
ATHERTON MAYOR says town still wants to talk 
to school district it’s suing over M-A theater. Page 5
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ON TRIAL
Elizabeth Gheleta has been found 

‘guilty of committing public service’ for 38 years 
of helping prisoners in county jails 

with the Service League. [Page 14]
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

PALO ALTO
Spectacular executive rereat with 
panoramic views on 3.4+/- acres. 
5bd/5+ba main home interior not 
completed. 2bd/2ba fully equipped 
guesthouse. Pool. Palo Alto schools.

$19,500,000

PORTOLA VALLEY
Dramatic Contemporary on 1.25+/-acre, 
5bd/3ba. Expansive views to 
coastal range and sunsets!  

$2,270,000

PALO ALTO
4bd/2ba, 2-car attached garage home 
is 1674+/-sf on a 6500+/-sf lot with 
Palo Alto schools. 

$1,188,000

apr.com  | MENLO PARK OFFICE  620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz



Helping and 
healing

Margaret Allen, a physician 
assistant at the Belle Haven 

Clinic in Menlo Park, shares a 
laugh with her assistant, Martha 

Escobedo. The Belle Haven 
Clinic is a satellite site for the 

Ravenswood Family Health 
Center, one agency supported 

by reader donations to the 
Almanac’s holiday fund. For more 

on the clinic and other Holiday 
Fund beneficiaries, see Page 12.

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

custom jewelers

Naughty or Nice

Every 44 minutes the sun
provides enough energy to

satisfy the entire world's
energy requirements

for a year.

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.
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other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
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On the cover
Elizabeth Gheleta of Menlo Oaks was recently 
honored at a mock trial for 38 years of bringing 
help and hope to prisoners in San Mateo County 
jails through the Service League. Photo courtesy 
of Hagop’s Photography. See story, Page 14.
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To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■ Town sues school district to halt M-A theater 
project, but mayor says talks should continue. Page 5

Menlo Park
■ Council to consider using cameras to catch red-
light runners. Page 9
■ City honors six, including Draeger’s market, for 
recycling, tree-saving efforts. Page 33

Portola Valley
■ Community gathers to pay tribute to old Por-
tola Valley School as town prepares to raze build-
ings for new Town Center. Page 8

Woodside
■ Swapping stables in Woodside: Siebels make a 
$6 million gift to Woodside equine therapy pro-
gram. Page 5

People
■ Local lawyer Nancy Chillag writes book on 
surviving home-remodel projects. Page 7

Destinations
■ Woodside couple revisit Ireland, where they 
honeymooned two decades ago. Cover, Section 2
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PEPPERIDGE FARMS APPLE TURNOVERS
12 oz. – Also Raspberry $2.49
MOTT’S CHUNKY APPLESAUCE
23 oz. – Also Cinnamon – Natural $1.39
PEPSI-DR. PEPPER-MOUNTAIN DEW
12 oz. 6-pack cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value $2.29
KRAFT DELUXE AMERICAN CHEESE
8 oz. – Sharp $2.49
PLANTERS DRY ROASTED PEANUTS
16 oz. jar – Also Lightly Salted – Unsalted $2.69
LYSOL ANTI-BACTERIAL KITCHEN CLEANER
22 oz. spray $2.69

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE NOW at Roberts S USHIMade Fresh Daily

All purpose

RUSSET POTATOS 49¢lb.

Ready to use...

BABY PEELED CARROTS 99¢lb.

5lb. box

CLEMENTINE TANGERINE 1.99¢ea.

High in Vitamin "C"

KIWI FRUIT 3 for 99¢

Amazing Apples
From breakfast to lunch, from snack time to dinner, apples fit in as a perfect ingre-
dient. Breakfast breads and muffins are a great way to start the day deliciously, and 
apples in a salad or sauce make a great addition to lunch or dinner. And who doesn't 
love the crunch of a just-picked apple as a snack? It’s apple season, so enjoy all you 

want at a great price. Look for shiny skins to get maximum 
taste and crispness. Choose apples that are free from bruises 
or punctures, which can damage the flesh. Store your apples 
in the refrigerator to maintain freshness and crispiness lon-
ger. When making a dish using fresh apples, prepare it just 
before serving to minimize browning.

There are so many options for using apples! The health 
benefits are numerous, and a fresh high quality apple is always a delicious snack. At 
ROBERTS MARKET, we have the best selection of the highest quality produce in the 
area. Combine that with our expert and friendly employees and you can’t beat us! We 
feature the finest produce, meats, poultry, and seafood available in the area, and we 
have a great selection of marinades which help change the taste of your favorite meats.

Hint:   The average American eats about 19 pounds of apples per year.

BONELESS PORK CHOPS $4.98lb.

BONELESS PORK LOIN ROAST  $4.98lb.

HAWAIIAN PORK CHOPS $4.98lb.

PORK LOIN CHOPS $3.98lb.

Bijou: Fresh ripened Goat Cheese “Crottin”. . .   
Great melted on a baguette . . .  

Sale Dates:  November 29, 30, Dec. 1, 2
www.robertsmarket.com

Special This Week from Roberts 

each

$929

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BIRGIT – DELI

New!New!New!

Coupole: Ash-ripened Goat Cheese . . . 
         Flavor is mild and texture dense . . .  each

$1429

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bonne Bouche: Ash-ripened Goat Cheese . . . 
            Sweet with a delicate, mild flavor . . .  

each

$929

Handmade fr om Vermont

The above wines assort for a 10% case discount.

C&T Cellars
(COLLEEN & TRENT MOFFETT)

Exceptional wines at everyday prices!

2005 “Backyard,” Chardonnay, Napa Valley   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.99
A beautiful blend of 50% stainless, 50% barrel fermented Chardonnay. The wine is rich and buttery, 
with bright, refreshing crispness.

2005 “Patio” Pinot Noir, Napa Valley, Carneros    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.99
A rich, full, plush Pinot from the great Hudson Vineyard. The grapes cost $3,500/ton!!!

2004 “Rooftop Red” Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $19.99
A bold, complex Cab from grapes grown on the back side of Howell Mountain. This serious effort 
has real depth and character.

Black Diamond Cheddar: Aged 2 years . . . 
lb.

$1289

From Canada
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Junior statesman

 A youthful figure led 
the Pledge of Allegiance at 
a recent Woodside Town 
Council meeting. It was 
Tony Sinclair, son of Coun-
cilman Pete Sinclair. The 
honor of leading the pledge 
usually rotates among coun-
cil members, but Mayor 
Deborah Gordon didn’t 
hesitate to add the bashful 
youngster to the roster.

‘Tis the season

 It’s that time of year again, 
when the weather gets cold, 
the days get shorter and a 
new Spare the Air season 
is upon us. That’s right, in 
the midst of your holiday 
revelries, the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management Dis-
trict wants you to think 
twice about relaxing by a 
crackling wood fire and, 
come on, would it kill you 
to take a bus to the mall? 
 From now until Feb. 16, 
the air district will issue 
“Spare the Air Tonight” 
particulate matter advi-
sories on evenings when 
tiny specks of lung-clogging 
crud are predicted to linger 
in the air.

The best of times, the 
worst of times?
Departing two-term Menlo 
Park Councilman Nicholas 
Jellins’ legacy is the subject 
of a lengthy story in the 
Sunday, Nov. 26, San Jose 
Mercury News. It’s also the 
subject of a lengthy thread 
on the Almanac’s Town 
Square discussion board. 
If you want to comment on 
the Jellins Years, post on 
AlmanacNews.com.

Cut-rate reading

 Selby Lane School in 
Atherton is hosting Scho-
lastic Books’ end-of-the-
year warehouse sale Dec. 8-
10. Books for all ages, from 
preschoolers to adults, will 
be discounted at least 50 
percent off the cover price. 
Selby Lane School is located 
at 170 Selby Lane, about 
1 mile west of El Camino 
Real. Sale hours are 3 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, Dec. 8; 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 9, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 10.

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Short 
takes

Swapping stables in Woodside
■ Siebels make a $6 million gift to Woodside equine therapy program.
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Woodside residents Tom and Stacey 
Siebel are donating Dearborn Stables 
equestrian facility on Runnymede 

Road to the National Center for Equine Facili-
tated Therapy, along with $2 million in cash. 
 NCEFT officials announced the donation n 
Monday, Nov. 27, along with plans to relocate 

their hippotherapy programs for the disabled 
to the Siebels’ 11.6-acre Dearborn Stables site. 
 The organization currently operates at a 12-
acre site it owns on Portola Road adjacent to 
the Siebels’ residential property, where it offers 
physical therapy sessions on horseback to spe-
cial-needs adults and children.
 As part of the deal, NCEFT will give its Por-
tola Road property to the Siebels, who will use 
it as a private equestrian facility, in exchange for 

Dearborn Stables, said Casey Terribilini, who 
chairs the organization’s Board of Directors.
 Mr. Terribilini said that accessibility is a prob-
lem at the NCEFT’s hilly, unpaved Portola Road 
property, particularly in winte, when about half 
the site is too muddy to be usable.
 “Dearborn is all paved and flat — it’s like 
the Taj Mahal for us,” Mr. Terribilini told the 

Fergusson
likely to be 
next mayor
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Don’t expect the naming of 
Menlo Park’s next mayor to 
be the dramatic affair it was 

last year. All signs point to Council-
woman Kelly Fergusson’s being 
elected to fill the post when the new 
City Council takes office Dec. 5.
 According to the city’s mayoral 
policy, Ms. Fergusson and Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen are the only 
members of the council eligible to 
pick up the gavel, as council mem-
bers must have at least one year 
of council experience to become 
mayor.
 Their colleagues — John Boyle, 
Richard Cline and Heyward Rob-
inson — were elected to the coun-
cil Nov. 7.
 The policy is nonbinding, and 
was shunned twice by the council 
majority of Lee Duboc, Nicholas 
Jellins and Mickie Winkler.

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Although the town of 
Atherton has sued to stop 
the construction of a $26 

million performing arts center 
at Menlo-Atherton High School, 
the town is still interested in talk-
ing with the high school district 
and with the city of Menlo Park, 
which plans to share use of the 
theater, Atherton’s mayor says. 
 “What I hope is that both 
of us will start backing down 

because we’re very close to hav-
ing it resolved positively,” Mayor 
Charles Marsala said. 
 But Pat Gemma, superinten-
dent of the Sequoia Union High 
School District, said the dispute 
still must go through mandatory 
mediation. “If it does go to court, 
I think it will be decided very 
quickly,” he added. “I just regret 
that the lawsuit was filed.”
 The complaint alleges that the 
district acted prematurely and 
illegally by exempting the proj-
ect from environmental analysis 

— something school districts are 
allowed to do under certain cir-
cumstances — before the district’s 
Board of Trustees approved it.
 The lawsuit asks the court to 
“vacate and set aside” the theater 
plans until an environmental 
impact report is done. The dis-
trict had hoped to put the theater 
project out to bid next spring.
 Impacts of concern to Ather-
ton include rainwater runoff, 
traffic congestion and increased 
calls to the police department, 
town officials say.

 State law tends to support 
school districts in disputes with 
local governments. The Civic 
Center Act, part of the state’s 
education code, requires school 
boards to set guidelines for use 
of school facilities as community 
gathering places for activities such 
as artistic and recreational uses. 
 One community looking at 
M-A’s theater is the city of Menlo 
Park. At its Nov. 28 meeting, the 
City Council may approve a memo 
of understanding to pay $2.6 mil-
lion to share use of the theater. The 
Sequoia district’s Board of Trustees 
has already approved the memo. 
 “I believe they’ll sign it,” said 

He shoots ...
He scores! Sixth-grader 
Blair Mendy takes a leaping 
shot at the basket in a game 
organized by the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of the Peninsula’s 
after-school program at Flood 
School in North Fair Oaks.

See SIEBEL, page 10

See MAYOR, page 10The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

See SUIT, page 9

Atherton sues, but wants to continue
talking to Sequoia school district
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail 
me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111,  Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free
market analysis of your property.

The End of the Housing Slowdown?

Q:   I have seen a house I want 
to buy but I am reluctant to make 
an offer because I am concerned 
that house prices in the Bay Area 
will be lower next year.  What 
would you advise me to do?

A:   If the past few weeks are 
any indication of what is coming 
in 2007, sales have picked up at all 
price levels.  While it is too soon 
to tell whether this is a trend it 
certainly feels like the market is 
gaining strength.  There are many 
buyers in the market who, like 
you, are just waiting for the right 
property or the right moment to 
buy.  That moment may be now.

 If you like the house you are 

considering, and it meets your 
needs and goals, you should not 
hesitate to make an offer.  Interest 
rates are still very good and you 
never know if rates will go up in 
the future.  If you plan to live in 
the property at least five to seven 
years, you should not be too con-
cerned about possible price fluc-
tuations in the coming months.  

Once the buying season begins 
in early 2007, you may wish that 
you had bought in December.  
November and December can be 
two of the best months for buyers, 
if they stay in the market.   I think 
you should go ahead and buy that 
house.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

      Montblanc

                S.T. Dupont

          Cartier

                    Montegrappa

              Pelikan

        Parker

                 Waterman

          A. T. Cross

   Retro 51

              Jean Pierre Lepine

        Lamy

               Aurora

                          Faber Castell

                    Fisher

SAVE 20%

Stanford Shopping Center
650-325-3308  • www.edwardsluggage.com

SATURDAY, DEC 2
12PM - 5PM

on entire stock

DRAWINGS FOR
FREE PENS

PenFair
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By Stephanie Cadora
Special to the Almanac

Who among home-
owners and contrac-
tors could imagine 

that going through a remodel 
could be fun and exciting?
 The answer is Nancy Chill-
ag, an attorney and civic 
leader who remodeled her 
Menlo Park home with her 
contractor husband, with 
suggestions from their three 
daughters.
 In her new book, “How 
to Survive a Remodel,” Ms. 
Chillag describes how much 
fun she and her family had 
in adding to their Menlo Park 
home, and how input from 
family members helped make 
their project succeed. The 
book even includes a page 
on planning for a pet’s living 
spaces and doors.
 A Menlo Park attorney for 
20 years, specializing in con-
struction, real estate and gen-
eral business law, Ms. Chillag 
also remodeled a previous 
home and, more recently, her 

sleek, art-filled office.
 She based “How to Survive 
a Remodel” on her own expe-
rience, that of her husband’s 
contracting company and 
other people’s remodels.
 She was motivated to write 
the book because “I was tell-
ing clients the same thing over 
and over,” she explains. “Now 
I give them the book to read. 
And contractors buy it to give 
to their clients.”
 Ms. Chillag is trying to 
reduce litigation by educating 
people. “It can be easy,” she 
says. “The book is basically a 
tool homeowners can use to 
give them a road map” of what 
to do.
 The key to success, she 
says, is to plan in advance 
along with the whole family, 
get the right contractor and, 
especially, put everything in 
writing. In addition, get orga-
nized before construction and 
determine whether putting 
items in storage is worth it.
 Ms. Chillag also wrote chap-
ters on what happens during 
and after construction.
 “People are taken advantage 
of more often than they should 
be,” she says. “Not everything 

can be fixed. Do your home-
work.”
 But not all in her work life is 
about the building trade. She 
was for several years the chair 
of Menlo Park’s Arts Com-
mission, leading the charge 
in advocating for a public arts 
ordinance that was eventu-
ally enacted into law. (The 
ordinance was rescinded by a 
subsequent City Council.)
 In 2005, she and Gerald 
Brett of Palo Alto started a 
nonprofit, Site Creations, to 
seek grants to promote public 
art in Silicon Valley.
 And therein lies the subject 
of her next book. “I want to 
discuss public art from all 
viewpoints, based on my 
experience with the Arts 
Commission, and on the 
experience of artists,” she 
says.
 Included in public art, she 
says, are “murals, sculptures, 
and functional art like bench-
es on California Avenue (in 
Palo Alto), stained glass win-
dows and mosaic walkways.”
 Site Creations has partnered 
with an organization in South 
Korea to provide an artist who 
will display art at Santa Clara 
University next summer.
 In her spare time, Ms. Chill-
ag writes a quarterly column 
for the trade magazine Quali-
fied Remodeler.
 “I enjoy writing books, and 
enjoy public speaking,” she 
says. “I would like to do more 
of it in the future.”
 Ms. Chillag decided to self-
publish her books, including 
an earlier publication, “Build-
ing by the Book: Legal Advice 
for Contractors,” to save time 
and retain editorial control.
 “How to Survive a Remodel” 
is available at Kepler’s book-
store in Menlo Park and on 
Ms. Chillag’s Web site, 
www.chillag.com.  A

 No decision in the case of the 
seventh-grader who admitted 
threatening to bring a gun to 
Hillview Middle School and 
harm other students Oct. 10 has 
been reached by the Menlo Park 
City School District board after 
a Nov. 16 administrative hearing 
on possible expulsion.
 The student admitted to the 
criminal charges in court on 
Nov. 14 and received a sentence 

of probation and counseling, 
according to Eddie Thomas, San 
Mateo County deputy district 
attorney.
 The student’s counselor has 
been granted the authority to 
decide the length of the counsel-
ing, and the student’s probation 
officer will determine how long 
the student needs supervision.
 School trustees have three 
options to consider: to expel the 

student; who then would not 
be allowed to return to school 
for the rest of the school year; 
to not expel the student, who 
then could return to school; to 
formally expel, then suspend the 
expulsion, enabling the student to 
return to school on probation.
 Meanwhile, the school has been 
providing home schooling to the 
student as required by law. 

Michael Winokur

Nancy Chillag has just 
published her second book — a 
survival guide of sorts.

Hillview student awaits
decision on gun threat

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

www.almanacnews.com

Local lawyer turned author
offers counsel on remodels

PEOPLE
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N E W S

Celebrating the end of an era, starting a new one 
Former students, teachers, families say farewell 
to “PVS” — the Portola Valley School

By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

The spirit of the long-closed 
Portola Valley School, known 
affectionately as “PVS,” 

soared again Oct. 12 when the town 
of Portola Valley staged a farewell 
and tribute to the elementary school 
that was the hub of the growing 
community from 1948 to 1976.
 The event was held because 
the town plans to tear down the 
buildings that housed the school 
for about a quarter-century 
to make way for a new Town 
Center complex.
 The site, today’s 765 Portola 
Road, had housed an elementary 
school since the first one opened 
in the fall of 1894 until the 1976 
closure of PVS. The school was 
closed because of its location on 
the San Andreas Fault and declin-
ing enrollment. Students were 
shifted to newer schools, which 
were reorganized. Ormondale 
became a K-5 school and Corte 
Madera housed grades 6-8.
 The school property, sold to 
the town of Portola Valley in 
1975, became the Town Center 
for the next 30 years.
 “This is a poignant time for all of 
us,” said Mayor Steve Toben, who 

arranged and opened the Oct. 12 
program. “We’re here to celebrate 
the passing of an era and the cre-
ation of an era of safe building.”
 About 80 former students and 
teachers — as well as parents, 
friends, and grandparents of PVS 
students — turned out for the 
event in the old school courtyard.
 Mayor Toben introduced “Jonny” 
Silver, who started kindergarten at 
PVS in 1958. Twenty years later he 
was installed as a Town Council 
member in the former kindergar-
ten room where he had pretended 
to take naps years earlier.
 “PVS taught me to think for 
myself,” Mr. Silver said. He remem-
bers suggesting Bob Dylan’s “The 
Times They Are A-changing” as the 
Class of 1967’s graduation song. 
 Bunny Dawson, another speaker, 
began volunteering at PVS when 
the Dawsons’ first child started 
school in 1955. She had never before 
lived in a small community where 
parents were so involved in the 
school, she said. She joined Mabel 
Crittenden in organizing the first 
library at PVS, and later staffed the 
library at Ormondale School.
 Former teacher Robin Toews said, 
“I’ve spent half of my life teaching in 
Portola Valley, and it’s a view of life 

I’ll never forget.” She was hired at 
PVS by Principal Tony Rose in 1959, 
and he became her mentor.
 She was later the teacher in 
charge when Ormondale opened; 
she brought her students outdoors 
for poetry and art, and made 
the California Gold Rush come 
alive for fourth-graders at Corte 
Madera and Ormondale. 
 Later in the ceremony, Ormon-

dale third-graders in teacher Linda 
Vlasic’s class, who study the history 
of Portola Valley, scrambled to dig 
up a time capsule, buried in 1968. 
Its contents: a weathered yearbook 
with a picture of the class of 1968 
and a squirt gun. The students 
came up with suggestions for what 
could be buried in the new time 
capsule at the Town Center site, 
and sang their own verses to John 

Lennon’s song, “Imagine.”
 Tony Rose, former teacher and 
principal at PVS and a Portola 
Valley School District superin-
tendent, stepped up to the 
speaker’s platform at the end of 
the event to pay tribute to the 
school and the people who con-
tributed to its success. See sepa-
rate story, this page, for excerpts 
from his remarks.  A

Tony Rose recalls PVS days
Below are remarks by Anthony L. 
Rose, hired as a teacher at Portola 
Valley School in 1951 and later 
appointed principal of the school 
and superintendent of the district. 
His daughter Jessica and son Derek 
attended district schools. He con-
tinues to live in the district at his 
home off Old La Honda Road.

Ilook at everyone here and 
can see how excited you all 
are to begin the building of 

a new community center and 
library. I have to be honest ... my 
feelings today are a little bitter-
sweet. And yet, I know exactly 
why you are all so excited.
 You see, in 1951 I was hired as a 
teacher at Portola Valley School. At 
the time, the school consisted of six 
classrooms on this very site.
 The school was small; I cannot 
recall how many children attend-
ed. But the school was a wonder-
ful community of families and a 
wonderful place to teach. Within 
four years, I became the princi-
pal and later superintendent of 
Portola Valley schools. Starting 
salary, $10,000.
 And this is the part of the story 
where my path crosses your path 

today. You see, 50 years ago we 
began the enormous task of get-
ting this school site constructed. 
The community was growing 
and we needed much more than 
six classrooms. We had reached 
the point where we used the 
“Little Red Schoolhouse” as two 
classrooms, and even converted 
an old prune-pickers’ shack, on 
the back of school grounds, into 
a school room. We wanted to 
avoid double sessions at school.
 At the same time, we were work-
ing to fund and build a brand new 
school. Complete with an office, 
staff room, multi-use room and lots 
of classrooms. The whole commu-
nity was involved in this — just as 
you all are on your Town Center.
 At that time, the Westridge 
housing development was begin-
ning. In  order to fund and justify 
our school project with the state, 
we had to verify our school needs. 
I remember driving around the 
open fields of Westridge with 
Frank Mendoza, the beloved school 
handy man and bus driver (who 
could have been voted mayor of 
this town!). We counted the water 
meters set out on the undeveloped 
lots. Each meter helped us justify 

construction of classrooms. 
 It sounds like you all have the 
same dedication to your schools 
and community as we did 50 years 
ago. Our community was small 
and strong. Parents were very 
active in our school, filling in on 
whatever was needed. Two parents, 
Bunny Dawson and Mabel Crit-
tenden, realized we needed a school 
library. They quickly headed up a 
committee of other mothers and 
used a library cart full of books to 
roll from classroom to classroom 
until a space was found. 
 We also had a running creek 
through the playground. It nev-
er caused any problems with the 
children. However, one night it 
overflowed, flooding the class-
rooms. Word quickly spread, 
and soon we had many parents 
arrive at the school to sweep out 
the water, and classes began as 
usual the next morning.
 This site was also home to won-
derful school traditions — May 
Day Celebration. It was folk danc-
ing, and songs performed by the 
school children, with a softball 
game and a potluck meal. And 
once our multi-use room was con-
structed, it hosted many wonderful 

band, choral groups, and Gilbert 
and Sullivan musical productions.
 I hope I have taken you back 
in time to give you a sense of 
what it was like here when we 
built this school. ... It holds 
many fond memories, and you 
can understand now why I feel 
a little sentimental today. 
 I would like to use this time 
to recognize the community of 
people that worked so hard 50 
years ago to build our school in 

this town. They were dedicated 
teachers and staff, school board 
members, new families and 
established farming families.
 And I want to recognize how 
fortunate we all are that the spirit 
of community involvement that 
began on this site 50 years ago 
when we built this school still 
exists today as we look ahead to 
a new Town Center.
 I am looking forward to using 
the new library.

Ormondale third-graders wrote lyrics to the music of John Lennon’s song, “Imagine,” and sang them at 
the event. The lyrics imagined how they wanted Portola Valley to be in the future. Shown, from left, are Pippa 
Thompson, Raidy Clare Stronck, Caroline Buchsbaum and Sally Carlson.

Tony Rose was a teacher and principal at the old Portola Valley School.
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Council considers using cameras
to catch, ticket red-light runners
■ Cameras could be at busy intersections by July.
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Even if there aren’t any 
police officers around, driv-
ers who run red lights in 

Menlo Park may still get caught.
 The City Council, at its 
Nov. 28 meeting, will consider 
authorizing the installation of 
cameras at busy intersections 
in order to catch and ticket 
red-light runners.
 The council meets at 7 p.m. 
in the council chambers at the 
Civic Center, between Laurel and 
Alma streets. Check Almanac-
News.com for a news update.
 If the cameras are approved, 
police would check license 
plates on the photos and mail 
violators the tickets.
 Police Chief Bruce Goitia 
has proposed cameras be up 
and running at the following 
intersections as early as July:

■ northbound Bayfront 
Expressway at Willow Road

■ eastbound Marsh Road at 
Bayfront Expressway

■ both sides of El Camino 
Real at Ravenswood Avenue

■ both sides of El Camino 
Real at Valparaiso Avenue

■ westbound Ravenswood 
Avenue at El Camino Real
 The city is considering install-
ing cameras because there are 
currently no officers whose 
primary assignment is traffic 
enforcement, said city staff.
 The council will consider 
a five-year contract with Los 
Angeles-based Redf lex Traffic 
Systems, which would install 
— at no cost to the city — vid-
eo and still-motion cameras.
 Under the deal, the city 
would pay Redf lex $6,350 per 

month for each installed cam-
era, but the deal is contingent 
on the city’s receiving at least 
$8,500 a month in citation 
fines.
 The agreement is structured 
this way to make sure it is at 
least “cost neutral” to the city, 
Chief Goitia said in a staff 
report.
 The typical fine for a red-
light violation is about $320, 
and about $180 of that goes 
into the city’s coffers, accord-
ing to Chief Goitia.
 If the contract is approved, 
the city would have to add one-
half of a full-time-equivalent 
officer to view the footage and 
administer the tickets — a cost 
that would also be covered 
by the revenue from citation 
fines, Chief Goitia said.
 The contract calls for the 
installation of up to 20 cam-
eras citywide.  A

Ed LaVigne, the district’s assis-
tant superintendent of adminis-
trative services. “We’ve worked 
hard on this (memo) for the 
last 12 to 18 months. We’ve 
constructed a document that we 
believe all three agencies, Ather-
ton included, can live with.” 
 In anticipation of Menlo Park’s 
council discussion, Mayor Mar-
sala said in an e-mail message 
that he has spoken with new 
council member John Boyle and 
current members Kelly Fergus-
son and Mayor Nicholas Jellins. 
 The town of Atherton is 
concerned over Menlo Park’s 
planned use of the theater, Mayor 
Marsala said. One proposal, 
dismissed by Menlo Park, would 
require Menlo Park to get a per-
mit from Atherton to change a 
preplanned event schedule or 
deviate from the use pattern set 
during the first year of operation. 
Atherton sees its authority on 
this issue as coming from a town 
ordinance that requires special-
event permits for non-school 
uses of campus facilities. 
 “I don’t think the facility will 
be abused,” Mayor Marsala said. 
Menlo Park’s acceptance of 
Atherton’s oversight of schedule 
changes would be “a gesture” to 
Atherton, he said. 
 Asked what type of event 
would result in a permit denial, 
Mayor Marsala said it would be a 
schedule change “that would not 

be conducive to the area,” such as 
a Bill Graham concert or theater-
goers departing at 3 a.m. 
 Atherton’s ordinance, said Mr. 
Gemma, is pre-empted by the 
school district’s obligation to open 
its facilities to the community and 
set guidelines for use. This matter 
may present opportunities for a 
compromise, he added. 

Anatomy of a dispute
 A long conversation led up to 
the lawsuit. Since April of this 
year — when Sequoia agreed 
to stop the clock on Atherton’s 
fast-expiring right to sue — dis-
trict, Atherton and Menlo Park 
officials have met five or six 
times, according to Superinten-
dent Gemma. 
 Sequoia canceled its agree-
ment and restarted Atherton’s 
lawsuit clock just weeks ago, 
after the district and town 
officials couldn’t agree on a 
date for a meeting that would 
have brought the public and 
the entire City Council into the 
discussion. Atherton filed suit. 
 Mr. Gemma said he “strug-
gled” to find a workable meeting 
date, but noted that if a lawsuit 
was coming, better sooner than 
later so that the district might 
stay on track for seeking con-
struction bids in the spring. “We 
continue to go back and forth 
with the town,” he said. 
 Mayor Marsala said he would 
like talks to continue. 
 In response to Atherton’s con-
cern’s about traffic, the Sequoia 

district has a standing offer to 
share the cost of a traffic study 
with Atherton and Menlo Park, 
said Mr. LaVigne, the district’s 
assistant superintendent. 
 Creating a new entrance 
to M-A at the intersection 
of Ravenswood Avenue and 
Middlefield Road would help, 
he said. Atherton would have 
to approve such a step. 
 Asked about excess rainwater 
runoff, Mr. LaVigne said he 
was unsure about the theater’s 
impact, but runoff will collect in 
and be released from new “dry 
wells.” “If you’re asking ‘Are we 
going to handle Atherton’s 50-
year problem with street-water 
runoff?’ the answer is no,” he 
said. “The water that collects 
on Middlefield Road is largely 
Atherton water.” 
 School districts can forgo 
environmental analysis if a 
project adds fewer than 10 
classrooms or increases cam-
pus enrollment by less than 25 
percent. To trigger an impact 
report, enrollment would have 
to increase by 450 students, 
which this project does not do, 
Mr. LaVigne said. 
 Atherton also cites a rising 
need for police services if a the-
ater is built. “For one thing, 
we’re not going to have any 
Altamont Rolling Stones con-
certs,” Mr. LaVigne said. “There’s 
no Woodstock planned. We 
think that’s a stretch.”   A

A X I S
550 Ravenswood Ave

Menlo Park
(650) 463-1920
www.axispt.com

Custom exercise 
programs for all ages 

and fitness levels

Two locations and 
over 50 expert 

personal trainers 

Stephanie is now 
accepting new 

clients!

Meet 
Steve.

Steve Fick manages our Los Altos offi ce. With 12 
years of  service at Borel Private Bank, he knows 
banking, and he knows his clients. An avid cyclist, you 
can often fi nd Steve biking in the foothills.

You can reach him directly at 650.917.4621 or 
stevef@borel.com Ask him about how he can make 
banking easy for you, or about the time he broke a 
spoke coming down Page Mill Road.

Banking- we take it personally.

Borel Private Bank & Trust Company
Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough, LLC
Sand Hill Advisors, Inc.
BOSTON PRIVATE Wealth Management Group

345 S. San Antonio Road, Los Altos, CA 94022
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Offi ces in San Mateo, Palo Alto, San Francisco & Los Altos
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Almanac.
 The new location will allow 
the organization to significantly 
expand its programs, he said. 
Currently, the NCEFT serves 
about 100 people a week. Besides 
improved parking and accessibil-
ity, the Dearborn site includes a 
3,800-square-foot residence, an 
8,400-square-foot barn, a 14,000-
square-foot covered riding ring 
and a 27,000-square-foot outdoor 
riding ring, as well as barns and 

paddocks, Mr. Terribilini said.
 The Siebels have made a number 
of improvements to the property, 
formerly the Charter Oaks public 
boarding stable, since they bought 
it in March 2002.
 All told, the Siebels’ donation 
is worth about $6 million. The 
Dearborn Stables property has been 
appraised at more than $16 million, 
Mr. Terribilini said. NCEFT’s Por-
tola Road property has an appraised 
value of $12 million, he said. 
 Because NCEFT officials were 
worried about the additional costs 
associated with running and main-
taining the Dearborn Stables prop-
erty, the Siebels sweetened the deal to 
include $2 million for the organiza-
tion to use as an endowment fund.
 “The Siebels have been longtime 
financial supporters of our organi-
zation, and we are grateful for their 
unwavering commitment and 
generosity,” Mr. Terribilini said.
 The NCEFT still needs permis-
sion from the town of Woodside 
to operate at the Dearborn Stables; 
a request for a conditional use 
permit is on the agenda for the 
Planning Commission’s Dec. 6 
meeting.
 Founded in 1971, NCEFT pro-
vides equine-assisted therapy, 
research and education. It employs 
therapeutic riding to children and 
adults affected by conditions such 
as cerebral palsy, premature birth, 
genetic abnormalities or traumatic 
brain injuries.   A

 The three council members 
ignored the policy when council-
women Duboc and Winkler took 
office in 2002, and last year, when 
they named Mr. Jellins mayor 
instead of Ms. Fergusson. Instead, 
Ms. Fergusson was named the city’s 
“mayor pro tem,” or vice mayor.
 Going into the Dec. 5 meeting, 
it looks as if council members will 
follow the policy, and are leaning 
toward naming Ms. Fergusson 
mayor. 
 “I haven’t had any discussion 

with anyone regarding who should 
be mayor, but I assume [Ms. Fer-
gusson] will be the person to fill 
the role,” said Mr. Boyle.
 Ms. Fergusson apparently has 
support from council members-
elect Cline and Robinson, who 
made a toast to her as “the city’s 
next mayor” at their victory party.
 Ms. Fergusson said she “hopes” 
to be named mayor, and would 
like Mr. Cohen to be the new 
mayor pro tem.
 The mayor chairs council meet-
ings, serves as the ceremonial head 
of the city,and traditionally has 
a role in setting council meeting 
agendas.

‘One Menlo Park’
 After the new council takes 
office and chooses a mayor, the city 
is scheduled to hold a reception 
open to the public labeled “One 
Menlo Park.”
 The reception is tentatively sched-
uled for 8 p.m., at the Gatehouse, 
near the intersection of Laurel 
Street and Ravenswood Avenue.
 Ms. Fergusson said the motiva-
tion behind the event is ending the 
city’s historical political divide.
 “With the election behind us, it’s 
important for everyone to know 
that we need everyone’s participa-
tion to make our city strong,” she 
said in a press release.  A

FIRST
SESSION

FREE!
Call Today!

Help Restore Your Local Creek!
The San Francisquito Watershed Council
needs your help restoring streamside habitat.

DATE

OCT 7

NOV 4

DEC 2

ACTIVITY

Ivy removal / planting prep

Native planting

Native planting

LOCATION

El Palo Alto Park, PA

El Palo Alto Park, PA

Woodside Elementary

Volunteers are also needed at the Native Plant Nursery – Nursery@Acterra.org Ryan Navratil

~The San Francisquito Watershed Council~ 650.961.1035 x310

Volunteer@SanFrancisquito.org

It’s good for the environment and it’s fun!

For locations and directions: see www.SanFrancisquito.org/Events

This project is sponsored in part by the Dept of Water Resources Urban Streams Restoration Program, the NOAA
Community-Based Restoration Program (NOAA-CRP), the Institute for Fisheries Resources– NOAA CRP

Partnership, and the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program – a program of C/CAG

~All activities 9:30am to 12:30 pm~

KGO’s Len Tillem
&

Michael Gilfix
MEDI-CAL, TRUSTS,

&
ASSET PROTECTION

Len Tillem Esq.
Len Tillem & Associates

Host of KGO’s “Legaltalk”

Michael Gilfix, Esq.
Gilfix & La Poll Associates, LLP

Stanford Law School

33 yrs ExperienceWednesday, December 6, 2006
2:30-4:30 pm or 6:30-8:30 pm

Crowne Plaza Cabaña
Mediterranean Room, 4290 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA. 94306

• Medi-Cal to pay Nursing Home Costs

• New Medi-Cal Law Explained

• Protect Residence from Medi-Cal Claim

• Special Needs Trust for Disabled Kids

• Pros & Cons of a Living Trust

• Family Protection Trusts to Protect Assets you leave
    your children from Divorce, Lawsuits, and Tax.

FREE Seminar
Call 650-493-8070
or 408-971-7292

Seating is limited!
You can also register on our 

website

www.gilfix.com

MAYOR
continued from page 5

SIEBEL
continued from page 5

Swapping stables 



November 29, 2006 ■ The Almanac ■ 11

Flegels
Fine Furniture & Interior Design

      Menlo Park    870 Santa Cruz Ave. 650.326.9661

      San Rafael    654 Second Street 415.454.0502 

      San Ramon    300 Market Place 925.806.0430

www.flegels.com

In the spirit of the upcoming Holidays, Flegels is having 

a storewide Holiday Sale with savings of 10% - 40%. 

Most floor items are available for immediate delivery, 

so now is the time to find that perfect accent or furniture 

piece to create the ideal Holiday look!
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Belle Haven Clinic helps and heals neighbors
Low-income patients, especially those without insurance, are beneficiaries of neighborhood clinic
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By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Many people regularly 
put off going to the 
doctor — they’re too 

tired, they don’t have the time, or 
they just don’t want to go.
 But a different reason keeps 
some residents of Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood out 
of the doctor’s office: They can’t 
afford it.
 Whether it’s the cost of health 
insurance, prescription medica-
tion or the difficulty of missing 
time at work, there are more 
than a few financial hurdles 
keeping low-income families 
from seeing a doctor.
 That’s why there’s the Belle 
Haven Clinic.
 Adjacent to the Onetta Har-
ris Senior Center off Terminal 
Avenue, the clinic serves 10 to 14 
patients a day, most of them low-
income residents from Menlo 
Park and East Palo Alto.
 “We help patients at low or no 
cost,” said Margaret Allen, the 
clinic’s physician assistant. “We 
want to get the people who aren’t 
getting seen regularly by a doctor.”
 A large portion of the clinic’s 
patients are seniors from the 
Belle Haven neighborhood who 
are uninsured due to their 
immigration status, Ms. Allen 
said. She said the clinic gives 
them a place to go for a range of 

health services, from flu shots to 
treatment for chronic illness.
 Formerly run by San Mateo 
County, the clinic has been a 
satellite clinic of the Raven-
swood Family Health Center of 
East Palo Alto since September.
 The nonprofit family center 
provides health services to low-
income communities east of 
Bayshore, and took the clinic 
under its umbrella and brought 
in its own staff with the goal 
of expanding the capabilities 
of the clinic and the number 
of patients it can serve, said 
Kathleen Alexander, the center’s 

development director.
 Since the nonprofit took over, 
the clinic has been able to handle 
emergencies, and treat children 
and walk-in patients — areas 
the clinic had previously been 
unable to address when it had 
only one on-site doctor.
 The clinic is open to patients 
four hours a day on weekdays; 
with additional licensing, it will 

expand its hours, Ms. Allen said.
 “If we expand our hours 
to weekends and evenings we 
can accommodate more of the 
working poor — the people that 
may own a house, but can’t spare 
time away from work to come 
see us,” she said.
 Ms. Allen and Erika Simpson, 
the clinic coordinator, stressed 
that just because the clinic 

serves low-income residents, the 
staff by no means offers a lower 
quality of service.
 “We may always want and 
need things, whether that’s more 
space or more resources, but we 
still aim for and provide high-
quality care,” Ms. Simpson said. 
“Our goal is not to just be in the 
community — we want to be 
part of the community.” A

Marjan Sadoughi/The Almanac

Margaret Allen, a physician assistant at the Belle Haven Clinic in Menlo Park, listens for Ofelia Ala’s 
heartbeat. Ms. Ala’s daughter, Blanca Pineda, waits in the exam room.

Belle Haven Clinic benefits from 
the Almanac Holiday Fund this 
year. It is located at 100 Terminal 
Ave., adjacent to the Onetta Harris 
Senior Center, in Menlo Park.
The clinic is satellite clinic for the 
Ravenswood Family Health Center 
of East Palo Alto. The clinic is cur-
rently open to patients four hours 
a day, but staff plans to expand 
those hours to see patients eve-
nings and weekends.

By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

School’s out. Students shift 
gears at James Flood Mag-
net School in Menlo Park 

and move into the after-school 
program on the same campus.
 This scenario now also takes 
place five days a week at Belle 
Haven School in Menlo Park 
and McNair Academy in East 
Palo Alto. The Boys & Girls 
Clubs of the Peninsula, in col-
laboration with the Ravenswood 
City School District, provides 
these after-school programs, 
which combine academics and 
enrichment.
 Georganne Morin, Boys & 
Girls Clubs academic director, 
said the new Belle Haven and 
McNair programs are an expan-
sion of the successful after-
school program of the clubs’ 
Center for a New Generation, 
housed at Flood School since 
1997.
 “We analyzed our program, 

kept the positive mentoring and 
parent involvement compo-
nents, and made some changes” 
as a response to recent state 
curriculum standards and the 
federal No Child Left Behind 
legislation, she said. 

 The Harvard-based “BELL” 
program was introduced this 
fall at all three schools. It has 
worked “amazing well at East 
Coast cities with similar popu-
lations,” Ms. Morin said.
 The centers’ K-3 after-school 
program focuses on learning to 
read, building skills, and then 
shifting to “reading to learn,” 
she said.
 Research from the National 
Dropout Prevention Center 
indicates that an emphasis on 
early literacy — reading and 
writing proficiency taught in 
the early years — greatly reduces 
the likelihood that students will 
fail in school, according to Chris 
Canter, Boys & Girls Clubs’ 
spokesman. 
 Working in small groups of 
about 10 students is a key to stu-
dents’ success. Mentors, often 
college students, work with the 
older students and also become 
role models.
 Each day, students spend 

time on reading, math skills, 
and homework, with elective 
choices such as cooking, drama, 
computer lab, and flag football 
along with the physical educa-
tion program “Fitness for Life.” 
There are opportunities for 
community service projects, 
particularly for upper-grade 
students.
 Daron Meacham, a sixth-
grader and Flood “scholar of the 
month,” said he does homework, 
enjoys cooking and drama class-
es, writes for the newspaper and 

was captain of the flag football 
team through the after-school 
program.
 Eighth-graders Sabat Teklu, 
Maya Combs and Reggie Wil-
liams said director Sean Mendy 
is a big help in guiding them 
through the high school process, 
taking them to high school open 
houses and pointing out that 
they have choices.
 “Our goal,” said Mr. Mendy, is 
to get all of our eighth-graders 

Gifts to the Almanac’s Holiday Fund 
help support academic and enrich-
ment programs for youths at the 
Boys & Girls Club of the Peninsu-
la’s clubhouses in Menlo Park, East 
Palo Alto and Redwood City, and at 
after-school programs at centers 
at Flood and Belle Haven schools 
in Menlo Park and McNair Academy 
in East Palo Alto.

What’s happening after school at 
Flood, Belle Haven, McNair schools?
Boys & Girls club provides after-school academic programs at two new sites

About the Boys & Girls Clubs
 The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of the Peninsula, founded 
in 1958, is the largest youth 
development organization on 
the Peninsula. Some 2,600 
boys and girls, ages 6 to 18, 
come after school and during 
the summer to take part in 
programs and activities at the 
four clubhouses. They are:
 Menlo Park: McNeil Fam-
ily Clubhouse, 401 Pierce 
Road; phone, 322-6255.

 Redwood City: Mervin G. 
Morris Clubhouse, 1109 Hil-
ton St.; phone, 364-0176.
 East Palo Alto: Moldaw-
Zaffaroni Clubhouse, 2031 
Pulgas Ave.; phone, 330-1090.
 Menlo Park: Center for a 
New Generation, James Flood 
Magnet School, 320 Sheridan 
Drive; phone, 321-8935.
 For more information, 
call 322-8065 or check 
www.bgcp.org.
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■  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Provides after-school academic support and activities for 
2,600 young people, 6 to 18, at clubhouses in Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and Redwood City 
and offers programs at Flood and Belle Haven schools in 
Menlo Park and McNair School in East Palo Alto.

■  Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, 
and sometimes financial assistance to families in need, 
regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets for more than 2,000 households.

■  Family Connections
Provides free pre-school programs for children from low-
income families in Belle Haven, parts of Redwood City and 
East Palo Alto. Parents must be involved in the education 
program, which operates on the Belle Haven School campus 
and the Clara-Mateo Homeless Shelter in Menlo Park Monday-
Saturday mornings.

■  Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for all 
ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. It also 
operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 16,500 
registered patients, most are low income and uninsured 
from the ethnically diverse East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and 
North Fair Oaks area.

■  InnVision Peninsula Programs
Works with homeless and at-risk families and individuals 
to reach self-sufficient living. Services reach 6,000 via 
Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula, Palo Alto Food Closet, 
Hotel de Zink Rotating Church Shelter, Breaking Bread Hot 
Meals, Clara-Mateo Alliance Shelter, and Elsa Segovia Center.

■  St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to people 
in need who walk through the doors. St. Anthony’s, funded 
entirely by voluntary contributions, is the largest dining room 
for the needy between San Francisco and San Jose. It also 
offers emergency food and clothing assistance.

■  Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of 
food last year. It gathers donations from individuals and busi-
nesses and distributes food to some 162,000 people each 
month through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

■  Shelter Network
Provides short-term shelter and transitional housing and 
services to more than 3,100 homeless people and children 
each year. Offers five programs for families and individuals to 
become self-sufficient and return to permanent housing.

■  Teen Pregnancy Prevention Coalition
Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help 
teens make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of 
teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its “Teen 
Talk” program” last year served 3,650 youth at 23 public 
school sites in the county.

■  Youth and Family Enrichment Services
Provides over 20 programs to help people who struggle with 
substance abuse, domestic violence, mental health, relation-
ship and communications issues. The mission of YFES is to 
strengthen communities by empowering youth, families, and 
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, edu-
cation, and residential services.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund will go 
directly to the programs that benefit Pen-

insula residents. Last year, Almanac readers 
contributed more than $100,000, and with avail-
able matching grants, over $150,000 was raised 
for 10 agencies that feed the hungry, house the 
homeless and provide numerous other services 
to those in need.
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be 

matched to the extent possible by generous com-
munity corporations, foundations and individuals, 
including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. No ad-
ministrative costs will be deducted from the gifts, 
which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be 
shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the following agencies will be supported by the Almanac’s Holiday Fund:

For more information about the Peninsula Community Foundation go to www.pcf.org. The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for 
donations received before Dec. 31, 2006, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The foundations and companies named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

Please make checks payable to: THE HOLIDAY FUND. Enclose this coupon and send to:
The Holiday Fund, The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Name of donor ______________________________________________Amount $ ______________

Street address _______________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________State _______________ Zip ____________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.  ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In honor of: ❑ In memory of: ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

G iving to the 
H olidayFund

Your gift helps children and others in need

Rotary Club 
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

Community Foundation Silicon Valley

Volunteers ‘treat everybody 
with dignity’ at St. Anthony’s
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By Stephanie Cadora
Special to the Almanac

Only six weeks ago, Max 
Torres and his kitchen 
crew turned off one of 

the freezers, because there was 
nothing to put in it. Now, people 
are arriving at St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining Room bearing 
turkeys and other foods — and 
the freezer is filling up again.
 St. Anthony’s, the largest din-
ing room serving meals to the 
needy between San Francisco 
and San Jose, “provides hot, 
nutritious meals to those who 
are hungry,” says Mr. Torres, the 
dining room manager. It serves 
600 meals daily from Monday to 
Saturday, and provides meals to 
“Clara-Mateo Homeless Shelter 
in Menlo Park, St. Francis of 
Assisi Church in East Palo Alto 
and Maple Street Shelter and 
Sequoia Children’s Center in 
Redwood City, he adds.
 St. Anthony’s relies entirely 
on the good-
will of the 
public for 
money, food 
and volun-
teers, and of 
local grocery 
stores for the 
giveaway table, where there is 
a daily spread of pastries, day-
old bread and fresh produce for 
the taking. There is also free 
clothing on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays.
 The dining room does not 
receive any government assis-
tance or corporate grants.
 On a daily basis, St. Anthony’s 
needs donations of meats, oils, 
margarine, produce — what-
ever is in season — as well as 
miscellaneous items like beans, 
lentils, sugar and fresh milk, 

Mr. Torres says.
 The dream child of the late 
Dominic Pereira, the dining 
room began in 1974 with the 
mission of “feeding and cloth-

ing the poor,” 
Mr. Torres 
says. The vol-
unteers and 
staff “treat 
e v e r y b o d y 
with dignity.”
 Mr. Torres 

started working for the dining 
room in 1982. In the past 20 years, 
he has been a dishwasher, truck 
driver and, now, dining room 
manager.
 He says the he is inspired by 
the people he works with and 
the volunteers. “The volunteers 
are priceless. They derive sat-
isfaction from serving people 
who are in need, and making a 
difference.” 
 “We don’t make miracles 
— we rely on them,” says Mr. 
Torres. A

‘We don’t make miracles 
— we rely on them.’

DINING ROOM MANAGER MAX TORRES

into private schools or college 
prep programs, including “Col-
lege Track.” 
 Schools in the Ravenswood K-
8 district are designated a “21st 
Century Learning Center” and 
receive federal funds to support 
the school-based, after-school 
programs. 
 The collaboration is an example 
of the Boys & Girls Clubs’ increas-
ing partnerships with other com-
munity organizations to provide 
more opportunities to help young 
people from low-income and 
high-crime neighborhoods devel-
op character, talents and skills, 
said Peter Fortenbaugh, the clubs’ 
executive director.  A

2 0 0 6  H O L I D AY  F U N D

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room 
is a recipient of the Almanac 
Holiday Fund this year. On Dec. 25, 
the dining room will serve holiday 
meals from noon until 2:30 p.m. 
The toy giveaway will take place 
on Dec. 23 from 8 a.m. to about 
noon. The dining room will need 
volunteers for Christmas. The 
address is 3500 Middlefield Road, 
Menlo Park, 94025. For informa-
tion, call 365-9664.

Post news 
and views on

www.AlmanacNews.com

CLUB
Continued from previous page



Elizabeth Gheleta retires …
For 38 years she helped jail inmates and their families 

  through the Service League
By MARION SOFTKY Almanac Staff Writer  ■ Photos courtesy of HAGOP’S PHOTOGRAPHY

“PEOPLE TALK 

ABOUT RECY-

CLING THINGS,” 

SAYS ELIZABETH GHELETA. 

“We need to recycle people and not 

just throw them away. We need to 

develop more support for people 

coming back from jail or prison.”

 For 38 years, the soft-spoken Menlo Oaks 
resident has been doing just that. As executive 
director of the Service League of San Mateo 
County, Ms. Gheleta has eased the lives of 
inmates in county jails and their families. 
 Through the Service League, thousands 
of men and women who have served time 
in jail have been able to recycle their lives, 
moving from the role of outcast to pro-
ductive member of society.
 Now Ms. Gheleta is retiring, and the 

county is saying thank you.
 “Elizabeth is remarkable,” says San 
Mateo County Sheriff Don Horsley. “Not 
many people care about people in jail. The 
Service League serves a vital function. 
Without them, jail is a revolving door.”
 More than 500 Service League volun-
teers do everything from tutoring and 
offering religious services to providing 
contact between prisoners and their fami-
lies. “That reduces the tension and helps 
us run the jail,” Sheriff Horsley says.
 Sheriff Horsley also credits Ms. Gheleta and 
the Service League with creating four homes 
to help inmates make the transition from 
jail to the community. Hope House serves 
women who are fighting substance abuse or 
who are pregnant; FAR House helps men. “If 
people are to be successful out of jail, they 
need help to get on their feet,” he says.
 In August, Ms. Gheleta was one of three 
women in the county to receive the Jefferson 
Award for Public Service. This national award 
goes to “unsung community heroes — ordi-
nary people who do extraordinary work with-
out expectation of recognition or reward.”
 The award reads, “Her passion and 
compassion have helped inmates improve 

Diane Rummel, left, development director of the Service League, and former Supervisor Mike 
Nevin, Ms. Gheleta’s successor as director, applaud after she is declared guilty and sentenced.

Sitting in San Mateo County’s historic 
Courtroom A, Elizabeth Gheleta listens as almost 
a dozen witnesses testify to her 38 years of 
service to prisoners and their families.
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their chances for success.”
 Ms. Gheleta received a stunning sendoff 
Oct. 21, when several hundred county digni-
taries and friends gathered under the dome 
of the old County Courthouse. The highlight 
was a mock trial in elegant Courtroom A. 
With “Judge” Jim Hartnett — a Redwood 
City councilman — presiding, a jury of county 
supervisors, judges and past presidents of the 
Service League found her guilty.
 Her crime: “Committing public service 
with passion, dedication and selflessness.”

Out of China
 Ms. Gheleta was born in China. Her 
beloved father, a British schoolmaster, 
suffered in a Japanese prison camp; he 
died shortly after being released. Her 
mother had escaped from Soviet Russia.
 When the Communists overran China, 
the International Refugee Organization 
evacuated her family and thousands of 
others to refugee camps in the Philip-
pines. She lived there for two years, got 
an amazingly good education, and came 
to San Francisco when she was 14.
 She entered to George Washington High 
School in San Francisco as a junior and 
graduated at 16. Two weeks after her 17th 
birthday, she married Eugene Gheleta, 
who had a similar history; they had been 
in the same refugee camp.
 During the 1960s, the Gheletas raised 
three children and built the spacious house 
in Menlo Oaks where she still lives. She also 
put herself through college, earning a degree 
from the University of San Francisco.
 As member and president of the PTA at 
Flood School, Ms. Gheleta experienced the 
challenges of the times. “The ‘60s were a 
wonderful, fascinating time,” she says. She 
helped the kids from the east side of Bayshore 
to assimilate, and set up volunteer tutoring.
 As a result, she says, kids who went 
through Flood had fewer problems later. 
“Kids learned to get along in first and 
second grade; they loved each other.”
 By 1968, Ms. Gheleta needed a part-time 
job. The Service League had one.

Passion and compassion
 “Coming as an immigrant, I really felt 
I could do something for the community 
and the family,” Ms. Gheleta says during 

an interview. “We wanted to see if there 
was a way to keep people from returning 
to jail — to break the cycle.
 “When you grow up in a Third World 
setting, you see things differently 
— poverty, people dying in 
the street,” she continues. 
“I wanted to help people.”
 When she first started with 
the Service League, Ms. Ghe-
leta was the entire office staff; 
she did everything. As the 
agency grew through the 1970s, 
she worked her way up to director 
of volunteers. “I’d get people to come 
and work and keep motivated,” she says. 
 When she started, the county jail housed 
about 120 people. Now the men’s and wom-
en’s jails in Redwood City hold close to 1,200 
prisoners, Many are awaiting trial or serving 
sentences of less than a year.

 “These are not necessarily bad people; they 
are good people who have made bad choices. 
They need retraining,” says Mike Nevin, a 
former San Mateo County Supervisor, who 

has replaced Ms. Gheleta as executive 
director of the Service League.

 A major crisis came in 
1978. Proposition 13 killed 80 
percent of county funding for 
the Service League; the execu-
tive director left; and the orga-
nization got an eviction notice. 

Ms. Gheleta says that people 
believed the agency would close 

within a year.
 Ms. Gheleta was offered the job — “with-
out a pay increase.”
 Her first hurdle was to bring around the com-
mander of the jail, who was “not happy with a 
woman,” she recalls. She prepared a report that 
explained the league’s programs and how they 

would benefit the jail. He went along.
 Working with the board, Ms. Gheleta 
also scraped up “a patchwork of funding 
that changes from year to year.”
 Twenty-eight years later, the Service 
League has a staff of 25, and a budget 
close to $1.5 million. It even owns its own 
building, a 1910 brick telephone exchange 
at 727 Middlefield Road in Redwood City, 
which was remodeled by Ms. Gheleta.
 Last year, 556 volunteers spent 31,410 
hours making 16,000 personal contacts with 
inmates and their families. Inmates made 
29,706 requests that were processed; 734 
children played in the waiting room before 
visiting their fathers; 2,253 religious services 
were held; and 1,801 clients received services 
when they got out of jail.

Hope House
 Ms. Gheleta is particularly proud of Hope 
House. This was established in 1990 to sup-
port women coming out of jail. It provides 
a six-month licensed alcohol and drug 
rehabilitation program, as well as counsel-
ing and training. The Junior League helped 
set up Hope House, and the Menlo Park 
Presbyterian Church works with clients.
 Since 1990, the Service League reports, 
583 women have entered the program, 102 
babies have been born, and 72 percent of 
the graduates are still clean and sober.
 Theresa weighed 88 pounds when she got 
out of jail and went to Hope House. When 
she completed the program six months later, 
the 5-foot, 10-inch Redwood City resident 
weighed 138 pounds. Now she’s got a good 
job in administration and computer opera-
tions at a San Carlos company, and is enjoy-
ing her four daughters and two grandsons.
 “It’s a miracle,” Theresa says. “When 
everything seemed hopeless, Hope House 
gave me hope.”
 Theresa’s story contains lessons. She was 
doing all right as a single mom until her 
kids grew up and started leaving home. “I 
was lonely; I started drinking alone,” she 
says. “Drinking alone is dreadful.”
 Theresa was  arrested and sent to jail for 
embezzlement. She heard about Hope House 
from Service League volunteers while she was 
in the county jail, but the judge insisted she 
finish her sentence. Then she got admitted to 

■ C O V E R  S T O R Y ■

Mock trial delivers verdict:
‘Guilty of committing public service 

with passion, dedication 
and selflessness.’
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Elizabeth Gheleta with retiring Sheriff Don Horsley, who credited her 
with helping many prisoners avoid the revolving door of going back 
to jail again and again.

See ELIZABETH, next page

A jury of former presidents of the Service 
League, county supervisors and judges takes less 
than a minute to arrive at Ms. Gheleta’s verdict.

On the witness stand, Kathy Crane, 
Ms. Gheleta’s daughter, testifies. 

Ms. Gheleta with her son, Michael Gheleta, her defense attorney 
in the trial; he argued that no one could have done what she did 
while raising three children and putting herself through college.
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

IINSTRUMENTS  FOR  PROFESSIONALS

www.breitling.com

CHRONOMAT EVOLUTION

STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER, PALO ALTO, CA 650.325.3533

Join us for our Holiday Watch Fair: Sat - Sun, Dec 9-10

Hope House.
 At Hope House, Theresa par-
ticipated in the very structured 
environment: up early, a walk, 
classes from 9 to 4, cooking three 
times a week. In parenting class, 
she recalls, “You learn things you 
should have done 30 years ago.”
 Theresa also went through the 
Alcoholics Anonymous 12-step 
program. “It taught me the steps 
to recovery,” she says. “They loved 
me when I couldn’t love myself.”
 From those difficult months, 
Theresa remembers Ms. Ghe-
leta. “She was like an angel from 
God,” she says. “She really put 
her life in that work.”

On trial
 It was standing room only in 
Courtroom A as Elizabeth Ghe-
leta went on trial for “Commit-
ting public service with passion, 
dedication and selflessness.”
 “Judge” Jim Hartnett called the 
court to order, “Court Clerk” Mike 
Nevin swore in the witnesses, Sher-
iff Don Horsley and Sheriff-elect 
Greg Munks kept order as bailiffs.
 “Prosecuting attorney” Chuck 
Smith accused Ms. Gheleta of 
always making sure the candy 
given prisoners was fresh.
 “Don’t let them fool you,” said 
“defense attorney” Michael Ghe-
leta, the defendant’s son. “There’s 
no way she could have done all 
the things she is said to have 
done. She deserves to be free.”
 Mr. Nevin, now executive direc-
tor of the Service League, swore a 
series of witnesses to tell the truth 
etc. on a variety of books, rang-
ing from “Mother Goose” to the 
“Palm Beach Diet.” 
 Redwood City Vice Mayor 
Rosanne Foust presented a proc-
lamation from Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger accusing Ms 
Gheleta of “exemplary leader-
ship.” She took the oath over a 

videotape of “True Lies.”
 When Ms. Gheleta’s daughter, 
Kathy Crane, who owns the Yerba 
Buena native plant nursery on Sky-
line, took the oath, her brother asked 
for — and was given — “permission 
to treat as a hostile witness.”
 As they described how Ms. Ghe-
leta always prepared a hot meal for 
the family and celebrated Christ-
mas twice, on Dec. 25 and then 
again Jan. 7 for Russian Christmas, 
“Judge” Hartnett snapped, “Don’t 
interrupt your sister.” 
 The guilty verdict was unani-
mous.
 Ms. Gheleta was sentenced to 
“38 years or lifetime of contin-
ued public service, with credit 
for time served.”

What next?
 Ms. Gheleta hasn’t made spe-
cific plans for retirement, but it’s 
obvious she’ll sta y active. “Life is 
full of unexpected opportunities. 
I’m open to them,” she says.
 She enjoys taking friends up 
to Skyline for the luxurious 
teas and lunches her daughter 
provides at the beautiful native 
plant nursery established by the 
late Gerda Isenberg.
 And Ms. Gheleta will certainly 

keep volunteering with the Service 
League. She’s already coordinating 
the Christmas party for children 
of prisoners, complete with pho-
tos taken with Santa to be shared 
with Mom or Dad. “Last year the 
Service League provided toys for 
400-plus kids,” she says happily.
 And she’s likely to continue 
encountering personal rewards. 
Just last July 4, Ms. Gheleta was 
working at a Kiwanis hot dog stand. 
A mother came up with her family 
— including an 8-year-old boy who 
was born at Hope House. 
 “She was so grateful at how 
her life had changed,” Ms. Ghe-
leta says. “Without Hope House, 
that child would be in foster 
care; she would be in jail.
 “That does it. That’s what 
keeps you going.” A

Former San Mateo County 
Supervisor Mike Nevin 
may make a perfect fit to 

succeed Elizabeth Gheleta as 
executive director of the Service 
League, which serves prisoners in 
county jails and their families.
 Before entering politics in Daly 
City, Mr. Nevin was a police offi-
cer in San Francisco. Before that, 
he volunteered for the Catholic Youth Organization, 
loved social work, and got a medal from the Pope.
 “It’s like coming home,” he says of his new 
job — which follows an unsuccessful run for 
state Senate to replace Sen. Jackie Speier.
 Mr. Nevin pays tribute to his predecessor and 
hopes to build on her legacy. “She is a very special 
lady,” he says. “She left a legacy, not just for the 
Service League, but for people who need support 
the most. She was always there for the underdog.”
 Mr. Nevin sees three challenges ahead. He 

needs to build up funding for the Service 
League, which has run in the red for the last two 
years. “We have to market ourselves,” he says.
 Part of marketing is to increase recognition 
of the Service League and what it does, particu-
larly in the North County. Even though the jails 
are in Redwood City, the prisoners come from 
all parts of the county — and return there, he 
says. “I want to make us one of the lead non-
profit agencies in San Mateo County,” he says.
 Mr. Nevin also wants to recruit a new gener-
ation of volunteers to build on those recruited 
by Ms. Gheleta.
 The Service League particularly needs mon-
ey and volunteers.
Anyone interested may contact Mr. Nevin at 
363-4664, or mnevin@serviceleague.org. 
For information, go to serviceleague.org.
 The Service League is located at 727 Middle-
field Road in Redwood City.

By Marion Softky

Mike Nevin takes over at Service League

Mike Nevin

ELIZABETH
continued from previous page

Ms. Gheleta’s jail ID from the 
1970s.

Elizabeth Gheleta shares a moment at the reception with Maryhelen 
Macpherson of Redwood City, a 20-year staffer and volunteer with the 
Service League.
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To request a FREE site assessment go to
www.solarcity.com/pvv or
call 650-638-1028 | 888-SOL-CITY | 888-765-2489

Copyright, 2006 SolarCity. All rights reserved. SolarCity is a registered trademark of SolarCity Corp.
and/or its affiliates. Other names may be trademarks of of their respective owners.

Turnkey solar power systems design, installation, and
administration

Our designs integrate with your existing architecture

Energy efficiency products and services

500+ SolarCity Power Systems installed

Solar Power Systems for Your
Home and Business

Go Solar. Start Saving Today.

Our service includes permit processing, system design and installation,

rebate administration, financing, energy efficiency consulting, and system

monitoring – everything you need to Go Solar.

Upcoming Event:

Portola Valley & Ladera Residents'
Collective Solar Power :
Saving the Planet, One Block at a Time

Wed. 11/29 @ 7:30PM
Ladera Recreation District
150 Andeta Way, Portola Valley

RSVP Call 650-638-1028
or email events@solarcity.com
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 Lee Duboc, Nicholas Jellins 
and Mickie Winkler may be 
lame ducks on the Menlo Park 
City Council, but they still have 
some big decisions to make. The 
council meets Tuesday, Nov. 28, 
at 7 p.m. in the council cham-
bers at the Civic Center, between 
Laurel and Alma streets. 
 Check AlmanacNews.com for 
news updates.

Derry project
 The council is expected to 

take some kind of action on two 
sets of petitions challenging 
the Derry condo-commercial 
project — a proposed complex 
of 135 condominiums and 
22,525 square feet of commer-
cial space near El Camino Real.
 It could rescind two ordi-
nances it adopted in approving 
the project in September, or put-
ting the ordinances on the ballot 

for the voters to decide. It could 
also direct staff to check into 
the legality of the referendum 
signatures gathered by Menlo 
Park Tomorrow, the residents’ 
group that led the referen-
dum drive against the project.
 The council’s decision might 
be swayed by representatives of 
Menlo Park Tomorrow and the 
developer — the San Mateo-
based O’Brien Group — who 
are working to find a compro-
mise on the project.

Auto mall
 The council is also expected 
to take action on a proposed 
tax-sharing agreement with 
General Motors that would 
evenly split sales tax revenues 
from GM auto sales between 
the city and the automaker if 
a proposed auto mall is built. 
The auto mall is proposed for 
22 acres of the Tyco Electron-
ics plant at the intersection of 
Bayfront Expressway and Wil-
low Road.

Meeting Sunday
on logging plan
 The San Francisco YMCA will 
hold a public information meet-
ing Sunday, Dec. 3, to explain 
and update its controversial 
proposal to harvest timber on 
its Camp Jones Gulch property.
 The meeting begins at 1:30 
p.m. at Camp Jones Gulch, 11000 
Pescadero Road.
 For a full story about the log-
ging plan and the environmen-
tal issues raised about it, go to 
AlmanacNews.com

Big decisions set for final council meeting
  ■ MENLO WATCH
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CASTILLEJA SCHOOL
WOMEN LEARNING • WOMEN LEADING • GRADES 6-12

Fall 2006 Open House dates: 
Middle School: Oct. 7 & Nov. 12   
Upper School: Oct. 18 & Dec. 3

650-328-3160
www.castilleja.org • admission@castilleja.org

Lydian Academy Opens in
Menlo Park

Offering 1-1 instruction for high school
credit and other educational services.

Free college application workshop in Oct. & Nov.
Submit your CSU application with time to 
spare and receive expert coaching from 

our certified college counselor.

Call 650-321-0550 to reserve.

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 • www.lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy, LLC

Progress report problems?
Want to raise your grades?

Lydian Academy can help.

We offer tutoring, 1-1 instruction for high school 
credit, and other educational services. 

Call 650-321-0550 to schedule 
your free initial consultation.

Stanford University

Stanford Continuing Studies

Common Ground
   for Uncommon Minds

For more information visit
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Join us at Stanford Continuing Studies, a unique program for Bay Area 
adults offering a broad range of courses taught by Stanford’s distinguished 
faculty, engaged instructors, and cutting-edge researchers. With offerings 
from liberal arts and sciences to professional and personal development, 
we encourage you to satisfy your passion for learning. Sign up for a 
Stanford Continuing Studies course today! 

New Courses Include: 
Making Sense of the Human Senses
American Writers in 20th-Century Paris
Rembrandt
The Enlightenment
Managing Conflict for Positive and Creative Outcomes
Managing Intellectual Property

•
•
•
•
•
•

continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Registr
ation for

Winter Courses begin

Monday, November 27

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D
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George Concannon
Business entrepreneur

 A celebration of the life of 
George Robert Concannon of 
Menlo Park will be held at noon 
Wednesday, Nov. 29, at Christ 
Church, 815 Portola Road, in 
Portola Valley. Mr. Concannon, 
a former Woodside resident, died 
Nov. 16. He was 87.
 Mr. Concannon was born in 
Berkeley and graduated from 
Stanford University and Harvard 
Business School. During World 
War II, he served as one of the 
youngest lieutenant command-
ers in the U.S. Navy, seeing action 
in both the North Atlantic and 
South Pacific.
 After the war, he worked for 
Marchant Calculators, then 
became president of Concannon 
Vineyard of Livermore, founded 
by his grandfather, James Con-
cannon, in 1883.
 Mr. Concannon’s next business 

venture was Concannon & Co., 
which focused on commercial 
real estate in San Francisco. He 
also worked for Kaiser Industries, 
focusing on a housing develop-
ment on Oahu, Hawaii.
 After retiring, Mr. Concannon 
took up painting and was listed in 
“Who’s Who in the Art World.” 
He was a competitive swimmer, 
competing at the masters’ level 
internationally well into his 80s. 
He swam up to the end of his life, 
say family members.
 He also spent many hours vol-
unteering in the chaplain service 
at the Veterans Affairs Hospital in 
Palo Alto.

 Mr. Concannon was married 
twice. His first marriage was to 
Martha Wood. His second wife 
was Betty Wing Jr., a radio and 
television personality in the San 
Francisco Bay area.
 He is survived by his chil-
dren: Elisabeth Concannon of 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Richard 
Concannon of Oakland, Lt. Col. 
Charles Concannon of Papillion, 
Nebraska, Cheryl Concannon of 
Sun Valley, Idaho, Kate Castle of 
Oakland, Bob Concannon of San 
Francisco, and Jim Concannon of 
Darien, Connecticut; 13 grand-
children; six great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great grandchild.

WANT TO MAKE 
WAVES?

TRY THE SURF IN
TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
www.almanacnews.com

  ■ OBITUARY

Huddart/Wunderlich EIR
meeting set for Nov. 29
 A “scoping session” to get 
public input on what should 
be studied in the environ-
mental impact report (EIR) 
for the master plan for 
Huddart and Wunderlich 
parks near Woodside will 
be held Wednesday, Nov. 
29, from 7 to 9 p.m., in 
Independence Hall, 2955 
Woodside Road in Wood-

side Town Center.
 A copy of the draft Hud-
dart/Wunderlich Master 
Plan, which has been under 
study for several years, can 
be viewed on the San Mateo 
County parks Web site at 
eparks.net.
 For more information, call 
Senior Park Planner Sam 
Herzberg at 363-1823.
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DEC. 3 9:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

 11:00 A.M. ADVENT FESTIVAL WITH

 SOUP LUNCH & HANGING OF THE GREENS

 (RSVP: 854- 5481)                      

DEC. 10  9:30 A.M.  WORSHIP SERVICE

  11:00 A.M. HOLIDAY CONCERT BY

  MTN. VIEW HIGH SCHOOL’S MADRIGALS

  12:30 P.M.  MEAL-SERVING TO THE

HOMELESS (SIGN UP WITH LINDA

AT 851-1787)

DEC. 17  9:30 A.M.  WORSHIP SERVICE FEATURING

  VIVALDI’S GLORIA. CHOIR AND

ORCHESTRA DIRECTED BY MARK HANSON

    
DEC. 24   9:30 A.M.  SCRIPTURE & HOLIDAY CAROLS

  5:00 P.M.  CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

  9:00 P.M.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Ladera Community Church
3300 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley    www.ladera.org

LOOK FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS WITH JOY
A JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT AT LADERA COMMUNITY CHURCH

God
is still

speaking.

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

To include your Church in

Inspirations
Please call

 Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221 
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

❄
❄
  Shop Menlo
                         Buy Local – Support Local Economy

SHOP MENLO PARK DAY
Saturday, December 2nd

Santa Claus is coming to Santa Cruz Avenue … 
from 12 - 1 pm …

❉ Come and enjoy The Menlo Park Chamber Carolers and 
the Menlo Park Presbyterian Church Bell Ringers

❉ Santa Arrives on CalTrain at 7:05 pm 
Santa Claus and his helpers arrive at the Menlo Park Train Station. 

Come and welcome in the holiday season with Santa.

❆

❅

❄

❄ 4000 Terman Drive l Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Woodside High
School Theatre
(corner of Churchill and Woodside Road)

Tickets: Adults $16 • Child/Senior $12
General Seating • Group Sales Available

Tickets available on line at www.TwastheNight.org
or by calling 650.323.5292

A colorful original holiday family entertainment
based on the Clement Moore poem
Saturday, December 9
12:30 & 3:30
Sunday, December 10
1:00 & 4:00

Dancers Repertory Theatre and
Menlo Park Academy of Dance Present

 ■ POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft report: Laptop and Blackberry 
taken from unlocked vehicle parked in drive-
way, first block of Jennings Lane, Nov. 20.

MENLO PARK

Grand theft report: Laptop stolen from 
office, 400 block of Pope Street, Nov. 20.
Stolen vehicle reports:
■ 1988 Toyota Camry, 200 block of New-
bridge Street, Nov. 17.
■ 1992 Dodge Caravan, Bayfront Express-
way and University Avenue, Nov. 21.
Auto burglary reports:
■ Window smashed, stereo, license plate 
and navigation screen stolen, 1300 block 
of Willow Road, Nov. 21.
■ Sony game console, football shoes and 
helmet and clothing stolen, 1300 block of 
Willow Road, Nov. 21.
Burglary reports:
■ Laptop, gold ring and $50 cash stolen, 
2100 block of Menalto Avenue, Nov. 18.
■ Golf clubs and household items stolen 
from storage locker, 700 block of Menlo 
Avenue, Nov. 19.
■ Window smashed and Apple iPod stolen, 
800 block of Coleman Avenue, Nov. 19.
■ Toolbox, saw, snow skis and lock sto-
len, 1300 block of Hoover Street, Nov. 17.
■ $800 in cash stolen, 1000 block of 
Madera Avenue, Nov. 20.
Fraud report: ATM card stolen and 
$2,000 taken from account, 1900 block of 
Avy Avenue, Nov. 21.
Assault with deadly weapon report:
Two arrests made, 1200 block of Willow 
Road, Nov. 23.

WOODSIDE

Theft reports:
■ Fraudulent online purchase for $601 
made with victim’s credit card number 
and account information, 2000 block of 
Greenways Drive, Nov. 15.
■ Wallet stolen from glove box of unlocked 
vehicle at Canada College, 4000 block of 
Farm Hill Boulevard, Nov. 16.
Commercial burglary report: Office 
ransacked and tractor ignition damaged 
after forced entry, 5000 block of Farm Hill 
Boulevard, Nov. 20.
Domestic violence report: Verbal argu-
ment became physical and man arrested, 
3000 block of Tripp Road, Nov. 17.



November 29, 2006 ■ The Almanac ■ 21

Children’s StoresSHOP LOS ALTOSSHOP LOS ALTOS

KIDS ONLY
From fi rst walkers to young adults, PRIMIGI has the shoe to get them through.
Italian craftsmanship and modern technology combine to create PRIMIGI shoes. 

Italy’s favorite children’s footwear for over 30 years.
Hours: 10-6 Mon-Sat, 11-5 Sun

248 MAIN STREET, LOS ALTOS • 650-947-0699

p
y

y
,
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MARION JACKSTONS
Light Up Your Child’s Holidays at Marion Jackstons.

Clothing and Shoes for Boys and Girls
Infants to Size 16

222 MAIN STREET, LOS ALTOS • 650-948-0948

ALL ABOUT MOM & ME
Fine maternity and children’s essentials.  A specialty boutique with imaginative, unusual,

unique items from all over the world.  Featured here are a Time to Read Rocker and A Time
to Read Revolving Bookcase.  Boy designs available.   www.allaboutmomandme.com

 Holiday hours: Mon -Sat 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Sun 12 - 5 p.m.
220 STATE ST., LOS ALTOS • 650-941-1858

LINDEN TREE
CHILDREN’S RECORDS & BOOKS

Outstanding BOOKS & RECORDINGS...and many other Magical Treasures...
Including puppets, toys, games, rhythm instruments, handcrafted items.

www.lindentreebooks.com    Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30 am - 5:30 pm
170 STATE STREET, LOS ALTOS • 650-949-3390 OR TOLL FREE 1-800-949-3313

PUTNAM PUBLISHING DK PUBLISHING

ADVENTURE TOYS
Shop a broad range of specialty toys, games and puzzles for infants through adults.

Free gift wrap and excellent customer service.  Featured:  Wooden Railway Set – Hours
of railway fun are “comin’ ‘round the bend” with this deluxe set! 132 pcs. $99.99

650.941.6043 • 173 MAIN STREET, LOS ALTOS 

PERSONALIZED GIFT STOP
Make gift giving extra special this holiday season with PERSONALIZED gifts. Visit 

Personalized Gift Stop for everything from the solid wood toy chest featured here to 
personalized poker sets, ornaments, jewelry, blankets, rocking chairs, jewelry boxes, bath 

robes, Pashmina scarves, soap & candles and much, much more. The store to go to for truly 
special gifts. You won’t be disappointed. 650.917.8697 • 208 MAIN STREET, LOS ALTOS 
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Where Picture Framing is an Art™

1047 EL CAMINO REAL, MENLO PARK • 323-1097

Monday • Saturday 10am - 6pm • Closed Sundays • Thursday Till 9pm

The Great Frame Up.The Great Frame Up.

You can’t beat our frames.
But you can beat the holiday rush.

The holiday rush will soon be on.  So there’s no time 
like the present to frame that special present at The 
Great Frame Up.  So save money.  And save the holiday 
crowd hassles.  Frame now - and give later.

off Frames & Materials 
on orders placed By 
November 30th, 2006

• Gift  Cert i f icates  Avai lable

20% 9
Tim

e Winn
e
r

Come see Santa! — Sue Thomas, photographer. 
Allegro Framing - frames for kids
Amigos Grill - Piñatas
Bianchini’s Market - 

Matt’s famous eggnog
Cashin Company - magician
Curves - candy
Diane’s Beauty - candy
Konditorei - face painter, clown
Ladera Automotive - astro jump
Ladera Chevron - candy
Ladera Cleaners - candy
Ladera Country Deli - cookie decorating
Ladera Garden Center - bulb planting
Mike's Cafe - music
Red Lotus - candy cane reindeer
Round Table Pizza - balloons
Washington Mutual Bank - cookies & cider
UPS Store - toys for tots with Karen Fryling and Rebecca Johnson 
of Coldwell Banker

Shop in a relaxed country setting in Ladera 
on Alpine Road, just west of Highway 
280… the friendly, personal service of 
all the merchants at the Ladera Country 
Shopper is only minutes away from Ladera, 
Portola Valley, Woodside, and Menlo Park.  
Stop by. It will put a smile on your face.

Sand Hill Road

Alpine Road

am
eda  de las P

ulgas

280

N

LADERA
COUNTRY
SHOPPER

Just west of Hwy 280 
in Portola Valley

Ladera Merchants

Christmas Fair
Saturday, Dec 2, 11:30-1pm

Ladera Country Shopper
   3 1 3 0  A L P I N E  R O A D

Simplify your life.
At least a little bit.
Call Maid Brigade for all your 
housecleaning needs. Licensed 
Bonded & Insured.  Every Cleaning 
Inspected & Guaranteed!

All Equipment & Supplies Provided

Maid Brigade 
of the Peninsula

650-368-2102
http://peninsula.maidbrigade.com

Maid Brigade of the Peninsula

SAVE Up To $100!
When you join our

Preferred Client Program
EXPIRES 1/1/07

Gift Certifi cates
Available!

Pick the offer that suits your needs!

SAVE $50!
$30 Off Your 1st Visit
$20 Off Your 3rd Visit

EXPIRES 1/1/07

SAVE $30!
On An

Initial Cleaning
EXPIRES 1/1/07

• GRANDS •
BabyGrand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1495
Petite Grand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1995
Kimball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3995
Yamaha. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6995
Steinway M   . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18995
Steinway B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24995

• UPRIGHTS •
Console  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $695
Player Piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1995
Yamaha U-1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3495
Kawai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3495
Sohmer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4995
Steinway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5995

We have a great selection of 
new and used fine pianos. 
Steinway, Mason & Hamlin, 
Yamaha, and more.

DISCOUNTS!
ALL NEW PIANOS 
ON SALE NOW! Free Delivery. 

Easy Terms

The Perfect Family Gift

**Holiday Rent Specials**
Rent A Piano for the Holidays! 

$100 Includes delivery & pick up
~ Ground Floor Only

Christmas Delivery OK

(650) 949-2800
4333 El Camino, Palo Alto

Open 7Days

PIANO

PARKSIDE GRILLEPARKSIDE GRILLE
Nestled in the wooded hills ofNestled in the wooded hills of

Portola Valley just 4 minutes west of 280Portola Valley just 4 minutes west of 280

� � M Make Your Holiday Partyake Your Holiday Party
Memorable In Beautiful Portola ValleyMemorable In Beautiful Portola Valley

� � R Reserve Our Neweserve Our New
Renovated Private RoomsRenovated Private Rooms

� � For Info Please Contact Our Event For Info Please Contact Our Event
Organizer at 650-529-9007Organizer at 650-529-9007

Dinner: Every NightDinner: Every Night
Lunch: Tuesday - FridayLunch: Tuesday - Friday

650-529-9007 • 884 Portola Rd. Portola Valley
www.parksidegrille.net

Holiday
GiftGuide

To advertise in this special 

Holiday 
Gift Guide 

Section 
Call Neal Fine at 

650-854-2626 

ext. 233 

or Roxanne Bates at 

650-854-2626 

ext. 245
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Kindness
Where will One Mile of Kindness lead you?

It might lead you to the Phillips Brooks School 
where students, as part of the international 
Art Miles Mural Project, are envisioning a 
world where our “Be Kind” motto is embraced 
by everyone.

The Phillips Brooks School community inspires students to 
love learning, to develop a spiritual nature, to communicate 
effectively, to be kind to others, and to respect the uniqueness 
of each person.

The Phillips Brooks School
Loving to Learn & Learning to Love

Financial aid available
Preschool-5th Grade

2245 Avy Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025

650.854.4545
www.phillipsbrooks.org

Catherine Lee, Director of Admissions

For Your Dining Pleasure Cafe Hours:

Breakfast: Weekends 7:30am-11:30am
Lunch: 11:00am-4:00pm •  Dinner: 4:00pm-9:00pm  • 7 Days A Week

To guarantee your pie and other 
bakery goods place your order today.

BAKERY open Thanksgiving Day till 11:00am 

Specialty Items for the Holidays
The Best Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 

Holiday Stollen, Various Breads and Cookies 
Special Theme Cookies - Turkeys and Santas 

The Woodside Bakery  Café&

BAKERY
(650) 851-7247

CAFÉ
(650) 851-0812

3052 WOODSIDE ROAD, WOODSIDE

W
oodside Bakery

&

C
a
fé

THE JOY OF GIVING
Select from our store fi lled with holiday gifts: Colorful and whimsical Dept. 56 
Krinkles,Christopher Radko Christmas glass ornaments, Steinbach and Radko

nutcrackers, nature-inspired jewelry by Silver Seasons. 
at

BK COLLECTIONS
342 STATE STREET, LOS ALTOS • 650-948-0198 

We gift wrap and ship!

Christmas Dinner Buffet
Monday, December 25  11 AM - 6 PM

$65 adults-$30 children (5-12 years of age)

New Year's Eve
December 31  5:30 - 10 PM

Four Course Prix-Fixe Menu
$80 per person, $100 for Lobster Entrée

Please call (650) 322-1234 or (650) 330-2790 for reservations
100 El Camino Real • Menlo Park • California 94025

Breakfast with Santa
Saturdays, December 2, 9, 16   8-10am
Seatings are limited, please book early

Teddy Bear Tea
Saturdays, December 2, 9, 16  3-5pm

Seatings are limited, please book early

Enjoy the Holidays 
at

STANFORD PARK HOTEL

Community 
Events
Holiday Boutique at Sacred Heart
Nov. 30-Dec. 2, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 
Sacred Heart Prep, 150 Valparaiso Ave., 
Atherton. Call 322-1866. www.shschools.
org/shp/
Kara Candlelight Service In memo-
ry of loved ones who have died. Interfaith 
Service of Remembrance includes music 
ends with a communal candle-lighting. 
Dec. 7, 7-8:30 p.m. Unity Palo Alto Com-
munity Church, 3391 Middlefield Road, 
Palo Alto. www.kara-grief.org
Santa Arrives by Helicopter Dec. 
2, 10 a.m. Christmas Carols by the 
community band and a chance to tell 
Santa your wish list. Sat., Dec. 2, 9:30 
a.m.-noon. The helicopter arrival and 
Santa is free to the public. $9 adult/$6 
youth admission to gallery. Hiller Aviation 
Museum, 601 Skyway Road, San Carlos. 
Call 654-0200. www.hiller.org

Concerts
California Bach Society Concert
Charpentier’s Messe de Minuit pour 
Noel; traditional melodies by Buxtehude, 
Hassler, Praetorius, Scheidt and others. 
Holiday reception following. Dec. 2, 8 
p.m. General $25/senior $18/student $10. 
All Saints Episcopal Church, 555 Waverly 
St., Palo Alto. Call (415) 262-0272. www.
calbach.org
Children’s Christmas Concert
Featuring children’s choirs, Bell Choir, 
and the adult Chancel Choir presenting 
choral songs and Christmas carols. Free 
admission. Childcare provided for ages 
3-36 months. Dec. 3, 6 p.m. Menlo Park 
Presbyterian Church, 950 Santa Cruz 
Ave., Menlo Park. Call 321-7136. www.
mppc.org
Peninsula Symphony: A Holiday 
Celebration The Peninsula Symphony 
and the Stanford Symphonic Chorus 
present a festival of music. Dvorak, Mass, 
Op. 86; Handel, excerpts from The Mes-
siah. Dec. 1, 8 p.m.; Dec. 3, 1:30 p.m. 
$20. Stanford Memorial Church, 450 
Serra Mall, Palo Alto. www.peninsulasym-
phony.org

Dance
“The Nutcracker “ Presented by 
Western Ballet. Featuring choreography 
by Gonzalo Espinoza, with students of 
the School of Western Ballet and guest 
artists Katherine Wells, Travis Walker, 
Ramon Moreno and Olivier Munoz. Dec. 
8, 7 p.m.; Dec. 9-10, 1 and 6 p.m. Adults 
$23/children/seniors $18. Mountain View 
Center for the Performing Arts, 500 Cas-
tro St., Mountain View. Call 903-6000. 
www.mvcpa.com
Ballet America’s “The Nutcracker”
Fri., Dec. 1, 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
available through ticketweb.com and the 
Fox box office 369-4119. $16-$37. Fox 
Theatre, 275A Linden St., Redwood City. 
Call 366-1222. www.americanballet.com

On Stage
“Mrs. Bob Cratchit’s Wild Christ-
mas Binge” A parody by satirist Chris-
topher Durang. Wednesdays-Sundays, 
through Dec. 16, 8-10 p.m. $22-$32 Bus 
Barn Theater, 97 Hillview Ave., Los Altos. 
Call 941-0551. www.busbarn.org

Special Events
Farmhouse Christmas Tea Lunch-
es Nov. 30, Dec. 1-3 and Dec. 7-10, 
noon. A hot meal including appetizer, 
entree choice and Yuletide dessert with 
a Christmas Blend Tea. Guests age 
12 and up. Reservations required. $40 
pre-paid. Yerba Buena Nursery, 19500 
Skyline Blvd., Woodside. Call 851-1668. 
www.yerbabuenanursery.com

HOLIDAY
EVENTSHoliday

GiftGuide



24 ■ The Almanac ■ November 29, 2006

700 El Camino Real         Menlo Park        (650) 325-MEALS700 El Camino Real Menlo Park (650) 325-MEALS (6325)(6325)

Create mouth watering meals from the freshest 
ingredients prepared in our kitchen and cooked in yours. 

“What’s for dinner?”
Two simple answers

Attend a Deeelish! Session

Reserve your session online at Deeelish.com

Select your gourmet meals from our fresh monthly menu 

Arrive on your scheduled day to assemble your meals 
or let us do the work and simply stop by and pick them up

1

2

3

Need dinner now? – Take advantage of Dine2Nite

Come directly to our Deeelish! Kitchen

Select one or more of our gourmet meals
already assembled and vacuum packed by our staff

Take it home and serve a gourmet dinner tonight! 

1

2

3

it’s your choice!

Serve a Gourmet Dinner Tonight!
Without shopping, slicing, dicing or cleaning up!

No time to attend a session?
We’ll happily prepare your meals for you.  Just stop by and pick them up!

www.deeelish.com

FALLAG

Enter: FALLAG Free Meal in NOTES section at online checkout

Taste of Deeelish! Specials

 Must present coupon at time of pick up. Free meal lesser or equal value of purchased dinner.

Free
Dine2Nite dinner

with the purchase of a full session with the purchase of one or more Dine2Nite Dinners

Free
Dine2Nite dinner

May not be combined with any other offer or discount. Expires 12/31/06. One coupon per customer
May not be combined with any other offer or discount. Expires 12/31/06. One coupon per customer

www.deeelish.com

H
olidayG
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Expert Rug Handwash & Repair

Family Business Since 1895

650-965-RUGS

825 W. El Camino Real

Mountain View
Monday – Saturday 
9:00am – 6:00pm

www.globalrug.com

 7  8  4  7

Expecting Guests For The Holidays?
Special Cleaning Sale - 15% off

Global Rug Specialist

CLEANING PROCESS
Dusting • Soaking • Handwashing • Rinsing

• Conditioning and Controlled Drying

RESTORATION AND REPAIR
• Refringing • Reweaving • Rebinding

• Appraisals • Quality Protective Padding

Healthy Living
Through Pilates 

Movement
Serving the community 

since 2003

   
All certifi ed Pilates Instructors 

Private/duet Sessions

Over 25 Group Classes per Week:
• Mat Classes 

• Performer Classes
• Pole (Sprint/Pulley) Classes

1800 El Camino Real 
Suite C., Menlo Park 
(650) 325-Zone (9663)
info@thepilateszone.com
www.thepilateszone.com

GIFT CERTIFICATESGIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE          AVAILABLE

“The

Beautiful imported European
• Lingerie for everyday and 
special occasions
• Unique and luxurious 
sleepwear
• High quality hosiery and 
accessories

Chantelle
    PrimaDonna
        Lise Charmel
             Verena Designs
             …and many others…

1139 Chestnut Street, Menlo Park
650-325-2965

ela@elalingerie.com

Warm and inviting ambience.

New lines arriving weekly 
in time for the holiday 
shopping season.

Expert fi ttings and personal-
ized service by owner, Marcia.

a

oman”

Open Monday through Saturday from 10am to 6pm

W
of BeingArt

ELAELA
LINGERIE

Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Elmbarcadero Rd., Palo Alto  650 324-8791  

We invite you to see 
our collection 

of  Distinctive Gifts
for the Holidays.

It's better to Gift
than to Receive.

DARREN MCCLUNG
ESTATE & PRECIOUS JEWELRY

THE STANFORD BARN
700 WELCH ROAD  SUITE 102
PALO ALTO, CA (650) 321-5994
Open: 11-6 Tue-Fri, Sat: 11-4:30

Conveniently located behind
Andronico’s and Nordstrom

Your Source 
for Exquisite JewelsH

oli
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Painful solution to 
dangerous intersection

Editor:
 Once again problem of Uni-
versity and Menlo has raised its 
ugly head.
 I will make the same suggestion 
I made several years ago, before 
the stop sign was moved. Instead 
of a stop sign, put up a “No Left 
Turn” sign. Will this be joyously 
accepted? Of course not.
 Our problem is that we have to 
accommodate 2006 traffic on 1930 
street layouts, which probably fol-
lowed the paths of horse and buggy 
days or around someone’s farm.
 There will be anger because the 
traffic on Santa Cruz Avenue will 
increase. However, there are five 
cross streets between University 
Drive and El Camino Real that con-
nect Santa Cruz to Menlo Avenue. 
And for those who forget there is no 
left turn on University at Menlo, it 
will require driving only two extra 
blocks, from Menlo to Live Oak 
and back to Menlo. If the intention 

is to head south at El Camino, there 
is a choice of six streets that connect 
University with El Camino.
 Even before this is published I 
can hear the residents from those 

other streets screaming “NIMBY.” 
There are two other possibilities. 
One is to close the crosswalk at 
University and put another at the 
east end of the Draeger’s parking 

lot to cross Menlo. The other is 
to put up some kind of a No Left 
Turn light that is operated by the 

Let’s hope the attitude behind a lawsuit filed by Atherton 
to stop construction of a new performing arts center at 
Menlo-Atherton High School will evaporate during an 

upcoming mediation session between the town and the Sequoia 
Union High School District, 
which operates M-A.
   We can’t imagine what Ather-
ton’s City Council members 
were thinking when the they 
authorized the suit, which seeks 

to force the district to conduct an environmental impact study 
for its new, $26 million performing 
arts center at the school, located just 
inside the Atherton border. Con-
cerns cited in the suit include rain-
water runoff, traffic congestion and 
increased police calls.
 The new center will be a tre-
mendous asset to Atherton, Menlo 
Park and other nearby communi-
ties. With 350 to 500 seats, it is not 
the Hollywood Bowl, but it will be 
designed by the same architects and 
will accommodate performances 
produced by the school in a stunning auditorium considerably 
larger and more beautiful than any in the surrounding area. 
Menlo Park is to contribute $2.6 million to the project in return 
for the right to use the theater for events that need performance 
space, such as theater classes and productions, concerts, recitals 
and children’s shows.
 One of the town’s concerns, about increased water runoff 
caused by the theater during heavy rains, is a non-starter since 
the intersection at Ravenswood Avenue and Middlefield Road 

has suffered from poor drainage for years, despite Atherton’s 
best efforts to correct the problem.
 A key Atherton demand is that Menlo Park seek a permit to 
change its pre-planned calendar of events at the theater, or to 
deviate from the pattern of use after the first year. Atherton 
claims its ordinance governing non-school uses of school facili-
ties applies here, but state law seems to overrule it by requiring 
school boards — not towns — to oversee the use of school facili-
ties by the community. 
 Atherton wants a gesture of respect, but it’s got a funny way of ask-
ing for it. Atherton officials have known about the performing arts 

center plans for months, and according 
to school district officials, have attend-
ed five or six meetings in an effort to 
resolve the issues. The town did not 
get what it wanted and chose to sue 
the district to gain leverage over use of 
a theater for which they paid nothing 
and that is entirely controlled by the 
school district.
   School district officials have made 
good faith efforts to work with 
Atherton on its concerns, including 
sharing the cost of a traffic impact 

study. A solution for rainwater runoff is also in the works.
 As for the environmental impact report, the district seems on 
solid ground. School districts are permitted to skip environmen-
tal analysis unless certain criteria are exceeded, which is not the 
case with M-A’s performing arts center. 
 It is a shame that the Atherton council allowed this NIMBY 
lawsuit to proceed. The town would have achieved much more 
by welcoming the theater, and working with the school district 
to resolve any impact problems. 

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Menlo Park Historical Association

Our Regional Heritage
This 1930 photo shows signs for new homes in the Belle Haven neighborhood of Menlo Park. Note that 
the price of a three-bedroom home was $4,225 with a $425 down payment and monthly payments of 
$26. Housing sales in the area boomed after World War II, as they did all over the Peninsula.

Atherton’s lawsuit out of line

See LETTERS, next page

All views must include a home address and 
contact phone number. Published letters 
will also appear on the Almanac Web site, 
www.AlmanacNews.com, and occasionally 
on the Almanac’s Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the 
Town Square forum at 
www.AlmanacNews.com

EMAIL   your views to 
letters@AlmanacNews.
com. Indicate if it is a 
letter to be published.

MAIL   or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
854-2626, ext. 222.
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 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

The new performing arts center planned for Menlo-
Atherton High School. Model and design by Hodgetts + Fung 
Architects of Culver City. 
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person crossing Menlo.
Dan Goodman

Trinity Drive, Menlo Park

Unhappy with Atherton’s 
suit against school district
Editor:
 The following letter was 
addressed to Atherton Mayor 
Charles Marsala:
 I was stunned and disappointed 
to read in the Almanac about the 
lawsuit the town of Atherton is 
bringing against the Sequoia Union 
High School District regarding the 
new performing arts center at 
Menlo-Atherton High School.
 Our local public high school 
is an important resource in our 
community. More and more 
young families are moving into 
Atherton and are looking for-
ward to sending their children 
to this very special school.
 As you know, M-A is one of 
the most diverse high schools in 
California. It offers our commu-
nity and its children a chance 
to be educated (socially as well 
as academically) in a unique 
setting which brings children 
of many socio-economic and 
cultural backgrounds together.
 For years, most notably since 
Proposition 13, our public 
schools have struggled to pro-
vide the rich kind of education 
students thrive on.
 The bond for the proposed per-
forming arts center is an example 
of a positive move and was 
approved by voters. In hopes of 
providing a really usable facility, 
M-A has teamed up with the city 
of Menlo Park to share resources 
and usage. This seems to be a 
mutually beneficial arrangement 
and has been done in San Mateo 
and other school districts.
 Please look at the larger picture 
here and consider the nearly 
2,000 students enrolled each year 
at Menlo-Atherton. I’m certain 
that Atherton can work in a more 
positive way with the school and 
the district to provide the best 
outcome for our students.

Eileen Moran
Encino Road, Atherton

Anna Eshoo thanks 
constituents 
Editor:
 I am deeply grateful to you, the 
people of the 14th Congressional 
District, for your overwhelming 
support on Nov. 7.
 It’s an honor to represent you 
in Congress and I will continue 
to do everything I can to provide 
you, my constituents, with the 
representation you deserve and 
can be proud of.

Anna G. Eshoo
Member of Congress

V I E W P O I N T

When the eighth-graders graduated 
from Portola Valley School in June 
1977, it was the end of an 83-year 

era. For the first time since 1894, school 
would not be taking up in September on 
that site, now known as Portola Valley Town 
Center, 765 Portola Road.
 The long history of schools on that property 
begins, strangely enough, with an attempt 
to capture all the waters from the San Fran-
cisquito Creek watershed for San Francisco. 
Before 1894 the farm children from the rural 
area of Portola (as it was then known) trekked 
or rode their ponies to the Searsville School 
off Sand Hill Road. When the Spring Valley 
Water Works decided to build a dam and cre-
ate a reservoir adjacent to the town of Sears-
ville, the logging village had to move to make 
way. Thus, the school had to be abandoned.
 Enter the famed inventor of the cable car, 
Andrew Hallidie. He owned Eagle Home 
Farm, 368 acres rising from Portola Road 
to the Skyline. He donated land for a new 
school that opened for business in the fall 
of 1894 at today’s 765 Portola Road. Some 
40 children from the Searsville School con-
tinued their studies there. 
 Their school was a charming, two-room 
structure with separate entrances for boys 
and girls. It had a small library in an alcove 
and a bell in a steeple to call the children to 
their studies. Today, that bell hangs from 
a wooden structure near the surviving 
historic schoolhouse.
  By 1909, the student population was large 
enough — 53 — that a second school was 
needed. And so, the 22 voters (all men in those 
days) approved by a vote of 21-1 the immense 
sum of $3,500 for a new building.
 Architect LeBaron Olive designed the 
little schoolhouse that still stands on the 
site. A shed behind the buildings provided 
shelter for the ponies that brought the 
youngsters to school. Playground equip-
ment stood between the two buildings.
 In the teens, Portola was still so remote that 
finding a teacher was difficult. Commuting 
for some distance by horseback wasn’t easy. 
So, the school board built a “teacherage” in 
the redwood grove. This little building pro-
vided a home for a teacher for many years.
 That’s how it was for the next 40 year  — two 
little schoolhouses, standing side by side along 
Portola Road, providing education for all the 
students in the region. They also served as 
a community gathering place, with a huge 
bonfire, games and music at Halloween, a 
maypole dance and election of a queen on 

May Day, and special gifts from community 
benefactors at Christmas. 
 When World War II ended in 1945, the 
population of Portola Valley, along with that 
of the entire Peninsula, burgeoned. These new 
residents faced a huge shortage of classrooms 
for their young children. In 1944, only 24 
students were in attendance. In 1949 teachers 
welcomed 62 students. 
 The two little schoolhouses were no longer 
adequate. In 1948, a $100,000 bond issue was 
approved by a vote of 119-2 for a modern four-
room school — the wing that until recently 
housed the library. The 1894 school had to 
be razed to make space for the new school. 
The 1909 schoolhouse, no longer needed, was 
closed after 41 years of service. All seemed well 
for the immediate future.
 However, in 1951 enrollment climbed 
to 149, almost doubling again in just two 
years. By 1953 it had jumped to 230! By 
1957, enrollment had doubled again to 464, 
and it continued to rise. Fund raising votes 
became regular events. Still, buildings 
couldn’t be built fast enough. 
 School officials used various strategies dur-
ing these years to accommodate the students. 
The remaining old schoolhouse had been 
called back into service in 1951, after only a 
year of rest, and divided into two classrooms. 
Kindergartners and first-graders were on 
double sessions for a time. For a while, kin-
dergartners met at Our Lady of the Wayside. 
Some older students had class in renovated 
fruit pickers’ shacks and dormitories. The 
superintendent held parent conferences in his 
car. On election days one class, whose room 
was used as a polling place, met in the school 
bus. The band practiced outdoors. Assemblies 
were held in the redwood grove. 
 Meanwhile, revenue-raising elections 
passed by wide margins, and the build-
ing program continued at a rapid pace. A 
two-room wing was added in 1952; a three-
room addition was completed in 1954. The 
last three sections, including the multi-use 
room, were completed by 1959.

 To accommodate all the buildings, more 
land had been purchased in 1948 and still 
more in 1956. Until then, the Hallidie dona-
tion from 1894 had been sufficient. Corte 
Madera opened in 1957, Ormondale in 1961. 
The population stabilized, and at last every 
student had a regular classroom.
 One significant revenue election had failed. 
In 1954, the state granted a loan to the district. 
Because of its controversial terms, the school 
board decided to poll the residents before 
accepting it. One of the requirements of the 
loan was the demolition of the remaining old 
school. A San Mateo County school official 
said, “I can’t call those [rooms in the old school] 
classrooms. I think the district and the board 
have a moral obligation to house the children in 
a safe building.” Despite this warning and the 
overcrowding, the voters refused the loan and 
saved the old school, 185 to 88. 
 A new issue arose in the early 1970s. When 
the school board learned of the danger pre-
sented by the San Andreas Fault, concern 
for the children’s safety caused them to close 
the school. The town purchased it from the 
school district in 1975 for $120,000. It was 
two years before the students left.
 And for the next 30 years, the old build-
ings continued to serve the community as 
the Town Center — Town Hall, after-school 
classrooms, the library, the art gallery, the 
artists’ studios, the playing fields. Finally, 
extensive geologic studies reported the 
immense risk that had been present all along, 
and the Town Council voted to raze the 
structures and re-build on safer ground.
 The 1909 schoolhouse, truly a survivor, is 
just far enough away from the fault traces to 
be judged safe from being torn apart in the 
earthquake that will come one day. The Val-
ley Presbyterian Church used it for services 
in 1957 and 1958. When Portola Valley was 
incorporated in 1964, it became the first 
Town Council Chambers. It has served as the 
office of the superintendent of schools and as 
the meeting place for the school board. For 
some 27 years, it was the Valley Art Gallery, 
housing the works of a consortium of local 
artists. Thanks to the generosity of over 400 
residents, major repairs rescued it from the 
ravages of time, and in 1998, it became the 
Town Council Chambers. 
 And the plan to send San Francisquito water 
to San Francisco that led to the creation of that 
first school? It never happened. The Spring Val-
ley Water Works created the reservoir all right, 
but it began to silt up immediately, smelled bad, 
and was useless as drinking water. 

Valley school served students for 83 years

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

Nancy Lund is Portola 
Valley Town Historian and a 
member of the Almanac’s 
Panel of Contributors.

   ■ PANEL OF CONTRIBUTORS

Portola Valley Archives

Portola Valley School was about five years old in this 1960-’61 photo taken from Portola Road. The 1894 schoolhouse is virtually obscured by 
the oak tree in the center, but the 1909 historic schoolhouse building at right survives and today serves as the town’s council chambers. 
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International President’s Premier
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents 

HUGH

CORNISH

650-566-5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com
www.hughcornish.com

Location, Location, Location! 

SUMMARY OF THE HOME
• Five bedrooms, eight full 

baths, and one half-bath

• Living room, dining room, 
family room, home office, 
breakfast room, and kitchen

• Home theater, exercise 
studio, indoor spa, wine 
cellar, and four-car garage

• Beautiful garden with fountain, 
pool, spa, and tennis court 

SUMMARY OF THE HOME

• Elegant, two-story, French 
Traditional home

• Five bedrooms and four and 
one half-baths

• Lovely gardens with lush lawns, 
flowering shrubs, and tall 
perimeter trees

• Terrace and swimming pool

• Cul-de-sac location

• Three-car garage

menlo park schools

6 cowell lane • atherton
Offered at $4,995,000

las lomitas schools

393 atherton drive • atherton
Offered at $5,995,000


