
were filled with trash, she said. 
 Stanford spokesman Larry 
Horton confirmed that the uni-
versity does own the property 
where the goats were penned. 
 The goats are now being cared 
for on a ranch in Calaveras 
County, Ms. DeNardi said. 
 Asked about the value of a diet 
of dry weeds, Ms. DeNardi said 
that weeds alone are not suffi-
cient for a goat and that it also 
needs nutritional foods such as 
hay and grain. A

Animal cruelty charges
sought against goat owners

Howard Oliver

  ■ PORTOLA VALLEY

  ■ OBITUARY



By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Willard Wyman of La 
Honda has lived the 
life and adventures 

he portrays in his novel “High 
Country.”
 Except he didn’t quiet a fran-
tic mule that didn’t want to be 
shoed by biting its ear, as his 
hero did on page 24. “I haven’t 
bitten a mule’s ear; that’s an old 
myth,” says Mr. Wyman “They 
call it ‘earing them down.’”
 But Mr. Wyman has guided 
mule trains through white-out 
blizzards, forded storm-fed 
torrents, freed mules stuck in 
the mud, and miraculously 
avoided bears.
 These experiences, plus a 
deep love of mountain wilder-
ness, make his novel seem real 
and immediate. Its cast of men, 
mules, horses, and women — in 
that order — draw the reader 
into their harsh world.
 “I used my own experiences 
and elaborated them,” says Mr. 

Wyman. “I invented people and 
stories about packing, and they 
took the book over.”
 “High Country” has won a 
rare two Spur awards from the 
Western Writers of America: for 
Best First Novel, and for Novel 
of the West for 2005. That puts 
it in company with the likes 
of Larry McMurtry’s “Lone-
some Dove” and Michael Blake’s 
“Dances with Wolves.”
 Mr. Wyman will talk about 
“High Country” Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12, in a program called 
“A Visit to the Old West,” 
beginning at 7:30 p.m., at 
Kepler’s, 1010 El Camino Real, 
in Menlo Park. Mr. Wyman 
will follow Lloyd Zimpel’s talk 
about his novel, “A Season of 
Fire and Ice.” 
 Mr. Wyman taps an unlikely 
range of experiences in his writ-
ing. Son of a cavalry officer, he 
had a childhood that was full 
of horses. He’s been a college 
and military athlete, a football 
coach and English teacher at 
Menlo School, an assistant dean 

at Stanford, English profes-
sor at Colby College in Maine, 
and headmaster at the private 

Thacher School in Ojai, Califor-
nia, for 13 years, until he retired 
to write in 1993.
 Bill Wyman became hooked 
on packing at 13. He was sent to 
a Montana ranch one summer 
when his father, later General 
Willard Gordon Wyman, was 
busy preparing U.S. troops for 
the invasion at Omaha Beach in 
Normandy, and his mother was 
having a nervous breakdown.
 Even though he didn’t bite a 
mule’s ear like his protagonist, 
Ty Hardin, Bill Wyman soaked 
up the life and skills of a packer. 
“Packing has stayed in my life 
ever after,” he says. 
 Ever since he finished Colby 
College, Mr. Wyman has inter-
spersed pack trips in Montana 
and the Sierra Nevada with 
his growing commitment to 
education and English. With 
the late Wallace Stegner as his 
mentor, he earned a Ph.D. at 
Stanford. 
 Meanwhile, he became a dean 
of students and then special 
assistant to the president at 
Stanford during the tumultu-
ous 60s when the campus was 
embroiled in protests. “I was 
assistant dean of students for 
riots,” he says. “My job was to 
keep the university open.”
 About that time, Mr. Wyman 
was renting quarters from the 

late Gerda Isenberg above La 
Honda. Later he bought prop-
erty up there, and built a house 
on 80 acres adjacent to the site of 
what is now T.J. Rodgers’ Clos de 
la Tech winery. “I just love that 
country,” he says.
 Mr. Wyman is divorced with 
two sons and three grandchil-
dren. He still goes packing, 
taking friends into the Sierra, at 
least once a year.
 And Mr. Wyman still loves 
mules. “Mules have passive wis-
dom,” he says. “You make a deal 
with a mule, and it keeps it.” A
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KGO’s Len Tillem
&

Michael Gilfix
MEDI-CAL, TRUSTS,

&
ASSET PROTECTION

Len Tillem Esq.
Len Tillem & Associates

Host of KGO’s “Legaltalk”

Michael Gilfix, Esq.
Gilfix & La Poll Associates, LLP

Stanford Law School

33 yrs ExperienceTuesday, September 12, 2006

Biltmore Hotel
Saratoga Room, 2151 Laurelwood Road, Santa Clara, CA 95054

2:30-4:30pm or 6:30-8:30 pm

• Medi-Cal to pay Nursing Home Costs

• New Medi-Cal Law Explained

• Protect Residence from Medi-Cal Claim

• Special Needs Trust for Disabled Kids

• Pros & Cons of a Living Trust

• Family Protection Trusts to Protect Assets you leave
    your children from Divorce, Lawsuits, and Tax.

FREE Seminar
Call 650-493-8070
or 408-971-7292

Seating is limited!
You can also register on our 

website

www.gilfix.com

Ukrainian talk
 The Ukraine, too, has an envi-
ronmental movement, and eight 
of the movement’s leaders are set to 
meet at Menlo College in Atherton 
on Wednesday, September 6, to 
talk with American counterparts, 
discuss their projects and exchange 
ideas on working with the press 
and governments. 
 The public is invited to the 
free talk, sponsored by Acterra 
in Palo Alto and the Center for 
Safe Energy in Berkeley. The 
event begins at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Russell Center on the campus at 
1000 El Camino Real. For more 
information, send e-mail to Lar-
issa Keet at lkeet2@aol.com. 

Photo by Peter Pennypacker

Willard Wyman of Skyline will 
discuss his book, “High Country,” 
about packing in Montana and the 
High Sierra, at Kepler’s bookstore 
on Tuesday, September 12, at 
7:30 p.m.

Willard Wyman talks about his novel,
‘High Country,’ at Kepler’s bookstore

Tasting the real Old West
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 The grounds surrounding the 
Menlo Park Library and City 
Council Chambers will be filled 
with some 30 tables stacked 
with more than 30,000 used 
books when the Friends of the 
Menlo Park Library hosts its 51st 
annual book fair on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 16 and 
17.
 The books — most of which 

have been donated by Menlo 
Park residents — will range 
in price from 50 cents to $2, 
Friends secretary Tim Goode 
said.
 Though the book sale will 
run as usual, longtime book 
fair-goers will notice that one 
aspect of the event has changed 
this year: The book auction will 
not be held because the Friends 

— a nonprofit group of volun-
teers who raise money for the 
library’s collections and pro-
grams — decided there weren’t 
enough auction-caliber books 
in the collection, Mr. Goode 
said. It is set to return at the 
2007 fair.
 “This is the second time in 
recent history that we can-
celed the auction,” Mr. Goode 
said. “The last time we did 
that, the following auction 
was the best ever in quality 

and profits.”
 He added that books that 
might normal-
ly have been 
auctioned off 
will still be 
available for 
purchase in 
the council 
chambers.
 The fair will 
be open from 
9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, 
and from 9:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday.
 Prices will 
be slashed on 
Sunday morn-
ing to encour-
age buyers, Mr. 
Goode said. 
All books will 
be sold at half 
price from 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. that day. Then, 
shoppers may purchase bags for 

$2 and fill them to the brim.
 Any remaining books can 

be had for free 
after 1:30.
 The sale ben-
efits children’s 
programs at the 
library, as well 
as its adult lit-
eracy program, 
“Project Read.”
 Refreshments 
will be avail-
able at reason-
able prices, Mr. 
Goode said.
 The library is 
at 800 Alma 
St., near the 
intersection of 
R ave n s wo o d 
Avenue and 
Laurel Street.
 For more 
i n for mat ion, 
call Tim Goode 

at 325-3001, or e-mail him at 
timothygoode@comcast.net.

30,000 books expected at book fair

Stanford University

Stanford Continuing Studies

Learning is an
            endless journey.
Continue yours here.

For more information visit
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Join us at Stanford Continuing Studies, a unique program for 
Bay Area adults offering a broad range of courses taught by 
Stanford’s distinguished faculty, engaged instructors, and cutting-
edge researchers. With offerings from liberal arts and sciences to 
professional and personal development, we encourage you to satisfy 
your passion. Learning is an endless journey. Continue yours by 
taking a Stanford Continuing Studies course!

Fall Courses Include 
• Stem Cells
• Organizational Culture: A Key to Personal   
  & Management Effectiveness
• Jane Austen
• Enjoying and Understanding Classical Music

continuingstudies.stanford.edu

■ Benefit for Menlo Park Library won’t have 
auction this year.

A teacher at Beechwood School, 
a private elementary school 
in Menlo Park, collects her 
“winnings” for an art contest for 
her second-grade class.
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Ladera concert: music and ‘guided imagery’
 Soprano Betty Spamer of Ladera 
has teamed up with Latin/jazz 
guitarist Jeff Buenz to stage a 
wide-ranging concert Saturday, 
September 9, at Ladera Commu-
nity Church, 3300 Alpine Road in 
Portola Valley. 
 Proceeds from the concert ben-
efit the Bonny Institute, which has 
pioneered the use of guided imag-
ery and music and will present a 
conference, “Music and Psyche at 
the Edges of Life,” October 6-8 in 
Corte Madera. The institute has 
received a grant from the Ladera 
Community Church to support 
the conference and the work of 
guided imagery and music.
 The musicians are borrowing 
the Irving Berlin tune “Say it with 
Music” for the concert’s theme. Ms. 
Spamer sings from classical and 
Broadway songbooks, accompa-
nied by Daniel Lockert on piano. 
Mr. Buenz will play works by his 
favorite composers, including Scott 
Joplin, George Gershwin, Cole Por-
ter and several Latin musicians.
 Ms. Spamer produces and per-
forms benefit concerts for Lucile 
Salter Packard Children’s Hospi-
tal at Stanford. She and Mr. Buenz 
met at Stanford Hospital, where 
Mr. Buenz is completing a resi-
dency as chaplain with the min-
istry of music. He has worked for 
the past five years using music in 
health care programs at Stanford 
Hospital, El Camino Hospital’s 
Healing Arts Program and the 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford.
 Both performers say they use 
their music in the workplace and 
community to promote psycho-
logical growth, physical ease and 
spiritual support.
 The concert begins at 4 p.m.; a 

reception follows from 5 to 6 p.m. 
No reservations are needed. Tick-
ets will be available at the door for 
a suggested tax-deductible dona-

tion of $20.
 For more information, contact 
Ms. Spamer at bettyspamer@
comcast.net or 854-3736.
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What you do on 
the Dance Floor 
is Our Business
1st Session FREE
New adult students only. No partner needed.

Wedding Programs Available
Ballroom • Latin • Swing

650-216-7501
2065 Broadway, Redwood City

www.arthurmurrayredwoodcity.com

So, you want to be So, you want to be 
a news hound?a news hound?

If you like seeking out news and fi nding facts, 
and you have good writing skills, you could be a 
candidate for a news reporting internship at the 
Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get fi rst-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned 
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also 
opportunities to write feature stories on a broad 
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week, 
with fl exible hours. In addition to a small stipend, 
interns are paid for stories they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to: 
rbatti@AlmanacNews.com, or fax this 
information to Renee Batti at 
(650) 854-0677.

Specializing in
• Property Sales

Commercial & Residential

• Rental
Apartments, Condominiums and Homes

• Property Management

We are here to serve you!

961 Woodside Road, Redwood City, CA 94061
Offi ce: (650) 367-9300 • Fax: (650) 367-0751

Serving the Community 
for over 52 years

Financial  assistance available for children. Visit  our Web Site at: www.woodsiderec.com

WOODSIDE COMMUNITY RECREATION PROGRAM 
FALL SCHEDULE 2006

❃ To Register or Fax: (650) 851-3534 ❃

CLASS DAY  TIME  INSTRUCTOR LOCATION  FEE  STARTING DATE

YOGA FOR EVERYONE   
14 Weeks  Mon 9:30 AM  - 10:30 AM   Independence Hall $196 Sept 11
14 Weeks  Tues. 9:30 AM  - 10:30 AM  Carla Germano Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall  $196  Sept 12
14 Weeks  Thurs. 9:00 AM  - 10:00 AM   Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall  $196 Sept 14
14 Weeks  Fri.  9:30 AM  - 10:30 AM   Independence Hall $196 Sept 15

LOW IMPACT AEROBICS & JOYFLEX BODY TONING
14 Weeks–
No Classes Nov 24-27 Mon. 7:45 AM   -  9:00 AM  Joy Lopez Independence Hall  $432  Sept 18
Healthy Back, Cardio, Fri. 7:45 AM   -  9:00 AM   Independence Hall $21 drop in  Sept 15
Inner-Core Strengthening 

MUSIC TOGETHER
10 Weeks Tues.   9:15 AM  - 10:00 AM   Wdse. Library  $185  Sept 19
Ages 0-4 Years  Tues.   10:15 AM  - 11:00 AM  Sean Mendelson Wdse. Library $185  Sept 19
Creative Classes  Fri.  1:00 PM   -  1:45 PM   Independence Hall  $185  Sept 22 
For Children  Fri.  2:00 PM   -  2:45 PM   Independence Hall  $185  Sept 22  
        $35 material fee

HOT SALSA DANCING
4 Weeks Fri.   7:30 PM   -  8:30 PM  Vera Quiqano Independence Hall  $48  Sept 15
        $15 drop in

No Classes 
Oct 9-13
Bring exercise 
mat and wear 
comfortable 
clothing



S P O R T S

(650) 328-0735
(650) 323-0735
1010 -1014 Alma Street

Menlo Park
2002, 2003, 
2004, 2005, 

2006

Best Manicurist / Best Hair Salon

Thank y
ou 

for vot
ing us

M-A seeks football rebound
By Jim Gallagher
Special to the Almanac 

Coach Bob Sykes and his 
Menlo-Atherton coaching 
staff are eyeing a simple 

goal as they take over the Bears’ 
2006 football program: significant 
improvement over last season’s 
lackluster 1-9 won-lost record.
 No newcomer to Bay Area 
football, Sykes coached the Los 
Altos High varsity in 2003-04, 
and arrives on the Atherton 
campus after a year as an offen-
sive coach at the University of 
Nevada-Reno.
 He has inherited a tough task 
at M-A, but likes what he sees 
among seasoned veterans and 
some young talent from last year’s 
highly regarded frosh-soph team.
 “We have a lot of athletes,” Sykes 
said after an exhausting practice 
last week. “They’re providing 
speed, size and toughness.” 
 The Bears will need plenty of 
all three to rebound from last 
season’s disappointments against 
traditional Peninsula powers 
such as Aragon, Burlingame, 
Woodside and Terra Nova.
 They launch the season on 
September 9 at 5:15 p.m. with a 
home game against Galileo of San 
Francisco.

 When Sykes mentions size 
as a Bears commodity, he isn’t 
kidding. Senior Jesse Fifita (6-3, 
255) and junior Litani Moimoi 
(6-2, 260) are massive defensive 
ends, and Matt Mohr (6-5, 240) 
may be earning Division I college 
credentials as an offensive tackle. 
Siosaia Haatoa (6-0, 240) is a 
load at fullback and linebacker. 
 The skill positions appear well-
manned with quarterback Troy 
McCabe, a 6-foot junior from 
last year’s frosh-sophs, throwing 
to receivers such as Sam Knapp 
(6-3, 180); with running backs 

Maurice Hanks (5-10, 180) and 
Efrain Ramirez (5-7, 165). Both 
are quick and aggressive corner-
back defenders, as well. 
 A former quarterback at 
Arkansas for Coach Lou Holtz, 
Sykes runs a varied but balanced 
offense, utilizing a wing-T and a 
wide-open, three-receiver set on 
passing downs. With a 45-player 
squad, he expects, depth will not 
be a problem.
 “We’ll be disciplined,” Sykes 
said, “and we plan to play excit-
ing ball. It should be a lot of 
fun.”

Menlo’s Mike Montgomery
let go by Warriors
 Former Stanford men’s basketball 
coach Mike Montgomery, a resident 
of Menlo Park, has been replaced as 
head coach of the NBA’s Golden 
State Warriors by former Warriors’ 
coach Don Nelson.
 Montgomery parted ways 
with the Warriors August 29 
following a 68-96 record in two 
seasons with Golden State.
 Montgomery posted back-to-
back 34-48 records after being 
lured away from Stanford by 
Golden State vice president Chris 
Mullin two summers ago.
 “Mike is a terrific basketball 
coach who has enjoyed a great deal 
of success throughout his career,” 
Mullin said in a statement. “You 
would be challenged to find a bet-
ter person with more character.”
 Nelson, 66, is the second-win-

ningest coach in NBA history and 
compiled a 277-260 record during 
his first go-around with Golden 
State.
 The move to Golden State 
brings Nelson together again with 
Mullin and general manager Rod 
Higgins, two of his former play-
ers. It’s also a costly reunion for 
the Warriors, who had to buy out 
Montgomery, who had $5 million 
in salary due for the remainder of 
his four-year contract.
 — Keith Peters, Palo Alto Weekly

Photo by Carien Veldpape

New M-A football coach Bob Sykes says that with a 45-man squad, he 
expects that depth will not be a problem. 

Mike Montgomery 
in 2003, coaching 

Stanford against 
Berkeley.

Palo Alto Weekly/
Norbert von der Groeben

Locals compete at triathlon event
 Two local athletes, Holly Nybo 
of Portola Valley and Robert 
Plant of Woodside, were among 
the frontrunners in their respec-
tive age groups at the 2006 Tri-
athlon Age Group World Cham-
pionships in Lausanne, Switzer-
land, on Saturday, September 2. 

(Due to the holiday, the Almanac 
went to press September 1.)
 Nybo was the runner-up in 
the 40-44 age group at the world 
competition last year in Honolulu, 
and finished first in her age group 

See TRIATHLON, page 21
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at the 2003 world event in New 
Zealand. She was this year’s U.S. 
champion in the 40-44 division 
at the U.S. Triathlon Age Group 

Championships held in Smithville 
Lake, Missouri.
 Plant finished second in the 60-
64 age group at last year’s world 
event, and third in 2004. He was 
fifth in his age group at the U.S. 
championships this year. A

programs will remain operated 
by city staff, said Ms. Seymour.
 The push to privatize the 
Burgess programs was led by 
council members Mickie Win-
kler and Lee Duboc, who said 
the programs are too costly to 
the city. Mayor Nicholas Jellins 
supported the effort, which was 
green-lighted on a 3-2 vote.
 Ms. Duboc said Ms. Bhanderi’s 
withdrawal is “disappointing.” 
She added that she would still like 
city staff to study how to cut the 
costs of the child care programs, 
but had no immediate plans to re-
ignite the privatization debate.

Opposition to privatization
 Parents have forcefully defend-
ed the existing programs and 
teachers, and argued that there’s 
not enough financial benefit to 
privatize the programs.
 Their concerns were supported 
at the child care committee’s 
August 23 meeting, when eight of 

nine committee members ranked 
the city’s proposal the top bid.
 Committee members said the 
cost savings associated with priva-
tization — estimated at $73,000 
by city staff — isn’t enough to 
privatize the programs.
 In April, city staff pegged 
potential savings at $444,000, 
but didn’t break down those 
costs for a closer analysis.
 Committee members and par-
ents also expressed concerns 
with the Building Kidz pro-
posal, which called for replacing 
about 40 percent of the current 
staff and putting an academic 
emphasis on the current “play-
based” curriculum.
 Adding to parents’ concerns, 
representatives from the Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union Local 715, the union that 
represents city employees who 
operate the existing programs, 
revealed that Building Kidz has 
been cited for eight violations at 
its two child care sites over the 
last two years.
 The Almanac confirmed the 

violations with the Community 
Care Licensing Division office, 
the regional office of the state 
Department of Social Services.

‘Sinister pattern’
 Ms. Bhanderi’s withdrawal came 
just one day after the council voted 
3-2, at its August 29 meeting, to 
continue with the plan to inter-
view potential providers.
 Council members Winkler, 
Duboc and Jellins voted to forge 
ahead; council members Kelly 
Fergusson and Andy Cohen said 
the city should end the process and 
continue the city operation of the 
programs.
 “[Ms. Winkler and Ms. Duboc] 
refused to listen to the parents,” 
said Mr. Cohen after the meeting.
 Ms. Duboc said there is a 
“sinister pattern” in Menlo Park 
of members of the community 
criticizing companies looking 
to establish private/public rela-
tionships in Menlo Park.
 Ms. Bhanderi received four 
anonymous letters discouraging 
her bid, Ms. Seymour said. A

Private child care operator withdraws bid
CHILD CARE
continued from page 5

A X I S
550 Ravenswood Ave

Menlo Park
(650) 463-1920
www.axispt.com

Custom exercise 
programs for all ages 

and fitness levels

Two locations and 
over 50 expert 

personal trainers 

Stephanie is now 
accepting new 

clients!

Imagine
A Great Place to Work

ADVERTISING
SALES

We are looking for a Full-time Sales Representative 
that's energetic, enthusiastic, confident, and a self-
directed professional. Someone who possesses strong 
organizational and public interaction skills. You should 
have the ability and demonstrated experience to make 
public and one-on-one presentations. You must work 
well with minimum supervision.

Your responsibility is to develop and present effective 
marketing programs that result in sales. You will be 
working with a base of current and prospective 
customers within a geographic territory.

We value and actively seek to recruit, develop and 
retain people with backgrounds and experience 
reflecting the diversity of the communities we cover.

For immediate consideration, FAX your resume to:
Neal Fine

650-854-3650
or

email: nfine@almanacnews.com
We offer a competitive compensation & benefits 

package including medical, dental, paid vacations, 
sicktime, and a 401(k) plan.

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the San 
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under law, 
people charged with offenses are consid-
ered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Juvenile problem report: Three boys rode 
up to woman on mini bikes as if aiming for 
her before screaming in her face and riding 
away, first block of Shearer Drive.
Burglary report: Items stolen from 
house that had been placed on market, 
100 block of Fair Oaks Lane, August 25.

MENLO PARK

Grand theft report: Laptop computer 
stolen from business, 2700 block of Sand 
Hill Road, August 28.
Stolen vehicle report: 1993 GMC 
Typhoon, 3700 block of Haven Avenue, 
August 28.
Auto burglary reports:
■ Stereo equipment stolen, 200 block of 
O’Connor Street, August 28.
■ Wallet stolen from locked vehicle, 200 
block of East O’Keefe Street, August 29.
Fraud reports:
■ Money withdrawn falsely from bank 
account, 1000 block of Henderson 
Avenue, August 28.
■ Stolen check, 1800 block of White Oak 
Drive, August 28.

WOODSIDE

Property damage report: Runaway 
dump truck crashed through garage and 
two interior rooms in house and hit parked 
vehicle in garage, 100 block of Stadler 
Drive, August 29.
Mountain lion sighting report: Home-
owner said it was fairly far away and not an 
imminent threat, 3000 block of Woodside 
Road, August 28.
Theft report: Copper decorative leaves 
stolen from victim’s front entrance gate, 
100 block of Summer Hill Lane, August 25.
Vandalism report: Horse gate removed 
from hinges on horse easement trail, 500 
block of Manzanita Way, August 26.

WEST MENLO PARK

Grand theft report: Mountain bike and 
BMX bike with combined value of $2,500-
$3,000 stolen from back yard, 1000 block 
of Camino a Los Cerros, August 26.
Incident report: Woman reported 
$750 missing from behind pillows of her 
couch, 2000 block of Sand Hill Road, 
August 27.

   ■ POLICE CALLS

Ex-coach faces prison sentence
 Guy Delmar Hayman, the 
former coach of the Woodside 
High School girls’ varsity bas-
ketball team, pleaded no contest 
August 30 to a felony charge of 
lewd and lascivious conduct on 
a 14-year-old child, and a mis-
demeanor count of annoying or 
molesting a child under the age 
of 18, said prosecutor Gregory 
Devitt of the San Mateo County 
District Attorney’s Office. 
 Mr. Hayman, 43, faces up to 
three years in prison, said Mr. 
Devitt. A sentencing hearing 
is set for November 15 in San 
Mateo County Superior Court.
 Mr. Hayman, who was fired as 

coach after his January 11 arrest 
by Redwood City police, is out 
of jail on a $500,000 bail.
 The molestation charges did 
not involve any girls on Wood-
side’s varsity team, prosecutors 
said. Mr. Hayman coached at 
Woodside for seven or eight 
years, said Woodside High Prin-
cipal Linda Common. 
 He initially pleaded not guilty 
in January to three felony 
counts of lewd acts with a girl, 
who was 14 when the molesta-
tion allegedly first occurred, 
and 41 misdemeanor counts of 
annoyance or molestation of 
the same girl. 

Marget Zographos 
Retired Menlo Park teacher
 Marget Zographos, who taught 
29 years in the Menlo Park City 
School District before retiring 
four years ago, is remembered by 
her colleagues for her dedication 
to her students and loyalty to her 
friends.
 Ms. Zographos died of can-
cer August 8 in her Sunnyvale 
home. She was 64.
 A native of Chicago, she grad-
uated from Antioch College, 
Yellow Springs, Ohio. She taught 
in an international school in 
Germany and an elementary 
school in Illinois for several 
years before coming to the 
Menlo Park district. She taught 
first grade for two years, then 
worked as a resource specialist. 
 Ms. Zographos helped stu-

dents with learning problems 
develop their skills, teaching at 
both Laurel and Encinal schools 
until her retirement in 2002.
 “What I loved was being able to 
see the kids grow, feel good about 
themselves, and move on,” she 
said during an interview with the 
Almanac after she retired.
 She also took an active role in 
the Menlo Park Education Asso-
ciation, serving as president dur-
ing the 1997-98 school year and 
co-president with Sue Peterson 
during the next school year.
 Colleagues said Ms. Zographos 
was knowledgeable and insight-
ful about a range of issues. She 
also was known for her love for 
the theater and dance.
 She is survived by her sister, 
Nancy Hart.
 Memorials may be made to 
Pathways Homecare and Hospice, 
585 North Mary Ave., Sunnyvale, 
CA 94085.

  ■ OBITUARY

TRIATHLON
continued from page 20
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Domain name duel 
is no ‘dirty trick’

Editor:
 This letter is a rebuttal to a let-
ter you published last week pub-
licly accusing me of cybersquat-
ting and violating the California 
Elections code by registering a 
domain name.
 I did not cybersquat and I did 
not violate any code, state or fed-
eral. When Richard Cline, who 
is running for Menlo Park City 
Council, filed his candidate state-
ment he listed a domain name, 
but didn’t bother to register it.
 To me, that’s like visiting a 
house that’s for sale, then decid-
ing to have your mail delivered 
there, even though you don’t own 
it. Of course, you wouldn’t get 
your mail in that situation, so it 
would be a very foolish thing to 
do. Mr. Cline foolishly advertised 
a Web site he didn’t own. Now his 
supporters are throwing around 
accusations of “dirty tricks.”
 The only dirty tricks here are 
the accusations. The California 
elections code is very clear. It 
prohibits pre-empting a Web 
site for the purpose of denying 
its use to a political candidate.
When I registered the domain 
name in question, it was for 

the purpose of free speech 
— making the point that Mr. 
Cline doesn’t follow through on 
things he starts. I never denied 
him the use of the Web site.
 When I received a message from 
Mr. Cline asking me to turn over 
the domain to him, I did so the 

very same day. Several days have 
passed since then, but Mr. Cline 
still hasn’t posted any content on 
his Web site, so clearly the “denial 
of access” charge is ridiculous. 
He has total ownership of the 
domain, not just access to it, and 
he still hasn’t done anything with 

it. As of the date this letter was 
written, he hasn’t even bothered 
to post the customary “under 
construction” sign on the site.

Sue Kayton 
Doris Drive, Menlo Park

An effort by the Almanac to make public Atherton’s inves-
tigation of building department failures that cost the 
city more than $145,000 hit a roadblock last week, when 

Town Attorney Marc Hynes refused to turn over a report on the 
matter that was prepared for the town.
 The Almanac filed a Public Records Act request August 4, seeking 
release of the report, which was commissioned by the town and led 
to disciplinary action against at least one department worker. No 
other details of the report’s findings have been disclosed.

     In denying the Almanac’s 
request to make the report pub-
lic, Mr. Hynes cited the follow-
ing reasons:
■ Matters in the report include 

discipline of employees; those details will be contained in per-
sonnel files, which are exempt from public disclosure;
■ the privacy interest of public employees outweighs the pub-

lic interest served by disclosure;
■ information in the report is covered by attorney-client priv-

ilege, due to the assignment of a “legal investigation ... regarding 
a confidential personnel matter” to attorney Lance Bayer; and
■ disclosure would violate the privacy interests of employees 

covered that is guaranteed in the California constitution.
 Mr. Hynes suggested that the Almanac could pursue its claim 
in court, but rather than waste everyone’s time and money to 
litigate this matter, we challenge City Council members to step 
up and override Mr. Hynes and release the report themselves.

 As the client, all it takes is a majority vote of council members 
to waive the attorney-client privilege.
 With the names and identifying information blacked out, pri-
vacy concerns will no longer apply. We see no compelling reason 
why town residents should not have the same information shared 
with the council by Mr. Hynes through Mr. Bayer’s report.
 As a result of the report, at least one employee received a letter 
or reprimand, which she made public last week at a meeting of 
people protesting the town’s actions and its new fee, implement-
ed in May 2005, for hauling dirt to and from building sites. It 
shows she was cited for not implementing the new fee in a timely 
manner, and for accepting gifts, as well as two other infractions.
 The employee denied all of the allegations in the reprimand.
 Who knows what other evidence of misdeeds by town employees is 
hidden away in this confidential report? How can Atherton residents 
not think that accepting gifts may just be the tip of the iceberg?
 Town officials have said that the investigation has uncovered no 
criminal acts, which may be true, but the public should be told 
how the city manager and city attorney reached that conclusion.
 As resident Jim Dobbie told the council in July: “The whole 
secrecy thing, in my mind, doesn’t make sense. It’s high time we 
got back to being squeaky clean. If something is wrong, we can 
deal with it, and if nothing is wrong, we can say it.”
 We urge residents to let their council members know that they 
want the report released, with the names redacted, if necessary. 
It is time for Atherton to clear the air on this matter, and move 
forward with more important city business.

All views must include a home address 
and contact phone number. Published 
letters will also appear on the Almanac 
web site: www.AlmanacNews.com

EMAIL your views to 
letters@AlmanacNews.
com. Indicate if it is a 
letter to be published.

FAX  to Editor at 
854-0677. 

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025.
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 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Menlo Park Historical Association

Our Regional Heritage
Ringwood, the 400-acre estate of San Francisco attorney John T. Doyle, was built in 1868 on Middlefield 
Road in Menlo Park. Mr. Doyle was said to have an extensive book collection, and often entertained 
neighbors, including Gertrude Atherton, on Ringwood’s veranda.

Atherton stonewalls on report

See LETTERS, next page
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Valley needs a weed 
abatement ordinance
Editor:
 While most homes in Ladera 
and Portola Valley take good 
care to cut back weeds each year, 
there are exceptions.
 An occasional property owner 
feels he can ignore the fire marshal 
and the Woodside Fire Protection 
District’s recommendation to 
establish a fire break around their 
property lines. The problem is 
that the town of Portola Valley 
does not have a weed abatement 
ordinance, which would solve 
the problem: The town would 
contract for the fire break and bill 
the property owner.
 I have a an owner-neighbor 
who refuses to do anything, 
and I have brush, low hang-
ing branches and high weeds 
within 30 feet of my home. The 
suggestion for an ordinance has 
been made to the town. Fire 
prevention is much cheaper 
than fighting a fire. Wildfires do 
enormous damage each year.

Gunther Steinberg
Lerida Court, Portola Valley

A chuckle arrives 
every week
Editor:
 Every week I laugh at your lat-
est diatribe against the Menlo 
Park City Council majority.
 What’s next? Are you going to 
editorialize that George Bush is 
behind the privatization of the 
burgess pool and the child care 
center?
 The citizens of this city have 
been well served by three hard-
working council members, 
Mickie Winkler, Lee Duboc 
and Nicholas Jellins. In the case 
of Ms. Winkler and Ms. Duboc, 
they should be re-elected.

Pat White
Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

Other alternatives 
for bike rides
Editor:
 I really don’t understand why 
anyone would cancel a bike ride 
when there are so many beauti-
ful areas to hold one.
 Woodside doesn’t have a monop-
oly on beauty!

Shirley Polich
Albion Avenue, Woodside

Cyclists don’t obey 
laws in Woodside
Editor:
 I am pro-bicycle in general, 
but I do have to say that bikes 
in Woodside do not routinely 
follow the traffic laws.
 Just sit at the corner of Portola 

and Mountain Home roads some-
time and watch how many bikes 
stop at the stop sign. In 19 years I’ve 
never seen a bike stop at that stop 
sign (and many others like it).
 Bicyclists obey traffic laws 
that are convenient to them; it’s 
as simple as that. Ask a bicy-
clist why they didn’t stop at the 
Mountain Home stop sign and 
they’ll say something about how 
it’s uphill and since it’s the right-
hand side of the road nobody 
would cross their path anyway, 
blah blah blah.
 That’s like running a red light in 
my car because, after all, nobody 
was at the intersection but me. I’m 
sure the officer would agree that 
was a reasonable interpretation 
of the vehicle code and let me go 
without a ticket. Not so.

Glenn Reid
Medway Road, Woodside

What’s up with the 
farmers’ market?
Editor:
 We recently happened to be 
in Los Altos on State Street at 
about 3.30 p.m. and noticed that 
the long block had been closed 
off to traffic.
 Being a very curious individ-
ual, I decided to walk over and 
see what was going on. There 
on a sunny Thursday afternoon 
were farmers setting up their 
farm stalls with their veggies 
and fruit, the likes and quality 
which I have not seen in Menlo 
Park.
 They were displaying their 
merchandise in a most attractive 
way, in some cases by color and 
in others by stacking their wares 
as though they were about to 
be graded by the store manager 
in the basement of Harrods of 
London. It was almost picture 
perfect.
 Each farmer had cut and diced 
some of all of their products 
and they were making an effort 
to get the public to try them. 
Of course I know that this is a 
way by which to sell your wares. 
There were bakers with their 
fresh breads and baked goods, 
not one, but three different 
ones; there were the requisite 
tomato and strawberry farmers, 
but each had numerous differ-
ent species, all looking better 
than the first appearance when 
arriving at the market.
 There were ladies selling beau-
tiful fresh fish, many varieties, 
packed in zip lock bags with ice 
to keep it fresh until we got it 
home and the flowers were fan-
tastic. There were lots and lots of 
organic choices as well.
 The variety rivaled that of the 
Ferry Building in San Francisco 
and for a moment I thought that 
I had been transported back to 
Apt, Carpentras, Avignon or 
Cannes (Provence) at one of 
their weekly markets. The street 
was packed with locals shopping 

until they dropped. What a sight, 
especially for the farmers.
 After doing my market shop-
ping and making three trips to 
my car to unload my purchases, 
and being so astounded by 
the beauty, color, variety and 
reasonable prices, I had to ask 
numerous farmers, most of 
whom are Hispanic, why they 
did not come to the Menlo Park 
farmers market since there was 
no conflict with the Saturday 
morning market.
 I was most disturbed to be 
told that the market is “con-
trolled” by market managers in 
each town who decide who gets 
to sell at a particular market. 
If this is true, it seems that the 
folks who make the decisions 
about our market should look 
a little further and possibly 
encourage these farmers to 
participate in the Menlo Park 
market.
 When the Menlo farmers’ 
market was conceived, it was a 
great idea with good participa-
tion. I think that it has become 
a self-fulfilling prophecy that 
since the quality and quantity 
of the produce has diminished, 
the customers too have dimin-
ished and therefore we have 
fewer choices and less quality 
than that of, say, Los Altos. It 
would be wonderful to reach 
a little higher and get better 
quality. More merchants would 
mean better prices and more 
customers.
 For me, however, I will have 
to make the short trip to Los 
Altos on Thursday afternoons 
from now on (or until the Menlo 
Park market improves substan-
tially).

Bill Mainzer
Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park
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LETTERS

Continued from previous page

Let Us Hear 
From You
Letters to the editor
and guest columns 
are welcome.
Mail your comments to 
The Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas
Menlo Park, CA  95025
letters@AlmanacNews.com

Vacuum Bags

Buy 2 Get 1
FREE

Limit 6 per customer
exp. 9/30/06

Royal • Simplicity • Sebo • Beam Central Vacuum • Roomba • Miele • Bosch

Miele S-4
Galaxy series

Starting at $379
less in store discount

Beam Central
Vacuum Systems
Call for Quote
mention Grand Opening Special

All Floor 
Models & 
Demos priced 
to move

Simplicity Freedom 
Vacuum
(beats Oreck by 40%)
models starting at 
$199

www.ralphvacnsew.com

− Celebrate the GRAND OPENING 
at both of our locations! −

1630 El Camino Real, Redwood City, CA 94063 • (650) 368-2841

1271 Laurel Street, San Carlos, CA 94070 • (650) 592-2841

Kids in Trouble?

DAVID L. AVILA
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Stanford BA/Hastings JD

• Juvenile Criminal Defense
• Proven Track Record in the 100’s 

of Cases - From Petty Theft to 
Homicide

• All Adult Matters - 
Felony & Misdemeanor

(650) 216-9580
www.davidavilalaw.com

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Woodside Delicatessen
1453 Woodside Road Woodside. 
Open 7 Days. (650) 369-4235 
Specializing in Italian Delicacies. 
and Party Trays.

Connoisseur 
Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee 
Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

www.almanacnews.com
your online

source for local
news about

MENLO PARK,
ATHERTON,

PORTOLA VALLEY,
WOODSIDE
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Classic Traditional Home!  This remodeled and expanded

home features 5BD/4.5BA and approx. 4700 sf. of  living space.

Glorious setting. Woodside Elementary School District.

www.35MissionTrailRoad.com                  Offered at $4,750,000

West Atherton Cul De Sac! Artfully built with dramatic vaulted

ceilings, 3BD/2.5BA + loft, remodeled kit and mstr bath, ground

floor master suite and inviting grounds. Las Lomitas schools.

www.43ParkerAvenue.com                    Offered at $2,075,000

Extraordinary West Atherton Location! 1.37 +/- acres on level,

usable land for new construction. A perimeter abundant with

oak trees offers wonderful privacy.  Menlo Park schools.

Offered at $6,750,000

Private & Secluded Setting!  Large, level building site with treed

perimeter. 26,000+/- sf. total lot size. Surrounded by Atherton

on 3 sides. Build 9000+ sf. of  improvements. Las Lomitas Schools.

                    Offered at $1,998,000

Elegantly-Appointed Estate!  Built in 1998, this 5451+/- sf.

home offers 5BD/5.5BA; gourmet kitchen. Spanning apprx. 1.22

acres, the lovely lot offers pool & spa, patios, and sea of  lawn.

www.19863DouglassLane.com                   Offered at $4,950,000


