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Life is like a game of chess;
changing with every move.

May the moves you make throughout the New Year result in 
much providence and good fortune.

H A P P Y N E W Y E A R
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Bump this, Mojambo 
Striped metal posts along the Alameda de las Pulgas may alert 
drivers who have been backing over young street trees and 
snapping them off. The San Mateo County Public Works Department 
will gauge the effect of these 4-foot bollards before installing more 
of them near other vulnerable trees in the Alameda Streetscape 
project, said department head Neil Cullen. 

Custom jewelers

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.
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Regional
■”Green” issues catch fire in 
Portola Valley; momentum in 
Menlo Park, other local towns 
growing. Page 5

County
■ Undersheriff Greg Munks 
of Portola Valley to be sworn 
in Monday as sheriff. Page 5
■ Supervisors beef up 
countywide gang enforcement 
task force. Page 9

People
■ Retired M-A math teacher 
Margo McAuliffe helps build 
a school in Kenya. Page 7
■ Woodside teen Adriana 
Kwicinski dedicates CD to her 
dad; sales benefit pancreatic 
cancer research. Page 15

Business
■ Trish Mitchell of Menlo 
Park starts her own fragrance 
business. Page 18
■ Bouffant salon opens in 
Woodside. Page 19

Food & Drink
■ Wine, women and song in 
Woodside: Opera nights at the 
Little Store a big hit with local 
residents. Cover, Section 2
■ To BYOB or not to BYOB 
— That is the (delicate) 
question. Page 34
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CLOVER ORGANIC LOW-FAT YOGURT
6 oz. 73¢

STOUFFER’S LEAN CUISINE SPAGHETTI W/MEAT SAUCE
10 oz. – Also Chicken Florentine Lasagna – Lasagna with Meat Sauce $1.99
DIET COKE – COKE – SPRITE
12 oz. 6 Pack Cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value $2.29
QUACKER QUAKES CHEDDAR RICE SNACKS
3 oz. – Also Carmel – Nachos $1.89
JIF SIMPLY CREAMY PEANUT BUTTER
17 oz. – Also Original – Creamy – Crunchy $1.99
GREEN FOREST BATHROOM TISSUE
4 roll pack  $1.29

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

Great for Stuffing

LARGE GREEN BELLS 79¢lb.

Crown Cut

BROCCOLI CROWNS 99¢lb.

D’ANJOU PEARS 99¢lb.

6 oz.

BLACKBERRIES $1.99 a bskt.

Sale Dates:  January 3, 4, 5, 6
www.robertsmarket.com

Drinking Not To Forget
With all the newly discovered health benefits that are 

being attributed to drinking wine and other forms of alcohol 
(moderately, of course), it should come as little surprise that 
researchers have found that drinking Cabernet Sauvignon may 
help prevent Alzheimer’s disease. While this finding is based on 
laboratory work, it was still observed that drinking Cabernet 
Sauvignon was linked with significantly reduced Alzheimer’s 
disease-type brain deterioration of memory function. The ben-
efit can be explained by the fact that Cabernet Sauvignon has 
the ability to prevent the generation of proteins that cause the build-up of plaque in the brain, 
which is  the main characteristic of Alzheimer's disease. It must be stated that these effects were 
observed only with moderate wine consumption.

At ROBERTS MARKET, we love to hear a new reason to enjoy wine, and now we have a good 
one specifically for Cabernet Sauvignon. We carry many fine wines including Cabernets and we 
invite you to stop by and browse our expansive selection of high quality wines. Be sure to bring a 
bottle of your favorite wine to your next holiday function! Our wine department is the most exten-
sive in the area, more than most liquor stores. Don’t forget fresh cut flowers 
from our floral department to grace your table this holiday season!

HINT:   Moderate wine consumption is defined by FDA dietary guidelines as one 
drink per day for women and two for men.

AMBER & JEAN – GROCERY

Roberts Own

Yes, yes, Cabernet Sauvignon is one of our favorites when the days get 
shorter, the nights are longer, and the temperature outside plummets.  Warm 
up with a nice bottle of Cabernet and a hearty stew or a roast of some sort. 
Here are but a few fine examples:

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Kings Mountain Woodside Vineyards  ....... $19.99

2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley C and T Cellars  .................... $19.99

2002 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Mario Perelli Minetti  ........... $19.99

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Paso Robles Chateau Margene  ................ $34.99

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Rombauer Vineyards  ............ $35.99

2002 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Heitz Cellars  ....................... $38.99

2003 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley August Briggs  ...................... $46.99

2004 Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Philip Togui  ........................ $89.99

Special This Week from Roberts 

PORK LOIN ROAST $4.98lb.

B-B-BACK RIBS $4.98lb.

MARINATED LEG OF LAMB $8.98lb.

MARINATED LAMB TENDERLOIN $17.98lb.

Happy New Year!!!

Happy NewYear!!!

Cabernet Favorites

Cheddar cheese, onions 
and sauce – delicious

Chicken Enchilladas ~
$899

 lb.

Spanish Rice ~
$399

 lb.

from Spain
Great with Quince Paste

Manchego ~
$100

 a lb.

In Our Cheese Case
✰✰SAVE ✰✰

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Happy New Year!!!



By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Law enforcement must be in 
Greg Munks’ blood.
 San Mateo County’s 

soon-to-be new sheriff has worked 
in government for 30 years, in law 
enforcement for 27, and in San 
Mateo County for 17.
 Sheriff-elect Munks will also 
be the first sheriff in recent 
memory to live in the South 
County. He lives in Portola Val-
ley with his wife, Brenda, his sons 
Brian and Riley, two horses, two 

dogs, three cats and a goat. He 
has two grown daughters from a 
previous marriage.
 Elected without opposition 
last June, Mr. Munks will be 
sworn in to replace retiring 
Sheriff Don Horsley on Monday, 
Jan. 8, at 4 p.m. at the San Mateo 
County History Museum, 2200 
Broadway in Redwood City.
 “I’m excited about the oppor-
tunity to serve,” Undersheriff 
Munks said in an interview in 
his third-floor office in Redwood 
City. “Don has left the depart-

ment in good condition. My 
challenge is to continue that.”
 Sheriff-elect Munks has a long 
history both with the Sheriff’s 
Office and with the man he will 
succeed. He went to work as a 
sheriff’s deputy in 1977 right after 
graduating from Menlo College 
with a business degree. His boss 
was then-Sgt. Don Horsley. 
 After 12 years in Palo Alto as 
a police officer, then Human 
Resources manager, he was 
invited back to San Mateo 
County as undersheriff in 1993, 
when Don Horsley was elected 
sheriff. He has been second in 
command to Sheriff Horsley for 
the last 13 years.

 Mr. Munks will head a strong 
department with 630 employees, 
450 of them in uniform, and a 
budget of $125 million.
 “The Sheriff ’s Office is very 
different from a city police 
department,” Mr. Munks noted. 
Besides patrolling streets and 
investigating crime, the Sheriff 
is also responsible for:

■    Running the county’s jails, 
which hold some 1,200 prison-
ers in the men’s and women’s 
facilities.

■ Enforcing court orders, 
including evictions, seizure of 
property, and restraining orders.

■  Providing security for the 
courts.

■  Running the Office of Emer-
gency Services, which responds 
to disasters, and — since Sept. 
11 — Homeland Security pro-
grams related to terrorism.

■ Investigating crimes at San 
Francisco Airport as part of a 
multi-agency security effort.

■ Providing leadership in 
regional issues such as narcot-
ics, gangs, high-tech crimes, 
and sexual predators. “It doesn’t 
make sense for anybody to solve 
regional issues on their own,” 
Mr. Munks said.
 In addition, the Sheriff ’s 
Office provides local police pro-
tection to vast unincorporated 
areas of San Mateo County. “We 
serve very diverse communities: 
North Fair Oaks, Pescadero, 
Woodside and Portola Valley,” 
he said.

Local roots
 Greg Munks was born and raised 
in Palo Alto. He became involved 
in law enforcement early, and 
worked for the Woodside Patrol 

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y
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Play ball
Menlo Park firefighter John 
Giraudo shoots the ball to Zack 
Katz, left, during a quick pick-
up game of four square at with 
fourth-graders at La Entrada 
School last month. Mr. Giraudo 
came to the school as part of 
the firefighters’ Toys for Tots 
team collecting toys donated by 
community service club kids.

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

County swears in a new sheriff Monday

Portola Valley shows its green bona fides in 2006
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Chances are very good that 2007 is 
beginning, like most years since the 
start of the Industrial Revolution, 

with a higher level of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere than the year before — a trend 
that scientists say leads to global warming 
and dangerous climate change.
 While it’s a certifiable global issue, the 
impact of a warmer planet could become 
disturbingly local if, as shown in Al Gore’s 
2006 movie “An Inconvenient Truth,” half 
the ice in Greenland and the Antarctic were 
to melt, causing sea water from the San 
Francisco Bay to lap at the shoulders of U.S. 
101 near Menlo Park and Atherton. 

 Some local residents, particularly in Por-
tola Valley, are taking Mr. Gore’s message 
to heart and treating global warming as a 
local matter.
 In September, the Portola Valley Town 
Council unanimously agreed to join Palo 
Alto, Los Altos Hills and some 350 other cit-
ies and towns nationwide in signing the U.S. 
Mayors Agreement on Climate Change. 
 The Climate Change agreement com-
mits local governments to set an example 
for residents and businesses by trying to 
lower municipal greenhouse gas emis-
sions to 7 percent below 1990 levels by 
the year 2012. 
 The idea of signing the agreement has 
come up in Menlo Park and Woodside 

council meetings, but no official action 
was taken in 2006.
 In Atherton, the council rejected on 
a 2-2 vote a proposal from Councilman 
Charles Marsala to sign the agreement. 
Mayor Alan Carlson and Councilman 
Jerry Carlson were opposed, and Coun-
cilman Jim Janz supported the proposal; 
Councilwoman Kathy McKeithen was 
absent.
 Citing Atherton’s existing programs to 
recycle yard clippings and materials from 
home demolitions, Mayor Carlson said he 
didn’t see the point of signing an agree-
ment because “it makes us feel good about 
ourselves.” 

How it’s done
 How does a small town come up with a 

substantial list of greenhouse gas-lowering 
ideas? Portola Valley will use the services of 
the Toronto-based International Council 
for Local Environmental Initiatives. ICLEI 
offers long-term guidance and energy 
audits to small- to medium-sized cities and 
towns for a $600 annual fee. 
 Replacing one standard traffic signal 
with a light-emitting diode signal can 
save 10,000 watts per year, according to 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. Denver saved 5,300 metric tons of 
carbon dioxide (CO2) when it converted 
its 20,000 signals, the EPA reported.
 Portola Valley has no traffic lights. 
Woodside has one that was converted 
long ago, said Town Manager Susan 

■ Momentum in Menlo Park, other local towns, may grow in 2007. 

The Almanac/Marion Softky

Undersheriff Greg Munks won 
his new post in an uncontested 
election last June.

■ Greg Munks of Portola Valley has 
served as undersheriff for 13 years.

See GLOBAL WARMING, page 8

See NEW SHERIFF, page 6
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N E W S

while he was studying business 
administration at Menlo College. 
 “It’s a great job,” he said. It 
involves problem solving and 
helping people.
 Rising through the ranks with 
San Mateo County, and then 
Palo Alto, Mr. Munks did just 
about everything a cop can be 
assigned, from working in the 
jail and patrolling, to training, 
investigation and personnel. He 
has received commendations for 
outstanding arrests and bravery. 
In 1985 he received the Police 
Officer of the Year Award from 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
 As undersheriff in San Mateo 
County, Mr. Munks chairs the San 
Mateo County Terrorism Working 
Group, and helped develop the 
Community Alliance to Rebuild 
Our Neighborhood (CARON) to 
combat gang violence in North 
Fair Oaks. He was “incident com-
mander” throughout the Scott 
Peterson murder trial.
 Beyond police work, Mr. Munks 
has been active in the commu-
nity, from coaching youth sports 
teams to chairing the board of 
the San Mateo County Historical 

Association when it was raising 
$20 million to restore the domed 
courthouse in Redwood City to 
its 1908 facade and plaza.
 Mr. Munks is a current or 
former member of numerous 
boards of directors of organiza-
tions that work with troubled 
youth and social problems. They 
include the Service League of San 
Mateo County, Youth and Family 
Enrichment Services, Rebuilding 
Together, and the Peninsula Con-
flict Resolution Center.
 He credits his father-in-law, 
Bill Lane of Portola Valley, as his 
mentor. Mr. Lane is the former 
publisher of Sunset Magazine 
and ambassador to Australia, 
and is a leading philanthropist 
locally and nationally.
 “I learned a lot from him (Bill) 
about civic engagement and giv-
ing back to the community,” Mr. 
Munks said.

Challenges ahead
 With violent crime on the 
upswing throughout the state, 
not to mention the threat of ter-
rorism, Sheriff-elect Munks and 
his department face daunting 
challenges.
 Among them: managing and 
staffing overcrowded jails, as well 

as planning and financing a new 
women’s jail; combating gangs 
and gang violence; and crack-
ing down on other increasing 
crimes, such as identity theft and 
methamphetamine sales and use. 
“They’re the number-one drug 
threat in San Mateo County,” Mr. 
Munks said. “It’s at epidemic level 
in California.”

 The Maguire jail, opened in 
1994, houses close to 1,000 men 
in a facility designed for 800 to 
850, Mr. Munks said. Part of this 
overcrowding is due to the closure 
of five correctional facilities in the 
last 12 years, including the Honor 
Camp and the work-furlough 
program, because of budget cuts.
 Among the challenges posed by 
overcrowding is keeping members 
of conflicting gangs separated 
from each other and the mentally 

ill. “Our jails and prisons have 
become primary treatment cen-
ters for the mentally ill,” he said.
 As sheriff, Mr. Munks will 
continue working with the courts 
and mental health organizations 
to identify non-violent offenders 
and get them help. “I would rather 
intervene to get them into treat-
ment instead of into jail,” he said.
 Staffing the jails and the sher-
iff’s department “24/7” is another 
problem. With 60 percent of new 
employees living two or three 
counties away, and predictable 
gaps in staffing, overtime costs 
can bust budgets. “We are work-
ing to develop a plan for a relief 
staffing pool,” Mr. Munks said.
 A huge challenge is to plan, 
finance and build a new women’s 
jail to replace the existing over-
crowded jail. “My challenge is to 
have overflow space for men from 
Maguire,” Mr. Munks said. “We’re 
hoping to break ground in 2007.”
 The county may be gaining on 
gangs, Mr. Munks said, thanks to 
the countywide Gang Task Force 
started in 2005 and the Gang 
Intelligence Unit started in 2006.
 San Mateo County has some 
50 gangs with at least 2,000 
members, Mr. Munks said. 
“Last year was a bad year. There 
were at least 14 gang-related 
homicides in East Palo Alto.”
 The county is concentrating 

on both enforcement and pre-
vention, Mr. Munks said, and 
so far this year has been better, 
with more than 300 arrests. “I 
think we’re making headway on 
enforcement.”
 Sheriff-elect Munks will advo-
cate an approach like the feds 
used on the Mafia, he said. “We 
should treat them like criminal 
organizations and put them out 
of business.”
 He will also focus on getting 
information on crime to the 
public — for example, issuing 
warnings about a string of bur-
glaries in a community.
 Already, there is a Web site where 
people can learn about warnings 
and sign up to receive alerts. To 
keep posted on warnings and 
crime-related information in the 
area, log on at smcalert.info and at 
smsogang.org.  A

New sheriff sworn in next week
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Holiday Waste &
Recycling Collection
for Allied Waste Services Customers
Collection for New Year’s Day:
❈ Collection to all customers will occur one day later than your regularly

scheduled service day during the week of January 1, 2007.

❈ All facilities will be closed on New Year’s Day.

Christmas Tree Collection will occur on your regularly 
scheduled yard trimmings service day.
Please remember:
❈ Tree must be cut into 4 ft. sections

❈ Stands, lights and decorations must be removed

❈ Flocked trees ARE accepted

❈ Multi-family residents must call Customer Service at (650) 596-2411
Monday-Friday between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. to arrange for pickup.
Trees may be placed next to trash bins for removal.

Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

We offer 
Family haircuts, 

Hair colors, Perms, 
Wedding & Formal 

hair styles, Manicure 
& Pedicure, Facials, & 

Body treatments.
~ ~ ~

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

�

�

Correction

 In the Dec. 20 article on 
“SRI: 60 years of innova-
tion,” the Almanac mistakenly 
referred to Carl Bennion as 
one of the SRI scientists who 
founded Ridge Vineyards in 
1961. It was Dave Bennion 
who founded Ridge, along 
with Hew Crane and Charlie 
Rosen. Carl is his son.

Methamphetamines are 
‘the number-one drug 
threat in San Mateo 

County. It’s at epidemic 
level in California.’

SHERIFF-ELECT GREG MUNKS

NEW SHERIFF
continued from page 5



By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

It can be a puzzle, what to do 
when a dream long deferred 
turns out not to be what 

you anticipated. 
 Consider the ambition of 
retired Menlo-Atherton High 
School trigonometry teacher 
and Menlo Park resident Mar-
go McAuliffe. 
 “Throughout my life, for years, 
I’d come out of a daydream and 
realize that I’d been thinking of 
teaching girls in Africa,” she told 
the Almanac recently. 
 In September 2005, after 
making some preliminary 
arrangements, she packed for 
Kenya’s equatorial climate and 
headed for the airport.
 “I just kind of did it,” she 
says. “I was 69 at the time. I got 
on the airplane and they closed 
the door and I said, ‘My God, 
what have I done?’” 
 But shortly after she arrived, 
she says, she realized that 
teaching math in Kenya was 
not in the cards for her. The 
teachers she met “were very 
good,” she says. “If I were to 
come there and teach, I would 
be taking away a Kenyan 
teacher’s job.” Besides, she 
says, there was a greater need: 
fundraising. 
 Back in 2004, when she 
retired from M-A, Ms. McAu-
liffe discussed her teaching 
plans with Father Daniel Kiriti, 
a Kenyan priest who visits the 
area occasionally and says Mass 
for her Palo Alto-based church 
group, the Thomas Merton 
Center for Catholic Spiritual 
Development. Father Kiriti 
welcomed her desire to teach 
math, she says. 
 At the time, he was in the 
first phase of separating a coed 
Kenyan high school into boys 
and girls schools and was devel-
oping plans for a new girls high 
school in Naivasha, a town of 
350,000 located 65 miles north 

of the capital, Nairobi. 
 Father Kiriti needed help rais-
ing money for the school, and Ms. 
McAuliffe volunteered to help 
him raise it. “It was only after I 
got started that I realized that (the 
$300,000 project) didn’t have any 
money,” she says. “I’m the only 
fundraiser for the school.” 
 In the last 14 months, she 
says, she’s collected about 
$100,000 from friends and 
members of her church as well 

as other churches. Asked what 
fundraising has done to her 
routines, she was lighthearted: 
“What has it done? Taken over 
my life.” 
 On a recent trip to Beaverton, 
Oregon, with Father Kiriti, she 
arranged for him to say Mass 
a couple of times at St. Cecilia 
Church and give five homilies 
over five Masses. That effort 
alone raised $10,400, Ms. McAu-
liffe says. 
 “I’ve always hated asking 
people for money,” she adds. 
“It’s been a real stretch for me. 
This is so much work, and to 

just one school.” 
 She has had occasional 
thoughts of setting up a foun-
dation, but that would have 
to come later, she says. “Right 
now, I just want to make sure I 
get one school built.” 

Teaching in Kenya
 As fundraiser-in-chief for 
the new school, Ms. McAu-
liffe is busy here in the United 
States, but she does manage to 
teach both boys and girls when 
she’s in Kenya — about once 
a year. While in Naivasha, 
she says, she splits her time 
between tutoring and team-
teaching. 
 She walks to school, about 
2 miles uphill, and makes the 
journey twice a day. During 
the day, students stay put while 
teachers move from room to 
room, and classes are supposed 
to start at 8:10 a.m. 
 She says she has tried appeal-
ing to the students’ sense of 
approaching adulthood in 
hopes of inculcating prompt-
ness and responsibility. Some 
students arrive in the after-
noon, some casually miss 
whole days, she says. 
 To engage students, Ms. 
McAuliffe says she has been 
using the Socratic method: She 
presents a question and allows 
the children to reflect and pro-
pose answers. 

•  Stanford Affi liate Physicians

•  Electronic Health Records

•  On-site Lab & EKG

•  Wellness Program

•  Adult & Pediatric Care

•  24/7 Direct MD Access

•  Housecalls

Old Fashioned Values

Modern Medicine

CONCIERGE FAMILY

HEALTHCARE

Beautiful & Convenient

Woodside location

2979 Woodside Road,
Woodside, California

650.851.4747
www.villagedoctor.com

Retired math teacher learns 
new math of fundraising
Menlo Park 
woman helps build 
a school in Kenya

$27
Chiropractic Exam,

X-Rays & Spinal 
Analysis.

$17
For a Friend*

*When accompanied by 
the fi rst patient, the 2nd 
Patient will receive the 

same exam for JUST $17. 
Value up to $200. In-

cluded initial exam, con-
sultation, and necessary 
ex-rays. Call for appoint-
ment and more details. 

Applies to new
patients only. 

Expires 12/30/06.

Insurance Accepted

STOP THE PAIN!

Hablamos Español

2342 EL CAMINO REAL #1002342 EL CAMINO REAL #100

REDWOOD CITYREDWOOD CITY
650-366-1273650-366-1273

AWENDERAWENDER
Serving the Bay Area Since 1961Serving the Bay Area Since 1961 www.drawender.comwww.drawender.com

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

Margo McAuliffe,
above, of Menlo Park 
is fundraiser-in-chief 
for a new girls’ high 
school in Kenya. At 

right, Father Daniel 
Kiriti, who visits 

the Peninsula from 
Kenya occasionally 

to say Mass and 
raise money for his 

new girls school.

The Almanac/David Boyce

See MATH TEACHER, page 8
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‘I was 69 at the time. 
I got on the airplane and 
they closed the door and 
I said, “My God, what 

have I done?” ’
MARGO MCAULIFFE

■ For more information, send an 
e-mail to margomca2@sbcglob-
al.net. To donate to the school 
fund, make checks out to the 
Thomas Merton Center, which 
underwrites all administrative 
costs, and send to the center at 
P.O. Box 60061, Palo Alto, CA 
94306. Put “Kiriti Fund, Girls 
School” in the memo line.

   ■ INFORMATION
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George. Menlo Park has already 
converted, as has Atherton, offi-
cials said.

Sustainability survey
 In a 2006 survey conducted by 
the nonprofit Sustainable San 
Mateo County, the city of Menlo 
Park shows steadily lower emis-
sions of CO2 as the use of natu-
ral gas and electricity dropped 
over the last five years. 
 Menlo Park’s new mayor, 
Kelly Fergusson, included global 
warming as a major issue for the 
council to address in 2007.
 Atherton answered the survey 
question on carbon emissions by 
citing the “optimal efficiency” 
of its “well maintained” vehi-
cles, according to documents 
provided by town officials.
 Portola Valley noted its Climate 
Change agreement participation 
and its plans to use ICLEI. 
 Atherton did replace about 
40 187-watt street lights with 
newer 70-watt models in West 
Atherton. The electricity savings 
will be “huge,” said Steve Tyler, 
public works supervisor. 
 Atherton’s Environmental Pro-
grams Committee is also meeting 
this month to discuss a range of 
issues, including Earth Day, green 
building practices and joining 
ICLEI, said Councilman Marsala. 
 Woodside was still preparing 
its survey answers as the year was 
ending, and has just begun to 
study utility bills for its two build-
ings, Town Manager George said. 
“It’s making us put on our think-
ing caps a little bit.” 
 “To be perfectly honest,” she 

added, “in a lot of cases, some of 
our residents have homes that are 
twice as large as Town Hall and 
they may have several buildings 
on their (properties).” If one or 
two of them were to live greener 
lives, it would have more impact, 
she said. 
 In one office building, San 
Mateo County government in 
2006 cut in half the number of 
fluorescent bulbs while maintain-
ing the same light levels by using 
so-called T8 bulbs and ballasts, 
said Dianne Anderson, the Recy-
cleWorks programs coordinator. 
 The county also held its first 

annual swap meet, open to all, 
to encourage re-use of goods 
and materials, she said. 

Portola Valley’s effort
 Recently some 25 Portola 
Valley residents formed a Cli-
mate Change Protection Task 
Force, with four initial objec-
tives: gathering local statistics, 
thinking about energy-efficient 
building practices, educating 
residents on how to lower emis-
sions, and coming up with ideas 
for lowering vehicle-based emis-
sions. The group next meets on 
Tuesday, Feb. 6, at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Historic Schoolhouse. 
 Among the questions at the 
group’s Dec. 5 meeting: What 

can be done to reduce fuel con-
sumption by out-of-town vehicles 
delivering construction materials 
and other goods? How do you 
help even energy-conscious resi-
dents ignore the inner voice that 
demands more new energy-suck-
ing gadgets for their homes? How 
do you begin to develop a baseline 
for the town’s future CO2 mea-
surements? 
 There’s no need for exact 
numbers to get moving, said 
resident and environmental 
activist Craig Breon. Volunteers 
could serve as reliable sources 
for residents’ questions. 
 A campaign for a compact flu-
orescent light bulb in every house 
is a small step to ask of residents 
“but the (environmental) impact 
is big,” said David Coale, a mem-
ber of a Palo Alto environmental 
task force who dropped in on the 
Portola Valley meeting. 
 “We may never have the aver-
age person thinking (at the task 
force’s) level, but if we can make it 
easier for them to take steps, then 
we can make progress,” Mr. Breon 
said. 
 For ideas on green design, Por-
tola Valley residents have a ready 
resource at the town’s Planning 
Department Web page. About 
once a quarter, Planning Techni-
cian Carol Borck prepares an 
article on an alternative to a tradi-
tional practice in home furnishing 
and design. 
 This year, she’s written articles 
on terrazzo kitchen countertops 
made from recycled glass or 
aluminum, on nontoxic home 
insulation made from shredded 
blue jeans, and on decking alter-
natives, she said. 
 “I get a lot of good feedback,” 

Ms. Borck said. Her articles can 
be found under “Carol’s Green 
Feature” at portolavalley.net. 
 The year 2006 was a turning 
point for anyone remodeling 
or rebuilding a home in Por-
tola Valley: the Architectural & 
Site Control Commission now 

requires building permit appli-
cants to complete a 75-point 
checklist of green building prac-
tices prepared by the nonprofit 
Sustainable San Mateo County. 
 For more information on Por-
tola Valley’s efforts, go to coolpv.
com. A

 Participation of girls with 
boys in the room was a par-
ticular concern, and a primary 
reason behind Father Kiriti’s 
decision to split up the school. 
In her coed classes, “by the end 
of two weeks, the girls were 
speaking up just like the boys 
were,” she says. 

Breaking bread
 As a homemaker, Ms. McAu-
liffe knows her way around an 
oven, but her skills were tested 
in Kenya one day when she 
taught a group of six prosti-
tutes to bake bread. Life Bloom, 
a group that helps commercial 
sex workers, planned the day. 
 The class took place in the 
home of a female prison guard 
at least a mile’s walk away, which 

they hiked loaded down with 
ingredients, she says. Along 
the dusty way, she says, playing 
children would try to shake her 
hand, asking “How are you?” in 
their high-pitched voices.
 Her classroom was a living 
room about 10 feet by 10 feet 
and jammed with furniture, 
a portable oven with a broken 
adjustment knob, and a couple 
of coffee tables to use as knead-
ing surfaces, she says. 
 After moving some furniture 
outside, she got started, teach-
ing her students about yeast 
and kneading and punching 
down risen dough, all amid 
salty teasing and chit chat, 
some of it in Swahili. “We had 
lots of good laughs,” she says. 
 The women were very grate-
ful, and not least because Ms. 
McAuliffe sat and ate with 
them, she says.  A

Learning new math
MATH TEACHER
continued from page 7

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

A splash of color
Winter berry branches decorate the entrance of Ladera Garden and 
Gifts in Ladera Shopping Center in December.

 The largest property ever purchased for public 
use by the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District will open new opportunities for hiking 
and low-key recreation just over Skyline Ridge.
 On Dec. 13, the district board bought the 
3,681-acre Driscoll Ranch, located along High-
way 84 in La Honda, from the Peninsula Open 
Space Trust (POST) for $9 million. POST 
bought the active cattle ranch from the Driscoll 
family in 2002 for $21 million as part of its Sav-
ing the Endangered Coast campaign.
 The district will be undertaking a master plan-
ning program to integrate public use of the ranch 
with continued grazing. District General Manager 
Craig Britton said, “Over the next two years, we 
plan to hold a series of public workshops to make 
sure people have a chance to provide meaningful 
input about the future use of the ranch.”
 The district plans to merge the Driscoll Ranch 
with the adjacent La Honda Creek Open Space 

Preserve. The resulting preserve will become the 
district’s largest in San Mateo County, spanning a 
total of 5,759 acres.
 The Driscoll Ranch is the district’s third acquisi-
tion of land originally bought by POST this fall:

■ In October, the district bought the 183-acre 
lower Purisima Creek from POST for $2.25 mil-
lion. The scenic property may some day serve as a 
critical link in a trail system linking Skyline with 
the coast.

■ On Dec. 13, the district also bought the 
238-acre Stevens Canyon Ranch from POST 
as an addition to the Saratoga Gap Open Space 
Preserve. Located near Monte Bello Open Space 
Preserve and Lower Stevens Creek County Park, 
the property lends itself to regional trail connec-
tions. It is also a historic family ranch dating back 
to the 1880s, with ranch buildings, an orchard, 
and an old stone winery with doors decorated by 
fading paintings of two dancing ladies.

Open space district buys the
Driscoll Ranch from POST

Menlo Park’s new mayor, 
Kelly Fergusson, included 

global warming as a major 
issue for the council to 

address in 2007

Portola Valley shows its green
GLOBAL WARMING
continued from page 5



Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm

Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

751 El Camino Real Call in Orders Welcome
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

BEST FRESH FISH • BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
“A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”
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A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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County beefs up gang task force
■ Gangs in county have grown ‘to epidemic
proportions,’ police official says.

By Marion Softky 
Almanac Staff Writer

As street gangs in San 
Mateo County become 
smarter and more deadly, 

the Board of Supervisors is beef-
ing up its Countywide Gang 
Enforcement Task Force and put-
ting it on a more formal basis.
 On Dec. 6, the board unani-
mously approved a formal agree-
ment to be signed with partici-
pating cities. These “operational 
protocols” spell out legal details 
of responsibility and liability in 
cases of injury property damage.
 Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gibson 
cited the gang task force for its 
sensitivity to community issues 
and compassion for people. “It 
really is a model,” she said.
 First established in the sum-
mer of 2004, the Gang Enforce-
ment Task Force enlisted 30 
law enforcement officers from 
throughout the county to tackle 
the criminal activities of street 
gangs on a countywide basis. 
“Every single jurisdiction in the 
county has participated,” said 
Sheriff Don Horsley in his last 
presentation to the supervisors. 
He is retiring after 13 years as 
county sheriff.
 The task force was reconsti-
tuted in 2005 as “Operation Safe 
Summer.” In 2006, the county 
established a Gang Intelligence 
Unit to collect and coordinate 
information on gang members 
and activities.
 The net result has been 482 
adult arrests, 70 juvenile arrests, 
and a decrease in crime in East 
Palo Alto, Sheriff Horsley said. 
“We’re going to start tracking 
crime rates.”

 “Gangs in San Mateo County 
have grown to epidemic pro-
portions,” South San Fran-
cisco Police Chief Mark Raf-
faelli warned the board. “They 
have grown smarter and more 
sophisticated.”
 San Mateo County has some 50 
gangs with at least 2,000 members, 
said Undersheriff Greg Munks 
in an interview. He will succeed 

Sheriff Horsley on Jan. 8.
 The county is concentrat-
ing on both enforcement and 
prevention, Mr. Munks said. “I 
think we’re making headway on 
enforcement.”
 Most gangs have cultural 
underpinnings, he said. While 
some gangs are into pushing 
narcotics and crime, many are 
made up of kids in bad social 
settings. They need to belong to 
a group; they need social protec-
tion; they are lured by the gang 
lifestyle.
 “A lot of these kids don’t have 
hope. They don’t see a future for 
themselves,” he continued.
 Besides cracking down on 
gang members and gang activi-
ties, Mr. Munks said, “We’re 
trying to partner with com-
munity organizations, like the 

Boys and Girls clubs and faith-
based organizations, to offer 
kids a positive future, an alter-
native to gangs.”
 Menlo Park has participated 
in the task force since its begin-
ning, and plans to continue, said 
Cmdr. Terri Molakides of the 
Menlo Park Police Department. 
She had not yet seen the new 
participation agreement.
 “The task force allows us to 
have county resources in our 
area when we have problems,” 
Cmdr. Molakides said. She 
noted that gangs don’t follow 
jurisdictional boundaries. Prob-
lems in Redwood City and East 
Palo Alto spill over into Menlo 
Park, and vice versa.
 The Menlo Park department 
also has its own Narcotics 
Enforcement Team with three 
members, she said.
 “We do have gangs,” she 
acknowledged. “They are often 
high-level drug dealers. They are 
very violent people.”

New Web site
 San Mateo County’s Gang 
Intelligence Unit now has a new 
tool to provide the public with 
information about gangs and 
to receive secure tips on gang 
members and gang activities.
 On Dec. 13 Sheriff-elect 
Munks presented a Sheriff ’s 
Commendation to Redwood 
City resident Jon Heyward. As 
a volunteer project, the Serra 
High School student prepared 
a Web site for the Gang Intel-
ligence Unit. “In addition, you 
translated the public version 
into the Spanish language,” Mr. 
Munks said.
 To learn more about gangs, or 
to submit information, log on to 
smso.gang.org. A

Sequoia’s norovirus outbreak likely over
 The public dining room 
at The Sequoias retirement 
community in Portola Valley 
appears to be back in business 
and residents no longer must 
eat in their rooms to avoid a 
highly contagious norovirus, 
signaling the end of an out-
break that began Dec. 10, said 
a resident in an e-mail message 
to the Almanac. 
 Sequoia’s management 
reopened the dining room 
Wednesday, Dec. 27, after being 
cleared to do so by the San 
Mateo County Health Depart-
ment, the resident said. 
 During the outbreak, routine 
gathering spots such as the 
library, lounge and exercise 
facilities were also closed, said 
Sequoias spokeswoman Susan 
Rotella shortly after the out-
break was reported last month. 
These restrictions have been 

removed and everything is “back 
to normal,” the resident said. 
 Ms. Rotella did not return the 
Almanac’s phone calls last week 
requesting an update, and the 
phone operator at The Sequoias 
would not confirm an official 
end to the outbreak or the 
reopening of any group facili-
ties. 
 The county health department 
never has confirmed or denied 

that an outbreak of norovirus 
occurred at The Sequoias in 
December. But after more than 
40 residents were stricken with 
vomiting, diarrhea and other 
severe symptoms of intestinal 
illness, two residents tested 
positive for the virus.
 As of late December, 50 to 52 
cases were reported at the retire-
ment community, according to 
Ms. Rotella.

‘The task force allows us 
to have county resources 

in our area when we
have problems.’

CMDR. TERRI MOLAKIDES

MENLO PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT

 Three men armed with 
handguns robbed La Michoa-
cana Market on Willow Road 
in Menlo Park at about 7:40 
p.m. on Dec. 26, according 
to the Menlo Park Police 
Department.
 The trio demanded money 
from the store clerk, and after 

taking it, also robbed a cus-
tomer, then assaulted another 
customer as they were fleeing 
the store, police said.
 The police are asking any-
one with information regard-
ing the case to call the depart-
ment’s Investigations Division 
at 330-6300.

Market robbed at gunpoint
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- Highlander Hybrid
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We’ve Changed The Way Toyotas Are Sold At TOYOTA 101

Mark Up! Commission

Prius Hybrid, 
Camry Hybrid &
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Redwood City
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Grant to help
fight county’s
invasive weeds
 Starting in April, Woodside 
neighbors of the Thornewood 
Open Space Preserve will get 
more help in eradicating slen-
der false brome, an invasive 
non-native grass, thanks to a 
$100,000 grant from the state.
 The grant from the state 
Department of Food and Agri-
culture will allow the Midpen-
insula Regional Open Space 
District and partner agencies 
to attack infestations of slender 
false brome, pampas grass, St. 
John’s wort, and other exotic 
weeds spreading into parks 
and open spaces in San Mateo 
County.
 Slender false brome, an aggres-
sive perennial grass originating 
in southern Europe and North 
Africa, is found only in Wood-
side and Oregon. In Oregon it 
has overrun 10,000 acres.
 In Woodside it has been most-
ly eradicated from Thornewood, 
but is spreading onto neighbor-
ing private properties.
 “It is destroying the forest 
ecosystem,” said Cindy Roessler, 
resource management specialist 
for the open space district.
 In November, the state pro-
moted slender false brome to 
an A-rated noxious weed. Of 
the grant’s total, $10,000 will 
supplement the district’s 10-
year, $1.2 million program to 
get rid of it. There are also small 
patches in the La Honda and 
Corte Madera open space pre-
serves, Ms. Roessler said.
 The district has hired a con-
tractor to plan a control pro-
gram and outreach to nearby 
homeowners. “In April we will 
start setting up workshops in 
Woodside,” Ms. Roessler said.
 Other projects to be funded by 
the state grant include:

■ $50,700 to help restore 
native grasslands at Edgewood 
Natural Preserve.

■ $19,800 to the Peninsula 
Open Space Trust (POST) to 
help eradicate St. John’s wort 
spreading on POST lands near 
Gazos Creek.

■ $10,000 to POST for its pro-
gram to remove pampas grass 
from its 119-acre Pillar Point 
Bluff property and restore native 
plant communities.



As of Dec. 28, 2006

Anonymous (42 gifts) ...............$23,661
Judy & Doug Adams ............................ *
Melanie Austin ...............................$150
Ruth & Art Barker ................................ *
Elaine & Loren Beckley ..................$200
Barbara Bessey & Kevin Gilmartin ....... *
Carmen Biland..................................... *
Barbara & Bill Binder ........................... *
Marsha & Bill Bondurant ...................... *
James Brice ..................................$100
Mrs. Hubert Brugger ..................$5,000
Catherine & Don Coluzzi ...................... *
Betty d’Arc ....................................$250
Nancy Davidson & Charles Olsen...$300
Nancy & Bill Ellsworth.......................... *
James Esposto .............................$250
Carl Feldman ....................................... *
Nancy & Tom Fiene ............................. *
Mary B. Fuller ................................$200
Penny & Greg Gallo .......................$500
Robin Quist Gates .........................$250
Lezlie & John Glare .............................. *
Ellen Gray ............................................ *
Sandy & Andy Hall ............................... *
Mary & Doug Heller ............................. *
Anne Hillman & 

George Comstock ..................$1,000
Betty Howell & Gerald Anderson ...$100
Mary F. Jourdan ................................... *
Nita & Clay Judd ..........................$1000
Andrea Julian.................................$250
Sybille Katz ......................................... *
Dorothy Kennedy................................. *
Eileen & Ed Kennedy .....................$200
The Kritzik-McAuley Family ............$250
Ladera Men’s Tennis 

and Domino Fund ......................$250
Jane Land ........................................... *
Diana Laraway...............................$200
Judy & Tom Leep ................................ *
Laurel Leone & Stephen Bellamy ...$800
Evelyn & Jeff Leibgold ................$1,000
Nancy & Robert Lobdell ................$250
Carol & Hal Louccheim ........................ *
Don Lowry........................................... *
Gwen Luce .......................................... *
Lorraine Macchello ........................$100
The Mackenzie Family ......................... *
Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ............$50
Marjorie & George Mader .................... *
Margaret Marshall ............................... *
Julie & Randy Merk ......................$1000
Ann Morgan ...................................$100
Cynthia Morrow & Robert Henen ...$100
Kathy & Bob Mueller ......................$100
Cindy Newton & Fred Stanske ............. *
Joan Norton ..................................$200
Marion & Bob Oster ............................. *
Martha & Robert Page ......................... *
Barbara & Charles Preuss .............$200
Sandie & Don Pugh .................... $5000
Raydean Randlett ..........................$100
Laura Reed....................................$500
Lucy Reid-Krensky .........................$100
Melba & Bill Rogoway .......................... *
Victoria Rundorff ................................. *
Mary Ann & Marc Saunders ................. *
Lyn & Woody Savage .......................$50
Dorothy & George Saxe ...................... *
Albert & Joel Schreck ....................$250
Nancy & Greg Serrurier ....................... *
Arna & Hersh Shefrin ........................... *
Nancy & Bob Shurtleff ......................... *
Pamela & Adair Slater ......................... *
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Smith ...................... *
Marion Softky...................................... *
Karen Sortino ...................................... *

Bonnie Stafford ................................... *
Paula Stewart ...................................... *
Pat & Jim Stocker ............................... *
Tate Family Trust ................................. *
Christine & Eliot Terborgh .............$100 
Molly & Robert Tuthill........................... *
Katherine & Mark Valentine ................. *
Debbie & Robert Verity ..................$200
Karen & Mark Weitzel .................$2,000
Ann & Bruce Willard ............................. *
Eleanor J. Wood .................................. *
Julie & Joel Zier .............................$100

In honor of:
Jean & Bill Lane for volunteers 

and the unfortunate
Phyllis Quilter for Frank N. Blum, 

EE & Adm. J.F. Quilter, USN
Susan Bryan & Frank Adams for 

Helen G. Elliott
Anne & Stephen Galli for Louise 

& Wayne Dalton
Staff at Alexia Moore Winemaking
Kathy & Doug Stevens for Nancy Stevens
Shirley & John Reiter for the 

loyal volunteers at the 
Palo Alto Food Closet

Adam Creeger for his teachers at 
La Entrada Middle School

In memory of:
Anonymous for Jerry Crowley
Anonymous for Charles H. Holmes
Anonymous for Marlene Kron 
John Barbour for Richard H. Barbour
John Giovanzana for Mary Giovanzana
Carolyn & Colon Gulledge for Esther 

Johnson
Catie & Dennis O’Leary for 

Margarett Collins
Jo Ann Rogers for James H. Rogers
C. Sauer for Lucile Roberts
Valerie & Keith Van Sickle for E. Jerry 

Light & Kenneth Van Sickle
Abby Wilder for Robert Homans 

& Fessenden Wilder
Eli Yasek & Mike Fleice for Rufus, 

the Wonder Dog
Audrie Nevin for Jeremy Nevin
Barbara & Martin Seaney for Ruth Nardi
Anonymous for M. C. “Bud” Fox
Anonymous for Homer D. Hagstrum
Anonymous for David Phillips
Anonymous for Bill Land
Anonymous for M. & N. Iverson
Martha Fuller for Del Fuller
Pat & Ralph Haines for Art Haines, Sr.

TOTALS: As of Dec. 28, 2006, 160 
donors have given $72,786 to the 
Almanac’s Holiday Fund. 

* The asterisk designates that the 
donor did not want to publish the 
amount of the gift.
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C O M M U N I T Y

When we set out 
to change the community,
we started by
changing ourselves.

INTRODUCING THE NEW

SILICON VALLEY

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

www.siliconvalleycf.org

650.358.9369 | 408.278.2200

The counties of San Mateo and

Santa Clara have always stood for

imagination and innovation. So when

it came to dreaming up ways to better

serve the region, we imagined a 

new way forward for ourselves.

This January, the new Silicon Valley

Community Foundation opens its

doors, following the merger of

Peninsula Community Foundation

and Community Foundation Silicon

Valley. The new foundation combines

more than $1.5 billion in assets with

a priceless portfolio of expertise and

experience-in turn creating a catalyst

for change greater than the sum of

its parts. Imagine that.

Holiday Fund donors
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Pictures
Year

The

in

The backward glance is a worthy tradition as a 

new year rolls in, and as 2007 begins, the Almanac 

reprints some of the images we, the staff, chose as our 

best representations of the energy and richness of life 

in our community. We hope you enjoy the memories.
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Clockwise, starting at the top of opposite page, Brooks 
Humphrey, 15, sails the air at Menlo Park’s skate park. 

Proper technique is fundamental in Tiny Ballerina 
classes at the Burgess Recreation Center in Menlo Park, 
where, from left, Claire Anderson, 4, Sofi a Wills, 4, 
Hazel Shah, 4, Anna Zigmund-Ramm, 3, and Shreya 
Khare-Arora, 4, follow the lead of teacher Lois Wood. 

Before the performance are rehearsals, and so it is for 
Molly Pam, left, of Menlo Park and Frankie Rosas at 
Crystal Springs Uplands School.

Amanda Foster, left, and her sister Sarah enjoy treats, 
not tricks, at the 2006 Halloween Trick-or-Treat event 
in Menlo Park’s Fremont Park. 

Pierre Beau De Lomenie’s imagination stands in 
for the lack of a railroad track on the carpet in the 
toddler’s room at the Menlo Children’s Center. 

Brett Sterns of Ormondale School in Portola Valley 
inspects a fossilized scale from the back of a crocodile 
extant 110 million years ago. 

A day under sail with the Peninsula Youth Sailing 
Foundation in the Bay off Redwood City can be a 
soothing counterpoint to teenage angst. 

Atherton’s Hollie Kucera’s years of rodeo experience 
make lassoing look easy. In the 2006 high school state 
championships, she took fi rst place in cutting and 
separating a cow from the herd. 

Like migrating birds, cyclists on the daily noon ride 
sweep along Portola Road in a subdued cacophony of 
conversation and spinning chains. 
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Clockwise, from top left, Menlo-Atherton High’s 

class of 2006 says hello to adulthood with the 

encouragement of biology teacher Rick Longyear 

and outreach coordinator Geri Nicholas.

Analysis can coexist with a sense of wonder in 

the minds of third-graders, as seems evident here 

in, from left, Ludbins Ponce, Zacherie Misch, 

Johnny Hamren and Andy Parker, all of Encinal 

School in Atherton.

Elliot Owen, right, of Oak Knoll School reacts 

to an illusion available when wearing 3D glasses. 

Nicholas Fratt, behind Elliot, made the glasses 

for the school’s 2006 science fair. 

Elisa Ouyang and her daughter Adrienne 

Yue tour the toddlers’ room at the Menlo 

Children’s Center, where dolls can help kids 

express their nurturing urges. 

Bret Hinrichs, right, gazes upon his work, a 

predatory bubble made at a workshop at the 2006 

science fair at Oak Knoll School in Menlo Park. 
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Songs from the heart
Woodside teen dedicates CD to her dad; 
proceeds benefit pancreatic cancer research
By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

Adriana Kwicinski of 
Woodside and her dad 
Larry Kwicinski, an avid 

outdoorsman, were dog sledding 
in the snow fields of his native 
Canada and camping in the Arc-
tic tundra for the fourth time in 
May 2005, when she was 13.
 Life changed dramatically 
after they returned home. Larry 
Kwicinski was diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer, and the prog-
nosis was not favorable.
 Adriana, with encourage-
ment from her mother, Nanci 
Caldwell, decided to sing and 
record her first CD with four 
of her dad’s favorite jazz songs 
as a Father’s Day gift that he 
could listen to while undergo-
ing chemotherapy.
 In just nine short months, 
Larry Kwicinski lost his battle 
with cancer. He died on Feb. 18, 
2006, at age 57.
 Adriana and her mother decid-
ed to do something to help raise 
public awareness of the need 
for a breakthrough in pancre-
atic cancer treatment and early 
detection. Drawing on her musi-
cal talent and her first record-
ing experience, Adriana made 

another CD — “Irreplaceable.”
 The CD is dedicated to her 
dad, “the best dad any kid could 
ever imagine,” she says. All pro-
ceeds go to PanCan, the Pancre-
atic Cancer Action Network.
 “When you take something you 
really love and combine it with 
something you’re passionate about 
— a good cause — it makes one 
feel better,” says Adriana, now 14 
and a freshman at Menlo School.
 She sings favorites such as 
“Cheek to Cheek,” “Lullaby of 
Birdland,” “Embraceable You” 
and “Three Little Words” on 
the CD, with accompaniment 
by well-known jazz musicians 
Larry Dunlap, piano; Seward 
McCain, bass; and Jim Zim-
merman, drums.
 “We chose songs that were her 
father’s favorites and songs that 
were appropriate for a young 
girl,” said Adriana’s vocal coach 
Wendy McCain, a jazz singer 
and a faculty member of the 
Stanford Jazz Workshop. 
 Adriana’s interest in jazz took 
off when she was in sixth grade 
at Portola Valley’s Corte Madera 
School. Juliet Green, the school’s 
music specialist, introduced 
Adriana to jazz and encouraged 

Hewlett Foundation 
awards arts grants
 Four major performing arts 
organizations in San Francisco 
are the beneficiaries of $25 mil-
lion in grants from the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation 
of Menlo Park, the foundation 
announced on Nov. 17.
 The San Francisco Opera 
has received $10 million for 
its endowment for new works, 
education, technology and the 
training of young artists.
 A $5 million grant was 
given to the San Francisco 
Symphony for its education 
program endowment. Ameri-
can Conservatory Theater 
(A.C.T.) and San Francisco 
Ballet each have received $5 
million for their new works 
endowments.
 The Hewlett Foundation has 
given more than $188 million 
over the last 40 years to about 
1,900 arts organizations, most 
of them in the Bay Area.

Start theStart the 
New Year rightNew Year right
with over 4,000 samplewith over 4,000 sample 
colors to choose from!colors to choose from!

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 20 YEARS

1411 Woodside Rd., Redwood City
(Across from Woodside Plaza)

(650) 365-6222

PARKSIDE GRILLEPARKSIDE GRILLE
Nestled in the wooded hills ofNestled in the wooded hills of

Portola Valley just 4 minutes west of 280Portola Valley just 4 minutes west of 280

� � M Make Your Holiday Partyake Your Holiday Party
Memorable In Beautiful Portola ValleyMemorable In Beautiful Portola Valley

� � R Reserve Our Neweserve Our New
Renovated Private RoomsRenovated Private Rooms

� � For Info Please Contact Our Event For Info Please Contact Our Event
Organizer at 650-529-9007Organizer at 650-529-9007

Dinner: Every NightDinner: Every Night
Lunch: Tuesday - FridayLunch: Tuesday - Friday

650-529-9007 • 884 Portola Rd. Portola Valley
www.parksidegrille.net

Above: Larry Kwicinski was the love of their life for his wife, Nanci 
Caldwell, left, and their daughter Adriana. At left: Adriana Kwicinski 
recorded “Irreplaceable,” a CD of jazz songs, as a tribute to her father, 
who died of pancreatic cancer last February. All proceeds from sales 
will go to the nonprofit Pancreatic Cancer Action Network.

See SONGS, next page

Photo by Patti Caldwell

Photo by Susan Thomas
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her to audition for “Panache,” 
Corte Madera’s vocal jazz group.
 She was one of only two sixth-
graders accepted. That summer 
she participated in the Stanford 
Jazz Workshop and was invited 
to perform at several events.
 Ms. Green, who was in the 
studio during Adriana’s first 
recording session, describes 
Adriana’s voice as “very pure 

and natural, with perfect pitch. 
I appreciate that she always 
sounds like herself, not affected 
or imitative the way many 
young singers are. 
 “She is a great soloist, but also 
can blend with a group, which 
reflects her personality.”
 “Music is my number one 
focus,” Adriana says. She sings 
soprano in the Lorelei, the cho-
rus at Menlo School, practicing 
four times a week at school; 
practices four to five hours a 

week at home; and continues to 
study with Ms. McCain.
 In the spring, she’ll travel with 
the Menlo chorus on its tour to 
South America, with stops in 
Peru, Chile and Argentina.
 In the CD jacket notes, Adri-
ana said she made the recording 
because she wanted to do some-
thing that would make a differ-
ence. “If only we could find a 
treatment that was more effec-
tive at fighting cancer. ... 
Although it is too late for my 
family, it doesn’t have to be for 
other families, and I want to do 
everything I can to help.” A

  
 

 

From the heart Performances, CD sales 
support cancer research
 Adriana Kwicinski not only 
uses her CD to raise funds for 
pancreatic cancer research, she 
has performed at three benefits 
recently in Los Angeles, Portola 
Valley and a gallery in Toronto.
 Her biggest challenge was 
singing to an audience of 750 
at the PanCan benefit “Eve-
ning with the Stars” in the 
Renaissance Grand Ballroom 
in Hollywood on Nov. 4, 
where she introduced her CD, 
“Irreplaceable.”
 “It was fun and nerve-wrack-
ing the first time,” she said. 
 Performing at a reception 
hosted by friends Sheryl and 
Bud Hyler in their home on 
the former Lauriston estate in 
Portola Valley was more com-
fortable and like a homecom-
ing with friends of all ages, 
including school friends who 
have supported her.
 Adriana and her mother, 
Nanci Caldwell, have set the 
goal of raising $50,000 for 
pancreatic cancer research. So 

far, they’ve raised over $35,000 
from the sale of the CD. 
 “Every penny from the 
sale of the CD goes to Pan-
Can (Pancreatic Cancer Net-
work),” says Ms. Caldwell, 
who funded the up-front 
costs of producing the CD. 
 She is looking for philan-
thropically minded businesses 
and people who would be 
interested in helping to distrib-
ute the CD so that 100 percent 
of the $20 cost will go toward 
fighting pancreatic cancer, the 
fourth leading cause of cancer 
deaths in the United States.
 PanCan provides services 
to patients and their families, 
funds research, educates fed-
eral policy-makers, and raises 
the public’s general awareness 
about the disease.
 People can order the CD, 
listen to some songs, and 
obtain more information by 
logging on at pancan.org or 
calling 877-272-6226.

—Marjorie Mader

Hewlett, Gates foundations 
give $60 million in grants 
to aid Third World students
 The Menlo Park-based Wil-
liam and Flora Hewlett Founda-
tion is teaming up with the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation 
in a three- to four-year effort to 
dedicate $60 million in grants 
to improve the quality of educa-
tion in existing schools in Sub-
Saharan Africa and South Asia.
 “Those regions have the lowest 
levels of student achievement in 
the world,” said Hewlett Foun-
dation spokesman Eric Brown.
 “With higher student enroll-
ment there is a growing recogni-
tion that more attention must be 
paid to the quality of education. 
By focusing on quality, this 
partnership marks a major step 
forward, building on interna-

tional efforts to make a primary 
school education available to 
children everywhere.”
 The Gates Foundation, which 
will contribute $40 million to the 
effort, tends to focus on reducing 
poverty, improving health and 
expanding access to informa-
tion. The collaboration reflects 
the Gates Foundation’s recogni-
tion of Hewlett’s commitment 
to education in the developing 
world, Mr. Brown said. 
 The Hewlett Foundation will 
oversee the distribution of grants 
to organizations that focus on 
helping students master advanced 
learning skills, find interesting 
work and participate fully in civic 
life, Mr. Brown said. 

Let Us Hear
From You…

Letters to the editor and 
guest columns are welcome.
Mail your comments to:
Editor at the Almanac
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025
Or email
editor@AlmanacNews.com
(Please indicate if it is a letter to be published.)

SONGS
Continued from page 15
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S C H O O L S

The Burgess Park pools are busy all winter
with kids teams, lessons, Aqua Fit, laps,
Masters swim, polo, triathlon, and even
kids triathlon — winter session on now!

Menlo Swim and Sport
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA  94025
650-328-SWIM (7946)

Program info, hours, 
directions, prices, and news:

www.menloswim.com

Winter Swimming!!

Swim Lessons: Special Price!
Session: January 8 − March 24
Winter only, 2 lessons/week for the price of 1
Sign up now to get your timeslot

WARM WATER POOL

Menlo Park Chamber of Commerce
Jensen Landscape & Construction Co.

Kepler’s Books – Village Stationers
Dick Poe, Alain Pinel Realtors

California Savings Bank - Cheeky Monkey Toys - The Dressed 
Room - Golden Shears Barber Shop - Hirzel Fine Jewelry -

Home & Garden - Koonce Financial Services - Flegel’s Home 
Furnishings - Menlo Florist - Occasions, etc. - Old World 

Design - The Oriental Carpet - Phyllis Swanson Bookkeeping 
Service - Preuss Pharmacy - Raphael Construction Company - 

Selby House - Stacks

A Special Thanks for
Menlo Park

Holiday Lights
Brought to you by the 
following supporters

Bring exercise 
mat and wear 
comfortable clothing

Financial  assistance available for children. Visit  our Web Site at: www.woodsiderec.com

Happy New Year!
WOODSIDE COMMUNITY RECREATION PROGRAM 

WINTER SCHEDULE 2007

❃ To Register or Fax: (650) 851-3534 ❃

CLASS DAY      TIME INSTRUCTOR LOCATION FEE STARTING DATE

YOGA FOR EVERYONE   
10 Weeks Mon   9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Independence Hall $150  Jan.   8
10 Weeks - Tues.   9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall $150  Jan.   9
10 Weeks Thurs.   9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

Carla Germano
Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall $150 Jan. 11

10 Weeks Fri.   9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Independence Hall $150 Jan. 12

LOW IMPACT AEROBICS
& JOYFLEX BODY TONING Mon.   7:45 AM -   9:00 AM 

Joy Lopez 
Independence Hall $400 Jan.   8

13 Weeks Fri.   7:45 AM -   9:00 AM  Independence Hall $21 drop in Jan.   5 
Healthy Back, Cardio, 
Inner-Core Strengthening

MUSIC TOGETHER
10 Weeks Tues.   8:30 AM -   9:15 AM  Wdse. Library $140 Jan.   9
Ages 0-4 Years Tues.   9:15 AM - 10:00 AM  Wdse. Library $140 Jan.   9
Creative Classes Tues. 10:15 AM - 11:00 AM Sean Mendelson Wdse. Library $140 Jan.   9
For Children Fri.    1:00 PM -   1:45 PM  Independence Hall $140 Jan. 12
 Fri.    2:00 PM -   2:45 PM  Independence Hall $140 Jan. 12
     $45 mat. fee

Happy New Year!

Corte Madera students turn back the clock
 Corte Madera School’s sev-
enth- and eighth-graders are 
putting together a tribute to the 
past — “That’s So 40 Years Ago” 
— that takes center stage on 
Tuesday, Jan. 9, at 7 p.m. in the 
Portola Valley school’s multi-
use room.
 “They have researched the 
music, culture, history and 
politics of the 1960s and written 
a very fun tribute show,” said 
Juliet Green, the school’s drama, 
music and chorus teacher.
 The big performance will 
include scenes based on the 
television program Laugh-In, 
the stage production “West Side 

Story,” and the Beatles, as well as 
the more serious Vietnam War 
and the protests surrounding 
it, and the Martin Luther King 
and the Kennedy assassinations. 
There also will be lots of great 
music and fashions from the 60s, 
Ms. Green said.
 Students’ research included 
interviews with some teachers 
who shared their memories of 
the decade.
 Proceeds from the show will go 
toward the fund to build the new 
Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. The suggest-
ed donation for the performance 
is $10 per person, but no one will 

be turned away for lack of funds. 
 When the eighth-graders visit 
Washington, D.C., in the spring, 
they will be able to see where the 
memorial is going up, and know 
they had a hand in making it 
happen, said Ms. Green.
 Another musical event at Corte 
Madera will be the annual spring 
concert on Thursday, Jan. 18, 
featuring the school’s bands and 
choirs. The concert will be at 7 
p.m. in the school’s multi-use 
room. 
 Corte Madera, the Portola Val-
ley district’s grade 4-8 school, is 
located at 4575 Alpine Road, 
Portola Valley.

Photos courtesy of Juliet Green

Hannah Trotte, from left, Claire Junglieb and Katie Lannin are watching a Beatles concert in their school’s 
“That’s So 40 Years Ago” stage production, set for Jan. 9.
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• Tone and Condition• Tone and Condition
• Improve Your Strength• Improve Your Strength
• Balance, Overall Fitness• Balance, Overall Fitness
• Elevate Your Game• Elevate Your Game
• Lower your 10k Time• Lower your 10k Time
• Tai Chi and Yoga Classes• Tai Chi and Yoga Classes
• Nutritional Counseling• Nutritional Counseling

LIVE LIFE TO THE MAX!LIVE LIFE TO THE MAX!

Free Body Evaluation
Fun, unique, challenging, motivating 

and rewarding fi tness programs

650-365-6000
880 Hurlingame, Suite D, Redwood City, CA 94063

All ages and sports.
Change lives – starting with your own!!

            
                 

will get you there!!

NEED A NEW
WORKOUT?

VISIT

So, you want to be So, you want to be 
a news hound?a news hound?

If you like seeking out news and fi nding facts, 
and you have good writing skills, you could be a 
candidate for a news reporting internship at the 
Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get fi rst-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned 
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also 
opportunities to write feature stories on a broad 
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week, 
with fl exible hours. In addition to a small stipend, 
interns are paid for stories they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to: 
rbatti@AlmanacNews.com, or fax this 
information to Renee Batti at 
(650) 854-0677.

Enjoying the sweet smell of success

Trish Mitchell of Menlo Park is shown with diffusers 
for her line of Napa Valley Scents.

By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

Trish Mitchell of Menlo Park had 
been a “volunteer mom” for 10 
years and a president of the Hill-

view Parent Teacher Organization when 
she decided to go into business for her-
self.
 Her first idea was to become associated 
with the wine business. Her brother, Mike 
Yates, is president of the Napa Redwoods 
Estate winery. “My family has been in 
the wine business forever,” she says, “but 
I realized there was a lot I would have to 
learn.”
 Her solution? To produce a line of 
reasonably priced ($30) fragrance dif-
fusers packaged in small wine bottles 
called Napa Valley Scents. “I had recently 
bought a fragrance diffuser that cost 
$85. I loved it and carried it from room 
to room. I wanted to make one that was 
affordable.”
 She says the wine bottle is her tie-in 
with Napa. Her first fragrance was 
Christmas Cabernet. Coastal Grigio, Cit-
rus Syrah, and Hawaiian Lei Chardonnay 

soon followed.
 The fragrances don’t actually smell 
like wine, she hastens to add. “Christmas 
Cabernet smells like clove, orange and 
cinnamon.”
 To get the business started, she searched 
the Internet for suppliers for the diffusers 
and oils needed to produce the product.
 A fragrance diffuser consists of porous 
reed sticks that are inserted in a bottle of 
scented oil. The intensity of the fragrance 
can be regulated by the number of reeds 
you put into the bottle and how often you 
turn them over in the open bottle. Each 
6.3 ounce (187 ml) wine bottle comes 
with eight sticks. Diffusers last an average 
of six months.
 Producing the product became a family 
affair. Trish’s husband, Mark, and sons 
Flint and Alden were all put to work in the 
family garage. As the business expanded, 
the Mitchells renovated a small barn on 
the family’s ranch in Napa Valley, where 
they now have “the best smelling office 
on the planet.”
 Working together to produce the prod-
uct is actually fun, she says. 

 Ms. Mitchell began marketing her dif-
fusers at holiday boutiques and by calling 
on local stores. Napa Valley Scents are 
carried locally by Occasions and Home 
& Garden in downtown Menlo Park and 
the Ladera Garden Center
 A booth at the San Francisco Interna-
tional Gift Show brought additional busi-
ness. Now 40 retail outlets throughout 
the country carry her product.
 She has created a special fragrance, 
“Vineyard at Sunrise,” for celebrity chef 
Michael Chiarello’s line of NapaStyle 
products.
 Napa Valley Scents has now added a 
new line called RoomFumes. Custom-
ers were requesting diffusers for small 
rooms and children’s rooms, she says, 
and the new 4-ounce bottle seemed more 
suitable. The fragrances carry names like 
Sweet Dreams, Clean Laundry, Vanilla 
Bean, and Fresh Lemon.
 Napa Valley Scents is also producing 
customized fragrances to be sold as favors 
for weddings or birthday parties, or as 
thank-you gifts for businesses.
 Trish Mitchell is finding a lot of satis-
faction in her home-grown business. “My 
goal for next year is to just keep growing,” 
she says. A

Menlo Park mom starts her own fragrance business

‘Director’s Cut’ 
announces its 
new Web log
By Stephanie Cadora
Special to the Almanac

My Director’s Cut, a 
company specializing 
in preserving old fam-

ily films and video on DVD, has 
launched a Web log for custom-
ers to post their experiences cre-
ating and showing their DVDs.
 “With the My Director’s Cut 
blog, we offer a focused forum 
for our customers to share the 
experiences and emotions that 

CEO Michelle Tsui of Menlo Park.

B U S I N E S S E S  A N D  L O C A L  E N T R E P R E N E U R S

See DIRECTOR’S CUT, page 19



By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

Since everyone else fusses 
over the bride, designer 
Wyndie Carter decided to 

open Bouffant, her new Wood-
side salon that caters to that oft-
forgotten woman: the mother of 
the bride or bridegroom.
 You won’t find any frumpy 
blue lace ensembles in Ms. 
Carter’s collection. She designs 
for women like her mother, Judy 
Nusbaum of Woodside. “My 
mom is a size 2 and a personal 

trainer. Today’s ‘60-something’ 
moms are so youthful,” she 
says.
 When looking for a dress for 
her daughter’s wedding a few 
years ago, Ms. Nusbaum found 
the clothes either too sexy or too 
matronly. Ms. Carter ended up 
creating her mother’s dress, as 
well as her own wedding dress.
 “She got me started making 
mother-of-the-bride dresses,” 
Ms. Carter says. The salon 
caters to the woman who appre-
ciates a “classic structured 

look enhanced with a modern 
designer flair.”
 For their son’s or daughter’s 
wedding, she says, mothers 
want to feel special and not look 
dowdy.
 She has two approaches to cre-
ating a Bouffant ensemble: made-
to-order and complete custom. 
The made-to-order collection 
has uncomplicated silhouettes 
in both cocktail and evening 
length. A popular example is a 
fitted empire silk cocktail dress 
with a matching length coat with 
a hint of beaded detail.
 “Women often want a simple 
silhouette made from beautiful 
fabric with just a touch of glit-
ter,” she says. A popular choice 
for warm weather is a sheer 
princess-style coat over a simple 
sheath. 
 In the made-to-order collection, 
the client chooses the style, color, 
fabric and size. The ensembles 
cost around $700 to $800 and 
take 10 weeks to complete.
 One-of-a-kind custom outfits 
start at $1,500 and take a period 
of months. “There are at least 
two mock-up fittings before we 
make the dress,” she says.

 Ms. Carter has always been 
interested in fashion. She 
majored in textiles at the Uni-
versity of Washington and did 
post-graduate work at the Fash-
ion Institute of Design in San 
Francisco. As Wyndie Nus-
baum, she had an 11-year career 
as a designer in the wholesale 
trade.
 Her career took her from 
designing “trendier suit wear” 
sold in upscale stores nation-
wide to designing bridesmaids’ 
dresses sold to retailers, mainly 
on the West Coast. She also did 
custom bridal gowns. “Today, I 
won’t turn a bride down, but I 
really want to be there for the 
moms.”
 When Ms. Carter married 
in 2002, she “dropped out for 
a while.” Her son, Wesley, was 
born last year. Now she is look-
ing forward to operating her 
first retail business.
 She plans to introduce her 
fashions to local women with 
two fashion shows in January.
 Why the name Bouffant? “The 
retro look from the 50s is very 
popular right now and it seemed 
to fit,” she says.
 Bouffant is open by appoint-
ment only. It is located at 2920 
Woodside Road in Woodside. 
For an appointment, call Ms. 
Carter at 464-0139.  A

Bouffant salon opens in Woodside
Wyndie Carter’s salon features mother-of-the-bride fashions
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MARIA is BACK 
with her mouth

watering desserts! 
~

PPALMAALMA is doing great is doing great
and will be hereand will be here 

Thursday-Saturday.Thursday-Saturday.

~
RenownedRenowned 

CHEF IGNAZIO MELISCHEF IGNAZIO MELIS
from Italy and Californiafrom Italy and California

is now bringing hisis now bringing his

talents to Buon Gusto.talents to Buon Gusto. 

~
Same Menu with LOTSSame Menu with LOTS 

of NEW SPECIALS!of NEW SPECIALS!

are spawned from the family 
memories they captured,” CEO 
Michelle Tsui of Menlo Park 
said in a press release.
 Ms. Tsui co-founded My Direc-

tor’s Cut three years ago with 
Danny Loh, also of Menlo Park.
 The new Web log is called 
“Video Memories.” Ms. Tsui said 
that some of the DVD projects her 
company has helped bring to frui-
tion are so meaningful that she 
hopes “Video Memories” stories 

will inspire other families to cre-
ate their own keepsake DVDs.
 Three years ago, Ms. Tsui, 
then a software engineer, found 
she loved her avocation — tak-
ing videos of her twin girls and 
editing them — so much that 
she got the idea to start My 

Director’s Cut, she said in an 
interview.
 She has posted her own entry 
on the new Web log, which is at 
mydirectorscut.com/blog.
 For more information about the 
company, call 328-4336, or log on 
at mydirectorscut.com.   A

Designer 
Wyndie Carter
opened her new 
salon in December.

Ms. Carter models fashions from 
her salon.

 TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online Gathering Place

ADD MUSCLE TO YOUR
VOICE.

WORKOUT IN

www.almanacnews.com

DIRECTOR’S CUT
continued from page 18



By Stephanie Cadora
Special to the Almanac

AMenlo Park police officer 
has been placed on paid 
administrative leave after 

being involved in the Dec. 22 
fatal shooting of a teenage boy in 
an East Palo Alto shooting and 
robbery, according to Capt. Don 
O’Keefe of the San Mateo County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

 The Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment had not released the name 
of the officer as of the Almanac’s 
Dec. 29 press time.
 Shortly after the late-night rob-
bery, two Menlo Park police 
officers and one sheriff’s deputy 
sergeant spotted two suspects 
at Saratoga Avenue and Alberni 
Street in East Palo Alto, said Capt. 
O’Keefe.
 As a Menlo Park police officer 

tried to detain 16-year-old Mai-
keli Longi of East Palo Alto, the 
two struggled and the officer 
lost his balance, said Lt. Tom 
Alipio of the East Palo Alto 
Police Department.
 Lt. Alipio said the boy then 
pulled a gun from his waistband 
and shot two rounds at the offi-
cer, missing him.
 The other Menlo Park police 
officer and the deputy sergeant 

then shot and killed the teen-
ager, said Lt. Alipio. 
 The Sheriff ’s Office identified 
the sergeant as 23-year veteran 
Peter Ralls, who might return 
to work this week if he is con-
sidered ready.
 Menlo Park police would not say 
which of its officers were involved, 
nor did police officials return calls 
seeking information about the 
department’s policies regarding 
officers involved in a shooting.
 A second suspect, Kilipeni 
Pahulu, 18, of East Palo Alto, 
was charged with armed rob-
bery; he posted bail on Dec. 26, 
said Lt. Tom Alipio.

 The suspects allegedly robbed 
and shot a man in the back and 
neck. The 39-year-old shooting 
victim was taken to Stanford 
Hospital, where he was in critical 
but stable condition as of Dec. 28, 
Capt. O’Keefe reported.
 Police are asking anyone with 
information regarding the incident 
to contact Detective Jeff Liu of the 
East Palo Alto Police Department 
at 853-3131, or Inspector John 
Minahan of the San Mateo Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office at 
363-4834.  A

Inquiries, please contact Lindee Burton, Clinical 
Coordinator at (650) 725-2638 or email lburton@stanford.edu.

For further information regarding questions, concerns, or 
complaints about research related injury, and questions about 
the rights of research participants, please call (650) 723-5244 or 
call toll free 1(866) 680-2906 or write the Administrative Panels 
Offi ce, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305-5401.

You may qualify for a Research Study 
involving an Investigational Medication 
for the treatment of Neck Osteoarthritis 

(‘Whiplash’)

STANFORD UNIVERSITY AND CLINICS

INVESTIGATOR, RAJ MITRA, M.D.

Do you have NECK 
PAIN that has lasted – 
at least greater than 
6 months and less 

than 2 years?

Do you have NECK 
PAIN that has lasted – 
at least greater than 
6 months and less 

than 2 years?
Male or Female between ages 18-65

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA� Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

To include your Church in
Inspirations  

Please call
 Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 239 

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

ITALIAN LANGUAGE
& CULTURE CLASSES

I S T I T U T O
E D U C A Z I O N E
I T A L I A N A

www.italybythebay.org
for complete schedule and fee information.
Request a brochure and enrollment form: 
Call: 650 543 3946
Email: iei@italybythebay.org

STARTING JANUARY 8, 2007 AT MENLO COLLEGE
 FOR ADULTS / CLASSES FROM 7:00 TO 8:50 PM 

• Beginning, Intermediate & Conversational Italian
10 weeks / one meeting per week

 FOR CHILDREN 4 TO 12 / CLASSES FROM 3:30 TO 5:00 PM

• Beginning Italian  on Tuesdays
• Intermediate Italian on Thursdays

PRIVATE OR SEMI-PRIVATE LESSONS AVAILABLE FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN - PLEASE CALL

     IN-PERSON ENROLLMENT ON JANUARY 4, 2007    •    7 TO 9 PM
  MENLO COLLEGE, RUSSELL CENTER, 1000 EL CAMINO REAL, ATHERTON

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

Menlo Park police officer involved
in Dec. 22 fatal shooting of suspect
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Tree branch
falls on van;
traps driver
 A large redwood tree branch 
knocked loose by heavy winds fell 
on a cargo van on Willow Road in 
Menlo Park on Dec. 27, trapping 
a man in the crushed cab until he 
was freed by firefighters.
 The man suffered only minor 
injuries, according to Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District 
Battalion Chief Greg Auger.
 The 40-foot branch, about 8 to 
10 inches in diameter, smashed 
the front windshield and struck 
almost the entire cab, Mr. Auger 
said. Several firefighting units 
responded to the 11:21 call in 
the 200 block of Willow Road, 
he said.
 “They used the Jaws of Life to 
free him,” he added, referring to 
the hydraulic tool used to pry 
open parts of a vehicle. “It took 
around 10 minutes — they had 
to cut the doorway and remove 
part of the door to release him.”
 He said the man walked away 
after being freed and went to lie 
on the gurney that was waiting for 
him. “He was very fortunate.”
 The man was transported to 
Stanford Hospital, where he was 
treated and released, said Mr. 
Auger.

— Bay Cities News 
contributed to this report.

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Auto burglary reports:
■ Two men arrested, 900 block of Conti-
nental Drive, Dec. 24.
■ CDs stolen, 200 block of Santa Monica 
Avenue, Dec. 26.
Spousal abuse report: 200 block of 
Santa Margarita, Dec. 27.

WOODSIDE

Burglary report: Five hundred dollars in 
cash stolen from unlocked office, Buck’s 
Restaurant at 3062 Woodside Road, 
Dec. 24. 

PORTOLA VALLEY

Auto burglary report: Two vehicles 
in open garage ransacked and handi-
capped placard stolen, 100 block of Ash 
Lane, Dec. 24.

   ■ POLICE CALLS



turned into pasture. Eventually, 
pastures are degraded into desert 
through overgrazing, compaction, 
and erosion. 
 Animal agriculture contributes 
more pollution to our waterways 
than all other human activities 
combined. Principal sources are 
animal wastes, as well as soil par-
ticles, minerals, organic debris, 
fertilizers, and pesticides from 
feed cropland. Most of the world’s 
water supplies are used for irrigat-
ing animal feed crops.
 Animal agriculture is also a key 
source of man-made greenhouse 
gases that are responsible for global 
warming. Sixty-five percent of 
nitrous oxide, the most damag-
ing of these, is emitted by animal 
waste, according to the report, 
and 37 percent of methane comes 
from cattle’s digestive process. 
Operation of farm machinery and 
transport trucks account for 9 per-
cent of carbon dioxide emissions.
 We don’t have to wait for Earth 
Day to help save our planet. We 
can start with the next trip to 
the grocery store.

Miles Barne
Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park

Need for light at busy
intersection already shown
Editor:
 Your Nov. 22 article, “Another 
pedestrian hit at tricky down-
town intersection,” quotes Trans-
portation Manager Chip Taylor 
as saying that the city staff will 
evaluate the accident report and 
determine if there is a need for a 
traffic light. Mr. Taylor should 
be made aware that the need for 
a traffic light has already been 
determined by the city.
 On Oct. 1, 2004, Menlo Park 

city staff retained the services 
of TJKM Transportation Ser-
vices to assist in a feasibility 
study for installing a light at the 
intersection. Staff reported the 
study results to the City Coun-
cil on Nov. 30, 2004. The study 
concluded that a traffic signal 
would improve pedestrian safe-
ty and traffic operations. The 
installation of a traffic light was 
recommended by staff to the 
City Council on Jan. 25, 2005. 
At (that meeting), the council 
unanimously voted to “imme-
diately carry out the installation 
of a traffic signal at the corner 
of University Drive and Menlo 
Avenue.”
 The council did not explic-
itly fund the light, however, and 
instead directed staff to submit 
an application for a federal grant, 
which was turned down (not 
surprising to me, considering the 
grant program is intended to help 
struggling communities improve 
traffic safety —can any of us 
truthfully say that Menlo Park is 
in general a “struggling” city?). 
Once the grant fell through, the 
item was not placed as a budget 
priority — so here we sit with no 
traffic light. The politics of the 
previous council may or may not 
have had something to do with 
the decision, I don’t know. Also, 
some people might have thought 
that the new flags and striping 
were enough to make the inter-
section safe. They were wrong.
 A search of the Almanac 
archives for articles about traffic 
accidents and that intersection, 
or just reading the above-men-
tioned article, will provide the 
information any reasonable per-
son needs to see that this is the 
case. Reading the Oct. 1, 2004, 
and Jan. 25, 2005, staff reports 
(available on the city’s Web site) 

regarding the intersection also 
clearly illustrates the need.
 The new City Council should 
fund this light immediately and 
see that it is installed before anoth-
er person is injured or killed.

Roxie Rorapaugh
Sherman Avenue, Menlo Park 

Lincoln Moses
Professor emeritus at Stanford

 Lincoln E. Moses, who spear-
headed the development of 
biostatistics at Stanford Univer-
sity, died Dec. 17 at his home in 
Portola Valley. He was 84.
 Mr. Moses held a split appoint-
ment between Stanford’s depart-
ment of statistics and the School 
of Medicine’s department of health 
research and policy. The two inter-
ests led him to become one of the 
early leaders in moving statistics 
from the academic to the applied 
and to his founding of the medical 
school’s division of biostatistics.
 Statistics departments in the 
1950s and 1960s focused mainly 
on mathematics, said Bradley 
Efron, Stanford professor of sta-
tistics and of health research and 
policy. He said Mr. Moses opened 

“a window on a different world 
of statistics for me and for many 
people.” 
 Mr. Moses held important 
administrative posts on campus. 
He was head of the department 
of statistics from 1964 to 1968. 
He also served as associate dean 
in humanities and sciences and 
as dean of graduate studies.
 Mr. Moses was born in Kansas 
City, Missouri. He graduated 
from Stanford with a bachelor 
of arts degree in 1941 and a doc-
torate in statistics in 1950. He 
served in the U.S. Navy and later 
spent two years on the faculty 
of Columbia University before 
returning to Stanford in 1952.
 Mr. Moses shared a passion 
for bird watching with his wife, 
Mary Lou, as well as some of his 
colleagues. They traveled across 
California, southern Africa, the 
Arctic Circle, China and Mon-
golia in pursuit of birds. 

 One of his skills was the ability 
to extract a cork from a bottle of 
wine without using a corkscrew. 
“Somehow he’d sort of bounce 
the bottom of it against the wall, 
gently, several times and the cork 
would pop out,” said Mr. Efron. “It 
was really fun to see him do it.”
 Mr. Moses is survived by his 
second wife, Mary Lou Moses, 
and nine children, four from his 
first marriage and five from his 
second.
 A memorial service will be 
held in January. For more infor-
mation about the service, call 
Kevin Horner, Department of 
Health Research and Policy at 
Stanford University; 723-5082.

Thomas Dent Lay
Former Menlo Park resident

 Thomas Dent Lay of Denver, 
Colorado, died Dec. 2 from a 
long-term illness. He was 58.

 Mr. Lay graduated from Men-
lo-Atherton High School in 
1967 and graduated from Colo-
rado State University in 1971. 
While in high school, he worked 
at Shreve’s Sport Shop in Menlo 
Park and was active in the Men-
lo Park Presbyterian Church 
youth group. At Colorado State 
he was a member of Sigma Nu 
fraternity.
 For more than 20 years after 
college, he lived in the resort com-
munity of Silverthorne, Colorado, 
where he was employed by a prop-
erty management company.

 His interests included down-
hill skiing, golf and river rafting. 
His outgoing and caring nature 
allowed him to make many 
enduring friendships in the com-
munity, say family members.
 Mr. Lay is survived by his 
father, Dent Lay, and stepmoth-
er, Peggy Lay, of Boulder City, 
Nevada; and sister Patricia Lay 
of Reno, Nevada. His mother, 
Elsa Lay, died in 1983.
 The date and time for a local 
service has not been deter-
mined. For information, call 
207-6063.

Community Health
Education Programs
January 2007

Events & Lectures
Web site • www.pamf.org E-mail • publicaffairs@pamf.org

Hearst Center for Health Education, Level 3, Jamplis Building, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 795 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto. RSVP to (650) 853-4873.

Classes

For information on class fees and to register, call the Education Division at (650) 853-2960.

“Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction Program,” Begins Monday, January 15, 6:30 – 9 p.m.
Free orientation on Monday, January 8, 6:30 – 9 p.m. The program designed to help people learn how to deal
effectively with physical and emotional stress by providing training in breathing, meditation and gentle yoga.

“Managing Your High Blood Pressure,” Tuesday, January 23, 3 – 5 p.m.
This class provides information on causes, risks and treatment of high blood pressure, and approaches to
successful reduction, such as exercise and medication.

“Good Nutrition and Feeding Practices for Toddlers,” Wednesday, January 24, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
This class will address parental concerns regarding nutrition and feeding practices. It should be attended by
parents or caretakers only.

“Supermarket Wise,” Thursday, January 25, 2 – 4 p.m.
Learn techniques for making healthier food choices in a local supermarket with tour dietitian Karen Ross, M.S., R.D.

“Taking Charge of Your Body,” Mondays, January 29 – March 12, 6 – 8 p.m.
A six0week course focusing on healthy living and managing your lifestyle through exercise and healthful eating.

“Advance Health Care Directives,” call for available dates and times.
PAMF’s specially trained volunteers will provide advice and answer questions about the Advance Health Care
Directive form. Free.

Support Groups
Cancer (1st & 3rd Tuesdays) • Diabetes (1st Wednesday) • Multiple Sclerosis (2nd & 4th Mondays) • Sleep Apnea (1st
Thursday) • Alcohol and Drug Education (Every Tuesday) • Healing Imagery for Cancer Patients (Jan. 3, 17 & 31)

“Knee Replacement Surgery”
Tuesday, January 9, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
James Hartford, M.D., PAMF Orthopedics

Join us to hear a presentation on the benefits and limitations of knee replacement surgery. You’ll learn what to
expect from the surgery and what exercises will enable you to return to your everyday activites.

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specifi c discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $399
•  Living Trusts $399/$499
•  Incorporations/LLC $399
• Probate (FREE Quote)
•          QDRO, Buy/Sell 
   Agreements 
• And much more!Kyle & Koko
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Big rides exacerbate 
cyclist/motorist tensions
Editor:
 I am appalled at Brian Peter-
son’s piece printed in the Dec. 13 
Almanac. He devotes paragraph 
after paragraph to defending his 
cycling club from blame, trying 
to paint Ms. Baglietto in a bad 
light for noting that the water 
bottle said Alto Velo on it.
 Who cares whether or not it 
was one of the club members? 
It was a cyclist, and someone 
was hurt by a deliberate act. 
For some reason nobody seems 
to note that the water bottle 
was thrown hard enough to hit 
someone on the side of the road 
in the face, and it was, appar-
ently, intended to hit a car. Is 
that somehow better than hit-
ting a woman in the face? Is it 
fine to throw a water bottle at a 
car in anger?
 Had it been a rock thrown by 
an inner-city teenager, somebody 
would probably be in jail right 
now. Had it been a bullet, even 
one shot in self-defense, would the 

The problem: How to preserve land with scenic, habitat or 
recreation value that is in private ownership in developed 
communities, so that it will not be subdivided and built 

up by future owners?
 The irrepressible Bill and Jean Lane of Portola Valley have 
come up with an answer: a conservation easement. This is a legal 
agreement that limits future uses of the land to protect environ-
mental values. Donors can gain substantial tax benefits.
 Last month, the town of Portola Valley granted the Lanes a con-

servation easement that protects 
their 10-acre hilltop spread in 
Westridge. Under the easement, 
future owners of the property 
will not be allowed to develop 

the three parcels separately, or build large new mansions; any future 
owner will be restricted to a one-story house of limited size. The 
town will monitor and enforce the easement into the future.
 As land prices soar and mega-houses sprout in the semi-rural 
communities of Portola Valley and Woodside, the Lanes are 
showing the way for others who may have land worth preserving.
 Conservation easements are already preserving thousands of acres 
in San Mateo County in open space, forest, recreation, and agricul-
ture, particularly in the mountains near Skyline and along the coast. 
The Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) holds numerous conserva-
tion easements that protect coastal farms and ranches, as well as the 
Djerassi Resident Artists Program, from future development.
 However, the Lanes’ conservation easement marks a milestone 
in applying the valuable tool on a much smaller scale — 10 acres 
in a subdivision in a local town, compared with hundreds and 
thousands of acres in the county’s still-rural areas.

 Woodside and Portola Valley are both enthusiastic about the Lanes’ 
gift. They see it as a model for others to follow, and as one means to 
preserve conservation values on which both towns are founded.
 Conservation easements are not for everyone. In order to 
qualify for a federal tax break, the donor of a conservation ease-
ment must demonstrate a public benefit. These are spelled out in 
federal, state and local rules. They would not apply to residents 
of Portola Valley Ranch, for example, where conservation ease-
ments are already included in the original subdivision approval.
 The Woodside Open Space Committee is actively encouraging 
residents who might be able to offer a public benefit to contact the 
town and learn more. Public benefits in Woodside may be as varied 
as land in its natural condition, habitat for rare or threatened spe-
cies, wildlife corridors, agricultural land, or historic structures or 
landscapes. Recreational use and trail easements could also qualify.
 Getting a conservation easement is not easy; it took the Lanes 
more than three years. The first step is to contact Town Hall and 
see if you qualify under the town’s regulations. Then find a good 
lawyer with experience in the field to help design a conservation 
easement tailored to your specific property and needs.
 There is incentive to act promptly. At least one of the tax 
breaks expires at the end of 2007.
 Conservation easements can provide a valuable tool to preserve 
land in its natural state, and improve the rural environment in local 
towns. They should not, however, be used just to enhance personal 
property or make these communities even more exclusive.
 The Lanes deserve thanks for bringing conservation easements 
to smaller properties in more developed communities. We hope 
others with similar opportunities will follow in their steps. The 
land and the public would benefit.
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Atherton Heritage Collection

Our Regional Heritage
This brown shingle summer residence of Charles Woods was built in 1911 at the corner of Mandarin Lane and 
the Alameda in Atherton. The San Francisco architects, Bliss and Faville, also designed the three Edward Hopkins 
homes in Atherton — on Altree, Lowry and Parkwood. The Charles Woods house is no longer standing.

Conservation easements: the Lanes show the way
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innocent bystander be to blame?
 I note John Higgins’ letter in the 
same issue that says, “I’ll prove it 
to you: ride your bike.” Though 
the point is good, it misses the fact 
that most motorists don’t hassle 
bicyclists, particularly those that 
are riding safely.
 The cyclist/motorist tension 
has been growing in Portola Val-
ley and the riders are defiant, not 
looking for a solution so much as 
making sure to take their rights 
directly into the middle of the 
road to make sure the point is 
made. Guess what? That irritates 
motorists, who then do some-
thing unsafe to make their point.
 The problem is pretty local-
ized to these morning rides and 
packs of cyclists, and the cars 
among which they ride. The 
point that is being missed is 
that these are the same motor-
ists, and the same cyclists, day 
after day, and it’s more like a 
playground fight than it is any 
deep-seated cultural problem.
 I know that these letters from 
cyclists are written to try to 
underscore the very real prob-
lem that cyclists get harassed 
by drivers. Unfortunately, even 
though my sympathies are 
with cyclists more than motor-
ists, the elitist, self-righteous 
“morning ride” crowd does 
more disservice to the sport 
than anything else.
 It’s hard to feel badly for poor 
Mr. Peterson who seems upset 
that someone should blame his 
group for an act committed by 
someone he and his cyclists just 
happened to be riding with, and 
probably knows by name. Some-
how my sympathies are not with 
cyclists, but with Ms. Baglietto, 
the innocent bystander.
 If only Mr. Peterson had ended 
his letter with his first sen-
tence, where I was congratulat-
ing him in my mind, rather than 
being defensive and ending by 
demanding an apology from a 
62-year-old woman who was 
hit in the face by a water bottle. 
Good grief. Maybe the Alto Velo 
club should boycott the morn-
ing ride to show that you do not 
condone such actions.

Glenn Reid
Woodside

Can cyclists change 
pack mentality?
Editor:
 Thank you for covering the 
Portola Valley bicycle pack trou-
ble last month. While many of 
us who ride are embarrassed 
by the event, the riding habits 
of the pack is long overdue for 
discussion.
 Weekly rides are not ecology 
events, but neither are they “us 

against them.” Unfortunately, a 
healthy group event has become, 
as Nancy Baglietto put it, about 
pack mentality. Apparently when 
enough bikes get together, rules 
of the road (along with simple 
manners and common sense) are 
suspended. I have been on many 
peninsula rides where the pelo-
ton sweeps through a stop sign 
into cross traffic without pause.
 And I have seen the self-righ-
teous cyclist hit fenders or grab 
for car antennae. While throwing 
a water bottle is uncommon, the 
mentality is not, and that’s what 
needs a little daylight, for the sake 
of those of us who ride as well.

Henry Riggs
Callie Lane, Menlo Park

No track classes at 
Summit, unlike M-A
Editor:
 I have two children in high 
school, one at Menlo-Atherton 
and one at Summit.
 Both are happy and thriving at 
their respective schools. But if you 
compare my two children’s classes 
in terms of minority students, 
there is a huge difference. At M-A, 
my daughter is one of only a few 
Hispanics in her AP/AS classes. 
At Summit, my son’s classes have 
a much larger percentage of His-
panic students.
 Why? Because at Summit, 
all students — no matter their 

background — are on the same 
track. They all take the same 
coursework.
 We all want the best for all the 
students in our district. It seems 
to me there may be many ways to 
reach that goal. Summit 
has one method that 
is hugely successful 
for certain stu-
dents, especially 
students who 
might not get 
into the AP/
AS track at the 
comprehensive 
high schools. At 
a cost of $6,200 
per student (versus 
over $10,000 for an M-A 
student), Summit would seem 
to be a bargain for the district.
 Instead of trying to tinker 
with what works at Summit or 
fight its charter, it would seem 
to me the district should be 
proud to have such a successful 
school under its umbrella.

Joan Westley
Hedge Road, Menlo Park

Pack cyclists 
disregard vehicle code
Editor:
 Another battle has erupted 
in the war between the cyclists 
and the motorists/pedestrians in 
Portola Valley. It seems that there 
is little objection to the ordinary 

use of bicycles for transport or 
exercise. In fact, it is encouraged 
as a healthy activity.
 The objections are to the use of 
the roads by organized groups who 
are emulating the Tour de France 

race. You can recognize a 
cyclist as racing when:

     1. He dresses 
in spandex attire 
often adorned 
with logos from 
companies with 
which he has no 
connection.
     2. He disre-

gards the vehicle 
code and rides in 

the main vehicle lane 
as part of a large pack.

 3. He keeps his arms 
centered on his body to lower 
wind resistance and make steer-
ing most difficult.
 4. He is within six inches of 
the bike in front of him.
 He is doing what our moth-
ers and fathers told us not to 
do — playing in the street. If a 
motor vehicle exhibited similar 
conduct the operator would be 
cited for participating in a speed 
contest. Cyclist time trials on Old 
La Honda Road are indefensible 
as speed contests.
 Other parts of the vehicle code 
clearly establish the police pow-
ers of local authorities to govern 
the conduct of cyclists, especially 
when safety of themselves or oth-

ers is involved. One in every 20 
cyclists is injured annually, and 
760 died in California last year. 
Falls account for 59 percent of 
all crashes. Running into other 
bicycles are 9 percent and encoun-
ters with motor vehicles account 
for 11 percent. Local authorities 
could prohibit riding in a pack as 
a safety measure to lessen colli-
sions with other cyclists or motor-
ists, thus preventing 20 percent of 
the injuries and deaths.
 Local officials would need politi-
cal courage to regulate this behav-
ior because it is a current fad to 
race on the streets in costume. 

Bruce Campbell
Santa Maria Avenue

Portola Valley

Getting at the true cost 
of meat production
Editor:
 A recent report by the United 
Nations on livestock warns of 
the dire environmental conse-
quences of the world’s growing 
meat and dairy production.
 According to the report, animal 
agriculture uses 30 percent of the 
earth’s land surface for pasture 
and feed-crop production. It is 
the driving force in world-wide 
deforestation and wildlife habitat 
destruction, with 70 percent of the 
irreplaceable Amazon rainforest 

V I E W P O I N T

By Jerry Hill

San Mateo County does not want to 
become a part of a house of cards, top-
pling down because of an unbalanced 

housing market. We are one of the wealthi-
est counties in the nation, yet for most 
residents, incomes have not kept up with 
housing costs, and the American Dream of 
home ownership, once attainable, 
is quickly becoming an illusion.
 When I was first elected to the 
Board of Supervisors in 1998, we 
were in the early stages of the dot-
com boom, and housing prices, 
while still expensive in comparison 
to the rest of the Bay Area, were 
not unreasonable. Little could we 
have predicted that in eight years 
the median priced home in San 
Mateo County would be hovering 
at $900,000 and the annual income 
required to purchase such a home would be 
about $200,000. The percentage of residents 
in our county that can afford to purchase 
continues to decline. And the rents our resi-
dents pay are also unsustainable.
 Whether people want to acknowledge it 
or not, the truth is that we are losing our 
middle class. Our children struggle to live 
here. How many stories have we heard 
about kids graduating from college and 
moving back in with mom and dad? Or the 
kids move out of the area because they can 
actually afford to rent, or even buy, on an 
entry-level salary elsewhere.

 We joke that the safest place to be in the 
event of a major emergency is Tracy. That, 
after all, is where our first-responders have 
fled in search of affordable housing.
 But, this is not a laughing matter. And, it is 
not an issue that San Mateo County can solve 
on its own. That is why on Nov. 30 the county 
hosted a housing forum and we invited the 
outgoing chair of the state Assembly Housing 

Committee, Assemblyman Gene 
Mullin, to speak, along with the 
incoming chair, Assemblywoman 
Lori Saldana.
   The purpose was not only to 
identify the need but also to explore 
dedicated revenue sources for local 
housing trusts. Housing trusts dis-
tribute funds to increase the supply 
of affordable housing by helping to 
build new or rehabilitate old hous-
ing, assist families in buying a home 
or help out with rental assistance. 

 The goal of many in the audience was to 
put the American Dream within reach of 
more families before the middle class flees, 
not only urban areas but older suburbs as 
well. Advocates said that providing hous-
ing that is affordable to working families 
can create an economic boon by revital-
izing areas and increasing the size and 
diversity of the workforce near available 
jobs — a crucial need in California.
 But California, so often on the knife-edge 
of innovation, lacks a far-reaching remedy 
for the dearth of affordable housing. What 
California needs is to create new means 

for local governments to raise money to 
increase the supply of affordable homes.
 New sources may include fees charged 
any time a document is entered into the 
official record, a share of the increase in real 
estate transfer taxes, sales taxes or property 
taxes, developer fees or many others. Local 
governments may already raise some fees 
individually but, acting alone, the amount 
raised cannot make a significant increase in 
the supply of affordable housing.
 What’s needed is a reliable source of 
revenue available statewide, so long-term 
housing plans can be made and fulfilled, 
and every single community has an oppor-
tunity to create affordable housing for all 
segments of the population.
 The problem is clear; potential solutions 
have been offered. I, along with many 
other supporters of housing trusts, look 
forward to working with the business com-
munity, environmental groups and other 
stakeholders committed to securing the 
future of our state. 
 What we need now is the political will 
from the state to be an equal partner in 
working toward a solution. Local govern-
ment is ready to make the commitment, 
but without a strong partner, 58 disparate 
county solutions to address a statewide issue 
will surely topple like a house of cards.
 Let’s not gamble with the housing future 
of our state.

Jerry Hill is president of the San Mateo 
County Board of Supervisors.
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Tuscan Estate in central Woodside
Located an easy stroll from Roberts and Woodside
Elementary, this one-acre, 4BR estate home provides the
perfect setting for the luxurious California lifestyle in an
elegantly designed home. $5,250,000

Ed Kahl
(650) 400-2796 

www.edkahl.com

Ed@edkahl.com

Glorious Woodside Estate
“On A Lark Farm” is 3.75 (approx) acres in an area of historic
estates and fabulous new mansions. The luxurious home
and new equestrian facilities capture the best of
Woodside’s town and country living, and offer endless
opportunities for fun and entertainment. Large separate
apartment. Woodside Elem. School.  $5,495,000

Ed Kahl’s exciting
new listing: six-acre
Woodside estate.
THE LAND
Six sun-swept acres spread out across gently rolling meadows
bordered by oak groves and stands of redwood trees. This
very private property offers panoramic views of the dark green
western hills, especially stunning at sunset or when the fin-
gers of fog spill over the ridges. 

The property is located in Hidden Valley, a secluded neighbor-
hood tucked away at the southern end of Woodside; an area
once owned by Filoli's Roth family who grew alfalfa for their
famed American Saddlebred horses there.

This six-acre parcel accommodates a long circular drive, an
artfully remodeled home, separate guest cottage, pool, gar-
dens, tennis court, and acres of natural meadows. Woodside
zoning permits 12 horses. The road is secluded, the neighbor-
hood exclusive, and the property is exceptional.

S O L D

Woodside Landmark
5 acres, listed at $12,900,000

#1 Agent – 
Woodside Office
2001 and 2002

Space, tranquility, scenic views

THE HOME
The sophisticated contemporary design of this home cre-
ates an interplay between the indoors and the gardens out-
side. Glass walls, skylights, clerestory windows, and glass-
walled gallery-halls bring the outdoors into the 6-bedroom,
4-bath home. Two fireplaces, a beautifully remodeled chef’s
kitchen, radiant heat, an intimate mezzanine over the living
room – all add to the delightful tranquility of this home.
Award-winning Portola Valley Schools.         $6,500,000


