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REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 e
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difference between finding a house and a home. e ALTORS

| ATHERTON

This home has been totally
i remodeled. Main house has
4bd/ 4.5ba, the guest house has

a sauna, full bath and wet bar.
Formal LR and DR are great for
| entertaining. The large great room

1 with a fabulous wine bar is the
center of attention. A gourmet
kitchen with state-of-the-art
appliances, granite countertops,
andcustom cherry cabinetry. Out
back you'll find a golfer’s paradise
putting, chipping and sand trap.

$2,875,000

PORTOLA VALLEY

I The open floorplan is well-suited

for gracious entertaining as well as
everyday relaxation. Nicely updated
country kitchen, elegant formal rooms
are balanced by a vaulted bonus room
| with inviting rear deck. The sparkling

| swimming pool has a sunny lounging
patio. 4 bedrooms with master suite
provides a bright and spacious oasis
at the end of the day along with 2.5-
bathrooms. This prime home offers a
peaceful sense of privacy with views of
the mountains.

$2,195,000

PALO ALTO

Spacious 4bd/ 3ba townhouse
completely remodeled with custom
finishes. 2 fireplaces with French
marble mantels; remodeled kitchen
and bathrooms; large wrap around
patio; several balconies upstairs
and one has a spiral staircase to the
garden downstairs; koi pond with
waterfall; large open common area;
2 car underground parking, and
best of all, in downtown Palo Alto.

$1,695,000

apr.com | WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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& FREE Showroom Design Consultation & Lifetime Warranty
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Obituary

B Duane Cronin: Perhaps ‘the most talented
small winemaker’ in U.S. Page 10

Community

M Rotary Club of Menlo Park awards
$68,000 in scholarships. Page 12

Also Inside

Calendar ........ccevveeenereneecneeeas. 30
Letters «oovveeeneneeneeneeeeeeeneeneenns 27
Obituaries .. .ccoveeeeneeneeneeeeneeneenns 25
Policecalls.......cociveeieiiennennnnnnnn. 25
) 171) 25
Viewpoint .......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiieennnnes 26

CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

For Classified ads, call 854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213

Display advertising: Ext. 233

Fax: 854-0677

On the cover

Is there anyone around here who isn’t obsessed
with wine? The Midpeninsula is a hotbed of wine
connoisseurs and collectors, but in some cases,
the fine wine is getting too valuable to drink.
Photo illustration by Veronica Weber. Story
begins on Page 14.
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Is your
addiction
hurting
anyone?
Wy

THE SEQUOIA CENTER helps families recover the
balance in their lives from the effects of abusing alcohol

and other drugs. Our services are offered in a warm and caring
environment by trained staff dedicated to helping individuals
gain control over their lives.

The Sequoia Center is licensed through
the State of California to deliver:

—Call today 1-800-997-5504
to schedule a free, confidential
assessment with one
of our Specialists.

sequoia
q CENTER
CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY TREATMENT SERVICES
650 Main Street, Redwood City
2660 Solace Place, Suite A, Mountain View
800-997-5504 » www.sequoiacenter.com

o Medical Detoxification
 Quipatient Treatment (Day & Evening)
® Residential Treatment

o Integrated Behavioral Health
Programs /Partial Hospitalization

/Day Treatment
M 2%
CcC
=
HEALTH - HOPE - RECOVERY
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R RS DELI P G

ROBERTS Grilled Asparagus

\;:q.{f.ft’ﬁz
W A TOWN MARKET PLACE .
3015 WOODSIDE ROAD with Parmesan

WOODSIDE, CA 94062 Cheese

650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

‘ Sale Dates: March 28, 29, 30, 31 \ Roasted Red
WWW. r;Jbertsmark,et.c’om ’ Potatoes

¥ T Grilled Moroccan
i;w b PRODUCE b Lamb Kabobs
ASPARAGUS °1.79.
Always Fresh S
SPRING MIX S 52.99,
Tasty ,,,? )
CANTALOUPE =™ 59¢.
Crisp and Sweet ‘
ORGANIC FUJI APPLES | 51.99.

Of Singular Importance

I n order for a spirit to be designated a single malt Scotch, the world's premier
whiskey, it must meet three requirements. First, the word "single" indicates the
whiskey was made in only one distillery and has not been blended with products
from elsewhere. Second, the term "malt" means that only barley malt was used in

the whiskey's production, infused with water, fermented with yeast, and distilled 1% NG ]
in a pot. No other grain or fermentable material is acceptable. Finally, the term : é Z%g[@ % a [ 1S

"Scotch" deems that the whiskey was distilled and matured in Scotland. Those Gere are a few selections from our extensive inventory of single
spirits that bear the name single malt Scotch are the most natural of spirits, formed malts. These are some of the better known "classics.” We also

more than any other by their environment and revered for their character. have many other more rare selections for your consideration.
emon can really make a lot of different food and drinks a little better. At Please stop by for your single malt needs..

ROBERTS MARKET, we carry a wide variety of fresh fruits and vegetables
including lemons. Our seasonal produce is beautifully displayed in our large Glenmorangie  Highland 10 yr $36.99
produce department. And remember that we feature the finest produce, meats, Bowmore Islay 12yr $39.99
poultry, and seafood available in the area, and we have a great selection of mari- Highland Park ~ Orkney Islands 12 yr $48.99
nades which help change the taste of your favorite meats. Macallan Highland 12yr $49.99

Hnt: Single malt Scotch must be matured. in wood in Scotland for at least three years. Dalwhinnie Highland 15 yr $59.99
Talisker Isle of Skye 10 yr $59.99
Springbank  Cambletown 10 yr $69.99

PO CROCERY # @O G N lagailin ~ Islay 16 yr $79.99

g 99¢
oz. - Also Lean - Energy - Elix ngOULTRY /SE AFOOD VW%
CELESTE FOUR CHEESE PIZZA $1.49 — Special This Week at Roberts —

5 oz. - Also Pepperoni

GREN GIANT NIBLET CORN 89¢ | W aaken coroonBEy <2 $6.50
SINPLY POTATOES SHREDDED HASH BROWNS 1 40 MARINATEDTRITP © > $8.98 .

20 oz.

CHEX TRADITIONAL SNACK MIX $1.79 | [ CHICKEN WEINGTON .. > 58,50

8 oz. — Also Bugles Original Flavor

GLAD DRAWSTRING TALL KTCHEN GARBAGEBAGS 53 g | llPRoscutroGoupa &+ $7.50 s

22 Count

VIBS - DELI
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Atherton famlly sues to live in new house

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

ince they moved out of their
Sold home in February, the

King family has been mov-
ing every few days, bunking with
friends and sleeping in hotels, while
their newly built home in Atherton
stands empty.

The Kings are suing the town
of Atherton for the right to live in
their new home, saying they were
unfairly swept into the turmoil
surrounding the town’s building
department. Their property was
flagged as possibly having “irregu-
larities” with its permits when
the department was undergoing
internal audits last year.

In October, when the new home
was nearly complete, the town told
the couple that it was stopping its
inspections of the structure — the
first indication the Kings had that
there was a problem, they said.
That notification essentially shut
down the project.

“T feel like we've been caught in
the middle of something,” said
Charlie King. “Tve been spear-
heading this project, and I told my
wife we would be in by Christmas.
I told her, T really feel like I failed
you.”

The problem, according to town
officials, is that the King family’s
home on a hillside property on Tall-
wood Court has a basement that
protrudes too far above ground,
and as a result, the two-story-plus-
basement house is essentially a
three-story house that exceeds the
maximum size allowed.

Leslie King said they had wanted
to avoid a lawsuit at all costs,
but finally felt they had no other
choice. The Kings are asking the
court to force Atherton to conduct
a final inspection and issue a cer-

Charlie and Leslie King fix breakfast for their kids, Evan, age 7, Grace, 5, and Will (seated), 11, at their temporary quarters in Leslie’s parents’
house in San Mateo. They are suing Atherton for the right to live in their newly built house on Tallwood Court.

tificate of occupancy so they can
live in their new house.

“Their position is, they didn’t
intend to violate the law and if any-
thing was missed, it’s the fault of
the town official who was check-
ing the plans,” explains Atherton
City Attorney Marc Hynes. “Our
position is, even if that were true,
even if an official made a mistake,
it doesn’t give you the ability to
obtain a violation of the zoning

ordinances. It’s the community
that suffers when there’s a zoning
code violation, and it shouldn’t
suffer because of an error in cal-
culation.”

Mr. King said they’ve had
months of back and forth with
city officials and thought they were
close to a resolution when they
received a nuisance abatement
letter from Atherton on February
9 telling them they had 30 days to

resolve the problem.

“It’s an unfixable problem. We’d
have to tear the house down,” he
said. “Our position is that no judge
in his right mind would require us
to tear the house down.”

According to Atherton’s regula-
tions, a basement cannot protrude
more than two feet above ground
oritisnolonger considered a base-
ment. Depending on the method-
ology used to calculate the average

natural grade—a calculation used
to determine “ground-level” on
hillside properties — the Kings’
house is either a couple of inches
or more than a foot higher than
allowed, said Mr. Hynes.

In Atherton, basements are
considered bonus square footage
that is not counted against the
maximum size of the house. If the

See TALLWOOD, page 23

By Marjorie Mader

Almanac Staff Writer

lans to expand Menlo Park’s
POak Knoll School by add-
ing a multi-use building, a
two-story classroom complex, a
staff parking area and a large field
raised concerns of neighbors and
support from parents when con-
ceptual plans were presented for
the first time at a board meeting
March 19.
About 50 people, mostly neigh-

B Some oppose a new parking lot that would
replace a grassy play area.

bors, listened to the district’s
presentation, and focused the dis-
cussion quickly on the future of
the grassy area at the front of the
school, now used as a community
playground. Under the plan, the
grassy area would be replaced
with a paved staff parking lot.

Other concerns revolved
around traffic problems and the
student drop-off and pick-up
area.

The Menlo Park City School

District is developing plans for all
four of its school sites to accom-
modate a projected enrollment
boom.

Oak Knoll, which serves kin-
dergartners through fifth-graders
living west of El Camino Real, is
situated on an 8.9-acre triangular
site in a residential area bordered
by Oak Knoll Lane, Oak Avenue
and Vine Street.

The school opened in 1951 with
260 students, nine classrooms, a
kindergarten and a multi-pur-
pose room. Now there are 707
students, and enrollment is pro-
jected to increase to 725 students

Proposed Oak Knoll School site plan raises neighbors’

when school opens Aug. 23.

Reorganization plans call for
decreasing or “capping” Oak
Knoll’s enrollment at 680 to 690
students by increasing the capac-
ity at Encinal School, which will
expand from a grade 3-5 school
toa K-5.

Over the years, more class-
rooms and 14 portable build-
ings have been added in a linear
arrangement as enrollment has
grown at Oak Knoll. The exist-
ing development limits options
for expansion because it divides
the site, leaving areas on either
side of the existing classrooms for

concerns

development.

Portable classrooms will go
away under the conceptual plan.
This plan envisions a new, two-
story multi-use building with a
10-classroom complex for fourth-
and fifth -grades toward the front
of the campus and set back from
Oak Avenue. There would be an
85-foot buffer between the build-
ing and the street.

A staff parking lot with an
entrance on Oak Avenue would
be adjacent to the building. The
parking lot would replace the

See OAK KNOLL, page 8
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Thank You Las Lomitas Residents
for Voting Yes On Measure P

Committee for Las Lomitas Schools

Yes on Measure P

A special thank you to all of our supporters, donors, and volunteers!

‘A._.‘ Mary Beth Dorst, Alain Pinel
ALAIN PINEL Maggie Heilman, Alain Pinel

Steve Bellumori, Coldwell Banker El Camino Real
Karen Fryling, Coldwell Banker Santa Cruz Avenue

coLbweLL
BANKER O

Elected & Community Leaders
State Senator Joe Simitian
State Assemblyman Ira Ruskin
Kelly Fergusson, Menlo Park City Council
John C. Boyle, Menlo Park City Council
Heyward Robinson, Menlo Park City Council
Barbara Boles, President, League of Women
Voters of So. San Mateo County
John Sakrison, Sharon Heights HOA
William C. Tarr D.C., Past President, Menlo
Park Chamber of Commerce

Organizations
California School Employees’ Association
La Entrada PTA
Las Lomitas Education Association
Las Lomitas Education Foundation
Las Lomitas PTA
League of Women Voters of Southern San
Mateo County

Campaign Committee Chairs
Marci Coggins—Co-Chair*®
Beth Henninger—Co-Chair*

Michelle Dillabough*
Craig Falkenhagen*
Bert Fornaciari*
Linda Fornaciari®
Karen Grove*
Janet Holbrook
Kim Johnston
Kim Kuczon
Kathleen Liston
Pat McVeigh*

Terri Muschott
Margaret Perrone
Paula Rash*

Lauren Sabatini
Angela Sherry
Honore Siri
Mary Ann Somerville®
Mona Sowiski*
Margaret Tao
Marti Tedesco*
Libby Tyree-Taylor®
Mary Wright
Lee Ann Yasukawa*
Public Affairs Associates

Current & Former Las Lomitas School
Board Trustees
Leslie Airola-Murveit
Lynette Aitkin
Lee Anderson®
David Bailard*
Bob Barrett
Jerry Finch
Hal Louchheim
Elyce Haskell*
Penny Howell
Jamie Schein
Stephen Sowiski*
Mary Wachtel
Elaine Berlin White

Current & Former Las Lomitas &
La Entrada PTA Presidents
Ellen Altick
Julie Bell
Lori Brockman*
Darlene Bellumori
Virginia Chang-Kiraly
Katie Chilton
Judi Finch
Karen Fryling
Judy Hood
Carol Ida
Susan Martin
Susie Martini
Suzanne Mitchell
Mary Beth Oppenheimer
Juli Parker
Mary Pless*

Kim Selby
Adrienne Smith

Kristin Smith
Elaine Taylor
Jill Wegenstein
Karen Zechnich

Las Lomitas Education Foundation
Diane Brandt
Leigh Johnson®
Gloria Principe®
Bracken Richardson
Karen Schultz
Suzanne Vuko

District Residents & Parents
Bill Abbott
Marsha Abbott
Deborah Abel
Dan Aquiar
Terry Aguiar
Joe Amato
Suzanne Amato
Anne Anderson*
Brenda Avery
Regan Avery
Lauren Bailard*
Ashley Banks
Jim Batchelder
Nicole Batchelder
Greg Becker
Michelle Becker
Brent Beigan
Stella Beigan
Steve Bellamy
Darlene Bellumori
Mediratta Bharat
Inder S. Bhasin
Elizabeth Blair*
Tracey Bobrowicz
Colin Bodell
Lynn Bodell
Susan Briggs
John Briggs
Ivan Brockman*
Peter Brown
Heather Buhr*
Al Camarillo
Susan Camarillo
Michael Chai
Lisa Chambers
Eileen Chan*
Amy Cheun*
Alice Chiang
Roger Choplin
Corey Coggins
Susie Cohen*
Dottie Congleton
Paul Congleton
Laurie C. Conner
Randy Cook*
Tamara Cook*
Julian Cortella
Morris Creeger
Mike Curtis
Leslie Curtis
Robert Dean
Trina Dean
Gary Dillabough*
Maria Doktorczyk
Mike Doktorczyk
Chris Dorst
Denise Dowsett
Elyse Dunnahoo*
Kevin Efrusy
Molly Efrusy
Sally Falkenhagen*
Massimiliano Fatica
Ken Fenyo*
Mark Flegel
Amy Friedberg
Malcolm Friedberg
Jeff Fryling
Kristin Galvin
Mike Galvin
Cal Garcia
Kathy Glass

Mike Glass
Mike Goodkind
Marion Goodkind
Diane Gow
Glenn Gow
Mark Greenstein
Renee Greenstein
Rusty Griner
Susan Griner
Greg Gump
Patricia Gump
Nancy Hahn*
Marcia Hakanson
Kent Hakanson
Gil Hanoch
George Haskell*
Maggie Heilman
Derek Henninger
Bill Heye
Joan Heye
Gabrielle Higgins
Brian Huckins
Jim Ida
Roy Johnson*®
Michael Kaluzhinsky
Irina Kaluzhinsky
Russell Kao*
Peter Katz*
Jeanette Kennedy
Kevin Kennedy
David King*
Michelle King*
Bill Kirsch*
Risé Krag
Lorraine Kramer
Anne La Plante
Jim La Plante
Heidi Larsen*
Beth Ann Lico

Dan Lind
Maria Lind
Alex Liston

Laurel Leone
David F. Low*
ShiWin Ma
James Madden
Carol Maibach*
Todd Maibach*
Meg Marks*®
Jim Marshall*
Kim Marshall*
Paul Martin*
Cathy Mathews*
Gretchen Mathews
Kurk Mathews*
Robert Mathews
Duncan Matteson
Shirley Matteson
Patrick McVeigh*
Bharat Mediratta
Renee Meil
Kim Mitchell
Jay Mitchell
David Mohler
Carolyn Mone
Aaron Morris
Chuck Muenzen
Kelly Muenzen
Alan Muschott
Al Neiman
Ingrid Neiman
Hamid Nikararesh
Raquel Nikararesh
Cynthia Nomikos
Mania Nowzad*
Pejman Nowzad*
Tom O'Connell
John O'Farrell*
Frances Ogle
H. Kelly Ogle
Robert Olds
Gregory Olsen®
Bill Onderdonk
Peter Oppenheimer

Jennifer Overholt
E. John Park*
John Parker
Susan Petersen

Mr. and Mrs. John Pickart

Ben Pless*
Anna Plume*
Stephen Plume*
Charles Prober*

Lauren Bachrach Prober*

Scott Rash*
Diane Regonnini®
Todd Regonnini*

Alice Richards*
Bracken Richardson
Cynthia Richardson
Kenneth Richardson
Matalie Richardson

Lennie Roberts

Mike Roberts
Heidi Roizen

John Sakrison

Carla Sakrison

Mike Sartor

Peter Schein

Jeff Scheuch*

Debbie Scheuch*
Lee Scheuer
Lauren Schoenthaler
Steve Schultz
Susan Schultz
Kent Seymour*
Tracy Seymour®

Dawn Simons

Adrienne Smith
Gregory C. Smith

Marty Smith

Janet Sommer*

Rick Sommer*

Robert Spanner

Bil Steinmetz

Mark Stevens*®

Mary Stevens®

Diana Sunshine

Barry Taylor*

Jeff Tedesco

Lucia Tedesco

Cindy Tipton*

Keri Tully

Griff Tully
Charlotte Turner

Harry Turner
Latricia Turner
John Vuko
John Wachtel
Linda Waisser
Mark Waisser
Barry Weingast*
Ed Wes
Shirley Wes
Steve Westly*
Carolee White*
Jennifer Windsor
Jay Wohlgemuth
Dana Wohlgemuth
Ben Woods
Ellen Woods
Rich Worthington
John Yandle
Heather Yandle
Aki Yoshikawa*
Nancy Yoshikawa*
Anita Yu*

Las Lomitas & La Entrada

Teachers & Staff
Judy Ackerman
John Akers
Jodi Brown
Dee Brummett
Diane Campbell
Seth Ceely
Noreen Chin
Carol Clark
Colin Cooper

Mary Cooper
Leanne Cummins
Tara DeCristoferi

Pattie Dullea

Mike Dumbra

Dorian Dunne
Ashley Eastman

Angie Ertola

John Ertola

Barbara Fong
Steve Gallagher
Tami Gangelhoff

Maya Giamona
Susan Gogas
Diane Goldman
Efren Gonzalez
Lynelle Gordon

Beebe Gorrie

Janet Gregori

Carol Hedges

Linda Hoffman

Joy Iwanaga
Maggie Janssen
Grayland Jones

Sherry Jones
Nancy Kaneshiro

Patrick Kelly

Sharon Kelly
Mamie Kiyohara

Laurie Knapp

Eric Kruger

Jean Lamson

Lesli Leong

Susan Logie

Nicole Lycett
Kristin MacInnes
Maria Marchi
Shirley Martin*
Jill McCreadie
Erika McElroy
Grace Medina-Chow
Suzanne Mitchell
Dee Modderman
Jennifer Montalvo
Shelley Moran
Doe Myers
Brenda Nixon

Anne Oakes

Jill Ohline

Robert Olds

Nancy Olson
Melanie Passovoy
Heather Peterson
Fehmeen Picetti

Jason Picetti

Michelle Pitt

Barbara Porro

Wally Powell

Kristine Reis

Diane Rhein

Diana Romley

Marja Rudge

Mimi Sabo
Beverly St. John

Sandra Sale

Sue Sartor

Darrell Sasagawa
Ed Sena
Patricia Skjervheim
Marie Stosz
Katie Sullivan
Christine Terborgh
Jennifer Thelen
Bobbie Thielmann
Whitney Thwaite
Joanne Tinkham
Gerald Traynor
Michelle Walcoff
Rease Walsh
Catherine Wedge
Kellie Yoon
David Zieper
(partial list)

***% Denotes a financial contributor to the campaign

Paid for by Committee for Las Lomitas Schools, 2160 Camino A Los Cerros, Menlo Park, CA 94025, ID# 1292589
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Shirley Martin plans to resign as

Las Lomitas district superintendent

B The call to come “home” was too hard to resist, she says.

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

a wrenching affair, particularly when you
like where you are but feel compelled to go
somewhere else.

“I'think it’s all about going home,” said Shirley
Martin, the recently appointed and soon-to-be-
departing superintendent of the Las Lomitas
Elementary School District. “If it weren’t for
Millbrae (School District), I would not go to
any other district.

“I am so fortunate to have had the opportu-
nity to be part of (the
Las Lomitas) district,
to serve this district,”
she told the Almanac
last week after pub-
licly announcing her
resignation. “What a
resource we have in our
parents. .. I've made
new friends and new
acquaintances that will
carry on.”

Ms. Martin said she
notified the school
board of her intent to
resign on March 9.

On August 1, Ms. Martin will take over
as superintendent in the Millbrae district, a
group she was a part of for six years, “building
programs there as a team.” The Millbrae team
“was really a family unit working very closely
together,” she said.

As director of instruction and curriculum, she
left Millbrae last July to head the Las Lomitas
district, but now, that family has asked her to
come back. Ms. Martin said she was not inter-
viewed for the Millbrae superintendent’s posi-
tion, nor did she face competition from other
candidates. “T was pursued,” she admitted,
wanting to be factual but not boastful.

During her remaining months with the Las
Lomitas district, Ms. Martin will be one of
several district officials to interview candidates
to replace retiring La Entrada Middle School
Principal Dee Brummett.

l eaving one workplace for another can be

The tenure kerfuffle
In her eight months in the district, one notable
incident involved a decision by the Board of Trust-

says Superintendent

ees to reject a recommendation by Ms. Martin
— in concert with La Entrada Middle School
Assistant Principal Pattie Dullea and, at one
point, Principal Brummett, Ms. Martin said — to
deny tenure to Michael Dumbra, La Entrada’s
Latin teacher and seventh-grade core teacher.

Without tenure, Mr. Dumbra would have
been forced to leave La Entrada at the end of
this school year. But La Entrada students, for-
mer students, parents and teachers rallied to his
defense ata March 9 school board meeting, and
in a unanimous decision, the board granted
him tenure.

Asked about lingering aftereffects at La Entrada,
Ms. Martin said she
wasn'’t aware of any.

“I think the staff is
moving forward from
that situation,” she
said. “I don’t see it as
an ongoing situation.
I have the utmost
faith in the staff and
their professionalism.
... They are focused
on what’s best for the
children and how they
can work together to
ensure they continue
to have outstanding programs.”

I think it’s all
about going home,’

Shirley Martin.

A bigger district

At Millbrae, Ms. Martin will replace Karen
Philip, who, in January, was named deputy
superintendent at the San Mateo County Office
of Education, effective August 1.

The Millbrae district is bigger than the Las
Lomitas district. It has four elementary schools
and one middle school; Las Lomitas has one of
each type of school.

Ms. Martin’s time at Las Lomitas will add to
a 36-year career in education that, in Califor-
nia, has included positions as middle school
teacher, learning coordinator, acting principal
and principal, she said.

She has a doctorate in institutional manage-
ment from Pepperdine University; a master’s
degree in education with an administrative
credential from California State University,
Fullerton; and a bachelor’s degree in education
from the Oregon College of Education. She was
an adjunct professor with La Jolla-based
National University. B

REAL ESTATE Q&A =

by Gloria Darke & o

Nobody's business

-

Q. Dear Gloria, We recently purchased a
home in this area. We were just transferred
here from another state and my husband
was due to start his job the first of April so
we needed to get settled. There were so few
homes to choose from that we ended up
spending a lot more than we had intended.
We would prefer to keep the price we paid
for our property private but have been told
by our realtor that it has to be published in
your local multiple listings. I don’t consider
this to be anyone’s business but ours. Why
does that have to be made public and how
can I prevent this from happening?

— Jane Harper, Menlo Park

A. Dear Jean, This has actually become
quite an issue, not just in our board or in
California but all over the U.S. I can’t speak
for others boards but I can tell you that it is
the rule of our Multiple Listing Service that
if you use the service, and this is presumably
how you found your home, that the sales
price information belongs to the Multiple

Listing Service. If the price is withheld by
the listing agent, who is responsible for the
reporting, the agent is fined on a monthly
basis and the Multiple listing service privi-
leges are denied said agent until that price
is disclosed. Even though it is your house
and your seemingly private information, the
listing information and sales information
belongs to the board. T absolutely can see
it from your point of view; however, your
realtor and all of us have the ability not only
to come up with a listing price for our clients
who are putting their homes on the market,
but to advise buyers like you as to what and
why a property is worth based on compa-
rable sales in the neighborhood. In addition,
appraisers look to the MLS for sales informa-
tion to appraise a property for a lender who is
granting a loan to buyers like you.

Even though most people would not go to
these lengths, the information is of public record
at the county recorders office. So sorry to say, like
most information any more, very little is private.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me
at gdarke@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free

market analysis of your property.

GOLDEN JUBILEE

Treasure Market

Arts, Antiques & Collectibles Sale
Benefiting Cantor Arts Center
at Stanford University

March 30 - April 1
Arrillaga Center for Sports
and Recreation

341 Galvez St.

Stanford University

Friday, March 30t

Opening Night Party & Sale
Silent Auction featuring

a new Lexus!

6:30 pm - 9:30 pm

$50 Members

$75 Non-Members

Saturday, March 31
10:00 am — 4:00 pm
Free Admission

Sunday, April 1%
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Free Admission

Opening Night tickets are limited. Call 650.723.2997

Margaret Brush wins ‘achievement’ award
The SRI Organon

Toastmasters Club
recently honored

o ) All proceeds benefit the Art Acquisition Fund at the
cil’s work Serving Cantor Arts Center at Stanford
Bay Area children

and their families

museum.stanford.edu/TM

Atherton resident coping with health  typical school environment for
Margaret  Mei- and developmental various reasons. The Children’s
er Brush with its challenges. Health Council addresses the
“Communication She has raised needs of those children.”
and Achievement funds for the coun- The club presents its award
Award.” cil since the early annually to a local leader who
Ms. Brush is |0 1990s. “Ibelievein ~ “uses communication skills to
president of the Margaret Brush their values,” says serve the community; advances

Children’s Health
Council Auxiliary, a volunteer
group that supports the coun-

Ms. Brush. “As a
former teacher, I found that
not every child fits easily into a

a cause, idea or business; effects
change; or improves the lives of
others.”
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District discloses plans for Oak Knoll School

OAK KNOLL

continued from page 5

grassy area at the front of the
school that has been used as open
space and a community play-
ground after school hours.

The plan also calls for a large
athletic play area in back, a revised
student drop-off and pick-up area
in front, and reconfigured park-
ing with a total of 79 spaces — an
increase of 13. Existing classrooms
would be modernized and there
would be extensive landscaping.

Public reaction

Parent Mark Box credited the
design team for doing a “great job.”
He urged trustees to get the project
started as fast as they can because
“the kids already are here.”

“This has been an awaken-
ing process for me,” said Cherie
Bogard, a neighbor on the Oak
Knoll facility committee. “This is
a pretty urban campus, and were
in an urban area. There are trade-
offs.”

Parent Jill Morgan said, “T hate
the idea of paving over the front
playground.” She suggested relo-
cating the parking lot along Vine
Street, saying that neighbors on
Oak Avenue and Oak Knoll Lane
will have to bear enough of a bur-
den with the two-story building
proposed for that section of the
site.

Neighbor Ed Davila, who lives on
Oak Knoll Lane, also spoke in sup-
port of keeping the grass field area
— “a precious resource” for the
community where parents bring
their toddlers to play. Instead, he
suggested that the district explore
the option of using an easement
(granted by Stanford University)
along Vine Street as ingress and
egress to the school so a parking
lot could be built in back.

Parent Kurt Hafer, an Oak
Avenue neighbor, said he was
disturbed the district would turn
a play area into a staff parking lot.

Menlo Park City Council mem-
ber John Boyle asked the board to
“enlighten us on what we can do or
not do on Vine Street.”

After lengthy negotiations about
10 years ago, Stanford University
granted the Menlo Park districtan
easement across its narrow strip of
land between Vine Street and the
Oak Knoll boundary. The district
is responsible for landscaping and
maintaining the easement. Part of
the easement was to be used for
ingress and egress to the staff park-
ing lot that was developed off Vine
Street as part of the 1995 facility
bond measure. There was to be no
other direct access to the school
from Vine Street.

Superintendent Ken Ranella
responded during the meeting that
he would explore further the ease-
ment agreement with Stanford,

check with the former consultant
for the earlier bond project, and
clarify the details of the easement.
None of the current board
members were on the school board
during the time of the easement
negotiations, and Mr. Ranella was
not the district’s superintendent.

Traffic/child care

“Traffic studies need to be
done,” said parent Laurie Gold-
man, referring to the “hazardous
environment” for kids walking
and biking to school.

Superintendent Ken Ranella
assured her that whatever the
district plans, there will be traf-
fic studies and an environmental
review.

Kim Guthrie, a member of the
Oak Knoll site design committee,
said later that there was a small
group of vocal neighbors who had
strong feelings about keeping the
front grassy play area and were
willing to trade more parking
space and a more efficient pick-
up lane for keeping the play area.
“We're planning on the best way
to operate our school,” she said.

A few parents also raised the
issue of the district providing on-
site child care facilities. This topic
is scheduled to be discussed at a
Wednesday, April 4, board meet-
ing, starting at 7 p.m. in the district
office, Mr. Ranella said.

Trustees’ comments

Trustees, after listening to public
comment, discussed their views.

“I'think the design plan the team
has come up with makes the most
use of the site” for students and the
operation of school, said Trustee
Laura Rich. She also is a member
of the district’s facility committee.
She suggested that the planners
look at having different entrances
for pedestrians and bicyclists.
Along with the other trustees, she
agreed the district needs a clearer
understanding of the Vine Street
easement.

Trustee Jeff Child said he was
surprised that Oak Knoll neigh-
bors wanted to decrease on-site

KINDERGARTEN
PLAY AREA

MULTI-USE/
CLASSROOMS

OAK KNOLL SCHOOL proposed site plan

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION

MODERNIZATION OR
NEW CONSTRUCTION

PLAYFIELD

13341S INIA

Schematic site plan/Deems Lewis McKinley

Oak Knoll School in Menlo Park will continue as a K-5 school with some major changes under the district’s
reorganization plan. Key features: a new, two-story multi-use building connected to a two-story grade 4-5
complex with 10 new classrooms, and near a proposed staff parking area off Oak Avenue. The new staff
parking area is opposed by Oak Knoll Lane and Oak Avenue neighbors because it would replace a grassy play
area used by their children. The plan would result in a larger playfield in back, an improved student drop-off
and pick-up area in front, modernization of existing buildings, and reconfigured parking with 13 more spaces.

parking, which, he said, is the
opposite position taken by neigh-
bors near Hillview Middle School.

Oak Knoll School’s proposed
conceptualsite plan for expand-
ing facilities at the K-5 school in
Menlo Park will not be on the
agenda for the Wednesday,
April 4, board meeting of the
Menlo Park City School Dis-
trict.

Superintendent Ken Ranella
said on Friday that more time
is needed for the staff to further
study the issues and analysis of
the Oak Knoll plan.

“We need to circle back
and review some of the ear-

Oak Knoll plan not on April 4 agenda

lier options discussed” for Oak
Knoll, he said.

Trustees face a full agenda at
their April 4 meeting, which
starts at 7 p.m. in the dis-
trict office. They are likely to
approve the preliminary plans
for Encinal and Laurel school
in order to move the master
planning process forward.

Also on the agenda will be
a discussion of the concept of
providing child care facilities
in the district in response to
parents’ recent requests.
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During public meetings on the
Hillview plan, neighbors said they
wanted to get more traffic off the
street and into lots at the school,
and to improve the drop-off and
pick-up area.

“We've got to improve the traf-
fic flow,” said Trustee Bruce Ives.
He suggested routing bicyclists off
Oak Avenue and Oak Knoll Lane
and onto safer streets, and encour-
aging “safer routes” to school for
bikers and walkers.

Trustee Deborah Fitz said she
wants the board to consider
relocating some of the parking
that is proposed near the front
of the school and think through
the traffic issue for pedestrian,
bikers and cars.

“There are trade-offs,” said board
President Terry Thygesen. “T want
us to think long and hard about

maximizing the playing space.”
She said she believes the larger
playfield would be an important
addition to the campus and would
be used by students and the com-
munity.

“I don’t love the idea of putting
down pavement for a tiny window
of time in the morning and after-
noon” for student drop-off and
pick-up, she said.

H INFORMATION

For more information about Oak
Knoll facility plans, go to www.
mpcsd.org. On the left, click on
“Facility Development” and the
sub-link “Primary Schools.” Then
click on the “pdf” file link for the
March 19 meeting. To send com-
ments to the trustees, e-mail
board@mpcsd.org.
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SM County supes set to reject
Stanford’s Alpine Road trail

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

fter more than a year of
study and fierce local
opposition, the San

Mateo County Board of Supervi-
sors appears ready to turn down
Stanford’s offer to finance a trail
along Alpine Road — along with
$8.4 million Stanford offered
to build what neighbors and
opponents call the “Alpine Road
sidewalk.”

Supervisors Rich Gordon and
Jerry Hill concluded in a four-
page memo March 20: “It is
not in the interest of San Mateo
County and the region to accept
this offer”

The full board will consider
formally rejecting Stanford’s
proposed trail, and the money to
pay for it, at its regular meeting
Tuesday, March 27, at 10 a.m. at
400 County Center, at the cor-
ner of Bradford and Hamilton
streets in Redwood City.

Stanford’s offer to pay for a
16-foot multi-purpose trail in
San Mateo County stems from
its general use permit from Santa
Clara County in 2000, which
allowed Stanford to add almost
5,000 square feet of new building
on campus. As mitigation, Stan-
ford was required to build and
maintain two recreational trails,
one north and west of campus.

Rather than build the northwest
trail on its own open lands, Stan-
ford chose to plan it across San
Francisquito Creek in unincorpo-
rated San Mateo County and Por-
tola Valley, from the Menlo Park
border to Arastradero Road.

In rejecting the trail, supervi-
sors Gordon and Hill cite the
necessity of moving Alpine Road
into the bank across from Stan-
ford Weekend Acres to provide
enough room for the proposed
trail, and the massive work that
would be necessary on the creek
between Piers Lane and Ladera,
where the stream comes within a
few feet of the highway.

Instead, the supervisors rec-
ommend allowing the Stanford
money to revert to Santa Clara
County in hopes the county will
establish a program of regional

grants to local agencies that can
be used to mitigate the effects of
Stanford’s development.

The supervisors’ action is
totally independent from Por-
tola Valley, which is planning a
trail within its jurisdiction that
would use $2.83 million offered
by Stanford.

Stanford spokesman Larry
Horton said the university has
no comment at this time. It is
evaluating the memo and con-
sulting with Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties, he said.

Reactions

“Thrilled and ecstatic” were
the adjectives used by Gin-
ger Holt of Stanford Weekend
Acres, the old summer home
community squeezed between
Alpine Road and San Francis-
quito Creek just past the Menlo
Park boundary.

Residents of the 120 homes
have been leaders in opposing the
“sidewalk” for reasons of safety.
They already face scary traffic
getting out of half a dozen exits
onto busy Alpine Road; they fear
additional hazards involving
hikers, bicyclists and even stroll-
ers if the trail is built.

“$8.4 million for 1.6 miles is
just outrageous,” Ms. Holt said.

“This provides an opportunity
to have more efficient use of
funds and greater recreational
impact.”

The Committee for Green
Foothills also welcomed the
board’s anticipated action.
“Stanford tried to get out of
its obligation to build a trail
crossing its land ... by moving
the trail to San Mateo County,”
wrote Executive Director Holly
Van Houten. “This sidewalk
is not wanted by the commu-
nity and is too destructive to the
environment.”

Lennie Robert of Ladera said
she hoped that Santa Clara
County can make the funds
available as soon as possible.
“There are many better uses for
the money than the Alpine Road
sidewalk expansion,” she sad.
“Everybody, including Stanford
residents, wins in the creation of
a grants program that makes the
best use of these funds.”

Meanwhile, the Committee
for Green Foothills has filed an
appeal of the lawsuit it brought
against Stanford’s proposed trail
along Alpine Road because there
had been no environmental
review. The suit was rejected last
October since it had not been
filed within a 30-day limit. &

If the San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors agrees
with the recommendation
of supervisors Rich Gordon
and Jerry Hill and rejects
Stanford University’s offer
of a new $8.4 million trail
along Alpine Road east of
Ladera, it won’t matter much
to the future of that part of
the trail that extends into
Portola Valley.

Stanford has also offered
to spend $2.8 million to
improve Portola Valley’s
one-mile of partially paved
trail that starts at the town’s
border with Ladera, but the
offer is independent of Stan-
ford’s offer to the county as
well as independent of the

Rejection won’t affect PV trail

complications affecting the
county’s trail.

The Portola Valley trail is
rural when compared to the
county’s two-mile stretch
that runs right next to a busy
arterial road and San Fran-
cisquito Creek and homes in
the Stanford Weekend Acres
neighborhood, said Portola
Valley Mayor Ted Driscoll.

“It’s basically a completely
different situation,” he said.

Portola Valley and Stanford
officials hiked the town’s trail
together about three months
ago and the town is awaiting
a plan from Stanford, Mr.
Driscoll said. “We’re hoping
to get less of a sidewalk and
more of a rural trail.”

Collectors invited to show off collections in Portola Valley

Collectors of all types of objects
are invited to share and show their
cherished collections at the first
annual “Portola Valley/Woodside
Collectors’ Night” on Wednesday,
April 4, at Corte Madera School
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Collections include, but are

not limited to: insects, stamps,
coins, quilts, rocks/minerals,
shells, tea pots, photography, art,
automobiles, curios and more.
This inaugural event is sponsored
by the Portola Valley Science and
Nature Committee.

For an application to display

a collection, e-mail teacher
Treena Joi at tjoi@pvsd.net or
pick up one in the Corte Madera
School office.

Set-up will be from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. in the Corte Madera
School multi-use room at 4575
Alpine Road in Portola Valley.

Post news and views on TOWN Square » www.AlmanacNews.com

WOODSIDE VILLAGE
PHARMACY

20% OFF

ALL ITEMS
COSMETICS, HEALTH, BEAUTY, GIFTS, & MUCH MORE

40% OFF

GREETING CARDS PLUS FIXTURES & EQUIPMENT SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE:
As of 3/28,/07, all prescriptions files, records & prescriptions Inventory have been
transferred to: Safeway Pharmacy 850 Woodside Rd., Redwood City telephone (650)365-3682

Woodside Village Pharmacy

3048 Woodside Road, Woodside
Monday-Friday: 10-5, Saturday: 10-4
(650) 851-8881

Community Vay

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Sunday, April 15
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m

Join Stanford University
for a free, fun and

educational, family-oriented

Open House

* Children’'s art and
culture festival

* Art and Science exhibits

* Health fair

* Athletic events

* Music and dance
performances

* Faculty lectures

* Guided tours and more!

For more information, please visit

# http://communityday.stanford.edu
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Duane Cronin: Perhaps ‘the most
talented small winemaker’ in U.S.

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

uane Cronin “decided
Dhow he wanted things to

be — as was typical of his
entire life,” said his sister, Joy Holtz
of Arkansas. As Mr. Cronin battled
the longtime illness that finally
took his life earlier this year, Ms.
Holtz said, he decided that news
of his imminent death should not
be widely publicized, and that his

Common Ground
for Uncommon Minds

m OBITUARY

memorial ser-
vice would be a
private, family
affair.

The Wood-
side resident
and acclaimed
winemaker
died Jan. 14 at

Spring Courses Include:
* Terroir: The Geology and Wines of California
* Philip Roth’s America
* Developing Competitive Business Strategy

* Demystifying New Internet Media

* Beginning Arabic, French, Italian and Spanish
e Up to Date: The Art of Photography Since 1960

Join us at Stanford Continuing Studies, a unique program for Bay Area
adults offering a broad range of courses taught by Stanford’s distinguished
faculty, engaging instructors, and cutting-edge researchers. With offerings
from liberal arts and sciences to professional and personal development,
we encourage you to satisfy your passion for learning. Sign up for a
Stanford Continuing Studies course today!

continuingstudies.stanford.edu

For more information visit
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

Stanford University

age 61. Family and friends gath-
ered at his home for a sad but
“joyous affair” to celebrate his
life on Jan. 20, Ms. Holtz said.
Mr. Cronin launched Cronin
Vineyards in Woodside in 1980,
after leaving behind his career
at IBM. His limited-production
wines — primarily chardonnays,
pinot noirs, cabernet sauvignons
and merlots — won many fol-
lowers among wine lovers favor-
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ing complex wines made in the
Old World tradition.

The wines also won the
approval of many a wine critic.
In a 2004 column in Food &
Wine magazine, Richard Nalley
included the 1999 Cronin cab-
ernet sauvignon in his “10 top
bottles” listing. And he wrote:
“Retired computer consultant
Duane Cronin may just be the
most talented small winemaker
in America. His wines have Old
World balance and proportion
coupled with beautiful Santa
Cruz Mountain fruit.”

“He prided himself on his
wines’ being handcrafted,” noted
brother-in-law Brian Holtz. “He
felt he had to do it all himself.”

For Mr. Cronin, the challenge
wasn’t to make a lot of money,
but to make great wine, Mr.
Holtz said.

Born outside Chicago, Mr.
Cronin earned a bachelor’s
degree in electrical engineering
from Iowa State University. He
worked for IBM for his entire
career in technology.

He began making wine in his
garage soon after buying his

Woodside property off Old La
Honda Road in 1975, his family
said. He was part of the Santa
Cruz Mountains Winegrowers
Association, serving as president
at one point.

His last commercial vintage
of Cronin Vineyards wines was
2000, wines bottled shortly
before the time his illness began
to sap his energy, said his sister,
Joy Holtz. “His standards were
extremely high ... and he wasn’t
up to doing any more (major)
production,” she said.

K&L Wine Merchants in Red-
wood City (klwines.com) has
agreed to purchase the remain-
ing inventory of Mr. Cronin’s
winery and personal collection
to sell, with a portion of each
sale going to the Duane Cronin
Trust. The trust has been set up
to support Mr. Cronin’s two sons
— Joseph, 16, and Samuel, 13
— and contribute to their college
education, Mr. Holtz said.

In addition to his two sons and
the Holtzes, Mr. Cronin is sur-
vived by his wife, Nancy; another
sister, Connie Bradley; and two
nephews and a niece. B

Construction decisions loom
for Portola Valley council

By the time the Portola Valley
Town Council meets at 8 p.m.
Wednesday, March 28, council
members should know whether
they will have access to a $4 mil-
lion line of credit from the county
— money the town may need to
complete funding of a new $20
million Town Center complex.

The five-member San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors
is set to vote on the council’s
request for the line of credit at
its Tuesday, March 27, meeting.
The resolution needs a four-
fifth’s majority to pass.

Groundbreaking is set for
late April and the council faces
decisions on whether to go
ahead with the whole project
as planned or reduce it to fit a
smaller budget. The line of cred-
it is important because the town
will need cash to meet tight con-
struction schedules, said Town
Administrator Angela Howard.

Private donors have given or
pledged $12.3 million, Ms. How-
ard said. The council also set
aside $3 million from the town’s
general fund. If donations don’t
fill the gap — some pledges may
not be fulfilled until 2009 — the
council prefers to borrow money
from the county and pay it back
from property tax revenues plus
about 4 percent interest, Mayor
Ted Driscoll said.

At the Wednesday meeting,
the council is also expected to
discuss the benefits and risks
of going ahead with the whole
project in one phase — a new
Town Hall, library, community
hall and recreation facilities.

Bids for heavy construction
work have come in lower than
expected in staff estimates, Ms.
Howard said. The council is set
to award contracts on heavy
construction at a meeting on
Wednesday, April 4.
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Atherton couple sues to move
historic urns to their new home

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

n Atherton couple has
Aﬁled a lawsuit over a City

Council decision that
prevents the couple from taking
a pair of antique urns with them
to their new home in another
part of town.

The suit against the town of
Atherton is the latest step in the
effort by residents Randy and
Lisa Lamb to win possession of
the cast-iron urns which, they
said, they resurrected in 1999 at
a cost of $10,000 after finding

them in disrepair in the front
yard of their new property at 51
Laburnam Road in the Linden-
wood neighborhood.

The urns, about 5 feet tall on
their pedestals, date from at
least 1937 and were part of the
estate of Silver King James C.
Flood, said Deputy Town Plan-
ner Lisa Costa Sanders in a staff
report. The estate was more
or less defined by the walls of
the Lindenwood neighborhood,
now home to some 76 parcels.

The Lambs had asked for and
received a permit from the Plan-

GM completes land purchase
for new Menlo Park auto mall

General Motors Corp. has
completed the purchase of 22
acres of land at the intersec-
tion Bayfront Expressway and
Willow Road in Menlo Park
for a new auto center, the city
announced March 22.

GM bought the land from
Tyco Electronics, which for
some time has wanted to reduce
its 81-acres research and devel-
opment complex, formerly
owned by Raychem Corp., said
Dave Johnson, the city’s busi-
ness development manager.

The city anticipates that GM
will develop 8.5 acres of the
land for GM dealers (the brands
have yet to be decided) and
then sell the remaining 13.5
acres to non-GM auto dealers

or “complementary destination-
type retail,” Mr. Johnson said.

Mayor Kelly Fergusson said
in a press release that the city
is “poised to renew a critical
revenue stream” from auto sales
taxes, a stream that has sharply
declined in recent years with the
closure of several auto dealers
on El Camino Real.

Under the deal with GM, the city
will give the corporation half of its
sales tax receipts from the sale of
GM cars at the site for 15 years or
until GM receives $10 million.

The first dealerships could
open within 24 to 48 months,
said Mr. Johnson. A traffic study
and environmental review are
required, as is a rezoning from
industrial to commercial use.

Woodside Village Church
installs full-time pastor

After two years without a per-
manent leader, the Woodside
Village Church installed its new
full-time pastor, Michael E. Har-
vey on Sunday.

“Pastor Mike” has been serving
as the Village Church’s part-time,
temporary pastor for more than a
year. An ordained Lutheran pas-
tor, Mr. Harvey was selected after
a lengthy search process.

The installation included a
procession of clergy, with rep-
resentatives from the Lutheran
and United churches, said Terry
Stoker, a member of the Village
Church’s worship board. A recep-
tion in Guild Hall welcomed Pas-
tor Mike and his wife Karlene.

Ordained in 1991 through the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, Pastor Mike came into
the ministry after a career in
the banking industry. Following

ordination, he
served as asso-
ciate pastor to
Hope Lutheran
Church in San
Mateo, and
then as senior
pastor from
1994 to 2005.

He was invit-
ed to serve as
a temporary part-time pastor of
Woodside Village Church, and in
January was voted by the congre-
gation to serve as full-time pastor.

The Woodside Village Churchisa
congregation of the United Church
of Christ (Congregational). Wor-
ship services and Sunday School are
held regularly each Sunday at 9:30
a.m. and everyone is welcome.

The church is located at 3154
Woodside Road in Woodside.
For information, call 851-1587.

Pastor Mike
Harvey

ning Commission to move the
urns to their new Atherton home
on Park Lane. A new artifact
preservation law permitted such a
transfer aslong as the artifacts were
maintained, entered in the town’s
artifact inventory, and stayed with-
in town boundaries, Ms. Costa
Sanders said in the report.

But a group of Lindenwood
neighbors appealed the Planning
Commission decision to the City
Council, which overturned the
commission on a 4-1 vote on Jan.
17. Councilman Charles Marsala
dissented, saying that the urns had
become the Lambs’ property.

City Attorney Marc Hynes said
at the time that he expected to
find “half a dozen” justifications
for the council’s decision, includ-
ing the urns’ historic value and
relevance to the Flood estate. The
town did not own the urns, but
was within its rights in prevent-

ing their relocation, he said.

Mayor Alan Carlson had offered
to compensate the Lambs for the
urns, but no one on the council
seconded his motion.

The Lambs’ suit, in part, asks
the court to set aside the council’s
decision, reinstate the Planning
Commission’s permit giving the
Lambs the right to move the urns,
and declare the urns personal
property and not subject to the
artifact preservation law.

The suit also asks for compen-
satory and punitive damages
and reimbursement of fees. B
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CHILDREN’S

HOSPITAL

/

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children's Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources
designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

* COMMUNITY DAY AT STANFORD
Join this family-oriented event with tons of activities, featuring music and dance
performances, art exhibits, athletic events, science exhibits, faculty lectures, a health
fair, and a children’s art and culture festival. Visit communityday.stanford.edu for

- Sunday, April 15

3k INFANT & CHILD CPR
As part of our “Baby Safe Program,” parents and other childcare providers will
learn the techniques of infant and young child CPR and obtain essential information

about environmental and transportation safety for newborns.

- Monday, April 16

* STAYING CLOSE WHILE STANDING BACK
Julie Metzger, RN, developer of the popular “Heart to Heart” seminars, offers
parenting strategies for guiding children through adolescence. This event takes place
in the Fairchild Auditorium at Stanford University Medical Center.

- Wednesday, May 23

* TEEN HEALTH LINE
Teens can get immediate answers from registered nurses about health-related
topics such as, sexually transmitted diseases, eating disorders and other issues. Call
(888) 711-TEEN (8336) from 12 pm to 8 pm on weekdays, and from 8 am to 8 pm
on weekends. All calls are anonymous and confidential.

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN’S

HOSP

BN

I T AL

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES (650) 723-4600
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Rotary Club awards $68,000 in scholarships

B Nobel Prize winner Doug Osheroff will speak at

awards ceremony.

Twenty-two local high school
students will receive a total of
$68,000 in scholarships from the
Rotary Club of Menlo Park at an
awards presentation Wednesday,
April 4, at the SRI auditorium in
Menlo Park.

The students — from Menlo-
Atherton, Eastside Preparatory
and Sacred Heart — will receive
either a $5,000 or $2,000 schol-
arship during the ceremonies,

which will include presentation
of scholastic achievement awards
to more than 75 other high school
students.

Speaker for the evening will be
Dr. Doug Osheroff, a Stanford
physics professor who won the
Nobel Prize in 1996.

Narrowing the field of 32 appli-
cants was a difficult task, said
Rotary members Jackie Schoeler-
man and Harlow Johnson, co-

chairs of the scholarship com-
mittee. Each student presented a
lengthy application.

The winner of the Drue Kataoka
Arts Scholarship was selected by a
separate committee that included
Ms. Kataoka.

Many of the applicants shared
compelling stories about the chal-
lenges they have faced. Here is
detail on three of the $5,000 schol-
arship winners:

B Ingrid Hernandez was born in
Guatemala and lives in East Palo
Alto. She has a total GPA of over

Kitchen and Bath Remodels:

A Design and Construction Workshop

Topics will include:

giving it your very best!

"These seminars are excellent! Ideal combination of expertise and
experience." -Workshop Attendee

Saturday, March 31, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
1954 0ld Middlefield Way, Mountain View, CA 94043

ispel the myths of remodeling and learn the facts and how-to’s of the process
in an interactive workshop designed specifically for homeowners.

Whether you are undecided about remodeling or ready to go, the class will cover all the details,
decisions, and questions homeowners have—including how to live through a remodel.

e Pre-planning e Choosing an architect, designer and /or contractor * The design process ® Budgeting
e Materials  Floor plans e Code requirements ® Scheduling ® Building permits e Inspections and more!

Harrell Remodeling, one of the San Francisco Peninsula's premier

remodeling contractors, will lead this workshop and take you step

by step through the design and construction process so you can go
into your major remodel confidently and intelligently. Your home is
an important part of your life—make it reflect who you are by

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it's your home.®

For more information or to register for the workshop,
call (650) 230-2900. No credit cards accepted.

Class fee is $20.00 for pre-registration,

or $25.00 at the door. Refreshments will be provided.

Harrell Remudzlinu

Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

by

STANFORD
PARK
HOTEL

that includes:

650-330-2790

* Offer for a limited time only and not combinable with other discounts

$14.95 PER PERSON"
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4.0 at Eastside College Preparatory
School in East Palo Alto. Ingrid
pursues soccer, photography, and
psychology in addition to academ-
ics. She traveled to Princeton for a
weekend Humanities Symposium
with 60 other high school seniors
from across the U.S. She has
tutored, babysat and worked in a
Berkeley psychology lab to earn
money. Ingrid is considering Stan-
ford and Santa Clara universities.

M John “Robbie” Eaton of Menlo

Park scored 2370 on the SAT (two

800s and one 770 in writing). He
says that, blessed with a support-
ive family and a quality education
at Menlo-Atherton High School,
he hopes to give back to his com-
munity because he believes that
“to whom much is given, much
is expected.” He volunteered at
Hiller Aviation Museum in San
Carlos and helped design and
build a flight simulator for kids.
He also performs in the school
M-A Jazz Combo. Robbie has
been accepted at Stanford.

B Rocio Lopez has a 4.0 GPA
at Eastside College Preparatory
School in East Palo Alto, where
she lives. Born in Mexico, Rocio
has two passions: theater and
journalism. Her performance
credits span the gap from Shake-
speare to the Snoopaloops Choir.

For writing, she received a first
place award from the National
Scholastic Press Association and
an honorable mention from the
Journalism Education Association.
Her plans for next year are still
waiting in the wings.

Winners of $5,000 scholarships
are:

B John D. Russell Scholar-
ship ($5,000), Ingrid Hernandez,
Eastside Prep, and John “Rob-
bie” Eaton, M-A; Robert Paroli
Scholarship, Rocio Lopez, Eastside
Prep; Doris and Ormand Rector
Scholarship, Ryan Duchin, M-A;
Business and Professional Scholar-
ship, Ramon Meacham, Eastside
Prep; Arthur and Cleora Flegel
Foundation Scholarship, Laura
Nunez-Aguilar, Eastside Prep; MG
Tsui Scholarship, Amanda Chaun,
M-A; and Rotary Foundation
Scholarship, Noel Cruz, Eastside
Prep.

Winners of $2,000 Rotary Hon-
or Scholarships are:

M From Menlo-Atherton: Marta
Pinilla Aguilar, Sienna Beckman,
Nicole Bitler, Rita Bullwinkel,
Irina Degtiar, Mio Frisk, Thom-
as Kozlowski, Rotem Lenchner,
Byron Ruby, Jany Sun, and Lauren
Swartz.

B From Sacred Heart Prep: Lar-
risse-Ann Ortiz-Luis and Michael
Mahoney. Megan Putnam of
Sacred Heart Prep won the Drue
Kataoka Art Scholarship.

Robbie Eaton nominated for
Presidential Scholarship Award

Menlo-Atherton High School
senior Robbie Faton has been
selected as a finalist for the U.S.
Department of Education’s U.S.
Presidential Scholars Program, the
federal government’s most presti-
gious honor for secondary school
students, said M-A spokesman
Chris Preimesberger.

Robbie, a Menlo Park resident,
has also been named a finalist
for a National Merit Scholarship
along with six other M-A seniors:
Jennifer Brandon, Irina Degtiar,
Laura Macmillan, Daniel Moyer,
Jennifer Park and Molly Wachtel.

z Ehe Duck Club Restaurant at the Stanford Park Hotel invites you to a Prix Fixe lunch special
* Soup or salad ¢ Choice of 2 entreés * Choice of 2 desserts

WWW. stanfor(lparlz}lotel. com

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Parlz, CA

The U.S. Presidential Scholars
Program, established in 1964,
selects up to 141 of the nation’s
16,000-plus National Merit Schol-
arship candidates among high
school seniors to recognize their
accomplishments in a wide range
of areas: academic, athletic, the
arts,and community service. Rob-
bie is believed to be the first M-A
student to receive an invitation to
apply for the award.

He is an AP (advanced place-
ment) scholar with a 4.3 grade
point average in an advanced
standing/honors curriculum. He
is president of the Quiz Kids Club
(which competes with other Bay
Area schools in general knowledge
on local television), president of
the Latin Club, a member of the
Menlo-Atherton jazz band (he
plays tenor saxophone), and is
a member of the varsity swim
team.

Robbieisa volunteer at the Hiller
Aviation Museum in San Carlos,
supervising student training and
helping conduct educational tours.
He is considering Stanford and
MIT to continue his education
next year.

Robbie’s older sister, Kelly, is
currently a freshman at Stanford
on the swim team. She was the
California state female athlete of
the year in 2006.
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Tensions ease over building review controversy in Atherton

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

ension appears to be easing

between officials of the local

fire district and the town
of Atherton. Over the past few
weeks, they have hotly debated the
implications of a recent civil grand
jury report citing shortcomings in
Atherton’s home-building approval
process that may have led to safety
hazards in some homes.

In two meetings last week, deci-
sion-makers from both the Menlo
Park Fire Protection District and
the town agreed that both parties
shared part of the blame for a less-
than-perfect process, and that the
best way to proceed is to focus on
the future.

The future will include a joint
meeting between the Atherton City
Council and the fire district board
on May 21 to discuss measures to
address the grand jury’s concerns.

In the wake of several internal
investigations of the town’s build-
ing department last year, the San
Mateo County Civil Grand Jury
launched its own investigation of
the department, and in February
released its report. The document
stated, among other things, that
the jury found “mounting evidence
of irregular or improperly issued
building permits that should moti-
vate the town to examine fully all
open permits for health and safety
problems.”

The grand jury made six recom-
mendations, including a fire district
review of “all substantial construc-
tion projects with open building
permits for potential health and

safety violations™ and a district
examination of all projects built
during the 11-year tenure of former
building official Mike Hood that
were not reviewed for fire safety.

Since the grand jury report was
released, staff members of the town
and the district have met to try to
work out the extent and details of
any collaborative, corrective efforts
that might be undertaken to address
the grand jury’s recommendations.
But some elected officials — most
vocally fire board member Peter
Carpenter and Atherton Mayor
Alan Carlson — have engaged in
a testy public exchange about the
implications of the jury’s report.

At the March 20 fire district
meeting, and at the Atherton coun-
cil meeting the next night, none
of the earlier rancor was present.
Atherton Mayor Carlson attended
the fire board meeting, and fire
board member Bart Spencer, along
with Fire Chief Harold Schapelhou-
man, attended the Atherton council
meeting.

“We had an excellent meeting,”
said fire board president Ollie
Brown, who said Mayor Carlson’s
comments during the meeting were
“very positive and upbeat.”

But while both groups of elected
officials appear ready to work
together to try to address the
issues raised by the grand jury, sev-
eral thorny questions present major
challenges as the process proceeds,
including:

B Who will pay for the hundreds
of additional hours of fire district
staff time likely to be needed if the
grand jury’s recommendations are
acted on?

Michael Avowm

K Collections

Fine gifts and jewelry from around the world.

Lotus Pond
Collection

Toble
setting

AS

—_| beautiful

AS A

pamting

342 State Street
Los Altos, CA 94022
650.948.0198

B What action can be legally
taken by the town to force
homeowners to comply with
safety regulations if violations
are found during the reviews?
And, what action should the
town agree to take?

B Will residents who bought
homes built in violation of safety
regulations have legal recourse
against the permitting agency
— the town of Atherton?

During earlier meetings between

Chief Schapelhouman and Ather-
ton town staff, more than 500
open projects and projects built
during Mr. Hood’s tenure were
identified as potentially in need of
fire district review, according to a
report compiled by the fire chief.
At the February fire board meet-
ing, the board had authorized the
hiring of a fire safety engineer to
help conduct the building permit
reviews recommended by the grand
jury, and made it clear that Ather-

ton would be expected to pick up
the costs of the reviews.

Mr. Brown said that the board
last week, at the recommenda-
tion of Chief Schapelhouman,
agreed to assign Bob Blach, a fire
inspector already on staff, to help
the town’s building department
with building plan reviews.

The question of who would pay
for the extra fire district staff time
needed for the reviews was not dis-
cussed, Mr. Brown said. &

30% OFF
ALL VITAMINS
‘TIL APRIL 1°'.
NO FOOLING.
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investment,

a trophy,

a status symbol

— does
anyone
just drink
wine

anymore?

s there anyone on the
Midpeninsula who isn’t
passionate about wine?

Sometimes it seems as if anyone who isn’t ter-
racing his backyard with grape vines is busy
stocking his basement wine cellar with fancy
French wines and California cult cabernets.

“From Los Altos to Redwood City, that’s where
the wine people live,” says Don Fox, owner of
the Wine Bank storage facility in Menlo Park.
“There are probably more fine wine shops in this
area than in any other place in the world, and
more tasting bars. And it’s centered in Atherton,

Menlo Park and Palo Alto.”

Wine collecting “is the next big ego-pleaser,”
says Menlo Park winemaker and collector Mark
Chamness, who writes a wine column for the

Almanac.
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“It’s romantic, it’s historic, and it shows you
have good taste,” he says.

So in January, when news spread about the
daring theft of an Atherton collector’s entire
cellar, the national media seemed shocked that
anyone would have $100,000-worth of wine lying
around the house.

Locally, people seemed more shocked by the
thought of someone losing his wine collection
and having to start over.

The reaction among members of his wine groups,
says Mr. Chamness, was, “Oh (expletive)!”

Of course, there were other tantalizing oddities
about the Atherton wine heist, in which a thief
or thieves made off with more than 450 bottles
when the homeowner was away on vacation.

There was no sign of forced entry, and the
culprit, who clearly knew what he or she was
doing, left behind four bottles of relatively inex-
pensive wine, says Detective Sgt. Joe Wade of the
Atherton Police Department. It’s intriguing to
think that a cat wine burglar executed a carefully

Story by Andrea Gemmet

planned heist, he says.

“Did they leave the four bottles because they
were snooty, or because they didn’t have time?” he
says. “It’s definitely a strange case. We get a lot of
strange stuff, but we never had anybody report a
burglary (of) wine.”

With skyrocketing prices on elite Bordeaux
and other fine and rare wines, it’s probably not
surprising that an enterprising crook would skip
the jewelry and plasma screen TVs and head
straight for the wine cellar.

“The market is incredibly hot,” says Joe Zugelder,
the fine and rare wine buyer for K&L Wine Mer-
chants. “The 2005 vintage Bordeaux seemed to
touch off a firestorm of price increases.”

The rising prices are no problem for the well-
heeled, but the many wine collectors of more
modest means are being priced out of the Bor-
deaux market.

“The 2005 was trumpeted as a great, great
vintage, and some of the first growth is $1,000
a bottle, and it’s not even in the bottle yet,” says
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Mr. Zugelder, referring to the elite “premier cru”
French wineries. “The audience has thinned

out for these collectible wines. The people who
remain seem to be carrying the market.”

That’s not to say that the non-billionaires
among the wine collector ranks have given up
and become philatelists. The vagaries of the mar-
ketplace are among many issues that wine collec-
tors, from novices to experts, must grapple with.

Highly prized bottles of wine bring brag-
ging rights, but also headaches. Is it worth
what you paid? Was it stored properly? Is it
counterfeit? Will it lure thieves to your wine
cellar? And when you finally open it, will you
even enjoy it?

Selecting

Unless you are buying directly from the winery
or chateau, avoiding counterfeit wine is a major
concern.

If you get a great deal on an expensive wine in
an online auction, there’s a risk that you've pur-
chased cheap wine wearing a forged label.

“Counterfeiting is a big deal,” says Mr. Fox
of the Wine Bank. “We do wine sales as well,
and we sell older wines, and I'm really paranoid
about that. If we get in a bottle and I have the
slightest suspicion, I'll take out a bottle T know
and compare them side-by-side, not just the
label but the glass, the patterns embedded in
the glass, and the foil.”

While many winemakers take some steps to
make it difficult to forge a bottle, such as mark-
ing corks with the winery’s name, modern tech-
nology makes it almost ridiculously easy to fool
the uninitiated.

“We need to be vigilant for obvious signs of
fraudulent wines,” says Mr. Zugelder. “There are
no definitive books on it; I have to do it based on
my experience.”

For wine collectors who can’t make regular

pilgrimages to the source, wine can be bought
online, at auction, and at the Bay Area’s bounty
of wine shops.

The types of collections, of course, are as
varied as the collectors. Some specialize in a
particular varietal from a number of produc-
ers, or every variety that a particular winery
produces. There are horizontal and vertical col-
lections — the same type of wine from the same
winery over a span of years, for instance. There
are trophy hunters who focus on extremely rare
or difficult to procure wines. And there are the
speculators, who are essentially investing in
wine futures in the hopes that a young wine pur-
chased now will turn a profit after being stored
for a period of years.

Robert M. Parker’s extremely influential
reviews in the Wine Advocate tend to be taken
as gospel by both speculators and neophytes.

“The (hundred-point) grading system that he
instituted is easily transparent to the novice,”
explains Rebecca Rapaszky, a wine consultant
and events coordinator for Beltramo’s Wines and
Spirits in Menlo Park.

“When the scores come out, there’s a great
sense of excitement. People try to call stores and
buy up the wine, try to corner the market,” Ms.
Rapaszky says.

More experienced wine collectors, who under-
stand the subjective nature of wine appreciation,
tend to pay less attention to a wine’s score, she
says. Beltramo’s focuses on selling to a custom-
er’s individual sense of taste, she says.

Local wine collector Steve Patchel calls his
1,200-bottle cellar modest by Peninsula stan-
dards. He and his wife got interested in wine
because they like to cook and wanted to know
more about pairing wines with food, he says.

He’s not a big fan of the wines prized by Mr.
Parker, which tend to be over-manipulated with
lots of oak, and extractions so high “it’s like
grape jelly,” he says.

The key question should be, “What did nature
give us that year?” Not, “What did you learn at
UC Davis?” he says, referring to the university’s
viticulture and enology program.

People who rely on the Parker wine scores
don’t trust their own palates, he says.

“We collect to drink, not to speculate or to
show off trophy wines,” Mr. Patchel says. “We
drink it and we share it with friends.”

His “modest” cellar did contain some wines
from Bordeaux that dramatically increased in
value, which he ended up selling.

“That was never the intent — the intent was
to drink it. But if somebody wants to give you
$400 a bottle for some grape juice you’ve got,
good for them,” he says. “We used that money to
buy some other wines. It wasn’t meant to pay off
somebody’s college education.”

He buys from a range of sources, he says,
depending on what he is after. If he’s looking
to learn about the wine, he’ll go to a local wine
shop that holds tastings. Wines he already knows
he likes he’ll buy online, he says. He finds auc-
tions a bit risky, he says.

“With auctions, you really have to do a lot of
your own homework,” Mr. Patchel says. “Just

Photo lllustrations by Veronica Webber

like when you buy antiques, the provenance of
wine is important.”

Storing

A lot of people compare fine wine to art, and
there are some parallels. You don’t want to dam-
age an expensive painting by hanging it near a
sunny window, and you don’t want to ruin good
wine by storing it improperly. It’s got to be kept
out of the sun, at a cool temperature and at a
relatively high humidity, particularly if you are
planning to age the wine for a number of years.

“The cork could dry out and the wine evapo-
rate, so you want the humidity to be high,” says
Mr. Chamness. “A lot of French wines have mold
on the cork and that’s a good sign, because it
shows it was stored at high humidity.”

The ideal storage temperature is 57 degrees
Fahrenheit, but as long as it doesn’t get too hot,
the temperature
is less important
than the humid-
ity level, says Mr.
Fox of the Wine
Bank.

“The humidity
has to be correct
for the cork. If the
cork fails, the wine
spoils and you're
toast,” he says.

Most of his
customers have
home cellars full
of wines that are
ready to drink,
but keep young
wines that need
years of aging at
the Wine Bank,
Mr. Fox says.

“Fine wines
need to be put
down for five to 30
years before they
are drinkable, and
we’re going to pro-
vide much better
climate control,”
he says.

Bottles of young
wine may be
cheap, but collec-
tors have to factor
in the energy costs of climate-controlled storage,
either at home or off-site, for a number of years. For
collectors like Mr. Patchel, the cost of storing the
wine is well worth it.

“We do it for the joy of buying a bottle for $30
or $25 and finding that five years later, a rough,
tannic wine has turned into a gorgeous, beautiful,
velvety taste sensation,” he says. “Wines evolve;
they are giant biochemical experiments going
on in a bottle. You have some idea of how they’re
going to turn out, but it’s not certain, and hope-
fully you've guessed more right than wrong.”

See LIQUID GOLD, page 16
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LIQUID GOLD

continued from page 15

Improper storage makes buying old wines
risky. Beltramo’s favors privately negotiated
trades between collectors, rather than open-
ing the “can of worms” that comes with buying
wines from someone’s cellar, says Ms. Rapaszky.

K&L buyers look very carefully at provenance
and condition before buying the contents of a
cellar, and the Wine Bank allows customers to
sell wine on consignment.

“We are the liaison between the buyer and the
seller, and we need to protect ourselves by buy-
ing properly stored wine,” says Mr. Zugelder of
K&L. “If you buy a $200 bottle of wine that’s
bad, someone has to answer for it.”

Another potential pitfall is “corked” wine, a
situation that occurs when bacteria infiltrates
the bottle and spoils the wine. An estimated 2
to 10 percent of bottles become corked. And it
doesn’t matter if the wine was stored perfectly, it
could still be corked.

“You can’t cook with it, you can’t do any-
thing with it. It goes down the drain,” says Mr.
Patchel.

If you just bought a bottle of wine that’s cork-
ed, most stores will take it back. That’s a little
harder to do when it’s one that’s been in your
cellar for several years, or wine that you bought
online or at auction.

“You’re pretty much stuck,” says Mr. Patchel.

Protecting

So you've decided which wines to collect,
you’ve studied up on the going prices, you've
bought them from a reputable dealer and you’ve
secured space at a storage facility or built a
home cellar. Now, you've got to think about
safeguarding your wine.

It’s probably safe to say that most homes that
include a walk-in basement wine cellar are
probably already equipped with a home security
system. Storage facilities may add extra layers of
precaution, such as surveillance cameras. Cus-
tomers at the Wine Bank put their own locks on
their storage facilities, says Mr. Fox. “You have
your own key. We don’t have access to your wine
and we don’t want access.”

At K&L, which also offers wine storage, peo-
ple have to check in and out, and their driver’s
licenses are checked, says Mr. Zugelder.

If you think you need insurance for your wine
collection, you should probably just go ahead
and get it, says Mr. Patchel. Even though most
people are more likely to lose wine to corked or
dropped bottles, it’s worth the cost of insurance,
he says.

“It’s a valuable asset, but we don’t tend to
think about it,” he says.

The wine that was stolen from Atherton was
insured, says Detective Sgt. Wade. Police are
still investigating the case and following up
on leads as well as tips from people who think
they may have seen the stolen wine up for sale,
he says. The most notable missing bottle is a
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magnum of 1959 Chateau
Petrus, and the police have
warned local dealers and
sellers to keep an eye out
for it, he says. But that’s the
exception.

“Some of the wine is just
unidentifiable. There are
no serial numbers; you
can’t trace them,” he says.

The victim is a customer
at K&L, says Mr. Zugelder,
and he provided the shop
with the list of stolen
wines. But even if the same
wines that were stolen
come up for sale, it’s diffi-
cult to know for sure, since
individual wine bottles
don’t usually have distinc-
tive characteristics.

“Someone could say,
‘You bought five bottles
that were stolen from me,
but it’s not provable unless
they’ve taken pains to mark
them in some covert fash-
ion,” Mr. Zugelder says.

Receiving stolen wines is
a huge concern, says Ms.
Rapaszky.

“You’ll see that happen
within the same market
within 24 hours,” she says.
“Wine is lost and then
mysteriously, someone

says they found these cases of wine they want to
sell.”

Drinking?

It’s time. You've got a case of beautiful wines that
have reached their prime and are just waiting to be
decanted. What do you do?

The easy answer is: You drink it. But what
if that case of wine has appreciated wildly in
value?

“If T have a bottle that, 10 years ago, I bought
for about $50 or $60 and the market (for it) is
up to $600, I'd have trouble looking my kids in
the eye, knowing their college fund is not paid
up, and still drinking a $600 bottle,” says Mr.
Fox, a wine collector himself.

Other collectors find themselves looking to
sell wine that is perfectly good, but it turned out
that they just don’t like it, he says.

That’s aside from the speculators who are
just looking to turn a profit. For those who
don’t plan to drink it and don’t want to go
through the hassle of buying and storing the
wine themselves, there are a number of wine
investment funds.

But even passionate collectors may find that
they’ve overbought and have far more ready-
to-drink wine than they can possibly consume,
says Mr. Zugelder. “There’s a great fear of letting
it turn to vinegar in your cellar,” he says.

Mr. Zugelder says he also deals with collec-

—

tors who are selling off part of their collection
in order to make room in their cellars for new
purchases.

“I think it’s a hobby that borders on addiction.
It’s a compulsion,” he says. “People complain in
one breath about their lack of cellar space, and
in the same breath, ask how many bottles of a
certain cabernet we have, and can they buy all
of them?”

There’s no doubt that for some people, the
thrill of the hunt is a big factor in their enjoy-
ment of collecting wines, says Mr. Fox.

“These are collectors. They probably collected
other things as kids,” he says. B

H INFORMATION

e Beltramo’s Wines and Spirits, Beltramos.
com, 1540 EI Camino Real, Menlo Park.
325-2806

e K&L Wine Merchants, KLwines.com, 3005
El Camino Real, Redwood City. 364-8544.
e The Wine Bank, WineBankOnline.com,
1320A Willow Road, Menlo Park. 327-9200.
e [ ocalWineEvents.com, online calendar of
tastings and other events.

¢ ERobertParker.com, the influential wine
critic’s online home.
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MP housing project gets boost

B Developer to give $2.5 million toward
construction of 22 homes for low-income families.

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

abitat for Humanity
H people have talked about

building low-income
housing on a Menlo Park site
for six years, and now that talk is
finally getting somewhere.

The City Council on March 20
voted unanimously to approve a
partnership between developer
SummerHill Homes and the
nonprofit to build a 22-home
project off Terminal Avenue in
the city’s Belle Haven neigh-
borhood for low- to very-low-
income families.

Palo Alto-based SummerHill
will give Habitat $2.5 million,
and in exchange for the dona-
tion, the council agreed to scale
back the number of below-mar-
ket-rate homes the developer
has to build when constructing
another housing project off Wil-
low Road.

“It’s so great to see this proj-
ect get a financial boost,” said
Mayor Kelly Fergusson, who
noted she first viewed the plans
as a planning commissioner in

(Chilco Street
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Twenty-two homes are planned
for this site at 297 Terminal

Ave. in Menlo Park’s Belle Haven
neighborhood.

2002. “This project adds a new
dimension to the city’s housing
stock.”

Habitat plans to build 22 sin-
gle-family homes at the 1.5-acre
site, between Beechwood School
and fire station No. 77. The esti-
mated cost of the project is $8.3
million, and with SummerHill’s
donation, Habitat is now able
to cover those costs, said Mary

Boughton, the nonprofit’s exec-
utive director.

“We’re so thrilled,” she said.
“We've been working on trying
to get this project going for so
long. So many families in Menlo
Park need low-income housing.”

The project still has to undergo
traffic studies and environmen-
tal review, and to win council
approval.

The homes will be reserved
for Menlo Park families whose
annual incomes total $56,500 to
$90,500, Ms. Boughton said.

SummerHill is building 33
homes in the city’s Linfield
Oaks neighborhood at 75 Wil-
low Road. The homes will sell
for $1 million to $2 million,
said Elaine Breeze, a senior vice
president.

Under the city’s affordable
housing ordinance, five of those
homes have to be sold for about
$325,000, but in return for the
contribution to Habitat, the city
is requiring the developer to
provide just two on-site below-
market-rate homes.

For more information about
the Habitat project, call the Red-
wood City Habitat office at 368-
7434, or go to PeninsulaHabitat.
org. O

City executives get higher salaries

Menlo Park’s top employees
are getting a raise.

The City Council voted 4-1
on March 20 to authorize up
to a 4 percent salary increase
for the city’s executive manag-
ers — the city manager, assis-
tant city manager and depart-

Egg hunt in MP

Menlo Park’s Community
Services Department and the
Menlo Park Fire Protection Dis-
trict will host the annual Menlo
Park egg hunt from 10 a.m.
to noon on April 7 at Burgess
Park.

Children under 8 are invited
to partake in the egg hunt and
other games and crafts. Parents
are reminded to bring cam-
eras for photos with the Easter
Bunny.

In the event of rain, eggs and
candy will be distributed at the
Burgess Recreation Center at
10 a.m. For more information,
call the Community Services
Department at 330-2200.

Post news and views on

Town_
Square:.

&

www.AlmanacNews.com

ment heads. Councilman Andy
Cohen voted against the pay
boost.

“T want to send a message to
our staff of how much they’re
appreciated,” said Mayor Kelly

Fergusson.
All  employees recently
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received a pension benefit
increase, effective March 2009,
but only top management got a
raise, creating a sore point with
labor unions representing city
employees.

The salary increase is retroac-
tive to Jan. 7.

We’ve Changed

You'll

Jensen " F ) FHawser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. * (650) 365-5027 * Redwood City

Visit our showroom for...

BO%OFF on Granite Slabs

- 50 Colors to Choose From! -

*Granite from our slab inventory. All fabrication and installation has to be done
by Imperial Marble. Cannot be combined with any other offer! Expires 3/31/07.

Loy the asting
elegance of Granite

Miller Ave.
Grand Ave.

S. Linden Ave.

IMP

MARBLE KIT

IAL

NS & BATHS

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-4:30 & Sat. 10-3

650.873.3574
The Way Toyotas Are Sold At TOYOTA 101

122 South Linden Ave.
South San Francisco

Get Yours at...

Green With Energy

Prius Hy
Camry Hy
Highlander Hybrid

525 E. Bayshore Roéd Redwood City

1.

Mar- Up!  Comu.‘eSion

brid,
brid &

- Highlander Hybrid
- Camry Hybrid

877.203.4381

www.toyotal01l.com
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NEWS OF LOCAL PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Discussion yields little movement on dogs and rural trails

B Council faces tough
choice in weighing issues.

By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

tola Valley Town Council,

the question of what to do
about leashed and unleashed
dogs walking where they’re not
allowed, in the wilder parts of
Portola Valley’s Coalmine Ridge
trail system.

After a six-week community
discussion among a select group
of citizens from both sides of the
issue, some points of agreement
have emerged that may peel a
thin outer layer or two from that
nut. But the essence of it is still
there, waiting for the council to
deal with it.

The discussions — the last
meeting was held Tuesday,
March 20 — did not achieve
consensus but did clarify some
facts and “sharpen” the coun-

It’s a tough nut for the Por-

B PORTOLA VALLEY

cil’s choices, said Councilman
Steve Toben, who formed the
group and kept things civil,
when necessary.

Mr. Toben said he expects
action from the council in April
or May.

The dilemma

The six miles of rural trails on
Coalmine Ridge are on private
land owned in common by Por-
tola Valley Ranch neighborhood
residents, who granted the town
a conservation easement for the
trails in the 1970s. That ease-
ment gives the council regula-
tion authority.

The community discussion,
over three meetings and three
group hikes since January,
assembled 10 formal partici-
pants, five from each side.

Residents supporting the cur-
rent no-dogs policy say that

MAUNDY GOOD FRIDAY,
THURDAY | APRIL 6

APRIL 5 Noon - 3:00 pm:
7:00 pm

Service

ST. LUKE’S CHAPEL IN THE HILLS
Anglican Episcopal Church - The 1928 Book of Common Prayer

Solemn Liturgy of The Passion
7:00 pm: Holy Communion

26140 DUVAL WAY - LOS ALTOS HILLS - (650) 941-6524
Where 1-280 Passes over Robleda

EASTER SUNDAY,

APRIL 8

10 am: Holy Communion
Family Service

12 pm: Holy Communion

Llelwie !

Holy Week Services

April 5
April 6
April 8

6:00 pm
9:30 am

11:15am

BETHANY
R

Noon & 7:30 pm Good Friday Services
(Children’s Easter egg hunt follows)
Beﬂw;u/

1095 Cloud Auenue, Menlo Park
650.854.5897

Seder Meal
Easter Festival Service

Informal Praise Service

Lutheran Church

dogs threaten wildlife and scare
hikers, particularly when the
dog is unleashed, a reportedly
frequent occurrence and a viola-
tion of San Mateo County law.

Residents who want the policy
changed say that dogs have been
walked in there since before the
Ranch neighborhood existed.
People who walk dogs on leashes
deserve a quiet wilderness expe-
rience, too, they say.

The town has 30 miles of trails
where dogs are allowed, but they
are criticized as “sidewalks”
in comparison with Coalmine
Ridge trails.

The key issue is the impact of
dogs on wildlife of Coalmine
Ridge, Mr. Toben told the Alma-

c. “The way I read the lit-
erature (on such impacts), it’s a
very tough question to answer.”

Among the factors to be
weighed: the number of dogs per
day on a trail, whether they are
leashed, and whether wildlife, as
is claimed by its advocates, is truly
unused to and intimidated by
dogs that have “never been totally
excluded (from these trails) in 100
years,” Mr. Toben said.

In a recent informal survey
done over two weekdays and three
weekend days, Trails and Paths
Committee members Lynne
Davis, who generally supports
dogs on the trails, and Denise

TOWNSQUARE

The Almanac’s Online
Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com
mAlInanac
Cedivee

18 m The Almanac m March 28, 2007

Gilbert, who does not, parked
at the intersection of Alpine and
Willowbrook roads to watch for
people with dogs entering and
leaving the trail system.

They reported seeing 32 dogs.
Eighteen of them wound up on
no-dog trails and 15 were let off
their leashes, typically after they
were far enough away from the
road so as not to be detected,
Ms. Gilbert said.

The survey is too small to be
conclusive and “very difficult”
to extrapolate and draw conclu-
sions from, Ms. Davis said. “We
would have to do many more
days to feel confident with what
we did,” she added.

Dogs on these trails predate
the Ranch subdivision, said
committee member and dog-
walking advocate Nancy Bovee
of Los Trancos Woods. “There
is a lot of very stalwart non-
compliance because they feel
they have been bought out of an
experience they had before.”

Such sentiments resonated
with resident Gene Chaput, by
his own admission a veteran
dog-walker on these trails. “I
moved here so I could use and
enjoy what we have here, not
look at it through a plastic visor.

. People want to keep this
Jurassic Park on the Ranch. I, for
one, don’t agree with it.”

In an interview, Mr. Toben
noted a “sense of loss” among
dog-walkers with more “No
dogs” signs appearing in recent
years. “Naturally, they feel a sense
of regret and loss that they don’t
have access to that beautiful area.

.. I certainly don’t discount the
regret that they feel about it.”

Still, residents from the two

The Almanac/David Boyce
Portola Valley Councilman Steve Toben, left, Los Trancos Woods resident Nancy Bovee, center, and Trails
and Paths Committee member Denise Gilbert joined in a group effort to search for an answer to the question
of whether to formally allow dog walking on the town’s rural Coalmine Ridge trail system.

camps are confronting each other
on the trails. “The status quo is
pretty hostile right now,” Mr. Toben
said. “These encounters are hap-
pening. They are happening with
greater frequency than we like.”

Linda Elkind, a planning com-
missioner and observer said that
dogs don’t belong on the trails
because impacts are unknown
and leash-law compliance is
“extremely difficult” to monitor.

Other animals also cannot
ignore a dog’s territory marking,
she added. “It’s his way of say-
ing T live here. I belong here. ...
We need (a no-dogs policy) not
just to be observers (of nature),
but we need it there to keep the
balance. It’s a little island, six
miles, that has some links to
open space in the area.”

Some agreement

Committee members were
agreeable to avoiding actions
to increase the visibility of the
trails to the wider Bay Area, to
improving signs regulating trail
use, and to minimizing damage
from off-leash dogs.

Owners who let dogs off their
leashes might be more receptive
to admonishment from other
dog walkers than from dog-less
hikers, said Ms. Bovee, add-
ing that a policy allowing dogs
could increase compliance.

Ms. Bovee also briefly consid-
ered the notion of a prescriptive
easement, a legal concept that
lends weight to facts on the
ground. Dog-walkers, for exam-
ple, could have rights derived
from many years of using the
trails. “If the laws are constantly
being broken, something is not
quite right,” she said. &
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the sycamore still stands.

The little guy prevails

A striped steel bollard is no guarantee of protection for this
young sycamore trying to make it along the busy thoroughfare of
the Alameda de las Pulgas in West Menlo Park. The county Public
Works Department installed bollards to fend off too-frequent
batterings by distracted drivers. This one has taken a whack, but

. s N
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New Bay Trail
maps available

New maps of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Trail to guide walk-
ers, skaters, cyclists and wildlife
enthusiasts along the San Fran-
cisco and San Pablo bays with
ease have been published, the
San Francisco Bay Trail Project
reported.

The San Francisco Bay Trail
is a continuous shared-use path
that, when complete, will encir-
cle San Francisco and San Pablo
bays, extending more than 500
miles, according to the project.

Consisting of paved paths,
dirt trails, bike lanes, sidewalks
and signed bike routes, the Bay
Trail network will ultimately

link the shoreline of all nine Bay
Area counties, passing through
47 cities and crossing seven toll
bridges

According to the San Fran-
cisco Bay Trail Project, the set of
six maps feature more than 270
miles of completed trails and
showcase attractions in all nine
Bay Area counties.

The maps feature 40 recom-
mended routes with parking
and transit information and can
be purchased as a set of six for
$15.00 or individually for $3.50
each.

More information about
the trails and purchasing
maps is available online at
http://www.baytrail.org.

— Bay City News Service
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Concert celebrates Easter season

A concert celebrating the
Easter season will be held Fri-
day, April 6, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints at 1105 Valparaiso
Ave. in Menlo Park.

“Songs of the Savior” will feature
the Valparaiso Singers, directed by
Judith Stewart, with James Welch,
organist. They will be joined by
Janet Galbraith, violin; Karen
Chang, flute; Mandy Croft, oboe;
and Sharon Davis, guest soloist
from San Francisco.

The program will include
works by Beethoven and Faure
and contemporary composers,
John Rutter, Dale Wood, Gilbert
Martin, Mack Wilberg, and Bar-
low Bradford.

Admission is free and the pub-
lic is welcome.

‘Life Stories”
at Ladera church

Sheila Dunec will offer a class
called “Life Stories” at Ladera

H AROUND TOWN

Community Church.

Two, ten-week sessions are
offered: Thursdays, from 1:30
to 3:30 p.m., March 29 through
June 7; and Fridays, from 9:45
to 11:45 a.m., March 30 through
June 8.

Through “memory associa-
tion exercises,” students will
learn how to recall “long forgot-
ten, but important, incidents”
and put them down on paper,
she says.

Ms. Dunec says she will also
teach techniques that “promote
new understanding of their
life experiences” and “engage
in search to discover enduring
values in their life stories” in
order to pass these on to future
generations.

The fee is $150. Registration
is limited. Ladera Community
Church is at 3300 Alpine Road,
Portola Valley. For more informa-

tion, call Ms. Dunec at 565-8087.

Woodside benefit
for sick children

Saddle Up, a trail ride benefit
for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, is being held at the San
Mateo County Mounted Patrol
grounds in Woodside on April
14, beginning at 10:30 a.m.

Participants are asked to con-
tribute or raise from sponsors
at least $35 in order to join the
ride, said volunteer coordinator
Doug Hutten. All of the money
goes directly to Memphis-based
St. Jude’s Hospital to treat and
find cures for children with
serious diseases such as cancer,
AIDS and sickle cell disease, he
said.

More information about the
hospital is online at StJude.org.
Those interested in participat-
ing in the Saddle Up ride should
register with Mr. Hutten by call-
ing (415) 215-9763.

Our FREE website has thousands of links to companies
and government agencies - the names, numbers, advice,
and connections you need to get your wrongs righted.
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Beauty Salon

3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.
(650) 851-7103

v

We offer
Family haircuts,
Hair colors, Perms,
Wedding & Formal
hair styles, Manicure
& Pedicure, Facials, &
Body treatments.

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

v

Open:
Tuesday — Friday
9am. -6 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. — 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck's Restaurant)

%feel honored in welcoming
award winning designers
Pedro Boregaard and Alex Sepkus.

Please join us as these dynamic
artists will be with us
2 days only.

Friday, March 30th, 12pm to 7pm
Saturday, March 31st, 11am to 4pm

DARREN McCLUNG

PRECIOUS JEWELRY
The Stanford Barn

700 Welch Road, Palo Alto
650.321.5994

 ALEXSEPKUS
AN

EW YORK
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Join us for the 6th Annual PAMP

PRESCHOOL FAIR
SUNDAY, APRIL 1st

CUBBERLEY COMMUNITY CENTER
400 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto

*WORKSHOP: 10 am - 12 pm

"Choosing a preschool” by Sylvia Ford
(Cubberley Theater)

*PRESCHOOL FAIR: NOON - 3 pm
(Cubberley Pavilion)

Preschools from Palo Alto, Menlo Park,
Atherton, Potrola Valley, Woodside, Redwood
City, Los Altos, Mountain View and Sunnyvale

FREE for PAMP members / $5 for non-members
www.pampclub.org or preschools@pampclub.org
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Lobdos layinSpanish.com
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”Commuwl’cg Connectlons”

Open House

Peninsula Volunteers
Rosener House
Adult Day Services

Peninsula
Volunteers, Inc.

Wed. April 4, 2007, 5:00-6:30 p.m.

Presentations by the
Rosener House Rehabilitation Team

s> Physical Therapy Improving strength and
balance; reducing risks of falls
s Occupational Therapy Physical assistance
techniques for caregivers; home safety
s> Speech Therapy Help for people with
communication problems and swallowing disorders

Learn about other resources for
maintaining independent living and
assistance for caregivers

Tour the Rosener House Adult Day Center
500 Arbor Road, Menlo Park
Refreshments s» Respite Provided s» 650-322-0126
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GoGo wants to do the work for you

By Jane Knoerle

Almanac Lifestyles Editor

f you're looking for someone
Ito house sit, mind the baby, or

walk the dog, Kathy Cronin
hopes you will call GoGo Menlo,
the all-in-one concierge service.

Ms. Cronin is the new owner of
the service, which was started in
2005. As a second-grade teacher
at St. Raymond School, Ms.
Cronin is pretty busy herself,
but says she has a great director,
Hayley Lewis, and a staff of 12 to
see things run smoothly at GoGo
Menlo.

During summer vacation, she
will also take part in the con-
cierge service, especially plan-
ning day trips for children. Ms.
Cronin says she likes kids. Not
only is she a teacher, but for the
past five summers she has been
the director of Sacred Heart
Summer Camp in Atherton.

The GoGo Menlo staff is
made up of college-age students,
both men and women. Each
undergoes an extensive training
program, including CPR and
safety certification, she says. The

service tries to find a good match
between worker and client.

Many clients are working
mothers or frazzled moms with
three or more children. GoGo
staffers drive kids to after-school
sports and music lessons, or to
get a haircut.

If you hire a GoGo staffer, she
can make up a gift basket and
deliver it, or tie on an apron
and serve at a cocktail party. At
Christmas, the service provided
entertainment and babysitting
for children who accompanied
their parents to a party for 200.
It has also kept children enter-
tained at a wedding reception.

As for baby-sitting, staff mem-
bers do more than sit. They come
supplied with arts and crafts
and board games, prepared to
spend time with the kids instead
of parking them in front of the
television. They can even babysit
overnight.

The concierge service is avail-
able on a monthly basis. The
smallest service is 21 hours for

$270. The largest is 40 hours for
$840. This averages between $20
and $27 per hour for services.
The workers are paid between
$10 and $18 an hour, depending
on their seniority.

Kathy Cronin is a hometown
girl. She attended St. Joseph’s
Elementary School and St. Fran-
cis High School, and graduated
from Santa Clara University in
1996. She earned a master’s
degree in educational technology
from Pepperdine University and
is completing her work toward a
California teaching credential at
Notre Dame de Mur University.

Ms. Cronin is a member of the
Junior League of Palo Alto/Mid
Peninsula. Her parents, Ellie
and Larry Cronin, live in Menlo
Park. Her grandparents, the late
Punch and Anna Marie Lyon,
were also Menlo Park residents.

She says she’s enthusiastic
about her new business. “I love
to help this community where I
grew up,” she says.

To contact GoGo Menlo, call
440-0707 or go towww.GoGo-
Menlo.com. B

Hearing Wednesday on salt pond restoration

People interested in plans to
restore the salt ponds ringing
San Francisco Bay to produc-
tive marshland are invited to
a public hearing on the envi-
ronmental impact report (EIR)
Wednesday, March 28, from 6
to 8 p.m. at the NASA Research
Center, Eagle Room, Room 943,
in Mountain View.

The EIR analyzes the impacts
of plans to restore the 15,100
acres purchased from Cargill in
2003 for habitat protection, flood
management, and limited rec-
reational access. It includes the
“Ravenswood Pond Complex” on
the Menlo Park Bayfront, extend-
ing from Bayfront Park east past
Highway 84.

The public may testify at the
hearing, or submit comments on
the EIR until April 23.

A copy of the EIR is available at

CURRENT ADDRESS:
1470 El Camino Real

Menlo Park, CA

m NOTES

the Menlo Park Library, 800 Alma
St. The EIR, and instructions to
get to the hearing or submit com-
ments, can be reached online at
southbayrestoration.org.

Saturday forum
on immigration

The public is invited to a free
half-day forum on “Immigration:
Opportunities and Challenges”
on Saturday, March 31, from 9:15
am. to 12:15 p.m., at Hewlett
Packard headquarters, Building
20 auditorium, 3000 Hanover St.
in Palo Alto.

Five speakers will discuss differ-
ent facets of immigration: Richard
Hobbs, director of the Office of
Human Relations for Santa Clara
County; Steve Levy, director of

T .IIIS‘I’ OFF WOODSIDE RD.
v & HWY 101

the Center for the Continuing
Study of the California Economy;
Alex M. Saragoza, associate pro-
fessor of Chicano Studies and
Ethnic Studies at UC Berkeley;
Jayashri Srikantiah, associate pro-
fessor of law and director of the
Immigrants’ Rights Clinic at the
Stanford Law School; and Larisa
Casillas, director of the Bay Area
Immigrant Rights Coalition.

The forum is sponsored by
the World Affairs Council of
Northern California, the Leagues
of Women Voters of Los Altos/
Mountain View and Palo Alto;
and Avenidas.

Check-in starts at 9 a.m. For
information, call the World Affairs
Council at 415-293-4600, or go to
itsyourworld.org.

Nominations sought
for business awards

Monday, April 2, is the dead-
line to submit nominations for
business awards to Samceda, San
Mateo County’s chief organiza-
tion representing businesses.

Samceda will present halfa doz-
en awards at its 2007 Awards of
Excellence Luncheon on Wednes-
day, April 25, at noon at the
Crowne Plaza in Foster City.

Nominations may be submit-
ted in six categories: David D.
Bohannon Award of Excel-
lence; Business Innovation and
Good Management; Public
Agency; Environmental Action
and Community Service; and a
Small Business Award.

For information or a nomina-
tion form, call Samceda at 345-
8300; or go to samceda.org.
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Stuart Weiss brings butterflies back
to Edgewood Natural Preserve

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

nMarch 15,biologist Stuart
OWeiss of Stanford Weekend

Acres spotted Edward 1
fluttering over the early goldfields
at Edgewood Natural Preserve.

Edward (the name given him
by Dr. Weiss) was the first threat-
ened Bay checkerspot butterfly
he spotted in the serpentine wild-
flower fields since the population
disappeared there four years ago;
the orange, black and white but-
terflies were victims of fumes
from the nitrogen compounds
spewed by more than 100,000 cars
aday driving on nearby Interstate
280. The fumes fertilized invasive
rye grass that choked plants that
support the butterflies.

Edward was there because of a
program engineered by Dr. Weiss
to re-establish the butterflies in
their historic habitat. Over the
last two months, Dr. Weiss has
brought at least 1,000 fuzzy black
caterpillars to Edgewood from a
healthy checkerspot
population on Coy-
ote Ridge, south of '
San Jose. He lovingly PS5
planted them on little
patches of Plantago
erecta, an obscure
plant that only grows
in the harsh serpen-
tine soils east of the
San Andreas Fault.
Also called Califor-
nia plantain, it is the
essential host plant that checkerspot
larvae depend on.

“It’s exciting,” says Dr. Weiss
in an interview a week after he
spotted Edward, as we walk Edge-
wood’s serpentine fields looking
for more butterflies. “This dem-
onstrates that we can do things in
the face of all the threats to biodi-
versity.”

Over half an hour, Dr. Weiss
spots four of the elegant butter-
flies near the top of the long hill
where people driving south on
[-280 can see large yellow patches
of massed wildflowers about this
time every spring. By April, he
hopes that slope will also be aflut-
ter with butterflies.

Dr. Checkerspot

Walking slowly along a tran-
sect covered with early blooming
goldfields, owl’s clover, and an
occasional California poppy, Dr.
Weiss refers to his initials, SBW, as:
“Sure Beats Working.”

Yet Dr. Weiss is working. And his
research on butterflies has illumi-
nated the loss of checkerspots, and
led him into ecological research
in many other fields, from endan-
gered clapper rails on the Bay shore,
to adjusting microclimates in vine-

Edward I butterfly at Edgewood Natural Preserve.

yards to achieve better harvests.
Butterflies never occurred as a

subject of study to the Philadelphia

kid who picked Stanford over Har-

STUART WVEISS

vard for college. He recalls catching
his first checkerspot working for
Paul Ehrlich at Stanford’s Jasper
Ridge Biological Preserve in April
1979. Dr. Ehrlich’s pioneering
studies of checkerspot butterflies
at Jasper Ridge laid the base for his
international reputation as a guru
on population threats.

“It was so much fun. I ended up
pretty hooked,” Dr. Weiss admits.
“I was chasing butterflies in fields
of wildflowers while my friends

‘This demonstrates that
we can do things in the
face of all the threats
to biodiversity.”

were sitting in a classroom with
300 others.”

Mr. Weiss — he didn’t get his
Ph.D. until 1996 —began studying
plants and butterflies at
Edgewood Park back in
1983, when the site had
been bought for a golf
course. He mapped hab-
itat and counted cater-
pillars in the serpentine
grasslands that provide
spectacular displays of
native wildflowers each
year. The soil is so thin
and poor on these hills
that the exotic plants
and grasses that came with the
Europeans can’t survive, leaving
the natives, adapted to hostile
soil chemistry, to show off in the
spring,

After a monumental political
battle between the golfers and
the native landscape lovers, the
golfers lost. The county declared
Edgewood Park a natural pre-
serve in 1993.

See BUTTERFLIES, page 22

Raise your GPA
for College!

Start NOW to:

- repeat a course

- avoid bad grades on your next report card

Sign up now for flexible scheduling and
one-to-one, high school instruction for credit.
Get a head start before summer comes!

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 » www.lydianacademy.com
Lydian Academy, LL.C

Woodside Delz

Ttalian Delicacies

Gourmet Italian Foods

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm ¢ Sun 8am-4pm
(650) 369-4235

WEEKLY SPECIALS

[

Ciresa
Taleggio

Evergood
Pastrami

*12%

Exp. 4/10/07

1453 Woodside Road, Redwood City (across from Woodside Plaza)

BECOME PART OF
THE STANFORD TRADITION

High School Summer College
Undergraduate & Graduate Programs

June 23 — August 19, 2007

Choose from over
150 courses offered in
30 departments

Commute or live in residence

Enjoy accessible faculty,
small classes and the riches
of the San Francisco Bay Area

Visit us on the web:
summer.stanford.edu

Email us:
summersession@stanford.edu

Or phone us:
(650) 7233109

{ UNIVERSITY

/ i STANFORD
|
e

IF IT’S NOT IN THIS VAULT, IT’S NOT SAFE.

et A1

DEPOSIT CO.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confidentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.

Data bank for important and confidential records.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2
BELIEVE IT!
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COMMUNITY

Stuart Weiss brings back
buttertlies to Edgewood

BUTTERFLIES

continued from page 21

But the butterflies were in
trouble. The population, esti-
mated at close to 5,000 in 1997,
was gone in six years.

Drive-by extinction

Anyone walking the serpentine
hills of Edgewood Park can see
and hear the traffic on I-280.

Dr. Weiss led the study that
identified fumes from I-280 as

H INFORMATION

For information on Dr. Stuart
Weiss and the project to restore
the Bay checkerspot butterfly

to Edgewood Natural Preserve,
contact his consulting firm,
Creekside Center for Earth
Observations, which he runs out
of his home in Stanford Weekend
Acres. Call 854-9732 or go to
www.creeksidescience.com.
Information is also available
from Julia Bott of the San Mateo
County Parks and Recreation
Foundation at 321-5812, or go to
www.supportparks.org.

the indirect cause of the die-off
of butterflies, and crafted the
plan to restore them. His work
has been supported by the San
Mateo County Parks and Recre-
ation Foundation, the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation,
the Friends of Edgewood Natu-
ral Preserve, and San Mateo
County.

As the exhausts from more
than 100,000 cars per day on the
freeway drifted downwind over
the Edgewood grasslands, their
nitrogen oxides fertilized the
nutrient-poor grasslands. As a
result, Dr. Weiss discovered, Ital-
ian ryegrass flourished; it choked
out the plants that supported the
butterflies, and the butterflies
dwindled and disappeared.

Dr. Weiss notes that the intro-
duction of catalytic converters
to control air pollution in the
1990s made the effect worse.
Catalytic converters produce
ammonia, and ammonia is an
even stronger fertilizer. “It is
feeding them fertilizer in the
most efficient possible way,” he
says. “It’s drive-by extinction.”

The invasive grasses had to be
controlled before the butterfly

The esteemed

quartet performs

with exquisite tonal
quality and technical
virtuosity in a pro-

N gram featuring
Beethoven,
Britten and
Haydn.

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! Call 650-725-ARTS or visit http://livelyarts.stanford.edu.
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Stuart Weiss is looking for Bay chckerspot butterflies amid the serpentine wildflowers at Edgewood County
Park. The threatened butterflies are being re-introduced after they disappeared at the park four years ago; fumes
from nearby Interstate 280 fertilized invasive rye grass that choked the plants that support the butterflies.

could be successfully re-intro-
duced. Goats proved ineffec-
tive, and burning couldn’t be
arranged. However, mowing,
partially supported by grants
from PG&E, has reduced the
rye grass to the point where the
Plantago has recovered, and the
caterpillars have been re-intro-
duced.

Now the caterpillars have pupat-
ed and are ready to fly free in the
next few weeks. They have a brief
and busy life, as they fly, mate, sip
nectar from the serpentine flow-

ers, and lay eggs at the base of the
Plantago. And most die in less
than a couple of weeks.

The hope is that enough eggs
will survive to launch new genera-
tions of butterflies at Edgewood.
A female lays 500 eggs; and they
hatch in seven-to-10 days. “Only
a tiny fraction survive,” says Dr.
Weiss. “If two survive, it replaces
the population. If four survive,
we’ve doubled it.”

Dr. Weiss remains hopeful.
We've got Edward I and Edwin,” he
says. “I'm hoping for Edith.” &

.L
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Friends of Foothills Park
Preserve, Protect, E:njog

3300 Page Mill Road, Los Altos Hills
Volunteer info: www.FoFPark.org
650.321.7882

also watch for...

Menlo Swim and Sport
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-328-SWIM (7946)

FREE day at the pool

Come to our OPEN HOUSE to find out

about lessons, kids teams, Aqua Fit, laps,
Masters swimming, water polo, camps,
and triathlon for kids and adults.

BURGESS OPEN HOUSE
SUN. MARCH 25, 11:00am-4:00pm

Swim School Spring Session starts M
Spring Kids Tri, Mavericks signup

Program info, hours,

directions, prices, and news:

www.menloswim.com

Edgewood Park
wildflower tours,
information

From now until June 10 is
the time to view the annual
display of native wildflow-
ers blazing on the hillsides
of Edgewood Natural Pre-
serve.

The Friends of Edgewood
Natural Preserve invite the
public on free docent-led
wildflower tours every Sat-
urday and Sunday through
June 10.

Walks start at 10 a.m.
from the Old Stage Day
Camp on Edgewood Road
at the park entrance. (Take
1-280 to the Edgewood Road
exit, north of Woodside;
travel east on Edgewood
about a mile and turn right
in the parking lot at 10 Old
Stage Coach Road.) Walks
run until about 1 p.m. Par-
ticipants should bring water,
sunscreen and a snack.

In addition, walks will
start from the Clarkia Trail-
head, nearer the meadow
flowers on Canada Road just
east of 1-280, on six Satur-
days from April 7 through
May 12.

For information, call 1-866-
GO-EDGEWOQD; or go to
www.friendsofedgewood.org.
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The Kings'

new house on
Tallwood Court in
Atherton stands
empty because of
a dispute with the
town over its size.

The Almanac/
Veronica Weber

TALLWOOD

continued from page 5

Kings’ basement isn’t a basement,
then the house is 1,800 square feet
bigger than allowed, Mr. Hynes
said.

Mr. King said former building
official Mike Hood was well aware
of the basement height issue, which
is why they were confident that
everything was fine when their
building plans were approved.

“(Mike Hood) got out a big red
pen, and marked our plans and
said, “You cannot build higher
than this. If you build it higher, T'll
make you take out a chainsaw and
cut off the top of your house,” Mr.
King told the City Council at its
March 21 meeting.

At that meeting, Mr. and Ms.
King and their three young chil-
dren delivered a personal plea to
the council to be allowed to tem-
porarily occupy their home while
the dispute gets sorted out.

“This has been a very difficult
time for our children,” Ms. King
said. “Their schoolwork is being
negatively affected. They don’t
know what to expect from one day
to the next. My kids just want to
sleep in their own beds and be able
to have their friends come over.”

Temporary occupancy is not
something the town wants to
consider, because it makes it much
harder to fix the problems, Mr.
Hynes told the Almanac after the
meeting.

He said the Kings do have options
for addressing the problem.

“There are number of things that
could be done, none of them are
particularly pleasant, but they need
to get rid of 1,800 square feet,” Mr.
Hynes said. “They could remove
a couple of accessory structures,
they could tear down and rebuild
the house, or possibly, they could
wall off and not use 1,800 square
feet of the basement.”

He said he believes issues with
the Kings’ house came up inde-
pendently and later gotincluded in
the audits of the building depart-
ment that were being conducted by
the town to discover and address
procedural and other problems
with the way the department con-
ducted business. &

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

INCLUDES:
* Divorce $449
e Living Trusts $399/$499
* Incorporations/LLC $399
| » Non-Profit $399

i| » Probate (Free Quote)
* And much more!

N

: /A iL Kyle & Koko .
L) 4 ®
We The People®™ 800-579-0009

Form and Service Center since 1985. We are not attorneys. We provide only self-help services
at your specific discretion. LDA#72 Santa Clara County

& CnarMiNG CotTAGES OF PALo ALTo &

METICULOUS REMODELS OF TRADITIONAL HOMES

2007
HOUSE
TOUR r
& ’
N 16TH ANNUAL HOUSE TOUR
sponsored by the
Paro Arto AREA Mi1LLs COLLEGE CLUB
for the benefit of the student scholarship program
Spomored [7), the at Mills College and for programs and operations
of the Mills College Alumnae Association
PALO ALTO AREA  FRIDAY, APRIL 20 & SATURDAY, APRIL 21
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Mills Co /[ege Tax deductible tickets: $30 in advance,
Club $35 after April 13 or at the door.

For information regarding tour & ticket purchases call
650-325-2990

oy
N

B
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on the Alameda

Comida Fresca! Salsa Caliente!

Fresh Authentic Mexican Food
Everything is homewmade!

2nd Anniversary Party
Friday, March 30, 2007
41,00 Crispy Tacos
' Mariachi Band 6pm - 7pm

Full Service Catering Available 1

35939 Alameda del las Pulgas. Menlo Park
Take-Out (650) 854-TACO (8826) Fax (650) 854-8228

. R

{op
Award winning

pizza...

Come find out why.

Now open for lunch Sun.-Fri.
& dinner 7 days/week

Menlo Park
1001 E1 Camino Real
324-3486
Pizzza-2-Go

989 El1 Camino Real
328-1556

Los Altos

227 First St.
941-9222 )

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Coffee & Tow

Connoisseur (offee Co. Main St. Coffee Roasting (o.
2801 Middlefield Road 150 Elm St., Redwood City
Redwood City (650) 368-3430. M - F
(650) 369-5250 6am-2pm, Sat. 7am-2pm
9am-5:30pm Fresh roasted coffee beans
Mon. - Sat.

— European style. Full
coffee bar. Now serving
breakfast: M-F 6am-11am;
Sat. 7am-1 pm

Lunch: M-F 11am-2pm

Brewatiost, Lunch & Dinner

Parkside Grille Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
884 Portola Road, Portola 2020 W. El Camino Real,
Valley (650) 529-9007. Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Lunch: T-F, 11:30-2:30. Specializing in the Cuisine
Dinner: 7 nights. Bold and ~ of Puebla. Open daily for
innovative cuisine in an lunch and dinner.

elegant country setting, nes-

tled among the redwoods.

Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail
& wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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Adventure TOYS n 0 @ Fripay, AprrL 27tH 9:30 To Noon

The Smart Store for Toys & More KATHARINE HOLABIRD author of the popular books
Family Owned Since 1986 about “Al’laeﬁl'la Ba“el‘iﬂa” Wi“ I76

[mﬁgg :EEDD autographing and talking about her books.

PAGRA Gk gk gk ik gt gk gk

Easter Baskets @][@@@[ﬁ:ﬂ]ﬁm@ WEDNESDAY, May 2np 9:30 To NooN

Custom filled,

dage appropriate, @W@mﬁg Award winning author LOIS EHLERT will be talking

| 58 B H 66l Rl
S Fducational fun... about her new Harcourt picture book “Wag A Tail.
q 170 State Street

A LINDEN TREE ai'z@ S
o

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-6rm 173 MAN Sr. * Los ALtos, CA E ASTER EGG HUNT CHILDREN'S RECORDS & BOOKS (650) 949-3390
SunpAys 12-5 650.941.6043 1!1;
MARCH 311 gt

Downtown Los Altos
10:00 AM

Al About Mom & Me Kuds Activity LJ@WM/N?D

. 10:15 - 12:00
fine maternity ¢ children’s essentials &pEC]HIh’ Tﬂ\" Store

£ (800) 949-3313
9 www.lindentreebooks.com

.tom handmadespees By i * Face Painting -
NS . o a ¢ Cookie Decorating N f Make Steiff a
De\\%; e Ol 4 qu'/e,- Sponsored by your downtown kids g
"E 4 stores (while supplies last) P art gf J‘r our
e AN RS _.5 * Easter Bonnets
b it,.“i: : ? = H"“"’"J
Ll <o~ = APRIL
: | b adibly '-1_-,‘!5" : .
i\ 'm""l* N - Prepare for National
= e 650.948.4511
: ! ‘.. ¥ TV Turn'()ff Week On 237 A State Street » Los Altos
220 State Street #1, Los Altos, CA 94022 * (650) 941-1858 * Mon-Sat: 10AM-6PM . . th Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6
visit us on the web: http://www.AllAboutMomAnd FrldaY’ Aprll 20 5 B 9 PM -

Downtown Los Altos

ONGOING

Also Happening ~~ MARION JACKSTONS
Friday, April 20th & _' % .~ | Clothing
5-9pm e & Shoes

Downtown B for
Spring Stroll e i Boysand Girls

P - Children' . _
Gift ltems * Marion Jackstons is now
collecting gently used shoes

Infants to size 16

for Kids in need. - 222 Main Street
- TP S Y Los Altos
248 Main Street - Los Altos, CA 94022 650.948.0948
Ph: (650) 947-0699 © 10 - 6 Mon Sat ® 11 - 5 Sun
It’s worth the trip...
* 1 Children’s Book Store * 2 Toy Stores
e 2 Children’s Clothing Stores * 1 Maternity/Infant Store

*For more information visit:
www.losaltos-downtown.org or www.lindentreebooks.com
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FOR THE

RECORD

Play ball: Little Leagues start seasons

Major League Baseball may
not start until this Sunday, but
the Menlo-Atherton and Alpine/
West Menlo Little Leagues threw
out their respective first pitches
of the season on March 24.

Alpine/West Menlo
Thirty-eight teams represent-
ing children ages 4 to 9 partici-
pated in the Alpine/West Menlo
Little League opening day cer-
emonies at La Entrada School.
Teams from the league’s three

age levels — T-ball, coach pitch,
and pitching machine — all
took part, said parent volunteer
Juliet Wilson.

The ceremonies included the
singing of the national anthem
and donuts for the kids, she said.

Alpine league games start Sat-
urday, March 31.

Menlo-Atherton

More than 500 children, ages
6 to 12, took part in M-A Little
League’s opening day ceremony

at Burgess Park.

The ceremony included team
introductions, opening remarks
by Menlo Park City Councilman
Andy Cohen, and recognition of
longtime volunteer Vince Sakowski,
said board member Steve Bouret.

The first game of the season
followed the ceremony, in which
Lutticken’s beat Morgan Stanley
4-0 in a match up between two
majors teams.

Council members John Boyle
and Richard Cline also attended.

H OBITUARIES

Kathleen Craig Epperly

Tennis Club founder

Kathleen Epperly of Menlo
Park died March 7 following a
year-long battle with lung can-
cer. She was 73.

Born in Philadelphia, Ms. Epper-
ly received a bachelor’s degree in
economics from the University of
Pennsylvania in 1955.

She and her husband, Bill
Epperly, lived in Menlo Park for
40 years. During that time, Ms.
Epperly and a few friends formed
the Menlo Park Tennis Club, an
open, public-court tennis ladder
that grew to 200 members rang-
ing from teenagers to seniors.
The club lobbied successfully to

have three new courts built at
Nealon Park in the 1970s.

In addition to Bill, her husband
of 51 years, Ms. Epperly is sur-
vived by three children, Christine
Level of Sebastopol, Doug Epperly
of Shelter Cove, California, and
Allen Epperly of Arcata, Califor-
nia; and six grandchildren.

Observance of her passing will
be private and limited to family.

In lieu of flowers, the family
prefers that memorial donations
be made to the Sequoia Hospital
Pulmonary Rehabilitation Clin-
ic, 170 Alameda de las Pulgas,
2nd Floor, Redwood City 94062.

Norman Edwin Dilling
Grew up in Menlo Park

Norman Edwin Dilling, who

grew up in the Menlo Park area
and attended Las Lomitas district
schools and Menlo-Atherton High
School, died March 13. He was 37.

While attending Foothill Col-
lege, he met Stacey Leonheart.
They married and had two sons,
Bradley and Justin.

He managed Ace Hardware in
Palo Alto, and for the past eight years
worked for the Randall family, man-
aging the Moulding Company in
Santa Clara, family members said.

“Although his life was cut short,
he was a wonderful son, brother,
father, uncle and friend,” say fam-
ily members. “Norman will always
be with us in spirit.”

A memorial services was held
at Roller Hapgood and Tinney,
980 Middlefield Road in Palo
Alto on March 21.

m NOTES

Judged named to
hear Morrow motion

A Santa Clara County judge
has been appointed to hear a
defense motion to dismiss the
case against accused murderer
Joseph Eli Morrow in April,
allowing the long-delayed
case to proceed with a target
to begin a jury trial within
weeks, according to the San
Mateo County district attor-
ney’s office.

The district attorney’s office
reported on Friday that retired
Santa Clara County Judge
Thomas Hastings will hear
the motion on April 2 before
the case returns to San Mateo
County Superior Court.

Mr. Morrow, 58, is accused
of killing his 37-year-old wife,
Donna, on Dec. 19, 1991, and
burying her body on their 36-
acre property above Los Gatos.

‘Shocking’ dispute

Menlo Park police are still
investigating conflicting stories
of a dispute over money that
ended with one man alleg-
edly shocking the other with
an electric device and hitting
him with a pipe. The quarrel
occurred in the 900 block of
Florence Lane in Menlo Park

on Tuesday, March 20. The
two men are acquaintances,
says Nicole Acker, department
spokeswoman.

H TOWN SQUARE

Post your views and
comments on TownSquare:
www.AlmanacNews.com

m POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Office. Under law, people charged with
offenses are considered innocent until
convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft report: Three backpacks
containing wallets, keys, and other

Sacred Heart School, 150 Valparaiso
Ave., March 19.

Burglary report: Thieves took two
pieces of furniture from master bed-
room and system for sprinklers from
garage of staged house for sale, 100
block of Fenwood Drive, March 22.

MENLO PARK

items stolen from aquatics locker room,

Grand theft report: Power cords
stolen, 500 block of College Avenue,

March 21.
Fraud reports:

M Fraudulent charges on bank
account, 300 block of Waverley Street,
March 22.

B Attempt to use stolen credit card at
gas station, 700 block of Willow Road,
March 22.

WOODSIDE

Auto burglary report: Tote bag con-
taining emergency/survival kit stolen
through smashed front passenger side
window of car, 200 block of Hardwick
Road, March 21.

LADERA

Theft report: Wallet, DVD player, Gar-
min GPS and other valuables stolen
from unlocked vehicle, 3000 block of
Alpine Road, March 21.

CLICK on your
COMMUNITY

ANYTIME from
ANYWHERE

‘ www.almanachews.com

CALLA is "kicking" up our heels
Celebrating the opening of OUR new shoe store in town

/F
Calla Kicks

1060 Evelyn Street
Menlo Park, CA
650-322-5524

Stop by Kicks all day on Thursday March 29™

For prizes, treats, and Peet's
And see what shoes are new on the streets!

WRITE NOW!

@

Emerson Schoal, Palo Al
Hicsemda Schoaol, Pleasanton

Expository Writing 7/9-7/13
Creative Writing 7/16-7/20
Presentation Skills 7/23-7/27
Computer Booster 7/30-8/3

Summer Writing &
Computer Camps

Week 1 - Expository Writing - focuses on the preparation of prose
forms used in school assignments and the processes of selecting a
topic, outlining the content, establishing a style, and writing
mechanics (word choice, spelling, sentence structure, etc.).

Week 2 - Creative Writing - concentrates on a variety of forms (e.g.,
stories, poems, plays) with emphases on point of view, character,
setting, action or plot,and writing mechanics as well as authentic self

expression
'eek 3 - Presentation Techniques - will develop students’ public
speaking and analytical skills for a variety of purposes (e.g., class
presentations, debates) using of age-appropriate supporting tools
(e.i ., handouts, posters, overhead projections, props, PowerPoint).

week 4 - Computer IQ Booster - will address three capabilities:
« Introduction to computer use and MS Word (G 2-3);
« Essential Software—MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint (G 4-5);
» Problem Solving with six computer models (G 6-8).

Emerson School
Palo Alto, 650-424-1267

Grade 2-8

Hacienda School
Pleasanton, 925-485-5750
7/23-7/27
7/30-8/3
8/6-8/10
8/13-8/17

writing@headsup.org, www.headsup.org |

Special

PHoTtos Fi OREVER’

MySpecial Photos scans slides,
negatives, and photos to CD’s-DVD's

MySpecial gy Photos

www.MySpecialPhotos.com
4966 El Camino Real, Los Altos
(650) 964-1023

Affordable Professional Photo Services
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POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.AlmanacNews.com
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CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2626, ext. 222.

Viewpoint

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about

local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

One concept of the three- and four-story apartment, retail and office complex proposed for 1300 El Camino Real by Sand Hill Management Co.

Time to work on El Camino

he recent decision by Sand Hill Property Co. to

abandon a 134-unit rental housing project in

downtown Menlo Park underscores the need for
the City Council to begin action as soon as possible to
update zoning on El Camino Real.

The Sand Hill firm acted after three council members
said they could not support
the housing plan, which
would have required the city
to allow more than twice
the density (40 units per
acre) permitted in the current zoning. Instead, the firm
said it would apply to build retail and office space on the
3.45-acre former Cadillac dealership site that conforms
to current zoning.

Another major downtown housing plan, for 135 condo-
minium units on Derry Lane near Oak Grove Avenue, is
also treading water, since voters approved a call for a refer-
endum on the project. With the City Council’s permission,
the developers are in negotiations with Morris Brown of
Menlo Park Tomorrow, the group that organized the suc-
cessful petition drive that halted the project.

But after nearly five months of negotiations, there is
no indication that the two sides are near agreement on a
compromise plan. Mr. Brown said he was pleased that the

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac
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rental housing plan was withdrawn, saying the height and
density of the buildings were out of step with the city’s
current zoning

Both projects faltered due to the lack of a clear under-
standing of what the City Council will permit to be built
on El Camino. Clearly, the present council is not willing
to approve a high-density housing development that would
require three- to four-story buildings. Current zoning
is geared for retail and office space, but as auto dealers
abandon large parcels, mixed use with housing and retail
is what developers say has the best chance for success.

Mayor Kelly Fergusson and Vice Mayor Andy Cohen
need to lead the charge to come up with a firm develop-
ment plan for El Camino Real. The city has already spon-
sored a design charrette and could participate in a study
of El Camino by a joint powers group that represents all
20 cities in San Mateo County. Menlo Park needs to begin
planning now if it expects to keep pace with its neighbors
in Redwood City and Palo Alto, which both have invested
in major downtown improvements.

No one wants the council to act hastily, but it is time
to move ahead on a plan for downtown. The longer the
council waits, the more difficult it will be to attract the
very best projects to upgrade the city’s share of the “Grand
Boulevard.”
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This undated aerial photo shows El
Camino Real in Menlo Park in the late
1940s or 1950s after widening of
the signature street had taken place.
The major east-west streets visible,
from left to right, include Menlo,
Santa Cruz and Oak Grove avenues.
Note the Menlo Park Presbyterian
Church (steeple visible on Santa
Cruz Avenue), which long ago moved
further west to the site covered by
foliage in the photo. Also note the
housing along Santa Cruz where
Flegels furniture store is today.

s

Photo by Mark Flegel

LETTERS

Our readers write

Lost opportunity for
BMR housing

Editor:

The 1300 El Camino (Cadil-
lac) project offered Menlo Park
its first major new rental apart-
ments in decades. It was a tran-
sit-oriented complex that would
have provided 134 rental units,
including 22 below market rate
(BMR) units, as well as retail
and office space.

One of the City Council’s
complaints about this project
was there was not enough retail.
Another was that we have enough
rental units in the city and,
because our city would not get
tax revenue from the rentals, the
apartments should be condos.

The height, setback and den-
sity of the project were assailed
but the council gave no hint to
the developer about what num-
bers would be acceptable. The
council was not willing to work
with the developer to come up
with a compromise plan.

So instead of much-need-
ed housing and tax-producing
retail, it looks like we will get a
grocery store and offices, neither
of which will generate much in

the way of tax revenue.

While the City Council and
community members continue
to talk about the need to update
the general plan and residential
zoning ordinances before agree-
ing to go forward with projects,
nothing has been done to begin
the process. As Brielle Johnck
noted last week, this process
could take quite some time. In
essence, a moratorium has been
created without public discus-
sion or vote of the council.

An El Camino task force
is under consideration. While
this is potentially a good way
to solicit community input, we
already have had charrettes,
the county has a “Grand Bou-
levard” commission composed
of elected officials, and who
knows how many other groups
or agencies are working on the
same two miles or so of Menlo
Park real estate?

Add to that the Green Ribbon
Task Force on Global Warming,
which should also be involved
with this vital discussion, and
we now have a lot of overlapping
groups and interests that don’t
communicate with each other.

Back to our BMR units. We are
left to wonder about the commit-
ment of our council members to
the BMR program and afford-
able housing. Council members

serve on various housing boards
and commissions, but whose
interests do they represent? Do
they really represent the 500 or
so households on our BMR list or
other Menlo Park residents who
might benefit from expanded
and more diverse, potentially
affordable, housing options? Or
do they represent their own re-
election interests?
Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

Why put your child
in danger?

Editor:

Last week’s photo of 5-year-old
Hanna Kopisch riding her tiny
bike in a narrow space between
arow of parked cars and moving
traffic is compelling.

Clearly, measures need to be
taken to make pedestrians and
bikers safe. But until something
is done, why would parents
knowingly put a child in this
kind of danger day after day?

Maria Ploeger

Marmona Drive, Menlo Park

B TOWN SQUARE

Post your views and
comments on TownSquare:
www.AlmanacNews.com

™

o

Ralphie and all your neighbors will hear you in

TOWNSQUARE.

The Almanac’s Online Gathering Place

Discuss community issues. Ask for advice.
Announce an event.
Report a sports score and more.
Rate a movie. Review a restaurant.

Be a citizen journalist.

www.almanacnews.com

meAlmanac
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770 Bear Gulch Road
Woodside

FOR SALE $2,995,000

¢ 3 bedrooms and
2.5 bathrooms in the
main residence

® Elegant guest studio with
full bathroom

e Stunning Asian-influenced

Scott Dancer design indoors and out

650.529.2454

scottdancer.com

e Two acres of lushly
landscaped, forested

property

CoOLDWELL

BANKER O

2969 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Premier PTOPErtiesS  oeredbyscott bancer
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