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Post news and views on

Town
Square

The civil grand jury casts doubt on 
the fi re safety of Atherton homes 

See Page 14
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R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

REDWOOD CITY
Located in desirable 
Edgewood Park, this spacious 
and recently remodeled 4bd/3ba 
Craftsman style home offers 
separate living and dining room, 
large open kitchen, beautiful 
master suite, solar power and 
modern technologies.

$1,579,000

REDWOOD CITY
Beautifully upgraded 3bd/1ba 
home couldn’t be more charming. 
Spacious living room/dining room 
combination features finished 
natural stone-faced fireplace 
with traditional mantle; recessed 
lighting; crown moldings; 
fabricated wood floors; French 
doors to private cozy brick patio 
perfect for intimate entertaining.

$849,000

MENLO PARK
Experience sophisticated 
living in this spacious, tri-level 
Mediterranean-style townhome 
located in the sought-after 
Park Forest complex tucked 
away in a park like setting 
amidst Pines and redwoods, 
yet with close-in convenience. 
Beautifully updated 3bd/2.5ba.

$1,148,000

apr.com  | WOODSIDE OFFICE  2930 WOODSIDE ROAD  650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES  |  Santa Clara |  San Mateo |  San Francisco |  Alameda |  Contra Costa |  Monterey |  Santa Cruz
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Footloose fun
Kids dance and sing along to Mary Lee Sunseri, who performed her “best of the best” musical show 
recently at the Atherton library. The free program, sponsored by the Atherton Arts Committee, had the 
young audience on its feet and bopping happily to the music.

custom jewelers
642 Santa Cruz Avenue

Menlo Park
(650) 323-4653

650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 • www.sequoiacenter.com

THEsequoia
 CENTER

CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES

H E A L T H  •  H O P E  •  R E C O V E R Y

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the 

balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol 

and other drugs.  Our services are offered in a warm and caring 

environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals 

gain control over their lives.

Is your 
addiction 
hurting 
anyone?

The Sequoia Center is licensed through 

the State of California to deliver:

• Medical Detoxifi cation

• Outpatient Treatment (Day & Evening)

• Residential Treatment

• Integrated Behavioral Health 
Programs /Partial Hospitalization 
/Day Treatment

–Call today 1-800-997-5504 
to schedule a free, confi dential

 assessment with one 
of our Specialists.

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
photo@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com
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Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
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without permission is strictly prohibited.
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On the cover
Firefighters face special challenges in Atherton, 
where large homes, narrow gates and long driveways 
can make accessibility a problem. A civil grand jury 
report says Atherton building officials left the fire 
protection district out of the loop and concludes 
that residents may face safety hazards as a result. 
Photo by Veronica Weber. Story begins on Page 14.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.
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■ John Boyle leads pack in council race spending. 
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■ City employee labor contracts will boost 
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■ New preschool approved for city’s industrial 
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■ Roberts market likely to open store at former 
home of John’s Valley Foods. Page 5
■ Bottle-throwing cyclist may be prosecuted. 
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■ New site this year for Portola Valley town 
picnic. Page 9
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■ Ormondale principal Eva Gal to retire. Page 12
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■ Where you can post your own news, views and 
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■ Woodside’s Tori Anthony sets national pole 
vault record. Page 9
■ Woodside Priory boys win PSAL hoop title. 
Page 9
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■ San Mateo County to ban smoking at parks 
and beaches. Page 11
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PRECIOUS STRING CHEESE
Family Pack 12 oz. $3.39
EGGO CINNAMON TOAST WAFFLES
10 oz. – Also Blueberry – Homestyle  $1.79
STAR EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
17 oz. – Also Extra Light $5.99
RONZONI ENRICHED MACARONI LASAGNA
16 oz. – Also 8 oz. Oven Ready $1.39
COKE – DIET COKE – SPRITE
12 oz. – 6 Pack Cans – Plus Calif. Redeem Value $2.29
KLEENEX WHITE FACIAL TISSUE
200 Count $1.69

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA  94062

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

 Large

NAVEL ORANGES 99¢lb.

Crispy

FUJI APPLES 99¢lb.

Fresh

BROCOLLI CROWNS 99¢lb.

Extra Fancy

ZUCCHINI 99¢lb.

Sale Dates:  February 14, 15, 16 & 17th
www.robertsmarket.com

MICHAEL – GROCERY

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �

Valentine's Bubbly
What's more romantic than fine rosé Champagne? Surprise your 

sweetheart with fresh, chilled rosé Champagne?

Moet & Chandon Rosé Imperial. . . . . . . . Reg. $54.99, Sale $49.99

Camille Savés Rosé Brut. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Reg. $57.99, Sale $51.99

Godm Pere & Fils Rosé Brut  . . . . . . . Reg. $59.99, Sale $53.99

Veuve Clicquot Ponsardin Rosé  Reg. $61.49, Sale $54.99

— Special This Week at Roberts — 

DOMESTIC LEG OF LAMB $4.98lb.

BONELESS LEG OF LAMB ROLL $7.98lb.

TROUT $8.98lb.

CHICKEN DRUMETTES $3.98lb.

These wines are limited to stock on hand. 
Prices are net, and do not qualify for further discount.

Assorted Mixed Vegetables

$599
lb.Spaghetti and Meat Sauce

Start The Fireworks!
Few flowers are more elegant then nerine, with its long stems that show off slender petals 

that resemble curled gift ribbons. These fireworks-shaped, candy-colored flowers come 
in bubblegum pink and bright tea rose tones, as well as pure white and cherry red. To add to 
its allure, nerine spreads a wonderful chocolate aroma. Because nerine is possessed of such 
unique features, one must think in terms of elegance and refinement when combining it with 
other flowers. Soft-colored freesia would make good company, as would tender bulbous plants 
such as grape hyacinths or mauve hyacinths. Keep the stems of nerine long so that the crown of
flowers projects above the slender stem to emphasize its delicacy.

At ROBERTS MARKET,  we have a floral department that rivals most local competitors. We 
have expert employees, including florists, who know what they are talking about. We make 

your shopping experience a great one. We pride ourselves on catering to our valued customers' 
needs and on the high end of the consumer. If you find yourself 
pressed for time visit our "heat and eat it" department for wonder-
ful gourmet prepared foods. Don't forget fresh cut flowers from 
our floral department to grace your table.

Hint:   Nerine is a native of South Africa.

$599
lb.

Roberts Cheesy 
Garlic Bread

$135
ea.

NOW at Roberts 

S USHI
Made Fresh

Daily

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �



Shut up and sit down
 The new Menlo Park City 
Council has stressed its 
willingness to listen to the 
public, but council mem-
bers want speakers to keep 
their comments to less than 
three minutes at the weekly 
council meetings.
 The council decided on Jan. 
23 to get a buzzer that will 
sound once speakers have 
addressed the council for 
more than three minutes.
 Councilman Heyward Rob-
inson said the council should 
use the buzzer to keep meet-
ings from going too late. 
 If shorter meetings are the 
goal, perhaps someone should 
look into getting a really big 
buzzer for council members 
who are — how to put this 
delicately? — less than con-
cise in their own remarks. 
 The current council mem-
bers have served together 
for less than two months, 
but have already held sever-
al meetings that have lasted 
more than four hours.

O Holy Blight
 Some residents and 
employees working in the 
West Menlo Park area have 
long considered the noon-
time and 5 p.m. “concerts” 
ringing out from loud-
speakers outside Betha-
ny Lutheran Church an 
unsolicited and unwelcome 
auditory blight of the neigh-
borhood. But for the most 
part, they’ve gritted their 
teeth or covered their ears 
when the out-of-tune, tin-
can carillon lets loose.
 But how much can the 
neighbors, now looking 
longingly toward spring, 
endure as they are forced 
to listen to “O Holy Night” 
and other Christmas carols 
— in late January? Can this 
carillon change its tune? Or 
will this faux belfry drive 
everyone bats?

Lost and found
 Are you in dutch with 
the wife? Debbie Devoto, a 
counselor at Hillview Mid-
dle School in Menlo Park, 
may be able to help out.
 A gold ring with stones, 
probably a man’s wedding 
band, was found on the 
playing field at Hillview, 
reports Ms. Devoto,
 If you think the ring might 
be yours, send an e-mail to 
ddevoto@mpcsd.org.

M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y

Short 
takes

Roberts market likely to open store in PV
■ George Roberts is 
looking at former site 
of John’s Valley Foods.
By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Anew Roberts market, the 
popular Woodside gro-
cery store, is likely to 

open in the former home of 
John’s Valley Foods at the corner 
of Alpine and Portola roads in 
Portola Valley. Only unforeseen 
problems with the building or 
site could derail it, said Roberts 
market owner George Roberts. 
 A Portola Valley store, which 
at 10,000 square feet would 
be about the same size as the 
Woodside store, would offer 

many of the same amenities, 
Mr. Roberts said. The store 
would have a delicatessen, wine 
and liquor sales, and an upscale 
choice of groceries. 
 Mr. Roberts said he has an 
exclusive agreement with Valley 
Foods leaseholder John Meany 
and has begun “discovery” 
procedures to identify potential 
problems, if any, with the site. 
“We don’t anticipate a lot of 
problems,” he said. 
 If discovery works out as expect-
ed and the escrow agreement 
closes at the end of April, a remod-
eled store would likely open in 
September, Mr. Roberts said. 
 Developer Jim Pollock, who 
had announced a plan in Novem-
ber to build medical offices and 

a convenience grocery at the site, 
told the Almanac last week that 
tenants “haven’t come forward” 
and he has cancelled his con-
tract with Mr. Meany.
 Looking back, Mr. Pollock 
said he had been confident of 
eventually finding physicians 
to relocate there, given the 
right timing. But retailers, he 
said, were skeptical of generat-
ing enough revenue to pay the 
rent, given competition from 
full-service markets nearby in 
Woodside and Ladera. 
 Asked about the viability of 
another full-sized grocery store 
like John’s at that corner, Mr. 
Pollock replied: “I don’t think 
that would work.” A formula 
of 50 percent medical and 50 

percent commercial was best for 
that site, he added. 
 Mr. Meany opened John’s Val-
ley Foods in 1977 and ran it for 
29 years. After unsuccessfully 
trying to find a buyer to take 
over the business, he closed the 
store in July and retired. 
 Bianchini’s Market in Ladera 
was considered by some as 
another likely candidate for a 
store at the Valley Foods site. 
Kevin Bianchini, the owner, 
said he hasn’t spoken with Mr. 
Meany and wasn’t thinking of 
branching out there “at this 
time.” 
 “Quite a few people have asked 
about it,” he said in an inter-
view, but “the timing is not good 
right now.” A

The Almanac/Veronica Weber

Fire starter
Smoke billows from a controlled burn at Wunderlich Park in 
Woodside on Feb. 7. The California Department of Forestry used 
one of its inmate crews to burn underbrush in order to improve 
access to the park’s meadow.
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John Boyle leads pack
in council race spending
■ Top spender receives 
$6,000 from Matteson 
Companies after 
his win.
By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

The John Boyle for City 
Council campaign has like-
ly set a record for spending 

in a Menlo Park council race.
 Mr. Boyle, who was elected 
to one of three open seats in 
November, spent $53,503 to 
win the post, according to final 
campaign finance statements.
 Still, the total is nearly $10,000 
less than what was spent in the 
unsuccessful bid to elect Chris-
tina Angell-Atchison to the 
council in 2000. In that race, an 
unprecedented $63,000-plus was 
spent on her campaign, but only 
about $40,000 came from her 
own campaign fund. Another 
$23,700 was spent to support her 
bid by the citizen group, Menlo 
Community Association.
 Mr. Boyle’s candidacy didn’t 
receive any help from an inde-
pendent committee, according 
to the state-mandated campaign 
documents, which candidates 
and committees were required 
to file in City Hall by Jan. 31. 
The documents report total 
sums on spending and contribu-
tions for the entire campaign, 
and breakdowns of spending 
and contributions from late 
October through Jan. 31.

 Council members Mickie 
Winkler and Lee Duboc, who 
ran on a slate with Mr. Boyle in 
their unsuccessful bids for re-
election, were the next-biggest 
spenders: Ms. Winkler spent 
$44,756; Ms. Duboc, $44,348.
 Successful candidates Hey-
ward Robinson and Rich Cline 
spent $41,295 and $21,048, 
respectively. Losing candidate 
Vince Bressler spent $16,487.
 The election pitted the slate 
of incumbents and Mr. Boyle 
against three candidates who, 
though they ran independently, 
hoped to replace the three coun-
cil members who constituted 
a majority in almost all of the 
council’s most important votes. 
That included Nicholas Jellins, 
who didn’t seek re-election.
 The then-council majority 
was viewed as pro-development, 
while their council colleagues, 
now-Mayor Kelly Fergusson and 
Councilman Andy Cohen, are 
viewed as more cautious in their 
acceptance of high-impact com-
mercial projects and more sympa-
thetic to neighborhood concerns.

Post-election contributions
 Mr. Boyle spent more than he 
raised, according to his spending 
statement. He received $45,966 
in contributions — $6,000 of 
which was received on Jan. 15 
from Duncan Matteson of Menlo 
Park and entities and individuals 

See SPENDING, page 8
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 After spending many hours 
discussing two other items on 
the Feb. 6 agenda, the Menlo 
Park City Council never got 
around to addressing the latest 
budget report — and whether 
the new utility tax needs to 
be set at the maximum rates 
starting April 1. Now, the 
council says it plans to deal 
with the budget and tax issues 
at its Feb. 13 meeting.
 That meeting starts at 7 
p.m., but it’s not clear when 
the budget and tax discussion 

will start. The meeting is in the 
council chambers at the Civic 
Center, between Laurel and 
Alma streets.
 Some residents — including 
some who voted for the tax 
— have questioned whether the 
tax is necessary after the recent 
announcement that the city ran 
a $3.7 million surplus in the fis-
cal year that ended last June 30.
 The tax was sold to voters as 
a necessary tool to prevent fur-
ther cuts to city services and fee 
increases.

  City staff says despite the sur-
plus, the tax is needed to cover 
long-term spending projec-
tions, including for infrastruc-
ture repairs and employee and 
retiree benefits.
 If the council opts to go ahead 
with previous plans and levy 
the tax at the maximum rates, 
businesses and residences will 
be taxed 3.5 percent on utilities 
(water, gas and electric bills), and 
2.5 percent on communications 
(landline telephone, cell phone, 
cable TV and Internet bills).

 Town Square — on Almanac
News.com — is your place to post 
news, information and comment 
about activities, events and issues, 
large and small. 
 While it’s mostly about local 
activities and issues, you can 
comment on regional, national 

and global issues, as well, in the 
“Other Issues” category. 
 In Town Square, residents may 
ask their neighbors about every-
thing from great local hiking 
spots to tips on places to dine or 
watch a sporting event.
 Posting topics on Town Square 

is easy and requires no registra-
tion. Users only need to identify 
themselves as living in a specific 
neighborhood or school commu-
nity and are encouraged but not 
required to use their full names.
 While registration is not 
required, there are benefits to 
registering: You can post a picture. 
You can receive an e-mail alert 
when someone posts a comment 
on your topic. And you can receive 
e-mail bulletins on important 
breaking news in the community.
 Readers of The Almanac Online 
and the newspaper are encouraged 
to respond to news stories, movie 
and restaurant reviews, editori-
als and opinion pieces by posting 
comments in Town Square.
 Results of sports competitions 
can be quickly reported in the 
“Sports” category as soon as 
games are over.
 In essence, Town Square turns 
everyone into citizen reporters 
and provides a forum for you to 
communicate directly with other 
community members.

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025
www.stanfordparkhotel.com

Valentine Romance
AT TH E DU C K CLU B RE S TAU RAN T

        reat your Valentine 
to the Duck Club Restaurant at the 

Stanford Park Hotel.

Enjoy an exclusive Valentine’s Day 
4-course dinner in a romantic setting, 

specially created by our Executive Chef.

For reservations call: 
650-322-1234

T

New preschool approved for city’s industrial zone 
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Some east Menlo Park land-
lords and business owners 
may not like it, but a new 

preschool is headed to the indus-
trial part of the city.
 The City Council sided with 
parents, rather than businesses, 
at its Feb. 6 meeting, and voted 
4-1 to grant a use permit to Palo 
Alto-based Casa dei Bambini 
preschool to set up a campus in 
east Menlo Park.

 The school will be east of U.S. 
101 in the city’s industrial, or 
“M-2” zone, at 1215 O’Brien 
Drive. Councilman John Boyle 
voted against the project.
 The council’s action reversed 
the Planning Commission’s 
unanimous decision Nov. 27 to 

deny the school a use permit. The 
council considered the project 
because Carlos Balzaretti, head of 
the Montessori school, appealed 
the commission’s decision.
 The school will serve up to 72 
children ages 2 to 6 weekdays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 The proposal pitted parents 
vying for more preschool and 
child care services against land-
lords and business owners who 
said putting small children in 
an industrial zone will spark 
health concerns and new safety 
regulations.
 “We Menlo moms need this 
school,” said resident Jill Wer-
nicke. “It’s not fair that a few 
companies are getting in the way 
of educating our children.”
 Ms. Wernicke was one of 11 
people to urge the council to 

approve the project, and 10 
people spoke against it.
 “Please protect the integrity of 
the industrial zone,” said Nancy 
Noe, an attorney representing 
Alza Corp., an east Menlo Park 
pharmaceutical company. “We 
can’t move into any other zone 
when child care can.”
 Councilman Richard Cline 
noted that despite safety con-
cerns, the school would not 
dramatically change the area, as 
there are other schools and child 
care operations near industrial 
companies in the M-2 district 
and in nearby East Palo Alto.
 “I think there’s a precedent 
with other child care programs 
there,” he said. “I don’t believe 
... [that] one child care facility is 
going to clean out the M-2 and 
scare away all the businesses.”

 Mr. Boyle didn’t agree: “I 
don’t know how we could have 
heard it anymore clearly from 
the business community that 
this would be a negative thing,” 
he said.  A

Post your news and views at 
www.AlmanacNews.com
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E A S T P A L O A L T O

M E N L O P A R K

Casa dei Bambini preschool is 
setting up a campus in East Menlo 
Park, at 1215 O’Brien Drive.

Emerson Learning--our inno-
vative approach to a classic 
education--brings out the 
extraordinary in every student.

• Superior Academic Preparation

• Emphasis on Thinking Skills &  Personal Values

• International Curriculum (Chinese, Spanish)

• Cultivation of Gifts & Talents

• Individualized Montessori Curriculum

• Year-Round, Full-Day Program

EMERSON
SCHOOL

Also:
Hacienda School-
Pleasanton

HeadsUp! Child
   Development Centers-
Palo Alto • San Jose • Pleasanton

www.headsup.org

James Briggs

Director
650-424-1267
jbriggs@headsup.org

2800 W. Bayshore Road
Palo Alto, CA 94303

Informational
Meetings

Feb. 15  - Thu.
Mar. 7  - Wed.

4:45PM; RSVP

Feb. 21 - Wed.
[kindergarten only, 650-424-1221]

Cultivating Astonishing Potential!

w w w . A l m a n a c N e w s . c o m

Y O U R  S O U R C E  F O R  
L O C A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

Meeting drags: Tax talk re-set for Feb. 13

Town Square: Where you are the reporter



For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me 
at gdarke@apr.com or call 462-1111,  Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free
market analysis of your property.

Multiple Offers Again?

Q. Dear Gloria,  Although we haven’t 
been looking for too long, we have been 
involved in two multiple offers already this 
year.  We wrote a good offer, over asking 
price with just an inspection contingency 
and didn’t get it.  What is going on in this 
market and what does it take to be the 
winning bid?   

— Olivia D. Menlo Park

A. Dear Olivia,  You are right about multi-
ple offers in this market;  however, not across 
the board but very selectively.  What is going 
on in this market is that many potential 
buyers sat last year out.  There was concern 
about rising interest rates, oil prices and the 
economy in general.  Now that we realize that 
interest rates are probably about as good as 
they will be and we’ve become accustomed 
to the price of oil.  The economy also looks 
good.  It has become clear that housing prices 
are not going down so trying to “time the 
market” is a futile endeavor.

If you are involved in multiple offers the 
reality is that you will not be the prevailing 
bid with a contingency.  No one wants to 
tell you that because agents don't want to 
deny you of your right to have an inspection.  
However, all good agents will have a presale 
inspection report available and you can ask 
that inspector to come back to the property 
with you and explain any of the issues which 
are of concern.  All buyers will also have been 
preapproved for a loan so there should be 
no need to put a loan contingency period in 
your offer .  Another attractive feature of the 
offer is a fast close.  We had multiple offers 
on a house in downtown Palo Alto last week 
and it closed two days later!  No question 
about who the seller wanted to work with!  
The offers were also all substantially above 
asking price.  You will have to work with your 
agent to find the price that is reasonable for 
you and that might have a chance of being 
accepted.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke
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 Sandra (Sandy) Ferrando of 
Atherton was presented with 
the Beth Kuechler Award  by 
the Peninsula Volunteers on 
Feb. 2 at the Menlo Circus 
Club in Atherton.
 The Beth Kuechler Award is 
given periodically to a mem-
ber for her “years of continu-
ous service who has shown 
extraordinary dedication to 
the mission of the Peninsula 
Volunteers.”
 The presentation was made 
by Ms. Kuechler’s son, Henry 
Kuechler. Ms. Kuechler was 
one of the founders of Penin-
sula Volunteers in 1947 and 
served as its first president.
 Ms. Ferrando has been a 
member of the Peninsula 
Volunteers for 37 years and 
“chairman for just about 

everything.” She has headed 
committees for “lots of par-
ties, worked at Turn-About, 

done runway shows. We were 
the girls of all seasons,” she 
recalls.
 Peninsula Volunteers con-
tinues to keep her busy. She 
and Nancy Greenbach will 
co-chair the organization’s 
Diamond Jubilee gala to be 
held in November.
 Ms. Ferrando is also a found-
ing member of the Peninsula 
Children’s Center Charter 
Auxiliary, and a past president 
of the Atherton Dames. She is 
heading the Dames’ campaign 
for a new entrance to Hol-
brook-Palmer Park.
 Ms. Ferrando and her hus-
band, Joe, have lived in the 
same house in Atherton for 
37 years and are the parents 
of three daughters and five 
grandchildren.

Sandra Ferrando honored by PVs

Sandra Ferrando receives 
award for her 37 years of 
services to Peninsula Volunteers.

PEOPLE

Local girls win dance pageant titles
 Two students from Menlo 
Park’s Academy of Dance took 
home top awards from the 
Dance Masters of Northern 
California 2007 Pageant and 
they have the tiaras to prove it.
 Jessica Fry, 10, of Atherton 
was named Petite Miss Dance 
of Northern California. Angel-
ica Hardison, 11, of Redwood 
City was named Junior Miss 
Dance of Northern California. 
They were crowned Jan. 27 at 
the Santa Clara Convention 
Center.
 The girls will compete for 
national titles at the Dance Mas-
ters of America Pageant in New 
York City in July.
 Both Jessica and Angelica have 
studied dance since they were 4 
years old. Angelica takes ballet, 
pointe, lyrical (free movement) 
and jazz, and dances “seven days 
a week,” says her mother, Cath-
erine Hardison.
 Jessica studies ballet, lyrical 
and jazz. She isn’t quite old 
enough for pointe (toe dancing), 
says Sylvia Duncan, co-owner 

of the Academy of Dance with 
Sarah Measnor. The women 
took over the dance academy, 
which has trained local girls for 
40 years, two years ago from 

Roseann Saylor.
 Both Jessica and Angelica are 
students of Academy of Dance 
teacher Leyla Boissonnade of 
Menlo Park.

Jessica Fry, left, Petite Miss Dance of Northern California, and 
Angelica Hardison, Junior Miss Dance of Northern California, are 
shown with their teacher, Leyla Boissonnade.

Prosecution may be ahead for 
a bicyclist who threw a wa-
ter bottle that bounced off a 
car and into the face of Nancy 
Baglietto, 62, who was on a 
Nov. 16 morning walk with 
friends along Portola Road. 
  Detectives from the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office have for-
warded a report to the District 
Attorney’s Office for a decision 
on whether to prosecute, said Lt. 
Ken Jones of the Sheriff’s Office.|
  The report recommends charg-
ing bicyclist William Gordon 
Innes, 35, of Menlo Park with 
battery and throwing substanc-
es at a vehicle, Lt. Jones said. 

  The force of the blow knocked 
Ms. Baglietto down and she hit 
her head on the path, she said. 
Her injuries included a black-
and-blue area on her face, a 
chipped tooth, a loose tooth and 
lost time at work. For a couple 
of days, she said she had to eat 
with a straw. 

 Mr. Innes kept going after 
the incident but called later 
to apologize, she said. Some 
cyclists in the “morning ride” 
group stopped — after Ms. 
Baglietto’s friend hailed them, 
she said. One cyclist rode to the 
nearby fire station to report the 
incident. 

Bottle-throwing cyclist may be prosecuted

I Time to make
your business

grow?
Advertising in the Almanac can help
you reach your potential customers.
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involved with the Redwood City-
based Matteson Companies.
 The Matteson Companies com-
prises a group of affiliated entities 
involved in real estate investment, 
development and management, 
according to its Web site.
 The Matteson Companies’ 
list of commercial properties 
includes 75 Willow Road, a 
commercial site that is set to be 
converted to residential, with 33 
detached single-family homes. 
The residential project was given 
the green light in late November 
in a controversial decision by the 
lame-duck council.
 In addition to $750 contribu-
tions made by Duncan Matteson 

and Duncan Matteson Jr., $750 
contributions came from James 
Blake, a vice president of Mat-
teson Property Management, 
and John A. Baer Consulting. 
Mr. Baer is senior vice president 
of development for the Matte-
son Companies. Another $1,000 
came from Matteson Real Estate 
Equities, and $500 from 900 San-
ta Cruz, a Matteson property.
 Another $750 each came from 
75 Willow Road and Menlo Park 
Office Center, also Matteson 
properties.

Money raised.
 Ms. Winkler and Mr. Robinson 
also spent more than they raised. 
Ms. Winkler raised $41,459; Mr. 
Robinson, $37,844.
 Ms. Duboc raised $53,023, 

including a $16,580 loan she made 
to herself. Mr. Cline raised $24,449, 
and Mr. Bressler, $17,270.
 All six candidates received 
$2,000 contributions from 
developer David Bohannon.

Committee contributions
 Two “general purpose” com-
mittees submitted spending 
statements.
 Menlo Park on Track contrib-
uted $1,065 each to Mr. Robin-
son and Mr. Cline; and $1,890 
to Mr. Bressler. It raised $10,535, 
and spent $7,272.
 Menlo Park Matters contributed 
$7,000 each to Ms. Winkler and 
Ms. Duboc, and a separate $4,476 
to the Duboc/Winkler effort.

MP contracts will boost
pension benefit 35%
■ New labor deal still 
good for city’s long-term 
financial health, say 
council members.
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

The Menlo Park City Coun-
cil is set to approve new 
labor contracts this week 

that will minimize short-term 
costs, but will likely devote — by 
2009 and later — a hefty portion 
of the city’s new utility tax rev-
enue toward increased retirement 
benefits for city employees.
  Two new labor contracts with 
local unions and pay raises for top 
management are listed as consent 
calendar items for the council’s 
Feb. 13 meeting, meaning the new 
labor deals could be approved with 
one vote, without council discus-
sion. The meeting is scheduled to 
start at 7 p.m. in the council cham-
bers at the Civic Center, between 
Laurel and Alma streets.
 If the contracts are approved, 
employee pensions would rise 35 
percent starting in March 2009, but 
Mayor Kelly Fergusson said the city 
won several concessions. Among 
them: minimal salary increases 
for the city’s non-safety employees 
(except for executive management 
posts); and a delay in the start of the 
higher pension benefit until 2009.
 “This is a very cost-effective salary 
and benefit package,” Mayor Fergus-
son said. “Now we’ll be able to move 
on to other priorities for the city.” 
 Under the new contracts, the 
salaries for 193 non-safety workers 
will stay at their current levels this 
year, and then increase 1 percent in 
2008 and 2 percent in 2009.
 But starting in March 2009, the 
city will increase employees’ pension 
levels from a “2 percent at 55” plan to 
a “2.7 percent at 55” system.
 The new plan would allow a city 
employee to retire at age 55 with 
2.7 percent of his or her top salary 
annually for every year of service. 
For example, an employee with 30 
years of service could retire at age 
55 and receive 81 percent (30 years 
x 2.7 percent) of his or her highest 
salary annually for life.

Win-win?
 Council members said approving 
higher pension levels wasn’t easy, 
but noted the contract will still limit 
long-term costs because it does not 
call for large salary increases.
 “This is as close to a win-win 
deal as we could get,” said Coun-
cilman John Boyle. “Going to 
a 2.7 [percent] rate was a major 
concession and a difficult decision. 
… We could have played hardball 
and said ‘no,’ but in the long-term, 
it was going to happen anyway.”

 Nearby cities, such as Red-
wood City and Palo Alto, have 
increased their respective pen-
sion levels to “2.7 percent at 
55” plans. Council members 
decided that in order for Menlo 
Park to attract and retain work-
ers, the city must follow suit.
 If the contracts are approved, 
the city will pay an additional 
$426,000 in labor costs in the fis-
cal year that starts July 2007, and 
an additional $1.32 million by the 
fiscal year that starts July 2008.
 In addition to voting on the con-
tracts at the Feb. 13 meeting, the 
council will also consider a pay raise 
up to 4 percent for the city’s depart-
ment heads, retroactive to Jan. 7.
 Top management, except for 
City Manager David Boesch, 
who is leaving the city on Feb. 20, 
would also receive “2.7 percent at 
55” pension plans, said Personnel 
Director Glen Kramer.
 If the contracts are approved, 
employees’ contributions to their 
pension plans would increase from 7 
percent to 8 percent of their salaries.
 But the city’s contribution to 
the pensions would jump from 
around 10 percent of the payroll 
now, to an estimated 15 percent 
— a 50 percent increase.

Utility tax
 Councilman Richard Cline said 
he anticipates some residents will 
be upset that the council approv-
ing the pension benefits less than 
two months before residents and 
business will be hit with the new 
utility tax on April 1. 
 But he affirmed that the con-
tracts are fair, and the city has 
to provide competitive benefits 
to attract workers.
 “There’s no doubt that [the 
council] will get some pretty 
heavy scrutiny on this,” Mr. Cline 
said. “But we entered into failed 
negotiations as a new council, and 
we were able to repair the rela-
tionship with a lot of the workers. 
... This isn’t a trade-off between 
a tax and employee costs — you 
need employees to run a city.”
 Before the new council took 
office, city officials and union 
negotiators held 11 bargaining 
sessions. Mr. Boesch declared an 
impasse in November and called 
in a mediator.
 Mayor Fergusson said the city 
will be more likely to attract 
quality candidates to replace the 
outgoing city manager once the 
employee contracts are finalized.
 The unions that represent the 
city’s non-safety employees — the 
Service Employees International 
Union Local 715, and the American 
Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees Local 829 — 
have signed off on the contracts. A

The Almanac/David Boyce

Future site of another Roberts market?
Standing water adds to the abandoned look of the former John’s Valley Foods in Portola Valley in this 
file photo from November. George Roberts, owner of Roberts market in Woodside, said he is close to 
opening a store there. See story on Page 5.

Derry developers spent $182,000 
fighting MP referendum effort
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

The O’Brien Group, the 
developer behind the 
‘Derry’ condo-commercial 

project planned for Menlo Park, 
has spent $182,404 countering 
efforts by a residents’ group to 
halt the project, according to the 
latest campaign finance reports.
 The residents’ group, Men-
lo Park Tomorrow, reported 
spending less than one-tenth of 
that — $16,619.
 “It’s scary to think about the 
amount of money [the O’Brien 
Group] is putting into this,” said 
Morris Brown who lead a suc-
cessful referendum campaign 

against the Derry project last 
October.
 Jim Pollart, spokesperson for 
the O’Brien Group, did not return 
the Almanac’s phone calls.
 The two parties are currently 
in negotiations to reach a new, 
compromise project. Mr. Brown 
and the project opponents say 
the original Derry project — 
approved by the City Coun-
cil last September — includes 
plans for too many homes per 
acre, and will cause significant 
impacts on traffic and schools.
 Although the negotiations are 
being held behind closed doors, 
Mayor Kelly Fergusson said 
“it’s [her] understanding the 

parties are seeking professional 
mediation.”
 If the two parties are unable to 
reach a compromise, the project 
will likely go to the voters.
 “[Opponents of the project] 
are worried about what we may 
be up against if [the project] 
goes to a vote,” Mr. Brown said. 
“The fact the developer can eas-
ily outspend us by 10 to one, or 
something, is scary.”
 The project includes plans for 
135 condominiums and 22,525 
square feet of commercial space 
on a 3.4-acre site off Oak Grove 
Avenue, near El Camino Real.
 The finance reports track 
expenditures through Dec. 31. A

SPENDING
continued from page 5

Continued on page 23
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4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

Woodside’s Tori Anthony sets
national pole vaulting record
By Keith Peters
Palo Alto Weekly

It was only two weeks ago 
that Castilleja senior Tori 
Anthony of Woodside said 

she “definitely wanted to get 
the national record” in the girls’ 
indoor pole vault. Well, Anthony 
got her wish.
 Anthony, a former gymnast 
who spent last fall playing goalie 
for the Castilleja water polo 
team, can now add national 
record-holder to her resume 
when she heads off to UCLA 
next fall.
 Anthony became the No. 1 
high school girls’ pole vaulter of 
all-time, indoors or out, when 
she cleared 14 feet, 2 1/2 inches 
on Saturday during the Husky 
Classic indoor track and field 
meet in Seattle, Wash.
 Anthony came into the meet 
with a personal best of 14-0 at 
the USATF National Pole Vault 
Summit in Reno, Nev. That tied 
her for No. 3 on the all-time 
list (indoors or out). That mark 
also equaled the No. 2 all-time 
indoor mark.

 Anthony took aim at the all-
time mark of 14-2, set by Mary 
Saxer of Lancaster, N.Y., in 2005, 

and surpassed Saxer with her 
10th vault after passing at two 
heights. Anthony also surpassed 
the national outdoor record 
of 14-0, set by Tiffany Masku-
linski (Iroquois High, Elma, 
N.Y.) in 2005.
 Anthony started at 12-6, 
cleared 12-11 3/4 on her second 
try, made 13-1 3/4, 13-3 3/4 and 
13-5 3/4 all on first attempts. 
She passed at 13-7 3/4 and 
cleared 13-9 3/4 on her first 
try. After passing at 13-11 3/4, 
she made 14-2 1/2 on her final 
attempt. She then missed three 
times at 14-3 1/2.
 Anthony will continue her 
assault on the record book at the 
USATF National Indoor Champi-
onships in Boston in two weeks. 
After that will be the National 
Scholastic High School Indoor 
Championships in New York. A

See Almanac cover story, “Reach-
ing for the sky: Woodside teen 
is international pole vault com-
petitor” in the July 19, 2006, print 
edition. Search Google for: Tori 
Anthony Almanac

File photo by Barbara Wood

Tori Anthony is now the No. 1 
high school girls’ pole vaulter of 
all-time. She is shown competing 
in the June 2006 Junior National 
track and field championships.

By Keith Peters
Palo Alto Weekly

It didn’t take long for the 
Woodside Priory boys’ basket-
ball team to make history by 

winning its first Private Schools 
Athletic League championship.
 The Panthers (14-0, 21-3) 
jumped out to a 22-4 first-quarter 
lead and coasted from there while 
posting a 70-55 win over visiting 
Redwood Christian on Feb. 8 
night in Portola Valley. It was the 
team’s 15th-straight victory.
 Priory’s 7-foot-1 junior center 
Greg Somogyi continued his 
season-long improvement with 
a team-high 19 points plus six 
blocks. Greg’s older brother, 6-4 

George, added 13 points while 
sophomore guards Nate Feldman 
and Kyle Berka combined for 18 
points and four three-pointers.
 Senior Reggie Willhite, the 
team’s leading scorer, settled 
for eight points but added seven 
assists and four blocks.
 “It was real good team balance 
tonight where our guys kept find-
ing the open man,” said Woodside 
Priory coach Al Klein.
 Priory has two games remain-
ing before heading into the 
Central Coast Section playoffs 
as the prohibitive favorite to win 

its first-ever Division V crown.
 Sacred Heart Prep (10-3, 13-8), 
meanwhile, finally ran out of time 
in its chasing of Woodside Priory, 
which twice beat the Gators 
this season. The Gators had to 
overcome yet another slow start, 
scoring just four points in the 
first quarter, and didn’t take the 
lead until the fourth quarter while 
defeating host Pinewood, 44-39.
 Sacred Heart Prep finally 
grabbed the lead when senior 
Mike McMahon hit a three-
pointer early in the final period. 
McMahon finished with a team-
high 15 points to go with four 
steals. Greg Casciaro pulled 
down nine rebounds. A

Woodside Priory boys win PSAL hoop title

New site this year for Portola Valley Town Picnic 
 The Portola Valley Town Pic-
nic, a June tradition and family 
event, most likely will move to 
a new venue this year — Corte 
Madera School — because of 
ongoing construction at Town 
Center. 
 Carolyn Rodgers, chair of 
the town’s Community Events 
Committee, made the request 
to use the school facilities for 
the June 9 picnic to the Portola 
Valley School Board at its Feb. 
7 meeting.
 Trustees responded favorably, 

but can’t take action until the 
request is put on the agenda for 
their March 7 meeting.
 The committee is arranging 
for off-site parking to augment 
parking at the school, and assures 
trustees the site will be cleared 
and ready for school on Monday.
 The tentative schedule begins 
with the “Zotts to Totts” run at 
10 a.m. from Alpine Inn to Corte 
Madera School. The picnic from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. includes games 
for children, activities such as 
fishing for prizes, a dunk tank, 

and face-painting; and simple 
food — burgers, soft drinks, and 
salad — usually sold by the Boy 
Scouts or provided by a vendor.

  ■ SPORTS

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING OF FEBRUARY 26, 2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Menlo Park, 
California, is scheduled to review the following items: 

The following items require a Notice of Public Meeting or Public Hearing:

Use Permit and Variance/Jordan S. Gruber/205 Pope Street:  Request for a use permit 
to construct ground-floor and second-story additions to an existing single-family, single-story 
residence on a substandard lot in regard to lot width, and for excavation within a required side 
setback for a light wells associated with a basement in the R-1-U (Single Family Urban) zoning 
district. The proposed work includes the demolition of an existing detached garage with Pope 
Street access and the construction of a new detached garage with alley access.  In addition, 
a request for a variance to encroach one foot, nine inches into a required side yard setback.

Use Permit/Carl Hesse/129 Pope Street:  Request for a use permit to demolish an existing 
single-story, single-family residence and construct a new two-story, single-family residence on 
a substandard lot with regard to lot width in the R-1-U (Single-Family Urban) zoning district, 
and for excavation into a required side yard setback for a light well and egress associated 
with a basement.

Architectural Control and Sign Review/Jeffrey’s Hamburgers/888 El Camino Real:
Request for architectural control to remodel the exterior of a commercial building and for sign 
review of new signs containing the color red for property located in the C-4 (ECR) (General 
Commercial - Applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing on these items in the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 
Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on Monday, February 26, 2007, 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible 
thereafter, at which time and place interested persons may appear and be heard thereon.  If 
you challenge these items in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public on weekdays between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, with alternate Fridays closed, at the Department of Community Development, 701 
Laurel Street, Menlo Park.  Please note that the items listed are only the agenda items that 
require a public hearing.  Please call the Planning Division if there are any questions and/or 
for complete agenda information (650) 330-6702.

DATED: February 8, 2007   Deanna Chow, Senior Planner
PUBLISHED: February 14, 2007   Menlo Park Planning Commission

Visit our Web site for Planning Commission public hearing, agenda, and staff report infor-
mation: www.menlopark.org

Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on February 14, 2007.

First Baptist Church

Of Menlo Park

“A small Church with a big HEART”

Worship celebration 11:00 Sunday

Sunday School and Bible Study 9:30

Sound Biblical Teaching, Drama, Music, Retreats

Children’s Ministry, Home of New Beginnings Preschool

(650) 323 8544

1100 Middle Ave@Arbor (near Safeway)

www.firstbaptist.com

To include your Church in
Inspirations  

Please call
 Blanca Yoc at 650-326-8210 ext. 221 

or e-mail byoc@paweekly.com

Tools are targets in Woodside burglaries 

 The Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution will install 
five new members and honor 
winners in their history essay 

contest on Feb. 19 at Ming’s 
Restaurant in Palo Alto.
 The new members are Cath-
erine Baumann, Nancy Collins, 

Catha Hall, Gayle Quadt and 
Judy Chun. The essay winners, 
all students at the Challenger 
School in Palo Alto, are: Max 
Goumas, Brienne Ghafourifar, 
Miranda Lowe and Kevin Ji.

 Padlocks are no barrier to 
thieves with adequate time and an 
acetylene torch, as has been shown 
recently at a home construction 
site on Albion Road in Woodside. 
 Twice — on Dec. 18 and Jan. 29 
— padlocks on the main gate and 
the tool storage trailer were cut 
with a torch and tools stolen, the 

second time to the tune of $12,300, 
said Lt. Ken Jones of the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
 Portable drills, a router, saws, 
nail guns and tool belts were part 
of the haul taken from a trailer 
situated so that the door was not 
visible to the street, Lt. Jones said. 
 Construction sites and tools 

have been burglary targets in 
Woodside. In 2006, of the 26 
Woodside burglaries reported in 
the Almanac, nine cases, 35 per-
cent, involved theft of tools. The 
trend appears to be continuing 
in 2007: as of Feb. 9, tools were 
stolen in two of the four Wood-
side burglaries this year. 

By David Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The relaxed pace of a Satur-
day morning in suburban 
west Menlo Park took on 

a harder edge at around 10 a.m. 
Feb. 3. near the Starbucks coffee 
shop at the corner of Avy Avenue 
and Alameda de las Pulgas. 
 A man in a white 2002 Mustang 
without license plates heading 
east on Avy passed a Menlo Park 
police car heading the other way. 
When the officer made a U-turn 
with the intention of citing the 
driver, the Mustang sped off in a 
cloud of dust, said Nicole Acker, 
spokeswoman for the Menlo 
Park Police Department. 
 Bystanders and pedestrians near 
Starbucks told the officer which 
way the driver went, Ms. Acker 
said. The driver apparently headed 

into the University Heights neigh-
borhood because the officer lost 
contact with the Mustang until it 
emerged from Palo Alto Avenue 
onto Santa Cruz Avenue, she said. 
 With patrol cars stationed near-
by to block the way, the driver, 
Luis Herrera, 19, of Redwood 
City, stopped and gave up without 
a fight, police said. Mr. Herrera 
was arrested and booked into San 
Mateo County jail on charges that 
included evading a police officer 
by reckless driving. 
 One resident of Oak Hollow 
Way told the Almanac that she 
was returning home at the time 
of the arrest and saw nine patrol 
cars and a K-9 unit on Santa Cruz 
Avenue. Officers were out of their 
cars with their hands on their 
holsters, she said. 
 It was “a high-risk vehicle stop,” 
Ms. Acker said.   A

DAR installs new members on Feb. 19

He went thataway: Cops 
corner driver after chase
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L U C I L E  P A C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L

PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM
This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program 
promotes healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their 
families. More than 80% of children achieve long-term weight loss through 
this program – and parents lose weight too! The new session starts soon, so 
call (650) 725-4424 to pre-register. Spaces are limited. 

INFANT MASSAGE
Learn the techniques of infant massage to relax and soothe a baby, to relieve the 
temporary discomforts of gas and soreness of vaccination sites, and to stimulate 
a baby as he or she grows into an active child. 

- Thursdays, March 8 – 29

SIBLING PREPARATION
Designed for children two years of age and older, this class prepares siblings 
for the emotional and physical realities of the arrival of a newborn.

- Saturday, March 17

NEW FAMILY PROGRAM
This program features a selection of support groups designed to help 
families throughout the first nine months after birth, offering something for 
everyone. Enrollment includes participation in Mother-Baby Mornings, Dads’ 
Nights and Working Mothers’ Groups. 

- Ongoing Weekly and Monthly Sessions 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes and seminars designed

to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more 
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

L U C I L E  P A C K A R D  C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I T A L

General Admission  $7.00 
Kids 13 and younger Free

�  All  Under One Roof �
‘Its’ for the entire Family-Featuring….. .  

�  Shop for NEW & Hard to find Products & Supplies 
�  Bring your Heirloom Quilts to be Appraised 
�  See over 300 Quilts & Cloth Dolls Exhibit 
�  Learn NEW SKILLS—with Make & Take Projects 
�  Take In 40+ FREE Seminars &  Fashion Shows 
     “ALL for the price of your admission” 

San Mateo Event Center
2495 So. Delaware St., San Mateo, CA

Friday-Saturday-Sunday 
10:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

February 16-17-18

Produced by PCM Expo, LLC 
1-800-472-6476 *  pcmg@juno.com    E 

www.pcmexpo.com

County joins program to get
guns away from abusers
 For the next two years, San 
Mateo County will partner with 
the California Department of 
Justice in a pilot program to get 
guns out of the hands of people 
under court restraining order in 
domestic violence cases.
 Guns held illegally by per-
petrators of domestic violence 
are often used in homicides of 
partners and children, statistics 
show. This is “an enormous 
danger,” said Supervisor Mark 
Church in a hearing Feb. 6 
“These guns present an enor-
mous threat to those who are 
abused and to law enforcement 
officers.”
 The Board of Supervisors 
approved a joint “Domestic Vio-

lence Firearms Compliance Pro-
gram” that will run into 2009. 
 The state will contribute 
$972,000 over two years to pay 
for a Justice Department special 
agent and crime analyst, and for 
a full-time San Mateo County 
sheriff ’s detective to work on the 
program. The county will con-
tribute approximately $387,000 
for a second sheriff ’s detective.
 While people under restrain-
ing orders for domestic violence 
are legally prohibited from own-
ing guns, these people are “least 
likely” to turn them over to the 
police, Supervisor Church said, 
during a hearing when several 
victims of domestic violence 
and their advocates spoke.

County OK’s higher antenna
at Alameda fire station
 As the use of cell phones soars, 
so too, it appears, does the need 
for cell phone companies to install 
more and higher antennas to 
transmit calls.
 On Feb. 6, a group of neighbors 
of the Menlo Park fire station at 
3322 Alameda de las Pulgas lost 
their bid to block the extension of a 
Cingular antenna atop the station 
from 59 feet eight inches to 71 feet.
 The county Board of Supervi-
sors voted unanimously to grant 
the permit for the higher antenna 
structure. This action reversed the 
Planning Commission, which had 
denied the permit approved by the 
zoning hearing officer almost a 
year ago.
 Supervisor Rich Gordon not-

ed wide support for better cell 
phone reception. “I’ve received 
70 e-mails requesting approval 
to improve service,” he said.
 Opponents, led by Josh Beck-
er, questioned the need for the 
higher tower; they argued it 
would hurt their view and affect 
property values. “The coverage 
is great” said Mr. Becker. “The 
tower we have is high enough.”
 Cingular representative Mike 
Mangiantini said the need is 
growing, and the number of 
dropped or blocked calls is rising. 
“We get 2,300 hits per day, and 
the number is growing,” he said.
 Mr. Mangiantini also cited 
appraisals that asserted that prop-
erty values would not be affected. 

County to ban smoking at parks and beaches
 Watch out, smokers. Starting in 
mid-March, San Mateo County 
won’t even let you enjoy that cigar 
or cigarette in any county park. 
Lighting up in Flood, Huddart 
or Wunderlich parks, or outside 
the Woodside Store, for example, 
could get you fined $100 the first 
time, $299 the second time, or 
$500 each time after that.
 On Feb. 6, the Board of Super-
visors introduced an ordinance 
banning smoking in all county 
beaches, parks and trails. The 
ordinance is to be adopted Feb. 

13, and takes effect in 30 days..
 Smoking is already illegal 
inside in any enclosed structure 
owned or leased by the county, 
and within 30 feet of any struc-
ture owned by the county.
 In addition to the health effects 
of second-hand smoke, supervi-
sors cited the threat of fire in 
the county’s vast forests, and the 
visual and polluting effects of lit-
ter in parks, on trails, and at the 
Fitzgerald Marine Preserve.
 “In beach cleanups, the num-
ber one source of litter is 

cigarette butts,” said Supervisor 
Rich Gordon. Instead of being a 
giant sand box, “our beaches are 
a huge ashtray.”

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com



By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

Ormondale Principal Eva 
Gal has decided to retire 
in June after guiding the 

Portola Valley elementary school 
for the past 20 years through 
reorganization, modernization 
and recognition as a California 
Distinguished School — four 
times.

 “It was a hard decision,” she 
said. “I love my job, the staff, 
children and community, but 
the time is right for a change.”
 She announced her decision 
— a surprise to many — at the 
Ormondale staff meeting Feb. 
8. 
 During the same meeting, 
master teacher Linda Vlasic, 
who has worked closely with 
Ms. Gal for many years, told 
colleagues she also will retire in 
June. 
 Ms. Vlasic has taught 35 
years in the district, beginning 
at Ormondale with a combina-
tion fourth- and fifth-grade 
class, moving to Corte Madera 
to teach sixth grade, and lead-
ing classes for gifted and tal-
ented students before return-
ing to Ormondale, where she 
settled in to teach third grade. 
She is recognized for her lead-
ership, energy and enthusiasm 
in bringing innovation to the 
classroom and district and 
developing grants for school 
-wide programs such as service 
learning .
 “Independently, Linda and I 
came to the conclusion it was 
time to retire,” said Ms. Gal.
 “Ormondale is at a point 
where it is positioned to move 
forward in the coming years “to 
meet the needs of students in 
the 21st century,” said Ms. Gal. 
“The teachers have done a lot of 
hard work this year” on initia-
tives to further “investigative 
learning.” 
 Teachers now use what Ms. 

Gal calls “a 
hybrid system,” 
c o m b i n i n g 
“best practic-
es” from more 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
content deliv-
ery with newer 
a p p r o a c h e s 
such as proj-
ect-based learning that reflects 
student interests and needs.
 Ms. Gal came to the Portola 
Valley district in 1985 as dean of 
students at Corte Madera before 
being appointed principal at 
Ormondale, then a K-5 school, 
two years later. Previously, she 
was a counselor and vice prin-
cipal of a middle school in Day 
City and taught high school in 
the East.
 “I have had the unique 
pleasure of working with a 
most extraordinary group of 
students, teachers, parents, 
and community members,” 
she said in her letter mailed to 
Ormondale parents. “We have 
shared a commitment to excel-
lence “ and “nothing but the 
highest level of teaching and 
learning sufficed.
 “I have always felt grateful to 
be in a community that allowed 
and encouraged the pursuit of 
excellence and provided the 
means to build schools that 
viewed teaching and learning as 
a total community endeavor,” 
she said.
 Reorganization of Ormondale 
10 years ago from a K-5 to a K-3 
school, Ms. Gal said, narrowed 
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Participants Wanted

for Stanford Study of a Natural Supplement 
That May Lower Blood Pressure

and Improve Cholesterol!

You may qualify if:
• Are between the ages of 35 and 70
• Systolic blood pressure of 123 or higher (if you do not know 
your blood pressure, you may still be eligible)

No Monetary Compensation
Receive Free Health Screening
for Diabetes and Heart Disease

For more information or to sign up, please go to our website: 
http://pop.stanford.edu or call: (650) 725-9293

STOP THE PAIN!

Hablamos Español

AWENDERAWENDER
CHIROPRACTIC OFFICESCHIROPRACTIC OFFICES

$27.00
Chiropractic Exam,

X-Rays & Spinal Analysis.

$17 For a Friend*

*When accompanied by the first pa-
tient, the 2nd Patient will receive the 

same exam for JUST $17. Value up to 
$200. Included initial exam, consulta-
tion, and necessary ex-rays. Call for 

appointment and more details. Applies 
to new patients only. 

Expires 3/31/07.

Insurance Accepted

• Auto Accidents
• Back Pain
• Neck Pain

• Migraines/Headaches
• Leg/Arm Pain
• Numbness

Serving the San Francisco Bay Area Since 1961

REDWOOD CITY • 650-366-1273
2342 EL CAMINO REAL #100

www.drawender.com

Ormondale principal to retire

Eva Gal

■ Master teacher Linda Vlasic to retire, also.

See PRINCIPAL, next page
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Admit it,
you need therapy.

Check yourself in to Thermae for a half day to relax
and rejuvenate. We provide over 20 specialty treatments

in nine tranquil rooms with ample complimentary parking.
You’ll be amazed at how quickly you recover.

Call 650-833-3131 for an appointment.

SF Magazine’s Best of the Bay Area 103 Gilbert Ave. in Menlo Park    www.thermaespa.com

oin Harrell Remodeling and Hidden Villa and learn about green building in an informative   
workshop designed specifically for homeowners at Hidden Villa’s beautifully and sustainably  

maintained farm and wildlife preserve.

Topics will include:
• Costs associated with green building • Live more comfortably • Improve indoor air quality 
• Less maintenance • Improve durability • Good for the environment • How to prioritize choices

Harrell Remodeling, one of the greater Peninsula's premier 
remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and take you step 
by step through the design and construction process so you can go 
into your remodel confidently and intelligently. Your home is 
an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are by 
giving it your very best!

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it's your home.®

For more information or to pre-register for the workshop,
call (650) 230-2900. 
No credit cards accepted. 
Class fee is $20.00 if pre-registered, or $25.00 at the door. 

������� ���	
����

Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

Saturday, February 17, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Hidden Villa, 26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills, CA 94022

Green by Design:
A healthier, happier home.

"The presentation was very professional. Lots of great
information!" –Workshop Attendee

J

‘All About Green Remodeling’
topic of environmental forum
 “All About Green Remodel-
ing” is the title of an environ-
mental forum Tuesday, Feb. 13, 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Acterra, 3921 
E. Bayshore Blvd., in Palo Alto.
 People facing remodeling can 
get tips from three local archi-
tects and builders on how green 
design and construction can 
reduce energy and maintenance 
costs, and increase the comfort 
and health of a home. 
 Speakers are Gail Brownell 
of Sustainable Spaces; David 
Edwards of Earth Bound Con-
struction; and Susan Davis of 
Spectrum Fine Homes.
 Cost of the forum is $5 for 
Acterra members, and $10 for 
others.
For information call Ellen 
Wilkinson at 962-9876, ext. 306;  
or go to acterra.org.

Talk on reforming
the United Nations
 William H. Luers, president 
of the national United Nations 
Association, will speak on 
“Reform of the United Nations” 
on Thursday, Feb. 15, from 4:30 
to 6 p.m., at the Bechtel Confer-
ence Center in Encina Hall, 232 
Serra St., at Stanford.
  The free public lecture at 
the Freeman Spogli Institute 
for International Studies is co-
sponsored by the World Affairs 
Council of Northern California 
and the United Nations Associa-
tion-Mid Peninsula Chapter.
 For information, visit the 
“Events” section at fsi.stanford.
edu.

  ■ BRIEFS

the age span of students and gave 
the opportunity to fully focus 
on the younger child and create 
a school that has the capacity 
to meet children’s needs in “a 
myriad of ways.”
 Ms. Gal has no specific plans 
for the next phase of her life 
as a retired educator. She will 
finish out the school year and 
do the planning to make the 
next school year at Ormondale 
successful.
 She looks forward to traveling 
and spending more time with 
family — husband, George Gal, 
a research scientist at Lockheed; 
daughter Andrea Gal, a teacher 
in Foster City; son Dr. Robert 
Gal of Long Island, New York; 
and her four “beautiful grand-
children,” ages 18 months to 8 
years.

Linda Vlasic
 “I love teaching,” said Ms. 
Vlasic, “but I think you have to 

make a decision when it’s time 
not to teach.”
 Ms. Vlasic said she has no 
specific plans for retirement. 
She intends to continue with 
volunteer work, take classes, 
spend more time with family 
and friends, and pursue options 
that she hasn’t been able to devote 
time to during her career. She 
and her husband, Tom Vlasic, 
deputy town planner for Portola 
Valley, are parents of Jennifer and 
Eric Vlasic, now adults pursuing 
careers.
 Superintendent Anne Camp-
bell said she finds herself pleased 
for the two “models and men-
tors” as they embark upon new 
life adventures, but sad when 
she contemplates Ormondale 
without their expertise and 
exuberance.
 “Although I find myself wish-
ing we could just clone them, 
we can’t, so we will begin our 
principal search immediately 
to find the best match for 
Ormondale, said Superinten-
dent Campbell. A

PRINCIPAL
continued from previous page
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WHERE THERE’S

IS THERE

Bob Blach, an inspector 
with the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District, shines 
his flashlight along the 
exposed ceiling of a West 

Atherton home under construction. 
He’s following the path of the water 
pipes that feed the fire-suppression 
sprinklers snaking through a house of 
palatial proportions. 
 A couple of contractors, 
attempting to appear non-
chalant, are waiting to find 
out if the project will pass the 
inspection. They are under-
standably anxious — con-
struction has been held up 
three months because the 
nearby fire hydrant didn’t 
provide enough water flow 
to protect the almost 12,000 
square-foot house and its out 
buildings. 
 Fifteen hundred feet of 
new water line and $200,000 later, the 
water flow has gone from an unac-
ceptable 900 gallons per minute to the 
minimum requirement of 1,500 gal-
lons per minute, but the house is still 
months away from completion.
 Next door, construction on an 
equally big house is nearly done. 
Work on both houses started at the 
same time, the contractor says. The 
difference is that no one required the 
builders of the house next door to do 
anything about water flow from the 
fire hydrant, he says.
 The house months from completion 
had its plans reviewed by the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District. The house 
that’s nearly done did not. Both houses 
are served by the same hydrant. 
 “The fire district did deny the permit 
for (the house) and the (Atherton) 
building department had approved 

it,” says Fire Chief Harold Schapelhou-
man. “There’s no way in the world that 
project had adequate water flow for 
what we needed to have.”
 This type of discrepancy forms the 
crux of the concerns expressed in last 
week’s report from the San Mateo 
County Civil Grand Jury about Ather-
ton’s building department. The interim 
report calls for immediate action to rem-

edy health and safety issues in the town’s 
residential construction projects, stem-
ming from the building department’s 
management problems under former 
building official Mike Hood.
 “I am very concerned for both the 
safety of residents of the town of 
Atherton and our firefighters,” said 
Chief Schapelhouman.
 While fire officials are alarmed, 
some Atherton officials are hot under 
the collar over the report and the fire 
district’s reaction.
 Mayor Alan Carlson said he didn’t 
think the situation is serious at all.
 Just because the fire district didn’t 
review all the building plans that 
came through the Atherton Building 
Department doesn’t mean that the 
projects weren’t reviewed for health 
and safety issues by the town’s own 
building department, he says.

  “That’s what’s irritating — the 
implication that fire hazards were built 
in Atherton, and that’s absolutely not 
the case,” Mr. Carlson says.

Building department saga

 Atherton’s small but busy building 
department has been under heavy 
scrutiny for the past year, and not 

just from the civil grand 
jury. A private investigator 
conducted an eight-month 
personnel investigation, 
and the town’s f inance 
department conducted a 
three-phase audit of the 
bui lding department’s 
procedures and practices, 
including a review of per-
mits issued and project 
records. Some permits were 
issued improperly and some 
projects violated the town’s 

municipal code, according to the 
audit’s findings.
  In the midst of all the scrutiny, 
longtime building official Mike Hood 
retired. 
 As a result, a number of reforms have 
been put in place or are in the process of 
being instituted in the building depart-
ment, at the direction of the Atherton 
City Council. The grand jury report 
supports the audit’s findings and the 
town’s reforms, but adds a new chapter 
to the building department saga — the 
possibility that fire safety standards 
were not met by some of the projects.

Doubts raised

 Because of the problems uncovered 
by the finance department’s audits, the 
civil grand jury concludes that “some 
projects in the town were not covered 

by the (audits) and may violate the 
health and safety standards in the 2001 
California Building Code and Health 
and Safety Code.”
 The key point raised in the report 
is that Atherton had no established 
procedure for having building plans 
reviewed by the fire protection dis-
trict. “The permit applicant had been 
responsible for submitting the plans 
to the (fire district),” the report says, 
referring to it as a “loophole in the 
permitting process.” 
 Of the list of open building permits 
in Atherton, fewer than half of the 
substantial construction and building 
alteration projects had been reviewed 
or approved by the fire district, the 
report says. The report says only 18 of 
81 new residences and 45 of 108 acces-
sory structures were submitted for 
district review.
 Building department officials say 
they are in the midst of conducting 
their own tally of the open permits.
 “I was most distressed to discover 
that many building plans were not 
given to the fire department and 
hence, did not get properly reviewed,” 
says Peter Carpenter, an Atherton resi-
dent and a member of the fire district’s 
elected board of directors.
 “Of the building plans that were not 
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The civil grand jury casts doubt 
on the safety of Atherton homes

By Andrea Gemmet Almanac Staff Writer

No one knows exactly how 
many building projects that 

would be, but estimates range 
from several hundred to more 
than a thousand building plans 

that the grand jury wants 
reviewed by April 1.

‘The implication (is) that 
fire hazards were built 
in Atherton, and that’s 

absolutely not the case.’
–ATHERTON MAYOR ALAN CARLSON

Photo by Bud Wendall
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reviewed, how many have problems?” he 
says. “There’s the possibility that of those 
plans that were not sent, they were put 
together by good architects and had all the 
features that are required, but you don’t 
know until you look.”
 A closer look is exactly what the grand 
jury is recommending — that the town go 
through all building plans submitted dur-
ing former building official Mike Hood’s 
11-year tenure, and send to the fire district 
all the projects that “were not reviewed for 
fire safety.”
 No one knows exactly how many build-
ing projects that would be, but estimates 
range from several hundred to more than 
a thousand building plans that the grand 
jury wants reviewed by April 1.
 Both Atherton and fire district officials 
questioned the feasibility of reviewing so 
many plans in such a short amount of time.
 City Manager Jim Robinson says Ather-
ton residents can be reassured that con-
struction projects were all reviewed for 
compliance with the California Building 
Code for life safety and other issues.
 The town began working more closely 
with fire district officials when Mike Cully 
came on board as the interim building offi-
cial in late fall.
 As of last week, all building plans sub-
mitted to the Atherton Building Depart-
ment were being sent to the fire district, 
according to the town’s new building 
official, Mike Wasmann. Until a formal 
agreement is made with the fire officials, 
some time in the near future, the town 
will leave it up to the district’s fire pre-
vention bureau to decide which plans to 
review, he says.

Atherton is different

 Of a survey of seven other communi-
ties in San Mateo County, including three 
comparable to Atherton in population and 

demographics, all of them required permit 
applications be approved by the fire depart-
ment before a building permit is issued, 
according to the grand jury report.
 While some communities, such as Men-
lo Park, exempt residential construction 
from fire department review, Atherton 
presents a fairly unique set of challenges.
 Atherton homes are on large lots, typically 
an acre or larger, and may be set back far 
from the road. Chief Schapelhouman said 
firefighters face three types of problems 
in Atherton: getting access to the home; 
proximity to fire hydrants; and having an 
adequate water supply.
 Entrance gates and long driveways may 
be too narrow to accommodate fire engines 
in some cases, Chief Schapelhouman says. 
Inadequate water flow is a problem com-
mon to many Atherton neighborhoods, 
and houses may be set back so far from the 
street that it takes three fire engines’ worth 
of hose line to reach from the hydrant to the 
building, he says.
 For the past several years, it’s become de 
rigueur to include a full basement under-
neath a new home. And of course, Ather-
ton homes are much larger than those of 
a typical suburban subdivision.
 “We have houses that, in some cases, 
are larger than commercial establish-
ments, and in some cases, may have 
almost as many people going through 
them,” says Councilwoman Kathy McK-
eithen. “You want firefighters to be safe. 
They can get lost in one of these big 
houses, they can get lost in the base-
ments. I sympathize with their con-
cerns.”
 While homeowners may enjoy the 
bonus square footage they get from base-
ments, firefighters generally have a less 
favorable view.
 “The worst situation we can face is to 
have a fire in a substructure level,” says 
Chief Schapelhouman, citing the danger 

of collapse and the possibility of inad-
equate exits.

Real dangers?

 Atherton’s former interim building offi-
cial, Mike Cully, says he does not know of 
any Atherton basements that lack exits or 
sprinklers, despite the allegations in the 
grand jury report. 
 “If they’re talking about existing struc-
tures, if they were legal when they were built, 
then they are still legal today. Any basements 
built today are in compliance with the Cali-

fornia Building Code,” he says.
 Mr. Cully stepped down as building 
official on Feb. 5, when Mr. Wasmann 
took over the job, and he is now filling Mr. 
Wasmann’s former post as senior building 

inspector, on an interim basis.
 In fact, town officials say they are only 
aware of one property that may have run 
afoul of the town’s two-year-old sprinkler 
ordinance, and that is for a guest cottage 
with a basement under it. Depending on 
how the square footage is calculated, the 
cottage could be considered large enough 
to trigger the sprinkler requirement, says 
City Attorney Marc Hynes.
 Atherton recently clarified its rules, 
and prohibits basements under accessory 
structures.
 “The houses in our town are safe, 
they’re not falling apart, and they’re not 
going to burst into f lames on their own,” 
says Mr. Cully.
 The grand jury report cites two proper-
ties that violate the Atherton municipal 
code and that appear to present health and 
safety violations. Apart from the prob-
lematic guest cottage, Mr. Hynes says he 
has no idea which properties the report is 
referring to.
 “The things that turned up were viola-
tions of the zoning code, and no one’s going 
to die from zoning code violations,” he 

Photos by Veronica Weber

Above: Menlo Park fire district inspector Bob Blach checks over the plans of an Atherton house that’s 
under construction, with two of the contractors on hand to answer questions. 

Left: Flashlight in hand, inspector Bob Blach follows the pipes of the fire-suppression sprinklers 
embedded in the ceiling of this Atherton home. 

See FIRE SAFETY, page 16

Grand jury recommendations
The San Mateo County civil grand jury recommends that the town of Atherton and its City Council:
■ Ask the fire district examine all current, substantial construction projects for potential health and 
safety violations.
■ Ask the fire district examine all projects “that were not reviewed for fire safety” constructed 
during the 11 years Mike Hood served as Atherton’s building official.
■ Publish the results of these examinations by April 1, 2007.
■ Adopt an ordinance defining when fire district approval of building construction plans is required 
before a permit may be issued.
■ Reconsider the fire sprinkler ordinance that exempts remodeling and other building alteration 
projects from the sprinkler ordinance and from fire district approval.
■ Continue to implement the reforms recommended in the audits of the Atherton Building Department.

To read the civil grand jury’s entire report on Atherton’s building department, go to SanMateoCourt.
org/grandjury and click on “Final reports” for 2006-2007.

‘I am very concerned 
for both the safety 
of residents... and 

our firefighters’
–FIRE CHIEF HAROLD SCHAPELHOUMAN

Photo by Kainaz Amaria



16 ■ The Almanac ■ February 14, 2007

CO
V
ER

 S
TO

R
Y

says, using the example of homes built 
bigger than they were supposed to be.

More questions

 At the moment, it appears unlikely 
that the Atherton City Council will 
fulfill the grand jury’s request for 11-
years-worth of building plans to be 
reviewed by the fire district.
 “I don’t know that we need to 
go back over Mike Hood’s entire 
record,” says Councilwoman McKei-
then. “How they’re going to do it by 
April 1 is beyond me.”
 Considering the state of the Build-
ing Department’s records, which are 
kept on an antiquated DOS system 
that dates back to 1985, Mr. Cully pre-
dicted that it would take a couple of IT 
guys at least a couple of weeks just to 
come up with all of the records.
 Even if the fire district’s busy, four-
man prevention bureau could review 
all of the plans in time, it raises still 
more questions. The district charges 
property owners several hundred dol-
lars to recover its costs for reviewing 
plans and doing inspections. 
 “On a normal day, we would charge a 
fee and offset our cost, but because these 
ships have already sailed, that’s not pos-
sible,” says Chief Schapelhouman. “We’re 
talking about a tremendous commit-
ment of personnel time, and obviously, 
of district funding for this endeavor.”
 The grand jury report does not 
indicate who would have to pay 
for the district’s retroactive plan 
reviews. And, it doesn’t indicate who 
would pay to fix any problems that 
might be found.
 “Who would pay for it, and what 
would you do about it? Unless you 
found life safety issues, people got 
permits, people relied on them, and 
vested their rights — there’s no way 
you could force them to do anything,” 
says Mr. Hynes, the city attorney. “I 
suppose if something was so poorly 
constructed that it’s at risk of collapse 
or risk of fire, you could go back (and 
force a remedy). But I haven’t seen any 
examples of that.”

Blindsided by report

 Just when Atherton officials had 
thought they’d heard almost every-
thing there was to hear about prob-
lems in the building department, out 
came last week’s grand jury report 
with its focus on fire safety.
 Mayor Carlson says he had absolute-
ly no idea where the concerns about 
fire safety originated. 
 “Did I see this issue coming? No,” he 
says. “We never had anyone come in 
and allege that a building did not meet 
health and safety and fire standards.”
 In fact, there’s a bit of finger-point-
ing over the whole issue of the fire dis-
trict’s involvement in reviewing plans. 
Mr. Carlson and Mr. Hynes maintain 
that the town was perfectly within 

its rights to bypass the fire district’s 
review of single-family homes and 
delegate that authority to Atherton’s 
building official.
 Mr. Hynes says that several years ago, 
the town offered fire district inspec-
tors a desk at the planning department 
where they could review plans, but 
that they declined. Rather than delay 
building plan reviews for several weeks 
by first sending them out to the fire 
district, the town conducted its own 
safety reviews, he says.
 Mr. Cully, who has a background 
as a fire inspector, says he met with 
Fire Marshal Jeff Aus in October to 
discuss the district’s concerns, and 
the topic of plan reviews never came 
up. It wasn’t until December that he 
discovered that Atherton didn’t have 
a formal procedure in place for get-
ting the fire district to sign off on 
appropriate projects. He says he then 
began drafting a procedure, which 
was completed Feb. 5, in order to 
keep the district in the loop.
 “The building official has tremen-
dous power and tremendous over-
sight, if he wants to work with us or 
if he doesn’t want to work with us,” 
says Chief Schapelhouman. “This may 
have been solved had we approached 
the council as was done with the 
sprinkler ordinance.”
 Mr. Carpenter, the fire district 
director, points to a bigger problem 
the fire district faces from all three of 
the towns it serves — Atherton, Menlo 
Park and East Palo Alto.
 “In my opinion, the three under-
lying jurisdictions have tended to 
view the fire department as not part 
of their team. The fire department 
is not routinely asked for input,” he 
says. “To some degree, I think that’s 
a very short-sighted, bureaucratic 
attitude.”

Going forward

 People with building projects 
shouldn’t be worried that their plan 
reviews are going to be delayed, now 
that Atherton is sending plans to the 
fire district, says Mr. Cully.
 Because of the Building Depart-
ment’s heavy workload, and the 
complexity of doing full structural 
reviews of building plans, the fire dis-
trict has a much shorter turnaround 
time for its plan reviews than the 
building department does, he says. 
Plans can get reviewed by the district 
and get back to the town in the same 
amount of time they would’ve been 
waiting in the queue for the town’s 
plan check, Mr. Cully says.
 Mr. Blach, the fire district’s inspec-
tor, says Menlo Park’s fire prevention 
bureau is very customer friendly.
 “In other places, you’d be waiting 
three months for review. We’re kick-
ing plans off in three weeks,” he says.
 And despite questions about who 
should have spoken up about fire 
safety plans, fire district and Ather-
ton officials interviewed by the 
Almanac for the story all say that 

they intend to work cooperatively 
from now on.
 “We have a new building official and 
a new fire chief, and I’m confident we 
can work together to resolve common 
issues relative to plan checking and 
review in the town of Atherton,” says 

City Manager Robinson.
 The town is making great strides 
in improving the building depart-
ment, but that doesn’t mean that 
there isn’t more to do, and that the 
fire district isn’t right about its con-
cerns, says Ms. McKeithen.  A

How other towns handle building plan reviews
The county civil grand jury’s report criticizes the Atherton Building Department for not hav-
ing a formal procedure in place for having building plans reviewed by the Menlo Park Fire 
Protection District. Other towns in the Almanac circulation area have these procedures:
■ Menlo Park: Multi-family and commercial projects are reviewed by the fire district, but 
single-family homes and remodeling projects are not.
■ Portola Valley: Fire marshal review is required of plans for both new construction 
and remodels to check for water supply and access, and an inspection is required before 
Architecture and Site Control Commission approval of a project.
■ Woodside: New construction over 1,000 square feet, major remodeling projects, 
driveways and gates are reviewed by the fire marshal. 

Atherton blindsided by 
concerns over fire safety

Fire sprinklers revisited
 Menlo Park firefighters have 
nothing bad to say about fire-sup-
pression sprinklers — they are a 
cheap and effective way to save lives 
and property.
 Critics turned up, however, when 
fire officials asked the three cities 
in their jurisdiction — Atherton, 
Menlo Park and East Palo Alto 
— to pass an ordinance requiring 
the installation of fire sprinkler 
systems.
 In September 2004, the Ather-
ton council approved a slightly 
watered-down version of the dis-
trict’s sprinkler ordinance that 
exempted remodeling and other 
“building alteration” projects.
 The ordinance passed by Atherton 
requires new buildings over of 1,000 
square feet or more to be equipped 
with fire-suppression sprinkler sys-
tems. Any new basement construc-
tion over 250 square feet requires 
sprinkler installation throughout 
the entire building, whether exist-
ing or new. 
 What Atherton’s ordinance does 
not include is a requirement for 
any remodeling projects over 2,500 
square feet to include sprinklers 
installed throughout the building. 
The majority of Atherton council 
members balked at requiring an 
existing house to be retrofitted 
with sprinklers just because an 

addition or remodeling project was 
taking place. 
 East Palo Alto and county offi-
cials passed ordinances that were 
as strict or stricter than what the 
fire district officials requested, 
but the Menlo Park City Council 
rejected it. 
 The fire district board can pass 
regulations on its own, but needs 
cities to adopt parallel ordinances 
in order for them to be enforced.
 Menlo Park fire inspector Bob 
Blach says that in Atherton, build-
ers spend more on a new front door 
than they will on sprinkler systems 
in new homes.
 “It adds 1 or 1-1/2 percent of the cost 
(of building). It’s nothing,” he says.
 The sprinklers are often the 
cheapest way to mitigate an inad-
equate water supply, and unlike 
what you see in the movies, only the 
sprinklers closest to the source of 
the fire will go off, Mr. Blach says.
 Atherton Mayor Alan Carlson 
defended the council’s decision, and 
said he was dismayed by the criti-
cism leveled at the town.
 “Like with anything, you have to 
balance interests,” he says. “We’re 
not going to compromise health and 
safety, but if you remodel, are we 
going to make you rip up your ceil-
ings to put sprinklers in? We chose 
not to do that.”

FIRE SAFETY
continued from page 15

Photos by Veronica Weber

Fire-suppression sprinklers, like the one fire inspector Bob Blach is holding, 
are required in new Atherton homes, but not in remodeling projects.



VISIBLE.
EFFICIENT.

COST EFFECTIVE.
CREDIBLE.

SAN CARLOS

195 El Camino Real 

North of Holly Street

591-4638

BURLINGAME

Broadway & Carolan 

One Block Off 101

342-0743

REDWOOD CITY 

909 Woodside Rd. 

Between Alameda & El Camino

306-1072

PALO ALTO

841 El Camino Real 

Just North of Embarcadero

324-2634

CAR WASH

NOW ONLY
$11

95

Plus

• Rainbow Triple Coat 

Conditioner

• Clear Coat Sealant

•Tire Dressing

• Wheel Cleaner

• Whitewall Cleaning

• Air Freshener

Cannot be combined • Expires  8/30/06  • With this coupon.

FULL SERVICE HAND WASH 

INTERIOR VACUUMEDSILVER SPECIAL

CAR WASH

NOW ONLY $11
95

Plus

• Rainbow Triple Coat 

Conditioner

• Clear Coat Sealant

•Tire Dressing

• Wheel Cleaner

• Whitewall Cleaning

• Air Freshener

Cannot be combined • Expires  8/30/06  • With this coupon.

FULL SERVICE HAND WASH 

INTERIOR VACUUMEDSILVER SPECIAL

CAR WASH

NOW ONLY $1495

Plus

• Rainbow Triple Coat Conditioner

• Clear Coat Sealant

• Tire Dressing

• Wheel Cleaner

• Whitewall Cleaning

• Air Freshener

• Floor Mat Shampoo

• Undercarriage Flush & Rust Inhibitor

Cannot be combined • Expires  8/30/06  • With this coupon.

FULL SERVICE HAND WASH 

INTERIOR VACUUMEDGOLD SPECIAL

Save
$500

Save
$500

Save
$600

CAR WASH

NOW ONLY $2195

Plus

• Rainbow Triple Coat Conditioner

• Clear Coat Sealant

• Tire Dressing

• Wheel Cleaner

• Whitewall Cleaning

• Air Freshener

• Interior Dressing

• Exterior Dressing

Cannot be combined • Expires  8/30/06  • With this coupon.

FULL SERVICE HAND WASH 

INTERIOR VACUUMED
PLATINUM SPECIAL

Save
$900

10/12/05

Back-to-School Swimming at Burgess Pool

EE
DMISSION!

ring this card to 

he pool and get in 

for free during any 

Open Swim time.

For Open Swim hours, check the 

calendar at www.menloswim.com

One coupon per patron, per visit.

Photocopies not accepted.

Your place for fitness, fun, and family in the heart of Menlo Park

Menlo Swim and Sport

501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA  94025

650-328-SWIM (7946)

Info and online registration

www.menloswim.com

Swim School   Extended hours after school and weekends, infants 

through pre-competitive kids plus adult and private lessons.

Aqua Fit   New classes and more options for morning, noon, and 

evening.  Three levels to choose from.

Kids Triathlon   Programs with 10-week fall, winter, and spring 

sessions to keep kids active and having fun outdoors.

Lap Swim   Continued all-day hours, seven days per week, both 

warm water and cool water pools.

Open Swim   Warm-water Baby Pool open all year, afternoon and 

weekend swimming for the whole family.

Masters Swim Team   Workouts every day for swimmers of every 

age and ability, with fun events for fall like the killer quad.

Masters Water Polo   Programs for women and men, weekly 

fundamentals workouts and scrimmages.

Youth Swim Team   Year-round team workouts.

Triathlon Teams   Adult training for all levels that include group 

workouts, seminars, winter base-building, race planning and more.

Family Owned/Operated Since 1985

REBHOLTZ MECHANICAL, INC.

INDOOR AIR QUALITY SPECIALISTS

650.368.3456     650.323.2419

DIFFERENCE EVERYWHERE... INCLUDING YOUR WALLET.

Save $50 on Duct Cleaning Service with Rebholtz Mechanical Inc.

751 WARRINGTON AVE., REDWOOD CITY

SALES - SERVICE -  REPAIR - INSTALLATION

www.rebholtz.com

Lic.#706791

improve your

indoor air quality today!

duct cleaning removes dirt, dust, mold, fungus, bacteria, dust mites, and anything else 

be hiding in your duct system. In addition to cleaning the ducts, the installation of a high 

ficiency filtration system can help prevent the ducts from becoming recontaminated.

Expiration Date: 10/30/06

650-368-3456 650-323-2419

duct cleaning removes dirt, dust, mold, fungus, bacteria, dust mites, and anything else 

be hiding in your duct system. In addition to cleaning the ducts and fi lters, the installation 

gh effi ciency fi ltration system can help prevent the ducts from becoming recontaminated. 
YOU CAN 

REACH MORE OF 
MENLO PARK, ATHERTON, 

PORTOLA VALLEY AND WOODSIDE
with your advertising message and save money on direct 

mail when you use The Almanac’s popular DETACH CARD.

WE DELIVER RESULTS.

GREAT VISIBILITY for a cost effective investment. EFFICIENT: 
You reach your market with the effi ciency of direct mail. Our detach 
card arrives without fail in each home every Wednesday at a fraction 
of direct mail costs. COST EFFECTIVE: You are using the most cost-
effective way to contact  Midpeninsula consumers. CREDIBLE: your 
message will be affi liated with the community credibility of The Almanac.

Our readers trust us. 

CALL 650-854-2626
Contact your advertising representative for more 

information and to secure your dates.

N E W S  O F  L O C A L  P E O P L E  A N D  E V E N T S  I N  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y
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Now it’s the Shoppe at Menloville
Gift shop and boutique on Valparaiso Avenue has a new name

The Almanac/Veronica Weber

Owner Lisa Lovazzano is shown in The Shoppe at Menloville’s new sunroom.

By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

Lisa Lovazzano, owner of 
the Shoppe at Menloville, 
is having a Valentine party 

and you’re all invited. From 2 to 
6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 14, there 
will be “an afternoon of treats, 
candies, desserts, a chocolate 
fountain, sparkling cider and 
champagne” at the shop at 1902 
Valparaiso Ave. in Menlo Park.
 Ms. Lovazzano is celebrating 
the re-opening of The Shoppe 
at Menloville, which has been 
closed for a couple of years.
 “I never really closed,” she 
says. “I’ve always been open by 
appointment for design work 
and ‘patioscaping.’” During the 
past few years, Ms. Lovazzano 
has also studied design at the 
Academy of Art in San Francis-
co. “I want to learn the technical 
aspects of design,” she says.
 Now her shop, which features 
everything from margarita mix 
to antique furniture, is open for 
regular hours from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
It’s closed Sunday. She’s in the 
store even earlier in the day, bak-
ing low-fat scones or cookies. She 
also serves coffee drinks and has 
installed a yogurt machine mak-
ing Honey Hills frozen yogurt. 
“It’s a little tart and has a more 
natural flavor,” she says.
 The Shoppe at Menloville is 
about more than food. It is an 
assortment of all kinds of wares. 

There is a pink electric fan paint-
ed with roses, belt buckles with 
lots of “bling,” silver bead charm 
necklaces, and picture slates made 
by “Virgins, Saints and Sinners,” a 
New Orleans firm. The slates were 
recovered from a roof destroyed 

by Hurricane Katrina. 
 Ms. Lovazanno says she also 
carries “architectural relics, 
antiques, home and garden 
accessories, T-shirts, and South-
western plants and planters.”
 “I like finding funky old 
things that are fun and provide 

2115 El Camino Real
Redwood City

650.365.0280

• TIRES • ALIGNMENTS 
• SHOCKS • BRAKES

“When you 

don’t  want 

just anybody 

working on 

your car!”

You’ll Be
Green With Energy

525 E. Bayshore Road, Redwood City

Vete rans Blvd.
W
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To The
Dumbarton

Bridge1.877.203.4381
w w w. t o y o t a 1 0 1 . c o m

- Prius Hybrid
- Highlander Hybrid

- Camry Hybrid

We’ve Changed The Way Toyotas Are Sold At TOYOTA 101

Mark Up! Commission

Prius Hybrid, 
Camry Hybrid &

Highlander Hybrid

Get Yours at...

  ■ BUSINESS

See MENLOVILLE, page 18
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THE STANFORD BARN
700 WELCH ROAD  SUITE 102
PALO ALTO, CA (650) 321-5994
Open: 11-6 Tue-Fri, Sat: 11-4:30

DARREN MCCLUNG
PRECIOUS JEWELRY

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED BEHIND ANDRONICO’S AND NORDSTROM

THE STANFORD BARN
700 WELCH ROAD SUITE 102
PALO ALTO (650) 321-5994

Open:  11–6  Tue-Fri. Sat:  11–4:30

‘Queen of Spades’ opens at West Bay Opera
 Tchaikovsky’s “The Queen of 
Spades,” an opera in three acts, 
will be performed by West Bay 
Opera for two weekends, open-
ing Friday, Feb. 16, at the Lucie 
Stern Theatre in Palo Alto.
 Directed by David F. Ostwald, 
the opera will be performed at 8 
p.m. Feb. 16, 17, 23 and 24; and 
2 p.m. on two Sundays, Feb. 18 
and 25.
 The opera tells the story of a 
penniless man in love with an aris-
tocratic woman. It will be sung in 

Russian, with English supertitles.
 The lead singers include Daniel 
Cardwell and Adam Flowers, alter-
nating as Gherman; John P. Mina-
gro and Igor Vieira, alternating as 
Count Tomsky; Jason Detwiler 
and Torlef Borsting, alternat-
ing as Prince Yeletsky; Elena 
Yakoubovsky and Alaine Rodin, 
alternating as Liza; and Raeeka 
Shehabi-Yaghmai and Kathleen 
Moss, alternating as Polina.
 Ernest Fredric Knell conducts 
the orchestra. The cast includes 

the children’s chorus, Cantabile 
Youth Singers.
 For ticket information and 
reservations, call the box office 
at 424-9999; or e-mail Box
Office@WBOpera.org.
 For more information, log on 
at wbopera.org.

The Almanac/Veronica Weber

These colorful clogs are among the wares available at the Shoppe at Menloville.

‘I like finding funky old things that are fun’

an unusual mix,” she says. She 
points to a ceramic cookie jar 
in the shape of a portly monk. 
“Thou shalt not steal” is printed 
on his cassock. “This costs $25. 
It makes people laugh.” Antiques 
range from a glittering sconce to 
a French wall clock.
  Ms. Lovazzano and her hus-

band, Bruce, are living in the 
apartment behind the shop while 
building a new home on their 
property in Portola Valley. It’s 
expected to take another year-
and-a-half before the Italian-
style farmhouse is completed.
 Menloville first opened in 
1999 as a boutique and grocery, 
replacing a “mom and pop” gro-
cery store that had been around 
since the 1930s. 

 The shop is still a work in 
progress. Ms. Lovazzano hopes 
her old customers will return, if 
only to see what’s new, or to stop 
by for coffee and a scone in her 
new sunroom addition. A

The Shoppe at Menloville is 
located at 1902 Valparaiso Ave. in 
Menlo Park. It is open 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
Call 324-2455.

MENLOVILLE
continued from page 17

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 20 YEARS

1411 Woodside Rd., Redwood City
(Across from Woodside Plaza)

(650) 365-6222

Spring has Sprung 
and we have

the colors
with over 4,000 sample 
colors to choose from!

Gourmet Italian Foods
OPEN 7 DAYS

Mon-Sat  8am-6pm •  Sun 8am-4pm
(650) 369-4235

1453 Woodside Road, Redwood City (across from Woodside Plaza)

WEEKLY SPECIALS

lb.

Huntsman
Cheddar &

Stilton

$1099

Exp. 2/20/07

Jarlsberg
Swiss

Exp. 2/20/07

Molinari Italian 
Sausages
Hot & Mild

$449$599
lb.

Exp. 2/20/07

lb. lb.

Court won’t revisit
Jackling house case
 The California Court of Appeal 
judges aren’t going to change 
their minds. After upholding a 
trial court’s decision to save the 
historic Jackling house from 
the wrecking ball, homeowner 
Steve Jobs, the CEO of Apple 
Inc., asked the appellate court to 
reconsider. On Feb. 7, the court 
declined to revisit its ruling. 
 Woodside officials granted 
Mr. Jobs a demolition permit for 
the huge 1920s-era mansion, but 
a group of historic preservations 
sued to stop it, saying the town 
violated the state environmental 
quality act. 
 Howard Ellman, Mr. Jobs’ 
attorney, did not respond to the 
Almanac’s request for comment 
by its press deadline.



 Little House members will cel-
ebrate Valentine’s Day on the fol-
lowing day — Thursday, Feb. 15 
— with a dinner dance. Dinner will 
be served at 5:30 p.m. Mike John-
son and the Sound Wizards will 
provide music for dancing from 7 
to 9 p.m. The cost of the dinner is 
$12 for members and $17 for oth-
ers. The cost for dancing is $7 per 
person. Little House is located at 
800 Middle Ave. in Menlo Park. For 
information, call 326-2925.

Hearts and flowers
luncheon Feb. 14
 Seniors are invited to attend 

the Valentine’s Day luncheon at 
the Menlo Park Senior Center at 
110 Terminal Ave. A traditional 
Louisiana meal of shrimp and 
sausage jambalaya will be served 
at noon. Cost is $5. For informa-
tion, call 330-2283.

Tax help for seniors
 AARP is again providing free 
tax assistance for low- and moder-
ate-income taxpayers, with special 
attention to those age 60 and 
older.

 The AARP volunteers are 
trained in cooperation with the 
IRS and provide one-on-one 
service for preparation of per-
sonal income tax returns. The 
service does not cover complex 
or business returns.
 The service is provided at 
most senior centers. To find the 
location of local service sites, 
call 1-888-227-7669 or go to 
www.aarp.org/taxaide.

Waste collection
on Presidents’ Day
 Allied Waste Services of San 
Mateo County will keep its regu-
lar collection schedule on the 
Presidents’ Day holiday, Monday, 
Feb. 19. There will be both waste 
and recycling collection.
 Customer service represen-
tatives will be available from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. by calling 
592-2411. The San Carlos trans-
fer station and Ox Mountain 
landfill will be closed for the 
holiday.

Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

Open: 
Tuesday – Friday  
9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

We offer 
Family haircuts, 

Hair colors, Perms, 
Wedding & Formal 

hair styles, Manicure 
& Pedicure, Facials, & 

Body treatments.
~ ~ ~

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

�

�
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Library donation to be disclosed Wednesday
 A donation to a new Portola 
Valley library, which will be built 
at the new Town Center, will be 
announced at the Town Council 
meeting Wednesday, Feb. 14, in 
the Historic Schoolhouse. The 
meeting starts at 8 p.m.
 The donation, in an amount not 
yet disclosed, is from the Friends 
of the Portola Valley Library.
 Last March, the Friends gave 
the town $40,000 in recognition 
of public funds spent in the sum-
mer of 2005 to move the old town 
library from the Town Center to 

Corte Madera Middle School. 
Employees refused to continue 
working at the old library after 
a structural engineering report 
found it to be seismically unsafe. 
 The town spent $120,000 to 
create a temporary library in 
two old Corte Madera kinder-
garten classrooms. In addi-
tion to moving library materi-
als there, the improvements 
included rewiring and installing 

Internet connections, removing 
a wall between the classrooms, 
and installing a modern adult 
bathroom. 
 Also on the agenda for 
Wednesday: a costs and sched-
ule update from the architects 
designing the new $20 mil-
lion Town Center complex, a 
fundraising update on efforts 
to obtain the final $3 million 
to $4 million needed to pay for 
the new complex, and bid rec-
ommendations for the project’s 
main construction phase.

Second hearing on parents’
bid to transfer to MP district
 A public hearing on a petition, 
signed by 25 parents seeking to 
transfer their property in the 
Ravenswood City School District 
to the adjacent Menlo Park City 
School District, will be held Tues-
day, Feb. 13, in the Menlo Park 
district.
 This second hearing — the 
other was held in the Ravenswood 
district — is scheduled from 7 to 
9 p.m. in the Menlo Park district’s 
board meeting room at 181 Enci-
nal Ave. in Atherton. It will be 
held before the 11 members of the 
San Mateo County Committee on 
School District Organization.
  The public is invited to com-
ment after hearing statements 
by the petitioners, parents living 
in the Pacific Parc townhouse 
complex at 600 Willow Road 

in Menlo Park, and by the two 
school districts involved.
 Before the condominiums were 
built, the site was owned by the 
Ravenswood district. The district 
sold the land to a developer to 
raise funds but the site remains 
in the Ravenswood district.
 Both districts are opposed to 
granting the petition. Ravenswood 
would lose state-funded revenue 
if its enrollment declines further. 
The Menlo Park district is involved 
in a major expansion of its four 
schools to accommodate a pro-
jected increase in its enrollment. 
Menlo Park would not receive 
any more funds if students from 
the proposed transfer area attend 
Menlo Park schools.

Valentine dinner dance at Little House

SLAC resumes operation after acid leak
 Stanford’s linear accelerator 
near Menlo Park was shut down 
for about five hours Feb. 6 after a 
cooling tower leaked between five 
to 10 gallons of diluted sulfuric 
acid, an accelerator official said.
 The leak occurred shortly after 
2 a.m. and was quickly con-
tained by accelerator personnel, 
said Lee Lyon of the Stanford 
Linear Accelerator Center.

 “There was some water with 
some sulfuric acid in it (that 
leaked),’’ Mr. Lyon said. “Five to 
10 gallons is our best estimate, 
no injuries, no exposure, no 
environmental risk.’’
 Accelerator officials are investi-
gating what caused the leak. Mean-
while, the accelerator has resumed 
normal operations, he said.

— Bay City News Service

  ■ PORTOLA VALLEY

  ■ AROUND TOWN

Corrections
 In the Feb. 7 Almanac cover 
story on reusing materials from 
the old Portola Valley Town 
Center, Woodside resident and 
owner of Reusable Lumber Inc. 

Jim Steinmetz recovered 28,000 
linear feet of old wood, not 
14,000 linear feet, and he was 
a consultant to the demolition 
contractor Roldan Construction 
Inc. of Fremont. 

  ■ SCHOOLS

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com



 Hidden Villa will hold a free 
mountain lion education semi-
nar on Tuesday, Feb. 13, from 
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Dana 
Center located at Hidden Villa 
in Los Altos Hills.
 Scientist and mountain lion 
expert Rick Hopkins, a board 

member of Courgarfund.org, 
will speak about mountain lion 
behavior. 
 Rob and Barbara Dicely of 
Leopards Etc will bring a moun-
tain lion and a Canadian lynx so 
people can get an up close look 
at the animals. There will be 

time for questions.
 The event is free but limited to 
70 attendees. Call Anna Alioto 
at 949-8652 to RSVP. 
 Hidden Villa is at 26870 Moody 
Road in Los Altos Hills, CA 
94022. Hidden Villa uses its 
organic farm and 1,600-acre 
wilderness preserve for teaching 
about nature and the environ-
ment. Programs include envi-
ronmental education for chil-
dren, summer camp, resident 
intern program, community 
programs for families and adults, 
community supported agricul-
ture, hostel, facility rentals and 
volunteer opportunities.
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•  Stanford Affi liate Physicians

•  Electronic Health Records

•  On-site Lab & EKG

•  Wellness Program

•  Adult & Pediatric Care

•  24/7 Direct MD Access

•  Housecalls

Old Fashioned Values

Modern Medicine

CONCIERGE FAMILY

HEALTHCARE

Beautiful & Convenient

Woodside location

2979 Woodside Road,
Woodside, California

650.851.4747
www.villagedoctor.com

Help Restore Your Local Creek! 
The San Francisquito Watershed Council  
needs your help restoring streamside habitat.

DATE
MAR 3 
APR  7  
MAY 19* 
June 2 

ACTIVITY
French Broom Removal 
Weeding / Maintenance 
Nat’l River Cleanup Day 
TBA 

LOCATION
Alpine Inn, PV 
El Palo Alto Park, PA 
Manhattan Ave, PA 
TBA

Volunteers are also needed at the Native Plant Nursery – Nursery@Acterra.org          Ryan Navratil
~The San Francisquito Watershed Council~   650.961.1035  x310 
        Volunteer@SanFrancisquito.org

For locations and directions: see www.SanFrancisquito.org/Events 

This project is sponsored in part by the Dept of Water Resources Urban Streams Restoration Program, the NOAA 
Community-Based Restoration Program (NOAA-CRP), the Institute for Fisheries Resources– NOAA CRP 

Partnership, and the San Mateo Countywide Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program – a program of C/CAG 

   ~All activities 9:30am to 12:30pm~

   ~*9:00am to 12:00pm~

Call today for a no obligation estimate.

650-368-2102
Most major credit cards accepted.  

http://peninsula.maidbrigade.com

Locally owned and operated.  
Cleaning homes like yours since 1979.

•  Uniformed, Bonded & Insured
•  Equipment & Supplies Provided
•  Every Cleaning is Inspected & Guaranteed
• Environmentally Safe & Pet Friendly

Read. Call. Do nothing more.

Clubs honor ‘Leading Citizens’
 The Boys & Girls Clubs of the 
Peninsula honored its “Leading 
Citizens” for 2006 at a recent 
celebration in the ballroom of 
the Crowne Plaza Cabana Hotel 
in Palo Alto.
 The honorees are:
■ Leading Citizen: David House, 

a former Intel executive and retired 
president of Nortel Networks who 
has been a major supporter of the 
clubs’ technology programs.
■ Leading Philanthropists: 

John and Susan Sobrato of 
Atherton and their family, 
including John Michael Sobra-
to, Abby Sobrato, Lisa Sobrato 
Sonsini and Sheri Sobrato. They 
are recognized for many years 
of philanthropy, including for 
youth and education. According 
to a press release, the family has 
given more than $10 million to 

various causes in the past two 
years and contributed countless 
hours to the community.
■ Community Hero: Les 

DeWitt of Atherton is the first 
recipient of this new award, 
recognizing an individual who 
has worked tirelessly to provide 
hope and opportunity for youth 
in the community. A long-time 
volunteer, he is a former presi-
dent of the Boys & Girls Clubs 
and a founder of the Peninsula 
Bridge Program, which helps 
students succeed in high school, 
and the Fund for Peace Initia-
tives, which was key in attract-
ing a grant of $1.9 million from 
the Oracle Education Founda-
tion to transform the clubs’ 
academic program. 
■ Leading Volunteers: Con-

stance “Connie” Heldman and 

Lee Kanner. Ms. Kanner vol-
unteered as a math tutor at the 
clubs’ Mervin G. Morris Club-
house in Redwood City for over 
a decade since she retired as a 
college math professor. Ms Hel-
dman, a former Intel executive, 
has given thousands of hours in 
helping children with reading. 
Since 2003, she has been com-
muting from her Marin County 
home to East Palo Alto almost 
daily to run Reading Wizards, a 
literacy program she created and 
has helped to replicate at clubs 
across the nation.
■ Leading Corporation: 

Comcast Corp., for its time and 
resources, including “tens of 
thousands of dollars recently to 
the clubs’ Peninsula’s Academ-
ic Literacy program,” a press 
release says.

Hidden Villa seminar on mountain lions 

Deadline ahead for
$1,000 scholarship
 Principals and faculty at local 
public high schools — including 
Woodside and Menlo-Atherton 
high schools — have until Fri-
day, March 9, to nominate three 
exceptional seniors from the 
class of 2007 for a $1,000 schol-
arship from the Silicon Valley 
Association of Realtors. 
 A committee that includes 
representatives from local busi-
nesses, high schools and colleges 
will choose a winner from each 
of the 18 participating schools. 
 Nomination forms are avail-
able at the school. Return com-
pleted forms to the principal or 
scholarship counselor. 
 For more information, call 
or write to Nina Yamaguchi at 
(408) 861-8822 or nyamagu-
chi@cbnorcal.com. 

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com



This news was posted on Town 
Square (AlmanacNews.com) by 
Jim Schott of the West Menlo-
Alpine Little League:
 The West Menlo-Alpine Little 
League is looking for a few great 
sponsors.
 Opening Day is just around 
the corner and 70 teams are 
getting ready for the 2007 sea-
son. Nearly 800 players, 200 
managers and coaches, 50 youth 
umpires and countless fans 
from West Menlo, Woodside 
and Portola Valley are making 
plans for Little League ball.
  Our League appreciates the 
support it receives from the 
community -- including spon-
sored support and donations 
from local business and organi-
zations. Please join us in spon-
soring a Little League team.

  Sponsor benefits include: 
advertising (your name added to 
a team’s jersey); sponsor’s plaque 
in appreciation for your support; 
promotion and Web link to your 
business through the League’s 
Web site; support for our com-
munity (in most cases your con-
tribution is tax deductible).
  For a sponsor form, e-mail Jim 
Schott at jim@schottmail.com.

Members sought for
water polo club 
Dawn Vargas of the Stanford Water 
Polo Club submitted this for Town 

Square: A two-week trial member-
ship is available at no charge for 
new members. If you know a boy 
who would like to try this exciting 
sport, spring is a great time to start.  
Beginners are always welcome. 
More information is available at 
http://www.stanfordwaterpolo-
club.com 
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James MacDonald Farrier Services 
Wishes you all the best for 2007

Putting our best hoof  forward for you and your horses in the New Year. 
650-867-9037

james@jmmetalart.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING COMMISSION 
MEETING OF FEBRUARY 26, 2007

AND
CITY OF MENLO PARK CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF MARCH 13, 2007

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission and the City Council of the City of Menlo 
Park, California, are scheduled to review the following item: 

Conditional Development Permit Revision/Richard Zlatunich for Safeway/525 El Camino Real: 
Request for a conditional development permit revision for an approved grocery store and retail building in 
the C-4-X (Applicable to El Camino Real, Conditional Development District) zoning district.  The revisions 
include minor modifications to the interior grocery store layout, an expansion of the grocery store front 
arcade, a reduction of nine off-street parking spaces, and changes to the exterior colors and sign plan.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on 
this item in the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on 
Monday, February 26, 2007, 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible thereafter, at which time and place interest-
ed persons may appear and be heard thereon.  If you challenge these items in court, you may be limited 
to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or 
in written correspondence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing and;

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said City Council will hold a public hearing on this item in 
the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on Tuesday, 
March 13, 2007, 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible thereafter, at which time and place interested persons 
may appear and be heard thereon.  The City Council will review the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission on the tentative map, variance, and use permit.

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public on weekdays between the hours of 
7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate 
Fridays closed, at the Department of Community Development, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park.  Please call 
the Planning Division if there are any questions and/or for complete agenda information (650) 330-6702.

DATED: February 8, 2006 Deanna Chow, Senior Planner 
PUBLISHED: February 14, 2006 Menlo Park Planning Commission
Visit our Web site for Planning Commission and City Council public hearing, agenda, and staff report 

information: www.menlopark.org
Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on February 14, 2007.

TAIJIQUAN TUTELAGE 
OF PALO ALTO

Our classes in T’ai Chi Ch’uan 
are held in Palo Alto at the 
Cubberley Community Ctr. 
4000 Middlefield Rd., M4.  
Call 650-327-9350 for
detailed information.
Established in 1973.
www.ttopa.com

So, you want to beSo, you want to be 
a news hound?a news hound?

If you like seeking out news and fi nding facts, 
and you have good writing skills, you could be a 
candidate for a news reporting internship at the 
Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get fi rst-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned 
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also 
opportunities to write feature stories on a broad 
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week, 
with fl exible hours. Interns are paid for stories 
they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to: 
rbatti@AlmanacNews.com, or fax this 
information to Renee Batti at 
(650) 854-0677.

PV’s Rhett Ellison signs with USC
 USC signed 17 high school 
football players Feb. 7, including 
Rhett Ellison of Portola Valley, a 6 
foot 5 inch, 235-pound linebacker 
and tight end at St. Francis High 
School in Mountain View.
 He is son of Riki Ellison, the 
former 49er who played in two 
Super Bowls, and Sheila Ellison 
of Portola Valley. 
 Among Rhett Ellison’s 2006 
honors, he was a Super Prep All-
Far West, Prep Star All-West, 

and San Jose Mercury News 
All-Area first team.
 He had 49 tackles, two sacks 
and one interception on defense, 
and 31 receptions for 394 yards 
(12.7 avg.) with two TDs on 
offense in 2006.
 As a junior in 2005, he made 
27 tackles and four sacks, plus 
caught 26 passes for 301 yards 
(11.6 avg.) with five TDs.

 His father, Riki (Gray) Ellison, 
lettered at linebacker for four 
seasons (1978-80, 1982) at USC, 
where he was a member of the 1978 
national championship team and 
earned All-Conference honors in 
1979, then played in the NFL with 
the San Francisco 49ers (1983-88), 
where he appeared in the 1985 and 
1989 Super Bowls; and with the 
Los Angeles Raiders (1990-92). 
 The data above is from CSTV.
com.

  ■ SPORTS

Alpine Little League seeks sponsors 

Post your views and 
comments on TownSquare: 
www.AlmanacNews.com

   ■ TOWN SQUARE

See bats upside down and in high-tech
This news was posted in Town 
Square at AlmanacNews.com:
 Enter the neo-gothic portal 
into the new bat exhibit at Coyote 
Point Museum in San Mateo and 
you see the world as a bat does 
— upside down. And you’ll see 
centuries of bat lore from differ-
ent cultures — all upside down.
 “Master of the Night: The True 
Story of Bats” debunks popular 
misconception of bats as blood-
sucking, blind, squeaky creatures 
that get tangled in your hair. 
Instead the new exhibit draws 
visitors into the world of bats; 

special effects and interactive 
exhibits illustrate the diversity, 
benefits and skills of bats. 
 “This exhibit separates fact 
from fiction about bats,” said 
Michelle Martin, acting executive 
director at the museum. “Bats are 
in fact gentle animals and invalu-
able to our ecosystem.”
 The bat exhibit runs through 
May 6 at the Coyote Point Muse-
um, 1651 Coyote Point Drive in 
San Mateo.
 For information, call the muse-
um at 342-7755, or go to coyote-
pointmuseum.org.
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BRIDAL EXPO AND REGISTRY FAIRE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH, 11 AM TO 4 PM

2007
BRIDAL EXPO &

FAIRE 

NORDSTROM, MACY’S, MERVYN’S AND SEARS PLUS 130 FINE STORES 
Located off Hwy. 101 at Hillsdale Blvd. and El Camino Real in San Mateo.  650.345.8222  Shop Mon.-Sat. 10am - 9pm 

and Sun. 11am - 7pm. www.hillsdale.com

HILLSDALE SHOPPING CENTER

Celebrate your wedding dreams with 
unique floral designs by Blossoms

You’ve dreamed of having the perfect wedding, now you can make it happen. 
From flowers and invitations to the ring that says it all, meet bridal experts from

around the Bay Area to create a truly special day. 

•  Register to win a romantic honeymoon getaway for two and other great prizes!
No purchase necessary, must be present to win.  Register 2/25/07 in Macy’s Center Court. 

•  Prepare that first dance for your wedding day! Dance demonstrations and on-site lessons 
hosted by Arthur Murray Dance Studios, Redwood City.  

•  Cosmetic makeovers by Clinique Macy’s, sampling and live entertainment. 

Sponsored By: 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MENLO PARK 
CITY COUNCIL

Planning Commission 
Recommendation

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of 
Menlo Park, California is scheduled to review the following item: 

Use Permit, Architectural Control, and Tentative Subdivision 
Map/Joe Colonna/1906 El Camino Real:  Request for a use per-
mit, architectural control, and tentative subdivision map to demol-
ish an existing one-story 5,750-square-foot commercial building 
and construct a new two-story 9,862-square-foot office building for 
medical/dental use and related site improvements in the C-4 (General 
Commercial applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district. The applica-
tion includes a request for a tentative map to subdivide one parcel into 
five commercial condominium airspaces and a request to provide 49 
parking spaces in accordance with the use-based guidelines instead 
of the 60 spaces per the zoning-district-based requirements.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said City Council will 
hold a public hearing on this item in the Council Chambers of the 
City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on 
Tuesday, February 27, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible 
thereafter, at which time and place interested persons may appear 
and be heard thereon.  If you challenge these items in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, 
the public hearing.

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public 
on weekdays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate 
Fridays closed, at the Community Development Department, 701 
Laurel Street, Menlo Park.  Please call Lorraine Weiss, Contract 
Planner, at (415) 921-5344 or email her at lorraine@lorraine-weiss.
com if you have any questions or comments.

DATED: February 8, 2007 Silvia M. Vonderlinden
  City Clerk
PUBLISHED: February 14, 2007

Visit our Web site for public hearing, agenda, and staff report 
information: http://www.ci.menlo-park.ca.us

Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on February 14, 2007.

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
law, people charged with offenses are con-
sidered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Fraud reports:
■ Resident suspects he responded too 
readily with property-related information 
in cold call from mortgage company, 200 
block of Stockbridge Avenue, Feb. 2. 
■ Fraud suspected in attempt to sell car 
online, first block of Betty Lane, Feb. 5. 

MENLO PARK

Fraud reports:
■ Money withdrawn from bank account, 
1100 Noel Drive, Feb. 3. 

■ Carlos Lucatero, 40, of Milpitas, 
arrested on charges that include passing 
a counterfeit $50 bill, Union 76 station in 
700 block of Willow Road, Feb. 4. 
■ Resident claimed false credit account cre-
ated in his name resulting in unknown losses, 
reported at main police station, Feb. 6. 
Elder abuse report: Referral to adult pro-
tective service, Feb. 6. 

WOODSIDE

Auto burglary report: Vehicle broken 
into but car alarm may have scared off 
burglars because nothing stolen, 1000 
block of Kings Mountain Road, Feb. 5. 

WEST MENLO PARK

Fraud reports:
■ Two forged checks totaling $94,000 

drawn on home equity line of credit, 600 
block of Santa Cruz Avenue, Jan. 31. 
■ Elderly person lost $8,000 through 
unauthorized use of debit card, 2000 
block of Sterling Avenue, Feb. 5. 
Auto burglary report: Two credit cards 
stolen from vehicle, 100 block of North 
Castanya Way, Feb. 6. 

 ■ POLICE CALLS

www.AlmanacNews.com

Post news and views on

Town
Square



 That committee raised $20,429, 
and spent $23,196. The com-
mittee’s biggest single contribu-
tion this reporting period was 
from Palo Alto-based Keep Our 
Region Energized, Inc., which 
gave $9,000. Virginia Chang 
Kiraly, a Menlo Park Republican 
who unsuccessfully challenged 
21st District Assemblyman Ira 
Ruskin in the November election, 
is chief executive officer of Keep 
Our Region Energized, according 
to her statement on VoteCircle, a 
nonpartisan Web site.
 The San Mateo Central Labor 
Council did some heavy spend-
ing in the council race in its 
effort to replace Ms. Winkler 
and Ms. Duboc with Mr. Rob-
inson and Mr. Cline.
 As of Nov. 3, the council spent 
$22,180 — $13,382 for mailers 
opposing the incumbents and 
$8,298 in mailers supporting 
Mr. Robinson and Mr. Cline.
 The Almanac will report on 
any spending by the council after 
Nov. 3 in next week’s edition.

Contributors
Below are other donations of note from 
mid-October through Jan. 31. Candi-
dates are listed in alphabetical order.

■ John Boyle: Mitchell Tuchman, 
Menlo Park, commercial real estate, 
$300; Menlo Business Parks, Palo 
Alto, real estate business, $1,000; 
Bernard Magnussen, Palo Alto, car 
dealer, $1,000; Bill Lane, Portola Val-
ley, former publisher of Sunset maga-
zine, $200; John Anderson, Atherton, 
car dealer, $333.

■ Vincent Bressler: Robert Eke-
dahl, Menlo Park, retired, $500; Jack 

Morris, Menlo Park, consultant and 
former mayor, $100; Melody Pagee, 
Menlo Park, project manager and city 
planning commissioner, $100; Elias 
Blawie, Menlo Park, lawyer, $400; 
Chuck Kinney, Menlo Park, retired and 
former mayor, $100; Michael Gullard, 
general partner Cornerstone Manage-
ment, $250.

■ Rich Cline: David Speer, Menlo 
Park, facilities planning and construc-
tion, former council candidate, $250.

■ Lee Duboc: Danielle L. Del Car-
los, Redwood City, architect, DES 
Architects and Engineers, $1,000; 
Bernard Magnussen, Palo Alto, car 
dealer, $1,000; Menlo Business 
Park, Palo Alto, real estate 
business, $1,000.

■ Heyward Robinson: Don Brawner, 
Menlo Park, landlord and city housing 
commissioner, $200; Northern Califor-
nia Carpenters Regional Council, Oak-
land, $250; Paul Collacchi, Redwood 
City, systems engineer and former 
mayor, $1,000; Anita Yu, Menlo Park, 
founder of Westly Foundation, $500; 
Penelope Huang, Menlo Park, Real-
tor, $200; Chuck Kinney, Menlo Park, 
retired, former mayor, $100; Plumbers 
& Streamfitters Local No. 467, Menlo 
Park, $1,000; Jack Morris, Menlo Park, 
retired, former mayor, $100; Melody 
Pagee, Menlo Park, project manager 
and city planning commissioner, $100; 
Susan Robinson, Menlo Park, retired, 
$500; David Speer, Menlo Park, facili-
ties planning and construction, former 
council candidate, $650.

■ Mickie Winkler: Menlo Business 
Park, Palo Alto, real estate business, 
$1,000; Scott L Smithers, Atherton, 
principal, Lane Partners commercial 
real estate, $500; John Anderson, 
Atherton, car dealer, $333; Henry 
Riggs, Menlo Park, architect and city 
planning commissioner, $500.

■ Menlo Park on Track: Andy 

Cohen, Menlo Park, retired judge and 
city councilman, $200; Morris 
Brown, Menlo Park, president of 
Moavco and head of Menlo Park 
Tomorrow, $500; Don Brawner, 
Menlo Park, landlord and city hous-
ing commissioner, $200; Jennifer 
Fisher, Menlo Park, retired, $500; 
Denise Brown, Menlo Park, retired, 
$500; Stu Soffer, Menlo Park, con-
sultant and former planning commis-
sioner, $500; Patti Fry, Menlo Park, 
retired, former planning commission-
er, $250; Bressler for Menlo Park 
Council, $771. A

Money-raising, spending in MP council race
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Traditional 
Shop

650-325-3259

75 Arbor Rd at Cambridge, Menlo Park

Allied Arts Guild

CLOSING SALE
Save Up to 75%

Additional 10% Off  on Th ursdays

SOMETHING
GOT YOUR

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Report a sports score and more.
Ask for advice.
Rate a movie.

Review a restaurant.
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com

GOAT?

BUTT HEADS IN
TOWNSQUARE.

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys.  We provide only self-help services 
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

800-579-0009

INCLUDES:
• Divorce $449
• Living Trusts $399/$499
• Incorporations/LLC $399
• Non-Profit $399
•          Probate (Free Quote) 
• And much more!

Kyle & Koko

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

Continued from page 8



A. Ballard Hayworth
Physician

 A memorial service will be held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, March 9, at the 
Hiller Aviation 
Museum, 601 
Skyway Road 
at San Carlos 
Airport, for Dr. 
A. Ballard Hay-
worth, a for-
mer resident of 
Woodside for 
36 years. He 
died Jan. 30 at 
age 87.
 Dr. Hayworth was born in 
Sioux City, Iowa. He received 
his bachelor of science degree 
from Grinnell College and his 
medical degree from the Uni-
versity of Iowa. After returning 
from Naval service in World 
War II, he completed his spe-
cialty in internal medicine at 
the University of Wisconsin. He 
was recalled by the U.S. Navy to 
serve in the Korean War.
 Dr. Hayworth married Aleta 
Agnes Baird in 1943 and they 
were the parents of four daugh-
ters. After living in various parts 
of the country, the family moved 
to Redwood City, then to Wood-
side to a home surrounded by 
redwood forest.

 Dr. Hayworth practiced medi-
cine for 40 years at Redwood 
Medical Clinic and Sequoia 
Hospital. He retired in 1984.
 The Hayworths enjoyed travel, 
visiting Europe, Africa, China, 
Nepal, India and Egypt. Their 
favorite trips to Mexico were an 
easy weekend away, as he had his 
pilot’s license and a personal air-
craft at the San Carlos Airport, 
say family members.
 Dr. Hayworth was an avid 
hiker, tennis player and golfer. 
He played the saxophone in a 
dance band in college and the 
violin in the Peninsula Sym-
phony for several years. He was 
an active member of the First 
Congregational Church in Red-
wood City for many years.
 He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Pamela Hunt of Capitola, 
Deborah Wade of San Jose, Nan-
cy Becker of Salt Lake City, and 
Susan Nahmens of Redwood 
City; five grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren. His wife, 
Aleta, preceded him in death.
 Memorials in his name may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 2065 El Camino 
Real, Suite C, Mountain View, 
CA 94040.

Memorial for Lincoln Moses

 A memorial service for Lincoln 
E. Moses of Portola Valley, emeri-

tus professor at Stanford who pio-
neered the use of statistics in medi-
cine, is set for Saturday, Feb. 17, at 2 
p.m., at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 505 E. Charleston Road, 
between Alma St. and Middlefield 
Road in Palo Alto.
 Dr. Moses gave most of his 
professional life to Stanford, 
where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in 1941 and a doctor-
ate in statistics in 1950. After 
joining the faculty in 1952, he 
became a leader for nearly 40 
years in moving statistics from 
a purely academic discipline to 
a powerful tool in medicine.
 Dr. Moses founded the medical 
school’s Division of Biostatistics, 
whose graduates have gone on to 
run departments on other cam-
puses, said Bradley Efron, Stan-
ford professor of statistics, and of 
health research and policy. 
 “Lincoln was a big imposing 
man with a big white beard, 
and his name was Moses, and he 
kind of inspired that feeling in 
people” Dr. Efron said. “He was 
a very competent man.”
 From 1978 to 1980, Dr. Moses 
headed the Energy Information 
Administration in the Depart-
ment of Energy under President 
Carter during the first oil crisis 
where he provided accurate 
data on oil consumption and 
energy usage for crafting gov-
ernment policy.
 Dr. Moses’ other interests 
stretched from Portola Valley 
to Zimbabwe, which he visited 
several times to provide statisti-
cal consulting services in con-
nection with AIDS prevention 
programs.
 As a resident of Los Trancos 
Woods, Dr. Moses served two 
terms on the Portola Valley 

School Board in the 1950s. In 
the 1960s, he served on the 
Board of Directors of Peninsula 
School in Menlo Park. In 1968, 
he married Mary Lou Coale 
and moved to the Portola Valley 
home, where he lived until his 
death on Dec. 17 at age 84.
 Dr. Moses was associated with 
the American Friends Service 
Committee for most of his adult 
life. He joined the Palo Alto 
Friends Meeting and was active 
in the peace movement. At 
Stanford, he and other faculty 
members organized and taught 
a Peace Studies class, which 
is still given. He also worked 
against the death penalty.
 A true nature lover, Dr. Moses 
hiked the John Muir Trail and 
was a backpacker into middle 
age. He was a docent at Jasper 
Ridge Biological Preserve, and 
he and Mary Lou traveled the 
world in pursuit of birds.
 Dr. Moses is survived by his 
second wife, Mary Lou Coale 
Moses; a sister, Marilyn Garren 
of Pasadena; five children and 
four stepchildren; 15 grandchil-
dren, and one great-grandchild.
 His children are Katherine 
Moses Youngmeister, Margaret 
Moses Schneider, and Elizabeth 
Moses Strain of Berkeley; Will 
Moses of Redwood City; and 
Jim Moses of Sacramento. His 
stepchildren are David Coale of 
Palo Alto, Frank Coale of West 
Linn, Oregon, and Kenneth and 
Matthew Coale of Santa Cruz.
 The family suggests donations 
to Friends Committee on Leg-
islation, 717 K St. Suite 500 B, 
Sacramento, CA 95814; Ameri-
can Friends Service Commit-
tee Pacific Mountain Region, 
65 9th St., San Francisco, CA 

94103; or Amnesty Interna-
tional USA, 5 Penn Plaza, New 
York, NY 10001.

Peter Kornfeld
Stanford clinical 
professor of medicine

 Dr. Peter Kornfeld of Portola 
Valley, a pioneer in the under-
standing and treatment of the 
auto-immune muscular disorder, 
myasthenia gravis, died Feb. 2 at 
Stanford Hospital. He was 81. 
 “He was a highly respected 
internist,” says Dr. Mark Perlroth, 
clinical professor of medicine. 
“He was a very gentle individual 
with a nice sense of humor. He 
enjoyed his life in medicine.”
 Dr. Kornfeld was born in 
Vienna. At the age of 13, with 
Austria annexed by Nazi Ger-
many, he engineered his family’s 
escape by writing 100 letters to 
people named Kornfeld in the 
United States, Great Britain and 
Australia. He asked them to 
sponsor his family to emigrate 
although they were no relation. 
He received a reply from New 
York, which allowed the family 
to enter the United States.
 They arrived in New York 
in August 1939 with only the 
clothes they were wearing, which 
for Peter were lederhosen and a 
winter coat.
 Dr. Kornfeld enlisted in the 
U.S. Army in 1943 and served 
until 1946. He earned a bache-
lor’s degree at the University of 
Buffalo, where he was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa, and his medical 
degree at Columbia University. 
He completed his training at 
Mount Sinai Hospital in New 
York, where he remained active 
in research, teaching and clini-
cal practice for more than 30 
years. He was associate chief of 
the Myasthenia Gravis Clinic at 
Mount Sinai from 1972 to 1987.
 In 1992, after retiring, Dr. Korn-
feld and his wife moved to the Bay 
Area. For the next 15 years, he vol-
unteered as an attending physician 
at Stanford Hospital.
 “He was a real role model of 
what we hope physicians have, 
where their love of humanity and 
their love of medicine is some-
thing they’re able to continue 
throughout their life,” says Dr. 
Kelley Skeff, George DeForest 
Barnett Professor of Medicine.
 Dr. Kornfeld is survived by his 
wife of 55 years, Carol of Portola 
Valley; son Robert of Washing-
ton; daughter Jane Bessin of Los 
Altos; and four grandchildren. 
Donations in his memory may 
be made to the Hebrew Immi-
grant Aid Society, www.hias.
org; or Mount Sinai Medical 
Center, C/O Lynn Scarpati, 1 
Gustave Levy Place, Box 1049, 
New York, NT 10029.
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

•  Reduce Energy Cost
•  2-Stage Heating
•  Variable Speed & Closed   
 Combustion for Safety &  
   Extreme Quiet Operation

$350.00

Visit our fully functioning showroom at
751 Warrington Ave., Redwood City, 94061

www.rebholtz.com
www.trane.com

650.368-3456
Ca Lic. #706791

HVAC Specialist for over 20 years

REBHOLTZ MECHANICAL, INC.
Heating • Air Conditioning

WE SELL
ENERGY 
STAR

It's Hard To Stop A Trane®

Financing Available
6 months • SAC • OAC

Town of Portola Valley
Notice Of Application for
Site Development Permit

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU that an application for Site 
Development Permit has been submitted for review by the Town 
of Portola Valley Planning Commission. The property is owned 
by Tracy Lefteroff, located on vacant parcel on upper Alpine 
Road, and is identified as APN: 080-040-080. 

Planning Commission public hearing has been scheduled to 
review this application on Wednesday, February 21, 2007 at 
8:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, Historic School 
House, Portola Valley Town Center, 765 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley, California.

Information pertaining to the proposal may be viewed at Town 
Hall Building & Planning Department, Monday through Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. All interested 
persons are invited to appear before the Planning Commission to 
be heard at the time and place herein above mentioned.

Dated: February 2, 2007 Leslie A. Lambert
 Planning Manager

  ■ OBITUARIES

Hayworth

Continued on next page



Robert Robinson
Major donor to Menlo 
Charity Horse Show

 Alfred Robert “Bob” Robinson 
of Woodside, whose company, 
San Jose British Motors, was 
the major donor to the Menlo 
Charity Horse Show since its 
inception, died Feb. 8 at Sequoia 
Hospital. He was 79.
 Born in London, he began his 
life-long career in the automo-
bile industry at the age of 14 as 
an apprentice motor mechanic. 
In 1960, he immigrated to the 
United States after accepting a job 
with San Jose British Motors. He 
worked his way up through the 

ranks and, eventually, bought the 
dealership with business partner 
Norm Tompkins in 1967.
 Known as “Sir Robert” to his 
friends, he had a  long successful 
career in the industry. He had 
many different franchises, but “his 
life-blood remained with Jaguar 
cars,” say family members. He 
worked six days a week up until 
December 2006. The only thing 
that contended with his enthusi-
asm for the automobile business 
was his love of family, they say.
 Mr. Robinson and his wife, 
Nancy, traveled the world shar-
ing a passion for their horses, 

boats, and cars.
  For 30 years, Mr. Robin-
son’s company, San Jose British 
Motors, has been sponsor of the 
Menlo Charity Horse Show’s 
Grand Prix. In 2006, the com-
pany donated $40,000 for the 
event, according to Betsy Glik-
barg, horse show chairman.
 Mr. Robinson, who was a resi-
dent of Woodside for 28 years, 
is survived by his wife, Nancy, 
daughter Caerry, son Spencer, 
and sister Amy Whalesby.
 Memorial services were held Feb. 
12 at Woodside Village Church 
with burial at Skylawn Cemetery.
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

For All Your Special Occassions, Call Us
You Will Love Our Customized Menus & Prices

Lunch
Mon-Fri 11-2:30

Dinner
7 Days/Week 5-10

650.326.9028                            650.326.9038

1077 El Camino Real • Menlo Park

SEASONAL ITALIAN
CUISINE WITH A CALIFORNIA FLAIR

Now Accepting Reservations for Valentine’s Day
Private Banquet Rooms with Own Bar
20-120 People (No room charge)

Full Bar
The Best Terrace Patio in the Peninsula
Nightly Free Parking

TRELL IS

Free Event for Parents!

“Avoiding the Traps of the Fast Track:

How to Foster Health, 

School Engagement and Integrity”

Guest Speaker: Denise Pope, Ph.D.
Author & Lecturer, Stanford University School of Education

Tuesday, February 27, 7-8:30 p.m.

Bethany Lutheran Church
1095 Cloud Avenue l Menlo Park, CA l 854-5897

Target audience:  Pre-K – 8th grade parents

Parent and school expectations can interfere with a child’s development.

Examine the parent and teacher traps that occur in and outside of school 

over issues such as homework, grades, the culture of competition, and 

discuss strategies to promote healthier home and school environments.

This thought provoking program is a must for parents seeking a healthy 
balance between academic achievement and personal fulfillment for 
their children.

Reservation required.  Register online at

www.bethany-mp.org or call 854-5897 by 2/22/07.

Copies of the book “Doing School”: How We Are Creating a Generation of 
Stressed Out, Materialistic, and Miseducated Students will be 

available for purchase and personally autographed by Dr. Pope.

A Redwood City resident for 60 years, passed away Feb. 5, 2007 at the age 
of 94. Born in Lehr, North Dakota.

Loving wife of the late Archie (Hutch) Hutcheson. Also survived by her 
son Russell (Judy) Hutcheson. Grandchildren Kathy (Peter) Berry and Ronald 
Hutcheson.

Pauline worked as a food engineer. She collected treasures with a passion 
and lived life the same. She enjoyed being a homemaker, an avid gardener and 
rose fancier. Raising white doves was a special hobby.

Funeral service was held on Sat., Feb. 10th at 3:00 p.m. at the Redwood 
Chapel, 847 Woodside Road, Redwood City, CA. Interment: Private.

REDWOOD CHAPEL
650-369-5537

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

NOW ACCEPTING 
RESERVATIONS FOR

Valentine's 
Day

Parkside
Grille

Portola Valley
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884 Portola Road, Portola Valley
(Take Sand Hill Road, West off Hwy 280 - 3.5 Miles)

650.529.9007
www.parksidegrill.com

Open 7 nights a week

Rustic elegance nestled 
in the wooded hills.

Romance among 
the Redwoods.

The critics have said it for us...
"A casual yet refi ned dining spot; a 
country setting with polished cuisine."

— Palo Alto Weekly

"A setting and menu full of unexpected fl air."
— San Francisco Chronical

"Parkside Grille goes with the grain; 
dishes sizzle."

— San Jose Mercury

Parkside
G rille

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road 
Redwood City 
(650) 369-5250 
9am-5:30pm
Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 
espresso bar, retail 
& wholesale.

Main St. Coffee Roasting Co.
150 Elm St., Redwood City 
(650) 368-3430. M - F 
6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm 
Fresh roasted coffee beans 
– European style. Full 
coffee bar. Now serving 
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am; 
Sat. 7am-1 pm 
Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Parkside Grille
884 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley (650) 529-9007. 
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. 
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and 
innovative cuisine in an 
elegant country setting, nes-
tled among the redwoods.

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, 
Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine 
of Puebla. Open daily for 
lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Continued from previous page

The Almanac publishes obituar-
ies about people who lived in 
Atherton, Menlo Park, Portola 
Valley and Woodside, or played 
a prominent role in these com-
munities. These obituaries are 
news stories, written by Almanac 
staff writers, based on informa-
tion provided by mortuaries and 
family members. There is no 
charge. Due to space limits and 
other reasons, these stories may 
not include all the information 
a family wishes. Some fami-
lies choose to write their own 
memorial announcements, and 
purchase space to publish them 
in the Almanac. For information 
about that, e-mail Blanca Yoc 
in the Advertising Department 
at byoc@paweekly.com, or call 
326-8210, ext. 221.

   ■ OBITUARY POLICY

TOWNSQUARE
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place

Discuss community issues.
Announce an event.

Ask for advice.
Rate a movie. 

Review a restaurant.
Report a sports 
score and more. 

Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com
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Logging plans set
dangerous trend

Editor:
 As concerned members of 
the community, we’ve been 
watching developments in the 
logging plan submitted to the 
state department of forestry by 
the San Francisco YMCA to log 
their Camp Jones Gulch prop-
erty in La Honda.
 We now read of a proposal by 
the San Jose Water Company 
to log over 1,000 acres of red-
wood forest they own near the 
Lexington Reservoir which was 
recently covered by the San Jose 
Mercury News. The plan bears 
striking and alarming similar-
ity to the YMCA’s plan, with 
equally devastating results to 
the environment and threats to 
local properties. 
 Both are non-industrial tim-
ber management plans which 
allow for extreme cutting of 
redwoods and other trees in 
perpetuity. Is this a new trend 

in aggressive timber harvest that 
we can expect to see more of?
 With nearly all of the redwood 
forests gone, isn’t it time to con-

sider long-range plans for stew-
ardship of our precious coastal 
range as a whole?
 Santa Cruz, Marin and San 

Francisco counties have already 
banned logging in their water-

The recent revelation by the county’s civil grand jury that 
the plans of hundreds of new homes in Atherton were not 
approved by the fire district once again raises questions about 

the town’s leadership, particularly oversight of Mike Hood, the 
town’s top building official who retired last year.
 Mr. Hood left just before a three-phase audit showed that strict pro-
cedures were not being followed in the department, and that more than 
$100,000 in fees were not collected. One department employee was 

transferred and reprimanded, and 
a number of new procedures have 
been put into place. 
 And so far, city officials have 
refused to release all the details 
found in its own investigation of 

the matter, although the City Council finally received the report 
after being sworn to secrecy.
 The grand jury charges are based on audits conducted by the town 
that were made public, although the grand jury obviously extended 
the investigation on its own.
 The Atherton Building Department’s apparent failure to submit 
hundreds of plans for approval by the Menlo Park Fire Protection 
District was by far the most startling finding of the civil grand jury 
report. It seems that fire district oversight of the plans was consid-
ered optional by Mr. Hood. And although it is very unlikely that 
any Atherton home built during this period is structurally unsound, 
owners whose plans were not approved by the fire district have to 
wonder about their safety if a fire were to occur.
 It’s possible that hundreds of the projects approved during Mr. 
Hood’s 11-year tenure could be affected by the oversight. Many of 
the residences in Atherton are huge structures —10,000 square feet 
or more — and many include full basements.
 Chief Harold Schapelhouman and fire district board member 
Peter Carpenter are understandably distressed that Atherton 
approved plans without requiring the fire district to sign off. For 
its part, Atherton says the district was invited to come to the town’s 
offices and review the plans, but declined, due to lack of manpower. 
And, the town says, its inspectors did enforce the state building 

code, which includes standard stipulations for fire safety.
 The fire chief and Mr. Carpenter are not so sanguine. They see 
serious problems for the department in the homes whose plans were 
not inspected. For example, narrow flag lot driveways that could not 
accommodate wide fire trucks, or homes serviced by fire hydrants 
that don’t meet the water pressure requirements.
 Atherton Mayor Alan Carlson, an attorney, says the fire district’s 
concerns are unfounded, and calls the lack of fire district oversight 
of all building plans a tempest in a teapot. “That’s what’s irritating 
— the implication that fire hazards were built in Atherton, and 
that’s absolutely not the case,” Mr. Carlson told the Almanac.
 The county grand jury report calls for Atherton to submit to the fire 
district plans for all projects that it has not reviewed for fire safety that 
were constructed during Mike Hood’s tenure as building official — an 
11-year span that potentially includes hundreds of plan sets. The jury said 
the town should comply with this order by April 1, a deadline Atherton 
is very unlikely to meet, if it agrees to resubmit the plans at all.
 Mr. Carpenter would go even farther, and put a hold on sales of 
affected homes until the fire district approved their plans.
 But if push comes to shove, Atherton City Attorney Mark Hynes told 
the Almanac that neither the fire district nor the city has the power to 
force owners to retrofit their homes to the fire districtís requirements. 
 If that is the case, owners of the homes in question and who are 
concerned about their safety should the worst occur, may have 
to voluntarily ask the fire district to review their plans. And if 
additional work needs to be done to comply with fire department 
standards, owners will have to foot the bill.
 The entire affair is a textbook case of how lack of oversight in a 
city department that is responsible for millions of dollars worth of 
new home construction can result in potentially major problems 
for many owners, who did nothing wrong. 
 Now more than ever, Atherton residents should demand a full 
public accounting of the building department during the 11 years 
of oversight by Mike Hood, including the suppressed personnel 
investigation. If such information is not forthcoming, we urge the 
civil grand jury to continue its investigation, because there is more 
work to be done.
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EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

See LETTERS, next page

All views must include a home address and 
contact phone number. Published letters 
will also appear on the Almanac Web site, 
www.AlmanacNews.com, and occasionally 
on the Almanac’s Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the 
Town Square forum at 
www.AlmanacNews.com

EMAIL   your views to 
letters@AlmanacNews.
com. Indicate if it is a 
letter to be published.

MAIL   or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
854-2626, ext. 222.

Editor & Publisher
Tom Gibboney

Editorial
Managing Editor Richard Hine  
News Editor Renee Batti
Lifestyles Editor Jane Knoerle 
Senior Staff Writers 
Marion Softky, Marjorie Mader 
Staff Writers Andrea Gemmet, 
David Boyce, Rory Brown
Contributors Barbara Wood, 
Bryan Wiggin, Kate Daly, 
Bill Rayburn, Miles McMullin, 
Katie Blankenberg
Special Sections Editors
Carol Blitzer, Sue Dremann   
Photographer Marjan Sadoughi

Design & Production
Design Director Raul Perez 
Assistant Design Director
Katie Cvitkovich 
Designers Linda Atilano,
Gail Thoreson, Elise Eisenman, 
Eric Kinnaird, Nancy Hwang, 
Tanya A. Ortega

Advertising 
Advertising Manager Neal Fine 
Display Advertising Sales 
Roxanne Bates
Real Estate Account 
Representative Donna Berryhill
Real Estate Assistant
Monica Asborno

Advertising Services
Coordinator M.J. Hayden
Receptionist Renee Meil 
Circulation, Classified, 
& Legal Advertising Bill Rayburn  

Published every Wednesday at 
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
(650) 854-2626 
FAX (650) 854-0677 
e-mail news (no photos please) to: 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
e-mail photos with captions to: 
photo@AlmanacNews.com
e-mail letters to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com
The Almanac, established in September, 
1965, is delivered each week to residents 
of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside and adjacent unincorporated areas 
of southern San Mateo County. The Almanac 
is qualifi ed by decree of the Superior Court of 
San Mateo County to publish public notices of a 
governmental and legal nature, as 
stated in Decree No. 147530, issued 
November 9, 1969. 
Voluntary subscriptions are available 
for delivery to homes in Menlo 
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside at $30 per year or $50 for 
2 years. Subscriptions by businesses 
or residents outside the area are $50 
for one year and $80 for two years.

Serving Menlo Park, 

Atherton, Portola Valley, 

and Woodside for 40 years.

 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Jac Audiffred Collection

Our Regional Heritage
In 1945 this complex of Woodside buildings held Holt’s Country Store, Tony’s Icehouse and a Shell 
gas station, at the far right. Today, the real estate offices of Alain Pinel occupy the main space, and 
the gas station and ice house have disappeared.

Atherton’s smoldering secret
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V I E W P O I N T

shed lands. We must also urge 
lawmakers to do the same in 
remaining counties. In the face 
of these recent permit proposals, 
it seems we can’t afford to wait.
 As Big Creek Lumber spokes-
man Bob Berlage said of the S.J. 
Water Company’s plan, “This is 
probably going to be the most 
highly scrutinized timber har-
vest in the history of Califor-
nia.” It should be.

Hilary Yoffe-Sharp
Woodside 

Smoke signal or
smoke screen?
Editor:
 Will Atherton turn over a new 
leaf or another blind eye?
 Will the City Council be able 
to find a fig leaf large enough 
to cover up the naked truth 
of exposed mismanage-
ment from anywhere 
within Tree City 
USA?
 Will the coun-
cil ever see the 
urban forest 
through the 
trees when the 
sawdust settles 
only on the build-
ing department? 
Will triple audits, 
multiple independent 
investigations and a pending 
grand jury report spin anyone at 
all into forgetting that the town 
pays good money to manage-
ment to prevent forest fires from 
ever happening?
 Wouldn’t a few annual per-
formance reviews by the city 
manager or at least a glance at 
the town’s zoning ordinance 
have been more economic and 
prophylactic? If our duly elected, 
all volunteer and extremely bright 
council chose to continue to use 
skillful but reactive containment 
as a governance style, then they 
should remember where there is 
smoke, there is fire.
 We need Smokey the Bear in 
the watch tower, not Teddy.

Melinda Tevis
Tallwood Court, Atherton

If school goes, save
Hillview murals
Editor:
 It would be tragic if the 
murals at Hillview School were 
not protected while the school 
district evalutes design ideas.
 Anyone who has seen those 
incredible, historic murals 
should honor and respect both 
the murals, and all of the stu-
dents through the years who 
have put their hearts and souls 
into painting them.
 I have faith in the powers that 

be that they feel the same way 
I do about the murals and will 
come up with some way to either 
save them or duplicate them in 
some other form so that they will 
continue to be a gift to the com-
munity and Hillview students.

Cecelia Daye
Palm Court, Menlo Park

A vote against
new commissioner

Editor:
 I missed the recent appoint-
ment of Charles Bourne to the 
Menlo Park Transportation 
Commission. I believe that he 
is not qualified for the posi-
tion.
 While arguing for the unsafe, 
very expensive Santa Cruz Ave-
nue cement furniture a few 
years ago, he said to the council, 
“What difference does two min-
utes make in the response time 
of an emergency vehicle?” I was 
waiting to speak and almost fell 

out of my chair.
 Take a look at 

the curbs in front 
of his home. He 
has them paint-
ed red, so no 
one can park 
there. Is he 
taking the law 

into his own 
hands? That’s 

not what we want 
from a Transporta-

tion Commissioner. 
 He is infamous for complaints 
to Hillview School about innocent 
noise from dances and assemblies. 
The school was certainly there 
first. If he didn’t want to live next 
to a school, he didn’t have to.
 At the very least, Mr. Bourne 
needs to recuse himself from all 
decisions affecting the west side 
of Menlo Park.
 By this appointment, the City 
Council has forgotten their 
pledge of fostering less divisive 
government.

Pat White
Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

Good job on Valley’s
fund-raising
Editor:
 As residents of Portola Valley 
we wish to thank volunteers 
Sally Ann Reiss, Jocelyn Swisher 
and Beth Rabuczewski for their 
efforts in managing the dona-
tion campaign for construction 
of the new Town Center. As they 
reported in last week’s letters, 70 
percent of the required funds 
have been secured.
 This accomplishment is an 
indication of the time and 
energy that has been devoted 
to the campaign. It is also 
a visible indication of the 
generosity of Portola Valley 
residents and their recognition 
that the new Town Center will 

be an added positive attribute 
to Portola Valley.
 We wish the Portola Valley 
Community Fund Committee 
success in reaching the $1.8 mil-
lion goal by March 28.

Bernard and Lorraine Bayuk
Paloma Road, Portola Valley

Peninsula Volunteers
do a great service

Editor:
 I came to the U.S. 33 years ago, 
and found the level of charity 
and volunteerism in this coun-
try amazing.
 There have been many chang-
es in these years. For example, 
the pace of life in our rural com-
munities has accelerated and 
many more women are work-
ing. But I am still in awe of the 
numerous hours people donate 
to non-profit activities.
 During the last few months 
I have had the opportunity to 
observe many examples through 
my involvement with Penin-
sula Volunteers — and this is in 
addition to the day-in and day-
out efforts of our members.
 At our annual December 
Tea Party for Crane Place (the  
Volunteers run apartments for 
elderly or disabled people), 14 
Woodside High School stu-
dents, along with some parents 
and teachers, pitched in to help 
decorate, serve and clean up. 
Entertainment was provided by 
community members, Stanford 
students and the Woodside 
Elementary School third grade 
class. Again, it was the personal 
connection, warm greetings, 
and so on that made it special.
 Peninsula Volunteers also runs 
the south San Mateo County 
Meals on Wheels program. I 
can’t say enough about our on-
going volunteers who ensure that 
five days a week elderly shut-ins 
receive a nutritious meal and see 
some one who cares about how 
they are doing.
 On top of that, different local 
groups make cards or other dec-
orations to make holiday meals 
special. (Woodside Elemen-
tary School children are mak-
ing hearts for Valentine’s Day.) 
Burlingame students make New 
Year’s cards, and Maya’s Mom 
Group made holiday wreaths.
 I find it very encouraging to see 
the interest shown by our young 
people in working to make 
life happier for others. Their 
parents and teachers should be 
very proud of the values they 
are instilling in their youngest. 
Congratulations to all of them.

Amalia Pope
Olive Hill Lane, Woodside

LETTERS

Manfred Kopisch

Young cyclist on way to Laurel School squeezes around parked 
cars on Ringwood Avenue in this photo posted on Town Square at 
www.AlmanacNews.com.

By Manfred Kopisch

Along Ringwood Avenue 
from Middlefield Road to 
Laurel Elementary School, 

no shoulder parking is allowed 
until 300 feet before the school. 
Then, for some reason, shoulder 
parking is 
a l lowe d . 
When cars 
are parked 
t h e r e , 
which is the 
case during 
drop-off, 
ch i ldren 
biking to 
school are 
forced off 
the shoul-
der into the busy street to reach 
the school’s guarded crosswalk.
 It seems that extending the 
existing 0.4-mile no-parking 
zone by 300 feet would be a good 
idea, thus allowing the children 
to safely reach the crosswalk 
into the school property.
 This short stretch of road is 
unfortunately outside the city’s 
jurisdiction and is maintained 
by the county of San Mateo. 
The county’s public works 

department is unwilling to 
correct this problem created 
by allowing shoulder parking 
on this short stretch.
 I have been working on this 
issue since September and have 
not been able to make progress 
with the county. Now I have pub-
lished the video I provided to the 
county that shows my daughter 
navigating on her bike through 
these obvious safety issues. You 
can find the link to the video on 
the Almanac’s Town Square site 
(www.almanacnews.com) in an 
article about bike safety at Laurel 
Elementary School.
 As a father, I hope that our 
community cares enough for 
the safety of our children to 
take action on this issue.

Manfred Kopisch lives on 
O’Connor Street in Menlo 
Park.

The video and additional com-
ments on this issue can be found 
in Town Square: Go to Alman-
acNews.com, click on View All 
Posts, and find Bike Safety at 
Laurel Elementary School in the 
Schools & Kids category.

ww
w .comRespond to

Letters to the Editor
posted on 

Town Square at 
AlmanacNews.com
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Bike safety at Laurel School
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grow?
Advertising in the Almanac can help
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Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.

99 Orchard Hills, Atherton
Grandly proportioned Tudor retreat & guest cottage

Offered at $3,950,000

14 Shasta Lane, Menlo Park
Flowing design on two levels with tremendous recreation room

Offered at $4,100,000

31 Fairview Avenue, Atherton
New Bob Owen home and cabaña

Offered at $ 10,900,000

1610 Oakdell Drive, Menlo Park
Intricately detailed three-level residence on a prime corner lot

Offered at $3,850,000

S O L D

Coldwell Banker 

#1 Agent 2006, Mid-Peninsula

Top 10, Internationally

650 329 6645

tlemieux@cbnorcal.com

tomlemieux.com

P E N D I N G S O L D

S O L D

Atherton

 Single-story 
updated home 

on over one acre in 
Lindenwood area

C O M I N G  S O O N

Menlo Park

Private, 
contemporary-style 

3-bedroom, 
2-bath home

Menlo Park

Updated two-story 
6-bedroom, 4.5-bath 

home with pool


