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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

ATHERTON
Stunning contemporary Atherton 
estate. 6bd/5ba. 6640+/-sf living space 
on 1.33+/- fully landscaped acres. 
2-story LR, gorgeous MBD, media 
room, library, huge gourmet kitchen. 
Separate guest house. Pool. 

$5,990,000

REDWOOD CITY
4bd/3ba. Family kitchen, LR/DR “L”,
fireplace in LR/FR. 10200+/-sf lot. 
Vaulted ceilings, 2-story home with 
1bd/1ba on ground floor. Private 
back yard with mature landscaping. 

$965,000

ATHERTON
This beautifully treed lot offers 
seclusion and space, all in one! The 
house hosts 3bd/3ba, 3 car- garage 
with expansive living room and 
attached dining area, and features a 
large, covered patio. 

$2,850,000

apr.com  | MENLO PARK OFFICE  620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE  650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz
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Photo by Michael Mullady

Making it official
Harold Schapelhouman, left, became the Menlo Park Fire Protection District’s 17th fire chief during a Jan. 
6 ceremony in Atherton’s Holbrook-Palmer Park that drew a standing-room-only crowd. Pinning the badge 
on the new chief is the district’s sixth chief, Vince Del Pozzo, who hired Mr. Schapelhouman in 1981. The 
event was also a celebration of the retirement of Chief Doug Sporleder, standing next to Mr. Del Pozzo. At 
right is Ollie Brown, who presided over the ceremony as president of the fire district Board of Directors.

custom jewelers

HUG YOUR 
Sweetheart’s 

Ears
with

HUGGIES
from

HUG YOUR 
Sweetheart’s 

Ears
with

HUGGIES
from

For 
Valentine’s Day

Gourmet Italian Foods
OPEN 7 DAYS

Mon-Sat  8am-6pm •  Sun 8am-4pm
(650) 369-4235

1453 Woodside Road, Redwood City (across from Woodside Plaza)

WEEKLY SPECIALS

lb.

Polly-O
Mozzarella
$599

Exp. 1/16/07

Roomkaas
Soft Gouda

Exp. 1/16/07

Butter Ball 
Smoked
Turkey
$799$899

lb. lb.
Exp. 1/16/07

lb.

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 
gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 
the State of California to deliver: 

• Medical Detoxifi cation 

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening) 

• Residential Treatment 

•  Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
photo@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is 
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O. 
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

Also Inside
Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
Police Calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
Viewpoint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22

On the cover
Shakespeare scholar Michael P. Jensen of Menlo Park 
has donated about 200 items of “Shakespeareana” 
to Southern Oregon University’s library in Ashland, 
Oregon. He’s shown with a small portion of the 
other items he is cataloging to add to the collection 
— and he’s on the lookout for more. Photo by 
Marjan Sadoughi. See story, Page 12.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■ Half-million dollar wine theft reported in 
Atherton. Page 9

Menlo Park
■ New council must find new city manager. 
David Boesch resigns for county post. Page 5

Crime
■ Gang of shoplifters prompts Draeger’s market 
to lock one door in the evening. Page 8

San Mateo County
■ Parks backers look to partners, volunteers to 
plug funding gap. Page 5

People
■ Drive to amend Constitution to allow Gov. 
Schwarzenegger to run for president is dropped, 
as backer pursues biofuel venture. Page 18
■ Portola Valley woman’s trip to Oaxaca dark-
ened by reports of torture. Page 17
■ Kepler’s serves up Jerry Rice. Vampire lovers 
also on authors’ event calendar. Page 20
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S&W NATURAL STYLE SLICED PEARS
15 oz. – Also Yellow Cling Peaches $1.39
THE ORIGINAL GARDEN BURGER
10 oz. – Also Veggie Medley $2.99
PEPSI-DR. PEPPER-MOUNTAIN DEW
12 oz. 6 pack cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value $2.29
TILLAMOOK SLICED MEDIUM CHEDDAR CHEESE
12 oz. – Also Sharp – Swiss $3.49
ROBERTS AMERICAN GOURMET PIRATE BOOTY
4 oz. $1.59
CUP NOODLE CHICKEN SOUP
2 oz. – Also Beef – Chicken Vegetable  39¢

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

NOW at Roberts 

S USHI
Made Fresh Daily

Sweet

TEXAS JUICE ORANGES 39¢lb.

Conventional

BANANAS 49¢lb.

Great Roasted or Grilled

PORTABELLO MUSHROOMS $3.99lb.

Fresh

SPRING MIX $2.99lb.

Sale Dates:  January 10, 11, 12, 13
www.robertsmarket.com

Slicing & Dicing
Julienne-style vegetables, cut into match-like 

sticks, are excellent in stir-fries or as side 
dishes. Slice the vegetable lengthwise into very 
thin slices. Stack several slices on top of each 
other and slice them into matchsticks. If you 
want the vegetables diced for a soup or casserole 
simply group a bunch of matchsticks and chop them equally. Chiffonade is a term used for 
thin strips of herbs or lettuce. This style is good for salads, soups, sauces, and casseroles. 
Stack several leaves of basil or lettuce, positioning the largest leaf on the bottom. Roll the 
leaves, then slice them thinly from one end to the other. To protect your hands, use a sharp 
chef’s knife and tuck under your fingertips.

Nutritionists and health officials recommend several servings of fruit and vegetables a 
day, and peaches are a great choice. We always carry the finest and freshest in produce 
and fruits, and we will surprise you with the range of the selections we offer. Need assis-
tance? Our staff goes out of their way to assist customers in locating and selecting items 
needed. We’ll even offer advice on food preparation and assist in planning menus. Count 
on us for all that one would need for a fine meal or party.

P.S.   Zucchini, carrots, and peppers are good vegetables to cut and use julienne-style.

TONY – ERIC – PRODUCE

Roberts Specials ~

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

California SyrahSyrah is one of the true “noble” grapes of wine production. At best, it 
produces a deep, rich powerful red with layers of complexity. Aging can add 
amazing nuances and aromas. California vintners have really figured out this 
finicky varietal and now rival the greatest examples from France and Australia.

2003 Unti, Dry Creek Valley   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21.99
2005 Jaffurs, Santa Barbara County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23.99
2003 Renard, Truchard Vineyard, Napa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.99
2004 Stolpman Estate Grown, Santa Ynez Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.99
2004 Culler, Griffin Vineyard, Sonoma Coast   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39.99
2004 Samsara, Purissima Mountain   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $39.99
2003 Ojai, White Hawk Vineyard, Santa Barbara County . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44.99
2004 Neyers, Cuvee d’Honneur, Napa Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $48.99
2003 Shafer, Relentless, Napa Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $61.99
2004 Sean Thackrey, Orion, St. Helena   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $74.99

Roberts January Specials 

BLACK JACK TRI-TIP $11.11lb.

BONELESS SKINLESS CHICKEN BREAST $5.98lb.

CHICKEN BREAST W/BONE $2.98lb.

CHICKEN LEGS & THIGHS $1.29lb.

Happy 
New Year!!!

Grilled & topped with 
cole slaw on your choice 
of light or dark rye . . . . . . . .

HOT New York Style Pastrami Panini ~

$650
ea.

Roberts Macaroni 
     & Egg Salad ~

$489
lb.

The above wines assort for a 10% case discount.

Tony
is
back!



M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y
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By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

San Mateo County’s parks 
need help from the people 
who love them and use 

them.
 Following the failure in 
November of Measure A, a 
1/8th-cent sales tax that would 
have raised some $16 million a 
year for county and city parks, 
the county is looking for new 
ways to maintain and improve 
almost 16,000 acres of parkland 
with major historical structures 
and environmental wonders.
 San Mateo County Parks Direc-
tor David G. Holland is looking to 
private/public partnerships, vol-
unteers, and user fees to keep the 
quality of parks from declining 
in the face of increasing demands 
and sagging budgets.
 “Such partnerships may mean 
the difference between preserving 
the Folger Stable in Woodside and 
the Sanchez Adobe in Pacifica, 
two valuable historic resources,” 
Mr. Holland wrote in a report 
being circulated to newspapers.
 “These historic structures are 
part of the fabric of the county,” 
said Supervisor Rich Gordon. 
“We have a duty to preserve 
buildings like these so that 
future generations will have a 
connection with history.”
 “Those are major projects,” 

Mr. Holland  told the Almanac. 
“We are trying to highlight 
opportunities for local folks to 
engage in programs they have a 
passion for.”
 Fortunately for the county, these 
and other park projects already 
have strong and organized public 
support. Half a dozen county 
parks have “Friends of” groups 
that raise money for special proj-
ects, and recruit volunteers to 
clear trails, remove exotic weeds, 
patrol trails, and educate school 
groups and the public.
 The group called Friends of the 
Fitzgerald Marine Preserve, for 
example, is planning an interpre-
tive center to explain the tidal 
reefs off Moss Beach. Some 45 
volunteer docents guide wet-foot-
ed visitors around the anemones 
and starfish and other critters that 
inhabit the edge of the ocean. “It’s 
so much fun to share the wonder 
of it all — I just love it,” said 
Friends president Mary DeLong.

South County 
partnerships
 Three strong parks support 
groups, based in South San Mate 
County, are partnering with the 
county and other organizations 
to raise money, develop projects, 
and support parks.
 The San Mateo County Parks 
and Recreation Foundation, 
headquartered in Flood Park in 

Menlo Park, has provided $6.8 
million to county parks, sup-
porting over 30 projects, since it 
was founded in 1998.
 The group called Friends of 
Huddart and Wunderlich Parks 
marshal volunteers for educa-
tion and maintenance programs 
in the Bayside’s two wilderness 
parks. They are also more than 
half way to the goal of raising 
$5.2 million toward restoring 
the historic Folger Stable as a 
resource for the community.
 In a three-way partnership, 

the stable committee is work-
ing with the county parks 
department and the San Mateo 
County Historical Society. Co-
chair Susan Lang envisions the 
restored stable, complete with 
horses, as introducing school 
children and the public to the 
period of great estates.
 “This is much more than a sta-
ble,” she said. “It’s a community 
treasure in our back yard. The 
horses will bring life to history.”
 The group Friends of Edgewood 
Natural Preserve engages volun-

teers to maintain and patrol the 
park famous for its spring displays 
of native wildflowers, just west 
of Interstate 280 by Edgewood 
Road. Most notable are their 
efforts to remove invasive weeds, 
lead wildflower walks starting in 
March, and — this year — restore 
the endangered Bay checkerspot 
butterfly to the park.
 The group is about half way 
toward raising the funds to build 
an interpretive center that will 

Parks backers look
to partners, volunteers
to plug funding gap

New council now must name new city manager

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park City Council 
members have called 
for reforming the city’s 

decision-making process, but 
if changes are made, they will 
come under the watch of a new 
city manager. 
 In an e-mail 
to city employ-
ees Thursday night, City Man-
ager David Boesch said he 
would resign soon to become 
the assistant county manager of 
San Mateo County.
 Mr. Boesch, who was hired 
as city manager in July 2000, 

will leave no later than March 
7, he said in a memo to the City 
Council. The matter may be 
discussed at the council meeting 
Tuesday night, Jan. 9.
 Mr. Boesch declined to dis-
cuss his resignation with the 
Almanac, adding that he would 

do so after the 
county issues 
a press release 

about his appointment.
 When asked about Mr. Boesch’s 
resignation, council members 
had only praise and best wishes 
for the city manager, but over the 
last several months, that hasn’t 
always been the case.

 Council members Andy Cohen 
and Kelly Fergusson and the 
newly elected Heyward Robin-
son and Richard Cline have ques-
tioned the city’s decision-mak-
ing processes, including rushed 

decisions on major issues, such 
as privatizing the operation of 
the city’s new aquatics center, 
and pursuing the development 
of Bayfront Park. 
 They said information pro-

vided by Mr. Boesch’s staff was 
sometimes limited to prove 
the point of the then-council 
majority, rather than provide 
impartial analysis.

Not pushed out
 Despite their criticisms, coun-
cil members stressed that Mr. 
Boesch was not pushed out. 
They said they didn’t think 
his decision was related to the 
recent election, and their frus-
trations with the city are rooted 
in past actions taken by the 
former council majority, not the 
city manager. 
 In the election, the two incum-
bents who strongly backed Mr. 

David Boesch said he would 
discuss his resignation after the 
county issues a press release 
about his appointment as 
assistant county manager.

  ■ MENLO PARK

■ David Boesch resigns to take county 
post, but won’t discuss it now.

Edgewood park is backed by the group, Friends of Edgewood Natural Preserve, which engages volunteers 
to maintain and patrol the park famous for its spring displays of native wildflowers.

See PARKS, page 18

See BOESCH, page 8
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The combined Sacred Heart Schools of 
Atherton will present the musical “Chil-
dren of Eden” Jan. 12-21 in the Campbell 

Center for the Performing Arts on campus.
 With music and lyrics by Steven Schwartz 
— who also composed music and wrote lyrics 
for Broadway plays “Wicked “ and “Godspell” 
— “Children of Eden” is structured around 
stories from the Old Testament. Adam and 
Eve, Cain and Abel, and Noah and his family 
are all used to explore the ongoing challenges 
of human relationships. 
 The result is an amusing and moving por-
trayal of how these families deal with chil-
dren, growing up, accepting responsibility, 
and generational influences, said director 
Stacey Ardelean.
 This production is a joint effort of Sacred 
Heart Preparatory and St. Joseph’s School of 
the Sacred Heart, with student actors ranging 

in age from 3 to 18. The principal characters 
are backed by a strong contingent of mixed-age 
ensembles that fill out a cast of 80 students. 
 “This is a fun and interesting musical to 
perform because of the mixed ages of the 
students,” said senior Megan Putnam, who 
plays the part of Eve. “Our age differences 
ref lect the generational differences of the 
characters.” 
 The production is directed by drama teach-
er Stacey Ardelean, with musical direction 
by band teacher Jamie Craddock and vocal 
direction by choral teacher Will Skaff. 
 Performances will be held at 7 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, Jan. 12 and 13; at 4 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 19; at 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20; and at 2 p.
m. Sunday, Jan. 21. Tickets, at $12 for adults 
and $8 for students and seniors, may be 
ordered at any school office on campus or by 
calling 322-9931. A

 Cafe Scientifique Palo Alto, the 
informal monthly salon in which 
the public can listen to and talk 
with scientists and technologists, 
is getting a new name — Cafe 
Scientifique Silicon Valley — and 
a new home at SRI International 
in Menlo Park. 
 The next scheduled speaker, 
Terry Root of Stanford Uni-
versity’s Woods Institute for 
the Environment, will talk on 
global warming and how pro-
tecting biodiversity can limit 
climate change. The free event, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Jan. 9, will take place at SRI’s 
International Building at 333 
Ravenswood Ave. 
 Over the past three years, Cafe 
guest speakers have explained 

aspects of many phenomena, 
including tsunamis, the chem-
istry of chocolate, the science 
of weather, human biology and 
nanotechnology. 
 Ms. Root, who holds a Ph.D. in 
biological sciences and is a senior 
fellow at the Woods Institute, is 
also active practitioner of making 
scientific information accessible 
to decision makers and the public, 

according to her online profile. 
 “As science impacts so many 
aspects of our lives, it is won-
derful to have a venue where 
researchers can engage in dia-
logue with Silicon Valley resi-
dents,” said Walter Moos, a Cafe 
board member and vice president 
of SRI’s Biosciences Division. 
 The event’s sponsor is Roxro 
Pharma, Inc., of Menlo Park. 
For more information on Cafe 
Scientifique Silicon Valley, go to 
cafescisv.org. 
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me 
at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111,  Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free
market analysis of your property.

California Incentive Programs

Q:  I am building a new home and 
want to include solar power if it is a 
good and cost effective system. Are 
there incentive programs I can take 
advantage of?

A:  The State of California is pro-
viding solar energy incentives for 
homebuilders and owners of exist-
ing homes. The California Energy 
Commission administers incentives 
if you are building a new home, and 
if you are retrofitting an older home 
with solar systems, the California 
Public Utilities Commission handles 
the incentive program. California has 
set a goal that by 2017; solar-produced 
energy will provide 3000 megawatts of 
electricity. There will also be expand-

ed use of renewable source of energy 
to provide electricity.

The initial incentives expired 
December 31, 2006 but there are re-
vised programs beginning this month. 
You should be able to take advantage of 
one of these incentive programs to get 
a tax credit on both your state and fed-
eral tax returns. Solar energy systems 
have been changing and adapting to 
be more modern in design and more 
efficient. It will be a gradual process 
but in 10-15 years solar energy will be 
much more common in California and 
other states. You are wise to include a 
solar energy system in your new home 
because this is the way of the future for 
energy in California.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

• Plumbing 
   Emergencies
• Leaking Pipes
• Dripping Faucets
• Clogged Drains
• Water Filtering 
   Systems
• Water Conservation
• Garbage Disposals

• Instant Hot Water 
Systems

• Recirculation 
   Systems
• Water Heaters
• Copper Repiping
• Hydro-Jetting Service
• Video Inspection

Priced competitively 
and located locally. All 
services performed by 
licensed union-trained 
professional plumbers

800-378-DRIP
(800-378-3747)

E-mail:
Info@plumbingservice.com

Check Our Web Site:
 www.plumbingservice.com

Fix those nagging home and business plumbing
and repair problems for the new year !

Start the
New Year off right
Start the
New Year off right

‘Children of Eden’ at Sacred Heart

Photo by Lynn Healy

Senior Megan Putnam, center, plays Eve in Sacred Heart Schools’ performance of “Children of 
Eden.” She is surrounded by the Snake, portrayed, from left, by Alle Cacchoine, Andie Rodriguez, Ian 
Rhine, Lisa Flynn and Rachael Henry. 

Correction
The “Our Neighborhoods” publica-
tion, which was inserted in the Dec. 
27 issue of the Almanac, contained 
the following errors:
■ The Menlo Park Facts box on 
Page 23 contains statistics pertain-
ing to Atherton.

■ The words “Pine Forest” on the 
map should be “Park Forest.”
■ The map on Page 83 for Woodside 
Highlands in Portola Valley is the map 
for Woodside Heights in Woodside.
Corrections will appear in the online 
version of Our Neighborhoods. The 
Almanac regrets the errors.

Science salon in Menlo Park
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 Local kids who trekked 
through Nepal and filmed 
their eye-opening adventures 
have a five-minute trailer of 
their work-in-progress docu-
mentary posted on YouTube.
com. To view it, just search 
YouTube for “Himalayan High 
School.” 
 Menlo-Atherton High 
School alumni Kenny Mee-
han and Matt McCroskey led 
a group of high school stu-
dents, including some from 

Menlo-Atherton and Summit 
Prep, to villages in the remote 
Himalayas, where they got to 
know teenage Nepali students. 
Besides testing their physical 
stamina, the experience chal-
lenged their assumptions about 
life in a developing nation such 
as Nepal.
 To prepare for the trip, the 
group took photography and 
video classes at the Riekes Cen-
ter in Menlo Park, and they 
hope their documentary, when 

it’s finished, will get picked up 
by PBS stations and the film 
festival circuit.
 An Almanac cover story 
about the Nepal documentary 
project appeared in the Oct. 
11, 2006, issue. It can be found 
online at AlmanacNews.com by 
searching the Almanac archive. 
Information about the Riekes 
Center, a nonprofit mentoring 
organization founded by Gary 
Riekes of Woodside, is online 
at Riekes.org. 

Boesch were defeated. 
 Mr. Cline said Mr. Boesch’s 
resignation just after the elec-
tion is “coincidental timing.”
 “I don’t think [Mr. Boesch] was 
ever solely responsibility for the 
lack of openness,” Mr. Cline said. 
“Things were rushed because he 
was responding to the will of the 
council.”
 “Government openness was an 
issue covered during the recent 
campaign, and now we have to 
try and translate that into some 
action,” Mr. Robinson said.  “It 
would be good to see staff take 
a more neutral position, even 
though it is hard to say ‘no’ to 
council.”
 Mr. Cline and Councilman 
John Boyle said the city should 
find an interim manager “as 
soon as possible.” Mr. Robinson 
estimated it would take four to 
six months for the council to 
recruit, interview and hire a new 
manager.

‘Unpleasant relationship’
 Former counci lwoman 
Mickie Winkler said the city 
manager’s resignation is far 
from coincidence, and is tied 
to the new makeup of the 
council.
 She said Mr. Boesch is “an 
exemplary city manager,” but he 
and his staff would be suscepti-
ble to “an overload of criticism” 
under the new council.
 “An unpleasant relationship 
was in the works, and I’m not 
at all surprised [Mr. Boesch] is 

leaving the Menlo Park scene,” 
she said.
 But Mr. Cohen, who has been 
particularly critical of how Mr. 
Boesch and his staff have dealt 
with budget cuts and program 
changes to the lower-income 
Belle Haven neighborhood, said 
he feels “neutral” about the city 
manager’s resignation.
 “I like David Boesch. Even 
though I didn’t always agree 
with him, I thought he was a 
good manager,” Mr. Cohen 
said.
 Critics of the city manager 
are more outspoken, and tie 
him to unpopular decisions 
made by the previous council 
majority.
 “A lot of problems have erupt-
ed over the last four years, and 
it turns out [Mr. Boesch] was 
one of them,” said resident Don 
Brawner, who has opposed a 
slew of development projects 
OK’d by Mr. Boesch’s staff.
 “So many things have been 
done out of order, outside of the 
public eye and contradictory to 
our general plan.”
 Councilman John Boyle 
acknowledged that some may 
associate Mr. Boesch with the 
“old regime, if you will,” but 
said that the city manager was 
“never aligned” with council 
members.
 Mr. Boesch was Sunnyvale’s 
director of community develop-
ment before coming to Menlo 
Park in 2000 to succeed Jan 
Dolan, who became city man-
ager in Scottsdale, Arizona. A

BOESCH
continued from page 5

  ■ MENLO PARK

Gang of thieves prompts
Draeger’s market to lock
one door in evenings 
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Anyone shopping at Drae-
ger’s in Menlo Park dur-
ing the evening recently 

and trying to enter the store 
on the Menlo Avenue side may 
have noticed the traditional 
supermarket indication of a 
locked door — a six-foot pile of 
shopping baskets blocking the 
entrance from the inside. 
 The door at Menlo Avenue 
and University Drive will be 
locked every night at 7:30 p.m., 
said store co-owner Richard 
Draeger. A gang of professional 
shoplifters is in the area “and 
they’re hitting stores such as 
ours later in the day,” he said. 
“This is going to make it a little 
more difficult for them.” 
 Store management took the 
step after the closed-circuit 
TV system recorded a team of 

thieves in action, Mr. Draeger 
said. While it may not be pos-
sible to catch them in the act 
— “There’s only so many eyes 
and ears that you have,” he said, 
— the locked door adds an 
obstacle and may prompt the 
thieves to leave the store alone 
and/or leave the area. 
 “It’s a very, very significant 
issue,” he said. “It’s only grown 
over the years.” Mr. Draeger 
said he did not have figures at 
hand on how much the store had 
lost to shoplifting over the past 
year, but added that he is work-
ing with the Menlo Park Police 
Department. 
 Draeger’s “is very sensitive to 
customer convenience” and 
picked a time of day to lock the 
door when the usage of the pri-
vate parking lot at Menlo Avenue 
and University Drive is at a 
minimum, Mr. Draeger said.  A

Key events under City Manager Boesch
 David Boesch began his tenure 
as Menlo Park’s city manager on 
July 1, 2000. These are some key 
moments that defined his time 
in the city staff ’s top post.

■ 2001: Prompted by the burst 
of the dot-com bubble, Menlo 
Park embarks on five consecu-
tive years of service reductions 
and fee increases to compensate 
for falling revenues. Among the 
reductions are staff cuts and 
closing city offices to the public 
on alternate Fridays.

■ November 2001: Voters over-
whelmingly pass Measure T, a $38 
million bond measure to fund 
recreation and other community 
services projects.

■ November 2002: Lee Duboc, 
Nicholas Jellins and Mickie Win-
kler are elected to the City 
Council, giving the council a 
three-member, pro-business and 
pro-development majority.

■ May 2004: Ordinance 926, 
a set of changes to the city’s 
home-building rules backed by 
the council majority, is rescind-
ed after a referendum campaign 
led by Kelly Fergusson.

■ September 2005: The city 
begins the “your city/your deci-
sion” community budget pro-
cess, which asks residents how 
they would reduce services 
and/or increase taxes and fees 
to balance the city’s budget.

■ November 2005: A devel-
oper proposes building a golf 
course and sports fields at the 
160-acre Bayfront Park, pit-
ting sports enthusiasts against 
environmentalists. The devel-
oper eventually withdraws 
the proposal, citing public 
opposition and environmental 
hurdles.

■ February 2006: Operation 
of the city’s newly built, publicly 

funded Burgess Aquatics Center 
is handed over to a private com-
pany just four weeks after the 
operator came forward with his 
proposal to run the $6.8 million 
facility.

■ September 2006: An effort 
to privatize the city’s Burgess 
child care programs ends pre-
maturely when the only serious 
outside bidder withdraws its pro-
posal, citing public opposition.

■ October 2006: The residents’ 
group Menlo Park Tomorrow 
leads a successful referendum 
campaign against the Derry con-
do-commercial project.

■ November 2006: Three can-
didates run for council on a 
platform of opposing the council 
majority, and vowing to reform 
the city’s decision-making process. 
Two of them — Richard Cline 
and Heyward Robinson — are 
elected.

Movie trailer of  teens’ Nepal trek online

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi

The dirt beneath our streets
Earthmoving equipment of all kinds found employment on Camino Al Lago in Atherton last week as 
workers prepared new parking spaces at Las Lomitas Elementary School, part of an overall plan to 
rearrange parts of the campus to make room for portable classrooms. 
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   Extreme Quiet Operation

$350.00

Visit our fully functioning showroom at
751 Warrington Ave., Redwood City, 94061
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www.trane.com

650.368-3456
Ca Lic. #706791

HVAC Specialist for over 20 years

REBHOLTZ MECHANICAL, INC.
Heating • Air Conditioning

WE SELL
ENERGY 
STAR

It's Hard To Stop A Trane®

Financing Available
6 months • SAC • OAC

You give me your financial goals.  
I’ll give you powerful tools to help
achieve them.

Looking for a representative who offers (his/her) 

financial solutions? Then look to me for:

• Life Insurance

• Retirement Strategies

• Estate Strategies

• Disability Income

• Mutual Funds

I focus on helping people create, conserve, and

 distribute assets. To learn more, call me today.

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock is a Registered Representative of New England Securities Corp., 950 Tower Lane, 
Ste. 1000, Foster City, CA 94404.New England Financial is the service mark for New England Life Insurance 
Company, 501 Boylston Street, Boston, MA, a MetLife company. Securities products offered through 
registered representatives of New England Securities Corp., Boston, MA (member NASD, SIPC)
CD200604020, Exp.07/30/2008

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock, CLU , ChFC

New England Financial

950 Tower Lane, Suite 1000
Foster City, CA 94404
650-286-5800
Fax: 650-286-5818
tpollock@sf.nef.com

• Long-Term Care InsuranceCA. Insurance lic. 0453266

® ®

Financial Representative

Registered Representative

• Annuities

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock, CLU®, ChFC®

Financial Representative
CA. Insurance Lic. 0453266

New England Financial

950 Tower Lane, Suite 1000
Foster City, CA 94404
650-286-5800
Fax: 650-286-5818
tpollock@sf.nef.com

Looking for a representative who offers his 
fi nancial solutions? Then look to me for:

• Life Insurance                                       

• Annuities

• Estate Conservation Strategies

• Retirement Strategies

• Disability Income Insurance

• Mutual Funds

• Long-Term Care Insurance

I focus on helping people create, conserve, and 
distribute assets. To learn more, call me today.

Half-million dollar wine theft reported
 Atherton police are looking 
for 177 bottles of valuable wine 
that were reported stolen from 
the basement of a home on 
Fair Oaks Lane in Atherton on 
Thursday, Jan. 4. 
 Each bottle has a street 
value of about $3,000, said 
Detective Kristin Nichols of 

the Atherton Police Depart-
ment. The investigation into 
the $531,000 heist is “still in 
the beginning stages,” she 
added. 
 Anyone who has an encoun-
ter with someone trying to 
unload wine known to be of 
high value but for a much 

lower than expected price 
should call Atherton police at 
688-6500, Ms. Nichols said. 
 Ms. Nichols said she did 
not know whether the wine 
was white or red, nor did she 
provide any details on how the 
wine might have been removed 
from the basement. 

Shooting: Officers on administrative leave
 Two Menlo Park police officers 
remain on paid administrative 
leave after being involved in the 
Dec. 22 fatal shooting of a teen-
age suspect in an East Palo Alto 
shooting and robbery, according to 
Nicole Acker, a Menlo Park Police 
Department spokeswoman.
 Ms. Acker said the officers 
will not be identified unless the 
ongoing investigation of the 
shooting leads to prosecution of 
the officers.
 The Menlo Park department 
is undergoing an internal affairs 
investigation, which is separate 
from the criminal investigation 
that the East Palo Alto Police 
Department, the San Mateo 

County Sheriff ’s Office and 
the county District Attorney’s 
Office are conducting, she said.
 The shooting occurred when 
two Menlo Park police officers 
and one deputy sergeant from the 
Sheriff’s Office encountered two 
robbery and shooting suspects 
in East Palo Alto, said Capt. Don 
O’Keefe of the Sheriff’s Office.
 As a Menlo Park officer tried to 
detain suspect Maikeli Iongi, 16, of 
East Palo Alto, the two struggled 
and the officer lost his balance, 
said Lt. Tom Alipio of the East Palo 
Alto Police Department.
 Lt. Alipio said the teenager then 
pulled a gun from his waistband 
and shot two rounds at the officer, 

missing him. The other Menlo 
Park officer and the deputy ser-
geant then shot the boy, he said. 
 The second suspect has been 
identified as Kilipeni Pahulu, 
18, of East Palo Alto. He is 
charged with armed robbery, 
and posted bail on Tuesday, Dec. 
26, Lt. Alipio said.
 The man allegedly shot by 
the two suspects survived his 
wounds.
 Police are asking anyone with 
information about the incident 
to contact Detective Jeff Liu of 
the East Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment at 853-3131, or Inspector 
John Minahan of the District 
Attorney’s Office at 363-4834.

 Joseph Morrow, the Menlo Park 
man accused of murdering his 
wife and burying her body in Los 
Gatos 15 years ago, is getting a bit 
closer to having his day in court.
 Maneuvering by his defense 
attorneys brought his trial to 
a halt just as a jury was being 
selected last spring, and it has 
been on hold ever since.
 A dispute over the previous 
prosecutor’s handling of evidence 
is awaiting a decision by the state 
Court of Appeals in San Fran-
cisco, and the two sides are set to 
present oral arguments on Janu-

ary 24, said prosecutor Steve Wag-
staffe of the San Mateo County 
District Attorney’s Office.
 Once the oral arguments are 
presented, the appeals court has 
90 days to hand down a deci-
sion, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 Mr. Morrow’s attorneys are 
seeking the removal of presid-
ing San Mateo County Supe-
rior Court Judge Craig Parsons 
because the case’s former pros-
ecutor, Jack Grandsaert, may be 
called to testify. Mr. Grandsaert 
is now a county Superior Court 
judge himself, and defense 

attorneys have argued that ask-
ing Judge Parsons to rule on a 
colleague’s handling of the case 
is a conflict of interest. 
 The defense team’s request was 
denied by an out-of-county judge, 
and then denied in a one-line deci-
sion by the appellate court, Mr. 
Wagstaffe said. The state Supreme 
Court declined to hear the appeal 
and directed the appellate court to 
set aside its denial and craft a full 
written response, he said.
 A case status conference is set 
for Feb. 9 in San Mateo Superior 
Court.

Woman sentenced in theft of nuns’ mail 
 The woman who pleaded “no 
contest” to stealing mail from 
Menlo Park Dominican nuns in 
2005 was sentenced Friday, Jan. 
5, to a maximum of six months 
in San Mateo County jail.
 Linda Chlubna, 59, was also 
given three years of probation and 
ordered to undergo psychiatric 
counseling. She was sentenced 
by San Mateo County Superior 
Court Judge Craig Parsons.
 Ms. Chlubna had agreed to 
one count of second-degree 
burglary and one count of mail 
theft in exchange for jail time 
but no prison, said San Mateo 
County Deputy District Attor-
ney Steve Wagstaffe.
 The mail theft charges coin-

cided with her work as a recep-
tionist at the Corpus Christi 
Monastery at 215 Oak Grove 
Ave. in Menlo Park. She was 
caught using a Target store gift 
card that had been sent to a nun, 
and later admitted to stealing 
nuns’ mail, the report said. 
 After 60 days in jail, Ms. 
Chlubna can apply for house 

arrest during which she would 
wear an electronic monitoring 
bracelet, Mr. Wagstaffe said. The 
Target store in Redwood City and 
the monastery are off-limits for 
her, and she is not allowed to be 
employed in a position of trust. 
 She was also fined $240 and 
required to provide a DNA 
sample. 

Corrections
■ The correct name of the 16-year-
old who was killed in East Palo Alto 
on Dec. 22 in an alleged shootout 
between the teenager and police is 
Maikeli Iongi. The San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office originally misspelled 
his last name as “Longi.” 

■ In the Dec. 27 issue of the Alma-
nac, Portola Valley Ranch resident 
Armand Neukermans was incor-
rectly referred to as president of the 
Ranch’s neighborhood association. 
In fact, he is not an officer of the 
neighborhood association but is a 
resident of the neighborhood. 

Court to hear murder case arguments
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Lydian Academy Opens in
Menlo Park

Offering 1-1 instruction for high school
credit and other educational services.

Free college application workshop in Oct. & Nov.
Submit your CSU application with time to 
spare and receive expert coaching from 

our certified college counselor.

Call 650-321-0550 to reserve.

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 • www.lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy, LLC

Do you need a Fresh Start
for second semester?

Come to Lydian Academy
where individualized instruction 

can help you succeed.
We offer one-on-one instruction for high school 
credit, tutoring, and other educational services. 

Call 650-321-0550 to schedule your 
free transcript review and initial consultation.

MENLO-ATHERTON LITTLE LEAGUE

2007 Season - Online Registration is still open. Go to www.m-all.org
to register and fi nd all the necessary information. MUST REGISTER BY 
JANUARY 17, 2007 TO GUARANTEE YOUR SPOT.
Tell your friends to register NOW!

Boys and Girls, age 6-16, for softball, T-ball, pitching machine, AAA, 
Majors, Juniors, and Seniors.

Boundaries - to play in the M-ALL divisions of T-ball, pitching machine, 
AAA or Majors, you must be living in Menlo Park east of El Camino and 
west of Highway 101 or any part of Atherton. To play in the M-ALL 
divisions (combined with Alpine Little League) of softball, Juniors or 
Seniors, you must be living in any part of Menlo Park west of Highway 
101 or any part of Atherton, Portola Valley, and Woodside.

Registration forms found online only. 

The “Harmonica Player” is the 
work of Greg Randall, a junior at 
Sacred Heart Prep in Atherton.

Student photo exhibit explores ‘The Five Senses’
 Advanced photography stu-
dents at Sacred Heart Prep 
in Atherton are exhibiting 
their work in a show at the 
Bank of America lobby at 633 
Santa Cruz Ave. in Menlo Park 
through Jan. 27. 
 Titled “The Five Senses,” 
the show features the work 
of 10 juniors and seniors and 
explores sight, hearing, touch, 
smell and taste. 

 The exhibit highlights a col-
lection of black and white prints, 
produced by students enrolled 
in the upper-level photography 
program offered for the first time 
this fall at Sacred Heart Prep. 
Their teacher is Lars Howlett.
 Students photographers are 
Michelle Miller, Marie Hamilton, 
Sarah Peterson, Rita Bolous, Greg 
Randall, Rebecca Abbe, Sandy 
Navaro, Pallavi Menon, Molly 
Dickinson and Ali Walters. 
 The collection can be seen at 
Bank of America from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.

This photo, called “Eyes” was taken by Pallavi Menon, a junior at Sacred Heart Prep.www.AlmanacNews.com

Post news and views on
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Bad television has been blamed 
for much wretched behavior and 
many social ills in modern times, 

so it may come as a surprise that a “really 
terrible” TV series is what set Menlo Park 
writer Michael P. Jensen on the happy 
path of his life’s pursuit.
 It was 1978, and the BBC’s production 
of William Shakespeare’s “As You Like 
It” was decidedly not as the young Mr. 
Jensen liked it. “It was terrible, I knew 
... but I also knew there was something 
going on with that language that was 
worth knowing more about,” Mr. Jensen, 
now 53, recalls.
 Deciding to dig in for the duration of 
the series, he began to read each Shake-
speare play before its broadcast “so that 
I would understand the story and could 
listen to the language,” he says. “And it 
worked for me.
 “And so this really bad series on televi-
sion ... became kind of a magical experi-
ence for me.”
 The magic didn’t go away after the 
series disappeared, however. Nor did 
his hunger to learn more about the 

Bard and his nearly 400-year-old work. 
Three decades later, Mr. Jensen is an 
independent Shakespeare scholar whose 
reputation in the world of fellow scholars 
has led to invitations to conferences as 
a presenter, contributions to scholarly 
publications, and what has to be one of 
the largest, most unusual collections of 
“Shakespeareana” imaginable.

A grand collection
 Last year, he gathered a large portion of 
this collection — books, movies, comics, 
gadgets, trinkets and toys with some con-
nection to the Bard — and hauled it up to 
Southern Oregon University’s Hannon 
Library in Ashland, Oregon, where it now 

exists under a grand title: The Michael P. 
Jensen Collection of Shakespeare in Mass 
Media and Popular Culture.
 He chose the university library to 
house the collection because its home-
town, Ashland, is also home to the cel-
ebrated Oregon Shakespeare Festival. It’s 
also a second home for Mr. Jensen and 
his wife, Cydne.
 The new collection was launched last 
October, and at that time Mr. Jensen deliv-
ered a “Shakespeare in the Library” series 
talk at the Hannon on the history of radio 
broadcasts of the festival’s performances.
 Mr. Jensen, a freelance writer who has 
lived in Menlo Park for about 17 years, 
delivered about 200 items to launch the 
collection and has many more he hopes 
to donate soon. On the list of future 
donations are comic books, stickers, 
bookmarks, mints in a tin, and a rub-
ber ducky-style bathtub toy. There are 
early to mid-20th century books and 
periodicals, and a 21st century computer 
software program for classroom instruc-
tion on Macbeth.
 Some of the more unusual items C
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Shakespeare scholar 
Michael P. Jensen sorts 
through material that will 
eventually be added to the 
Shakespeareana collection 
he established last year at 
Southern Oregon University 
in Ashland, Oregon.

Story by Renee Batti  •  Photos by Marjan SadoughiStory by Renee Batti  •  Photos by Marjan Sadoughi

WWhere there’s ahere there’s a

Menlo Park writer collects ‘Shakespeareana’ — artifacts that reflect 
how the Bard has influenced the world and popular culture

‘Shakespeare is sufficiently 
inexhaustible that, after all 

this time, there’s far more that 
I want to know than I ever shall.’

MICHAEL P. JENSEN
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already in the collection: a party-favor noisemaker bearing Shake-
speare’s image, a Shakespeare action figure, and a bobble-head Bard.
 He’s a magnet for such items, he concedes. “Friends and family know 
that I’m on the lookout for this stuff.”
 They not only send objects his way, they also alert him to possible 
Shakespearean allusions in movies, television shows and publications. 
Those alerts often launch him into his own investigations, furthering 
his expertise in a growing field of Shakespeare studies: the influence 
of the Western world’s most famous playwright on popular culture.
 On that topic, he can elaborate till dawn. Among his many published 
articles are expositions on the evolution of modern speakers’ use of 
the name Romeo; uses of Shakespeare in the comic strips Dick Tracy, 
Alley Oop and Krazy Kat; and actor Mel Gibson’s views on Hamlet.
 He also was one of only 13 contributors to a massive, two-volume 
reference book published last month, “Shakespeares After Shakespeare,” 
focusing on the Bard in the mass media and popular culture. Mr. Jensen 
wrote more than 700 entries in the radio and the comics sections.

Dramatic debut
 It was the article he wrote on Mel Gibson, who starred in the 1990 
film “Hamlet,” directed by Franco Zeffirelli, that boosted his visibility 
in the world of Shakespeareans and opened doors to him.
 Mr. Jensen had attended a Hamlet conference in Berkeley around 
the time the film was being issued, and Mr. Gibson showed up unex-
pectedly. The actor then spoke at the event, and afterward, Mr. Jensen 
managed to snag a few minutes with him.
 “I was really impressed with his professionalism, and began to see 
Hamlet through an actor’s eyes,” he says.
 Only afterward did he decide to write the article. “I was sort of 

Clockwise, from far 
left: Mr. Jensen’s 
uncle, Roy A. Lineer,
also known as Mike, 
painted this self-portrait, 
“Mike Contemplating a 
Bust of Shakespeare” 
— a piece that will 
remain in Mr. Jensen’s 
personal collection. In 
the foreground is the 
two-volume reference 
work that includes more 
than 700 entries by 
Mr. Jensen. Above, the 
Shakespeareana collection 
includes a tin of mints. 
Below, Mr. Jensen found 
and used this book 
— issued in 1935 by 
Warner Bros. at the same 
time the company released 
its “Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” movie — to help 
another Shakespeare 
sleuth in his research of 
the film’s history.

going through a crisis in my writing life,” he recalls. 
“I’d been writing for a long time, but (had started) 
asking myself, what do I really want to write about? 
Then this opportunity just fell into my lap.”
 Although he initially saw the article as “a one-time 
thing” in the area of Shakespearean topics, he says, 
he found himself enjoying the community of fellow 
Shakespeare lovers he found himself in more and 
more, and started coming up with good ideas for 
more articles.
 He followed through with those ideas, slowly 
establishing a support system of scholars and editors, 
including editor and scholar Bernice Kliman, who he 
says became “a sort of mentor.”
 “And the world opened wider and wider — the 
door opened wider and wider,” he says.

Independent 
scholar
 When Mr. Jen-
sen began serious 
research as an inde-
pendent Shakespeare 
scholar, he did so 
“with great intimi-
dation,” he admits.
 Not only does he 
not have a doctor-
ate in Shakespear-
ean studies, he did 
miserably in a class 
on the Bard he took 
as an undergrad.
 “There were all 
these people with 
Ph.D.s, and (I imag-
ined they were say-
ing), how dare I try 
to swim in their 
swimming pool,” he 
recalls.
 “I kind of expect-
ed to be swatted 
away, and I wasn’t,” 
he adds, crediting 
what he found to be 
an immense gen-
erosity within the 
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WillWill    ~~ He Wants itHe Wants it

See WILL, next page

‘There are so many ways of 
discovering and experiencing 

Shakespeare ... and pretty much 
all of them fascinate me.’

MICHAEL P. JENSEN
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Shakespearean community.
 Today, he is a contributing editor of the 
Shakespeare Newsletter, and his work is 
cited in a range of Shakespearean pub-
lications. For the newsletter, he created 
and writes the “Talking Books” column 
— interviews with Shakespeare scholars.
 He has also co-taught two courses in the 
Stanford Continuing Studies program.
 Through the holiday season he was 
hard at work at the Stanford library and 
other research outlets preparing for lec-
tures this month and in March.

Lifelong study
 Before getting hooked on the Bard, Mr. 
Jensen says, he had taken up other inter-

ests with passion and steady focus. For 
example, his fascination with the actor 
and film director Orson Wells kept him 
occupied for about two years, he notes.
 “But with most things, you get to a 
point where you know it, then move on,” 
he says.
 Then came those poorly executed BBC 
television productions of Shakespeare 
plays that caught his imagination.
 “Shakespeare is sufficiently inexhaust-
ible that, after all this time, there’s far 
more that I want to know than I ever 
shall,” he says. What hooked him, he 
explains, is the “breadth and depth” of 
the man and his work.
 “There are so many ways of discovering 
and experiencing Shakespeare,” he says.
 “You can (know him) through his 
times, through the other plays that were 
written at that time and his place in that 

mosaic, through his language, through 
his performance history, through mod-
ern performance, through studying the 
ways Shakespeare has been studied over 
the centuries, through his characters — I 
could add three times as many to that list 
and pretty much all of them fascinate 
me.”  A
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Mike Jensen points 
out a Mister Boffo comic 
strip, above, that includes 
Shakespeare’s wife giving 
the Bard some feedback on 
writing “Romeo and Juliet.” 
Below, from left, a rubber-
ducky style bathtub toy, and 
a sampling of films derived 
from Shakespeare plays.

WILL
continued from previous page

Donating to the collection
Have any Shakespeareana lying around the 
house or boxed up in your closet? Mike Jensen 
would love to have it so that he can catalogue it 
and add it to the Michael P. Jensen Collection of 
Shakespeare in Mass Media and Popular Culture 
in Ashland, Oregon. He can be contacted by e-
mail at mikejensen16@hotmail.com. “We’re not 
looking for cash, but a few new Shakespeare 
trinkets would be great,” he says.
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FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 20 YEARS

1411 Woodside Rd., Redwood City
(Across from Woodside Plaza)

(650) 365-6222

Winter holiday DUI arrests 
down in San Mateo County 
 The police in San Mateo 
County Over were busy over the 
holidays, arresting 315 people 
for driving under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs over the 18 
days between Dec. 15, 2006, and 
Jan. 1, 2007, for an average of 
about 18 arrests per day. 
 This year’s total for the period 
is slightly lower than last year’s 
325, according to statistics pub-
lished by the California Avoid 
program, an annual county-
by-county campaign meant to 
catch people who indulge and 
drive over major holidays. 
 In the Bay Area as a whole, 
the 2006 winter-holiday tenta-
tive total is 3,037 arrests, up 40 
percent from the 2005 total of 
2,177, said Officer Mike Wright 
of the California Highway 
Patrol. There were seven deaths 

this year compared to two in 
2005, he said. 
 There were no DUI related 
deaths in San Mateo County for 
2006. About 43 of DUI arrests 
were made by officers from the 
23 law enforcement agencies in 
the county who collaborate in 
the “Avoid the 23” campaign, 
Mr. Wright said. 
 A highway check point yield-
ed three arrests, and the other 
261 came about as a result of 
“routine traffic stops” by local 
police and sheriff ’s deputies, 
police said. 
 Overall, the 2006 total in the 
county of 489 arrests — over 
Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor 
Day and the winter holiday — is 
5 percent higher than in 2005, 
when there were 464 arrests and 
one fatality, police said. 

Honors, celebration for Dr. King
 Most government offices and 
schools will be closed Monday, 
Jan. 15, in honor of slain civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. This year the holiday 
falls on his actual birth date.
 He was born in Atlanta in 
1929. He began his civil rights 
crusade in 1955 when he led 
the boycott of buses in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, protesting 
discrimination against black 
passengers. On April 4, 1968, he 
was assassinated in Memphis, 
Tennessee, at the age of 39.

Community celebration
 “Carry the Vision,” the theme 
of the 20th annual commu-

nity and interfaith celebration 
honoring the life of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., will take place 
Sunday, Jan. 14, at 3 p.m. in the 
First Methodist Church at 625 
Hamilton Ave. in Palo Alto.
 LaDoris H. Cordell, retired 
Santa Clara Superior Court judge 
and Palo Alto councilwoman, 
will be the keynote speaker.
 Many organization are spon-
soring the program, which 
includes music by an interfaith 
choir and youth speakers from 

Costano School in East Palo Alto. 
Loretta Green, former columnist 
with the San Jose Mercury News, 
is the master of ceremonies.
 Refreshments will be served 
in the church’s fellowship hall 
immediately after the program.
 Singers are welcome to join 
the chorus. Rehearsal will be 
from 1:45 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
church before the event. Par-
ticipants are asked to wear choir 
robes or white shirt or blouse 
and black pants or skirts. 

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specifi c discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $399
•  Living Trusts $399/$499
•  Incorporations/LLC $399
• Probate (FREE Quote)
•          QDRO, Buy/Sell 
   Agreements 
• And much more!Kyle & Koko

New rules of road for 2007
 California drivers are subject to 
several new traffic laws that went 
into effect Jan 1, including a zero-
tolerance law that makes under-
age driving with any amount of 
alcohol in the blood a criminal 
offense and eliminates the option 
for administrative action. 
 For adults, driving with a 
blood-alcohol concentration of 
0.08 percent or greater is illegal. 
The threshold used to be 0.01 
percent for anyone under the 
legal drinking age of 21, but it 
is now 0.0 percent, said Sgt. Les 
Bishop of the California High-
way Patrol.
 Freeway drivers approaching 
the f lashing lights of a stopped 
emergency vehicle or tow truck 
are now required to either 
slow down or safely move to 
another lane to avoid the new 
“emergency incident zone,” 
Sgt. Bishop said. State Sen. Joe 
Simitian, D-Palo Alto, was the 
author of this new law. 
 Drivers still have 18 months 

— until July 1, 2008 — before 
the enactment of a new law, 
also authored by Sen. Simitian, 
requiring use of a hands-free 
cell phone when making a call 
while driving. 

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Ask for advice.
Rate a movie. 

Review a restaurant.
Report a sports 
score and more. 

Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com

So, you want to beSo, you want to be 
a news hound?a  news hound?

If you like seeking out news and fi nding facts, 
and you have good writing skills, you could be a 
candidate for a news reporting internship at the 
Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.
Get fi rst-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned 
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also op-
portunities to write feature stories on a broad 
range of topics.
Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week, 
with fl exible hours. In addition to a small sti-
pend, interns are paid for stories they write.
To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to: 

rbatti@AlmanacNews.com, 
or fax this information to 

Renee Batti at (650) 854-0677.



16 ■ The Almanac ■ January 10, 2007

N E W S  O F  L O C A L  P E O P L E  A N D  E V E N T S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Call today for a no obligation estimate.

650-368-2102
Most major credit cards accepted.  

http://peninsula.maidbrigade.com

Locally owned and operated.  
Cleaning homes like yours since 1979.

•  Uniformed, Bonded & Insured

•  Equipment & Supplies Provided

•  Every Cleaning is Inspected & Guaranteed

Read. Call. Do nothing more.

823 Hamilton Street, Redwood City
650-780-3550

Private
Parties

Catering
Available

expires 1/17/07

FREE Buy One Entree
& Receive One For Equal or Lesser Value FREE

Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

We offer 
Family haircuts, 

Hair colors, Perms, 
Wedding & Formal 

hair styles, Manicure 
& Pedicure, Facials, & 

Body treatments.
~ ~ ~

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

�

�

Menlo Park activist named ‘Breast Cancer Hero’
By Stephanie Cadora
Special to the Almanac

Eighteen months after her 
diagnosis with breast can-
cer, Lauren John became 

an activist for the cause. Twelve 
years into her survival, she is 
more committed than ever to 
finding a cure and empowering 
other women.
 Now, Breast Cancer Action, 
a national organization, has 
named Ms. John, a Menlo Park 
resident, for a Breast Cancer 
Hero award. Lifetime Television 
honored Ms. John and other 
survivors as a part of screenings 
for the movie, “Why I Wore Lip-

stick to my Mastectomy,” that 
aired Oct. 23.
 Ms. John got her start with 
activism after her cousin, Ron-
ni Shapiro, died in the middle 
of stem cell research to cure Ms. 
Shapiro’s own metastatic breast 
cancer. Ms. Shapiro had also 
lobbied her insurance company 
to cover the experimental treat-
ment. “She lobbied for what 
ultimately killed her,” says Ms. 
John in an interview.
 At the time of her diagnosis in 
1994, Ms. John was a journalism 
student in Boston and was able 
to complete a master’s degree 
program. In 1996, she moved to 
the Bay Area and joined Breast 

Cancer Action.
 For the past 10 years she has 
been writing for the organiza-
tion’s newsletter on such topics 
as politics, the environment, 
and women’s choices for treat-
ment.
 Women’s diet and exercise 
also are hot topics. An inactive 
lifestyle can lead to the over-
production of estrogen in the 
body, a possible link to breast 
cancer, she says.

 Since 2000 she has traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to take part 
in the National Breast Cancer 
Coalition.
 “The coalition taught people 
enough science to review grant 
proposals from institutions to 
do breast cancer research,” says 
Ms. John. “From 2001 to 2003 I 
was the breast cancer activist on 
a panel with 10 scientists.”
 There are many research 
questions, she says, such as how 
to tailor chemotherapy to 
patients, whether there is such 
a thing as a breast cancer per-
sonality, and why more black 
than white women die from the 
disease.  A

Lauren John was named for a 
Breast Cancer Hero award on 
Lifetime Television.

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com



MARIA is BACK 
with her mouth

watering desserts! 
~

PPALMAALMA is doing great is doing great
and will be hereand will be here 

Thursday-Saturday.Thursday-Saturday.

~
RenownedRenowned 

CHEF IGNAZIO MELISCHEF IGNAZIO MELIS
from Italy and Californiafrom Italy and California

is now bringing hisis now bringing his

talents to Buon Gusto.talents to Buon Gusto. 

~
Same Menu with LOTSSame Menu with LOTS 

of NEW SPECIALS!of NEW SPECIALS!

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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Trip south to Oaxaca darkened by reports of torture 

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Civil strife in southern Mex-
ico, begun in 1994 in the 
state of Chiapas by peas-

ants angry over inequities associ-
ated with the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, appears 
to be spreading to Oaxaca, a vaca-
tion spot for tourists. 
 After an eight-day trip to Oaxa-
ca in early December to interview 
people involved in the uprising — 
including teachers, human rights 
advocates and business people 
— Portola Valley resident Peggy 
Law has come back with reports 
of torture and disappearances at 
the hands of government forces, 
and to advocate for a change in 
U.S. trade policies. 
 Ms. Law was one of 12 mem-
bers of a Witness for Peace del-
egation that traveled to Oaxaca 
(pronounced wahaca) to get a 
first-hand view of the crisis. 
She will be speaking about her 
trip at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
9, in the Fellowship Hall at the 
First Baptist Church at 305 N. 
California Ave. in Palo Alto. 

 The talk, “Eyewitness Oaxaca: 
Grassroots Rebellion in Mexico,” 
is sponsored by the Peninsula 
Peace and Justice Center; the 
suggested donation is $5 to $10. 
 Ms. Law is also the founder of 
the National Radio Project, which 
covers stories missed or ignored by 
mainstream media. She has been 
to Central America twice before: 
to Nicaragua and Guatemala dur-
ing the wars in the 1980s, and to 
machiladora factories along the 
U.S./Mexican border. 

Wakened by 
water cannons
 The roots of unrest lie in the 
passage of NAFTA which, she 
said, has disrupted the tradi-
tional corn economy by allowing 
U.S. farmers to export low-priced 
corn to Oaxaca, undercutting 
local farmers. When farmers 
can’t make ends meet, foreign-
ers can buy their land thanks to 
an amendment to the Mexican 
constitution made just before 
NAFTA passed, Ms. Law said. 
 The current situation began 
last spring with a teachers’ 
strike over “a little more money” 

and breakfast for children who 
weren’t getting any and who 
were having “tortillas and salt” 
for lunch, Ms. Law said. 
 The strike climaxed when the 
teachers, who had camped out 
in Oaxaca’s main square, were 
attacked with water cannons 
by police one morning at 4:30 
a.m. Teachers are “highly prized 
professionals” in Oaxaca, Ms. 
Law said. The incident sparked 
a wider protest that brought in 

others, including indigenous 
peoples, students and farmers. 
 In the ensuing unrest, protes-
tors defaced buildings with graf-
fiti and set fire to unoccupied 
vehicles. Arrests were made, but 
without charges being filed and 
without visits allowed by lawyers 
or family members, Ms. Law said. 
Some 200 people have not been 
heard from since, she added. 
 In her interviews, she said 
protestors showed her scars, still 
healing and reportedly made by 
broken bottles wielded by jailors. 
Protestors were sexually assault-
ed, “severely beaten (and) hung 
by the hair and spun,” Ms. Law 
said she was told. Asked how she 
gauged truthfulness, she replied: 
“It was clear to me that they were 
talking about real experiences.” 
 Ms. Law said that no one in 
her group tried to speak with 
the governor of the state, whose 
resignation the protestors are 
demanding. The Almanac was 
unsuccessful in seeking com-
ment from Central American 
scholars. 

What to do?
 Without talks, trouble is 
ahead, said a local businessman 
who spoke with Ms. Law and 

who, she said, has been labeled 
a traitor by his government-
friendly colleagues: “If there 
can’t be a dialogue,” he said, “if 
the government and politicians 
are not going to sit down and 
talk with the people, there will 
be civil war. It will be totally 
ungovernable.” 
 As a U.S. citizen and an 
implicit party to NAFTA, Ms. 
Law said she wants to work the 
issue from her end, spreading 
the word about protestor mal-
treatment. 
 If you haven’t been to places 
like Oaxaca, it’s hard to under-
stand how much protection the 
residents are given when Ameri-
cans speak out, she said. 
 There are important questions 
U.S. citizens need to ask, she said: 
“Do we bear any responsibility? 
What is the price of silence? As a 
nation, as a citizenry, is it OK to 
not know? Is it OK to know and 
not speak up?”
 She said she is hoping to influ-
ence the new Democratic major-
ity in Congress to demand 
changes to NAFTA rules from 
the Bush Administration in 
exchange for renewed “fast-
track” authority to negotiate 
trade deals.  A

Peggy Law is advocating a 
change in U.S. trade laws.

■ Portola Valley woman goes to Mexico 
to learn about grassroots protest. 

TRY THE SURF IN  TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online Gathering Place

www.almanacnews.com

WANT TO MAKE WAVES?
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explain the special environments 
where native plants and flowers 
that once dominated the Penin-
sula still flourish. “We hope to 
begin construction in 2008,” said 
board member Bill Korbholz.

Challenges ahead
 Even with enthusiastic partner-
ships to improve its 16 parks and 
three regional trails, the county 
still faces challenges in keep-
ing them in good condition, as 
use increases and budgets flag. 
“Most people won’t engage to give 
$20,000 for a toilet,” Mr. Holland 
grumbled.
 Each year, more than two million 
visitors enjoy the county’s diverse 
parks, which range from redwood 
forests and rugged coastlines to a 
fishing pier and picnic grounds. 
Mr. Holland noted, “This growth 
has placed enormous strain on the 
ability to maintain and upgrade 
campgrounds, marinas, trails and 
historic structures.”
 Over the past five years, San 
Mateo County has lost 35 percent 
of its parks staff, Mr. Holland said. 
Its backlog of planned but unfund-
ed maintenance is $112 million.
 Mr. Holland appreciates the 

work of volunteers in cleaning 
up trails and weeds, patrolling 
trails and educating the public. 
“The Friends groups do a great 
job,” he said. “They create a 
future constituency for parks.”

 But the county still faces the 
tasks that volunteers can’t or 
won’t do, like repairing bath-
rooms, bridges, culverts, or roads. 
“Those take cash,” Mr. Holland 
said. “That’s a challenge.”
 Meanwhile, the park supporters 
who spent years crafting Novem-
ber’s Measure A are regrouping; 
they are analyzing what may have 
defeated the measure, and think-
ing about trying again, maybe in 
2008.
 “We’re not giving up,” said Mr. 
Korbholz, president of the parks 
foundation board. “We are trying 
to figure out what to do next.”
 “The need is still there,” said 
Julia Bott, executive director of 
the parks foundation. She hopes 
to come back with “a strong, well-
designed campaign that has sup-
port from diverse sections of the 
community.
 “The need didn’t go away.” A

Below is contact information on 
county park:

■ San Mateo County Parks Depart-
ment, 363-4020; eparks.net

■ San Mateo County Parks and 
Recreation Foundation, 321-5812; 
supportparks.org

■ Friends of Huddart and 
Wunbderlich Parks, 851-2660; 
parksupport.org

■ Friends of Edgewoood Natural 
Preserve, 1-866-GO-EDGEWOOD

■ Friends of Fitzgerald Marine 
Preserve, PO Box 451, Moss Beach, 
CA 94038; fitzgeraldreserve.org

   ■ INFORMATION

Comment deadline for park master plan
 The deadline is Monday, Jan. 
15, to submit comment on envi-
ronmental issues that should be 
addressed in the forthcoming 
environmental impact report on 
the master plan for Huddart and 
Wumderlich parks. The draft 
master plan can be reviewed at 

eparks.net, under “Park Plan-
ning,” and “Master Plans.”
 Comments should be sent to 
Sam Herzberg, senior planner, San 
Mateo County Parks Department, 
455 County Center, Redwood City, 
CA 94063. For information, call 
Mr. Herzberg at 363-1823.

Park backers look to partners, volunteers Arnold drive dropped;
backer pursues biofuel
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

If you passed by the Alma-
nac’s office on Alameda in 
Menlo Park this week, you 

may have noticed a big moving 
van out front.
 The Almanac’s across-the-hall 
neighbor, Amend for Arnold, 
is pulling up stakes to pursue 
another venture: producing bio-
fuel from algae.
 Lissa Morgenthaler-Jones of 
Woodside is CEO of LiveFu-
els Inc., as well as the head of 
Amend for Arnold, an orga-
nization devoted to changing 
the U.S. Constitution to allow 
foreign-born Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger to run for 
president.
 “Before we started Amend for 
Arnold, we were involved in bio-
fuel (research),” Ms. Morgen-
thaler-Jones told the Almanac. 
“The amendment effort will be 
handed off to others.”
 The governor would like a 
chance to run for president, but 
his wife, Maria Shriver, is not in 
favor of it, she said.
 “We’re putting it off to the 

side, and if any of his staff wish 
to resume it, they can,” she 
said.
 In the meantime, LiveFuels is 
moving to a biotech incubator 
in Menlo Park on Adams Drive, 
to pursue what some have called 
the Holy Grail of biofuel: pro-
ducing fuel from algae, rather 
than food crops such as soy-
beans or corn.
 “Ninety percent of what’s in 
your gas tank right now was 
algae 90 million years ago,” Ms. 
Morgenthaler-Jones said.
 Transforming algae into crude 
in fewer than 90 million years 
has not proved easy.
 “It’s been tried off and on for 
50 years,” she said. “It’s not a 
small challenge.”
 And there is a connection 
between Ms. Morgenthaler-
Jones’ two ventures: Gov. 
Schwarzenegger, who had been 
criticized for driving a gas guz-
zling Hummer, is embracing 
alternative fuels. He’s report-
edly going to convert his Hum-
mer to hydrogen or fuel cells, 
and guests at his inauguration 
were ferried about in fuel-cell 
vehicles. A

PARKS
continued from page 5

2115 El Camino Real
Redwood City

650.365.0280

• TIRES • ALIGNMENTS 
• SHOCKS • BRAKES

“When you 

don’t  want 

just anybody 

working on 

your car!”

WANT TO MAKE 
WAVES?

TRY THE SURF IN
TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
www.almanacnews.com
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When we set out 
to change the community,
we started by
changing ourselves.

INTRODUCING THE NEW

SILICON VALLEY

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

www.siliconvalleycf.org

650.358.9369 | 408.278.2200

The counties of San Mateo and

Santa Clara have always stood for

imagination and innovation. So when

it came to dreaming up ways to better

serve the region, we imagined a 

new way forward for ourselves.

This January, the new Silicon Valley

Community Foundation opens its

doors, following the merger of

Peninsula Community Foundation

and Community Foundation Silicon

Valley. The new foundation combines

more than $1.5 billion in assets with

a priceless portfolio of expertise and

experience-in turn creating a catalyst

for change greater than the sum of

its parts. Imagine that.

As of Jan. 4, 2007

Anonymous (53 gifts) ....................... $29,911
Judy & Doug Adams .....................................*
Kenneth Ashford ...........................................*
Melanie Austin ....................................... $150
Ruth & Art Barker .........................................*
John Bartlett.................................................*
Elaine & Loren Beckley ..........................$200
Barbara Bessey & Kevin Gilmartin ................*
Carmen Biland ..............................................*
Barbara & Bill Binder ....................................*
Marsha & Bill Bondurant ...............................*
James Brice .......................................... $100
Mrs. Hubert Brugger ..........................$5,000
Erla M.Coleman ..................................... $100
Linda Craig & Evan Hughes ..........................*
Catherine & Don Coluzzi ...............................*
Betty d’Arc ............................................$250
Nancy Davidson & Charles Olsen ...........$300
Nancy & Bill Ellsworth ...................................*
James Esposto ......................................$250
Teresa Feiock ........................................$500
Carl Feldman ................................................*
Nancy & Tom Fiene ......................................*
Mary B. Fuller ........................................$200
Penny & Greg Gallo ...............................$500
Robin Quist Gates ..................................$250
Lezlie & John Glare .......................................*
Ellen Gray .....................................................*
Sandy & Andy Hall ........................................*
Mary & Doug Heller ......................................*
Anne Hillman & George Comstock ......$1,000
Betty Howell & Gerald Anderson ........... $100
Mary F. Jourdan ............................................*
Nita & Clay Judd ..................................$1000
Andrea Julian .........................................$250
Sybille Katz ..................................................*
Dorothy Kennedy ..........................................*
Eileen & Ed Kennedy ..............................$200
The Kritzik-McAuley Family ....................$250
Ladera Men’s Tennis and Domino Fund ..$250
Jane Land .....................................................*
Diana Laraway .......................................$200
Judy & Tom Leep ..........................................*
Laurel Leone & Stephen Bellamy ...........$800
Evelyn & Jeff Leibgold ........................$1,000
Nancy & Robert Lobdell .........................$250
Carol & Hal Louccheim .................................*
Don Lowry ....................................................*
Gwen Luce ...................................................*
G. Lyndall Parsons ........................................*
Lorraine Macchello ................................ $100
The Mackenzie Family ...................................*
Donna Mackowski..................................$300
Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ....................$50
Marjorie & George Mader .............................*
Margaret Marshall ........................................*
McBride Family ........................................$30
Julie & Randy Merk ..............................$1000
Ann Morgan ........................................... $100
Cynthia Morrow & Robert Henen ........... $100
Kathy & Bob Mueller .............................. $100
Cindy Newton & Fred Stanske ......................*
Martha Norberg.....................................$400
Joan Norton ..........................................$200
Marion & Bob Oster ......................................*
Martha & Robert Page ..................................*
Barbara & Charles Preuss .....................$200
Sandie & Don Pugh ..............................$5000
Laverne Rabinowitz ......................................*
Raydean Randlett .................................. $100
Laura Reed ............................................$500
Lucy Reid-Krensky ................................. $100
Melba & Bill Rogoway ...................................*
Victoria Rundorff ..........................................*
Mary Ann & Marc Saunders ..........................*
Lyn & Woody Savage ...............................$50
Dorothy & George Saxe ................................*
Albert & Joel Schreck ............................$250
Nancy & Greg Serrurier ................................*
Arna & Hersh Shefrin ....................................*
Nancy & Bob Shurtleff ..................................*
Pamela & Adair Slater ...................................*
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Smith ...............................*
Marion Softky ...............................................*
Karen Sortino ...............................................*
Bonnie Stafford ............................................*
Paula Stewart ...............................................*
Pat & Jim Stocker .........................................*
Tate Family Trust ..........................................*
Christine & Eliot Terborgh ...................... $100 
Molly & Robert Tuthill ....................................*
Katherine & Mark Valentine ...........................*
Debbie & Robert Verity ..........................$200
Kathleen & David Weisenberg .......................*
Karen & Mark Weitzel .........................$2,000

Ann & Bruce Willard ......................................*
Eleanor J. Wood ...........................................*
Julie & Joel Zier ..................................... $100

In honor of:
Jean & Bill Lane for volunteers and the unfor-

tunate
Phyllis Quilter for Frank N. Blum, EE & Adm. 

J.F. Quilter, USN
Susan Bryan & Frank Adams for Helen 

G. Elliott
Anne & Stephen Galli for Louise 

& Wayne Dalton
Staff at Alexia Moore Winemaking
Kathy & Doug Stevens for Nancy Stevens
Shirley & John Reiter for the loyal volunteers 

at the Palo Alto Food Closet
Adam Creeger for his teachers at La Entrada 

Middle School
Marsha Campbell for Helena & Grant Curry

In memory of:
Anonymous for Jerry Crowley
Anonymous for Charles H. Holmes
Anonymous for Marlene Kron 
John Barbour for Richard H. Barbour
John Giovanzana for Mary Giovanzana
Carolyn & Colon Gulledge for Esther Johnson
Catie & Dennis O’Leary for Margarett Collins
Jo Ann Rogers for James H. Rogers
C. Sauer for Lucile Roberts
Valerie & Keith Van Sickle for E. Jerry Light & 

Kenneth Van Sickle
Abby Wilder for Robert Homans & 

Fessenden Wilder
Eli Yasek & Mike Fleice for Rufus, 

the Wonder Dog
Audrie Nevin for Jeremy Nevin
Barbara & Martin Seaney for Ruth Nardi
Anonymous for M. C. “Bud” Fox
Anonymous for Homer D. Hagstrum
Anonymous for David Phillips
Anonymous for Bill Land
Anonymous for M. & N. Iverson
Martha Fuller for Del Fuller
Pat & Ralph Haines for Art Haines, Sr.
Anonymous for Keith Cold
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Alfano for Charles 

J. Alfano

TOTALS: As of Jan. 4, 2007, a total of 
184 donors have given $81,616 to the 
Almanac’s Holiday Fund. 

* The asterisk designates that the donor 
did not want to publish the amount of 
the gift.

Holiday Fund donors

So, you want to be So, you want to be 
a  news hound?a  news hound?

If you like seeking out news and fi nding 
facts, and you have good writing skills, 
you could be a candidate for a news re-
porting internship at the Almanac, the 
hometown newspaper of Menlo Park, 
Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get fi rst-hand experience working for 
an award-winning community newspa-
per with seasoned writers and editors. 
Learn the basics of news-gathering and 
news-writing. There are also opportuni-
ties to write feature stories on a broad 
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours 
a week, with fl exible hours. In addition 
to a small stipend, interns are paid for 
stories they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter 
and resume to: 

rbatti@AlmanacNews.com, 
or fax this information to 

Renee Batti at (650) 854-0677.
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 There’s an author event for 
just about every genre of books 
this month at Kepler’s.
 Got hic love-t r iang les ? 
Check. Self-help from a celeb-
rity sports star? They’ve got 
that too. Slavery, vampires, 
prison-camp love stories, lov-
ing tributes to a late wife ... 
Kepler’s books has it covered.
 For a complete list of book 
signings, readings and events, go 
to the Author’s Showcase page 
on Keplers.com.
 Here are some of January’s 
highlights: 

■ Local author Lalita Tad-
emy revisits her fascinating 
family history in this fictional-
ized account of an 1873 riot in 
Colfax, Louisiana, where white 
supremacists massacred more 
than 100 black men. She’ll dis-

cuss “Red River” on Friday, Jan. 
19, at 7:30 p.m. 

■ Outrageous, best-selling 
author Christopher Moore 
will sign copies of his new 
book, “You Suck: A Love 
Story,” about vampire couple 
Tommy and Jody, whose previ-
ous escapades were chronicled 
in “Bloodsucking Fiends.” 
Wednesday, Jan. 17, at 7:30 
p.m. Seats are on a first-come, 
first-served basis; tickets to 
the signing line will be issued 
with purchase of Mr. Moore’s 
new book.

■ Martin Amis, whose 
bestsellers include the novels 
“Money,” “London Fields” and 
“The Information,” brings his 
latest work to Kepler’s on 
Thursday, Jan. 25, at 7:30 p.m. 
“House of Meetings” is the 

story of a love triangle between 
two brothers and a Jewish girl 
set in 1946 Moscow, penned by 
a man the Wall Street Journal 
describes as “a dazzling star of 
wit and insight.”

■ Atherton resident and NFL 
superstar Jerry Rice will sign 
copies of his new book, “Go 
Long! My Journey beyond the 
Game and the Fame,” on Fri-
day, Jan. 26, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
The Super Bowl champion’s 
book shares his life strategy for 
succeeding on and off the foot-
ball field. Tickets to the book 
signing will be issued with 
purchase of “Go Long!”

■ Calvin Trillin offers a lov-
ing portrait of his late wife, a 
woman he described as having 
“a weird predilection for limit-
ing our family to three meals a 
day,” in his book “About Alice.” 
He will be at Kepler’s on Satur-
day, Jan. 27, at 7:30 p.m.

■ Po Bronson, author of “The 
Nudist on the Late Shift,” spent 
three years interviewing more 
than 700 people to research his 
new books, “Why Do I Love 
These People?” and “What 
Should I Do with My Life?” 
This off-site author’s event takes 
place at 7 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 
29, at Le Petite Trianon, 72 N. 
Fifth St. in San Jose. For reser-
vations and tickets, go to com-
monwealthclub.org/sv.html or 
call 800-847-7730.

The Burgess Park pools are busy all winter
with kids teams, lessons, Aqua Fit, laps,
Masters swim, polo, triathlon, and even
kids triathlon — winter session on now!

Menlo Swim and Sport
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA  94025
650-328-SWIM (7946)

Program info, hours, 
directions, prices, and news:

www.menloswim.com

Winter Swimming!!

Swim Lessons: Special Price!
Session: January 8 − March 24
Winter only, 2 lessons/week for the price of 1
Sign up now to get your timeslot

WARM WATER POOL

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA� Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Inquiries, please contact Lindee Burton, Clinical 
Coordinator at (650) 725-2638 or email lburton@stanford.edu.

For further information regarding questions, concerns, or 
complaints about research related injury, and questions about 
the rights of research participants, please call (650) 723-5244 or 
call toll free 1(866) 680-2906 or write the Administrative Panels 
Offi ce, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305-5401.

You may qualify for a Research Study 
involving an Investigational Medication 
for the treatment of Neck Osteoarthritis 

(‘Whiplash’)

STANFORD UNIVERSITY AND CLINICS

INVESTIGATOR, RAJ MITRA, M.D.

Do you have NECK 
PAIN that has lasted – 
at least greater than 
6 months and less 

than 2 years?

Do you have NECK 
PAIN that has lasted – 
at least greater than 
6 months and less 

than 2 years?
Male or Female between ages 18-65

BALDEV MANN
Insurance Agent
1901 OLD MIDDLEFIELD WAY STE 6
MOUNTAIN VIEW
a029821@allstate.com
CA Lic: 0F24165

Subject to availability and qualifi cations. Insurance offered only with select companies.  Allstate Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company, Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and Allstate 
Life Insurance Company: Northbrook, Illinois  ©2006 Allstate Insurance Company.

Call me today about our full line-up.
(Auto. Home. Life. Commercial.)

(650) 691-4770

Kepler’s serves up Jerry Rice
Vampire lovers also on authors’ event calendar

‘Celebrating Martin 
Luther King Jr.’
Clayborne Carson, director 
and senior editor of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Papers 
Project and history professor 
at Stanford University, will 
speak at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 
14, as part of the “Celebrating 
Martin Luther King, Jr.” event 
at Kepler’s bookstore in Menlo 
Park. Also speaking will be 
Michael Honey, who will talk 
about his book, “Going Down 
Jericho Road: The Memphis 
Strike and King’s Last 
Campaign.”



Bernice Garrett Silber
Volunteer, Atherton resident
 Bernice Garrett Silber, a vol-
unteer with international rela-
tions organizations, died Dec. 
28. She was 94.
 Ms. Silber was raised in Los 
Angeles, graduated from Uni-
versity of California at Los 
Angeles, and 
earned a mas-
ter’s in social 
work from 
U.C. Berkeley 
in 1936. She 
met her future 
husband, Dr. 
Bernard Silber, 
while working 
as a medical 
social worker at Los Angeles 
County Hospital.
 She and her husband built a 
home in Atherton, where they 
lived for 53 years. 
 In 1942, Ms. Silber worked 
at the Japanese internment 
camp at Manzanar, where she 
developed a lifelong interest in 
both international relations and 
social justice. Locally, she volun-
teered at the Peninsula School’s 
library and Stanford’s Interna-
tional Center, tutored with its 
English-in-Action program, and 
served as a buyer/retailer at the 
UNICEF shop in Palo Alto. 
 Jun Wako, a Stanford Univer-
sity visiting scholar from Japan, 
said Ms. Silber was not only his 
wife’s English-in-Action partner, 
but a mentor and role model dur-
ing their two years in America. 

 “For Chizuru, my wife, Mrs. 
Silber (was) the center of her life 
in Palo Alto,” he said.
 Ms. Silber was also an avid 
swimmer and she earned many 
medals for backstroke with the 
Rinconada Masters Swimmers 
in Palo Alto, where she and Mr. 
Silber were members for 30 years, 
said their son Marc Silber.
 Ms. Silber is survived by 
her husband, Bernard, of Palo 
Alto; her children, Jennie 
Silber Butah of Watsonville, 
Katy Silber of Berkeley and 
Marc Silber of Atherton; and 
11 grandchildren.
 A memorial service will be 
held sometime in late January. 
For information, contact Marc 
Silber at 323-9776 or Katy Silber 
at (510) 684-3898, or e-mail jen-
nysb@earthlink.net.
 The family prefers memo-
rial contributions to UNICEF, 
Planned Parenthood, the Pen-
insula School in Menlo Park, or 
the Community Committee for 

International Students at Stan-
ford University.

William Fleming
Longtime Menlo Park resident
 William R. (Bill) Fleming, a 
Menlo Park area resident for 62 
years, died Dec. 28 following a 
long illness brought on by Par-
kinson Disease. He was 81.
 Mr. Fleming was born in 
Blairsville, Pennsylvania. He 
served in Europe in World War 
II  and was awarded a Purple 
Heart by the U.S. Army. He was 
a tool and die maker for 50 years 
and a devoted San Francisco 
Giants fan.
 He is survived by his wife, 
Doris; children Bill Fleming of 
Redwood City, Rick Fleming of 
Clarksburg, Pennsylvania, Pat 
Frey of Sacramento, Katy Dulik 
of Morrison, Colorado, Coleen 
Gilbride of San Mateo, and 
Bridget Fleming of Menlo Park; 
and six grandchildren.
 Private services will be held. 

Donations may be made to the 
Salvation Army or the USO. 

Leda Voropaeff
Former SRI employee

 Leda Voropaeff, who moved 
from Menlo Park to Hollister in 
2006, died Dec. 30.
 Ms. Voropaeff worked for SRI 
International and was a medi-
cal translator, volunteering at 
Stanford Medical Center. She  
was also a volunteer for Meals 
on Wheels.
 She is survived by her hus-
band, Victor Voropaeff of Hol-
lister; sons Nicholas Voropaeff 
of Hollister and Andrew Voro-
paeff of El Granada; and nine 
grandchildren.
 Memorials in Ms. Voropaeff ’s 
name may be made to The 
American Diabetes Association. 
Interment was in the Serbian 
Cemetery in Colma. Arrange-
ments were under the direction 
of Black Cooper Sander Funeral 

Home in Hollister.

Lucille Marino
Menlo Park resident
 Lucille Marino, a life-long 
resident of the Menlo Park/ Palo 
Alto area, died Dec. 22 at the age 
of 89. 
 She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Linda McCarley, Elaine 
Kamm and Debbie Cramer, 
brother Albert Stvra; and four 
grandchildren.
 Contributions to a favorite char-
ity may be made in her name.

 Marion Bellamy
Real estate agent
 A celebration of the life of 
Marion K. Bellamy will be held 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 13, 
at Peninsula Volunteers Little 
House, 800 Middle Ave. in 
Menlo Park.
 Ms. Bellamy died Dec. 1. Her 
obituary appeared in the Dec. 
13, 2006, issue of the Almanac.

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

To include your Church in
Inspirations  

Please call
 Blanc Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 239 

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

      GOING THE DISTANCE
To get the most benefit from eyeglasses, it is 

necessary to take precise measurements of the 
wearer’s face. This begins with examining how the 
frames rest on the contact points at the bridge of 
the nose and the ears. Because no face is perfectly 
symmetrical, frames must be individually adjusted. 
It is also critical that the prescription for each lens is 
squarely in front of the pupil of each eye. To achieve 
this goal, the pupillary distance (PD) measurement 
will be taken, which measures the distance between 

the pupils. For the most accurate fitting, the PD for 
each eye will be recorded monocularly (from the 
center of the nose each way) As you can see, being 
fitted for eyeglasses is an exact science.

In addition to flattering your appearance, 
eyewear must also fit properly on your face. At 
Menlo Optical, we feature a wide section of fashion 
frames and take careful measurements and make 
adjustments to frames to ensure that fit properly on 
the bridge of your nose. To maintain your frames 
take them off with both hands and use a soft cloth 
to keep the lenses clean. Call us at 322-3900, or 
bring us your new prescription. We are located at 
1166 University Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove 
Avenue and University Drive.

P.S. Near vision PD’s or computer vision 
PD’s are closer together and must be taken 
separately to ensure proper focusing with 
your glasses.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of 
Opticianry and National Contact Lens Examiners 
Certified Optician licensed by the Medical Board of 
California. He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 
1166 University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

ALPINE/WEST MENLO LITTLE LEAGUE

T-BALL REGISTRATION
Opens - January 2, 2007
Closes - March 2, 2007

If your son or daughter is 5 years old by April 30, 2007,
he/she is eligible for T-Ball.

Please register online at:
http://eteamz.active.com/alpine/

or contact:

Randy Gabrielson
Co-Commissioner
gabe@ccarey.com
(650) 688-8511

Scott Cacchione
Co-Commissioner

scacchione@mcfco.com
(415) 262-1347

P026038 04/02

statefarm.com®

State Farm® • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

like a good neighbor,
state farm is there.®

we live where you live.®

Suzanne Hilgeman, Agent,  CLU ChFC
CA lic. #: 0621860
Portola Valley, CA 94028
Bus: 650-851-3276
suzie.hilgeman.b8eh@statefarm.com

For your insurance and financial needs, 
see me your local State Farm Agent:

  ■ OBITUARIES

Bernice Silber

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Burglary report: Wine valued at 
$531,000 stolen, first block of Fair Oaks 
Lane, Jan. 4.

MENLO PARK

Burglary reports:
■ Storage locker broken into and lad-
der stolen, 300 block of Waverley Street, 
Dec. 28.
■ Residence broken into, 600 block of 
Pierce Road, Jan. 1.
■ Computer monitor stolen from office, 
200 block of Oak Grove Avenue, Jan. 1.
Assault with a deadly weapon report:
Stabbing reported, 500 block of Pierce 
Road, Dec. 28.
Fraud report: Identity theft, 1300 block 
of University Drive, Dec. 28.

WOODSIDE

Burglary report: About $400 in con-
struction equipment stolen from site, 100 
block Marva Oaks Drive, Dec. 29.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Domestic violence report: 100 block of 
Pinon Drive, Dec. 31.

WEST MENLO PARK

Burglary report: Two computers valued 
at about $2,200 stolen from residence, 
3000 block of Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Jan 2.

   ■ POLICE CALLS
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More to say on 
chloramine issue
Editor:
 Thank you for the Dec. 27 
article on chloramine.
 I would like to address the 
statement by Tony Winnicker, 
spokesman of the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission, 
who said: “It wouldn’t be pro-
ductive or a good use of anyone’s 
time to meet again [with Citizens 
Concerned About Chloramine] 
about the exact same issues and 
exact same thing when there’s no 
new information on either side.”
 We are insulted by this state-
ment.
 There is information on our side 
that the commissioners have never
heard in the first place. In fact, they 
have never heard a presentation 
from CCAC where we can share 
important peer-reviewed scien-
tific data that we have gathered. 
One-minute comments “from the 
public” do not suffice.
 Our group sent a letter in July 

When a participant in a group ride through Portola Val-
ley tossed a water bottle at a car that instead hit and 
injured a pedestrian last November, it unleashed a 

torrent of criticism of the speeding packs of cyclists that often 
ignore traffic laws and common courtesy.
 No rider could defend such bad behavior, but more often the 
charges come from irritated motorists who are forced to wait at 
stop signs or inch cautiously around a pack that can take up a 

good part of the roadway. The 
individual cyclists may be law-
abiding people in their other 
life, but when they team up 
with 50 other riders, the group 

takes on the characteristics of a Tour de France peloton, without 
the corresponding traffic control.
 Most complaints focus on the Morning Ride, the Noon Ride, 
or the Tuesday-Thursday Ride, which start in Palo Alto and 
wind through Menlo Park, Portola Valley and Woodside. Only 
elite riders or very fast amateurs participate in these rides, which 
often are led by top racing cyclists who set a torrid pace. Stop 
signs or traffic signals rarely impede the progress of these riders, 
who must focus on the bike in front of them to avoid crashing.
 And that is the rub. By disregarding stop signs and even traffic 
signals, this small group of riders is spoiling life for the thou-
sands of others who range from novice to expert and who are 
simply enjoying the sport of cycling, sometimes alone or with 
a few friends. These are law-abiding citizens who keep fit by 
riding around the loop (Portola and Alpine roads) or even up 
Old La Honda or Kings Mountain roads on their way to Skyline 
Boulevard or the coast. 
 Like it or not, all these roads are public thoroughfares, 

which means cyclists have every right to be there as long as 
they do not violate the law. Any idea that cyclists could be 
banned from these public roads is a non-starter, no matter 
how frustrated motorists might be about being stuck behind 
an ascending or descending cyclist on one of the hilly, wind-
ing roads that lead up to Skyline. Even Woodside’s restric-
tions on bicycling events may have to be scuttled if a recent 
legal opinion is correct.
 Ever since Lance Armstrong began his successful quest to 
conquer the Tour de France some eight years ago, people of all 
ages have flocked to the sport of cycling. That trend is bound to 
continue, which means even more riders will crowd local roads, 
especially on the weekends.
 This means that motorists and cyclists are going to have to 
figure out how to get along, on their own. Law enforcement 
agencies simply do not have enough staff to crack down on every 
infraction committed by cyclists or motorists.
 If letters and e-mails to the Almanac are any indication, the 
first step in the peace process should be an effort to convince 
pack riders to abide by the law. That alone would drastically 
reduce the number of complaints about cyclists. Other efforts 
might include installing “share the road” signs on the more 
popular bike routes, and enlisting help from all the local bike 
clubs like Alto Velo and Western Wheelers. The word “courtesy” 
should be paramount in all these efforts.
 These and other initiatives should be led by the bike com-
mittees of local governments. They, more than anyone, should 
know that many residents are concerned about the behavior of 
cyclists using their roadways. But motorists, too, must learn that 
they often have to give way, whether they like it or not. There is 
much to be done, but it is not too late to start.
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to the PUC requesting a time 
to present our information to 
the commissioners. They never 
responded. The next and only 
letter we received was dated Dec. 
5, 2006. There was nothing in 
there acknowledging our request. 
Instead, it was the same old “chlo-
ramine is great” story.
 Board members from two of the 
major water districts in the area 
have sat down with us in meet-
ings, listened to our presentation, 
and were happy to receive and 
read the very important material 
we have found. As a result, both 
the NCCWD (in Pacifica) and 
(the regional) BAWSCA members 
are much more informed about 
chloramine than the commis-
sioners of the SFPUC.
 It is clear from Mr. Winnick-
er’s statement that the SFPUC 
is afraid of the information we 
have to offer. If they learn what 
we know, they will have to take 
some kind of action on the chlo-
ramine situation in the Hetch 
Hetchy water system, something 
they are loathe to do.
 The SFPUC may keep its head 
in the sand and try to keep 
everybody else’s there as well, by 
attempting to control what the 
public does and does not hear 
about chloramine. It would be 
nice to have equal time with other 
agencies to make our presentation 
to the commissioners on our sci-
entific data and its implications.
 Hundreds of us have estab-
lished a clear-cut cause and effect 
between our symptoms and chlo-
raminated water by using water 
that is free of chloramine. This 
is an inconvenient fact that the 
SFPUC consistently tries to deny. 
It could be easily and inexpensive-
ly established that our symptoms 
are due to chloraminated water if 
the San Francisco Department of 
Public Health was willing to do a 
simple cause-and-effect evalua-
tion of its own, instead of spend-
ing $100,000 of taxpayers’ money 
on propaganda.
 We are not going away. To learn 
more, visit www.chloramine.org

Denise Johnson-Kula
President, Citizens 

Concerned About Chloramine
Florence Lane, Menlo Park

Chloramine meetings 
handled poorly
Editor:
Thank you for your Dec. 27 
article on chloramine.
 I attended the November 
meeting of the San Francisco 
Public Utilities Commission 
and the October meeting of the 
city’s public health department 
in Andrew DeGraca’s office 
and was appalled at the way the 
meetings were handled.

 The public and members of 
CCAC gave a lot of feedback to 
Mr. DeGraca and June Wein-
traub from the health depart-
ment, which was ignored when 
they did their presentation at the 
Nov. 14 SFPUC meeting.
 There were about 18 people at 
the Oct. 31 meeting, many who 
told them how they had estab-
lished cause and effect between 
symptoms and chloraminated 
water. Several of them had doc-
tors’ documentations linking 
their symptoms (skin, respiratory 
and/or digestive) to the chlorami-
nated water.
 People who use chloramine-free 
water find that their symptoms 
are completely gone. It 
was suggested that 
the public health 
department could 
do a preliminary 
invest igat ion 
into the cause 
and effects of 
exposure to the 
chloramine. Ms. 
Weintraub was 
completely opposed 
to any kind of investi-
gation of cause and effect. 
Nor did she want to ask doctors 
to report whether there were any 
increases in skin, respiratory or 
digestive symptoms since chlora-
mine was introduced in our water 
in February 2004. Ms. Weintraub 
wouldn’t even consider asking the 
EPA or an independent agency, 
such as a university, to conduct 
any studies. She maintained that 
chloramine was safe in spite of the 
fact that no studies have been done 
on these effects.
 I am concerned about all of 
the health effects that hun-
dreds (probably more) people, 
including myself, are having to 
suffer through. No one at the 
S.F. Health Department or the 
SFPUC seems to want to do any-
thing about this. They just spent 
$100,000 to cover this issue up.

 We need help. Assemblyman 
Ira Ruskin is looking into a bill 
to get chloramine out of our 
water. Please contact his office at 
650-691-2121. See www.chlora-
mine.org for more information.

Jan Frederiksen
Notre Dame Avenue, Belmont

Two paths to improve 
African high schools
Editor:
 Congratulations on the excel-
lent and timely article on local 
efforts to assist in the construc-
tion of a high school for girls in 
Naivasha, Kenya.
 The article highlights the selfless 

efforts of Margo McAu-
liffe of Menlo Park, 

whom I know, to 
assist Father 

Daniel Kiriti in 
Naivasha. I had 
the pleasure of 
meeting Father 
Kiriti two years 
ago, thanks to 

Ms. McAuliffe.
    Simultaneous with 

this article came inter-
national media reports on 

the opening of a magnificent high 
school for girls in South Africa, 
underwritten by Oprah Winfrey.
 What a contrast of macro and 
micro efforts by McAuliffe and 
Winfrey, dollar-wise: A fundrais-
ing goal of $300,000 by McAu-
liffe; a personal commitment 
of $40 million by Winfrey. Yet, 
underlying their independent 
efforts is the common recogni-
tion of the necessity of educating 
young African women.
 These efforts should not be 
viewed as missionary work, but 
as a substantive investment in 
the future of the continent. I fear 
some readers may conclude from 
Winfrey’s commitment: “Well, 
she has taken care of that.” Africa 
is a huge continent. Winfrey’s 
school is in South Africa. The 

school McAuliffe is assisting is a 
half-continent away.
 Here is an opportunity for indi-
viduals locally to be engaged in a 
global mandate. I urge those with 
an interest to contact McAuliffe 
at: margomca2@sbcglobal.net

Henry Organ
Euclid Avenue, Menlo Park

Suspicious of need 
for red light cameras
Editor:
 I want to echo the sentiments 
of Claude Leglise, (Letters Dec. 
13) who was quite eloquent on 
the subject of adding red light 
surveillance cameras in Menlo 
Park. When are we, as a popula-
tion, going to protest the legalized 
spying on us and our privacy?
 This grows more prevalent every 
day. Are red light violations a big 
concern in Menlo Park, or is the 
business of raising revenues really 
the bigger concern? I never run a 
red light, but what will be defined 
as a “red light?” We all have had 
the experience of heading into the 
intersection when the light is yel-
low, and later turns red.
 It’s my understanding that some 
of these camera companies have 
actually shortened the length of 
a yellow light to increase their 
revenues, since they are paid on 
the basis of fines levied. In such 
instances, they are actually creat-
ing the crime to line their coffers.
 When are we going to look 
to local government to serve 
and protect us, not spend time 
thinking of ways to drive rev-
enues on our backs?

Ray Sun 
Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

Summit Prep 
deserves accolades
Editor:
 Among the top local stories in 
2006 is the April announcement 
by the state of the first 10/10 API 

high school in San Mateo County 
history: Summit Preparatory.
 Summit rated highest among all 
high schools in the county, ahead 
of considerably less diverse schools, 
by achieving success with students 
of all backgrounds. Summit had 
the highest Latino scores in Silicon 
Valley and the highest Caucasian 
scores in Silicon Valley — all on a 
significantly lower budget.
 Summit’s achievement is all 
the more important for leading 
the way to revitalize public high 
schools — as the Almanac out-
lined in its cover story of Aug. 30 
last year — as innovation from 
Silicon Valley is applied to public 
education.

Chris Buja
Wayside Road, Portola Valley

(Chris Buja is a board member 
and co-founder of Summit Prep.)

Superman lived in 
our community
Editor:
 One year ago, Officer Richard 
May was shot and killed in East 
Palo Alto while performing his 
pledged duty to serve and protect.
 Sadly, for all of us who believe 
in good and strive to instill val-
ues in our children that will help 
them choose between right and 
wrong, we have lost a special local 
citizen, unselfish public servant, 
loving son, brother, father, friend 
and role model. I am grateful that 
I had the good fortune to know 
Rich from the time he was only 7 
years old and had been able to see 
him mature into such a wonderful, 
productive adult.
 Those of us who were lucky 
enough to know Rich personally 
were never fooled by his “Clark 
Kent” mild-mannered nature — 
we knew all along he was Super-
man. On Jan. 7, 2006, he revealed 
his true identity to the rest of the 
community.

Jay Gertridge
College Avenue, Menlo Park

V I E W P O I N T

By Fran Kearton

In early fall of 1954, my husband Reg and 
I were staying at the beautiful Greenbrier 
Hotel in White Sulphur Springs,West 

Virginia. At the time Reg was an executive 
with Lockheed Aircraft Corp. and 
was sent to the Greenbrier Clinic 
for his annual physical exam.
 One evening on the way to din-
ner in the main dining room with 
another Lockheed couple, Vern 
Johnson and his wife Dorothy, 
Vern caught a glimpse of Rep. 
Gerald and Betty Ford in a small 
room filled with Bingo players.
 Vern was head of Lockheed 
public relations in Washington so 
he knew most of the politicians, 
including then-Rep. Ford.
 Some of Vern’s best funny but sad stories 
were his days playing golf with President 

Richard Nixon at Washington’s Burning 
Tree Club and President Nixon’s unattain-
able stiff efforts to be a regular guy and one 
of the boys.
 On the other hand, Vern said Rep. Ford 

was really a regular guy and we 
would enjoy meeting him and 
Betty. After the introductions, 
Vern suggested that, if not oth-
erwise engaged, perhaps Gerry 
and Betty would like to join us 
for dinner.
     Which they did. Remember, this 
was long before he was president 
or even higher up in the House. 
He was not important enough for 
a Secret Service entourage.
     Even then Betty Ford suffered 

painful pinched-nerve problems which 
strike unannounced. Doctors claim the 
pain is triggered by stress, although Ms. 

Ford said perhaps her time as a dancer 
before her marriage was the source. I con-
fided that my nerve problems came from 
being hit by a truck at age 16.
 So while the men talked politics we had a 
ball comparing our shared pinched-nerve 
ailment horror stories. Of course nothing 
I went through later in life as far as stress 
could ever compare with what fate handed 
Betty Ford. That particular ailment caused 
her such pain that she became addicted to 
painkillers and alcohol, resulting in her 
founding of the world-renowned Betty 
Ford Clinic in Palm Springs.
 Fortunately, my attacks have not driven 
me to extremes, but I always felt a kinship 
with her and she became my favorite First 
Lady.

Fran Kearton lives on Mansion Court in 
Menlo Park.
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Buying or Selling in 2007? Call Tom LeMieux.

AT H E RTON

Barry Lane
Almendral Avenue
Clay Drive 
Fletcher Drive
Isabella Avenue
Logan Lane
Orchard Hills
Maple Avenue
Barry Lane
Prior Lane

ME N L O PA R K

Alameda De Las Pulgas
Bay Laurel Drive
Oakdell Drive
Cotton Street
Princeton Road
Elder Avenue
Ashton Avenue
Felton Drive
Bellair Way
North Lemon Avenue

ME N L O PA R K (cont’d)
Laurel Place
Encinal Avenue
Hermosa Way
Johnson Street
Bay Laurel Drive
Laurel Street
Cotton Street
Encinal Avenue
Berkeley Avenue
Hillview Drive

ME N L O PA R K (cont’d)
Shasta Lane
O'Connor Street
Poppy Avenue
Bay Laurel Drive
Valparaiso Avenue

PA L O A LTO

Castilleja Avenue
Kipling Street
Garland Drive
Miranda Avenue

Homes Sold in 2006

tomlemieux.com
T: 650 329 6645

tlemieux@cbnorcal.com

Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.


