MENLO COUNCIL OKs former Cadillac site
zoning change in approving Derry project. Page 11
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apr.com

4=
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 N
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. e REALTORS

'i WOODSIDE

B4 Located in prime Woodside off a
1 quiet road, this 3500+/-sf ranch

fl style home and 1500+/-sf 3-
year old guest house are on a

1 stunning 4.2+/- acre lot. Stable,

i ring, pool, trails, seasonal stream,
lovely landscaping. Woodside
Elementary.

$7,950,000

MENLO PARK

| Fabulous new construction!
Beautiful French Country home
§ with spacious rooms, including
library. Close to downtown

{ Menlo Park. This approximately
12000sf lot is surrounded by
magnificent redwood trees.
$3,685,000

MENLO PARK

| “Classics” home. Colorful,
mature garden wraps around
3bd/2.5ba home giving light and
privacy. Kitchen/Family room,
DR, 2-car garage. Across from
recently remodeled Burgess
Park.

$1,250,000

apr.com | WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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This week’s news, features and community events.

Blazing through the neighborhood

A bicyclist pushes up the hill on Farm Hill Road during the Tour de Menlo cycling event sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Menlo Park and the Almanac on Sept. 24. More than 170 riders took part in the event,
which raised money for tutoring and scholarships. See story on Page 18.
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Atherton

B Facing revolt, City Council dumps excavation
fee. Page 5
B A group of residents and builders are moving

ahead with plan to recall Councilwoman Kathy
McKeithen. Page 12

Menlo Park

B Council OK’d zoning change for former Cadillac
site in approving Derry project. Page 11

B Two camps stand ground at council election
forum. Page 5

People

B Woodside college student helps fight AIDS in
Africa. Page 34

Schools

B School busing: Is it feasible in Menlo Park?
Page 10

Sports

B Menlo Park teen wins national paralympics
swim event. Page 37

Police and fire

B Former Menlo Park recreation leader Tyrone
Williams charged with child molestation. Page 9

B Huddart Park blaze burns two acres. Page 9
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CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

On the cover

Guatemalan women from the villages surround-

ing Lake Atitlan in Santiago wash their clothes in

the lake, where they also get their drinking water.
Members of the Menlo Park Rotary Club and Rotary
International visited three villages near the lake in
late June, as well as two others, to find ways that their
club could help purify the water. The photo, by Rog-
er Toguchi, was taken from the Rotarians’ hotel
across the way. See story, Page 14.
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addiction
humng
anyone

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol

and other drugs. Our services are offered in a warm and caring
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals
gain control over their lives.

The Sequoia Center is licensed through
the State of California to deliver:

—Call today 1-800-997-5504
to schedule a fiee, confidential
assessment with one
of our Specialists.

sequoia
q CENTER
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES
650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 « www.sequoiacenter.com

e Medical Detoxification
e Quipatient Treatment (Day & Evening)
* Residential Treatment

o Integrated Behavioral Health
Programs /Partial Hospitalization
/Day Treatment

HEALTH HOPE « RECOVERY
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e VGikébeskhe 3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
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z F— 650-851-1511

= Open 6:30AM - 8PM

L

Sale Dates: Sept. 27, 28, 29, 30
www.robertsmarket.com

0 D '\ Spinach UCE ywwwq
rganic — Does Not Contain Spinac

52.99.
California

SPRING MIX

AVOCADOS A 99¢,,
RASPBERRIES % $2.49..
e @S 5249,

W DEL] ¥ O
Mexican Chicken Salad

... Grilled chicken, cherry tomatoes, black beans,
avocado, green onions, romaine lettuce, 99
balsamic olive oil dressing, Romano cheese /)

-, Fulvi Romano Cheese ¢¢)29
e e L Sheep’s milk
I SAVE $1.00 A POUND !1!

S

Che @%m't oﬁ Desire

Figs have been eaten as culinary delicacies since the beginning of recorded history —
some say as far back as Adam and Eve. Also known in mythology as the fruit of desire, figs

> T perfect for all sorts of winter taste treats. Dried figs — almost

& 90 percent of the world’s fig production goes into making the
dried version — make a wonderful addition to a cheese-and-fruit
dessert tray, with their meaty, creamy texture and concentrated
sweet taste. Fresh figs are a highly perishable fruit, which
explains why they are so often dried, but absolutely worth sam-
pling if you get the chance. Wrapped in paper-thin prosciutto,

~ fresh figs make an elegant, classic Italian appetizer.

Figs are perfect as part of fruit and cheese trays, but are also used in great cuisine.
We carry the freshest of fruits and an extensive selection of exotic cheeses from around the
world. We also carry everything you need for that great dinner party or just for a great casual
meal. If time is tight we carry many wonderful prepared, gourmet meals that just need to be
heated before serving. We treat all food with respect and feature freshness, innovation, and
variety, coupled with outstanding service.

Hint: More than one billion Fig Newtons are sold every year in the U.S., ranking them
among America’s three most popular cookies.

PRI CROCERY 7 & T &N
SUNMAID RAISINS - MINI SNACKS $1.79

SKINNY COW LOW FAT ICE CREAM SANDWICHES $2.39

6 pack

CLOVER ORGANIC LOW FAT YOGURT 69¢

6 oz.
PEPSI-DR. PEPPER-MOUNTAIN DEW $2.29
EEBN_SLSEMEI‘E\(I;LI'\KN MARINADE DRESSING $ 2.69

12 oz. 6-pack cans — Plus Calif. Redeem Value
4Gr|3"EpEa|(ik FOREST BATHROOM TISSUE $1.1 9
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Never heard of it!

FRANCE is rife with small wine appellations that most people have never </
beard of. Frequently, the best wines from these regions offer excellent quality, regional
character and great value. Try something new... you may be surprised.

Here are a few suggestions to get you started —

2005 Lapeyre, Jurancon Sec —

A crisp, juicy, delicious white from the Southwest.

2004 Ch. du Hureau, Saumor-Champigny —
A silky-smooth Cabernet Franc from the Loire Valley.

2003 Dom. de Courbissac, Minorvois — Reg. $14.00 .... Sale - $11.95
A spicy red from the Languedoc. Rhone-like.

2003 Ch. Val Joanis, Cotes du Luberon — Reg. $14.00 .... Sale - $11.95

A high-altitude Syrah with real intensity and vigor.

2004 Dom. de Piaugier, Sablet — Reg. $14.00 .... Sale - $11.95
A beautiful village designated Cotes-du-Rhone.

2003 Arretxea, Irouleguy — Reg. $20.00 .... Sale - $16.95

A hearty blend of Cabernet, Merlot and the powerful Tannat.
2003 La Bastide Blanche, Bandol —

Noble reds dominated by the spicy/aromatic Mourvedre grape.
Sale prices are net. No further discounts apply.

Reg. $13.00 .... Sale - $10.95

Reg. $14.00 ... Sale - $11.95

Reg. $24.00 ... Sale - $19.95

¥ EMEAT / SEAFOOD P& ¢

CHOICE USDA
TOP SIRLOIN

CHOICE USDA

CHATEAU BRIAND
PETRALE SOLE (& \,; 13.98.
ALASKAN HALIBUT

$17.98.




Local News

MENLO PARK

Police report
11 burglaries
in one week

Menlo Park police report
11 residential burglaries
in the past week, includ-
ing four in Menlo Park’s
Allied Arts neighborhood,
where police have increased
nighttime patrols and dis-
tributed fliers to residents’
mailboxes warning them
to lock their windows and
doors at night.

About half of the 11 bur-
glaries occurred east of El
Camino Real. Computers
were known to be taken in
four of the burglaries.

Three homes in the Wil-
lows neighborhood were
burgled, two in the Flood
Park Triangle neighborhood
and one in Belle Haven.

West of El Camino Real,
the incidents included a
home on Hoover Street in
downtown Menlo Park and
four in Allied Arts.

In a Sept. 20 burglary on
Blake Street in the Allied
Arts neighborhood, some-
one got in without the use
of burglary tools and got
out with $3,000 worth of
unspecified goods, police
said.

In each of three burglaries
on College Avenue on Sept.
18, the method of entry was
again through an unlocked
window or door. In one
case, $40 in cash was stolen,
in another things were just
moved around a bit, and
in the third some juice and
bottled water was taken
from a garage.

The danger in a crime like
this is that a resident wakes
up to noises, goes down-
stairs to investigate and
ends up in a confrontation,
police said.

“That’s the scary part,”
said Sgt. Ron Prickett of the
Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment. “We’re hoping that it
doesn’t turn into anything
but a property crime. If
(residents) don’t want to
investigate the bump in
the night themselves, they
should call 911.”

For tips on how to protect
your home, call 330-6300
and ask for Liz Fambrini,
ext. 376, or Officer Scott
Mackdanz, ext. 338, at the
code enforcement office.

ATHERTON

WoobDsIDE |

PorRTOLA VALLEY

Atherton council dumps excavation fee

B Council members say they
were shocked by the size of

the fees, in one case amounting
to more than $90,000.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

therton builders who paid a contro-
A\rlsrsial excavation fee will get their
oney back.

The fee was unceremoniously dumped by
the City Council at its September 20 meet-
ing, following a public outcry and threats
of litigation.

Council members voted unanimously, and
without comment, to rescind the fee — a sur-
charge of $22 per cubic yard of dirt trucked
on- or off-site — by passing a resolution that
cited “substantial unanticipated financial bur-
dens” caused by the fee. The town will refund
the approximately $350,000, plus interest, that
was collected since May 2005.

After the meeting, council members told the

Almanac they were shocked by the size of the
excavation fees, in one case reportedly amount-
ing to more than $90,000.

City Attorney Marc Hynes announced the
council’s intention at the very beginning of
the meeting, stunning the crowd of more than
100 people, many of whom who had shown
up expressly to complain about the excavation
fee.

“You all have pulled the rug out from under
me. I spent hours and hours preparing for a
tight,” said Atherton resident Carol Flaherty,
avocal opponent of the fee.

She thanked the council for taking residents’
concerns seriously.

Atherton added the excavation surcharge
over a year ago after a town-commissioned
study found that dirt-laden trucks caused
extensive damage to its streets.

Since the fee took effect, the town has
issued 20 excavation permits and collected
approximately $350,000 in off-haul fees,
according to Gary Binger, the town’s interim
planning/building administrator.

The AImanac/Dawd Boyce
Atherton City Attorney Marc Hynes, left,
announced the council’s intention to drop the
fee. City Manager Jim Robinson is on the right.

A town audit turned up $134,000 in exca-
vation fees that should have been charged by
the building department but weren’t. Those
uncollected fees stemmed from fewer than
one dozen permits issued the first week the

See FEES, page 8

Candidates shake hands and
chat after the forum that drew
about 100 people to the Menlo

Park council chambers.

Photo by Michael Mullady

By Rory Brown

Two camps stand ground at MP election forum

espite claims by Menlo
DPark City Council candi-

dates that the city’s politi-
cal scene doesn’t have to be divid-
ed, two distinct camps exchanged
blows at a forum last week.

The two sides agreed on the key
problems facing the city — lag-
ging sales tax revenue, a shortage
of sports fields, and vacant prop-
erties on El Camino Real — but
were split on the solutions.

The Derry project referen-
dum and the Bayfront Park
ballot measure were key mat-
ters that divided the candidates

Union, real estate agents
announce endorsements, Page 12

into two clear-cut camps.

Each side has put forward three
candidates to vie for three open
seats on the five-person council,
and the candidates didn’t shy
away from criticizing their oppo-
nents in front of some 100 people
at the forum, some of whom
submitted written questions for
the candidates to answer.

The forum was hosted by
the League of Women Voters
of South San Mateo County

and sponsored by the David D.
Bohannon Organization.

Incumbents Lee Duboc and
Mickie Winkler have sided with
John Boyle, a member of the
city’s transportation commis-
sion, to keep the council under
the control of the current major-
ity, and, in their words, “move
forward” with improving the
city’s economy, including its
sales tax base.

The majority’s opponents are
Linfield Oaks resident Vincent
Bressler and parks and recre-
ation commissioners Richard
Cline and Heyward Robinson.
These three candidates say they
are running independent cam-

paigns — they each have their
own campaign literature while
their opponents are pooling their
resources— but are supported by
key political figures who oppose
the current majority.

“The current council majority
is good at making decisions, but
bad at getting results,” said Mr.
Robinson. He pointed to the city’s
decreased sales tax revenue.

Mr. Boyle said the city has
“turned a corner” as the cur-
rent majority has made strides
in making the city more busi-
ness-friendly. He said he wants
to continue a process sparked

See ELECTION, page 8
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everybody loves
chocolale:.

@ LG
T g hn & peam P Part Phone
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MY MUSIC P Part MP3
All Songs
- Playlists P Totally Sweet
. Artists
. Genres
. Albums

. Settings Exclusively from Verizon Wireless

. Get V CAST Music

. Bync M::s:l: $14999

=" Weriyon

0=l oh &L & B ==

$199.99 2-year price less $50 mail-in rebate.
New 2-year activation required.

Visit our San Leandro Store located at:
1933 Davis Street, Suite 115

Vveri ONwircless

We never stop working for youe

2 Tues CHRIS BROWN APPEARING LIVE!

G 6@0‘”« See Chris Brown live at the Verizon Wireless Communications Store in San Leandro
BV on Friday, October 6, at 3 p.m. Come down to find out how you can win tickets

to see Chris Brown in concert at the Oakland Arena that night.

Activation fee per line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt., Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. $175 termination fee per line, other charges & restrictions. Offers & coverage not available everywhere. Network details & coverage maps at
verizonwireless.com. Phone offer: In CA: Sales tax calculated on full retail price of phones. Rebate takes up to 6 weeks. While supplies last. Limited-time offer. Shipping charges may apply. ©2006 Verizon Wireless
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Mark Flegel takes top Rotary post

Owner of Flegel’s furnishings heads a district with 39 clubs, 2,000 members

By Jane Knoerle

Almanac Lifestyles Editor

s a district governor of

Rotary International,

Mark Flegel of Ather-
ton has a big job, but he is
well-prepared for it.

On July 1 he began a
one-year term as governor
of District 5150 of Rotary
International, which includes
San Mateo, San Francisco
and Marin counties. He was
elected by a nominating com-
mittee made up of the last
five governors of the district.

Mr. Flegel, who is president
of Flegel’s Home Furnishings
in Menlo Park, has been a
member of the Menlo Park
Rotary Club since 1982, and
served as the club’s president
in 1992. To be eligible to
become district governor, a
Rotarian must be a past presi-
dent of his club and have held
district positions.

Mr. Flegel’s preparation for
the new job included training
sessions in 2004, 2005 and
2006. The final seven-day
session in February in San
Diego was attended by 529
governors-elect from 168
countries.

“On the last night we were
asked to come in national
costume,” he says. What did
he wear? A tuxedo.

Mr. Flegel’s wife, Anne,
accompanied him to all the
training session locations. The
wives of governors are also
expected to represent Rotary
International and attend
many district functions.

Mr. Flegel’s district has 39
clubs with a total of 2,000
members. Since July he has
visited and spoken at each
one.

“I have found each club
has its own personality, and
I have been amazed by the
volume of community and
international service our dis-
trict performs,” he says.

“We are one of the smaller
districts in size in Rotary
International. The largest
includes all of Alaska and
Russia to the Ural Moun-
tains,” he says.

Mr. Flegel is well aware
of the big picture in Rotary
International. In June he
attended the Rotary Interna-
tional convention in Copen-
hagan, Denmark, with 15,000
delegates. The year before,
when Rotary International
marked its 100th anniversary
in its founding city, Chicago,
he was one of 30,000 del-
egates.

Rotary’s Web site, www.

Anne and Mark Flegel are a team when it comes to attending
many Rotary functions.

rotary.org., says Rotarians
belong to more than 32,000
clubs in more than 200 coun-
tries and geographical areas.

Membership in the clubs
represents a cross-section of
a community’s business and
professional men and women.
Rotary clubs meet weekly, are
non-political, non-sectarian,
and open to all cultures, races
and creeds.

Menlo Park Rotary meets
each Wednesday in the Men-
lo Park Recreation Center
and has 70 members.

Mr. Flegel has goals for his
year in office. One is to raise
membership in his district
by 25 percent. How do you
accomplish this? “We ask
club members to invite their
friends or business contacts
to lunch to learn more about
Rotary. Several clubs have
already reached their goal.”

Another goal is for the dis-
trict to raise $500,000 this
year to help fund some of
Rotary’s 25,000 humanitarian
projects around the world.

In his district newsletter
message, Mr. Flegel says: “By
cleaning parks and trails, pro-
viding dictionaries for third-
graders, tutoring fourth-grad-
ers, digging wells in Ghana,
providing clean water for a
migrant camp in Mexico, our
district leads the way in ser-
vice ideas that become reality
and change lives.”

Mr. Flegel is a walking
encyclopedia on Rotary good
works. He can quote facts
and figures on an impressive
array of projects, including a
massive drive to rid the world
of polio. Rotary is part of a

global partnership that since

1985 has reduced the number
of polio cases in the world by
99 percent, he says.

“In one day, 120 million
children were immunized
against polio in India,” he
says. “Six hundred million
dollars and 20 years later,
polio is only endemic in four
countries, with less than
1,000 infected. That’s Rotary
in action.”

Rotarians have also played
an important role in the
United Nations, he says, since
its founding in San Fran-
cisco in 1945. Fifty-four of
the original delegates were
Rotarians and the first five
secretary-generals were, t0o.
Rotary also has a permanent
seat at the United Nations.

When Rotary Day is celebrat-
ed November 4 at the United
Nations headquarters in New
York City, Mr. Flegel and his
wife, Anne, will be present.
They will attend Rotary Day
ceremonies and a brunch the
next day with Bill Boyd, Rota-
ry International president, and
15 fellow governors.

While taking part in the
international scene is a
heady adventure, the Flegels
also do their part at home.
For the past 20 years, they
have hosted young profes-
sionals in their home as part
of Rotary International’s
group study exchange. They
are also currently hosting a
16-year-old girl from the
country of Georgia, who is
participating in a Rotary
Youth Exchange Program
while attending Sequoia
High School. &

REAL ESTATE Q&A ~

by Gloria Darke -

New condominium in a
large development

§

o

Q. I recently bought a new
condominium in a large development.
Maybe because it is one of the few new
condos downtown, it has appreciated a
lot. I would like to sell now as I have
concerns about the market and that it
may be going down. However, I have only
owned it for 6 months and it has been an
investment property for me. What are the
consequences of selling now?

A.  Owners who sell an investment property, that
is one that is not owner-occupied, before they’ve
held it for one year, are required to treat the sale as
a short-term capital gain and pay tax at ordinary
income tax rates.

The rate can go as high as 35% depending
on your tax bracket. That means you could
lose much of the gain you have made in a short
period of time. If you hold the property for a
year or more before selling, sale proceeds are
considered long-term capital gains and are taxed
at 15%.

One way sellers can defer any tax obligation

on the sale of investment property that’s not
owner-occupied is to plow the proceeds into
property equivalent in value under Section 1031
of the Tax Code. Of course, this begs the ques-
tion: if you think the market is going down, why
would you invest in another property? However,
you can never market-time. If you are happy
with the profit you have made on your condo-
minium and want out of it, you should sell or
exchange. But maybe the better thing to do is
hold on for another six months, see where the
price is then and think about selling with only

a 15% capital gain. History has shown that the
real estate market always comes back after a cor-
rection so you may even decide to keep it.

If you decide to do an exchange, you have up
to 45 days to identify a comparable property and
180 days to conclude the transfer.

A real estate professional can help you find
the property and make the sale, but an exchange
intermediary must handle the exchange part of
the transaction.

For more information on 1031 exchanges,
feel free to call me. We have the names of
exchange companies and any other information
you may need.

analysis of your property.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me
at gdarke@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free market

STANFORD

LIVELY ARTS

OCTOBER 2006
1 Charles Wadsworth and
Spoleto USA Chamber Music
mn What Makes It Great?
with Rob Kapilow
and the Stanford
Chamber Strings
15 St. Lawrence S$tring Quartet
with Pedja Muzijevic, piano
18 Academy of St. Martin in the
Fields Chamber Ensemble
20 Natalie MacMaster, fidd/le
25 Badi Assad
28 Rinde Eckert, Horizon
28-29 Diavolo Dance Company

NOVEMBER 2006
3 Manuel Barrueco, guitar, with
Cuarteto Latinoamericano

DECEMBER 2006

1 Kronos Quartet

3 St. Lawrence String Quartet
with Jon Kimura Parker, piano

12-13 A Chanticleer Christmas

JANUARY 2007
10 Gryphon Trio
12 Anonymous 4,
Long Time Traveling
20 Ute Lemper
24 $& Percussion
26-27 Richard Alston
Dance Company
28 Ladysmith Black Mambazo
31 Roby Lakatos Ensemble

FEBRUARY 2007

3 Anthony de Mare, piano,
and Steven Mayer, piano,
The American Piano

Jerry Quickley’s,

Live From the Front
Emerson String Quartet
King’s Singers

Kenny Endo Taike Ensemble
with Stanford Taiko

What Makes It Great? with
Robk Kapilow and Vassily
Primakov, piano

MARCH 2007

2 Borromeo String Quartet

4 Tafelmusik Baroque
Orchestra, The Four Seasons:
A Cycle of the Sun

7 Klezmer en Buenos Aires

14 Boys of the Lough

16 Company Vincent Mantsoe,

Men-Jaro

Aguila Theatre Company,

The Canterbury Tales

17-18

APRIL 2007
1 Jupiter String Quartet
7 Louis Lortie, piano

n Paco Pena with the Stanford
Chamber Chorale

22 St. Lawrence String Quartet
with Tara Helen O’Connor, flute;
Daniel Phillips,
violin; and Andrés Diaz, cello

Irvin Mayfield and the New
Orleans Jazz Orchestra

Emio Greco | PC, Hel/
Deborah Voigt, soprano

ORDER NOW!
http://livelyarts.stanford.edu
650-725-ARTS (2787)

September 27, 2006 m The Almanac m 7




Facing revolt, council |
dumps off-haul fee

FEES

continued from page 5

excavation surcharge went into
effect.

Council members had asked
for alegal analysis of the excava-
tion fee, which they apparently
received during a closed-session
meeting with the city attorney.

A number of contractors and
residents called the excavation
fee exorbitant and said it repre-
sents an illegal tax.

According to Ms. Flaherty, the
town is already compensated for
construction-related road dam-
age through its road-impact fees,
and the excavation surcharge
amounted to an excessive double
charge. She said the excavation fee
for a retaining wall on her prop-
erty amounted to over $55,000.

Since the end of June, the town
has entered into four standstill
agreements with protesting build-
ers allowing excavation to go on
while delaying collection of the
fee until the dispute is resolved.
State Controller Steve Westly
and Ms. Flaherty are among the
four with standstill agreements,
according to Mr. Binger.

The council’s rationale for
revoking the feeis that it “resulted
in charges substantially greater
than expected on some new
construction or reconstruction
projects, and has resulted in sub-
stantial unanticipated financial
burdens on some individuals,”
according to the resolution pre-
pared by Mr. Hynes.

It was silent on the issue of the
off-haul fee’s legality.

“T applaud the decision and I do

not ask for further explanation,”
Ms. Flaherty said at the meeting.

Councilman Alan Carlson
told the Almanac that the
council discussed the subject
in closed session because some
people had clearly threatened
litigation against the town.

A review of the original staff
reports shows the council didn’t
anticipate the burden the fee
would place on some builders,
Mr. Carlson said.

“There was a lot of discussion
that went on in closed session
which T can’t talk about, but
I think it’s fair to say we were
amazed at the size of the bills
people were getting from the
excavation fee,” Councilman
Jim Janz told the Almanac. “I
think rescission was the only
option — we would have had a
taxpayer revolt on our hands.”

He said he couldn’t comment
on whether the fee was legal or
illegal, but that the argument
that it was unfair to have an
excavation surcharge and road-
impact fees had merit.

“Some people call it double
dipping, and they would’ve had
a good argument, frankly,” Mr.
Janz said.

Losing the revenue from the
excavation fees will cause a drop
of about one-quarter in the town’s
annual roadwork budget, said
Mayor Charles Marsala. He said
the uproar caused by the off-haul
fee pointed to the need for more
community outreach or council
study sessions before the fee was
approved.

“Hindsight is always easier,”
he said. &

Allied Arts permit approved

A new permit for the Allied Arts
Guild in Menlo Park to expand
its operations was approved by
the City Council on a 5-0 vote at
its September 19 meeting.

The permit is a compromise
between the Woodside-Ather-
ton Auxiliary, the owner and
operator of the guild, and the
neighborhood group that pre-
viously sued over expanded
operation of the guild.

Under the new permit, the
auxiliary has reduced, from its
original proposal, the number
and size of evening events pro-
posed for the guild’s complex at
75 Arbor Road.

The agreement was reached in
July, 10 months after Allied Arts
Neighbors, the neighborhood
group, successfully appealed a
lower court ruling that allowed
the auxiliary to expand opera-
tions at the guild.

H MENLO WATCH

Environmental awards

The deadline for nomina-
tions for Menlo Park’s “Envi-
ronmental Quality Awards” is
Oct. 3.

Nominations are sought by
the Environmental Quality
Commission, which awards
individuals, businesses, groups
and organizations for environ-
mentally conscious projects,
practices and activities.

Nomination forms, which
include descriptions of the
award categories, can be down-
loaded online. Go to Menlo-
Park.org, and under “News
Releases” click on “Nomina-
tions for environmental qual-
ity awards invited.” E-mail
completed nomination forms
to ddryer@menlopark.org.
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Above, an aerial view of five
of the candidates. The sixth,
incumbent Mickie Winkler,
makes a point at right.

Photos by Michael Mullady

Two camps stand ground at MP forum

ELECTION

continued from page 5

by Ms. Winkler and Ms. Duboc
— consideration of putting some
city services out for competitive
bid to cut the city’s costs.

Derry project

All three of the majority’s
opponents said they support the
referendum campaign against
the Derry project, a plan to build
135 condominiums and more
than 22,500 square feet of com-
mercial space between El Cami-
no Real and the train station. The
council approved the project 4-1,
with Andy Cohen opposed.

Ms. Duboc said the project will
enhance the city’s downtown
area, and turn “commuters into
residents.” She said the referen-
dum campaign is motivated by
politics.

Mr. Cline said the plans for
the building are “beautiful,” but
questioned the long-term vision
for El Camino Real.

“We can't just spot-plan this
through,” he said. “Let’s take a step
back and plan the entire corridor.

Bayfront Park

The camps are also divided on
Measure J, the advisory ballot
measure that asks voters if they
support moving forward with
plans to build sports fields for

B SCHOOL BUSING?

The forum’s audience clapped
enthusiastically when Councilwoman
Lee Duboc said the Menlo Park City
School District is looking at a plan
to bus children to and from schools,
and thus cutting into traffic conges-
tion. See “School busing: Is it fea-
sible in Menlo Park?’ on Page 10.

$15 million to $17 million at
the 160-acre Bayfront Park off
Marsh Road.

“This is a contentious issue,
and we’ve put it to the voters for
that reason,” Ms. Winkler said.
“We won’t do anything that puts
anyone at risk, including the
environment.”

Mr. Bressler said the current
majority has “ignored” recom-
mendations by the parks com-
mission to build fields on other
sites, and past councils should

have negotiated with developers
to build additional fields.

Really divided?
The candidates had different
takes on the state of the council

m ON CABLETV

The candidate forum will be
broadcast on cable Channel 27
on Tuesday, Sept. 26, at 9 p.m.;
Wednesday, Sept. 27, at 1 p.m,;
and Friday, Sept. 29, at 9 p.m.

and local politics.

“I question the assertion we have
a polarized City Council,” Mr.
Boyle said, prompting moans and
laughter from the audience. He
said that 13 percent of the current
council’s decisions have been made
by 3-2 votes, and that the notion
that council is always divided has
been created by the press.

The majority’s opponents said
the council is polarized, and
pegged blame on the majority,
which doesn’t encourage public
input, they said.

Mr. Bressler said his views “cut
across the polarization,” which
also prompted some laughter
from the audience.

One thing the candidates did
agree on is the need to mitigate
increased traffic.

Ms. Winkler said the city should
eliminate parking on El Camino
Real during business hours, and
consider grade separations at the
railroad crossings and another
turn lane on northbound El Cami-
no Real at Ravenswood Avenue.

Mr. Cline said the city should
direct traffic toward Sand Hill
Road rather than El Camino
Real.

Ms. Duboc noted that the
Menlo Park City School District is
looking at setting up a system to
bus children to and from schools,
decreasing traffic in neighbor-
hoods near schools. B
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Former MP recreation leader
charged with child molestation

B Three cousins
claim to be victims.

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

police in Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, detectives from the
Menlo Park Police Department
have arrested a former recreation
leader from the city’s Onetta Har-
ris Community Center on charges
of child sexual molestation that
occurred between 1995 and 1997.
Tyrone Darnell Williams, 28,
was arrested in Oak Grove, Ken-
tucky, on 55 counts that range
from inappropriate touching to
sexual intercourse, said Deputy
District Attorney Melissa McK-
owan. She said she issued a war-
rant for Mr. Williams’ arrest on
Sept. 8 after three of his cousins,
all of whom were under the age of
14 at the time of the alleged inci-

In a cooperative effort with

dents, came for-
ward and told
their stories.

It is unclear
how long Mr.
Williams
worked for
the city, but he -
was definitely Tyrone Williams
employed at
the Onetta Harris center in the
Belle Haven neighborhood, Ms.
McKowan said. She added that
none of the crimes he is accused
of occurred in the context of his
work at the community center,
but rather are alleged to have taken
place “in a home setting.”

After the warrant was issued,
three Menlo Park police detec-
tives, acting on a tip, traveled to
Kentucky where they enlisted the
help of local police to find Mr.
Williams, said Major William
Dukes of the Oak Grove Police
Department. He was arrested on

Sept. 14.

In looking for him, Major
Dukes said Oak Grove officers
and Menlo Park detectives ini-
tially staked out an apartment
in Oak Grove but shifted opera-
tions to just across the state line
in Clarksville, Tennessee, after
neighbors tipped them off that
Mr. Williams had moved there.

Mr. Williams, given a choice
of being arrested in Tennessee or
Kentucky, chose Kentucky and
was interviewed in Oak Grove by
the Menlo Park detectives, who
then brought him back to Califor-
nia after he waived his extradition
rights, Major Dukes said.

Mr. Williams is now in the
San Mateo County jail with bail
set at $1 million and with a
preliminary hearing set for 9
a.m. Friday, Oct. 6 at the San
Mateo County Superior Court
in Redwood City, Ms. McK-
owan said. B

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi
Dousing embers left from the 2-acre wildfire in Huddart Park are two state prison inmates, crew members
working with the California Department of Forestry’s Delta Community Camp.

Huddart Park blaze burns 2 acres

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

irefighters are investigating the source of a

blaze in a remote section of Huddart Park in

Woodside. The 2-acre wildfire was contained
just before 11 a.m. on Sept. 25, about 8 hours after
it was first reported, said Chief Armando Muela of
the Woodside Fire Protection District.

It took fire crews more than four hours to locate
the fire and then, using a bulldozer and hand
crews, to clear a path to reach it.

The fire appears to have originated alongside the
popular Crystal Springs trail, near its junction with
the Dean trail, said Woodside Fire Marshal Denise
Enea. As of Monday afternoon, investigators saw no
sign of arson, although it’s likely that some kind of
human intervention caused it, she said.

“I don’t think we’ll ever know what started it,” Ms.
Enea said. “I'd like to believe it was just carelessness.”

Seventy-one firefighters, six fire engines, two water
tenders and two inmate hand crews fought the fire,
jointly commanded by the California Department of
Forestry and Woodside fire, said Scott Jalbert, a CDF
battalion chief. Crews had a tough time getting water
to the fire, because the trail was too steep and nar-
row for the large water tenders, said Tena Anderson,
a CDF battalion chief.

A helicopter was called in to drop water on the blaze
for about an hour in the morning, said Chief Muela.

There were no injuries, evacuations or struc-
tures threatened by the fire.

Huddart Park was closed all morning and CDF
crews were set to spend the night making sure
the fire was out. The fire was largely restricted to
underbrush and leaf debris in a heavily wooded
area, a mixed canopy of oak and madrone trees.

The aftermath of the fire resembled a con-
trolled burn, with trees intact but much of the dry
brush cleared out, Mss. Anderson said. &

FOOTHILL COLLEGE

Invites you to join us at our guest location at
Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC)
2575 Sand Hill Rd., Menlo Park (408) 864-8817
(Just Minutes from either Foothill Expwy or 280)

A SIX-WEEK
INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL
PLANNING CLASS

Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00 PM. It is better to register now, but you
may also register the first evening of class on Oct. 11th. (Class #254). The cost
is $65. No prior financial knowledge is required. To register call (408) 864-8817,
or go online, www.shortcourses.fthda.edu (in the Financial Planning section).

“Outstanding Course!”

“| don’t want to exaggerate, but | truly believe this course has
improved my life and my financial well-being. The instructors
had an outstanding command of the material and presented it

thoughtfully and with great humor & insight.”

Some of the Topics Are:
$ THREE STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESSFULLY BUILDING A
STOCK PORTFOLIO
$ THE BEST WAYS OF INVESTING IN REAL ESTATE
$ ANNUITIES, BONDS & MUTUAL FUNDS
$ RETIREMENT STRATEGIES & PLANNING
$ ACHIEVING TAX-FREE INCOME
$ PROTECTING WEALTH & ASSETS IN TROUBLED TIMES
$ MANAGING YOUR MONEY TO YOUR ADVANTAGE
$ TAX-DEFERRED SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
$ WHAT TO DO RIGHT NOW & FINANCIAL PLANNING
$ HOW TO CHOOSE A TOP-NOTCH ADVISOR
$ TURNING THE MOST COMMON FINANCIAL MISTAKES INTO PROFIT
$ IRAs: WHAT WALL STREET WON'T TELL YOU
$ ECONOMIC HEDGING & ASSET ALLOCATION
$ INCREASING INCOME: WHICH CDs OR T-BILLS ARE SUPERIOR
$ AND MUCH, MUCH MORE INCLUDING ROLLOVERS

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR

Steve Lewis is President of Lewis & Mathews Investment
Management, Inc., which is a personal financial advisory firm in
Menlo Park. He teaches investment courses for various colleges
and institutions in the area. He is a financial author and has
appeared on national radio and television. He is a past officer
and has served as a board member of the S. C. International
Association of Financial Planners. He has served on the National
Academy Advisory Board of IAFP and is a member of the Palo
Alto Financial Planning Forum. Among others, he has written for
Money Magazine and Dow Jones’ Barron’s.

Steve Lewis has taught over 30,000 Northern
Californians his money managing techniques

TAXES * FINANCIAL PLANNING * REAL ESTATE
STOCKS * MUTUAL FUNDS * TRUSTS
SOME COMMENTS FROM PAST CLASS MEMBERS:
“This course has been excellent, very informative and enlightening.”
“...Very objective in presentation of material...”
“Opened up a vast field unexpectedly.”
“I' have looked forward to each class like opening a new package each week.”
“The course exceeded my expectations.”
“...I personally benefited a great deal from the subject covered.”
“...Avery helpful, well thought out, well presented course. | have
recommended it to many people.”
“Well done, informative, stimulating.”
“Terrific! Loved the course.”
“Your ability to take subject matter to which | have never been exposed and
make it understandable commands my highest respect.”
“This course has been excellent in motivating me to understand the major
tools and techniques to use.”
“Extremely informative.”

THIS IS THE ONLY AD THAT WILL APPEAR FOR THIS
COURSE. PLEASE CUT OUT AND BRING TO CLASS

(This space donated to Foothill College. Not paid with tax dollars.)
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School busing: Is it feasible in Menlo Park?

B Major obstacles: cost and whether
enough parents will use it.

By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

concerns about traffic con-

gestion around schools, the
Menlo Park City School District
has asked an outside consulting
team to study the feasibility and
costs of providing bus trans-
portation for students traveling
from home to school and back.

Among the obstacles: the cost
and whether enough parents
will actually use it.

A survey of parents last May
showed there was “strong support
for school transportation, but
many families wouldn’t use it,”
said school board president Laura
Rich, who tabulated the results.

In response to community

Trustees have signed an agree-
ment with a state-funded agen-
cy, the Fiscal Crisis and Man-
agement Assistance Team, to
conduct the study. The team
operates from the office of the
Kern County Superintendent of
Schools.

Team representative Mike Rea
plans to come to the district and
begin the study in mid-October.
The report should be ready for
review at a board meeting in
early January, said Superinten-
dent Ken Ranella.

Trustees also asked the team
to address the feasibility and
costs associated with:

B Shuttle service between
designated points in the com-
munity.

B Busing for school field
trips.

B Transportation for students
living in the Ravenswood dis-
trict and voluntarily attending
Menlo Park schools under the
Tinsley program, created under
a court settlement in 1986

A survey of parents
showed there was
‘strong support for school
transportation, but many
families wouldn’t use it.’

to reduce racial isolation and
improve educational achieve-
ment.

Transportation for Tinsley
students is provided through

a busing agreement with the
Sequoia Union High School
District, and funded by the
participating districts and the
state.

Major obstacles

Cost is a major obstacle to
busing because the district is
not eligible for state funding
for school transportation, Mr.
Ranella said. Bond funds cannot
be used for transportation.

Among questions needing
answers: How much would
transportation costs encroach
on district funds for educating
students? How many fami-
lies would actually use school
bus transportation? How much
would families be willing to pay
for bus transportation?

A total of 666 parents, repre-
senting 849 students (of about

Just go to thedoctorforyou.com and choose a doctor

affiliated with the Palo Alto Medical Foundation.

Orchid Ghaffari, M.D., Pediatrics
Los Altos

At TheDoctorForYou.com, you can search for a doctor who is right for you based on what’s
important to you - such as specialty, location, gender and more. And when you choose a
physician affiliated with the Palo Alto Medical Clinic, you’ll have access to a team of the most
highly-rated primary care and specialty physicians in the state. At the Palo Alto

&

Medical Foundation, we are dedicated to using advanced tools like electronic health records to

provide you and your family with the quality care you deserve. Visit TheDoctorForYou.com
and find your doctor today.

Palo Alto Medical

Foundation
A Sutter Health Affiliate

With You. For Life.

pamf.org * Castro Valley * Fremont ¢ Los Altos  Palo Alto ® Portola Valley ¢ Redwood City ® Redwood Shores
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2,200 students enrolled in the
district) responded to the sur-
vey. Sixty-two percent said a
busing program should be self-
supporting. Almost 25 percent
said they would support busing
if the fees did not exceed $750 a
year, but that support dropped
to 6.4 percent if the fees were up
to $1,000 a child per year.

School bus transportation
vanished in the Menlo Park dis-
trict after passage of Proposition
13 in 1978, which limited prop-
erty taxes to 1 percent of the
assessed value. Annual increases
in assessed value are capped at 2
percent. Previously, local prop-
erty taxes furnished two-thirds
of school revenue. &

Special meeting
Wednesday on

school planning

The Menlo Park City School
District is considering chang-
ing the grade configurations
and attendance area of its ele-
mentary schools to deal with
anticipated enrollment growth
through 2015.

The public is invited to a
special board meeting at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 27, to hear
and comment on initial reports
on this topic. The meeting will
be in the Encinal School multi-
use room, 195 Encinal Ave. in
Atherton.

Voters approved in June a
$91 million bond measure to
expand and update the district’s
schools.

Before developing facility
projects, the district needs to
determine the size of enrollment
and grade levels at each elemen-
tary school, said Superintendent
Ken Ranella.

“It is evident, given the size
and capacities of our schools,
that Encinal, our largest cam-
pus, must substantially grow in
enrollment, and Oak Knoll and
Laurel schools must be struc-
tured to decline,” he said.

During the meeting, the
superintendent will present ini-
tial studies, and options for
reconfiguring Laurel, Encinal
and Oak Knoll schools. Com-
munity members will have an
opportunity to comment during
a public hearing.

Topics for further study may
be identified by the board and
discussed at its special meeting
Wednesday, October 25.

YOUR SOURCE FOR
LOCAL INFORMATION

neAlmanac
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Former Cadillac site rezoned, too

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

en the Menlo Park
City Council recently
approved the Derry

project, consisting of 135 condo-
miniums and more than 22,500
square feet of commercial space
near Fl Camino Real, it also set
the gears in motion for an equally
dense development right next door
—aswell as for a possible challenge
on procedural and legal grounds by
a group of unhappy residents.

At the same time the council
green-lighted the Derry project,
it also rezoned the adjacent 3.45-
acre site at 1300 El Camino Real,
the former site of a Cadillac deal-
ership. The move, which caught
some members of the public by
surprise, means that a high-den-
sity project proposed for that site
has already cleared a key hurdle.

Yet, legally required public
notices for public hearings on the

Derry project didn’t mention con-
sideration of rezoning the former
Cadillac site; nor did City Council
agenda items pertaining to the
Derry rezoning and required
general plan amendments include
rezoning and general plan amend-
ments for the adjacent site.

Members of Menlo Park
Tomorrow, the resident group
leading a referendum campaign
against the Derry project, are
looking carefully at the rezoning
of the former Cadillac site.

“There are severe procedural
and legal questions about how
this has developed,” said Jack
Morris, a former Menlo Park
mayor and councilman and a
member of the group.

San Mateo-based Sand Hill
Property Co. is proposing 134
apartments and about 80,000
square feet of commercial space
for the former Cadillac site. The
proposal calls for about 39 residen-
tial units per acre, and buildings

H MENLO PARK

between 50 feet and 60 feet tall.

The old zoning limited devel-
opment projects to 18 residences
per acre and structures no taller
than 30 feet.

Although rezoning 1300 El
Camino Real doesn’t guarantee
that the proposed project will
be approved, questions arise
over why the city opted to move
forward with one project while
approving another — as well as
over the adequacy of the city’s
legally required public notifica-
tion of the rezoning.

Acting City Attorney Dan
Siegel said public notices issued
by the city were sufficient. The
notices said that parcels “in close
proximity to the Caltrain station”
could be rezoned in the approval
of the Derry project. That site is
at the intersection of El Camino
and Glenwood Avenue.

Community Development

Shelter Network breakfast Oct. 5 benefits homeless

A benefit breakfast for Shelter
Network, whose programs help
some 3,100 homeless people a
year get back on their feet, will
be held from 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.
Thursday, Oct. 5, at the Hyatt

Regency Hotel, 1333 Bayshore
Highway in Burlingame.
Jeanette Walls, an MSNBC
columnist and author of “The
Glass Castle,” will talk about
growing up homeless, and over-

coming its obstacles to become
self-sufficient.

Tickets are $75 per person or
$1,500 for a table. For information
or to order tickets, call 685-5880
or go to shelternetwork.org.

Director Arlinda Heineck noted
that the rezoning wasn’t specific
to the 1300 E1 Camino Real site
—allland bounded by El Cami-
no Real and the train tracks and
between Oak Grove Avenue and
Glenwood Avenue was rezoned
through the council’s approval
of the Derry project.

She said a wider tract of land
was rezoned because the city
“had the opportunity to look
a little bit more broadly” at
the general plan, and focus on

building “transit oriented devel-
opment” near the train tracks.

The council voted 4-1 on
August 29 to approve the Derry
project, with Councilman Andy
Cohen opposed.

The agenda item for that meet-
ing, as well as the notice of public
hearing published as a paid adver-
tisement in the Almanac before the
meeting, specifically identified the
parcels at 550-580 Oak Grove Ave.
and 540-570 Derry Lane as the
property being considered for
rezoning and other changes. The
1300 El Camino Real site was not
mentioned in those notices. &

Weddings e Birthdays * Anniversaries * Holiday Parties ® Cruises * Weddings e Birthdays * Anniversaries ¢ Holiday Parties

What you do

>
)
=
=]
=
.

P
2
s
=
£
@
.

»
&
=
=]
=
=
x

P
8
2
=
S
.

P
=
<
a
>
s
=
=]
=
)

»
=
s
14
@
=
£
£
=<
.

»
2
s
]
=
E
@
.

»
&
£
=]
=
E

P “’.;:’,’:.‘;7 ~

Weddings © Birthdays ® Anniversaries ® Holiday Parties * Cruises * Weddings * Birthdays ® Anniversaries

on

the Dance Floor
is Our Business
1st Session FREE

New adult students only. No partner needed.

Wedding Programs Available
Ballroom « Latin « Swing

650-216-7501

2065 Broadway, Redwood City
www.arthurmurrayredwoodcity.com
Holiday Parties

ptto Recregy;
20 Top) ,

Twenty Second Annual -

Palo Alto Weekly

October 6, 2006

City of Palo Alto Recreation Presents

TIME & PLACE

6:30 to 8:00pm at City of Palo Alto Baylands Athletic Center, Embarcadero & Geng Roads (just east of the Embarcadero
Exit of Highway 101). Parking — go to PaloAltoOnline.com to check for specific parking locations.

COURSE

5K and 10K loop courses over Palo Alto Baylands levee, through the marsh lands by the light of the Harvest Moon! Course
is flat, USAT&F certified (10k run only) on levee and paved roads. Arrowhead Water at all stops. (Course map available at
www.PaloAltoOnline.com)

22" ANNuAL PALo ALto WEekLY MoONLIGHT RuN & WalLk

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2006

PLEASE NOTE TIMES: 5K walk 7:30pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm. Run night registration

WR

‘Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
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Palo Alto Medical
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o

[your brand here]
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Calforais Restesrents o

E W JUNGLE

AKIS

For safety reasons, no dogs allowed on course for the 5K and

10K runs. They are welcome on the 5K walk only. No retractable

leashes! Please bring your own clean-up bag. Jogging strollers

welcome in the 5K walk or at the back of either run. Flashlights/

head lights recommended.

REGISTRATIONS & ENTRY FEE
Preregistration fee is $20 per entrant (postmarked by September 29, 2006) and includes a long-sleeve t-shirt. Late/run night
registration is $25 and includes a shirt only while supplies last. A scantron card must be filled out at race night registration.
Family package: Children under 12 run free with a registered adult. A completed entry form for each child must be submit-
ted with Adult registration. A limited number of adult small t-shirts may be available for $10 through preregistration pro-
cess. Please indicate on form and include $10. No confirmation of mail-in registration available. Registration also available online
at www.PaloAltoOnline.com. Refunds will not be issued for no-show registrations (and t-shirts will not be held).

TEAMS: Preregistration opportunity for Sports Teams of 10 or more runners; contact Amy at (650) 326-8210 ext. 285.

MINORS: 13-18 years of age.
If not pre-registered Minors MUST bring signed parental/waiver form (below) on race night to participate.
In addition scantron card must be completely filled out at race night registration.

DIVISIONS
Age divisions: 12 and under; 13-19; 20-29; 30-39; 40-49; 50-59; 60-69, and 70 & over with separate divisions for male
and female runners in each age group. Race timing provided for 5K and 10K runs only; not 5K walk.

COMPUTERIZED RESULTS by A Change of Pace
Race results will be posted on the Internet at www.PaloAltoOnline.com 10am on 10/9. Registration forms must be filled out
completely and correctly for results to be accurate. Neither Change of Pace nor Palo Alto Weekly are responsible for incor-
rect results caused by incomplete or incorrect registration forms.

AWARDS/PRIZES/ENTERTAINMENT

Top three finishers in each division. Prize giveaways and refreshments. DJ, Efren Ayala. Pre-race warmup by Andre Bobo.

BENEFICIARY
Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund. A holiday-giving fund to benefit Palo Alto area non-profits and charitable organizations. In
April 2006, 43 organizations received a total of $220,000.

MORE INFORMATION
Call (650) 463-4920, (650) 326-8210, email MoonlightRun@paweekly.com. or go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com.

First aid service and chiropractic evaluations provided by K. Skinner, R.N., D.C. Sports and Spinal Injury Specialist

Register online at www.PaloAltoOnline.com
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Union, Realtors endorse candidates

Several local groups and
organizations have announced
endorsements for city elections,
including the six-candidate race
for three open seats on the
Menlo Park City Council.

The San Mateo County Dem-
ocratic Party has endorsed can-
didates Richard Cline and Hey-
ward Robinson.

The two candidates have also
been endorsed by the Service
Employees International Union
Local 715, the union that repre-
sents most of the city’s “miscel-
laneous” (non-public safety)
employees.

Candidate John Boyle and
incumbents Lee Duboc and
Mickie Winkler have been
endorsed by the Silicon Valley
Association of Realtors Political

m MP ELECTION

Action Committee.

The three candidates are run-
ning on a slate, and are opposed
by Mr. Cline, Mr. Robinson and
Linfield Oaks resident Vincent
Bressler.

‘Booze and Schmooze’

The League of Women Voters
is inviting the public to meet
candidates for local elections
at an event on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, called “Booze and
Schmooze.”

The event is from 5 to 7 p.m.
at the British Bankers Club at El
Camino Real and Santa Cruz
Avenue in Menlo Park.

Candidates for contested seats
on the Menlo Park and East Palo
Alto city councils and the Menlo
Park City and Ravenswood school
boards have been invited.

Tickets are $5 each, cover
admission and one drink. Tables
to display candidate materials
are $20.

Linfield 0aks forum

A Menlo Park City Council
candidate forum hosted by the
Linfield Oaks Neighborhood
Association is scheduled for
Wednesday, October 4, from
7:30 to 9:30 p.m.

The forum will be held in the
council chambers at the Civic
Center, between Laurel and
Alma streets.

Group takes first step to recall McKeithen

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

group of Atherton resi-
Adents and builders said
this week they are serving
Councilwoman Kathy McKei-
then with papers announcing

their intention to recall her from
public office.

The recently formed Atherton
Residents for Responsible Gov-
ernance was galvanized by the
upheaval in the town’s building
department and the year-old
excavation fee. The group said
department staff were above
reproach, and blasted the exca-
vation fee as exorbitant and
illegal.
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Jilian Manus Salzman, a
member of the group, said she
believes Ms. McKeithen vio-
lated Atherton’s code of conduct
by publicly demeaning former
Building Official Mike Hood,
among other things. A petition
signed by 25 residents was sent

See RECALL, page 18

County will use paper ballots
in November after all

San Mateo County’s chief
elections officer has decided
against a full-scale conver-
sion to electronic voting
machines on November 7
over concerns that there’s too
little time to train poll work-
ers and to perform needed
testing of the 2,625 new
machines by election day,
among other factors.

Chief Elections Officer
Warren Slocum announced
on Monday that county poll-
ing places will have only one
electronic machine, plus the
long-familiar paper ballots
used since the early 1990s.

One consequence of the

decision is that election
results may not be avail-
able until around 4 a.m.
Wednesday. That’s because
the paper ballots will be
counted in the county’s cen-
tral elections offices instead
of at each precinct, as was
the practice under the old
voting system, Mr. Slocum
said.

The county Board of
Supervisors approved the
new voting equipment man-
ufactured by Hart Intercivic
in August, with the intent
to fully convert to the new
system for the November
election.

Sen. Simitian calls town hall meeting

State Sen. Joe Simitian, D- Thursday, September 28, at
Palo Alto, will hold an 11th  City Hallin Redwood City, 1017
state Senate district town hall Middlefield Road. For more
meeting from 6 to 7:30 p.m. information, call 688-6384.
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Participants in the Rotary Club’s trip to Guatemala, on a hike above Lake Atitlan. From
left, in white shirt and tan cap, Dr. Mark Campbell; in tan vest and sunglasses, Roger Toguchi;
in blue- and white-striped shirt, Betty Toguchi; in blue shirt, Renate Campbell.
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L ocal Rotarians work

to provide clean water for

small, impoverished villages

The river where residents of the villages of
Choatulum and Rio Blanco go for their drinking water.
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USH HILLSIDES FILLED

with coffee plants

surround the small

towns of Rio Blanco

and Choatulum, a
two-hour drive from the city of
Antigua in southwestern Gua-
temala. They provide a beauti-
ful backdrop for the women
who spend much of their day
trekking between the towns
and a nearby spring, carrying
buckets of water home on their
heads to their families, but they
belie the arduousness of the
women’s work.

Many of the women walk
back and forth on this road for
over six hours a day, the time
it takes to make four trips to
gather the 20 gallons of water
that a family of six requires.
Even then, the water has to
be boiled first. Many choose
to forego the spring entirely,
opting instead to drink from a
shallow, polluted river about a
half-mile away.

On June 10, two local couples
associated with Rotary — for-
mer Menlo Park club co-presi-
dents Roger and Betty Toguchi,
and Rotary International mem-
ber Mark Campbell and his
wife, Renate — traveled to five
Guatemalan villages that are
home to indigenous Mayans to
look into the water problem and
talk about possible solutions
with community leaders. World
Neighbors, an organization that
works with rural communities,
helped organize the trip.

Based on the facts the Rotar-
ians gathered during that 10-
day trip in June, the local orga-
nization has set out to raise
nearly $35,000 to provide clean
water to Rio Blanco and Cho-
atulum, each with a population
of about 400 people. Those two
villages were chosen because
they have the most infrastruc-
ture in place, according to Ms.
Toguchi. The other three towns
they visited are nestled around
Lake Atitlan.

The water project calls for
installing pipes from two near-

by lakes up the hill to the vil-
lages, and to eventually provide
townspeople with individual
UV purification buckets — a
new, easy-to-use technology
that will allow residents to filter
their water after it’s delivered to
their homes.

Rotary will also supply
latrines and a gray-water dis-
posal system, if all goes accord-
ing to plan.

“We don’t drink the
water, we chew it.”

The Campbells and the Togu-
chis were accompanied to Gua-
temala by water specialist Flor-
ence Cassaseuce. They had
worked together on a similar
project last year to provide
UV filtration buckets to out-
lying areas of La Paz, in Baja
California. The project was
so successful that the World
Bank awarded Ms. Cassaseuce
a$172,000 grant to provide UV
bottles for all of Baja.

World Neighbors heard
about the Rotarians’ efforts
in Mexico and urged them to
undertake a similar project in
Guatemala.

“We were just planning to
give them UV buckets, until
we saw how far away they were
from the water source,” Ms.
Toguchi said.

She said that when Ms. Cas-
saseuce measured the level of
bacteria in the nearby river, the
townspeople responded that
they are aware that the water’s
bad — they just have no money
to improve it.

The results of the test con-
firmed what an observer would
note simply by looking at the
silt-filled water: It’s not safe to
drink.

Diarrhea is a common prob-
lem for people drinking the
water, as is the more serious
threat of bacterial dysentery. Rio
Blanco saw 20 cases of it in the
month of May, with one death.

See GUATEMALA, page 16

A bucket of silty drinking water in the village of Choatulum, where
Rotary Club funds will be used to install pipes to a clean water source.
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You give me your financial goals.
I'll give you powerful tools to help
achieve them.

Looking for a representative who offers his
financial solutions? Then look to me for:

o Life Insurance

* Annuities

* Estate Strategies

* Retirement Strategies

* Disability Income Insurance

* Mutual Funds

* Long-Term Care Insurance

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock, CLU®, ChFC®
Financial Representative
CA. Insurance lic. 0453266

New England Financial

950 Tower Lane, Suite 1000
Foster City, CA 94404
650-286-5800

Fax: 650-286-5818

tpollock @sf.nef.com

| focus on helping people create, conserve, and
distribute assets. To learn more, call me today.

New England Financial’
A MetLife Company

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock is a Registered Representative of New England Securities Corp., 950 Tower Lane,
Ste. 1000, Foster City, CA 94404 .New England Financial is the service mark for New England Life Insurance
Company, 501 Boylston Street, Boston, MA, a MetLife company. Securities products offered through
registered representatives of New England Securities Corp., Boston, MA (member NASD, SIPC)
CD200604020, Exp.07/30/2008

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Al Dy Delighes

Woodside Delicatessen

1453 Woodside Road Woodside.
Open 7 Days. (650) 369-4235
Specializing in Italian Delicacies.

and Party Trays.
Coffee & Tew

Main St. Coffee
Roasting (o
150 Elm St., Redwood City

(onnoisseur
(offee Co.

2801 Middlefield Road

PRy (650) 368-3430. M - F

(9 )5-3()_ 6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm
o P Fresh roasted coffee beans

Mon. - Sat.

— European style. Full
coffee bar. Now serving
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am;
Sat. 7am-1 pm

Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Breatiist, Lunch & Dinner

Parkside Grille Vive Sol-(ocina Mexicana
884 Portola Road, Portola 2020 W. EI Camino Real,
Valley (650) 529-9007. Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. Specializing in the Cuisine
Dinner: 7 nights. Boldand ~ of Puebla. Open daily for
innovative cuisine in an Iunch and dinner.

elegant country setting, nes-

tled among the redwoods.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail
& wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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GUATEMALA

continued from page 15

To the people in the two
towns, it’s clear that there’s a
problem. Women complain
that the clothes they wash
in the river often come out
brown. They even have a say-
ing: “We don’t drink our water,
we chew it.”

Crushing poverty

When the Toguchis and Camp-
bells reached Guatemala, they
discovered that the water issue
is only symptomatic of the prob-
lems faced by the communities
there. They also found an alarm-
ing degree of poverty, made
worse by a government that has
done little for the people.

Most homes are single-room
shacks with dirt floors. Some
of the families have acquired
chimneys only recently, and
many have done so reluctantly
— they use open charcoal
stoves to both cook their food
and heat their homes, despite
the health risks (such as asth-
ma) posed by the smoke.

Ms. Toguchi was surprised to
find that schools in many towns
she visited didn’t have basic
school supplies, and she quickly
rushed to buy materials and
chairs in some of the villages for
nominal prices.

When she asked townspeople
why the government wouldn’t
help them get drinking water,
many responded by saying that
the government doesn’t care
about them. Though they make
up nearly half of the country’s
population, Mayans are a social
minority, relegated to rural areas
while the dominant Mestizos
and Latinos, of mixed Mayan
and European (usually Spanish)
heritage, live in the cities.

Clean water by July?

The Rotarians hope to secure
funds for the water projects by
the beginning of next year, and
to complete them by July. They
have received donations from
the San Carlos Rotary club
and the Vashon Island club in
Washington, and will receive
additional matching funds of
three to four times the amount
they raise from the Rotary dis-
trict organization and Rotary
International. The clubs have

coming next week...
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Water specialist Florence Cassaseuce, left, and Dr. Mark Campbell
test the water at a sink in Xejuyu, near Lake Atitlan, as a boy from the house
looks on. The pipes in the village are only two and a half inches thick, so
each family gets water for only two hours at a time every two days.

‘We hope that this
will be a model for
other projects
around the world.’

BETTY TOGUCHI,
SPEAKING OF THE GUATEMALA
WATER PROJECT

raised $6,500 so far.

In the future, Ms. Toguchi said,
she hopes the club will also try to
provide UV buckets for the other
three towns they visited. Other
projects she’d like to see Rotary
take on include installing self-
contained stoves with chimneys
for more families in the villages,
and donating much-needed sup-
plies to local schools.

In addition to providing

Rio Blanco and Choatulum
with clean water, the current
project will allow the town’s
women to have more free time,
Ms. Toguchi said. She was
impressed by the weaving and
embroidering skills of many of
the women, and said they told
her they would spend their
time doing that instead of
gathering water if a purifica-
tion system were in place.

Still, money will be scarce.
Ms. Toguchi said that the
women told her it takes over
60 hours to weave a standard
item of clothing, for which a
worker might hope to receive
$15, U.S. She showed off two
purses that she bought in
Guatemala for a pittance com-
pared with what they would
go for in this country.

Though the Rotarians’ proj-
ect focuses on an isolated area,
Ms. Toguchi hopes that other
organizations will take notice.

“We hope that this will be a
model for other projects around
the world,” she said.

The Toguchis said the trip
underscored the privileges
enjoyed by U.S. citizens. “I'm
grateful I was born in the Unit-
ed States,” said Mr. Toguchi,
who added that he felt relieved
when he stepped back onto U.S.
soil. “I'm happy I don’t live in
state of constant fear. There are
no guards, no barbed wire.”

“We take water for granted,”
added Ms. Toguchi. “It made me
ask myself, ‘Why do I drink
bottled water?” |
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READ THIS BEFORE YOU SIGN

On September 12th, the Menlo Park City Council approved the Derry Project - concluding a comprehensive three year
planning and public review process. That same day, five residents announced their intention to overturn the project
approval by referendum - petitions are now being circulated.

“Members of my family have lived and worked in Menlo Park for more than 50 years and four generations. Our goal was to create a very
high-quality, tasteful, mixed-use project that everyone can be proud of.” -Blake Derry

What the Almanac is saying about Derry Opponents and their Petition Campaign...

The Almanac calls it a “Misguided Challenge”. “The petitioners have said nothing until now, after the debate is over...Where were the
opponents when the Planning Commission and the City Council were reviewing all the plans and specifications over the last two years?”
“The Derry project is a done deal and the petitioners should accept it and move on.”

The Almanac - Viewpoint
Misguided Challenge to Derry Project -9/19/06

Community Leaders and Local Business Owners agree...

“I voted for this project because of the quality of the design, because of the quality of the materials, because this is the appropriate place
for density. It’s got a fine public space and a fine retail and commercial concept.”

Kelley Ferguson, City Council Member
City Council Meeting -9/19/06
“Clearly, the Derry Lane project will bring much-needed affordable housing to Menlo Park.”

Elizabeth Lasensky, Housing Commissioner

“The Derry project is good for local businesses and good for downtown Menlo Park!”

Terry Kent, Chairman of the Board, Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce

“O’Brien and Derry have generously agreed to provide financial support in our business relocation. We appreciate their cooperation.”

Mr. Lee, Owner, Foster’s Freeze

In September, 2002, the Menlo Park City Council identified the Derry property as a high priority site for
high density housing as part of the General Plan Housing Element Update.

GET THE FACTS BEFORE YOU SIGN THE PETITION

Your signature on the petition will stop this project and Menlo Park will lose millions in benefits.
For more information call 650-377-0300 or visit www.derryatmenlo.com. This ad paid for by Friends of Derry sponsored by The O’Brien Group and the Derry family.
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Cyclists take on Tour de Menlo hills

More than 170 cyclists took
part in third annual le Tour de
Menlo Sunday, riding either
30 or 50 miles routes along the
challenging terrain of the Mid-
Peninsula.

The 50-mile course included
five hill-climbs totaling 5,000
feet, an elevation gain that
exceeds riding to the coast and
back. Two of the climbs, on
Crestview and Mylendy in San
Carlos, were timed, and prizes
will be awarded to the “King and

See photo on Page 3.

Queen” of the hill for the first-
and second-best times.

In the women’s division, this
year’s winners are Victoria Bas-
tide of Menlo Park, who set a
new women’s record of 19 min-
utes total for the two climbs.
Laura Stern of Menlo Park, who
finished in 22 minutes, was run-
ner-up.

Jesse Bastide of Menlo Park
and Robert Pasco of Belmont

STANFORD
LIVELY ARTS
PERFORMING ARTS SEASON

OCTOBER 2006
1 Charles Wadsworth and

Spoleto USA Chamber Music

mn What Makes It Great?
with Rob Kapilow and

the Stanford Chamber Strings
15 St. Lawrence String Quartet

with Pedja Muzijevic, piano
18 Academy of St. Martin in the 3

FEBRUARY 2007

finished in a tie for first in the
men’s division, with a total time
of 16 minutes, also a record.

The winners will receive either
a $100 gift certificate from
Menlo Velo cycle shop in Menlo
Park, or a pair of MauiJim sun-
glasses.

The ride started at Menlo-
Atherton High School, and
moved north through Redwood
City, San Carlos, Belmont, San
Mateo and Hillsborough.

Former six-time profession-

Anthony de Mare, piano,

20
25
28

Fields Chamber Ensemble
Natalie MacMaster, fiddle
Badi Assad

Rinde Eckert, Horizon

28-29 Diavolo Dance Company

NOVEMBER 2006

3

Manuel Barrueco, guitar,
with Cuarteto Latinoamericano

DECEMBER 2006

1
3

Kronos Quartet

St. Lawrence String Quartet
with Jon Kimura Parker, piano

12-13 A Chanticleer Christmas

JANUARY 2007

10
12

20
24

28
31
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Gryphon Trio

Anonymous 4, Long Time Traveling
Ute Lemper

SO Percussion

Richard Alston Dance Company
Ladysmith Black Mambazo

Roby Lakatos Ensemble

4

10
16
23

25

and Steven Mayer, piano,
The American Piano

Jerry Quickley’s,
Live From the Front

Emerson String Quartet
King’s Singers

Kenny Endo Taiko Ensemble
with Stanford Taiko

What Makes It Great? with Rob
Kapilow and Vassily Primakov, piano

MARCH 2007

2
a4

7
14
16

17-18

Borromeo String Quartet

Tafelmusik Baroque
Orchestra, The Four Seasons:
A Cycle of the Sun

Klezmer en Buenos Aires
Boys of the Lough
Company Vincent Mantsoe,
Men-Jaro

Aquila Theatre Company,
The Canterbury Tales

APRIL 2007

1
7
n

22

Jupiter String Quartet

Louis Lortie, piano

Paco Peina with the Stanford
Chamber Chorale

St. Lawrence String Quartet with
Tara Helen O’Connor, flute;
Daniel Phillips, violin; and
Andrés Diaz, cello

Irvin Mayfield and the

New Orleans Jazz Orchestra

Emio Greco | PC, Hell
Deborah Voigt, soprano

ORDER NOW!
http://livelyarts.stanford.edu
650-725-ARTS (2787)

al Canadian road-race cham-
pion Linda Jackson, riding
with a group from Palo Alto
Bicycles, said she enjoyed the
event: “It is a great ride. It has
neat, steep hills, which are the

area’s best-kept secret.”

Proceeds from the ride, spon-
sored by the Rotary Club of
Menlo Park and the Almanac,
will support the Rotary tutor-
ing project at Garfield School
and Rotary college scholarships,
which are awarded every year to
local high school students.

OICW to hold open house Oct. 5

OICW’s annual open house
will feature live jazz, guided
tours, and food prepared by the
job-training center’s culinary
trainees on Thursday, Oct. 5,
from 4 to 7 p.m. at 1200 O’Brien
Drive in Menlo Park.

Over 40 years, the Menlo Park
job-training center has helped

some 100,000 people prepare for
jobs ranging from carpentry to
computers. Last year, it helped
6,000 low-income people get
on their feet, according to the
OICW Web site (oicw.org).

To sign up for the free festival,
call 330-6491, or go online to
openhouse@oicw.org.

RECALL

continued from page 12

out on Friday by certified mail
to start the recall process, she
said. The group will then have
four months to gather 700 sig-
natures in order to hold a recall
election, she said.

Ms. McKeithen gave a staunch
defense of herself and a rebuttal
to those who seek to recall her
at the council’s Sept. 20 meet-
ing. She said it was her duty to
take residents’ complaints about
the building department, such
as employees accepting gifts
and illegally granting permit
extensions, to City Manager Jim
Robinson.

Those complaints triggered
an investigation that was autho-
rized by the entire council,
Ms. McKeithen said. Internal
audits showed that the depart-
ment’s procedures needed to be

changed, she said.

“It’s a sad day when people in
pursuit of their own self inter-
ests (work against) the common
good of the town,” Ms. McKei-
then said.

Ms. McKeithen said she has no
personal agenda and is working
solely for the good of the town.

“This is a sad day for her? This
is a sad day for all of us, to have to
go through this to get representa-
tion on our council,” Ms. Manus
Salzman said after the meeting.

Another group member, Alan
Douglass, an Atherton resident
and developer, accused Ms.
McKeithen of being anti-build-
ers and anti-development.

The fact that the City Council
bowed to public pressure at the
Sept. 20 meeting and rescinded
the excavation fee doesn’t change
their commitment to recalling
Ms. McKeithen, group members
said. &

Your restaurant can be listed in our
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Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People® 800-579-0009

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys. We provide only self-help services
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COMMUNITY

August home sales drop reflects trend

M Prices flat to lower in local counties.

Home sales declined sharply
in Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties in August, DataQuick
Information System reported
Sept. 21.

Sales fell to 2,126 homes in
Santa Clara County, a 25 percent
drop from August 2005. In San
Mateo County, the decline was
18 percent to 792 homes.

Home prices were flat in Santa
Clara County: The median price
of $658,000 was a fraction of a
percent higher than in August
2005, DataQuick reported.

San Mateo County had the
steepest price drop — 7 percent
— in the nine-county Bay Area,
the company said. The county’s
median price was $721,000.

First-half numbers
The August numbers continue
a trend seen in the first half of

the year, in the January-June
period.

In Atherton, East Palo Alto,
Los Altos, Los Altos Hills,
Menlo Park, Mountain View,
Palo Alto, Portola Valley, and
Woodside, sales in the January-
June period dropped 13 percent
from the same period in 2005,
according to the Silicon Valley
Association of Realtors, based
on information derived from
REInfoLink.

Sales in the first half of 2005
totaled 1,213 homes, while this
year 1,053 homes were sold.

Only in Palo Alto did sales
increase, from 267 homes in the
first half of 2005 to 280 homes
in 2006.

Median prices, meanwhile, in
the January-June period have
increased in Atherton, East Palo
Alto, Los Altos Hills, Mountain

Global Travel can
be dangerous. . . .

ITALIAN LANGUAGE
& CULTURE CLASSES

Check website for dates

[sTiTUTO
EDUCAZIONE

ITALIANA

For ApuLts / CLasses From 7:00 10 8:50 PM / DayTiME CLASSES AVAILABLE

* Beginning, Intermediate & Conversational Italian
10 weeks / one meeting per week

e Opera Minicourse (in English)

For CHILDREN 4 T0 12 / CLASSES FROM 3:45 10 5:15 PMm

* Beginning Italian on Tuesdays

e Intermediate Italian on Thursdays
PRIVATE OR SEMI-PRIVATE LESSONS AvAILABLE FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN - PLEASE CALL
CoLLeGE CReDIT AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL
ENrROLLMENT OPEN HOUSE oN SEPT. 23, SEPT 30, AND OCT. 1
NooN 10 4 pm * MENLO COLLEGE, 1000 EL. CAMINO REAL, ATHERTON
www.italybythebay.org
for complete schedule and fee information.
Request a brochure and enrollment form:
Call: 650 868 5995 or 650 543 3946
Email: iei@italybythebay.org

AlmanacNews.com

Updated news: >>

CLICKHERE FOR
LATEST NEWS

View, Palo Alto, and Woodside.
They decreased in Los Altos and
Portola Valley and stayed the
same in Menlo Park.

Several things are going on
in the Bay Area home market,
DataQuick President Marshall
Prentice said.

“Many homes are being
offered for sale at unrealisti-
cally high prices as sellers try to
game the peak of the market,” he
said. “Buyers appear to be tak-

ing a wait-and-see approach as
sellers get real with their asking
prices.

“The market seems to be going
into a lull, until this all shakes
out. It does appear that the
strong appreciation of the recent
past is leveling off.”

Bay Area sales in August were
the weakest for that month since
1997, when 9,080 homes were
sold, he said.

DataQuick found that 9,128

new and resale houses and con-
dos were sold in the nine-county
region last month, up 15 percent
from July but down 25 percent
from August last year.

DataQuick spokesman John
Karevoll said that indicators of
market distress are still largely
absent. The use of adjustable-
rate mortgages has decreased in
the past six months and while
foreclosure rates are up from last
year’s low point, they are still
below normal levels, he said.
The Palo Alto Weekly and Bay
City News Service contributed to
this report.
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Mothers” Groups.

CHILDREN’S

HOSPITAL

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed
to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

* INFANT MASSAGE
Learn the techniques of infant massage to relax and soothe a baby, to relieve
the temporary discomforts of gas and soreness of vaccination sites, and to
stimulate a baby as he or she grows into an active child.

— Thursdays in September

9‘6 PERFORMANCE SUCCESS FOR KIDS:
IDEAS FROM SPORTS PSYCHOLOGY
Dr. Glenn Brassington, PhD, will present the latest mind-body methods for
enhancing performance as well as practical tips for parents, coaches and
teachers on supporting a child’s optimal performance.

— Wednesday, September 27

9‘6 SIBLING PREPARATION
Designed for children two years of age and older, this class prepares siblings
for the emotional and physical realities of the arrival of a newborn.

— Saturday, September 30

* NEW FAMILY PROGRAM
This series of classes is designed to help families throughout the first nine
months after birth, offering something for everyone. Enrollment includes

participation in Mother-Baby Mornings, Dads” Nights and Working

— Ongoing Weekly and Monthly Sessions

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more

information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILD

HOSP

REN’S
| T AL

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES (650) 723-4600
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COMMUNITY

Earthquake, fire, flood, bird
flu, terrorist attack. They can
happen here. And when they
do, we’ll do much better if we
have prepared — individually
and as families — with educa-
tion, planning, practice and
supplies.

Families can get a good
start preparing — and have
some fun, too — at San
Mateo County’s second annu-
al Disaster Preparedness Day
on Saturday, Sept. 30, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the San
Mateo County Event Center,
2495 S. Delaware St. in San
Mateo.

There will be first-aid and
emergency equipment demon-
strations. Participants can learn
the do’s and don’ts for surviving
in an emergency, and receive
instructions for emergency kits
and disaster planning,

Disaster Preparedness Day on Saturday

Admission is free; so are hot
dogs and soda. And the first
1,500 families will receive a
free gift.

Disaster Preparedness Day
climaxes a month of efforts
and training by local safety
agencies as part of National
Preparedness Month.

“Every household, every
employer, every school should
have plans as well as appropri-
ate supplies,” said Supervisor
Adreinne Tissier. “Depending
on the situation, we may have
to take care of ourselves for a
week or longer.”

Sheriff’s Lt. John Quinlan,
director of the county’s Office
of Emergency Services, warned
against the complacency that
can build up, as things remain
quiet and unthreatening, even
after a disaster like Hurricane
Katrina.

“Go look at the pictures of
flooded New Orleans, take
away the floodwaters, and it
could be Daly City or Red-
wood City or Burlingame
after the next big quake,”
Lt. Quinlan told the Board
of Supervisors on Sept. 12.
“We know something bad is
going to happen. We think it
will be an earthquake. But if
we're prepared for an earth-
quake, we’re prepared for
anything.”

For information on Disaster
Preparedness Day, call the
Office of Emergency Services
at 363-4790, or Supervisor Tis-
sier at 363-4572.

For preparedness programs
in the South County, call the
Menlo Park Fire Protection
District at 688-8400, or the
Woodside Fire Protection Dis-
trict at 851-1594.

People Who Care Awards
for helping disabled people

Four San Mateo County resi-
dents, the Mental Health Asso-
ciation, and a business will be
honored for their work to help
people with disabilities at the
People Who Care Awards Dinner
on Friday, October 6, at the South
San Francisco Conference Center,
at 255 South Airport Boulevard.

Dinner at 7 p.m. will be preced-
ed at 5:30 p.m. by a reception with
no-host cocktails, an art showcase
of works by local artists with dis-
abilities, and a silent auction.

Individual awards will go
to: Randy Kiefer for his work
with Rebuilding Together Pen-
insula for a disabled mother
and daughter; Susan Houston,
director of senior services for
the Family Service Agency; and
Shelley Denny, a special educa-
tion teacher with the San Mateo
County Office of Education.

Childe Abutin will receive the
business award for her caring and
sensitivity managing Burlingame
Hacienda, a board and care home.
The Mental Health Association
will receive the agency award for
innovative programs to help peo-
ple with psychiatric disabilities.

The Lore Radisch Lifetime
Advocacy Award will go to
Sheryl Young, CEO of Commu-
nity Gatepath of Burlingame for
developing innovative programs
that support people with dis-
abilities and their families.

Jerry Hill, president of the
Board of Supervisors, will be
master of ceremonies at the event,
sponsored by the supervisors and
the Commission on Disabilities.

Tickets at $50 each may be
ordered by calling the Com-
mission on Disabilities at 573-
2580.

Theater party benefits battered women network

The Zonta Club of Silicon Val-
ley will sponsor a theater party to
benefit the Support Network for
Battered Women at 2 p.m. Sun-

altona oLuna

ORIGINAL FINE ART

300 Main St, Half Moon Bay 650-726-8932 www.gallerialuna.com

day, Oct. 8, at the Dragon Theatre,
539 Alma St. in Palo Alto.

The play, “Underpants,” is a
comedy by Steve Martin. Tickets

internationally acclaimed artists.

We represent over 20 local and

The featured art is abstract,
contemporary post modernism,
classical impressionism
and realism.

are $25 and include a reception

to meet the actors after the show.

For tickets, call 444-7560.
Zonta International is a world-

fa——

wide service organization of busi-
ness and professional executives
dedicated to advancing the status
of women. The Silicon Valley
chapter, founded a year ago, meets
for dinner at 6 p.m. the second
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CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. ¢ (650) 365-5027 ¢ Redwood City

Beautiful Art for Beautiful Living

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 52 YEARS

_
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* PROPERTY SALES
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

* RENTAL

APARTMENTS, CONDOMINIUMS AND HOMES

* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

D nse Aese to serve you!

EDWOODOD ASSOCIATES
REAL ESTATE

961 WOODSIDE ROAD, REDWOOD CITY, CA 94061
OFFICE: (650) 367-9300 ¢« FAX: (650) 367-0751
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FirsT BAPTIST CHURCH
OF MENLO PARK

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday
Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats
Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544
1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

First Baptist Church
Of Menlo Park

To include your Church in
Inspirations
Please call

Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 239
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Tuesday of each month at the Bay
Cafe in Palo Alto.

The organization is interest-
ed in recruiting new members.
For more information, call
444-7560.
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Beauty Salon

3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.
(650) 851-7103

v

We offer
Family haircuts,
Hair colors, Perms,
Wedding & Formal
hair styles, Manicure
& Pedicure, Facials, &
Body treatments.

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

v

Open:
Tuesday — Friday
9 am. -6 p.m.
Saturday 10 am. — 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)
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Arts & Olive Festival in Woodside

Olives, flavored olive oils and
vinegars will be available for
tasting at the ninth annual Arts
& Olive Festival, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 1, at Canada
College, 4200 Farm Hill Blvd. in
Woodside.

Carol Anglin will give a talk,
“The Passionate Olive: 101
Things to Do with Olive Oil,”
at 2 p.m. in Building 13, Room
15.

There will be an olive-curing
demonstration, a kids’ corner,
and food and wine from local
vintners and restaurants. Musi-
cians and dancers will perform
on two stages.

The festival will feature a
designers’ sale of textiles, art-
work and home accessories,
organized by the Canada Col-
lege student chapter of the
American Society of Interior
Designers. The sale will be in
Building 13, Room 17.

Admission to the festival is
free. For information, call Julie
Mooney at 306-3428 or go to
www.olivefest.org.

Author’s talk:
‘When Words Heal’

Menlo Park author Sharon
Bray will discuss her new book,
“When Words Heal: Writing
Through Cancer,” on Wednes-
day, Sept. 27, at the Community
Breast Health Project, 390 Cam-
bridge Ave. in Palo Alto.

The 7:30 p.m. event will
include readings, a book signing
and refreshments.

Ms. Bray, a cancer survivor,
leads writing workshops for
women with cancer at the Stan-

 TIRES » ALIGNMENTS
® SHOCKS * BRAKES

2115 Ef Camino Real
Redwood City

| yourcarl |

B AROUND TOWN

ford Cancer Center, the CBHP
and at other Bay Area locations.
Her new book explores the pow-
er of words to heal and offers
guidance to people with cancer
who want to tap into those heal-
ing powers.

In addition to Ms. Bray’s com-
ments and reading, members
of her writing groups will read
from their work.

For more information, call
Ms. Bray at 325-0680.

Menlo Brass Quintet
performs October 6

The Menlo Brass Quintet will
perform in a concert beginning
at 7 p.m. Friday, October 6, in
the Menlo Park Presbyterian
Church, 950 Santa Cruz Ave. in
Menlo Park.

Tart Cook-Off Contest

N
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 Sample heritage varieties of apples and pears
« Taste winning recipes from Filoli’s Fruit Pie &

» Carve brightly colored pumpkins
» Experience old-fashioned hayrides
« Enjoy live musical performances

Price: $15 members, $20 non-members,
$5 children 5-17, free for children under 5.

Barbecue Lunches: $15 adults, $8 children
(please reserve in advance).

Exclusive Pickup

and Delivery Service
MondayThrough Friday ONLY. Call For Details.

The concert will include music
ranging from Handel to Gersh-
win and Duke Ellington. The
ensemble will also perform Dixie-
land jazz and a piece by film score
composer Michael Kamen.

Admission is free. For more
information, call 364-8413 or
visit www.menlobrass.com.

Rhododendron Society

Free root cuttings will be avail-
able at the propagation meeting of
the DeAnza chapter of the Ameri-
can Rhododendron Society, from
10 a.m. to noon Saturday, Sep-
tember 30, in the Senior Center
at Hillview Community Center,
97 Hillview Ave. in Los Altos, off
San Antonio Road.

Many vireya rhododendrons
will be in bloom and all materi-
als will be provided. Past presi-
dent Tom Wynn will conduct
the workshop, which will be

followed by a potluck. For more
information, call Alma Fletcher
at 851-1334.

Columbus Day

The Italian-American com-
munity of San Mateo County is
observing Columbus Day on Sat-
urday, Oct. 7, at the San Mateo
County History Museum.

Starting at 12:30 p.m., there will
be bocce ball in Courtroom A. In
the rotunda, Pasquale Esposito will
be among entertainers performing
traditional Italian music. Italian
food and wine will be available.
Cost is $15 for adults; and free for
children under 12. The museum
is located at 750 Middlefield Road
in Redwood City. For information,
call 299-0104.

Rebuilding Together
offers free home repairs

Low-income homeowners
who meet certain conditions
may apply for a free home

ILOLI
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e TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE OR
_ | BY PHONE: WWW.FILOLL.ORG 650-364-8300 X50

One of America’s Greatest Treasures

e
i T )

B T

Filoli Center
86 Caflada Road, Woodside, California 94062 650-364-8300 www.filoli.org

The #1 Cadillac Service Center on
n Sl‘ui’d&lys 9-5 =

Call for an :
appointment -

PERFORMANCE
PARTS «"s"s"s"s"

Jacob Lozano 650-342-9500 x111 or jrodriguez @ PutnamGm.com

renovation from Rebuilding
Together Peninsula by October
1, a representative of the non-
profit organization said.

To be eligible for the services,
homeowners must qualify as
low-income and must either
have children or be elderly or
disabled. The offer covers homes
from Sunnyvale to Daly City.

Among the types of repairs
that the program offers are gen-
eral cleanup, landscaping, roof
repairs, plumbing, electrical
work, painting and handicap
modifications.

Most homes will be renovated
on one day: April 28, 2007. Able-
bodied family and friends of
participants are expected to
work alongside RTP volunteers.

To apply, contact the Rebuild-
ing Together Peninsula office at
366-6597, e-mail info@rebuild-
ingtogetherpeninsula.org, or
download an application on the
Web site at rebuildingtogether-
peninsula.org.

PUTNAM CADILLAC
193 California Dr., Burlingame \w

650-342-9500
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By Stephanie Cadora

Special to the Aimanac

avenswood Youth Athlet-
Rc Association, a startup,
aith-based sports league
that provides low-cost sports pro-
grams to kids in East Palo Alto and
the Belle Haven neighborhood of
Menlo Park, has launched its soc-
cer season.
Although the first games on

September 16 had 400 boys and
girls, ages 4 to 18, participating at
Cesar Chavez School, there still
may be room for kids to register,
particularly girls.

The league is also still looking
for more volunteer coaches and
referees.

Many of the leagues west of the
Bayshore freeway in Palo Altoand
Menlo Park are financially out of
reach for Ravenswood residents,

said Shannon Pekary, a software
developer and resident of East
Palo Alto. That’s why he started
the nonprofit league, he said.

Mr. Pekary said that RYAA
will work to strengthen the
community at the same time
that it provides positive sports
programs — soccer to begin
with and basketball, football
and wrestling to follow.

A Christian-based organization,

New Ravenswood sports league looking for coaches

itaims to build character and faith
in two ways, he said: Coaches will
deliver three-minute lessons in the
middle of practice to emphasize
cooperation and hard work; and
partnerships with local churches
will help guide kids to resourc-
es that can help them develop.
Coaches will also lead prayers on
the field before each game.
“What excited me was the
opportunity not only to offer a

diversion for the area’s youth,
but to help kids grow and mature
into healthy adults — physically,
socially, spiritually,” Mr. Pekary
said in a written statement. “Kids
need purpose in their lives, and
we hope to help them find it.”

Soccer registration is $40;
scholarships are available.

Those interested in coaching,
refereeing, becoming a league
sponsor, or otherwise getting
involved can visit www.raven-
swoodsports.org or call 248-0488
for information.

m OBITUARIES

Myrtle Harris
Community volunteer

A memorial service for Myrtle
Elizabeth Whitsett Harris of Men-
lo Park will be
held at 11 a.m.
Saturday, Oct. 7,
at the Woodside
Village Church
in Woodside,
where she was a
longtime mem-
ber. Ms. Harris
died September
14 at Stanford Medical Center after
a battle with cancer. She was 72.

Ms. Harris was born in Los
Angeles. She earned a bachelor’s
degree from Occidental College,
and in 1958 earned a master’s
degree in education from Stanford
University. That same year she
married William Nelson Harris.

Ms. Harris was active in edu-
cation and the community. Her
community service included serv-
ing as an alumni trustee of Occi-
dental College, and serving as
president of the Myrtle L. Atkinson
Foundation and as a director of the
W.P. Whitsett Foundation. She was
dedicated to the YWCA and served
as a member of the World Service
Council for more than 30 years.
She also served on the Mid-Penin-
sula YWCA board for 10 years.

hia
Myrtle Harris

Ms. Harris established the W.P.
Whitsett chair and lecture series
in California history at Califor-
nia State University, Northridge,
and served on the President’s
Investment Board of that uni-
versity. She was a member of the
chaplaincy advisory committee
at Stanford Medical Center and
a member of the Family Service
Agency of San Mateo County.

Ms. Harris is survived by her
husband, William Harris; sons
Robert of Corvallis, Oregon, John
of Bellevue, Washington, and Bill
of Menlo Park; brother John F.
Whitsett; and seven grandchil-
dren.

Memorial gifts may be made
to Sempervirens Fund, Drawer
BE, Los Altos, CA 94023.

Minerva Herbein Hartzell
Portola Valley centenarian

Minerva Herbein Hartzell,
whose life spanned 100 years, died
Sept. 16 in Portola Valley, where
she lived for the past 37 years.

She married her childhood
sweetheart, Harry E. Hartzell,
on September 23, 1930. Last fall,
shortly before his death, they cel-
ebrated their 75th wedding anni-
versary.

The Hartzells moved to The
Sequoias, the retirement com-
munity in Portola Valley, in 1969.
In connection with her husband’s

career with Hercules Powder Com-
pany of Wilmington, Delaware,
Ms. Hartzell lived in various cities
in the United States and, before
World War II, near Manchester,
England.

After the war she and Mr. Hartz-
ell lived for 20 years in London,
where he was managing director
in Hercules’ London office. They
cultivated their interest in concert
music and opera, collected art and
traveled extensively.

At The Sequoias, Ms. Hartzell
organized the popular Music at
Four concerts, which brought
noted and aspiring musicians to
the retirement community. She
was an accomplished seamstress
and needlewoman, and was well
known for the stylish hand-knit
suits in her wardrobe, said her
family.

Ms. Hartzell was born into a
Pennsylvania Dutch family, and
grew up in Bechtelsville and Boy-
ertown, Pennsylvania. She gradu-
ated with a degree in music from
Bluffton College in Ohio and
taught music in New Jersey public
schools until her marriage.

Sheis survived by her son, Harry
E. Hartzell Jr., a retired Palo Alto
pediatrician; three grandchildren;
and six great-grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Palo Alto Chamber
Orchestra, 4000 Middlefield Road,
#M-1, Palo Alto, CA 94303.

Pop Warner Vikings teams sweep games

By Jim Gallagher

Vikings Boosters

aturday, Sept. 23, in Santa

Cruz was a big occasion for

Menlo-Atherton Vikings Pop
Warner football teams, as all the
M-A squads triumphed over their
Surf City competition. Following
is a summary of the results.
Tiny Mites: Floyd Gazaway ripped off a
50-yard run, then scored the game's only
touchdown as the Vikings dominated the
host Sea Lions in a non-scoring contest.
M-A not only shut out the home team, but
tallied an insurance safety on a three-way
tackle in the end zone by Stavro Papa-
dakis, Cameron Meacham and P.J. Lopez.
Mitey Mites: Menlo-Atherton stifled a
helpless Santa Cruz offense en route to
an easy 24-0 victory. Keenan Gates broke
away for two Vikings touchdowns, and
other scores came from Adam Greenlow

and Anthony Gabb. Quarterback Cameron
Kirkpatrick handled the M-A offense deft-
ly, aided by hard running from David Teu.
Charlie Roth and Michael Fekete sliced
consistently into the Sea Lion backfield,
once hurling Santa Cruz back 47 yards in
a single series of downs.

Junior PeeWees: Combining their cus-
tomary steel curtain defense with a vari-
ety of offensive fireworks, the undefeated
Vikings polished their spotless record
with a 26-0 victory. Jaime Carranza,
normally a defensive standout, scored his
first touchdown on a short plunge after an
electrifying run by Campbell Roellig. Ryan
Blocker added another score, while Quar-
terback Landon Baty tallied on a 40-yard
rollout, and threw a 15-yard touchdown
pass to Khalil (Lil) James. Dominic And-
righetto kicked a two-point conversion.
Bobby Roth'’s timely interception was a
defensive highlight.

PeeWees: Menlo-Atherton had to dig
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in on defense to preserve a 14-12 vic-
tory over a feisty Santa Cruz team.
Jake Britschgi led a fourth-down stop
on the Vikings' 20 yard line to frustrate
a last-ditch Santa Cruz bid. Talaiasi (T)
Teu scored a Vikings touchdown and
two critical conversion runs, and Sean
Barrett added the other six-pointer. Jack
Heneghan, Taualupe Tau and Michael
Falepouono were particularly active for
the aggressive Menlo-Atherton defense.
Midgets: Menlo-Atherton’s tailback tan-
dem of Charlie Koka and Tavasa Pale rang
up more than 200 rushing yards and two
touchdowns as the Vikings turned back
the host Sea Lions 38-12. Quarterback
Josiah Paye tossed a touchdown pass to
wideout B.J. Prema, and sure-fingered
Brandon Gibson added two scores

— one on a pass from Paye, the other
on an interception return. M-A defenders
limited a dangerous Santa Cruz offense
to two scores.

Menlo Park police nab
auto burglary suspect

By Stephanie Cadora

Special to the Almanac

you ask officers in the Menlo

Park Police Department about
the corralling of an auto burglary
suspect last week, but they appear
to have executed a textbook exam-
ple of the right hand knowing
what the left hand is doing.

A man whose locked truck
had been burglarized in front
of a business on the 500 block
of Willow Road on September
22 called 911 at about 1:10 p.m.
Within the hour, police found
and verified the stolen items
and arrested a suspect as well as
a possible juvenile accomplice.

The suspect, Oscar Jimenez,
18, of East Palo Alto, was origi-
nally pulled over in the Willows
neighborhood of Menlo Park
about 10 minutes before the
911 call for not wearing a seat
belt. Because he did not have a
driver’s license, he was cited and

m POLICE CALLS

It may be all in a day’s work if

released. During the inventory
of his 1994 Cadillac Concourse,
police found suspicious looking
stereo equipment in the glove
compartment and the trunk.

Police then contacted the
man who made the 911 call to
verify the exact descriptions of
the stolen items, and found that
they matched the equipment
discovered in the Cadillac.

With the department on alert
and with a description of the
suspect, officers patrolled the
Willows neighborhood and re-
encountered Mr. Jimenez and
a male juvenile companion in
a parking lot on Willow Road.
Both were taken into custody
on charges of auto burglary and
possession of stolen property.

The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment is asking anyone with
information, or who witnessed
the incident, to call 330-6300
or the anonymous tip hotline at
330-6395.

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under
law, people charged with offenses are
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Arson report: Plastic picnic table
burned, Selby Lane School on Selby
Lane, September 18.

Check fraud report: Letter received stat-
ing Lotto won for $4,800 — check enclosed
— and $2,500 owed in taxes, first block of
Tuscaloosa Avenue, September 18.
Burglary report: Rocks thrown through
window and plasma TV stolen, first block
of Austin Avenue, September 19.

Auto burglary report: Windows broken
and MP3 player stolen, first block of
Shearer Drive, September 20.

MENLO PARK

Grand theft reports:

W Golf clubs stolen, 100 block of Oak
Court and 300 block of Sharon Park
Drive, September 18.

M Bicycle stolen, 1100 block of Elder
Avenue, September 20.

M Bicycle stolen, 1900 block of Euclid
Avenue, September 21.

Fraud reports:

MFraudulent credit card usage, 800 block
of Oak Grove Avenue, September 15.

B Unauthorized withdrawal from bank
account, 600 block of Santa Cruz Avenue,
September 20.

Burglary reports:

B Computer and bicycle stolen, 1200
block of Hoover Street, September 15.

B Camera and computer software stolen,
900 block of Christopher Way, September
16.

M Residential items moved around, 700
block of College Avenue, September 18.

M Cash in amount of $40 stolen, 700
block of College Avenue, September 18.

W Twenty bottles of water and some juice
stolen, 600 block of College Avenue, Sep-
tember 18.

M Items moved around and losses
unknown, 100 block of Oak Court, Sep-
tember 18.

B TV, computer and stereo stolen, 100
block Oak Court, September 18.

B Window smashed and computer stolen,
900 block of O'Brien Drive, September 19.

M Bicycle stolen, first block of Lorelei
Lane, September 19.

M Items worth $3,000 stolen from occu-
pied residence, 400 block of Blake Street,
September 20.

W Losses unknown, 1300 block of Madera
Avenue, September 21.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Auto burglary report: Wallet and mobile
phone stolen, Alpine Road at Willowbrook
Drive, September 18.

Stolen vehicle report: Green 2000
Mazda Protege, 100 block of Sandstone
Street, September 17.
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"End of Season OQutdoor Frnltu-

CLEARANCE SALE

Enjoy the Indian summer with new outdoor furniture from Flegels. Receive end-of-season
clearance prices on collections by: Brown Jordan, Kingsley-Bate, Basta Sole.

SAVINGS TO 60%

Owé

Fine Furnituré & Interior Design
Menlo Park, 870 Santa Cruz Ave. ® 650.326.9661
San Rafael, 1654 Second Street® 415.454.0502
San Ramon, 300 Market Place * 925.806.0430
Menlo Park: 10:00 to 6:00 Monday — Saturday

San Rafael: 10:00 to 6:00 Monday — Saturday, *12 til 5pm on Sunday
San Ramon: 10:00 to 6:00 Monday — Saturday, *12 til 5pm on Sunday

wwuw.flegels.com
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We are looking for a Full-time Sales Representative with pro-sales
skills, energetic, enthusiastic, confident, and a self-directed professional
- a team player. Someone who possesses strong organizational and public
interaction skills. You should have the ability and demonstrated
experience to make public and one-on-one presentations.

You must play well with minimum supervision.

Your responsibility is to develop and present effective marketing programs
that result in sales — hit nothing but net! You will be working with a base
of current and prospective customers within a geographic territory.

We value and actively seek to recruit, develop and retain people
with backgrounds and experience reflecting the diversity
of the communities we cover.

rAlmanac

For immediate team consideration, FAX your resume to:
Neal Fine ¢ 650-854-3650
or email: nfine@almanacnews.com
We offer a competitive compensation & benefits package including

k medical, dental, paid vacations, sicktime, and a 401(k) plan.

Stephanie Ann
CHANCELLOR

VIEWPOINT

LETTERS

continued from page 27

disagree with it.
Lorie Sinnott
Planning Commissioner
Rose Avenue, Menlo Park

Polarization in
eyes of heholder

Editor:

Last week the League of Wom-
en Voters sponsored a forum for
all six candidates running for
the Menlo Park City Council.

The audience roared with
laughter when candidate John
Boyle said the present council is
“not polarized.”

Another candidate noted that
Mr. Boyle’s name is presently
on street signs with incum-
bent candidates Lee Duboc and
Mickie Winkler. If Menlo Park
residents want a change in our
city’s direction, and not business
as usual, they should view this
debate, which will be rebroad-
cast on cable TV soon.

The other three candidates,
Vince Bressler, Rich Cline, and
Heyward Robinson, will elimi-
nate the polarization of our
council if elected.

Margaret H. Carney

Claremont Way, Menlo Park

The Stephanie Ann Chancellor Foundation
for Leukemia/Lymphoma Research

Dec. 14, 1977
Nov. 19, 2000

Another swipe at
Sand Hill Road

Editor:

Sand Hill Road? Every two years
this strip of pavement becomes
part of the Menlo Park election
campaign bag of ammunition.

The League of Women Voter’s
forum last week was no excep-
tion. John Boyle, the newest
member of the Mickie Winkler/
Lee Duboc slate, was assigned
the task of dragging Sand Hill
Road into the fray.

Here is what happened: The
widening of Sand Hill Road
involved not only the intersec-
tion within Menlo Park, the
developments that the road facil-
itated, and the traffic it gener-
ated. It also included the cost
and why Menlo Park should not
have had to pay for any part of it.
The negotiations that Mr. Boyle
claims never occurred actually
did occur and money was a key
point of disagreement.

In previous councils, there
were some who wanted to accept
Stanford’s offer that it would pay
a maximum of $10 million for
the intersection. Council mem-
bers Sorenson, Grant, Tolles,
Burmeister, Jellins and Valencia
are on this list. Had this group
been allowed to accept Stan-
ford’s deal, Menlo Park would

now be in greater debt than it
is. The road reconfiguration
costs reached approximately $14
million, leaving $4 million that
would have been Menlo Park’s
responsibility.

Yes, Mr. Boyle, there were
negotiations and much to my
sorrow, in 2002 I initiated
those negotiations abandon-
ing my long-held position that
Menlo Park should be pro-
tected from Stanford’s devel-
opments. I was adamant that
this acrimonious issue had to
be put to rest and also that
the university should pay 100
percent of the cost. The deal
I brokered gave Stanford the
road, but on their dime.

History is boring but without
knowing the past, campaign
drivel gets packed with misinfor-
mation by novice candidates for
the shock value. This we/them
approach in every election is the
fundamental reason Menlo Park
voters have been exploited by
polarizing candidates for the last
15 years.

Moderation and truth are
values that all candidates need
to embrace.

Steve Schmidt
City Council member,
1994-2002

Continued on next page

o Yes, | want to help:

Sth annual

GOLF TOURNAMENT & DINNER

There are several ways to help:
1. Join us for golf and dinner 2. Just come for dinner
3. Become a sponsor 4. Become a tour volunteer

O TOURNAMENT SPONSOR $10,000
(Golf, Box Lunch & dinner for 16, Tournament Sponsor
Marketing/Gift, Hole Sponsorship, Tournament Sponsor Program

Recognition, Research Update)

AMBASSADOR SPONSOR $5,000

MoONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2006
Santa Clara Golf and Tennis Club
5155 Stars and Stripes Drive

Santa Clara, California

Stephanie Ann Chancellor, a native of Palo Alto,
California, succumbed to Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma at the
age of 22. She attended Palo Alto public schools (Class of
1996). She was diagnosed with Lymphoma in her junior year
at Howard University in Washington, D.C., where she was
studying Interior Design. She returned home for treatment
at Stanford University Hospital, but after a valiant twenty-
one month struggle, she lost her battle with the disease.

In the United States, every nine minutes, another
child or adult dies from leukemia, lymphoma, or myeloma.
Current Chemotherapy and radiation treatments have low
rates of success, and often bone marrow transplantation is
the only remaining treatment option. A shortage of bone
marrow donors means that some patients are left without
even that hope of recovery. There is a serious need for con-
tinued research and education about these diseases.

The Stephanie Ann Chancellor Foundation for
Leukemia/Lymphoma Research was founded primarily
to aid in the ongoing search for effective therapies and
cures. Additionally, the Foundation hopes to educate the
public about the importance of becoming a bone marrow
donor. Through the generosity of supporters at all levels,
the Foundation has been able to transfer one-hundred
and ten thousand dollars ($110,000) to the Stephanie Ann
Chancellor Research Fund at Stanford University Hospital in
its first four years. The Reasearch Fund has contributed to
significant research advances. You can be part of "Building a
Bridge Between Hope and a Cure."

(Golf, Box Lunch & dinner for 8, Ambassador Marketing & Gift, Hole
Sponsorship, Ambassador Program Recognition, Research Update)
DIAMOND UNDERWRITER $2,500
(Golf, Box Lunch & dinner for 4, Diamond Level Marketing &
Gift, Hole Sponsorship, Diamond Level Program Recognition,
Research Update)
PLATINUM UNDERWRITER $1,000
(Golf, Box Lunch & dinner for 2, Platinum Level Gift, Hole
Sponsorship, Platinum Level Program Recognition, Research Update)
GOLD UNDERWRITER $500
(Golf, Box Lunch & dinner for 1, Hole Sponsorship, Gold Level
Program Recognition, Research Update)
SILVER UNDERWRITER $350
(Silver Level Program Recognition, Research Update)
BRONZE UNDERWRITER $250
(Bronze Level Program Recognition, Research Update)
FRIEND $__
(Stay informed with our Research Update)
GOLF, BOX LUNCH, & DINNER $175 #_
DINNER ONLY $75 #_

Many companies match donations, does yours?

Name:

Street Address:

City & State: Zip:

E-Mail:

Player 2:

Player 3:

Player 4:

PLEASE RESPOND BY SEPT. 27, 2006

STEPHANIE ANN CHANCELLOR FOUNDATION

298 Walter Hays Dr., Palo Alto, CA 94303 ¢ 650.327.3422

FormAT
Four Player Scramble, Shotgun Start

SiGN IN & Box LUuNCH DISTRIBUTION
SIGN IN: 11:30 AM

TEE TIME: 1:00 PM
DINNER AND AWARDS: 6:45 PM

Visit our website for more information and a sign up sheet
www.stephanieannchancellor.org

Advertising space donated by the Almanac.
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A call for change
in leadership

Editor:

Menlo Park needs a change of
leadership.

The current City Council
majority of Mickie Winkler, Lee
Duboc and Nicholas Jellins has
proved time and again that it does
not want the public to have a say
in the city’s decision-making.

Secret maneuverings accom-
panied by faulty decisions have
repeatedly wasted the city’s time
and money as they pursue proj-
ects that are either not supported
by the community or are totally
unfeasible.

One example is the Bayfront
Park golf course fiasco. The coun-
cil majority failed to make the
city’s Parks and Recreation Com-
mission aware of the golf course
plan until negotiations between
the council majority and the
developer were well under way.

As is well known now, the devel-
oper’s proposal was not feasible as
it completely ignored issues sur-
rounding the use of wetlands. This
oversight by the council majority
cost Menlo Park tens of thousands
of dollars.

Operating in secret without
public input is bad governance.

KITCHENS

Menlo Park deserves far better.
Jennifer Fisher
Hermosa Way, Menlo Park

Shocked by stance
on referendum

Editor:

At Wednesday night’s candidate
debate, I was shocked to hear
Vince Bressler, Rich Cline and
Heyward Robinson announce
their support of the referendum to
cancel the Derry project that the
city approved after years of nego-
tiation.

If the referendum passes, it could
end up costing the city millions
of dollars if the developer files a
breach of contract suit against the
city. We approved the project and
they have signed contracts. If the
project is canceled, they will forfeit
millions, and may decide to sue the
city to reimburse them.

Sue Kayton
Doris Drive, Menlo Park

Convenient support
for referendum

Editor:

What does it take in Menlo
Park to make a decision?
The Menlo Park City Council
approved the Derry project
by a 4-1 vote after three years
of hearings and unanimous

BY

DESIGN
HOME RENOVATIONS

u KITCHEN/BATH DESIGN -

awaw. ofanengeryofesiyns. com

CALL 650-325-2060

FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

1155 CRANE STREET, MENLO PARK

private and semi-private lessons.

o VEW Agua Fit classes with three
levels. Morning, noon, evening.

continue 7 days per week.

Menlo Swim and Sport
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-328-SWIM (7946)

Swimming at Burgess Pool

Your place for fitness, fun, and family.

o VEW Swim School schedule for fall!
More lessons in the afternoons, new

* Youth swim team practice starting.
Kids triathlon, adult polo, and mare.

® Open swim and all-day laps ﬁ

Program info, hours,
directions, prices, and news:

www.menloswim.com

approval by the Planning and
Housing commissions.

The project will offer rela-
tively affordable condominiums,
including units below market
rate, and retail space. The loca-
tion next to the train station will
allow the residents to commute to
work by train and shop at Menlo
Park stores without car trips. The
developers will be paying over $5
million in fees to our community,
more than twice the revenue of a
proposed utility tax.

The project being a change,
it is not surprising that cer-
tain residents have decided to
fight the development. What is
surprising is that City Council
candidates Heyward Robinson,
Vince Bressler and Rich Cline
have joined the anti-Derry group.
They say that they don’t like the
process.

Where were Messrs Robinson,
Bressler and Cline during the three
years of hearings? It seems that not
liking the process is a euphemism
for not liking the decision but not
wanting to offend anyone who did
like the decision. It allows them
to make political capital by blam-
ing their City Council opponents
Lee Duboc and Mickie Winkler
because as incumbents, if the pro-
cess were bad, they would presum-
ably be to blame.

I wonder if we will see a lot of

Kitchen Remodels;

back-pedaling explanations by
these candidates over the next few
weeks about their positions on the
project and their desire to trash
the three years of work by city
committees and involved citizens?
Their actions so far on this issue
make me doubt that Messrs Rob-
inson, Bressler, or Cline would be
very good City Council people.
Dave Gildea
Hermosa Way, Menlo Park

Don’t kill the golden goose

Editor:

Imagine this task: The knight
must not only kill the dragon
and find the princess, but he
must also reverse a decade of
declining business in the land of
Menlo Park without upsetting
any of the interest groups.

The princess might as well get
used to a life in the tower. How
tempting to attack city leaders. So
OK, not all their ideas are perfect.
After all, this council actually
stick their necks out to solve near-
ly intractable conflicts between
budget income and services.

There’s no “safe” way of keep-
ing our small town feel with-
out the Mary Jo Borak, Steve
Schmidt, Gail Slocum disaster of
driving away the investment and
business taxes that make it pos-
sible. (How amusing that candi-

dates Rich Cline and Heyward
Robinson try to put the decade
of demise of El Camino on the
current council.)

This week’s easy target is the
Derry project, the first truly
green downtown project, a real
transit-oriented development
which went through more public
hearings than Bill Clinton’s pri-
vate life. Commissioners spent
a dozen hours each studying,
questioning this project.

It can turn those funky cor-
rugated buildings of the sad
east edge of El Camino into
real vitality, and it is excellent
architecture too. What signal
do we send to the good devel-
opers by signing some alarmist
petition?

A more relevant fable would
be the goose that laid the golden
eggs. We used exhaustive, good
process for Derry across two
years. The few opponents sim-
ply refuse the result and believe
enough people will sign any-
thing that they can get 1,800
signatures and tie the project
up with a special election (that
you and I pay for). But this goose
would pay big fees up front,
bring in taxes and enliven Oak
Grove Avenue and El Camino
Real if we just let it live.

Henry Riggs
Callie Lane, Menlo Park

A Design and Construction Workshop

Topics will include:

giving it your very best!

call (650) 230-2900.
No credit cards accepted.

"The presentation was very professional. Lots of great information!"
-Workshop Attendee

Thursday, September 28, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm
1954 Old Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043

ispel the myths of remodeling and learn the facts and how-to’s of the process
in an interactive workshop designed specifically for homeowners.

Whether you are undecided about remodeling or ready to go, the class will cover the details, decisions,
and questions homeowners have in order to help you successfully live through a remodel.

* Pre-planning ® Choosing an architect, designer and/or contractor ® The design process ® Budgeting
* Materials ® Floor plans e Code requirements ® Scheduling e Building permits ¢ Inspections and more!

Harrell Remodeling, one of the San Francisco Peninsula's premier
remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and take you step
by step through the design and construction process so you can go
into your major remodel confidently and intelligently. Your home
is an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are by

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it's your home.®

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop,

Class fee is $20.00 if pre-registered, or $25.00 at the door.

Harrell Remudgling

Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799
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Another quick, and quiet, fix in Atherton

therton has made yet another major decision behind closed
doors, leaving the public to wonder what will happen next
in the probe of the town’s troubled building department.

Last week, town attorney Marc Hynes told a crowd of more
than 100 residents and builders at a council meeting that a con-
troversial excavation fee would be rescinded and paid back, with
interest, to property owners who were charged $22 for every
cubic yard of dirt trucked on or off a building site. The unani-
mous council decision came
after an irate group of residents
challenged the legality of the
fee, which set off a second look
at the ordinance by Mr. Hynes,
who last year had said the fee was within the law.

The imbroglio began several months ago, when Mike Hood,
the building department’s long time administrator, abruptly
retired and left town after an investigation by a private attorney
that has never been made public. The Almanac has called for
Mr. Hynes and the City Council to release the report, which
resulted in at least one employee’s being disciplined and moved
out of the department. An internal audit found that building
department employees failed to collect about $134,000 in exca-
vation fees last year.

Last week’s decision came after Mr. Hynes’ review, but as in
the case before, no official explanation was issued, although
Councilman Jim Janz later said that the council backed away
from the fees due to the residents’ revolt. Presumably, Mr. Hynes

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

told the council that the fee was not legally defensible after all.

Regardless of the outcome, the public remains in the dark
about exactly what transpired in the earlier probe of the building
department, and exactly what Mr. Hynes discovered about the
fee’s legality that presumably caused him to change his mind.

And although we are sure City Manager Jim Robinson and the
City Council wish the entire episode would go away;, it clearly is
just getting started. Residents who challenged the fee now vow
to recall council member Kathy McKeithen, while another fac-
tion is focusing on Mayor Charles Marsala.

We doubt if this will do residents of the town any good or
result in the changes needed to rein in property owners who
are eager to dig complete basements under the maximum-size
7,800-square-foot home on a typical one-acre lot in Atherton.
Surely the town can find a way to recoup the damage done to
local roads and streets from the hundreds of trips from huge
dump trucks used on these projects.

Finally, we urge the council and Mr. Hynes to adopt a much
more open policy so that all residents can know and under-
stand what is happening in this case, and the others that are
sure to follow. Mr. Hynes should work with the council to
release information about the investigation, as well as the deci-
sion to dump the excavation fees. All town officials should
realize that they serve the people of Atherton; the public has
a right to know all the details about the building depart-
ment probe, and why the excavation fee was unceremoniously
dropped.

Our Regional Heritage

Photo by Marion Softky, courtesy of Jac Audiffred

Searsville Lake in Woodside was a popular recreation spot in 1975. It closed a year later after 54 years of commercial operation.
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LETTERS
Our readers write

More information

about Derry project
Editor:

On behalf of the Derry family
and the O’Brien Group, I am writ-
ing to provide additional infor-
mation about the Derry project,
which was recently approved by
the Menlo Park City Council
after a three-year public review
process.

The Derry public review pro-
cess was comprehensive, open
and productive. Prior to sub-
mitting a formal development
application, we presented our
concept for the project to the
City Council in January 2004,
where it was favorably received.

During four meetings with the
Planning Commission over 18
months, all elements of the project
were reviewed, from architectural
design to building materials to
potential commercial uses. As
a result of those very detailed
Planning Commission meetings,
we made numerous, and often
significant, changes to the project
including increasing the amount
of commercial space by 30 percent
and completely redesigning and
expanding the underground park-
ing garage.

Throughout this three-year pro-
cess, the public was invited to
participate and provide input. We
listened to community concerns
and made real changes to the proj-
ect to address those concerns.

That is why, at the end of the
process, the project was approved
unanimously by the Housing
Commission and the Planning
Commission, and approved by a
4-1 vote of the City Council.

The Derry project will provide
a number of important benefits
to the community:

B Payment of more than $5.5
million in development fees to
the city to fund police and fire
protection, schools and parks.

M A reliable long-term revenue
stream for the city.

B Much-needed affordable
housing for moderate-income
residents of our community,
including 21 BMR units.

B Redevelopment of an unde-
rutilized area of downtown
adjacent to the train station with
attractive new retail and restau-
rant spaces and a public plaza.

We worked hard with the com-
munity for three years to create
a development that maximizes
community benefits and mini-
mizes community impacts. It
strikes us as grossly unfair to the
entire community that a small
group of residents who chose not
to participate in the process at
any point over the last three years
are now threatening to derail the
development.

We urge you to get the facts

By Jack Morris

ecently the City Council changed
Rl;/lenlo Park’s zoning laws, nearly tri-
ling the housing density, changing

the counting definitions, and doubling com-

mercial density in downtown commercial
“mixed use” areas.

Referendum an opportunity for voter choice

retail outlets with high-density condos, we
lose sales tax and increase demand for city
services, simultaneously reducing revenues
and increasing city costs. These projects will
replace and therefore permanently eliminate

important parts of our retail sales tax base.
Instead of formalizing a community vision
and an economic plan that spe-

The major policy change was not
a result of an open, public discus-
sion on the future of Menlo Park,
but instead buried in approval of
a single item, the “Derry project.”
This is the most significant and
intense urbanization change ever
proposed for downtown Menlo
Park, and it applies to more than the
Derry site.

With the referendum, citizens

GUEST
OPINION

cifically attracts sales tax producers,
the council is making ad hoc deci-
sions based on developer requests.
For example:

B By granting special zoning
easements, public abandonments,
and increased densities, the council
created for the Derry project alone
at least $35 million of its value,
and got no public benefit in return
beyond routinely required fees.

will get a chance to learn the facts
and vote on our future. The Derry
condo project is the first in a wave of at least
three large downtown dense condo/commer-
cial projects. These will bring “unavoidable”
negative impacts on quality of life, schools,
traffic, downtown parking, access to playing
fields, open space, and city services.

When we replace car dealerships and

M This change does not follow
the existing approved general plan.
This ad hoc zoning by the council conceals
important policy decisions and quietly gives
pre-approval for a similarly dense follow-on
project at the former Cadillac dealer site.

B The new zoning sets a precedent for oth-
er proposed downtown housing projects. In
particular, it crowds out of sales-tax produc-

ing retail space. In the long run, this drives
down sales tax and increases demand for city
services. The policy is not sustainable.

B The zoning and general plan changes
are unnecessary for revitalization. Mixed-
use housing projects such as Menlo Square
and just-approved Beltramo’s adhere to
long-standing density regulations.

With no formal plan for economic revi-
talization or for the “look and feel” of the
El Camino corridor, the council majority
will continue to make decisions, project by
project. The referendum represents the only
chance for citizens to participate meaning-
fully in these important decisions.

Citizens should vote on the new zon-
ing laws. Menlo Park should insist on
appropriate public compensation from
the developers in exchange for community
generosity. Supporting the referendum
may be the last chance to participate in cre-
ating a community vision for downtown
Menlo Park and El Camino Real that is
sustainable and benefits Menlo Park.

Give the people a vote.

Jack Morris is a former member of the City
Council who lives on Baywood Avenue.

before you consider signing the

petition opposing the Derry

project. You can get more infor-

mation by visiting our Web site
at www.derryatmenlo.com.

Jim Pollart, vice president

The O’Brien Group

Foster City

Golf course plan
hatched a year ago

Editor:

October 25, 2006, will mark
the one-year anniversary of the
Menlo Park Parks and Recre-
ation meeting where the public
first saw plans for a golf course
and a sports complex on the
tidal pond at Bayfront Park.

The rationale at the time for
privatizing the heart of the park
for a golf course, clubhouse, park-
ing lots and roads and for the ath-
letics complex was that the park
maintenance fund was running
out of money. And Menlo Park
would get “free” fields.

It was never convincingly
explained, among so many oth-
er things, how the golf course
was going to offset the cost of
maintaining the park, which
would still have expenses.

The golf course and athletic
complex on the tidal pond were
environmentally, legally and
financially highly risky. High-
lands Golf had the good sense
to withdraw their proposal.

One year later, we have before
us Measure J, a request to the
voters for a blank check to build
an athletics complex on the
heart of the park. To be included
in this plan are four competi-
tive-size fields, road upgrades,
a snack shack, bleachers, park-

ing lots, lights, and bathrooms.
What Measure ] doesn’t have are
spending limits or oversight.

This complex will have many
of the same environmental and
financial risks as the golf course; it
will cost millions to build, and the
yearly maintenance of the complex
alone, excluding the remaining
park, will be extraordinarily high.

That’s a huge subsidy. It makes
the slight child care facility offset
a mere pittance. It would divert
funds from other recreation pro-
grams that were promised better
and expanded facilities, such as
the Burgess gym and basketball
court.

Andbuilding a $17 million-plus
sports complex doesn’t answer
the original question: How will
we finance the long-term main-
tenance costs of the park?

Wise voters will see that Mea-
sure J is a boondoggle. We need
reasonable field solutions, not
endless debt. And we need a
vision for keeping Bayfront Park
as our last open parkland.

Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

No on Measure J

Editor:

When I first joined the Menlo
Park Arts Commission in 1987, I
became aware of the Wuthering
Heights beauty of Bayfront Park
and its minimal-impact sculp-
ture. My then young daughter
always enjoyed the city-spon-
sored kite flying days.

I agree with the Parks and
Recreation Commission that
there is not enough information
on which to base a development
decision. The technical stud-

ies that were done when a golf
course was first proposed there,
about 15 to 20 years ago, need to
be reviewed and updated.

At that time, a golf course and
playing fields were deemed to
be technically unfeasible, due to
water issues, fertilizer/herbicide
on top of landfill issues, and gas
from garbage issues.

I believe the old information
is all current, with the possible
exception of the quantity of
gas emissions, as well as the
drought, which was true then
and will be true again, but is not
true right now. Even if a major-
ity of the citizens of Menlo Park
are willing to undergo rationing
in order to water this proposed
development, is irrigating over a
landfill technically feasible?

Unless these issues have changed,
there is no point in considering
development. Too bad the City
Council majority ignored requests
for this review, in favor of schedul-
ing an expensive election.

Do we want our children playing
on the continuously settling sur-
face of alandfill? Is the cost feasible
in this time of austere budgeting?

Some citizens prize open space
while others can’t see open space
without imagining some kind
of development. And Menlo
Park is under no obligation to
provide playing fields or golf
courses to anyone else.

Please vote NO on Measure J.

Margaret Fruth
Peggy Lane, Menlo Park

Respect the council’s
Derry project decision

Editor:
Last week I attended the debate

sponsored by the League of
Women Voters and was glad to
hear all of the challengers say
that if they were elected they
would “put an end to divisive
politics,” “listen to our city com-
missioners,” and work to “bring
businesses back to Menlo Park.”

So after all of these pleasant-
ries, [ was surprised to hear the
residentialist slate of candidates
(Vince Bressler, Rich Cline
and Heyward Robinson), none
of whom spoke up during the
public hearings on this project,
all say that they supported a
referendum to overturn the City
Council’s approval of the Derry
project. This is a project that
after numerous public hear-
ings was recommended by staff,
unanimously recommended
by the Housing Commission
and Planning Commission, and
approved by a 4-1 supermajority
of the City Council (including
Kelly Fergusson).

Even more surprising was when
Mr. Robinson said that if he were
elected he would “get the devel-
oper back to the table to get the
project right.” What makes can-
didate Robinson think that the
developers would come back to
the table if the city reneges on this
deal? What makes him think he
would be a better negotiator than
all those involved before him?

If this referendum proceeds it
will bring further uncertainty
to the business climate in Menlo
Park. It’s time to put campaign
stunts aside, do what is best for
the community, and respect
the outcome of our city’s deci-
sion-making process, even if you

See LETTERS, page 24
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Arastradero ACTCS, Palo Alto ALAIN PINEL

Presenting an idyllic environment for the estate home of your dreams, this sunny property of approximately 10 acres features a vast level meadow studded by heri-
tage-quality specimen trees and encircled by lush oak forest. Numerous fruit trees promise a varied and abundant harvest, while a nearby seasonal creek supplies the
uplifting sounds of moving water.

* Direct access to Arastradero Preserve (600+acres) * Perfectly situated to grace an Old World-style * On a private land off Arastradero Road, new Alpine
which connect to other open space parks to the Bay kitchen garden, a variety of orchard trees promises Road in Portola Valley.A Once you turn off
lands. Perfect for horseback riding, biking and hiking. Spring bloom followed by a bountiful harvest of Arastradero Road, you'll proceed along a tree lined

* Lot size of approximately 10 acres. sun-ripened fruit country lane that winds beside a seasonal creek.

* Top rated Palo Alto School District * Stretched along the back of the property, oaks and ~ * Only 3 minutes away from Alpine Hills Tennis

rich understory of native plants clothe the gently and Swim Club and Hwy 280.
sloping hillside and arch over an inviting trail

along the “high road” ridge.

Bright and Spacious Tudor Elegance
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262 reet, Redwood City
* 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms * Main-level bedroom doubles as a den * Excellent location just moments from local
* Expansive, light-filled living room with fireplace * Expansive upper-level master bedroom suite, com- schools, shopping, and major commute routes
* Elegant formal dining room plete with a fireplace and marble-finished spa-bath * Approximately 2,790 square feet of living space
* Bright and spacious gourmet kitchen * Two additional bedrooms and a hall bath on the upperlevel ~ * Lot size of approximately 7,150 square feet
* Casual dining area opens to rear deck, ideal for * Attached 2-car garage not visible from the street

al fresco entertaining * Secluded rear grounds feature semi-tropical floral
* Inviting family room features a fireplace and French accents and mature trees including citrus and
door to the deck soaring redwoods

2% | Jim Bymes, M.B.A., SRES

_- ; Seniors Real Estate Specialist
650.464.4848
www.jimbyrneshomes.com

Offered at $1,188,000

Open Sunday 1:30-4:30PM

YOouR BEST REAL ESTATE DECISION [=}

apr.com | MENLO PARK 620 Santa Cruz Avenue 650.462.1111
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