Arson suspect arrested following four
Portola Valley brush fires Page 5
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apr.com

4=
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 N
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

difference between finding a house and a home. L REALTORS ]

PALO ALTO

Stately brick English Tudor home on
.36ac corner lot. 4bd/5.5ba, beautiful
hardwood floors, doors and moldings.
Large living room with box beamed
ceiling. 1 bd apartment above
attached 2-car garage. Pool/spa.

$3,699,000

MENLO PARK

Charming 3bd/2ba home on a tree-
lined street. Master suite, living
room with fireplace, hardwood
floors, sunlit rooms, fully fenced,
private rear yard with mature trees,
expansive lawn, patio and deck.

$975,000

MENLO PARK

Wonderful Allied Arts home!

Terrific open floor plan. This
gracious 2-story home features
2,650+/-sf, 3bd/2.5ba. Gourmet
kitchen with breakfast bar and nook.
Family room with French doors that
open to private back yard.

$2,350,000

apr.com | WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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This week’s news, features and community events.

Dancing in the street

Aug. 15. See story on Page 18.

Julia Dickerson, 2, dances to the tunes of Big Dog and the Bite, one of several bands that played at the
Aug. 1 downtown Menlo Park block party on Santa Cruz Avenue. The next block party is Wednesday,

The Almanac/Veronica Weber

Atherton

B Injured police dispatcher wins appeals court
victory in fraud case. Page 10

Menlo Park

B Tesla Motors to open sales and service center in
Menlo Park. Page 5

B Nice turnout for first downtown block party.
Page 18
B Antique store owner jailed for molesting girl.
Page 15

Portola Valley

W Arson suspect in custody for four local grass fires
this weekend. Page 5

People

B Sunset’s Mel Lane helped save coastlines, open
spaces. Page 5

B Coach honored for integrating Globetrotters
basketball team. Page 7

Schools

B Rich Dioli named director of Sacred Heart
Schools. Page 17

Health & Fitness

B Proper office ergonomics can help make the
workday a little less painful. Section 2

Also Inside

Calendar ........covviieinennenneneenenns 30
Editorial. .......coiiieriierinerennennnnns 22
Letters cvvvveenneeneeeneeeeneeeneeennnns 23
Obifuaries . ...cooveeeeeenereneeennenns 19, 21
Police Calls . ...ooovviieiiiineineneennenns 21

On the cover

Growing demand for playing fields and a reputation
for low maintenance are helping synthetic grass gain
afoothold inlocal communities despite parents’ pref-
erences for real grass, at least for youngsters. Darius
Thomas of Menlo Park seems to be having fun on the
false grass at Woodside High School as he prepares
to tackle his brother Skyler in this file photo from
Thanksgiving day 2005. Photo by David Boyce; photo

illustration by Raul Perez. Story begins on Page 12.
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Unique Fine Jewelry
Created Personally
for you!

www.erinsfinejewelry.com
325 Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park e 650-854-4740

UMoodside Delz

Ttalfian Delicacties

Gourmet Italian Foods

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm ¢ Sun 8am-4pm
(650) 369-4235

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Stella
Fontinella

Columbus

Fromager .
Pepper Salami

D’Affinois
s 99
Ib.

Exp. 8/21/07

Ifyou can ==
Imagine It...
o -

o Home Theater
i
;;T * Whole House
h Audio & High
Definition Video
Distribution

* Home
Automation

¢ Automation
Systems
Programming

® Phone &
Computer
Network Wiring
& Distribution

e Lighting Control
® Security &

Surveillance
Cameras

e |SF Calibrations

we can do it.
SouND PERFECTION

Design * Integration -« Installation

SPY)
www.soundperfection.com

700 El Camino Real, Menlo Park 94025 e 650-323-1000

Open Tue - Fri 10-6pm ® Sat 11-5pm ® Closed Sun & Mon
CA CONTRACTORS LICENSE #805780
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A TOWN MARKET PLACE

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062
650-851-1511
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Sale Dates: August 8, 9, 10, 11
www.robertsmarket.com

Y PRODUCE ¥ &%

Pint Baskets ‘ SI 99 Ib.

BLACK MISSION FIGS
Tasty ) :
CANTALOUPE .~ 39¢

Large
TOMATOES

New Crop

RUSSET POTATOES

Taken in Context

Because bouquets intended for the home do not sit in isolation, it is essential that a flower
arrangement complement its surroundings. With this in mind, purchase flowers for
your arrangement that are compatible with the context of the room in which they will be
displayed, whether the style is colonial, contemporary, or Victorian.

The colors and patterns of the walls, carpeting, upholstery, and

window treatments should also be taken into consideration when

choosing flower color and textures. These are the elements that will

serve as the backdrop for the arrangement. Take care, too, to keep

the arrangement's scale and proportion in step with its immediate

display area. Finally, take the room's lighting into account, whether

it is natural or artificial.

t ROBERTS MARKET, we offer a full selection of all the ingredients you'll need to always
ave a meal on hand. We offer a wide variety of foods from all over the world. We are your
source for speciality foods, including Indian, Asian, European, and other specialties. Our
seasonal produce is beautifully displayed in our large produce department. Don't forget fresh
cut flowers from our floral department to grace your table.

HINT: [f the upholstery or draperies in your home have a floral design, try to copy ils color,
form, and texture in a flower arrangement that will be displayed in the same room.

W@ GROCERY " Tt
TOMMY'S "THE KILLER MARGARITA MIX"

BEN&JERRYS ICE CREAM

Pints — Also Frozen Yogurt

A PERFECT PEAR CHAMPAGNE PEAR VINAGRETTE ¢ 4.49

12 oz. — Also Ginger Pear Dressing
MACY'S ORIGINAL CHEDDAR CHEESESTICKS $] 99
!-Io(Z)RIZON NONFAT YOGURT 73(

4 oz. — Also Dijon Swiss
PALMOLIVE ULTRA ORIGINAL DISH SOAP 52 39

25 oz. — Also Antibacterial
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New from Sweet Earth
Cake forTwo:

German Chocolate Carrot or
Chocolate Ganache A

also

Country Cornbread Q

goes great with your Chili!

For dessert we offer:

JEAN — GROCERY

PSS WINE ¥ &G
> SNummertime Whites " ¥

2006 Cicchitti Torrontes, Argentina
Torrontes is best known in Madeira wines. The dry, table wine Torrontes is crisp with a
Sauvignon Blanc/Viognier character.
2006 Martin Codax Albarifio, Rias Baixas, Spain
Albarifio is Spain's most prestigious white wine grape producing racy, zippy whites with
citrus and mineral complexity.
2006 Cheseboro Vermentino, Arroyo Seco
Vermentino is native to southern Italy and pairs beautifully with seafood and light
Mediterranean cuisine.
2005 Brooks "Amycas", Oregon
A lively, fresh, fragment blend of Pinot Gris, Pinot Blanc, Riesling, Gewurztraminer and
Muscat. Delicious!!!
2005 Jean-Claude Roux Quincy
This is classic Sauvignon Blanc from France's Loire Valley. Crisp and refreshing,
2006 Daedalus Gruner Veltliner, Willamette Valle
Gruner Veltliner is Austria's native white wine grape, producing flavorful wines that are a
hypothetical cross of Sauvignon Blanc and Riesling.
The above wines assort for a 10% case discount.

& MEAT /SEAFOQD &'<Y
— Special This Wee/e m‘ Robem‘s —

SWORDFISH .. . 51898,
LOX \ $19.98 .
PORK LOIN CHOPS 54,98 .
BLACK JACK TRI-TIP %“\ ST
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Tesla Motors set to zoom 1nt0 town

B The maker of a much-anticipated electric
sports car plans a sales and service operation
at the former Anderson Chevrolet site.

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

ne abandoned auto lot
down, four more to go.
Despite the steady fall of

auto dealerships along El Camino
Real in Menlo Park in the last few
years, it was announced last week
that electric car manufacturer
Tesla Motors is setting up shop in
Menlo Park.

Tesla is the company behind
the anticipated high-end electric
sports car, the Tesla Roadster,
expected to hit the market late this
year or early next year, and sell for
around $100,000.

In a wave of new alternative
energy cars, buzz has been build-
ingaround San Carlos-based Tesla
and its Roadster. The sports car
can accelerate from zero to 60
miles per hour in under four
seconds, and can run for more
than 200 miles on a single charge,
according to Tesla spokesmen.

The automaker hopes to have
a dealership and service center
up and running by the end of
the year at the former Anderson
Chevrolet dealership at 300 El

Camino Real, said Darryl Siry,
vice president of marketing, sales
and service for Tesla.

Thessite, adjacent to the Stanford
Park Hotel, is one of five aban-
doned auto lots along El Camino
Real in Menlo Park.

Unlike the other, now-closed,
dealerships, Mr. Siry said, Tesla
will do just fine in Menlo Park. He
said the automaker favored being
near a city’s downtown, away from
other dealerships — an approach
that ruled out auto malls, includ-
ing the auto mall planned near
US. 101 and Willow Road in
Menlo Park.

“We think Menlo Park is an ideal
place for us,” Mr. Siry said, noting
that residents of the immediate
area are in Tesla’s “target market.”
He noted the site will serve asa hub
for Tesla sales and service for all of
Northern California.

“The location has great visibility
with the types of people who are
likely to consider buying a Tesla,”
said Mike Harrigan, the company’s
vice president of customer service
and support, in a press release.

Mayor Kelly Fergusson said
Tesla is a good fit for the city.

Arson suspect in custody
for four local grass fires

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

n East Palo Alto man is
Abeing accused of arson for

allegedly setting four grass
fires along Alpine and Arastrade-
ro roads in Portola Valley near
Ladera on Saturday, Aug. 4.

Donald Williams, 45, was
arrested by San Mateo County
sheriff’s deputies after five peo-
ple called in and reported seeing
a man acting suspiciously near
the fires, said Lt. Ken Jones.

Mr. Williams was originally
arrested on parole violations
related to a theft conviction,
but was later charged with four
counts of arson, Lt. Jones said.
How the fires were set is still
under investigation, he said.

No one was injured, and no
property was lost as a result of
the grass fires, which burned a
total of about an acre of land,
said Battalion Chief Dan Ghior-
so of the Woodside Fire Protec-

tion District.

“Our investigators were out
there, and they’re calling it arson
for sure,” he said.

All four fires were controlled
by around 3 p.m., Mr. Ghiorso
said.

Firefighters dispatched to a
small brush fire near Arastrade-
ro and Alpine roads at around
1:30 p.m. were soon notified of
a second fire burning about half
a mile south, he said.

Additional firefighters en
route to the first fire apparently
stopped to fight the second fire,
not realizing it was not the blaze
they were originally dispatched
to, Mr. Ghiorso said.

Around 20 minutes after the
second fire was reported, a third
fire was called in about a mile
south when a woman reported
seeing flames headed toward her
home at 9 Arastadero Road, Mr.
Ghiorso said.

See ARSON, page 18

“Tesla’s vehicles and corporate
philosophy are consistent with
Menlo Park’s history and culture
of innovation, high-tech invest-
ment, and emphasis on green

technology,” she said.

Short-term deal?
The buzz surrounding Tesla and
the trendy Roadster is big, but the

The Almanac/Veronica Weber
The Tesla Roadster, an electric sports car that is expected to sell for around $100,000, was on display
at the Menlo Park downtown block party Aug. 1. The city announced last week that Tesla Motors will

open a showroom and service center in Menlo Park.

automaker may not be a perma-
nent fixture in Menlo Park.
Steve Elliot, a spokesman for

See TESLA MOTORS, page 8

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

f Mel Lane’s many leg-
acies, the greatest may
have been reviving San

Francisco Bay as a scenic and
environmental treasure, and pre-
serving California’s incomparable
coastline from the onslaughts of
urban creep.

As the first chairman of the
Bay Conservation and Develop-
ment Commission and then the
California Coastal Commission,
Mel Lane pioneered a totally new
government format aimed at
balancing preservation and devel-
opment of two precious natural
resources.

Against all odds, he got oppos-
ing interests to work together
toward a common goal, and set
a model for coastal protection in
the nation and world.

Melvin B. Lane, who died at

Sunset’s Mel Lane helped save
coastlines and open spaces

m OBITUARY

A memorial service for Melvin B.
Lane will be held 4 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 11, at Stanford Memorial
Church. The balconies, which

he helped raise funds to restore
after the 1989 Loma Prieta
Earthquake, will all be open.
There will be a reception at the
Arrillaga Alumni Center following
the service.

age 85 on July 28 at his Atherton
home of complications from
Parkinson’s disease, also left his
mark on many other facets of
western life and landscape.

As co-owner of Lane Publishing
Co. with his brother Bill Lane of
Portola Valley, and publisher of
Sunset Books, Mel Lane helped
define western living for mil-
lions.

He was an enthusiastic sup-

porter of Stanford University and
a trustee from 1981 to 1991. He
was a co-founder of the Peninsula
Open Space Trust (POST), which
has preserved close to 60,000
Peninsula acres for open space,
habitat, farming and ranching.
He supported many other con-
servation, health and historical
causes in California and around
the world.

The California League of Con-
servation Voters gave Mel Lane a
special award in 1998, saying, “If
you takealook around California,
youwould be hard pressed to find
a place of beauty that Mel hasn’t
played a part in preserving.”

Sunrise to Sunset

Born in 1922 in Des Moines,
Iowa, Mel Lane moved with his
family to San Francisco in 1928
when his father, Lawrence W.

See MEL LANE, page 8
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ALBERTO
ONCE HELD BACK
BY WEIGHT

CURRENTLY:
DIVES RIGHT IN

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

At 13 years old, Alberto was one of more than 2 million overweight kids in this country.
The good news is, he chose to do something about it.

Since he enrolled in the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program last year, Alberto has
lost over 30 pounds and is now an active and healthy kid. Rather than focus solely on
calorie intake and weight loss, our program helps families maintain lifelong healthy eating
and exercise habits. In fact, Alberto’s mom was so inspired, she lost 12 pounds herself.

Alberto is still headed toward his weight goals. The way we see it, his loss is truly Lucile Packard
his gain. To find out more about the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Children’s Hospital
Program call 650-725-4424 or visit pediatricweightcontrol.lpch.org. AT STANFORD
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The Globetrotters
honored Daniel
Serafine, right, shown
with his son Frank at
a Globetrotters

game in San Jose.

Photo courtesy, Daniel Serafine

T
PEOPLE

Coach honored for integrating
Globetrotters basketball team

B Daniel Serafine, 93, isn’t done
making a difference just yet.

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

aniel Serafine isn’t someone who conforms
D to the status quo, and recently he was hon-

ored by the Menlo Park City Council for a
big instance of thinking outside the box.

Mr. Serafine, 93, a resident of Menlo Park,
received a proclamation on July 17 from Mayor
Kelly Fergusson honoring his efforts as coach of
the Globetrotters basketball team during World
War II — a tenure that included making the team
one of the first integrated professional sports
teams.

“If a man or a woman can play a sport, I think
they belong in the sport,” Mr. Serafine said in an
interview with the Almanac. “Color should not be
a barrier.”

While Mr. Serafine’s views aren’t radical today,
they were 66 years ago, when he stumbled upon
six members of the Harlem Globetrotters working
at a Studebaker Corp. factory in Chicago making
plane engines.

Although racial segregation was still in full
swing, he convinced the company to allow the six
Globetrotters (all black) and four other Studebak-
er employees (all white) to band together as the
Studebaker Globetrotters to travel the Midwest,
play games, and sell war bonds.

With the blessing of Harlem Globetrotters
owner Abe Saperstein, the team was permitted to
use the Globetrotters name until the war ended.

Dealing with race

From 1941 to 1945, Mr. Serafine and the team
— with their $1-per-hour wages and handfuls of
food stamps and gas coupons — toured Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin, challenging
a mix of amateur, professional, and collegiate
teams.

Mr. Serafine said the Studebaker players became
friends, but crowds flat-out rejected the concept
of an integrated team.

“Spectators would spit on my players,” he said.
“There were a lot of fights, and people in the
crowd would pull at the players’ shirts and shorts

when they were near the sidelines.”

He said that during one game in Wisconsin,
children in the audience used rubber bands to
shoot paper clips at the throats of the players when
they were within range.

“People didn’t want to see the color change, but
I was determined, and the team was determined,”
Mr. Serafine said. “Before each game, I told my
players the same thing: ‘When you walk in the
stadium, look straight ahead. Don’t look right,
don’t look left, and when you get out on the floor,
play like gentlemen.”

To help remedy the problem, Mr. Serafine said he
hired a 280-pound 6-foot-6-inch trainer, and asked
him to be the first person to walk into the stadium.

“People saw him, and they backed off,” he said
with a laugh.

Moving to the Peninsula

After working as a contractor in Chicago after
the war, Mr. Serafine moved to Atherton in 1968,
building houses on the Peninsula and letting go
of his Globetrotters days. He now lives in Menlo
Park’s Sharon Heights neighborhood.

“It was hard to just stop being part of the Glo-
betrotters, especially since we all lost touch,” he
said.

Last year, Mr. Serafine opted to re-establish a
connection with the Globetrotters, and was hon-
ored by the team at a game in San Jose in Janu-
ary. He can often be found signing autographs at
McDonald’s in Menlo Park.

After his wife died in 1998, Mr. Serafine said he
worked 13-hour days, seven days a week, as a vol-
unteer at Menlo Park’s University Convalescent
Hospital until it closed its doors in 2003.

“I'like to keep busy, and that was a place I could
help,” he said.

Staying young

The best place to find Mr. Serafine these days
is on Menlo Park roads — he regularly cruises
the city’s bike lanes in his four-wheeled electric
scooter, with a tall orange flag on the back.

He said he searches the city looking for damaged
sidewalks that need to be fixed.

“To stay young, you have to keep occupied, and
most importantly, you have to think young,” he
said. @

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

Good Landscaping Adds Value v

. 2N

Q: I am remodeling my home
and plan to install new land-
scaping when it is complete.
The cost estimates for this are
very high and I am wonder-
ing if it is worth the expense.
What is your opinion?

A: Homeowners are often sur-
prised to realize how expensive
landscaping their property can
be. Most people think that grass,
a few plants and some sprinklers
shouldn’t be all that expensive
but the design and installation
of hardscape (walkways, patios,
etc.) and plantings is usually a
costly project. This is particu-
larly true if it is done well.

But beautiful landscaping can
add quite a bit to the value of your
home. Creatively designed outdoor
spaces can enrich the way you use
your property. Space for entertain-
ing as well as quiet garden areas
can be as important as any indoor
space. As you plan your garden,
it would be wise to include plants
that are drought tolerant and don’t
require much maintenance. This
will keep your on-going mainte-
nance costs down.

In the Mid-Peninsula area
where one can use outdoor space
five or six months of the year, it
is definitely worth investing in
good landscaping.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
Lalso offer a free market analysis of your property.

The Mereury News

A
2

SAN JOSE

August 25 & 26, 2007

University Avenue « 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

o

)

® Three Hundred Fine Art and
Contemporary Craft Displays

@ ltalian Street Painting Expo
® Gourmet Food, Wine & Microbrews

@ Kids’Art Studio presented by
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

@ Entertainment on Three Stages

® Free Bike Parking

<«

x

Thanks to Our Media Partners

9657koit

WMixiogs
Wemékly

_WlllF Eﬂ

CLASSICAL
102.1 KDFC

SPONSORD BY THE PALO ALTO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Information: 650-324-3121 « www.mlaproductions.com ¢ Travinfo: 817-1717
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Sunset’s Mel Lane helped save coastlines, open spaces

MEL LANE

continued from page 5

Lane, bought the fledgling travel
magazine, Sunset, to give a new
voice to the fast-growing West.

As kids, Mel and Bill helped out
at Sunset, selling subscriptions door
to door, and working in the San
Francisco office on Saturdays. Mel
recalled helping their mother, Ruth
Lane, test new recipes at home. “I
don’t know if we did alot of testing,
but we did a lot of tasting,” he told
the Almanac in a 1998 interview
honoring Sunset’s 100th anniver-
sary.

Mel Lane attended Palo Alto
High School and Pomona College,
and graduated from Stanford in
1944. He served in the U.S. Navy in
the Pacific during World War I1.

After the war, the Lane broth-
ers went to work for the family as
Sunset recovered from the Depres-
sion. Mel settled into the company’s
management, building up the book
division as Bill focused on the
magazine.

In 1951, Sunset moved from San
Francisco to its
landmark cam-
pus in Menlo
Park. Bill and
Mel took over
company opera-
tions from their
father in 1952.
They sold it to
Time Warner in

1990.
For those 38
years, Sunset

magazine and

books came to define western liv-
ing — building, gardening, travel,
cooking, and conservation. Sunset
Books, appearing in hardware
stores and nurseries, boosted the
home do-it-yourself wave across
the country. The “Sunset Western
Garden Book” became a bible for
anyone who wanted to raise plants
in 24 western climate zones.

Bill and Mel Lane ran Sunset
magazine and books very much
as a team, Bill recalled. “We didn’t
always agree. But we shared core
values.”

‘He knew how to
compromise without
losing his core. It was

never us and them with

Mel. It was the us

without the them.

POST PRESIDENT AUDREY RUST

Friendsand colleagues remember
Mel for his strategic business sense
and his constant support of com-
pany employees. They apply many
adjectives to him: soft-spoken,
bright, unassuming, low-key, hum-
ble, elegant, thoughtful, visionary
and often funny.

“He was a humble man,” said
Fred Rea of Portola Valley, a travel
editor at Sunset and author of
Sunset travel books. “He was never
overcome with the fame he had
as a publisher and a doer of good
deeds.”

There was also fun and mischief.
Sunset colleague Martin Litton of
Portola Valley, who started running
dories down the Grand Canyon and
helped establish Redwood National
Park, gleefully recalled rafting San
Francisquito Creek with Mel dur-
ing one of its occasional floods.

Mel said of the episode: “It was
fun. All of us got dumped out.”

Miracle on the coast

“The Bay would not look the
way it does today if it were not for
Mel Lane,” said David Lewis, presi-
dent of Save the Bay, a member-
ship organiza-
tion devoted to
protecting and
restoring San
Francisco Bay.
“He was a mir-
acle worker.”

When
Gov. Pat Brown
appointed Mel
Laneto head the
Bay Conserva-
tion and Devel-
opment Com-
mission in 1965, it seemed doomed
to fail. One-third of the Bay had
already disappeared under salt
ponds, farms, pavement and build-
ing. Big companies with ambitious
plans and lots of money laid claim
to the remaining shallow waters, as
early environmentalists demanded
that the Bay be preserved and
restored rather than filled.

There were no environmental
laws, no regulations, no models
for managing this political morass
involving multiple interests, cities,
counties and government agencies.

Elizabeth Fall Photography
Mel Lane was honored by the
Peninsula Open Space Trust in
2005 at the dedication of Mel's
Lane, overlooking Whaler's Cove
beside Pigeon Point Lighthouse.
Mr. Lane chaired the original
Coastal Commission, which has
controlled growth along California’s
1,100-mile coast.

The state Legislature concocted
the BCDC to resolve the issues and
come up with a plan that would
balance the competing interests. It
had 27 members with drastically
different, often conflicting, agen-
das.

These were the people whom Mel
Lane convened in 1965. By 1969,
they had produced a plan and pro-
cess that works to this day, when the
Bay is actually enlarging.

So why did it succeed? Mr. Lewis
attributes the success of the com-
mission to Mel Lane’s skills as a
chairman, backed up with strong
support by the staff headed by
Executive Director Joseph Bodo-
vitz. “It was [Mel Lane’s] incredible
patience, persistence and vision,” he
said.

When similar battles heated up
to save the coast from runaway
development, the Bay commission
stood as a model to handle growth.
In 1972, California voters approved
Proposition 20, which established
a Coastal Commission, similar
to BCDC, to guide growth along
California’s 1,100 miles of Pacific
coast, from Mexico to Oregon.

Gov. Ronald Reagan appointed

Mr. Lane chairman, and he moved
over with Mr. Bodovitz to do for the
California coast what he had done
for San Francisco Bay.

In 2005, POST dedicated a mon-
ument to Mr. Lane to honor his
contributions to
open space and

University President John Hennessy
said in a prepared statement, “From
helping to restore our beloved
Memorial Church after the Loma
Prieta earthquake, to supporting
the humanities and creative writ-
ing, to lifelong
support for our

the coast. “Mel’s ‘If you take a look environmental
Lane” is a quar- . . research and
ter-mile of the around California, you teaching, Mel
Coastal Trailnext ~ would be hard pressed  has touched
to Pigeon Point virtually every
Lighthouse over- to find a PIGCG ’Of beGUty corner of Stan-
looking Whalers  that Mel hasn’t played  ford”

Cove. Mel Lane initi-

“T view Mel as
a California and
national trea-
sure,” said Susan
Hansch, chief deputy director of
the Coastal Commission. He was
able to get conflicting people and
interests to work together, she said.
“It was how he led meetings, how
he pulled the public in. He made
people feel welcome.”

Open space and more

Closer to home, Mel Lane has
been a major supporter of many
good causes, most prominently
POST and Stanford.

He helped found POST in 1977
and served actively on its board for
21 years.

POST President Audrey Rust
was one of his admirers. He had
no ego, no desire to take credit, she
said. “He cared. He wanted to work
things out. He knew how to com-
promise without losing his core.

“It was never us and them with
Mel. It was the us without the
them.”

Bob Augsburger of Portola Valley,
former vice president of Stanford
and first executive director of
POST, recalled that Mr. Lane used
to say, “Remember, you only need
to win 51 percent of the time.”

“Mel was always low-key; he was
never dogmatic or authoritarian,”
Mr. Augsburger said. “He let other
people express their views. That’s
how he got things done.

“And when he agreed with you,
he’d say, ‘You bet!””

Stanford is also counting its bless-
ings from Mr. Lane’s contributions.

a part in preserving.

CALIFORNIA LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS

ated the cam-
paign to raise
funds to restore
Memorial
Church after the 1989 earthquake.
The campaign was so successful
that Stanford was able to restore
balconies damaged in the 1906
earthquake. He also led numerous
development efforts, including the
long-range land use plan, Stanford
Athletics, the Center for Interna-
tional Security and Cooperation,
and the Woods Institute for the
Environment.

Mr. Lane was involved with
a breathtaking range of busi-
ness, environmental and social
groups. He served for a period
on close to 20 boards of directors
and commissions. Besides Stan-
ford and POST, these included
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium, Califor-
nia Environmental Trust, the
Nature Conservancy/California,
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Filoli, the Califor-
nia Commission on Campaign
Financing, World Wildlife Fund,
Lucky Stores, and the Children’s
Health Council.

Mr. Lane is survived by Joan
Fletcher Lane, his wife of 54 years;
his brother, Bill; daughters Whit-
ney Miller of Port Townsend,
Washington, and Julie Lane Gay of
Vancouver, British Columbia; and
four grandchildren.

The family suggests donations to
the Peninsula Open Space Trust,
the Woods Institute for the Envi-
ronment at Stanford, or the World
Wildlife Fund. &

Tesla Motors to open shop in Menlo Park this year

TESLA MOTORS

continued from page 5

the property’s owner, the Stanford
Real Estate company, would not
disclose the length or details of the
lease. He said the company still has
the “flexibility to redevelop” the
site, along with other former deal-
ership properties it owns along El
Camino Real: the former Lincoln
Mercury and University Ford sites
at 444 and 450 Fl Camino Real,
respectively.

“The strategy is to still do a com-
prehensive redevelopment of our
sites,” Mr. Elliot said. “Tesla could
beapart of that—it’s just too early
to say at this point.”

Planning El Camino

The new Tesla site is one of
several properties likely to be dis-
cussed during the City Council’s
Aug. 7 meeting, when council
members are scheduled to con-
tinue the ongoing debate of how
to revamp the city’s El Camino
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Real and downtown areas.

The council is scheduled to
consider applying for planning
help through a program called
“Focusing Our Vision” — a
planning initiative spearheaded
by regional bodies to help cities
plan for urban growth while still
preserving wildlife and open
space.

The council meeting is set to
startat 7 p.m. in the council cham-
bers at the Civic Center, between
Laurel and Alma streets. &

Fisher acquires German firm

Woodside-based Fisher Invest-
ments announced that it is
extending its reach into Europe
with a 50 percent acquisition of
Thomas Gruner Vermogens-
management GmbH.

The new company will be
called Gruener Fisher Invest-
ments. The deal’s financial
terms were not disclosed.

Fisher Investments is a money
management firm with over $42
billion in assets under manage-
ment.

“Germany is the second-biggest
market outside the United States
for high net worth individuals,
and Fisher Investments is delight-
ed to be entering this market
with such a strong partner,” said
founder and CEO Ken Fisher in a
statement.

Founded in 1986, Fisher Invest-
ments began offering global equity
management in 1995 and expand-
ed operations into Canada and the
United Kingdom. Mr. Fisheris also
a columnist for Forbes Magazine.
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Jeweler George Hirzel dies at 93

George Hirzel, who founded
Hirzel Fine Jewelry in downtown
Menlo Park in 1952 and ran it
for 42 years until his retirement
in 1993, died July 25, two days
before his 94th birthday.

A celebration of his life will be
held at 1 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25,
at Bethany Lutheran Church,
1095 Cloud Ave. in Menlo Park.

Mr. Hirzel opened George
Hirzel’s Jewelry on Santa Cruz
Ave upon moving to Menlo
Park. Family members recall
that he loved his work, once say-
ing, “My business is my hobby.”

In 1993, he sold the business
to a six-year employee, Carl
Weimer, who still owns the store
and in June doubled its size by
moving into the adjacent space
at 730 Santa Cruz Ave., formerly
occupied by the Dressed Room.

“It would be very difficult
to find a finer man,” said Mr.

Weimer. “He
was very gen-
erous and very
kind.”

In 1996, the
Menlo Park
Chamber of
Commerce :
awarded Mr. George Hirzel
Hirzel the
Gary T. Williams Award for
his service to the chamber. For
years, Mr. Hirzel was active with
downtown merchants, collect-
ing money for holiday donations
and making sure the downtown
area was clean and attractive.

Born in Konstanz, Germany,
Mr. Hirzel immigrated to Amer-
ica with his mother in 1923, fol-
lowing his father settling in San
Francisco. In 1936, he married
Doris, the daughter of his boss
at a San Francisco watch repair-
shop. They were married for 63

years. She died in 1999.

Before moving his family to
Menlo Park, Mr. Hirzel spent three
years stationed at the Alameda
Naval Air Station and at Hunters
Point Naval Yard as a foreman of
the instrument shops.

When he retired from the
jewelry business, Mr. Hirzel
enjoyed yearly family campouts
and water skiing trips, as well as
aroad trip to Alaska, and a vaca-
tion back to his native Germany
after being away for 79 years,
family members said.

He is survived by his son Don
Hirzel in Livermore, California;
daughter Carolyn Packer in Bel-
mont; five grandchildren; and
nine great- grandchildren.

Memorial donations can be
made to Pathways Hospice,
Bethany Lutheran Church in
Menlo Park, or a charity of the
donor’s choice.

Hydrogen shuttle headed to Menlo Park

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

esla Roadsters aren’t the

I only new alternative ener-

gy vehicles coming to
Menlo Park.

An eight-passenger hydrogen-
powered shuttle bus will hit
local streets in several weeks
to transport people from the
Belle Haven neighborhood and
East Palo Alto to the University
Avenue Caltrain station in Palo
Alto.

The shuttle is part of a state
test program, being promoted
for use on the Peninsula by
the City/County Association
of Governments of San Mateo
County. It’s manufactured by
Ford, runs on an internal com-
bustion engine, and creates
“clean emissions,” said Rich
Napier, executive director of
C/CAG, San Mateo County.

He said the shuttle service
will start in early September,
although he didn’t know how
long it would operate on the
Peninsula, or where it would
stop in Belle Haven.

Similar shuttles are being
tested throughout the state as

Courtesy, City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County

This hydrogen-fueled bus will be used to shuttle passengers from
Belle Haven to Caltrain’s University Avenue station.

part of Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger’s “Hydrogen Highway”
initiative to devote state funds
to research, develop and test
alternative-fuel vehicles.

The service doesn’t cost any-
thing, and it gives residents a
chance to see and use alterna-
tive-energy vehicles as public
transportation, Mr. Napier said.

“The plan is to do our part for

the Hydrogen Highway in San
Mateo County,” he said. “We’ll
see how it endures.”

He noted the shuttle can refuel
at two hydrogen fueling stations
— an existing station in Milpi-
tas, and a station being built in
San Carlos.

The shuttle can accommodate
two wheelchairs as well as eight
passengers, he said. &

Public memorial service Friday for Bill Walsh

A public memorial service
for former Stanford and San
Francisco 49ers coach Bill Walsh
will be held at 11 a.m. Friday,
Aug. 10, at Monster Park in San
Francisco, the 49ers organiza-
tion announced.

Mr. Walsh, 75, died at his
Woodside home July 30 follow-
ing a nine-month battle with
leukemia.

Monster Park, then known as
Candlestick Park, was the home
field for the 49ers during the
10 seasons, 1979-88, that Mr.
Walsh coached the team. The
team won the Super Bowls at
the conclusion of three of those
seasons: 1981, 1984 and 1988.

The memorial program will
include a video tribute prepared
by NFL Films as well as memo-

ries about Mr. Walsh from play-
ers and coaches he was associ-
ated with. Parking will be free
at the service.

A private service will be held
a day earlier at Stanford.

The Walsh family is asking that
in lieu of flowers, a donation be
made in Mr. Walsh’s name to a
charity of the donor’s choice.

— Bay City News Service

NOTICE OF APPLICATION AND
NOTICE OF SCOPING SESSION FOR THE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE
1300 EL CAMINO REAL PROJECT

CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING OF AUGUST 20, 2007

e

CITY OF

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Division of the City
of Menlo Park, California received an application on July 9,
2007, as described below.

Rezoning, Planned Development Permit, Minor Subdivision,
and Environmental Review/Sand Hill Property Company/1300 EI
Camino Real:

1) Rezoning the property from the C-4 (ECR) zoning district
(General Commercial Applicable to EI Camino Real) to the P-D zon-
ing district (Planned Development);

2) Planned Development Permit to establish specific develop-
ment regulations and architectural designs for the demolition of
existing commercial structures associated with the former car deal-
ership and the construction of:

e Approximately 50,850 square feet of grocery store/market
space and 58,000 square feet of non-medical office, with an option
for up to 30,000 square feet of the office space to be a private rec-
reation use (health/fitness club), for a total of 108,850 square feet;

¢ An approximate commercial FAR of 74 percent where 75
percent is the maximum FAR permitted;

e Two-story building elements with a maximum building height
of approximately 40 feet where 30 feet is the maximum building
height permitted by the pre-existing zoning designation; and

e 412 parking spaces in an at-grade and below-grade parking
structure where 654 parking spaces would be required by the pre-
existing zoning designation.

3) Lot Merger and Minor Subdivision to merge six existing lots
and create up to four commercial condominium units;

4) BMR Agreement for the payment of in-lieu fees associated
with the City’s Below Market Rate Housing Program;

5) Heritage Tree Removal Permit to remove three onsite and
four offsite heritage trees from the project site; and

6) Environmental Impact Report to analyze the potential envi-
ronmental impacts of the proposal.

The applications and associated environmental documents will
be reviewed by the Planning Commission and reviewed and acted
on by the City Council at subsequent public hearings.

Furthermore, notice is hereby given that the Planning
Division of the City of Menlo Park, California has scheduled a
scoping meeting. At this meeting, members of the public will
have an opportunity to comment on the issues to be analyzed
in an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the project. The
scoping session will be held at the Menlo Park City Council
Chambers, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on Monday,
August 20, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.

The Planning Division is also accepting written comments
on items to be included in the EIR. Please send written com-
ments to Megan Fisher, Associate Planner, City of Menlo Park
Community Development Department, Planning Division, 701
Laurel Street Menlo Park, CA, 94025. Please submit your com-
ments by September 10, 2007.

Documents related to this project, including the Notice of
Preparation of the Environmental Impact Report, may be
inspected by the public on weekdays between the hours of 7:30
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. on Friday, with alternate Fridays closed, at the Department of
Community Development, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park. Please
call Megan Fisher, Associate Planner, at (650) 330-6737 or email at
mefisher@menlopark.org if you have any questions or comments.
In addition, you can receive periodic updates regarding this project
by subscribing to the project page on the City’s website at: http://
www.menlopark.org/projects/comdev 1300ecr.htm

DATED: August 2, 2007
Deanna Chow, Senior Planner

Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on August 8, 2007.
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City Council holds off on
forming finance committees

Menlo Park City Council
members want to make the city’s
finances more transparent, but
not to the point where the city
can’t get anything done without
holding a public meeting.

That was the message from
council members at their July
31 meeting as they put on hold
a plan to form two committees
devoted to city finances.

Although the council had origi-
nally intended to appoint two
council members to an audit
committee, and discuss forming
a volunteer finance committee of

l/ » =
So; ‘y,ou.wantjtg})).e,
aynewshound?

If you like seeking out news and finding facts,
and you have good writing skills, you could be a
candidate for a news reporting internship at the

Almanac, the hometown newspaper of Menlo
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside.

Get first-hand experience working for an award-
winning community newspaper with seasoned
writers and editors. Learn the basics of news-
gathering and news-writing. There are also op-
portunities to write feature stories on a broad
range of topics.

Internships run 13 weeks at 20 hours a week,
with flexible hours. In addition to a small sti-
pend, interns are paid for stories they write.

To apply, e-mail cover letter and resume to:
rbatti@AlmanacNews.com,
or fax this information to
Renee Batti at (650) 854-0677.

swing in the park

Sunday, September 9, 2007

H MENLO WATCH

residents, council members balked
after hearing that the two groups
would be subject to the Brown Act,
the state’s open meeting law.

Under the original plan, the
audit committee was to work
with the city’s auditor to ensure
that the city’s financial reporting
is accurate, and the finance com-
mittee was to work with city staff
to do the same.

But City Attorney Bill McClure
said that both groups would likely
be subject to the Brown Act, mean-
ing all meetings would be open to
the public, and require advance
notice and staft assistance.

Instead of forming the com-
mittees, the council appointed
councilmen John Boyle and
Richard Cline to work with city
staff to rethink how the commit-
tees would work, and what staff
resources are available to hold
consistent public meetings.

Meetings canceled

The Menlo Park City Council
will not hold meetings on Aug.
14 and 21. Regular meetings will
resume Aug. 28.

Injured Atherton dispatcher
wins appeals court victory

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

ven though former Ather-
Eton police dispatcher Anita

Blick already served 90
days of jail time, she’s still fight-
ing her conviction on worker’s
compensation fraud.

The California Court of Appeal
on July 24 sided with the injured
dispatcher and published a deci-
sion overturning her conviction
for concealing an improvement in
her medical condition, saying that
the trial court didn’t give accurate
instructions to the jury.

Ms. Blick could still face
another trial on the same charge
if the San Mateo County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office decides
to re-prosecute the case.

The jurors weren’t told that
they had to find evidence that
Ms. Blick intended to defraud
the insurance company by with-
holding information from her
doctor, according to the court
of appeal’s decision.

“Unless jurors have a clear
understanding of what the law
is, they can’t very well apply the

facts to what the law requires,”
said Courtney Shevelson, Ms.
Blick’s attorney. “That’s what
went wrong here, they weren’t
given appropriate guidance.”

Ms. Blick fell and injured her
knee in January 1994 while at work
in Atherton’s police station, caus-
ing her pain and episodes when
her knee would suddenly buckle,
according to court records.

She was unable to go back to
work because the dispatcher job
required to her get up out of her
chair repeatedly throughout her
shift, something she could no
longer do, Mr. Shevelson said.

“This is not a situation
where there was some doubt
as to whether or not she’d been
injured, like the classic ‘My back
is hurt’ worker’s comp case,”
Mr. Shevelson said. “She had
two surgeries, and after four or
five years of rehab, she got bet-
ter. She told her doctor that she
improved.”

The town of Atherton’s insur-
ance carrier, Cities Group, hired
private investigators to secretly
videotape Ms. Blick in 2000 and

2001. The tapes show her working
in her garden, walking without
crutches and driving her truck,
court records show. In 2005, Ms.
Blick was prosecuted on three
charges of insurance fraud and
found guilty on one of them.

Around the time of her prosecu-
tion, her husband Glenn Blick, also
an Atherton police dispatcher, died
shortly after being diagnosed with
cancer, said Atherton police Chief
Bob Brennan.

“The first time I met her was
in the hospital. We helped her
out with some of the arrange-
ments,” said Chief Brennan,
who has been with the Atherton
Police Department since 2000.

The appeals court decision
becomes official at the end of the
month. The state Attorney Gen-
eral’s office could have sought to
overturn it by petitioning the state
Supreme Court, but the Attorney
General’s office will not be pursing
the case any further, said spokes-
man Gareth Lacy.

“I think the court of appeal
made the right decision,” Mr.
Shevelson said. &

Holbrook-Palmer Park Fall Fundraiser

Fabulous B-B-Q, desserts & wine
Games and activities for children and adults

Silent Auction and Live music

Live auction of one-of-a-kind swings
and Lexus vehicle

Table seating: $75 per person

(Tables of 10: $700)

Lawn and blanket seating: $35 per person
Children: $10, Under 2: Free

Sponsored by

Proceeds benefit Holbrook-Palmer Park

For reservations, contact 650.752.0536

2pm till dusk
Holbrook-Palmer Park

Putnam Lexus

HP Gundealion
olbrook-Palmer Park Foundation
The Atherton Dames
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San Ramon 300 Market Place 925.806.0430 g
San Rafael 1654 Second Street 415.454.0502

www.flegels.com Fine Furniture & Interior Design

August 8, 2007 m The Almanac m 11



s drought threatens Califor-
nia and global warming is

expected to shrink the natural
reservoirs in the Sierra snow-packs,
the future of local team sports
played on traditional but thirsty
grass fields may be in question. Syn-
thetic grass is increasingly poised as
a substitute.

The Wildcats of Woodside High
and the Bears of Menlo-Atherton
High have been playing football
and soccer on synthetic grass for
five years. A synthetic soccer field is
now in the works for middle-school
students at Woodside Elementary
School. And in Portola Valley, a
local leader in official environmen-
tal consciousness, the town is plan-
ning tolook at synthetic surfaces for
soccer at Rossotti Field and baseball
at Ford Field.

Grass fields still have aesthetic
appeal but keeping them healthy
means closing them when wet and
resting them during off-seasons.
Closed fields can be vexing to ath-
letes of all ages seeking places to play
year-round. This higher demand
is raising the profile of synthetic
grass.

M Rain or shine, synthetic grass
is ready for action, though on hot
days it can raise shoe temperatures
and create a chemical smell of rub-
ber tires. (To make the fields soft,
recycled tires are frozen, shattered
into tiny black pellets, and spread
at the base of the “grass” blades.)

B The fields can improve traction
and athletic performance, but falls
can be harder than on grass and
slides can inflict nasty rug burns,
though some brands claim to be
less prone to burning,

B Synthetic grass is durable
and does not need irrigation or
recovery periods, but the surface
can tear and require attention to
keep it soft.

How does synthetic grass mea-
sure up? What is lost and what
is gained? Are real grass fields
already artifacts? How does this
trend fit with local concerns
about the environment?

Grass has class

Professional sports are worlds
apart from the merits of this or
that surface for a local soccer
field, but for what it’s worth, pro
football players are not sold on
synthetic grass.

While it is used in 12 of the 31
stadiums in the National Football
League, real grass is planted at
the other 19. Stanford Univer-
sity chose real grass for the 2006
remodel of the football stadium.

The NFL Players Association
in 2006 surveyed 1,511 players,
representing all NFL teams, ask-

COVER STORY
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Stephanie Terpening

dribbles a ball across
the grass of Rossotti

Field during CYSA
soccer practice in
Portola Valley.

ing for their thoughts
on the differences
between playing on
the two categories of
surface.

Substantial majori-
ties of players say syn-
thetic grass is more |
likely to contribute to |
injuries, cause sore-
ness and fatigue, and
shorten their careers.

Under “additional
comments,” the play-
ers endorsed artificial
grass only in cities with inclem-
ent weather. Real grass “prevents
injuries” if the fields are well-
maintained and closed to non-
football uses, they say.

“Nothing can replace grass,”
says M-A varsity football Head

Lk
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;f_; M Ready for play year-round, rain or
shine.

, M Irrigation with water not required.

W Kids like how it improves their
athletic performance.
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Coach Bob Sykes. Given a choice
between “picture perfect” grass
and a synthetic field, he says, he
would always choose grass. The
catch, he says, is the expense,
including the groundskeeper
team the pros use to keep a grass

e
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M A nonabrasive and traditional playing surface that's & '
in tune with nature.

M Cool on hot summer days; the aroma of cut grass.

M Generates oxygen and stores carbon dioxide in an
era of concern about global warming.
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field perfect.

A third way

The sand-channel field is a natu-
ral-grass option that doesn’t require
a groundskeeper team. With grass
planted over sand, irrigation water

E

Brittany Glessman,
center, coaches
Woodside High

School’s varsity
cheerleaders during
practice on artificial
grass.

drains quickly and the
field is available for play
more often.

Portola Valley spent
$400,000 — including
$110,000 in donations
.| from residents and two
' soccer groups — to
rebuild Rossotti Field as
a sand-channel field.

A typical storm may

.| put clay-based Russ
- | Miller soccer field at
Town Center out of
action for two days, but
Rossotti is ready for play in about
eight hours, says Recreation Facili-
ties Coordinator Tony Macias.

That convenience has a cost
relevant to Californians in a time
of water scarcity: water use goes
up. Between May 2006 and April

-




Communities debate merits of synthetic versus natural grass

Cover Story by David Boyce * Photographs by Veronica Weber

2007, the 86,000 square feet of
Rossotti Field required 2.8 mil-
lion gallons of water, or 33 gallons
per square foot.

By contrast, the soccer and base-
ball fields at Town Center need-
ed 2.3 million gallons to irrigate
133,750 square feet, or 17 gallons
per square foot.

Rossotti Field needs watering
daily or a “dry grass” look sets in,
Mr. Macias says. “T would say that
Russ Miller (field) is like a camel.
Rossotti Field needs a lot more
attention.”

Town staft did not have figures
for expenses such as fertilizer,
equipment upkeep, pest control
and monthly seeding.

Keeping the carpet clean
Given the ongoing battle over

Right: Alpine-Menlo Pumas .
player Emily Colvin, left, aims
to kick the ball past Alpine-
Menlo Sting player Lauren
Espeseth during soccer
practice at Rossotti Eield in
Portola Valley.
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facts between the synthetic and
real grass industries, a neutral
source of information is hard to
find to compare annual mainte-
nance costs.

During football season, Bruce
Rollin, the Sequoia Union High
School District’s director of

maintenance and operations,
says synthetic fields need to
be fluffed up monthly using a
$60,000 ride-around sweeper.
The bristles agitate the rubber
pellets nestled at the base of the
“grass” blades.

“The misconception (about

Above: Woodside
Elementary School

awaits a new artificial
grass field.

o

synthetic fields) is that you
don’t have to work on them,” he
says. “Imagine people running
around in your living room with
cleats on.”

The carpet, meant to last from
seven to 10 years, shreds and
wears out, he says. Occasionally
cleats tear up seams that then
need to be re-glued.

Mr. Rollin did not have avail-
able the annual maintenance
costs for the fields.

The 2006 Guide to Synthet-
ic and Natural Turfgrass for
Sports Fields cites annual costs
of $5,000 to $25,000, including
labor, solvents to remove tough
stains, and replacement rubber
pellets. The upper end of that
range would apply to fields that
are “frequently televised” or

“used for multiple sports,” the
guide says.

Performance boost

Regardless of rain or heavy usage,
artificial grass offers a level surface
and reliable traction. School-age
athletes prefer it, Coach Sykes says.

“The (artificial) turf is better,”
says M-A junior Danny Jimenez, a
varsity lineman for the Bears and
a Menlo Park resident. “It doesn’t
get muddy. It’s always dependable.
... Our cleats get a better grip on
the turf.”

M-A freshman and strong safety
Alofangia Sakalia of East Palo Alto
says he particularly likes synthetic
grass in the fall and winter, when
there’s no mud and no slipping and
sliding as there is on natural grass.

“Kids love what they can do on
artificial (grass),” says Coach Sykes.
“You're able to explode off the cut,”
he adds, referring to the sudden
changes of direction made by a
player running with the ball as he
attempts to evade defenders. The
artificial grass lets kids play closer
to their potential, he says.

When the Bears have a grass-
field game coming up, they prac-
tice on grass at M-A to adjust their
timing for a slower game, Coach
Sykes says.

M-A’s synthetic field is in near-
continuous use, says Athletic Direc-
tor Pam Wimberly. “It’s become a
way of life here at M-A. You go out
there and you just play on it.”

NFL players complain of the
potential for getting hurt. Are
there more injuries? Ms. Wim-
berly says injuries at M-A have
lessened since the synthetic-grass
era began there.

NEFL players’ opinions notwith-
standing, a 2007 study of American
college soccer teams by the British
Journal of Sports Medicine, using
2005 data from the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Injury
Surveillance System, concluded
that play on natural and artificial
surfaces showed no “major differ-
ences between the incidence, sever-
ity, nature or cause” of injuries for
men or women.

Feeling the burn

One problem, at least on older
synthetic fields, seems persistent.

“You burn,” strong safety Alo-
fangia says, referring to the skin
abrasions that accompany a slide.
“It hurts! It, like, takes your skin
off!”

“If you fall, you better, like,
hope you land on your pads or
something,” says lineman Danny
Jimenez. One three-foot slide gave

See GRASS, next page
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You give me your financial goals.

I'll give you powerful tools to help

achieve them.

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock, CLU®, ChFC®

Financial Representative
CA. Insurance Lic. 0453266

New England Financial

950 Tower Lane, Suite 1000
Foster City, CA 94404
650-286-5800

Fax: 650-286-5818

tpollock @sf.nef.com
www.tedpollock.com

Looking for a representative who offers his
financial solutions? Then look to me for:

¢ Life Insurance

* Annuities

* Estate Conservation Strategies
* Retirement Strategies

* Disability Income Insurance

* Mutual Funds

¢ Long-Term Care Insurance

| focus on helping people create, conserve, and
distribute assets. To learn more, call me today.

New England Financial®
A MetLife Company

CD200604020, Exp.07/30/2008

Charles E. (Ted) Pollock is a Registered Representative of New England Securities Corp., 950 Tower Lane,
Ste. 1000, Foster City, CA 94404 .New England Financial is the service mark for New England Life Insurance
Company, 501 Boylston Street, Boston, MA, a MetLife company. Securities products offered through
registered representatives of New England Securities Corp., Boston, MA (member NASD, SIPC)
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QUITE SIMPLY THE FINEST PAINT

WE'VE

Introducing Aura™
by Benjamin Moore.

Benjamin Moore

The Leader in Paint & Color™

EVER MADE.

A

Benjamin
Moore
Paints

Discover your aura today

[ 1
| Gray” Paint
L1
717 Oak Grove Avenue, Menlo Park
(Across from the Fire Station) 650-322-2238
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By David Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

esults were the same but the
Heasoning somewhat differ-
nt recently when parents in
two school districts — in Menlo
Park and Woodside — success-
fully derailed plans by the school
boards to install synthetic grass
soccer fields meant for young
children.
At Encinal School in Atherton,
a grade 3-5 school in the Menlo
Park City School District, parents
complained about the tendency
of artificial grass to get uncom-
fortably warm on hot days. Com-
pared to real grass, the synthetic
stuff also feels hard when fallen

Local parents see no upside
to synthetic grass for young kids

upon and is unfriendly to life
given its hydrocarbon origins,
they added.

Plans for the field fell apart
April 3 when the City Council,
citing neighbors™ opposition and
environmental concerns, voted
3-2 against contributing $600,000
to the school district for a shared
use of the field.

In the one-school K-8 districtin
Woodside, which is building one
soccer field for middle-school-
ers and another for K-3 kids, the
school board voted 4-1 on June
18 to scrap a plan to use synthetic
grass for both fields.

In that case, parents said they
simply preferred grass for the
K-3 field, considered a “green

plastic carpet” an anti-ecologi-
cal message to kids and other
living creatures, and believed
such a field to be inconsistent
with Woodside values.

“Ijust have memories of when
I'walkin cut grass. It brings back
memories of childhood,” said
Susan Doherty, a parent of twins
headed for pre-school in Septem-
ber. “Itis what childhood is about
if you’re lucky enough to live in a
place where grass will grow.”

The K-3 field is also “a village
green” not infrequently used dur-
ing non-school hours for picnics,
she said. “My children’s life is a
picnic. When you have children,
you always have a cooler (strap)
on your shoulder.” @

GRASS

continued from previous page

him what he thinks will be a per-
manent a scar on his elbow.

“It will tear your skin right oft,”
Coach Sykes says. “It’s kind of a
small price for what you really get
out of the surface.”

The Woodside Elementa-
ry School District is spending
$510,000 for a 48,000-square-
foot synthetic field, says Assistant
Superintendent Tim Hanretty.
This “grass” will be FieldTurf, a
product that “when tested, per-
forms like grass” with respect to
burns, according to a paper pre-
pared by acommittee of Woodside
community members.

(The district is spending another
$450,000 to put in a sand-channel
grass soccer field of the same size
for the K-3 students.)

There is concern about what
happens when wounds and syn-
thetic fields get together. “There’s
warmth. There’s moisture. Bac-
teria can thrive in there. There’s
sweat, spit and blood,” says
Brad Fresenburg, a natural-grass
specialist at the University of
Missouri, in the November 2005
issue of Applied Turfgrass Sci-
ence.

Before the season starts this

year, the M-A and Woodside
fields will be treated with a dis-
infectant. “What’s come to light
is, because it’s not grass, we don’t
have the microbial (cleansing)
action,” Mr. Rollin says.

“I think my biggest complaint,”
says M-A’s Ms. Wimberly, “is the
disrespect that some people have,
in the public, toward that facil-
ity.” She was referring to people
who drop chewing gum on M-
A’s fields and exercise their dogs
there without cleaning up after
them.

A recent study of six types of
false grass and three of natural
grass concluded that worries over
microbes are not well founded.

The study, begun in 2002 by
the Department of Crop and
Soil Sciences at Pennsylvania
State University, used swab tests
on natural and synthetic grass.
Staphylococcus aureus, a com-
mon cause of skin infections,
tested positive on weight equip-
ment, stretching tables, and
human hands and faces, but not
on natural or synthetic grass
fields.

Storing carbon dioxide
The ability to photosynthesize

— to use the sun’s energy to

generate oxygen and sequester

w » '.h S

Afootball rests on Woodside High's artificial grass football field, while a butterfly rests on Rossotti Field in Portola Valley.

carbon dioxide — is the exclusive
province of living plant material,
including grass.

If the Portola Valley Town
Council were to decide to replace
real grass at Rossotti Field with
synthetic grass, a 2006 study
shows that the town could make
up for the lost CO2 sequestration
ability by planting 1,638 conifer
trees over 10 years.

The study was by the Athena
Institute, an Ontario-based non-
profit that provides consulting
services to factor in the environ-
mental costs of capital improve-
ment projects.

A common shortcut to plant-
ing trees is paying someone else
to either plant them or engage
in other greenhouse-gas reduc-
ing projects such as building
windmills. For about $118 a year
over 10 years, the town could
“offset” the environmental cost
of a synthetic soccer field, says
David Coale, a manager at the
Palo Alto-based environmental
group Acterra.

Such an offset would be equiva-
lent to taking 10 cars off the road,
Mr. Coale says. “(It’s) not very
much, but it is good to start to put
these things in context of what we
will have to think about more and
more in the future.” B
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MP antique store owner
jailed for molesting girl

An 88-year-old Menlo Park
antique shop owner was ordered
to jail for four months Aug. 2
in San Mateo County Superior
Court for molesting a young girl
in his store last July.

With credit for jail time already
served, Demeter Antiques Ltd.
owner Bela Joseph Demeter now
faces about two more months in
county jail for kissing and fondling
a 14-year-old girl who was shopping
alone in his store July 11, 2006.

Mr. Demeter reportedly cor-
nered the girl in his store, and then
French-kissed the girl and touched
her breasts while she tried to get
away, according to the San Mateo
County District Attorney’s Office.

The girl reported the incident
to Menlo Park police, and a
week later, a decoy undercover
officer was sent to Mr. Deme-
ter’s store, the district attorney’s
office reported. On two separate
days, the female officer was also
groped and kissed by Mr. Deme-
ter, according to prosecutors.

On April 27, Mr. Demeter
pleaded no contest to one count
of felony child molestation.

In court Aug. 2, Mr. Demeter’s
attorney George Eshoo pleaded
that his client merely be ordered
to undergo grief counseling,
arguing he had been severely
affected by his wife’s death.

“T suspect this is more than just
griefissues,” Deputy District Attor-
ney Elizabeth Raffaelli volunteered.
His behavior was “not just inappro-
priate ... but criminal,” she added.

Judge John Grandsaert ordered
Mr. Demeter to 120 days in
county jail, with credit for time
served, and noted that he will
recommend Mr. Demeter be
placed in the Sheriff’s Office work
program to fulfill his sentence.
Grief counseling can be part of his
treatment, the judge said.

He will also be required to
register as a sex offender and has
been ordered to have no contact
with the victim.

— Bay City News Service

County recorder warns of homeowner scam

Homeowners who get an offer
from National Deed Service Inc.
soliciting a chance to obtain a
copy of their deed for the low,
low price of $59.50 should be
wary, said San Mateo County
Recorder Warren Slocum.

The county offers copies of
property deeds to homeowners

for an average price of $3, and
there’s no reason to pay 20 times
more than that, he said.

“Some of my employees even
received this very solicitation
in the mail and brought in the
notice. You can imagine how
appalled they were,” Mr. Slocum
said.

Post news and views on

TOWNSQUARE :

KITCHENS

When we set out

to change the community,

we started by

changing ourselves.

The counties of San Mateo and

Santa Clara have always stood for
imagination and innovation. So when
it came to dreaming up ways to better
serve the region, we imagined a

new way forward for ourselves.

The new Silicon Valley Community

Foundation opened its doors in

BY < DESIGN

“We want to tell you again what a wonderful job you did on the de-

January, following the merger of

, . Peninsula Community Foundation and
sign of our new kitchen and bathroom. You were a constant source

INTRODUCING THE NEW
SILICON VALLEY
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

of knowledge, professionalism and inspiration throughout the proj- Community Foundation Silicon Valley.

ect. You made sure every part of the remodel was done perfectly

The new foundation combines more
. and answered every question no matter how insignificant. Remod- . o ) .

eling is never easy on the homeowner, yet we could rely on you than $1.7 billion in assets with a
every step of the way. Though this project was not your biggest and priceless pOI’thliO of expertise and
most expensive, you treated us royally. We had but one shot at our

dream kitchen and bathroom, and you made our dream come true...” experience — in turn creating a

Frank and Lynn Criscenti catalyst for change greater than the

Ready to be One of Our
Next Happy Clients?

Call Us Today!
650.325.2060

www.DanenbergDesigns.com
1155 Crane Street, Menlo Park

sum of its parts. Imagine that.

SILICON | community
VALLEY | foundation

SERVING SAN MATEO AND SANTA CLARA COUNTIES

wwwi.siliconvalleycf.org

650.358.9369 | 408.278.2200
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LAST WINTER WAS ONE OF THE DRIEST ON RECORD. AND WITH CLIMATE

CHANGE UPON US, DRY WINTERS WILL BE EVEN MORE COMMON IN THE FUTURE.
WE CAN ALL TAKE SIMPLE STEPS IN OUR HOME OR BUSINESS
TO HELP SAVE THE DAY. OR AT LEAST A LOT OF WATER.

FOR MORE WATER CONSERVATION TIPS AND REBATE INFORMATION, 60 T0

WaterSavineHERO.com

BAE

o Santa Clara Valle;
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Community

NEWS OF LOCAL PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Rich Dioli named director
of Sacred Heart Schools

Richard A. Dioli, principal of
Sacred Heart Preparatory High
School for 14 years, is the new
director of Sacred Heart Schools
in Atherton, it was announced
Aug. 2.

In this position he will over-
see the three Roman Catholic
schools on the campus off Val-
paraiso Avenue — Sacred Heart
Preparatory High School, St.
Joseph’s School of the Sacred
Heart with grades 1-8, and the
Montessori preschool and kin-
dergarten. Each of the schools
has its own principal.

Mr. Dioli succeeds Joseph J.
Ciancaglini, who will move to
New York City as head of the
Convent of the Sacred Heart, a

sister school.

“Rich is a
strong, expe-
rienced leader
with an out-
standing track
record of suc-
cess,” said
Mindy Rogers,
board chair of Sacred Heart
Schools.

He built a team that “materi-
ally improved the high school on
every dimension,” she said. He is
committed “at a very personal
level” to the schools’ success, she
added.

Prior to coming to Sacred Heart,
MTr. Dioli was dean of students at
Woodside Priory School.

Rich Dioli

H NOTES

Charlotte Dean in
Italy for 11th grade

Charlotte Meyer Dean, who
graduated from St. Joseph’s
School of the Sacred Heart in
2005 and is now a student at St.
Paul’s School, a boarding school
in Concord, New Hampshire,
will spend her entire 11th grade
in the School Year Abroad’s pro-
gram in Viterbo, Italy.

Charlotte, the daughter of
Marianne Quarre and Jay Dean
of Menlo Park, will study with
some 70 other students in an aca-
demically rigorous high school
program while living with an
Italian family. She will not only
become immersed in the Italian
language and culture but will
study ancient history, Latin and
Greek, her mother reports.

Adam Rak named to
Yes Reading hoard

Adam Rak, a senior director
of corporate affairs for Symantec
Corp., is joining the YES Reading
board of directors. YES reading, a
nonprofit literacy program found-
ed in Menlo Park, partners directly
with schools to provide struggling
students with reading support.

The organization says it will
expand to 13 program sites by
the fall. For more information,
go to www.yesreading.org.

B COLLEGE GRADUATES

B Alden Connorof Atherton received
a bachelor of arts degree, cum laude,
in biology from Williams College in Wil-
liamstown, Massachusetts. She is the
daughter of Sam and Kelly Brofman.
W Michelle Kim of Woodside received
a bachelor of arts degree in mathemat-
ics from Swarthmore College in Swarth-
more, Pennsylvania. She is the daughter
of Yong and Mischen Kim.

by

STANFORD
PARK
HOTEL

g/;e Duck Club Restaurant at the

Stanford Park Hotel invites you to enjoy
the best brunch on the Peninsula.

Adults $29.95
Children 4-12, $17.00
Children under 4, free

650-330-2790

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Parlz, CA

Www.stanfordparlzhotel.com

A really big show

Some 750 horses are expected
to compete in the six-day Menlo
Charity Horse Show in Atherton
this week. The hunter/jumper
show runs Aug. 7-12 at the
Menlo Circus Club, 190 Park
Lane. In the picture, a rider and
his horse clear the Flury/Bryant
jump especially designed for
the 2006 Menlo Charity Horse
Show. For more information,
call 701-0543 or go to www.
menlohorseshow.com.

Five youths reach Eagle Scout rank

Rob Doyle, son of Terryand Judy
Doyle, recently received his Eagle
Scout Award. Rob, 17, is a member
of Boy Scout Troop 64 in Portola
Valley. He graduated from Menlo-
Atherton High School in June.

For his Eagle project, Rob built
several wooden tables and donated
them to the town of Portola Valley.
Family, friends and fellow scouts
helped him with his project.

Troop 991

Four members of Boy Scouts
of America Troop 991 have
achieved the rank of Eagle
Scout, the highest rank in scout-
ing, and were honored at an
Eagle Scout ceremony July 7 at
the Belmont Sports Complex.

Only about 5 percent of all
Boys Scouts achieve the Eagle
rank, which requires advanc-
ing through the previous ranks,
earning 21 merit badges, holding
one or more youth positions of
responsibility in his troop and
completing a service project, said
spokesperson Mary Manders.

The honorees are:

B Shawn Housholder, 17, who
just graduated from Woodside
High School, completed a gravesite
improvement project at the historic
Union Cemetery in Redwood City.
He is the son of Candy Housholder
of San Jose and Rick Housholder of
Redwood City.

M Kevin Irish, another recent
Woodside High graduate, com-
pleted an improvement project
at the historic Union Cemetery
in Redwood City. He is the son
of Peggy and Wesley Irish of
Emerald Hills in Redwood City.

M Blake Manders, 17, who will
be a senior at Woodside High
in the fall, completed a land-
scaping project at a San Carlos
church. He is the son of Kenneth
and Mary Manders of Emerald
Hills in Redwood City.

B Cameron McEwen, who
graduated from Carlmont High
School, completed a landscape
projectin the student parkinglot at
Carlmont. He is the son of Robert
and Karen McEwen of Belmont.

Of the 21 merit badges neces-
sary to qualify for Eagle Scout

= Sunday Brunch

$29.95 PER PERSON

rank, 12 badges are required,
including first aid, citizenship
in the community, citizenship
in the nation, citizenship in
the world, communications,
environmental science, personal
fitness, personal management,
camping and family life.

Burmisle and bumbla.
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Beauty Salon

3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.
(650) 851-7103

v

We offer
Family haircuts,
Hair colors, Perms,
Wedding & Formal
hair styles, Manicure
& Pedicure, Facials, &
Body treatments.

Now carrying
BUMBLE & BUMBLE

v

Open:
Tuesday — Friday
9 am. -6 p.m.
Saturday 10 am. — 4 p.m.

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)
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contemporary fine arts and crafts

eyetunes

The Main Gallery Birthday Show

reception: August 12, 2 to 7pm
art demos + live music

www.themaingallery.org
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Holiday Parties ® Cruises ® Weddings ® Birthdays ¢ Anniversaries ¢ Holiday Parties ® Cruises

Life is a dance ...
...if you know the steps!

* Ballroom \
* Latin e —
* Swing

Certified Instructors
Join the Fun at Arthur Murray...
Call today!

1°" LEssoN COMPLIMENTARY
NEW STUDENTS ONLY

Arthur /X Murray

650.216.7501 2065 Broadway, Redwood City
www.arthurmurrayredwoodcity.com

Holiday Parties ® Cruises ® Weddings ® Birthdays ¢ Anniversaries ¢ Holiday Parties ® Cruises

START

“{oliday Parties ® Cruises * Weddings e Birthdays ® Anniversaries
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COMMUNITY

Nice turnout for first block party

B Second event set
for Aug. 15.

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

owntown Menlo Park got
Da much-needed shot in
the arm Wednesday, Aug.
1, as hundreds of people strolled
Santa Cruz Avenue to check out
the city’s downtown block party.

Usually a desolate place after
7 p.m., Santa Cruz Avenue was
closed to traffic and filled with
music, food, and most impor-
tant, people, as part of an effort
by Mayor Kelly Fergusson and
the City Council to inject life
into the downtown area.

The Menlo Park Chamber of
Commerce and the city co-spon-
sored the event.

From couples dining at down-
town restaurants to children
getting their faces painted, there
were a lot of smiles on Santa
Cruz Avenue, and a second block
party has been scheduled for
Aug. 15.

Local businesses, especially
restaurants that set up tables
on the sidewalks and street to
accommodate the crowds, were
delighted with the good turn-
out.

2979 Woodside Road
Woodside, 650.851.4747
wwwiillagedoctor.com

* No co-payments

house

We at The Village Doctor enjoy serving
families in a personal, convenient and
comfortable manner. Offering the first and
only newborn program in the Bay Area
inclusive of regular home visits, we are able
to provide high quality care all within the
comfort of you own homel!

Other benefits of our services include:

® 24/7 Physician access
® Electronic Medical Record
® Specialty Care Coordination

“With The Village Doctor there is no
waiting on hold, no trying to convince a
doctor that your child is really sick, no wait-
ing 6 hours for an appointment. | love the

calls and the incredible personal attention.”

Menlo Park parents of a 3 yr. old and 9 mo. old

— The Bowshers

Dr. Raquel Burgos, Pediatrician
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“It’s been great for business,
and it’s fun to see the local com-
munity come out,” said Talia
Vardi, the manager for the newly
renovated eatery jZ Cool.

Terrell Brunet, an assistant
general manager for the popular
Left Bank restaurant, said he’d
“like to see something like [the
block party] once a week.”

Mayor Fergusson, who floated
the block party concept by coun-
cil members several months ago,
was also happy with the turn-
out.

“I'm thrilled with the job our
volunteers have done, and I'm
thrilled with the participation of

The Almanac/Veronica Weber
Amanda Foster, 5, of Menlo Park checks out her new look at the face-
painting booth at Menlo Park’s Aug. 1 block party.

our downtown merchants,” she
said. “People are having a great
time.”

Due to a recent death in the
family, Mayor Fergusson wasn’t
up to participating in a “dunk
the mayor” challenge, where
participants could have paid
$100 to try and hit a target and
drop the mayor into a tank of
water.

She said the dunk tank will be
at the Aug. 15 block party, and
other council members may be
willing to participate in the
event, which will benefit the
Boys & Girls Club. B

ARSON

continued from page 5

The pilot of a Calfire helicop-
ter, dispatched to respond to the
first two fires, then reported a
fourth fire about 100 yards south
of the third, he said.

“Our biggest fear was when
a call came in as a fire headed
toward a house, but (it turned
out) it wasn’t,” he said.

Mr. Ghiorso encouraged resi-
dents to maintain 100 feet of
“defensible space” around their
homes, cleared of dry brush and
weeds. Information is available
on the fire district’s Web site,
WoodsideFire.org, or by calling
851-1594.

T
Rawisaby sy wr
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“Be sure to keep that 100-foot
clearance around your house so
we have a chance to get in there
and save it,” he said.

In all, 50 fire personnel
responded to the blazes, which
straddled the border between
Santa Clara and San Mateo
counties. Besides Woodside fire-
fighters, the Menlo Park Fire
Protection District, the Red-
wood City Fire Department, the
Palo Alto Fire Department and
the Belmont/San Carlos Fire
Department responded, Mr.
Ghiorso said, as did the Sheriff’s
Office and the Palo Alto Police
Department.

Bay City News Service
contributed to this report.

Anyplace.

Anytime.
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Virginia ‘Ginny’ Taylor
Longtime Portola Valley resident

Virginia “Ginny” Taylor, former
Portola Valley resident for 48 years,
died suddenly on May 30, her 81st
birthday, due to a stroke.

She was living in Tacoma,
Washington, with her husband
of 57 years, Bob Taylor. The
Taylors moved to Tacoma from
Portola Valley in 2003 after Mr.
Taylor suffered a stroke.

“Ginny was known for her wit
and her generosity,” said her son,
Curt Taylor of Portola Valley. “Her
greatest service was to her family,
as wife, mother and grandmother.
Her smile and humor will glow in
our hearts forever.”

One of the founding mem-
bers of the Ladera Community
Church, Ms. Taylor served many
roles there over the years.

She was active in the Ameri-
can Field Service organization
as president of the local chap-
ter. She helped sponsor foreign
exchange students to study at
local high schools. One such
student would one day become
her daughter-in-law.

Ms. Taylor also enjoyed partici-
pating in other organizations such
as the Stanford Mothers Club and
the Children’s Health Council.

Virginia Ann Mays was born
in Bronxville, New York, in 1926.
She was a graduate of DePauw
University and a member of the
Alpha Omicron Pi sorority.

She met her future husband
while he was working for McGraw-
Hill Publishing Co. in New York
City. After their marriage in 1950,
the couple moved to Trona in the
Southern California desert, and
then to Burbank.

In 1955, the Taylors bought
a home in Ladera, where they
lived for 48 years and raised
three children.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Bob; her three children,
Curt Taylor of Portola Valley;
Dr. James Taylor, M.D., of
Tacoma, Washington; and Carol
Taylor-Clay of Eugene, Oregon;
and six grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made
in her name to the Ladera Com-
munity Church to create a picnic
area in her honor. Address dona-
tions to: Ladera Community
Church, 3300 Alpine Road, Por-
tola Valley, CA 94028. Specify
“Taylor Memorial Project” on
the check’s memo line.

Services will be held at a later
date in this area.

Erma Catherine Gossard

Portola Valley resident
for nearly 50 years

Longtime Portola Valley resi-
dent Erma Catherine Gossard
died on July 18. She was 92.

Born and raised in Iowa,

Ms. Gossard graduated from
Thompson’s Rudemar School of
Beauty Culture in Des Moines
and the College of San Mateo.
She and her husband Myron
lived in Portola Valley for almost
50 years before she moved to

Oakmont Gardens in Sonoma
County three years ago.

Ms. Gossard and her hus-
band traveled in their trailer
throughout the United States.
Her favorite places were Peggy’s
Cove in Nova Scotia and the

New England states, family
members said. She also loved to
garden, sew, and study a variety
of subjects.

She is survived by her sons,
Tom Gossard of Oakmont, Cali-
fornia, and Harry Gossard of

Chatsworth, California; daughters
Nancy Buckner of Seattle and Judy
Gossard of Redwood City; three
grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Myron,
and daughter, Mary.
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Begin your day with a happy
and healthy smile

Superior Care ® Gentle Professionals * Advanced Technologies

* Laser gum treatment
* Laser cavity removal for white fillings

* CAD-CAM crowns completed in one visit
— No temporary — No impression

* Implants

— One visit — Affordable

* Esthetic smile design

* Dentures:
Call Dr. Nguyen if you have wanted:
1. To look good and eat confortably
with your dentures
. Teeth look natural and whiter
. To laugh and Smile without worry
. To stabilize wobbly or loose dentures
. To eliminate sore spots on gums

* Comprehensive dental care:

,’% * 24 Hr Emergency Service
Menlo Park

DENTAL EXCELLENCE

Call for your appointment and more details:

650.838.0260

724 OAK GROVE AVENUE, SUITE 120, MENLO PARK
(cross street: Crane)

u b WwWN

We welcome new patients and accept most insurance
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Raise your GPA

for College!

* UC-approved HIGH SCHOOL classes
* Private & semi-priavate instruction

* Open year round

Call 650-521-0550 to register
LYDIAN ACADEMY, LLC

815 EI Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 e www.lydianacademy.com
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More candidates running for office

In the last two weeks, more
candidates have announced their
intentions to run for public office
in the November election.

Registration closes Friday,
Aug. 10, at 5 p.m. unless an
incumbent chooses not to run,
in which case the filing dead-
line for that race is extended to
Wednesday, Aug. 15, at 5 p.m.

Woodside

Two new faces could join
the Woodside Town Council
after November. Architect Peter
Mason has taken out candidate
papers for District 7, said Wood-
side Town Clerk Janet Koelsch.
The incumbent in that district,
Pete Sinclair, told the Almanac
he is still undecided.

Mr. Mason is a principal with
Hill Glazier Architects, and spe-
cializes in designing high-end
hotels and resorts. He’s been a
member of the town’s Archi-
tectural and Site Review Board
since 2004.

Another newcomer, Dave
Burow, the CEO of Palo Alto-
based Catalytic Inc., has taken
out papers for the open seat in
District 5, where incumbent
Paul Goeld told the Almanac he
won’t be running again.

BrACES & INVISALIGN
for adults, kids & teens

Dr. Kathleen Tavarez has been named an
Invisalign Elite Premier Provider, recognizing
select doctors who have achieved an extraordi-
nary level of experience and who represent

the top 1% of North American practitioners.

Tavare

ORTHODONTICS

Specialist in Adults and Children

EArN AN AccReDITED MasTER’S DEGREE
IN TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE

* Requires Only 60 Semester College Units

800 Menlo Avenue, #101
Menlo Park, CA 94025

650-329-9600

WWW.DRTAVAREZ.COM

e Full or Part-time/Day or Evening

« Federal Financial Aid Available

* International Students Accepted (I-20 Issued)
e Low Tuition/Flexible Payments

UNIVERSITY OF EAST-WEST MEDICINE
970 W. EL CAMINO REAL, SUNNYVALE
call 408-733-1878 or visit www.uewm.edu
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Incumbent Ron Romines of the
Woodside Glens neighborhood is
setto run again for District 1, said
Ms. Koelsch. Mayor Sue Boynton,
who holds the District 3 seat, has
stated her intention to run for a
third term.

In the Woodside school dis-
trict, incumbent Ellen Ablow
has not yet announced whether
she will run for re-election.

Virginia Bamford, a Woodside
parent with executive experi-
ence in the PTA and on the site
council, has taken out candi-
dacy papers, per the San Mateo
County Registrar of Voters. The
deadline is extended for the two
seats since incumbent Kimber-
ley McMorrow said she will not
seek re-election.

As for the board of the Wood-
side Fire Protection District,
incumbent John Gardner of Por-
tola Valley has filed papers to
run for re-election. So far, he and
incumbent Patrick Cain of Ladera
are the only two candidates who
have filed for the two seats.

Portola Valley

Two candidates are seeking
two seats on the Portola Val-
ley Town Council: incumbent

Steve Toben and current Plan-
ning Commission Chair Ann
Wengert, said Assistant Town
Clerk Sharon Hanlon.

At the Portola Valley school dis-
trict, residents Judith Ann Men-
delsohn and Steven Humphreys
have declared their intentions to
seek the two open seats.

Other races

Incumbent Bart Spencer of
Menlo Park is running for
re-election to one of two seats
on the board of the Menlo Park
Fire Protection District. He is
joined by John Osmer, also of
Menlo Park.

No one has yet challenged
the three incumbents running
for re-election to three seats
on the board of the Sequoia
Union High School District:
Lorraine Rumley and Don Gib-
son of Redwood City, and board
President Olivia G. Martinez of
Menlo Park.

Three seats are open on the
board of the West Bay Sanitary
District, and two incumbents
have filed their papers with the
county: Ronald W. Shepherd of
Menlo Park and David Alexan-
der Walker, also of Menlo Park.

The boards of the Los Trancos
and Skyline water districts had
no candidates as of press time.

Post news and views on

TOWNSQUARE

RE-INSPIRE

YOURSELF AT AVENIDAS! ‘

VOLUNTEER WITH AVENIDAS’

EARLY LITERACY PROGRAM
AND HELP A CHILD SUCCEED IN SCHOOL!

FOR INFORMATION
CALL(650) 289-5419

OR VISIT WWW.AVENIDAS.ORG

%
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H OBITUARY

Leona “Lee”” M. Romashko
Community volunteer, activist

Longtime community activist
and volunteer Leona “Lee” M.
Romashko died on Friday, Aug. 3,
at the age of 84.

In 1997, Ms. Romashko was rec-
ognized by the city of East Palo Alto
for her work in teaching English as
a Second Language for the Families
in Transition Program.

m POLICE CALLS

She was an active member of the
community right up to her death,
working with the adultliteracy pro-
gram Project Read, and privately
tutoring students in need.

She served in the WAVES, the
women’s component of the Navy,
during World War II, and later was
a partner in Bowers Office Center,
a Santa Clara-based company that
provides executive suites and secre-
tarial services.

During her many years asa Men-
lo Park resident, she devoted much

time to issues affecting this and
nearby communities, especially
through her work with the League
of Women Voters.

She is survived by her lifelong
friend and companion, Jean Nelson
of Menlo Park; and several nieces
and nephews.

At her request, no services will be
held. She asked that memorial dona-
tions be made to charities for the
poor and disadvantaged. Condo-
lences may be made at her Web site:
lee-romashko.memory-of.com.

ATHERTON

Theft report: Two computers stolen (one
recovered) from a classroom, Encinal
School at 181 Encinal Ave., July 27.
Fraud reports:

W Unauthorized charges of $1,800 on resi-
dent’s credit card, Reservoir Road, July 30.
W Work on $20,000 home theater system
never completed, Selby Lane, July 31.

MENLO PARK
Auto theft reports:

M 2002 blue Honda Accord stolen, 600
block of Sharon Park Drive, July 28.

M 2005 black Toyota Corolla stolen, AlIma

St. and Ravenswood Ave., July 30.

Auto burglary report: Report taken, 1600
block of Bayfront Expressway, July 28.

Burglary report:Report taken, 600 block
of Sharon Park Drive, August 1.

Theft reports
M Report taken, 700 block of Roble Ave., July 28.

W Copper wiring stolen from business,
300 block of EI Camino Real, July 31.

M Report taken, 500 block of El Camino
Real, August 2.

Spousal abuse report: Arrest made,
1000 block of Windermere Ave., August 1.

Fraud reports:
B Embezzlement, 100 block of Santa Mar-

garita Ave., July 30.

BUnfulfilled working agreement, 300
block of Pierce Road, July 30.

HWidentity theft, 800 block of Oak Grove
Ave., July 31.

BUnauthorized charges to an account,
700 block of Elizabeth Lane, August 2.

LADERA

Fraud reports:

W Unauthorized account opened, 200
block of S. Balsamina Way, July 27.

B Unauthorized withdrawal from Pay-Pal
account, 200 block of Gabarda Way, July 27.

Online.
Anyplace.
Anytime.

AlmanacNews.com

Jean Nisbet died on July 26th. She was
81. Jean was a native of Great Britain and
long-time resident of Menlo Park.

Jean loved to work in the garden and her
hobbies included hiking and singing in chorus
groups. She was a modest and a very caring
person and took pride in the accomplishments
of others. Throughout her lifetime she touched
many lives.

Survivors include her daughter Barbara
Berk of Seattle, Washington; son Jim Nisbet
of Menlo Park; and grandchildren Christopher Berk, Gregory Nisbet and Andrew
Nisbet. Her husband of 51 years, Ron Nisbet, preceded her in death.

Memorial services were held at Roller Hapgood & Tinney in Palo Alto on
August 1st.
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99%

Intro APR*

Fixed for
12 months

APR*

One time
Offer ends
7/31/07!

Sony® Home
Theater System

NO application fee r
NO closing costs

NO annual fee

NO appraisal

PLUS receive a FREE
gift of your choicel**

Pacific National Bank

The deal just got better!

A limited time only special rate for your
Home Equity Line of Credit*

And thereafter, 0.75% under
prime for the life of the
loan currently at

.50%

Home Equity
Line of Credit

RCA Small Wonder™
Camcorder

2GB Next
Generation
iPod Nano

For a limited time, apply today at

(877) PN

or stop in your favorite n
Menlo Park

701 Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(650) 322-8494

B-4082

eighborhood location

Mountain View
820 East El Camino Real
Mountain Vew, A 94040

(650) 964-0640

Burlingame
1423 Burlingame Avenue
Burlingame, CA 94010
(650) 348-8411

FDIC

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is based on the Prime Rate published in The Wall Street Journal. APR is subject to change monthly. For lines of credit with a
maximum combined loan to value of 80% or less, the rate will be prime minus .75%. For lines of credit with a maximum combined loan to value of 80.1% to

909%, the rate will be prime plus .25%. As of June 13, 2007, the Prime R:
maximum combined loan to value and 8.50% APR for credit lines 80.19
line amount is $5,000. There is no annual fee. An early termination cha

maximum combined loan to value. The maximum APR s 1
95.is assessed if paid off and closed within 24 months of loan date. Subject

d the following rates would apply: 7.50%APR for credit lines of 80% or less
8%. The minimum

to credit approval and property valuation. Program terms and conditions are subject to change any time without notice. Property insurance i required and
flood insurance may be required. Available to owner occupied 1-4 family residential or condominium properties. Offer is for new HELOC customers of Pacific

National Bank.

**We reserve the right to substitute a gift of equal or greater value. Limit one free gift per household. Free gift offer may be withdrawn without notice. Avail-
able while supplies last. A minimum draw of $7,500 is required within 90 days of establishing the line and a minimum balance of $7,500 is required to be

outstanding for at least 90 days after the draw to receive the gift.

MELVIN B. LANE

Melvin B. Lane, former Co-owner and Publisher of Lane
Publishing Company and Sunset Magazine and Books, and
first chairman of both the California Coastal Commission and
Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC),
passed away at his home on Saturday, July 28, 2007, in
Atherton, California. He was 85. He died of complications from
Parkinson's disease.

Born in 1922 in Des Moines, lowa, Lane moved with his
parents in 1928 to San Francisco when his father bought
the fledgling travel magazine, Sunset. He attended Palo Alto
High School, Pomona College and graduated from Stanford
University in 1944. He served in the U.S. Navy in World War
II. Upon his return from naval service in WWII, he began work
for his family, as it carried Sunset out of the Depression.
Lane settled into the company's business management and
the new book division, shepherding the book division as it
became the pioneer of the home do-it-yourself movement and
an extraordinary success. He was respected not only for his
strategic business acumen, but for his unending support and
the high value he placed on employees. The Lane family sold
Lane Publishing Company in 1990 to Time Warner. After the
sale, Lane, who drove around Atherton in his 1971 Chevrolet
convertible, told a reporter, 'l don't plan to do anything different
as far as the money goes. | told some friends that | might afford
a new car." At the time of the sale, Sunset was the premier
regional magazine in the United States.

In 1965, Lane was appointed by then Governor Edmund
G. Brown to be the first chairman of the newly-created San
Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission
(BCDC). The San Francisco Bay Plan developed by the
Commission in the late 1960s, in large part approved by the
legislature in 1969, still governs protection of the Bay and
development of its shoreline. In 1972, Lane was appointed by
then Governor Ronald Reagan to be the first chairman of the
statewide California Coastal Commission, which was created
by the passage of Proposition 20 in the 1972 election. The
Commission's plan for the coast is likewise still the primary
constitution for conservation and development of the 1100-mile
California coastline. Along with Joseph Bodovitz, Executive
Director for both the BCDC and the Coastal Commission, Lane
is credited with developing plans and proposals enacted by the
governor and legislature that have achieved major successes in
protecting two of California's most valuable natural resources.

With his quiet manner, ability to hear and respect all points
of view, and subtle — and often crucial — humor, many felt

PAID OBITUARY

Mel Lane accomplished the impossible. Both environmentalists
and developers acknowledged that his leadership of the
Commission was fair and committed to carrying out exactly
what the law provided. Lane recognized earlier than many
people that a sound economy and a healthy environment go
together. As early as 1974 he commented, "as soon as business
tightens up, not only do we drop environmental controls, but
as a shot to the economy, we drill for more oil and cut down
trees. These are a rip-off of the environment that can't be done
indefinitely, so it's poor business." After resigning from the
Coastal Commission in 1977, Lane continued to use his skills
and credibility to protect fragile areas within the Peninsula
Open Space Trust (POST), to provide leadership for the World
Wildlife Fund, to establish the California Environmental Trust,
and to create the Stanford Environmental Institute. He will
be remembered as the finest of wise, gracious, and effective
environmentalists.

Lane was also a passionate enthusiast of Stanford University.
Atrustee from 1981-1991, he gave leadership to numerous efforts
including the long-range-land-use plan, Stanford Athletics, the
Center for International Security and Arms Control, and the
Woods Environmental Institute. He received numerous awards
and accolades not only for his accomplishments, generosity
and successful fund-raising but also for his low-key, trustworthy
leadership style. Lane instigated the campaign to raise the funds
to restore Memorial Church after the earthquake of 1989. Lane's
efforts to create support for the restoration were so inspiring that
he was also able to repair the damage from the 1906 earthquake.
Many of Memorial Church's elegant balconies had been closed
from 1906 until 1990, when Lane oversaw their restoration and
re-opening.

He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Joan Fletcher Laneg,
daughters Whitney Miller and Julie Lane Gay, sons-in-law
Richard Miller and Craig Gay and four grandchildren, Andrew,
Elsa, Owen and Nicholas. He also leaves his brother, L. W. "Bill"
Lane, with whom he ran Lane Publishing for nearly 40 years.
He clearly brought as much integrity and kindness to his family
and friends as to all his other endeavors.

A memorial service will be held in Stanford Memorial
Church at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11, 2007. All
balconies will be open. A reception following the ceremony
will be at Arrillaga Alumni Center, Stanford Campus. In lieu of
flowers, gifts in Mel's memory would be welcome at Peninsula
Open Space Trust, The Woods Environmental Institute at
Stanford or the World Wildlife Fund.
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Viewpoint

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about

cal issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

The greening of Menlo Park

ast week’s news that Tesla, the new electric

sports car company, would take over an

labandoned Menlo Park auto dealership was a
shocker and a testament to the idea that convention-

al wisdom isn’t always right.

With Mayor Kelly Fergusson
and the City Council strug-
gling to inject some life into the
blighted sections of El Camino
Real, the idea that an auto
dealer, and a green one at that,
would sign up to lease the hulk
of the Anderson Chevrolet site
opens up a host of development
possibilities for this highly vis-
ible downtown area.

The Tesla announcement, and
the plan already made public to
build a commercial complex,
including a grocery store, at the
former Cadillac dealership on El
Camino near Glenwood Avenue,
shows that there continues to

be interest in adding commercial activity downtown that does not

involve housing.

And now, with the initial but gratifying convergence of the
city’s effort to adopt green technology and attract green-ori-
ented businesses, it appears that, at least initially, the strategy is
working. Could there be more green, Tesla-type businesses out

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

Courtesy, Tesla Motors
Tesla Motors, maker of the Tesla Roadster, plans to set up a sales and
service center in Menlo Park this year.

there looking for a simpatico home?

We hope so. Somehow, the idea of turning El
Camino into a monolithic corridor of four-story
condominium projects does not seem right for

Menlo Park. Without a doubt,
the city must pay its dues and
approve some significant and
dense housing, similar to the
proposed Derry project on Oak
Grove Avenue.

But we hope the ultimate
design for El Camino includes
a varied mix of retail stores.
Tesla is not exactly a typical
retail outlet, but it might attract
a lot of window shoppers who
are interested in learning about
cutting-edge electric automo-
biles. Other green entrepreneurs
might set up shop in the neigh-
borhood, which could make the
city a destination for green-ori-
ented businesses.

When the Stanford Shopping Center opened in the 1950s, the

giant retail mall was a huge threat to Menlo Park’s downtown

merchants. But rather than give up, the city’s retailers focused
on home furnishings, ala Flegels and others. The strategy
worked and saved the downtown. The vacancies on El Camino
could be a perfect opening for a repeat performance.

g :'-'_'I!Iﬁf | ﬂﬂlﬂﬁ_['f] l
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Our Regional Heritage

The Pioneer Hotel, shown here in the 1960s, was purchased by Aldo Cominoli in 1941 and reopened in 1946 as a new property. In its prime,
the hotel served breakfast, lunch and dinner and handled banquet parties of up to 300.

Jac Audiffred’s Woodside collection
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VIEWPOINT

Not in my Menlo Park

By Martin Engel

he more I read, the more I see the
I pejorative term “NIMBY,” short
for “Not In My Back Yard.”
Often you can find it as an accusa-
tion in Almanac letters, editorials,
“Town Square” and other print and
electronic media. NIMBYs like us
are accused of opposing development
such as the Derry project, Dumbarton

GUEST
OPINION

town. What I oppose is what I believe
will be harmful to the community
in which I live. What I oppose may
not be bad only for me; it may be bad
for my neighbors and fellow town
residents as well. I therefore oppose
it because it’s a bad idea, period.
Many of us tried to elect council
members last fall who represent these
basic beliefs, that is, our right to pro-
tect and preserve the quality of life we

Rail, or other projects in Menlo Park,
because the negative impact of these
would be felt directly in our immediate sur-
roundings. Mea culpa.

It’s time to deal with this term and concept
head-on. For instance, I don’t want a glue fac-
tory built on the lot next to my home. There-
fore, ’'m a NIMBY. Presumably, if you don’t
object to that glue factory as your neighbor,
you would not be a NIMBY.

Crazy, yes, but a NIMBY, no. Even though
the glue factory next door would drive down
my property values, it is somehow wrong, self-
ish or immoral for me to care about or protest
that. Indeed, because said glue factory would
employ people, it behooves me to be willing to
sacrifice our family home to this cause, or be
accused of being a NIMBY.

There is an entirely different and positive way
to look at this. Being a NIMBY is my responsi-
bility and my job, which is to protect the value of
my home and the quality of life that my family
and I choose. “A man’s home is his castle,” and it
is his (or her) obligation to defend it. Therefore,
we all are, or should be, NIMBYs.

Let me expand this premise further. The com-
munity in which I live is part of my “backyard.”
Menlo Park is my “backyard.” It is my civic duty
and constitutional right to protect the quality
of life of my neighborhood, community and

chose when we moved to Menlo Park.
The basis for our political “activism”
is exactly that, the preservation and perpetuation
of those characteristics in Menlo Park that we
have found so attractive and that compel us to
live here rather than elsewhere. We oppose those
deleterious projects and developments because
we don’t want them in our or your backyard, or
in anyone’s backyard for that matter. And, it is
our right to do so.

Does my opposing a bad idea (such as the
California high-speed train, or high-density
housing in downtown Menlo Park) make me
a NIMBY? I can live with that.

Interestingly, in addition to NIMBY, Wikipe-
dia offers two other terms: NIABY and NOTE.
NIABY stands for: Not In Anyone’s Back Yard.
NOTE stands for: Not Over There Either.

These latter acronyms are far more descrip-
tive of those of us who object to a project or
development because it is basically a bad idea.

Finally, it’s a form of “ad hominem” argu-
ment, or personal attack. I think most people
use the term NIMBY against someone because
they disagree with his or her position but
haven’t done their homework to discuss the
issue on its factual substance or merits.

Martin Engel lives on Stone Pine Lane
in Menlo Park.

LETTERS
Our readers write

Public-land memorials
shouldn’t be permanent

Editor:

Last May 25, Rodney Smith was
killed in a tragic cycling accident
on Sand Hill Road. A memorial
complete with religious symbol
and flowers was placed near the
site on the roadside public right-
of-way. More than two months
have elapsed, and the memorial
seems to be taking on a question-
able permanence.

To my knowledge there have
been at least three accidental deaths
in the past year or two along Sand
Hill/Portola Road. In the other
two cases, temporary memorials
were erected and removed within
a month. The present memorial
seems to be assuming a perma-
nence that, I feel, is setting an

unfortunate precedent.

Legal issues aside, it seems inap-
propriate for individuals to uni-
laterally utilize public property for
private purposes, no matter how
honorable or benign the intent.

Any of us who have ever lost
a loved one can sympathize
with the friends and family
of the accident victims. Many
might even wish to contribute
to a suitable memorial, but in a
proper place — not on a public
thoroughfare on public land.

John Hessel
Santa Maria Avenue,
Portola Valley

Time to speak up to save
Allied Arts Guild

Editor:

Allied Arts is a treasure for
Menlo Park. A few neighbors are
making it impossible for Allied
Arts to operate profitably for the

benefit of the hospital as well
as the broader Menlo Park and
surrounding communities.

It is time for citizens and the
government of Menlo Park to
speak up against this group of
extremely selfish and short-sight-
ed neighbors. How can so few do
so much damage to so many?

Where is their sense of civic
responsibility? I'm sure they
bought their houses afterAllied
Arts was already there. And
NOW they don’t want the traffic
associated with a viable business
operation.

Ilive near Rinconada Park in Palo
Alto. We bought our home when
the pool and park were already
there. We often have to deal with
heavy traffic on weekends or when
there is a meet at the pool. This is
a small price to pay for the lovely
facility at our doorstep for ourselves
and for our community.

Jo Killen
Palo Alto

Post news and views on

TOWNSQUARE
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CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. * (650) 365-5027 ¢ Redwood City

A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Coffoe & Tew

(onnoisseur (offee o.
2801 Middlefield Road Redwood City (650) 369-5250
9am-5:30pm, Mon. - Sat. B Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Broatiase, Lunch & Dinner

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View (650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula" call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Presented by
§ Mark Schmidt

Licensed Optician

MORE COMFORTABLE CONTACTS

Some people who wear contact lenses report
that they experience so much discomfort that they
discontinue their use. If you have experienced this
problem in the past, you should know that today’s
contact lenses are safer and more comfortable
than they were even a decade ago. During that
time, lens manufacturers have introduced silicone
hydrogel lenses, which are an improved version
of the soft lenses introduced during the early
1970s. The major advantage of silicone hydrogels

is that they allow up to six times more oxygen to
reach the eye. This is important since oxygen-
starved eyes are vulnerable to corneal swelling
and infection. Silicon hydrogels are healthier and
more comfortable because they breathe better and
dehydrate less.

Today’s contact lenses can be an exciting
alternative to glasses, giving the wearer a glass-
free look and hassle-free wear all day long. Select
from hard, soft, and colored contacts. When you
visit MENLO OPTICAL, we like to ask questions
about your lifestyle and your likes and dislikes.
You will find our prices to be most competitive
to others in our community, while finding our
service to be excellent. Call us at 322-3900, or visit
us at 1166 University Drive, on the corner of Oak
Grove Avenue and University Drive.

P.S. Some silicone hydrogels are so
breathable they are the only contacts approved
by the FDA for 30-day wear.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.
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The
Pizza-Lover's
Pizza

Tasting is
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for LUNCH S~
Sun, - Fri, 00 Menlo Park
1001 El1 Camino Real
ML Y3 DINNER 324-3486
7 days/week Pizzza-2-Go
989 El Camino Real
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941-9222 )
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Let Ed Kahl show you beautiful sites for
your dream home.

MMl

WOODSIDE LOT - 330 Mountain Home Road -
Create your estate on 3.4 beautiful acres in a truly prime loca-
tion. Heritage oaks, redwoods, level land, privacy, tranquility.

WOODSIDE LOT - Build your dream home w/views of Jasper
Excellent Woodside Elementary School. $5,900,000 y P

Ridge. Close-in property w/ oaks, redwoods and total privacy.
Major site work complete, approved site development permit;
Planning Comm. approval for approx 6K sq ft home (to be built).

$2,650,000

PORTOLA VALLEY

ESTATE - 3.3 ACRES -

Luxurious family compound in ! B Tia A ]

a prime Westridge neighbor- = =\ Cal e N WOODSIDE - Tuscan Estate in the heart of Town — This beau-
hood. Main house has 4 BR; . y tifully landscaped one-acre, 4BR estate home provides the perfect setting

guest house has 1 BR, LR & =0 < for the luxurious California lifestyle in an elegantly designed home. Marv-

kitchen; second guest house b ~ elous wine cellar. Woodside Elementary School. $5,250,000
has 1 BR and also serves as .t

rec / party / theater building. Main home has vaulted ceilings, 3 fireplaces, formal
DR, spacious family room and French doors opening to gardens, pool, spa, and a
huge gym. A sheltered brick patio brims with citrus and flowers. Award-winning

Portola Valley Schools. $5,500,000 +Sold over $1 Billion in residential
and commercial properties
* MA in Economics from UC Davis
+ Calif. Gen’l Contractor’s license
* Real Estate Broker since 1972
m * International President’s Premiere
‘B Bl W'y
mmg R

———— = architects « interior designers * stagers
Woodside: 3BR 1172 ac $2.650.000 painters ¢ colorists * landscapers

I.fafej:trit.:ian / plumber / carpenter E d K ahl
: 650) 400-2796

.-....“ » L R : www.edkahl.com

Woodside: 6 acre estate.§6,500,000 Woodside: 129 Albion. $3,100,000 PREVIEWS Ed@edkahl.com

T e s N S T S LI TE——— L = ratidnabifinas
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