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apr.com

4=
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 N
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. L REALTORS ]

Jd REDWOOD CITY

98| This wonderful 4bd/3.5ba home is
e ™ located within Woodhill Estates - an
enclave of lovely homes surrounded
by mature landscaping and views.
& This large home has 2 bonus rooms
" for 5th bd/office. Pool/spa.

| $1,850,000

| WOODSIDE

Live a quiet, country lifestyle
surrounded by natural beauty on
this beautiful 4.2+/- acre property
in the heart of Woodside. The main
house approximately 3,500+/-sf is
situated with the best views of this
gorgeous lot and is surrounded by
extensive decks for outdoor living.

$7,950,000

MENLO PARK

A light filled living room gives
this 4bd/3ba home its gracious
character. Separate DR, family
room/den, bonus office and large
open yards with top schools make
this home a superb buy.

$1,549,000

apr.com | MENLO PARK OFFICE 620 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE 650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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The Allied Arts Guild in Menlo Park is known
for its distinctive Spanish Colonial architecture
and lush gardens, but the historic complex has
few visitors, raising questions about the future
of the Peninsula landmark. Almanac photo by
Veronica Weber. See Page 10.
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UMoodside Delz

Ttalfian Delicacties

Gourmet Italian Foods

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm « Sun 8am-4pm
(650) 369-4235

WEEKLY SPECIALS

fbprmer

Columbus
Pepper Salami

Stella

Fromager :
Fontinella

D’Affinois

YL
Ib.

Exp. 7/31/07 Exp. 7/31/07

1453 Woodside Road, Redwood City (across from Woodside Plaza)

When excellence is the
expectation, Regal® is the
definitive choice.

Benjamin Moore
The Leader in Paint & Color™

Benjamin
Moore

Paints

EEM\U'I Paint & Wallpaper

717 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park
(Across from the Fire Station) 650-322-2238

July 18, 2007 = The Almanac m 3



A TOWN MARKET PLACE

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates: July 18, 19, 20, 21
www.robertsmarket.com

WYY PRODUCE P& @™
Large
YELLOW PEACHES e ) $1.99..

Kent _ .
MANGOS C AT 9%

Sweet ) -
WHITE CORN [ > oo 3w 99
99

Crisp

BLUELAKE BEANS

=<

An Elegant, Crisp, White Summer Wine

fyou are looking for a refreshing, crisp, light-bodied wine this summer, you won't do bet-
Iter than to drink Albarifio. This elegant import is a native of Spain, which is the only place
in the world where this grape is grown. In fact, the Albarifio grape is difficult to cultivate,
produces low yields, and is quite expensive. However, the payoff
comes in the form of exceptional wines that are elegant, crisp,
dry, and aromatic, with a unique and pleasing flavor. Nicknamed
the "Wines of the Sea," Albarifio is particularly seafood-friendly.
Its coastal origins give rise to images of small cafes in fishing vil- 2.
lages, where this white wine favorite is enjoyed with local seafood o
dishes. Albarifio is a very attractive summer wine.

Ai—ll)ariflo, a white wine from Spain, truly exhibits the qualities of a summer wine.
owever, it is not the only one! At ROBERTS MARKET, we can find you the perfect wine
for any summer activity. Whether you need a wine to go with the steaks you are having at
your next barbeque, or a wine for a romantic picnic we can help! We are your source for
specialty foods, including Indian, Asian, European, and other specialties.

HINT: Albarifio can also be drunk as an aperitif.

TN CROCERY V& &
PEPSI-DR. PEPPER-MOUNTAIN DEW 52 ]9

12 oz. 6pack cans — Plus Calif. Redeem Value

]TZIIGIZ.I\_I\II\llg(S)hISmS!.IS(WEIS) MEDIUM CHEDDAR CHEESE ¢ 3.29
]S(ﬁI}AH LEE BUTTER POUND CAKE $1.99
]SOI\!)IZUCKERS SIMPLY FRUIT SPREAD $1.99
”t}EISCO CHIPS AHOY COOKIES $2.69

VIVA ULTRA PAPER TOWELS $1.79

Beecher's Flagship

Handmade cheese
Pride of the Beechers' Fleet
One year aged, semi-hard cow's milk cheese.A uniquely robust and nutty flavor.

NoWoman

Beecher's added uniquely Jamacan spices to create a cheese with warm nutty,
spicy flavor. It's smkey and earthy with a touch of brown sugar and cloves.

Marco Polo

Beecher's creamy cheese blended with lightly milled green

and black Madagascar peppercorns.This sophisticated yet
approachable chees has a memoralbe bite and texture. $ ! 4.98
Ib

- Summertime Whites - ¥

2006 Cicchitti Torrontes, Argentina
Torrontes is best known in Madeira wines. The dry, table wine Torrontes is crisp with a
Sauvignon Blanc/Viognier character.
2006 Martin Codax Albarifio, Rias Baixas, Spain
Albarifio is Spain's most prestigious white wine grape producing racy, zippy whites with
citrus and mineral complexity.
2006 Cheseboro Vermentino, Arroyo Seco
Vermentino is native to southern Italy and pairs beautifully with seafood and light
Mediterranean cuisine.
2005 Brooks "Amycas", Oregon
A lively, fresh, fragment blend of Pinot Gris, Pinot Blanc, Riesling, Gewurztraminer and
Muscat. Delicious!!!
2005 Jean-Claude Roux Quincy
This is classic Sauvignon Blanc from France's Loire Valley. Crisp and refreshing,
2006 Daedalus Gruner Veltliner, Willamette Valle
Gruner Veltliner is Austria's native white wine grape, producing flavorful wines that are a
hypothetical cross of Sauvignon Blanc and Riesling.
The above wines assort for a 10% case discount.

— Special This Week at Roberts —
PORK CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGE :+==-$3.98 1

: $4.98 .

Single Roll
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SWEET SICILIAN PORK SAUSAGE
HOT PORK ITALIAN SAUSAGE $4.98 .
BRATWURST care S4.98 1




Local News

MENLO
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Gun incident blows over,
not up; district manager
suspended two weeks

By Marion Softky

Almanac staff writer

usiness at the West Bay
BSanitary District is back

on track a month after an
employee reported to the police
that that District Manager Tim
Clayton brandished a BB gun at
employees in the office on June
1.

The San Mateo County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office investi-
gated the matter, and declined
to file charges. And the sanitary
district board reviewed the com-
plaint and the subse-
quent investigation
in closed session at |
its meeting July 11,
and reported that
no action was taken.
Mr. Clayton is still in
charge.

Board President
Ronald Shepherd
declined to discuss
anything about the
case. “Tt is inappro-
priate to discuss any
personnel issue with the paper,”
he told the Almanac.

The Almanac learned of the
incident when someone anony-
mously sent the paper a copy of
a June 7 letter from Mr. Shep-
herd to the staff, announcing an
investigation by the district of
Mr. Clayton’s “alleged conduct,”
and asking for their coopera-
tion.

The anonymous sender
enclosed a copy of the Menlo
Park police daily log for Sunday
June 3, which said, “The report-
ing party came into the Menlo
Park PD Lobby to report that on
Friday her employer brandished
an air pistol at employees. Inves-
tigation continuing.”

Nicole Acker of the police
department said the police
report had been forwarded to
the San Mateo County District
Attorney’s Office for review.

Chief Deputy District Attorney
Steve Wagstaffe said all the wit-
nesses asserted that Mr. Clayton
brandished the gun in a joking,
non-threatening manner. To
warrant charges, the brandishing
must be done in a “threatening
or intimidating manner,” he
said.

Mr. Clayton told the Almanac
the incident that triggered the

complaint. “was just plain stu-
pid. ... T apologized to the staff.
apologized to the board.”

He said he had ordered a BB
air pistol over the Internet to dis-
courage the raccoons that were
eating the koi fish in his pond.
Because he lives alone, he had
the pellet gun delivered to the
district office in Menlo Park.

When the gun arrived on May
31, he said, he made a “terrible
error” He unwrapped it and
took it into the front office to
ask if a second package — which

‘It was just plain
stupid. | apologized
to the staff.

| apologized to
the board.’

Tim CLAYTON, MANAGER,
WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

Almanac file photo, 1999

contained the BBs and the air
capsule to propel them — had
arrived.

“An employee claimed that T
pointed it in their direction in a
threatening manner,” he said.

A second incident followed
on the next day, Friday, June 1,
Mr. Clayton said. He and three
other employees, not including
the complainant, drove out to
Los Trancos Woods to scope out
where they could have a ground-
breaking celebration for new
sewers.

After they realized that any
party out there would be a “com-
plete and utter disaster,” Mr.
Clayton said, they were joking
morbidly about their failure to
find a party place. He then pulled
out the air pistol and pointed it at
his head in a joke gesture, he said.
“Everyone in the truck will tell
you I never pointed it at anybody
other than myself,” he added.

The party for the Los Trancos
sewers took place at the district
office on Monday, June 4. The
police appeared that afternoon,
Mr. Clayton said.

After the complaint was filed,
Mr. Clayton said, he was sus-
pended for two weeks without
pay, and took a training course
on violence in the workplace. &

ATHERTON |

WooDsIDE |

PoRTOLA VALLEY

Crash on El Camino causes
serious injury, traffic gridlock

B The accident is likely to be discussed at the
Menlo Park council meeting Tuesday.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

traffic accident left a
driver severely injured
Saturday morning at

the intersection of Watkins
Avenue and El Camino Real in
Atherton.

The woman, 28, from Alam-
eda was taken to Stanford hos-
pital with serious injuries and
is still being treated, said Sgt.
Tim Lynch of the Atherton
Police Department on Mon-
day. Her passenger was treated
and released, and the other
two drivers involved were not
injured, he said.

“El Camino was closed off
from around 9:30 until about
2 p.m.,” said Menlo Park resi-
dent Martin Engel in a post on
Town Square (www.Almanac-
News.com). “There was traffic
grid-lock the entire length of
Menlo Park.”

The three-car accident
occurred just before 9 a.m. as
the driver of a Nissan sedan
apparently attempted to turn
left onto southbound El Cami-
no Real from Watkins Avenue,
said Sgt. Lynch.

The collision left the driver
trapped in her car, and fire-

fighters had to extricate her,
Sgt. Lynch said.

“They had cut off the roof
of the car and were working
very hard to get her out of the
car,” said a witness, Menlo
Park resident Morris Brown,
in an e-mail. “It took at least
40 minutes to get her free.

“Over five hours later, they
still did not have the accident
site cleared,” he said. “They
closed off El Camino going
north at Encinal and detoured
the traffic around the site.”

The accident is under inves-
tigation and police are not
releasing the names of those
involved, Sgt. Lynch said.

Medical office

The collision, at what resi-
dents say is a dangerous inter-
section, is likely to come up
at the Tuesday, July 17, Menlo
Park City Council meeting,
when the council considers
an appeal over a medical
office building proposed at the
vacant Acorn restaurant site at
the intersection.

Opponents of the project
say a traffic study should have
been required.

There’s no traffic signal at

Photo courtesy of Morris Brown
The roof of the car had to be removed to extricate the woman driver, said Morris Brown, who provided this photo.

the intersection, just a stop

sign at the end of Watkins

Avenue. “If T had my way,
it would be right-turn only
there,” Sgt. Lynch said.

The accident may strengthen
arguments against the pro-
posed medical building project
at 1906 El Camino Real, which
is in Menlo Park’s jurisdic-
tion.

Menlo Park resident Mike
Brady is appealing the Plan-
ning Commission’s approval
ofa 9,825-square-foot building
planned for the site.

Mr. Brady says the applicant
took advantage of the city’s
relaxed building guidelines in
getting the two-story project
approved.

The council meeting starts at
7 p.m. in the council chambers
at the Civic Center, between
Laurel and Alma streets.

When city staff considered
the proposal for the Acorn site,
elevator shafts and mechani-
cal rooms weren’t included
in measuring the total square
footage — a practice used in
the past by city staff that Mr.
Brady says is inexcusable.

He says the square footage
calculation allowed the project
to slip under a requirement for
a traffic study on projects of at
least 10,000 square feet. &
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Wood'side

Beauty Salon

3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103

v

We offer
Family haircuts,
Hair colors, Perms,
Wedding & Formal
hair styles, Manicure

& Pedicure, Facials, &

Body treatments.

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

v

Open:
Tuesday — Friday
9am. -6 p.m.

Saturday 10 am. — 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

gmayes O/

It
BAYAREABRIDAL.NET
NEWTHINGS.COM

408.517.5700

19640 STEVENS CREEK Blvd.
(at Market Place Center)
HWY 280 & WOLFE RD.

CUPERTINO, CALIFORNIA

N EWS

Atherton mayor’s roof peak piques tipster

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

n anonymous tipster is
Apiqued about the peak

of Atherton Mayor Alan
Carlson’s house.

A section of Mr. Carlson’s
roof, it seems, is 7 inches taller
than the maximum height the
town allows. A surveyor’s letter
dated March 9, 2000, detail-
ing the over-height roof peak
was copied from the Atherton
building department’s file on
the property and anonymously
sent to Planning Commissioner
Jim Dobbie.

While the town recently has gone
after a handful of homeowners
for building projects that violate
town rules, Mr. Carlson won't be
receiving an abatement notice for
his seven-year-old house, said City
Attorney Marc Hynes.

Mr. Hynes said he looked
into the roof-height matter when
town officials became aware of it,
and determined that it was “de
minimis,” a legal term signifying
something that is so minor as to
be insignificant.

“I'd make the same determina-
tion for anybody,” said Mr. Hynes.
“The town would look ridiculous
going after something that’s under
afoot over (height). It would be dif-
ferent if it were under construction,
but it’s been built, finaled and in
existence for seven years.”

Mr. Carlson said he had no
idea that an 8-foot length of his
roof peak was too tall until last
month, when City Manager Jim
Robinson told him about the
anonymous letter.

“If P’d known about it at the
time, we could have remedied it,”
Mr. Carlson told the Almanac.

He said he would consider

recusing himself from council
decisions about building height
on a case-by-case basis. “Would
it influence my decision on any-
thing else? Unequivocally, no.”

Mr. Carlson said he would not
try to find out who peeked in
the building file and leaked the
information.

“When confronted with a situa-
tion like that, the best thing to do
is disclose it and move on, which
I did,” Mr. Carlson said.

Mr. Dobbie said he didn’t
know why the information was
sent to him.

“Any time there’s the implica-
tion that a councilman is getting
favored treatment, that’s some-
thing people are going to wonder
about,” he said. “There’s been so
much trouble in the building
department, having another thing
like this, true or untrue, is some-
thing we don’t need.” B

m COLLEGE GRADS

MW Jeannie Campbell-Urban
received a bachelor of arts degree,
cum laude, in politics with certificates
in Latin American studies and Spanish,
from Princeton University. She was

a four year member of the Princeton
women'’s swim team. Jeannie is a
graduate of La Entrada Middle School

and Sacred Heart Preparatory. She is
the daughter of Diane Campbell and
Ed Urban of Woodside.

M Benjamin Cooper of Portola
Valley received a bachelor of arts
degree in economics from Pomona
College in Claremont. He was co-cap-
tain of the Pomona-Pitzer water polo

team. Benjamin is the son of Mary
and Tom Cooper.

M Fabriano C. Angelo, son of

Paul and Kristine Angelo of Menlo
Park, received a bachelor of science
degree in economics and business
administration/marketing from Saint
Mary’s College in Moraga, California.

Music@Menlo

CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL AND INSTITUTE

David Finckel & Wu Han, Artistic Directors

Atherton, Menlo Park, Palo Alto
July 22-August 10, 2007

INFORMATION & TICKETS

www.musicatmenlo.org

phone: 650-331-0202

EACH DAY FEATURES:
= WORLD-CLASS CONCERTS
= EDUCATIONAL SYMPOSIA
= STUDENT MASTER CLASSES
= FREE CONCERTS AND EVENTS

“The Muses themselves could hardly
have designed a festival more assured
of success than Music@Menlo.”

— MusicAL AMERICA

Our thanks to the following corporations and foundations for their generous support:

CHUBB
PERSONAL
INSURANCE

@

o
Microsoft citigroup)

private bank

THE WILLIAM AND FLORA
HEWLETT FOUNDATION

The David and Lucile

ARTISTS & SPEAKERS 2007

Violin The Miami String Quartet
Jorja Fleezanis Ivan Chan

Erin Keefe Cathy Meng Robinson
Philip Setzer Yu Jin

lan Swensen Keith Robinson
Joseph Swensen Bass

Viola DaXun Zhang
Roberto Diaz Piano

Masao Kawasaki Inon Barnatan

Paul Neubauer Gary Graffman

Cello Gilbert Kalish

Colin Carr Kevin Murphy

Andrés Diaz Wu Han

David FianEI Harpsichord/Fortepiano
Ralph Kirshbaum Kenneth Cooper

The Escher String Quartet Flute

Adam Barnett-Hart Carol Wincenc

Wu Jie

Pierre Lapointe OI.’°,e

Andrew Janss William Bennett

Packard Foundation

KORET

FOUNDATION FUNDS

Clarinet
Carey Bell

Bassoon
Dennis Godburn

French horn
William VerMeulen

Soprano
Heidi Grant Murphy

Baritone
Christopheren Nomura

Guitar
Jason Vieaux

Percussion
Florian Conzetti
Christopher Froh

Speakers

Bruce Adolphe
Brian Newhouse
Michael Steinberg
Robert Winter

The Meveury News

The Newspaper of Silicon Valley
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Atherton mayor on puti

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

quil year for Atherton Mayor
Alan Carlson.

The town’s busy building
department has been rocked
with controversy over sloppy pro-
cedures, uncollected permit fees
and questionable use of the build-
ing official’s discretionary author-
ity. Three audits and a personnel
investigation apparently failed to
turn up any criminal wrongdo-
ing, but led to big changes in the
building department.

Then in February, the civil grand
jury issued a report slamming the
town for not requiring fire district
approval of home building plans
for fire safety. A fire board official
claimed the town allowed homes
with dangerous basements to
be built, something Mr. Carlson
vehemently denied.

And then there are the law-
suits. The town’s litigation bud-
get of $39,000 was not quite up to
the task. Atherton spent almost
$280,000 in the fiscal year that
ended June 30 to defend the
town and to bring action against
others, including the local high
school district, over a planned
performing arts center.

The questions and answers
below have been edited for brev-
ity and relevance.

It hasn’t been the most tran-

You’ve said that the build-
eing department troubles
dor’t rank at the top in terms of
some of the other turmoil Ather-
ton had been through in recent
years. What ranks at the top?
I think when the police
echief (Steve Cader) was
getting a Land Cruiser (in 1999),
and there was just a general, total
lack of confidence in the admin-
istration. And it seemed like
every time the people in those
(top) positions turned around,
they did something that caused
a problem.

How are you getting along
ewith the Menlo Park Fire
Protection District since the civil
grand jury report came out?
The relationship between
ethe fire district and Ather-
ton has never been adversarial, it’s
just been nonexistent. The grand
jury report [slamming Atherton
for not cooperating with the fire
district], as many faults as I think
it had, had one good aspect to
it, and that was it is a catalyst to
begin discussions between the
fire district and the town.

In my mind, the problem
is that the grand jury looked
in the wrong place, because it
wasn’t Atherton that didn’t have
the procedures, it was the fire
district that didn’t have the pro-

The Almanac/Veronica Weber

‘The relationship between
the fire district
and Atherton has
never been adversarial;
it’s just been nonexistent.’

ATHERTON MAYOR ALAN CARLSON

cedures. This you can fault both
the town and the fire district
for: there was an informal rela-
tionship between the building
department and the fire district,
which really wasn’t always clear.
And that’s being clarified now. I
think it will be smooth sailing
after that.

It’s very, very clear that the
district wants to cooperate with
the town, and the town wants to
cooperate with the district.

What’s going to be the
Q ehighlight of your year as
mayor?
A new and involved rela-
etionship with the fire dis-
trict. As a City Council, we
ought to be thinking about what
the fire district is doing, what
services they are providing and
how theyre providing them.
And up until now, it’s not been
something that we’ve concerned
ourselves with.

B Q&A ATHERTON

An Atherton resident since 1988,
Alan Carlson has served on the
City Council since 1998. Now in
his third, four-year term, he has
the longest tenure of anyone

on the council. His colleagues
elected him to the largely honor-
ary position of mayor for 2007,
he previously was mayor in 2002.
Mr. Carlson, who was born in
Oakland and grew up in Ukiah,

is an attorney specializing in
employment law for Littler & Men-
delson in San Jose. This interview
was conducted by Aimanac staff
writer Andrea Gemmet.

ing out fires

How urgent is the need
Qofor a new town hall and
police department facility?
A How urgent can it be? I've

ebeen involved with it for
nine years. First of all, the town
hasn’t got money for it, so we’re
going to have to raise money
for it.

I thinkif you look at the whole
complex, you've got a building
department and public works
department in trailers. Then
you've got a Police Department
in a completely antiquated
facility. We have women police
officers now, and when it was
designed, there really weren’t
women police officers. And
then you’ve got the admin-
istrative staff just stacked on
top of each other. It’s not very
efficient.

We’ve had some drawings
done, and it’s just a matter of
moving ahead.

Would there have been
ebetter oversight of the
building department if it had
been in the same building as the
city manager?
I don’t know. What was
egoing on in the build-
ing department was a building
department that was running
fairly smoothly, but that couldn’t
withstand the scrutiny of mod-
ern procedures.

What do you think is the
e biggest challenge facing
Atherton?

All of it comes back to

e financial. What worries me

the most is that we don’t have a

long-term financial solution (for

funding town services). We run

up to each parcel tax election

and we’re on the brink every

time. If it doesn’t pass, it’s going
to be financial disaster.

But by the same token, our
needs are continually greater
because the cost of things is
continually greater. (Council-
man) Bill Conwell always used
to say that we are in the service
industry, and he’s right. And
the service industry’s primary
cost is employees. Where is
your biggest chunk of employ-
ees? It’s in the police depart-
ment. What do the residents
really like about this town? The
police department.

How successful have been
Q ethe attempts to find a
replacement revenue source for
the parcel tax?
A They’ve been unsuccess-
eful. I don’t know what the
solution is. I don’t think there
is one.

See CARLSON, page 8

REAL ESTATE

Q&A =~

by Gloria Dark

e -

It's all in the family

.q\.

\

Dear Gloria, I find myself in a dif-
ficult situation. I am in the process of
separating from my husband and we
have listed my house with his sister,
who is not a local realtor. The house
has been on the market for over six
months and we have had no offers.
What do people do in a situation like
this? Ijust need to get the house sold
and move on.

— Lisa

Dear Lisa, Whether or not your agent
is your sister-in-law, we so often see prop-
erty not being properly marketed when
sellers use a realtor who is not familiar
with the local area. You have the added
potentially sensitive situation of having
this agent be family (which is also not
a good idea). As I am sure you are
aware, the last several months have been
a robust sellers market but that has now
changed. While it is still strong it is not
like it was in the first part of the year.

What T would suggest you do is talk
with your current agent, tell her what a
bind you are in and asked to be released
from the listing, if it still has not expired.
Then talk to an agent who works in
your area and knows the local situation.
For example, what is going on with the
schools; is there room in the neigh-
borhood school? Are there bonds and
assessments? What are the demograph-
ics of the neighborhood? And most
importantly, does your house show well
and is it priced right? T have to speculate
that it is too high or with the strong con-
ditions we have had, it would have sold in
spite of the circumstances you describe.
It is often difficult for an agent to tell a
seller that the house is not well presented
but probably even more difficult for a
relative to say this. Get a realtor who will
tell you what you need to do to get the
house sold.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me
at gdarke@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a free

market analysis of your property.
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Anti-development residents
oppose hotel-office project

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park residents
who led the success-
ful referendum drive

against the Derry condo-com-
mercial project saying the proj-
ect would add too many homes
to Menlo Park, are now saying
David Bohannon’s proposed
hotel and office complex would
add too many jobs to the city.

Five residents used the City
Council’s July 10 scoping session
on the project’s environmental
impact report to sound off on
the size and potential impacts
of the project.

“Is this something Menlo Park
wants?” asked Morris Brown.
“In my mind, it’s completely out
of scale.”

Although Mr. Brown and oth-
ers didn’t focus much criticism
at the proposed eight-story, 235-
room hotel, they did question
the planned 700,000 square feet
of office space — they said that
more employees means impacts
on the city’s traffic, schools, and
neighborhoods.

“The hotel needs to stand on

its own,” said Flias Blawie, not-
ing the project calls for much
more office space than what
was approved for the Rosewood
Hotel/office project being built
off Sand Hill Road.

Mr. Bohannon’s hotel and
office project is proposed for
two sites totaling 15 acres on
Independence and Constitution
drives near the intersection of
Marsh Road and U.S. 101.

The hotel and office buildings
would be about 130 feet tall, and
the hotel could be up and run-
ning by 2009.

Mr. Bohannon said the project
would generate $1.6 million a year
in tax revenues for the city, includ-
inga $1.37 million annual boost to
the city’s hotel tax revenues.

Jobs/housing ratio

The speakers said the esti-
mated 1,800 jobs created by the
offices and hotel are a negative
feature of Mr. Bohannon’s proj-
ect, arguing that new employees
would worsen the city’s jobs-to-
housing imbalance.

Speakers pointed to a state push
for cities to increase housing to

accommodate a growing number
of jobs. All five of the speakers
— Mr. Brown, Mr. Blawie, Vince
Bressler, Patti Fry and David Speer
— previously fought to limit the
number of homes per acre in the
Derry project.

Mr. Bohannon said any
impacts on the city, including
effects on the jobs-to-housing
ratio, will be studied during the
environmental review process.

“The residents who spoke have
alegitimate concern,” said Coun-
cilman Heyward Robinson after
the meeting. “For every job that’s
created, that’s going to increase
our share of housing units. ...
That’s not David Bohannon’s
problem to solve, but it’s a city-
wide issue to think about when
we look at this project.”

“Nobody wants [Menlo Park] to
turn into a big metropolitan cen-
ter,” said Councilman John Boyle.
“But ’'m not in the camp that sug-
gests everything that creates more
jobs or more traffic is bad.”

Mr. Bohannon’s team has cre-
ated a Web site devoted to the
project at www.BohannonPark.
com. A

Decision time for rebuilding Sequoia Hospital

A key meeting on the $240
million plan to rebuild and
expand Sequoia Hospital will
start at 7 p.m. Tuesday, July
17, when the Redwood City
Planning Commission meets
to review the proposal and pos-
sibly act on it.

City staff is asking the Plan-

ning Commission to recom-
mend the City Council approve
rezoning and the environ-
mental impact report for the
plan, which involves building
a 148,000-square-foot hospital
building at the site; remodel-
ing and upgrading much of the
existing building; and adding a

LGBT business group holds social event

The Golden Gate Business
Association, which bills itself
as the nation’s first lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
(LCBT) chamber of commerce,
is hosting a “Make Contact”
event from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 25, at Mime’s Cafe at
2050 Broadway in downtown
Redwood City.

All business people from LGBT
and LGBT-friendly business are

invited to attend and partici-
pate in the building of a new
Peninsula chapter of the Golden
Gate Business Association, said
Don Diltz, a real estate broker at
Coldwell Banker in Menlo Park
and a founding member of the
association.

“Come one and come all,” he
said. The event is free. For more
information, call Don Diltz at 464-
5555 or go to www.GGBA.com.

four-and-a-half-level parking
structure.

A 47,750-square-foot skilled
nursing facility on the site would
be demolished and a 50,000-
square-foot medical office
building would be constructed
in its place.

The net increase in develop-
ment would be 106,000 square
feet for hospital use and 50,000
square feet for medical offices.

The hospital is at 170 Alam-
eda de las Pulgas, at Whipple
Avenue, in Redwood City. The
meeting will be in the City
Council chambers in City
Hall, 1017 Middlefield Road in
Redwood City.

For more information, see the
Redwood City Planning Com-
mission agenda and staff report,
by clicking here: www.redwood-
city.org
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Council avoids firm stance
on Dumbarton Rail

Menlo Park City Council
members have major concerns
about trains rolling along the
Dumbarton rail line by Menlo
Park homes, but they decided
at their July 10 meeting to not
send a negative message about
the project — not yet, at least.

Instead, the council voted 4-
0, with Richard Cline absent,
to sign off on a letter of general
concerns about the Dumbarton
Rail project — a passenger train
system that would run across
the old Dumbarton rail bridge
and connect Menlo Park and
Redwood City to the East Bay.

The train system could be up
and running by 2012. Plans call
for running 12 commuter trains
(six in the morning and six at
night) across the rail bridge to
transport East Bay commuters to
the Peninsula, and back home.

Among the council’s concerns
are the noise, vibration, and
environmental impacts caused
by diesel passenger and freight
trains running through the Sub-
urban Park, Belle Haven, and
Lorelei Manor neighborhoods.

Menlo Park residents have
asked council members to
oppose the project if it does
not mitigate impacts on their
homes, but council members
agreed that it’s too early to
tell how severe those impacts

m MENLO PARK WATCH

would be, and held off criticiz-
ing the project.

The council’s letter will be
sent to the Dumbarton Rail
Corridor Project Policy Adviso-
ry Committee, a group of public
officials assisting Caltrain in
planning the project.

Globtrotters’ coach
to be honored

Daniel Serafine, coach of the
Globetrotters basketball team
from 1941 to 1945, will be honored
with a proclamation from Menlo
Park Mayor Kelly Fergusson at the
City Council’s July 17 meeting.

Mr. Serafine, a Sharon Heights
resident, will be honored at the
beginning of the meeting, which
starts at 7 p.m. in the council
chambers at the Civic Center,
between Laurel and Alma streets.

Climate meeting

The Menlo Park Green Rib-
bon Citizens Committee, a task
force studying how the city can
address global warming at a
local level, is set to meet July
18. The meeting is scheduled to
start at4 p.m. in the basement of
the Menlo Park Library, at 800
Alma St.

Koi killed after Civic Center cleanup

About a dozen koi were
unintentionally killed after
Menlo Park employees tempo-
rarily moved the distinct fish
in order to clean the pond at
the Civic Center, said Ruben
Nino, the city’s acting public
works director.

After the koi pond was
cleaned and refilled last week,
the water temperature was like-
ly too cold when the fish were
put back in the pond, Mr. Nino
said. He said the fish likely died
shortly after they were put back
in the pond on July 12.

CARLSON

continued from page 7

Neighborhood concerns
e led Atherton to file a law-
suit against the new performing
arts center planned for Menlo-
Atherton High School. What are
the key issues?
The amount of usage, in
eterms of large events and
the kind of impact that would
have on the neighborhood. What
impact is it going to have on
traffic, what impact is it going to
have on drainage?

Will it be resolved out of

e court?
I think they’re close to
ea resolution. I think it’s
going to all work out. I've gotten
e-mails saying, “Youre trying
to kill the project” That’s not
true. All we ever wanted is some

accountability in terms of what’s
happening there, and I thin k
that’s happening.

Everybody’s compromising.
Menlo Park’s compromising,
the high school’s compromis-
ing, we’re compromising, and I
think we will be close to a reso-
lution shortly.

Neighbors complained
ethat school officials didn’t
keep them informed about their
plans for the performing arts
center. Is it tough to keep up
with what’s going on at the
schools?
They don’t tell us what’s
egoing on. They can do
what they want within the four
corners of the campus, and
where they really have to talk to
us is (about) the impact outside
the campus, and that was the
dispute with the high school. B
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Attempted kidnapping near M-A High

A 16-year-old girl walking
home from Menlo-Atherton
High School was the target of an
attempted kidnapping on July
10, Menlo Park police said.

A man driving a white pick-
up truck followed the girl and
reportedly tried to lure her into
his vehicle near the intersection
of Ringwood Avenue and Oak-
wood Drive at 3:15 p.m. He asked
the girl how old she was, then
grabbed her hands and began
pulling her toward his truck,
police said.

An unknown witness yelled
at the man, and he released the
girl, who ran home and reported
the incident to the police, said
Acting Sgt. Matthew Ortega.

The truck was last seen heading
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Police sketch of suspect in
attempted kidnapping.

Portola Valley: Hydrant
work sparks grass fire

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff writer

half-acre grass fire in the
900 block of Westridge
rive in Portola Valley was

started, ironically enough, by two
men who were working on a fire
hydrant. The fire was reported at
3:18 p.m. Monday, July 9.

The fire climbed rapidly up an
un-mowed hillside, but slowed
down as it approached two houses,
because the owners had trimmed
back the dry weeds, said Battalion
Chief Dan Ghiorso of the Woodside
Fire Protection District. The fire
was out by 4 p.m. and the road was
expected to reopen around 5 p.m.

No homes were evacuated
and there were no injuries. Fire
crews will monitor the area

through the night, checking for
hotspots, Ghiorso said.

A crew from West Valley Con-
struction accidentally sparked the
fire by using a torch to cut bolts
on a fire hydrant that was to be
upgraded for a California Water
Service Co. project, said Lt. Ken
Jones of the San Mateo County
Sheriff’s Office.

The small blaze consumed dry
grass and brush on a hillside, but
didn’t climb into the canopy of
oak trees. Because of the high fire
danger in the dry hillsides, even
a small blaze gets a big response
— six fire engines were called to
the scene, along with two aircraft
and a bulldozer from the Califor-
nia Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection. @

north on Van Buren Avenue. The
suspected kidnapper is described
as a Hispanic man with bushy
eyebrows between the ages of 20
and 25, about 5 feet 1 inch tall,
and weighing 145 pounds.

He was driving a white truck
similar to a newer model Toyota
with an extended cab. It had a
black lumber rack and green block
letters advertising a gardening
service on the doors, with a phone
number or e-mail address written
on the tailgate, police said.

Police are investigating the
incident and increasing neighbor-
hood patrols, said Sgt. Ortega.
Anyone with information about
this case is asked to call Sgt. Orte-
ga at 330-6300 or the anonymous
tip hotline at 330-6395.

The Aimanac/Veronica Weber
Bryan Whitaker, foreground,
and fellow firefighters with the
California Department of Forestry
remove dry brush and weeds near
a grass fire close to Westridge
Drive in Portola Valley.

Chamber music festival spotlights music through the ages

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

fter two years of separate-
Aly spotlighting the works

and influence of two
of history’s brightest musical
lights — Beethoven and Mozart
— the Music@Menlo chamber
music festival this year spans the
centuries.

Opening Sunday, July 22, the
festival will feature music rang-
ing from the Baroque to the late
20th century. In its fifth season,
the three-week festival is billed,

“Bridging the Ages.” It ends
Aug. 10.
Festival concerts, master

classes, lectures and other pre-
sentations are held primarily
on the Menlo School campus in
Atherton, with several concerts
also performed at St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Palo Alto.
This year, one concert will be
performed at Menlo Park Presby-
terian Church. That performance,

“Sounds of Nature,” is billed as
“an ideal introduction to chamber
music for young listeners,” and will
feature the music of Debussy, Saint-
Saens, Barber, Heinrich Ignaz Franz
von Biber, and George Crumb.

Music@Menlo was founded
in 2003 by pianist Wu Han and
cellist David Finckel, who serve
as the festival’s artistic directors,
and perform in several concerts
as well.

A range of acclaimed musicians
will perform, including violinists
Jorja Fleezanis and Ian Swensen;
violist Paul Neubauer; cellists
Colin Carr and Andres Diaz;
pianist Gilbert Kalish; Kenneth
Cooper, harpsichord and fort-
epiano; Carol Wincenc, flute;
Willian Bennett, oboe; soprano
Heidi Grant Murphy; and bari-
tone Christopheren Nomura.

The Escher String Quartet and
Miami String Quartet will also
perform.

In addition to the “Sounds of

Nature” concert, the programs
include:

B “Homage”™— the music
of Mendelssohn, Tchaikovsky,
Ravel and Alfred Schnittke.

B “Instrumental Inspirations”
— the music of Bach, Handel,
Boccherini, Giovanni Bot-
tesini and Erich Wolfgang
Korngold.

B “Death and Transfigura-
tion” — the music of Bach,
Schubert, Rachmaninov and
Bruce Adolphe.

The festival includes a series of
“Encounters,” multi-disciplinary
presentations led by musicologists,
musicians and journalists. Michael
Steinberg, Bruce Adolphe and
Robert Winter will return to lead
this year’s Encounters along with
newcomer Brian Newhouse.

Cost of the events range from
$10 to $68. For details, call 330-
2030 or go to www.musicat-
menlo.org. B
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The Menlo Park landmark has no restaurant and a dwindling
number of visitors. Is its time running out?

gardens, Spanish Colonial architecture, and a

soundtrack of trickling fountains, has been a
longtime favorite spot for residents of the Peninsula to
enjoy some peace and quiet.

The guild, to thousands of volunteers and patrons,
has also been a favorite institution to support, as its
profits go toward the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital
at Stanford.

But lately, things are too quiet at the guild’s historic com-
plex at 75 Arbor Road — practically no one is ever there.

In February, the volunteer-operated restaurant that
was based at the guild for 75 years, closed its doors
— the result of a controversial decision by the guild’s
nonprofit owner to not renew the lease. The Traditional
Shop, also run by volunteers, was closed as well.

Since the closure, the guild has been low on visitors, as
tour buses and lunch-time diners no longer find their way
to the historic complex, leaving the remaining artists and
shop owners twiddling their thumbs, hoping customers
walk through their doors.

“When the restaurant was open, I used to get any-

The Allied Arts Guild in Menlo Park, with its lush

where from 20 to 50 people to come in a day,” said Edith
Schneider, a jewelry maker who runs a store at the guild.
“Now, I get maybe five people a day, and three of them
just come in to ask where the bathroom is.”

Although Ms. Schneider and other shop owners
haven’t given up hope that the guild’s operator will find
anew restaurant to move into the vacant space, and busi-
ness will pick up, members of the community are starting
to ask if the historic complex — a Peninsula landmark
since it was built in 1929 — may have run its course.

In addition to finding a new restaurateur, the nonprofit
owner — the Woodside-Atherton Auxiliary to the Lucile
Packard Children’s Hospital — faces other challenges:
major costs due to recent erosion on part of the complex,
friction among volunteers sparked by the restaurant clo-
sure, and a tense relationship with some neighbors follow-
ing a four-year legal battle.

The history

The guild was founded by Garfield and Delight Merner
in 1929, after the couple bought a 3.5-acre site adjacent to
the San Francisquito Creek, to build a complex to provide

work space for artists and craftsmen. Tenants at the guild
included photographer Ansel Adams.

In 1932, the Merners invited the Palo Alto Auxil-
iary to the Stanford Home for Convalescent Children
(now the Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital) to run
a volunteer-staffed restaurant at the site, and in 1951,
the hospital’s Woodside-Atherton Auxiliary took over
ownership and management of the entire complex.

For 54 years, the two auxiliaries operated the guild
based on a simple formula — the Palo Alto Auxiliary
drew people to Allied Arts with its restaurant, and the
steady flow of patrons provided a customer base for small
shops and artists based at the guild.

Any profits from events held at the guild, along
with tips and profits from the restaurant, went to the
children’s hospital.

Closing the restaurant

In late 2006, members of the Woodside-Atherton
Augxiliary board decided the formula wasn’t working, and
subsequently forced out the Palo Alto Auxiliary in hopes
of finding a more profitable restaurant operator.

Cover Story by Rory Brown e Photos by Veronica Weber
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Artists and craftsmen have set up shop at Allied Arts Guild since the complex was built in 1929. In the photos above, Edith Schneider makes a necklace in her jewelry

store; Joshua Dawson sands a table at the Barn Woodshop; and artist Julia Seelos poses in the Portola Art Gallery.

Whether that was a good decision depends on
whom you ask.

Jean Coblentz, president of the Woodside-Ather-
ton Auxiliary, said the Palo Alto Auxiliary could do
only so much with a restrictive three-course menu
and a shortage of volunteers, and a new restaurant
was needed to inject new life into the guild.

But the initial plans for a new restaurant fell
through when the Woodside-Atherton Auxiliary’s
top choice to fill the space — local restaurateur Jesse
Cool — pulled out of the deal. According to Ms.
Coblentz, Ms. Cool discovered the guild’s use permit
restricted her from moving her catering operations
from her downtown eatery jZ Cool to the guild’s
kitchen — a crucial incentive for the deal.

Joan Heye, a five-time president of the Palo Alto
Auxiliary, said the volunteer restaurant should
never have been closed in the first place.

“It wasn’t a four-star restaurant, but we had been
doing a pretty darn good job for over 70 years,” Ms.
Heye said. “I don’t think [the Woodside-Atherton
Auxiliary] realized all of the repercussions of what
they were doing when they didn’t renew our lease.
... Now they don’t have a restaurant, and they aren’t
making any money — it’s sad.”

She noted that the volunteer-operated restaurant
donated more than $4 million to the children’s
hospital over its 75-year run.

Ms. Coblentz said there are “four or five” new
restaurant operators that have shown interest in
moving into the space. She hopes to have the res-
taurant up and running in about two months.

But the longer the guild goes without a restau-
rant, the longer businesses, and the children’s
hospital, feel the effects.

“Allied Artsis such a treasure, but with no restau-
rant, it’s kind of a scary situation right now with no
one here,” said Julia Seelos, director of the Portola
Art Gallery based at the guild. “When we moved
here in September, there was a restaurant, and
there was foot traffic. Now, the place looks great,
but there isn’t anyone here.”

“We know it’s really hard on the tenants, and
were very sympathetic to their problems,” Ms.
Coblentz said. “They know we’re working as hard
as we can to get a restaurant up and going.”

Here to stay
Ms. Coblentz said as long as there is support in
the community to keep the guild as is, it will stay

s
TR

The restaurant at Allied Arts Guild has been closed
since February, and the gardens and shops alone haven't
generated much foot traffic.

that way.

She said the Woodside-Atherton Auxiliary has no
intentions of selling the property, and is in the process
of renaming the nonprofit the Allied Arts Auxiliary to
build public awareness for the historic site.

But she acknowledged that things need to change
soon, as the guild has failed to make any revenue for
the children’s hospital since it reopened in October
2004 following a massive $8.5 million renovation.

Although the auxiliary’s annual Tally Ho event is
still a big moneymaker for the children’s hospital, no
donations have stemmed from the guild in “quite a
while,” Ms. Coblentz said. She noted that rent paid by
the guild’s tenants provides only enough income to
maintain the complex.

“We have no plans to make any kind of major
changes to Allied Arts, but without community
support, we can’t make a go of it,” she said. “With-
out support, I don’t know what we would do.”

Major investment
But if the auxiliary’s checkbook is any indicator,
it’s still devoted to the guild.

See ALLIED ARTS, page 12
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‘Without support, I don’t know what we'd do’

ALLIED ARTS

continued from page 11

Less than three years removed from the restoration
of the complex, the auxiliary is footing the bill for a
complicated reinforcement project along the creek
bank, behind the old Wick Candle Shop site.

In September, an oak tree behind the candle
shop toppled into the creek, unearthing a chunk
ofland, and cutting some 10 feet into the property,
Ms. Coblentz said.

The buildings along that portion of the creek
have been closed since, as the auxiliary has worked
with county and state officials to stop further ero-
sion into the site.

In August, crews will start to reinforce the site
with concrete — a project Ms. Coblentz labeled
“very costly” She declined to give an exact
amount.

The neighbors

The future of Allied Arts, whatever that may
be, will likely rest on the relationship between the
guild’s owners and volunteers and its neighbors
— a relationship that has had its fair share of
conflicts.

A group called Allied Arts Neighbors sued the
auxiliary and the city of Menlo Park in 2003,
claiming plans by the Woodside-Atherton Aux-
iliary to revamp the guild and expand the hours
and intensity of operations required a full envi-
ronmental impact report.

The auxiliary had hoped to boost the amount of
revenue it raised for the hospital by increasing the
number of special events and conference rentals.

Although the lawsuit was initially rejected, the
neighbors successfully appealed the decision in a
higher court.

The two groups in July 2006 compromised on a
lighter schedule of events than what was proposed
by the auxiliary. The agreement allowed the aux-

Vquteers LyI Wilso, left, an Eleaor Saterle
prune plants at the Allied Arts gardens.

Members of both auxiliaries and shop owners say
the vast majority of the neighbors are appreciative
and supportive of the guild, but assert that there
are a few residents who seem set on making things
more difficult.

The more difficult residents, according to guild
supporters, have taken it upon themselves to
police Allied Arts, taking head counts at wed-
dings and counting cars that enter the parking lot
in search of potential violations of the guild’s use
permit.

Jim Dickerson, a member of Allied Arts Neigh-
bors, said neighbors, like other residents, want the
guild to be successful.

“Contrary to some stated opinions, Allied Arts
Neighbors has never been opposed to traditional
operations at the guild and has always wanted to
work together with others to find a solution that
works for the guild, the neighborhood, and the
city,” he wrote in an e-mail to the Almanac.

Councilman Andy Cohen said he hopes to get
neighbors and auxiliary officials together to dis-
cuss the future of the guild, and what can be done
to keep the complex a Menlo Park landmark.

He would not elaborate on his plan, but said, “I
think if we get everyone to the table, we can come

iliary to avoid costly environmental studies.

up with a solution.” &

Winemaker Tom Mudd of Woodside dies

A celebration of the life of Cinna-
bar Winery founder and longtime
Woodside resident Henry Thomas
“Tom” Mudd is set for 5 p.m. Satur-
day, July 21, at Jasper Ridge Biologi-
cal Preserve, 4001 Sand Hill Road
in Woodside.

Mr. Mudd, 65, died July 13 after
struggling with complications from
a lung transplant and pulmonary
fibrosis, family members said.

He was a two-term member of
the Woodside Elementary School
District board of trustees, serving
from 1997 to 2005.

A scientist and inventor who
worked for SRI when it was still
called Stanford Research Institute,
Mr. Mudd had a range of interests

— from restoring classic cars and
fly fishing to string theory and
environmental conservation. He
was also a pioneering bat expert
and advocate for science education,
his family said.

His interest in agriculture and
winemaking led him to plant a
backyard vineyard years ago, and
eventually he established Cin-
nabar Winery in the hills above
Saratoga.

The name Cinnabar was
inspired by Mr. Mudd’s fascina-
tion with alchemy; centuries ago,
the mineral cinnabar was thought
to be a key ingredient in alchemi-
cal transformation, Mr. Mudd
told the Almanac in an interview.

The name honored the transfor-
mation of soil, sun and the vine
into wine, he said.

He was Cinnabar’s winemaker
for many years, turning over the
key duties to another winemaker
in recent years but holding the title
“winemaker emeritus.”

Mr. Mudd is survived by his
wife, Deborah Stipek Mudd; his
children, Karina and Jack Mudd;
a step-daughter, Meredith Sears;
and his former wife, Melissa
Frank.

The family prefers that memo-
rial donations be made to the Tom
Mudd Science Education Fund,
East Palo Alto Academy, P.O. Box
20524, Stanford, CA 94309.

Short plays highlight ‘Growing Up Jewish’

Two short plays, presented under
the title “Growing Up Jewish: The
Immigrant Experience,” will be
staged at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, July 21,
at Little House in Menlo Park.

The program, sponsored by Little
House and the Menlo Park Library,
begins with “Bella’s American Tale,”
amusical about an 18-year-old who

comes to America with her father. It
tells of the pair’s experiences on Ellis
Island, the tenements and sweat
shops of New York City, and the
rich life of Hester Street. Steve Gill,
Clara Brill and Nicole Hastings, all
of Menlo School, will perform.
Lynn Ruth Miller will perform
a one-woman show, “Jewish, Cute,

and Single.”

Admission is $2 for seniors and
$5 for others. Free transportation
is available for Menlo Park seniors
and people with disabilities. For van
service, call 330-2512.

For more information about the
performance, call 326-2025. Little
House is at 800 Middle Ave.
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Almanac wins award
for ‘general excellence’

The Almanac has won the top
award in the annual statewide “Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest,” conducted
by the California Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association.

The Almanac won in the category
of “general excellence” among
weekly newspapers with a circula-
tion between 11,000 and 25,000.

First-place awards were given
the Almanac in two other
categories: public service and
feature writing. A second-place
prize was awarded in the “free-
dom of information” category,
which recognizes efforts by
newspapers to gain public access
to information about govern-
ment activities.

A certificate of merit was awarded
for environmental reporting by
staff writer David Boyce.

Recognizing work done during
2006, the awards were announced
at the CNPA annual meeting Sat-
urday at the Fairmont Hotel in
San Francisco.

The public service award was
given for the March 16, 2006,
cover story by News Editor Renee
Batti, and editorials by publisher
Tom Gibboney, that focused
on controversial decisions and

practices by the Menlo Park City
Council when it was controlled by
the majority of Nicholas Jellins,
Mickie Winkler and Lee Duboc.
Editorials criticized the council
majority’s actions, lack of open-
ness and circumvention of the
public process.

Ms. Batti’s cover story on the
disinfectant chloramine, which
had been added to the Bay Area’s
drinking water in 2004, won the
feature writing award. The story
gave accounts of people who have
suffered severe health problems
since the substance was added.

The “freedom of information”
award was given for stories by
staff writer Andrea Gemmet on
the refusal of the Atherton city
attorney to disclose a report on
an investigation into impro-
prieties by the town’s building
department staff, which oversees
home construction projects.

Atherton’s city attorney Marc
Hynes, claiming it was a confi-
dential personnel matter, refused
requests, even by the council, to
see the report. The stories and
an editorial led to a partial vic-
tory: council members were
given access to the report. B

SF Magazine’s Best of the Bay Area

EveLasH PERMING
MEso-THERAPY
RESTAIYNE

Hypro-THERAPY
MASSAGE

EYELASH EXTENSION

Botox LASER
N

AirBRrusH TANNING

PARAFFIN
TREATMENT

DONATE YOUR CAR FORTHE CLIMATE
(866) 41-CARE-4 or (866) 412-2734
www.BuildingABetterTomorrow.org

University of East-West Medicine

Become a licensed Acupuncturist!

EarN AN AccReDITED MAsTER’S DEGREE
IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

* Requires Only 60 Semester College Units
* Full or Part-time/Day or Evening
* Federal Financial Aid Available

* International Students Accepted (I-20 Issued)
* Low Tuition/Flexible Payments

UNIVERSITY OF EAST-WEST MEDICINE
970 W. EL CAMINO REAL, SUNNYVALE
call 408-733-1878 or visit www.uewm.edu

\z

LUCILE P ACKARD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

/

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children's Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources
designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

3k PREPARING FOR MULTIPLES
Are you expecting twins, triplets or more? With the potential for early delivery,
expectant parents of multiples are encouraged to learn everything there is to know about

carrying and delivering multiple infants.
- Tuesdays, July 17 & 24

3% NEWBORN CARE 101
Often touted as our “most fun” class, this interactive program teaches the specifics
of newborn care, including bathing, temperature-taking, changing diapers, swaddling,

soothing techniques and more. Infant doll models are used to allow for hands-on practice.

- Saturday, July 21

3k INFANT AND CHILD CPR
Parents and other childcare providers will learn the techniques of infant and child CPR
and how to avoid choking hazards. Mannequins are used to provide hands-on training.

- Monday, July 23

* HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP
Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Gitls attend these two-part sessions with
ther moms and boys attend with their dads.

- For Boys: Wednesdays, August 8 & 15
- For Gitls: Thursdays, August 9 & 16

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN?’S

HOSPITAL

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES (650) 723-4600
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NEWS/SCHOOLS

Construction work begins at Encinal School

By Marjorie Mader

Almanac Staff Writer

ork has started at Enci-
nal School as the Men-
lo Park City School

N

Fue

Begin your day with a happy
and healthy smile

We welcome new patients a

o 9.

District enters the construction
and renovation phase of its $91-
million, bond-financed expan-
sion plan for its four schools.
Construction workers and

5 gh u By =

machines are doing prelimi-
nary site work this summer at
Encinal school, located at 195
Encinal Ave. in Atherton. The
school will be expanded over the

ChauLong Nguyen, DDS

Superior Care ® Gentle Professionals ® Advanced Technologies

* Laser gum treatment

* Laser cavity removal for white fillings

* CAD-CAM crowns completed in one visit
— No impression

No temporary

* Implants

One visit

* Esthetic smile design

* Dentures:

Call Dr. Nguyen if you have wanted:
1. To look good and eat confortably

with your dentures

2. Teeth look natural and whiter

3. To laugh and Smile without worry

4. To stabilize wobbly or loose dentures
5. To eliminate sore spots on gums

* Comprehensive dental care:

- @

//%

Menlo Park

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

Call for your appointment and more details:

650.838.0260

724 OAK GROVE AVENUE, SUITE 120, MENLO PARK
(cross street: Crane)

24 Hr Emergency Service

nd accept most insurance

— Affordable

next few years from a grade 3-5
school to a K-5 school.

A first step is bringing on site
12 portable buildings that will
serve as interim offices and
classrooms, mostly for third-
graders whose five classrooms

in wing F are being vacated and
will be renovated to house the
first group of kindergartners in
the fall of 2008. Plans call for
adding a grade each year, start-
ing with kindergarten, until
Encinal is a K-5 school.

Thenewportableclassroomsalso
will provide space for music class-
es, the technology department,
and oth-
er offices See pictures on Page 3.
that have
been located in the string of old
portable buildings near Middle-
field Road and Prior Lane.

Ahmad Sheikholeslami, the dis-
trict’s bond project manager, said
the old portable buildings will go
away when the interim classroom
and office project is completed
before school starts. The new
classroom complex for fourth- and
fifth-graders will be built on the
site of the old portables.

Long, open trenches are being
dug to house the infrastructure
(power, phones, other utilities)
for the interim offices and class-
rooms and the future grade 4-5
complex near Middlefield Road.

The Encinal project is mov-
ing ahead smoothly, said Mr.
Sheikholeslami. A key decision
is whether to install a traffic sig-
nal at the intersection of Encinal
Avenue and Middlefield Road to
regulate traffic flow to and from
the school.

“Data shows that current (traf-
fic) conditions warrant a stop-
light at the intersection,” he said.
The decision will hinge on agree-
ment between the town of Ather-
ton and the school district.

Preliminary site work also is
going on this summer at Laurel
School, the K-2 school, on Edge
Road in Atherton. A site is being
readied for a new modular build-
ing for the district’s preschool for
children with special needs. B

Solar power
meeting for
Atherton, MP

An informational meeting
explaining the economic advan-
tages of solar power is set for 7
p.m. Tuesday, July 24, at the Pavil-
ion in Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150
Watkins Ave. in Atherton.

Representatives from Foster
City-based SolarCity will dis-
cuss the Go Solar Initiative for
Atherton and Menlo Park, a
group discount on photovoltaic
systems that ends July 31.

If enough households sign
up to meet the goal of 175 kilo-
watts — the total amount of
electricity generating capacity
— participants get discounts of
25 to 30 percent off the going
competitive rate, said a Solar-
City spokesman.

More information is online at
www.AthertonGreen.net.
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Judge: Follow your own rules

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

f they really want to keep a
pair of antique urns in the

town’s Lindenwood neigh-
borhood, Atherton City Council
members are going to have to go
back to the drawing board.

A tentative court decision says
the Atherton council didn’t follow
its own rules when it denied per-
mission to move the urns in Janu-
ary to the new home of Atherton
residents Randy and Lisa Lamb.

The Lambs filed alawsuit against
Atherton over the right to move
the two, five-foot-tall urns from
their old home in Lindenwood to
their new house across town. They
were denied permission under the
town’s historic artifacts ordinance,
which aims to preserve objects
associated with the Linden Towers
estate, later subdivided to form the
Lindenwood neighborhood.

San Mateo County Superior
Court Judge Gerald Buchwald’s
tentative decision, issued July 11,
orders the City Council to throw
out its denial and reconsider the
matter; he also orders the Lambs
to cooperate with a historic analy-
sis of the urns.

“The town of Atherton’s deci-
sion here is unsupported (by), and
on certain points contrary to, the
weight of evidence in the adminis-
trative record,” the judge’s decision
said. “In reaching its decision, the
town of Atherton has not proceed-
ed in the manner required by law,
namely by its own ordinance.”

Atherton officials failed to
show evidence that the urns are
historically significant and failed
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to notify the Lambs that the urns
might be placed on the town’s
inventory of historic artifacts,
denying them a chance to object
to their inclusion, the judge said.

A final ruling by the judge is
expected at the end of the week,
said Atherton City Attorney
Marc Hynes.

Mr. Hynes said town officials
had only minor objections to the

tentative decision, which they
aired at a hearing held July 13.

If there are no significant chang-
es in the final decision, the City
Council would have to hold anoth-
er public hearing, declare Linden-
wood a historic district and study
the urns to determine if they could
properly be included in the historic
inventory, Mr. Hynes said.

A message left at Lamb Partners,
the Lambs’ development company,
was not returned by the Almanac’s
press deadline on Monday. &

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Coffee & Tow

(onnoisseur (offee o.
2801 Middlefield Road Redwood City (650) 369-5250
9am-5:30pm, Mon. - Sat. B Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Breatiist, Lunet & Dinner

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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BEST OF
2058

BEST FRESH FISH « BEST SEAFOOD

Restaurant & Fresh Fish Market

751 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025

SEAFOOD Restaurant & Market
‘A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”
Seafood Dinners from $5% to $9%
Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.
Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.

Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri 'til 9 pm
Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

Cook’s Seafood

Callin Orders Welcome
Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

by

STANFORD
PARK
HOTEL

j;e Duck Club Restaurant at the

Stanford Park Hotel invites you to enjoy
the best brunch on the Peninsula.
Adults $29.95
Children 4-12, $17.00
Children under 4, free

650-330-2790

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Parlz, CA

Www.stanfordparlzhotel.com

CAMP AVENIDAS 2007
SUMMER FITNESS ACADEMY

AUGUST 20 - 24
10 AM - 3 PM

%

Avenidas

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CALL(650) 289-5436 OR
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.AVENIDAS.ORG

The
Pizza-Lover's
Pizza

Tasting is
believing..

NOW OPEN bh o 155 10 700
for LUNCH e
Sun. - Fri. 00 CMenlo Park
1001 E1 Camino Real
JNL Y3 DINNER 324-3486
7 days/week Pizzza-2-Go
989 El1 Camino Real
328-1556
Los Altos
227 First St.
941-9232

== Sunday Brunch

$29.95 PER PERSON
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Post news and views on

TOWNSQUARE

¢ 10 reasons why Burgess Park pools
| are the center of Menlo Park's
active community

1. Open swim

. Lap swim

Masters swim
Masters water polo
Triathlon teams
Swim School
Summer agquatics camps
Adult fitness

Snack bar and pro shop
Family picnics and parties

sl | 5

COONOUAWN

Menlo Swim and Sport

501 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025
Burgess Park Pools ® 650-328-SWIM (7946)

Information and registration

www.menloswim.com

FOR THE

RECORD

H OBITUARY

Joseph M. Falore

Portola Valley resident
A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 17, at St.
Denis Parish in Menlo Park for
Joseph M. Falore of Portola Valley.
He died July 10 at the age of 70.
Born in Chicago, Mr. Falore

H POLICE CALLS

began his career in the retail
automotive business. After mov-
ing to Portola Valley in 1978, he
established a network of car
dealerships in Colma, Sunny-
vale and San Jose.

He and his wife of 50 years, Bar-
bara, shared a passion for travel,
golf and skeet and trap shooting.
He was an avid boater and car
collector, family members said.

In addition to his wife, he
is survived by two children,
Charles of Portola Valley and
David of Redwood City; and six
grandchildren.

St. Denis Parish is at 2250 Avy
Ave. in Menlo Park. Memorial
donations can be made to the
Stanford Comprehensive Can-
cer Center at 2700 Sand Hill
Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under
law, people charged with offenses are con-
sidered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Theft report: Golf clubs stolen from
garage of home, first block of Linden
Ave., July 9.

MENLO PARK

Accident report: Rollover collision at
Willow Road and Bayfront Expressway,
July 9.

Theft report: $1,500 in copper cable sto-
len, 1300 block of Willow Road, July 9.

Burglary report: Garage broken into,

Electronics

FUI

WATER

MENLO PARK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

www.menloparkchamber.com

> Unique Fine Arts
» Draeger’s World-Class Cooking Demos

» Premium Wines Selected By

Beltramo's Dreamroad

» Microbrews & Refreshing Margaritas ? ;
With The Joe Sharino Band

» Specialty Foods & “Gourmet Alley” 5:30 to 8 p.m. In Fremont Park
» Burt's Bees “Bee-utify Your World”
» Captivating Kids’ Fun Zone Planet

» Kepler's Tent With Fine Products From
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows

Info-line: 650-325-2818 |

weepserare “ " The Meveury News
C""'i'!__!! !"H'IW'H' / The Newspaper of Silicon Valley

MercuryNews.com
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> Live Blues, Jazz & Party Music
The New Buzz, The Groove Mercenaries,
The Groove Kings, Midlife Vices, Catwalk,
HeartStrings Music, Aryeh Frankfurter,

» Saturday After-Hours Concert

» Cool City, Green Festival, Healthy

» We Recycle, Compost and Use
Bio-degradeable Materials

WWW.miramarevents.com

o CENTRY 9657 koit
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1900 block of Santa Cruz Ave., July 8.
Fraud reports

W Bad check received, 100 block of E.
Creek Drive, Menlo Park, July 9.

B Unauthorized use of credit card at the
Willow Cove Gas Station, 500 Willow
Road, July 11.

W Embezzlement of $10,000 in payroll
advances, 700 block of Menlo Ave.,
July 11

B Unauthorized use of credit card at the
Willow Cove Gas Station, 500 Willow
Road, July 11.

M |dentity theft, 800 block of Partridge
Ave., July 12.

Rape report: Rape reported to a doctor
one month ago; report taken by police,
July 9.

WOODSIDE

Theft report: Laptop stolen from a desk
in the Canada College Library, 4200 Farm
Hill Blvd., July 5.

Auto burglary report: Cash, credit
cards, wallet and a driver’s license stolen
outside of the Menlo Country Club, 2300
Woodside Road, July 5

Fraud report: Unauthorized credit card
transactions, 2000 block of Ashton Ave.,
July 4

m BIRTH

Menlo Park

M Rinna Sanchez Baluyut and Edu-
ardo Balurut, a daughter, June 28, at
Sequoia Hospital.

SEMI-ANNUA
%&M&cﬁse

40% Off

325 Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park
(650) 854-8854

www.thechildrensshoppe.com
Mon.—Sat. T0am—5:30pm

L CalState TEACH

Earn your Multiple Subject Credential online!
www.calstateteach.net

CalStateTEACH

e Online

e Personal attention

is an accredited credential
operated by the California State University System. This is
an alternative CSU education program for individuals with a
B.A. who are interested in teaching.

» Do school work from home
» No traditional university classes

» Onsite support in your district
» Faculty observe you in your classroom
¢ Intern or Student Teaching Options Available

For more information: Phone: (831) 582-4624
Email: montereybay@ecalstateteach.net

program
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Menlo Park 870 Santa Cruz Ave. 650.326.9661
San Ramon 300 Market Place 925.806.0430

San Rafael 1654 Second Street 415.454.0502

Fine Furniture & Interior Design www.flegels.com
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Big agenda for new manager

tis not our intent to cast fear into the path of Menlo Park’s new
city manager, Glen Rojas, who is expected to start in two weeks.
But just a casual tally of the major issues facing the city
in the next year or two might be enough to make most public
servants do a double take and perhaps rethink their decision to
settle down on the Midpeninsula. On the upside, Mr. Rojas was
the unanimous pick of the council, and no doubt one of the rea-
sons is his 10-year tenure as manager of Chino, a city of 76,000
(twice the size of Menlo Park) in the Pomona area.

But there are other reasons to list on the plus side of Mr. Rojas’ led-
ger — for example, his experience with a massive effort to boost the
economy of Chino’s downtown,
including luring sales-tax-gener-
ating businesses to the area. He
has already said he looks forward
to working with the community
to revitalize Menlo Park’s downtown, particularly the properties
along El Camino Real.

That is welcome news for Menlo Park, which desperately needs
more sales tax revenue and a take-charge city manager who can
steer what is certain to be a contentious discussion about what
should replace the auto dealerships that have recently closed.
Mr. Rojas’ arrival coincides perfectly with the council’s initial
discussions about the future look and feel of El Camino Real.

And there are plenty of other “biggies” coming down the pike
for Mr. Rojas. He will need to:

B Preside over a city budget that is slated to spend $1 million
more than its projected revenues, although the council is betting
that a surplus will make up the difference, as has happened in past

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

years. Nevertheless, we hope Mr. Rojas is able to bring much more
vigor and transparency to managing the city’s budget process,
which suffers as a result of the difficulty of providing the council
timely financial information when the budget is being drawn up.

B Oversee the city’s response to the proposal by David Bohan-
non for a massive hotel-office complex off Marsh Road. In addi-
tion to a 200-plus-room hotel, the project envisions some 700,000
square feet of office space. The city will no doubt welcome the sales
and occupancy taxes generated by the hotel, but traffic impact and
other concerns are sure to surface about the office complex.

B Manage the planning process for a wide range of projects in
the city’s center, including the Derry property, the development
of a retail and office complex at the former Cadillac dealership,
and a tentative proposal to build a condo/commercial project on
the old Anderson Chevrolet truck lot.

Other projects already approved for Mr. Rojas to oversee
include several in the Linfield Oaks neighborhood, and the
residential rental units owned by the Beltramo family just off El
Camino Real.

B He will also have to get up to speed on the contentious com-
munity debate over the Dumbarton Rail trains that could run
through neighborhoods by 2012. Another train debate focuses
on whether there should grade separations over or under the
Caltrain tracks.

This is a huge agenda for Menlo Park’s small Planning Depart-
ment, which will look to the new city manager to guide these and
many other, smaller projects, through the process. It is going to
be quite a challenge, and we wish Mr. Rojas the best of luck. He
will need all the help he can get.
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LETTERS

Our readers write

Dumbarton rail not even
good mass transit

Editor:

The proposed Dumbarton rail
project is a pathetic excuse for
mass transit.

First of all, the cost is great-
ly underestimated while the
rider numbers are artificially

overinflated. There are cur-
rently no plans for mitigation,
such as grade separations, in
the budget.

Let’s picture Marsh Road
during rush-hour traffic and
what that will do to local traf-
fic congestion. This project is
based on using 19th century
technology in the 21st century.

Heavy-rail diesel is not envi-
ronmentally friendly, and is
not the best choice for moving
people. It would do a great job

moving freight trains through
our neighborhoods.

The sole beneficiaries of
Dumbarton Rail are East Bay
residents, with no available
transit system for Peninsula
residents to commute east-
bound. Is this what residents
of San Mateo County thought
they were voting for when
renewing Measure A in 2004?

I think we can spend our tran-
sit dollars in a more efficient way
that provides equal access for all

residents on both sides of the
Bay. As it is currently designed,
the major beneficiary of this
project will be Union Pacific,
which will have full right-of-way
on a taxpayer-gifted rail system
and bridge, making the Penin-
sula a major freight corridor. Is
this the best way for us to use
our precious transit funds?
Betsy Farzi
Peggy Lane, Menlo Park

See LETTERS, next page

Our
Regional
Heritage

St. Patrick’s Seminary,
on Middlefield Road,
opened in 1898, and
was the only Roman
Catholic seminary in

the Pacific region.

It provided priests to
California, Washington,
Oregon and British
Columbia.

Menlo Park Historical Association
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LETTERS

Continued from previous page

Shift debate to integrated
traffic solution

Editor:

It is with great interest that I
am following the debate on the
Dumbarton rail service.

I am glad to see that the
debate is shifting towards the
broader question of how to
provide an integrated transit
solution. Having read the guest
opinions of Martin Engel and
Steve Schmidyt, I think there are
some key points that need to be
considered.

Let’s look at ridership. Mr.
Schmidt claims that Caltrain
carries roughly 35,000 pas-
sengers per day. In June, BART
reported 387,000 daily riders,
10 times the Caltrain figure,
and estimates indicate that the
BART extension from Fremont
to San Jose will add 80,000 to
100,000 more daily riders.

How many more riders will
the 12 daily Caltrain trips add?
Its supporters claim some-
where in the neighborhood of
3,500. BART running every 15
minutes (as it does now) could
easily attract three to four times
as many riders as Caltrain’s
projections.

So what about the cost? Let’s
start with grade separations.
In 2005 we heard estimates
of around $75 million total
(notincluding eminent domain
costs) for the four crossings in
Menlo Park alone. I have no
idea what it would cost today to
provide grade separations from
San Francisco to Gilroy, but if
Menlo Park is typical then it
could easily be $1 billion.

There seems to be an unan-
swered question of whether
the $600 million to provide
the Dumbarton rail service
covers the cost of replacing
the bridge. Further, according
to an environmental impact
report completed in 2004, the
cost of electrification from San
Francisco to Gilroy ranged from
$600 million to $1.2 billion in
2003 dollars. All together, we’re
looking at around $2 billion to
$3 billion.

When viewed on a cost-per-
rider basis, Caltrain doesn’t
seem to be very cost-effective.
We are talking about spending
roughly $2 billion to $3 bil-
lion on a system that will serve
roughly 40,000 daily riders.
That amounts to an investment
of $60,000 to $75,000 per rider,
not taking into account operat-
ing deficits that Caltrain incurs
each year.

Caltrain has been kept afloat
for many years only through
continued taxpayer subsidies.
Subsidizing a failed system that

By Robert Fournier

s a retired US. Geological Survey
“supergrade” research geologist, I take
xception to the July 4 letter by Bob

Cohen asserting that the present global warm-
ing is mostly the result of natural processes.

Nothing natural about global warming

for its members to comment on the first
draft. That statement said, “Atmospheric
concentrations of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases have substantially
increased as a consequence of fossil fuel
combustion and other human activities.”

As global temperatures have
gone up and down over the last
400,000 years, so has CO2. How-
ever, during that period CO2 did
not go over 300 ppm until the
middle of the 20th century. It is
now about 380 ppm and rising
rapidly. We are moving increas-
ingly into uncharted territory.

The record of past tempera-
tures and atmospheric CO2 pro-
vided by air trapped in glacial

GUEST
OPINION

It further said, “AGU believes
that the present level of scientific
uncertainty does not justify inac-
tion in the mitigation of human-
induced climate change and/or
the adaptation to it.”

In 2003 AGU issued a sec-
ond position paper that started
by saying, “Human activities
are increasingly altering the
earth’s climate.” In 2007 the U.S.
National Academy of Science,

ice found at high elevations in
equatorial regions is particularly impor-
tant because tropospheric temperatures
there are remarkably constant over sea-
sonal and interannual timescales. In an
article published in Science magazine in
2006, the authors concluded that the rate
of melting observed there today has not
happened for thousands of years and can-
not be explained by any cycle of natural
variability. The only good correlation is
with increasing anthropogenic CO2.

The consensus view of the scientific com-
munity about the present global warming
can be determined from the published
position statements of scientific organiza-
tions that have assembled committees of
knowledgeable scientists to evaluate all the
relevant data. In January 1999 the American
Geophysical Union issued a position paper
after a year of study and ample opportunity

and similar organizations in 13
other countries, issued a joint statement
saying that significant global warming
is occurring mostly as the result of the
release of anthropogenic CO2 into the
atmosphere.

Fifteen other scientific organizations,
including the American Meteorological
Society, have issued statements about global
climate change. All but two are in agreement
that the present global warming is due mainly
to the anthropogenic release of CO2 into the
atmosphere. The American Association of
State Climatologists was undecided about the
issue in 2003. However, some state employees
might be subject to political pressure to down-
play the importance of anthropogenic CO2,
particularly in those states where oil, coal, and
automobile manufacturing play an important
role in their economies.

The only organization denying that

there is any human involvement in climate
change was the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists. Perhaps this is tell-
ing us something about where much of the
opposition to an anthropogenic contribu-
tion to global warming is coming from.

In a search of the scientific literature
between 1993 and 2003, 928 publications
were found that contained the keywords,
“global climate change” (published in Sci-
ence in 2004). None favored the position
that the present global warming is mainly
the result of non-anthropogenic causes.
Although there is controversy about the
degree to which recent specific extreme
weather events can be attributed to global
warming, the peer-reviewed scientific lit-
erature, and the overwhelming majority of
scientific organizations and their member-
ship, support the view that the present global
warming is due mostly to the anthropogenic
release of CO2. Only a few very vocal indi-
viduals, and lobbyists for the oil, coal, and
automobile industries, insist otherwise. The
American Meteorological Society statement
concludes by saying, “Prudence dictates
extreme care in managing our relationship
with the only planet known to be capable of
sustaining human life.”

Dr. Robert Fournier lives in Portola Valley
and is currently a member of the town’s
geologic advisory committee. He has
served as chairman of the Science Advisory
Committee for the Geologic Division of
the USGS and on scientific review and
advisory committees for the NSF, the
DOE, the USAID, NATO, the UN,

and the Geological Survey of England.

serves only a small fraction of
potential commuters makes
little sense. Add to that the issue
of safety. Sadly, there were two
more fatalities in the past week
on Caltrain. Loss of life along
the tracks remains a serious
problem. T agree with Mr. Engel.
We need a comprehensive solu-
tion. Let’s not assume that heavy
rail is the answer here.
Mark Gilles
Hermosa Way, Menlo Park

Motorists hound hy
basic speed law

Editor:

Too often we hear about
crashes between motorists and
bicyclists in which the cyclist is
severely injured or killed.

And when that happens, we
also hear residents of Woodside
and Portola Valley complaining
about how bicyclists on narrow
roads with blind corners repre-
sent a hazard to motorists.

I am a traffic engineer and
a traffic safety expert. I have
testified in many traffic acci-
dent cases in which motorists
have unknowingly violated the
basic speed law. The California
drivers manual says the basic
speed law “means you may never

drive faster than is safe for cur-
rent conditions.” The way this
law applies to narrow, winding
roads is motorists must not
drive so fast that they cannot
stop in the distance that they
can see ahead.

As you drive, imagine that just
beyond the point that you can see
there is a stationary obstruction in
the road (perhaps a log or worse,
an injured child). You cannot
drive so fast that you cannot stop
before reaching the obstruction.
It does not matter whether the
obstruction is due to a curve in
the road or the crest of a hill. You
must be able to stop. It also does
not matter if the posted speed
limit is higher or if your car can
handle the road at a higher speed.
You simply should not drive faster
than you can see.

Those drivers who say that
bicyclists in the road are a haz-
ard because they are surprised
by the cyclist and forced to take
evasive action are violating the
basic speed law. After all, the
cyclist is legally allowed to take
the lane when the lane is too
narrow to share side by side
with a motor vehicle. In fact, the
legally riding cyclist is traveling
in the same direction as the
motorist, which provides even

more time and distance than
would a stationary obstruction
in the road.

Bicyclists depend on the good
will of motorists for their very
survival. Cyclists are not inter-
ested in assigning blame in the
case of an accident. They want
for the accident not to happen
in the first place. Bicyclists need
for motorists to respect their
right to use the road and for
motorists to share the road in a
safe manner. And that includes
limiting their speeds in corners
and over hills so they can stop if
need be, according to the basic
speed law.

Bob Shanteau
Seaside, Calif.

Local service lost
in dealer closure

Editor:

The recent closure of Stan-
ford Lincoln-Mercury, which
caps the departure of car deal-
ers from Menlo Park, means
less than it would have a gen-
eration ago. The loss of sales
tax revenue is less than it would
have been before the decline in
marketability and, correspond-
ingly, sales of American brand
automobiles.

More significant is the loss of
an essential service. The auto
body repair shop at Stanford
Lincoln-Mercury was not only
first rate and approved by most
insurance companies to repair
all makes and models, but also
was the last local location at
which Menlo Park residents
could have the banged-up bod-
ies of their vehicles restored to
like-new condition.

Closure of the body shop is
emblematic of the decline or
disappearance of local services
in recent years. The preserva-
tion of services needed by the
community should have priority
in efforts to renew and revive
the El Camino Real, Santa
Cruz Avenue and Willow Road
commercial areas. It should be
the central metric by which to
measure the efforts both of the
Chamber of Commerce and of
the city’s business development
manager.

James R. Madison
Holly Avenue, Menlo Park

HE TOWN SQUARE

Post your views and
comments on TownSquare:
www.AlmanacNews.com
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ATHERTON ESTATE

At the end of the cul-de-sac and concealed from the road by elaborate iron gates this new home is on 1.5 +/-acres.
The landscaped gardensinclude a fully equipped 1600 sqa.ft. guest house with bedroom and an exercise room. Las Lomitas schools.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT: WWW.GULLIXSON.COM

ALI FAGHIRI

i e 650.543.1193
ALAIN PINEL APPOINTMENT 650.3464727 Cell

..
afaghiri@apr.com

MARY GULLIXSON

650.543.1175
650.888.0860 Cell

mgullixson@apr.com @

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller nor
listing agent has verified this information. If this information is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase price, buyer should conduct buyer’s own investigation. Photography by Bernard André
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