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apr.com

“_
REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990 L
Reading between the emotional line makes the ALAIN PINEL

. 0 5 ./
difference between finding a house and a home. L BEALTORS

WOODSIDE

Exquisite equestrian estate.
Approximately 54+/- acres are very
usable land with 3 large fenced
pastures and beautiful ocean views.
This 5800+/- sf home is only 8 years
old with 2bd/2ba guest house and
400+/- sf barn and arena.

$5,498,000

MENLO PARK

A white picket fence boasts

B the charm of this traditional

] 4bd/3ba west Menlo Park home.
Conveniently located to downtown
and schools, this light-filled home
has been recently remodeled
offering the best of casual and
formal California living.

$1,995,000

MENLO PARK

Meticulously expanded and
updated 3bd/2.5ba townhome
located in sought after Park Forest
complex in Menlo Park. Formal
LR, formal DR, spacious family
room kitchen, hardwood floors
throughout, private elevator.

$1,610,000

apr.com | MENLO PARK OFFICE 1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100 650.462.1111

apr.com | WOODSIDE OFFICE 2930 WOODSIDE ROAD 650.529.1111 @

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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home of Meg Whitman, the former CEO of eBay.

Unions protest McCain visit

Rick Wathen, a member of the California Teachers Association, protests Republican presidential candidate
John McCain’s appearance at a fundraiser in Atherton on Thursday, May 22. Members of various labor
unions gathered on Edge Road to greet Mr. McCain’s motorcade as it arrived at a luncheon held at the

Photo by Veronica Weber/The Almanac
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Lt. Gen. Joseph F. Fil Jr., shown here as a major
general with two stars, received a third star in
December 2007 upon his departure from Iraq,
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WINE & DINE

OR SOCIALIZE
WITH FRIENDS

INTRODUCING
HAPPY HOUR:
Everyday 4:30-6:30

Oak CIty

Bar & Griul

SERVING CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN CUISINE IN A VIBRANT AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

The new owners of Oak City are offering an exquisite new menu that is
sure to delight the community. Private dining room available...
www.OakCityBarAndGrill.com ¢ 1029 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025

For reservations: 650.321.6882

ATHERTON&ANTIQUES

ESTATE LIQUIDATIONS

o CASA ANTIGUA
o CASA ROSINA

WAREHOUSE SALE

May 23, 24,25,30,31 & June |
Hours: 10 -4

Entire 6000 sq. ft. of antiques, armoires, dining tables, chairs,
lighting, paintings, bedroom furniture, etc.

940 Commercial Way, San Carlos
(650) 322-1600

IF IT’S NOT IN THIS VAULT, IT°S NOT SAFE.

IIII "-. -

| s ) J_s‘. B o )
LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.
A private depository

Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confidentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.

Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confidential records.

WE ARE #1!
There Is No #2
BELIEVE IT!

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR
COMPUTER SYSTEM.REASON—WEHAVENO COMPUTERS.
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

121 First Street, Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel: 650-949-5891 www.losaltosvault.com

It's all at your fingertips:

TheAlmanacOnline.com/real estate
y B —, o &=
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A TOWN MARKET PLACE

ROBERTS MARKE T

1889

SINCE

' 3015 Woodside Road Woodside,
650-851-1511 Open 6:30AM - 8PM

Fresh

' PRODUCE
i \

YELLOW PEACHES

Perlette and Flame

SEEDLESS GRAPES

Fresh

BROCCOLI CROWNS
Vine Ripe

CLUSTER TOMATOES

Special this week at Roberts

MEAT

NEW YORK STEAK
Finger Licken
TRI TIP
B-BACK RIBS

PORK LOIN CHOPS

On Sale

GROCERY

MUIR GLEN ORGANIC WHOLE PEELED TOMATOES $17 99
Szﬂ
3199
FLORIDA's NATURAL HOME SQUEEZED ORANGE JUIE $99
Szy
PALMOLIVE ULTRA ANTIBACTERIAL DISH SOAP ~ $9)49

28 oz. Can — Also Diced

SONOMA DRIED TOMATOES

3oz

STOUFFER'S MACARONI & CHEESE

12 oz. — Also Corn Souftle — Spinach Souffle

64 oz. — Also Plus Calcium

QUAKER CHEWY VARIETY GRANOLA BARS
10 Count — Also Chocolate Chip

25 oz. — Also Original

4 m The Almanac m May 28, 2008

Sale Dates: May 28, 29, 30, 31 www.robertsmarket.com

29,
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Sangiovese is the great red grape of

Tuscany, Italy. It is responsible for Chiantis,

Brunellos, and has become an important

wine in California. The naturally high acid-
ity, and bright, juicy fruit flavors are natu-

ral partners for the highly acidic tomato.
The Sangiovese improves the tomato-based
Joods, and the food improves the wine. Try
it. Youw'll like it.

2005 Felsina “Berardenga”
Chianti Classico
This is serious stuff, and a “best buy.”

2005 Seghesio Sangiovese, $2329
Alexander Valley

One of the best domestic

Sangios, true fo type.

2003 Canalicchio di Sopra, *25%
Rosso di Montalcino

“Baby Brunello”!

The 03 is rich and flavorful

2004 Le Berne, Vino
Nobile de Montepulciano $2729

From the Prugnolo Gentile clone
of Sangiovese. Warm and earthy.

2001 Spuntali

Brunello di Montalcino $6599
“Migration,” Anderson Valley

A greal classic from the

best vintage in many years.

5182

The above wines assort for a 10% case discount.

Deli

Roberts SJvinacﬁ Pear Salad ST 99

\“+ JOHN - GROCERY

| s

RoneTe Tip of the Week

Health Benefits Of
The Tasty Tomato

Tomatoes are terrific when used in salads,
sauces, and salsa. Available in America since
the 1700s, tomatoes were not readily eaten until
the 1800s because they were considered poi-
sonous. Today, the tomato is known as a great-
tasting, low-calorie source of vitamins A and C. It
has even made recent headlines as a cancer-fight-
ing substance. A recent study published in the
Journal of the National Cancer Institute suggests
that lycopene, an antioxidant found in tomato-
based products, lowers a person’s risk of devel-
oping lung, cervical, colon, prostate, and breast
cancer. So now you can enjoy a burger and fries
with a little less guilt, as long as you remember
the ketchup! When shopping, chose well-shaped,
deep red tomatoes that are slightly soft.

Tomatoes are a great ingredient, especially as
the warmer weather approaches. At ROBERTS
MARKET, we carry the absolute freshest produce.
We have quality and juicy vine ripened tomatoes
that are delicious when eaten as a snack! If you
find yourself pressed for time visit our “heat and
eat it” department for wonderful gourmet pre-
pared foods. You can find prepared foods such
as homemade hot soups, sandwiches, salads, and
gourmet foodstuffs.

HINT: Do not refrigerate tomatoes that are not
Jully red or ripened. Cold temperatures destroy
Slavors and stop the ripening process.

Point Reyes Blue Cheese, dried cranberries, glazed
walnuts in lemon olive oil dressing

3 ) In Our Cheese Case

$13.29 b

“--'37'*'? J Point Reyes Blue Cheese handmade

Save S l .Oolb.



Local Ne

Water officials: Conserve now or face rationing later

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

ere we go again: Brace for drought,
Hand hope that next winter bails us
out.

San Mateo County and the Peninsula are
better off than the East Bay, where the East
Bay Municipal Utility District has already
established water rationing.

Faced with a shortage of 200,000 acre
feet of water by Oct. 1, the East Bay district
board enacted a mandatory 15 percent cut
in water usage for its 1.3 million customers
in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.

The situation is not so dire for San Fran-
cisco and the 2.4 million people in four
counties that depend on its Hetch Hetchy
system for water.

“We will stay in the mode of 10 percent
voluntary reduction — the same as last
year,” said Nicole Sandkulla, a senior water
resources engineer for the Bay Area Water

Atherton’s mayor eyes
annexing the neighbors

Supply and Conservation Agency, made
up of the 27 water agencies that buy water
from San Francisco’s Hetch Hetchy water
system.

San Francisco gets its water from a
different watershed that is lower in the
mountains than the East Bay sources, Ms.
Sandkulla said. “Hetch Hetchy will fill this
year. But it’s been one of the driest springs
on record.”

On May 13, the San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission called on its custom-
ers to continue the voluntary conservation
that reduced water consumption by 13
percent last year.

“Cutbacks in water usage are essential to
avoid mandatory consumption limits and
rationing later this year,” the commission’s
press release said. It is targeting a 10 percent
reduction overall.

After one of the driest winters on record
in 2007, state hydrologists are estimating
that this year’s precipitation in the Sierra —

the Bay Area’s primary source of water —
will register at only 70 percent of normal.
“March and April were among the driest
in California’s recorded history,” the press
release states.

Water agencies are urging people to con-
serve and use water carefully, both inside
and out.

Suggestions for saving water indoors
include: turning off the faucet when
brushing teeth, and taking shorter show-
ers; checking for leaks; washing full loads;
replacing old washers and toilets with new
low-energy, low-water units; and installing
low-flow showerheads and faucet aerators
on bathroom and kitchen sinks.

As temperatures rise and plants dry up,
outdoor water use tends to soar on larger
suburban lots. Suggestions for outdoor
water savings include: reducing lawns
and planting native or drought-tolerant
landscaping; sweeping pavements with a
broom, not a hose; washing cars only with

a hose that has an automatic shut-off; and
watering early in the morning or late at
night, when it’s cool.

Some water agencies have free water-sav-
ing kits and educational materials. Some
give rebates on new toilets or washers. &

Em INFORMATION

Here are some contacts:

M San Francisco PUC, Water Conserva-
tion Section, 415-551-4730 or go to sfwa-
ter.org.

W BAWSCA, 349-3000 or bawsca.org or
watersavinghero.com.

W Menlo Park Municipal Water District,
330-6763.

M California Water Service Co., Bear
Gulch District, 367-6800, or calwater.com/
conservation.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

therton mayor Jim Janz is
serious about exploring
e possibility of annexing

unincorporated neighborhoods
between the town and Redwood
City.

Mr. Janz made
his pitch for the
potential ben-
efits of expand-
ing Atherton’s
borders at the
annual meeting
of the Atherton
Civic Interest League on May 15.
Annexation could bring the town
two things it needs, according to
Mr. Janz — sales tax revenues and
multi-family housing.

Atherton is under pressure from
the state to plan for new housing
affordable to a variety of income
levels, he said. Town officials are
also looking for a steady source
of revenue that might replace the
town’s parcel tax, which expires
in June 2010. Atherton has no

commercially zoned property, so
it can’t rely on sales tax revenue to
fund town services.

“We're going to have to have
multi-family housing, and we
don’t want to subdivide our lots,”
Mr. Janz said. “Multi-family
housing and commercial (prop-
erties) are there already in the
surrounding areas.”

In particular, Mr. Janz said
he was looking at the area along
Middlefield Road, up to 5th
Avenue, east of El Camino Real.
The area is controlled by San
Mateo County and is considered
to be part of Redwood City’s
sphere of influence. Mr. Janz said
Redwood City council members
are “quite interested” in the idea,
and that the two county supervi-
sors he spoken with told him that
annexation is worth pursuing.

“I came up with the idea 10 or
15 years ago, but I never thought it
would get any traction,” Mr. Janz
said.

There are several potential

See ANNEX, page 8

Whatsa matter?

Never see a goat on a bench? Bud Wendell of Menlo Park recently photographed this goat
relaxing on a bench, with a protective mate nearby, at Sharon Hills Park off of Valparaiso Avenue,
just west of the Alameda de las Pulgas, in Menlo Park. As it has for years, the city of Menlo Park
brings in several hundred goats in the spring to eat tall weeds and grass in the parks.

Photo by Bud Wendell

Family, friends celebrate life of former city manager Mike Bedwell

By Marion Softky

Almanac Staff Writer

ew cities have been as shaped
Fby one man. From 1959 to
1991, Mike Bedwell’s steady
hand, jovial presence, and quick

quips helped grow Menlo Park
from a small, progressive city to
a Silicon Valley powerhouse. And
through many controversies, trying
times, and even danger, everyone
still seemed to like Mike.

“Mike had a wonderful talent to

get along with antagonists from
both sides. That amazed me,” said
former Councilman Doug Dupen,
who served between 1972 and 1982
during the city’s most tumultuous
times. “He built the town.”

Mr. Bedwell died March 9 in

Escondido after a long fight with
heart and lung problems. He was
77.

Family friends and former col-
leagues will gather at 1 p.m.
Saturday, May 31, at the council
chambers in the Civic Center

between Laurel and Alma streets,
to celebrate Mr. Bedwell’s life
and tenure, and to tell stories
and share laughs. There will be
refreshments.

See BEDWELL, page 8
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NEWS

Is Atherton’s ACIL taking on political role?

B Council candidate
accuses “neutral” group
of supporting her
opponent.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

re the two candidates for
Athe Atherton City Council
telling the truth about each
other? The nonprofit Atherton

Civic Interest League is taking on
that issue and on May 22 — less
than two weeks before the June 3
special election — issued a press
release that comes out squarely in
favor of candidate Jim Dobbie and
dismisses Elizabeth Lewis™ asser-
tions.

“It’s shocking to me that they’re
being so vicious,” Ms. Lewis told
The Almanac.

The ACIL asked both Mr. Dob-
bie and Ms. Lewis to give factual
background for several statements
made in their campaign literature,
and to retract any statements not
supported by facts.

In its press release, the ACIL
dismisses as “hearsay” Ms. Lewis’
claims that Mr. Dobbie “confront-
ed young football players during
practice” and asked them to vacate

the Menlo-Atherton High School
field, and that his supporters “used
intimidating behavior to prevent
these youths from using public
fields”

The issue touches on the ongoing
dispute over a town ordinance that
restricts the use of public school
fields for non-school activities, with
Pop Warner youth football officials
at odds with town officials and
some Lindenwood residents.

“My statements are absolutely
true, they’re not hearsay,” Ms. Lewis
said, adding the report of the inci-
dent between Mr. Dobbie and Pop
Warner football players came from
the team’s coach, Greg Baty.

Mr. Dobbie strongly refutes that
accusation, saying he only spoke
with Mr. Baty about town ordi-
nances and then left.

“I never talked to any players, at
any time, or in any way threatened
any young players,” Mr. Dobbie
said. “I have five grandchildren in
town, I go to all kinds of (youth
sports) games all the time.”

On the other hand, the ACIL
release doesn’t take issue with
the supporting evidence given by
Mr. Dobbie for his assertions that
developers support Ms. Lewis’
campaign, and that there are safety

issues for children walking to Lau-
rel and Encinal schools.

“Have you seen her campaign
finance (statement)? Fifty-five per-

cent of her contributions are from  Ms. Lewis said she has been falsely
developers or people associated
with the commercial real estate
business,” Mr. Dobbie said.

characterized as someone who

See ACIL, page 18

Atherton campaign spending hits $40,000

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

s the special June 3 election approaches, cam-

Alzaign spending by Atherton’s City Council

andidates, Elizabeth Lewis and Jim Dobbie,

is shifting into high gear. They are running to fill the

two years remaining on the term of Alan Carlson,
who resigned from the council in December.

According to campaign financial statements that
cover the period from March 18 to May 17, Ms. Lewis
has raised — and spent — more money than Mr.
Dobbie.

Ms. Lewis raised $19,274 in cash, as well as non-
monetary contributions valued at $2,689, during
the statement period, bringing her campaign total
to $22,459.

Mr. Dobbie’s campaign reported raising $12,227
during the period. With an additional $2,000 in
contributions after the financial report was filed, the
total raised by his campaign is $18,761.

Ms. Lewis was the top donor to her own cam-
paign, with $1,500 in cash and $939 in nonmon-
etary contributions. She had six $1,000 donors
to her campaign. They are listed as: James Law,
partner in Law & Associates commercial real estate

firm; Charles King III, partner in Charles King &
Associates commercial real estate firm; John Wor-
thing, a real estate investor with Worthing Capital;
Jillian Manus-Salzman, literary agency president of
Maus & Associates; the Silicon Valley Association of
Realtors through the California Real Estate Political
Action Committee (CREPAC); and Steve Dostart,
president of Dostart Development Co.

Mr. Dobbie’s top donors are Paul Wythes, venture
capitalist, and Herman Christensen, retired, who
each gave $1,800. Venture capitalist Bill Draper
and his wife Phyllis donated $1,000. The two other
$1,000 donors are Eric Roberts, a self-employed art
dealer, and Robert C. Wilson, retired.

Mr. Dobbie reported spending most of his money
— $15,941 over the course of his campaign — with
$13,130 spent during the two-month financial
statement period. He reported spending $6,981 on
newspaper advertisements, $3,260 on campaign
materials and printing, $1,950 on postage, and $675
on signs.

Ms. Lewis reported spending $23,981 over the
course of her campaign. She reported spending
$8,901 on printing services for campaign literature,
$6,664 on newspaper ads, $2,473 on postage and
$787 on T-shirts.
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June 7-8, 2008

10:00 am—5:00 pm
Sunset Headquarters
Menlo Park, California

Celebration Weekend Where the pages of Sunset come to life

« Artisanal food and wine tastings
» Celebrity chef cooking demonstrations
« Sunset garden and healthy living seminars

« Live music, hands-on activities, boutique
vendors and more!

Free shuttle from:

* Sun Microsystems: 1601 Willow Road,
east of Highway 101 (Receive $1 off admission
when you park at Sun Microsystems.)

* Menlo Park train station

For stage schedules and event information

Tickets: go to: sunset.com/cw

General admission $12

Seniors (60+) $10 > Al

Children (12 and under) Free CHRYSLER HAWAIIAN ice
BANKMWEST @ e — @973

Wheve siwple gooness begins.®
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NEWS

DA says ex-Atherton cop
investigated his own crime

B Clark Yee faces felony charges over
stolen golf clubs.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

t must have been one heck of a set of golf clubs.
I Former Atherton police officer Clark Yee,

29, is facing four felony charges stemming from
the sale of a set of clubs stolen from an unlocked car
parked in an Atherton driveway.

Mr. Yee, a Daly City resident, pleaded not guilty
in Redwood City Munici-
pal Court on May 19 on
two counts of filing false
police reports, one count
of possessing stolen prop-
erty, and one count of
selling stolen property.

Mr. Yee’s attorney, Wil-
liam Rapoport of Redwood City, did not return The
Almanac’s calls seeking comment. Mr. Yee is free on
$100,000 bail.

While there is no evidence that Mr. Yee took the
golf clubs from the car in October, surveillance cam-
era footage identified him as the man who brought
the clubs to Golf Mart in South San Francisco and
traded them in for store credit, said San Mateo
County Chief Deputy District Attorney Steve Wag-
staffe.

“He must be a golfer,” Mr. Wagstaffe said, adding
that stolen property is usually sold for cash, not store
credit.

The victim, who was looking to replace his 14
stolen clubs, recognized 12 of them among the used
golf clubs for sale at Golf Mart, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
“It’s not like they were monogrammed or anything.
He just recognized them right away,” he said.

I can’t tell you how many times crimes
get blamed on some guy named Omar.

STEVE WAGSTAFFE, CHIEF DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY

tim reportd
victim reported
his discovery to
police, Mr. Yee was one of the police officers involved
in the investigation, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

“The main charges are for filing false police
reports while investigating his own crime,” Mr.
Wagstaffe said.

Once Mr. Yee became the suspect, he told inves-
tigators that he unknowingly purchased the stolen
clubs online from someone named Omar who
posted them on Craigslist, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

“T can't tell you
how many times crimes
get blamed on some
guy named Omar,” Mr.
Wagstaffe said. “I don’t
know why they pick that
name.”

Mr. Yee’s home
computers were seized and searched, and investiga-
tors concluded that the golf clubs were not purchased
online, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

While the investigation was going on, Mr. Yee
resigned from the Atherton Police Department. The
department had placed him on paid administrative
leave and been running a parallel personnel investi-
gation, said police Chief Bob Brennan. Mr. Yee was
an Atherton police officer for more than five years
and had no other complaints against him, Chief
Brennan said.

Mr. Wagstaffe could not give an exact value of the
stolen golf clubs, but said that they were worth at
least $1,000 and possibly quite a bit more. The two
other stolen golf clubs are still missing, he said.

Mr. Yee is scheduled to appear in Superior Court
on June 4 for a case review conference, Mr. Wagstaffe
said. B

City Council approves bike tunnel study

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

m MENLO WATCH

declaration, is available at the
Menlo Park Library at 800 Alma
St.

REAL ESTATE O&A

-~

by Monica Corman

Tips for Buying a Condo/Townhouse |

P

Q: I am about to make an offer
on a townhouse and am concerned
that the home inspection includes
details about the interior of the unit
but very little about the exterior. I was
told this is because the Homeowners
Association pays for exterior repairs
and maintenance but shouldn’t I be
concerned about the condition of the
entire complex since I would be partly
responsible for repairs?

A:  Yes, you should be aware of the
condition of the common area of the
entire complex, not just the interior of
your unit. A good home inspection will
include a general assessment of the
condition of the exterior walls, roof,
garage, and common areas. You will

also be provided with a disclosure from
the Homeowners Association that will
include details about past repairs and
present and future assessments. You will
receive financial statements and minutes
from Homeowner Association meet-
ings held during the past year. Read all
documentation carefully because you
will learn a great deal from it. When you
purchase a condo or townhouse you are
agreeing to share responsibility with other
owners for decisions and expenses shared
in common. You want to be sure that the
HOA members work well together and
that they manage maintenance, insur-
ance and other issues in a responsible
and cooperative manner. This is the kind
of complex you will want to buy into.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
T also offer a free market analysis of your property.

Calla Kicks

1060 Evelyn Street
Menlo Park, CA
650-328-5425

When A Little Help is

enlo Park is a small
step closer to building
a bike tunnel under the

Caltrain tracks.

City Council members voted
4-1 at their May 20 meeting to
authorize the city to pay a con-
sultant $41,000 to study where a
bike tunnel could be built.

The tunnel is tentatively
planned for somewhere between
Ravenswood Avenue and San
Francisquito Creek. The study
would identify a specific location
and determine the cost of the
project.

Councilman John Boyle
opposed the study, arguing the
council should wait for city-led
plans to revamp properties along
El Camino Real to move forward
before trying to pinpoint a loca-
tion for a bike tunnel.

Other council members noted
that the studies and planning for
the bike tunnel would take sev-
eral years, and the tunnel could
still be built in conjunction with a

greater plan for El Camino Real.

Menlo Park resident Sue Kay-
ton, the one resident to speak
about the issue at the May 20
meeting, urged the council to
wait on the bike tunnel study. She
noted that the train tracks may
be raised or lowered to accom-
modate high-speed trains, which
would make the tunnel study
useless.

“Let’s wait until we know what’s
happening with the Caltrain
tracks, and we know what’s hap-
pening with those businesses on El
Camino Real,” Ms. Kayton said.

Plans to widen
U.S. Highway 101

The environmental study
associated with the California
Department of Transportation’s
plans to widen U.S. 101 between
Marsh Road in Menlo Park and
Embarcadero Road in Palo Alto
are available for public review.

The study, called a negative

Caltrans wants to widen the
freeway to make room for an
auxiliary lane in each direction
to ease congestion.

Candidates sought
for commissions

Menlo Park is accepting appli-
cations to fill openings on six of
its seven City Council-appointed
commissions.

There are three openings
on the Planning Commission,
two on the Housing Commis-
sion, two on the Environmental
Quality Commission, and one
each on the Parks and Recre-
ation, Bicycle and Library com-
missions.

To print out an application for
any of the openings, and to view
the full list of vacancies, including
the start dates and lengths of each
term, go to www.MenloPark.org
and under “Latest News Releases”
click on “Notice of Commission
Vacancies.” B

All You Need

e Peace of Mind

o Dignity

e Independence

¢ Personal Care & Bathing

e Nutritious Meals
¢ Light Housekeeping

¢ Transportation & Errands

¢ Companionship

® Medication Reminders
¢ Hourly & 24-Hour Care
* Bonded and Insured

¢ Child Care / Nanny Services also available

1340 S. De Anza Boulevard, San Jose, CA 95129
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Family, friends celebrate life of
Mike Bedwell, former city manager

BEDWELL

continued from page 5

Looking around Menlo
Park now, one can see Mr.
Bedwell’s legacy. For start-
ers: Bayfront Park, created
from the former Marsh

Mike Bedwell's
advice for his
successor: “Get under
your desk. Keep an
open mind and a

| sense of humor.”

Road Dump, famously

called Mt. Trashmore. Ratty apart-
ments along Willow Road were
replaced with housing for 130
low-income families as part of a
redevelopment agency. The old
buildings from World War II
Dibble General Hospital have been
replaced by the modern Civic Cen-
ter built around a landscaped duck
pond.

These accomplishments — and
others — took enormous skill at
dealing with different — often
conflicting — people, and man-
aging a complex city bureaucracy.
Beyond his wit, humor and genial
personality, Mr. Bedwell was thor-
oughly rational and extremely
competent, said Jack Jorgenson,
a close friend and longtime city
attorney, who will give the eulo-
gy at the Saturday gathering. “I
don’t remember ever seeing Mike
engaged in an emotional display.”

Mr. Jorgenson noted another
skill that Mr. Bedwell showed in
dealing with wildly disagreeing
members of city councils. “The
first duty of a city manager is the
care and feeding of city councils
so they can do their jobs,” Mr. Jor-
genson added. “Mike was terrific
at that. He did it in spades.”

In afinal interview after 26 years
as city manager, Mr. Bedwell had
this advice for his successor. “Get
under your desk,” he said. “Keep
an open mind and a sense of
humor. Be sure to laugh.”

Politics in the blood

Mike Bedwell was born in Lone
Pine, California, near Death Val-
ley, of a pioneering family from
the gold mining town of Bodie,
California.

He was proud of his political
forebears. His maternal grand-
mother was the first woman to be
elected as a county tax collector
and assessor in California. Three
ofhis grandmother’s brothers were
county supervisors. And his father
was president of the Escondido
school board.

In 1934, Mike’s family moved
to Escondido, and planted the
avocado and citrus ranch where
he grew up. He later retired there to
maintain and preserve it for future
Bedwells.

Mike graduated from Pomona
College in 1952, and attended Cla-
remont Men’s College before being
commissioned as a lieutenant in
the Navy during the Korean War.

After leaving the Navy, Mike

earned a one-year public service
scholarship with the Coro Foun-
dation in San Francisco. There he
met Carleen, another Coro fellow,
whom he married in 1958.

At Coro, Mike also met another
fellow, John Johnson, who went on
to become city manager in Menlo
Park. In 1959, Mr. Johnson hired
Mr. Bedwell as his assistant city
manager. In 1964, Mr. Bedwell
became city manager when Mr.
Johnson left for along career at the
Palo Alto Medical Clinic.

“Mike could get a hostile crowd
laughing better than anyone I ever
knew,” Mr. Johnson said. “He
used short, quick, humorous com-
ments. And he could do it over and
over and over.”

Growing Menlo Park

When Mike Bedwell came to
Menlo Park in 1959, the town
council sweltered in an un-air-
conditioned, temporary building
left over from the World War II
Dibble General Hospital.

When he retired in 1991, he pre-
sided over a modern city with 188
city employees and a budget of $13
million, from an air-conditioned
office overlooking the landscaped
duck pond in a modern civic cen-
ter.

Some of Mr. Bedwell’s greatest
challenges revolved around the
revolt against the Willow Free-
way/Expressway, which would
have slashed through the Willows
residential neighborhood; near-vi-
olent protests against the Vietnam
War; and the tax revolt launched
by Proposition 13 in 1978.

By 1971, Willows residents
fighting the proposed expressway
through their neighborhood man-
aged to elect Bob Stephens to the
council. That ended the congenial
“old boys” council that had run
Menlo Park for generations. A
1972 advisory vote came out 3-1
against the Willow Expressway,
Mr. Stephens recalled.

From then on to the present,
the council has been divided over
a succession of issues. “It’s been
that way ever since,” Mr. Dupen
said.

But Mr. Bedwell managed to
keep the city functioning despite
conflicts on the council. “He had
such a pleasant personality it was
hard to pick a fight with him,”
Mr. Stephens told The Almanac.
“He was always looking for con-
sensus.” B
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and dancing in the musical.

Eighth-graders stage

By Robina Riccitiello

Special to The Almanac

Photo by Robina Riccitiello
Woodside School students rehearse for their eighth-grade operetta, Disney'’s “High School Musical,”
which will play June 4 to 7 at the school auditorium. In a scene from the popular musical, Sharpay flirts
madly with Troy, as her brother and the new girl look on. The actors are, from left, John Gilhuly, Ari
Lindsay, Beau Baldwin and Elayne Hovsmith. Every eighth-grade student at Woodside School is singing

‘High School Musical’

the brainiacs, played by Kate Riccitiello, and Troy’s
best basketball buddy, played by Marshall Gifford,
try to keep Troy and Gabriella from audition-
ing for the play. But the shy teenage playwright,

played by Athena Zouzounis,

oodside School’s eighth-graders are
busy rehearsing for —
their production of About the author: Robina Riccitiello encourages the pair, over the

“High School Musical,” which s a freelance journalist and the parent  objections of the drama teacher,

will premiere June 4. The pro-

of an actor in this play.

Ali Maahs, and the basketball

duction, based on the popular

Disney movie about a high school full of singing
jocks and brainiacs, will include every member of
Woodside’s eighth-grade class.

It’s a Woodside School tradition, dating to the
early 1960s, to have each graduating class stage
an operetta — or musical. From kindergarten,
students look forward to performing in their
own operetta.

Producing the Operetta is a team effort involv-
ing hundreds of hours of rehearsal by the kids and
countless hours of set building, costume and set
designing, and prop collecting by the parents.

The musical’s catchy anthem, “Were All in
This Together,” describes the behind-the-scenes
operetta effort, too.

“High School Musical” tells the story of a
popular basketball player, Troy, played by Beau
Baldwin, and a brainiac girl, Gabriella, played by
Elayne Hovsmith, who fall for each other, despite
coming from different high school cliques.

When they decide to audition for the high
school musical, the teens throw the school into
a frenzy, especially the flamboyant leader of
the drama club, played by Ari Lindsay, and her
brother, played by John Gilhuly. The lively num-
ber, “Stick to the Status Quo,” highlights how
hard it is for kids to step out of their expected
high school roles and try something new.

As the show progresses, the unofficial leader of

coach, Travis McHugh.

Other lead actors include Camille Stroe,
Andrew Zaky and Scott Zimmerman.

The energetic production is directed by Elena
Mori, who has spent every afternoon since early
April coaching the kids. Ruthanne Smith, as
musical director, has coaxed the high notes and
complicated rhythms out of the teens. And Patti
Michelsen has choreographed the exuberant
dance steps that have every eighth-grader mov-
ing in sync.

The producers — parents Alexandra Gifford,
Daran Reinholm, Jennifer Edwards and Tracy
Zaky — have had to be flexible and resourceful.
When one of the kids who played a “skater dude”
in the show broke both ankles in May, they had
to scramble to build a wheelchair-accessible
ramp for the stage. That student will now be roll-
ing around the stage in a wheelchair instead of
on a skateboard. B

m SHOW TIMES

The show will debut Wednesday, June 4, at 5:30

p.m. at the Sellman Auditorium at Woodside School,
3195 Woodside Road. A second early show will play
Thursday, June 5. The Friday and Saturday night shows
play at 7 p.m. For tickets, contact Deanna Tanner at
851-1571. The show usually sells out, but lastminute
tickets often are available at the door.

ANNEX

continued from page 5

pitfalls to the annexation idea. In
the first place, it usually costs more
to serve an annexed area than a
town could expect to receive in

increased revenues, Mr. Janz said.
Atherton first would need to do a
cost-benefit study, and if the num-
bers work out, get political buy-in
from the residents of Atherton and
the unincorporated area.

Annexation would also require
approval by the Board of Supervi-
sors and Redwood City’s City
Council, as well as the Local
Agency Formation Committee, he
said. @
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MP mayor to seek re-election

B Councilman Andy Cohen is the first to throw
a hat in ring for November council election.

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

€ € Y’m ready for another four
years.”

With that statement,
Menlo Park Mayor Andy Cohen
announced his intent to run for a
second term on the City Council,
and kicked off the city’s 2008
campaign season.

Mayor Cohen is the first person
to publicly declare candidacy
for the Nov. 4 council election,
choosing to do so in an interview
with The Almanac.

“T like this job, I like serving
my city, so I want to keep at it,”
Mr. Cohen said. He noted that
he’s working with a team of close
advisers to start strategizing for
the election.

Councilwoman Kelly Fergus-
son, whose term is also up this
year, told The Almanac she is
“not prepared to comment” on
whether she will seek a second
term.

Mr. Cohen and Ms. Fergusson
campaigned together in 2004.
They don’t vote in lockstep, but
do agree on many issues, and are
part of the council’s four-person
majority that also includes Rich-

ard Cline and
Heyward Rob-
inson.

That majority o
is generally more ’{ﬁi Deit4
opposed to new w
development i
and its effects, Andy Cohen
such asincreased

traffic, than the other side, cur-
rently represented on the council
by John Boyle.

The filing period for the Nov. 4
election opens July 14. To appear
on the ballot, candidates must file
the appropriate paperwork with
the city clerk by Aug. 8, said David
Tom, San Mateo County elections
manager.

About Cohen

Mr. Cohen, a retired workers’
compensation judge, is known
for displaying strong opinions
behind the dais that have put him
at odds with various groups.

He was the lone council mem-
ber to vote against the original
135-condo Derry project. He also
cast the only opposing vote to the
Stanford/Rosewood Hotel and
office complex being built at Sand
Hill Road and Interstate 280. (Ms.
Fergusson did not vote on the

hotel project due to a conflict of
interest.)

In each case, Mr. Cohen said he
was acting in the best interests of
residents because the proposed
development was too intense for
Menlo Park.

“T do not have one iota of
regret,” Mr. Cohen said of the
votes he cast. “There’s a theme
that runs through what I do — I
try and speak up for the little
guy.”

Mr. Cohen has also opposed
plans to build housing projects in
the city’s Linfield Oaks neighbor-
hood, blasted plans for Dumbar-
ton Rail and high-speed rail to cut
through Menlo Park, and sided
with neighbors who have called
for more stringent environmental
review of the Menlo Park City
School District’s plans to remodel
Oak Knoll School.

Mr. Cohen said that two of
the key issues facing the city
over the next four years are city-
sponsored efforts to revamp
properties along El Camino Real,
and deciding how to develop the
city’s M-2 industrial district east
of U.S. 101.

He said he would like Peninsula
cities to collaborate more on cer-
tain issues — something he’s
stressed in organizing a May 28
forum devoted to homelessness. B

Menlo Park faces $1 million budget deficit

B City manager says city should draw from
reserves, and keep utility tax rate at 1 percent.

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park is facing a
projected $1.01 mil-
lion budget deficit for

the fiscal year that starts July 1,
but City Manager Glen Rojas
says there’s no need to panic.

Instead, he’s suggesting the
city try to ride out the current
storm of national and state-wide
economic problems, and see if
the local economy improves.

Mr. Rojas released the first
copy of his proposed 2008-09
fiscal year budget on May 22.

According to the 200-page
document, the city is expected
to spend about $38.24 million
in the fiscal year starting July 1,
and collect about $37.23 million
in revenues.

Rather than make any drastic
budget cuts, or raise the util-
ity tax rate from the current 1
percent tax on all utility bills,
Mr. Rojas is suggesting the city
pull the $1.01 million needed to
cover its costs from its $24 mil-
lion reserve fund. The utility tax
should stay at the current level

for at least another year, Mr.
Rojas said in a report attached
to the budget document.

“The availability of adequate
reserves provides an opportu-
nity to take a longer term view,
allowing for a more thoughtful
process toward a sustainable
spending plan — neither over-
committing city resources nor
over-correcting for near-term
conditions,” Mr. Rojas said in
the report.

Council members will discuss
the budget at their June 3 meet-
ing, which will start at 7 p.m. in
the council chambers at the Civ-
ic Center, between Laurel and
Alma streets. Council members
are expected to approve the final
budget document at their June
17 meeting.

Why the deficit?

The city’s expenditures are
expected to rise 6.3 percent in
the next fiscal year as revenues
grow just 1.5 percent, and a big
chunk of the rising costs are tied
to personnel.

Personnel costs are projected
to increase $2.1 million, par-

tially due to two sets of salary
increases for the city’s 39 line-
level police officers — a 6 per-
cent increase scheduled for July
6 and a 3 percent increase set for
January 2009, both approved by
the current council. For the first
time in several years, the police
department is expected to be
fully staffed, adding to projected
personnel costs.

The city has also added 4.75
full-time-equivalent positions
to the payroll in the past year,
including a community engage-
ment manager, business devel-
opment specialist, and computer
support technician.

About $27 million (71 percent)
of the city’s costs are projected
to be personnel expenditures,
according to the budget.

Could be OK

But if past budgets are any
indicator, the projected deficit
could turn into a surplus by
year’s end.

Last June, the city was esti-
mating that revenues would
fall about $1.59 million short of
expenditures after the council
reduced the utility tax rate for

See BUDGET, page 18
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE

INVITES APPLICATIONS
FOR COMMITTEES

—

BicyCLE COMMITTEE
Meets third Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.;
appointment for a two year term.

The Committee advises and recommends to
the Town council on the policies for planning,
developing, maintaining, and usage of Town's

bikeways system and provides an open forum E

for bicycle issues.

CONSERVATION AND

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00

p.m.; appointment for a two year term.
The Committee advises and assists the Town
Council, Planning Commission, and staff on
conservation., open space, noise, public services

and facilities as pertaining to the elements of the
Town's General Plan.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Thursday of each month at 5:00
P.M.; appointment for a one year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Council
and staff in implementing the policies and goals
of the open Space and Conservation Elements
of the General Plan, specifically with respect to
acquisition and. maintenance of conservation
easements and open space preservation.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Meets first Thursday of each month, 7:30
p-m.; appointment for a one year term.

The Committee guides the activities of the com-
munity recreation programs.

TRAILS COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 3:00
p-m.; appointment for a two year term.

The Committee reviews land divisions, subdivi-
sions and conditional use permits for locations
for equestrian, pedestrian and bicycle trails and
makes recommendations to staff and to the
Planning Commission.

Committee appointments are volunteer positions and
serve in an advisory capacity to the Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and
applications Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.. 12
noon and 1 5:00 p.m. at Town Hall, 2955 Woodside
Road, on the web site at www.woodsidetown.orq, or
telephone (650) 851 6790. Deadline for applications is
Monday, June 2, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

Published in THE ALMANAC on May 7, 14, 21, 28 2008.
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Threats to police officers lead
to arrest of homeless woman

Menlo Park police have arrest-
ed a homeless woman after
discovering language in her
personal belongings and on the
walls of the alley where she lives
that threaten the lives of police
officers.

Police booked Judith Ann
Schwartz, 54, into San Mateo
County jail on May 15 on charges
of making terrorist threats, said
Chief Deputy District Attorney
Steve Wagstaffe in a report.

Ms. Schwartz, who has been
assigned an attorney from the
county’s private defender pro-
gram, pleaded not guilty at a
May 21 arraignment before
Municipal Court Commissioner
Stephanie Garratt. A prelimi-

nary hearing is scheduled for 9
a.m. Monday, June 2.

In her belongings, police found
a trespassing citation on which
she had written the words “Perse-
cution” and “Die Mother----er”
next to the name of the officer
who had issued her the citation,
Mr. Wagstaffe said.

Ms. Schwartz repeated the
threat regarding that particular
officer when asked about the cita-
tion, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

Officers then visited the alley
where she lives and found state-
ments “all over the wall about
killing Menlo Park police offi-
cers,” Mr. Wagstaffe said. Ms.
Schwartz has a “long history of
hating police officers,” he said.

Students arrested in Atherton burglary

Two Menlo-Atherton High
School students confessed to
taking about $2,000 in cash and
other items from an Atherton
home May 20, police reported.

A resident, who lives near the
high school on the first block of
Maple Leaf Way, returned home
and discovered the burglary
around 12:50 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 20, police said.

Canvassing the neighborhood
for witnesses, Atherton police
officers questioned high school
staff, who identified two juvenile
male students as suspects.

The two teens were arrested
and booked into Hillcrest juve-
nile facility on burglary charges.
Most of the stolen property
was recovered, according to an
Atherton police press release.

Woman imprisoned for embezzlement, theft

Menlo Park resident Audrey
Everson Leonard is now in state
prison after pleading “no contest”
in San Mateo County Superior
Court to charges of embezzle-
ment and theft.

In exchange for five years in
prison, Ms. Leonard, 51, agreed
in an April 30 plea bargain to
one count of embezzlement
and two counts of theft involv-
ing financial abuse of elders,
Deputy District Attorney Karen

Guidotti said. Ms. Leonard also
admitted to having stolen over
$200,000.

Police alleged in December
2006, when Ms. Leonard was
arrested, that she had defrauded
more than 70 people of more
than $1.4 million since 1999,
partly through the use of phony
charity organizations. Many of
the fraud charges were dropped
since they have a three-year stat-
ute of limitations.

In handing down the sentence,
Judge Clifford Cretan gave Ms.
Leonard credit for the 345 days
she spent in San Mateo County
jail, Ms. Guidotti said.

She will be eligible for parole after
having served 50 percent of her
five-year term, Ms. Guidotti said.

The lengthy investigation was
a consequence of investigators
continually finding new charg-
es against Ms. Leonard, Ms.
Guidotti said.

Burglary probe: Police return Purple Heart to owner

By Rory Brown

Almanac Staff Writer

ust in time for Memorial Day,
Menlo Park Police returned
a stolen World War II-era
urple Heart medal to its owner.
The Purple Heart, which has
the inscription “Patrick J. Mon-
roe” on it, was among the items
recovered by law enforcement as
part of an ongoing investigation
into a string of burglaries on the
Midpeninsula.
Menlo Park Detective Jeff Kee-
gan said the Purple Heart owners
—who are relatives of Mr. Monroe

— saw local media reports about
the medal being recovered, and
contacted the police.

He said the relatives asked to
remain anonymous.

Officers from Menlo Park and
other Peninsula cities are still
investigating the recent string of
burglaries, and have identified
several suspects, Mr. Keegan said.

A break in the case came on
May 16, when a Palo Alto resident
returned to his Ross Road home at
about 12:25 p.m. and discovered
an unknown pickup truck in the
driveway with a number of his
possessions, including a computer

and flat screen television, con-
cealed among gardening tools in
the pickup bed. He removed the
keys from the truck’s ignition and
called police.

Officers were unable to find the
burglars, and the suspects remain
atlarge, but a follow-up investiga-
tion of the incident linked other
burglaries in Palo Alto and Menlo
Park to the same suspects.

Mr. Keegan said the names of
the suspects will be released once
police make arrests in the case. B

—Bay City News Service
contributed to this report.

GIDEON HAUSNER JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN A STUDENT-CENTERED ENVIRONMENT

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY — REDUCED TUITION
FOR NEW INCOMING 7TH GRADE STUDENTS

Call Now for More Information
Audrey Fox, Director of Admission
650-494-8200 ext. 104 afox@hausner.com
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in learning?

Is your current 6th grader ready for:

A progressive educational environment filled with personal
attention and Jewish values?
A place where exemplary faculty teach to the whole student?
A dynamic community filled with students actively engaged

A generous donor has provided a grant to make tuition greatly
reduced for applicants who meet our admission criteria.
No financial qualification required.

Innovative Academic Programs ¢ Music, Arts & Athletics
State of the Art Multi-Media Centers ¢ Science Labs & Library
Nationally Recognized Philanthropy Program

CAIS Accredited

A Beneficiary of the JCF
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‘Holy Rollers’ to race across America

Cycling fans have called Race
Across America (RAAM) “the
world’s toughest bike race, “ but
that doesn’t discourage the four-
person team of everyday riders
from Valley Presbyterian Church
in Portola Valley, who called
themselves Team H4 or “Holy
Rollers Hammering for Habitat
Homes,” says Kelly Brieger of
Valley Presbyterian Church.

The bike team, which includes
Rafael Ornes, Joel Phillips, Sally
Phillips and Michelle Santihano,
will take part in Race Across
American’s 3,000-mile ride from
Oceanside, California, to Annap-
olis, Maryland, June 11-20.

The riders hope to draw atten-
tion to Peninsula Habitat for
Humanity, the local nonprofit
organization building afford-
able homes for low-income
families. They hope their endur-
ance efforts will raise $50,000
for Peninsula Habitat.

Rather than get “mile spon-
sorship,” they decided to have a
series of events to raise awareness
about the ride. Recently they
scheduled a three-day practice,
starting from Peninsula Habitat’s
current construction site on Lin-
coln Avenue in Redwood City.

Valley Presbyterian Church
has been hosting rest stops
outside the church to provide
refreshments to riders who fol-
low the popular “loop” around

Sand Hill and Alpine roads. The
cycling team has also gone into
local schools, such as Woodland
School in Ladera, to talk about
the race.

Cyclist Ornes of Menlo Park
is Valley Presbyterian Church’s
minister of music. Mr. and Mrs.
Phillips have been members of
the church since 2001. Ms. San-
tilhano, a Menlo Park resident,
is a member of Menlo Park Pres-
byterian Church. While the four
riders consider themselves endur-
ance riders, none are professional

Photo by Karen Russell
Planning to race for Habitat for Humanity are, from left, Rafael Ornes,
Michelle Santilhano, Sally Phillips and Joel Phillips.

cyclists.

The support crew for the rid-
ers consists of Stanford student
Mary Elting and husband, Mat-
thew, church members Anne
Hubble, Cathy Paniagua, Karen
Russell, and Pastor Mark Good-
man-Morris.

For more information, visit
the Team H biking Web site and
blog at www.valleypreschurch.
org/TeamH4. To learn more
about Peninsula Habitat for
Humanity, visit their Web site
at www.peninsulahabitat.org

Sunset Celebration Weekend set for June 7-8 in MP

Sunset magazine will host its
11th annual Celebration Weekend
on Saturday and Sunday, June
7 and 8, at its Menlo Park head-
quarters at 80 Willow Road.

Ted Allen of Bravo television
channel’s “Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy” and “Top Chef”
will be a special guest.

The Eco-Lounge will showcase
Sunset’s favorite eco-friendly out-
door furnishings and green prod-
ucts and will host an eco-fashion
show. Presentations will include
tips on how to have a greener
home and ways to live a healthy
energy-efficient lifestyle.

Cooking demonstrations on
the food and entertaining stage
will include Ted Allen preparing
dishes with Robert Mondavi wine
at 12:30 p.m. Saturday; Joseph
Keller of Bistro Zinc preparing
fresh tomato soup with crab
guacamole at 3:30 p.m.; and Bev
Gannon of Hawaiian Airlines
preparing macadamia nut-crust-

ed mahi mahi at 4:30 p.m.

On Sunday, Joey Altman,
host of KRON Channel 4’s food
show, “Without Reservations,”
will prepare a panini of brie,
figs, prosciutto and arugula at
2:30 p.m.; and Amy Machnak
of Sunset magazine will prepare
fast-and-fresh, 30-minute reci-
pes at 4:30 p.m.

There will be continuous
blues, Cajun, soul, Hawaiian
and American music on the
music stage.

Hands-on activities will
include stringing an orchid lei,
painting a terracotta garden
pot, creating edible art at the
cupcake station, mixing up a
batch of chocolate chip cookies,
and hands-on grilling.

Members of the Sunset garden
staff will give gardening tips,
including answering questions
about raising tomatoes and
orchids, from the garden and
outdoor living stage.

. F o b

It's all at your fingertips:
TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estate
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Taste tickets for $3 each are
required in the beer and wine
garden. Special Robert Mondavi
wine seminars will be held both
Saturday and Sunday.

The celebration takes place
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both Sat-
urday and Sunday, June 7 and 8.
Tickets, sold at the door, are $12
for general admission and $10
for seniors. Kids are free under
12. For more information, call
Sunset magazine at 321-3600.
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Photo by Kasey Hansen

The Sacred Heart Prep boys’ tennis team won three straight
matches to claim the Northern California championships on May 17
at UC Dauvis, finishing the season with a 27-3 record.

Perfect finish for SHP boys

By Keith Peters

Palo Atto Weekly

unny how things work
F out. Last year, the Sacred

Heart Prep boys’ ten-
nis team took an undefeated
record into the postseason,
finished 26-1 and failed to
win Central Coast Section or
NorCal titles. This season was
completely different.

The Gators took three losses
into the CCS tournament
in 2008, captured the sec-
tion crown and advanced
to the NorCal tournament
that concluded May 17 at UC
Davis with Sacred Heart Prep
capturing the title with a 7-0
triumph over Monte Vista
(Danville).

The Gators finished offa 27-3
season by sweeping through the
NorCal event. SHP opened with
a 7-0 romp over outmanned
Pleasant Valley (Chico), won
a legitimate hard-fought 5-2
match with Jesuit (Sacramen-
to), and then topped a Monte
Vista team that was missing its
No. 1 player.

Speaking of missing, the
entire Saratoga team did not
compete in the NorCal tour-

nament. The Falcons quali-
fied as the No. 2 entry from
the CCS after falling to Sacred
Heart in the section finals,
5-2. However, a number of
Saratoga players had already
committed to a USTA junior
event, leaving their team
shorthanded.

While Saratoga’s absence
certainly made Sacred Heart’s
title-winning easier, the Gators
were on a mission this season
and achieved it by winning
CCS and NorCal crowns.

“If we had lost in NorCals, it
would have been disappoint-
ing -- knowing how much we
had to work to get there,” said
Jeff Arons, director of tennis
at Sacred Heart Prep.

Sacred Heart seniors Erik
Blumenkranz, Jamie Hutter
and Billy McCall went a com-
bined 8-1 during the three
matches, with only Hutter
dropping a 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 match
at No. 2 singles against Jesuit.

Perfect throughout the
weekend were the SHP dou-
bles teams of John Hansen/
John Parsons at No. 1, Mark
Westerfield-Mario Paganini
at No. 2 and Kyle Scherba/
Pedro Robinson at No. 3. &

of Redwood City.

Sebastiano “Sam” Tona, a
devoted husband, former wine
and spirits sales manager and
an artist and craftsman died of
natural causes in Redwood City.
He was 94.

Mr. Tona, born in Tirano, Italy
in 1913, moved to the United
States in 1950 and married his
sweetheart Jeanne Bettiniin 1957.
They recently celebrated their 50th anniversary at their home

Sam worked in the spirits industry as a sales manager
in the Bay Area. He was very successful and a favorite
merchant to nearly all of his clients. He also loved creative

1915 - 2008

SEBASTIANO "SAM" TONA

bronze welding and other works of art that he shared with his
extended family. He was an avid golfer and loved traveling
and reading newspapers from his Italy. He was a wonderful
chef and enjoyed preparing Northern Italian dishes and BBQ
for friends and family.

He is survived by one sister and nieces and nephews

in Italy. For his California family he will be leaving behind
his wife Jeanne, sister and brother in law Robert and Mary
Crenshaw, nieces Susan and David Maddex, Lynn & Jeffrey
Blazy, great-Nephews Devon Maddex, Riley Maddex, Jack
Blazy and Nicholas Blazy.

A Funeral Mass was held Wednesday, May 21, 2008 at

10:00 a.m. at the Church of the Nativity, 210 Oak Grove in
Menlo Park. In lieu of flowers please send a donation to your
favorite charity in Sam's name.

PAID OBITUARY
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n a time of war but not of national sacrifice, of

an official news blackout on photos of the flag-

draped coffins of war dead, and of an all-volunteer

military, those of us engaged in the domestic economy

may not be focusing on the people in uniform fighting

or preparing to fight under the red, white and blue.
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That would not be the case for Portola
Valley native Joseph F. Fil Jr., for whom
the health, well being and battle readi-
ness of U.S. soldiers is a daily priority and
responsibility.

Lt. Gen. Fil — whose Army career began
with an offer of college money from the
Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC)
— recently took command of the 28,500
soldiers of the United States’ 8th Army in
South Korea. He received his new assign-
ment, and his third star, in February 2008.

As commanding general, he also serves
as chief of staff to the United Nations
command and the Combined Forces

Photos courtesy of Joseph and Susan Fil Sr.,
the U.S. Army and the Ft. Hood Sentinel newspaper;
cover-story photo illustrations by Laura Don/The Almanac.
Joseph F. Fil Jr. received his third star
and promotion to lieutenant general in
February 2008. Lt. Gen. Fil's life began in
Portola Valley, but the photos illustrated
behind him focus on his military career.
From left, in Europe with his dad, Joseph Fil
Sr.; Gen. Fil, in camouflage, participating

in a ceremonial cavalry charge, a tradition
at Fort Hood, Texas, when commanders
depart the 1st Cavalry Division.
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command in Korea. His prior service
includes tours in Germany, Texas, Cali-
fornia and Washington, D.C., as well as in
Kuwait and Iraq during the Desert Storm
campaign in 1990.

Gen. Fil, 55, returned to Iraq for the
current war. He commanded the Multi-
National Division, a combined-forces
unit in which Iraqi soldiers serve with
other U.S. forces, including the U.S. Ist
Cavalry Division.

The 1st Cavalry was under Gen Fil’s
command when it was folded into the
Multi-National Division, which played
a key role in the recent “surge” that put
a stronger U.S. troop presence in and
around Baghdad.

The Almanac spoke with him recently
by phone from his official residence at the
Yongsan Garrison in South Korea.

It’s intense

South Korea is “unlike any place I've
served before,” Gen. Fil said. Reduced to
rubble by 1953, when a treaty ended fight-
ing in the Korean War, South Korea is now
the 13th largest economy, according to

q RN
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U.S. government estimates.

But just across the border is a massive
and heavily armed force controlled by
a Stalinist-style communist regime in
North Korea.

“It’s a super intense cycle that (our sol-
diers) stay in here,” he said. “You just never
know what they’re going to do over there.
... We could fight tonight,” he said, echoing
a slogan on the 8th Army’s Web site.

U.S. soldiers train for such a fight con-
stantly, he said. It can be lonely. There are
neither homes nor schools available for sol-
diers wanting to bring over their families.
So the tours of duty are shorter: one year
rather than the normal three-year hitch, as
is the case in Germany.

Longer tours will come with new accom-
modations for up to 50,000 spouses and
children, he said. Being apart from loved
ones is “a huge price that troops are pay-
ing,” he said. “It’s a huge price.”

Families would bring in a strategic con-
sideration, as they did in West Germany
during the Cold War, he said. “It’s one
thing to contemplate attacking soldiers.
It’s another to consider attacking wives

and children.”

His wife Wendy and daughters Mary
Margaret, 12, and Rebecca, 16, are sched-
uled to join him this summer. It’s been four
years since they lived together.

Meanwhile, he is enjoying himself.
“The (Korean) people are just so warm
and polite,” he said. “A bit on the formal
side but wonderful. ... P'm having the time
of my life.”

A perfectly safe place

Gen. Fil’s life may be regimented today,
but his boyhood was not.

He spent his free time with his younger
brothers running around Portola Valley,
said his parents Joe Sr. and Susie Fil, who
still live in the home near the border with
Woodside where young Joe grew up.

Portola Valley, Gen. Fil said, was “a per-
fectly safe place (with) awesome weather,”
a town that was “rural and fun,” without
street lights or stop lights — a status quo
that still exists today and is not likely to
change.

His youthful days included rock climb-
ing, kites, swimming holes, skiing, tree

houses, a homemade boat with “8,000
pounds of nails” in it (according to his
father), and occasionally, consequences.

“We’d see them going by in an ambu-
lance,” his mother recalled. “We were
working, so we didn’t sort of pay any atten-
tion to them.” The couple were on a first-
name basis with the staff at the Stanford
Hospital emergency room, she said.

For a time, Joe Jr. attended the one-
room school at Portola School, where
the Town Center is now. He also went to
Ormondale Elementary and Corte Mad-
era Middle schools and graduated from
Woodside High School.

Asked to comment on his primary and
secondary education, he noted the stabil-
ity of his years there, that he’d had friends
in second grade who stayed with him all
the way to high school. “It was a warm
and stable environment,” he said. “We all
felt like the teachers really cared about us
and cared for us.”

Another staple of Portola Valley, horse-
manship, came to him via a former Rus-
sian cavalry officer who trained young
equestrians for no charge in Woodside.

Continued from left: A
cavalryman in period costume
steadies Gen. Fil's horse;

Gen. Fil's official portrait;

when speaking on ceremonial
occasions, Gen. Fil is reputed
to limit his remarks to a few
minutes; Joseph Fil Jr., who
received free riding lessons
from a retired Russian cavalry
officer, on a horse in the
company of an unidentified girl.

Joe Jr. “fell in love with horses,” his
mother said.

And a good thing, too. He has served as a
battalion, brigade and division commander
in the 1st Cavalry Division and has used his
skills with horses to advantage on ceremo-
nial occasions.

A peak experience came in February
2008 at Fort Hood, Texas, during the
change-of command ceremony at his
departure from the 1st Cavalry for his new
post in Korea, according to his mother.
At the bugle’s call, Gen. Fil led a platoon
of mounted soldiers, sabers drawn, in a
charge across the parade ground.

He’d always wanted to do it and it was “15
seconds of pure exhilaration,” his mother
reported.

Iraq: ‘It’s fragile’

That 15 seconds capped 15 months of
combat operations in Iraq, where Gen. Fil’s
mission was to quell the violence in Baghdad
using soldiers of the Ist Cavalry Division
augmented with Iraqi soldiers and a “surge”
of some 30,000 more U.S. soldiers.

As has been reported, the violence in

Baghdad has gone down. Is the surge going
according to plan?

“There’s no question that we’re being suc-
cessful,” he said. “T would say that it is going
according to plan. It’s fragile. You can expect
setbacks and it’s one day at a time.”

The Web site IragBodyCount.org reported
78 “documented civilian deaths from vio-
lence” in Baghdad in the seven days from
May 13 to 19, 2008. Over the same week in
2007, the death count was about 245.

Iraq Body Count says its data is based
on cross-checked media reports of civil-
ian deaths or of bodies found, supple-
mented with figures from hospitals,
morgues, non-governmental organiza-
tions and official sources.

Some 30,000 U.S. soldiers have come
home from Iraq with physical wounds,
according to the Web site Iraq Coalition
Casualty Count. Not listed are the soldiers
suffering from post-traumatic stress syn-
drome, an anxiety disorder that can follow
a terrifying or life-threatening experience.

“We still don’t fully understand PTSD,

See AT THE TOP page 14
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| — Travel # 2032864-40

! : The Fabulous Greek Islands

and Turkey Cruise Tour

September 11, 2008-September 19, 2008 (9 day Tour)

Tour includes:
* R/T airfare from SFO to Athens with Delta Airlines
* 3 nights at the Esperia Palace Hotel centrally located in Athens including

daily breakfast buffet

 Half day Athens City tour including a visit to the Acropolis and Museum on

a deluxe A/C motor coach with English speaking tour guide.

* Welcome Dinner at a traditional Greek Taverna.

+ 4-day Louis Cruise to the Greek Isles and Turkey All this for
« All meals on cruise $2,910.00 per
« All private transfers with English speaking escort person double
-+ Orientation briefing on Athens upon arrival occupancy.

Reservations and deposit of $150 per person before
June 9, 2008. Limited Space available.

Call George Fonti at Family Vacations Travel
650-367-7979 or email gfonti@yahoo.com

./. 2

B CRUISE LINES
\ INTERNATIONAL
‘-._\ . ASSOCIATION, INC,

California Seller of

BECOME AN AVENIDAS MEMBER AND YOU CAN:

¢ Save on classes and personal services

¢ Have the newsletter delivered right to your door
¢ Use our free Wi-fi in the lobby

¢ Receive a special parking permit

¢ Relax with free newspapers, coffee, and pastries

+ Participate in over 100 different activities

CALL (650) 289-5400
TO JOIN TODAY OR VISIT
WWW.AVENIDAS.ORG

%

Avenidas

B

MAN

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

¥ Lower School - Grades K - 5

@ Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

¥ Individualized, self-directed program
@ Rich international and cultural studies
& Proven, Montessori approach

4@ State-of-the-art facility

@ Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA ® Tel: 650-813-9131
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Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac
Joseph Fil Sr. and his wife Susan Fil,
above, with their dog Fluffy. The Fil's raised
four boys in Portola Valley: Joseph Jr., now a
lieutenant general, right, and (not shown) Paul,
a banker; Jonathan, an attorney; and Thomas,
an accountant.

AT THE TOP

continued from page 13

although I feel we're getting our arms around it,”
Gen. Fil said. “It’s still a fairly new science. I think
the soldiers are getting the care they need.”

The stress of combat may be in a class by
itself. Loved ones are far away, the people you
work with are dying, and you never know when
the next improvised explosive device (IED) is
coming, he said.

Gen. Fil said he knows of individual soldiers
who have come through a dozen explosions —
and the accompanying concussions — without
external wounds. What is the lasting effect? The
jury is still out, he said. They did not become
punch drunk as he had expected.

What is it like to be participating in a con-
troversial war that likely has substantial oppo-
sition in his home town, which tends to vote
Democratic?

The important question to him is not why
U.S. forces went into Iraq, but what’s to be done
now that they’re there? In conversations with
people in Woodside and Portola Valley, he said
he has yet to meet someone who is not in favor
of supporting the troops.

At times, he travels in uniform. In airports,
he said he is continually being invited to lunch
by complete strangers, which he sees as an indi-
cation of “huge support” out there.

His message to those who oppose the war in
Iraq: “Tam OK with that,” he said. “That makes
sense to me.”

“I think (the war’s opponents) should be con-
fident that the young men and women fighting
in Iraq and Afghanistan and Korea are doing so
courageously and are wonderful representatives
of our nation,” he added. “There’s a nobility to it,
not only as troops but as ambassadors. ... People
should be proud. I say that with total sincerity.”

Aspiring to esprit

In addition to nation building in Iraq, the
United States is engaged in army building. Is it
working? Is there an esprit de corps among the
new Iraqi forces?

“I think they’re developing it. It’s a proud
nation” and in real hardship at the moment,
Gen. Fil said. “They’re aspiring to that. You see
it in the good units.”

Photo courtesy of U.S. Army

The essence of military leadership — and an
element still missing from the Iraqi forces, he
said — is a corps of non-commissioned officers
and young officers. “That’s where the esprit
comes from.”

“Iraqis are proud to be Iraqi and they aspire
to be a great nation and they can be,” he said.
“They’re wonderful people. I came to know
many of them well.”

And the pride in the Ist Cavalry Division?
“Soldiers are re-enlisting like crazy,” he said.
“It’s because they know how good they are.
They are really on top of their game. They see
the results in combat. It’s a great army.”

Army green

Gen. Fil’s education includes two years at the
University of California at Berkeley and two
more at San Jose State University, from which
he graduated with a degree in anthropology.
He’s now a three-star general. What sent him
in a military direction?

It wasn’t a family tradition. His father graduat-
ed from the Virginia Military Institute and spent
two years in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
but went on to a career that included teaching,
civil engineering and business management. His
mother taught special education.

The ROTC scholarship reoriented Joe Jr.’s career
compass. “Isaid, ‘OK, I'll take it,’ not really know-
ing what I was getting into,” he said. “I fell in love
with it. By the time I was a sophomore, I was just
hooked. I knew I was going to do this.”

He emerged from SJSU as a Distinguished
Military Graduate. His education continued,
including two master’s degrees in strategy from
military institutions.

How is it, being the parent of a career soldier?
“It’s horrible,” his mother said. “He’s been
deployed to Iraq and Bosnia and it’s been pure
hell.” She starts each day with a prayer, she said.
“Would I prefer that he be a doctor or a dentist
or a lawyer? You bet. But that’s not our choice.”

The Almanac asked Gen. Fil if he would rec-
ommend a military career to kids growing up
where he did.

“I think so. I've just had a wonderful time. It’s
an opportunity to work with people in a leader-
ship role, and to take as much responsibility as
you're willing to accept,” he said. “T've really liked
the fact of being with young men and women who
are committed to serving the nation.” B



N EWS

PGP Corp. moves to Menlo

PGP Corp., a major distribu-
tor of e-mail and data protection
software, is setting up shop in
Menlo Park.

The company with about 200
employees has moved its Silicon
Valley headquarters from Palo
Alto to a 70,000-square-foot space
at 200 Jefferson Dr. in Bohannon
Industrial Park.

PGP Corp. employees and city
officials held a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony at the new site on May 22.

“We've seen steady growth
at PGP Corp. since we first

opened our Palo Alto head-
quarters in 2002,” said Chief
Financial Officer Alex Doll in
a press release. “We knew the
day would come when we would
need to increase our space, and
it was important to us to find
a location that would not only
afford us more room, but would
also help us build our presence
in Silicon Valley.”

PGP Corp. CEO Phil Dunkel-
berger said the company plans
to stay in Menlo Park for “some
time to come.”

Forum on successful aging May 30

“Livable Communities for Suc-
cessful Aging” will be the topic of
a free public forum from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Friday, May 30, at the
San Mateo County Event Center
at the fairgrounds, 2495 South
Delaware St. in San Mateo.

There will even be a free lunch
for people wanting to attend the
event organized by Supervisor
Adrienne Tissier.

With the county’s population
of people over 65 due to more
than double by 2030, Supervi-
sor Tissier is encouraging indi-
viduals and agencies to develop

ideas to guide the creation of
communities that combine ease
of access with other services.
“We’d particularly like to hear
from Baby Boomers and those
who would like to remain in the
area,” she said.

Supervisor Tissier hopes the
forum will generate principles
that can be adopted by the
county supervisors and city
councils to help shape decisions
on planning and development.

To register call 363-4526 or
go to www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/
Successful Aging.

Prognosis still uncertain for Ford Field oak

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he home team at
Ford Field in Portola
Valley may not soon

return to their old dugout
under the oak tree — it
was closed after arborists
declared the hollowed-out
tree unsafe — but a tem-
porary “bleachers” dugout
along the first-base line
will be shielded from foul
balls and the sun for the
rest of the Little League
season.

In a 30-minute May 21
meeting at the field, the
Town Council directed
staff to install a sun shade
over the bleachers and a
fence to stop line drives.

The council met on-site
not principally to agree on
shade and fencing, but to
consider whether to cut
down the picturesque oak
tree or trim and brace it.

The council voted 4-0,
with Councilwoman Ann
Wengert absent, to trim

the canopy as soon as an
arborist can be engaged. A heavylimbs removed.
50-percent trim would leave a

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac
Councilman Ted Driscoll, center, gathered with
Susan Thomas, Paul Heiple and about a dozen
other Portola Valley residents in the plentiful
shade of the oak tree that overhangs the home-
team dugout at Ford Field. Arborists consider the
hollow tree a safety hazard, but the tree’s friends
want to save it.

round canopy with the some

A final vote on the tree’s fate

is set for May 28. If it’s to
be saved, the tree would
likely have one or more
braces installed, though
arborists have said it could
still be dangerous.

Former mayor Jon Silver,
as he has on previous occa-
sions, argued for a fence
around the tree to prevent
all access. If appealingly
designed, the fence need
not be an eyesore or easily
climbed, he said.

Councilman Ted
Driscoll argued against it.
“I think the assumption
that no matter what we
do, there has to be a fence
is wrong,” he said. “What
we want to do is reduce
the unreasonable risk.”
He also said he prefers
that the old dugout even-
tually be reopened.

In an interview later,
Town Administrator
Angie Howard, clearly
agitated by the liability
the tree represents to the
town, remarked: “A lot of
people don’t drown in a

lot of pools, but that doesn’t
mean you don’t put a fence
around a pool.” B

Len Tillem, Esq.
Host of KGO’s“Legaltalk”

Len Tillem & Associates

Seating
is
limited!

Free Seminar!

KGQO’s Len Tillem

Michael Gilfix

&

Tuesday, June 10, 2008

2:30-4:30 pm or 6:30-8:30 pm

Biltmore Hotel & Suites

Saratoga Ballroom, 2151 Laurelwood Rd., Santa Clara, CA 95054

* Family Protection Trusts to Protect Assets you

*additional parking on adjacent lot*

* Medi-Cal to pay Nursing Home Costs
* Special Needs Trusts for Disabled Kids

leave your children from Divorce, Lawsuits and Tax

¢ Protect Residence from Medi-Cal Claims

* The essential Living Trust

e Estate Tax Avoidance

408-971-7292

Michael Gilfix, Esq.
Gilfix & La Poll Associates LLP
35 yrs. Experience

ASSET PROTECTION FORYOUR FAMILY

Register online
www.gilfix.com
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650-493-8070
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Best Bagel Place
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Best Chinese Restaurant
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Best Travel Agency
Best Ladies Shoes
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Best Bookstore
Best Grocery

Best Meat Store

Best Pet Store
Best Produce

Best Toy Shop
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Best Children’s Birthday Party

VOTEIONLINE!\WINIPRIZES!

Deadline Extended until midnight Friday, July 11
Support your Favorite Businesses!

2008
READERS .. inanac
CHOICE

'‘BEST OF' READER POLL

+ O
§

ALL ENTRIES
ELIGIBLE FOR

DOZENS OF PRIZES
* DINNERS

#* GIFT CERTIFICATES

* THEATER EVENTS

A VOTE
ONLINE

FOR YOUR
FAVORITE
CHOICE

IS THE TICKET!

Easy
‘pull-down’
menu voting!'!

OHwe

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

16 m The Almanac m May 28, 2008



www.Latoscarestaurant.com & Reservations On-Line
777 Laurel St., San Carlos & 650.592.7749

viberts

Custom Painting, Inc.

9L Paint Your Castle Right
OFFICE:

800.554.7655

CELL:

650.814.5062

FAX:

650.322.5146

www.rubenspaint.com

1259 El Camino Real, #333, Menlo Park CA 94025 Lic. 753977

PAST WINNER OF BEST RESTAURANT

SERVING CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN CUISINE IN A VIBRANT AND FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

1029 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025
www.OakCityBarAndGrill.com :
For reservations: 650.321.6882 Onk Crry
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Lite Food Market
LosAltos  MenloPark

388 Second St 713 Oak Grove
(650) 941-5433  (650) 323-5483

1001 El Camino Real, Menlo Park ¢ 650.324.3486

Pizzza-2-Go
% . 44989 El Camino Real, Menlo Park * 650.328.1556
227 First Street, Los Altos ® 650.941.9222

Order online at: www.applewoodpizza.com
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Exquisite Lingerie,
Sleepwear, and
Hosiery from the Finest
European Designers
Beautifully Fitted

EL_A

1189 Chestnut., Menlo Park 650.325.2965

1047 El Camino Real
Menlo Park
650.323.1097

Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00
Thursday 'til 9:00
Next to Su Hong

THANK YOU FOR VOTING

WoobsiDE BAKERY & CAFE
THE BEST BAKERY IN 2007

3052 WOODSIDE ROAD, WOODSIDE, CA
650-851-7247  CAFE: 650-851-0852
LUNCH: 11-4 ' DINNER:4-9 ~ BREAKFAST: Sat-Sun
6am-9pm BAKERY & CAFE OPEN 7 DAYS
ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR DINING PATIO

THE PROLIFIC OVEN

Bakery & Coffechouse
OPENING SOON IN FREMONT!

THE ALMANAC
READERS"

YERS’ CHOICE FOR g 200/
BEST DESSERTS %
' Mhn

prolific-oven.com
550 Waverley Street, Palo Alto

650.526.8485/326.8668

FOR MORE INFORMATION

call your
sales representative or
Ella Fleishman at

650.854.2626 ext 245
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Is Atherton’s ACIL taking on political role?

ACIL

continued from page 6

wants to destroy the rural and
wooded atmosphere of Atherton.

“I love that (atmosphere), that’s
why I live here,” she said.

She said she doesn’t understand
why there would be a problem with
support from residents with ties
to commercial real estate, because
Atherton has no commercial devel-
opment.

“These people are citizens also,
everybody has the opportunity to
support one candidate or anoth-
er; Ms. Lewis said. “And they’re
not necessarily developers, they’re
home builders, custom-home
builders for private citizens, not
spec home builders.”

ACILs role

But beyond the claims and
counterclaims of the council can-
didates is the issue of why the ACIL
is getting closely involved in a City
Council election.

Its an unusual role for the
organization, which at times has
served as a critical watchdog of
town affairs, but more recently has
been busy with projects to improve
Selby Lane School and organize
residents for emergency prepared-

ness.

“This is no objective attempt to
get the truth out, it’s a campaign
ploy,” said former City Coun-
cilman Alan Carlson, who has
endorsed Ms. Lewis to fill the
remaining two years left on his
term. His departure in December,
when he moved out of town, trig-
gered the special election.

John Davey, the ACILUs board
president, and Carol Smith, a
board member campaigning for
Mr. Dobbie, did not respond to
requests for comment by The
Almanac’s press deadline on Fri-
day. However, the group’s press
release said its vote to investigate
the accuracy of candidate state-
ments is “a formalization of an
existing practice.”

Mr. Carlson said the ACILs
actions in this election are unprec-
edented.

“They’ve always been scrupu-
lous to stay out of direct politics,
because something about their
tax-exempt status bothered them
about it,” he said. “They’ve lim-
ited themselves to sponsoring
debates.”

Mr. Carlson and Ms. Lewis
charged that Mr. Dobbie’s sup-
porters have co-opted the ACIL
in order to promote Mr. Dobbie’s

candidacy.

“If you look at the members
on the ACIL board, they are all
Jim Dobbie supporters, so it’s
clearly a biased organization,”
Ms. Lewis said. “They’re clearly
politicizing the ACIL, which has
not, historically, been that way. It’s
unfortunate that they are doing
this because I feel it’s going to
compromise their position with
the town.”

Mr. Dobbie said he had nothing
to do with the ACILs decision to
weigh in on the campaign.

“If I'd been asked for my opin-
ion, I probably would have said
that I don’t know if it’s worthwhile
doing it,” Mr. Dobbie said.

He said he doesn’t know the
political leanings of most of the
18 ACIL board members, but he
does count board members Phil
Lively, Ms. Smith, Richard Moore
and Charles Ramorino among
his supporters. At least one ACIL
board member, Bob Jenkins, is
supporting Ms. Lewis’ candidacy,
he said.

According to the ACILs press
release, the board voted 17-0 to
investigate allegations of inaccura-
cies, but it doesn’t specify which
member did not participate in the
vote. O

Students at Hillview Mid-
dle School are hosting a
community recycling day
for old computers, moni-
tors, computer equipment,
televisions, office/business
equipment and other elec-
tronic devices on Saturday,
May 31, from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. at their school located
at 1100 Elder St. in Menlo
Park.

These items as well as ton-
er cartridges, CDs, DVDs,
magnetic tape, and cellular

Community recycling day
at Hillview Middle School

phones and chargers may be
dropped off at the Hillview
parking lot. They will then
be driven to Hayward to be
safely recycled.

Home appliances such as
refrigerators, washers and
dryers will not be accepted.

“We hope that this recycle
day will be a big event to
make Menlo Park a greener
city,” said sixth-graders in
Mike Rogers’ fourth period
advisory class in their news
release.

BUDGET

continued from page 9

the 2007-08 fiscal year. But due
to unexpected savings, the city
now anticipates a $715,000 sur-
plus for the fiscal year that ends
June 30.

Past budgets have also come in
rosier than expected.

Mr. Rojas noted that the city is

expected to collect about
$250,000 of additional transient
occupancy tax dollars in the
upcoming fiscal year thanks to
the anticipated opening of the
Stanford/Rosewood Hotel by
early 2009. He also said that the
city’s new red light cameras,
although intended to reduce
collisions, are estimated to net
the city $100,000 next fiscal
year. B

clinical outcome.

care possible.

o

The da Vinci® Surgical System is being graciously funded
by the Sequoia Hospital Foundation.

Sequoia Hospital

A member of CHW

www.SequoiaHospital.org

Imagine the world’s most advanced

robotic surgical device in the hands
of Dr. Dieter Bruno.

Few top surgeons are as familiar with the da Vinci® Surgical System as Dr. Bruno.
This is welcome news for anyone with prostate cancer. Because da Vinci represents
the new “gold standard,” enhancing both the recovery experience as well as the

Sequoia Hospital couldn’t be more proud to announce this new technology and our
association with a renowned physician like Dr. Bruno. His philosophy is consistent
with ours as a leading community hospital. “My motivation to help patients is that I
see something in each one of them that reminds me of my own family - we are all
interconnected.” Learn more about the new da Vinci® Surgical System and Sequoia
Hospital by calling us at 650-482-6000. Give yourself or a loved one the very best

Dieter Bruno, M.D.
Urologist
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Double murder suspect found
dead after high-speed chase

Sunnyvale police believe that a
man who shot himself following
a high-speed chase into San Bru-
no on May 21 was the suspect in
a shooting that killed two men,
including one from Menlo Park,
outside a Sunnyvale strip club on
Sunday, May 18.

Matthew Andrew O’Reilly, 29,
of San Mateo was wanted in con-
nection with the shooting deaths
of Menlo Park resident Benjamin
Osegura, 31, and San Mateo resi-
dent Jason Gamino, 29. The two
men were seated in a 2006 Range
Rover parked in the Brass Rail
parking lot in Sunnyvale when
they were shot dead May 18 at
approximately 9:30 p.m.

The May 21 chase began
around 6 p.m. when San Mateo

County and California Highway
Patrol officers pursed the sus-
pect in a black Range Rover on
northbound U.S. 101, according
to CHP Officer Herman Quon.

The chase continued onto
westbound Interstate 380, where
the vehicle crashed into the cen-
ter divide at Fl Camino Real, Mr.
Quon said.

Police vehicles created a
perimeter around the scene
and attempted to extricate the
suspect, who was believed to be
armed with arifle, he said. When
officers approached the vehicle,
they found the man dead from
an apparent self-inflicted gun-
shot wound.

—Bay City News Service

m POLICE CALLS

W This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Office. Under the law, people charged
with offenses are considered innocent
until convicted.

ATHERTON

m Commercial burglary report: Two
personal music players, DVD player and
two laptop computers stolen, Menlo Col-
lege at 1000 El Camino Real, May 10.

W Auto burglary reports:

W Navigation system stolen, first block
of Mulberry Lane, May 18.

W Vehicle broken into, first block of
Mulberry Lane, May 18.

m Residential burglary report: Cabi-
nets found open upon arrival home
and two juveniles arrested, first bick of
Maple Leaf Way, May 20.

m Grand theft reports:

B Backpack robbed of iPod, calcula-
tor, and $300 in gift cards, Sacred
Heart Preparatory School at 50 Val-
paraiso Ave., May 9.

W Jewelry missing, first block of Flood
Circle, May 16.

W Fraud report: Credit cards opened
under victim’s name, Park Drive, May 10.

MENLO PARK

B Residential burglary reports:
m Tools stolen from storage shed, 1100

block of Willow Road, May 17.

W 900 block of Timothy Lane, May 18.
W TVs, computers and cell phones sto-
len, 2200 block of Tioga Drive, May 19.
m 100 block of Gloria Circle, May 20.
m Auto burglary report: 1300 block
of Willow Road, May 22.

B Child protective services reports:
m 700 Laurel St., May 20.

W 700 Laurel St., May 20.

m Grand theft reports:

m Digital camera stolen, Civic Center,
May 21.

m 1300 block of Hoover St., May 22.

WOODSIDE

B Fraud report: Unauthorized use

of resident’s credit card account, 100
block of Tripp Court, May 15.

m Commercial burglary report:
Locks cut from gym lockers and items
valued at $450 stolen, Woodside High
School at 199 Churchill Ave., May 16.
m Residential burglary report:
Equipment valued at $3,850 stolen
from construction site, 200 block of
Eleanor Drive, May 20.

W Theft report: Lock cut and bicycle
stolen, Woodside High School at 199
Churchill Ave., May 20.

Deputies find man missing after crash

The San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Office issued an alert Thursday,
May 22, that a man missing from
a Woodside crash — Ryan Patrick
Coyne, 25 — had been located
and is alive.

Deputies had asked the public
to help find Mr. Coyne when they
found an overturned vehicle with
no one in it on Highway 84, about
one mile west of Portola Road. The
accident occurred around 5:45

THE
ALMANAC

DELIVERS

CHECK THE
LATEST MOVIE REVIEWS

am. and a witness reported see-
ing an injured person next to the
overturned vehicle, said Sgt. John
Diggins of the San Mateo County
Office of Emergency Services.

After sending out alerts, depu-
ties were able to contact Mr.
Coyne by phone, and learned
that he had headed up to wine
country after his brother picked
him up at the accident scene, Sgt.
Diggins said.

TheAIman‘a‘cgﬂiﬂe.com

Tavare

ORTHODONTICS

Specialist in Adults and Children

BRrRACES & INVISALIGN
for adults, kids & teens

800 Menlo Avenue, #101
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dr. Kathleen Tavarez has been named an
Invisalign Elite Premier Provider, recognizing

select doctors who have achieved an extraordi-

650-329-9600

WWW.DRTAVAREZ.COM

nary level of experience and who represent

the top 1% of North American practitioners.

\z

LUCILE P ACKARD CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

/

YOUR CHILD’S HEALTH
UNIVERSITY

Provided by Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

Your Child’s Health University

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources
designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of parents and children.

¥ MAMA YOGA

Join other prenatal and postpartum mothers in a Yoga class designed to enhance
strength, flexibility and tranquility. Practice Yoga stretches and poses while pregnant
and return after your delivery for a gentle shape-up and relaxation time.

- Saturdays, June 7-28

NEWBORN CARE 101

Often touted as our “most fun” class, this interactive program teaches the specifics of
newborn care, including bathing, temperature-taking, changing diapers, swaddling,
soothing techniques and more. Infant doll models are used to allow for hands-on practice.

- Saturday, June 14

HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP

Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Gitls attend these two-part sessions with
their moms and boys attend with their dads.

- For Boys: Mondays, June 23 & 30
- For Gitls: Wednesdays, July 16 & 23

INFANT MASSAGE

Learn the techniques of infant massage to relax and soothe a baby, to relieve the
temporary discomforts of gas and soreness of vaccination sites, and to stimulate a baby
as he or she grows into an active child.

- Thursdays, July 10-31

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other coutrses.

LUCILE PACKARD

CHILDREN?’S
HOSPITAL

3

CALL TODAY TO SIGN UP FOR CLASSES (650) 723-4600
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KEPLER’S FEATURED AUTHORS IN JUNE

Spies of Warsaw
Wednesday, June 4, 7:30 p.m.

The widely recognized * mqsfer
of the historical spr novel”
returns with a thrilling new

novel set in WWIl-era France and Poland.

Ink Exchange
Thursday, June 5, 7:00 p.m.

Enter once again into the
murky and mysterious

world of the Faerie with the
sensational teen author, Melissa Marr.

Don’t miss these other exciting author events!

Carl Zimmer

Microcosm: E. coli and the
New Science of Life

Monday, June 2, 7:30 p.m.

The NY Times Book Review calls Zimmer
“as fine a science essayist as we have.”

Nam Le
The Boat
Tuesday, June 3, 7:30 p.m.

A stunningly inventive fiction debut:
stories that take us all over the world.

André Dubus Il
The Garden of Last Days
Friday, June 6, 7:30 p.m.

From the author of House of Sand and
Fog — a big-hearted, painful novel.

Nuruddin Farah
Knots
Monday, June 9, 7:30 p.m.

A new novel from one of the world’s
great writers -- set in Mogadiscio,
Somalia.

Anna David
Party Girl
Tuesday, June 10, 7:30 p.m.

Benefit for the Woman's Recovery As-
sociation (WRA)

A harrowing ride through the world of
Hollywood excess.

Ellen Sussman

Dirty Words: A Literary Encyclopedia
of Sex

Wednesday, June 11, 7:30 p.m.

A smart, funny encyclopedia with entries
written by notable contemporary writers.

Dalia Sofer
The Septembers of Shiraz
Thursday, June 12, 7:30 p.m.

A moving portrait of a family in distress
set against the background of a country
in flux.

Janelle Brown
All We Ever Wanted Was Everything
Monday, June 16, 7:30 p.m.

Marks the debut of a knowing and very
funny novelist, wise beyond her years.

Jeffery Deaver

The Broken Window:

A Lincoln Rhyme Novel
Tuesday, June 17, 7:30 p.m.

Bestselling author is back with a new
novel in the Lincoln Rhyme series.

Ron Hansen
Exiles: A Novel
Wednesday, June 18, 7:30 p.m.

The story of a notorious shipwreck that
prompted Gerard Manley Hopkins to
write poetry again.

Meg Waite Clayton
The Wednesday Sisters: A Novel
Thursday, June 19, 2008 7:30 p.m.

A beautifully written novel of five women
who redefine what it means to be family.

Thomas Pakenham

In Search of Remarkable Trees:
On Safari in Southern Africa

Saturday, June 21, 2:00 p.m.
Benefit for Canopy Trees of Palo Alto

Presents some of the oldest, most unusual,
and most impressive trees on the planet.

Garth Stein
The Art of Racing in the Rain
Tuesday, June 24, 7:30 p.m.

A captivating look at the wonders/
absurdities of human life . . . as only a
dog could fell it.

FOR THE

RECORD

H OBITUARY

John A. Harman

Retired Naval officer

John Ashmore Harman, a resi-
dent of Menlo Park for 44 years,
died May 20 at the age of 87.

Mr. Harman served as an officer
in the U.S. Navy from early 1941
until his retirement as a com-
mander in 1964. His early war
years were aboard a ship protect-
ing convoys in the North Atlantic,
later patrolling in the Pacific until
the end of World War I1.

The majority of his career,
however, was spent as a pilot on
anti-submarine aircraft and in
helicopters. After retiring from
the Navy, he worked for Southern
Pacific Railroad for 20 years.

Born and raised in Rochester,
New York, Mr. Harman gradu-
ated from Brown University
where he was a member of Phi
Delta Theta fraternity.

He was the quintessential
“officer and a gentleman,” say
family members, and respected
and admired by all who knew
him. He acted as a surrogate
father to many foreign students
during their years at Stanford
University, says the family.

Mr. Harman is survived by his
wife of 62 years, Jean; his chil-
dren, Sheri Lee, Scott Harman,
Marcy Crawford, and Stuart
Harman; and six grandchildren.

There will be no formal service.
Contributions may be made to
Pathways Hospice, 585 North
Mary Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94085.

‘Kids 4 Kids’ benefit concert
at Menlo School in Atherton

Seniors at Menlo School will
present a “Kids 4 Kids” concert
as a benefit for the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Peninsula on Satur-
day, May 31, in Florence Moore
Auditorium on Menlo’s campus,
50 Valparaiso Ave. in Atherton.

Jazz, jokes, blues, hard rock
and a harp solo are just some
of what’s in store when Menlo
students and faculty stage this
“funraiser” that starts at 7 p.m.

Students Toby Espinosa and
Alyssa Marks came up with the
idea because they wanted to do a

community service program for
their senior project. All funds
generated will go to help under-
write the clubs’ arts programs.

“Everyone at Menlo is per-
forming and making art to sell so
the kids who go to the clubhouse
in East Palo Alto can have some
of the same experiences,” says
Toby, who sings in the school
chorus and plays water polo.

Tickets, at $15 for adults and
$5 for students, are available
only at the door before the per-
formance.

Darin Strauss

More than It Hurts You

Wednesday, June 25, 7:30 p.m.
The third novel from the author of Chang

and Eng and The Real McCoy.

Dorothy Hearst

Promise of the Wolves

Thursday, June 26, 7:30 p.m.
The first title in The Wolf Chronicles
trilogy.

Lisa Lenard-Cook

The Mind of Your Story: Discover What
Drives Your Fiction

Sunday, June 29, 2:00 p.m.

llluminates the often-elusive elements
of fiction and helps you connect with
readers.

Kepler's Story Time every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.

June 1st - Dinosaur Story Time

These giant beasts from long ago will romp,
chomp, and stomp their way through your
morning. Don't be afraid though! Our dino
tales will make you “roar” with laughter.

June 8th - Story Time with
Dashka Slater

Award winning iourna|is’t and author
Dashka Slater unveils her new book,
The Sea Serpent and Me, about a
little girl, a serpent and the true
meaning of friendship.

June 15th - Father’s Day Story Time

Kepler’s helps to honor dads and granddads
with readings that highlight the specia| bond
that fathers have with their children.

Keplor

BOOKS MAGAZINES
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June 22nd - Batty Story Time

We've gone batty! Well, not really, but
we've decided to devote an entire Story Time
to these very unique and often misunderstood
animals. Get a nature lesson and hear some
fantastic stories about our soaring, swooping
friend—the bat!

June 2%th - Camping Story Time with
SCORE Educational Center

Gather round the campfire for great stories
and fun activities. Make sure you don’t

il —
forget to bring your sleeping bag. sanE 3

All events are free at Kepler's unless otherwise noted.
Learn more, go to: Keplers.com

KEPLER’S 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park  650-324-4321 www.keplers.com

It's all at your fingertips:
TheAImanacOnllne com/real _ estate

Let Me Help
You Design

& Build Your
Home Remodel

I am passionate about
beautiful work.

Call Tim Wulff
650.834-5139

License #B-499492

St'anibrd_l

o @ ——

Driving J

DRIVERS ED/TRAINING PACKAGE
www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net

Summer in-Class Schedule
Day 1

Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

§!

WITH THIS AD

Mon 6/9 Tue 6/10 Wed 6/11  Thur 6/12
Sat6/14 Sun6/15 Sat6/21  Sun 6/22

~ N\ o ‘ Mon 6/16 Tue 6/17 Wed 6/18  Thur 6/19
Mon 7/23 Tue 7/24 Wed 7/25 Thur 7/26

(650) 493-1978 « 3960 EI Gamino Real, Palo Alto
For more information on getting your permit, visit our website at:
www.StanfordDrivingSchool.net
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Victoria Johnson, former
director of library services
for San Mateo County

A memorial service and celebra-
tion of the life of Victoria Louise
“Vickey” Johnson will be held
at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 31, at
the Community Church of the
Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Carmel
Valley Road in Carmel.

Ms. Johnson, director of library
services for San Mateo County
until March of this year, died May
5 at her home in Carmel with her
husband by her side. She was 60.

Ms. Johnson was the wife of
David Johnson, Menlo Park’s
business development manager.

Born in Oakland, Ms. Johnson
eventually settled with her family
in South Pasadena. It was there
that she met and married her hus-
band and they raised their family
before moving to Northern Cali-
fornia in 1996.

Ms. Johnson received her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees in
library science from the University
of Southern California. She began
her career at the South Pasadena
Public Library. She rose to the
position of acting library director
at Pasadena Public Library, became
the director of Sunnyvale Library,
and retired from her career as
director of library services for San
Mateo County.

She held leadership positions
with the American Library Asso-
ciation, the California Library
Association, Peninsula Library

m OBITUARY

Services, and
was a member
of the board
of trustees of |
the OCLC, the [
Ohio-based
library services
nonprofit orga-
nization.

Ms. Johnson
is survived by her husband of 38
years, David R. Johnson of Menlo
Park and Carmel; sons Benjamin
Tor Johnson of La Mesa and Erik
Odin Johnson of South Pasadena;
her mother, Louise Benson Ball of
Pasadena; sister Margaret Dickey
of West Barnstable, Massachu-
setts; and three grandchildren.

The family expresses its appre-
ciation to the physicians, nurses
and other caregivers at Stanford
Medical Center for their care of Ms.
Johnson during the past 12 years.

Contributions may be made to
the Victoria Johnson Memorial
Children’s Book Fund. Checks may
be mailed to: Silicon Valley Com-
munity Foundation, Grants and
Gifts Administration, 2440 W. El
Camino Real, Suite 300, Mountain
View, CA 94040. (The V. Johnson
Memorial fund should be listed in
the check memo. Individual tax
receipts will be issued for gifts.)

Victoria Johnson

Team tops classroom competition

The Menlo-Atherton boys’ var-
sity swim team won the title, Spring
Scholastic Championship Team, at
the CCS championships at Stanford
University on May 16.

The award is given to the varsity
team from each CCS sport with
the highest collective grade-point
average of all teams competing in
that sport during that season of
competition.

The M-A boys varsity swim team

had a collective unweighted GPA
of 3.7, best of some 70 swim teams
competing at CCS.

The members of the 2008 swim
team are seniors Matt Bogott,
Alp Kutlu, Jason Kwok and Alex
Popp; juniors Richard Hong,
Simon Hood, Chris Kelvieand Reid
Schultz; sophomores Jed Springer,
Scott Swartz and Eric Wright; and
freshmen Nick Henze, Kei Masuda
and Jackson Rafter.

Grant for water-contamination alert system

An $8 million federal grant has
been awarded for water security
and drinking water contamination
early detection systems for the San
Francisco Public Utilities Commis-
sion water system.

San Francisco was selected for the
grant through a process evaluated
by U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency water quality and home-
land security staff.

The grant will allow the utilities
commission to pilot monitoring,
sampling, detection and early-
warning systems that could serve
as a model for other water systems
across the nation.

“Our Hetch Hetchy water is the

cleanest and most pristine drink-
ing water in the nation,” San Fran-
cisco Mayor Gavin Newsom said
in a prepared statement. “With this
federal grant, San Francisco can
pilot cutting-edge monitoring and
detection tools that will help keep
our precious drinking water safe
from contamination.”

Utilities commission officials say
they test drinking water more than
90,000 times a year throughout the
regional water system using state-
of-the-art sampling, detection and
analysis tools.

— Bay City News Service

YOUR GOOD NEIGHBOR AGENT

John Mc Afee has over 19 years of experience with State Farm
and currently serves as a board member of the local chapter of the
National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors. John is
committed to helping you Protect, Grow and Preserve all that

you have worked so hard for. Call today to
set up an Insurance and Financial Review’

John W Mc Afee, CLU, ChFC, CPCU

CA Lic. # 0E37462

846 Portola Rd, Ste. D

Portola Valley, CA 94028
john.mcafee.mmkq@statefarm.com
Bus. 650-851-3276 Fax 650-851-4029

ATATL FARM

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.’

IMNEURANEE

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm ¢ Home Office Bloomington, IL e statefarm.com®
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2979 Woodside Road
Woodside, 650.851.4747
www.villagedoctor.com

.;! CONGRATULATIONS to The Village Doctor of
Woodside for being named one of the “Top 32
Travel Clinics” in the United States by Condé Nast
Traveler! The only program recognized in Northern
California, The Village Doctor is under the direc-
tion of ERIC L. WEISS, MD, DTM&H who found-
ed the Stanford Travel Medicine Service. Dr.
Weiss boasts a longstanding membership in, and
cerfification by, the Infernational Society of Travel
Medicine (ISTM) and American Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH) and specializes in
both adult and pediatric travel medicine.

With an encompassed understanding of travel medi-
cine based on over 20 years of experience, The
Village Doctor is the ideal departure and refurn point
of any travel itinerary by providing:
« Printed health recommendations

customized for you and your trip
« Electronic medical records to track

your immunization history
« Wilderness Medicine expertise
« Designated Yellow Fever vaccine center

The Village Doctor is open to the public
Monday - Friday, 9:00 - 5:00 by appointment.

Dr. Eric L. Weiss
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H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@AlmanacNews.
com. Indicate if it is a
letter to be published.

MAIL or deliver to:

Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las
Pulgas, Menlo Park,

CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2626, ext. 222.

Downtown development challenge

ever was the challenge of selecting a course for downtown

development in Menlo Park more apparent than when

residents of College and Partridge avenues turned out in
force two weeks ago to shout down a plan to build 48 condomini-
um units over retail shops on El Camino Real, near their homes.

The high-density proposal from the Matteson Companies would
squeeze a four-story building
with underground parking on
asmall, 1.23-acre lot up against
single family homes on Partridge
and College, quiet, tree-lined
streets used for walking, where children are often playing.

Neighbors asked why the City
Council even held a hearing on such
a high-density project, which would
include out-of-character, 60-foot-high
buildings near some of their homes,
add traffic to their quiet streets, and
bring unwanted noise from trucks
servicing the condos and retail busi-
nesses in the project.

On the other side, the developer said
the small lot is a difficult site, mean-
ing that high density is necessary for
the project to meet the owner’s invest-
ment goals.

The discussion came just a week

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

before a Planning Commission study session, where a consultant

hired by the city unveiled 12 broad goals for guiding downtown
development, including a number of large properties along

El Camino Real south of Ravenswood Avenue. The stage is now
set for what will be an intense discussion of the zoning for these

This three- and four-story, 135-unit housing project
was proposed for the Cadillac dealership site on

El Camino Real in 2006, and later withdrawn when the
current city council said it did not conform to zoning
guidelines and would not get approved.

downtown areas, particularly several south of Ravenswood.

Now it will be up to the City Council to walk the tightrope
between the developer’s bottom line and what Menlo Park
residents will accept as reasonable projects along El Camino.

The 12 broad goals, laid out by the consultants who oversaw
the Downtown Vision plan, grew out of several months of
committee discussions and ideas generated after walks around
the downtown to view the issues up close. On several occasions,
participants met in small groups to organize their thoughts and
then presented them to the entire audience.

The meeting last week was the only opportunity for the Plan-
ning Commission to comment on the plan, which will now
become a long-standing item on the
City Council’s agenda, starting with
a study session June 10. Nevertheless,
comments at the meeting were
peppered with support for the broad
goals of the vision, as well as cautionary
statements from anti-development forc-
es who could mount a formal challenge
to any plan that would allow projects
they view as oversized for the city and
the El Camino sites.

It wasn’t that long ago that
Morris Brown and his group, Menlo
Park Tomorrow, successfully stopped
the now 108-unit Derry condominium
project proposed for Oak Grove Avenue, forcing the developer
to downsize and pay the city $2 million in additional fees. The
specter of a similar action against a downtown vision plan not
to their liking was an ever-present backdrop at the meeting.

See DOWNTOWN, next page

LETTERS

Our readers write

Hard work behind measure
to enhance local parks

Editor:

Measure O — Parks for the
Future — is good for our com-
munity. It is an investment in
our quality of life.

Measure O did not appear
overnight. It is the product of a
multi-year community process,
involving representatives from
San Mateo County, every city,
parks and recreation commis-
sion, special recreation district,
and residents, to develop a pro-
gram that benefits every neigh-
borhood and community.

Moreover, this process began
with citizens who took the idea to
their elected officials and asked
for their support. We had the
chance to pass it in November
2006; while it received 55 percent
of the vote, a two-thirds voter
approval was required for it to
pass; Measure O has the same
requirement. I urge every San

See LETTERS, next page

Atherton Heritage Association

Our Regional Heritage

Robleda comes from a Spanish word meaning “little oak,” but oak trees were scarce when this home at
24 Robleda in Atherton was built in the 1920s. Today, large oak and redwood trees grace the property,
which was part of the Atherton Oaks subdivision, which was registered in 1927.
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VIEWPOINT

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

Mateo County voter to vote yes

on Measure O for our parks.
Linda Liebes

Monte Vista Avenue, Atherton

Editor:

“If [the developer] can’t build
at 18.5 units per acre, as far as 'm
concerned, the developer paid
too much for the land,” said resi-
dent Morris Brown at the recent
Menlo Park City Council study
session on 389 El Camino Real.

The community might like
to see the numbers to back up
that statement. We’re all aware
of the value of Menlo Park land,
which is extremely high. There
are other costs, like construc-
tion, labor, and borrowing of
money that also must be fac-
tored into the cost and profit of
a development.

Right now, all of those costs

are substantially higher than
when our current density zon-
ing of 18.5 units per acre was
set. Unless the development
is not-for-profit, it’s hard to
imagine what developer (or
business) would build for less
than profit.

So we should ask: At what den-
sity can a development be built
that will both be acceptable to the
community and return enough of
a profit to create a well designed
and constructed project?

Perhaps some of our knowl-
edgeable residents can respond
with real numbers so that we
can have a fact-based discussion
on appropriate density levels for
the El Camino corridor.

Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

Parks need our help

on Election Day
Editor:

I support Measure O on our
ballot June 3, which will estab-
lish a 1/8th-cent sales tax dedi-

DOWNTOWN

continued from previous page

But despite such ominous possibilities, the broad goals provided by
the consultants captured many, if not most, of the ideas laid out by
those who took part in the process. Most goals reflect a downtown
design that most everyone present could support in some fashion.

The first goal stated in the presentation is to maintain the

“European village” character of the city, accessible to pedestri-
ans, with well-designed buildings, plazas and streets, including
some vertical mixed-use, but not highly intensive development.
Other goals are equally benign. For example, the consultants wrote
that El Camino Real developments should be “sensitive to adjacent
neighborhoods,” suggesting four-story buildings be approved on the
east side of El Camino and south of Ravenswood, with lower roof-
lines of two to three stories on the west side, near neighborhoods.
Many other ideas were presented, including goals to:

B Revitalize under-used buildings and parcels, including
the former Park Theatre.

B Expand shopping, dining and services to ensure a vibrant
downtown.

B Activate the train station area by expanding housing for
senior citizens and open a new public plaza where Santa Cruz
Avenue meets the station.

B Develop different types of housing, including affordable
units downtown, while considering the impact on local schools;

B Provide park and plaza spaces, enhance east-west connec-
tions for the town and a safe pedestrian and bicycle network,
including a tunnel under the railroad tracks.

B Improve traffic circulation and the streetscape on El Camino
Real, add pedestrian amenities on Santa Cruz Avenue and study
the residential and commercial needs for parking downtown.

At this point, the council has no specific timetable to
complete the much-needed zoning framework that will change
the character of downtown Menlo Park for years to come.

As the process unfolds, we urge all segments of the community
to stay involved, and keep an open mind. It will not be possible
to please everyone, but a successful final product must work
for those who own the property, and for those who live on
the premises or nearby. As the process moves forward, it is
incumbent on all parties to forgo referendums and lawsuits,
which should not play a role in this important business.

cated to city and county parks.

We are fortunate to have many
parks in our county, from the
beaches, to the redwoods to
the Bay. I have enjoyed many
of them. Parks for the Future
— Measure O — provides dedi-
cated funding for our county
parks but also includes money to
maintain and improve our local
parks, which will benefit many
communities.

An independent committee
will audit and report on all
money raised and spent by
Measure O. An investment in
the open space of parks will give
our children and grandchildren
a place to play and explore away
from the noise and confines of
suburban living. Please join me
in voting yes on O.

Anne Moser
Spruce Avenue, Menlo Park

Vote yes on Proposition 98;

but no on Proposition 99
Editor:

If you really believe in proper-
ty rights, vote yes on Proposition
98 and no on Proposition 99.

Have you wondered what the
difference is between 98 and
992 Prop. 98 protects all prop-
erty from condemnation while
Prop. 99 does not. Prop. 98 will
also have the effect of gradually
phasing out rent control. Prop.
99 has the killer provision in it
so that if both measures pass,
Prop. 99 will prevail regardless
of which of the two has the most
votes. That is why it is important
to vote no on 99 and yes on 98.

The taking of property by the
state and cities for tax purposes
rather than for eminent domain
usage is what this is all about.
Props. 98 and 99 protect private
property from condemnation but
only Prop. 98 protects all private
and business properties.

In recent years cities have
chosen to force long-standing
businesses to close under the
guise of eminent domain, the
purpose being to collect higher
taxes from a new user. Eminent
domain is intended for public
works whose use will benefit
all, not as a means for a city to
raise taxes.

If Prop. 98 passes, apartments
currently under rent control
would remain so until voluntari-
ly vacated. California laws now in
effect allow rent to be brought to
a market rate upon vacancy.

Rent control is a taking of a
property right and has had a
deleterious effect on the supply
of rental housing. In Berkeley,
for example, a well-known study
by economist Michael St. John
has shown that the number of
poor, black and elderly tenants
has decreased since rent control
started in 1978. In addition,
thousands of apartments have
been removed from the market.
Hartha and Harold Hanerfeld,

Alpine Road, Portola Valley

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

INCLUDES:

* Divorce $549

e Living Trusts $499

e Incorporations/LLC $399
* Non-Profit $399

¢ Probate (Free Quote)

* And much more!

- —

We The People® 650-324-3800

‘We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not
lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

THE BEST QUALITY & SELECTION OF BEAUTY PRODUCTS

BEAUTY SUPPLY

Stanford Shopping Center
Now located between Macy's and

Bloomingdale's, next to Playa Grill

650.321.4177

PUREOLOGY * REDKEN * BIOLAGE ¢ OPI

Do you know a child

with developmental,

behavioral or leaming
challenges?

We can help.

E|(CHILDREN'S
HEALTHCOUNCIL

Appointments and financial assistance
are available. For information call
650.688.3625 or email: intake@chconline.org

Real Estate & Display
Advertising Assistant

he Almanac is looking for an advertising assistant for our busy
Real Estate & Display advertising department. The successful
candidate will have strong communication skills dealing with clients
in person, by phone and by email. This person will work within

the department to coordinate advertising between clients and the
Production Department, putting together effective ads and accurate
schedules. Computer literate / Ability to multi-task / Attention to
detail a must! 5 days /40 hours per week / Benefits.

To apply, fax or email resume to:
NEAL FINE, Almanac, Advertising Manager
Fax: 650-854-3650 » email: nfine@almanacnews.com
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PARTIAL LIST OF
JiIM DOBBIFE’S
ENDORSERS

Bill Awbrey
Past Chairman
Holbrook Palmer Park
Foundation
Dr Richard Babb
Eugene Baciocco
Joanne Baciocco
Bill Beeger
Audrey Beeger
Jeffrey Berry
Rebecca Berry
Karen Bliss
Dr Melvin Britton
Mary Britton
Tom Brown
Joan Brown
Larry Calof
Susy Calof
Tom Campbell
Arianna Carughi
Herman Christensen
Planning Commissioner
Isobel Christensen
Betsy Colby
CAROL Collier
Russell Collier
Ted Cooper
Mark Daschbach
Elizabeth Daschbach
Howard Daschbach
Leonore Daschbach
DrA Dellaporta
Penelope Dellaporta
TERRY DEMMON
Bill Draper
Malcolm Dudley
Ex Mayor of Atherton
Atherton rail committee
Donald Dunn
Jane Dunn
Gloria Eddie
Bill Edwards
Barbara Edwards
Gene Elsbree
Marcy Elsbree
Patricia Engassee
Steve Englert
Anne Englert
Alain Enthoven
Rosemary Enthoven
John Fennel
Bob Ferris
Evelyn Ferris
Laura Fisher
Rick Fluegel
Bill Friedman
Ellen Rose Goddard
Patrick Goodenough
Pam Goodenough
Dr Sam Goodman
Chairman Audit
Committee
Board Member ACIL
Jim Greene
Patty Greene
Jack Hafner
Helena Hafner
Helen Harmon
Gary Harmon
Dr Robert Hass
Carolan Hass
Dave Heppberger
Lynn Heppberger
Steve Herrick
Sally Herrick
Fred Herzer
Virginia Herzer
Tom Hill
Marian Hill
Harvey Hinman
Robert Huber
Ex Council Member
Tom Hutton
Wendy Hutton
Christina Isenberg
Jeremy Isenberg
Jeanne Jackson
Deke Jackson
Beth Janopaul
Robert Janopaul
Allen Johnson
Marguerite Johnson
Bill Johnson
Sandy Kaye
Ex General Plan Member
Farida Kaye
Kris Klint
Henry Kuechler
Alice Kuechler
Marjo Lachman
Bryan Lamkin
Janet Landauer
Joan Lane
Susan Legallett
Sidney Liebes
Linda Liebes
Ex General Plan Member

Phil Lively
Planning Commission

Atherton Rail Committee

Joyce Lively
Charles Lynch
Michael Marina
Boudart Marina
Tony Meier
Linda Meier
Lincoln Mitchell
Jackie Mitchell
Richard Moore

Atherton Police Chief

(Retired)

Ex President ACIL
Karen Moore
Mervin Morris
Jeanine Morgan
Bob Mullin
Don Nelson
Chuck Nile
Ginny Nile
Lois Oksenberg
Liz O'Donnell
Cap Offutt
Sally Offutt
Ronald Peyton
Barbara Peyton
Jack Pickart
Lynn Pickart
Bob Plaschke
Betsy Plaschke
Barbara Preuss
Paul Quinlan
Julie Quinlan
Charles Ramarino

Board Member ACIL
Jack Ringham
Eric Roberts
Phoebe Rowles
John Ruggeiro

Director ACIL

Atherton Transportation
Committee

Virginia Ruggeiro
Director ACIL
Atherton Transportation
Committee

Elmo Sanders

Joan Sanders
Board Member, Library

Fran Santo Domingo

Kelly Saul

Jean Schaaf

Ray Schaaf

DrThomas Schafer

Sharon Schafer

Dr Perry Shoor

Barbara Shoor

Curt Schulze

Liz Schulze

JR Schumacher

RW Schumacher

Dan Searby

Cathy Searby

Frank Sebastian

James Seebold

Alicia Seebold

Edwin A Seipp

Arnold Silverman

Barbara Silverman

John Sisson
President, Lloyden Park
Homeowners

Rosemary Sisson

Carol Smith

General Plan Member
Board Member ACIL

Bruce Smith

Chuck Spelling

Isaac Stein

John Steinhart

David Taft

Lida Urbanek

Ex General Plan Member

Rita Wachhorst
Wyn Wachhorst
Duane Wadsworth
Lorna Wadsworth
Scott Waldron
Kristi Waldron

Planning Commissioner

Peter Watkins
Michael Weinstock
Betty Weinstock
Leon Wentz
Gabe Whelan
Gail Whelan

Art Wong

Judy Wong

Paul Woolomes
Martha Woolomes
Paul Wythes
Marcia Wythes
Marie Zahn
Richard Zukin
Jean Zukin
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DO YOU WANT MORE BUILDER-DEVELOPER
INFLUENCE OR MORE RESPECT
FOR RESIDENTS’ RIGHTS?

L P
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VOTE FOR JiM DOBBIE
ATHERTON TOWN COUNCIL

JIM DOBBIE has a 4 years record as a Planning Commissioner

of consistently upholding Residents’ Rights

JIM DOBBIE s not beholden to any real estate interests and is not

supported by Home Builders

JIM DOBBIE
JIM DOBBIE

is a creative, independent and objective thinker

has 40 years of business management and financial
experience with start up, established and public
companies

JIM DOBBIE
JIM DOBBIE

has 3 generations of Family living in Atherton

is a long-time member/supporter of Holbrook Palmer
Park Foundation and Atherton Community Library

JIM DOBBIE lives in rural Atherton and wants to keep it that way

for the present generation and their children

JIM DOBBIE’S PRIORITIES

1. Make Residents’ Rights a Priority 4. Keep up the Financial Progress
2. Improve Communications of the last 6 years
with Residents 5. Increase Collaboration within the
3. Ensure Close Oversight of Town Council
Management 6. Preserve the Rural Character of
Atherton

JIM DOBBIE ATHERTON COUNCIL
VOTE FOR JIM DOBBIE ON JUNE 3

jim_dobbie@yahoo.com




