REMEMBERING Marilyn Franklin: Educator devoted her
40-year career to the Menlo Park school district. Page 7
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apr.com

“_
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 L
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

. 5 g ./
difference between finding a house and a home. L REALTORS

MENLO PARK

Built by O’'Brien Homes, a renowned
Peninsula builder, this stunning
5bd/3.5ba home proudly takes its

&l place on a large 16,000+/-sf lot in
| the Vintage Oaks neighborhood

(B 53,500,000

PORTOLA VALLEY

Spectacular views of the Bay Area
and San Francisco define this
spacious, contemporary home
located at the top of the Ladera
community in Portola Valley. 3200+/-
sf of living space on 1/3rd of an acre
with 3bd/3ba.

| $1,800,000

WOODSIDE

This 3bd/2.5ba home has a flowing
open floor plan with astounding
views to the natural surroundings
and ocean views from most rooms.
Sitting on 1.3+/- tree studded acres
it includes 2 detached spaces.

$1,555,000

apr.com | MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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This week’s news, features and community events.

No contest

11,500 square feet of retail and service space.

FIRST SHOT

Almanac photo by Veronica Weber

The old Safeway building in Menlo Park was no match for the machines brought in last week to take
it down. The supermarket was rebuilt at a different location on the site, at El Camino Real and Middle
Avenue, and reopened late last year. The old building is being cleared away to make room for about

“We were searching
fora commutty to fit our style.

We found the perfect place.”

George Tom

Exquistite Jewelry Design

Tom WING

888 SANTA CRUZ AVE.
MENLO PARK 650.326.0888

A legacy of excellence

Atherton

B Surprise revelation: Town charged too little,
not too much, for building fees. Page 9

B It’s official: council inks contract with city
manager Jerry Gruber. Page 8

Election ‘08

M If high school district bond measure passes,
citizen committee would watch over spending.
Page 5

B Voter information wrap-up. Page 16

honeys& |- ./

/

featuring the coolest gear
for babies girls & boys

ages newhorn - tween!

visit us online
www.honeysandheroes.com

Town & Country Village - 855 EL Camino Real
Palo Alto, CA 94301 - 650.326.1899

Menlo Park

B Councilman Cline seeks better system to
measure development impacts. Page 10

B Citizens’ committees on El Camino’s future,
city finances up and running. Page 11
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B Former Oak Knoll principal Marilyn Franklin

dies; celebration of life set for Feb. 9 at school. Page 7

B Lennie Roberts of Ladera is named
‘Conservationist of the Year.” Page 6

Schools

B Menlo Park City School District OKs new
school boundaries. Page 5

B Filing period opens for Portola Valley school
board election. Page 6

Crime

B Menlo Park man arrested in Atherton during
reported burglary-in-progress. Page 11
B Former Menlo recreation leader faces 20-plus
years in prison for molestations. Page 8
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On the cover

Only 22 months and $12 million later, Woodside
Elementary School students and staff are reveling
in their expanded campus, now blissfully free of
construction fencing and portable classrooms.
Photo by Veronica Weber. Story begins on Page 14.
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When excellence is the
expectation, Regal® is the
definitive choice.

Benjamin Moore

The Leader in Paint & Color™

EEmg‘.’r Paint & Wallpaper

717 Oak Grove Avenue (across from the Fire Station)
Menlo Park « 650-322-2238
1411 Woodside Road (next to Woodside Deli)
Redwood City * (650) 365-6222

Benjamin
Moore

Paints
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Lemon Chicken $~y99
A TOWN MARKET PLACE Fettuccine

3015 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

650-851-1511 7 ]umbo $ 99

Open 6:30AM - 8PM B R ’
Sale Dates: Jan 23, 24, 25, 26 eef Ravioli
With Pomodoro Sauce

www.robertsmarket.com

Snow Peas & Pinenuts

'3‘1;

| Regg:ano $ 1 6 , ‘:f:'q
PR PRODUCE ¥%/'® %Y B Parmesan 2 T
Sweet Save $1.00 Ib.
TEXAS JUICE ORANGES '
Conventional & RN R O O & O VK BV
BANANAS T '

Great for Sauce or Salads

ROMA TOMATOES
Ready To Eat, 16 oz.

BABY CELLO CARROTS

Probably no other white wine shows as many faces as Pinot Blanc. Much depends on

BIRGIT - DELI

where this grape is grown and how it is treated by winemakers. With this in mind,

Pinot Blanc varietals can be simple, light, and fruity (as are the Pinot Biancos of Italy’s SRy ¢ www WINE gww i ¢

northern region) or as complex and oaky as some of California's
biggest Chardonnays. In between these two extremes lie a wealth of CL
Pinot Blanc wines that are well worth exploring, Underlying flavors \ Q/ﬁ 2 [[}]Z e %
include melon, pear, apricot, and almond, while bouquets resonate %@
with butter, cream, and vanilla. Not only are Pinot Blancs meant
to be enjoyed right away, but they can be set aside for aging with a
reasonable expectation of success.

We are the best local source for high quality foods. We offer a
wide variety of foods from all over the world. We are your source —ggee® 1
for specialty foods, including Indian, Asian, European, and other o 2006 Alamos Bonarda. Mendoza Reg, $999....... $899

specialties. In addition, we at ROBERTS MARKET, carry a large
variety of wines both domestic and imported. Our wine department is the most extensive in 2006 _Alamos Malbec, Mendoza Reg. $999....... $899

the;1 area, f}lé)re than m(f>st liqu(()jr s;oies. If you find yotljr?elfdpressed for time visit our “heat 2005 Tomero Malbec, Mendoza Reg $1599..... $13.99

and eat 1t department for wonderfu gourmet prepared foods. 2005 Pasqual Toso Malbec Reserve, Mendoza Reg. $1799......$1599

HINT: Aside from France, Italy, and California, other countries known for their

Pinot Blanc include Germany, Austria, Uruguay, and Argentina. 2005 Cantena Malbec, Mendoza Reg. $1999......$1799
2004 Cicchitti Malbec Gran Reserve, Mendoza Reg. §2199..... $1899

2004 Vistalba Corte B, Mendoza Reg. §2399..... $2099

The wines of Argentina are enjoying a tremendous surge in quality, diversity, and
most importantly, demand. The red Malbec grape is the dominant varietal, producing
heroically proportioned wines, but Cabernet, Merlot and Syrah do very well, foo. Here
are a few wines to consider.

All prices are net and do not qualify for further discount.

CLOVER ORGANIC LOW FAT YOGURT 79C

8oz

N MEAT /SEAFOQD 57
— Special This Wee/e m‘ Roberts —

ARONBEAD ORCHAL TARKLNG STRWG WATR_ 89 | I auaskan Hauur %) $18.98
NABISCD CHIPS AHOY COOKIE $2.69 | N cucenorumeres N="_ $3.98 .
s Gyt 5199 | Jnew vork steak  #+59 $13.98
ARM & HAMNER SSENTALS 2X LAUNDRY DETERGENT 5.4 ) | Il BLACK JACK TRI TIP L SI1.N

AMY'S SINGLE SERVE CHEESE PIZZA 52 29

6 oz. — Also Spinach
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Local News

MENLO PARK ATHERTON WoopbsIiDE | PoRTOLA VALLEY

Singing valentines
If you want to serenade
your sweetie on Valentine’s

oy b ook || [)SEICE OKS new school boundaries

Peninsulaires, a local chapter

of the Barbershop Harmony B Spanish immersion Menlo Park City

Society. Two tunes from a program will be at Encinal
tuxedo-clad quartet bearing Bl Sdhoal ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

a red rose will set you back ) — Elementary
$65 if you order before Feb. By Andrea Gemmet Atherton Avenue

Almanac Staff Writer

7. The price goes up $10 for
last-minute Romeos.

“The recipients are almost esidents of Atherton’s Lin- 2
always surprised, and the denwood neighborhood E |
outcome is frequently were sorely dlsapp01nt§d g Encinal Avenue
speechlessness and misty Jan. 15 aft.er t_he Menlo Park City ” . o

alparaiso Avenue - .
eyes,” says Dave Kocharhook, Sghpol District board voted to 5 :
a‘member of the group. divide thg area between Laurel = 3 .

Deille ame omlhne and Encinal schools as part ddle Santa Crus A £ S
ThePeninsulaires.org or by of a district-wide redrawing of dntalirilzaavenile 5 z
calling 618-8600. elementary school boundaries. o o <

A projected increase in enroll- 2 } 3
. ment is triggering changes not Z b
Furry valentines only in thét’j gboufdariesgfor all Middle Avenue & ;

Seniors looking for the three schools, but also in the § Laurel
kind of companionship that composition of the district’s £ El urt
doesn’t leave the cap off two elementary schools east of Oak Knoll ementary
the toothpaste or monopo- El Camino Real. In the next few Elementary
lize dinner conversations, years, Encinal will add primary
take heart — the Peninsula grades until it becomes a kin- ATTENDANCE AREAS
Humane Society wants to dergarten through fifth grade
hook you up with a home- school, and the grades K-2 Laurel OAK KNOLL ELEMENTARY: K-5
less animal. school will add a third grade. ENCINAL ELEMENTARY: K,3-5 (LATER K-5)

Anyone 211;%6 55 and quw}}llO The boundary changes essen- LAUREL ELEMENTARY: K-2 (LATER K-3)
can pass the scrutiny ot the tially carve out a new attendance
shelter staff (hint: if they ask bouz,ldary for Encinal school ENCINAL/LAUREL COMBINED GRADES 4-5
you, “Pets or meat,” don’t say from areas that currently are in
meat) can take home little the Oak Knoll or Laurel districts. Big changes are in store for elementary school students in the Menlo Park City School District. New
Felix or Sparky for free. Currently, all Laurel students boundary lines divide Atherton’s Lindenwood neighborhood. Also, many incoming kindergarteners from the

PHS will waive the adop- graduate out of the school after ~current Laurel and Oak Knoll attendance areas will now head to Encinal school. All district students will still
tion fees through Feb. 28, second grade and attend Encinal attend Hillview Middle School for grades 6-8.
although they will ask for for grades 3-5.
proof of senior-ness. “Con- About 60 people packed the 3-2, with Ms. Thygesen and denwood residents. If Laurel composition of the school com-
sider it a compliment,” sug- school board’s meetingroomon  Jeff Child opposed, to create a  were still oversubscribed, Lin- munity if Lindenwood residents
gests PHS spokesman Scott Tuesday, Jan. 15, with a major-  fence-line boundary through denwood residents would be attended both schools in the
Delucchi. ity of people there to lobby for Lindenwood based on proximity first in line for involuntary primary grades.

Shelter officials say seniors a plan to keep all Lindenwood  to Laurel and Encinal schools. ~  transfers to Encinal. “I think we have to go with
make great pet owners, since children within the same atten- Ms. Thygesen proposed send- Superintendent Ken Ranella ~where we see the numbers work,”
they usually have plenty of dance boundary. After debat- ingall of Lindenwood to Laurel ~was unenthusiastic about the said board member Laura Rich,
time to lavish on a pet and ing a complicated compromise school, and if too many children  idea, and board members Bruce
are less likely to give up plan offered by board member enrolled, soliciting voluntary Ives and Deborah Fitz said it See BOUNDARIES, page 8
an animal in order to, say, Terry Thygesen, theboard voted  transfers to Encinal from Lin- would be better for the overall

relocate to Austin for a big
job promotion.
The furry little freeloaders

et nine e | [ takes a village to spend school bond-measure funds

PHS-SPCA.org and on the

zgegg éfggy(f)zrscorded mes- By David Boyce districts can make in exchange X used funds from an $88 million
8 ’ Almanac Staff Witer for lowering the legal threshold ELECTION bond measure passed in 2001.

What’s your name, hahy? If voters approve Measure ] on for voter approval — from a two-  C R 9= 8 Among the committee members

Feb. 5, thereby giving the high thirds majority to 55 percent — for then: a certified public accountant,

That trend-setter Jane passage of a bond measure. an attorney, an engineer, a facili-

school district some $165 mil- improvements throughout the

Austen is slipping a bit. lion to further improve its cam- The major priorities for Mea-  gicirict, district officials say. ties manager, a restaurant owner,
Emma was only the sixth puses and construct a new one,a  SUI J include $25 million to $30 Some of the funding might also @ Management consultant and a
most popular name for community group will be check-  Mmillion to build a stand-alone o4 5 complete construction of ~general contractor.

baby girls in San Mateo ing to see that the spending fits Career technical education center  {ho new performing arts center Another committee was formed
County in 2007, according within a list of intended projects, ~ and renovate existing technology- ¢ Menlo-Atherton High School, 1n2005to track spending for a $70
to county Assessor War- That group will be a com- oriented classrooms on the cam- originally estimated in 2005 at $17 million bond measure passed in
ren Slocum. Sophia, hands mittee of volunteers who live in  Puses; a 10-year, $10 million fund | iflion and recently revised to 2004. Some of the members of the
down, is the most popular the Sequoia Union High School t© regularly upgrade the district’s ¢35 5 yjllion. first committee stayed on.

baby name. For boys, Dan- District and who will likely meet ~technology assets; a new 400-  p,g oversight committees have The district will be seeking more
iel took the top spot. about five times a year to repre- Student high school in East Palo  1,cked the construction of a new  volunteers if Measure J passes.

sent the taxpaying public. The Alto at a cost of $14 million to  theater at Woodside High and a See MEASURE J 8
oversight is a tradeoff that school ~$17 million; and energy efficiency  pey; gym at M-A, both of which *  pose
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NEWS

Filing period opens for Portola Valley school board election

B Ballots in all-mail election must be cast by May 6.

By Marjorie Mader

Almanac Staff Writer

andidates who want to
< run in the Portola Valley

School District’s special
election can file now through
Friday, Feb. 8, to fill the vacancy
on the district’s five-member
governing board.

All registered voters in the
district are eligible to run for the
board seat.

This is a vote-by-mail election
— the first “all mail” election
held in the school district. There
will be no voting at the polls.
Ballots will be mailed to all reg-
istered voters in the district in

early April. The deadline to sub-
mit them to the county elections
office is 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 6.

School board trustees vot-
ed unanimously last month to
call a special election after it
deadlocked 2-2 on making an
appointment to fill the remain-
ing term of board member Don-
na Carano, who resigned Oct 17.
The term ends in early December
2009. The person elected would
join the board in late May after
the votes are certified.

The four school board trustees
could not muster the necessary
three votes to appoint either
applicant for the vacancy: Brad

Turner, who came in third in an
election for two board seats in
November; and Karen Jordan,
a former board member who
decided against running for a
four-year second term but applied
for the two-year appointment.

Ms. Jordan explained that she
didn’t run for the four-year term,
but did apply for the two-year
term, because she believes board
members should have children in
the district, and her children will
graduate in June 2009.

In a letter to the Portola Valley
school community, the board
said this about its failure to
appoint a board member:

“While we had two excellent
candidates who could serve the
board very ably, during the

course of our deliberations it
became clear that members of
the community and of the board
held strong opinions and that
they were applying different cri-
teria in assessing the strengths of
the two candidates.

“We on the board all agree that
in most decisions facing us, we
would willingly make a difficult
and potentially unpopular deci-
sion, if we were convinced it was
the right decision. In this par-
ticular case, however, we had a
difference of opinion about who
would be the better appointee,
and we had feedback from the
community expressing strong
and differing views.

“Given such differences of opin-
ion and lack of agreement, we

believe it’s best for the community
to participate in the selection.”

The estimated cost of the elec-
tion, to be run by the county, is
$10,000.

Prospective candidates may
make an appointment or obtain
information by calling Lupe
Sanchez, candidate filing officer,
at 321-5293. Voters may call the
San Mateo County Registration-
Elections Division at 312-5222 or
go to www.shapethefuture.org
for more information

Superintendent Anne Campbell
and the four board members —
Ray Villareal, Don Collat, and
recently elected trustees Judy Men-
delsohn and Steve Humphreys —
said they are willing to talk with
prospective candidates. B

Housing fund helps recruit teachers, staff

By Marjorie Mader

Almanac Staff Writer

en a new teacher con-
siders taking ajob in the
Portola Valley School

District, a big incentive is the
availability of zero-interest loans
for rent-related expenses and help
with down payments.

Launched by Portola Valley’s
Bill and Jean Lane six years ago,
this unique housing assistance
program has helped almost 40
percent of the district’s staff — 35
employees.

Twelve have obtained rent-relat-
ed loans and 23 have received loans
for down payments — a total of
$272,200 in loans to teachers and

staff through 2007. Funds now
available for loans are $12,537.

“There have been no defaults
to date,” said Tim Hanretty, the
district’s assistant superintendent.
“All loan payments are made in a
timely manner through monthly
payroll deductions.”

The Bill and Jean Lane Housing
Assistance Fund is doing exactly
what its founders intended when
they started the program with an
initial gift of $100,000, and a later
contribution of $100,000.

“We all know that the real
and lasting quality of our school
district in the lives of our chil-
dren rests with the quality of the
teachers,” said Mr. Lane. “Jean
and I have longbelieved that a top-

KITCHENS

BY

DESIGN

“We gutted our kitchen and put it in Dan’s capable hands!
What a gorgeous showpiece we now have! Dan was able
to utilize our space; he showed us a better flow than the
old we previously had and Dan had innovative ideas that

make us love our “Architectural Digest” quality kitchen.

Our cabinets are beautifully made and everyone who sees
our kitchen is in awe at the transformation. It pays to use a
professional - and Dan is the consummate professional.”

Cherie Colon

Ready to be One of Our
Next Happy Clients?
Call Us Today!
650.325.2060

www.DanenbergDesigns.com
1155 Crane Street, Menlo Park
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flight public education system goes
hand-in-glove with the priorities
that were the leading forces that
were heavily supported by voters
to incorporate the town in 1964.”

Superintendent Anne Campbell
said the program has contributed
significantly to teacher and staff
recruitment and retention.

Many new teachers have used
assistance for security deposits and
first- and last-month rent; others
have received funds for a down
payment on a home.

Employees are able to access up
to $10,000 for rent-related expens-
es, including moving expenses,
and $20,000 for down payments.
The loans are repaid by employees
over 24 to 48 months.

For more information, call
Superintendent Campbell or Assis-
tant Superintendent Hanretty at
the district office, 851-1777.

New commissioner
may be chosen

The vacancy on the Portola Val-
ley Planning Commission may
be filled Thursday after the Town
Council interviews the candidates
and votes on an appointment.

The council meets at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 24, in the Historic
Schoolhouse at 765 Portola Road.

The six candidates, in order of
their interview appearance, are resi-
dents Ron Walter, Denise Gilbert,
Clay Baker, Karin Wick, Stefan
Unnasch and Craig Buchsbaum.

On Monday, Jan. 28, the Archi-
tectural & Site Control Commis-
sion meets at 8 p.m. to review the
remodeling and improvements
planned for the Roberts market
near the corner of Portola and
Alpine roads. While it will not be
a public hearing, audience com-
ments, either written or verbal,
are invited.

Longtime environmental
activist Lennie Roberts of Lad-
era was honored by the John
Muir Association as its 30th
annual Conservationist of the
Year at a dinner Sunday at the
Campbell Theater in Martinez,
where John Muir’s home is now
a National Historic Site.

Ms. Roberts was honored for
almost 30 years as legislative
advocate for the Committee for
Green Foothills for San Mateo
County, where she has pressed
the Board of Supervisors, local
cities, and other government
agencies to preserve the coun-
ty’s hills, mountains, forests,
farms and coast.

Corinna Marshall, acting
executive director of the Com-
mittee for Green Foothills,
wrote that Ms. Roberts’ efforts
have “led to the development
of sound, proactive land use
policies, won countless battles
to preserve precious coastal
resources, led several historic
countywide initiatives despite
fierce opposition, and taught

Lennie Roberts is named
‘Conservationist of the Year’

Lennie Roberts was honored
for almost 30 years as
legislative advocate for the
Committee for Green Foothills
for San Mateo County

countless citizens to be effec-
tive advocates for their local
environments.”

Ms. Roberts was honored
along with Bank of America,
the Greeninfo Network of San
Francisco, and the Environ-
mental Studies Academy.

Salt ponds: workshop on Cargill plans

The public is invited to help
plan the future development
of the 1,433 acres of salt ponds
between Bayfront Park in Menlo
Park and Seaport Boulevard in
Redwood City at a second com-
munity planning workshop on
Wednesday, Jan. 23, from 5:30
to 9 p.m., at the American Legion
Hall, 651 El Camino Real in Red-
wood City.

The workshop is part of a two-
year outreach process to involve
the Redwood City community

in planning future uses for the
expanse of former salt ponds
owned by Cargill Salt.

DMB Associates is seeking
support from Redwood City
residents for a mixture of uses
ranging from housing and com-
mercial development to parks,
recreation and habitat restora-
tion for almost two square miles
of Bayfront.

Anyone interested in attending
may call 366-0500, or sign up
online at rcsaltworks.com.
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Remembering Marilyn Franklin

A celebration of Menlo Park educator’s life will be held at Oak Knoll School

By Marjorie Mader

Almanac Staff Writer

arilyn Jensen Franklin,
who devoted her entire
40-year career in edu-

cation to the Menlo Park City
School District, will be remem-
bered at a celebration of her life
on Saturday, Feb . 9, at Oak Knoll
School.

The tribute to Ms. Franklin
will start at 2 p.m. in the multi-
purpose room at Oak Knoll
School, 1895 Oak Knoll Lane in
Menlo Park, where she served
as principal from 1986 to her
retirement in 2002. The family
requested that the celebration be
held at the school.

After a short bout with ovar-
ian cancer, Ms. Franklin died
Jan. 14 at her home in Sacra-
mento with her family at her
side. She was 68.

Word of her death traveled
quickly throughout the district
last week via e-mails, phone
trees, and a message to district
families and staff from Super-
intendent Ken Ranella.

“We have lost a special friend,”
said Marianne Walters, who
called it an “end of an era.” She
knew Ms. Franklin as a par-
ent, teacher, colleague, and as
assistant principal at Oak Knoll
School working alongside her
for six years from 1996 to 2002.

Ms. Franklin started her
career in the Menlo Park district
as a student teacher at Hillview
School in 1961. After graduat-
ing from Stanford University
and earning a master’s degree
in education there in 1962, she
was hired by the district to teach
fifth grade at Hillview.

She coordinated fourth- and
fifth-grade programs and served
as a counselor for special educa-
tion students.

“Marilyn was a successful and
admirable educator,” said Mar-
tha Symonds, a former district
superintendent who tapped Ms.
Franklin to take her former posi-
tion as the district’s curriculum
director when the district office
was located at Hillview School.

“She was a mentor to me even
though she was younger than
I was,” said Nick Colasanti, a
teacher and later vice principal
at Hillview. “Marilyn knew
children well from A-Z and also
knew how to work with parents.
She was a true friend.”

In the fall of 1985, Superin-
tendent Symonds appointed Ms.
Franklin interim principal at
Oak Knoll after the unexpected
death of Principal Ennio Cioli.

“Marilyn came to Oak Knoll
at a very challenging time,”

H OBITUARY

Marilyn FrnIin “knew children
well from A-Z and also knew how
to work with parents,” says Nick

Colasanti, a teacher and later vice
principal at Hillview.

said Ms. Symonds. The district
was going through a transition
after the annexation of the Wil-
lows area. The vast majority of
children from the Willows area
went to Oak Knoll, she said.

“Marilyn was a successful
principal from day one,” said
Ms. Symonds. “There was no
question she was very well quali-
fied. Teachers respected her
knowledge of child development
and curriculum.”

‘She was incredibly
knowledgeable about
children’s different
temperaments and was an
enormous help to parents
as they sought to better
understand their child’

JAN MACKENZIE,
SPEECH THERAPIST AT OAK KNOLL

Over the next year, it became
clear the parents really admired
and respected Ms. Franklin,
said Ms. Symonds. She knew
the name of every child in the
school.

The school board approved
Ms. Symonds’ recommendation
that Ms. Franklin be appointed
as Oak Knoll’s permanent prin-
cipal in 1986.

“Marilyn saw the ‘whole
child,” said Jan Mackenzie,
speech therapist at Oak Knoll
who worked with Ms. Franklin
during her entire time at the
elementary school. “She was
incredibly knowledgeable about

children’s different tempera-
ments and was an enormous
help to parents as they sought to
better understand their child.”

Judy Rogers Bianchi, district
superintendent from 1989 to
1992, said Ms. Franklin was a
“unique individual,” adding: “She
prided herself on being a noncon-
formist. She always was a dedi-
cated teacher and administrator
who cared about the kids.”

In an interview before she
retired in June 2002, Ms. Frank-
lin said: “I never intended to
stay so long at Oak Knoll, but I
kept meeting new kindergart-
ners.” She had planned to return
to work in curriculum for the
district as soon as she got Oak
Knoll on an even keel.

“Seeing the fresh faces of the
kindergartners was always what
brought her back,” said her son
Chaz Franklin. “This was the
education she treasured most
— helping shape the young into
efficient and proficient learners.”

Ms. Franklin moved to the
Sacramento area after her retire-
ment to be closer to her two
children, Chaz Franklin and
Barbara Reyes, and four grand-
sons, Charlie and Louis Frank-
lin and Robert Contreras Reyes
and Mark Reyes.

She also is survived by her
brothers, Bill Jensen, Chuck
Jensen and John Jensen, and a
sister, Karen Orr.

In her spare time, Ms. Frank-
lin would read, garden, help
raise her grandchildren, solve
puzzles and be an advocate for
less fortunate students in the
school district she lived near.

Ms. Franklin will continue
to touch the lives of children
and adults through the chil-
dren’s book she and her son
co-authored and that will soon
be published. Proceeds from the
book, entitled “Oh Look! Not
Again! Your Shoe is Untied,” will
go to a scholarship fund to be
established in her honor, said her
son. Details will be announced at
the service in her honor.

Friends of Ms. Franklin may
share comments, memories and
stories on the blog: http://mari-
lynfranklin.blog.com/.

For more information, call
Barbara Snow at Oak Knoll
School, 854-4433, ext. 4000. &

.IOll:l THE CONVERSATION ,
AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com

REAL ESTATE

Q&A

by Monica Corman

i af

Why Basements Are Important | ¥

| 2N

Q: Do you think it is important
to include a basement when
building a new home?

A: I think basements can be
a very important part of a
house, particularly if the lot size
is modest. Building guidelines
require that basements have large
light wells for light and air as well
as ingress and egress if they are to
qualify as living space. But except
for these light wells, basements
are more or less unseen from the
outside and have little impact on
your neighbors. Basements can
provide recreational space for play

areas, TV watching and home
gyms, as well as much needed
storage. This additional space
adds real value to the structure.
Some towns try to restrict
the size of basements but these
proposals are usually met with
objections from many in the
community who feel restrictions
are unnecessary. As long as the
basement is well constructed to
ensure that it will stay dry and be
structurally sound, there should be
no public danger from a building
standpoint. If you are building
a new home and can afford to
include a basement, you should
seriously consider doing so.

For answers to any questions you
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or

may have on real estate, you may
call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.

T also offer a free market analysis of your property.

Presented by
Mark Schmidt

Licensed Optician

CAN PLAYING VIDEO
GAMES IMPROVE VISION?

Parents and children alike may be interested to
know that there might well be an upside to playing
video games. According to researchers from the
University of Rochester, playing action video games
for a few hours a day over a period of one month
improved game-players’ vision by about 20 percent.
Researchers arrived at this finding by giving test
subjects an eye test similar to the one used in eye
clinics. Half the group then played action video

games for an hour daily while the other half played
less visually complex video games for the same
amount of time. After everyone’s vision was tested
a month later, those who played action video games
tested better on eye tests.

Your child’s vision is priceless. If your child needs
visual correction bring their eyewear prescription to
Menlo Optical at 1166 University Drive, on the corner
of Oak Grove Avenue and University Drive. When we
fill prescriptions, we consider the child’s school life,
sports life and hobbies. You will find our prices to be
most competitive to others in our community while
at the same time finding our services to be excellent.
If you have not been to see us yet, we invite you to stop
by and see the many varieties of eyewear available.

P.S. One probable reason why action video games
provides a boost to vision concerns the way the games
help the brain process visual information.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.
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NAL SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds

ce, creativity and

academic excellence.

¥ Lower School - Grades K - 5

@ Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

¥ Individualized, self-directed program
¥ Rich international and cultural studies
« Proven, Montessori approach

4 State-of-the-art facility

@ Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131
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Former MP recreation leader
faces 20-plus years in prison

More than 20 years in state
prison are ahead for Tyrone
Darnell Williams, a former
recreation leader for the city of
Menlo Park who pleaded “no
contest” to charges of sexu-
ally molesting his young female
cousins when he shared a Menlo
Park house with them and their
grandmother in the 1990s.

In a plea bargain that guar-
anteed no more than 26 years
in prison, Mr. Williams, 29, did
not contest 10 counts of lewd
behavior, including substantial
sexual conduct, with a child
under the age of 14, said Chief
Deputy District Attorney Steve
Wagstaffe.

The plea bargain avoided the
possibility of a life sentence if
the case had gone to trial, Mr.
Wagstaffe said. Mr. Williams
will have to serve at least 85

percent (about
22 years) of his
sentence before
he is eligible
' | for parole, Mr.
| Wagstaffe said.

The sentencing
hearing before
Judge Clifford
Cretan is sched-
uled for 8:45
a.m. on Feb. 6 in
San Mateo County Superior Court.
Mr. Williams remains in custody
on a bail of $1 million.

Mr. Williams once worked at
the Onetta Harris Community
Center in the Belle Haven neigh-
borhood of Menlo Park, but none
of the crimes he was accused of
occurred in the context of his
work at the community center,
said Deputy District Attorney
Melissa McKowan.

Tyrone Darnell
Williams

MEASURE J

continued from page 5

There are signs of burn-out among
some of the original committee
members, says Sequoia district
Superintendent Pat Gemma.

If Measure J passes, the Sequoia
district’s agents would sell the
bonds in stages and the proceeds
would be banked. Ed LaVigne, the
district’s chief financial officer,
would then present proposals for
spending the money to the citi-
zens’ oversight committee.

What can and cannot be done
with the money is governed by
the project list included in the
ballot language. The list’s lan-
guage is occasionally ambiguous
to allow flexibility in coping with
unforeseen factors such as rising
construction or material costs,
Mr. LaVigne said.

According to the “prevailing
legal view,” the district is not obli-
gated to complete or even begin
everything on the list, but it cannot
spend bond money on anything
that is not on the list, he said.

The 58-item list for Measure
J includes many specific pro-
posals. Menlo-Atherton High
School’s items, for example,
include a project to “renovate/
reconstruct and upgrade Pride
Hall.” At Woodside High, the
district would like to “renovate
and repair parking lots.”

There are also general items
open to interpretation, such as:
“Furnishing and equipping of
classrooms and other facilities,
including school-site maintenance
equipment, copy machines and
school office equipment. O”

Judgment calls on such items
would be up to the oversight com-
mittee. The committees for earlier
bonds usually found Mr. LaVigne’s
proposals in keeping with the lists,
he said in an e-mail.

It did reject a proposal to spend
$3,500 on a postal meter. “I
thought (it) fit a general ‘school
equipment’ descriptor and the
committee felt it was a stretch,” he
says. “They asked me to move it
outand I did.”

For more information on the
citizens” oversight committee, go
to the Sequoia district Web site at
www.seq.org, click on the “Site
Map” link, then page down to
“Business with the District.”

It’s official: Atherton inks contract
with city manager Jerry Gruber

B Perks include a rent-free home in Holbrook-Palmer Park.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

0, what does it take to lure
Sa new city manager to

come work for the town of
Atherton?

In the case of Jerry Gruber, who’s
been on the job since Monday,
Jan. 14, the Atherton City Council
offered a $145,000 annual sal-
ary, a $400 monthly car allowance
and up to $20,000 in relocation
expenses.

The council voted unanimous-
ly to approve the contract with
Mr. Gruber at the end of its Jan.
16 meeting, sometime around
midnight, said City Attorney
Marc Hynes. The contract was
dated retroactively, as Mr. Gru-
ber had already been on the job

for three days.

Mr. Gruber is the former gen-
eral manager of the Department
of Water and Power for the city of
Big Bear Lake in San Bernardino
County. He is married with two
grown daughters, and hasa master’s
degree in public administration.
His wife Melanie, a school teacher,
plans to move to Athertonin July to
join him, Mr. Gruber said.

In addition to the salary, plus
medical and pension benefits,
Mr. Gruber’s contract includes
a requirement that he live in the
town-owned home at Holbrook-
Palmer Park. Besides providing the
house rent-free, the town is also
providing a $200,000 remodeling
allowance for mutually agreeable
renovations to the house.

A clause in the
contract states
that, if the coun-
cil changes his
job description
so that he no
longer has to
live in the town-
owned home,
Mr. Gruber can
borrow $400,000 from the town
for the purchase of a home within
a one-hour drive of Atherton.

The contract also specifies that
Mr. Gruber “will devote his full
time to his duties and agrees that he
will not, so long as he is employed
by the town, take any employment
that will interfere or be inconsistent
with the performance of his duties
as city manager.” B

Jerry Gruber

BOUNDARIES

continued from page 5

the swing vote in favor of the
divided Lindenwood plan.

Lindenwood residents, wearing
“Keep Lindenwood Together!”
stickers, were visibly -- and audi-
bly -- upset by the decision.
A “Recall Laura Rich” sticker
appeared on the district office
door after the meeting.

The board also voted to house

the district’s new Spanish immer-
sion program at Encinal school,
to grandfather current students
and their concurrently enrolled
siblings at Oak Knoll, and to
allow residents in Menlo Park’s
Kenwood-Morey tract to remain
at Oak Knoll.

Board members also disap-
pointed a handful of North
Fair Oaks residents, who had
heard rumors that the Menlo
Park school district was suffer-

ing from a lack of students and
was looking to expand into their
neighborhood, which is served by
the Redwood City school district.
In fact, the Menlo Park district is
expecting a surge in enrollment,
and is only changing elementary
school attendance boundaries for
residents within the district.

Kindergarten enrollment
opens on Feb. 1. For informa-
tion, go to www.mpcsd.org and
click on “Schools.” B

‘Big damn hole’

That’s how one resident of Los Trancos Woods described the construction work going on last week on Los Trancos Road at its intersection
with Ramona Road. Workers are installing sewer lines to replace failing septic systems in the former summer home community.

sl

Almanac photo by Veronica Weber
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Unpleasant taste to tap water
reported, but no answers yet

The Almanac has received several reports
of unpleasant changes to the smell and taste
of local tap water over the last few days,
including posts to TheAlmanacOnline.com.

Residents reported water that tastes metal-
lic, has an odor of chlorine, and is “harder”
than usual — indicated by it being more dif-
ficult to get soap to make suds.

A dispatcher from the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission, which oversees water
supplies to the Peninsula, told the Almanac
on Monday, Jan. 21, that he has seen no
reports of activities or incidents that would

insula water.

result in changes to the odor or taste of Pen-

Local tap water has been cloudy recently —
the result of air bubbles in water drawn from
local reservoirs — and is likely to remain
cloudy into February while maintenance is
done on the Hetch-Hetchy distribution sys-
tem, according to the SFPUC Web site.

The offices of the SFPUC and the Califor-
nia Water Service Co. were closed for the
Martin Luther King holiday on Monday.

For more information, call the SFPUC dur-
ing normal business hours at 415-554-3289.

Residents upset by historic artifacts law

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

e fate of Randy and Lisa
Tﬁamb’s urns is still up in the
air, as is the law that is pre-
venting the Atherton couple from
moving historic containers out of
the Lindenwood neighborhood to
their new home on Park Lane.
Atherton residents packed the
council chambers on Jan. 16 to give
the City Council an earful about
the town’s historic artifact preserva-
tion ordinance, and ended up being
enlisted to come up with a compro-
mise to soften the regulations while
protecting historic objects.
Atherton, unlike many other
communities, doesn’t have rules
in place to protect historic build-
ings. However, the council in 2006
enacted preservation rules for his-
toric artifacts — specifically, the

Town charged too little, not too much,

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

and as it turns out, it was.

In September, Atherton’s
city attorney said that some resi-
dents were likely due money back,
the result of accidental overcharges
on building permit fees.

A mix-up in the fee tables for
construction projects valued at $1
million or moreled town officials to
believe that some property owners
had paid too much in plan check
and permit fees.

Now, City Attorney Marc Hynes
said that, yes, there was a mix-up in
the permit fee tables, but it resulted
in some projects’ being under-
charged, not overcharged.

At the City Council’s Jan. 16
meeting, Mr. Hynes said the town
is owed a little over $28,000 from
under-collected fees charged from
October 2006 to October 2007. It

It sounded too good to be true,

H ATHERTON

urns, streetlights, statues and other
remnants of the former Flood estate
that dot the Lindenwood subdivi-
sion.

Under the ordinance, property
owners need the town’s permis-
sion to remove, demolish or alter
historic artifacts, permission that
the Lambs sought, and were denied,
when they sold their home. They
sued the town, and in July, a San
Mateo County Superior Court
judge ruled that the town needed to
revise the ordinance and reconsider
the Lambs’ request.

Mr. Lamb said more than 220
people responded to an online peti-
tion he and his wife posted on a new
Web site about the issue.

“I think 220 responses is a good
indicator that this is a bad ordi-

has to do with a fine distinction
between the fee tables for the
California Building Code and
the Uniform Building Code. It
turns out the wrong fee table was
used during the tenure of interim
building official Mike Cully. Mr.
Cully suspected that the town
was overcharging on projects
worth $1 million or more, but it
turns out that the opposite was
true.

“The end result is that there
wasn’t the problem that Mr. Cully
perceived,” Mr. Hynes told the City
Council.

Councilman Charles Marsala
spent several months hot on the
trail of suspected overcharges once
he learned of the issue from Mr.
Cully. After pressing then-finance
director John Johns for an answer
about overcharges, Mr. Marsala
filed numerous state Public Records
Act requests to try to document it.

“Had I not brought to the atten-

nance,” Mr. Lamb told the coun-
al.

Many people at the meeting
said they support the preservation
of the town’s history, but not at
the expense of a property owner’s
rights. After some residents chas-
tised the council for ignoring the
wishes of their constituents, a
majority of council members enlist-
ed the residents to come to a March
meeting with an outside facilitator
to drafta compromise ordinance to
replace the existing law.

The council also asked town staff
to investigate putting the issue to
an advisory vote in June, when a
special election will be held to fill
an open seat on the council.

In the meantime, the ordinance
will remain on the books.

“What you want is very clear

See URNS, page 21

for building fees

tion of the council the error in the
permit fees over $1 million, then
we would have continued to under-
charge — thus the town would be
losing money,” Mr. Marsala said
after the Jan. 16 meeting.

Because the town is in the midst
of transitioning to a new permit-
tracking software system in the
building department, more infor-
mation will be available in March,
Mr. Hynes said. Still left to be
decided is whether the town will
send builders a bill for the remain-
der of the permit fees.

Not surprisingly, Atherton
builders were not wildly enthusi-
astic about the prospect of having
to pay the town more money.

“I’d propose that you just bury
this thing,” Jeff Wise, a resident
and builder, told the council, say-
ing that the building department’s
time would be better spent pro-
cessing a recent surge in applica-
tions for building projects. &

UMoodside Deli

Ttalian Delicacies

Gourmet Italian Foods

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm © Sun 8am-4pm
(650) 369-4235

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Colombus Artesan
Collection

Finocchiona
Made with fennel

$2 99
Ib.

Exp. 2/5/08

Pecorino
Romano

Grated or by the piece

Roomkaas
Soft Gouda

1453 Woodside Road, Redwood City (Next to Gray's Paint)

333333333
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE

INVITES APPLICATIONS
FOR COMMITTEES

BICYCLE COMMITTEE

Meets third Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for two-year term.
The Committee advises and recommends to the Town Council on the
policies for planning, developing, maintaining, and usage of Town's
bikeways system.

CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

COMMITTEE

Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; appointed for two-year term.
The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Planning Commission,
and staff on conservation, open space, noise, public services and facilities
as pertaining to the elements of the Town's General Plan.

LIVESTOCK AND ANIMAL CONTROL COMMITTEE

Meets fourth Wednesday of each month; 5:30 p.m.;

appointed for two-year term.
The Committee advises the Planning Director on applications for
commercial stable permits, dog kennel permits, and exception
requests to the private stable regulations.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

Meets fourth Thursday of each month, 5:00 p,m.; appointed for two-year term.
The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Planning
Commission and staff in implementing the policies and goals
of the Open Space and Conservation elements of the General
Plan, specifically with respect to acquisition and maintenance of
conservation easements and open space preservation.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

Meets on call of Chair; appointed for two-year term.
The Committee advises the Town Council and staff on issues of
community public safety, including police and fire services provided
within the Town.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

Meets first Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for three-year term.
The Committee guides the activities of the community recreation
programs.

TRAILS COMMITTEE

Meets second Thursday of each month, 3:00 p.m.;

appointed for two-year term.
The Committee reviews land divisions, subdivisions and conditional
use permits for locations for equestrian, pedestrian and bicycle
trails and makes recommendations to the staff and to the Planning
Commission,

WOODSIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE

Meets first Thursday of each month, 9:30 a.m.; appointed for two-year term.
The Committee advises the Town Council and staff regarding actions,
policies and plans relating to historic preservation.

Committees are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory
capacity to the Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and applications
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1:00-5:00 p.m. at
Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, or telephone (650) 851-6790, or
through the Town's web site at www.woodsidetown.org. Deadline for
applications is Friday, January 25, 2008, 5:00 P.M.

Published in THE COUNTRY ALMANAC on January 2, 9, 16, 23, 2008.
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Overcoming one of the nation's most daunting
opportunity gaps—here in Silicon Valley-are young
people like these of the Boys & Girls Clubs of the
Peninsula, graduating from high school, getting
into college, finding good careers...transcending
statistics in their neighborhoods where high-school
drop-out rates approach 70%. Sharing the victory
are club mentors and volunteers who nurtured
mind and spirit, dfld who expected the best of
them-,"é%er sincegiiey were kids.

L1

Help us close The Gap.
Call 650-646-6128 or see our
website: www.bgcp.org.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
OF THE PENINSULA

200¥%

Visit! Donate! Volunteer!

This message made possible by Carney Global Ventures
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Seeking public benefits
from private developments

B Councilman seeks
better system to measure
development impacts.

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

accommodating developers

through changes or exceptions
to the city’s zoning restrictions,
City Councilman Richard Cline
wants the city to make sure it’s
getting all the public benefits it can
in return.

At the prompting of Mr. Cline,
City Council members agreed
on Jan. 15 to take on the issue of
“public benefit” when it comes to
development projects that have
major impacts on the city.

The council agreed to hold a
study session on the issue later
this year.

Mr. Cline said he wants the city
to come up with a system that
weighs the negative impacts of a
development project on the city
— such as from traffic, parking
and construction — and requires
developers to compensate the
city in one way or another for
those impacts.

“Pm not sure what that ben-
efit is,” he said in an interview. “It
could be funds that could be put
toward city services, it could be
playing fields. That will be up to
residents to decide.”

In a memo to the council, Mr.
Cline said: “As it stands now, each
project that triggers a public ben-
efit debate has to wade through
(uncharted) waters because Men-

If Menlo Park is going to keep

E MENLO PARK

lo Park lacks a consistent mecha-
nism or methodology from which
to negotiate. It is a case-by-case
basis which is often proved inef-
fective.”

Mr. Cline and others have point-
ed to the past council’s approval
of the Derry condo-commercial
project as an example of not get-
ting enough public benefit.

In early 2006, a former council
approved the 135-condo project,
allowing the developer to build
a project much higher, and with
drastically more units per acre
than the current zoning allowed.
Supporters argued the project
would revive the downtown area,
but opponents said the city should
have gotten more out of the deal
for granting exceptions to the
city’s zoning rules.

Opponents launched a success-
ful signature drive against the
project, and have since negotiated
a slightly smaller project that is
still under city review.

Mr. Cline said without a system
that ensures and measures public
benefit from a major project,
conflicts similar to that which
surrounded the Derry project will
keep happening.

“We have to geta system in place
that lets residents weigh in early in
the planning process, and lets staff
know whether or not the city is
getting enough out of a deal,” Mr.
Cline told the Almanac several
weeks before sending his memo to
the council. B

MP council has big agenda Jan. 29

The Menlo Park City Council
will not meet Tuesday, Jan. 22,
but will deal with a number of
important matters the following
Tuesday.

At 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 29,
the council will hold a special joint
meeting with the El Camino Real
downtown visioning committee
at the Menlo Park Library.

Then, at 7 p.m. at the Menlo
Park City Council chambers, the
council will hold a joint study
session with the Atherton Town
Council to discuss grade separa-
tions — building underpasses
or overpasses where train tracks
cross roads to separate the rail
grade from the road grade.

That session will be followed by
astudy session on municipal water,
also at the council chambers.

Drop-off waste

Menlo Park, Atherton, Wood-
side and Portola Valley residents
can drop off hazardous waste,
including batteries, motor oil
and paint thinners at a Menlo
Park location on Feb. 9. To make
an appointment, and to learn the
exact location, go to SMHealth.
org/hhw, or call 363-4718.

THE ALMANAC ONLINE DELIVERS 24/7.

TheAlmanacOnline.com
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New citizen panels up and running

B They’ll focus on city finances and El Camino’s future.

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

input on important city deci-

sions, the Menlo Park City
Council has appointed people to
a pair of new committees that will
advise the council on two hot-
button issues: revamping proper-
ties along El Camino Real, and
improving transparency of the
city’s finances.

In the spirit of getting more

El Camino

On Jan. 15, council members
finished up the appointments to
the El Camino Real/Downtown
Visioning Process Oversight and
Outreach Committee—a group of
city commissioners, business own-
ers and residents that will advise
the council in efforts to revamp the
city’s main thoroughfare.

In coming months, the commit-
tee is scheduled to take walking
tours of El Camino Real, hold
public workshops, and help city
staff craft a plan for properties
along the “King’s Highway.”

The council appointed nine
people to the 18-person com-
mittee: 1300 El Camino Real

H MENLO PARK

developer Jeff Warmoth; Tom
Hilligoss, Todd Temple and Eliza-
beth Weiss to represent neighbors
who live within 1,000 feet of El
Camino Real and downtown; plus
Planning Commissioner Vince
Bressler, Kepler’s owner Clark
Kepler, and residents Ben Firef,
Katie Ferrick and Michael Gullard
as at-large members.

The other nine representatives
include Stanford spokesman Steve
Elliot, two downtown business
owners appointed by the Chamber
of Commerce, and six city commis-
sioners appointed by their peers.

For a full list of the committee
members, and a list of scheduled
meetings and events, go to Men-
loPark.org, and under “Items of
Interest” click on “El Camino
Real Visioning.”

Finance committee

Menlo Park residents Jeff Child,
Honor Huntington and Stu Sof-
fer have been appointed to Menlo
Park’s new Finance/Audit Com-
mittee, an advisory board formed
to help improve the public under-
standing of, and access to, city

Say

“Buh-Bye”

With Dinan’s new software and
sweet-sounding exhaust installed on | 4
your 335i/xi or 535i/xi, feel what your
BMW was really meant to be:

e 392 hp @ 5500rpm
| 429 ft/lb torque @3700 rpm

All with a four-year 50,000-mile
powertrain warranty.

__ If software is to installed, vehicle is requlred to
“ have either a BMW-factory or Dinan oil cooler.

=

financial information.

The council appointed the three
residents at its Jan. 8 meeting. Ms.
Huntington, a retired CFO, and
Mr. Child, a Menlo Park City
School District board member,
were appointed unanimously. Mr.
Soffer, a former planning com-
missioner, was appointed with
support from four council mem-
bers — all but Councilman John
Boyle.

The council created the com-
mittee after many residents said
they were confused by, or misled
about, the city’s fiscal status before
voting in favor of a utility tax mea-
sure in 2006. The city had warned
residents of structural deficits
before the election, but financial
reports released after the vote
showed a budget surplus for the
2006-07 fiscal year.

The new committee is expected
to review the city’s annual audits
and help the public understand
the city’s fiscal status. Ten people
applied to be on the committee.

The council appointed Ms.
Huntington to a three-year term,
and Mr. Child and Mr. Soffer to
two-year terms.

Councilmen Boyle and Rich-
ard Cline will also be on the
committee. B

MP man arrested in reported
burglary-in-progress

George Meier, 54, of Menlo Park
was arrested Jan. 16 after Atherton
police were called out to a report-
ed burglary-in-progress near the
police headquarters.

Police were called at about 6:40
a.m. when a resident saw a figure in
the rear yard of ahome on Ashfield
Road, less than a block away from
the police station. The resident

reported seeing the suspect taking
a bicycle and riding it toward the
driveway, according to police.

Officers arrived on the scene in
time to catch the suspect before
he had left the property, police
reported.

Mr. Meier was booked on charg-
es of grand theft and attempted
burglary, according to police.

SLAC faces budget cuts, layoffs

Stanford Linear Accelerator
Center (SLAC) staff learned in a
recent “all-hands” meeting that
its budget is being cut by Con-
gress and the center will have
to reduce its workforce by 15
percent, or the equivalent of 225
full-time positions.

Located on 430 acres of Stanford
land in the foothills south of Sand
Hill Road, SLAC s jointly operated
by Stanford University and the
federal Department of Energy.

Many of the budget cuts are
coming in the particle physics
program. Those being laid off will
be informed in early February,
according to an announcement
from the university. Funding for
the high-energy physics program
was cut 20 percent, from an antici-

pated $120 million to $95 million.

SLAC’s newest and highest pri-
ority project, the Linac Coher-
ent Light Source, remains fully
funded. But the center’s major
high-energy physics experiment,
known as the B-factory, will shut
down in March, seven months
earlier than anticipated.

Budget cuts will also reduce
the number of experiments to be
conducted at the Stanford Syn-
chrotron Radiation Laboratory
from 1,300 in fiscal year 2007 to
1,000 in fiscal year 2008. The facil-
ity produces beams of X-rays used
by some 2,000 scientists to study a
broad range of materials.

— Don Kazak, Palo Alto Weekly

Introducing our newest...

Village Doctor!

Dr. Sangani is a Board Certified Internist who
comes to The Village Doctor after five years

of thriving private practice in the Pacific Heights
area of San Francisco. Her health care philosophy
integrates physical, social, and mental health and
she strives to provide individualized care for her
patients’ unique lifestyles.

Portola Valley Garage
Moo e ook 1o modh o 650 85-7442
ether you're looking to modify or just have regular 4170 Alpine Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

Website: www.pvgarage.com
Online scheduling:

. www.pvg.mechanicnet.com
Email: TRamies@pvgarage.com

maintenance on your new, vintage, or hybrid vehicle, you
can trust Portola Valley Garage's sixty years of excellence.

ASE certified techs and factory diagnostic equipment

ensure that your car is taken care of right, the first time!

Dinan Authorized Deler

10% off regular maintenance labor with your CCA card

Radiant Heating

System Design & Installation

Radiant heat, an energy efficient alternative to forced air:
* Reduces air borne allergens
* Saves money on heating costs
* Provides multiple temperature options
Call us to learn more about the many benefits of radiant heating.

We also offer professional plumbing services, specializing in
custom homes, remodels, new construction and light commercial.

0’Dowd Plumbing, Inc.
Plumbing & Hydronic Heating Specialists
650-952-6578

Serving the Bay Area for over 20 years.
Family Owned and Operated.

Dr. Sangani has a strong background in preventive
medicine and promoting wellness and education
among her patients. In addition, she has extensive
experience in women’s health and chronic disease management.

With her years of practice, Dr. Sangani has cultivated strong relationships
among the physician and patient community in the Bay Area. She was also
named one of ‘“America’s Top Physicians” in 2006 by the Consumers
Research Council of America. Please give The Village Doctor a call to
schedule your introductory meeting: 650.851.4747.

w

MLLAGE
DOCION

Concierge Family Healthcare
www.villagedoctor.com

Member PHCC Lic# 522217
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Stanford Hospital

Notes

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Supporting the Transition into Older Adulthood

When Leila Colmen became unable to care
for herself, her family grappled with the best
course of action. Living more than 3,000
miles away, it would be difficult for family
members to assist Leila with her transi-
, tion into supported living. Dr. Rita Ghatak,
our aunt’s care and Director of the Aging Adult Services (AAS)
condition” program at Stanford Hospital & Clinics, was
there to meet with Leila and her doctors,
reporting back to the family on phone and email to reassure them
that Leila was in good hands. “Rita was our surrogate, trusted ad-
vocate and friend. She was able to provide objective feedback about
our aunt’s care and condition,” explained a grateful niece. “It set my
mind at rest knowing that Rita was following up and helping us deal
with a very sensitive situation.”

“She was able to
provide objective
feedback about

In the health care set-
ting, older adults often
require assistance with  Rita was following up and helping us
ehalth evaluations,

physician referralsand ~ deal with a very sensitive situation”
managing multiple

prescriptions. After discharge, they need preventive health and safety
advice, along with linkages to services enabling them to live safely at
home. Despite these needs, few hospitals have a clinical geriatric de-
partment to assist older adults. Stanford Hospital’s AAS program offers
older adults in Palo Alto the range of support that they, and their loved
ones, need to take on the challenges that come with growing older.

“It set my mind at rest knowing that

A Continuum of Care for Older Adults

As medical breakthroughs help
people to live longer, the sys-
tems that provide support to
older adults are increasing in
number and sophistication. But
while new approaches to deal-
ing with some of the unique
needs of older age are being
considered, creating a holistic
approach that both prevents
and treats illness and injury
remains the ultimate goal.

“Modern medicine has come a
long way, and older adults are
certainly reaping the benefits,”
says Dr. Ghatak, a clinical psy-
chologist specializing in gerontology. “But medicine is only one part of
the picture. As people get older, we need to look at a whole host of so-
lutions that can keep them healthier and happier for their entire lives.”

12 m The Almanac m January 23, 2008

Stanford Hospital & Clinics recognized that older adults were often
coming to the emergency room to receive care for injuries or illnesses
that may have been avoided if simple measures, such as a review of
medications, were in place. Established in 2004 and housed in the
Guest Services department, the AAS program was created to meet the
needs of patients 65 years and older. A team of skilled professionals
assist out-patient older adults and work with them and their families
to develop appropriate transition plans. The AAS program also works
across medical disciplines, connecting patients with medical services
that ensure older patients are not just living longer, but also living well.

Picking You Up When You Fall

Farewell to Falls, a program of the
¥ Trauma Center at Stanford Hos-

¥ = pital, is working with older adults

| to help reduce falls. More than

W 1 million older adults in Califor-

¢ nia fall each year, with 200,000 of
those falls resulting in injury. And
nearly 188 Californians, age 55 and
over, are hospitalized every day
from slips, trips and falls. Research
shows that exercising regularly,

' reviewing medications and mak-
ing modifications to the home can
prevent falls and help older adults
maintain independence. But that

relatively simple message doesn’t always reach older adults. Stigma,

the fear of a loss of independence and denial can all play a role. The

Farewell to Falls program tries to overcome all of these issues.

Barbara Gordon (right) talks with
Diane Finch about an exercise video

“I didn’t think there was anything wrong with me,” recalls Diane
Finch, a 75-year-old Menlo Park resident. “I slipped on a piece of
ice in the kitchen, and was a mess for a while. I thought it was the
stroke, but that wasn'’t it, the stroke was in my face. It had nothing to
do with my loss of mobility.”

Diane agreed to try out the Farewell to Falls program after having a
second fall at her home. An occupational therapist at Stanford Hospital
went to Diane’s home to perform an assessment. “She sat there with
me for an hour. She showed me exercises, showed me what I didn't do
right. I couldn’t stand on one foot; I was stunned,” says Diane.

Lending a Hand

The program focuses on those aspects of falls that can be pre-
vented. Each participant receives two home assessments. An
occupational therapist travels to the home and lets the partici-
pant know about potential problems, like the need for a grab
bar for getting in and out of the shower, that can reduce the



special feature

Did You Know...

Older adults who have fallen previously or who stumble frequently are two to Caregiver Support Program—program developed to provide support
three times more likely to fall within the next year. If you are 65 or older, there and education for caregivers. Learn more about taking care of yourself as a
are steps you can take to maintain independence and avoid hospital stays. caregiver.

46% of Stanford’s emergency room visits are by older adults Contact: 650-725-4137

60% of the nation’s older adults live alone or with a non-helping spouse Farewell to Falls—program of the Trauma Service at Stanford Hospital

70% of the nation’s disabled elderly need home-care assistance working with older adults to help reduce falls.

Programs that Can He|p Contact: 650-724-9369

If you or a loved one needs an extra hand, Stanford Hospital & Clinics can o . . . . .
help! The following programs are available to keep older adults living well TIpS tO AVOld T"pplng or Sllpplng

and independently.

» Check your home for hazards
Aging Adult Services—program providing care and support to older
adults and families by offering consultations, assistance with appointments
and assessments, physician referrals, home visits, advocacy and coordina-

» Throw rugs should be removed or adhered to the floor with
double-sided tape or special carpet pads

o & s ies., » Remove electrical cords and other hazards
Contact: 650-723-1303 « Pick up animal toys and clutter off the floor
Partners in Caring—connects homebound adults with trained volunteers « Don’t lean on towel bars or furniture for support

who provide transportation, shopping help, home visits and referral assistance.
Contact: 650-725-4137

Strong for Life—muscle strengthening exercise program for the older

» Consider installing grab bars in the bathtub and by the toilet

« Use handrails on all stairs

adult with or without physical limitations. * Wear non-skid shoes or slippers
Contact: 650-725-4137 o Keep floors dry
Lifeline—in-home emergency response system for older adults to sum- « Install non-skid surfaces in the shower or tub

mon immediate help enhancing safety, confidence and independence.
Contact: 650-723-6906

Vial of Life—medical information storage kit for use in the home.
Contact: 650-498-6312

Advance Health Care Directive—one-hour consultation with an expert to
help formulate and outline your desired wishes for future medical care, sur-
rogate decision makers, and life sustaining or prolonging treatment.
Contact: 650-498-3333

Checking In—program funded by the Reed-Siegel Charitable Foundation
to “check-in” with older adults through routine phone checks and to help
connect to local support networks.

Contact: 650-725-9212

Educational Workshops and Resources—program offering workshops on
aging and information to patients and families about community resources.
Contact: 650-723-1303

chance of falling. A video is given up on that, including my doctor,” says Diane. “It was a life saver.”

to each participant to help them

improve strength and balance. In addition to the home visits, older adults in the program also

The Stanford representative also receive periodic phone calls from volunteers to check-in with

creates a list of all of the medica- how they’re doing. “The phone call, just reminding them helps

tions the patient is taking and out,” explains Barbara Gordon, an 83-year-old volunteer who

has it reviewed by a pharmacist checked in on Diane for a year after her fall. “It helps them be

to ensure that all of the prescrip- more conscientious. They think ‘hey, I'd better be more careful’.”

tions are appropriate. If there is a

problem, it is flagged so that the “It still comes down to teaching people to be their own advocate,”

patient can speak with his or her agrees Ellen Corman, the Farewell to Falls program director.

primary physician. “We're telling them, look, your falls are preventable. We're here
Ellen Corman (right) counsels Diane to help you.

“I have allergies, and I was tak-
ing a medication that impairs my o
physical gait. Nobody had picked

Finch about throw rugs, which can
be a major cause of tripping.

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiac care, can- S T :\L N F O R D
cer treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among “America’s Best Hospitals” by U.S. News 4
and World Report, Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs into the care of HOSPITAL & CLINICS

patients. The Hospital is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford.

Stanford University Medical Center
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Above, from top: Second grader Christopher Brugger stands ready to set a drumbeat for his classmates to follow on their xylophones
and glockenspiels in the new music room; and a new path leads from the historic library building, left, and new classrooms to the new

administration building.
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A bucolic campus
emerges from

a whirlwind
construction

project at Woodside
Elementary

oodside Elementary School’s
spacious, sunlit administration
building doesn’t just look new, it

smells new. The books and potted plants on
the shelves are arranged just so, the gleam-
ing stainless steel appliances in the teachers’
lunchroom are smudge-free, and there’s a
faint whiff of fresh paint in the air.

Classrooms were done in time for the
start of school last fall, but the administra-
tors had to wait to move into their new
digs over the winter break. After spending
a year and a half in a cramped 40-by-60-
foot trailer, they are clearly relishing the
elbowroom their new building provides.

The campus of the kindergarten through
eighth-grade school has just emerged from
a whirlwind renovation funded by a $12
million bond measure. Less than two years
after the bond measure passed, everything’s
done — the new classrooms for the first,
second and fifth grades; the community
meeting rooms; the music building; the
restrooms; and the covered walkways.

“It’s absolutely unbelievable,” says Super-
intendent Dan Vinson, adding that con-
ventional wisdom holds that it takes a
minimum of three years from bond pas-
sage to construction completion.

Rather than spread out the 22,000-
square-foot construction project into
three phases over five years, school offi-
cials opted to get everything done at once.
In retrospect, it was the right decision, but
it made for some interesting times during
the school year, says Mr. Vinson.

“Last year was a challenge. We had con-
struction fences all over the place,” he says.
“One of the biggest problems was access,
because the fenced-off areas were con-
stantly changing. We had to keep finding
new ways to get around and new fire drill
procedures.”

In fact, the final push to get classrooms
ready had something of a barn-raising
atmosphere, as parent volunteers, staff,
teachers and spouses pitched in the day
before school started in August.

It certainly isn’t the first spate of con-
struction on the Woodside school campus.
In the past 15 years there have been several
construction projects, beginning with the
middle school classrooms, which burned
down in a fire in 1993. But despite work to
modernize classrooms and build the Sell-
man Auditorium and the community gym,
the school hasn’t been able to fully rid itself
of portable buildings until now.

The 17 portable classroom trailers are
finally gone, shipped off to East Palo Alto
schools, says school board member Ellen
Ablow. The portables took up valuable
playground space.



Above: kindergarteners race past classrooms with new covered walkways. Below, from left: Music teacher Kara D’Ambrosio guides a chorus of second graders in the new choral music
room; second-graders stretch for books at the school library, which served as architectural inspiration for the campus; and a seventh-grade language arts class works on essays with new

laptops provided to all middle school students.

“It really makes a difference in the back
of the campus,” she says.

District officials are gearing up to show off
the newly completed campus to the commu-
nity at large with a ribbon-cutting ceremony
and open house on Sunday, Jan. 27.

“Only 20 percent of voting households (in
the district) have kids in school, so a lot of
people feel that they can’t wander onto the
campus and have a look around,” explains
Ms. Ablow.

Besides having a chance to see where the $12
million in bond money went, the public will
be treated to tours; serenaded by the school’s
jazz band, orchestra and choral groups; and
have an opportunity to just wander freely
around the campus.

Behind the split-rail fence along Woodside
Road, the school now has the kind of seam-
lessly unified look one normally associates
with a new subdivision, albeit with a good
deal of old-fashioned rural charm.

Architect Carter Warr of Portola Valley
used the original 1887 two-room school-
house building — it now serves as the school
library — as architectural inspiration, Mr.
Vinson says. The end result is something that
doesn’t look at all like the typical, post-war

cookie-cutter classrooms found throughout
California. Instead, it fits in nicely with the
quaint style of the Woodside Village Church
across the street.

Woodside Elementarys new buildings
evoke the past with the crown molding, the
large double-hung wood windows, the clap-
board siding and extended roofs that create
covered walkways. Wood cabinetry, sliding
white boards that hide storage shelves, and
copious natural light add to the charm and
functionality of the buildings.

Peeking in classrooms, you won't see
regimented rows of desks. Instead, there are
kids gathered at table-like groupings of four
pushed-together desks.

The new student services building, which
houses the offices of the district’s reading
specialist, speech therapist and school psy-
chologist, does have some modern touches,
including two-way mirrors for observation.

In the music wing, a big drum and a
collection of glockenspiels stand ready
for elementary school students’ music les-

A COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE

at Woodside Elementary School is set for

1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 27. The public is
welcome to wander around the campus,
take a tour, listen to student musical
performances and view a student art show.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony is set for 2 p.m.
The school is located at

3195 Woodside Road in Woodside.

To RSVP, call 851-1571, ext. 294, or send an
e-mail to cstienstra@woodside.k12.ca.us.

son, held in the choral music room. The
instrumental music room, outfitted with a
drum kit, is on the other side of the build-
ing, separated by a small office and rows of
storage lockers.

The school’s courtyards have been refur-
bished, with paving stones and swatches
of grass replacing the asphalt. They serve
as extensions of the classroom, with
their rows of round tables equipped with
umbrellas for sunny weather.

The playing fields are newly refurbished,
too, with one of artificial turf and one of
natural grass, in deference to a commu-
nity outcry against an overabundance of
synthetic grass. The field upgrades were
partly funded by the Woodside school
foundation, which kicked in $400,000 of
the nearly $1 million cost. The rest of the
construction fell within the $12 million
budget, Mr. Vinson says.

The new “wildcat room,” located near the
front of the school, hosts the gatherings of a
number of local organizations.

“We truly are a community school. It’s in
use seven days a week,” Mr. Vinson says.
“We've got a facility the entire community
can be proud of.” B
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CITY OF MENLO PARK
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

ENGINEERING DIVISION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
FOR

NEW SIDEWALKS PROJECT CENTRAL MENLO PARK
PROJECT NO. 20-073

e

CITY OF
MENLO
PARK

1. BID OPENING. The bidder shall complete and submit the blue copy of the Proposal to the City Council form
that is inserted in the Contract Documents. No other copy of the Proposal Section will be accepted. Sealed bids,
containing said blue copies of the completed Proposal Section, and subject to the conditions named herein and in
the specifications for “NEW SIDEWALKS PROJECT CENTRAL MENLO PARK”, addressed to the City of Menlo
Park will be received at the office of the Engineering Division up to 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 5, 2008, at which
time they will be publicly opened and read.

2. WORK DESCRIPTION. The work to be done consists of clearing existing vegetation (including vines, shrubs,
etc) and other debris to make room for new work; earthwork, including excavation and grading; installing new con-
crete sidewalk, driveways, curb and gutter, handicap ramps and catch basin modification. Other work includes
thermoplastic pavement markings, asphalt concrete paving, and landscape irrigation; all as shown on the plans
and described in the specifications with the title indicated in paragraph 1 above, and on file in the Office of the
Senior Civil Engineer. Reference to said Plans and Specifications is hereby made for further particulars.

3. WORKING DAYS. The work under this Contract is to be completed in forty (40) working days.

4. CONTRACTOR'S LICENSE. A Class “A” or “C8” Contractor’s License is required for this work. No bid will
be accepted from a Contractor who has not been licensed according to Chapter 9, Division 3 of the Business and
Professional Code.

5. BID DEPOSIT. A Bid Deposit equal to at least ten percent (10%) of the total amount of the bid shall be placed
in the sealed Proposal. The Bid Deposit shall be in one of the following forms: cash, cashier's check or certified
check payable to the City, or bidder’s bond in favor of the City executed by an authorized surety company.

6. PERFORMANCE BONDS. Performance guaranty bonds as set forth in Section 2-3 of the Special Provisions
will be required from the successful bidder.

7. CITY’S RIGHT TO REJECT BIDS. The right is reserved, as the interest of the City may require, to reject any
or all bids, or to waive any informality or minor irregularity in the bids.

8. GENERAL PREVAILING WAGE RATES. The Council has ascertained the general prevailing rate of wages
applicable to the work to be done. A tabulation of the various classifications of workpersons to be employed and
the prevailing rate of wages applicable thereto is on file in the Office of the Senior Civil Engineer.

9. OBTAINING THE PROJECT PLANS AND CONTRACT BOOK. The Project Plans and the Contract Documents
may be purchased at the Engineering Division upon payment of $40.00 for each set. Project Plans and the Contract
Book will be mailed to prospective bidders upon payment of $40.00 plus $10.00 for postage and handling.

10. OBTAINING THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION SPECIFICATIONS. The
State of California Department of Transportation Standard Specifications and Standard Plans may be purchased
at the State of California Department of Transportation Publication Distribution Unit, 1900 Royal Oaks Drive,
Sacramento, CA 95819; Telephone: (916) 445-3520; Fax: (916) 324-8997.

11. WITHDRAWAL OF PROPQOSALS. Any bid may be withdrawn at any time prior to the time fixed in the public
notice for the opening of bids only by written request for the withdrawal of the bid filed with the Senior Civil Engineer.
The request shall be executed by the bidder or his/her duly authorized representative. The withdrawal of a bid does
not prejudice the right of the bidder to file a new bid. Whether or not bids are opened exactly at the time fixed in
the public notice for opening bids, a bid will not be received after that time nor may any bid be withdrawn after the
time fixed in the public notice for opening of bids.

12. RELIEF OF BIDDERS. As stated in Public Contract Code Sections 5100 to 5108, inclusive (State Contract
Act) concerning relief of bidders and in particular to the requirement therein, that if the bidder claims a mistake
was made in his/her bid, the bidder shall give the Senior Civil Engineer written notice within five (5) days after the
opening of the bids of the alleged mistake, specifying in the notice in detail how the mistake occurred.

13. DISQUALIFICATION OF BIDDERS. More than one Proposal from an individual, firm, partnership, corpora-
tion, or combination thereof under the same or different names will not be considered. Reasonable grounds for
believing that any individual, firm, partnership, corporation or combination thereof is interested in more than one
Proposal for the work contemplated may cause the rejection of all proposals in which such individual, firm, partner-
ship, corporation or combination thereof is interested. If there is reason for believing that collusion exists among
the bidders, any or all proposals may be rejected. Proposals in which the prices obviously are unbalanced may
be rejected.

14. PREVIOUS DISQUALIFICATION, REMOVAL OR OTHER PREVENTION OF BIDDING. A bid may be rejected
on the basis of a bidder, any officer of such bidder, or any employee of such bidder who has a proprietary interest in
such bidder, having been disqualified, removed, or otherwise prevented from bidding on, or completing a federal,
state, or local project because of a violation of law or a safety regulation.

15. RESPONSIBILITY FOR VERIFYING CONTRACT ADDENDA. All bidders shall verify if any addenda for this
project have been issued by the City of Menlo Park. It is the bidder’s responsibility to ensure that all requirements
of Contract addenda are included in the bidder’s Proposal.

16. ESCROW FOR SECURITY DEPOSIT IN OF RETENTION. Pursuant to Public Contract Code Section 22300,
for monies earned by the Contractor and withheld by the City to ensure the performance of the Contract, the
Contractor, may, at its option, choose to substitute securities meeting the requirements of said Public Contract
Code Section 22300.

17. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION. Each prime and subcontract bidder will be required to comply with the City of
Menlo Park Affirmative Action Program as set forth in Council Resolution No. 2340. Guidelines and report forms are
provided with the Contract Documents and shall be considered part of any Contract made pursuant thereto. The
prime contractor and each subcontractor shall complete the City of Menlo Park Compliance Report and submit it
with the bid proposal or within 48 hours of the bid opening if you are the lowest or second lowest bidder.

18. MINORITY EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM. Prime contractors and subcontractors must submit their Minority
Employment Program (MEP) to the Senior Civil Engineer with their bids or within 48 hours of the bid opening.

Dated:

KELLY M. SHERRY, City Clerk
Published in THE ALMANAC on January 23, 30, 2008.

NEWS

Voter registration deadline;
forum on state propositions

Tuesday, Jan. 22, is the deadline
to register in the Feb. 5 presiden-
tial primary.

Besides the presidential con-
tests, there are seven state propo-
sitions on the ballot, as well as
some local measures, including
a $165 million bond measure for
local public high schools.

The state propositions range
from funding community col-
leges and changing rules on
term limits for legislators, to
four measures on Indian gaming
compacts.

A discussion of these proposi-
tions, led by the League of Wom-
en Voters of South San Mateo
County, will be held at 4 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 26, at the Redwood
City Public Library,

m ELECTION 2008

days during normal business
hours and from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. on two Saturdays: Jan. 26
and Feb. 2.

If you want to vote by mail and
are not registered as a permanent
“vote by mail” voter, fill out the
form on the back of the sample
ballot and voter information
pamphlet that registered voters
receive from the county.

Voter guides

There’s lots of information
available on the Feb. 5 primary,
including online — smartvoter.
org and shapethefuture.org —
and in print.

1044 Middlefield
Road in Redwood
City. The forum is

Election story: It takes a
village to spend school bond-
measure funds. Page 5

In addition to
the voter informa-
tion pamphlets

free and open to the
public. For more
information, call 780-7026 or go
to www.rcpl.info.

Voter registration

If you're not registered and you
want to vote, you'd better hurry.
Voter registration cards must be
postmarked on or before Jan. 22.
Cards can be obtained from San
Mateo County elections offices or
any public library, city hall, post
office or DMV office. The elec-
tions office at 555 County Center
in Redwood City (at the corner
of Bradford Street and Hamilton
Avenue) will be open until 8 p.m.
Jan. 22 to accept last-minute reg-
istration forms.

Vote by mail

Voting has already started
for those who choose to vote
by mail. Or you can cast a
vote (paper or electronic, your
choice) prior to Feb. 5 at a vot-
ing center at 555 County Center
(corner of Bradford Street and
Hamilton Avenue) in Redwood
City. The center is open week-

that registered vot-
ers receive from
the county and state, there is a
nonpartisan Easy Voter Guide,
a collaboration of the League of
Women Voters of California, the
California State Library and oth-
ers.

The guide is meant to make
sense of the often daunting voting
process and to encourage civic
engagement. It has information
on political parties, candidates,
propositions, voting and voter
registration.

The print version is available at
such locations as the Menlo Park
Library at 800 Alma St.; Menlo
Park city hall at 701 Laurel St.;
the Portola Valley town hall at 765
Portola Road; and at the League
of Women Voters of South San
Mateo County at 713 Santa Cruz
Ave. in Menlo Park

It’s also available online at
easyvoter.org.

The guide is available in Eng-
lish, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnam-
ese and Korean. Japanese and
Tagalog versions are expected
before the Feb. 5 election.

our very special “little people.”
at (650) 851-1700, ext. 18.

20, 2008.

TEMPORARY CLOSURE
OF LITTLE PEOPLE’S PARK
IN PORTOLA VALLEY

Little People’s Park at the Town Center in Portola Valley will be
closed temporarily beginning Monday, February 11th to allow for
modifications to playground equipment within the park. It is antici-
pated the park will reopen on Saturday, February 23, 2008, unless
inclement weather forces delay of completion of the work.

Please check the Town’s website at www.portolavalley.net for up
to date information concerning this closure.
The Town regrets any inconvenience to our citizens, particularly

For more information, please feel free to contact Janet McDougall

Published in the Almanac on January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 13,
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NEWS OF LOCAL PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Remembermg Lowell Duggan

By John Straubel

Special to the Almanac

S ilicon Valley is blessed with a

cadre of successful business

people who choose to give
back some of their wealth to the
community that nurtured their
growth. But few take the time in
their frenetic lives to devote time
and energy to civic causes like
the late Lowell Duggan, a 43-year
resident of Woodside.

In a December celebration
of Duggan’s life at the San
Mateo County Mounted Patrol
Grounds in Woodside, it was
evident that community work
was his real source of joy, adven-
ture and friendship.

Lowell Duggan died Oct. 31 at
age 88 after a long, proud strug-
gle with Alzheimer’s. Sending
him on his way at the Patrol
Grounds ceremony was a crowd
that included his Mounted
Patrol cohorts and members of
the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Air Squadron. Duggan had
been a captain of the colorful
patrol, and a commander of
the squadron, logging more
than 7,000 hours in support of
county law enforcement. For-
mer Sheriff Don Horsley was
one of many celebrants at the
happy, poignant event who took
the podium to recount stories
of daring, mirth and sentiment
that cowboys and pilots relish.

None of the speakers used the
word love, but as events conclud-
ed with a Squadron flyover and
the traditional empty-saddles
farewell using a daughter’s horse,
and as hundreds of silver bal-
loons were released to the open
sky by friends and family, love
was very much in evidence.

How does a man such as Lowell
Duggan find time to volunteer

7
NP
\77
\

\

BEAUTY

650.321.4177

THE BEST QUALITY & SELECTION OF BEAUTY PRODUCTS

Beautyland

SUPPLY

Stanford Shopping Center
Now located between Macy's and

Bloomingdale's, next to Playa Grill

Photo courtesy of Ray Paquette and Duggan family
Lowell Duggan made the time for
what was important to him, says
his daughter, Susan Duggan.

as if it were his consuming inter-
est, while managing hundreds of
millions annually in real estate
mortgages at Duggan Investment
Co., serving as national educa-
tion chairman for the Mortgage
Bankers Association of America,
buying and selling companies

H PERSONAL TRIBUTE

About the author: John Straubel
of Menlo Park is a corporate
communications specialist, a
longtime business associate

of Lowell Duggan’s daughter,
Susan, and a friend of the family.
A partner in the educational
nonprofit Both Sides Now, he

is a director of, and handles
communications for, the Boys &
Girls Clubs of the Peninsula.

such as Security Savings and Loan
of San Jose, acting as agent for the
government’s Agency for Inter-
national Development ... even
serving as chairman of the Com-
monwealth Club of California?

His daughter Susan Duggan
may have an answer. A globe-
circling CEO of the Silicon Val-
ley World Internet Center, Susan
believes that in the days of her
dad’s ascendance to business
success, things were simpler.
“Lowell Duggan,” she says, “was
never heard saying he’d love to
do this or that if only he had the
time. He made the time for what
was important to him.”

For her dad, that meant it had
to be fun, too. Riding horses and
flying airplanes with your com-
rades, searching for lost kids, fly-
ing aerial surveillance in narcotic
interdiction, picking up the trail
of missing hikers. That’s the kind
of adventure he needed to round
out a life. No less important was
storytelling around campfires,
hoisting a few (or more) to the
good life, to making it through
one or more wars, and to just
being with each other.

At the Patrol Grounds cel-
ebration, a microphone was
passed around for stories about
the comradeship of doing good
works with friends. Some said it
was a lost art.

Raising a family for Lowell
Duggan meant imparting to his
kids a balance of hands-on appre-
ciation of nature, the arts, and
the world’s diversity. Susan and
her sister Shellie find perspective
as world travelers and as skilled
horsewomen. Brother Charles —
a successful theater impresario
— has been raising his two young
sons in Italy and Mexico.

Continued on next page
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St. Bede's Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Road 4 Menlo Park

on Sunday

8 am Holy Eucharist, Rite I

9 am Soulwork — Education for Adults

10 am Sunday School — Children’s Worship & Education
10-11:30 am Childcare

10:15 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with hymns, choir, & organ

INSPIRATIONS

A resource for special events and ongoing religious
services. To inquire about or make space
reservations please contact Blanca Yoc at

650-326-8210 x221 or email byoc @paweekly.com

meAlmanac

IF IT’S NOT IN THIS VAULT, IT'S NOT SAFE

ILOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT co.

A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confidentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.

Data bank for important and confidential records.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR
COMPUTER SYSTEM.REASON—WEHAVENOCOMPUTERS.
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2
BELIEVE IT!

You’ll Be Green With Energy \

Prius Hybrid,
Camry Hybrid &
Highlander Hybrid

‘08 Prius Hybrid

Yaurs;
__a_(t_'fygﬁh HWY 101 & Whipple Avenue

‘08 Highlander
_Hybrid

525 E. Bayshore Road, Redwood City

[N

Comn<sion 1.877.203.4381

www.toyotal01.com
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Visit us to receive a FREE GIFT! No purchase necessary.




Now Available
e ONn DVD.

1y
DIRECTOR’S
: curT

ri Your Home Videos
ptos into Dazzling DVDs!
® Video-to-DVD transfer

@ Custom editing
e Friendly service

www.MyDirectorsCut.com

430 Sherman Ave., Suite 314, Palo Alto
(650) 32-VIDEO (328-4336)

COMMUNITY

Lowell Duggan: man of the community

Continued from previous page

Janet, Lowell Duggan’s wife of
60 years, died in 2003, and testi-
monials of friends at the Decem-
ber ceremony characterized a
lovebird relationship. The two
danced their way into the hearts
of the Woodside community with
colorful, homemade costumes
brightening up each occasion.

Janet patiently supported her
husband when he was gone on
family holidays to search for kids

Nz

LUCILE P ACKARTD

CHILDREN’S

HOSPITAL

/

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children's Hospital

¥ MAMA YOGA

your delivery for a gentle shape-up and relaxation time.

- Saturdays, February 2-23

SIBLING PREPARATION

- Saturday, February 9

BECOMING GRANDPARENTS

grandparents in today’s society.

- Thursday, February 21

CHILDBIRTH CLASS INTHE CITY

participation in breastfeeding and cesarean birth classes.

- Saturday, February 23

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources
designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

Join other prenatal and postpartum mothers in a Yoga class designed to enhance strength,

flexibility and tranquility. Practice Yoga stretches and poses while pregnant and return after

Designed for children two years of age and older, this class prepares siblings for the

emotional and physical realities of the arrival of a newborn.

Designed for new and expectant grandparents, this class examines the change in labor

and delivery practices, the latest recommendations for infant care and the unique role of

Come learn about childbirth preparation in a retreat-like setting at the Hotel Monaco in

San Francisco. This course includes breakfast and lunch for two at the hotel, as well as

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.Ipch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other coutrses.

HOSP

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN’S

I T AL

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES (650) 723-4600

lost in Huddart Park; gone on
weekends to train Eagle Scouts
for rescues off the cliffs of San
Mateo County; or up in the skies
out of the San Carlos Airport.

His propensity for rescues
began early. As a young Air
Corps pilot in the World War 11
Southeast Asia theater, he earned
a Bronze Star for flying behind
enemy lines to retrieve the
famed “Merrill’s Marauders,”
a volunteer deep-penetration
group that had been harassing
Japanese troops in Burma.

His love for horses began on a
ranch in Oregon owned by his
aunt and uncle. He liked riding
with no saddle or bridle, just a
loose hackamore. Years later he
bought an Appaloosa named
“Coho Azul” and trained him
for cutting, eventually win-
ning first place at the 1965 Cow
Palace Grand

in a major earthquake or other
disaster. His plan remains in
force, and the Patrol is recog-
nized as the leading such facility
in the Bay Area.

Later in his work for the
Sheriff’s Office, he served on
the finance and long-range
planning committees and was
designated by the sheriff as
search and rescue coordinator
on Mounted Patrol callouts. His
leadership in such volunteer ser-
vices was recognized by Sheriff
Don Horsley in 1995 with a spe-
cial commendation inscribed,
“In Recognition of 30 years of
Outstanding Service to the Citi-
zens of San Mateo County.”

Duggan’s long-time volunteer-
ing continued in his late years.
His health curtailed the more
physical services but he wasn’t
above coordinating the Care

Bear pro-

National. gram with
In 1966 the Mounted
theytook 11th ¢ i Patrol and
place in_ the When asked for help, his he Qe
CuttingHorse  fIrst words were always:  iff’s Office,
Nationals. He What do you need?’ bringing ted-
rode Coho on dy bears to
the county SHERIFF DON HORSLEY needy kids.
trails and in Sher-

the Mounted

Patrol until his faithful buddy
died at 23. Thanks to his master’s
inclination to adventure, Coho
had seen plenty of action.

In 1995, the Mounted Patrol
delighted Duggan by awarding
him the “Outstanding Horsep-
erson-Citizen Award” in appre-
ciation “of his Professional
Achievements and Numerous
Contributions to the County.”

As a commander of the vol-
unteer San Mateo County Air
Squadron search-and-rescue
missions, he patrolled the area
for lost citizens, and sometimes
the assignment was surveillance
and interdiction of the narcotics
trade. One major search opera-
tion in the mid-1980s had planes
departing every 20 minutes
from San Carlos Airport track-
ing down a serial arsonist who
persisted in setting fires along
Interstate 280. They caught him
on Duggan’s watch.

During his year as its captain,
Duggan led an effort to fully
equip the Mounted Patrol as
a certified Red Cross disaster
relief center so it could provide
safe haven for county citizens

THE
ALMANAC
ONLINE
DELIVERS
24/7.
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iff Horsley
recalls: “When asked for help,
his first words were always,
‘What do you need?” Lowell was
invaluable in our ability to deal
with emergencies where help
from volunteers such as the Air
Squadron, Mounted Patrol and
Explorer Scouts often made the
difference in saving lives.”

Bill Wraith of Portola Valley,
a long-time Duggan buddy and
fellow Mounted Patrol captain,
speaks of him as being “bigger
than life.” But it was a life unclut-
tered by today’s standards, with
time to enjoy the affection for
teamwork that so often charac-
terizes service to community.

Wraith said Lowell Duggan
inspired others with an ego that
embraced being an executive
strategist, an adventure-loving
pilot and horseman, and a leader
who got up at 4:30 a.m. to pick
up the first batch of hot donuts
for Fourth of July volunteers at
the Mounted Patrol Rodeo.

Wraith concluded his remarks at
the celebration-of-life event for his
buddy: “T thank his kids Susan,
Shellie and Charles for sharing this
man with us all these years.” &




COMMUNITY

Patricia Bresee of Atherton
is the new board chairman
of the Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation.

An attorney and former
Superior Court commis-
sioner in San Mateo County,
Ms. Bressee is the board’s
former vice chairman.

She succeeds Gregory Avis,
founding managing partner
of Summit Partners and the
first board chairman of the
Silicon Valley Community
Foundation, a Mountain
View-based nonprofit that
opened for business Jan. 1,
2007, the result of a merger
of the former Peninsula
Community Foundation
and Community Founda-
tion Silicon Valley.

Atherton woman chairs foundation board

Patricia Bresee has devoted
most of her professional life to
children’s issues.

Thomas J. Friel and Ivonne
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Jensen Hawser
CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING

Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950
98 5th Ave. * (650) 365-5027  Redwood City
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Monte de Oca have also been
appointed to the board.

Ms. Bresee has devoted
most of her professional life
to children’s issues. As a
private attorney, she has rep-
resented children in juvenile
courts. As a Superior Court
commissioner in San Mateo .
County, she served on the San
Mateo County Juvenile Court
bench for 15 years.

In 1994, she was named
Juvenile Court Judge of the
Year by the California Judges
Association. In 1998, the
national Court-Appointed
Special Advocates named
her Judge of the Year. She has
also been named to the San )
Mateo County Women’s Hall
of Fame.

OCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

INCLUDES:
* Divorce $549
* Living Trusts $499

%47 F B

* Non-Profit $399
* Probate (Free Quote)
e And much more!

' We The People® 650-324-3800

PEOPLE

Agents achive top ranking

Menlo Park real estate agents
Hanna Shacham and Keri Nicho-
las were among the top 200 agents
nationwide in 2006, according to
“Real Estate Top 200,” a national
sales ranking sponsored by The
Wall Street Journal and REAL
Trends magazine.

Ms. Shacham, who ranked
23nd nationally, began her
practice after a long career as a
civil engineer. She became an
associate vice president at Cor-
nish & Carey (now Coldwell
Banker) in 1994.

In the first half of 2007,
she ranked No. 1 in sales
for Coldwell Banker in both
Santa Clara and San Mateo
countries. She has exceeded
$110 million in sales this year,
Coldwell Banker said.

Ms. Nicholas, a real estate agent
since 1991, ranked 49th nation-
ally. Ranked in the top 1 percent
in sales nationwide for Coldwell
Banker for seven years. She has
sold more than $800 million in
real estate, the company said.

Hanna Shacham, left, and Keri
Nicholas

Woodward named
Menlo College trustee

Andrew Woodard, who
attended Menlo College and
whose family has a long rela-
tionship with the school, is a
new member of the college’s
board of trustees.

A managing partner of KCW
Properties LLC, a real invest-
ment firm with offices in
Eugene, Oregon, and Lafay-
ette, California, he has been
involved in Menlo College
alumni activities and is trea-
surer of the Woodard Family
Foundation.

Teens learn how to start a charity

The Menlo Park nonprofit, My
New Red Shoes, is offering train-
ing sessions for teenagers who are
interested in someday starting
their own charities.

High school students are invited
to participate in the Junior Board,
a service-learning program run
by My New Red Shoes, an organi-
zation that provides new clothing
and shoes to children from low-
income families.

The Junior Board plans to meet

from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Jan. 29, at Menlo-Atherton High
School.

Junior Board members create
a community service project to
benefit local homeless children,
and organizes a 5K walk/run
event to be held April 27 at Shore-
line at Mountain View to raise
funds for its project.

Students interested in the
Junior Board can apply at www.
mynewredshoes.org.

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust

* Incorporations/LLC $399

We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not
lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

| zo07-°08 STANFORD LIVELY ARTS

MERCE CUNNINGHAM
DANCE COMPANY
January 25 & 26 /

Friday & Saturday / 8:00 pm
Memorial Auditorium

Stanford University

Dance icon Merce Cunningham’s legendary company
offers two programs featuring classic works remounted
alongside his recent eyeSpace. During the Friday night
performance, the audience uses iPods® to create personal
soundscapes for the movement onstage. Patrons with
their own iPod® may download the Rouse score via
www.merce.org/p/eyespacestanford.

Program: January 25: Crises,
CRWDSPCR, and eyeSpace

(score by Mikel Rouse, downloaded
onto iPods®); January 26: BIPED
and eyeSpace (score by Annea
Lockwood, performed live).

Adults: $46-%$20

Generously supported by Jody Buckley and Mark Horowitz

ORDER TODAY!

650-725-ARTS (2787) | http://livelyarts.stanford.edu
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The Year’'s Best
CRUISE WEEK

For one week only, Summit Tra

cruising directly to you. Find your best cruise price and we will beat it
with additional savings, upgrades or exclusive event-only benefits.

Meet the Cruise Rep
You're invited to meet
with featured Cruise
Line Representatives
during Cruise Week*

Seven Seas
10a-2p

January 21-25, 2008

vel Group brings the biggest values in

JANUARY 2008
Wed. Thu.

24 )
Celebrity/
Azamara
9:30a-
12:30p

Crystal
Cruises
9:30a-
12:30p

Princess/
Cunard
10a-1p

Exclusive Cruise Week savings and prices too low to advertise

are available throughout the week by

A@Sml‘"
WORLD
TRAVEL

Summit

TRAVEL GROUP

www.summitcruiseva

(650) 328-2030

830 Menlo Ave., Menlo Park

*Due to the event's
popularity, please
RSVP by calling
(650) 373-4400 to
schedule your
consultation.

calling, clicking or visiting:

cations.com
CST #: 1007858-10

Major Additions and
Whole House Remodels

“This workshop helped us plan
and understand our needs.”
-Workshop Attendee

earn the facts and how-to’s

Designed especially for homeowners, this class will cover the
step-by-step details, decisions and considerations — including
how to live through a remodel — that are a part of transforming a
home into the special place you've always wanted.

Topics will include:

m Pre-Planning ® Choosing an architect, desig
® The design process ® Budgeting ® Materia

m Code requirements ® Scheduling ® Building permits

® |nspections ® And more valuable informatio

Harrell Remodeling is an award-winning Design + Build firm in the Peninsula
known nationally for creating extraordinary homes that reflect each client’s
unique signature for living. We welcome you to attend our workshop so you can
approach your major remodel confidently, and with intelligence.

Harrell Remodeling. We never forget it's yo

For more information or to pre-register for the
with pre-registration, or $25 at the door ®

of the remodeling process.
Thursday, January 24
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm

1954 0ld Middlefield Way
Mountain View, CA 94043

ner and contractor
Is ® Floor plans

n!

Harrell Remude?inu

Design + Build

www.harrell-remodeling.com
License: B479799

ur home.®

workshop call (650) 230-2900 ® Class fee is $20 per household
No credit cards accepted ® Refreshments will be provided

COMMUNITY

Allegro, others make moves
in Woodside shopping center

With the New Year, there’s lots
of action at Canada Corners shop-
ping center, corner of Woodside
and Canada roads in Woodside.

Allegro Framing and Art is hav-
ingits grand opening after moving
into space formerly occupied by
Woodside Tennis. Allegro, which
also has a store at Ladera Country
Shopper in Portola Valley, special-
izes in custom picture framing
and displays original art by local
artists. It also carries art supplies
and holds art classes, according to
owner Irina Gorelik.

Woodside Tennis, which has
been in business for 30 years at
the same location, has moved into
space formerly occupied by Wood-
side Village Pharmacy.

Woodside Tennis owners Hope
and Bill Schneider, who have
owned the business for more than
six years, are leasing about two-
thirds of the former pharmacy
site. With more room (1,100 square
feet), the Schneiders are able to
expand their stock and add new
clothing lines, including yoga,
running and workout wear.

The remaining 500 feet of phar-
macy space is now the office of
general contractor Dave Tanner,
who did the remodeling of the
tennis shop. A Woodside resident,
Mr. Tanner is a member of the
Woodside Town Council.

H WEDDING

Ingols-Price

Lindsy Ingols and Lucas Price
were married Aug. 4 at the Austin
University Presbyterian Church in
Austin, Texas. A reception followed
at Laguna La Gloria Museum.

The bride is the daughter of
Kathy Ingols of Mountain View
and Robert Ingols of Tahoe. She
grew up in Ladera and gradu-
ated from Menlo-Atherton High
School. She earned a bachelor’s
degree in business from the School
of Natural Sciences at the Univer-
sity of Texas.

The bridegroom is the son of
Ann and Mark Price of Oatmeal,
Texas. He is a graduate of the
University of Texas with a bach-
elor’s degree in marketing and
management.

After a honeymoon in Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico, the couple is liv-
ing in Houston, Texas.

Lucas Price and Lindsy Ingols

Talk: foreign policy ‘Beyond Bush’

“Beyond Bush: Foreign Policy
and the Next American Presi-
dent” will be the topic of talk
by Kenneth Schultz, associate
professor of political science at
Stanford, on Wednesday, Jan. 23,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m., at the Los
Altos Public Library, 13 S. San
Antonio Road.

Dr. Schultz will examine the
effects of foreign policy on the
2008 election, and the key choices
that will face the next president in
aprogram sponsored by the World

Affairs Council of Northern Cali-
fornia, Peninsula Chapter.

Professor Schultz taught at
Princeton University and then
UCLA before coming to Stanford.
He is director of the Stanford Pro-
gram on International Relations,
and author of “Democracy and
Coercive Diplomacy” (2001).

The program is free and will be
preceded by refreshments at 7 p.m.
For information call the World
Affairs Council at 415-293-4600;
or go to itsyourworld.org.

THEFALMANAC
ONLEINEDELIVERS
S 2

- Ry P S
I .‘.r '-ql_ hw '
‘ ¥ I|I- o v

CHECK THE COMMUNITY CALENDAR
FOR SPECIAL EVENTS

TheAlmanacOnline.com

20 m The Almanac m January 23, 2008

Menlo Park

M Alison and John Van
Dyke, a son, January 3,
at Sequoia Hospital.




FOR THE

RECORD

Residents upset by historic artifacts law  Woodside may expand bike panel’s scope

URNS

continued from page 9

tonight — you don’t want this ordi-
nance,” said Councilwoman Kathy
McKeithen, who defended the
council’s actions. If residents had
turned out to voice their opinions
when the council originally cre-
ated the ordinance, things could
have turned out differently, she
said.

“You can’t come here a year and
ahalflater and point fingers at us,”
she said. “Take part in this process,
ifyou care. Put your time and your
thought where your mouth is.”

Atherton has spent an estimated
$130,000 to $155,000 in legal fees
related to the Lambs’ lawsuit so far.

“Doesn’t that make everybody
ashamed of themselves?” asked
Atherton resident Jillian Manus
Salzman. “What is wrong with all
of you? You are creating a mess of
this town.”

On the other side of the issue,
a contingent of Lindenwood resi-
dents came to the meeting to
express support for preserving the
artifacts in their neighborhood.

“Everyone who’s ever run for

City Council has run on a plat-
form of preserving the unique
and rural character of our town,”
said former mayor Malcolm Dud-
ley. “To move these artifacts takes
them out of their context. It’s like
moving the Golden Gate Bridge
or the FEiffel Tower to Arizona.”

However, he proposed the town
work out a compromise with the
Lambs that would allow them to
move the urns on the condition
that they would be returned to
Lindenwood if the Lambs ever
move out of Atherton.

Councilman Charles Marsala,
who is opposed to the ordinance,
said the town should pursue vol-
untary preservation efforts, and
create a fund to purchase artifacts
from private property owners.

“An ordinance like this leads
to lawsuits, and people in this
town have very deep pockets,”
said Mr. Marsala. “I'm in favor
of an advisory vote, and in the
meantime, we should rescind this
ordinance.”

The council voted 3-1, with Mr.
Marsala opposed, to keep the
ordinance as is while a replace-
ment ordinance is created. &

The Woodside Town Council is
scheduled to consider modifying
the charter for the town’s bicycle
committee to include matters rel-
evant to pedestrians, such as their
use of roadways and paths. The
meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 22, begins
at7:30 p.m. in Independence Hall at
2955 Woodside Road.

The council will also interview
candidates for new terms on the

H POLICE CALLS

Planning Commission. The can-
didates include Jennifer Gonzales
and incumbent Sara Jorgensen for
the District 1 seat, and incumbent
Diane Elder for the District 7 seat.

The meeting is also scheduled
to include a public hearing on an
appeal by Roger and Jodi Lawler
of a Planning Commission cer-
tification of an environmental
impact report, adoption of miti-

gation monitoring program, and
approval of lot line adjustments
and conditional use permit con-
cerning 92.2 acres of land along
Lawler Ranch Road.

Among the matters addressed
in the appeal: construction of
a private roadway, two bridges
and a detention basin, drainage
improvements and grading in
excess of 1,500 cubic yards.

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under
the law, people charged with offenses are
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON
Grand theft reports:

B Computer taken from coffee room,
1000 block of EI Camino Real, Jan. 11.

B Numerous items taken from backpack
during lunch, 500 block of Middlefield
Ave., Jan. 15.

M Bicycle taken from rear yard; George
Meier, 54, of Menlo Park found and arrest-
ed for grand theft, first block of Ashfield
Road, Jan. 16.

Assault report: Victim bitten and
scratched by girlfriend who threw laptop,
first block of Irving Ave., Jan. 11.

Albert Bowker, who was
chancellor at the University
of California, Berkeley, in the
1970s, died Sunday at The
Sequoias retirement commu-
nity in Portola Valley. He was
88 and had suffered from pan-
creatic cancer.

Mr. Bowker was chancellor at

Former UC Berkeley chancellor dies

UC Berkeley from 1971 to 1980.
He was also chancellor of the
City University of New York
from 1963 to 1971.

“For 28 vyears after step-
ping down as chancellor he
remained an integral part of
the Cal community, offering
advice for the chancellors who

in Portola Valley

came after him,” UC Berkeley
Chancellor Robert J. Birgenau
said.

Born in Winchendon, Massa-
chusetts, he earned a bachelor’s
degree in mathematics from
MIT in 1941 and a Ph.D. in
statistics from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1949.

RE-INVENT
yourself at Avenidas!

Misc. reports: Single shot heard, first
block of Tallwood Court, Jan.12.

Fraud report: Unauthorized use of credit
card for online purchase worth $25,000,
first block of Nora Way, Jan. 14.

MENLO PARK

Burglary reports:

W Garage door lock damaged, 1100 block
of Willow Road, Jan. 14.

W Office window broken; cash stolen,
1100 block of Crane St., Jan. 15.

M Forced entry into vehicle; amplifiers sto-
len, 1300 block of Willow Road, Jan. 16.
W Forced entry into residence; unknown
amount of items taken, 900 block of Timo-
thy Lane, Jan. 16.

M Portable DVD player stolen from busi-
ness, El Camino Real, Jan. 17.

Stolen vehicle report: Red trail bike sto-
len, 300 block of Grayson Court, Jan 15.
Fraud reports:

W |dentity theft, 1200 block of Sevier Ave.,
Jan. 14.

W Fraudulent use of credit card, 500 block
of Pierce Road, Jan. 16.

Accident reports:

B Driver ran vehicle into building; fled
scene; later arrested, 1100 block of Alpine
Ave., Jan. 13.

W Vehicle vs. bicycle; injured person
taken to emergency room, Sand Hill Road
at Leland Ave., Jan. 16.

Grand theft reports: Watch stolen, 500
block of Willow Road, Jan 11.

Battery reports:
W Victim punched, 1100 block of Willow

Road, Jan. 15.

W Juvenile assaulted, 300 block of Santa
Monica Ave., Jan. 16.

WOODSIDE

Burglary report: Vehicle window broken;
iPod and purse stolen, Lawler Ranch and
Sand Hill roads, Jan. 9.

Accident report: Reckless car chase,
Woodside Road, Jan. 14.

Theft report: Concrete and stained glass
bench removed from front porch, 400
block of W. Maple Way, Jan. 13.

PORTOLA VALLEY
Burglary reports:

W Vehicle window broken; damage esti-
mated at $9,100, Windy Hill parking lot on
Portola Road, Jan. 13.

M Vehicle window broken; cash and credit
cards stolen, Windy Hill parking lot, Jan.
13.

H Vehicle window broken; purse stolen,
Alpine Road at Willowbrook Drive, Jan.
14.

Incident report: Dog fight resulted in one
dying and one being euthanized, Canyon
Dr. and Echo Lane, Jan. 15.

Editor’s note: In the Jan. 16 issue of The
Almanac, there was a Police Calls item
about a vehicle window being smashed
Jan. 5 after an argument in the 100 block
of Stadler Road in Woodside. A resident
called the Almanac and said that it was
her vehicle that was damaged and that no
argument occurred.

Stephen Charles Fowler,

STEPHEN CHARLES FOWLER

1944-2008

Steve also Ieaves behind cherished friends,
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age 63, died peacefully
on January 5, 2008,
surrounded by family. Born
in Philadelphia on D-Day,
June 6, 1944, Steve
attended Northeast Catholic
High SchoolinPhiladelphia,

Qe and the US Naval Academy
before moving to the Bay Area in 1975.

Steve is survived by his wife, Kathryn Wright of
Menlo Park, CA; son Steve Fowler of Hollywood,
CA; daughter Kris Cirby, son-in-law Steve Cirby,
and granddaughter Caroline Cirby of Novato, CA;
stepson Erik Wright of Menlo Park, CA, and
grandsons Jim Wright of Menlo Park, CA and
Dane Wright of Calgary, Canada; brother Joseph
Fowler of Philadelphia, PA; sister Patricia Fowler of
Philadelphia, PA and nephew, Christopher Fowler
of Philadelphia, PA.

PAID OBITUARY

Harry and Annie Dougherty of Philadelphia, PA,
Gary Black of Los Gatos, CA, Jack Reilly of
Philadelphia, PA, and the Horstmeyer family of Palo
Alto. Steve was preceded in death by his parents,
Elizabeth and Joseph Fowler.

Steve will be missed by the people whose lives
he touched every day in immeasurable ways. Those
who knew Steve will fondly remember his gentle
spirit, his keen intellect, his sense of humor, and
his profound love for his family.

A memorial celebration of Steve's life will be
held on February 11 from 4pm-6pm. Contributions
in Steve Fowler's name may be made to the Family
& Children’s Law Center, 30 North San Pedro
Rd., Suite 245, San Rafael, CA 94903, or St.
Anne’s School, 2343 E Tucker St, Philadelphia,
PA. The family may be contacted by calling
(650) 322-1007.
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Endorsements

Sequoia high school district bonds, Measure J

n making a case for voters to approve its fourth major bond measure
Isince 1996 at the Feb. 5 election, the Sequoia Union High School
District makes some good points:

B All four of its major high schools, Menlo-Atherton, Woodside,
Sequoia (Redwood City) and Carlmont (Belmont/San Carlos) have
won awards recently, with three
being designated California Dis-
tinguished Schools and Sequoia
honored for high achievement
among poverty-level students.
Sequoia and M-A are ranked in
the top 1,000 schools in the nation based on the percentage of seniors
who take advanced-placement (AP) tests.

B Superintendent Pat Gemma also is proud of the district’s recently
minted “vision,” arrived at after many focus groups and discussions
at all school levels. The core values identified include student success,
accountability and personal responsibility, respect, honesty and integ-
rity, and teamwork. It boils down to a vision statement: “All students are
engaged and prepared to excel in a global society.”

B And Mr. Gemma says the district has done a good job over-
seeing the projects financed by earlier bond packages in 1996 ($45
million); 2001 ($88 million); and 2004 ($70 million). If Measure
J is approved and the bonds are sold, $368 million will have been
invested in the district during the 1996-2008
period, although the cost to tax-payers will
remain below $30 per $100,000 of assessed

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

valuation of their property. The new bond will —k 2 S

add $9.73 per $100,000 on top of the current $19
cost. And according to Mr. Gemma, the district
will not be going out for more bonds for at least another 10 years,
barring a disaster.

Although much of the bond money would be spent throughout
the district, local projects of interest include completion of the M-A
performing arts center, whose cost has ballooned from $17 million to
$32.5 million. There could also be funds for a 400-student high school
in East Palo Alto; a big chunk, $25 million to $30 million, could be used
to establish a stand-alone vocational and technical campus, and there
could be $10 million to pay for ongoing technology improvements on
each campus for the next decade.

The bonds also could fund an initiative in alternative energy on all
campuses, from using solar panels to heat swimming pools to adopting
a range of energy-saving technologies.

The district has used its prior bond monies wisely and we see no
reason to think this proposal will be any different. It is impera-

ELECTION

tive that all our schools, and especially our high schools, keep up
with the rapid advances in technology, both for college-bound
students and those who may be more interested in a career that
does not require a college degree. And it is just as important to
develop and build state-of-the-art facilities that will keep stu-
dents and their families engaged in the educational process.

Finally, the cost of construction is rising rapidly, to over $600
a square foot for schools built today, compared to $200 a foot in
1996. Waiting to make clearly identified improvements is not an
option. We urge a yes vote on Measure J, to continue the progress
of the Sequoia Union High School District.

No on Proposition 92, community college funding

This well-meaning, but complicated ballot measure attempts to
shore up funding for community colleges and lower tuition to
$15 per unit from $20.

But to do so, it would add yet another constitutional amend-
ment that will tie the hands of the governor and Legislature
at budget time. Such special-interest mandates already hogtie
legislators and make it even more difficult when budget cuts are
needed. We urge a no vote on Proposition 92.

Vote no on Proposition 93 to change term limits

This measure is another example of tinkering with the rules in
an effort to allow legislators to serve their
entire term limit of 12 years in one house or
the other, rather than a maximum of three
two-year terms in the Assembly, and two
four-year terms in the Senate.

The measure would reduce the overall
time one legislator could serve from 14 to 12 years, but relax
the requirement that the time be spent in both houses. Several
current members of the legislature, including Sen. Joe Simitian,
D-Palo Alto, would be able to serve an additional term. The
initiative’s main supporters, Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez
and Senate President Don Perata, would both benefit from the
measure.

Although granting legislators the ability to serve their entire
12 years in one house could eliminate the tendency of Assembly
members to begin running for a Senate seat as soon as they are
elected, there are no guarantees that this measure would improve
legislative performance. And there is a whiff of special interest in
this proposition due to its real benefit to the legislative leaders.
The state has much more important business on its plate than
fiddling with term limits.

Our Regional
Heritage

The Audiffreds of Woodside often
traveled to La Honda by stagecoach
or automobile around the turn of

the 20th century. The scene above,
photographed in 1912, is from a
postcard from the family’s collection.

Jacque Audiffred Collection
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LETTERS

New traffic light timing at
Alameda/Avy a problem

Editor:

A couple of years ago, San
Mateo County agreed with some
residents of the unincorporated
area of Menlo Park to reduce
the Alameda de las Pulgas from
four through-lanes to two, and
to restrict traffic flow at the Avy
Avenue intersection.

Their goals were to make it safer
for kids going to school and to
improve the streetscape appear-
ance by adding more trees. All of
us nearby residents were assured
that this could be done with-
out increasing traffic congestion.
The city of Menlo Park was not
involved.

Perhaps the appearance will
eventually be improved if miss-
ing trees are replaced and all the
trees mature. Another disap-
pointment has been the sidewalk
bulbout at the Chevron Station,
which has been “painted” black
by motorists running over the
curb when trying to negotiate
the restricted turn south. There
are too many close calls at this
corner and the bulbout needs to
be removed.

However, the big problem now
is the new traffic light timing
approved by Supervisor Rich Gor-
don, whose district includes this
neighborhood. It is not clear who
wants these changes. Mr. Gordon
says he is “seeking the greatest
good for the greatest number of
people.” Which people?

An Almanac article Dec. 7 said
that the Cloud Avenue homeown-
ers association is against the light
timing change and that it had no
effect on reducing cut-through
traffic on Cloud. This same article
says the timing changes have
clogged up traffic so badly on Avy
that school kids and pedestrians
are crossing against the lights
and that drivers are becoming
scofflaws. Both the La Entrada
PTA and school officials object
to the new timing.

As far as I can tell, only the
county seems to think that
improving the traffic flow on the
Alameda will relieve cut-through
traffic on parallel Cloud and
Altschul avenues. The strategy
isn’t working and a heavy price
is being paid by Menlo Park
drivers on Avy trying to cross the
Alameda.

Recently, I tried to go east on
Avy across the Alameda during
morning commute times and it
took two light changes to make
it. North/south traffic on the
Alameda had 1-1/2 minutes for
each light change, and east/west
on Avy had a half-minute. There-
fore, it took me 3-1/2 minutes to
cross, whereas before it was more
like a half-minute.

By Martin Engel and Judith
Engel-Orasanu

The following letter was addressed
to the members of the Menlo Park
City Council:

orting our mail after being
Saway for a few weeks, we

found a slick, four-color
postcard addressed to “Resident”
entitled “Prayer and the Environ-
ment.”

It announces a lecture by
Ron Ballard, a “practitioner and
teacher of Christian Science
healing,” who is from the First
Church of Christ Scientist in
Menlo Park. The free lecture is
Jan. 24 and it is being given in
the Menlo Park City Council
Chambers.

This lecture is presented by the
Menlo Park Church of Christ,
Scientist. The Web site and
telephone number on the card

all connect to the Christian Sci-
ence church or reading room
in Menlo Park. In short, this
is a religious presentation by
a religious organization. And
according to the title, it is about
prayer.

Based on his titles and profes-
sion, we can expect that Mr.
Ballard will not speak about the
environment in a secular way.
To the contrary, it is reasonable
to anticipate a strong Christian
Science (which opposes secular
science) and spiritual/religious
thrust to his presentation. He
asks us to “enjoy the landscape
of hope,” whatever that means.
The text on the card makes a
great deal of the Christian Sci-
ence basis of this presentation,
including an introduction by
a Christian Science Monitor
reporter. On the card, nothing

Concern over church use of council chambers

specific is said about
the environment.

We find this arrange-
ment totally unaccept-
able. While we bear
no antipathy toward
“Christian Science,” we
are firm believers in
the First Amendment
“establishment” clause,

OPINION

council and adminis-
tration endorsement.
Environmentalism is
based on science, not
“Christian Science,”
which is a Christian
teaching and a church.

We wish to
state this in the stron-
gest terms: We do not

which mandates sepa-
ration of church and
state. We do not want our city
hall facilities made available for
religious purposes of any kind,
despite the overlay of environ-
mentalism.

We do not object to Mr. Bal-
lard’s presentation, whatever the
subject. However, we do object,
strongly, to the use of a pub-
lic, tax-based, civic venue for
apparently religious purposes.
It creates the appearance of city

believe that it islegal or
appropriate to provide
a venue in a public civic facility
for a “Prayer and the Environ-
ment” presentation by any reli-
gious group, seemingly under
the auspices of the Menlo Park
city government. We are asking
this lecture permit in the council
chambers (or any other Menlo
Park facility) be withdrawn.
Martin and Judith Engel-
Orasanu live on Stone Pine
Lane in Menlo Park.

Another problem with this
intersection is the confusing
signs on the pavement. Fastern
through-traffic on Avy is told to
stay in the right lane, whereas cars
heading west have no instruction
atall.

I can live with most of the
streetscape changes that have
been done, except for the light
timing changes. These should be
reversed immediately. I haven’t
heard of anyone who wants them
and they are uniformly disliked
by pedestrians, school kids, and
motorists. As a second thought,
please take another look at some
of the other problem areas men-
tioned above.

Reginald W. Rice
Tioga Drive, Menlo Park

Can Menlo Park mayor
be fair on transit?

Editor:

Menlo Park Mayor Andrew
Cohen has announced that his
term will be dedicated to transit
and transportation.

Included in these broad topics
are such complex issues as electri-
fication of Caltrain, Dumbarton
rail, high-speed rail, grade separa-
tions, mixed-use higher-density
transit-oriented development,
impacts of eliminated transit
service from VTA (Santa Clara
County transit) and reduced
service from Caltrain, increasing
transit ridership to maintain and
increase services, and reducing
greenhouse gases from transit and
transportation.

There’s a connection between
transit-oriented development and
increasing ridership on transit. A
recent study showed that about
48 percent of residents living
in transit-oriented housing take

transit, they own fewer cars and
so need fewer parking spaces. As
gas prices soar, businesses find
that being near transit is a plus
for hiring employees and attract-
ing customers.

Electrifying Caltrain will
reduce pollution from diesel
trains and require less time and
energy to start and stop, thereby
accommodating more trains and
stops.

Asfor high-speed rail, Dumbar-
ton rail and grade separations,
each presents challenges and
opportunities, as does our City
Council’s commitment to reduce
our greenhouse gas emissions.

As Mr. Cohen has already spo-
ken out against most of these ini-
tiatives, it is difficult to see how he
will provide enlightened leader-
ship to address these 21st-century
issues with 21st-century answers.
I hope he rises to the challenge;
there’s a lot riding on it.

Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

The Kings and oppression
in food animals

Editor:

Today, Jan. 15, marks the birth-
day of Martin Luther King.

Democratic presidential can-
didates are using the occasion to
debate his role in this country’s
landmark civil rights legislation.
I find it more interesting to pon-
der whether his ideals extended
beyond African-Americans to
all victims of oppression and
injustice, including animals.

Dr. King’s wife Coretta and son
Dexter became vegans, rejecting
all products of animal suffer-
ing, including meat, dairy, eggs,
leather, and fur. Their opposition
to violence extended to the vio-

lence perpetrated against billions
of innocent, sentient animals
in America’s factory farms and
slaughterhouses. Their passion
for justice extended to the most
oppressed living beings on the
planet — animals bred, abused,
and killed for food.

In his letter from Birmingham
jail, Martin Luther King cau-
tioned that “injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere.”
This message truly resonated
with Coretta and Dexter Scott
King. I hope that it will do like-
wise with Dr. King’s many other
admirers.

Miles Barne
Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park

Urge Cal Water to
conserve resources

Editor:

I'would like to urge the custom-
ers of California Water Service
Co. to tell the company to get
proactive about water conserva-
tion.

To serve the rising population
in California, there are plans
afoot to divert even more water
from the Tuolumne River, where
already spawning fish species are
just barely holding on. With the
effects of climate change and a
reduced snow pack, this could be
disastrous.

The Bay Area lags behind areas
like Seattle and Los Angeles in
water conservation. Cal Water is
one of the local agencies that need
to get moving on this.

Include a note when you pay
your water bill. Remind Cal
Water that the Tuolumne and
the Sacramento Delta need more
water flow, not less, and that there
is a lot they can and must do to
promote water efficiency and

conservation.
Gail Sredanovic
Ashton Avenue, Menlo Park

Mobilize against PV’s
proposed hasement

Editor:

Recently the town of Portola
Valley attempted to pass a new
ordinance to restrict basement
sizes. At the most recent Town
Council meeting the vote was
postponed due to a large turnout
of residents in opposition.

Thisisa critical issue for all resi-
dents of Portola Valley because of
the potential impact on property
values. For residents in surround-
ing areas, this issue could easily
set a precedent. If you care about
this issue, you should be aware
that the proposed ordinance is
not dead yet, just in limbo.

If you want this proposed
ordinance stopped, you must
make your voice heard. You can
be heard by attending the next
Town Council meeting Jan. 24.
If you cannot attend, please visit
the town’s Web site (www.porto-
lavalley.net) and e-mail the Town
Council your concerns. They will
listen. It is not too late to sign the
petition (http://www.petitionon-
line.com/basepv/petition.html)
and join the PV Forum (http://
groups.yahoo.com/group/PVFo-
rum).

I am currently compiling a
summary of the events that led
to the current status of this issue.
If you wish to further educate
yourself, please e-mail me for
a copy (rolkling@gmail.com).
Please help bring a permanent
end to this ill-founded action.
Thank you.

Rol Klingberg
Westridge Drive, Portola Valley
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Whiskey Hill Road
Woodside
FOR SALE $5,495,000

E Friars Lane
Woodside
FOR SALE $2,750,000

Fox Hill, Woodside

PRICE UPON REQUEST Bear Gulch Road

Woodside
! FOR SALE $2,250,000

Kings Mountain Road
Woodside

B SALE PENDING
$995,000

B Oak Grove Avenue
Atherton

B SALE PENDING
$5,995,000

Scott Dancer
650.529.2454

scottdancer.com

A

COLDWELL BANKER

@ PREVIEWS 2969 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 94062
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