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apr.com

“-
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 L
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. HLaL Lo

PALO ALTO

Built in 1893 and among the
oldest residences on Palo Alto,
this historic Professorville home
offers enduring quality and
style. 5 generous bedrooms, 3
bathrooms. Large 21,000+/-sf lot.

$5,700,000

{ HALF MOON BAY

{ This sophisticated luxury home

is situated in a private, park-

like setting on 1/3+/- acre. New
kitchen and baths. Decorator
details. 4bd/4.5ba, attached studio,
FR, dining room, 3-car garage.

$2,125,000

ATHERTON

Tucked away on a tree-lined street
with a country-lane ambiance,
this beautifully updated 3bd/3ba
home in a desirable close-in
neighborhood beckons classic
California indoor/outdoor
enjoyment year-round. Top rated
Menlo Park schools.

$1,595,000

apr.com | MENLO PARK OFFICE 620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE 650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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This week’s news, features and community events.

Reading at Kepler’s

Willian Poy Lee will read from his memoir, “The Eighth Promise: An American Son'’s Tribute to His Toisanese
Mother,” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8, at Kepler's bookstore in Menlo Park. Mr. Lee grew up in the housing
projects of San Francisco’s Chinatown, and writes from the perspective of his mother, as well as his own —
giving readers a view of the Asian-American experience from the vantage point of two generations. The event
is free. Kepler's is at 1010 EI Camino Real. For information, call 324-4321, or log on at keplers.com.
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B Bold plan to rebuild Hillview Middle School.
Page 5
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after time served. Page 17
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B Atherton names new chief of building
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title. Page 24
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B Police patrol streets of East Palo Alto. Page 10

B Despite budget surplus, city needs new utility
tax, says staff. Page 9
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B Pan-Asian persuasion: Red Lotus in Ladera
features reasonably priced, authentic pan-Asian
cuisine. Cover, Section 2
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On the cover

This wood, being loaded by fork-lift operator
George Solorio, spent its non-tree years under the
roof of what was Portola Valley School. In
dismantling the school, workers recovered 14,000
linear feet of wood, much of which will start a new
career as paneling on ceilings and walls of a new
Town Center complex. Photo by Marjan Sadoughi.
Story starts on Page 14.
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Booked?

If not, you should be. Reserve the Couple’s Suite
with 2 hydrotherapy tubs and 2 massage tables-
a great Valentine gift to share with your partner.

THERMAE

- SPA & WELLNESS .

650-833-3131
103 Gilbert Ave. in Menlo Park www.thermaespa.com

Is your
addiction
hurting

anyone?

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol
and other drugs. Our services are offered in a warm and caring
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals
gain control over their lives.

The Sequoia Center is licensed through
the State of California to deliver:

—Call today 1-800-997-5504
to schedule a free, confidential
assessment with one
of our Specialists.

sequoia
q CENTER
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES
— 650 Main Street, Redwood City
L 2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
r=n3 800-997-5504 » www.sequoiacenter.com

et

o Medical Detoxification
 Quipatient Treatment (Day & Evening)
® Residential Treatment

o Integrated Behavioral Health
Programs /Partial Hospitalization
/Day Treatment

HEALTH - HOPE - RECOVERY
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3015 WOODSIDE ROAD

0
's @mgﬁ WOODSIDE, CA 94062

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates: February 7 — 10th
www.robertsmarket.com

7% PRODUCE ¥</ @
ORGANIC BANANAS 99¢,.

Minneola

TANGELOS 99¢,.
Lon

ASPARAGUS $2.99.

(risp
ICEBURG LETTUCE J9¢..

rErEe R DEL] YO &S

C hiCken Satay =~ Chicken thigh meat marinated in

coconut and curry paste
5"
each

Ll S

C u I’ry Vegetab|e Salad ~ A fresh medly of veggies
with a spicy curry dressing
57

The White Wine To Have With Food

It may have a fancy address, but Sauvignon Blanc has gained a world-wide reputation as the
food-friendliest of white wines. This grape is the primary component of traditional French
wines of the Loire Valley and Bordeaux. In the former location, the most renowned Sauvignon
Blanc wines go by the names Pouilly Fumé and Sancerre. The best white Bordeau comes from
the Graves region, where Sauvignon Blanc is blended with the Semillon grape. Other areas of the
world with cool climates have adopted Sauvignon Blanc and made it their own. The most notable
of these areas is the Marlborough region of the South Island of New Zealand. These wines dis-
play more fruitiness, which many find irresistible.
auvignon Blanc is a white wine that goes great with many foods. At ROBERTS
MARKET, we can help you find the perfect wine for any food. Finding that wine
that goes great with food is truly pleasurable, and really adds to the meal itself. So
if you need a wine to go with 2 meal come talk to the experts located at our fine
store. We pride ourselves on catering to our valued customers' needs. If you
find yourself pressed for time visit our "heat it and eat it" department for
wonderful gourmet prepared foods.
Hint: Other fine Sauvignon Blanc wines come from California,
South Africa, Chile, and Austria.

P CROCERY V& TN
B s CAN $2.39
|G BELIEVEITS NOT BUTTER $1.69
N PEANUT BUTTER $1.99
OVAITINE CLASSIC CHOCOLATE MILK $3.69
PACEFICANTE LG $2.49
ARA & HANIER LOUID LAUNDRY DETERGENT 54 1
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2006 Pomelo Sauvignon Blanc, California Reg. $9.99, Sale $8. 6{
As the name implies, this is a fresh, fragrant, juicy white reminicent of pink grapefruit.
2005 Loosen "Dr. L" Riesling, Mosel-Saar-Ruwer Reg. $10.99, Sale $9.99
This beautiful bargain really shows the impeccible Loosen winemaking, from the great-
est vintage in decades.

2003 Clos du Caillou Bouquet des Garriguos Blanc . . .Reg. $23.99, Sale $11.95
This is Chateaunouf-du-Pape in all but name. Redolent of ripe pear and apple, with a
toasty richness and mineral complexity.

2005 Dom de la Cadette "La Chatelaine, Vezelay Reg. $19.99, Sale $16.99
This is a dazzling example of this Chablis look-a-like. Crisp lime citrus fruit with a
flinty finish.

2005 Dom Vacheron Sancerre Reg. $26.99, Sale $23.99
This is a brilliant Sancerre that really has the dimension and drama of much more
expensive wine.

2004 Varner Chardonnay, Home Vineyard

Last call for this 95 point Wine Advocate white world class wine from Portola Valley!

These wines are-limited to stock on hand.
Prices are net, and do not qualify for further discount.

FOIRSEAFOOD / MEAT 7 <
— Special This Week at Roberts —

519.98.
57.98.
59.98.
57.98:

ROCK COD (SNAPPER)
MARINATED TRI-TIP
TERIYAKI CHICKEN K-BOB
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Bold plan to rebuild Hillview Middle School

B Board favors
rebuilding campus
from scratch.
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By Marjorie Mader -

Almanac Staff Writer

he school board of the
TMenlo Park City School

District favors a radical
approach to building a new Hill-
view Middle School campus that
accommodates an expected 40
percent increase in enrollment
over the next six years.

The plan: build all-new facili-
ties — including three wings of
two-story classroom buildings
— on what is now the playing
field, and then tear down all of S e
the existing facilities, except the .BISWWUME
multi-use building. The space : [ s
where classrooms are located CLATHELD i : —l
now would become a four-acre ‘ DO | f
playing field and hard-court == __J,J
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area.
“The community will get the
most value for the money spent
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CONVERTTO B,

on new construction rather than
additional modernization of
the 50-year-old buildings,” said
board president Terry Thygesen.

“The analysis of options
showed us that building a new
two-story facility would be the
best approach to addressing all
the issues such as field and open
space, traffic and parking,” Ms.
Thygesen said.

The result will be more efficient
use of land, a bigger field area,
and more parking spaces, board
members said.

This option, however, means
tearing down facilities that
were built or modernized with
money from a $22 million bond
measure, approved by voters in
1995 to update the district’s four
campuses. Taxpayers will con-
tinue to pay off the bonds long
after the facilities are gone.

However, only about $6.2 mil-
lion of that bond revenue was
spent on modernizing Hillview
structures and building two sci-
ence classrooms and the multi-
use building. And about $3.8 mil-
lion of that was for the multi-use
building, which will remain.

Rebuilding the Hillview cam-
pus on its 9.5-acre site is expected
to cost around $40 million, and
will be paid for from the $91 mil-
lion bond measure approved by
70 percent of the voters last June.

Key meeting

Building a new school on the
current playing field emerged as
the favored option of the school

EXERCI H’MHEE
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SANTA CRUZ AVENUE

Conceptual plan/Deems Lewis McKinley, Architects

This shows how the new Hillview Middle School would be designed if the school board goes with its current favorite option. School buildings,
including two-story classrooms, are on the right, where the playfield is now. The new playfield, on the left, is substantially larger. The drop-off and
pick-up area moves to the rear of the campus. To see the layout of the existing campus, see Page 8.

board after a four-hour com-
munity meeting Jan. 30 in the
Hillview multi-use building.

About 200 parents, neigh-
bors and others attended the
meeting. A petition signed by
80 neighbors of the school was
presented to the board. It raised
concerns about “serious conse-
quences” from increased traf-
fic and parking tied to sharply
higher enrollment. Enrollment
projections show a growth from
659 students now to 913 in seven
years.

The board directed the dis-
trict’s design team to do addi-
tional work on the favored
option — including more study
of traffic congestion, parking
and safety issues — before the
board’s March 6 meeting, when
trustees may make a decision
about the design of the new
campus.

The proposed two-story cam-
pus would maximize available
space and provide higher-qual-

See HILLVIEW, page 8

Neighbors fear ‘serious consequences’

A petition signed by 80
neighbors of Hillview Middle
School raises concerns about
the proposed expansion plans
at the school. The petition
was presented to the board of
the Menlo Park City School
District on Jan. 30.

“We believe that these plans,
which call for an increase in
the number of students at
Hillview from the present
670 to approximately 912 over
several years, will have very
serious consequences for our
neighborhood,” the petition
states.

The petitioners asked the
district to prepare a full
environmental impact report
detailing the effects that the
proposed expansion will have
on the neighbors. “The filing
of a Negative Declaration
[stating that a full EIR is not

required] would not take into
account our concerns and
would be legally insufficient,”
the petition says.

Among the key concerns of
the neighbors:

B Traffic congestion and
related safety issues for stu-

dents — as well as motor-
ists and pedestrians in the
vicinity — particularly at

the beginning and end of the
school day, and during eve-
ning school functions.

B Parking on surrounding
streets, including Elder Avenue
and Politzer and Hillview
drives.

B Transportation of students
to and from school.

B The plan to eliminate
the Tinker Park tot lot and
the adjacent tennis courts at
Hillview, which were used by
the public.

B Environmental issues
relating to demolition and
construction.

“We want the best for our
schools, too,” said neighbor
Mike Armstrong, who present-
ed the petition to the board.
“We want our concerns as
neighbors to be considered.”

Board President Terry Thy-
gesen told the Almanac: “Clearly,
once a general approach hasbeen
selected for Hillview, the district
will begin an environmental
analysis of the project. Based
on the environmental analysis,
the district will determine what
type of CEQA (California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act) analysis
is most appropriate.”

“The district has every inten-
tion of being a good neighbor
and working in a constructive
way to address neighborhood
concerns,” she said.
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Lucile Packard \

Children’s Hospital
AT STANFORD /

www.lpch.org

Four-legged Friends
Take a Bite out of Pain.

What can help a child actually look forward to going
to the hospital? Packard Children’s animal-assisted
therapy program can. Just ask Caitlin, whose monthly
visits for treatment include spending time with
specially-trained pets that reduce her stress, anxiety
and discomfort. There is nothing like having a friend

by your side.

Ranked the #1 children’s hospital in
California by U.S.News & World Report,
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at
Stanford is a world class hospital devoted
entirely to the care of children and expectant

mothers — right in your backyard.

Read more about Caitlin and
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

at www.lpch.org.

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN'’S
HOSPITAL

6 m The Almanac m February 7, 2007



PEOPLE

Atherton names new chief

of building department

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

therton has chosen its
Asenior building inspector,

Mike Wasmann, to head
the town’s building department,
City Manager Jim Robinson told
the Almanac.

It’s been a tumultuous year
for the department, and the top
post has been open since former
building official Mike Hood
departed in June.

Mr. Wasmann, 57, started
the new job Feb. 5 at a salary of
$115,200 a year plus a monthly
auto allowance.

“I felt he was well-qualified and
well-respected in the community,
and has an excellent reputation
with those who have done busi-
ness with the Building Depart-
ment,” Mr. Robinson said.

Following Mr. Hood’s retire-
ment June 30, the building depart-
ment’s practices have been scruti-
nized in three internal audits, a
longtime staffer has been reas-
signed, and it was revealed that a
confidential private investigator’s
report was commissioned by the
city manager.

Recently, members of the San
Mateo County Civil Grand Jury
have been making inquiries into
the department, and the town is
facing potential litigation over a
short-lived excavation surcharge
on construction.

Asaresult, it’s been an anxious
time for the residents, archi-
tects, contractors and others
who frequent the town’s build-
ing department. They formed
a group, Atherton Residents for
Responsible Governance, and
worried they would lose an effi-
cient department run by staff
that they described as tough, but
responsive and cooperative.

By tapping Mr. Wasmann,
town officials appear to have put
those fears to rest, and signaled
that continuity and customer
service are still a priority.

Mr. Wasmann was interviewed
along with a number of other
qualified candidates, Mr. Rob-
inson said. He accepted the offer
of the building department’s top
job Wednesday evening, Jan. 31,
Mr. Robinson said.

Mr. Wasmann has been with
Atherton’s small but busy build-
ing department for almost 11
years, and also serves as a plan-
checker. Before joining Ather-
ton’s staff, the San Mateo native
said he was a general building
contractor in the Midpeninsula.

Mike Culley, a consultant who
has been serving as the interim
building official, will now take

’

over Mr. Wasmann’s job on an
interim basis while a search is
conducted for a new senior build-
ing inspector, Mr. Robinson said.
Although Mr. Wasmann was
hired from within, his leadership
signals a new era for the building
department. In recent months,
a number of procedural reforms
have been instituted and sophis-
ticated permit-tracking software
is slated to replace the build-
ing department’s inadequate and
antiquated system. Last month,
the Atherton City Council autho-
rized a review of the town’s zon-
ing codes to clean up confusing or
outdated regulations.
“We’re going to be addressing
a lot of the issues that came up
through the audit; hopefully,
that will start to smooth out
some of the bumps in the road,”
Mr. Wasmann said.
Councilwoman Kathy McK-
eithen, who has been a passion-
ate advocate for reforming the
building department’s proce-
dures, said she strongly support-
ed Mr. Wasmann’s candidacy
for the job, and that she expects
him to lead the department
through a “healthy transition.”
“He has the respect and sup-

The Almanac/Marjan Sadoughi
Mike Wasmann, the town’s senior building inspector, has been with the
busy building department for nearly 11 years.

port of the developers and staff
and citizens alike,” she said. “I
think he knows the people of the
town, he knows the problems,
he knows the politics and he
knows the rules. The knowledge
of those four aspects is going to
make him invaluable.”

Outspoken developers who
work in the town strongly sup-
ported Mr. Wasmann, which
initially caused her some trepi-
dation, Ms. McKeithen said.

“T thought we should have
someone new, to clean it all up.
But the more I heard, the more
I believe (the choice of Mr. Was-
mann) is a fundamental part of
the healing,” she said. “And I do
believe in hiring from within.”

Councilman Charles Marsala
said three Atherton residents with
homes under construction con-
tacted him right away to express
their approval of the town’s choice
for a new building official.

“T'm very happy to see Mike get
the position,” Mr. Marsala said.

The town’s small building
department does a huge amount
of business — it brings in about
$2 million annually in fees — as
the pace of additions, remodels
and rebuilds remains brisk. B

Atherton officials are review-
ing the results of the San Mateo
County Civil Grand Jury’s inves-
tigation of the town’s belea-
guered building department.

Town officials received cop-
ies of the grand jury’s report
Monday, Feb. 5, but the penal
code prohibits them from
disclosing anything until it
is released to the public on
Wednesday, Feb. 7, Atherton

Grand jury report on department

City Manager Jim Robinson
told the Almanac.

The San Mateo County Civil
Grand Jury is a watchdog orga-
nization created by the Califor-
nia constitution. Information
and reports can be found at
sanmateocourt.org/grandjury/.

Check AlmanacNews.com
throughout the week for
breaking news about this and
other stories.

REAL ESTATE

Q&A

by Monica Corman

Changes to Landlord Tenant Law |

Q: I own rental properties where
most of the leases are month-to-
month and want to know what the
notice provisions are if I want to
evict a tenant.

A: Effective January 1, 2007, the
California Legislature has reinstated
the requirement that a landlord give
a tenant 60 days” advance written
notice to end a month-to-month ten-
ancy if the tenant has lived in the rent-
al unit for a year or more. However,
the landlord can give the tenant 30
days “advance written notice if any
tenant or resident (e.g. where there are
roommates sharing a rental) has lived
in the rental unit less than one year.

A tenant, on the other hand, who
wants to end a month-to-month tenan-

cy, must give the landlord 30-day notice,
even if the landlord would be required to
give the same tenant 60 days notice.

If you live in a city that has a rent
control ordinance that is stricter than
the state rules, you must comply with
the city’s law. Some jurisdictions in
the Bay Area, e.g., San Francisco and
Berkeley, have rent control laws. Most
towns and cities in this area, however,
do not have such laws.

If you are planning to sell your prop-
erty and want it to be vacant, these
notice provisions can impact the date
you can market the property.

Whatever your specific plans are,
remember that the laws can change
so it is best to keep apprised of any
changes.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me
at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free

market analysis of your property..

SEE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
YOU DRESS UP A LITTLE?

5%0 ]%J_ryant Sj[re)et
niversit

@Palo‘.;&lto U
(650) 327 - 1780

www.vianhunter.co

11 am - 5pm
or by appointment

BDesioned & Made

ocall
Fashiona%ly

classic
accessories,
dresses &
separates with
a modern fit,
in modern fabrics.
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This shows the current
layout of the campus, with
classroom buildings on the left
and the playfield on the right.
The drop-off, pickup area is on
the left off Elder Avenue. The
portable classrooms are at the
back of the campus, on top.

Conceptual plan/
Deems Lewis McKinley, Architects

é : .‘Lsmﬁum I
tt = —
NG -
EPALCES | I
nx;'nan
1N,
s‘ -
%
o
e 2 ~
1 PARKING - ¥
3} SPACES = H
o b el E rEmleums FARK
W L sy 0 | = |
@ i) ® % [ I
F = =1 L u ﬂ k
SANTA CRUE AVENUS

Bold plan for Hillview

HILLVIEW

continued from page 5

ity facilities for the education of
middle-school children well into
the 21st century, said board mem-
ber Bruce Ives.

The drop-off, pick-up area
would be moved from Elder
Avenue to the back of the campus,
lessening the impact of cars lining
up along Santa Cruz Avenue. The
number of parking spaces would
increase from 55 to 121.

The playfield and hard-court
area — for physical education
classes, sports and recreation
— would expand from 2.7 acres
to 4.0 acres.

This option also provides 80-
foot buffers from the building
to the property lines. “Tinker
Park,” the tot lot along Santa

TOWNSQUARE

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.
Ask for advice.

Rate a movie.
Review a restaurant.

Report a sports
score and more.

Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com
The
MENLD PARK » ATHERTON * PORTOLA WALLEY * WOQDSIDE
Chetinee

B INFORMATION

To send comments, suggestions
and/or questions about facility
development at Hillview Middle
School, send an e-mail to: board@
mpcsd.org. Your e-mail will go to
all five board members and the
superintendent. Trustees also wel-
come phone calls. For more infor-
mation, go to the district’s Web
site — www.mpcsd.org — and
click on “Facility Development.”
Hillview will be the focus of the
board’s meeting at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, March 6, at Hillview School,
1100 Elder Ave. in Menlo Park.

Cruz Avenue, and the tennis
courts are not part of the cur-
rent plan, but the district will
try to find space on the campus
to relocate Tinker Park.

Hillview, because it’s limited to
a9.5-acresite and is close to a res-
idential neighborhood and busy
Santa Cruz Avenue, is the biggest
challenge facing board members
as they develop a master plan
for expanding the district’s four
schools to cope with projected
enrollment growth.

The board decided that build-
ing the new Hillview on the
playfield — and continuing to
house students on the existing
campus during construction
— is more desirable and cost-
effective than adding facilities to
existing buildings. This option
avoids the estimated $4 million
cost of bringing 57 portable
buildings on campus to provide
interim classrooms and offices

8 m The Almanac m February 7, 2007

Community speaks up about new Hillview

About 200 parents, neighbors and others came
to the Hillview Middle School multi-use build-
ing Jan. 30 to hear about options for expanding
and upgrading the Hillview campus. About 30
raised questions and offered comments.

Among them:

Jim Stone asked if the board had considered
sinking the first floor of the proposed two-
story classroom buildings to reduce the height
impact on neighbors.

“How can you decide on a plan until you
work out traffic (issues)?” asked a neighbor
living on Politzer Drive.

Dan Finley suggested the board consider
staggering the starting time for students to
decrease traffic congestion.

“It’s very clear, the new campus is the only
solution,” said parent Michael Stoner, urging
the board to move forward. The plan maxi-
mizes the open space and has the least impact
on the 14 homes that abut Hillview school and
the seven homes next to the field.

“Kids may not need a new building — class-
rooms are classrooms,” said Scott Kirkman,
whose preference is to make additions to the
existing buildings.

Ted Schlein, co-president of the Menlo Park-
Atherton Education Foundation, applauded
the efforts of the board and previous boards to

“get us to this point.” He cited the community’s
passage of the $90.1 million bond measure last
June as a commitment to high-quality schools.
“Let’s not waste this opportunity.”

Carol Orton, former district trustee, reminded
the audience that the first choice was finding a
larger site for a new middle school, but none is
available. “That’s not an option,” she said, urg-
ing the community to pick the best schematic
design and work together to make it happen.

Parent Nancy Kessler was among the parents
who spoke to the importance of keeping Hillview
as the district’s only middle school. “It’s a well-
oiled machine,” she said, thanks to Principal Mike
Moore, Vice Principal Joy Shmueli, and the staff.

Many asked the board how confident it is in
the enrollment projections.

Trustee Laura Rich said the enrollment
consultant’s projections are being updated, but
noted that some of the longer-term projections
include numbers for kids whose parents haven’t
met yet.

Superintendent Ken Ranella pointed out that
many new families move into the district because
of the schools, and many have young children.
Also, he noted, more students now remain in the
district until they graduate from eighth grade.
The district’s “retention rate,” he said, is now 99
percent.

during construction.

Trustee Laura Rich, also a
member of the district’s facil-
ity committee, said the favored
option “makes the most sense”
because it has the least impact
on students and maximizes the
open space, providing a cluster-
ing of buildings with courtyards
where students can gather, and
more field area.

Superintendent Ken Ranella

said he will meet with Principal
Mike Moore and the Hillview
staff to discuss the favored option.
He also asked district architect
Erwin Lee to address some of the
issues such as traffic congestion
and safety concerns brought up
at the community meeting.

The superintendent said he
would look further at the option
of demolishing the existing Hill-
view buildings and then develop-

ing a new Hillview on the razed
site — the option that involves
moving portable buildings on
the existing playfield and devel-
oping an interim campus to be
used during construction.
Architectural renderings of
the favored option and informa-
tion about projected costs, phas-
ing construction and timelines
will be presented at the com-
munity meeting on March 6. &
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Despite budget surplus, MP needs
new utility tax, says city manager

B Long-term deficit still looms, staff says.

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

the city ran a $3.7 million

surplus in the fiscal year that
ended last June 30, would they
have voted for the new utility tax
in the November election?

The tax, which is slated to hit
residents and businesses April 1
at the full rates, passed by just 65
votes, and the recent budget sur-
plus announcement has some
residents — including some who
voted for the tax — questioning
if it’s even necessary.

The City Council plans to
discuss the budget and the tax
at its meeting on Tuesday, Feb.
6, in the council chambers at the
Civic Center, between Laurel and
Alma streets. The meeting starts
at7 p.m.

In a letter posted on the
city’s Web site, City Manager
David Boesch says the tax is
still needed to deal with an
anticipated long-term budget
deficit — not the short-term,
one-time events reflected in

If Menlo Park voters knew that

® MENLO PARK

Post comments in Town Square
at www.AlmanacNews.com

last year’s surplus.

“The city’s financial forecast,
while predicting future revenue
enhancements, identifies a gap
remaining between annual rev-
enues and the increasing costs
with providing city services,”
Mr. Boesch said in the letter.

Finance Director Carol
Augustine’s mid-year budget
report points out the differences
between short-term projections
and long-term financial trends.

Last fiscal year’s surplus is
largely attributed to short-term
factors, such as vacancies in key
positions, such as the police
chief and community services
director, she said. Those posi-
tions are now filled.

Also, the $3.7 million surplus
doesn’t take into account the
city’s need to set aside about $2
million a year for infrastructure
costs (maintaining streets, side-
walks, parks and storm drains)

or cover an estimated $13.2 mil-
lion in unfunded liabilities for
retiree health benefits.

The mid-year report forecasts
the city is about $363,000 short
of covering its costs for the cur-
rent fiscal year (July 2006 to June
2007) — a significant difference
from the $1.85 million shortfall
city staff projected in June.

But that updated projection
includes the assumption the city
will levy the utility tax at the
maximum rates starting April
1. Levying the tax at the full
rates will add about $600,000 to
the city’s coffers in the current
fiscal year and upwards of $2.4
million each year thereafter.

Council members are expected
to discuss the tax rate when
reviewing the budget in the
spring of each year, and can vote
to lower or eliminate the tax at
any time.

At the maximum rates, busi-
nesses and residences will be
taxed 3.5 percent on utilities
(water, gas and electric bills), and
2.5 percent on communications
(landline telephone, cell phone,
cable TV and Internet bills). B

Council looks at future of downtown area

The Menlo Park City Council will discuss
how to go about rejuvenating El Camino Real
properties abandoned by auto dealerships and
adding foot traffic to Santa Cruz Avenue at a
special meeting on Monday, Feb. 12.

The meeting is scheduled to start at 6 p.m.
in the council chambers at the Civic Center,
between Laurel and Alma streets.

Although improving the city’s downtown
corridor has been a council priority for sev-
eral years — some development proposals
are already in the works — some residents,
including current council members, have been

adamant about creating a comprehensive plan
before approving new projects.

“This is an opportunity for [council mem-
bers] to refine our goal of revitalization,” said
Mayor Kelly Fergusson.

She said the meeting will be an opportunity
for members of the public to tell the council
their “visions” regarding El Camino Real
and the downtown area, and the council can
“deliberate and discuss” the next steps to take
in improving the area.

— Rory Brown

Private school wants campus in east Menlo Park

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

he head of a Palo Alto-

based private school will

plead his case to the
Menlo Park City Council on Feb.
6 for the right to set up a school
in east Menlo Park.

Carlos Balzaretti, head of
Casa dei Bambini school, is
proposing a 72-child school
for children ages 2 to 6 at 1215
O’Brien Drive, in the industrial
area of Menlo Park.

HELP

Mr. Balzaretti currently oper-
ates a school in Palo Alto for 65
children.

In order for Mr. Balzaretti to
operate the school in what is
labeled the city’s “industrial zone,”
he must acquire a use permit.

The council will consider the
use-permit request at its Feb. 6
meeting, which starts at 7 p.m.
in the council chambers at the
Civic Center, between Laurel
and Alma streets.

Mr. Balzaretti’s permit request
was supported by city staff, but

in The

rejected by the Planning Com-
mission. Commissioners voted
6-0 to deny the project at their
Nov. 28 meeting, deciding chil-
dren could be at risk because of
hazardous materials in the largely
industrial area. They also were
concerned that safety precautions
and regulations tied to the school
could discourage future indus-
trial uses in the area.

Since the commission hear-
ing, numerous e-mails have
been sent to the council in sup-
port of the proposal. B
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Menlo Park police patrol Steffens named interim city manager
streets of East Palo Alto

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer
enlo Park’s police depart-
l \ / I ment is sending officers
to East Palo Alto to help
the neighboring city

deal with a recent
surge in violence.

Two full-time
Menlo Park offi-
cers have joined
“Operation Safe
Neighborhoods,” a
regional effort to
bolster law enforce-
ment in East Palo
Alto, said Menlo Park Com-
mander Lacey Burt.

The regional project started
Jan. 31, she said.

In January, three homicides
and 16 non-fatal shootings took

TOWNSQUARE

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com
nAlmanac

MENLD PARK = ATHERTON = PORTOLA WALLEY - WDORSIDE
Cotine

‘Operation safe
neighborhoods’
launched in
response to wave
of violence.

place inside East Palo Alto city
limits. Police have tied several of
the shootings to gang violence.

The Menlo Park officers,
along with officers from the
Palo Alto Police Department
and the San Mateo
County Sherriff’s
Office, are helping
patrol streets and
investigate recent
shootings, Cmdr.
Burt said.

“This is a
short-term process
that we’ll look at
on a week-to-week
basis,” Cmdr. Burt said. She
noted that sending officers to
East Palo Alto will not impact
Menlo Park’s staffing levels,
and residents can be assured
that there will be no holes in the
city’s local police presence.

Mayor Kelly Fergusson said it’s
important for cities to address
the increasing violence as a
regional issue.

“We want to stand shoulder to
shoulder with the people of East
Palo Alto in illuminating this
violence and restoring peace to
the neighborhood,” she said. &

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

en Menlo Park City
Manager David Boesch
leaves his post in mid-

February, it will be Public Works
Director Kent Steffens, not Assis-
tant City Manager Audrey Sey-
mour, who will take on the
interim city manager role.

The City Council initially select-
ed Ms. Seymour to be the interim
city manager once Mr. Boesch
leaves to become assistant county
manager of San Mateo County, but
that plan has changed because Ms.
Seymour will soon be adopting a
child, said Mayor Kelly Fergusson
in a press release issued Thursday.

“The council was aware when we
appointed [Ms. Seymour] to the
position that she was actively pur-

®H INFORMATION

The council is scheduled to hold
a special meeting on Feb. 8, at
5:30 p.m., to solicit public input
regarding what council members
should look for in a new city man-
ager. The meeting will be held

in the council chambers at the
Civic Center, between Laurel and
Alma streets. Comments can be
e-mailed to the council at City.
Council@menlopark.org

suing adoption and that we needed
to be prepared with a contingency
plan,” Mayor Fergusson said.

She told the Almanac that Ms.
Seymour will take maternity
leave for an amount of time yet
to be determined.

Mr. Steffens was previously
appointed to fill the interim

assistant city manager position
after Mr. Boesch steps down, but
now he’ll fill the city’s top post.

The search for a new city man-
ager is expected to take about six
months.

Mr. Steffens has been the head
of public works since 2002.
Before coming to Menlo Park,
he was Palo Alto’s assistant pub-
lic works director.

“T am excited by this challeng-
ing opportunity,” Mr. Steffens
said in the press release. “I appre-
ciate the confidence that the
council has shown in my abili-
ties and look forward with great
anticipation and enthusiasm.”

Mr. Steffens has appointed
Community Development
Director Arlinda Heineck to
serve as the city’s interim assis-
tant city manager. B

Rep. Anna Eshoo bill would bar certain Internet taxes

Rep. Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo
Park, has introduced legislation
to permanently block “discrimi-
natory or duplicative state or
local taxes on Internet access
and e-commerce.”

Congress put a moratorium on
these taxes in 1998 and extended
itin 2004 for an additional three

years.

The bill, introduced Jan. 31,
would make permanent the
prohibitions on:

B The collection of state or
local taxes on charges to access
the Internet, such as through
Internet service providers.

B Discriminatory tax treat-

ment of goods and services pur-
chased over the Internet. Thus,
a state can’t impose a 7 percent
sales tax on a book bought at
Amazon.com, for example, if
the state only imposes a 4 per-
cent sales tax on the same book
bought down at the corner
bookstore.
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Belle Haven community:
‘Don’t take Vanessa’

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

embers of Menlo Park’s
Belle Haven commu-
nity packed the City

Council’s Jan. 30 meeting to
demand that the council stop the
transfer of neighborhood child
care worker Vanessa Carlisle to
the other side of town.

Although the verdict is still
out on whether the commu-
nity’s pleas were fully suc-
cessful, immediate plans to
move Ms. Carlisle have been
put on hold.

More than 120 people packed
the meeting, about half of whom
were there to support Ms. Car-
lisle, a program assistant at the
Belle Haven child care center,
who was set to be transferred
by city staff — against her will
— to the Burgess child care
program on Feb. 5.

Twenty-seven people, includ-
ing parents, former students,
and prominent community fig-
ures, asked the council during
the public comment period to
step in and stop the transfer,
arguing that removing Ms. Car-
lisle would pull the “heart and
soul” out of the neighborhood’s
child care services.

The meeting was held at the
Menlo Park Senior Center,
in the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood.

“Task you City Council mem-
bers: What are you going to
do?” said parent Marcia Dore-
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Perez, an East Palo Alto resi-
dent leading the charge. “This
has become ridiculous to Belle

Haven parents. ... Hands off our
community.”
Ms. Carlisle has provided

child care services to the large-
ly low-income community for
23 years.

After hearing the commu-
nity’s demands, City Manager
David Boesch said plans to move
Ms. Carlisle will be put on hold,
and city staff may rethink the
transfer and ask the council
to weigh in on the matter at a
future meeting.

The issue was not on the
agenda, so council members
could not discuss the matter
at length without violating the
Brown Act — the state’s open
meeting law.

Ms. Carlisle addressed the
crowd: “Tappreciate the outpour
of love and support. No matter
what happens, I feel your love,”
she said. B

File photo by Kainaz Amarla
Vanessa Carlisle has provided
child care services to the largely
low-income community for 23

years.
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Morrow murder case: Defense loses appeal

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

ill 2007 be the year of
the Joseph Morrow
murder trial?

The California Court of Appeal
removed the stay it placed on the
much-delayed trial of a Menlo
Park man accused of killing his
wife and hiding her body. On
Jan. 30, the San Francisco-based
appellate court ruled against the
defense attorneys’ request to
have a San Mateo County judge

removed from the trial.

However, Mr. Morrow is
unlikely to have his day in court
anytime soon. Defense attorney
Robert Courshon said he plans
to ask the state Supreme Court
to overrule the appellate court’s
decision.

“That’s the remedy we have, so
that’s what we have to do,” Mr.
Courshon told the Almanac.
“We’ll see if they’ll take it.”

Mr. Morrow’s attorneys are
seeking the removal of presiding

Superior Court Judge Craig Par-
sons because the case’s former
prosecutor, Jack Grandsaert,
may be called to testify about
his handling of evidence. Mr.
Grandsaert is now a county
Superior Court judge himself,
and defense attorneys have
argued that asking Judge Par-
sons to rule on a colleague is a
conflict of interest.

This is the second time the
appellate court has denied the
defense appeal.

THERE ARE
HUNDREDS OF
NATURAL WAYS TO
MAKE YOUR INNER
BEAUTY A LITTLE
MORE OUTER.

() elephant

First, the request to remove
Judge Parsons was denied by an
out-of-county judge, and then
denied in a one-line decision by the
appellate court, prosecutor Steve
Wagstaffe said. The state Supreme
Court declined to hear the appeal,
and instead asked the appellate
court to set aside its denial and
craft a written response.

In the Jan. 30 decision, the
panel of appellate court judges
agreed that in some cases, a
number of factors could cause a
person to doubt a judge’s neutral-
ity. They did not agree that this
was the case with Judge Parsons.

“Not only are the individual
facts insufficient to require dis-
qualification, but when taken
together, they still do not rise
to a level that would lead a fully
informed, reasonable member
of the public fairly to entertain
doubts about Judge Parsons’
impartiality,” according to the
unpublished opinion authored
by Judge William McGuiness.

Joe Simitian to hold

State Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo
Alto, will host his semi-annual
“Education Update” meeting on
Saturday, Feb. 10, in Palo Alto
for local school board members,
superintendents, teachers, par-
ents, and the public.

The meeting will be held from 10
a.m. to noon at the Palo Alto Uni-
fied School District board room at
25 Churchill Ave. in Palo Alto.

He said he will provide an in-
depth update on K-12 education
funding and legislation pending in
Sacramento. He will then open the

Mr. Wagstaffe, San Mateo
County’s chief deputy district
attorney, said the Supreme
Court agrees to hear only a
small percentage of cases.

A status conference on the
case is set for Feb. 9, but Mr.
Wagstaffe said he doubts that
the trial will go forward until
there’s a response from the state
Supreme Court.

“Technically, we’re not stayed,
we could go forward, but there
have been so many starts and
stops that Judge Parsons wants
to let the full appeal process go
through (first),” Mr. Wagstaffe
said.

Mr. Morrow is accused of kill-
ing his wife Donna in the Col-
lege Avenue home they shared
with their four children. Mr.
Morrow subsequently disap-
peared, and was found living
under an assumed name in the
Philippines in January 2003.
Then in September, Ms. Mor-
row’s remains were discovered
buried in a secluded location on
undeveloped property the cou-
ple owned in Los Gatos. &

‘education update’

floor to questions.

He timed the meeting with Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s release
of his January budget proposal.

Sen. Simitian is a member
of the Senate Education Com-
mittee and the Senate Budget
Subcommittee on Education,
and is chair of the Senate Select
Committee on California’s Mas-
ter Plan for Education.

The meetings are open to the
public. To RSVP or request more
information, call Sen. Simitian’s
Palo Alto office at 688-6384.
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Winter Sale
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ook through the Yellow Pages and

you won'’t find a heading for the word

“deconstruction.” Enter it in Google

and you'll see pages of links explain-

ing how a critical reading of the canon

of Western literature can expose its hidden
assumptions and subtexts.

But mention the word to anyone in Portola

Valley’s public works depart-

Above: The rafters once spanning these gaps
in the roof of the multi-use room at Portola
Valley Town Center will have a second and
more visible career in the interiors of a new

Town Hall, library and community hall. Left: Jim
Steinmetz tightens the band around a stack of
tongue-and-groove boards from the roof of the
former Portola Valley School. Mr. Steinmetz led
the dismantling of the school buildings.

plex that includes a new Town Hall, library,
community hall and activity rooms.

Each old rafter should yield three or four
boards for paneling and ceilings in the new
buildings, said Woodside resident Jim Stein-
metz, the owner of Reusable Lumber Co. and
the contractor who led the deconstruction.
Other pieces of the recovered lumber will go
into benches and picnic tables.

ment or Town Council and
you're likely to hear a descrip-
tion of what just happened

cover story

In all, the town recov-
ered about 14,000 linear feet,
about a third of it old-growth

to the complex of one-story

1950s-era school buildings at Town Center.
The buildings were deconstructed —

taken down in pieces over five weeks in

order to extract trusses, rafters and beams.

With a little refinishing, the wood will be

put to use again in a new $20 million com-
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Douglas fir, Mr. Steinmetz
said, adding: “That lumber was around
when Christ walked the Earth.”

The recycling did not end with the
wood. The concrete in the old foundations
won’t be going anywhere either. It will be
ground up — noisily — and reused as base

Second lift

rock for the new complex.

To accomplish all this, the town spent
$200,000 on deconstruction and another
$105,000 to demolish what was left and grind
the concrete, said Assistant Town Adminis-
trator Steve Willis. The town, he said, saved
about $250,000 in not taking the traditional
route — spending $500,000 to $600,000 to
turn whole buildings into rubble and bring
in virgin wood and base rock.

The trade-off was time. The new com-
plex is about two and one-half months
behind the original schedule, said Mayor
Ted Driscoll. Town staff say they have

Photos by Marjan Sadoughi
ALMANAC STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Portola
a trend

By Davic

adjusted the schedule to accommodate the
unforeseen delay, but Mayor Driscoll was
not displeased in any case.

“We're very happy to be two and a half
months behind schedule because we’ll be
under budget,” he said. “I'm very inter-
ested in getting the town well-informed
on what’s happening here and how frugal
we’re trying to be.”

A desire for frugality is understandable,
given the vigorous three-year debate among
the project’s supporters and opponents over
how to pay for a new complex and whether
it was really necessary. The critics may have
given up in the face of serious seismic and
liability risks at the old site.

The donors have not been frugal. A
major fundraising effort to raise $17 mil-
lion stands, as of December, at $13 million,



Valley's bid to set
in material reuse

| Boyce ALMANAC STAFF WRITER

including $3 million in public money and
$10 million in gifts and pledges. If the
remaining $4 million is not raised, the
Town Council has said, it might consider a
general obligation bond.

If Portola Valley manages to be frugal,
that is but one objective. The new complex
— expected to receive a gold or possibly
a platinum rating from the U.S. Green
Building Council — is also meant to show-
case green building practices and advertise
the town’s environmental awareness.

“We’re trying to be sustainable and to be an
example to other people and towns on how
to do it right: ‘If you do it green, it’s efficient
and cheaper, ” Mayor Driscoll said. “This is
an opportunity to show some leadership.”

San Mateo County may be right behind
Portola Valley. Mr. Steinmetz said he’s been

talking with the county about deconstruct-
ing the old 130,000-square-foot juvenile hall,
which was recently rebuilt on another site.

Deconstructing deconstruction

“The average stick of (new) lumber,
from its source in the forest to its end user,
travels 1,500 miles,” said Mr. Steinmetz.

At Town Center, the amount of fossil fuel
used for lumber transport is significantly
lower. Most of it traveled about 140 miles
— back and forth to Richmond — where
the wood was scanned for nails with a
metal detector, trimmed to remove paint
and rough edges, run through a milling
machine to create new smooth surfaces,
and cut to the dimensions specified by the
Town Center project architects.

Local reuse should be happening much

more often, Mr. Steinmetz said. Old wood
tends to be quality wood, and while quality
wood is rare in forests, it is not hard to find
in buildings being demolished every day,
he said. “The highest grades of lumber are
being tossed and you can’t get them back.”

“I'want to blow Portola Valley’s horn for
doing (deconstruction),” he said. “They
haven’t slapped themselves on the back
enough.”

“(Local reuse) is the best reuse there
is. It’s the greenest thing you can do,”
said Bob Falk, a research engineer at
the U.S. Forest Products Laboratory in
Madison, Wisconsin, and the co-author
of the forthcoming book, “Unbuilding:
Salvaging Architectural Treasures from
Unwanted Houses.”

Deconstruction, Mr. Falk said, could be

Left: Reusing this wood in the new
Town Center complex lowers by 90
percent the environmental impacts
of lumber transportation. Woodside
resident Jim Steinmetz, owner of the
Reusable Lumber Co., organized the
recovery, transport and re-milling of
14,000 linear feet of lumber from
the former Portola Valley School.
Below: A recycling notice may be up
until late in 2008 as Portola Valley
rebuilds its Town Center.

done on 90 percent of U.S. housing and
many commercial buildings, but it’s still
rare because of labor costs when com-
pared to demolition, and because it still
has an image of “hippies in pickup trucks”
doing the work.

Mr. Steinmetz drives a pickup and was
for seven years a co-director of the envi-
ronmental group Bay Area Action, now
Palo Alto-based Acterra, before starting his
business in 1998.

He said he wants mainstream attention
for deconstruction and has no scruples
about becoming a wealthy capitalist: “T
would love to be and I intend to be, but not
by sacrificing my values.” People, he said,
need to raise a ruckus about the greenness

See REUSE, next page

February 7, 2007 m The Almanac m 15



Tl

=

DARREN McCLUNG

PRECIOUS JEWELRY

THE STANFORD BARN
700 WELCH ROAD SUITE 102
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colors to choose from!
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of deconstruction.

Activists “need to be making
a big stink every time they see
someone smash a building,” he
said. “They’re basically turning
ablind eye to the negative impli-
cations (such as global warm-
ing) of that kind of industry. ...
When speed overtakes quality, I
think that society loses over all.
Do it slow and do it right.”

Smashing buildings is bread and
butter for demolition practitioner
Ken Vickers, the owner/operator
of KVT Services of Redwood City.
The labor costs over the weeks of
a deconstruction project are too
high for how much wood is recov-
ered, he said. Demolition is a “nec-
essary evil” until those economics
change, he added.

It's a time-sensitive business,
said Debbie Mendelson, a spokes-
woman for Mountain View-based
demolition company Ferma
Corp., which transformed the
old Stanford stadium to a mere
hole in the ground in nine days.
An operator with an excavator
can scrape a 3,000-square-foot
home in a day, she said, and many
homes that Ferma

Long years show in the checks and cracks on these boards from the
roof of the former Portola Valley School, but their useful life is hardly
over. They'll be cleaned up, resized and used to panel walls and ceilings
in the new Town Hall, library and community hall.

trained to take down buildings.

If time is not pressing, it can be
economical today, as was apparent
in the Portola Valley example. A
homeowner can donate the used
wood and can get a tax deduction
worth $30 to $60 per square foot,
said Marcan Enterprises owner
Dave Marcan, who deconstructs
houses in the Peninsula and
South Bay.

He said he and

demolishes are ter-
mite- or mold-rid-
den and not eligible

cover story

his crew decon-
structed a 4,000-
square-foot home

for reuse.

Such wood is turned to rubble
by demolition, and much of it
is processed at the Zanker Road
Landfill in San Jose, where it
may become fuel for furnaces
or sawdust or ground cover for
weed control along freeways, said
Michael Gross, the landfill’s mar-
keting manager.

Maybe the landfill should not
be processing so much wood:
“There’s so much wood out there
that can be reused,” he said.

All of those processes generate
carbon dioxide, but it may be a
while before it turns around, Mr.
Steinmetz noted. Deconstruction,
he said, will need another 10 years
before there is a large used-lumber
market and plenty of workers

in Monte Sereno
for $50,000. The homeowner,
after having the wood appraised,
received a deduction of $160,000
— in a 30 percent tax bracket, a
cash value of $48,000.

What can be done with that
lumber? Seasoned wood is unpop-
ular for construction, said engi-
neer and Woodside resident Tim
Hilleary. Nails from nail guns,
which are driven by gunpowder,
can ricochet bullet-like off such
wood, he said. “It makes people
feel good to be using it, but it’s
really dangerous to the workers.”

Ted Reiff, president of nonprofit
The ReUse People of America Inc.
in Oakland, will take it off your
hands. Seasoned wood is popular
with homeowners who do their

own remodeling and people who
want the wooden elements of their
homes to show the fine grains of
old wood, Mr. Reiff said.

An aged piece of Douglas fir
has about the same hardness as a
piece of oak, he said. Most of the
used wood he sees—and his com-
pany is chronically short of it — is
milled down for non-construction
uses such as furniture, cabinets,
moldings and fireplaces, he said.

“It’s great to be able to see this
stuff go someplace where there is
amarket forit,” said Mr. Marcan,
who contracts with Mr. Reiff.

The future

Will deconstruction lead to
wood-frame homes being built
to be taken apart to make it
easier to reuse the wood?

A lot more effort needs to
be made in that direction, Mr.
Steinmetz said. In a typical
home built today, given the
proliferation of glue, nail guns
and green wood that can warp
as it dries, “the idea is to make
it bulletproof, and you can’t tear
it apart if you tried,” he said.

Mr. Falk of the U.S. Forest
Products Lab used the word
“academic” to describe the cur-
rent state of affairs in designing
homes for deconstruction. B

and under floors.

For more information, contact:

Deconstruction — the careful dismantling of homes
and other buildings — can yield large tax deductions,
interior fixtures and decorations that may be dated but
still useful, and lots of fine old wood from behind ceilings

M Jim Steinmetz at Reusable Lumber Co.
in Woodside: 529-9122 or info@reusablelumber.com.

M Lillian Clark at RecycleWorks, the resource
conservation programs manager for San Mateo
County: 599-1447 or Iclark@co.sanmateo.ca.us.

Learning more about deconstruction

W Dave Marcan at Marcan Enterprises in Moss
Beach: 580-2922 or dave@marcanenterprise.com.

Deconstruction is also considered benign to the
environment since it opens up opportunities to reuse
materials in ways that reduce greenhouse gas outputs when
compared with using virgin and even recycled materials.

369-4161.

408-227-9222.

B Ted Reiff at The ReUse People of America Inc. in
Oakland: 510-383-1983 or tedreiff@TheReusePeople.org.

W Zanker Road Landfill in San Jose: 408-263-2384.

B Whole House Building Supply & Salvage in East
Palo Alto: 328-8731.

W Sims | Hugo Neu metal recycling in Redwood City:
M Raisch Products concrete recycling in San Jose:

W Deconstruction Institute in Sarasota, Florida:
deconstructioninstitute.com.

M Building Materials Reuse Association in State
College, Pennsylvania: buildingreuse.org.
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Armed sidewalk robber sentenced
and out of jail after time served

A 26-year-old Menlo Park
man accused of armed robbery
— taking money and wallets
from four pedestrians in Menlo
Park and Redwood City in May
— is out and about after having
served about eight months of
a sentence of one year in San
Mateo County jail.

Deputy District Attorney
Steve Wagstaffe said that,
given the serious nature of the
crime, he preferred prison for
Kimani Goodwin rather than a
plea bargain that kept him out
of prison.

Judge Stephen Hall of San
Mateo County Superior Court
saw it differently and agreed
to a proposal by Mr. Good-
win’s defense attorney that,
in exchange for a “no contest”
plea to one count of armed
robbery, Mr. Goodwin would

not go to prison.

Mr. Goodwin’s good behav-
ior earned him an early release
from jail, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

His sentence includes a proba-
tion fee of $75 a month, counsel-
ing, DNA testing, fines totaling
about $240, and restitution to
the victims in an amount yet
to be determined. He is not
allowed to possess a weapon.

Asked why he thought Judge
Hall accepted the plea bargain,
Mr. Wagstaffe noted Mr. Good-
win’s favorable probation report,
his sense of remorse, and the fact
that he had no prior convictions.
Mr. Wagstaffe conceded that the
judge’s decision was “not unrea-
sonable” and gives Mr. Goodwin
another chance.

Uncertainty about the identity
of the weapon in the robbery
also worked in Mr. Goodwin’s

favor, Mr. Wagstaffe said. The
robbery victims said they could
not be sure that Mr. Goodwin
was carrying a gun, and no
weapon was found, Mr. Wag-
staffe said. A verifiable gun
would have tilted the odds in
favor of prison, he said.

The unarmed Menlo Park man
accompanying Mr. Goodwin that
night, 19-year-old Ezell Banks,
received the same sentence after
pleading “no contest” to petty
theft, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Banks and
a third unnamed person who is
still at large were accused of tak-
ing money and wallets from four
pedestrians, including three in
Redwood City and one in Menlo
Park. Police later found and
arrested Mr. Goodwin and Mr.
Banks in The Hanky Panky, a
strip club in Redwood City.

Parents seek transfer to MP school district

Two public hearing are sched-
uled within a week on a petition
by parents living in a portion
of the Ravenswood City School
District to transfer their prop-
erty into the adjacent Menlo
Park City School District.

Hearings are set for Tuesday,
Feb. 6, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
board room of the Ravenswood
district office at 2120 Euclid Ave.
in East Palo Alto; and Tuesday,

Intuit leases space
from Bohannon

Mountain View-based Intuit,
the software company behind
products such as TurboTax and
Quicken, is leasing 140,000 square
feet of office space in Menlo Park,
worth about $15 million, from
the Bohannon Development Co.,
said Howie Dallmar, a broker
with Cornish & Carey who helped
broker the deal.

Intuit is leasing two three-
story, 70,000-square-foot build-
ings with an option on a third
building, Mr. Dallmar said. The
deal was announced last week.

The three-building campus is
off Jefferson Drive in east Menlo
Park, near the Dumbarton rail-
road tracks. The buildings were
previously occupied by Sun
Microsystems, but have been
empty since the late 1990s, Mr.
Dallmar said.

He said Intuit had been look-
ing for more than 100,000 square
feet of space, and such space is
hard to come by near the compa-
ny’s current offices in Mountain
View’s Shoreline Park — an area
dominated by Google.

Feb. 13, from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
board room of the Menlo Park
district office at 181 Encinal Ave.
in Atherton.

At these hearing before the
San Mateo County Committee
on School District Reorganiza-
tion, statements will be made by
the petitioners and the Raven-
swood and Menlo Park school
districts. These statements were
not made public by the county
committee staff by the Alma-
nac’s deadline.

The petitioners are parents
living in the Pacific Parc town-
house complex at 600 Willow
Road in Menlo Park, which is
within the Ravenswood district
but encircled by the Menlo Park
district.

Before the condominiums
were built, the site was owned
by the Ravenswood district.
The district sold the land to
a developer to raise funds for

Ravenswood schools, but the
site remains in the Ravenswood
district.

Petitioners say only five chil-
dren from the 25 units in the
condominium would attend
Menlo Park schools if the peti-
tion is granted. The children are
making friends with children
in their neighborhood who will
be going to Menlo Park schools,
and the parents would like the
children to attend school with
their friends, the petitioners say.

Both districts have indicated
they will oppose granting the
petition. Ravenswood would
lose state-funded revenue if
its enrollment declines. Menlo
Park says it’s planning a major
expansion in facilities to accom-
modate enrollment growth, and
would not receive any more
funds if students from the
proposed transfer area attend
Menlo Park schools.

Stanjfor(l Park Hotel.

FOI’ reservations caH:

650-322-1234

by

STANFORD
PARK
HOTEL

e ;reat your Valentine

to the Duck Club Restaurant at the

Enjoy an exclusive Valentine’s Day
4-course dinner in a romantic setting,

specia”y created l)y our Executive Chef.

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Parlz, CA 94025

WWW.stanfordparlzhotel.Com

IF IT°S NOT IN THIS VAULT, IT’S NOT SAFE.

".-.n_ll- — E

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE
DEPOSIT CO.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confidentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.

Data bank for important and confidential records.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2
BELIEVE IT!

T
his Valentine’s Day
siveyour sweetheart
the gift of beauty... a
gift you both can enjoy
Gitt’s Fine Lingerie
carries the finest and most
exquisite lingerie from
remowned European
Designers.

Our staff will be happy to
help you find the perfect gift.
Men friendly shopping atmo-

sphere. Free gift wrapping.

Perfectly Fitted 32A to 46H

547 BRYANT ST.
DOWNTOWN PALQ ALTO
650-323-7979
10-6 Mon-Sat, 12-5 Sunday

AT THE DUCK CLUB RESTAURANT
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TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
A NEGATIVE DECLARATION

(Prepared Pursuant to Section 15162(b) of the California Public Resources Code)

A notice, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended (Public Resources
Code 21,000 et sec.) that the following project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

Project Title: Westridge Drive Gravity Sewer Installation and Annexation Project

Contact Person: Leslie Lambert, Planning Manager Phone Number: 650-851-1700, Ext. 12

Project Location: Westridge Drive street right-of-way between 107 and 348 Westridge Drive and assessors
parcels 077-261- 250, 077-261-260 & 077-261-270

Project Description:
The project is the installation of 2,743 lineal feet of 8-inch, PVC C900 sanitary sewer pipe within the subject

Westridge Drive public street right-of-way. The pipe would be a gravity sanitary sewer main and connect
to the exiting sewer main in Alpine Road, i.e., at the intersection of Alpine Road and Westridge Drive. The
project is sponsored by the Westridge Sewer Project LLC, i.e., composed of the three private property own-
ers located at 300, 332 and 348 Westridge Drive, at the western end of the installation, and includes three
lateral gravity sewer line extensions from the proposed new main line to service 300, 332 and 348 Westridge
Drive. All three parcel owners have applied to the San Mateo County Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo) for annexation to the West Bay Sanitary District (WBSD). After project construction, and acceptance,
the WBSD would own and operate the new main line and oversee any future connections to it.

Since the project would take place within the public road right-of-way, an encroachment permit must be
issued by the Town of Portola Valley (Town) to allow for the construction. The sponsor proposes to restore
the roadway to its preconstruction condition at the end of project work and otherwise manage project work
to ensure minimum potential for impacts on the roadway, traffic, and access, including access to adjoining
properties. The proposals for construction and project management are set forth on the following project
plans dated December 7, 2006, and prepared by Freyer & Laureta, Inc.:

Sheet 1, Title Sheet (including project data, specifications and contractor requirements)
Sheets 2 through 7, Improvement Plans (and profiles by street section)
Sheet 8, Detail Sheet

Copies of the plans are available for reference at Portola Valley Town Hall, 765 Portola Road, and at the
offices of the WBSD, 500 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, California.

The proposed work requires trenching within the street for the length of proposed new sewer main. The
work would take place during the summer season of 2007, and be limited by the town’s construction noise
ordinance to five days a week, Monday through Friday, 8:00 am. to 5:30p.m. The town ordinance also pro-
hibits construction work on Holidays or weekends.

The trenching would take place roughly along the centerline of the street pavement section. The trench
depth varies from five to eight feet and the width would be approximately 18 inches. Because of the location
of existing utility lines in the street, including gas and water lines, the new trenching is limited to the center
portion of the pavement.

Details of the proposed construction process are set forth on the Title sheet of the project plans. The
specifications generally address construction staging, management, traffic control, street repair, etc.
Further details of the process would be set forth in a final construction management and street repair plan
to the satisfaction of town of Portola Valley planning and public works staff prior to issuance of the required
encroachment permit. It is understood, however, that the Ford Field parking lot area, immediately east of the
project site, would be used for construction staging, including worker parking. The use of this area would be
pursuant to detailed encroachment permit plans that ensure minimum potential for conflict with use of the
Ford Field during the Spring and early Summer Little League baseball use. Further, construction staging and
parking details would need to be defined to ensure conformity with storm water pollution control requirements
as the parking area is immediately adjacent to Los Trancos Creek.

In addition to the above, it is noted that the project would conform to the provisions of the town’s general
plan and planning ordinances as they encourage, overtime, the conversion of septic system sewage dis-
posal to sewage disposal by sanitary sewer.

Purpose of Notice:

The purpose of this notice is to inform you that a negative declaration has been recommended for this
project. Approval of a Negative Declaration does not constitute approval of the project under consideration.
The decision to approve or deny the project is a separate action. The subsequent negative declaration was
prepared pursuant to Section 15162.(b) of the public resources code of California.

Address where document may be reviewed: Planning Department, Portola Valley Town Hall, 765
Portola Road, Portola Valley, California

Public Review Period: Begins: January 26, 2007 Ends: February 26, 2007
Please submit any written comments on the Draft Negative Declaration to the Town of Portola Valley by
5:00 p.m., Monday February 26, 2007.

Scheduled Public Hearings (date, time, place) if known:

A public hearing on the proposed project will be held by the town council, and is scheduled for 8:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 28, 2007. The public hearing will take place at the Portola Valley Town Hall Council
Chambers Located in the Historic School House, 765 Portola Road, Portola Valley.

Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on February 7, 2007.
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Open space district annexation
is appealed by Coastsiders

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

ore than two years
after the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space

District (MROSD) expanded to
include the San Mateo County
Coastside, opponents are still
trying to undo the annexation
in court.

Citizens for Responsible Open
Space (CROS) and Californians
for Property Rights (CPR),
which lost a lawsuit in San
Mateo County Superior Court
last October, have appealed the
decision to the state appeals
court in San Francisco.

The Coastside suit challenges
the long pub-

tures on a protest petition to put
the matter to a vote.

CPR president Terry Gosset
charged LAFCo with “blatant
disregard of the constitutional
rights of the citizens of San
Mateo County.” He said two of
“our most basic fundamental
rights are at stake here: private
property rights and the right
to vote. LAFCo has denied us
both.”

Sue Schectman, attorney for
MROSD, noted that Superior
Court Judge Beth Labson Free-
man had ruled in favor of LAF-
Co and the district on all issues.
“We’re very confident we will
prevail on appeal,” she said.

Ms. Schectman said the pro-

test petition

lic and legal did not get
process that enough valid
led to the ‘Our most basic rights are signatures
annexation . to force a
of 220 square at stake: PerGte property vote on the
miles of coast- and the right to vote.’ annexation.
al land, from In checking

the southern
boundary of
Pacifica to the
Santa Cruz
County line, to MROSD on
Sept. 7, 2004.

The 2004 annexation allows
the district, which was formed
in 1972 to preserve open space
in the hills and Bayside of San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties,
to buy and manage land along
the coast for open space and
agriculture.

The formal decision was made
by the Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCo) following
an environmental impact report
and numerous heated public
hearings. LAFCo is responsible
for approving formation and
annexation of governments,
such as cities and special dis-
tricts.

The suit claims numerous
errors by LAFCo in notifying
the public and rejecting signa-

CURRENT ADDRESS: !
1470 El Camino Real
Menlo Park,

650-330-0411

TERRY GOSSET,
CITIZENS FOR RESPONSIBLE OPEN SPACE e

signatures,

coun-
ty election
department

rejected numerous signatures
on grounds such as duplication,
wrong addresses, signers not reg-
istered to vote, or signatures that
did not match the registration.

Meanwhile, since the annexa-
tion, the district has been buying
land and building relationships
on the Coastside. It has redis-
tricted, extending Wards 6 and 7
to the Coast, and it has acquired
4,794 acres on the Coastside,
according to public information
officer Rudy Jurgenson.

The district has also forged a
Good Neighbor Policy, which
the board plans to adopt at a
meeting on Wednesday, Feb.
7, at the Half Moon Bay fire
station.

Ms. Schectman anticipates
that the appeal will take about a
year to resolve. B

\ JUST OFF WOODSIDE RD.

& HWY 101
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Eagle Scout

down under

Clay Austin Ripma,
left, who lives in New
Zealand, has been
awarded Eagle Scout
rank from the Boy
Scouts of America.
Clay, 16, joined Boy
Scout Troop 109

in Menlo Park in
2001. He moved to
New Zealand with

his parents, Mark
and Mary Ripma, in
2004. Clay’s project
was landscaping and
building a bench in
front of the Warkworth

Methodist Center, with the help of the Warkworth Boys Brigade.

Nature photographer Frans Lanting
kicks off Stegner lecture series

Nature photographer Frans
Lanting will lead off this year’s
Wallace Stegner Lecture Series
for the Peninsula Open Space
Trust (POST) on Thursday, Feb.
15, at 8 p.m., at the Mountain
View Center for the Performing
Arts, 500 Castro St.

Mr. Lanting’s photographs
have appeared in publications
around the world, including
“National Geographic,” where
he has served as photogra-
pher-in residence. His awards
include British Broadcasting
Company’s BBC Wildlife Pho-
tographer of the Year, and the
Sierra Club’s Ansel Adams
Award.

For the 14th year, Bill and Jean
Lane of Portola Valley are spon-
soring the lecture series dedi-
cated to the memory of writer
and environmentalist Wallace
Stegner. Proceeds benefit POST,
the nonprofit land conservancy
based in Menlo Park that has
preserved more than 50,000
acres on the Peninsula and
Coastside.

Other lectures in the series
will feature:

M Author and columnist Rich-
ard Louv, who has written about
saving children from “Nature
Deficit Disorder,” will speak
Thursday, March 22.

B Adventure writer Tim
Cahill, founding editor of
“Outside” magazine, will tell
nature adventures Thursday,
May 24.

B For upper-level subscribers,
local restaurant owner and sus-
tainable food advocate Jesse Cool
will speak Tuesday, April 24.

Tickets for the three-lecture
series are $60. The Jesse Cool
lecture comes with Patron tick-
ets at $175, and Stegner Circle
tickets at $325.

For series tickets, contact
POST, 3000 Sand Hill Road 1-
155, Menlo Park, CA 94025; call
854-7696; or go to http://www.
openspacetrust.org

Single tickets at $22 each can
be ordered from the Mountain
View Center for the Performing
Arts at 903-6000.

EVE

CARE

CONZ.

Presented by
Mark Schmidt

Licensed Optician  3aue
SILICONE HYDROGEL
CONTACT LENSES

The latest advancement in soft contact lens
material is silicone hydrogel, which allows up
to six times more oxygen to pass through to the
eye than conventional soft lenses. As a result
of this increased oxygen transmission, silicone
hydrogel contact lenses make 30-day extended
wear lenses a safer option than ever before. The
advantages of these lenses over conventional
soft lenses also include more resistance to
protein deposits, less lens drying, lower risk of

./ contacts, it is essential to follow good hygienic

eye infection, easier handling due to increased
rigidity of material, and significantly lower
incidence of complications with extended wear
use. According to some researchers, silicone
hydrogel contact lenses will account for more
than two-thirds of U.S. soft-contact sales by 2009.
Contact lenses allow you to enjoy clear vision
without having to reach for glasses. At Menlo
Optical, we offer soft contacts, hard contacts,
and disposable contacts. If you decide to wear

methods in the care and handling of the
lenses because they are worn directly on your
eyes. Call us at 322-3900, or visit us at 1166
University Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove
Avenue and University Drive.

PS. Silicone hydrogel contact lenses are a
good option for people who remove them daily
but like to wear them over 16 hours a day.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of
Opticianry and National Contact Lens Examiners
Certified Optician licensed by the Medical Board of
California. He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical,
1166 University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.
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Beauty Salon

3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.
(650) 851-7103

v

We offer
Family haircuts,
Hair colors, Perms,
Wedding & Formal
hair styles, Manicure
& Pedicure, Facials, &
Body treatments.

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

v

Open:
Tuesday — Friday
9am. -6 p.m.
Saturday 10 am. — 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

The Ultimate Insiders’ Briefing
with ADL National
Abraham

Director
H. Foxman

v Outspoken, relent-

March 1, 2007
6:00-9:00 pm

less fighter against
anti-Semitism

v Advisor to world
religious leaders and
heads of state

v Holocaust survivor
and advocate

v Named one of the
“Forward 50" leaders
shaping American-
Jewish life

Sofitel
Redwood City

Tickets: $150

For more information, or to register:

Call 415.981.3500

Or register online at www.events.org/adlfoxman

@L The Anti-Defamation League, founded in

nivamamiese® 1914 3, is the world s’leading organization

fighting anti-Semitism, through programs and services
that counteract hatred, prejudice, and bigotry.

reen by Design:

A healthier, happier home.

"The presentation was very professional. Lots of great information!"
—Workshop Attendee

Topics will include:

Saturday, February 17, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022
oin Harrell Remodeling and Hidden Villa and learn about green building in an informative

workshop designed specifically for homeowners at Hidden Villa’s beautifully and sustainably
maintained farm and wildlife preserve.

* Costs associated with green building e Live more comfortably ¢ Improve indoor air quality
* Less maintenance ® Improve durability ® Good for the environment ® How to prioritize choices

Harrell Remodeling, one of the greater Peninsula's premier

remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and take you step
by step through the design and construction process so you can go
into your remodel confidently and intelligently. Your home is

an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are by

giving it your very best!

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it's your home.®

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop,

call (650) 230-2900.
No credit cards accepted.

Class fee is $20.00 if pre-registered, or $25.00 at the door.

Harrell Remudglinu

Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799
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Woodland names head of school Parcel tax election begins
for absentee voters

John P. Ora, an administrator
at Princeton Day School in Princ-
eton, New Jersey, has been named
the new head of school for Wood-
land School in Portola Valley, a co-
educational, independent private
school for about 230 students in
preschool through eighth grade.

Mr. Ora, who has nearly 20
years of experience as a school
administrator and teacher, will
take the new post July 1, said
David Spreng, chairperson of the
Woodland Board of Trustees.

He has been a physics and
chemistry teacher and science
department chair at the Commu-
nity School in Sun Valley, Idaho,
and an assistant head of school,
dean of students, and science
department chair at Fountain Val-
ley School in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. He is currently head
of the fifth through eighth grade

Middle Division
of Princeton
Day School.

Mr. Ora holds
a bachelor of sci-
ence degree from
Seattle University
and a master’s of
arts in educa-
tional adminis-
tration, policy and analysis from
Stanford University. He is an active
participant in Princeton University’s
Teachers as Scholars Program.

John P. Ora

“Woodland is uniquely posi-
tioned among Bay Area private
schools,” said Mr. Ora. “The com-
bination of a challenging academic
curriculum, diverse student body,
and values-based environment
prepares Woodland students to
excel in every aspect of life.”

Founded in 1981, Woodland
School leases the former Ladera
School on La Cuesta Drive from
the Las Lomitas School Dis-
trict. For more information, go
to woodland-school.org

The election to decide wheth-
er to increase the parcel tax in
the Las Lomitas Elementary
School District starts officially
on Monday, Feb. 5, when per-
manent absentee voters can
either mail their ballots or drop
them off at selected locations in
the district.

If a two-thirds majority of vot-
ers approve Measure P, the cur-
rent annual tax of $196 would rise

Free e-waste collection event

Universal Waste Management
Inc. is sponsoring a free electronic
waste collection event at the Red-
wood City Public Works Depart-
ment parking lot, at 1400 Broad-
way, on Saturday and Sunday, Feb.

CasH vs. ConsTRUCTION LOoAN SEMINAR

Dream it. Build it.

SaTurpAY, FEBRUARY 10 + 1:00-3:00PMm
Los ALtos GoLr & CounTrYy CLUB

Thinking of paying cash for your new construction,

remodel or reconstruction? Think again!

Let us help you maximize your resources.

Nikki James & Dan Maher, experts in purchase

and construction lending are pleased to bring you an

educational afternoon on how to purchase a lot,

build a new home, or remodel an existing home and

the tax consequences of these various projects.

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO RSVP.

650-559-5503

Space is limited, please RSVP by Friday, February 9th. Seminar is complimentary.
Los Altos Golf & Country Club - 1560 Country Drive, Los Altos, CA 94024

All loans subject to approval. Certain restrictions may apply. ©2007 First Horizon Home Loan Corporation

FIRST
E HORIZON

HOME LOANS

y

=

LENDER

JAMES -MAHER TEAM
Our Team. Your Dreams.

650-559-5568
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24 and 25, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Universal Waste Management,
the state-approved electronic waste
collector, will take old computer
hard drives and cases, monitors,
keyboards, and mouses. The agen-

COUNTY
CONSUMER

PLUMBING

SERVICE & REPAIR

¢ Plumbing
Emergencies

¢ Leaking Pipes

* Dripping Faucets

¢ Clogged Drains

¢ Water Filtering
Systems

¢ Water Conservation

¢ Garbage Disposals

Priced competitively

and located locally. All
services performed by
licensed union-trained
professional plumbers

E-mail:
Info@plumbingservice.com

Check Our Web Site:

Fix those nagging home and business plumbing
and repair problems for the new year!

www.plumbingservice.com

800-378-DRIP

(800-378-3747)

cy also will accept power supplies,
TVs, VCRs, DVD players, tele-
phone equipment, fax machines,
copy machines, cables, power
cords, toner cartridges, cell phones
and audiovisual equipment.
Forinformation, go to http://www.
unwaste.com or call 1-888-832-9839.

¢ [nstant Hot Water
Systems

¢ Recirculation
Systems

e Water Heaters

e Copper Repiping

¢ Hydro-Jetting Service

e Video Inspection

m SCHOOLS

to $311 — a $115 increase — for
homes and businesses in the
district, which includes western
Menlo Park, Ladera and parts of
Atherton. The election is Tuesday,
March 6.

Absentee ballots may be
dropped off during business
hours at Menlo Park City Hall,
Atherton Town Hall, the main
elections office at 40 Tower
Road in San Mateo, or the satel-
lite elections office on the first
floor at 555 County Center in
Redwood City.

There are 7,707 eligible voters
living in the district, said county
elections officer Warren Slocum.
Any homeowner 65 or older
whose home is in the district and
is the owner’s principal residence
may apply for an exemption to
the tax.

The Las Lomitas school
board initially recommended
an increase of about $200, but
a survey of the community
revealed that any increase above
$98 a year would not win a two-
thirds majority. Trustees said
they decided to ask for a $115
increase after “very careful”
analysis of the survey data.

The district needs the money,
according to a resolution passed
unanimously by the trustees in
December, to maintain “the high-
est possible quality of education”
and provide “the best qualified
staff available” in a state in which
education funding is described as
“precarious.”

Among the more specific pri-
orities, the money would help
to maintain the district’s elec-
tive offerings such as foreign
languages, music and art, and
the science, math and technol-
ogy classes.

To read the ballot measure
or for more information, go to
shapethefuture.org.

TOWNSQUARE

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.
Ask for advice.

Rate a movie.
Review a restaurant.

Report a sports
score and more.

Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com

MENLO PARK « ATHERTON * PORTOLA VALLEY » WOORSIDE
Spediiee
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Flamenco
dance

Flamenco dancer
Yaelisa will give a
dance performance

at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb.
16, in Hanson Hall at
The Sequoias, 501
Portola Road in Portola
Valley. Appearing with
her will be guitarist
Jason McGuire, singer
Felix de Lola, and
dancer Melissa Cruz.
Yaelisa has received
an Emmy Award for
choreography for a
Public Broadcasting
System program. The
Feb. 16 performance
is free and open to the
public. For information,
call 851-1501.

Women'’s recovery group
awarded challenge grant

By Stephanie Cadora

Special to the Almanac

he Women’s Recovery
TAssociation has received

a $75,000 challenge grant
from Sally and Michael Mayer of
Hillsborough, according to the
association’s executive director,
Linda Carlson.

If the association, which helps
women recover from chemi-
cal dependency, is able to raise
$75,000 between now and June
30, the Mayers will match that
amount, Ms. Carlson said.

In 2007, the association must
raise more funds to maintain
two of its key services — its
children’s program, which pro-
vides a stable environment for
children while their mothers
are participating in treatment
programs; and New Directions,
which helps newly sober women
become self-sufficient after leav-
ing treatment.

Although the association is

i "!-"F

| « Probate (Free Quote)

We The People® 800-579-0009

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys. We provide only self-help services
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

based in Burlingame, about 80
percent of its board members
and donors live in Menlo Park,
Palo Alto or Redwood City, she
said.

With a staff of 45, the asso-
ciation serves some 500 clients
annually. It specializes in treat-
ment and therapy for women
who are dually diagnosed with
mental illness and a substance-
abuse problem. Among the
services: individual and group
therapy, case management, art
therapy and 12-step meetings.

Depending on the severity
of the problem, women choose
between a residential and an
intensive outpatient program.
The association has five residen-
tial treatment homes in the city
of San Mateo.

For more information, contact
Women’s Recovery Association
at 1450 Chapin Ave., First Floor,
Burlingame, CA 94010; call 348-
6603; or go to womensrecovery.
org. A

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

INCLUDES:

« Divorce $449

e Living Trusts $399/$499
* Incorporations/LLC $399
* Non-Profit $399

¢ And much more!

When we set out

to change the community,
we started by

changing ourselves.

The counties of San Mateo and

Santa Clara have always stood for
imagination and innovation. So when
it came to dreaming up ways to better
serve the region, we imagined a

new way forward for ourselves.

This January, the new Silicon Valley
Community Foundation opens its
doors, following the merger of

Peninsula Community Foundation

INTRODUCING THE NEW
SILICON VALLEY
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

and Community Foundation Silicon
Valley. The new foundation combines
more than $1.5 billion in assets with
a priceless portfolio of expertise and
experience-in turn creating a catalyst
for change greater than the sum of

its parts. Imagine that.

SILICON | community
VALLEY | foundation

SERVING SAN MATEO AND SANTA CLARA COUNTIES

www.siliconvalleycf.org

650.358.9369 | 408.278.2200

February 7, 2007 m The Almanac m 21




www.sffencersclub.com

Beginner Fencing classes starting Jan. 2007 offered by The Town of Atherton
Parks and Rec and SF Fencers" Club Mondays for Youth and Adults.
For more information call 415-640-5671.

BEWMAN

SCHOOL

INTERNATIONAL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

@ Lower School - Grades K - 5

£ Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

@ Individualized, self-directed program

@ Rich international and cultural studies
& Proven, Montessori approach
4@ State-of-the-art facility

@ Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org
4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA ® Tel: 650-813-9131

Informational
Meetings
Feb. 15 - Thu.
Mar. 7 - Wed.
4:45PM; RSVP
Feb. 21 - Wed.
[kindergarten only, 650-424-1221]
) Emerson Learning--our inno-
James Briggs vative approach to a classic
Director education--brings out the
650-424-1267 extraordinary in every student.
]brlggs@headsup.org e Superior Academic Preparation
2800 W. Bayshore Road |, Emphasis on Thinking Skills & Personal Values
Palo Alto, CA 94303 ¢ International Curriculum (Chinese, Spanish)
e Cultivation of Gifts & Talents
Also: e Individualized Montessori Curriculum
Hacienda School- ¢ Year-Round, Full-Day Program
Pleasanton
HeadsUp! Child
Development Centers- E ME R S O N

Palo Alto - San Jose + Pleasanton Fﬁ S CHO OL
www.headsup.org Cultivating Astonishing Potential!

COMMUNITY

Amy Adams and Peter Harding

H WEDDINGS

Adams-Harding

Amy Adams and Peter Hard-
ing were married May 27 of last
year on the beach at the Crowne
Playa Los Cabos Beach Resort
in San Jose del Cabo, Mexico. A
reception followed at the hotel.

The bride is the daughter of
Judith and Douglas Adams of
Menlo Park. She is a gradu-
ate of Menlo School and Duke
University. She is vice president
of strategic initiatives at Double
Click Inc. of New York and San
Francisco.

The bridegroom is the son of
Janet and Samuel Harding of
Los Altos. He is a graduate of
Los Altos High School, Pomona
College, and is in his second year
as an MBA candidate at Stanford
University Business School.

Carol Bastelier and Gary Dunbar

Wendy Adams was her sister’s
matron of honor. Ellie Reidy was
the flower girl. Daniel Harding
was best man for his brother.
Ushers were Devin and Greg
Rattray and Thomas Reidy.

On their honeymoon, the
couple spent two weeks in Italy,
followed by two weeks sailing
in Croatia and visiting Monte-
negro and Bosnia. They spent
the rest of the summer living in
London, where the bridegroom
had a summer internship.

They are now living on the
Stanford campus.

Bastelier-Dunbar

Carol Forbes Bastelier and
Gary J. Dunbar were married
in a traditional Hawaiian cer-
emony Nov. 2 at Hanalai Bay,
Princeville, on the island of
Kauai.

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

(onnoisseur Coffee (o.
2801 Middlefield Road
Redwood City

(650) 369-5250
9am-5:30pm

Mon. - Sat.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail

& wholesale.

Coffee & Tew

Main St. (offee Roasting Co.

150 Elm St., Redwood City
(650) 368-3430. M - F
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm
Fresh roasted coffee beans
— European style. Full
coffee bar. Now serving
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am;
Sat. 7am-1 pm

Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Parkside Grille

884 Portola Road, Portola
Valley (650) 529-9007.
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30.
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and
innovative cuisine in an
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Breatiast, Lunch & Dinner

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real,
Mitn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine
of Puebla. Open daily for
Iunch and dinner.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

22 m The Almanac m February 7, 2007

The bride had resided in Por-
tola Valley since 1971. She is a
retired teacher of the Portola
Valley and Palo Alto Unified
school systems. In Portola Val-
ley she was primarily a reading
specialist. A graduate of the
University of Michigan, she was
formerly employed at the Linus
Pauling Institute of Science and
Medicine in Menlo Park.

She has three grown children,
Christine, Peter and Michelle
Bastelier.

The bridegroom is a semi-
retired businessman from Fre-
mont. He attended UC Berkeley
and taught tennis in the Bay
Area for many years before mov-
ing to Penn Valley in the Sierra
foothills.

He has two daughters, Barbara
Gibson and Debra Talwalkar.

Christine Bastelier was the
matron of honor. The bride was
also attended by two teacher
colleagues, Julie Wallace and
Elizabeth Scammahorn, who
taught on the island of Kauai
with her for several summers.

The newlyweds left for a golf
vacation at Mauna Kean on
the Island of Hawaii. They are
now living at Lake Wildwood in
Northern California.

H BIRTHS

MENLO PARK

M Jennifer and Christopher
Scully, a son, Jan. 22, 2007, at
Sequoia Hospital.

M Leslie Anglada and Nigel Ray,
a son, Jan. 24, 2007, at Sequoia
Hospital.

Post news and views on

town
square

www.AlmanacNews.com
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Laurel School wins award for composting
r X

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

fter lunch, the trash cans
Aat Laurel School in Ather-

ton used to overflow with
plates, cups, bags, boxes, utensils
and uneaten food, says parent
Alice Valentine of Menlo Park.

Now, cans are a quarter full.
Kids drop their lunch leftovers
in containers to be hauled off by
Allied Waste to turn into com-
post. In nine weeks the crumbly
earth comes back to enrich soil
and gardens.

Laurel School’s Zero Waste
Lunch Program will be honored
with an honorable mention at
Sustainable San Mateo County’s
annual awards dinner at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 15, at the Clarion
Hotel San Francisco Airport at
401E Millbrae Ave. in Millbrae.

“The kids took to it,” says Ms.
Valentine, who helped start the

Hearing set on

Summit petition

A public hearing on a peti-
tion by Summit Preparatory
Charter High School to obtain
a five-year charter from the
Sequoia Union High School
District is set for Wednesday
afternoon, Feb. 7, at Carlmont
High School.

The meeting begins at 3:30 p.m.
in the student union building at
1400 Alameda de las Pulgas in
Belmont. The hearing is the last
item on the agenda before a closed
session at 5:30 p.m.

ﬁ? C[ic/c on
wr Community,

anytime,
from anywhere.

WWW.AlmanacNews.com

Your online source for
local news about Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley
and Woodside.

mAlmanac

Jessyca Pulido disposes of her
lunch leftovers in the compost can
at Laurel.

recycle-your-lunch program at
the Atherton school in 2005.
“It’s so simple. They are amazed
that they can throw something
away, and in nine weeks it’s
usable dirt.”

The program is contagious.
Ms. Valentine is getting calls
about the program from other
schools. And the pilot program
at Laurel, a K-2 school, is gradu-
ating to Encinal, the grade 3-5
school in the Menlo Park City
School District — along with
third-grader Grace Wainscott
and her mother Kimberly, also
of Menlo Park.

“This week we begin at Enci-
nal,” says Ms. Wainscott. “By next
year the whole district will have a
zero-waste hot lunch program.”

To make the program work,
says Ms. Wainscot, the school
needs to buy bio-degradable
supplies — paper plates and
cups, and utensils made not of
plastic but of corn. “The cost
is the same,” she says. “And
we encourage children to pack
zero-waste lunches at home.”

Ms. Wainscott is enthusiastic
about the gardens where chil-

dren use their compost to help
grow food and flowers. “From
food, to compost, to herbs and
flowers, it just completes the
whole cycle for them,” she says.

Other awards

Among other winners of
awards from Sustainable San
Mateo County are:

B Eleanor Williams-Curry of
San Carlos has given much of
her life to helping young girls
and women succeed through
a grant program, a radio pro-
gram, and other civic activities.

B Rotary Floritas provides hous-
ing for low-income seniors through
the San Mateo Rotary Club.

B Samaritan House in San
Mateo provides food, shelter
and a range of services to more
than 12,000 low-income people
each year.

B The city of Millbrae oper-
ates two programs: an energy
co-generation facility that uses
kitchen grease from local res-

taurants to help power its waste-
water treatment plant; and a
recycling and waste-prevention
program.

A Green Building Award will
be presented to the city of San
Mateo for its new public library.

At the dinner, Sustainable San
Mateo County will recognize
the county manager and city
managers. Managers from Men-
lo Park and Portola Valley have
accepted so far. B

H INFORMATION

The eighth annual awards cel-
ebration for Sustainable San
Mateo County will start at 6 p.m.
with a no-host bar, silent auction
and raffle preview, followed by
the dinner program at 7. Former
state senator Jackie Speier will
be guest emcee. Single tickets
start at $75. For information and
reservations, call 638-2323 by
Feb. 9; or go to sustainablesan-
mateo.org.

FIRST WOMEN’S SHOE STORE IN MENLO PARK
a Soles BC&s
el dea el Dong/y
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" Kafe Shoes & & Petrng
yandbag’ . re Jaigs
Calla Kicks s
#amiancé Migﬁop}i:ﬁlync:;gzs Fiye 22
Raindoss 650.328. KICK (5425) Coacy,
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K tehes I I I I ' I oy T
GRAND OPENING, FEBRUARY 9*
— Openl1l0-6 —

You may qualify if:

(systolic 123-159)

Participants Wanted
for Stanford Study of a Natural Supplement
That May Lower Blood Pressure!

* Are between the ages of 35 and 70
* Might have moderately elevated blood pressure

* Do not take blood pressure or diabetes medications

No Monetary Compensation
Receive Free Health Screening
for Diabetes and Heart Disease
For more information or to sign up, please go to our website:

ppop-stanford.edu or call: (650) 725-9293

STANFORD

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

3

Stanford University Medical Center

SPI?’Q/ZQ‘ e

“BE

First Barmist CHURCH
OF MENLO PARK

“A small Church with a big HEART”
Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday
Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30
Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats
Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool
(650) 323 8544
1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)
www.firstbaptist.com

First Baptist Church
Of Menlo Park

To include your Church in
Inspirations

Please call

Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Hablamos Espaiiol

STOPTHE PAIN!

* Auto Accidents * Migtaines/Headaches to new patients only.

. . Expires 3/31/07.
* Back Pain * Leg/Atm Pain o )
* Neck Pain * Numbness

Chiropractic Exam,
X-Rays & Spinal Analysis.

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 e |
1 $ I 7 For a Friend* 1
1 —_
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

*When accompanied by the first pa-
tient, the 2nd Patient will receive the
same exam for JUST $17. Value up to
$200. Included initial exam, consulta-

tion, and necessary ex-rays. Call for
appointment and more details. Applies
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NEWS OF LOCAL ATHLETES AND TEAM SPORTS

Woodside Priory on verge of winning league title

The Woodside Priory boys’
basketball team is two wins
away from winning the school’s
first Private Schools Athletic
League boys’ basketball cham-
pionship.

The Panthers (12-0, 19-3)
stretched their winning streak
to 13 games with a 57-50 win
over Harker School on Feb. 3.

If Priory beats Fremont Chris-
tian on Tuesday, Feb. 6, the
Panthers will clinch a share of
the league title, and can win the
crown outright with a win over
Redwood Christian on Feb. 8.

Priory won a pair of league
titles in the North Coast Section

— the last in 1992 — but never
since joining the Central Coast
Section.

Against visiting Harker,
Hungarian exchange students
George and Greg Somogyi led
the Panthers with 15 and 13
points, respectively.

Guard Reggie Willhite added
11 points.

The win came two days after
Priory easily beat Valley-Chris-
tian-Dublin 49-32 on Feb. 1.

Sacred Heart

The Panthers also won their
anticipated rematch against
Sacred Heart Prep, beating the

California Savings Bank

Banking in Northern California Since 1887

%E}

Pacific National Bank

Let The
CashFlow!

~ Turn your Home into a Moneymaker,
. with a Home Equity Line of Credit.

‘Prime-.75"

For the life of the line, currently at 7.50% APR*

Have an early closure fee? We'll pay up to $500**.
Stop by one of our branches today for details.
Apply in person or by phone.

® NO Application Fees
® NO Annual Fee

Menlo Park Branch

701 Santa Cruz Avenue

650-322-8494

Rates listed are for oy lings. Loans

pied. Property i

= NO Prepayment Penalty
® NO Closing Costs

18 Neighborhood Branches
www.calsavings.com

or less. Maximum APR

and must be owner

Member FDIC
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visiting Gators 62-47 on Jan. 30.

Earlier this season, the Pan-
thers raised eyebrows after
snapping the Gators’ 78 league-
game winning streak on Sacred
Heart’s home court.

Both sides were looking for-
ward to the rematch, and with
the win, Priory put itself in the
driver’s seat to win the league
championship.

“A league title was one of our

goals,” said Priory’s second-year
coach Al Klein. “Sacred Heart
Prep has a great tradition, so
any success we have has to come
through Sacred Heart.”

Against the Gators, Willhite
tallied a game-high 28 points,
had four steals and recorded two
blocks in front a of a noisy sell-
out crowd.

“We really wanted this win
to prove our first win against

Sacred Heart wasn’t a fluke,”
said Willhite. “It was a great
crowd. We won it for them.”
The 7-foot-1 junior Greg
Somogyi added 11 points,
six rebounds and six blocked
shots. Sophomore guard Nate
Feldman added 13 points,
including three first-half
three-pointers.

— Palo Alto Weekly staff

Twins win gold, silver in ski orienting

This story was posted by Manfred
Kopisch in the Sports category of
Town Square at AlmanacNews.
com. Check the posting for a pic-
ture of the twins.

Twelve-year-old twins Philipp
and Daniel Kopisch finished
first and second, respectively, in
the U.S. Ski Orienteering Cham-
pionship on Feb. 4.

The twins, who attend Hillview
Middle School in Menlo Park,
have shown an early interest in ori-

enteering and started as early as 4
years old to go into the forest with
a map. Over the last four years,
they have become more serious
and won several titles in Bay Area
orienteering championships.

In orienteering, “the think-
ing sport,” you use a map and
compass to navigate a course
through unfamiliar terrain. For
ski orienteering cross country,
skis are used to move through
the terrain and find all controls

We are looking for a Full-time Sales Representative with
great sales skills... you're able to land the big fish.

We want an energetic, enthusiastic, confident, and a self-directed pro-
fessional — one who loves to cast for great sales results. Someone who
possesses strong organizational and public interaction skills. You should
have the ability and demonstrated experience to make public and one-
on-one presentations. You must fish well with minimum supervision.

Your responsibility is to develop and present effective marketing programs
— hook, line and sinker — that result in sales. You will be working with a
base of current and prospective customers within a geographic territory.

We value and actively seek to recruit, develop and retain people
with backgrounds and experience reflecting the diversity
of the communities we cover.

rAlmanac

For immediate team consideration, FAX your resume to:
Neal Fine ¢ 650-854-3650
or email: nfine@almanacnews.com
We offer a competitive compensation & benefits package including
k medical, dental, paid vacations, sicktime, and a 401(k) plan. J

on the specialized topo map.
Congratulations to the new U.S.
champion in ski orienteering,
Philipp Kopisch, and the silver
medal winner, Daniel Kopisch.

M-A footballer
wins scholarship

It’s varsity football and a four-
year scholarship to Oregon State
University for Menlo-Atherton
High School senior Jesse Fifita.

Jesse, who is expected to play
defensive end at Oregon, plans
to sign a letter of intent at 11:30
a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, at M-
A’s Coach Parks field, said M-A
Principal Denise Plante.

“Jesse is a good student, team
leader, inspiration to M-A’s team
and school, an outstanding athlete
and certainly deserves this great
opportunity,” Ms. Plante said.

With an average 7.5 tack-
les and 1.5 sacks per game in
2006-07, Jesse was also a stu-
dent member of the group that
interviewed M-A’s new football
coach, Robert Sykes. Mr. Sykes
led the team to an 8 and 3 sea-
son and into the playoffs in the
Central Coast league last year.

S, . 0 R
..Q,,y,ou.wgntjtglg‘eg
a,newshound?

If you like seeking out news and finding facts,
and you have good writing skills, you could be a
candidate for a news reporting internship at the

Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get first-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also op-
portunities to write feature stories on a broad
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week,
with flexible hours. In addition to a small sti-
pend, interns are paid for stories they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to:
rbatti@AlmanacNews.com,
or fax this information to
Renee Batti at (650) 854-0677.
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Dana Clark Peterson
International lawyer

Memorial services for Dana
Clark Peterson will be held at 11
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 10, at Christ
Church, 815
Portola Road,
Portola Valley.

Mr. Peter-
son, a 44-year
resident  of
Portola Valley,
died Dec. 31
at the Veterans
Affairs hospital Dana Peterson
in Palo Alto.

He was 73.

Mr. Peterson was born in
Braintree, Massachusetts. At age
16 he entered Harvard Univer-
sity. After graduating in 1953, he
became one of the youngest offi-
cer candidates in the U.S. Navy
at that time. In 1954 he married
Mary Levering Cornthwaite and
began active duty as a commu-
nications officer in Naples, Italy,
during the Korean War.

After five years of active duty
he returned to the United States
and attended law school at
Stanford University. He became
part of the legal team at Ampex
Electronics in Redwood City.
He traveled extensively during
his business career and, while
working for Ampex, lived with
his family in Great Britain for
six years.

He continued service in the
Naval Reserves at Moffet Field,
attaining the rank of captain.
He served a total of 33 years.

Mr. Peterson was a member
of the Peninsula Harvard Club.
He was also active in the Repub-
lican party, getting out the vote
in Portola Valley. He loved sail-
ing and playing the clarinet and
piano, and was an avid skier, say
family members.

He is survived by his three
sons, Kirtland Peterson of
Catonsville, Maryland, Talbot
Peterson of Palo Alto, and Travis
Peterson of Tahoe City.

Donations in Mr. Peterson’s

name may be made to Breast
Cancer Research, Research at
Stanford University Medical
Center, 2700 Sand Hill Road,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

Charles Purnell
Retired attorney

Family and friends are invited
to a private memorial reception
from 2 to 4 p.m. Monday;, Feb. 19,
at the Classic Residence by Hyatt,
620 Sand Hill Road in Palo Alto,
for Charles Rea Purnell.

Mr. Purnell, a retired attorney
from the firm of Pillsbury Win-
throp Shaw Putnam LLP, died
Jan. 18. He lived in Woodside for
42 years before moving to Palo
Alto in 2005.

Mr. Purnell was born in Wel-
lington, Kansas, and grew up in
Wichita. He attended Wichita
State University for three years.
In 1943, he entered the U.S. Army
through the ROTC program.
After completing officers’ school,
he was assigned to the 86th
Infantry Division and served
with it until the end of World
War II, ending with the rank of
captain. He served in Europe as a
rifle company platoon leader and
in the Philippines as a company
commander. He was married to
his wife, Jane, in 1945.

After the war he graduated
from Stanford University and
Stanford Law School, where he
was editor of the Stanford Law
Review and a member of the
Order of the Coif.

Upon graduation, he joined
the San Francisco law firm of
Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro
(now Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Putnam LLP), where he worked
until his retirement. During
his first 20 years at Pillsbury,
he practiced business and real
estate law. In the early 1970s,
he founded Pillsbury Environ-
mental Law Group. Under his
leadership, the group repre-
sented a number of the nation’s
largest companies, many in the
petroleum industry. Today the
group consists of 50 attorneys
and practices throughout the

United States.

The Purnells traveled exten-
sively and lived in Japan during
the 1950s when Mr. Purnell was
recalled during the Korean War.
He was an accomplished bridge
player and student of genealogy,
tracing his ancestors back to
Maryland in the early 1600s, say
family members.

Mr. Purnell is survived by
his wife of 62 years, Jane; sons
Charles Christy Purnell of Lake-
land, Florida, Bradley Mills
Purnell of Acampo, California,
and Whitney George Purnell of
Redwood City; a brother, George
Purnell of Garden City, Kansas;
a sister, Jacqueline Burks of
Greenwood Village, Colorado;
and two grandchildren.

In deference to Mr. Purnell’s
wishes, no funeral is planned.
Memorials may be made to the
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Fund,
c/o Sequoia Hospital Founda-
tion, 170 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Redwood City, CA 94062.

Richard Whitehead

PG & E automotive engineer

A memorial service for War-
ren Richard Whitehead of Men-
lo Park will be held at 4 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 9, at Portola Valley
Presbyterian Church, 945 Por-
tola Road, Portola Valley.

Mr. Whitehead, a longtime
resident of Menlo Park, died
peacefully at home on Jan. 18.
He was 85.

Mr. Whitehead was born in
San Pedro. He served in World
War II as a radio technician
aboard the Henry A. Wiley
destroyer. On his return, he
attended UC Berkeley, where
he lettered in several sports
including cross country, tennis
and crew. He graduated from
UC Berkeley with a bachelor of
science degree in mechanical
engineering.

In 1953 he married Mary
Samhoff, and they settled in
Menlo Park. He began working
for Pacific Gas & Electric in 1954
and continued working for the
company for the next 50 years.

So; youwantitobe)
anewshound?

If you like seeking out news and finding facts,
and you have good writing skills, you could be a
candidate for a news reporting internship at the
Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get first-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also op-
portunities to write feature stories on a broad
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week,
with flexible hours. In addition to a small sti-
pend, intems are paid for staries they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to:
rbatti@AlmanacNews.com,
or fax this information to
Renee Batti at (650) 854-0677.

Kathleen Jensen.

NY, 10001.

JEAN L. GOITIA

Passed away peacefully in Menlo Park on Thursday, January 25,
2007 surrounded by her family. Dearly beloved wife of Anthony
Goitia. Loving mother of Bruce Goitia. Cherished grandmother of
Isabelle Alessandra Goitia Jensen. Also survived by daughter-in-law

A native of Westpoint, lowa, Jean was a resident of San Mateo
and Menlo Park for many years. She worked for the City of San
Mateo and the Town of Hillsborough until her retirement. Her family
wishes to thank her caregiver, Siosi Tonga, for her loving care during
her long illness. Prayer services will be private. Donations in lieu of
flowers may be made in her memory to The Alzheimer's Foundation
of America on-line or at 322 Eighth Avenue, Sixth Floor, New York,

PAID OBITUARY

m POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’'s
Office. Under law, people charged with
offenses are considered innocent until
convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft reports:

B Air compressor stolen from con-
struction site, 100 block of Selby Lane,
Jan. 29.

W Wedding ring stolen from purse, first
block of Valparaiso Avenue, Jan. 31.

W Antique table worth between
$10,000 and $20,000 stolen sometime
over last 18 months, 200 block of Park
Lane, Feb. 1.

MENLO PARK
Stolen vehicle report:

B White 1997 Landrover Discovery,
200 block of Haight Street, Jan. 19.

Burglary reports:

B Computer equipment stolen from
residence, Regal Court, Jan. 31.

M Cell phone stolen from residence,
Iris Lane, Feb. 1.

Auto burglary report: Wiring dam-
aged under dash of vehicle, 800 block

of Coleman Avenue, Jan. 27.

Grand theft reports:

W iPod, $70 in cash and camera stolen
from backpack, 1300 block of Willow
Road, Jan. 29.

B Embezzlement of $400 in used
materials, Brilliant Homes on Jefferson
Drive, Feb. 1.

Fraud Reports:

W Unauthorized use of checks, 1300
block of Hill Avenue, Jan. 26.

W Checks stolen and used, 1300 block
of Madera Avenue, Jan. 30.

M False invoice received, 600 block of
Hobart Street, Jan. 30.

M |dentity theft, 900 block of Siskiyou
Drive, Jan. 31.

W Unauthorized charges to account,
800 block of Coleman Avenue, Feb. 1.

WOODSIDE

Theft report: Credit card statement and
three credit card checks in someone
else’s name, including one with forged
signature, found in glove box of vehicle
occupied by two youths, Woodside High
School at 199 Churchill Ave., Jan. 24.
Burglary report: Fifty-inch flat-screen

TV stolen from house under construction,
100 block of Hardwick Road, Jan. 26.

He served as an automotive
engineer and, later, as an inde-
pendent consultant, certifying
large cranes and training PG&E
personnel for the California state
crane operators’ examination.
An engineer, Mr. Whitehead
could fix anything, say family
members. He enjoyed wood-
working, building clocks, bak-

ing bread, making jam, working
on cars and vacationing with his
family on Bass Lake.

He is survived by his three
daughters, Mary Christina
Owen, Sarah Tamsen McGin-
ley, and Tracy Ann Whitehead
Craig; and nine grandchildren.
His wife, Mary, preceded him in
death in 1997.
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You give me your financial goals.

['ll give you powerful tools to help

achieve them.

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock, CLU®, ChFC®
Financial Representative
CA. Insurance Lic. 0453266

New England Financial

950 Tower Lane, Suite 1000
Foster City, CA 94404
650-286-5800

Fax: 650-286-5818

tpollock @sf.nef.com

Looking for a representative who offers his
financial solutions? Then look to me for:

| focus on helping people create, conserve, and
distribute assets. To learn more, call me today.

New England Financial’
A MetLife Company

* Life Insurance

* Annuities

* Estate Conservation Strategies
* Retirement Strategies

* Disability Income Insurance

* Mutual Funds

* Long-Term Care Insurance

CD200604020, Exp.07/30/2008

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock is a Registered Representative of New England Securities Corp., 950 Tower Lane,
Ste. 1000, Foster City, CA 94404 .New England Financial is the service mark for New England Life Insurance
Company, 501 Boylston Street, Boston, MA, a MetLife company. Securities products offered through
registered representatives of New England Securities Corp., Boston, MA (member NASD, SIPC)
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One-time surplus no free lunch

mini-war of words over whether Menlo Park should

impose the highest possible level of its new utility tax

despite a $3.7 million budget surplus last fiscal year
should come to a head Tuesday, Feb. 6, when the council actually
discusses the latest budget projections.

Advance copies of a report detailing those numbers show that
despite the $3.7 million surplus in the 2005-06 fiscal year, the city
will incur a small deficit this year, and then show surpluses in the
$1.5 million to $2.5 million
range for the next eight years.

Those estimates include pay-
ing in advance for retiree health
care obligations beginning
in fiscal year 2007-08, when the city will have to follow a new
accounting law. Amortizing this obligation over a 20-year period
will cost about $655,000 a year, city finance officials predict.

Unfortunately for the anti-tax crowd, all the budget assump-
tions include the full utility tax assessment, and the additional tax
income from the Rosewood Hotel, which is expected to open in
September 2008. It also assumes that a new system to catch and
fine drivers who run red lights will produce $500,000 in 2007-08,
and then back off to about $300,000 a year until 2015-16.

Bottom line: Unless the city wants to live dangerously close to run-
ning a deficit, it will need the full utility tax throughout the period.

None of the projections included income from a new General
Motors auto mall at Bayfront Expressway and Willow Road,

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

which could be up and running — and producing sales tax rev-
enue — as early as fiscal year 2008-09. Bringing back the tax ben-
efit from auto sales, plus growing property tax revenues, could
sway future councils to ease off on the utility tax, which could be
scaled back at any time by a simple vote of the council.

The tax, which passed by a slim, 65-vote majority, is controver-
sial, and certainly the council should reduce it if the city contin-
ues to accrue large budget surpluses.

But that day is not here yet, and we expect the council will fol-
low the advice of staff, and impose the tax at the full level, begin-
ning this April.

New hope for Park Theatre

The recent news that a Menlo Park resident wants to restore the
Park Theatre on El Camino Real is very encouraging, as was the
City Council’s warm reception of the idea last week.

If Menlo Park resident Andy Duncan’s plans are approved and a sale
of the property from Howard Crittenden is consummated, the old
movie house could have a new life as the new home of the Menlo Park
Academy of Dance, which is partially owned by Mr. Duncan’s mother.

Lack of parking and competition from multiplex theaters like the
Century 20 in Redwood City are likely to rule out showing movies at
the Park, at least for now. But the building, including its concession
stands, ticket booth and neon sign, would be restored, and maybe
sometime in the future could be a home for films again.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Delay startup of
new utility tax

Editor:

Many neighbors and I urge the
Menlo Park City Council to exer-
cise its right and halt imposition
of the utility user tax passed in
November.

Delaying imposition of any new
tax is the right decision because:

B The justification for the tax,
the budget deficit that threatens
essential city services, no longer
exists because the projected 2006
$2 million deficit turned into an
actual $3.7 million surplus.

B Even if the 2006 surplus may be
due in part to some nonrecurring
items and to some areas which were

under-funded relative to long-term
needs, it is not reason enough to
impose a new tax when residents
were asked to vote in favor of the tax
only in order to prevent immediate
cuts to essential services, which is
now not an issue.

Our Regional Heritage

Jane and Leland Stanford are surrounded by well-wishers as they set the cornerstone for Stanford
University in the late 1880s in this classic photo by San Jose photographer A.P. Hill.

Stanford Archives

B This tax was passed by a mere

EMAIL your views to
letters@AlmanacNews.
com. Indicate if itis a
letter to be published.

MAIL or deliver to:

Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Menlo Park,

CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2626, ext. 222.

65 votes, which is not a strong
mandate to impose a new tax,
particularly when you consider
that neither the Measure K Com-
mittee nor the League of Women
Voters informed residents of the
good news from city staff that
there would indeed be a surplus
(not a deficit) this past year when
they called residents before the
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elections in support of the tax.
Menlo Park residents should
e-mail City Council members at
city.council@menlopark.org if
they want to prevent the imposi-
tion of the utility tax in April that
will cost the average homeowner

hundreds of dollars per year.

Nicole Lance
Laurel Avenue, Menlo Park

Park fund shouldn’t District, which includes Menlo

forM r Park, Atherton, Belmont, East
pay for easure J Palo Alto, Redwood City, San
Editor: Carlos, Woodside and several

The $8,000 cost of putting
Measure ] on the ballot last
November will be charged to
the Bayfront Park sinking fund,
set up in 1987 by the members
of the South County Garbage

unincorporated areas.

I believe Measure ] was the
stalking horse for the council
campaigns of Mickie Winkler,

See LETTERS, next page
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Lee Duboc and John Boyle
and not a genuine test of
the residents’ opinions about
the development of Bayfront
Park.

It was a stretch to believe that
the previous council majority
would, with a straight face, ask
the voters to approve a plan for
sports fields that would cost at a
minimum $17 million at a time
when residents were told the city
was suffering from a $1.9 million
budget deficit. If Measure K (the
utility tax) costs are to be paid
from the general fund, why is the
Bayfront Park sinking fund being
charged for Measure J?

My suggestion is that the bill
from San Mateo County for
$8,000 be sent to the Winkler/
Duboc/Boyle Political Action
Committee for payment. The
sinking fund, which was set up
for the park’s maintenance, has
already been charged for the fea-
sibility report about play fields
at Bayfront Park.

Did the candidates believe that
Measure ] would pull together
large numbers of parents and the
election would be theirs? If so,
they gambled and they lost. While
Menlo Park residents do under-
stand the value of children playing
soccer, baseball and football, they
also understand that a hilly pas-
sive recreation park overlooking
the bay is Menlo Park’s treasure
that deserves to be protected, just
as it is and just as the 1976 council
designed.

Brielle Johnck

Central Avenue, Menlo Park

Auxiliary had long
history at Allied Arts

Editor:

The Palo Alto Auxiliary to the
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospi-
tal at Stanford is moving out of its
longtime home at the Allied Arts
Guild. Among the seven auxilia-
ries that contribute to the hospital
(Charter is the first), ours ties for
second oldest, founded over 75
years ago the same year as the San
Francisco Auxiliary.

We have a long history of find-
ing creative ways to support the
hospital. We had a tiny beginning,
selling fruit and flowers and mak-
ing Della Robbia wreaths before we
began serving luncheons and teas
at the guild, where we also hosted
weddings and sponsored fashion
shows. We were involved at the
hospital as well, serving as docents,
making tote bags at Christmas for
the children, and participating
in Scouting. Many of you may
remember our children singing
in choirs to our Allied Arts Guild
guests at Christmas.

One of the outstanding charac-
teristics of this auxiliary has been

its dependability. To come week
after week on time and work as
a volunteer in a restaurant on all
its tasks of cooking, arrangement,
and serving demands a special
kind of devotion. The depth of
that devotion is revealed by some
statistics: Between 1984 and 1995,
we volunteered 50,000 hours per
year, served 175 meals a day, and
gave over $100,000 every year to
the hospital.

The Palo Alto Auxiliary has
been dedicated to helping the
children at the hospital for
better than three-quarters of a
century, and we look forward to
continuing that tradition.

Sally Bush
Historian, Palo Alto Auxiliary

Who elects the
citizen committees?

Editor:

Mr. Engel, in reference to your
Guest Opinion last week, could
you please tell us who the “we” are
who are advocating for the “citi-
zen” committees of Menlo Park
that aren’t appointed or elected,
don’t report to and aren’t account-
able to anyone?

This smacks of vigilantes run-
ning amok for their own personal
agendas. I agree, the budget advi-
sory committee was exemplary
and one that could/should have
some permanent status. But that
committee was authorized by
the City Council and reported to
them.

Your statement,
“Unlike the com-
missions, one pur-
pose is to keep
our council and
administration
honest and work-
ing on behalf of
us, the voters,” is
accusatory without
facts. In what way
are council members
and commissioners, who
are also residents and voters, not
working on behalf of the voters?
And what is the specific complaint
about our city staff?

If commissioners or council
members don’t agree with you
or your agenda or don’t appoint
you to a commission, does that
make them dishonest? Sorry,
Mr. Engel, without specifics,
your guest piece sounds like sour
grapes for not being appointed to
a commission in this last cycle.

Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

Looking for a return
to good neighbors

Editor:
Neighborliness has long made
living in Menlo Park desirable.
Neighbors cared about and
respected each other. Residents

Editor:

r I Yhe community of Portola Valley is in the midst
of its most important project in decades: the
creation of a new Town Center.

When completed, it will be home to our

library, community hall, activity rooms, play-
ground, soccer and baseball/softball fields, ten-

Valley near goal to pay for Town Center

project as one phase, or to delay certain aspects,
like the community hall, activity rooms, and
some sporting facilities. Building in one phase is
by far the most economical course of action, and
will offer the speediest access to the new facilities,
expected to be the latter months of 2008.

We are asking all residents to make a donation to

nis and all-sport courts and various
trails. More importantly, it will be a
special place for residents to enjoy for
many generations to come.

This projectisnow at a critical juncture
inits development. For the last two years,
a private fundraising campaign has been
undertaken by the Portola Valley Com-
munity Fund (PVCF). The PVCF has
raised $10.2 million to date from gener-
ous donations. With the town’s $3 mil-
lion contribution, this means that a total

GUEST
OPINION

our community project right now. Our
goalis to raise an additional $1.8 million
by the time the Town Council makes its
decision in March.

An additional benefit of making
gifts before the end of March is that
donations will be doubled due to a
generous matching gift challenge from
the TOSA Foundation.

Send your tax deductible donation
to: Silicon Valley Community Founda-
tion for the Portola Valley Community

of $13.2 million is in place. So, almost 70

percent of the needed $20 million is now secured.
Since the project is scheduled to start construc-

tion this spring, the balance of the funds needs to

be raised quickly. Portola Valley’s Town Council

will vote March 28 on whether to build the entire

Fund, 1700 South El Camino Real, Suite

300, San Mateo 94402. For more information,
visit our Web site at www.pvtowncenter.com.

Sally Ann Reiss, Jocelyn Swisher

and Beth Rabuczewski, co-chairs,

Portola Valley Community Fund

Respondto Q3
Letters to the Editor ‘Wi
posted on
Town Square at
&\ AlmanacNews.com
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who proposed to remodel or
rebuild sought to do so without
impacting the property or privacy
of their neighbors.
Neighborliness was ignored by
the City Council majority pre-
ceding last November’s election.
Instead, the prevailing ethos was
to allow homeowners to do any-
thing they could get away with.
This encouraged homeowners to
adopt the attitude toward their
neighbors of “I've got mine; get
yours if you can.”
Here’s hoping a fresh
council majority
will act to revive
neighborliness.
Overlays are not
enough. Over
the long run we
need ordinances
that require resi-
dents to be sensi-
tive to neighbors
when they undertake
rebuilding or remodeling
projects. What the council can
and should do more readily is
to adopt a practice of denying
variance applications when a
proposed project fails to show
respect for neighbors.
James R. Madison
Holly Avenue, Menlo Park

Reconsider the
Jackling House issue

Editor:

A small group has used the Cal-
ifornia Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) to make a “we” out
of Woodside’s many individuals.

The Jackling House is not a
life-and-death issue, yet it has
muddied the rights of the indi-
vidual terribly. A Floridian who
lived in the Jackling House many
years ago and a few Woodside
residents who are members of the

town’s History Committee feel
that their will must prevail. They
feel the rights of a landowner
must submit to their will. Why?
Because, it’s their wish.

Why the Jackling House? It’s by
an unimaginative architect, who
parodied the old Spanish style.
This building is not adobe, it has
hollow walls, and it is an expansive
sloppy work. The architect’s bet-
ter work, if you can call it that, is
in Santa Barbara, where it should
remain. Forcing a landowner to
preserve a building because Nixon
once used the toilet, or because it
is considered distinct in an area
outside of Santa Barbara, or that a
silver baron built it, is an arbitrary
designation.

The whole process has been
an abuse of the CEQA act, and
has been a waste of time and
money for Woodside, the court
and the landowner. In short, the
Jackling House represents the
arbitrary use of a law to force the
landowner to do the bidding of
authoritarians who think they
have a right to force their will on
others. It is shameful.

I don’t know or work for the
landowner. I don’t have invest-
ments in the landowner’s com-
pany, but I know when the law is
being misused. I disagree strongly
with the Almanac’s editorial, the
Woodside Historical Commit-
tee and that lady from Florida.
Since I think, rather than feel, it
seems obvious that no landowner
should be forced to the whims of
a few, who have no compunction
in stretching the law to fit their
arbitrary agenda.

I hope the readers of the
Almanac and the editorial staff
will reconsider their opinions in
light of these considerations.

Christina A. Romano Puckett
Rocky Way, Woodside

Steve Jobs wealth
not an issue

Editor:

I find it offensive and entire-
ly out of line that in your
editorials and the letters you
publish regarding the Jackling
House in Woodside, Steve
Jobs’ wealth is referred to so
much in the arguments against
demolition.

Regardless of one’s opinion on
the future of this property, there
should be far better reasons to
insist that the property be pre-
served than the fact that he can
afford it.

John Clark
Woodside

Litigant’s appointment to
commission questioned
Editor

The city of Menlo Park named
Don Brawner “housing commis-
sioner.” The same Don Brawner
(who) is suing the city to stop a
housing project. Shouldn’t he be
the “non-housing commissioner”?
Certainly the mayor and the
majority council have forgotten
their pledge promising less divisive
government.

Pat White
Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park

Imanacnews.com
your online
source for local
news about
MENLO PARK,
ATHERTON,
PORTOLA VALLEY,
WOODSIDE
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Let Ed Kahl show you Woodside’s

WOODSIDE Space, tranqu:llty, scenic views

THE LAND

Six sun-swept acres spread out across gently rolling meadows. This very
private property offers panoramic views of the western hills, especially
stunning at sunset or when the fingers of fog spill over the ridges.

THE HOME

The sophisticated contemporary design of this artfully remodeled home
creates an interplay between the indoors and the gardens outside. 6-BR,
4-BA, two fireplaces. Separate guest cottage, pool, gardens, tennis court,
and acres of natural meadows. Woodside zoning permits 12 horses.
Award-winning Portola Valley Schools. $6,500,000
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Glorious Woodside Estate

“On A Lark Farm” is 3.75 (approx) acres in an area of historic estates
and fabulous new mansions. The home and new equestrian facili-
ties capture the best of Woodside’s town and country living, and
. . offer endless opportunities for fun and entertainment. Large sep.
Tuscan EState mn Centl‘al WOOdS]de apartment. Woodside Elem. School. $5,200,000
Located an easy stroll from Roberts and Woodside
Elementary, this one-acre, 4BR estate home provides the
perfect setting for the luxurious California lifestyle in an
elegantly designed home. $5,250,000

* Sold over $1 Billion in residential

and commercial properties
*MA in Economics from UC Davis
+ Calif. Gen’l Contractor’s license (650) 400'2796

i & * Real Estate Broker since 1972
| M + International President’s Premiere www.edkahl.com

Pnrwm}s Ed@edkahl.com
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