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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

PALO ALTO
4 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car attached 
garage home is approximately 
1,674+/-sq ft on a 6,500+/-sq ft lot 
and is minutes from the best of urban 
conveniences. Top Palo Alto schools.

$1,188,000

PALO ALTO
Charming 2bd/1ba 1920´s Craftsman 
cottage located on quiet cul-de-sac 
in coveted Professorville. Features 
remodeled kitchen, living room with 
fireplace, separate DR, professionally 
landscaped yard. 

$799,000

REDWOOD CITY
2-story 4bd/3ba home with family 
kitchen, LR/DR “L”, fireplace in LR/
FR. 10,200+/-sf lot. Vaulted ceilings. 
1bd/1ba on ground floor. Private back 
yard with mature landscaping. 

$965,000

apr.com  | MENLO PARK OFFICE  620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz
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Artful peace
St. Joseph seventh-graders carefully folded 1,000 origami paper cranes as an art project and prayer 
for peace. The hands of students Brooke Hobbs, Rachel Henry and Shawn Cho are shown working with 
colorful origami paper to make the tiny birds. A photo of the completed project is on Page 5.

Every 44 minutes the sun 
provides enough energy to

satisfy the entire world's
energy requirements

for a year.

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
photo@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is 
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O. 
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

Also Inside
Calendar .......................................................... 39
Editorial ........................................................... 30
Letters .............................................................. 30
Obituaries ........................................................ 22
Police Calls ...................................................... 23
Weddings ......................................................... 23

On the cover
Menlo Park resident and independent 
businesswoman Gwen Books finds her way to 
Kenya occasionally to offer business advice to 
entrepreneurial young women there. She is a board 
member and fundraiser for Project Baobab, which 
aims to empower girls and women by teaching 
them to start and manage small businesses. Photo 
by Marjan Sadoughi. The story begins on Page 16.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■ Council passes on signing global-warming 
pledge. Page 7

Menlo Park
■ Cameras to catch red-light runners. Page 9
■ Bickering over agenda may lead to a run-in at 
final council meeting. Page 5
■ Fergusson: “I’m optimistic we can come 
together.” Page 8

Portola Valley
■ Another $1 million gift for Town Center 
complex. Page 12

Business
■ Kepler’s launches in-store movies-by-mail 
venture. Page 21

Sports
■ Woodside jockey sets all-time win record. Page 9

Holiday Fund
■ Opportunity Center: new focus for homeless 
services. Page 24

Food & Drink
■ Super-chef Michael Mina comes to Kepler’s to 
talk about his new cookbook and “trio concept” 
cooking. Cover, Section 2
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CLOVER STORNETTA EGG NOG
Quart – Also Organic… $2.99 $1.79
BEN & JERRY’S ICE CREAM
Pints – Also Frozen Yogurt $2.49
PILLSBURY SOFTASILK FLOUR
32 oz. $1.99
ANDERSON SPLIT PEA SOUP
15 oz. – Also Tomato – Split Pea with Bacon $1.29
MEDAGLIA D’ORO CAFÉ ESPRESSO COFFEE
11 oz. $3.99
KLEENEX WHITE FACIAL TISSUE
200 count $1.79

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

NOW at Roberts 

S USHI
Made Fresh Daily

California

LARGE NAVEL ORANGES 99¢lb.

Large

FUJI APPLES 79¢lb.

Frost Kissed for Flavor

ARTICHOKES 99¢ea.

Fresh Cut

BROCCOLI CROWNS 79¢lb.

Roasting Basics
Dressing up your holiday dinner with a succulent roast is a great way to celebrate the 
season. Be sure you have a heavy metal roasting pan with a rack that fits it and a work-
ing meat thermometer. Remember that the internal temperature of a roast continues to 
rise after it comes out of the oven. Working with a fresh chicken or turkey is best, and 
also try to get a “roaster” instead of a “broiler”  bird as the meat will be more tender. 
Cook it within two or three days of buying it. Rubbing spices under the skin, as opposed 
to on top of it, will cause the flavor to permeate into the meat.

At ROBERTS MARKET, we are excited about the upcoming holiday season. We want 
to help you make everything come out fantastic, including your holiday meal. If you’re 
thinking of roasting chicken or turkey over the holidays, please see us. We can get you 
the perfect bird to roast, and provide you with all the 
know how to cook it. We feature the finest produce, 
meats, poultry, and seafood available in the area, and 
we have a great selection of marinades which help 
change the taste of your favorite meats.

Hint:   Be sure to cook your roast to the proper 
recommended temperature for healthy eating.

PRIME RIB WITH BONE $11.98lb.

FRESH BRISKET $4.98lb.

CROSS RIB ROAST $4.49lb.

FULTON VALLEY ORGANIC CHICKEN  $2.99lb.

Sale Dates:  December 6, 7, 8, 9
www.robertsmarket.com

Reds for Roasts
Roast meats tend to favor heartier red wines. Whether you are hosting 

  a holiday party, or a family dinner, you’ll want delicious, yet affordable, wines. 
     Here are a few excellent examples, sale priced.

2005 Goats do Roam Red, South Africa  ––   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $9.00   — Sale $7.99
A juicy, flavorful red made from Rhone varietals. Fun! 
2004 Steltzner Claret, Napa Valley -–    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $16.00   — Sale $13.99
A beautiful, precise Boudeaux blend of Cabernet and Merlot. 
2003 Martolla “Hammer” Syrah, California ––    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $20.00  — Sale   $14.99
Here’s a hearty red filled with pepper and spice. 
2004 Mas de Gourgonnier, Les Baux de Provence ––  . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $18.00  — Sale   $15.99
The essence of Grenache with bright cherry/strawberry fruit and cracked black pepper hints. 
2002 Mario Perelli-Minetti Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa ––    . . . . . . . Reg. $20.00  — Sale   $17.99
A classic from 100% Cabernet Sauvignon. You won’t find a better Cab. under $20. 
2003 Honig Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley ––  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $33.00  — Sale   $29.99
From the heart of Oakville, this is a rich, balanced, sophisticated Cab. 

MAIN DISHES
� DIESTEL RANCH ALL-NATURAL FREE-RANGE TURKEYS ~ The Diestel 
       turkeys are pre-roasted and will need approximately 2 hours to reheat at 300° in your oven ~
     Large 16 - l8lbs.  Serves 14 to 16   . . . . . . . . . $58.00
     Small 10 - l2lbs.  Serves 8 to 10  . . . . . . . . . . $48.00

� PRIME RIB ~ Seasoned and Roasted to Medium Rare  ~ 
     Whole    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Serves 16 to 20  . . . . . . . . $180.00
     Half     . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Serves 10 to 12   . . . . . . . . . $95.00
� CARANDO SPIRAL SLICED HAM ~ Baked with a honey mustard glaze  ~
  Serves 8 to 10  . . . . . . . . .$55.00

SIDE DISHES
   � POTATO AU GRATIN – baked with cheese, garlic, spices and cream ~ 
 Serves 12 to 16   . . . . . . . . . $28.00
   � SAUTÉED BRUSSELS SPROUTS – with pine nuts and pancetta  ~
 Pint $5.50   . . . . . . . . .Quart $11.00
   � CLASSIC WHIPPED POTATOES – traditional potatoes with butter and cream  ~
 Pint $5.00   . . . . . . . . .Quart $10.00
   � TRADITIONAL STUFFING – with mushrooms, celery, onions, and water chestnuts  ~
 Pint $5.00   . . . . . . . . .Quart $10.00
   � FRESHMADE CRANBERRY SAUCE – with a touch of orange  ~ 
 Pint $4.50   . . . . . . . . Quart   $9.00
   � PORCINI MUSHROOM GRAVY  . . . . . . .Pint $5.50   . . . . . . . . .Quart $11.00
   � BEEF AU JUS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Pint $5.50   . . . . . . . . .Quart $11.00

DESSERTS
   �  UPPER CRUST BAKERY ~  8" Pies:  Apple, Apple Streusel, Berry Supreme, Pumpkin, 

Pumpkin Amaretto, Cranapple and Pecan Serves 6 to 8   . . . . . . . . . . . $14.99
   �  RUBICON BAKERY ~  8" Tarts:  Apple Almond, Apple Cranberry, Caramel Nut, Lemon

Serves 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.99
                         6" Cakes:  Pumpkin Cheesecake, Chocolate Cake, Chocolate Turtle, Carrot Spice Cake

Serves 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.99
                         Buche De Noël:  Chocolate Log Cake with Mocha Butter Cream Filling

Serves 6 to 8   . . . . . . . . . . . $15.99
 Happy Holidays from Roberts Market
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Hank’s for the memories
 As the Menlo Park City 
Council majority leaves 
office on Tuesday, one of 
their most vocal — and 
entertaining — supporters 
is also leaving the political 
limelight.
 Hank Lawrence, who 
backs council members 
Lee Duboc, Nicholas Jellins 
and Mickie Winkler week 
in and week out at council 
meetings, is moving to 
Maryland for a new job.
 Mr. Lawrence has 
addressed the council 
three or four times in the 
same meeting, and has 
used that time to poke fun 
at council members Andy 
Cohen and Kelly Fergus-
son and slam local unions.
 Mr. Lawrence announced 
his imminent departure 
and resignation from the 
city’s Transportation Com-
mission at the Nov. 28 
council meeting.

Runs with cameras
 Jamis MacNiven of 
Buck’s restaurant in 
Woodside reports his son 
Tyler has thrown him-
self into another unusual 
adventure. Tyler, a Wood-
side high alum, recent win-
ner of the CBS-TV reality 
show The Amazing Race, 
and chip off the ol’ block, 
has found a new country to 
hoof it across.
 Tyler made a documen-
tary about walking across 
Japan, and is now in the 
midst of documenting 
himself running across 
another far-off land. Stay 
tuned for more details ...

Reality bites Atherton
 Atherton is a posh Penin-
sula town, a Podunk city in 
Australia, the last name of an 
oft-quoted ex-cricket player 
named Mike, and now, 
apparently ... a Podunk band.
 Atherton is featured on 
the soundtrack of MTV’s 
reality-ish series Laguna 
Beach with an emo-pop 
ballad called California. 
Track 19, “Atherton — Cal-
ifornia,” caused a few dou-
ble-takes in the newsroom. 
If anyone can discover a 
local connection between 
Atherton-the-band and 
Atherton-the-town, be sure 
to give the Short Takes edi-
tor a holla at agemmet@
almanacnews.com. 

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Short 
takes

Big changes ahead for Hillview school

By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

Major changes are ahead 
for Hillview Middle 
School as the Menlo 

Park City School District con-
fronts a projected 38 percent 
leap in enrollment by 2014.
 The school district board will 
hold the first of three meetings 

on Hillview’s future at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the school 
library at 1100 Elder Ave. in 
Menlo Park.
 The two additional meetings 
are set for Jan. 30 and March 
6. At the last meeting, the 
board is expected to approve a 
plan from among options that 
could include razing the existing 
buildings, except the multi-pur-

pose building, and constructing 
new facilities on a reconfigured 
campus.
 The public will be given the 

chance at all three meetings 
to weigh in on options for the 
district’s only middle school, 
which is projected to grow in 
enrollment from the current 660 
students to 911 in 2014.
 “We want as many people 
— parents, Hillview neighbors 
and community members — to 
participate in the meetings prior 
to the board’s taking action,” 
Superintendent Ken Ranella 
said.
 A prior modernization project 
at the middle school campus, 
bordered on the south by Santa 
Cruz Avenue, had drawn fire 
from a number of neighbors, 
whose concerns included traffic, 
parking and noise.
 Decisions on the Hillview 
building program are important 
elements of the master plan on 
expanding and upgrading facili-
ties at all district schools, using 
funds from a $91-million bond 
measure passed by voters last 
June. 
 The district faces a substantial 
projected growth in enrollment 
from 2,248 students this year to 
2,642 in 2016. In the past two 
years, more kindergartners and 
primary students have entered 
district schools. 
 The board on Oct. 25 voted 
to alter grade configurations at 
the district’s three elementary 

■ Enrollment at middle school projected 
to grow from 660 students to 911 in 2014.

Hanging 
out for peace

Seventh-graders at St. Joseph’s 
School in Atherton admire their mobile 

made of 1,000 paper cranes. Art 
teacher Jan Reeves led the students 

in making the origami birds and asked 
students to write or say a prayer for 

peace as they worked. Ms. Reeves 
says the project was inspired by 

“Sadako and the Thousand Paper 
Cranes,” the famous book about a 
young Hiroshima survivor. Another 

photo is on Page 3.

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

■ The Menlo Park City School District board meets Wednesday, Dec. 6, at 
7 p.m. in the Hillview school library, 1100 Elder Ave., Menlo Park, to discuss 
facilities expansion at Hillview Middle School. Information: 321-7140.
■ For updates on the facility development process for all schools, go to 
www.mpcsd.org and click on “Facility Link.”
■ People may contact board members and the superintendent by sending an 
e-mail to board@mpcsd.org.

   ■ INFORMATION

Will it be a fight to the bitter end?

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Anew Menlo Park City 
Council is poised to take 
office on Dec. 5, but even 

as the new leaders promise a 
renewal of consensus and civility 
in the council chambers, current 
council members may have one 
last fight left in them.
 The first council meeting in 
December of an election year is 
usually a ceremonial gathering, 

when new council members 
take office, outgoing members 
are recognized for their service, 
and a new mayor is named.
 But with the council major-
ity of Lee Duboc, Nicholas 
Jellins and Mickie Winkler leav-
ing office, Councilman Andy 
Cohen broke with tradition, 
pushing for a Dec. 5 reconsid-
eration — after the new council 
is seated —of several decisions 
backed by the majority at the 

Nov. 28 meeting.
 Mr. Cohen officially request-
ed that the council reconsider, 
among other matters, the vote to 
allow the conversion of an office 
building at 321 Middlefield Rd. 
to medical offices. He voted for 
the project on Nov. 28, he said, 
in order to be able to put it on the 
table later for reconsideration.
 A council member can ask for 
such a reconsideration only if he 
or she previously voted in the 
majority, and the vote is changed 
at the next meeting, said Dan Sie-

gel, the city’s acting city attorney.
 But outgoing council member 
Jellins, who as mayor sets the 
agenda for each meeting with 
City Manager David Boesch, 
rejected Mr. Cohen’s request, 
instead scheduling the reconsid-
eration of the votes before, rather 
than after, the swearing-in of the 
new council members.
 The council is set for a political 
shift, and may have the votes to 
overturn some decisions when 
the new members are seated. 
Mr. Cohen and Councilwoman 

■ Bickering over agenda may lead 
to run-in at final council meeting.

See HILLVIEW, page 8

See COUNCIL MEETING, page 8

  ■ MENLO PARK
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To request a FREE site assessment go to
www.solarcity.com/pvv or
call 650-638-1028  |  888-SOL-CITY  |  888-765-2489

Copyright, 2006 SolarCity. All rights reserved. SolarCity is a registered trademark of SolarCity Corp. 
and/or its affiliates. Other names may be trademarks of of their respective owners.

Turnkey solar power systems design, installation, and 
administration

Our designs integrate with your existing architecture

Energy efficiency products and services

500+ SolarCity Power Systems installed

Solar Power Systems for Your
Home and Business

Go Solar. Start Saving Today.

Our service includes permit processing, system design and installation,

rebate administration, financing, energy efficiency consulting, and system

monitoring – everything you need to Go Solar.
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DEC. 3 9:30 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE

 11:00 A.M. ADVENT FESTIVAL WITH

 SOUP LUNCH & HANGING OF THE GREENS

 (RSVP: 854- 5481)                      

DEC. 10  9:30 A.M.  WORSHIP SERVICE

  11:00 A.M. HOLIDAY CONCERT BY

  MTN. VIEW HIGH SCHOOL’S MADRIGALS

  12:30 P.M.  MEAL-SERVING TO THE

HOMELESS (SIGN UP WITH LINDA

AT 851-1787)

DEC. 17  9:30 A.M.  WORSHIP SERVICE FEATURING

  VIVALDI’S GLORIA. CHOIR AND

ORCHESTRA DIRECTED BY MARK HANSON

    
DEC. 24   9:30 A.M.  SCRIPTURE & HOLIDAY CAROLS

  5:00 P.M.  CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

  9:00 P.M.  COMMUNION SERVICE

Ladera Community Church
3300 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley    www.ladera.org

LOOK FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS WITH JOY
A JOURNEY THROUGH ADVENT AT LADERA COMMUNITY CHURCH

God
is still

speaking.

Green enough? Atherton won’t 
sign global warming pledge
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Atherton is No. 1 ... in 
energy consumption per 
household, that is.

 Atherton households consume 
three to four times more energy 
than the average San Mateo 
County household, according to 
Jill Boone, the county’s resource 
conservation program manager.
 In light of that dubious dis-
tinction, Atherton officials are 
contemplating ways to encour-
age residents to design big beau-
tiful houses that suck up less 
gas and electricity. They’re also 
looking at ways to make town 
facilities more energy efficient.
 “This is something we don’t 
want to be No. 1 at,” said Mayor 
Charles Marsala at the City 
Council’s Nov. 15 meeting.
 However, don’t expect Ather-
ton to join the ranks of towns 
like Portola Valley in pledging 
to reduce greenhouse gases by 
signing the U.S. Mayors’ Climate 
Protection Agreement, at least not 
anytime soon. Mr. Marsala, who 

passed around a copy of Al Gore’s 
book on global warming, “An 
Inconvenient Truth,” couldn’t 
get a majority of his council col-
leagues to agree to sign onto the 
pledge to reduce the town’s green-
house gas emissions.
 Councilman Jim Janz support-
ed the pledge. However, it failed 
on a 2-2 vote with Councilwom-
an Kathy McKeithen absent.
 “I want to be sure we don’t adopt 
window-dressing kinds of measures 
without practical applications,” said 
Councilman Jerry Carlson.
 Councilman Alan Carlson said 
that the town already has put 
environmentally friendly regu-
lations in place. Atherton is one 
of the biggest recyclers of green 
waste, and it was the first city in 
California to enact a demolition-
recycling program, he said.
 “Just because we sign it, it 
makes us feel good about our-
selves? I don’t see the point of 
it,” Mr. Carlson said.
 Ms. Boone said the Mayors’ 
Agreement was being consid-
ered by a number of cities in the 
county; Portola Valley has already 

signed on. The county has passed 
a resolution to reduce emissions 
and energy consumption at its 
own facilities by 2010, she said.
 Several residents at the meet-
ing spoke in favor of Atherton’s 
signing the agreement, saying that 
global warming is a serious con-
cern, and one spoke against it. 
 The council voted 4-0 to send 
the matter to its Environmental 
Programs Committee, the newly 
renamed advisory body formerly 
known as the Waste Reduction 
Committee. The committee is 
charged with making Atherton-
specific recommendations.
 The council did decide to 
pursue joining PG&E’s Energy 
Watch program, which offers 
a free energy-use analysis and 
creation of a priority list of 
energy-saving retrofit projects 
to local government agencies.
 “Whatever we do tonight, it 
should not be construed that we 
aren’t concerned (about global 
warming),” said Councilman Jerry 
Carlson, adding that anything the 
town ultimately passes would need 
to be “Athertonized.” A

Fixing Dumbarton Bridge traffic jams

 Anyone who lives or works 
near the streets that feed cars onto 
the Dumbarton Bridge is prob-
ably painfully aware of the traffic 
that frequently jams the area.
 For those who’d like to do more 
than just complain, there’s a meet-
ing this Thursday to get citizen 
input on long-term traffic solu-
tions. The first Menlo Park meet-
ing of the “Dumbarton Dialogue 
Project” is scheduled for Thurs-
day, Dec. 7, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

at the Onetta Harris Community 
Center at 100 Terminal Ave.
 The meeting will focus on 
“managing the traffic impacts” 
in areas adjacent to Dumbarton 
Bridge and along U.S. 101, accord-
ing to a press release issued by the 
East Palo Alto-based project.
 The project is intended to com-
pliment efforts by the City/Coun-
ty Association of Governments 
— San Mateo County’s official 
traffic-congestion management 

agency — to develop a 20-year 
traffic plan along the Peninsula, 
according to the release. The proj-
ect seeks to involve residents of six 
Peninsula cities, including Menlo 
Park and Atherton.
 The project is not associ-
ated with scoping sessions and 
meetings related to the planned 
Dumbarton Rail project to add 
a train line to the East Bay along 
the Dubarton rail spur.
 For more information, go to 
DumbartonDialogue.org or call 
(510) 352-7826. 

 An overnight crime wave struck Friday, Dec. 1, 
at several residences of the Suburban Park, Lorelei 
Manor and Flood Park Triangle neighborhoods in 
Menlo Park. 
 Thieves got away with a black 1997 Honda 
Accord from Greenwood Place and a white 1997 
Ford F-150 pickup from Dunsmuir Way. Police 
also recovered a gold 2002 Volvo 
Cross-Country that had been 
stolen from Lorelei Lane and 
crashed in East Palo Alto, said spokeswoman 
Nicole Acker of the Menlo Park Police Department. 
 On the same night, stereos were discovered miss-
ing from vehicles on Dunsmuir Way and Lorelei 
Lane, along with an iPod player, shoes, a backpack, 
sunglasses, gym clothes, cash and music CDs. Two 
of the three vehicles were unlocked, police said. 
 Police also noted reports of tampering with 
three other vehicles in the neighborhood. 

Police seek suspects in armed robbery
 Three people leaving their vehicle were held up at 
gunpoint at about 8:15 p.m. on Nov. 28 in the 1200 
block of Sevier Avenue in the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood of Menlo Park. The robbers demanded wal-
lets and money, and the victims handed over $50 in 
cash, Menlo Park police reported.

 The two armed men were in a 
group of five, police said. One 
was carrying a black handgun, 

and wore a black baseball cap and a brown long 
sleeved shirt. The other held a long- barreled black 
gun, and wore a black T-shirt.
 The suspects were described as black, in their 
early 20s, and approximately 5 foot 7 inches to 5 
foot 11 inches tall with average to husky builds. 
Anyone with information is asked to call investi-
gation unit at 330-6300 or the anonymous tip 
line at 330-6395

Vehicles targeted in local crime wave

  ■ CRIME BRIEFS

■ Public comment sought at meeting Thursday.
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schools. Encinal, now a grade 
3-5 school, will become a K-5. 
Laurel will add a third grade 
and become a K-3 school. Oak 
Knoll will continue as a K-5 
school. 
 The Dec. 6 meeting on Hill-
view, which serves students in 
grades 6-8, will focus on how the 
district can provide additional 
facilities to house more students 
on the small, eight-acre campus. 
Hillview has 11 portable class-
rooms, and its multi-purpose 
room was built for about 500 
students. 
 Board members this week 
will consider design criteria 
and give direction to the dis-
trict architect and facility com-
mittee for developing design 
options. They also intend to 
address the impacts of parking 
and traffic.
 At the Jan. 30 meeting, the 
architect and facility commit-
tee are scheduled to present 
“optional conceptual designs” 
for the school. The board is 
expected to choose options for 
further study.
 Before the bond election in 
June, two options were put forth 
for providing more facilities 
at Hillview. One scenario was 
to expand the middle school 
by additions such as two-story 

classroom buildings and an 
auditorium.
 The other was to construct a 
new school on the playing field 
area of the existing campus and 
to tear down the existing school 
buildings, except the multi-pur-
pose room, after completing the 
new buildings.
 Mr. Ranella said he expects to 
present a recommendation for 
the Hillview facilities project at 
the March 6 meeting. His pre-
sentation will include architec-
tural site plans and renderings, 
and the projected budget for 
the project. The board is 
expected to take action at the 
same meeting. A

Kelly Fergusson often opposed 
the majority’s decisions, and sup-
ported two of the three council-
men-elect — Richard Cline and 
Heyward Robinson — leading up 
to the election.
 If the agenda stands, Mr. 
Cohen and Ms. Fergusson won’t 
have a majority of votes to 
change any decisions.
 Not willing to give up the fight, 
Mr. Cohen on Monday asked 
that his request to reconsider 
the previous decisions be moved 
from a “regular business item” to 
a “written communication” item 

on the council’s agenda.
 Such a change would allow the 
new council to take on the matter 
at a future meeting, Mr. Cohen 
said, basing his statement on a con-
versation he had with Mr. Siegel.
 Mayor Jellins said the coun-
cil will stick with the current 
agenda.
 “The [item] will be called on 
the agenda as it is listed,” he said 
on Monday.
 Mr. Jellins said he scheduled 
the item to be considered by the 
current rather than the incom-
ing council, because he “[does] 
not presume to manage the 
business agenda of any council 
[he is] not a part of.” A

Morrow murder trial delayed again
 Inaction by the Court of 
Appeals has postponed the trial 
of Joseph Morrow, the Menlo 
Park man accused of murder-
ing his wife Donna in 1991 and 
burying her in a 10-foot-deep 
hole in Los Gatos. 
 It has been nearly four months 
since the state Supreme Court 
directed the Court of Appeals 
to provide a detailed explana-
tion as to why it denied a motion 
by Mr. Morrow’s defense attor-
neys. The attorneys want Judge 
Craig Parsons removed from the 
trial because a conflict of interest 
could occur if a colleague is called 

as a witness for the prosecution. 
 Mr. Morrow’s next court appear-
ance in San Mateo County Supe-
rior Court is set for 9 a.m. Jan. 5, 
when Judge Parsons is scheduled 
to set a new jury trial date. 

Hayman sentencing 
reset for January
 Sentencing has been resched-
uled to Jan. 10 for Guy Delmar 
Hayman, the former coach of the 
Woodside High School girls’ var-
sity basketball team who is accused 

of molesting a 14- or 15-year-old 
girl not associated with the team.
 Mr. Hayman pleaded no con-
test to one felony count of lewd 
and lascivious conduct with the 
girl, and one misdemeanor count 
of annoying or molesting her, 
the San Mateo County District 
Attorney’s Office reported.
 Mr. Hayman coached at 
Woodside for seven or eight 
years, said Woodside High Prin-
cipal Linda Common. 
 He is out on a $500,000 bail. 
He faces a sentence of up to 
three years in prison, said pros-
ecutor Greg Devitt. 

  ■ BRIEFS

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

The stage may be set 
for a contentious Men-
lo Park City Council 

meeting, but Councilwoman 
Kelly Fergusson said she hopes 
two upcoming events — a 
“One Menlo Park” reception 
and a spe-
cial “brain-
s t o r m i n g 
session” — 
will help heal the city’s political 
divisions.
 Ms. Fergusson and Coun-
cilman Andy Cohen, who 
have been outnumbered by 
the outgoing council major-
ity of Lee Duboc, Nicholas 
Jellins and Mickie Winkler 
for two years, are the driving 
forces behind both events.
 “I’m optimistic we can 
come together as a council, 
and as a city,” said Ms. Fer-
gusson, who is likely to be 
named mayor at the council’s 
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 5.
 Following the meeting, the 
city will hold a reception open 
to the public labeled “One 
Menlo Park.” The reception 
is tentatively scheduled for 8 
p.m. at the Gatehouse, near the 
intersection of Laurel Street 
and Ravenswood Avenue.
 Ms. Fergusson said the goal 
of the reception is to get resi-
dents together, and erase the 
city’s’ political divide. She said 
she personally invited residents 
who are often her most-out-
spoken political opponents, 
such as Lorie Sinnott, Dick Poe 
and Mary Gilles.

‘Brainstorming session’
 One of the first things the 
new council will do is hold 
a special meeting, labeled 
a “brainstorming session,” 
on Saturday, Dec. 9, to hear 
what the public has to say 
about the city’s future.
 The council majority of 
Lee Duboc, Nicholas Jellins 
and Mickie Winkler were 
criticized for making some 
decisions without enough 
public input. Mr. Cohen said 
the meeting is “an example 
of how the new council will 
listen to the public.”
 The meeting is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. in the 
main community room of 
the Burgess Recreation Cen-
ter at 700 Alma St.
 Child care, refreshments, 
and Spanish language inter-
pretation will be provided. A

Fergusson: 
‘I’m optimistic 
we can come 
together’

  ■ MENLO 
PARK

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Taking shape
Rick Young uses a band saw to shape a piece of oak at the Barn Woodshop at Allied Arts Guild in Menlo Park — a step on the way to creating 
a coffee table for a client.

HILLVIEW
continued from page 5

COUNCIL MEETING
continued from page 5
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First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

To include your Church in

Inspirations
Please call

 Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221 
or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Cameras to catch red-light runners

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park plans to 
install up to 20 cam-
eras at busy intersec-

tions to catch violators, and 
the new system could generate 
$1 million a year in ticket fines 
— up to $500,000 of which the 
city would get to keep.
 The Menlo Park City Council 
unanimously approved the new 
system at its Nov. 28 meeting.
 The cameras, which may be 
operational by July, will enable 
police to check — via photographs 
and video footage — the license 
plates of red-light runners. Tickets 
will be mailed to violators.
 Although Police Chief Bruce 
Goitia said the purpose of the 
program is to decrease acci-
dents, he acknowledged it could 
be a substantial money-maker, 
netting the city as much as 
$500,000 a year after paying off 
$533,000 a year in costs.
 Among the new costs for the 
city will be $6,350 a month per 
camera, paid to a private com-

pany to maintain the cameras; 
and adding staff to view viola-
tions, administer tickets and 
prosecute violators in court.
 The typical fine for a red-light 

violation is about $320, and 
about $180 of that goes into the 
city’s coffers, Chief Goitia said.
 In approving the cameras, the 
city entered into a five-year deal 
with Los Angeles-based Red-
flex Traffic Systems, which will 
install up to 20 cameras at no 
cost to the city.
 Chief Goitia said cameras are 
planned for the following inter-
sections:

■ Northbound Bayfront 
Expressway at Willow Road.

■ Eastbound Marsh Road at 
Bayfront Expressway.

■ Both sides of El Camino 
Real at Ravenswood Avenue.

■ Both sides of El Camino 
Real at Valparaiso Avenue.

■ Westbound Ravenswood 
Avenue at El Camino Real.
 The city currently has no 
Menlo Park officers whose 
primary assignment is traffic 
enforcement, Chief Goitia said.
 From January 1999 to Decem-
ber 2005, 194 collisions and 119 
injuries have been caused by 
red-light violations, he said in a 
staff report. A

Marjan Sadoughi/The Almanac

Cameras to catch red-light 
runners — like this one at an 
intersection in San Mateo — could 
net the city up to $500,000 a year 
in new revenues, officials estimate.

  ■ MENLO PARK■ Menlo Park plans to install up to 
20 cameras at busy intersections.

Woodside jockey sets all-time win record
 Russell Baze rode into history 
Dec. 1 as the all-time winningest 
jockey in thoroughbred horse 
racing, notching his 9,531st vic-
tory at Bay Meadows Racetrack 
in San Mateo.
 In the fourth race of the day, 
Baze rode 4-year-old filly But-
terfly Belle triumphantly past the 
finish line at 2:19 p.m., officially 
surpassing Laffit Pincay Jr., whose 
mark of 9,530 career wins had 
lasted for the past seven years.
 Baze, who was born in Van-
couver, British Columbia and 
now lives in Woodside, began 
racing in 1974 in Washington, 
and has spent most of his career 
racing in Northern California at 
Bay Meadows and Golden Gate 
Fields in Berkeley, according 
to the National Thoroughbred 
Racing Association (NTRA).
 Tallying more than 400 wins 
in 11 of the past 13 years, Baze 
also won the National Turf Writ-
ers Association’s Isaac Murphy 
Award as the jockey with the top 
winning percentage nationally 
for the first nine years the award 
was given, the streak ending in 
2004, according to the NTRA.
 In 1999, Baze was inducted 
into the National Museum of 
Racing’s Hall of Fame in Sara-
toga Springs, N.Y.
 “He’s an extremely durable guy,’’ 
said museum spokesman Mike 
Kane. “It was not a question of if 
he was going to break the record, 
it was a question of when he was 

going to break the record.’’
 Kane said that with no debili-
tating injuries holding Baze back 
for extended periods of time, 
such as those that often hinder 
or end the careers of other jock-
eys, Baze has been methodically 
winning races for years and now 

stands at the top of the industry.
 “It’s a testament to his ability, 
and also to his durability,’’ Kane 
said.
 Kane added that Baze is well-
liked by his peers and has not 
allowed his success in the indus-
try to diminish his work ethic. 
Unlike many jockeys of Baze’s 
age and accomplishment, Baze 
is known to show up early in the 
morning at the racetrack to train 
the horses before the afternoon 
races, according to Kane.
 Now 48 years old and with no 
plans for retirement, Baze could 
be considered thoroughbred 
racing’s Iron Man. “He’ll crack 
10,000 in a few years, you’d have 
to think,’’ Kane said.
 With the next closest active 
rider in his late 50s and about 
3,000 wins behind, Kane esti-
mated Baze’s record could stand 
for quite a while. “We’re going to 
be mentioning the name of Rus-
sell Baze for a long time,’’ Kane 
said.

— Bay City News Service

At age 48, Russell Baze is ‘an 
extremely durable guy.’
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By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

More than 2,500 Menlo 
Park voters signed peti-
tions to put the “Derry” 

condo-commercial project on the 
ballot, but voters may not get a 

say in the fate of the project.
 Instead, Morris Brown, 
spokesperson for the residents’ 
group that led the petition drive 
against the project, is using the 
signatures as ammunition to 
negotiate a smaller, less-dense 

project with the developer.
 Mr. Brown and Jim Pollart of the 
O’Brien Group, the San Mateo-
based developer of the project, have 
been trying to hammer out a com-
promise in private since Nov. 14, 
with Mr. Brown effectively speak-

ing on behalf of the people who 
signed the referendum petitions.
 Because Mr. Brown submit-
ted the petition signatures to 
the city clerk, he is permitted to 
negotiate on behalf of the ref-
erendum proponents, said City 
Attorney Bill McClure.
 Mr. Brown and members of 
Menlo Park Tomorrow, the resi-
dents’ group that led the petition 
drive, said the project has too 
many housing units per acre, the 
four-story buildings are too tall, 
and the project would significant-
ly impact traffic and schools.

 The group led the petition 
drive on the pitch: “Give Menlo 
Park a vote.” But that goal has 
changed, as Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Pollart have agreed to try to 
negotiate a new project — a move 
some council members criticize.
 “I have a big problem that a self-
appointed ambassador is nego-
tiating with the developer,” said 
Councilwoman Mickie Winkler 
at the Nov. 28 council meeting. 
She said that the project should go 
to a vote, because that’s what the 

Derry referendum: Negotiations 
may influence project’s fate
■ Council decides to check legality of referendum petitions.

Continued on next page
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referendum petitions called for.
 Councilwoman Lee Duboc 
said the negotiations between 
Mr. Brown and Mr. Pollart 
“should be a more public matter,” 
and said she is “troubled” that 
the fate of the project could be 
influenced behind closed doors.
 Mr. Brown acknowledged that 
there is “some pressure” on the 
referendum organizers to nego-
tiate a deal that satisfies referen-
dum supporters, but noted that 
a new project would be publicly 
reviewed by the Planning Com-
mission and council.
 “We’re not doing anything 
behind closed doors that’s bind-
ing,” he said. “If we can’t reach 
an agreement, we’ll turn it over 
to the council. We’re just trying 
to work out a deal if we can.”
 Both parties addressed the coun-
cil on Nov. 28 and asked council 
members not to rescind two ordi-
nances adopted in the approval of 
the project, or put the ordinances 
on the ballot for voters to decide, 
so the two sides can keep trying to 
hammer out a deal.
 The two ordinances were 
endorsed by the council in Septem-
ber, when it approved the project 
to build 135 condominiums and 
22,525 square feet of commercial 
space on a 3.4-acre site bounded by 
El Camino Real, Oak Grove Avenue 
and the train tracks — land owned 
by the Derry family.

Petitions legal?
 Instead of putting the project 

to the voters, the council voted 4-
1 on Nov. 28 to file a declaratory 
relief action in court to deter-
mine whether the referendum 
petitions are legal.
 Councilman Andy Cohen 

opposed the move, and said, 
“no action is the best action” 
to encourage the two parties to 
negotiate a deal.
 The O’Brien Group has argued 
that the petitions are invalid for 

two reasons:
■ Referendum proponents 

didn’t include a specific notice 
that is required by the state 
elections code to be printed on 
the petitions.

■ The ordinances challenged 
aren’t subject to the referendum 
process because the petitioners 
didn’t challenge the general plan 
amendment that made adoption 
of the ordinances possible. A

Stabbing 
victims are 
released
 Two people who were left lying 
on a sidewalk with critical stab 
wounds Nov. 16 have been released 
from the hospital and are recover-
ing, said Sgt. Jim Simpson of the 
Menlo Park Police Department.
 The victims, a man and a wom-
an in their early 40s, were each 
stabbed multiple times, mainly 
in the torso, in the 1400 block 
of Plumas Avenue at about 6:40 
p.m. Police said an argument had 
escalated into violence.
 “The investigation is progress-
ing,” said Sgt. Simpson. Police 
are not releasing the names of 
the victims.
 Anyone with information is 
asked to call the department’s 
detective unit at 330-6345.

Wool crepe
Wrap Dress

$395
worn with

White Gloves $25
and

Aventurine
Necklace

$155

See what happens when you dress up a little?

Designed and Made Locally
Fashionably classic accessories,

dresses and separates with
a modern fit, in modern fabrics.

HOLIDAY HOURS
Sun - Sat 10am - 7pm

520 Bryant St (at University)
Palo Alto

(650) 327-1780
www.vianhunter.com

See what happens when you dress up a little?

Continued from previous page

TRY THE SURF IN
TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
www.almanacnews.com
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A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Another $1 million gift
to Town Center complex 
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The fund to build a new Town 
Center complex in Portola 
Valley grew by $1 million 

recently in a single anonymous 
gift from a married couple resid-
ing in town. 
 The gift to the Portola Valley 
Community Fund is to be spent 
on the emergency response facil-
ity in the new Town Hall, the 
library, the community hall and 
sports facilities, said fund co-
chair Sally Ann Reiss. 
 For the project, estimated to cost 
$20 million, the building fund 
now totals $13.1 million in gifts, 
pledges and public money, she 
said. The remaining $6.9 million 
is to be raised in a public campaign 
that begins this month. Ms. Reiss 
said she hopes to raise $3 million 
more by February. 
 The recent anonymous donor 
of $1 million wants to ensure that 
the part of Town Hall set to serve 
as an emergency response center 
is a “walk-out-safe” facility, Ms. 
Reiss said. 
 To date, a semi-public solicita-
tion of major donors has raised 
$10.1 million in 60 private gifts and 
pledges, including five of at least $1 
million and 10 of at least $100,000. 
 If the $20 million goal is not 
met, Town Council members 
have said they might consider a 
bond measure, a parcel tax, or 
shrinking the project to fit avail-
able funding. 
 Groundbreaking is scheduled 
for the spring, after the current 

deconstruction and future demo-
lition of the old Portola Valley 
School complex, which served for 
30 years as Town Hall, library and 
community hall. 

Major donors 
 The following “major donors” 
are individuals and organiza-
tions that have given or pledged 
at least $50,000 to the new Porto-
la Valley Town Center complex. 
Donors are grouped by animal 
names created by the fundraiser 
— mountain lion, bobcat, etc. 
— based on the size of the gift. 
Source: Portola Valley Commu-
nity Fund, Dec. 4, 2006.

■ Mountain lion ($1 million 
or more): John Arrillaga, Derry 
and Charlene Kabcenell, Bill 
and Jean Lane, TOSA Foundation, 
Anonymous.

■ Bobcat ($500,000-$999,999):
Fogarty Family Foundation, 
Gordon Russell. 

■ Coyote ($250,000 $499,999):
John and Sylvia Hughes.

■ Fox ($100,000-$249,999):
Ed and Lynne Davis, Len Shus-
tek and Donna Dubinsky, 
Chong-Moon and Reiko Lee, 
Tor and Nancy Lund, Dave and 
Laure Kastanis, Chip and Kay 
McIntosh, Anonymous. 

■ Deer ($50,000-$99,999):
Steve Fabbro, Stewart and 
Megan Koch, Jim and Guila Pol-
lock, Sand Hill Foundation, Ron 
and Sharon Walter, Anony-
mous.  A

  ■ PORTOLA VALLEY
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Because You Know the Value of Education
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See all of our locations at www.challengerschool.com

I’m never happy when my 4-year-old cries,

but yesterday I just had to grin about

something she cried over. She was sad

because it was Wednesday—and she attends

Challenger School’s program on Tuesdays

and Thursdays! She learns so much and has

so much fun there, that she just loves going

to school. I’m so glad I chose Challenger for

my little girl.

She Loves Learning

More Every Day

Academics
TRINITY SCHOOL
2650 Sand Hill Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 854-0288 x 100
www.trinity-mp.org
Early Childhood through Grade 5. 
Trinity School encourages preschool 
to Grade 5 children from all back-
grounds to love learning. We foster 
rigorous academics grounded in 
child-centered content. The legacy of 
a Trinity education is a curious mind 
and a discerning heart. Application 
deadline is January 26, 2007. 2006-
07 Tuition for Kindergarten to Grade 5 
- $18,300; Jr. Kindergarten - $16,050; 
Early Childhood Program - $12,730. 
Please call for more information.

Adult School
SEQUOIA DISTRICT
ADULT SCHOOL
3247 Middlefield Road
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 306-8866 x 7
www.adultschool.seq.org
Winter Classes @ Sequoia Adult 
School: January 16-March 23, 2007. 
Registration begins Dec. 1, 2006.

Painting, Quilting, Stained Glass, 
Ikebana, Silk Flower Arranging, Deco-
rative Bird Houses, Digital Photogra-
phy, Needlepoint, Crochet, Sewing 
Alterations & Re-Styling, Digital Vid-
eography, Personalized 1-1 Computer 
Instruction, Bilingual Spanish/English 
Computers, Typing Test/Certificate. 
Financial & Real Estate Investment 
Workshops, Fiction Writing, Odd Facts 
of American History, Genealogy, Wine 
Tasting for Beginners & Seniors, 
Wine & Food Pairing, French, Italian, 
German, Spanish, Belly Dancing, 
Bird Watching, Golf, Hiking, Salsa, 
Ballroom Dance, Tai Chi, Yoga, Guitar, 
Music Appreciation, ESL, Citizenship, 
GED, Vocational Training: Clinical 
Medical Assistant (Eng. & Eng/Span-
ish sections), Pharmacy Technician 
(Eng. Eng/Spanish sections), Certi-
fied Nurse Assistant, Culinary Arts, 
Managing Your Hearing Loss, Crime 
Scene Investigation (forensic science), 
Office/Computer Skills. Register 
online at www.adultschool.seq.org or 
call 650-306-8866, option 7. Mail and 
walk-in registration also available.

Dance
Anita Lusebrink
BRAZILIAN DANCE
(650) 463-4940
www.cityofpaloalto.org/enjoy
Start off the new yearwith a fun way 
to stay in shape! Starts January 11, 
2007. Thursdays @  6:45-7:45pm. 12 
week session for $132. Lucie Stern 
Community Center Ballroom, 1305 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call (650) 
463-4940 or go to www.cityofpaloal-
to.org/enjoy for more information and 
registration. Try the first class without 
obligation and bring a friend

MENLO PARK 
ACADEMY OF DANCE
1163 & 805 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 323-5292, www.mpaod.com
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip-Hop, 
Mommy & Me, Pre-Dance. Morning 
and evening adult classes: Ballet, 
Tap, Jazz; Big Teen & Adult classes: 
Ballet, Hip-Hop, Jazz, Tap in the 
evenings. Call for information or visit 
www.mpaod.com to view schedule 
and register for classes. A tradition 
of Dance Excellence in Menlo Park 
for over 55 years.

Health & Fitness
PALO ALTO MEDICAL 
FOUNDATION 
EDUCATIONAL DIVISION
795 El Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94301
(650) 853-2960
On-going educational classes 
include: Early Pregnancy classes, 
Breast-feeding, Lamaze, Refresher 
Lamaze, Childbirth without Medica-
tion, Diabetes classes, Mindful-
ness-based Stress Reduction 
Program, Weight Management, 
Learning About Heart  Failure, & 
Supermarket Tour,  Cholesterol 
Management, Blood Pressure Man-
agement. Please call for fees and 
registration.

Language
A-1 LANGUAGES 
UNLIMITED
671 Oak Grove Avenue, Ste. H
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 328-2085
www.languagesunltd.com
We offer Foreign Language & 
ESL Learning - your way - all ages 

- Individual and small group les-
sons available - Any day, any time. 
Please call for more information 
and registration.

INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF 
THE PENINSULA
151 Laura Lane
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 251-8519
www.istp.org
Offering Language Classes for 
adults and children. For adults we 
offer evening classes for various 
proficiency levels for each lan-
guage: Arabic, English ESL, French, 
German, Italian, Japanese, Manda-
rin Chinese, Portuguese, Russian 
and Spanish. The next 14-week 
session starts on Monday, Janu-
ary 29, 2007. Enrollment begins in 
early January. Join our Open House 
on Saturday, January 20, 2007 
from 11:00am to 3:00pm. ISTP 
can also bring its teachers to your 
company and organize custom off-
site classes. For children in grades 
Nursery-8th we offer a great selec-
tion of after school activities such 
as art class, chess, Chinese dance, 
gymnastics, basketball, soccer and 

See CLASS GUIDE, next page

ClassGuide



language classes (Arabic, Farsi, 
French, Hindi, Mandarin Chinese, 
Italian, Japanese, Russian and 

Spanish). The children’s language 
program started in September 
2006, current enrollment in the 
program is possible only for stu-
dents who have a background in 
the second language.

THE TALKING PLAYHOUSE
595 Price Street, Suite A
Redwood City, CA
(650) 678-9769
info@talkingplayhouse.com
www.talkingplayhouse.com
A Place for Social Learning. Social 
Skills and Organizational Strategies: 
1/15-6/15 PreK - Teens. Special-
izing in Assessments for early social 
issues. Programs: Social learning, 
Anger Mgmt., Friendship Skills, Anti-
Bully, & Organizational Methods..

Music & Art
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
OF MUSIC AND ARTS 
(CSMA) at Finn Center
230 San Antonio Circle
Mountain View, CA 94040
(650) 917-6800, www.arts4all.org
Teen and Adult Visual Arts Classes: 
Spring Semester begins Jan. 29. 
Painting, Drawing, Ceramics, Col-
lage, more! Small classes; individu-
alized attention for beg. and interm. 
levels. Receive $15 discount with 
early registration by Jan. 22. New 
1- and 2-day Arts Workshops: For 
Teens & Adults, Begin Sun., Jan. 28. 
Jewelry Making & Designing, Cal-
ligraphy & Card Making for Letter 
Lovers, Clay Faces, more! Spring/
Summer Course Catalog is avail-
able on-line in late December. New 
Student Private Lesson Music Enroll-
ment begins Jan. 16. Arts For All!

Personal Growth
ANANDA SANGHA
2171 El Camino Real (at College)
Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 323-3363
www.anandapaloalto.org
Learn to meditate for health and 
peace of mind. Quality meditation 

Open House
January 20, 2007
10 a.m. - noon

2890 Middlefield Road
Palo Alto, CA 94306

650 328-1711

www.keysschool.com

Kindergarten through 8th 
Grade

Independent, coeducational,
non-sectarian, CAIS accredited

Engaged learning

Strong academics

Culture of respect and empathy

Involved community

~

~

~
~
~
~

KEYS SCHOOL Lydian Academy Opens in
Menlo Park

Offering 1-1 instruction for high school
credit and other educational services.

Free college application workshop in Oct. & Nov.
Submit your CSU application with time to 
spare and receive expert coaching from 

our certified college counselor.

Call 650-321-0550 to reserve.

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 • www.lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy, LLC

Do you need a Fresh Start
for second semester?

Come to Lydian Academy
where individualized instruction 

can help you succeed.
We offer one-on-one instruction for high school 
credit, tutoring, and other educational services. 

Call 650-321-0550 to schedule your 
free transcript review and initial consultation.

4000 Terman Drive l Palo Alto, CA l Tel: 650-813-9131

www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international & cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

TAIJIQUAN TUTELAGE 
OF PALO ALTO

Our classes in T’ai Chi Ch’uan 
are held in Palo Alto at the 
Cubberley Community Ctr. 
4000 Middlefield Rd., M4.  
Call 650-327-9350 for
detailed information.
Established in 1973.
www.ttopa.com

CRYSTAL   SPRINGS
UPLANDS   SCHOOL
...a feeling of joy in lifelong learning.

Independent, Co-ed, Day School
Grades 6-12    •    350 Students

2006 Open House

Sunday, December 10 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

PLEASE CALL TO SIGN UP

400 Uplands Drive, Hillsborough
650-342-4175  •  www.csus.com

Empowerment through Accountability
with a small student population, we:
• provide 8 to 1 student-teacher ratio
• deliver innovative and creative programs that 

develop academic
• offer challenging academic opportunities
• enhance the self-esteem of our students 

through outdoor activities and programs
• create a supportive environment and 
   safe community
• make college a reality

650.493.7071
4000 Middlefi eld Road, Palo Alto

info@paloaltoprep.com  www.paloaltoprep.com

info@cantabile.org • www.cantabile.org • 650-424-1410

CANTABILEyouth singers

Debuting in Carnegie Hall, summer 2005, Cantabile performs 
regularly with Opera San Jose, West Bay Opera, Symphony Silicon 
Valley and other prestigious Bay Area performance organizations. 
Join our growing numbers and be part of an extraordinary choral 

ensemble. Call today for an audition appointment.

Sing with Cantabile!Sing with Cantabile!
Auditions Saturday, January 13, 10 am-12 pm

Cantabile Youth Singers, under the artistic leadership of Elena Sharkova, boast high quality music 
education and performance opportunities for peninsula and south bay youth through weekly classes, 

performances, guest appearances, festivals and tours.
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CLASS GUIDE
continued from previous page



instruction for 30 years. 4-week 
series begins 1st Thursday each 
month. Cost: $40. Call for free 24-
page class guide.

Private Schools
BOWMAN 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
4000 Terman Drive
Palo Alto, CA 94306
(650) 813-9131
info@bowmanschool.org
www.bowmanschool.org
The Bowman program builds confi-
dence, creativity and academic excel-
lence. Offering Elementary School 
for Grades K-5 and Middle School 
for Grades 6-8.Proven Montessori 
approach in an individualized, self-
directed program. Rich international 
and cultural studies combined with 
strong academic skills.Located in our 
state-of -the-art facility in Palo Alto. 
Low student to teacher ratio. Offering 
half and full day options for Kindergar-
ten. Visit our website for more details 
and to see why Bowman may be the 
right schoolfor your child.

PENINSULA SCHOOL
920 Peninsula Way
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 325-1584
www.peninsulaschool.org
A progressive school program for 
children ages 3 years through 8th 
grade. Experiential learning, small 
class sizes, 1:4 through 1:10 teacher 
student ratio. Peninsula fosters 
creativity, respect, independence, 
personal responsibility, joy of learn-
ing, self esteem and academic excel-
lence. Specialized teachers: Art, Clay, 
Drama, Library, Math, Music, Science, 
Weaving & Woodshop. www.peninsu-
laschool.org. Applications due Feb. 1.

WOODLAND SCHOOL
360 La Cuesta Drive
Portola Valley, CA 94028
(650) 854-9065
www.woodland-school.org
email: info@woodland-school.org
Building a Lifelong Joy of Learning. 
Pre-K through 8th Grade Independent 
Day School. Academic excellence 
provided to Bay Area students since 
1981. Advanced Math, Science, and 
Technology. Enrichment programs in 

French, Music, Art, Sports, Drama, 
Etiquette, and Field Trips. British-based 
House System fosters team building 
and community service opportunities. 
Extended care before and after school 
from 7:30am to 5:30pm. Beautiful 10 
acre campus in Portola Valley near 
Alpine Road and Hwy. 280. Call and 
sign up for a tour today.

Theatre
PENINSULA 
YOUTH THEATRE
2500 Old Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043
(650) 988-8798
wwwpytnet.org
PYT offers classes in acting, singing, 
and dancing for ages 3 1/2 to 18. 
Session runs Jan. 22-April 6. Cost is 
$110-$185 per class. Drama camps 
for ages 8-14 will be held 8:30am-
3:30pm Feb. 19-23 and April 9-13. 
Cost is $225 per camp.

is accepting applications until
4 p.m. on January 9, 2007

Financial Aid Workshop
December 12, 2006

6:30 p.m.
Please call to register:

650-330-2001 ext. 2600

50 Valparaiso Avenue  •  Atherton, CA 94027

www.menloschool.org

Building a Lifelong Joy of Learning 
Pre-K through 8th Grade 

An atmosphere of support and encouragement.
Academic excellence provided by a professional, caring faculty.

Preparing students for the best since 1981.

State of the Art Computer & Science Labs
Advanced Placement Math

French    Art    PE    Gymnastics    Music
After School Sports    Extended Care    Summer School

• • ••
• •

(650)854-9065
www.woodland-school.org

        360 La Cuesta Drive
Portola Valley CA 94028
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Where in three critical years, girls accelerate
academically, strengthen self-confidence,
and become leaders—ready to succeed
in high school and beyond.

YOU’RE INVITED TO ATTEND AN ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE: 

Sat., November 11 at 1pm or Thurs., January 4 at 7 pm

650-968-8338, x115  or admissions@girlsms.org

www.girlsms.org

I n  M o u n t a i n  V i e w        

accredited
by WASC

In 2004, the Western
Association of Schools and

Colleges gave GMS
its highest rating.

Thurs., January 4 at 7 pm

Trinity School encourages preschool to Grade 5 children from all backgrounds to 
love learning. We foster rigorous academics grounded in child-centered content. 
Trinity upholds the values and traditions of the Episcopal Church and honors the 

role of family in educating children.

The legacy of a Trinity education is a curious mind and a discerning heart.

R S V P  6 5 0 . 8 5 4 . 0 2 8 8  x .  1 0 0  ~  2 6 5 0  Sa n d  Hi l l  Ro a d ,  Me n l o  Pa rk     w w w. t r i n i t y - m p . o r g

Elementary School
Junior Kindergarten through Grade Five

Early Childhood Program
Classes for Three and Four year olds

Tours December 13, January 10 and 24

Tours December 20, January 17 and 31

WANT TO MAKE WAVES?
TRY THE SURF IN

TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Discuss community issues.

Announce an event.
Report a sports score and more.

Ask for advice. Rate a movie. 
Review a restaurant.

Be a citizen journalist.
www.almanacnews.com
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f you were an ambitious and impoverished girl or young woman growing up in Kenya, the 

odds, over and above your poverty, would be stacked against you. Boys get to go to high 

school for free while you would have to pay several hundred dollars a year; your father 

would be allowed to marry you off in exchange for cattle; as a young mother struggling to keep a roof overhead 

and food on the table, if you were to be caught stealing or were to have an abortion, you could spend years in prison. 

Such are the realities in this part of 
East Africa, says Menlo Park resi-
dent Gwen Books, a board member 
and fundraiser for Palo Alto-based 
Project Baobab. The five-year-old 
nonprofit conducts classes for poor 
but enterprising young Kenyan 
women to teach them how to plan 
and start a small business. 
 “Women have so little going for 
them in a country that is really run 
by men,” says Ms. Books in a recent 
interview with the Almanac. “What 
we’re trying to do is teach them 
not to be so demure. Ö It’s kind of 
become my life’s work. I can’t afford 
not to work (in Silicon Valley), but 
I’m wildly passionate about this.” 
 “As a woman, I know how dif-
ficult it is to succeed.” 
 Ms. Books, 57, began her career 
as an executive assistant and now 
occupies a niche she created: she is 
a concierge for venture capitalists, 
for whom she handles schedules, 
vacations and other “lifestyle man-
agement” matters. 
 She grew up in a “very close, lov-
ing family” in Ojai, about 80 miles 
north of Los Angeles, and has lived 
on the Peninsula for 37 years. “I’ve 
had a privileged, lucky life, but I 
can identify with (Kenyan women) 
not knowing how to start a busi-

ness,” she says. “Their challenges 
are daunting by our standards.”
 Poverty and AIDS are endemic in 
Kenya. About 20 million people — 
58 percent of the population — live 
on less than $2 a day, and about 2.6 
million are HIV positive, according 
to World Bank estimates. Among 
the victims are parents, who can 
pick up the disease unknowingly if 
they or their spouses philander or 
use prostitution to supplement the 
family income. When they die, their 
children often go to orphanages, 
where they may get just one meal a 
day, Ms. Books says. 
 She recalls talking with a young 
mother on a beach where she was 
gutting and drying fish brought 
ashore by fishermen. The woman 
said she agreed to have unprotected 
sex with one of the fishermen, per-
haps to keep her job, Ms. Books says. 
“I need to feed my children today,” 
she recalls the woman telling her. “If 
I get AIDS in two years, at least I can 
feed my children.” 
 Project Baobab — named after 
the all-purpose tree common to 
equatorial Africa — can change 
the odds. With about 200 hours of 
instruction on how to run a busi-
ness and write a business plan, plus 
the chance to win a micro-grant 
of $100, a Kenyan woman can go 
places, Ms. Books says. 
 It’s enough to start a roadside 
fruit-and-vegetable stand, or a little 
sewing shop to repair used clothing, 
or a design shop for indigenous jew-
elry or a one-cow dairy, she says. 
 Tabitha, a 44-year-old mother of 
four, won a Baobab grant and start-
ed a dairy. The Kenyan woman later 
greeted her with, “You’ve saved my 
life,” Ms. Books says. “I’ve never met 

The equatorial sun warms 
Menlo Park resident Gwen 
Books, right, as she chats 
with Tabitha, a Kenyan mother 
of four whose business 
plan for a dairy won a $100 
competitive micro-grant from 
Project Baobab. Ms. Books is 
a Baobab board member. 

Photo courtesy of Gwen Books

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

‘As a woman, I know how 
difficult it is to succeed.’

GWEN BOOKS

AAFRICANFRICAN
ENTERPRISEENTERPRISE

A Menlo Park businesswoman taps nascentA Menlo Park businesswoman taps nascent
entrepreneurial spirits of Kenyan women and girlsentrepreneurial spirits of Kenyan women and girls

Cover Story 
by David Boyce
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more grateful, kind people.” 

A certain resonance 
 Africa has worked its magic on 
Gwen Books. “Once you visit, 
you come back and you want to 
do something,” she says. “Some-
thing in Africa resonated with 
me on my first trip.” 
 By habit, she wasn’t looking for 
tourist spots. “I want layers and 
layers of culture,” she says. “It’s 
important to me to know more 
about the people and to meet the 
people, if I can.”
 Her first encounter came at 
Cape Flats, a low-income sec-
tion of Cape Town in South 
Africa. Her tour guides — three 
“very edgy” apartheid-era activ-
ists who had once been jailed 
on notorious Robben Island 
— picked her up at her hotel. 
“Initially, I was very afraid,” she 
says, but also respectful. 
 “I’m not going to take my 
American brashness and assume 
that it’s OK to be me,” she adds. 
“That land is their home.” 
 She relaxed, she says, once 
inside a Cape Flats restaurant 
measuring about 5 feet by 5 
feet, with a dirt floor and a 
roof of corrugated steel. “I was 
very impressed that they ran a 
business in these conditions,” 
she says. “Yet, these people are 
always happy. They’re always 
smiling.”
 An encounter with three girls 
in Kenya who made and sold 
jewelry led her to bring some of 
it back, sell it, pay the girls what 
they asked for and donate the 
rest to Project Baobab. 
 Back in this country, where 
she does all her fundraising, Ms. 

Books does her share of smiling, 
too, and raised about $5,000 in 
2005 and $6,000 so far this year, 
she says. 
 “I just want to share my 
enthusiasm with everyone I 
know,” she says. It’s a circle of 
giving. “My clients ask me for 
donations for their pet projects, 
their loves,” she says. “I give and 
they give back.” 
 Some 65 percent of Baobab’s 
revenues comes from individual 
American donors, she says. Even 
caterers have been cajoled into 
donating to her fundraising par-
ties. “I’m not afraid to ask any-
body for anything,” she says. 
 Most of Project Baobab’s 
revenue goes for teacher train-
ing and salaries for the three 
in-country staff, says program 
founder Gee Gee Williams of 
Palo Alto. 
 A recent budget included about 
$70,000 in spending, said Baobab 
board member Jack McLaughlin. 
Institutional donors include the 
Global Fund for Women, the 
Nike Foundation in partner-
ship with Washington D.C.-based 
Technoserve, and the Juniper 
Networks Foundation Fund, 
based in Sunnyvale. 

The program
 “If women are successfully con-
tributing to society, then perhaps 
the old ways of how women are 
recognized — subservient and 
under tutelage — can change,” 
says Ms. Williams. 
 Her efforts in Kenya appear to 

have struck a nerve. Each new 
Project Baobab class is heavily 
oversubscribed: 125 applicants 
for 25 available slots, she says. 
 The Baobab program trains 
Kenyan teachers and offers elec-
tive classes at six schools in or 
around the capital, Nairobi, 
plus a program inside Nairobi’s 
Lan’gata Women’s Prison. 
 The life-skills part of the cur-
riculum includes classes in gen-
der empowerment, decision 
making, assertiveness, com-
munication skills and AIDS 
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Photo courtesy of Gwen Books

Ann Kuraru, a graduate of Project Baobab’s business management 
classes in Kenya, launched her own business making and selling jewelry, 
including the bracelets she is wearing. 

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

MM enlo Park resident Gwen Books says she loves being 
with animals. 
 That sentiment has been tested in Africa, where she’s 

had occasion to travel on the job as an independent concierge 
for her clientele of Silicon Valley venture capitalists. Her pur-
pose: to scope out vacation spots and suitable accommoda-
tions for her executive clients. 
 One night found her and her niece just arrived at “a five-star 
tree house” in a Kenyan wilderness camp, she says. Under the 
exposed floorboards, they heard a scuttling of animal foot-
steps, and they were getting closer. 
 With the footsteps setting the mood — “We were terrified,” 
Ms. Books says — they put a suitcase in front of the door and 
looked to their beds, where they saw a lump under the covers of 
one of them. 
 “Auntie Gwen,” her niece cried, “there’s something in my 
bed!”
 Ms. Books got a stick and whaled away at the lump, then 
pulled the covers back. “I killed the hot water bottle,” she 
says. 
 On another occasion, when she and her niece were staying 
in a two-person lodge, they happened across “a wee little 
viper,” as a British man passing by called it. 
 He asked them for a pair of sunglasses and an empty tote 
bag and, with a stick, picked up the spitting cobra — said to 
be extremely good at shooting venom into one’s eyes from as 
much as 10 feet away — and dropped it into the tote bag. He 
then emptied the bag in the vicinity of their lodge. 
 “You know, you didn’t have to put it by our lodge,” Ms. 
Books recalls saying to the man, who then replied: “Oh, it’s 
scared to death. It will go away.” 
 On another evening in a two-story thatched platform with no 
walls and overlooking the Great Rift Valley, they were lounging 
in their beds when they discovered a black lizard on the floor. 
“Imagine a black pickle with a stump tail,” Ms. Books says. 
 They jumped up and zipped down their mosquito nets. 
“We lay down and complimented ourselves on our ingenu-
ity,” she recalls. But then: “Our luggage is out there. We’re 
going to have lizards in our shorts!”  A

Cobras and lizards andCobras and lizards and 
lumps in the bed – Oh my!lumps in the bed – Oh my! 

See KENYA, page 18

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

‘If women are success-
fully contributing to soci-
ety, then perhaps the old 
ways of how women are 
recognized can change.’

GEE GEE WILLIAMS,
PROJECT BAOBAB FOUNDER The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Three African bracelets show the creativity of ambitious young Kenyan women. 
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awareness and prevention. 
 The entrepreneurial section 
addresses planning, starting 
and managing a small local 
business, including lessons in 
budgeting, marketing, inven-
tory control, risk management, 
legal issues and business ethics. 
 The program awards about 32 
competitive $100 micro-grants 
per year, with four going to each 
of the six schools and several 
more going to women impris-
oned for nonviolent offenses, 
Ms. Williams says. To be eligible, 
applicants must make a presen-
tation before a committee of pro-
gram and institution officials. 
The grants go to the business 
plans with the most potential. 
 Since its inception in 2001, 
Baobab has enrolled 500 women 
and awarded about 170 grants, 
Ms. Williams says. 
 Last year, Baobab began assign-
ing Kenyan women to mentor 
and track the progress of women 
receiving the grants. The peri-
odic oversight provides support 
and reminds them of the need to 
be accountable to the program, 
says Ms. Williams. 

Weighing the risks
 Traveling entails risk; travel-
ing to an equatorial country 
raises the stakes a bit, with 
threats of food-, water- and 
insect-borne diseases. 

 The World Factbook, published 
by the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency, labels the risk of illness 
in Kenya as “very high.” The U.S. 
State Department warns travel-
ers to be wary of terror attacks 
and violent crime, especially 
after dark. 
 For Ms. Books, such risks are 
manageable. “My life is not a 
dress rehearsal,” she says. “I’m 
not going to stay home if I hear 
somebody’s going to bomb an 
embassy (and) I have absolutely 
no fear of getting sick. I’m a very 
positive person in general. I don’t 
worry about things.” 
 That said, she is up-to-date 
on her shots, travels with a full 
medical kit, and, most impor-
tantly to her, she always carries 
a flashlight at night. 
 She says she is never without 
a Kenyan companion while in 
Nairobi — a sprawling mega-
city of high-rise offices, tree-
lined residential neighborhoods 
and teeming slums of dirt-
floored, tin-roofed shacks. 
 Ms. Books says she loved poring 
over maps and globes as a child. “I 
just have an intense curiosity 
about the world and what’s out 
there and about other people.”  A

   INFORMATION
    To learn more about Project Baobab,  
 go to projectbaobab.org or call 
 328-9332. 

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

Digitized photos recall memories of Kenya for Gwen Books, who raises 
money to spur Kenyan women to realize their entrepreneurial potential. 

KENYA
continued from page 17

FOUNDING CHURCHES

All Saints Episcopal Church

First Lutheran Church

First Presbyterian Church

First United Methodist Church

St. Ann Chapel

St. Thomas Aquinas

Trinity Lutheran Church 

FOOD DONORS

B.J. Bull

Bistro Maxine

Border’s Books

Cafe Renaissance

Douce France

Filoli Gardens

Gamble Gardens

Mama’s Bakery

Mango Carribean Cafe

McDonald’s

New York Pizza

Noah’s Bagels

Peet’s Coffee & Tea

Piazza’s

Pizza-My-Heart

Prolifi c Oven

Safeway

Second Harvest Food Bank

Stanford University Food Service

Starbucks

Viccolo Pizza

Whole Foods

Local Community Groups

Local Religious Communities

Local  schools



By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

The Menlo Park City Coun-
cil supports the idea of an 
auto mall in east Menlo 

Park and sharing tax dollars 
generated from the auto mall 
with General Motors. Now it’s 
the automaker’s turn to decide if 
the project is worthwhile.
 The council voted 5-0 on Nov. 
28 to approve an agreement with 
GM that would evenly split sales 
tax revenue generated from GM 
auto sales at the proposed auto 
mall, which would be built on 
a 22-acre Tyco Electronics site 
at the intersection of Bayfront 
Expressway and Willow Road.
 GM plans to decide by Jan. 
15 whether to buy the site from 
Tyco and move ahead with the 
project, GM spokesman Jim 
Gentry said. The tax- sharing 
agreement is an essential part of 
the plan, GM said.
 Under GM’s plan, 8.5 acres 
would be allotted for GM dealer-
ships, and non-GM dealerships 
or other retail uses would occu-
py the remaining 13.5 acres. 
 If all goes according to plan, 
the GM dealerships could be up 
and running in 18 to 24 months, 
Mr. Gentry said.
 The sales tax agreement is 

proposed to last 15 years, or 
until GM receives $10 million. 
GM estimates first-year sales tax 
revenue from its dealerships at 
$1.5 million, meaning the city 
would get $750,000.
 The city does not currently 
share sales tax revenue with any 
other business, but the council 
said the agreement was worth-
while to boost the city’s slump-
ing sales tax revenue.
 Mayor Nicholas Jellins cau-
tioned the future council (three 
new members will be seated 
Dec. 5, replacing Mr. Jellins and 
Councilwomen Mickie Winkler 
and Lee Duboc) to “be careful 
not to let this fish get away.”
 GM is requesting the agree-
ment to offset the high cost of 
the land, estimated to be more 
than $20 million, said David 
Johnson, the city’s business 
development manager.
 Although the council approved 
the tax sharing-agreement, the 
auto mall itself would require 
separate review and council 
approval.

“Auto Mall Expressway”?
 GM has a slew of other 
requests, including changing the 
name of Bayfront Expressway 
to something along the lines of 
“Auto Mall Expressway” to draw 

consumers.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergus-
son said the proposed name 
change gave her “a gag reflex,” 
and she insisted the word “Bay-
front” stay in the expressway’s 
name.
 Mr. Gentry said GM is flex-
ible concerning the renaming of 
the expressway, but said adding 
“auto mall” to roadways is effec-
tive in increasing the visibility of 
auto malls.
 Other requests by GM include 
adding signs on U.S. 101 alerting 
drivers to the auto mall, and 
providing increased police 
patrol of the car lots. A
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❄
❄
  Shop Menlo
                         Buy Local – Support Local Economy

❆

❅

❄

❄

Your choice - Shop Early, Shop Often, but always make Menlo 
Park your preferred shopping destination.  Whether you’re 

looking for everyday items or something special, local shops 
can fulfi ll your gift giving needs. 

Shopping in Menlo Park not only helps businesses fl ourish, 
but it also generates sales tax revenue to help support our 
parks, recreation, maintenance, police and library services.

❉ So remember, SHOP MENLO PARK.  It’s the 
right thing to do for your community. ❉

Enjoy extended holiday hours, including 
Sundays, at most businesses.

Ho Ho HoHo Ho Ho
off to work we gooff to work we go
Ho Ho HoHo Ho Ho
off to work we gooff to work we go

Fix those nagging home and business plumbing
and repair problems before Christmas!

• Plumbing 
   Emergencies
• Leaking Pipes
• Dripping Faucets
• Clogged Drains
• Water Filtering 
   Systems
• Water Conservation
• Garbage Disposals

•  Instant Hos Water 
Systems

• Recirculation 
   Systems
• Water Heaters
• Copper Repiping
• Hydro-Jetting Service
• Video Inspection

Priced competitively 
and located locally. All 
services performed by 
licensed union-trained 
professional plumbers

800-378-DRIP
(800-378-3747)

E-mail:
Info@plumbingservice.com

Check Our Web Site:
 www.plumbingservice.com

Election results become official
 Semi-official results of the Nov. 
7 election will be entered into the 
official record this week when 
the San Mateo County Board of 
Supervisors meets Dec. 5.
 The supervisors will certify 
the final results, issued Nov. 21 
after a prolonged count by 
county elections official.
 On the local front, the nail-
biter ballot measure, Menlo 
Park’s Measure K, passed by 65 
votes. That will allow the City 
Council to enact a utility tax of 
up to 3.5 percent on water, gas 
and electric bills, and up to 2.5 
percent on cable TV, Internet, 
landline telephone and cell 
phone bills.
 Although the measure was los-
ing in the first days after the elec-
tion, that changed with the final 

count, including absentee votes 
dropped off on election day. The 
vote was 5,418 yes (50.3 percent), 
and 5,353 no. Approval by only a 
simple majority of measures was 
required for passage.
 Other results of races and 
ballot measures of local interest 
(the * indicates winners):

■ Menlo Park City Council.
Three open seats. *Heyward 
Robinson, 5,959 (19.93 percent); 
*Richard Cline, 5,744 (19.21 per-
cent); *John Boyle, 4,952 (16.56 
percent); Vincent Bressler, 4,839 
(16.18 percent); Lee Duboc, 
4,432 (14.82 percent); Mickie 
Winkler, 3,980 (13.31 percent).

■ Sequoia Healthcare Dis-
trict. Three open seats. *Don 
Horsley, 30,627 (25.89 percent); 
*Art Faro, 29,475 (24.92 percent); 

*Jack Hickey, 29,232 (24.71 per-
cent); John Oblak, 28,960 (24.48 
percent).

■ Menlo Park City School 
District. Three open seats. 
*Laura Linkletter Rich, 5,891 
(31.40 percent); *Jeffrey Child, 
5,644 (30.08 percent); *Deborah 
Fitz, 5,190 (27.66 percent); Noria 
Zasslow, 2,038 (10.86 percent).

■ Measure J. Menlo Park 
advisory vote on playfields in 
Bayfront Park. *No, 6,675 (60.97 
percent); Yes, 4,273 (39.03 per-
cent).

■ Measure F. Portola Valley 
utility tax decrease. *Yes, 1,944 
(86.25 percent); No, 310 (13.75 
percent).

■ Measure O. Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District, main-
taining appropriations limit. 
*Yes, 15,805 (79.51 percent); No, 
4,074 (20.49 percent).

■ Menlo Park’s utility tax passes by slim margin.

MP council OKs tax-sharing deal with GM
■ GM will decide by Jan. 15 whether to 
build auto mall on Bayfront Expressway.

WANT TO MAKE
WAVES?

TRY THE SURF IN

TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Discuss community issues.

Announce an event.
Report a sports score and more.

Ask for advice.
Rate a movie. Review a restaurant.

Be a citizen journalist.
www.almanacnews.com
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HILLSDALE SHOPPING CENTER
NORDSTROM, MACY’S, MERVYN’S AND SEARS PLUS 130 SPECIALTY STORES 

Located off Hwy. 101 at Hillsdale Blvd. and El Camino Real in San Mateo 
Shop Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 9 pm and Sun. 11 am - 7 pm 650.345.8222 hillsdale.com.
Call for our extended holiday hours.  Hillsdale is serviced by CalTrain and SamTrans. 

Gift Certificates available for purchase daily at the Information Center located next to Optical Illusions. 

IT’S ALL ABOUT CONVENIENCE 
Let Hillsdale be your one stop for holiday shopping. Over 5,800 covered parking spaces 
combined with extended holiday hours, handy gift wrap service and 130 of your favorite 

stores like Coach, MAC, bebe, Ann Taylor, Gymboree, Crate & Barrel, Nordstrom, Restoration 

Hardware and more. Take the hassle out of holiday preparations.

GIVE A GIFT THAT ALWAYS FITS

Hillsdale Shopping Center Gift Certifi cates are available daily for purchase at the Information 

Center and Gift Wrap Booth. All beautifully boxed and bagged for easy gift-giving.

CAPTURE THE SMILES 
Santa photo packages start at just $11.95 with a variety of sizes and styles just right for you. 

Complimentary Kiddie Kruzzer strollers are available daily at the Information Center.

THE ART OF KEEPING THE

holidays simple

The #1 Cadillac Service Center on the Peninsula
Now Open Saturdays 9-5

El CaminoReal

California Dr Pen
ins

ula
Av

Call for an 
appointment

PUTNAM CADILLACPUTNAM CADILLAC
193 California Dr., Burlingame

650-342-9500650-342-9500Jacob Lozano  650-342-9500 x111 or jrodriguez@PutnamGm.com

Exclusive Pickup 
and Delivery Service
MondayThrough Friday ONLY. Call For Details.

2115 El Camino Real
Redwood City

650.365.0280

• TIRES • ALIGNMENTS 
• SHOCKS • BRAKES

“When you 

don’t  want 

just anybody 

working on 

your car!”

New fire station 
to be unveiled 
at open house
 Santa’s coming to a new fire-
house this year. 
 On Wednesday, December 13, 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., the Wood-
side Fire Protection District is set 
to hold its annual holiday open 
house at all three fire stations, as 
usual. What’s new is that the just-
completed station 19 on Jefferson 
Avenue in Emerald Hills will be 
open, and the special guest is 
Chief Mike Fuge, who recently 
retired after a 42-year career as a 
Woodside firefighter.
 Cookies, hot cocoa, a visit 
from Santa and shiny red fire 
engines will be featured at all 
three stations.
 Station 7 is located at 3111 
Woodside Road in Woodside; 
station 8 is at 135 Portola Road in 
Portola Valley; and the new sta-
tion 19 is at 4091 Jefferson Ave.
 For information, call 851-1594.

PV meet on dogs
 The Portola Valley Town Coun-
cil will consider on Dec. 13 a way 
to foster community discussion on 
whether dogs should be allowed 
on the trail system in the Portola 
Valley Ranch neighborhood. The 
meeting starts at its 8 p.m. in the 
Historic Schoolhouse. 

Y O U R  S O U R C E  F O R  
L O C A L  I N F O R M AT I O N

Holiday 
storytelling

Storyteller Carolyn 
Power will spin 

holiday tales 
about Christmas, 

Hanukkah and 
Kwanzaa for 

children of all ages 
in a free program 

at the Atherton 
library at 4 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 11. 
Ms. Power’s 

energetic delivery 
entrances 

audiences and 
engages children in 

the stories, says 
retired children’s 

librarian Marcia Elias. The Atherton library is located 
at 2 Dinkelspiel Lane, behind the Town Council Chambers; 

call 328-2422 x225 or go to www.smcl.org.
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Expert Rug Handwash & Repair

Family Business Since 1895

650-965-RUGS

825 W. El Camino Real

Mountain View
Monday – Saturday 
9:00am – 6:00pm

www.globalrug.com

 7  8  4  7

Expecting Guests For The Holidays?
Special Cleaning Sale - 15% off

Global Rug Specialist

CLEANING PROCESS
Dusting • Soaking • Handwashing • Rinsing

• Conditioning and Controlled Drying

RESTORATION AND REPAIR
• Refringing • Reweaving • Rebinding

• Appraisals • Quality Protective Padding

■ Test collaboration with Peninsula video store to 
showcase eclectic movie collection.

The Almanac/David Boyce

Tan Nguyen, president of MovieCrazy.com, exercises a rent-movies-by-mail kiosk in Kepler’s Bookstore.

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

An experiment involving 
Kepler’s Bookstore and a 
nearby video store could 

create a new subscription model 
for mail-order movies: rent them 
from a network of mom-and-
pop video stores. 
 During the current trial run, 
MovieCrazy.com, a startup 
based in Palo Alto, has enlisted 
a video store in Mountain View 
to rent movies and TV shows 
through a computer kiosk locat-
ed in Kepler’s, or online. 
 The set-up is intended to attract 
customers loyal to independent 
bookstores and video stores — 
and anyone with eclectic tastes 
— by providing them a way to 
find both mainstream and rare 
items while patronizing their 
preferred type of merchant. 
 “It’s a perfect combination,” said 
Mr. Nguyen in an interview with 
the Almanac. “Everyone wins. 
The store wins, the customer 
wins, the community wins.” 
 Underlying this scheme is a 
concern for the commons. Mr. 
Kepler said he sees local mer-
chants as vital to a community’s 
character. Chain stores and 
malls, he said, threaten local 
charm with volume pricing and 
huge inventories, but they also 
extract money from within the 
community. 
 This concern is common to 
small businesses, whether in 
Menlo Park or Kansas, said 
Mr. Nguyen. With MovieCrazy, 
people will find the online 
convenience of a big rental com-
pany and the personal service 
of a small business, whether it’s 

down the street or in the next 
state, he said. 
 Given the uproar when 
Kepler’s closed its doors last 
year, it’s clear, Mr. Kepler said, 
that local residents value the 
city’s character. “I think the only 
challenge that Menlo Park has 
is how to take that desire and 
create a downtown that people 
want to come and shop in.”
 The MovieCrazy collabora-
tion “is an opportunity for us, as 
a community and the merchants 
in the community, to do some-
thing different,” he added. 
 A Kepler’s kiosk would be 
just the beginning. The goal 
at MovieCrazy is to enlarge its 
network to include video stores 
from across the nation, said Mr. 
Nguyen. 
 The Internet Movie Data 
Base states that 363,000 movies 
have been theatrically released. 
Not enough of them are widely 
accessible, Mr. Nguyen said. 
 As independent bookstores 
have acquired an online pres-
ence through Book Sense, so 
might small video stores, run on 
a shoestring, leverage the net-
work of MovieCrazy, he added. 
 MovieCrazy may have an edge 
in its discounts. The regular 
monthly rate for three DVD 
movies is $16.99, but a year’s 
subscription lowers it to $13.75. 
 Mr. Nguyen, 44, has bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in electri-
cal engineering from Brown 
University, and a master’s in 
business from Cornel Uni-
versity. His career in product 
marketing and sales includes 
a stint at IBM and Massachu-
setts-based medical database 

Doll Project drawing aids
local hunger program
 Three “dream dolls” await 
the winners of the annual Doll 
Project drawing to benefit the 
Ecumenical Hunger Program.
 Each doll comes with a trunk 
and complete handmade ward-
robe, including a bridal gown, 
party dresses, sports outfits, 
ethnic outfits, coats, sweat-
ers and nightwear. Each outfit 
also comes with accessories. 
For example, the ice skating 
costume comes with skates; the 
bride’s gown has satin shoes 
trimmed with pearls. Clothing 
was sewn by volunteers Bridget 
Morgan, Gail Reed, Chris Kurtz, 
and Nancy Hughes.
 Dolls from past years have 
become collector items, says 
project founder Luanne Malk-

mus of Woodside.
 Tickets for the drawing at $5 
each, or five for $20, are avail-
able at Calla in Menlo Park, 
where one of the dolls is on dis-
play. The drawing will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 23.
 The doll project was started 
seven years ago by Ms. Malkmus, 
a volunteer for the East Palo 
Alto-based Ecumenical Hunger 
Program. She got the idea for a 
doll drawing from growing up 
in Stockton where a local charity 
raffled off a doll, complete with 
fabulous wardrobe, every year.
 Over seven years, the drawing 
has raised more than  $100,000 
for the Ecumenical Hunger Pro-
gram. For more information, 
call Ms. Malkmus at 851-7879.

Kepler’s launches in-store movies-by-mail venture

company PhaseForward, which 
he helped take public. 

Eclectic collection
 In the 1960s, Albert and David 
Maysles and Charlotte Zwerin 
directed “Salesman,” a documen-

tary about the real-life experi-
ences of a group of door-to-door 
Bible salesmen in the Mid-West. 
Reviewers praise the movie’s wit 
and the anecdotes exchanged 
when the salesmen meet. 
 Netflix offers five of the 35 

films by the Maysles brothers, but 
“Salesman” is not among them. 
It’s not available from Blockbuster, 
either. It is in the collection at 
MovieCrazy.com. 
 For more information, go to 
moviecrazy.com/gift/keplers. A



Your place for fitness, fun, and family.

Menlo Swim and Sport
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA  94025
650-328-SWIM (7946)

Program info, hours, 
directions, prices, and news:

www.menloswim.com

Swimming at Burgess
• Youth Swim Team
 SOLO Aquatics year-round

• Swim Lessons
 Warm water, all year, all ages

• Triathlon Team
 New season kick-off,
 open house in December

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City
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Josetta Walsh, co-founder,
Child and Family Institute
 A memorial service will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 16, in Santa 
Clara for Josetta Walsh, who 
died Nov. 10 in Menlo Park, 
where she had lived for more 
than 20 years. She was 77.
 The service will start at 2 p.m. 
at Mission Santa Clara de Assi 
at 500 El Camino Real. A recep-
tion will follow the service.
 Josetta Walsh and Kris 
Goodrich founded the Child 

and Family Institute in Menlo 
Park in 1986. The institute con-
ducts programs that explore the 
richness of family life and com-
munity. Today about 400 fami-
lies take part in the institute’s 
programs.
 Ms. Walsh, whose teaching 
career spanned 59 years, was 
born in New York City. As a 
former member of the Sisters 
of the Holy Names, she taught 
primary grades for 20 years. 
After earning a master’s degree 
in education from the College 
of Notre Dame in Belmont, she 
founded the Casa Maria Mon-
tessori School on the grounds 
of the Holy Names Convent in 
Los Gatos.
 In 1980 she founded a Child 
and Family Institute at San-
ta Clara University to serve 
alumnae families. During her 
career, she taught and lectured 
throughout the United States; 

she delivered a speech at the 
first conference on education 
sponsored by the World Future 
Society at the University of 
Houston.
 Her final vision was creating 
the World Peace Village, honor-
ing the common thread of the 
Golden Rule in each faith. The 
village is a learning tool that 
includes six centers representing 
different faiths: Buddhist, Hin-
du, Christian, Native American, 
Muslim and Jewish.
 Memorial donations may be 
made to the Child and Family 
Institute, 330 Ravenswood Ave., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

  ■ OBITUARY

Stanford University

Stanford Continuing Studies

Common Ground
   for Uncommon Minds

For more information visit
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Join us at Stanford Continuing Studies, a unique program for Bay Area 
adults offering a broad range of courses taught by Stanford’s distinguished 
faculty, engaged instructors, and cutting-edge researchers. With offerings 
from liberal arts and sciences to professional and personal development, 
we encourage you to satisfy your passion for learning. Sign up for a 
Stanford Continuing Studies course today! 

New Courses Include: 
Making Sense of the Human Senses
American Writers in 20th-Century Paris
Rembrandt
The Enlightenment
Managing Conflict for Positive and Creative Outcomes
Managing Intellectual Property

•
•
•
•
•
•

continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Registr
ation for

Winter Courses begin

Monday, November 27

The Almanac publishes obituaries about people who lived in Atherton, 
Menlo Park, Portola Valley and Woodside, or played a prominent role in 
one of these communities. These obituaries are news stories, written 
by Almanac staff writers, based on information provided by mortuaries 
and family members. There is no charge. Due to space limits and other 
reasons, these stories may not include all the information a family wishes. 
Some families choose to write their own memorial announcements, and 
purchase space to publish them in the Almanac. For information about 
that, e-mail Blanca Yoc in the Advertising Department at byoc@paweekly.
com, or call 326-8210, ext. 239.

Josetta Walsh’s teaching career 
spanned 59 years.

   ■ OBITUARY POLICY

I Time to make
your business

grow?
Advertising in the Almanac can help
you reach your potential customers.
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BALDEV MANN
Insurance Agent
1901 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY STE 6
MOUNTAIN VIEW
a029821@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0F24165

Subject to availability and qualifi cations. Insurance offered only with select companies.  Allstate Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and Allstate 
Life Insurance Company: Northbrook, Illinois  ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

Call me today about our full line-up.
(Auto. Home. Life. Commercial.)

(650) 691-4770

Portola Valley’s Bill Lane
talks of ‘California Dream’
 Portola Valley’s Ambassador 
Bill Lane will lead off a discus-
sion of “Living the California 
Dream” at 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
9, at the San Mateo County His-
tory Museum, 2200 Broadway in 
Redwood City.
 The old-fashioned Chautau-
qua will highlight the opening 
of a new exhibit exploring the 
growth of suburban living in 
San Mateo County as part of its 
150th anniversary celebration.
 Mr. Lane, former publisher 
of Sunset Magazine, will talk 
about how Sunset has molded 
the ideas of western living in San 
Mateo County and throughout 

the West, since it opened its 
Menlo Park offices in 1951.
 Mr. Lane will be joined by 
T. Jack Foster, Jr., who helped 
develop Foster City as one of the 
first new planned communities 
in California. Jerry Hill, presi-
dent of the Board of Supervi-
sors, will talk about the future of 
suburban San Mateo County.
 Admission to the museum is 
$4 for adults, $2 for seniors, and 
free for museum members and 
children under six.
 For information, call 299-
0104, or check out the Sesqui-
centennial Web site at www.
smc150.org.

Page-Goslee

 Tovis Erika Page and George 
Fisher Goslee Jr. were married 
Sept. 3 at the historic Castle in 
the Clouds estate in central New 
Hampshire, overlooking Lake 
Winnipesaukee.
 The bride is the daughter 
of Martha and Robert Page 
of Woodside. She is a gradu-
ate of Woodside Elementary 
and Woodside High Schools 
and Skidmore College, Saratoga 
Springs, New York. A doctoral 
student at Harvard University, 
she is writing her dissertation in 
San Francisco.
 The bridegroom is the son 
of Nancy and George Goslee 
of Chagrin Falls, Ohio. He is a 
graduate of the Hawken School 
in Cleveland, Skidmore College, 
and the Fisher School of Busi-
ness at Ohio State University in 
Columbus. He is a manager and 
financial analyst at Network 
Appliance in Redwood Shores.
 Although they knew each 
other at Skidmore, the couple 
renewed their acquaintance at 
their 10th college reunion.
 Instead of bridesmaids and 

groomsmen, Tovis and George 
asked close friends, including 
Christy Cowman, a Woodside 
High School classmate, and 
Ben Page, the bride’s brother, to 
take part in the actual wedding 
ceremony.
 Additional festivities were 
held at the Page’s lakeside sum-
mer cottage near Melvin Village, 
New Hampshire.
 The newlyweds are living in 
San Francisco.

  ■ WEDDING

Tovis Page and George Goslee Jr.

ATHERTON

Domestic violence report: Ashfield 
Road, Nov. 28.
Juvenile problem report: Student found 
on campus with a blow torch and a lock-
ing-blade knife, Menlo-Atherton High 
School at 555 Middlefield Road, Nov. 30.

MENLO PARK

Stolen vehicle reports:
■ Gray 1991 Honda Accord, 200 block of 
Bay Road, Nov 24.
■ Brown 1986 Toyota Camry, 1400 block 
of Hill Avenue, Nov. 25.
■ Gray 1994 Honda Civic, 400 block of 
Pope Street, Nov. 29.
Auto burglary reports:
■ Rims, tires and window stolen from Ford Explor-
er, 100 block of Baywood Avenue, Nov. 30.

Burglary reports:

■ Box containing $50 stolen, 200 block of 
Oak Grove Avenue, Nov. 24.

■ Storage lockers burglarized, 800 block 
of Coleman Avenue, Nov. 25.

■ Camping items stolen from storage lock-
er, 800 block of Coleman Avenue, Nov. 26.

■ TVs stolen, 1100 block of Hamilton 
Court, Nov. 30.

Grand theft report: Tree stolen from prop-
erty, first block of Palm Court, Nov. 30.

Fraud reports:

■ ID theft, 1300 block of Hollyburne 
Avenue, Nov. 30.

Spousal abuse reports:

■ 300 block of Terminal Avenue, Nov. 29.

■ 1300 block of Willow Road, Nov. 30.

WOODSIDE

Theft report: Industrial steam-cleaning 
machine worth $700 stolen from driveway, 
2000 block of Woodside Road, Nov. 24.

WEST MENLO PARK

Stolen vehicle report: Silver 2001 Toyota 
4 Runner stolen with keys in ignition and 
doors unlocked, 3000 block of Alameda 
de las Pulgas, Nov. 28.

 ■ POLICE CALLS

Menlo Park
■Julie Yang and Asoka De Saram, a 
daughter, Oct. 25,  at Sequoia Hos-
pital.
■ Lisa and Timothy Kerns, a daughter, 
Nov. 13, at Sequoia Hospital.

   ■ BIRTHS



Opportunity Center: new focus for homeless services
By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Privacy. Dignity. Hope. 
These simple words gain 
meaning as Winston 

describes his desperate journey 
through drugs, alcohol and liv-
ing in the bushes, to his own 
apartment in the new Oppor-
tunity Center, which opened in 
September in Palo Alto.
 “I feel hopeful,” he says. “I’m 
out of a shelter. I’ve got my first 
apartment in 10 years.”
 Winston now lives in one 
of 88 apart-
ments — 70 
for singles; 18 
for families 
— being rent-
ed to very-low 
income people 
in the five-sto-
ry red building 
at 33 Encina 
Ave., off El 
Camino Real 
between Town 
and Country 
Village and 
the Palo Alto 
Medical Foun-
dation.
 The Oppor-
tunity Center 
is the focus 
of years of 
dreams and 
efforts by local groups to help 
the destitute and impoverished 
on the Midpeninsula. In 2002, 
the Urban Ministry, which 
for years helped the home-
less under the ministry of the 
Rev. Jim Burklo, merged with 
InnVision, a major provider of 
services to the homeless in San 
Jose and Santa Clara County. 
In 2004, InnVision added the 
Clara-Mateo Alliance, which 
operates a homeless shelter, 
transitional housing, and the 
Elsa Segovia drop-in center 
for women and families on the 
campus of the Veterans Affairs 

medical center in Menlo Park.
 When the floods of 1998 
washed out the Urban Minis-
try’s outdoor drop-in center 
at the Red Cross near the Palo 
Alto train station, a group 
of local community leaders 
established the Community 
Working Group to serve these 
vulnerable people.
 Eight years and $24 million 
later, the Opportunity Center 
provides these services and 
more on the ground floor, 
while the new apartments pro-
vide at least some housing for 

those who 
need it. With 
270 applica-
tions for 88 
apartments, 
“we’ll make a 
dent, but we 
still need a lot 
more afford-
able housing,” 
says Anne 
Ehresman, 
senior vice 
president of 
InnVision. 
     Most of 
the apart-
ments rent for 
$371 to $835 
per month, 
depending on 
size. Rent is 
subsidized for 

about 20 percent of the apart-
ments thanks to an endowment 
raised by the Community Work-
ing Group.
 The ground floor of the 
Opportunity Center is an 
amazing place. Toward the 
railroad tracks is a drop-in 
center for singles with a wide 
range of services from laundry 
and lockers, to computers and 
counseling.
 Toward El Camino is a new 
family drop-in center with 
a separate entrance, where 
residents and people from the 
community, and their kids, 

can gather, and tap into social 
services and computers. “We 
have tutoring, cooking, a game 
night, and a movie night,” says 
case manager Kristin Chandler. 
“It’s open to the community 
and people who live here.”
 Plus, there’s a clothes closet 
and a medical clinic.
 Urban Ministry and Clara-
Mateo programs in other loca-
tions are still operating under 
InnVision Peninsula Programs. 
The Urban Ministry’s Palo 
Alto food closet is celebrating 
its 30th year. Hotel de Zink is 
still providing shelter, rotat-
ing among Palo Alto churches. 
And hot meals are served ever 
day at area churches, including 
Sunday dinners at Holy Trinity 
Church in Menlo Park.
  Over in Building 323D at 
the Veterans Affairs medi-
cal center in Menlo Park, the 
Clara-Mateo Alliance still 

provides 141 beds for families, 
singles and couples, along with 
counseling, help with jobs, 
and programs for children. 
The Elsa Segovia Center offers 
drop-in services for women 
and families, including three 

days a week of pre-school from 
Family Connections.
 Like the Opportunity Cen-
ter, the shelter at Clara-Mateo 
separates families from singles, 
with different entrances. For 
both families and singles, there 
is a 90-day emergency shelter 
program, as well as six-months 
of transitional housing for 

people who have stabilized, 
says Emma Calderon, director 
of the family shelters. Residents 
live in dormitory-style rooms 
with shared bathrooms.
 “To date we’ve served close to 
400 people this year,” says Ms. 
Calderon. Eighty percent of shel-
ter residents move to stable hous-
ing, and 100 percent from the 
transitional housing, she notes.
 Some lucky residents, includ-
ing Winston and seven fami-
lies, got to move from Clara-
Mateo to the new apartments 
in the Opportunity Center.
 For Winston the move 
has been inspiring. Once an 
agricultural inspector for the 
state, and a teacher of people 
with disabilities, he descended 
into drugs and alcohol. “I lost 
my apartment. I lived from 
friend to friend, and soon I 
had no friends,” he says in an 
interview at the Opportunity 
Center. “Like most of us, I was 
my own worst enemy.”
  He lived on the street and in 
the bushes, and did the hardest 
thing. He asked for help.
 Winston spent the last seven 
months at Clara-Mateo. Now 
he’s working with the volun-
teer Downtown Streets team of 
homeless who clean the streets 
of Palo Alto, and get vouchers, 
transit tickets and goodies in 
return. The center staff is try-
ing to arrange for him to receive 
Social Security for a disability 
so he can pay the rent.
 And now that he has privacy, 
Winston is trying to catch up on 
his reading and his writing. “I 
write mostly poems and short 
stories,” he says. “My pain 
seems to be in my muse.” A
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Happy Holidays!

From:
Images of Woodside Beauty Salon 

3040 Woodside Rd. Woodside, Ca (650)851-7103
www.imagesofwoodside.com (located near Bucks Restaurant)

Images Salon off ers a full line of Treatments and Services For Hair, Nails, and Skin

Help Restore Your Local Creek!
The San Francisquito Watershed Council
needs your help restoring streamside habitat.

DATE

OCT 7

NOV 4

DEC 2

ACTIVITY

Ivy removal / planting prep

Native planting

Native planting

LOCATION

El Palo Alto Park, PA

El Palo Alto Park, PA

Woodside Elementary

Volunteers are also needed at the Native Plant Nursery – Nursery@Acterra.org Ryan Navratil

~The San Francisquito Watershed Council~ 650.961.1035 x310

Volunteer@SanFrancisquito.org

It’s good for the environment and it’s fun!

For locations and directions: see www.SanFrancisquito.org/Events

This project is sponsored in part by the Dept of Water Resources Urban Streams Restoration Program, the NOAA
Community-Based Restoration Program (NOAA-CRP), the Institute for Fisheries Resources– NOAA CRP

Partnership, and the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program – a program of C/CAG

~All activities 9:30am to 12:30 pm~

Veronica Weber/Palo Alto Weekly

Mary Ann Morgan, left, and Beth Keating share a laugh while reading the paper at the Opportunity Center.
Gifts to the Holiday Fund benefit 
InnVision, a provider of services 
to homeless people. For more 
information, call 853-8672 or go 
to innvision.org. To see poems 
by a resident of the Opportunity 
Center, go to AlmanacNews.com. 
Under Town Square, click on “View 
all Town Square postings” and then 
the “Around Town” category.

‘To date we’ve served close 
to 400 people this year.’

EMMA CALDERON,
DIRECTOR OF FAMILY SHELTERS

2 0 0 6  H O L I D AY  F U N D
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Gimme shelter: Teens
in trouble find refuge
at Your House South
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

When things are said 
that can’t be unsaid, 
when tempers flare 

and fists are raised, there’s a safe 
haven for troubled teens in San 
Mateo County.
 Located in a nondescript 
three-bedroom house off West 
Selby Lane, Your House South 
is a refuge for runaway teens 
while they and their families 
work on reuniting. 
 It’s one of 20 programs, rang-
ing from a 24-hour suicide pre-
vention hotline to transitional 
housing for foster care wards, 
that are offered by Youth and 
Family Enrichment Services, 
a San Carlos-based nonprofit 
agency serving San Mateo 
County residents.
 Whether they’re brought in by 
the police, or are referred by a 
school counselor or a friend, most 
teens at Your House South are 
only 14 or 15 years old, says pro-
gram coordinator Rina Abrams.
  Some leave home because of 
abuse — parents who use fists or 
phone cords to inflict corporal 
punishment. Some are escaping 
parents who abuse drugs and 
alcohol, she said. Quite a few are 
first-generation Americans rebel-
ling against their very traditional 
parents, she says.
 “Right now, we 
have two kids in 
the house who 
speak Tagalog, 
one who speaks 
Burmese and one 
who speaks Hin-
di,” Ms. Abrams 
says. “We have a 
diverse staff, and 
we have diverse kids.”
 On an annual budget of 
$550,000, Your House South 
provides crisis interventions, 
counseling sessions, homework 
help and 24-hour-a-day super-
vision. It costs about $148 a day 
per child, says Ms. Abrams. 
 Placement is voluntary, and 
kids who stay at Your House 
South must agree to abide 
by house rules. They receive 
individual and family counsel-
ing, attend group sessions and 
do chores, all while attending 
school and doing homework. 
 Although it’s hard to believe, 
the teens thrive when rules are 
clear and consistent, following 
them brings rewards, and break-
ing rules brings consequences, 
says Bob Rybicki, the executive 
director of Youth and Family 
Enrichment Services.
 “The counselors try to teach 

age-appropriate parenting 
skills,” says Mr. Rybicki. “Basi-
cally, we’re modeling parent-
ing skills for the parents while 
they’re there. A lot of the time, 
parents drop off the kid, and 
say, ‘Now fix my kid.’ But it’s 
not (about) fixing the kids, it’s 
fixing the family system.”
 About 90 percent of the time 
it works, he says. Usually it 
takes a few sessions for the staff 
to uncover the real source of 
the problems, though, he says. 
 “People say they are in crisis 
because of their child is fail-
ing out of the ninth grade, but 
the reason he’s failing is usu-
ally much more loaded,” says 
Ms. Abrams. “There are other 
issues in the home that aren’t as 
easy to talk about, but they tell 
us, ‘This is happening because 
he’s failing,’ or ‘Everything was 

fine until she got 
her lip pierced 
and shaved her 
head.’”
 But in some 
families, there 
are problems 
that the staff 
can’t solve, par-
ticularly when 

it comes to serious drug and 
alcohol addiction, says Ms. 
Abrams. “It’s heartbreaking,” 
she says.
 When that happens, the staff 
makes referrals and connects 
families to a range of services, 
including academic help, out-
patient counseling and after-
school programs. If the teen’s 
safety is at risk, the Child Pro-
tective Services steps in.
 “Because there are such poor 
outcomes for kids in the foster 
care system, we try really hard 
to reunite the family,” Mr. 
Rybicki says.
 Youth and Family Enrich-
ment Services relies on private 
donations for about $1.2 mil-
lion of its $8.6 million annual 
budget, as Mr. Rybicki. The 
Almanac’s Holiday Fund is a 
major source of private dona-
tions for the agency, he says.  A

Gifts to the Holiday Fund benefit 
Youth and Family Enrichment 
Services.
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Placement is voluntary, 
and kids who stay at 
Your House South 

must agree to abide 
by house rules.

■  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Provides after-school academic support and activities for 
2,600 young people, 6 to 18, at clubhouses in Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and Redwood City 
and offers programs at Flood and Belle Haven schools in 
Menlo Park and McNair School in East Palo Alto.

■  Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, 
and sometimes financial assistance to families in need, 
regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets for more than 2,000 households.

■  Family Connections
Provides free pre-school programs for children from low-
income families in Belle Haven, parts of Redwood City and 
East Palo Alto. Parents must be involved in the education 
program, which operates on the Belle Haven School campus 
and the Clara-Mateo Homeless Shelter in Menlo Park Monday-
Saturday mornings.

■  Ravenswood Family Health Center
Provides primary medical and preventive health care for all 
ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East Palo Alto. It also 
operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 16,500 
registered patients, most are low income and uninsured 
from the ethnically diverse East Palo Alto, Belle Haven, and 
North Fair Oaks area.

■  InnVision Peninsula Programs
Works with homeless and at-risk families and individuals 
to reach self-sufficient living. Services reach 6,000 via 
Opportunity Center of the Midpeninsula, Palo Alto Food Closet, 
Hotel de Zink Rotating Church Shelter, Breaking Bread Hot 
Meals, Clara-Mateo Alliance Shelter, and Elsa Segovia Center.

■  St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room
Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week to people 
in need who walk through the doors. St. Anthony’s, funded 
entirely by voluntary contributions, is the largest dining room 
for the needy between San Francisco and San Jose. It also 
offers emergency food and clothing assistance.

■  Second Harvest Food Bank
The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of 
food last year. It gathers donations from individuals and busi-
nesses and distributes food to some 162,000 people each 
month through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

■  Shelter Network
Provides short-term shelter and transitional housing and 
services to more than 3,100 homeless people and children 
each year. Offers five programs for families and individuals to 
become self-sufficient and return to permanent housing.

■  Teen Pregnancy Prevention Coalition
Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help 
teens make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of 
teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its “Teen 
Talk” program” last year served 3,650 youth at 23 public 
school sites in the county.

■  Youth and Family Enrichment Services
Provides over 20 programs to help people who struggle with 
substance abuse, domestic violence, mental health, relation-
ship and communications issues. The mission of YFES is to 
strengthen communities by empowering youth, families, and 
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, edu-
cation, and residential services.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund will go 
directly to the programs that benefit Pen-

insula residents. Last year, Almanac readers 
contributed more than $100,000, and with avail-
able matching grants, over $150,000 was raised 
for 10 agencies that feed the hungry, house the 
homeless and provide numerous other services 
to those in need.
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be 

matched to the extent possible by generous com-
munity corporations, foundations and individuals, 
including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. No ad-
ministrative costs will be deducted from the gifts, 
which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be 
shared equally among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the following agencies will be supported by the Almanac’s Holiday Fund:

For more information about the Peninsula Community Foundation go to www.pcf.org. The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for 
donations received before Dec. 31, 2006, unless the donor checks the anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The foundations and companies named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

Please make checks payable to: THE HOLIDAY FUND. Enclose this coupon and send to:
The Holiday Fund, The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Name of donor ______________________________________________Amount $ ______________

Street address _______________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________State _______________ Zip ____________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.  ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In honor of: ❑ In memory of: ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

G iving to the 
H olidayFund

Your gift helps children and others in need

Rotary Club 
of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

Community Foundation Silicon Valley
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PARKSIDE GRILLEPARKSIDE GRILLE
Nestled in the wooded hills ofNestled in the wooded hills of

Portola Valley just 4 minutes west of 280Portola Valley just 4 minutes west of 280

� � M Make Your Holiday Partyake Your Holiday Party
Memorable In Beautiful Portola ValleyMemorable In Beautiful Portola Valley

� � R Reserve Our Neweserve Our New
Renovated Private RoomsRenovated Private Rooms

� � For Info Please Contact Our Event For Info Please Contact Our Event
Organizer at 650-529-9007Organizer at 650-529-9007

Dinner: Every NightDinner: Every Night
Lunch: Tuesday - FridayLunch: Tuesday - Friday

650-529-9007 • 884 Portola Rd. Portola Valley
www.parksidegrille.net

HolidayGift
Guide

 Breakfast December 2, 9 & 16
8 - 10 AM
Families visit with Santa over a 
hearty breakfast buffet and Santa’s 
helpers lead you in Christmas carols.  
$14.95 per person

Teddy Bear Tea December 2, 9, & 16
3 - 5 PM
Pianist and storyteller Liz Cirone 
entertains while guests enjoy finger 
sandwiches and holiday sweets.  
Children are encouraged to bring 
their favorite teddy bear. 
Adults: $28, Children (10 & under): $15

 Christmas Dinner December 25
11 AM - 6 PM
Adults: $65, Children (5-12): $30

New Years Eve December 31
5:30 - 10 PM
Four Course Prix-Fixe Menu
$80 per person, $100 for Lobster Entreé

Enjoy the
Holidays at the

Stanford Park Hotel

100 El Camino Real • Menlo Park

Call for Reservations today!
650-322-1234

with Santa

Buffet

Special Holiday Guest Rooms
Rates Starting at Just... $149

• GRANDS •
BabyGrand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1495
Petite Grand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1995
Kimball  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3995
Yamaha. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6995
Steinway M   . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18995
Steinway B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24995

• UPRIGHTS •
Console  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $695
Player Piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1995
Yamaha U-1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3495
Kawai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3495
Sohmer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4995
Steinway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5995

We have a great selection of 
new and used fine pianos. 
Steinway, Mason & Hamlin, 
Yamaha, and more.

DISCOUNTS!
ALL NEW PIANOS 
ON SALE NOW! Free Delivery. 

Easy Terms

The Perfect Family Gift

**Holiday Rent Specials**
Rent A Piano for the Holidays! 

$100 Includes delivery & pick up
~ Ground Floor Only

Christmas Delivery OK

(650) 949-2800
4333 El Camino, Palo Alto

Open 7Days

PIANO
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Open 10-4 Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday
67 Encina, one block north of Elmbarcadero Rd., Palo Alto  650 324-8791  

We invite you to see 
our collection 

of  Distinctive Gifts
for the Holidays.

It's better to Gift
than to Receive.

700 El Camino Real         Menlo Park        (650) 325-MEALS700 El Camino Real Menlo Park (650) 325-MEALS (6325)(6325)

Create mouth watering meals from the freshest 
ingredients prepared in our kitchen and cooked in yours. 

“What’s for dinner?”
Two simple answers

Attend a Deeelish! Session

Reserve your session online at Deeelish.com

Select your gourmet meals from our fresh monthly menu 

Arrive on your scheduled day to assemble your meals 
or let us do the work and simply stop by and pick them up

1

2

3

Need dinner now? – Take advantage of Dine2Nite

Come directly to our Deeelish! Kitchen

Select one or more of our gourmet meals
already assembled and vacuum packed by our staff

Take it home and serve a gourmet dinner tonight! 

1

2

3

it’s your choice!

Serve a Gourmet Dinner Tonight!
Without shopping, slicing, dicing or cleaning up!

No time to attend a session?
We’ll happily prepare your meals for you.  Just stop by and pick them up!

www.deeelish.com

FALLAG

Enter: FALLAG Free Meal in NOTES section at online checkout

Taste of Deeelish! Specials

 Must present coupon at time of pick up. Free meal lesser or equal value of purchased dinner.

Free
Dine2Nite dinner

with the purchase of a full session with the purchase of one or more Dine2Nite Dinners

Free
Dine2Nite dinner

May not be combined with any other offer or discount. Expires 12/31/06. One coupon per customer
May not be combined with any other offer or discount. Expires 12/31/06. One coupon per customer

www.deeelish.com

The Phillips Brooks faculty in India with the NAIS delegation.

Loving to Learn
What if learning lasted a lifetime?

What if the adults in a school community were
also passionate learners? What if they traveled
the world to gain a deeper understanding of it
and share their learning with others? What
would that look like?

The Phillips Brooks School
Loving to Learn & Learning to Love

Financial aid available
Preschool – 5th Grade
2245 Avy Avenue

Menlo Park, CA 94025
650.854.4545

www.phillipsbrooks.org
Catherine Lee, Director of Admissions

To advertise in this special 

Holiday 
Gift 
Guide 
Section 

Call Neal Fine at 

650-854-2626 

ext. 233 

or Roxanne Bates at 

650-854-2626 

ext. 245
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Healthy Living
Through Pilates 

Movement
Serving the community 

since 2003

   
All certifi ed Pilates Instructors 

Private/duet Sessions

Over 25 Group Classes per Week:
• Mat Classes 

• Performer Classes
• Pole (Sprint/Pulley) Classes

1800 El Camino Real 
Suite C., Menlo Park 
(650) 325-Zone (9663)
info@thepilateszone.com
www.thepilateszone.com

GIFT CERTIFICATESGIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE          AVAILABLE

Come in for fast service!
NO LINES - NO WAITING

GIFT WRAPPING
PACKAGING FOR MAILING!

Shipping anywhere via
UPS, FEDERAL EXPRESS

and other carriers

WOODSIDE MAIL OFFICE
2995 Woodside Road, Suite 400

Woodside • (650) 851-2560
Monday to Friday

8:30 to 5:30
Saturday

9:00 to 1:00

LOS ALTOS MAIL OFFICE
101 First Street, Los Altos

(650) 948-5110
(ample parking in rear)

Monday to Friday
7:30 to 6:00

Saturday
7:30 to 5:00

Allegro Framing
Amigos Grill
Bianchini’s Market
Cashin Company
Curves
Diane’s Beauty
Konditorei
Ladera Automotive
Ladera Chevron
Ladera Cleaners
Ladera Country Deli
Ladera Garden Center
Mike's Cafe
Red Lotus 
Round Table Pizza 
Washington Mutual 
Bank
UPS Store

Shop in a relaxed country setting in 
Ladera on Alpine Road, just west of 
Highway 280… the friendly, personal 
service of all the merchants at the 
Ladera Country Shopper is only min-
utes away from Ladera, Portola Valley, 
Woodside, and Menlo Park.  Stop by. It 
will put a smile on your face.

Sand Hill Road

Alpine Road

am
eda  de las P

ulgas

280

N

LADERA
COUNTRY
SHOPPER

Just west of Hwy 280 
in Portola Valley

Holiday Shopping

country style.

Ladera Country Shopper
   3 1 3 0  A L P I N E  R O A D

For Your Dining Pleasure Cafe Hours:

Breakfast: Weekends 7:30am-11:30am
Lunch: 11:00am-4:00pm •  Dinner: 4:00pm-9:00pm  • 7 Days A Week

To guarantee your pie and other 
bakery goods place your order today.

CLOSED Christmas Day

Specialty Items for the Holidays
The Best Pumpkin and Pecan Pies 

Holiday Stollen, Various Breads and Cookies 
Special Theme Cookies 

The Woodside Bakery  Café&

BAKERY
(650) 851-7247

CAFÉ
(650) 851-0812

3052 WOODSIDE ROAD, WOODSIDE

W
oodside Bakery

&

C
a
fé

Saturday, Dec. 9th • 10:30am-5:30pm
To Benefit Global Fund For Women

640 Waverley St. Palo Alto between Hamilton & Forest 650.322.2519

Open Mon  10:30-5:30,  Tues - Sat  10:30-5:30
Now Open Sundays thru Dec. 24th 12-4pm

HolidayGiftGuide
HOLIDAY
EVENTS

Peninsula Women’s Chorus “Carols, 
Lullabies, Landscapes,” a concert explor-
ing the moods of winter. Dec. 9, 8pm 
and Dec. 10, 4pm. $15-$20. St. Patrick’s 
Seminary, 320 Middlefield Rd, Menlo Park. 
650.327.3095. Also Dec. 17, 3pm. $15-$20. 
Mission Santa Clara, 500 El Camino Real, 
Santa Clara. 650.327.3095. 
Schola Cantorum “Now Is the Time.” A 
holiday concert with Menlo Brass Quintet. 
Dec. 10, 4pm. $18-$22. Los Altos United 
Methodist Church, 655 Magdalena Ave, Los 
Altos. 650.254.1700. 
Kepler’s Holiday Party with a choco-
late fountain, cookies and holiday gift wrap-
ping. Dec. 7, 6 p.m. Presentation by John 
Scharffenberger, chocolatier. 7:30 p.m. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. 650.324.4321. 
The West Bay Model Railroad Asso-
ciation will hold its holiday show Dec. 
8-10 at the former baggage/freight building 
for the Menlo Park train station near the 
intersection of Ravenswood Ave. and Merrill 
Street. Kids and adults are invited. Many 
models of passenger and freight trains that 
operated during the steam and diesel eras 
will be on display and running. There will be 
special appearances by Thomas the Tank 
Engine and James the Red Engine. Railroad 
artifacts, photos and other memorabilia will 
be on display. The show will be open to the 
public on Friday, Dec. 8, from 7 to 10 p.m.; 
Saturday, Dec. 9, from noon to 6 p.m.; and 
Sunday Dec. 10, from noon to 5 p.m. Admis-
sion is free, but donations are appreciated. 
Raffle tickets for a new train set will be on 
sale at the door. The drawing will be held at 
the end of the show Sunday. All donations 
will be used to maintain and improve the 
layout. For more information, call 650-322-
9335.
The Community Service Club stu-
dents at La Entrada School will col-
lect new, unwrapped toys for children in the 
community. Bring toys for kids of all ages to 
the front of La Entrada Middle School, 2200 
Sharon Road, Menlo Park, between 7:40 
and 8 a.m. during the week of Dec. 4-8. (If 
you’re not an early riser, you can bring them 
into the office.) The toys can be for any age 
child. Especially needed are toys for kids 
ages 12-18 who are often overlooked. Good 
ideas for this age group are basketballs, 
soccer balls, footballs and gift cards. 
Santa comes to the fire station!
The Woodside Fire Protection District is 
holding its annual holiday open house on 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
at all three of its stations: 3111 Woodside 
Road in Woodside, 135 Portola Road in 
Portola Valley, and 4091 Jefferson Ave. in 
Emerald Hills. Santa is scheduled to visit 
each of the stations during the open house. 
Firefighters will collect new, unwrapped toys 
for their “Toys for Tots” drive. Call 851-1594 
for information.
“’Twas the Night Before Christmas”
Based on Clement Moore’s poem and pre-
sented by Dancers Repertory Theatre and 
Menlo Park Academy of Dance. A cast of 
100 dancers perform classical and tradition-
al holiday music. Dec. 9-10. $16 adults /$12 
seniors and children. Woodside High School 
Theater, Woodside Road, Redwood City. 
Call 323-5292. www.twasthenight.org
Woodside Village Band 20th Annual 
Christmas Concert Sat., Dec. 9, 3 p.m. 
Program includes seasonal works by Holst, 
Irving Berlin, Leroy Anderson, and others. 
Free. Woodside Village Church, 3154 Wood-
side Road, Woodside. Call 851-1642. www.
windband.org/woodside/
Farmhouse Christmas Tea Lunches
Dec. 7-10, noon. A hot meal including appe-
tizer, entrÈe choice and Yuletide dessert 
with a Christmas Blend Tea. Guests age 12 
and up. Reservations required. $40 pre-
paid. Yerba Buena Nursery, 19500 Skyline 
Blvd., Woodside. Call 851-1668. www.yerba-
buenanursery.com
“Winter Salon” 30 artists present con-
temporary art and fine crafts for Holiday 
shopping. Wall art, jewelry, sculpture and 
ceramics created by local artists. Through 
Dec. 24. Gallery 9 Hours: Mon.-Sat., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Gallery 9, 143 Main St., Los 
Altos. www.gallery9losaltos.com
A Musical Solstice A candlelit, partici-
patory winter solstice ritual. Choral music 
by Joan McMillen, sung by Voices of the 
Coming Tribe. Dec. 10, 7:30 p.m. Free; 
donations accepted. Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 505 E. Charleston Road, Palo Alto. 
Call 858-2436.
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Where Picture Framing is an Art™

1047 EL CAMINO REAL, MENLO PARK • 323-1097

Monday • Saturday 10am - 6pm • Closed Sundays • Thursday Till 9pm

The Great Frame Up.The Great Frame Up.

You can’t beat our frames.
But you can beat the holiday rush.

The holiday rush will soon be on.  So there’s no time 
like the present to frame that special present at The 
Great Frame Up.  So save money.  And save the holiday 
crowd hassles.  Frame now - and give later.

off Frames & Materials 
on orders placed By 
November 30th, 2006

• Gift  Cert i f icates  Avai lable

20% 9
Tim

e Winn
e
r

Exquisite, wearable 
jewels for all occasions

Exceptional Design,

Resetting and

Restoration Services

THE STANFORD BARN
700 WELCH ROAD  SUITE 102
PALO ALTO, CA (650) 321-5994
Open: 11-6 Tue-Fri, Sat: 11-4:30

DARREN MCCLUNG
PRECIOUS JEWELRY

“The

Beautiful imported European
• Lingerie for everyday and 
special occasions
• Unique and luxurious 
sleepwear
• High quality hosiery and 
accessories

Chantelle
    PrimaDonna
        Lise Charmel
             Verena Designs
             …and many others…

1139 Chestnut Street, Menlo Park
650-325-2965

ela@elalingerie.com

Warm and inviting ambience.

New lines arriving weekly 
in time for the holiday 
shopping season.

Expert fi ttings and personal-
ized service by owner, Marcia.

a

oman”

Open Monday through Saturday from 10am to 6pm

W
of BeingArt

ELAELA
LINGERIE

Simplify your life.
At least a little bit.
Call Maid Brigade for all your 
housecleaning needs. Licensed 
Bonded & Insured.  Every Cleaning 
Inspected & Guaranteed!

All Equipment & Supplies Provided

Maid Brigade 
of the Peninsula

650-368-2102
http://peninsula.maidbrigade.com

Maid Brigade of the Peninsula

SAVE Up To $100!
When you join our

Preferred Client Program
EXPIRES 1/1/07

Gift Certifi cates
Available!

Pick the offer that suits your needs!

SAVE $50!
$30 Off Your 1st Visit
$20 Off Your 3rd Visit

EXPIRES 1/1/07

SAVE $30!
On An

Initial Cleaning
EXPIRES 1/1/07

HolidayGiftGuide
 Instead of braving the mall, 
why not take an afternoon and 
make some simple homemade 
goodies in your own kitchen?
 Gifts of food are one-size-
fits-all. Goodies are rarely the 
wrong color. And since they 
can’t be returned, they are sure 
to be eaten. 
 Here are some sure-fire sug-
gestions:

No-fail mocha nut fudge
1 jar (7-1/2 ounce) marshmallow 
creme
1 cup sugar
2/3 cup evaporated milk
1/2 stick butter
3 tablespoons instant coffee powder
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 package (12 ounce) semisweet 
chocolate bits
1 cup chopped walnuts
 Combine marshmallow creme, 
sugar, evaporated milk, butter, cof-
fee powder and salt in medium-size 
saucepan. Bring to a full boil. Boil 
five minutes over medium heat, stir-
ring constantly. Remove from heat.
 Add chocolate bits, stirring until 
chocolate is melted and smooth. 
Stir in 1/2 cup nuts. Pour into foil-
lined 9-inch square baking pan. Top 
with remaining nuts.
 Chill for at least two hours or until 
firm. Cut into squares. Cover tightly 
and store in refrigerator.

Toffee bars
1 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
1 egg yolk
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 cups sifted flour
1 cup semisweet chocolate bits
1 cup chopped walnuts
 Cream butter, sugar, egg and 
vanilla. Add flour, mix well. Stir in 
chocolate bits and nuts. Pat into 
ungreased 9-inch by 12-inch pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 18 to 20 
minutes. Cut into bars while warm. 
Cool.

Nuts and bolts
There are many variations on “nuts 
and bolts.” The mixture can include 
snack crackers, potato sticks, pret-
zels, pumpkin seeds, even popped 
corn.
7 cups Chex cereal
1 cup mixed nuts
1 cup pretzel bites
3 tablespoons butter melted
1/4 teaspoon garlic salt
1/4 teaspoon onion salt
2 teaspoons lemon juice
4 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce.
 Combine Chex, nuts and pretzels 
in a large shallow baking pan. Set 
aside. Stir together remaining ingre-
dients. Gently stir spices and but-
ter into cereal mixture until evenly 
coated. 
 Bake at 250 degrees for about 45 
minutes, stirring every 15 minutes. 
Spread on paper towels to cool. 
Store in airtight container.

GIFTS FROM 
THE KITCHEN



The secret negotiations going on now to decide the size and scope 
of the Derry Lane commercial-condominium project in down-
town Menlo Park raise questions about how well the public 

— specifically, residents who signed a petition to force a referendum 
vote on the matter — will fare if the two sides reach an agreement.
 In the arcane world of referendum law, it isn’t always easy to deter-
mine where the power lies and how to proceed. Here is where we are:

■ After the City Council approved the Derry Project, resident 
Morris Brown filed a petition and with the help of many friends 
and supporters, was able to gather some 2,500 signatures order-

ing the council to either rescind 
(throw out) the project approvals 
or place the matter before the 
voters for an up or down deci-
sion. The city clerk subsequently 

announced that the petitions had the required number of valid sig-
natures and the issue was returned to the City Council for action.

■Referendum law says that if the council does not rescind 
the project, it can call for an election to be held after an 88-day 
period from the time the petitions are turned in. But there is 
nothing in the law that says the city MUST hold an election. 

■During this time, Morris Brown, who filed the petitions, and 
representatives of the O’Brien Group, which proposed the project, 
began secret talks that they hope will resolve the issue without a 
referendum vote. No one in the city, including council members 
and the news media, is apprised of the status of the talks.

■ For now, unless the council wants to take unilateral action to 
rescind the ordinances or set an election date, the project is in lim-
bo, waiting for results of the secret negotiations between the parties.

■ Some residents, including outgoing council members Mickie 

Winkler and Lee Duboc, are questioning whether Mr. Brown, the 
petition filer, has the right to bargain for the 2,500 petition signers, 
some of whom simply want a chance to vote the project up or down.

■Adding even more complexity was action taken by the coun-
cil last week to examine further whether the actual petitions 
used in the effort meet all state requirements. If not, the drive is 
invalid and an election is a moot point.
 Mr. Brown and the O’Brien Group should be commended for 
attempting to find a way to make the Derry project acceptable 
to all parties, without going to a costly referendum election. 
But even though any changes would have to be approved by the 
Planning Commission and the new City Council, will all of the 
petition signers be satisfied if an alternative design is chosen? 
 Mr. Brown assumes that he has the right to bargain for 2,500 peti-
tion signers, an assumption that at least raises some questions. The 
acting city attorney, Dan Siegel, told the Almanac last week that Mr. 
Brown does have some limited ability to forge a compromise with the 
project developer. But ultimately, the council will have to approve any 
deal and decide at that time whether a referendum vote is needed.
 We urge the new council to be very careful if they consider a 
compromise on the Derry project. It would be a terrible mistake to 
assume a settlement would be acceptable to everyone, only to have 
the issue fall apart under the weight of a lawsuit from petition sign-
ers who sought only to have an up or down vote on the issue.
 The only way the council can protect the city from that outcome 
is to make sure the next Derry hearings, if they come, are open wide 
to public comment, and that the council acknowledges testimony 
from all sides. It will be a good test to see if the new council truly is 
ready to move away from the divisive tactics of the past and bring 
the often contentious factions in the community together. 
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Our Regional 
Heritage
This fountain in Atherton’s 
Holbrook-Palmer Park is from 
the original estate of Charles 
Holbrook, who left his estate to 
the city. The fountain will soon be 
removed for restoration, using 
money left over from the recent 
campaign supporting Measure W, 
the city’s parcel tax initiative.

Atherton Heritage Association

Derry project negotiations raise questions
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Cheers for retiring 
council members
Editor:
 Before too much time passes, 
I would like to enthusiastically 
thank the three Menlo Park City 
Council members who are step-
ping down in December.
 In my opinion, council mem-
bers Lee Duboc, Nicholas Jellins 
and Mickie Winkler have served 
the community well during very 
contentious times.
 I am sure of one thing: Anyone 
who serves on the council wishes 
to improve or maintain the qual-
ity of life here as best as they 
know how. Honest disagreement 
is bound to occur, but past council 
members deserve all of our thanks 
for their time and hard work.
 Incidentally, while Mickie 
Winkler may have come in last 
in the recent elections, I don’t 
know of any past incumbent 
who worked more diligently or 
creatively for the city.
 So, onward and upward 
everyone. And may all fac-
tions work together to improve 
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our city, starting with the El 
Camino corridor. Somehow 
we need to improve traffic f low 
and, at the same time, adopt 
the regional “Grand Boule-
vard” concept for El Camino 
in Menlo Park. I truly wish the 
new council success in this and 
all other matters.

Reg Rice
Tioga Drive, Menlo Park

Divided council in 
eye of beholdler
Editor:
 For some time the edito-
rial page of your newspaper has 
been exclaiming how much the 
Menlo Park City Council has 
been divided as though that is a 
bad thing. And you have chosen 
sides. That is your prerogative.
 In my view, it is natural for 
council members to vote the 
way their constituents favor. 
Menlo Park is a divided town. 
A large portion of its residents 
want very little change. Another 
large portion supports con-
trolled change. This past elec-
tion will not change their views. 
Fortunately, both groups will 
still be represented on the new 
council.
 However, the pendulum swings 
and it is clear that our residents 
feel there has been too much 
change, too fast. Even so, after 
the dust settles, I suspect that the 
3 to 2 voting that your newspaper 
has been touting as bad will still 
show up as frequently as before. 
Common sense and logic will 

prevail. The world is gray, not 
black or white. 
 I hope you will permit me to 
publicly express my appreciation 
to Nicholas Jellins, Mickie Win-
kler, and Lee Duboc for their 
years of devoted service to Menlo 
Park. They have participated in 
hundreds of meetings, spending 
thousands of hours serving our 
city unselfishly. I am proud to 
have worked with them and the 
other council members.
 Finally, I also wish to congratu-
late the new members of council 

and wish them success and good 
judgment as they serve their 
terms of office. I am confident 
that our new council will be just 
as devoted to Menlo Park’s resi-
dents as the previous council.

John A. O’Malley
Planning Commissioner

Hidden Oaks Drive, Menlo Park

Signal not the answer 
at Menlo Avenue
Editor:
 Like others I am dismayed to 

hear of another traffic accident 
at University Drive and Menlo 
Avenue. Clearly the intersec-
tion is still in need of safety 
improvements.
 However, introducing traf-
fic lights will not necessarily 
improve safety.
 For example, if the light is a 
typical “green/go, red/stop” that 
means drivers can make turns into 
the intersection without stopping 
while pedestrians are in a cross-
walk. At least now all drivers have 
to come to a complete stop.
 Even without pedestrians in 
the crosswalk, cars will be able 
to move through the intersec-
tion at driving speed, while now 
all cars always have to stop. That 
would mean more car mass trav-
eling at greater velocity more of 
the time. 
 That’s not the way to increase 
safety. And unless the entire 
intersection is reconfigured, the 
crosswalks will still be “offset,” 
as they are now. If the offset 
design is the root problem for 
drivers, introducing lights may 
not be the solution. 

 John Kadvany
College Avenue, Menlo Park

In defense of 
Thanksgiving turkey
Editor:
 Malcolm Davidson’s vegan 
overkill, “The power to pardon 
a turkey,” (Almanac, Nov. 22) 
added an extra bit of aromatic 
spice to our Thanksgiving feast.
 I’m not sure about pardoning 
a frozen turkey, but the modest 
$7.99 ours cost at Safeway gave 
a parasite-free, predator-free, 

and hunger-free (if short) life to 
a bird that otherwise wouldn’t 
have existed at all. I doubt if 
our domestic bird would have 
traded its life for that of its wild 
cousin, destined eventually to 
be torn apart by a pack of coy-
otes, or perhaps teased to death 
by cougar kittens.
 Our turkey being roughly the 
70th Thanksgiving bird I have 
celebrated since I was weaned 
in the mid-1930s, I don’t spend 
a lot of time worrying about 
the purported toxic effects of 
eating it and its ilk. Rather, I 
can rest assured that I have par-
taken of complete protein with 
a good selection of vitamins, 
something difficult though not 
impossible to achieve with a 
vegan diet.
 And, best of all, I enjoy real 
turkey and don’t have to indulge 
in Mr. Davidson’s self-deceptive 
“mock turkey.” To put the shoe 
on the other foot, I have never 
had the desire to deceive myself 
by making believe that a turkey 
is actually a mock “soy, lentil or 
nut roast.” (Our turkey, how-
ever, was stuffed with nuts as 
well as apples, sausage, giblets, 
onions, and croutons.)
 Mr. Davidson is more than 
welcome to choose his own 
poison but should preach to 
the unconverted in a more 
restrained fashion.

Lawrence S. Lerner
Stadler Drive, Woodside
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By Nancy Baglietto

Here’s to you, the Tuesday/Thursday morning 
bicyclists from Palo Alto. Because of you I 
experienced how efficiently the (Woodside/

Portola Valley) fire department responds, the emer-
gency room at Sequoia Hospital and an unexpected 
visit to the dentist for a broken tooth. Let’s not men-
tion the three days of work I missed.
 Let me refresh your mind. On 
Thursday, Nov. 16, I was walking 
down Portola Road near Willow-
brook Road — not even in your path 
— when a cyclist at the front of your 
pack launched a bottle of water. It hit 
me in the face with enough force to send me to 
the ground head first on the trail.
 You kept going. Had this happened from a 
vehicle you would have been identifiable from 
your car license. All I have to go on is the Alto 
Velo Jersey — sponsored by Webcor Builders. In 
fact, the bottle was imprinted with Alto Velo.
 My friend, Sylvia, ran into the road and stopped 
a few of the cyclists at the end of the pack to help 
until someone arrived. Fortunately, Dr. Jeffrey 

Saal stopped to give some assistance until the 
paramedics arrived.
 I confronted the cyclists on Tuesday morn-
ing on Portola Road, my face still swollen and 
distorted, and told them they needed to find the 
person who launched the bottle and encourage 
him to take responsibility for his actions. On 
Wednesday, the person did call and said he was 

aiming the bottle at a passing car. Just 
think if the bottle had hit a child on his 
way to school.
 Do you wonder why bicyclists 
are not well liked? You travel in herds, you 
are hostile, inconsiderate, and negligent. 

You torment others by riding five to six abreast and 
purposely prevent anyone from passing.
 It is too bad stupid actions of a few ruin the 
sport for others. Your behavior is unacceptable.
 You are not welcome in Portola Valley. Go 
somewhere else to ride. Our town is small and 
not safe from your marauders.

Nancy Baglietto lives on Brookside Drive in Por-
tola Valley.

Cyclist’s errant water bottle 
leaves pedestrian injured, angry

GUEST 
OPINION

Atherton explains position on arts center
By the Atherton City Council

The Almanac’s Nov. 29 editorial misper-
ceives both the facts as well as the 
motivation of the Atherton City Coun-

cil with respect to construction of the new 
performing arts center at Menlo-
Atherton High School.
 Atherton is not opposed to con-
struction of the performing arts 
center but will welcome it as an 
asset to the community. Atherton’s 
only interest is that it be designed 
and built in accordance with 
applicable laws and operated with 
respect for the legitimate interests 
of the community surrounding it.
 The center represents a major 
construction project and redesign 
of the M-A campus. It will have community 
impacts during construction and thereafter, 
potentially affecting traffic patterns, parking, 
drainage, noise and need for Atherton police 
services.
 While the Sequoia Union High School Dis-
trict has engaged in several years of planning, 
including discussions with Menlo Park, the 
district chose not to involve Atherton until 
late in the process. It was not the district, but 
the Atherton City Council, that proposed 

three-way discussions involving representa-
tives of the school district, Menlo Park, and 
Atherton. Atherton tasked two of its council 
members to directly participate in those 
discussions to expedite the City Council’s 

consideration of the project. It was 
Atherton that sought the dialogue, 
and Atherton has participated in 
numerous meetings to resolve aris-
ing issues.
     The district took the position in 
discussions with Atherton that it 
was above any local oversight of the 
operation on the performing arts 
center under the California Civic 
Center Act and was exempt from 
any environmental regulation and 
requirements. Atherton disagreed; 

and when it sought legal counsel on the 
issue, the district revoked a prior agreement 
that would have avoided legal action during 
ongoing discussions between the parties.
 The district thereby forced Atherton to file 
a lawsuit within 15 days or waive the rights of 
its residents. Atherton did not want to file a 
lawsuit against the district. The lawsuit is the 
direct result of the district’s action, not that 
of Atherton. And contrary to the opinion of 
the Almanac and district, Atherton has been 

counseled that the district’s legal position is 
simply incorrect.
 Menlo Park has committed $2.6 million 
to the construction of the performing arts 
center. The district has approved the agree-
ment for Menlo Park’s participation. At 
its Nov. 28 meeting, while the Menlo Park 
City Council voted to reaffirm its monetary 
commitment to the performing arts center, 
it did not approve the proposed agreement 
with the district, citing some of the same 
issues, such as traffic impacts, of concern 
to Atherton. The Menlo Park City Council 
also recommitted itself to the three-party 
discussions with the district and Atherton 
to resolve these issues.
 Atherton seeks no “gesture of respect” as 
characterized by the Almanac, but only to 
fulfill its responsibility to protect the legiti-
mate interests of the community. And Ather-
ton is confident that, given the most recent 
commitment of Menlo Park to the process, 
remaining issues will be quickly resolved 
and the performing arts center constructed 
according to the district’s schedule.

Charles Marsala, mayor, Alan Carlson, vice 
mayor and James Janz, Kathleen McKei-
then, and Jerry Carlson, council members.

GUEST 
OPINION

Post your views and 
comments on TownSquare: 
www.AlmanacNews.com

   ■ TOWN SQUARE



Tom represented the Seller and/or buyer in the sale or purchase of  all these fine Woodside properties.
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