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- Official Portola Valley is preparing to cut C02

y emissions. Is the specter of global warming on the
radar yet in Atherton, Woodside and Menlo Park?
~ {Page 16}



apr.com
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REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 N
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. e REALTORS

PALO ALTO

Secluded on a quiet cul-de-sac, this
spacious and elegant 6bd/4.5ba
traditional home feels miles

away from it all. Offering a sleek
architectural nod to ltalianate styling,
the clean-lined stucco facade features
banks of unadorned windows, a
low-pitched tiled roof with deep

% overhangs, and French doors to an
inviting entry terrace with a fountain.

$2,988,000

M MENLO PARK

| Great home in Vintage Oaks.
4bd/4ba, office with significant
| built-in cabinetry, chef’s kitchen

| opens to casual dining area and
family room. Great upstairs play
area. 12,252+/-sf lot with Menlo
Park schools.

8 $2,900,000

REDWOOD CITY

Ideally situated in the desirable
Mt. Carmel neighborhood,

this 3bd/1ba lovely home has
been upgraded and updated
maintaining its original charm.
Close proximity to parks and the
revitalized downtown shopping,
restaurants and theatre
complex.

$1,079,000

apr.com | MENLO PARK OFFICE 620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE 650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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Draggin’ his tail
Music specialist Richard Vaughan, in an extremely large dragon costume, directs the Hillview Middle
School band as it leads the Menlo Park Halloween parade down Santa Cruz Avenue on Saturday, Oct. 28.

Scores of costumed kids and their doting parents marched in the parade, collected candy from downtown
merchants and played games at a city sponsored carnival at the Burgess Recreation Center. See more

Halloween photos on Page 24.

Atherton

B Atherton’s finest feel the love in town survey.
Page 20

Portola Valley

B Council sounds alarm on Proposition 90.
Page 19
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B City employee union, developers are players,
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B Planning Commission recommends council
approve 33 Willow Road homes. Page 5

BCity staff reports finding an additional $1.3
million in budget. Page 9

Woodside

B Council OKs higher retirement benefits for
town staff. Page 10
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B Menlo Park trustees change grade levels for
Encinal and Laurel schools. Page 13
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On the cover

Scientists are sounding alarms about the rate that
the ice caps at Greenland and Antarctica are melt-
ing. Portola Valley has gone on the record to support
the idea of reducing CO2 emissions. The Almanac
looks at Portola Valley’s plans and asks whether
such concerns are animating officials in Atherton,
Menlo Park and Woodside? Photo illustration by
Marjan Sadoughi. Story begins on Page 16.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

For Classified ads, call 854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213

Display advertising: Ext. 233

Fax: 854-0677

M E-mail news to (no photos please):
editor@AlmanacNews.com

M E-mail news photos with captions to:
photo@AlmanacNews.com

W E-mail letters to the editor to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455, Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years.

94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027,

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O.
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction
without permission is strictly prohibited.

Is your
addiction
hurting
anyone?

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol

and other drugs. Our services are offered in a warm and caring
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals
gain control over their lives.

The Sequoia Center is licensed through
the State of California to deliver:

—Call today 1-800-997-5504
to schedule a free, confidential
assessment with one
of our Specialists.

sequoia
q CENTER
Programs /Partial Hospitalization CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES
/Day Treatment — 650 Main Street, Redwood City

a A 2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View

-',;‘;‘ ] 800-997-5504 » www.sequoiacenter.com
—

o Medical Detoxification
 Quipatient Treatment (Day & Evening)
® Residential Treatment

o Integrated Behavioral Health

HEALTH - HOPE - RECOVERY
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3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates: November1, 2, 3, 4
o g www.robertsmarket.com

:
o

T TP ?’RODUCE T TP

Great in a Salad

ruvu ersimmons @ 2 51
Pair with cheese... 2k
BARTLETT PEARS ‘»‘d 79¢.

Crisp

BLUE LAKE BEANS ‘5 99¢,

~

Clip-top P

LOOSE CARROTS 39¢,

_/ Stuffed Bell Peppers
= ...Bakedina
Tomato Garlic Sauce . . .

Artichoke
Fettuccine . ..
with Prosciutto
and Parmesan Cheese . . .

From the Land of &teak and Wine

ﬂrgentina is the world’s eighth-largest country and fifth-largest wine producer.
ith topography that ranges from high mountain regions to deserts and everything in
between, it hardly comes as a surprise that Argentina has wine-producing regions. The
best of its wine products are composed of the Malbec grape, which was imported from
the Bordeaux region of France over a century ago. Malbec produces big, soft, juicy, red
wines that go so well with steak. This is hardly a coincidence since Argentina is one of
the world’s premier beef producers. As for whites, try Argentina’s Chardonnays. Also
popular is the Torrontes grape, which produces a light, spicy wine that goes well with
garlic dishes.

Being a large beef producing country and a wine producing country
have allowed Argentina to use the Malbec grape to make a perfect
wine for steak. At ROBERTS MARKET, we feature imported wines
from many countries, including Argentina. Our wine department
is the most extensive in the area, more than most liquor

stores. Don't forget fresh cut flowers from our floral depart-
ment to grace your table.
Hint: Argentina’s wines are generally good values. ~—

FeIW TN GROCERY V& & ot
RED BULL ENERGY DRINK $1.49

8 oz. — Also Sugar Free — Plus Calif. Redeem Value

RED BARON DEEP DISH PAN PIZZA $2.99

14 oz. — Cheese — Pepperoni — Deluxe

BRUMMEL & BROWN SPREAD $1.49

15 oz. Tub

GOLD MEDAL ALL PURPOSE FLOUR $1.79

5 Ib. bag — Also Unbleached

OCEAN SPRAY CRAISINS $1.79

6 oz

GLAD KITCHEN DRAWSTRING GARBAGE BAGS ¢ 3.99

22 count

4 m The Almanac m November 1, 2006

Over 15 years ago Catena emerged from Argentina becoming their
[irst successful “internationally” styled wine. Under the direction of
wine maker Paul Hobbs, Catena began exporting high quality, afford-
able wines that could compete directly with European and California
wines. Eventually, Catena introduced a second label, Alamos, which
bas become a consistent source of delicious value wines.

2005 Alamos Chardonnay — Reg. $9.99 ... Sale - $8.99
2005 Alamos Malbec — Reg. $9.99 ... Sale - $8.99
2004 Catena Chardonnay, Mendoza — Reg. $16.99 . . Sale - $14.99
2003 Catena Malbec, Mendoza — Reg. $19.99 . . Sale - $16.99

PO TR MEAT BT

%, « Sbecial This Week from Roberts — z=*
a8t iy

rBoNESTEAKS <, 2 310.98s
MARKET sTEAKS C&552~ $12,98,,
PRIME NEW YORK STEAKS 525.98.

3

FLANKSTEAK 577 = $8.98,

S




Can you be too rich?

There weren’t too many
complainers among
those who responded to a
recent survey of Atherton
residents. Of the nearly 700
people queried, just three
percent said they were dis-
satisfied with the quality of
life in town.

Of that three percent,
6.8 percent complained
that their neighborhood
is getting too wealthy, and
people are building houses
that are just too darn large.

Proof that even affluence
has its discontents. And
malcontents.

Not seeing eye to eye

“Can you please not flash
that laser beam in my eye?”
In the midst of the coun-
cil’s Oct. 24 meeting, Menlo

Park Councilwoman Kelly
Fergusson blurted out those
words to Mayor Nicholas
Jellins, whom she said was
shining light from a laser
pointer in her right eye.

Mayor Jellins continued
to facilitate the meeting, but
Ms. Fergusson, fed up and
seeing red, left the dais to sit
in the front row of audience.

Mr. Jellins eventually
called a recess, spoke brief-
ly with Ms. Fergusson, and
the meeting resumed.

Underprivileged
in Atherton

Ever wonder about the
minimum requirements for
raising a family? Well, one
Atherton resident expressed
an opinion on exactly that
topic on Oct. 18 when peti-
tioning the City Council to
change the zoning of her
street to allow for larger
homes to be built.

The tragically small lots on
Parker Avenue, off of Stock-
bridge Avenue, limit house
size to a maximum of 2,250
square feet, resulting in an
extremely transient popula-
tion, a couple of residents
said. The standard lot size in
Atherton is one acre. Typical
lots in the neighborhood are
less than a fifth of an acre.

“You can’t raise a family in
that (size house),” one wom-
an declared with conviction.

Council members prom-
ised they would look into
the matter.

Edited by Andrea Gemmet,
agemmet@almanacnews.com.

Local News

MENLO PARK

ATHERTON

WooDsIDE |

PorRTOLA VALLEY

City employee unien, developers
are players, payers in council race

Union reports spending $7,400 in election;
it backs candidates Cline and Robinson

r I Yhe San Mateo County
Central Labor Council
has spent about $7,400

campaigning for and against

Menlo Park council candidates,

according to finance reports

filed as of Friday, Oct. 27, with
the California Secretary of State’s
office in Sacramento.

The labor council and the
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU), which represents
city employees other than police,
have endorsed two candidates:
Candidates Richard Cline and
Heyward Robinson.

Mr. Cline and Mr. Robinson
are opposing the “incumbent”
slate of Lee Duboc, Mickie Win-
kler and John Boyle (a challenger
endorsed by the incumbents).

The labor council has mailed
two fliers to Menlo Park residents
that urge voters to oppose incum-
bents Ms. Duboc and Ms. Win-
kler; one of those fliers endorses
Mr. Cline and Mr. Robinson.

Spokespeople from SEIU said

the union would campaign against
council members who support the
privatization of city services.

Although no candidates said
he or she is entirely opposed to
privatization, Ms. Duboc and
Ms. Winkler pushed the priva-
tization of the city’s aquatics
center and child care programs
as members of the

Developers, real estate interests write checks
for ‘incumbent’ slate: Duboc, Winkler, Boyle

enlo Park voters aren’t
the only people invested
in the race to fill three

open seats on the City Council.
The second wave of campaign
finance reports obtain Friday
shows development and real
estate interests — including a
developer with a project set to go
before the council

council.

The incumbents
and Mr. Boyle did
not seek endorse-

PAGE 8

M David Bohannon: Menlo
Park City Council is “bipolar.”

next year — writ-
ing big checks to
keep the current
council majority

umneigfls from the B Conflict of interest in mn Efol‘l/\i’:r'“incum
: developer, union contributions » . )

SEIU Local 715 cam[j)idates? bent” slate is made
did not make direct up of Lee Duboc,

contributions to

candidates’ campaigns, but donat-
ed $2,975 to the labor council,
according to the reports.

Mr. Cline did receive $1,000
from a Burlingame-based union,
the Plumbers and Steamfitters
Local 467.

— Rory Brown,
Almanac staff writer

Mickie Winkler
and John Boyle. Although Mr.
Boyle is a newcomer, he is
backed by the incumbents.

The three candidates are run-
ning as a slate, and have raised
about $78,500, combined, from
Jan.1 to Oct. 27, according to the
reports.

Mr. Boyle leads all candi-

dates with $29,740 in mon-
etary donations, followed by
Ms. Duboc with $25,540 and
Ms. Winkler with $23,267.

About two-thirds of Mr.
Boyle’s donations are listed in
the most recent report, which
accounts for contributions from
Oct. 1 to Oct. 27. He received
$19,050 during that time span,
and Ms. Duboc and Ms. Winkler
received $12,875 and $12,050,
respectively.

The other three candidates —
Vincent Bressler, Richard Cline
and Heyward Robinson — say
they are running independent
campaigns, but are united in
their opposition to the current
council majority.

Ofthe opponents, Mr. Robinson
raised the most, receiving $22,400
in monetary donations, followed
by Mr. Cline with $13,885 and
Mr. Bressler with $10,919.

According to the reports,

See DEVELOPERS, page 8

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

Planning Commission OKs 33 Willow Road homes

proposal to build 33 detached three- A ,I' Mldzilzelfleld ,-" g
and four-bedroom homes in Menlo ey
Park’s Linfield Oaks neighborhood P ooumea Y (S

~ Drive L]

won the support of the Planning Commis- >

sion on Oct. 23.

The commission voted 6-0 to recom-
mend the City Council approve the
demolition of a 40,000-square-foot office
building at 75 Willow Road to make

way for the home-
oy forthe home.
4.5-acre site adja-

cent to the Sunset magazine campus.

Commissioner Louis Deziel did not vote
due to a conflict of interest.

The council is scheduled to consider the
proposal at its Nov. 18 meeting.

The plan requires a general plan
amendment and a rezoning of the prop-
erty from office use to “medium-density”
residential.

The proposed homes range from 1,700
square feet to 2,400 square feet, and
the estimated sale prices are between
$1 million to $2 million, said Elaine
Breeze, a senior vice president and
managing director of the Palo Alto-
based Summer Hill Homes, which is

’ . “a - L . b -
.' . T )
3 Sy r
p 8Hamenoad ¥ . 175 Linfield

~
~
e

Drive

kol

HOMEWOOD
PLACE

Thirty-three homes are proposed for a 4.5-acre site at 75 Willow Road. Ground has already
been project for a project to build 56 homes at 110 and 175 Linfield Drive. In addition, plans for
medical offices at 321 Middlefield Road and 37 homes at 8 Homewood Place are in the works.

proposing the project.

Five of the homes would be below-mar-
ket-rate units.

The city would receive a one-time pay-
ment of about $1.06 million in park-in-lieu
funds, and the Menlo Park City School
District would receive about $112,000 a
year if the project is approved.

Other projects

project proposed for the Linfield Oaks
neighborhood this year.

project for 110 and 175 Linfield Drive.

Courtesy Summerhill Homes

The project is the second major housing

In March, the council approved a 56-home
Two more proposals for the neighbor-

See WILLOW HOMES, page 8
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Lucile Packard \

Children’s Hospital
AT STANFORD /

www.lpch.org

What Every Parent Needs to Know
About Eating Disorders

If Your Child:

3 Severely limits or refuses food

3 Fears gaining weight

% Is underweight

3% Denies seriousness of low weight

¥ Exercises excessively

3 Engages in binge eating and/or purging

3% Uses diet pills, laxatives or other medications to assist with weight control
3 Is significantly overweight

3 Has feelings of depression, despair, loss of control or social isolation

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital is here to help. With two decades of experience, the eating
disorders program at Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital is the only comprehensive program in
Northern California offering both inpatient and outpatient treatment for anorexia, bulimia and
other eating problems. It’s also the only one with a dedicated space designed particularly for the

adolescents it serves.

Visit www.Ipch.org or call (650) 498-4468 to obtain more information on these services provided

by Packard Children’s

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDEN’S

HOSPITAL
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Mary Draeger, widow of Frank
Draeger and mother of 10, dies

Mary Antonette Draeger of
Hillsborough died Oct. 22 after
a lengthy battle with lung can-
cer. She was 82.

For 56 years Ms. Draeger
was married to Frank Draeger,
founder of Menlo Park’s popu-
lar Draeger’s Supermarket, who
died July 2, 2005. She shared
her husband’s love of fine food
and cooking, creating many of
the recipes used by Draeger’s
Supermarkets today.

Ms. Draeger was born in San
Francisco to Dr. Anthony and
Genevieve Diepenbrock. She
was the eldest of nine children.
She attended Notre Dame Ele-
mentary in Belmont and Con-
vent of the Sacred Heart in San
Francisco. She graduated from
the University of California,
Berkeley. She married Francis
Jean Draeger on September 18,
1948. They resided in Hillsbor-
ough for nearly 60 years.

Ms. Draeger was a remarkably
strong and charitable woman, say
family members. She often could
be found serving food to the poor,
traveling to Lourdes, France, with
the sick, or organizing fundrais-
ing events, all the while raising a
family of 10 children.

Regardless of her cancer diag-
nosis, she appeared invincible,
say family members, surviving
for nearly two years with late-
stage lung cancer and continu-
ing to meet all her social and

Mary Antonette Dreager shared
her husband’s love of fine food

and cooking, creating many of the
recipes used by Draeger's markets
today.

charitable obligations until only
the last few months of her life.
Ms. Draeger volunteered for,
and otherwise supported many
charitable organizations: St.
Bartholomew Church in San
Mateo, the St. Vincent de Paul
Society of San Mateo County,
the Equestrian Order of the
Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem,
the Sovereign Military Order
of Malta, and the Hillsborough
Auxiliary of the Fine Arts

Museum of San Francisco. She
was a member of the Confrerie
de la Chaine des Rotisseurs, and
an active alumna of Gamma Phi
Beta Sorority.

She is survived by her 10
children: John of Los Altos
Hills, Clotilde Lockwood of San
Mateo, Anthony of Menlo Park,
James of Belvedere, Richard of
Woodside, Patrick of Sonoma,
Peter of Portola Valley, Mary
Claire DeSoto of Redwood City,
Rebecca Peters of San Carlos,
and Joany Draeger of Redwood
City; and 22 grandchildren.

She is also survived by sib-
lings Anthony B. Diepenbrock
of San Mateo, Claire Diepen-
brock of San Francisco, Flor-
ence Stronck of Union City,
Michael Diepenbrock of Santa
Rosa, and Patricia Hargarten
of San Francisco. She was
preceded in death by her hus-
band, Frank Draeger, and sister
Rebecca Del Santo.

Donations in honor of Ms.
Draeger honor may be sent to St.
Barthomew Church, 300 Alam-
eda de las Pulgas, San Mateo,
CA 94402; the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, Greater
Bay Area Chapter, 49 Stevenson
St., Suite 1200, San Francisco,
CA 94105-2974; or to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul, 50 North
B St., San Mateo, CA 94401.
Please note that the gift is in Ms.
Draeger’s memory.

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

The Best Schools Begin with the | %
Best School Board )

.;\ 0;

I =

In this column I usually answer
questions pertainingtoreal estateissues
based on my experience as both a real
estate attorney and as a broker. Over
the years I have learned that the
quality of the local schools has more
impact on real estate values than
any other single issue. To maintain
an excellent school district you need
the creative vision and commitment
of school board trustees, dedicated and
qualified teachers and administrators,
and supportive and involved parents.
AsaMenlo Park resident, former board
member of the Menlo Park Atherton
Education Foundation, and parent of
children who attended Menlo Park
District schools, I know how lucky we
have been to have enjoyed all three
elements continuously these past years.

Next Tuesday, November 7, we will
elect three members of the board of the
Menlo Park City School District and
our luck continues. Candidates Laura
Rich (incumbent), Jeff Child, and
Deborah Fitz have superb credentials
and experience. All three know how
best to allocate the $91 million raised
by Measure U Bond in June 2006.
All three are dedicated to providing
an excellent educational experience
for all children, including those who
need more specialized instruction.
All three are the best ones to attract and
maintain highly qualified teachers and
staffandupdatelong-termstrategicplans.

To maintain Menlo ParKs strong
educational values, I urge you to vote for
Laura Rich, Jeff Child and Deborah Fitz
for Menlo Park City School District.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail
me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a

free market analysis of your property..

Happy 105 to
Florence Webb!

Florence Webb celebrates her
105th birthday at The Sequoias in
Portola Valley, where she has lived
for 29 years. Ms. Webb enjoyed not
one or two, but three parties for
her birthday. First her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren joined her
for Sunday dinner. Her friends at
The Lodge celebrated her actual
birthday with her Oct. 11. And on
Oct. 12, she joined the other 21
Sequoians born in October for the
monthly birthday dinner. Ms. Webb
was born on the west coast of
England in 1901. She came to the
United States in 1925 to join her
English-born fiance, and married
the day of her arrival. She has a
daughter, three grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren.

Meet Krista.

Krista Conover is a Trust Officer at Borel Private Bank. With
7 years in the industry and a law degree, she knows trusts and
she knows her clients. A former high school basketball coach,

Krista also knows what it takes to be part of a successful team.

You can reach her directly by calling 650.378.3717 or sending
an e-mail to kconover@borel.com—ask her about a living trust,

or about the buzzer beater that made her day.

Banking — we take it personally.

Eﬂ Borel Private Bank
& Trust Company
Borel Private Bank & Trust Company

Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough, LLC

Sand Hill Advisors, Inc.
BOSTON PRIVATE Wealti: Management Group

Photo by Genevieve Oxley ‘BP
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By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

In 2002, Mr. Bohannon supported
then-candidates Lee Duboc, Nicholas
Jellins and Mickie Winkler, who form the

be more inclusive in their behavior,
and I don’t think they’ve done that,”
Mr. Bohannon said. “There’s a lot of
frustration in the community, and
what I didn’t expect, is that frustration
has become attached to me. I regret

ather than siding with one of the

two political camps vying to win

majority of seats on the Menlo

Park City Council, influential developer

David Bohannon is writing checks across
the board.

Mr. Bohannon’s company, the David
D. Bohannon Organization, donated
$2,000 to all six council candidates,
according to campaign finance reports
filed last week.

Mr. Bohannon said he is backing all
six candidates so he won’t be “attached”

current council
majority.
Although
Mr. Bohannon’s
company donat-
ed to the current
campaigns to
re-elect incum-
bents Duboc and
Winkler, he said
his past involve-
ment in politics

1 think any of these

with one side.’

candidates will serve the
community well; [ just
don't want to be aligned

having got-
ten so actively
involved in
supporting one
[political] side
or the other.”
He added that
his name has
been linked to

— particularly his support of the two

various deci-

DAvVID BOHANNON. sions made by
the current

majority — including a proposal to

David Bohannon: Menlo Park City Council is ‘bipolar’

M He donates $2,000 to each of the six council
candidates instead of backing one side.

Mr. Bohannon’s company has pro-
posed a new 125-room hotel and more
than 500,000 square feet of office space
on a total of 13.5 acres near Marsh Road
and U.S. 101.

The council viewed the project plans
in October 2005, but there has yet to
be an announcement that the project is
moving forward.

He said all six of the candidates
requested to meet with him before
the election, and after discussions
with the candidates, he decided to
contribute to all of their respective
campaigns.

“I think any of these candidates will
serve the community well; I just don’t
want to be aligned with one side,” Mr.
Bohannon said. “I want to help them all

“bipolar council.”

to the actions of one of two sides of a

councilwomen — was “a mistake.”
<« . .
I've encouraged the majority to

build a golf course at Bayfront Park
— that he had nothing to do with.

get their messages out and let the voters
decide.” B

DEVELOPERS

continued from page 5

$7,862 of Mr. Robinson’s dona-
tions were received from Oct. 1
to Oct. 27. Candidates Cline and
Robinson received $6,635 and
$4,830, respectively, during the
same time period.

Cadillac site developer

Among the contributions to
the majority camp is $4,000
to each of the three candidates
from representatives of the San
Mateo-based Sand Hill Property
Management Co. -- the com-
pany behind plans to build 135
apartments and about 78,000
square feet of commercial space
at the former Cadillac dealer-
ship at 1300 El Camino Real in
Menlo Park.

The company’s president,
Peter Pau, and vice president,
Jeff Warmoth, each gave $2,000
to each of the candidates’ cam-
paigns.

The company’s proposal is
currently under review, and is
scheduled to go before the coun-
cil next year.

The proposed site is near
Glenwood Avenue, adjacent to
the proposed site for the Derry
condo-commercial project.

Both projects could be delayed
if a referendum of the Derry
project moves forward. The
council’s approval of the Derry
project included a partial rezon-
ing of the Cadillac site that
would allow for a high-density

residential project.

Other development interests
also donated at least $1,000 to
each of the three majority can-
didates’ campaigns, according
to the reports.

Robert Gould, president of
Menlo Management Co., a
mortgage loan company, gave
$1,000 to each of the candi-
dates; Walter Harrington, a Palo
Alto-based commercial prop-
erty owner, gave $1,000; and
Charles and Russell Collier, who
work in real estate management,
each gave $500. The reports list
Russell Collier under an Ather-
ton address, and Charles under
his business address in Menlo
Park.

Howard Crittenden of Ather-
ton, a real estate broker and
owner of the Park Theatre
building, also donated $1,000 to
each of the three candidates.

Mr. Crittenden, who previ-
ously donated $1,000 to each of
the three candidates, accord-
ing to the first reports, has
issued a proposal to the city to
convert the theater into office
space.

Other donations to the major-
ity candidates include $3,000 to
Mr. Boyle from venture capital-
ist Ted Schlein; $1,000 to each of
the three candidates from John
Goldman of Atherton; and $150
from Pacific Gas and Electric to
Ms. Duboc and Ms. Winkler.

— Rory Brown,
Almanac staff writer

Contflict of interest in developer,
union contributions to candidates?

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

fter criticizing their oppo-
Anents for entering into a

potential conflict of inter-
est with local labor unions, Men-
lo Park City Council candidates
John Boyle and incumbents Lee
Duboc and Mickie Winkler have
their own explaining to do.

The three candidates, who form
the “incumbent slate,” have each
accepted $4,000 donations from a
company scheduled to propose a
major condo-commercial project
to the council next year.

But the candidates say the
donations shouldn’t spark any
questions about a potential
conflict of interest — develop-
ers just want to present their
projects to a receptive council.

“I don’t think it’s a conflict of
interest,” said Ms. Winkler. “These
contributions from developers
have been spurred by the Derry
referendum. People are seeing
their business interests in Menlo
Park going down the tube.”

Contributions of $2,000 were
submitted to each of the three
candidates from both Peter Pau
and Jeff Warmoth, president and
vice president, respectively of
the San Mateo-based Sand Hill
Property Management Co., the
company behind plans to build
135 apartments and about 78,000

square feet of commercial space
at the former Cadillac dealership
at 1300 El Camino Real.

The site is adjacent to the
proposed site for the Derry
condo-commercial project, and
both projects could be delayed
if a referendum on the Derry
project — which includes a par-
tial rezoning of the Cadillac site
— moves forward.

The 1300 El Camino Real proj-
ect is currently under review,
and scheduled to go before the
council next year.

“You have three candidates
that support the referendum ...
and you have three candidates
supportive of ... the groups that
go through a process to get their
projects approved,” said Mr.
Boyle. “If you were a developer,
who would you be helping out?”

There is nothing in the state
election law or the city’s Menlo
Park municipal code that pro-
hibits candidates from accept-
ing donations from developers
with pending projects, said City
Attorney Bill McClure.

Also, he said it is not illegal
for council members, who have
received campaign donations
from those proposing projects,
to vote on such projects.

Union donations
Also absent from state election

law and the city’s municipal code
is any language barring council
members from voting on labor
contracts after they’ve received
union support as candidates.

The incumbent slate has
criticized the willingness of
candidates Richard Cline and
Heyward Robinson to seek and
accept endorsement from labor
unions that the city negotiates
with in closed session.

“The unions have endorsed
me, and I’'m happy to have their
endorsement and support,” said
Mr. Robinson. “If I'm elected,
it’s by the voters of Menlo Park,
and that’s my number one
responsibility.”

The San Mateo County Cen-
tral Labor Council has spent
$7,400 campaigning for can-
didates Cline and Robinson,
and campaigning against the
incumbents, according to cam-
paign finance reports filed with
the Secretary of State’s office.

The Service Employees Inter-
national Union Local 715, which
represents city employees other
than police, has also endorsed the
two candidates, and has contrib-
uted $2,975 to the labor council.

Mr. Robinson labeled the
donations to the incumbent
slate made by Sand Hill Man-
agement Co. “questionable con-
tributions.” B

WILLOW HOMES

continued from page 5

hood — converting offices at
321 Middlefield Road to medical
offices and building 37 homes at 8
Homewood Place— have yet to go
before the council.

Neighbors have opposed plans
for development, arguing that
the cumulative effects of the
projects would increase traffic
and overburden schools.

“The effects of this development
are incremental,” said Vincent
Bressler, a council candidate and
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Linfield Oaks resident. “No piece of
it drastically changes the neighbor-
hood, but combined, [the projects]
are creating impacts that haven't
been properly considered.”

But supporters of the 75 Wil-
low Road project say that the
impacts aren’t as severe as critics

make them out to be.

“This is not an intense use of
this site — the density is actu-
ally quite low,” said Henry Riggs,
a planning commissioner. “An
easy critique is increased traffic,
but there’s actually less traffic
associated with this project than

re-leasing the office building.”

Mr. Bressler and Richard Cline,
another council candidate, have
both opposed further development
for the neighborhood. But if elected
Nov. 7, the candidates likely won’t
have a sayin the matter. They won't
take office until Dec. 5. B
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Menlo Park staff reports finding
additional $1.3 million in budget

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

In going over the books for

the fiscal year that ended
June 30, Menlo Park’s staff iden-
tified an additional $1.3 million
in the general fund budget to
add to reserves.

But what does it mean in light of
Menlo Park’s ongoing structural
budget deficit? And what does it
mean for Measure K, the utility users
tax on the city’s Nov. 7 ballot?

That depends who you ask.
The city’s finance director cred-
its the surplus to “significant
staff vacancies” in the police and
community services depart-
ments, and unspecified revenues
that were higher than expected.

Mayor Nicholas Jellins, in a
press release on Oct. 26, credits
“the outsourcing of Burgess
Pool and other operating effi-
ciencies,” before mentioning
the staff vacancies and higher
revenues. Although his press
release states that his aim is to
let voters know that the city
still needs Measure K money to
make ends meet, both Mr. Jell-
ins’ timing and his casting of the
issue is raising questions.

“I'm very concerned that our
serious budget deficit is being
glazed over for candidates to
make political gains,” said Coun-
cilwoman Kelly Fergusson. “This
is an effort to put a happy face on
our budget situation”

It sure sounds like good news.

Incumbent council candidates
Lee Duboc and Mickie Win-
kler, along with slate partner
John Boyle, have been touting
the savings from outsourcing
Burgess Pool operations in their
campaign. Ms. Fergusson, along
with Councilman Andy Cohen,
have criticized the no-bid deal to
turn over operation of the new
aquatic center to Tim Sheeper.

During the Tuesday, Oct. 24,
council meeting, Ms. Fergusson
stressed that the city continues
to have major budget problems.
“It’s easy to fool voters by play-
ing a shell game,” she said.

On Oct. 27, Vision 2020, a group
of Menlo Park residents, fired off
its own press release about both
the million-dollar surplus and Mr.
Jellins’ press release. (Many mem-
bers of the group back the three
candidates— Vince Bressler, Rich-
ard Cline and Heyward Robinson
— who oppose the incumbents.)

“Mr. Jellins chose to put a
press release out on the eve of a
hotly contested election where
real questions about the leader-
ship of incumbent candidates
have been raised,” said spokes-
man Mike Gullard. “We do not
think smoke and mirrors press
releases with a government
imprimatur are the way to man-
age, nor proper vehicles to assist
campaigns, nor the way to lead
our city forward.”

Mr. Gullard maintains that
savings are based on outdated

budget numbers, and that cal-
culations for outsourcing the
pool were based on the cost of
running the 30-year-old pool,
not the new $7 million aquatic
complex that Mr. Sheeper is
operating rent-free.

Finance Director Carol Augus-
tine said that the estimated $1.3
million surplus is likely a one-
time occurrence.

“Many of the conditions leading
to this surplus were either short-
term in nature, or have already
been taken into consideration in
the 2006-07 budget, and there-
fore do not represent an ongoing
improvement to the city’s bottom
line,” said Ms. Augustine in a
report to the council.

As for what’s to become of the
surplus $1.3 million, city staff
recommends it go toward a fund
for the city’s employee pension
liability. Details on exactly where
the money came from won’t
be available until December,
according to Ms. Augustine.

At the Oct. 24 meeting, on a
3-2 vote, with Mr. Cohen and
Ms. Fergusson opposed, the City
Council postponed a decision
on what to do with the money
until early 2007, after the
detailed analysis of the city’s
financial position in the Com-
prehensive Annual Financial
Report is available. &

Almanac staff writer Rory Brown
contributed to this report

SRI celebrates its 60th anniversary

SRI International will celebrate
six decades of innovation on Mon-
day, Nov. 6, at 7 pm. at the Com-
puter Museum, 1401 N. Shoreline
Blvd. in Mountain View.

Founded right after World
War II as the Stanford Research
Institute, the Menlo Park think
tank has been at the core of tech-
nical innovation in Menlo Park
and Silicon Valley ever since.

Current president and CEO Cur-
tis Carlson will deliver the keynote
address, followed by a panel discus-
sion of SRI leaders moderated by
Paul Saffo of the Institute for the
Future, also in Menlo Park.

Panelists will include:

B Paul Cook, founder of Ray-
chem and Silicon Valley innovator.

B Douglas Engelbart, inventor
of the computer mouse and other
foundations of personal computing,

M Phil Green, major contribu-
tor to ultrasonic imaging and
“robotic” surgery.

B Don Nielson, who played a
key role in developing computer
communications.

There may be seats left to the
free program. To register, go to
computerhistory.org/sri_guest.
For information, call Marty
Mallonee at 859-2198.

Can good design
reduce crime?

“Can Good Design Reduce
Crime and Fear of Crime?” will
be the topic of planner, urban
designer and author Al Zelinka
at the next Forum at Redwood
City on Wednesday, Nov. 1,
from 6 to 7:45 p.m. at the Little
Fox Theatre at 2215 Broadway.

Mr. Zelinka, of RBF Consult-
ing’s Urban Design Studio in
Irvine, will discuss trends in
crime and fear of crime, and
present ideas about how to plan
and design environments that
foster public safety and reduce
fear of crime. He is co-author
of “SafeScape: Creating Safer,
More Livable Communities
through Planning and Design.”

No reservations are necessary.
Fee is $10 at the door. For infor-

mation, call Dan Zack of the City
of Redwood City at 780-7363.

History museum
honors immigrants

San Mateo County History
Museum will hold Immigrants
Day from noon to 4 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 4.

Herminia Albarran will give
a talk about “Day of the Dead”
at 1 p.m. and share traditional
foods. Artist Mona Caron will
give a talk at 2:30 p.m. about her
mural of “Immigrants in San
Mateo County.” Tastes of food
from Italy, Portugal, Mexico,
Japan, China and the Philip-
pines will be for sale.

Children’sactivities will include
making an Italian marionette, a
Portuguese flag, Mexican paper
flowers, and Filipino stars. Cul-
tural dance performances will be
given throughout the day.

Admission is $1.50 for adults.
Seniors and children under 6 are
admitted free. For information,
call 299-0104.

For the future...

Photo by Tom Upton

We cherish and hold the present.

e Experiential Learning

¢ Independence & group cooperation highly valued

e Small class size

e \aried teacher student ratio 1:4 through 1:10

e Specialized teachers: Art, Clay, Dance, Drama, Library,
Math, Music, Science, Weaving and Woodshop

Nursery, Kindergarten and 1st Grade Open House
Saturday, Nov. 4, 10:00 - 11:30am. Children Welcome.

School tours - Thursdays at 10 am:
Oct. 19, Nov. 9 & 16, Dec. 7, Jan. 4 & 11
Parents only, please.

Application Deadline: February 1, 2007

Peninsula School
Nursery through 8th Grade--Founded in 1925

920 Peninsula Way, Menlo Park

650.325.1584, www.peninsulaschool.org

Nondiscriminatory admission and hiring policy

Same great quality
and service.

We're proud to announce
the grand re-opening of our store.

You've always looked to your Benjamin Moore® retailer for great products
and great advice. Well, that’s not changing. But now our newly redecorated
store will make your entire shopping experience even better. You'll find
more inspiration to help you choose paint and decorating tools. Our experts
will help you bring your ideas to life, with the confidence you need to get
the job done right.

©2004 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore and the triangle M symbol are registered trademarks
and The Leader in Paint & Color is a trademark licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

Benjamin
Moore
Paints

Emg‘: Paint & Wallpaper
717 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park

(Across from the Fire Station)

650-322-2238

November 1, 2006 m The Almanac = 9

Benjamin Moore

The Leader in Paint & Color™
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Woodside OKs bigger retirement benefits

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

r I Yhe town of Woodside is
jumping on the enriched-
retirement bandwagon a

bit late. At a time when many

agencies in the state are wring-
ing their hands about the high
costs of employee pension ben-
efits granted when the economy
was booming, the Woodside

Town Council just authorized an

increase in the town’s relatively

modest retiree benefits.

At the Oct. 24 meeting, the
council approved a “2.5 Percent
at 55” retirement plan on a 6-0
vote, with Pete Sinclair absent.

The new plan means that town
employees are eligible to retire at
age 55 and receive benefits equal
to 2.5 percent of their highest one-
year salary for each year theyve
worked. For example, an employee
earning $50,000 a year could retire
after 30 years and receive 75 per-
cent of her salary, or $37,500 a year,
in benefits.

WANT TO MAKE
WAVE

TRY THE SURF IN

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

Be a citizen journalist.
www.almanacnews.com

m.Almanac

KEHLD FIFEN = ATHERTON = PORTOLA WALLEY » WOOOSIDE
(/_7 T

It will cost the town about
$31,500 annually in increased
contributions to the retirement
plan with CalPERS, the Califor-
nia Public Employees Retirement
System.

Town Manager Susan George
said the town’s existing “2 percent
at 55” retirement benefit has ham-
pered its recruiting efforts. It took
three rounds of recruiting before
a development services engineer
was found, and he left a job with
much higher benefits, she said.

Woodside’s next big hire is for
a town engineer to replace Kent
Dewell, who is retiring.

“We were woefully uncom-
petitive for years,” said Ms.
George. “We were at 2 percent at
60 until (fiscal year) 1999-2000,
when we went up to 2 percent at
55 at a time when everyone else
was going to 2.5 percent at 55.”

Woodside runs a tight fiscal

ship — it avoided layoffs and
cutbacks that many towns suc-
cumbed to following the dot.com
bust, and recently used a cash
windfall to pay off the town’s
entire $1.9 million in debt.

“You would be hard-pressed to
find a city or town in California
in as good financial shape as we
are,” said Councilman Paul Goeld.
“We've got no debts, which is pret-
ty unusual. We’re under-charging
people for (building) permits and
we are still in good shape.

Ms. George said she also inves-
tigated a “2.7 percent at 55”
retirement plan, but didn’t rec-
ommend it to the council because
it because it was too expensive.

“For my money as a taxpayer,
probably the most important
part of the budget is having
good, competent, qualified
staff,” said Councilman Ron
Romines. B

Just go to thedoctorforyou.com and choose a doctor

affiliated with the Palo Alto Medical Foundation.

Orchid Ghaffari, M.D., Pediatrics
Los Altos

At TheDoctorForYou.com, you can search for a doctor who is right for you based on what’s
important to you - such as specialty, location, gender and more. And when you choose a
physician affiliated with the Palo Alto Medical Clinic, you’ll have access to a team of the most
highly-rated primary care and specialty physicians in the state. At the Palo Alto

&

Medical Foundation, we are dedicated to using advanced tools like electronic health records to

provide you and your family with the quality care you deserve. Visit TheDoctorForYou.com
and find your doctor today.

Palo Alto Medical

Foundation
A Sutter Health Affiliate

With You. For Life.

pamf.org * Castro Valley * Fremont ® Los Altos ¢ Palo Alto * Portola Valley « Redwood City * Redwood Shores
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Flu bug cuts
short school
field trip

Corte Madera School’s annual
fourth-grade field trip to the
Gold Country was cut short
Wednesday, Oct. 25, because
a stomach flu bug “marched”
through the group of students,
teachers and parents.

Of the 83 fourth-graders on
the trip, about 25 percent got
sick, plus two of the four teach-
ers, said Principal Joel Willen.

The group returned to Portola
Valley a day and a half early on
their planned five-day trip to the
Regional Learning Center near
Columbia in Sonora County.

Mr. Willen gave “tremendous
thanks” to the Corte Madera
staff and parent chaperones,
and singled out teacher Anne
Gronet for keeping watch in the
infirmary throughout Tuesday
night, taking care of the sick.
She also kept the program
going for the fortunate ones
who did not get sick.

Fortunately, students and staff
from another school that shared
the facilities did not have any
cases of flu.

Mr. Willen also expressed
thanks to the district and Corte
Madera office staffs for contact-
ing all parents and alerting them
when to come and pick up their
children.

Benefit for conflict
resolution center

The Peninsula Conflict Reso-
lution Center will celebrate its
20th anniversary with a din-
ner honoring retiring executive
director, Patricia Brown, on
Thursday, Nov. 2, at 7 p.m,,
at the Westin San Francisco
Airport Hotel, 1 Old Bayshore
Highway, in Millbrae.

Since 1986, PCRC has provid-
ed mediation services and other
programs on the Peninsula to
resolve disputes and promote
collaboration. Ms. Brown has
been director since 1992.

The event starts with a no-
host reception at 6 p.m.. Tickets
are $75 each. For reservations or
information, call 513-0330 or go
to pcrcweb.org.

nacnews.com
your online
source for local
news about
MENLO PARK,
ATHERTON,
PORTOLA VALLEY,
WOODSIDE
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Fine Furniture & Interior Design

Menlo Park
San Rafael

San Ramon

Flegel's three Bay Area showrooms provide an opportunity
for you to see the finest furniture in America. Interior designers
are on hand to assist with your selection of American and world-
wide handcrafted masterpieces from Baker, Stickley, Swaim and
Althorp, fo our new line: Alfonso Marina. With the Holidays

approaching, be sure to order soon.

Financing Available

870 Santa Cruz Ave. 650.326.9661
654 Second Street 415.454.0502
300 Market Place 925.806.0430

www.flegels.com
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We Support Boyle, Duboc and

Winkler

Menlo Park Mayors
Nicholas Jellins, Mayor

Friends and Neighbors

Bob Burmeister, Former Mayor Susannah Albright David Elliott Dennis Kennelly Dick Poe
Robert NcNamara, Former Mayor R. Spencer Allen Gail Farwell Cassius L. Kirk Jr. Joseph & Robbie Prohoska
Robert Stevens, Former Mayor Michael Anderson Bruce & Lynn Felt Andy Kirkpatrick Kay Real
Dee Tolles, Former Mayor Sherwood & Marcy Anderson Doug Farel Richard Li Heidi Renner
“Mickie just gets things done! She bas been Leslie & Chip August Steve Fields Nicole & Jeff Lance Shiela Riley
a driving force on the city council and Darrell & Katherine Baggs Arthur & Cleo Flegel Grayson & David Lane Rose Repetto
instrumental in bringing businesses Scott Barnum Mark Flegel Grace & Ryan Limaye Todd Roberts
back to Menlo Park, Martin Beaulaurier John Fox George & Elise Liddle Bill Russ & Sally
-Nicholas Jellins, Mayor of Menlo Park John R. Berthold Tory Fratt Alla Lipkin Magnus & Nancy Ryde
Menlo Park City Commissioners Richard Blach Stacy Frederickson Kathleen Liston John & Pine Sarage
Jim Calhoun. Las Pulgas Committee Margaret & Terry Blaine JohnA. Galen Robert Lorenz Jeanne Scherba
Louis Deziel, Planning Tina Bird David Gildea Don Lowry Ted & Linda Schlein
Eric Doyle, Transportation Milton & Andrea Borg Jacqueline Glynn Mary Lundh Douglas Scott
Mary Gilles, For merTmnsp ortati.on Mark Box Jetf Gould Carol Maccorkle Bob & Kathie Shaw
Jeff Jahnke, Env1'ronmental Quath Amy Boyle Lisa Grossman Chris Maxwell Sheri Simmons
Dan Kocher, Environmental Quality . . . . .
Henry Lawrence, Transportation Dianna and Rich Branning Deborah Hall Kathleen McFarland David Smith
Wendy McPherson, Former Housing James & Mical Brenzel Anne & John Hannigan Angela & Bob Mcintire Steve & Jill Smith
Michael Meyer, Transportation Byron & Mara Brill Rob Harrell Randy Merk Murat Sonmez
Nick Naclerio, Parks & Recreation Michelle Capelle James Harris Carol Mince Jordan & Simone Stanzler
George Pappas, Transportation Robert Carlson Barbara & Harry Harrison Susan & Marshall Mohr Michael & Ann Stoner
Reginald Rice, Transportation Susan Carnaham Brian & Susan Hart Karla & Mike Mohrman Greg Stroud
Henry Riggs, Planning Andy Chan Bob Hellman Joseph Montalbo Peter & Mary Suhr
Doug Scott, Environmental Quality Clint & Allison Chao Diane Hester Charles Moody Robert E. Swezey
Robert Silano. Parks & Recreation Lynn Chapman Maria & Skip Hilton Margaret Morris Chris Terry
Lorie Sinnott, Plann.ing . Lynne Clarence Cynthia Hockey Kathleen Much Caroline Tonetti
Robert Swezey, Environmental Quality Howard Crittenden William Hooper Thomas Mullen Barbara Tyler
Other Public Officials Richard Crowley Brian Hunter Joan Naber John Urbain
Bob Grassilli, San Carlos City Council Niel & Nancy Davidson Karl & Shelley Hutter Cindy Newton Jane Walker
Jeff Ira, Councilmember and Former Clarence DeBell John & Joan Inglis Bruce & Anita Ochiearo Brad & Darci Wentz
Mayor of Redwood Cit?’ Debbie Devoto Marla Inman James Old Cindie White
De.l Krause{ FOI‘II.ICI‘ .Dlrector Menlo Park John M. Donegan Catherine Jaeger Sue and Craig Olson Robert & Barbara Wood
Fire Protection District Board . .
Charles Marsala, Mayor of Atherton Steve Dostart Thomas & Mary Jasek Teri & John O’Neel Lewis Young
Joe McNamara, Former Police Chief of Steve Dove Ann Jeffries John Preyer Steve Zales
San Jose, Fellow Hoover Institute, Stanford Barbara Durey John Johnson John Patterson Debra Zumwalt
Ron Shepherd, President, Peter Edmonds Bill & Mary Joyce Dale & Carolee Petterson And Others

West Bay Sanitary District

George Liddle, Former Coucilmember of Menlo Park
Kathy Goodwell, Assistant Director Anthony Schools

of San Francisco Peninsula
Don Gralnek, Executive Vice President
& General Counsel San Jose Sharks

Local Business Leaders

Terry Kent, Chairman, Chamber of Commerce

Rick Ciardella, Former Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce

Kevin Lanigan, Former Chairman,
Chamber of Commerce

Sherwood Anderson, Menlo Builders

Milton Borg, Seven-Eleven

John Conway, Menlo Park Chevron

Russ Hall, Legacy Venture Management

Art Flegel, Flegel’s Furniture

Kimberly LeMieux, Laurel Homes, Inc.

Tom LeMieux, Coldwell Banker

Ted Schlein, Kleiner Perkins Caufi eld & Byers

Sam Sinnott, Sam Sinnott and Company

“Jobn is exactly the type of
resident we need on our city
council. He brings a rare
combination of experiences
in business, education, and

community service.”

Co-President and Partner,

Greg Stroud, Former VP of Sales, Sun Microsystems

Todd Speiker, Speiker Properties
Bill Younger, Sutter Hill Ventures

School Foundation

Kleiner Perkins
Caufield & Byers

-Ted Schlein,

Please join your Menlo Park friends, neighbors,

business owners, community leaders and
public officials in electing Boyle, Duboc
and Winkler on November 7.

BbMial  Vision  Experience
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MP trustees change grade levels for Encinal, Laurel schools

B Oak Knoll will continue as a K-5 with fewer students.

By Marjorie Mader

Almanac Staff Writer

rustees of the Menlo

Park City School District

decided unanimously Oct.
25 to change grade levels at two
of its three elementary schools,
Encinal and Laurel, beginning in
the fall of 2008. Oak Knoll would
continue as a K-5 school.

These changes are part of
the district’s plan to accom-
modate a projected enrollment
growth at its four schools of
17.5 percent over the next 10
years. Consultant Tom Wil-
liams estimates that enrollment
in the K-8 district will total
2,642 students by 2016. That’s
an increase of 394 students over
the current enrollment.

Thedistrict’s plan also involves
shifting enrollment levels among
the schools and building more
and updated facilities.

Hillview Middle School will
continue to serve all the district’s
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grad-
ers. Trustees will discuss plans for
expanding and maybe rebuild-
ing Hillview at future meetings,
probably early next year.

Here are the changes:

M Encinal, a grade 3-5 school
on the district’s largest site with
the smallest enrollment of 394
students, would expand to a K-
5 school. Its enrollment would
peak at 696 students in 2011,
according to the projections.
Superintendent Ken Ranella
has proposed adding a wing of
classroom building to house

an expanded fourth- and fifth-
grade program.

B Laurel School, now crowd-
ed as a K-2 with 489 students,
would add a third grade, but
its enrollment is expected to
decline to 391 students by 2011
because a portion of the K-3 stu-
dents would attend the expand-
ed Encinal. Laurel’s third-grade
graduates would go to Encinal
for fourth and fifth grades.

B Oak Knoll, with 707 stu-
dents now, would continue as
a K-5 school, but with a lower
projected enrollment of 694 stu-
dents (instead of 774 students)
by 2011. On the drawing board
are plans for a new building
to house the fourth and fifth
grades.

About 80 students in the
Oak Knoll area would need to
move to Encinal to lower Oak
Knoll’s enrollment. Students
and families now at Oak Knoll
most likely would remain there,
according to trustees.

Trustees indicated some
options that could be considered
for lowering enrollment at Oak
Knoll. For example, students
entering the district and living
in the Oak Knoll area could be
shifted to Encinal. Students on
intra-district transfer (mostly
children of district teachers),
and some of the Tinsley Volun-
tary Transfer students from the
Ravenswood district also could
move to Encinal. Another pos-
sibility is moving the special
education class at Oak Knoll to
Encinal, which would have an

Gilfix &
}a_Poll 3

Experts in Trusts, Tax Planning
and Asset Preservation

Founded in 1983, we are
experts in the field of elder law
and estate planning. We have

given peace of mind to
thousands of individuals.

DON’T DELAY

650.493.8070

2300 Geng Road, Suite 200
Palo Alto, CA 94303
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expanded K-5 educational pro-
gram.

How this shift would take
place will be discussed at a later
date as will the issue of possibly
changing attendance boundar-
ies.

The trustees’ decisions on
reconfiguring the elementary
schools emerged after the three-
hour Oct. 25 meeting, the sec-
ond one on the topic.

Mr. Ranella gave a presenta-
tion on the program advantages,
feasibility and cost comparison
of the options. The architect,
construction management con-
sultant and the district’s project
manager provided more infor-
mation.

Mr. Williams, the enrollment
consultant, gave an update on
the enrollment study he con-
ducted for the district a year ago.
He said his bases for the projec-
tions were still valid.

The biggest change in enroll-
ment was having 311 kinder-
gartners start school this fall, a
new high. Last year there were
270 kindergartners.

Mr. Williams called this
increase an “anomaly” that
wouldn’t likely occur again.
Some of the parents disagreed,
especially a mother who foresaw
continued kindergarten enroll-
ment growth, particularly in the
Willows area.

“It’s hard to project the size
of the kindergarten class in
2016 when the parents haven’t
met, and the children haven’t
been born,” said Trustee Nancy
Serrurier.

About 10 of the 75 people in

® INFORMATION

The board’s next meeting will be
at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 15,

in the district office, 181 Encinal
Ave. in Atherton. For more infor-
mation, check www.mpcsd.org.
In the menu on the left, click on
“Facility Development” and under
that, “Reconfiguration.” An e-mail
to board@mpcsd.net goes to

all five board members and the
superintendent.

the audience raised more ques-
tions about facility issues -- such
as parking, traffic and flexibility
of buildings -- than about grade
configuations.

Resource center

The trustees decided that the
proposed Teacher Education
Resource Center will be located

on the Encinal campus. It will
house the technology depart-
ment and specialists who serve
the schools, and provide storage
space at a central location. The
district now uses portable build-
ings for storage on each campus.

The district will be eligible
for a $1 million state grant
by locating the facility on a
school site and entering a joint
venture agreement with the
Menlo Park-Atherton Educa-
tion Foundation.

Trustees decided to recon-
sider in the future the use of the
district’s O’Connor site at 275
Elliott Drive in Menlo Park.
The site is leased to the German
American International School
until 2011. The lease will gener-
ate in excess of $1.6 million for
the district in the next five
years. B

8th-graders, parents invited to tour M-A

Eighth-graders thinking about
attending Menlo-Atherton High
School in Atherton next fall are
invited, with their parents, to
the annual Information Night
open house from 6 to 8:40 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 8, at the M-
A’s J-Building, 555 Middlefield
Road between Ringwood and
Oak Grove Avenues.

Students and parents can meet
Principal Denise Plante, other
administrators, counselors, teach-
ers, coaches and M-A students.
Classroom tours will be available.

Tours of M-A’s athletic facili-
ties, led by students from the
school’s leadership class, are
scheduled for 1 to 3 p.m. Sat-

urday, Nov. 4. These tours leave
from the front of the school by
the flagpoles.

For more information, contact
Leslie Mayerson of the M-A PTA
at lwmayerson@yahoo.com.

Laura Crowe

studies in Scotland

Laura Bassell Crowe, a Dart-
mouth College student, class
of 2008, is studying English
in Glasgow, Scotland, dur-
ing the fall 2006 term as part
of the college’s foreign study
program. Laura is the daughter
of Jeffrey and Amy Crowe of
Atherton.

Woodside Priory School

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, November 18, 2006 * 10 a.m.
Wednesday, November 29, 2006 ® 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 10, 2006 ¢ 1 p.m.

Take a student-led tour of the campus. Experience a bit of

the Priory in our labs, classrooms and athletic facilities. Talk with our

teachers about the curriculum and our students about everyday life.

We think you will be impressed.

We encourage interested students to spend a typical Woodside Priory school
day with us. Contact our Admissions office to arrange a“shadow”visit.

Woodside Priory School ® 302 Portola Road , Portola Valley, California 94028 » Admissions Office: (650) 851-8223

—
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Menlo Park is base for national women’s philanthropy

B Latest effort would fund ad campaigns where
‘clean elections’ are in question.

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

full-page ad in the local

and national editions of the

ct. 30 New York Times

has taken the lid off a quiet Menlo

Park phenomenon: women of

means are putting their heads and

their resources together to support
progressive causes.

The nonprofit Women Donors
Network, founded in 2002, raises
between $2 million and $2.5
million annually from about 150
women nationwide, including 10
or 15 from the Almanac’s circu-
lation area, who donate at least
$25,000 annually to a “progres-
sive” charity, said president and
chief executive officer Donna
Hall.

H NOTES

The most recent campaign — to
ensure integrity in the upcoming
election — netted $200,000 from
members over three weeks to pay
for advertisements telling voters
where to turn for help if they
suspect polling place shenanigans
either before or after the Nov.
7 election, Ms. Hall said in an
interview.

The group spent $50,000 on
the New York Times ad. About
$30,000 will get the word out in a
typical voting district, she said.

Ad campaigns are planned for
voting districts that include Ohio
and Pennsylvania, Ms. Hall said.
In the 2004 election in Ohio,
complaints surfaced about irregu-
larities in voting machine distribu-
tion and the purging of voter lists.

Also a factor was a recent study at
Princeton University showing the
vulnerability of voting machines
to computer viruses, Ms. Hall
said.

“There are not that many
national organizations trying to
put a spotlight on clean and fair
elections,” she said.

Ms. Hall grew up in Southern
California and hasan undergradu-
ate degree and a master’s degreesin
business from Stanford University,
and a master’s in public health
from the University of California,
Berkeley. She is married and lives
in Palo Alto. One of her three sons
is now a Stanford student.

“I'm having a blast,” she said of
her role as president and CEO. “It’s
really been a small-business chal-
lenge, a start-up, which I've never
done before.”

The “nonpartisan” group
includes women from both major

political parties as well as some
who won’t declare an affiliation,
she said. But the tagline “Part-
ners for Progressive Philanthropy”
means what it implies. “If you were
a Democrat or a Republican and
you were not wildly pro-choice,
you would not feel comfortable in
this organization,” she said.

Along with election integrity,
the group’s major other causes are
$1.5 million over three years to the
victims of Hurricane Katrina and
$1 million toward reproductive
justice — a reframing of the abor-
tion debate to emphasize “access to
services to help with important life
decisions,” Ms. Hall said.

Asked the differences between
male and female philanthropy, Ms.
Hall described women as “work-
ing a lot more collaboratively” and
focusing more on intangibles such
as social and environmental causes
rather than on buildings, alma

maters and religion.

“(Women) are not so concerned
about seeing their names in lights,”
she said.

The group will probably cap
membership at 200, Ms. Hall said.
Otherwise, she said, “we could lose
the feeling of intimacy we have.”

Among the group’s stated goals
are building a community of
strong relationships and building
members’ capacities as “donors,
thinkers, leaders and activists.”

The group has members from
about 30 states, Ms. Hall said, add-
ing that she would not reveal the
names of local members without
their permission.

B INFORMATION

The Women Donors Network is located
at 1170 Hamilton Court, Menlo Park,
CA 94025. Call 833-6750 or go to
www.womendonors.org.

Foundation gives
$40,000 for housing

The San Mateo County Realtors
Foundation has donated $40,000
to the Housing Endowment
and Regional Trust, or HEART.
HEART is a partnership between
the county, 17 cities and the pri-

vate sector, that raises funds to
create more affordable housing.

New online features
for DMV services

Now California residents can
avoid a trip to the local Depart-

ment of Motor Vehicles office and
instead use the department’s Web
site to register a change of address
or obtain a release of liability for
a sold vehicle.

Anyone who sells a vehicle must
notify the DMV within five days
in order to avoid civil and/or

o2 LN
/77 T NN\

International
O 7/

criminal liability for the parking,
abandonment or operation of the
vehicle.

Likewise, licensed drivers and
anyone with a state-issued ID
card has 10 days to inform the
department of any change of
address.

SRl International

thanks

our supporters and
26,000 past and present
staff members

for

of

Since November 6, 1946, one mission:
science and technology for knowledge, commerce, prosperity, and peace.
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The new services join the list of
what can already be done online,
such as scheduling an office
appointment, renewing a driver’s
license and ordering personalized
license plates. For more informa-
tion, go to www.dmv.ca.gov.



Vote YES on Measure A to make our
local parks even better!

Measure A will increase park and recreation
funding for every city, the County, and recreation
and open space districts in San Mateo County.

This is all it takes...

Measure A would increase San Mateo County’s
sales tax by 1/8th of one cent for 25 years to
provide dedicated revenue for county parks, city
parks, and recreation and open space districts.

The cost for the average person is estimated to
be $1.50 per month.

Please take the time to vote in this election. Your
local parks and the people who use them need your

support! www.ParksForTheFuture.com

| City of Menlo Park Organizations San Mateo County Parks and Recreation
We su pport Measu re A' City of Millbrae California Native Plant Society - Yerba Buena Foundation

Local City Councils & Districts City of Pacifica California Native Plant Society - Santa Clara  San Mateo County School Boards
Town of Atherfon Town of Portola Valley Valley Association

City of Belmont City of Redwood City Committee for Green Foothills Sempervirens Fund

City of Brisbane City of San Bruno Friends of Edgewood Natural Preserve Sierra Club

City of Burlingame City of San Carlos Friends of Fitzgerald Marine Reserve Trust for Public Land

Town of Colma City of San Mateo Friends of Huddart and Wunderlich Parks

City of Daly City Town of Woodside Greenbelt Alliance Newspapers

City of East Palo Alto San Mateo County Community College Dist.  League of Women Voters The Almanac

City of Foster City Ladera Recreation District Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) e Dally Sobdl

Clty of Half Moon Bay Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District  San Mateo Area Chamber of Commerce The DallyNews
Towniof Hillsborough San Mateo County Association of Realfors f“g fgsg*e" Fasbe
partial

Parks for the Future—Yes on Measure A, 601 Gateway Blvd, Suite 601, S. San Francisco, CA 94080
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The official

effort in Portola
Valley to address
global warming

is heating up.
What's happening
in Atherton,
Woodside and
Menlo Park?

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

f there’s any comfort in
knowing that heat-retain-
ing gases such as carbon
dioxide are building up in
the atmosphere and chang-
ing the climate of the planet, it
may be in the common expecta-
tion that the really significant
impacts are 50 or 100 years off.

The ice cap at the North Pole
is shrinking, but scientists have
said that higher sea levels won't
be a serious issue as long as the
deep and massive reservoirs of ice
accumulated over millennia in
Greenland and Antarctica remain
intact.

Maybe it’s time to worry. The
polar ice is melting and it’s
moving.

In Portola Valley, with the urging
of some 400 Sierra Club members
who reside there, a unanimous
Town Council recently joined
some 320 U.S. municipalities large
and small in signing the Mayors
Agreement on Climate Change.

The agreement, which echoes
the international treaty known
as the Kyoto Protocol, commits
the council and staff to a plan to
lower greenhouse gas emissions
from town operations to 7 percent
below 1990 levels by 2012. Resi-
dents and local businesses will be
encouraged to participate.

Mayors in Menlo Park and
Woodside have told the Alma-
nac that they will seriously
consider the agreement. The
mayor of Atherton says he was
unfamiliar with the agreement,
but senses a concern in the com-
munity over global warming.

Discomforting realities
Midway through Al Gore’s
documentary, “An Inconvenient
Truth,” are before-and-after sat-
ellite images of the San Francisco

This 2002 photo shows a torrent of Bay Area showing the effect if sea
fresh meltwater plunging into a moulin,
a channel extending from the top of
the Greenland ice sheet to the bedrock
3,600 feet below. Recent satellite data
shows the ice sheet to be melting at an
accelerating rate and moving toward
the coast. Meltwater on bedrock may
Bedrock be abetting this movement.

Photo and illustration courtesy of NASA and Roger J.
Braithwaite of the University of Manchester, UK.
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levels rose 18 to 20 feet. The water
advances well inland in the vicin-
ity of Menlo Park and Atherton.

Water could rise to that level
if half the ice on Greenland and
Antarctica were to melt, Mr.
Gore says.

Is that likely? In Antarctica, sci-
entists expected a century to pass
before the melting of the Larsen-B
ice shelf — a 4,500-square-mile,
700-foot-thick mass estimated at
12,000 years old. The Larsen-B
is now history, Mr. Gore says. It
collapsed and disappeared over
35 days in 2002.

Meanwhile in Greenland, ice
is melting at an accelerating rate
and the massive ice sheet there is
getting restless.

Concern in Portola Valley

Portola Valley’s Mayor Steve
Toben says he signed the climate
change agreement because the
scientific opinion “is increas-
ingly settled.” Although the town
already uses green practices, May-
or Toben says he “really wanted to
extend the town’s commitment to
environmental protection.”

Indeed, another green com-
mitment is hardly novel. The new
Town Center complex incorpo-
rates so many green-building
practices that it may meet the
top green-design standard. Town
Hall also has a purchasing policy
favoring green products.

This year, the town’s Architec-
tural and Site Control Commis-
sion began requiring residents
with remodeling or rebuild-
ing plans to answer a detailed
checklist on how they might
make their projects greener.

What else can a town of 4,600
do? Ideas may come from the
town’s new Climate Protection
Task Force, a brainstorming
group hosted by Mayor Toben

and composed, so far, of about 25
residents who met twice in Octo-
ber. Former Planning Commis-
sioner Craig Breon is a member, as
is Shelley Sweeney, who initiated
the town’s bike-to-school day.

Ms. Sweeney says she hopes
to expand bike-to-school to a
monthly routine to get parents
used to the idea and out of their
cars.

InaSept. 5 memo to the council,
Planning Manager Leslie Lambert
suggested running some town
vehicles on bio-diesel, a so-called
zero-emission fuel. The recycled
vegetable oil used to make it emits
CO2 absorbed by recently living
plants, unlike the ancient CO2
released in fossil fuel combustion.

Residents might also think
about buying more green prod-
ucts, making bulk purchases, car-
pooling and switching to hybrid
cars, Ms. Lambert says.

To measure progress, the town
may enlist the Toronto-based
International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives. For a
$600 yearly fee, ICLEI offers to
any city or town with
a population of less
than 50,000 an energy
audit of the commu-
nity and long-term guidance.

Will Portola Valley’s progress
involve inconvenience, the theme
of Al Gore’s movie? Mayor Toben
called the climate-change agree-
ment secondary to matters such
as street repaving and field main-
tenance.

“T will unequivocally state that
people will see no cost to other
programs in the town as a result
of this,” he says. “I would say that
this issue is kind of woven into the
fabric of the community in ways
that don’t interrupt the business

See COOLING IT, page 18

Warming in

The Greenland ice cap has
been in the news lately as
scientists monitor melting
believed to be a result of a
warming atmosphere.

M Scientists have found “tor-
rents of fresh meltwater” tun-
neling to the bottom of glaciers,
where it can lubricate their
slide toward the sea. (Al Gore,
“An Inconvenient Truth”)

Greenland

B Climate scientists from the
University of Texas claim that
in the past 2 1/2 years, the
melt rate of Greenland ice has
tripled. (Science Magazine,
Sept. 29, 2006)

B Ice quakes in Greenland
have been on the rise, signaling
what may be “a massive desta-
bilization.” (Al Gore, New York
University, Sept. 18, 2006)

cover story

Lowering CO2 emissions
bit-by-bit is easy

Cutting them way
back requires a
serious approach

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

etting started in
lowering your
greenhouse gas
emissions around
the home is easy. As can be
discovered in the tip library
at idealbite.com, you can use
compact fluorescent light
bulbs, install instant hot
water heaters and buy more
efficient appliances.

To get really serious about
it, to begin to approach a
significant emis-
sions reduction,
requires a com-
mitment to think
about overall use of fossil fuels
at home.

A solar array is effective
at lowering CO2 emissions
because it reduces or elimi-
nates the need for electricity
from power plants, which
burn fuel just to funnel the
electricity through power
lines.

(In Portola Valley and
Ladera, a group of residents is
seeking homeowners willing
to buy home solar arrays at a
big discount before the end of
the year. Write to edgy@sbc-
global.net.)

Local energy consumption
averages per household

Location Avg. size! Electricity usage? Natural gas usage?
(square feet) (kilowatt-hours) (therms)

Atherton 7,500 19,693 1,660

Portola Valley 6,000 12,906 1,225

Woodside 4,200 17,984 1,512

Menlo Park 3,200 5,904 592

United States 2,400" 10,656 724

Sources: (1) 2006, local figures from building and planning officials, (2) 2004, local
figures from PG&E Statistical Research Unit, (*) 2005, National Home Builders Association,
(**) 2001, U.S. Energy Information Administration. National averages reflect heating and
air conditioning needs in climates less moderate than California’s.

Another serious step is buy-
ing “carbon credits” to pay for
clean energy projects such as
windmills. By buying enough
credits — available through
sites such as green-e.org
— you can offset the impact
of CO2-heavy fossil fuels you
use every day.

An apparently unpopular
step is living in a smaller
home.

The floor area of the average
U.S. home reached an all-time
high of 2,434 square feet in
2005, according to the Nation-
al Association of Home Build-
ers. A quick survey of recent
planning data from Atherton,
Menlo Park, Portola Valley
and Woodside shows new
homes that are much larger
than the national average.

“For the most part these
days, everyone builds out to
the maximum permissible”
for the zoning district, says
Thomas Rogers, an associate
planner for the city of Menlo
Park.

Being reminded of this trend
can irritate Richard Merk, a
Portola Valley councilman
and retired builder who lives
in a 915-square-foot home
with a solar array on his roof.

“If you build a 7,000-square-
foot house, there is no way
that you (can avoid) being bad
for the environment,” he says,
noting the higher emissions
involved in building such a
house, particularly if it has a
large concrete basement. “The
best way to save the environ-
ment is to use less.” &

A typical large home emits more greenhouse gases than a small home,
both during construction and afterward, according to the housing arm

of the group Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. LEED-H is

a voluntary collaboration intended to move the home-building industry
toward green practices. For more information, go to usgbc-ncc.org.
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YOUNG VILLAGERS

Distinctive Children’s Apparel and Accessories

It Is Time To Say Good-Bye!

Thank You for Decades of Support!
Store Closing Sale
Begins On
Thursday Oct. 26

Everything Must Go!

205 Main Street, Los Altos
650-948-2856

Please come and use your store credits or gift certificates.
In Mountain View

()4
The Girls’
Middle School

Where in three critical years, girls accelerate
academically, strengthen self-confidence,
and become leaders—ready to succeed

in high school and beyond.

accredited
by WASC

In 2004, the Western
Association of Schools and
Colleges gave GMS
its highest rating.

YOU'RE INVITED TO ATTEND AN ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE:
Sat., November 11 at 1pm or Thurs., January 4 at 7 pm
650-968-8338, x115 or admissions@girlsms.org

www.girlsms.org

RIS

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE
DEPOSIT CO.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confidentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.

Data bank for important and confidential records.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2
BELIEVE IT!

Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com
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continued from page 17

of the day.”

Asked whether push lawnmow-
ers might be used on town prop-
erty, Mayor Toben says they would
not. “The point here is not to
go to some immediate extreme
measures,” he says. “I say, give this
a platform and let (residents) see
where they can take it.”

What residents think

Mayor Toben says he’s heard
“a couple of (critical) voices
here and there.” Among them is
Bernie Bayuk.

“I think that Portola Valley has
no place getting involved with
what the Berkeleyites would do
and have done,” Mr. Bayuk says.
“Let’s stop pumping oil, let’s stop
driving cars. Everybody stay home;
the planet’s warming. ... There was
no vote, no poll. For (the council)
to take a position for Portola Valley
is really off the track.”

Ed Wells, noting the governor’s
Sept. 27 approval of a green-
house gas reduction law, says
he was “very happy to have any
Town Council of mine support
(Gov.) Arnold Schwarzenegger
in an attempt to get people to pay
attention to global warming.”

Steve Dunne sees the council’s
action as consistent with its green
emphasis on the new Town Cen-
ter complex: “They’re thinking
globally and acting locally.”

Other signers?

The Berkeley council has
indeed signed the climate change
agreement, as have councils in
Palo Alto, Los Altos Hills and
Fremont, according to a list kept
on the Web.

In Palo Alto, the seven-month-
old Green Ribbon Task Force has
divided its 30 members into six
subgroups with missions that
include outreach, transportation
and waste reduction. The task
force will report to the Palo Alto
City Council on Monday, Dec.

18, says member David Coale.

The outreach group has
categorized target audiences,
including businesses, neighbor-
hoods and faith communities,
says Debbie Mytels, an associ-
ate director with the Palo Alto
environmental group Acterra.

Will Menlo Park take up the
effort? Mayor Nicholas Jellins,
who says he was aware of the
Mayors Agreement, has asked
the city manager to put it on the
City Council’s agenda. It could be
discussed by December, he says.

“Our city is actively pursuing
any number of environmental
efforts,” he adds. “With that
said, we can do more.”

One step already taken is a new
“cool roof” atop the senior center
at the Onetta Harris Community
Center, says Public Works Director
Kent Steffens. The roofing mate-
rial reflects sunlight to reduce the
air conditioning load. PG&E is
currently offering rebates for put-
ting a cool roof on a home.

Menlo Park may also seek gar-
bage haulers that use bio-diesel in
their trucks, Mr. Steffens adds.

Woodside, too, may be mov-
ing on the climate agreement. “Tt
certainly has been on my mind to
look that up,” says Mayor Deborah
Gordon. “T certainly see (global
warming) as something that we
need to address now. We do have a
responsibility to set an example to
the emerging countries.”

Ms. Gordon sits on the county’s
Utilities & Sustainability Task
Force, originally formed to plan
for the energy needs of San Mateo
County but now focusing on low-
ering CO2 emissions, she says.

The group is still getting
organized, says task force mem-
ber Jill Boone, the county’s
Resource Conservation Program
Manager. While it will not have
binding authority, it is likely to
sponsor joint emission-lowering
efforts among cities and towns
and offer incentives, she says.

Asked for her views on global
warming, Ms. Boone comment-

Portola Valley couple
influence green building

ortola Valley native Linda
PYates and her husband Paul

Holland are grappling with
how to build a home “bigger than
2,500 square feet” that continues
to serve as “a gathering place for
the community” while being as
inoffensive as possible in terms
of CO2 emissions.

If their efforts serve asalesson in
how to build green — really, really
green — so much the better.

The couples’ plans, three years
in the making, include creating
rooms that serve multiple uses,
such as a home office/bedroom;
gauging the probable energy
needs of each room; locating trees

for best shade; using the home’s
ability to hold and release heat;
and buying carbon credits, Ms.
Yates tells the Almanac.

It doesn’t stop there. After learn-
ing that a neighbor had finished
with a temporary gravel driveway,
they are seeking the town’s permis-
sion to have the gravel trucked to
their site, thus conserving the ener-
gy needed to haul used gravel out
of town and later haul new gravel
into town for their driveway.

“We want to basically create a
role model in the whole area of
sustainability,” she says. “If these
towns are serious about wanting
to have more sustainable build-

ed that the pleasant Northern
California climate makes it easy
to ignore ominous events else-
where on the planet.

“There’s a lot to be worried
about,” she says. “We are reach-
ing a point at which it will be very
difficult to turn back. Certainly
when you understand what’s
going on in Greenland and some
other arctic ice floes, and see the
melting that goes on there, and
the feedback loops ... if you really
grasp that, it’s a little depressing.”

Feedback loops are self-rein-
forcing cycles. Permanently fro-
zen land above the Arctic Circle,
when it thaws, sends stored CO2
into the atmosphere, which raises
temperatures and thaws still more
land. A similar effect is occurring
at the North Pole as the white
ice cap melts and becomes dark
water, which absorbs heat and
melts more ice.

Governments at all levels need
to act, Ms. Boone says.

In Atherton, Mayor Charles
Marsala has taken steps. He
renamed the Waste Reduction
Committee the Environmental
Programs Committee to give it
a wider charter.

Six residents have offered to
join, he says. “There is a big
interest in town to promote
environmentally friendly pro-
grams,” Mayor Marsala says.

He says he also tried to lower
to $0 the town’s fee for advice on
installing solar panels, but was
outvoted on the council.

When informed of the emis-
sions-lowering guidance available
from ICLEI, Mayor Marsala says
it could be a possible next step.

Asked to comment on Ather-
ton’s large, energy-consuming
homes, he says residents use
them in ways “that benefit the
world,” including “creativity in
their businesses” and entertain-
ing Silicon Valley entrepreneurs.

“My vision of Atherton is that
we should allow those types of
activities to happen in homes,”
he says. &

hope to
movement

ings, they’re going to have to be
more knowledgeable (so as to) to
educate the public.”

The couple have an ambitious
education scheme of their own.
They hope to influence main-
stream building practices by hir-
ing high-end construction and
design professionals not known
for building green and team
them with colleagues proficient
in green practices.

“Our decision was to get the
best in the business and put
the green experts around them.
Then we will have the best lever-
age,” she says.

— By David Boyce
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Transportation agencies
support Props 1A and 1B

The three agencies that man-
age transportation for San Mateo
County support Propositions 1A
and 1B on the Nov. 7 ballot.

The board of SamTrans,
which runs buses; Caltrain,
which operates the Peninsula
rail passenger service; and the
Transit Authority, which
allocates sales tax rev-
enue, have all voted
unanimously for
the two trans-
portation mea-
sures put on the
ballot by the
Legislature.

Proposition 1A
would further pro-
tect gas tax funding
from being diverted
away from transportation
to other uses. While
Proposition 42, passed in 2002,
theoretically dedicated gas
tax funds to transportation, it
allowed exceptions for fiscal
emergency. Since 2002, the
state has twice suspended the
transfer of part or all of the
$2 billion a year raised by the
gas tax.

Proposition 1B would issue

Rich, Child & Fitz

Wonk ing logeller for Cleiletne

$19.9 billion in bonds for trans-
portation projects in California,
including air pollution and port
security.

If the bond passes, SamTrans
and Caltrain are estimated to
receive $47 million and $40 mil-
lion respectively. The funds would

go to capital projects that
modernize the infra-
structure for bus and
rail systems.
County projects
that would be eli-
gible for funding
— subject to the
state’s elaborate
allocation process
— include:
B Improvement of
the Highway 101/Wood-
side Road interchange.

M Integration of the Dumbar-
ton rail corridor with the pres-
ent Caltrain line.

B Funding for electrification
of the Caltrain corridor.

B Acquisition of new rail cars
for Caltrain.

M Rebuilding aging rail bridg-
es.

B Synchronization of traffic
lights on El Camino Real.

PV sounds alarm on Proposition 90

All five members of the Por-
tola Valley Town Council fear
that Proposition 90, if it passes,
threatens the ability of the Town
Council to protect the commu-
nity and carry out the wishes of
its residents.

Meeting at The Sequoias on
Oct. 25, the council unanimous-
ly voted for a strongly worded
resolution giving residents eight
reason to vote against the mea-
sure.

The first of eight “where-
ases” argues that Proposition
90 “purports to be about
eminent domain reform, but
would cost state and local
governments billions, and
undermine Portola Valley’s
ability to plan for and protect
the community.”

Proposition 90 is an initiative
that would amend the Califor-
nia constitution to change the
rules governing acquisition and
regulation of private property. It
would reduce the circumstances
when government could acquire
private property by eminent
domain.

More far-reaching, the measure
also requires governments to pay
property owners for “substantial
losses” to their property resulting

A of Ottibon 24, Eudoned by...

All five current school board members of the Menlo Park City School District

B PORTOLA VALLEY

Post your opinions,
comments in Town Square:
www.AlmanacNews.com

from new laws and rules.
“Proposition 90 is the most
dangerous proposition that cit-
ies and towns have ever faced
in California,” Portola Valley
Mayor Steve Toben told The
Almanac. “It would stop the
town’s ability to limit density in

‘We're trying to
protect the principle of
zoning. We want to make
sure no one puts a pig
farm next door.’

PORTOLA VALLEY MAYOR
STEVE TOBEN

Portola Valley.”

The council’s resolution argues
that Proposition 90 restricts the
ability of voters and government
agencies to preserve open space
and farmland, protect air and
water quality, eliminate blight,

The PTO Presidents at Laurel, Encinal, Oak Knoll and Hillview schools
The Co-Presidents of the Menlo Park-Atherton Education Foundation and the Chair of the District PTO Council
The school district teachers’ association (Menlo Park Education Association)

protect consumers, and build
affordable housing. The reason:
governments would have to pay
anyone who feels he has suffered
“a substantial economic loss.”

“We're trying to protect the
principle of zoning,” Mr. Toben
said. “We want to make sure no
one puts a pig farm next door.”

Mr. Toben noted that a simi-
lar law passed in Oregon two
years ago has already led to
2,200 claims against cities and
counties totaling more than
$5 billion. These claims are
made “by landowners demand-
ing compensation for the loss of
economic value caused by local
regulations,” he said.

Proposition 90 is strongly
opposed by the League of Cali-
fornia Cities and the California
Redevelopment Association, the
resolution noted; they consider
it misleading to claim the mea-
sure resolves concerns about
eminent domain, when it goes
far beyond eminent domain.

“It will enact constitutional
amendments that will cost tax-
payers billions in added costs,
harm the environment, and
hurt California cities’ ability
to protect neighborhoods,” the
resolution says.
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Atherton’s finest feel the love in town survey

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

t's like being voted Most
IPopular and making the

honor roll. The Atherton
Police Department earned high
marks from a recent survey of
residents, 97 percent of whom
said they are happy with the job
officers are doing.

Godbe Research mailed out
surveys to every household in
town, and got 587 back. Pollsters
also conducted 200 phone sur-
veys with residents. The surveys
gauged opinions on the town’s
police services, quality of life,
and whether officials should
look into outsourcing its police
services.

The results were resound-
ingly in favor of the Atherton
Police Department. Ninety-four
percent of people responding
opposed eliminating the Ather-

Bonhams

ton Police Department and
outsourcing law enforcement
duties.

“Were very proud of these
results and we are not at all
surprised at the 97 percent, but
we're still going to work for 100
percent (satisfaction),” said Lt.
Glenn Nielsen.

Lt. Nielsen said that he, along
with everyone else in the depart-
ment, is sporting a special com-
memorative pin shaped like
a miniature Atherton police
badge with “97%” emblazoned
in the middle.

Ninety-seven was also the
magic number for a ques-
tion about the quality of life
in Atherton, with only three
percent of residents saying they
were dissatisfied. Those dissat-
isfied cited problems with the
town’s abundance of construc-
tion sites, noise and traffic.

IVASE]

& BUTTERFIELDS
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For a small town with a rela-
tively low crime rate, the survey
showed that Atherton residents
have an unusually high rate of
contact with the police — 80
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The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi
Atherton communications and
records officer John Mattes
is sporting a discrete new pin
(closeup above) celebrating the
police department’s 97 percent
approval rating from residents.

percent of people surveyed said
they had had an interaction with
the Atherton police officer.

“I was very surprised that
roughly three quarters of the
people actually had contact
with the police department,”
said Councilman Alan Carlson
at the Oct. 18 council meeting
where the results were dis-
cussed. “This is not based on
perceptions, but experience.
This survey is an overwhelm-
ing validation of the services

(the police) department is
providing to the community.”

Police Chief Bob Brennan,
who is out of town, admitted
feeling some trepidation about
the survey at the outset.

“We have all worked very
hard over the last six years to
bring back the police depart-
ment’s service levels and (the)
positive interaction with the
community that it has always
been known for,” Chief Bren-
nan said in a letter to the City
Council. “We were nervous of
the big test that was about to
take place.”

Chief Brennan said the depart-
ment has always stressed cus-
tomer service and its unofficial
motto of “No Call Too Small.”

The survey’s glowing results
don’t mean that there weren’tany
complaints, however. The police
department could improve the
number of officers available to
investigate technology crime;
do more code enforcement of
noise, lighting and construc-
tion violations; and do a better
job of disseminating informa-
tion about the town’s disaster
response efforts, according to
survey results.

“Ninety-seven is a phenome-
nal score,” said Mayor Charles
Marsala. “Breaking 90 percent is
virtually unheard of.” B
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Sudden Oak Death dlsease spreads along Skyline area

Open space district fights back: “‘We can’t stand
there and let the trees die.

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

uring a recent walk
through the forest of
upper Windy Hill, two

colors jumped out from the green
background: red and dead.

The spots of red were happy; they
showed the only native California
plant that turns autumn red in our
local wildlands: poison oak.

The dead came as a shock.
Along Hamm’s Gulch trail
alone, a dozen or more young
tanoaks stand with their leaves
hanging brown and totally dead.
Sudden Oak Death is here.

Sudden Oak Death (SOD)
has already killed more than a
million oak and tanoak trees
in Northern California and
Oregon over the last decade,
including hundreds of trees in
preserves of the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District.

The open space district is
fighting back. It will spend
$30,000 a year over the next
decade to look for ways to stop
the losses. “We can’t just stand
there and watch the trees die,”
said Cindy Roessler, resource
management specialist for the
district. “We need to do some-
thing about it.”

The district, which man-
ages over 50,000 acres of open
space in San Mateo and Santa
Clara counties, will combine its
research efforts with those from
California Oak Mortality Task
Force and Conservation Com-
mittee, the U.S. Forest Service,
the University of California,
Berkeley, and the University of
California, Davis.

Last spring’s warm rains have
increased the production of Phy-
tophthora ramorum, the sud-
den oak death pathogen that is
threatening coastal forests. “We

Thé .Alrﬁanac./Marion Softky
This dead tanoak is one of many
on Windy Hill that have succumbed to
Sudden Oak Death. The Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District is
participating in research efforts to
analyze the disease.

believe it must be spread by moist
winds. We can’t do anything

about that,” Ms. Roessler said.

Hardest hit have been preserves
along the southern portion of
Skyline Boulevard, including
Long Ridge, Skyline Ridge and
Russian Ridge, Ms. Roessler said.
“But were seeing symptoms of
the disease spread to other pre-
serves, including Windy Hill, El
Corte de Madera Creek, La Hon-
da Creek, and Los Trancos.”

“There is not a cure right
now,” Ms. Roessler noted. So
district staff is trying to slow
the spread of the disease while
participating in research to find
a cure.

Already staff and volunteers
have collected 2,500 acorns from
tanoak trees. The hope is that by
growing the acorns, they can find
tanoak trees that resist SOD.

The district will also be work-
ing with Oregon State University
to study how the disease spreads
within the tree.

Close to home
It is also likely that the disease

has spread to private prop-
erty adjacent to preserves, Ms.
Roessler warned. “It doesn’t stop
at boundaries,” she said.

To help slow the spread of
sudden oak death, Ms. Roessler
advised people traveling on pre-
serves where there may be infec-
tion to clean shoes and boots
before leaving. “Don’t track out
big clods of mud on your boots,
hooves or tires,” she said.

The best way to recognize sud-
den oak death is to watch for tano-
aks where all the leaves are dead
and hanging. “In our area tanoaks
are dying the most,” she said.

The infected trees are largely in
rural areas, Ms. Roessler added.
If the dying tree is in Redwood
City or Menlo Park, “it’s probably
something else.” B

H INFORMATION

For more information, call the
San Mateo County agriculture
department at 363-4700, or go
to suddenoakdeath.org.

TRY THE SURF IN TOWNSQUARE.

The Almanac’s Online Gathering Place
www.almanacnews.com
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SLAC breaks ground on laser
to probe ultra-small, ultra-fast

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

fter earning a Nobel Prize
Afor research done on its

super X-ray machine,
the Stanford Linear Accelera-
tor Center (SLAC) has started
building a still more powerful
source of X-rays to study matter
on an even smaller scale and at
faster speeds.

Almost 1,000 people rode buses
to the middle of SLAC’s 430-acre
campus Oct. 20 to attend the
groundbreaking for the Linac
Coherent Light Source (LCLS),
the world’s first free-electron
laser. The siX-shovel event was
highlighted by a zany perfor-
mance of the freshly liberated
Stanford Band.

“We’ll probe time scales never
seen before; we’ll see proteins one
atom at a time,” said Assistant
Secretary of Energey Raymond L.
Orbach under a huge tent backed
by piles of fresh dirt. “We really
do not know what we’ll find.”

The LCLS is big. Scheduled
to be completed in 2009, the
$379 million project funded by
the Department of Energy will
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move 180,000 cubic yards of
dirt in the middle of the SLAC
campus, located in the foothills
south of Sand Hill Road. “It’s the
largest scientific facility under
construction in the U.S. today,”
said Stanford Provost John
Etchemendy.

The LCLS is the fourth gen-
eration of machines pioneered
at SLAC in the 1970s that use the
radiation emitted by electrons
traveling at nearly the speed of
light, when they are bent out of
a straight line.

The first machine started at
SLAC in 1974, using the X-rays
emitted by electrons spinning
around an oval racecourse. Just
last month, X-ray analysis done
at SSRL helped win the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry for Professor
Roger Kornberg, who described
how the molecule RNA copies
the genetic information coded
in DNA to build the proteins
that power living systems.

The LCLS is a major step
beyond the SSRL Its pulses will
be faster, shorter, and a billion
times brighter than any light
source on earth, according to
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the SLAC press release. They
will also be coherent; all the
waves line up.

Unlike a storage ring, the LCLS
will produce X-rays using the
final one-third of SLAC’s exist-
ing linear accelerator (called
“linac”), which runs from Sand
Hill Road near Whiskey Hill
Road, for two miles toward the
Stanford campus.

Electrons will be diverted and
passed through “undulators,”
a string of magnets that wiggle
the electrons so that they emit
X-rays at every wiggle. Because
these wiggles produce intense
pulses of radiation lasting a
billionth of a second, the LCLS
will work like a camera flash;
they can stop motion so that
scientists can take images of
atoms in action and examine the
processes of chemistry and life.

Secretary Orbach predicted
they would be able to anlalyze
electron clouds or freeze chemi-
cal reactions “like dancers in a
stroboscopic light.

“There will be surprises —
conventional wisdom turned on
its head,” he said. &
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Weed master Paul Heiple of Ladera shows how the latest noxoius
weed, stinkwort, is spreading out of control at the corner of Sand Hill

Road and Lawler Ranch Road.

Another mean weed spreads
along streets, roads and trails

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

leaves and yellow flowers that

can spread 30,000 seeds per
plant.

Meet Dittrichia graviolens,
a.k.a. stinkwort.

This latest foreign weed, a

It’s sticky and stinky, with tiny

Presented by
Mark Schmidt
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European aster, is spreading like
wildfire along streets and roads
and trails and yards — any-
where the ground has been dis-
turbed, warns local weed wizard
Paul Heiple of Ladera.

“T don’t know how it got to
California, but it’s spreading
rapidly,” he said, sniffing a clus-
ter of the light green weeds at the
corner of Sand Hill and Lawler
Ranch roads.

Mr. Heiple warned people to
watch for stinkwort, which is
spreading onto private property
as well as along roads and trails. It
can grow upright to three feet high
and look like a small Christmas
tree. Just touch it and sniff it, and
you'll know. “It grows very rapidly;
it smells like camphor and pine; it’s
sticky; and it can cause dermatitis,”
Mr. Heiple warned.

Portola Valley has controlled
it by mowing twice, Mr. Heiple
said.

But homeowners should look
out for it. “Pull it out; cut it off;
dont let it go to seed,” he
charged. “A pound of prevention

reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 University is worth 20 pounds of cure.”

Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900

State Farm® ¢ Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois
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EWS OF LOCAL ATHLETES AND TEAM SPORTS

M-A Bears alone in first place Vikings sweep first round

B M-A beats Terra Nova; Woodside falls to Aragon.

By Keith Peters
Palo Alto Weekly

acing the possibility of
Factually missing the Cen-

tral Coast Section playoffs
had they dropped their final
three games, the Menlo-Atherton
Bears (5-0, 8-0) clinched one of
the three automatic CCS berths
in the PAL Bay Division with a
19-9 triumph over Terra Nova at
Sequoia High on Friday night.

Helping make that possible was
Aragon (5-1, 6-2), which handed
previously unbeaten Woodside
(4-1,6-2) aloss on Friday, leaving
Menlo-Atherton in sole posses-
sion of first place.

The Bears will visit Aragon
next Saturday at 2 p.m., then play
host to Woodside on Nov. 11 to
wrap up the regular season.

Menlo-Atherton eliminated
Terra Nova (3-2, 4-4) from
automatic playoff contention,
earning the tiebreaker should
the teams finish with two league
losses. That likely won’t happen,
since Terra Nova faces Woodside
next Friday and the Wildcats will
be heavily favored.

The Bears knew they had to win
Friday, with Aragon and Wood-
side looming the next two weeks.

Trailing at halftime, the Bears
got a huge break when defensive
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end Latani Moimoi hit Terra
Nova’s quarterback Jack Forbes
while his arm was going forward
and the ball popped loose. Ref-
erees ruled the fumble a lateral
after M-A’s Greg Kalin picked
up and ran 82 yards for a game-
changing touchdown.

“This is football, so things are
going to go wrong,” said M-A
coach Bob Sykes. “And when
things do go wrong, this team
keeps its head up and doesn’t
worry about the last play.”

The Bears did lead early when
Saia Haatoa ran four yards with
4:48 left in the first quarter,
capping a 10-play, 62-yard drive.
Haatoa finished with 63 yards
on 15 carries while teammate

Maurice Hanks had a game-
high 18 carries for 71 yards.

Terra Nova, however, blocked
M-A’s PAT attempt.

The Tigers took the lead on
a 28-yard field goal midway
through the second quarter and
then a two-yard touchdown
pass, leaving the Bears trailing
by 9-6 at halftime.

Neither team could move the
ball to open the third quarter,
but the Bears muffed a punt and
Terra Nova took over at the M-
A 30-yard line. That’s when the
Bears came up with Moimoi’s
big hit and Kalin’s big return.

Kalin said he didn’t know if it
was a fumble or pass, so he just
picked up the loose ball and ran.

Haatoa provided the finish-
ing touches with a one-yard run
with time running out in the
fourth quarter.

For Kalin, the victory was
redemption. He played on the JV
team last season that lost only
one game, to Terra Nova.

Runners, walkers, and enthusiastic supporters
of all ages and fitness levels are invited to the

6th Annual
Race Against PH 5K Run/Walk

Sunday, November 5, 2006 at 9 a.m.
Stanford Football Stadium/Pac 10 Plaza
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Pulmonary Hypertension (PH) is a debilitating disease which
affects the heart and lungs of children and adults. Currently
there exists no cure for PH. The Vera Moulton Wall Center
for Pulmonary Vascular Disease at Stanford is pleased to
sponsor this event to raise awareness and funds for the fight
against PH. Proceeds benefit the Ewing Family Fund for PH
Research and the Pulmonary Hypertension Association.

For more information or to register,
please visit www.raceagainstph.org

B STANFORD

UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL CENTER

Stanford Hospital & Clinics
Lucile Salter Packard Children’s Hospital

By Jim Gallagher

Vikings Boosters

ne season-ending triumph

and three first-round play-

off victories marked Men-
lo-Atherton Pop Warner football
action on Oct. 28 and 29 as the
Vikings advanced to next weekend’s
regional challenges. Following is a
summary of the results.
Mitey Mites: Climaxing one of the best
small-player campaigns in Menlo-Ather-
ton annals, the Vikings topped Delta Bay
18-12 on Oct. 28 in Hollister to capture
the annual Mitey Mite Superbowl. Elusive
Malcolm Gates broke loose for three
long scoring runs, while Cameron Kirk-
patrick and Aaron Katzman also starred
on offense. Stoppers Charlie Roth,
Anthony Gabb, Adam Greenlow and Matt
Odell bedeviled the Brentwood team
throughout the contest, which earned
the Vikings a 7-1-1 season record.
Junior PeeWees: The Vikings’ offense,
slumbering for the past two weeks,
came alive with a vengeance Oct. 28 in
Sunnyvale in a 34-6 first-round playoff
victory over the Sunnyvale Knights.
Khalil (Lil) James and Landon Baty
sprinted for two touchdowns apiece,

and Campbell Roellig burst 35 yards

up the middle for a fifth score. Dominic
Andrighetto kicked a pair of two-point
conversions. Wiry Devin Asiasi ran effec-
tively and tackled well, and ball-hawking
Stephen Chu intercepted three passes
and made a series of open-field stops on
Sunnyvale runners in the secondary.
PeeWees: Shaking off a second-half
charge by the Pacifica Tigersharks, the
Vikings hung on for a 26-19 win on Oct.
28 at Harvey West Stadium in Santa Cruz.
Keenan Gates ripped off a pair of 50-yard
touchdown runs, and Alex Lopez bolted
30 yards for another tally. Chris Williams
scored the M-A clincher, grabbing a five-
yard pass from Marcus Prioste. Wayman
Boyd played havoc with the Pacifica
offense, aided by Marcus Franklin, Talaiasi
(T) Teu, Jake Britschgi and Taualupe Tau.
Midgets: Tavasa Pale stormed the mid-
dle and Josiah Paye lit up the airways on
Oct. 29 as the Vikings defeated the host
Gilroy Browns 41-20 in a first-round play-
off contest. Pale twice uncorked 50-yard
scoring runs, and Paye launched touch-
down passes to Brandon Gibson, B.J. Pre-
ma and Marquise Tolson as M-A coun-
tered each Gilroy scoring foray. Paye’s
35-yard bomb to David Mapa in the wan-
ing moments put an end to any lingering
comeback hopes by the Browns. &

ARE YOU ONE OF THE 65% OF
CALIFORNIA VOTERS WHO

? MISSED THE LAST ? y
MIDTERM ELECTION? °

IS IT BECAUSE YOU DIDN’T KNOW THE
CANDIDATES OR ISSUES?

NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER TO GET
INFORMED RIGHT IN YOUR LIVING ROOM!

* View Midpeninsula candidate forums,
local measures, and state propositions ONLINE!
www.CommunityMediaCenter.net
www.SmartVoter.org

* Tune to candidate and proposition debates
on Cable TV Channel 27!

Complete schedule at:
www.CommunityMediaCenter.net

* Watch Midpeninsula Election Night
Coverage on LIVE TV!
Get Local Perspectives on Local Elections

16 races featured, produced by a non-partisan team:
South San Mateo League of Women Voters
Palo Alto League of Women Voters
Midpeninsula Community Media Center
Foothill College Honors Sociology Class

Supported by Peninsula Community Foundation, Hewlett Packard Company,
David D. Bohannon Organization, Premier Properties Management,
Palo Alto Weekly, Palo Alto Online
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Amanda, left, and Sarah Foster sample Halloween treats at Fremont Park.
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enchants downtown Menlo/Park

owntown Menlo Park was overrun with tiny Tiggers, winged fairies, diminutive

N,

Darth Vaders, jellyfish trailing tentacles, sweating tots in furry animal suits, and
a couple of coven’s worth of witches on Saturday morning, Oct. 28, as the annual
Photos by children’s Halloween parade commandeered Santa Cruz Avenue.
MARJAN Led by the Hillview Middle School band, beaming parents escorted kids in fancy dress
SADOUGHI| from the Burgess Recreation Center to Fremont Park.
Downtown shops handed out Halloween candy, as trick-or-treaters headed back to Burgess

The Almanac for a city-sponsored Halloween Hoopla carnival.

Costumes ranged from the homemade, like the fine feathered family that left a trail of
plumage everywhere they went, to an abundance of Disney princesses proudly promenading
in store-bought satin gowns.

—Andrea Gemmet, Almanac staff writer
Costumed

clarinetists with
the Hillview Middle
School band parade
down Santa Cruz &
Avenue. At far right, |
Doreen Lahmann
and 4-month-old
daughter Dana trick-
or-treat at A Cotton
Tale clothing store
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Maya Bodnick, 2, casts a wary eye at dad
Marc Bodnick’s Guy Fawkes mask while giving
him a kiss on the nose.

Wee little witch Jasmin Zimmerman, 2,

contemplates the empty innards of her jack-o™
lantern treat bucket.

stroller after taking a petite nap during the
Halloween parade.

Menlo Park resident Matthew Pearce’s false
mustache appears poised to plummet into
his pizza pie.
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UPS Store opens in Ladera

The UPS Store in Ladera Shop-
ping Center, 3130 Alpine Road, is
having a grand opening celebra-
tion from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 9. The public is invited to
stop by for snacks, drinks, and
entertainment by a jazz band,
says owner Nirmal Kakkar.

He has invited local dignitar-
ies to be on hand for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

The UPS Store provides
mailing and shipping services,

including 24-hour access mail
boxes, stamps and metered
mail, bulk mailing, overnight
document and package delivery,
UPS pick-up services, and copy
and print services. It’s also the
place to find a notary or have a
passport photo taken.

Mr. Kakkar has a UPS Store
in Fremont and is opening
another in Hayward. For infor-
mation on UPS Store services,
go to www.upsportola.com.

DATE ACTIVITY
OCT7

" NOV4  Native planting
DEC 2 Native planting

Help Restore Your Local Creek!

The San Francisquito Watershed Council -
needs your help restoring streamside habitat. -

1t’s good for the environment and it’s fun!

~All activities 9:30am to 12:30 pm~

Ivy removal / planting prep

£

v

LOCATION

El Palo Alto Park, PA
El Palo Alto Park, PA
Woodside Elementary

| For locations and directions: see www.SanFrancisquito.org/Events

Volunteers are also needed at the Native Plant Nursery — Nursery@Acterra.org

~The San Francisquito Watershed Council~

This project is sponsored in part by the Dept of Water Resources Urban Streams Restoration Program, the NOAA
Community-Based Restoration Program (NOAA-CRP), the Institute for Fisheries Resources— NOAA CRP
Partnership, and the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program — a program of C/CAG

Ryan Navratil
650.961.1035 x310
Volunteer@SanFrancisquito.org

* Youth Swim Team
SOLO Aquatics year-round |

e Swim Lessons

* Triathlon Team
New season kick-off,
open house in December

Menlo Swim and Sport
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-328-SWIM (7946)

Swimming at Burgess

Your place for fitness, fun, and family.

Warm water, all year, all ages

Program info, hours,

directions, prices, and news:

www.menloswim.com

THE PERFECT WEEKEND GETAWAY

PACIFICA BEACH RESORT
650-355-9999

www.pacificabeachresort.com

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
650-355-5000

www.hiepacifica.com

SEABREEZE MOTEL
650-359-3903

www.nicksrestaurant.net

Pacifica...BY THE SEA
Enjoy The California Coast

Beautiful Accomodations * Only 10 Minutes Off Hwy 280

Ocean Views « Exquisite Dining « Safe Beaches
Scenic National Park Lands

m* www.californialodging.org

HOWARD JOHNSON
800-933-8148

www.hojopacifica.com

BEST WESTERN
LIGHTHOUSE HOTEL
800-832-4777

www.bestwesternlighthouse.com

PACIFICA MOTOR INN
800-522-3772

www.pacificamotorinn.com

Local forum on community philanthropy

The Rotary Club of Wood-
side/Portola Valley will present
a panel discussion on “Com-
munity Philanthropy: Make a
difference locally and around
the world” on Sunday, Nov. 5,
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the Com-
munity Hall of the Woodside
Village Church, 3154 Woodside
Road, in Woodside.

Panelists will be Vera Bennett,
acting president of the Silicon
Valley Community Foundation;
Mort Fleishhacker, board mem-

ber of the San Francisco Foun-
dation; Audrey Rust, president
of the Peninsula Open Space
Trust; and Brian McLeran,
Rotary District Governor Elect
for 35 Rotary clubs.

Instead of admission, partici-
pants are asked to donate to the
George Calderon Music Schol-
arship Fund. Nine-year-old
George, who is passionate about
the piano, will play several piec-
es from his repertoire, including
his favorite, Beethoven’s “Ode to

Joy.” George lived much of his
life with his family in a garage
in East Palo Alto.

WANT TO MAKE
WAVES?
TRY THE SURF IN

TOWNSQUARE.

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

www.almanacnews.com
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Heyward Robinson

for Menlo Park
City Council.

Menlo Park
Elected Officials

Menlo Park Commissioners

(current & former)

Mary Jo Borak, Former Mayor ~ Frank Carney, Environmental

Andrew Cohen, Councilmember  Katie Ferrick, Budget Advisory

Paul Collacchi, Former Mayor  John Fox, Bicycle

Kelly Fergusson, Vice Mayor ~ Patti Fry,

Cal Jones, Former Mayor Planning, Budget Advisory

Chuck Kinney, Former Mayor ~Mary Kenney, Environmental

Jack Morris, Former Mayor Elizabeth Lasensky, Housing

Kay Paar, Former Melodie Pagee, Planning
Councilmember David Roise, Bicycle

Gail Slocum, Former Mayor Stu Soffer, Planning

Nancy Travers, Parks and Rec.

Pat Watkins, Parks and Rec.

Karen Zak, Housing, Planning

Local Business Leaders
Dorothy Fadiman,

Concentric Media
Valerie Frederickson,

Valerie Frederickson & Co.
Eric Hassett,

Palo Alto Hardware
Penelope Huang, Broker,

Taylor & Huang Properties
Clark Kepler,

Kepler's Bookstore
Eric Kinney,

First Horizon Home Loans
Ingo Lange, IL Mechanical
George Lynch,

Menlo Vacuum & Fix-It
Malcolm McGinnis,

Atria Genetics
Mitzi Moynihan, Realtor
E. Gary Smith,

Menalto Cleaners
Stu Soffer, Ipriori, Inc.

Other

Community Leaders

Beverly Balanis,
Menlo Art League

John Carcione, Former President,
West Bay Sanitary District

John Davey, Chairman,
Atherton Parks and
Recreation Commission

Mary Davey, Director,
Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District

Peter Drekmeier,
Councilmember, Palo Alto

Larry Hassett, Director,
Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District

Arthur Keller, Planning
Commissioner, Palo Alto
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|
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Menlo Park Residents Mike & Teresa Golubovich Mary Jane Parrine

& Neighbors

Jane Aaron

Rhoda Alexander

Bev & Lee Altschuler
Eric Arons

Charles Bacon

Doug & Sheri Baer
Philip Bailey

Lynore Banchoff

Don & Nancy Barnby
Margaret Beeler
Dorothy Bender
Adam Bernstein
Chuck Bernstein
Lawrence Bernstein
Cathy & Rich Berra
Elias Blawie

Nancy Borgeson
Charles Bourne

Kirk Bradley

Jim & Lynne Bramlett
D.J. Brawner

Denise & Morris Brown
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Buch
Larry Bucka

Sue Burnside

Tom Caldecott
Bobbie & Joe Carcione
Curt Carlson

Anna Chow

Carolyn Clarke

Rob & Carol Clazie
Prudence Cleary
Jennifer Commissarrs
Rani Cochran
Christine Couch

David & Mary Goodman

Mike & Pam Gullard

Jordan Gruber

Brad & Christine Halsey

Christine & Jay Hansen

Diane & Peter Hart

Tara Hassett

David Hauk

Jerry Hearn

Dana Hendrickson

Robnett Hill

David Hirschberg

Al Hirschon

Nancy Hoffman

Elizabeth Houck

Lara Hoyem

Georgina Hum

Charles Irby

Donnasue Jacobi

Mary Jones

Marion Joseph

Beth & Tom Keelin

Brenda & Omar Kinaan

Amy Klein

Amy & Matthew
Kohrman

Srini Krishnamurthy

Alexander Kugushev

Liz & Steve Laderman

Harriet Lee

Craig & Shannon Lewis

James Madison

Ellen Marcus

Bob & Joanna Martin

Julia Martino

Diane Mavica

— among others

ENDORSED BY

mAlmanac
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Sierra CLUB

M.E Chester Palesoo,
Ravenswood School Board

Lennie Roberts, Committee
for Green Foothills*

Ira Ruskin, California
Assembly Member

Stephen H. Schneider, Center
for Environmental Science
and Policy, Stanford*

Steve Westly, State Controller

* Affiliation listed for
identification purposes

4
HEYWARD.

Menio Park CIly Councl!

www.VoteForHeyward.org

Paid for by Friends of Heyward Robinson « FPPC #1290180 « PO Box |35, Menlo Park, CA 94026 * 650-328-5367

Matt Craig

Steve Crouch-Baker
Russell Dember

L. Peter Deutsch
Anita & Dan Dippery
Larry Dubois

Cynthia Dusel-Bacon
Ed Ehmke

Bob & Diana Ekedahl
Robert S. Elliott

Bob English

Alan Fahrenbruch
Jeff Felts

David & Dorie Figley
Jan Fisher

Jennifer Fisher

Lynne Fovinci

Mike Gardner

Cf

Margaret McAuliffe

Jon McCarty

David McLaughlin

Janet McLaughlin

Catherine & Greg
McMillan

Lisa McPherson

Holly Millar

Anne G. Moser

Fred Mugler, Jr.

Esther & Marcel Muller

Betsy & Horace Nash

John & Lynne Nash

Karen Nashold

Ernest Norback

Donna Norton

Janet & Robert Oakford

Kathy Oppenheimer

Edward Paar

A vote for change.
A vote for the future.
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Sam Perry

Ron & Sheila Peterson

Len Polizzotto

Ivan Quijano

Sukumar Ramanathan

Elena Lyn Reese

Lynne & Tony Reynolds

Jason & Nancy Rosenthal

Pam Salvatierra

Lyn & Woody Savage

Carol & David Schwartz

Irene Searles

H.M. Shefrin

Earl Shelton

Arden & Lois Sher

Jim Simpson

Mitchel Slomiak

David & Haydi
Sowerwine

Peri Soyugenc

David Speer

Gene & Lucile Spurlock

Gail Sredanovic

James Steck

Laura Steuer

Jim & Pat Stocker

Terry Stoker

Honor Fullerton Stone

Pamela Stoner

Kathy & Andy Switky

Edward Syrett

Carol Taggart

Maria Tapia

Susan Taylor

Mary Teruel

Gordon & Mary Teter

Chris & Carol Thomsen

R. Paul Titterton

James Tooley

Paula Travers

Parke Treadway

Victoria Tregoning

Carmel Triska

Terry Turnbull

Kristin & Paul Vais

Carel Veenhuyzen

Phyllis Van De Mark

Thomas von Tersch

Jeff Voss

Bill Wagner

Morgan Wain

Rease Walsh

Diane Walter

Leslie Wambach

Gary Waymire

Allen Weiner

Anita Westly

Cora Williams

AR Wilson, Jr.

Jacques Wolgelenter

Mark Wong

Ruth Anne Woodruff

Robert Zeien

Eva & Joe Zirker

— a partial list
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Every performance
will be different

as Menlo School's
“Knights of
Improvisation” stage
“Improvalot.” Troupers
are: Anne Hawkins,
center, below; from
left in next row, Jessi
McDade, Jenny Jaffe,
Patrick Costello and
Matin Movassate;
standing, Kevin
Greene, Taylor Warren
and Kiran Malladi.

Menlo School photo

Menlo School students present ‘Tmprovalot!’

Menlo School’s Drama Depart-
ment celebrates high-risk creativ-
ity in the arts with its upcoming,
unscripted “Improvalot!” pro-
ductions Nov. 16-19 at the school’s
Florence Moore Auditorium at 50
Valparaiso Ave. in Atherton.

The publicis invited as the Menlo
“Knights of Improvisation,” a group
of Menlo thespians, discover the
pure joy of creativity in high-risk,
high-stakes entertainment.

The performances will be pre-
ceded by improvised jazz, dance
and visual art.

There are two alternating casts,
and each of the six performances
will be completely original, says

drama teacher Elizabeth Orr, who
is overseeing the production.
“Working improvisationally
strengthens a connection to core
creativity,” she says. “You become
more trusting of your choices and
your ability to be spontaneous.
It builds tremendous self-confi-
dence and willingness to go into
unknown territory.”
Performances are scheduled for
7 p-m. Thursday through Sunday,
Nov. 16-19; and for 2 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday, Nov. 18 and 19.
The alternating casts are called
the “Noble Steeds” and the
“Errant Rogues.”
The Steeds perform Thurs-

NSPLr 1

GFBC

FirsT BAPTIST CHURCH
OF MENLO PARK

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday
Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats
Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544
1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

First Baptist Church
Of Menlo Park

To include your Church in
Inspirations
Please call

Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 239
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

26 m The Almanac m November 1, 2006

day and Saturday nights and at
the Sunday afternoon matinee.
They are Faiz Abbasi, David
Castor, Hillary Clark, Jill Hagey,
Ryan Halprin, Natalie Johnson,
Michael Kvamme, Jared Silver
and Niki Vanyo.

The Rogues take over Friday and
Sunday nights and at the Saturday
afternoon matinee. They are
Patrick Costello, Kevin Greene,
Anne Hawkins, Jenny Jaffe, Kiran
Malladi, Jessi McDade, Matin
Movassate and Taylor Warren.

Tickets, at $5 for students and
$9 for adults, are available at the
Menlo Box office by calling 330-
2001, ext. 2333.

‘Incumbent slate’
mailers cause stir

Phil Angelides for governor.
Ira Ruskin for state assembly.
John Boyle, Lee Duboc and
Mickie Winkler for Menlo Park
City Council.

Those were some of the choic-
es recommended on a “Voter
Information Guide for Demo-
crats” flier mailed to Menlo
Park voters last week.

The flier was not sent on behalf
of the Democratic Party, and
opponents of the three listed
candidates labeled it misleading.

Ms. Duboc and Mr. Boyle are
registered Republicans, and the
fine print of the mailer notes that
the three candidates are repre-
sented on the flier — as well as a
recommended “Yes on Measure
J” vote — because someone paid
for them to be on it.

The listing was paid for by
Menlo Park Matters, a political
action committee that supports
the “incumbent slate” of incum-

H MP ELECTION

bents Duboc and Winkler and
newcomer Mr. Boyle.

Dick Poe, a spokesperson for
Menlo Park Matters, said the
group paid for the three can-
didates to be listed on several
mailers, including one for Dem-
ocrats; one for Republicans; and
one for absentee voters.

Ms. Winkler said the strategy
of targeting different political
groups through paid mailers “is
nothing new.” She noted that
former council member Paul
Collacchi used a paid mailer
when he ran for council.

Candidate Heyward Robin-
son, who along with candidate
Richard Cline is endorsed by the
San Mateo Democratic Party,
labeled the “Voter Information
Guide for Democrats” mailer
“deceptive.”

Courtney Charney joins Alain Pinel

Courtney Carter Charney has
joined the Menlo Park office of
Alain Pinel Realtors as a real
estate agent.

Ms. Charney, who grew up in
Menlo Park and Atherton, is a
former editorial director at Gen-
try Magazine. She also helped
launch Gentry’s second edition,
Gentry South Bay, in January
2005.

She is a graduate of Phil-
lips Brooks School in Menlo
Park, Castilleja School in Palo

SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 52 YEARS

A

* PROPERTY SALES
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

* RENTAL

APARTMENTS, CONDOMINIUMS AND HOMES

* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

D ave Kere setwe gou /

EDWOOD ASSOQCIATES
REAL ESTATE

961 WooDsIDE RoAD, REDWoOOD CITY, CA 94061
OFFICE: (650) 367-9300 ¢« FAX: (650) 367-0751

Alto and Stan-
ford Univer-
sity, where she
earned a bach-
elor’s degree in
political sci-
ence and art
history. Sheisa
member of the
Junior League
of Palo Alto/Mid Peninsula.

The Menlo Park office is at 620
Santa Cruz Ave.

Charney

New officers for
iScience Interventional

A Menlo Park company
medical technology company,
iScience Interventional, recently
named two new members to
its management team: Ernie
Edwards, vice president of mar-
keting, and Mark Hayward, vice
president of sales.

The privately held company,
founded in 1999, develops high-
resolution imaging systems that
complement existing glaucoma
and retinal surgical techniques.

Mr. Edwards has 21 years of
ophthalmic and cardiovascular
device marketing experience.
He was formerly director of
global marketing for refractive
and accommodating intraocu-
lar lenses at Advanced Medical
Optics.

Mr. Hayward joined iScience
after serving as director of sales
for the Guidant Corp. He has 23
years of sales experience in the
healthcare industry.
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‘July on Encinal’

The title of this oil painting, “July on Encinal” refers to a Victorian
home on Encinal Avenue in Alameda, not Menlo Park. The painting
by Julia Seelos is part of her “Visual Heritage” series, which includes
images of California historical sites, including old colonial Monterey,
Alameda Victorians, California missions and Allied Arts. The
paintings will be on display Nov. 1-29 in the Portola Art Gallery at
Allied Arts Guild, 75 Arbor Road in Menlo Park. A reception for the
artist will be held from noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 5.

Hundreds of books on sale in Woodside

If you like bargains, the
upcoming Woodside Library
book sale is the place for you.

On Saturday, Nov. 4, hundreds
of gently used books, CDs,
DVDs, video and audio tapes
will be on sale from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., rain or shine.

Paperback books will be priced
at 25 cents, with most hardbacks
and other materials going for $1
each. Some special collections
will sell for more such as ency-

clopedia sets.

Friends of the Library Board
member Susan Flint has been
watching the piles of books
grow as they have been donated
by patrons over the last six
months.

She says there are three boxes
of Archie and Veronica comic
books available, plus lots of Civil
War and Colonial American
history books, a personal library
of Robinson Jeffers books, and

a good number of foreign lan-
guage books, particularly Ger-
man, Spanish and French.

These books are in addition
to the regular wide selection of
bestsellers, travel, self-help, cook-
books, and children’s books.

All proceeds go toward the
Friends to support speakers, chil-
dren’s programs, and new book
acquisitions at the library.

Woodside Library is located at
3140 Woodside Road, Woodside.

We’ve Changed The Way Toyotas Are Sold At TOYOTA 101

You’ll Be
Green With Energy
Prius Hybrid,
Camry Hybrid &
Highlander Hybrid

—

Get Yours at... .'

HWY 101 & Whipple Avenue

HYBRID

- Highlander Hybrid
- Camry Hybrid

H BIRTHS

Menlo Park

B Nancy and Jason Rosenthal, a
daughter, Oct. 8, at Sequoia Hos-
pital.

M Holly and David Trambling, a son,
Oct. 9, at Sequoia Hospital.

M Henrietta and Christian Donica, a
son, Oct. 10, at Sequoia Hospital.

525 E. Bayshore Roéd, Redwood City
1.877.203.4381

Comnesio
- www.toyotal101.com

Mar: Up!

m TRY THE SURF IN
b . TOWNSQUARE.

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

Be a citizen joumalist.
v 8l BNSC NEWS . C0m
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MEALE PARE - HIHAMON - FIETERL l\lll)_j' FIRREINE
Corrclree

Jensen

Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. ¢ (650) 365-5027 < Redwood City

Now Open Saturdays

N = Call for an
<\]E='-/{ ) appointment
= PERFORMANCE
PARTS "s"s"s"s"

Exclusive Pickup

and Delivery Service
MondayThrough Friday ONLY. Call For Details.

Jacob Lozano 650-342-9500 x111 or jrodriguez@ PutnamGm.com

9-5

PUTNAM CADILLAC
193 California Dr., Burlingame W

650-342-9500

&
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“Whenjyou |
don't want .

* TIRES » ALIGNMENTS
* SHOCKS * BRAKES

<

{
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-
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»
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N
Al
2115 E Camino Real
Redwood City

' 650.365.0280

\ yourcarl’
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Robert Groetzinger
Co-founder of Woodside Vineyards

Robert S. Groetzinger, a former
resident of Woodside, died Thurs-
day, Oct. 26, at his home in Bonita
Springs, Florida. He was 79.

Mr. Groetzinger and his wife,
Beverly, lived on the old La
Questa vineyard property in
Woodside from 1957 to 1971. In
1961, he and Robert Mullen co-
founded Woodside Vineyards.

“He was one of the early wine-
makers in Woodside. Around
here he was known as a ‘wine
guy,” says Mr. Mullen.

A former resident of San Fran-
cisco, Mr. Mullen was a gradu-
ate of UCLA, the University of
California at Santa Barbara,
and received his master’s degree
from Stanford University.

He was a veteran of the Korean
War, serving in the U.S. Air
Force as a lieutenant. During

World War II, he served in the
Merchant Marines.

Mr. Mullen’s career was in
international business devel-
opment. For 30 years he lived
overseas, first in London for 15
years, then in Lugnorre, Swit-
zerland. The Groetzingers also
maintained a home in Florida.

Mr. Groetzinger is survived by
his wife of 54 years, Beverly L.
Groetzinger of Bonita Springs,
Florida. Private services have
been held and his remains will be
scattered in the Pacific Ocean.

Mary Katherine
‘Bunny’ Welling
Member of Peninsula Volunteers
A celebration of the life of
Mary Katherine “Bunny” Well-
ing will be held at 1 p.m. Satur-
day, Nov. 4, at Rosener House,
500 Arbor Road in Menlo Park.
Ms. Welling, an Atherton resi-
dent for 47 years, died Oct. 26
after a short illness. She was 82.

(Near Mary & Evelyn)

SUNNYSIDE GARDENS
A SENIOR CARE HOME

"Just a short drive down the Central Expressway"

Residential Care - Alzheimer's Care
Respite Care (short stays)

* Ambulatory/Non Ambulatory
* Medication Supervision
* Assistance with Activities of Daily Living

Our monthly fee includes all staff services. No add-ons!
Come tour and ask for details.

408-730-4070
1025 Carson Dr., Sunnyvale, CA 94086
State Lic. 430708612

Sunnysidegardensassistedliving.com

Ms. Welling was a member of
the Peninsula Volunteers and
other charities.

She is survived by her husband
of 62 years, Conrad Welling; chil-
dren Conrad G. Welling, Bonnie
Welling and Patricia Leugers;
and two grandchildren.

Memorials in her name may
be made to Peninsula Volun-
teers, 800 Middle Ave, Menlo
Park, CA 94025.

Jay Shiveley

Business executive and cyclist

Jay W. Shiveley of Atherton,
who worked for 27 years in
technology sales, died suddenly
at home Oct. 20. He was 50.

Mr. Shiveley was a native of
Augsburg, Germany. He was
a graduate of Minnesota State
University, Mankato. During
his business career he worked at
Oracle, Forte, Vitria, and, most
recently, as CEO of OQO, the
manufacturer of a sub-notebook

computer.

He also
worked in ven-
ture capital at
Atlas Venture,
Sprout Group
and Vantage
Point Venture
Partners.

Mr. Shiveley
was an avid cyclist, riding
regularly with Team Lombar-
di, occasionally alongside U.S.
Postal Service pro racing team
and Discovery Channel team.

He was a devoted father who
cherished his family. He played
actively with his children and
taught them the importance
of kindness and excellence, say
family members.

He is survived by his wife, Lisa
Shiveley; children Aaron, 17,
Keaton, 9, and Leighton, 5; his
parents, Jake and Karen Shive-
ley; brother Timothy Shiveley;
and sisters Lee Ann Shiveley and
Sabrena Resman.

Jay Shiveley

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

Kyle & Koko

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People® 8o0-579-0009

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys. We provide only self-help services
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

1 INCLUDES:

|  Divorce $399

| ¢ Living Trusts $399/$499

* Incorporations/LLC $399
* Probate (FREE Quote)

| « QDRO, Buy/Sell

Agreements

* And much more!

One of America’s Greatest Treasures

ILOLI

H [1BAY TRADITIONS:
GIFTS FAOM THE Il

Honoring the Beauty and Tradition of the Glass Conservatory

[ITER GARDEI

Friday, November 24th THROUGH
Saturday, December 2nd

* Premiere Access Shopping Evening

&l * Evening Dinner Parties
* Daytime & Evening Holiday Shopping Boutiques

» * Brunch Buffets

* Dinner in the Café

¢ Children’s Parties

For pricing and additional information, please visit Filoli’s website: www.filoli.org

86 Canada Road, Woodside, CA 94062 650-364-8300 x508
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Donations may be made in his
honor to the Peninsula Habitat
for Humanity, attention: Jen-
nifer Fagerstrom, 690 Broadway,
Redwood City, CA 94063.

m POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’'s
Office. Under law, people charged
with offenses are considered inno-
cent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft report: Watch stolen,
first block of AlImendral Avenue,
Oct. 24.

MENLO PARK

Fraud reports:

W Social Security number and per-
sonal information stolen and resident
received false credit report, 400
block of Encinal Avenue, Oct. 19.

W Fraudulent credit card used at
Menlo Park business, 200 block of
El Camino Real, Oct. 24.

Grand theft report: Over 50 CDs
and CD case stolen from vehicle,
900 block of Millie Avenue, Oct. 19.
Robbery reports:

W Pedestrian on Carlton Avenue
punched in face and robbed of
passport and $500 in cash, 1197
Willow Road, Oct. 19.

W Assist to East Palo Alto police,
Willow Road at Newbridge Street,
Oct. 21.

Assault with deadly weapon
report: Fist fight evolved into retali-
ation with shovel and hammer, 1200
block of Hollyburne Avenue, Oct. 25.
Spousal abuse report: 800 block
of Coleman Avenue, Oct. 20.
Battery reports:

W Car with open door hit resident on
back and buttocks and fled, 1000
block of Berkeley Avenue, Oct. 20.
W Verbal argument turned physical
and police found and arrested flee-
ing suspect, 1100 block of Carlton
Avenue, Oct. 21.

WOODSIDE

Theft report: About $2,250 stolen
after victim gave personal and
business information to sham orga-
nization over phone, 2000 block of
Wesly Road, Oct. 19.
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VIEWPOINT

ELECTION LETTERS

continued from page 31

park advertised a full-sized soccer
field, what was actually built is
barely big enough for the 12- and
13-year-old age group.

If a full-sized field had been
constructed at Burgess, there
would be less pressure for build-
ing a new one now. Given the
Measure T outcome, I question
the ability of the current council
incumbents to deliver adequate
playing fields at Bayfront, even if
the city can afford the expense.

Ted Wobber
Santa Monica Avenue,
Menlo Park

Bowen for California
Secretary of State

Editor:

The office of Secretary of State
is of enormous importance and
we need to elect Debra Bowen.

The right to vote is key to democ-
racy. But numerous irregularities
in the U.S. and in California make
it clear that the security of elec-
tronic voting is at present not just
broken, it is virtually nonexistent.

The warnings of computer sci-
entists have been largely ignored
and our current California
Secretary of State has shown no
interest in learning about the
problems. I have observed him
in action and was appalled.

Debra Bowen has been on top
of thisissue. She has held hearings
which she actually attended and
where she asked well-informed
questions of the experts. She has
already proposed constructive
legislation in the state Senate.

Although there has not been
much in the media about
this, the testimony of com-
puter experts is overwhelming:
democracy is in crisis. We need
a serious, diligent Secretary of
State. We need Debra Bowen.

Gail Sredanovic
Ashton Avenue, Menlo Park

Cyclist feels burned
on Old La Honda TT

Editor:

I have been involved with some
bicycle time trials going up Old
La Honda Road in Woodside.

I have learned a number of
things watching some of the Old
La Honda residents in action.
Information is manipulated in
order to favor their point of view.

During a time trial last year, we
had 30 riders (well below the 50
maximum). The residents were
out in force on multiple corners
taking photos of our riders. I am
guessing that they were trying to
make a case against the series.

We respected their 50 maxi-
mum number, though they
had no respect for our riders or
efforts to work with them in a
quiet civilized fashion. When

the last rider completed the
effort, which was at 8:30 a.m.,
she rode down the hill to inform
residents she was the last rider.

An hour later, when we had
wrapped up our activities, I
drove up Old La Honda just
because a voice in the back of my
head told me to. They (the resi-
dents) were still out there taking
photos, counting bikes. I stopped
at all but one, which was hidden
in the woods, to inform residents
the time trail had been
done for over an
hour.

It did not
matter. From
what [ was
told by peo-
ple going up
the hill later
in the morn-
ing, the resi-
dents were still
there. Obviously,
this count was com-
pletely inaccurate.

The thing about time trials
that is so cool, and is something
the residents should realize is
good, is the riders go up in singles,
one off each minute. They are
experienced riders, they stay to
the right and do not talk (another
complaint of residents is the noise
created by people talking). There
is no talking, people are breathing
hard and focused on their time.

If nothing else, residents
should welcome such events. It
is a very safe and quite event for
the road. Cooperation works in
both directions.

Patt Baenen-Tapscott
Los Trancos Road,
Portola Valley

Trouble getting
absentee ballots

Editor:

When we returned from vaca-
tion, last week, I read in a local
paper that absentee ballots had
been mailed out by San Mateo
County on Oct. 8. We hadn’t
received ours, and thinking a call
would be easier than the Web site,
I phoned the county Mail Registra-
tion and Elections Division. The
division’s number in the phone
book (312-5200) was incorrect.

So I called 312-5222, (from the
cover of the Sample Ballot and
Voter Information pamphlet). It
was busy for an hour. When the
call went through, it was auto-
matically answered, forwarded
to the assessor’s office and put
on indefinite hold.

Then 1 faxed another number
from the same pamphlet (312-
5348). It rang 25 times, then
disconnected. 1 called the Elec-
tions Office Satellite, (363-4917
in the pamphlet), and was told
it was not an election office by a
county respondent who hung up
without further discussion. Get-
ting creative, I called the county

ELECTION
A0/

supervisors’ office, 363-4653. The
person who answered forwarded
my call to the financial officer for
the County Clerk Recorder.

He was great. He gave me the
name and the direct number of
the top manager for the elec-
tion department, who was most
courteous and very helpful.
Turns out, the last ballots were
mailed on the 21st.

What will others do, I wonder,
when they want to vote, and turn

to the Voter Information
Pamphlet for help?
Will they keep at
it for the two
hours I did?

Would you

like to haz-

ard a guess
as to whether
the Web site is
easier?
Anne Hillman
Alamos Road,
Portola Valley

Parks tax pays for
mismanagement

Editor:

November’s election presents
yet another opportunity for San
Mateo County voters to tax them-
selves for years to come to com-
pensate for our elected officials’
failure to do their jobs properly.

What is presented as a one-
eighth-cent sales tax designed to
generate approximately $16 mil-
lion annually for local and county
parks is really a measure to bail
out elected and appointed manag-
ers of taxpayer dollars from their
inability to balance the books.

The sales tax dollars, accord-
ing to San Mateo County offi-
cials, will be used to pay for
“park maintenance and rec-
reation activities” in both city
and county parks. This overly
vague expenditure plan of mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars is sim-
ply a means to levy a new tax
to pay for work and programs
that should already be funded
through existing tax revenues
— what we already pay for.

In my view, the $16 million
annual price tag will provide
little benefit to individual parks
and communities when divided
among 24 jurisdictions and then
distributed among numerous
facilities and programs within
those 24 jurisdictions.

But what this scheme will do
is raise San Mateo County’s
sales tax above that of most of
our neighbors in the Bay Area
to a rate of 8.375 percent for all
taxable purchases. That means
would-be consumers of durable
goods may look elsewhere to
make their purchases, under-
mining the sales tax base for
many of our communities who
depend upon such sales tax rev-
enue to support quality services

such as police and fire services.
Why San Mateo County officials
wish to pursue this folly is clear
— they are unable to restrain
themselves from spending on
items that have little to do with the
core mission of local government.
Fortunately, this wasteful tax
will require approval by two-thirds
of the voters. It is incumbent on
San Mateo County to stop reward-
ing mismanagement and send a
clear message to county officials
by rejecting this new tax.

Tom Dempsey, president
San Mateo County

Taxpayers Association
Westridge Drive, Portola Valley

Parks a quality
of life measure

Editor:

I am encouraging support
for Measure A, which calls for
a one-eighth-cent sales tax to
support parks in the county.

Perhaps you are like me and
grew up near a local park and
open space area of your home-
town. Your first soccer game may
have been at the local playground
where your coach taught you how
to “kick the corner kick” cor-
rectly. There was a small urban
forest near our home where my
friends and I would discover new
plants and animals.

My children and grandchildren
have grown up using city and
county parks. Unfortunately, over
the years, the condition of the
public park spaces has deterio-
rated, maintenance has declined
and repairs have been deferred.
This is caused by a lack of dedi-
cated funding, not any misuse of
limited available funds.

A great quality of life is a big
reason many of us live in San
Mateo County; parks and rec-
reation programs are important
to our health and well-being.

Measure A will create a dedicated
source of funding for parks and rec-
reation programs in every city and
recreation district in the county.
Measure A will cost the average
person only about $1.50 per month;
less than one large soda.

Our parks provide a place for
residents of all ages and back-
grounds to enjoy nature, exercise,
relax and discover the many
natural settings that San Mateo
County has to offer. Our local
parks deserve a dedicated source
of funding to prevent further and
future budget cuts.

For more information go to
www.ParksfortheFuture.com.
Please join me in voting yes
on Measure A and supporting
parks for the future.

Mike Stallings
Burlingame

Referendum another
chance for Derry project

Editor:

There is some talk that the suc-
cess of the referendum to halt the
Derry project to build 135 con-
dominiums and approximately
22,000 square feet of commercial
space means that the Derry proj-
ect is “dead” and that those who
supported the referendum want
to stop any and all development at
this site. This could not be further
from the truth and we would like
to set the record straight.

Passage of the Derry referendum
gives Menlo Park another chance
to get the developer back to the
bargaining table and get a fair deal
for Menlo Park. The referendum
was the only remaining recourse
after four members of the City
Council caved in to the developer
at the last minute and failed to get
anything from a long list of public
benefits that even their own sub-
committee recommended.

Surely Menlo Park has some
negotiating power when the more
than two-fold density increase
(from 18.5 units per acre to 40
units per acre) given the devel-
oper will provide them with an
additional $35 million to $50
million. What Menlo Park needs
now are competent negotiators to
get this project back on the right
track. It is time for a change on
the council to assure that Menlo
Park gets what it deserves.

Pam and Oscar Salvatierra

Stanford Avenue, Menlo Park
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Can Menlo Park avoid the smear?

he negative political campaigning that is blanketing our

state and nation is casting a pall over the public process

that has turned many voters off and very likely is respon-
sible for poor election turnouts at all levels of government.

Recent reports show that millions of dollars have been spent on
negative election ads in the state, most on the propositions, but
also on the various statewide races, from governor to controller.

Even in Menlo Park, negative campaign literature has surfaced and
we're sure more is on the way. This was virtually preordained when
moves to privatize city services,
and delete union jobs, became a
key strategy of Mickie Winkler,
Lee Duboc and Mayor Nicholas
Jellins. This move was not taken
lightly by city employees who are rank and file members of the SEIU,
which vowed to work for the defeat of the council majority’s slate
(Mayor Jellins has been replaced by candidate John
Boyle). The battle lines were drawn.

On the other side, a series of misleading
campaign mailers hit local mailboxes last ELECTION
week that endorse the incumbent council 7 &
slate and Measure J (sports files at Bayfront M@
Park). One identifies itself as being a “Voter
Information Guide for Democrats,” and indi-
cates that the endorsements were paid for by the
Menlo Park candidates. (Only Ms. Winkler is a registered Democrat;
Ms. Duboc and Mr. Boyle are Republicans.) It was mailed from Sher-
man Oaks, a Southern California city far from Menlo Park.

Could there be more of these “hit pieces” on the way as the city’s
campaign moves into the final week? Unfortunately, that is the like-
ly scenario. There is plenty of time to churn out a nasty campaign
mailer and get it delivered by Nov. 6, the day before the election.

We hope that forecast does not come true. All candidates
would be better served by emphasizing the positive aspects of
their agenda. In the accompanying box, we have provided Menlo
Park’s “Code of Campaign Ethics.” Although it has the ring of
typical government boilerplate, it hits the right notes. All six
City Council candidates signed it and, we hope, took it to heart.
There is still time for all candidates to stop the negative cam-
paigning, and emphasize the positive. The voters would love it.

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

Menlo Park’s Code of Campaign Ethics

Every candidate for public office in the City of Menlo Park has a moral obligation
to exemplify principles of honesty, respect, and fairness so that citizens may
exercise their constitutional right to free political choice. Negative campaign
practices fuel cynicism toward the democratic process and undermine the con-
tributions of public servants who preserve and promote the common good.

Therefore:

1) I shall conduct my campaign openly, discuss issues as | understand them,
present my record and policies with sincerity, and criticize the record and
policies of opponents which merit criticism.

2) | shale not use or permit the use of character defamation, whispering cam-
paigns, libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his/her family.

3. I 'shall not use or permit an appeal to negative prejudice based on race,
sex, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, physical health, or age.

4) | shall not use or permit any practice that corrupts our system of free elec-
tions or hampers the full expression of the voters will, including acts intended to
hinder an eligible person from registering to vote, enrolling to vote, or voting.

5) | shall not coerce campaign support or contributions for myself or any
candidate from my employers.

6) | shall immediately and publicly repudiate support from any individual or
group that resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to my oppo-
nent’s candidacy, to any unethical method or tactic mentioned in this code.
| shall take immediate and firm action against any subordinate who violates
this code, campaign law, or campaign regulations.

7) | shall defend and uphold the right of every qualified voter to full and equal
participation in the electoral process.

8) | owe nothing, other than what is due all citizens, to any individual or
group that contributes to my campaign.

9) | shall speak to my positions on issues often and refrain from making promises.
10) | shall not misrepresent facts nor deceive any citizen.

11) I accept full responsibility for the proper content, completion and sub-
mission of all campaign documentation and literature.

12) I shall not level charges against my opponent at a point when he/she
does not have adequate time to respond before the election.

13) I shall act in good faith.

|, the undersigned candidate for election to office in Menlo Park voluntarily
endorse and subscribe to the spirit and the letter of the above principles and
practices. | solemnly pledge that | will instruct those working on my campaign
of this code, and do everything in my power to have them honor it.

Signed by John Boyle, Vince Bressler, Rich Cline, Lee Duboc, Heyward Rob-
inson and Mickie Winkler.

Endorsements: The Almanac recommends

MAnna Eshoo for Congress
M’Leland Yee for State Senate
M'Ira Ruskin for State Assembly

M/Rohinson, Cline, Boyle for Menlo Park City
Council

M’SIipperv slope on Measure J (sports fields at
Bayfront Park). Vote no

M’Yes on Measure K, Menlo Park utility tax

@,Rich, Child, Fitz for Menlo Park school hoard

M,Yes on fire district Measure 0
(appropriation limit)

Q{Yes on Portola Valley tax cut (Measure F)
MMeasure A sales tax will benefit county parks
Qroblak, Faro, Horsley for hospital hoard

Q(No on Proposition 90
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VIEWPOINT

Barrage of letters as election day nears

Keep Bayfront Park as open space

Editor:

Having worked with children as a teacher
for the Menlo Park City School District for
30 years, I am keenly aware of how essential
sportsare to a child’s well-
being. I am also acutely
cognizant of the impor-
tance environmental edu-
cation plays in their lives,
and, in fact, in all our
lives. That is why I am in favor of access to
sport fields, but completely against putting
those fields in Bayfront Park.

This park, adjacent to a wildlife refuge
housing several endangered species and
home to a salt marsh, is inconsistent with
sports fields in its midst. As much as play-
ing fields for children and adults are needed
in our communities, one of society’s most
pressing needs is a commitment to educa-
tion and protection of our environment.

It is difficult for me to understand why
consideration would be given to chang-
ing one enormously successful environ-
ment originally intended for passive
use into a completely different one with
many questions as to its future success
and at high financial costs to a city in
debt. Instead, “Why not expand on the
park’s present potential?”

Bayfront Park is used by people of all
ages, whether it’s families out for a lei-
surely stroll, birders, joggers, or those just
seeking tranquility and peace away from
hectic lives. Let’s keep it that way. Please
join me Nov. 7 to vote no to Measure J.

Carol Taggart
Valparaiso Avenue, Menlo Park

Majority preserved
neighborhood peace

Editor:

Menlo Park residents who dread a
repeat of the traffic calming conflicts
in the Willows (early 1990s) and Santa
Cruz Ave (2002) should consider the
role played by the current City Council
majority in preserving neighborhood
peace and sanity in recent years.

In 2004 the council approved a neighbor-
hood traffic management program which
reduces the excessive influence previously
held by the handful of activists who pro-
moted wasteful and unwanted projects in
the past. The device employed by Menlo
Park’s plan is simply a requirement that
residents wanting traffic calming devices
must demonstrate acceptance by a majority
of the neighbors affected before any devices
may be installed.

It creates a process for traffic calming
while requiring activists to calibrate their
“vision” to the needs of the community.

This elegant solution was passed by the
current majority over the opposition of
their opponents on the council. In the
draft stage, it was opposed ferociously
by activists in the Willows and other
neighborhoods, who are the base of the
opposition slate. They have not forgotten
their goal of a Willows “maze,” rejected
by the neighborhood in 1995.

A change in the council majority could
result in a new plan tailored to the demands

LETTERS
Our readers write

Laurel Avenue, Menlo Park

of traffic activists. The result could be
neighborhood conflicts lasting months or
years, as in the Willows, Santa Cruz Avenue
and Palo Alto Downtown North.

To preserve tranquility and demo-
cratic traffic management in Menlo
Park neighborhoods,
elect Boyle, Duboc and
Winkler. All three must
be elected to keep the
current plan in place.

Eric Doyle

Traffic, a forgotten
item at Bayfront Park

Editor:

In following the various Bayfront Park
proposals, and now the sudden zeal to
build fields that could cost $17 million,
I've been surprised that one aspect of the
proposal — traffic to and from the park
— gets no public discussion.

Proponents of the sports complex express
an urgent need for playing fields for our
children. These programs schedule practices
most heavily in the late afternoons, from 4 to
6 p.m. after school. The proposed site, which
is located on the busiest approach to the
Dumbarton Bridge, is a traffic-congested
nightmare for these high-use times.

Yet as far as I know, no one on the council
majority said anything about this, or con-
sulted the transportation or bicycle commis-
sions about traffic issues— simply getting to
and from the park.

I certainly wouldn’t want to fight com-
muter traffic in both directions on the
Bayfront Expressway, and I'd guess com-
muters wouldn’t appreciate adding
extra playing field traffic to the
congested mix. The traffic is
expected to get even worse
in future years with greater
development in the area.

I think it would be far
more desirable to improve
our existing neighbor-
hood fields, and develop
the options that are much
closer to home. And it would
be much better for the players,
the coaches, the parents and the
neighbors to have local games and fields,
and encourage those who might want to
bike or walk to their practices and games.

John Fox
Elder Avenue, Menlo Park

Best bet for council is
Winkler, Duboc

Editor:

Stewardship of the city as a council
member is a demanding job.

To achieve anything takes tenacity,
a thorough understanding of approval
processes, and time. The last four years
have included a long list of innovations
that are the result of commitment, cre-
ativity and an amazing amount of time
from the incumbents’ private lives.

From the public design charrette for mas-
ter planning the downtown to the all-inclu-
sive citywide budget meetings, incumbents
Mickie Winkler and Lee Duboc measure

m EMPHASIZE THE POSITIVE

This week’s Almanacis the last before
Election Day, Nov. 7. As in prior years,
most letters were chosen from writers
who had good things to say about their
candidate or cause, since there is no
time to respond to negative attacks.
We refer writers whose letters do not fit
this category to Town Square at www.
AlmanacNews.com, where you can
post your letter for all to see.

real public opinion and consider it in all
their decisions. Ms. Winkler’s regular e-
mail messages are another new way to keep
the people informed. The incumbents’
latest effort is Measure J, which seeks to
accurately gauge the interests of the citizens
of Menlo Park as a basis for action or inac-
tion at Bayfront Park.

The incumbents have four years of experi-
ence that should not be wasted. Along with
candidate John Boyle, both are free of job
conflicts that can interfere with giving the
City Council the dedication it deserves.

Maintain the momentum, balance
and energy on the council by reelecting
Mickie Winkler and Lee Duboc.

Kevin Burns
Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park

Unite Menlo Park’s City Council

Editor:

As a concerned Menlo Park resident, [ am
ashamed at the entire City Council for not
working together to bring consensus to deci-

sions that will have profound impacts
here for years to come.

We need council members
who will work together to cre-

ate cost-effective solutions for
the best quality services that
the city can provide.

Who is doing bench-
marking to see how our
services measure up to other

cities in the area? Who is
responsible for making sure
the concerns of the residents are
being heard? Who will work to bring

the city together with a common vision?

Who is making sure that large develop-
ments will be brought forward with ade-
quate investigation of impacts and mitiga-
tion to those impacts that are still attractive
to developers? (Developers, as we all know,
tend to be more concerned about profits
than a project’s potential negative impacts.)

Menlo Park is not alone in dealing with a
reduction of services while increasing the
demands on those services by increased
housing. Where is the city manager’s guid-
ance or is he a lame duck?

I don’t know if Heyward Robinson,
Rich Cline, and Vince Bressler would be
any better than the current majority, but
I do know they are committed to work-
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TownSquare: www.AlmanacNews.com

ing to make Menlo Park the great city
it can be for all of it’s diverse residents.
More importantly, they are independent
thinkers who all care about vision, open
governance, and a renewed Menlo Park.
Whoever is elected, the voters of Menlo
Park need to insist on higher standards
and open process from all it’s leaders.
Let’s move the city forward, responsibly,
efficiently, and honestly.
Elizabeth Houck
Downtown, Menlo Park

Where’s the money for Measure J?

Editor:

A year ago, majority members of the
Menlo Park City Council abruptly raised
a cry that the city would soon have no
funds to maintain Bayfront Park, an
expense of about $187,000 a year.

Just as suddenly, that cry of alarm faded
to silence, replaced and buried by a cry
for a sports complex that would inflate
the very same maintenance expenses,
incur development costs of perhaps $17
million or more, and fail to identify a
single realistic funding source.

Will Menlo Park voters swing with the
pendulum or lock it down by voting No
onJ?

Shirley Harris
12th Avenue, Menlo Park

Three excellent school
board candidates

Editor:

As a former board member of the Menlo
Park City School District, I am always more
than interested in school board elections.

I am very pleased this year that there
are three exceptionally well-qualified
candidates who have decided to run for
the board — Laura Rich, Jeff Childs and
Deborah Fitz.

I served on the board with Lauraand so I
know personally how caring and thought-
ful she is when difficult decisions need to
be made; I am sure that she will continue
to discuss issues openly, listen to the com-
munity and make a reasoned decision.

Although I don¥t know Jeff or Deborah
as well, I watched both of them during
the 2003 parcel tax election, which Jeff
headed, and the latest bond issue elec-
tion, which Deborah co-chaired.

Their willingness to take on those dif-
ficult jobs will serve them well on the
school board because they had to bring
the community together to raise money;,
which is one of the more difficult jobs
that any volunteer can do.

I urge everyone to vote Nov. 7 for
Laura, Jeff and Deborah.

Karen Canty
Atherton

Unhappy with Burgess soccer field

Editor:

As a long-time youth soccer referee in
Menlo Park, I am distressed with how the
Measure T improvements turned out at
Burgess Park.

Prior to the improvements, the field
(although somewhat short) was adequate
for most youth soccer. Even though the
published and posted plans for the new

See ELECTION LETTERS, page 29
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Al AES Al | Open Sunday

6 COWELL LANE
ATHERTON

5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths; patio and pool;
cul-de-sac lot; Menlo Park Schools

New Price Offered at 35,299,000
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48 LLOYDEN DRIVE
ATHERTON
3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths; guest cottage;
studio apartment; patios and pool

Offered at $3,995,000 s S B <. T
v WiLLis PorLk’s CoOrRYELL CARRIAGE HOUSE

Open Sunday

393 ATHERTON AVENUE
ATHERTON
5 bedrooms, 8.5 baths; home theatre; pool;
tennis court; Las Lomitas Schools

Offered at $5,995,000
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UGH
ORNISH

International President’s Premier
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents

COLDWELL BANKER

PREVIEWS ~
| 650-566-5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
www.hughcornish.com

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.
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CORNISH CONCIERGE SERVICE

PROVIDING A NETWORK OF REPUTABLE

HOME-IMPROVEMENT PROFESSIONALS,

INCLUDING CONTRACTORS, PAINTERS,
LANDSCAPERS, INTERIOR DESIGNERS,
HANDYMAN AND CLEANING SERVICES.
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PUT HUGH'S EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!




