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2008
YOU DECIDE.

VOTE
for your 

favorite shops 
& services at

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

Businessgoes solar
Ron Newdoll is pushing the solar bandwagon for 
businesses.  For starters, 2,388 solar panels totally power 
Edison Technology Park.  And he runs an art gallery. 

SEE PAGE 14

Ron Newdoll is pushing the solar bandwagon for
businesses.  For starters, 2,388 solar panels totally power
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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

ATHERTON
Graceful, 3-story European-style 
home on a beautifully landscaped 1+ 
ac. Originally built in 1927, remodeled 
& up-dated in 1998. Gorgeous LR 
w/cathedral height open-beamed 
ceiling. Fabulous chef's kitchen. 
Library; media room; pool. Guest 
House. 6-car garage.

$7,650,000

MENLO PARK
Built in 2008, this beautifully constructed 
custom home in the Willows 
neighborhood of Menlo Park provides 
the finest materials and craftsmanship 
while being close to Downtown Palo 
Alto and Menlo Park.  Fashioned in a 
stately architectural style, the home 
offers 4bd/3ba, 10’ ceilings, pre-
finished oak hardwood flooring, broad 
windows and high caliber stone finishes.  
Spacious public rooms transition 
seamlessly to one another creating a 
series of lofty living areas.

$1,819,000

ATHERTON
Light filled California single story 
contemporary 5bd/3.5ba plus office 
home in the heart of Lindenwood.  
Expansive living/dining room and 
family kitchen with soaring ceilings 
and bamboo floors designed for 
entertaining. Designer finishes in main 
home, pool house and guest house. 
Pool house has media room, deluxe 
gourmet kitchen and full bath. Heritage 
redwoods and oaks on property with 
20x40 pool and large lawn for sports 
enthusiasts. Menlo Park School District.

$6,499,000

apr.com  |   MENLO PARK OFFICE  1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100  650.462.1111

apr.com  |   WOODSIDE OFFICE  2930 WOODSIDE ROAD  650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz
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Who let the...
Dogs were out and about at Nealon Park in Menlo Park on June 13, as members of the Dog Owners Group 
of the Menlo Park Area and their canine companions celebrated the construction of a new gated entrance 
to the park.

A Most Distinguished Collection 
of American and European

Furniture  •  Art •  Antiques

Atherton 
Antiques

uu
d Ed E

uished Collectionuished Collection

& Consignment

877 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park 
(650) 322-1600(650) 322-1600

www.athertonantiques.com

121 First Street , Los Altos, CA 94022
Tel : 650 -949 -5891 www.losaltosvault .com

LOS ALTOS VAULT & SAFE DEPOSIT CO.

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR HACKERS TO PENETRATE OUR 
COMPUTER  SYSTEM. REASON — WE HAVE NO COMPUTERS. 
WE DO BUSINESS THE OLD FASHIONED WAY.

A private depository
Safe deposit boxes of all sizes
Strict and total confi dentiality
Secured and ample parking
For your own sake we should have your business.
Visit our facilities and judge for yourself.
Data bank for important and confi dential records.

50% off 
Your First Two 

Training Sessions
Good towards the first two sessions with 
an AXIS staff trainer. May not be com-
bined with other offers or discounts. 

Expires 7/11/08. Code: Almanac

Bring in this ad to receive

A X I S
P E R F O R M A N C E 

C E N T E R

Menlo Park
(650) 463-1920

www.axispt.com Expert Personal Trainers                           
Certif ied Massage Therapists

If you need an expert, AXIS is your place.
We have trainers who are certified in prenatal exercise.

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
AlmanacPhotos@gmail.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is 
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O. 
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

Also Inside
Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21

On the cover
Ron Newdoll of Woodside shows off some of the 
solar panels roofing Edison Technology Park in 
North Fair Oaks. With almost an acre of solar 
panels, this is one of the largest privately owned 
solar power installations in California. Photo by 
Veronica Weber. See story, Page 14.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■  Longtime council watcher, community 

volunteer John Sisson dies. Page 21

Menlo Park
■  New $4.4 million plan for Kelly Park goes to 

parks commission. Page 5
■  Willows neighborhood target of 

six residential burglaries. Page 10

Woodside
■  Council names zones with “very high” 

wildfire risk in town. Page 5

Portola Valley
■  Nineteen-year-old Portola Valley man charged 

with manslaughter in fatal Portola Road car 
crash. Page 8

■  Noise ordinance revision would target 
weekend building. Page 20

Schools
■  Local 8th-graders in the spotlight with 

graduation celebrations. Cover, Section 2
■  School board adopts environmental impact 

report on Encinal construction plan. Page 9

Art Scene
■  La Fete de la Musique: A day of free live music 

at Woodside Village Church. Page 29
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GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

MEAT
Special this week at Roberts

Wine

Deli

Sale Dates: June 18, 19, 20, 21  www.robertsmarket.com

2007 RosÉ, Part 2
For dry rosé, 2007 is proving to be 
an outstanding vintage. Crisp, lively 
and refreshing wines are the rule, not 
the exception. We have tasted many 
examples and narrowed it down to the 
following selections. 

St. Roches “Les Vignes,” 
Cotes de Provence $1349

Dom. de Fontsainte 
“Gris de Gris,” Corbieres $1399

Ch. du Rouet “Esterelle,”
Cotes de Provence $1399

Ch. de Lascaux, 
Coteaux du Languedoc $1599

Ch. de Trinquevedel
Tavel $1599

Commanderie de Peyrassol, 
Cotes de Provence $1699

Mas de Gourgonnier, 
Les Baux de Provence $1799

Le Clos du Caillou,
Cotes du Rhone $1799

Dom. du Bagnol,
Cassis $2299

$199 
lb.

$199 
lb.

79¢ 
ea.

59¢ 
lb.

$1598 
lb.

$1498 
lb.

$1498 
lb.

$698 
lb.

$259

$249

$249

$169

$399

Broccoli Bacon Salad

Cucumber Onion Salad

Bali B.BQ Chicken 
Breast Sweet and Spicy

Roberts Tip of the Week
Restaurants Go 

Local for Supplies

$6.59 lb.

$5.99 lb.

$8.99 lb.

The current buzzword in the green (environ-
mental) lexicon is “local.” People who are con-
cerned about the environment have educated 
the rest of the country about the benefits of whole 
foods, organic foods, and recycling. Today, they 
educate us about our “environmental foot-
prints,” meaning what kind of resources, includ-
ing gas for transportation, went into getting 
our food from the ground to our dinner plates. 
Restaurant chefs are rising to the challenge and 
making an effort to obtain produce and other 
products from local vendors. 
The next time you dine out, 
the salad may have come 
from you local farmer’s mar-
ket. As an added bonus, the 
chef may know exactly who 
grew the food and how to best 
showcase its freshness.

We are your local source 
for all things food, wine, and 
flowers. At ROBERTS MARKET, 
we are environmentally conscious and urge you 
to do all the shopping you can at local providers 
such as us. If you find yourself pressed for time 
visit our “heat and eat it” department for won-
derful gourmet prepared foods. You can find 
prepared foods such as homemade hot soups, 
sandwiches, salads, and gourmet foods stuffs.

P.S. Some restaurants even grow their own 
herbs.

SUE- KITCHEN

AMY’S BLACK BEAN ORGANIC CHILI
14 oz. – Also Medium

CLAUSSEN KOSHER DILL SPEARS
24 oz. – Also Whole – Haves – Bread & Butter

MARIE CALLENDER CHICKEN POT PIE
16 oz. – Also beef

LAURA SCUDDER SMOOTH PEANUT BUTTER
16 oz. – Also Nutty

NEWMAN’S OWN ORGANIC ROUND PRETZELS
7 oz. – Also Salt & Pepper

GLAD QUICK TIE TALL KITCHEN BAGS
35 Count

$199

MAHI - MAHI
New Zealand Free Range

RACK OF LAMB
Small

LOIN LAMB CHOPS

B-B-BACK RIBS

Thompson and Flame

SEEDLESS GRAPES
Large California

PEACHES
Red and Green

LEAF LETTUCE
Sweet

RED ONIONS

EESSS

FFF hhh

SaSaSaaSaaallelelelee D DDDaatatatatesesesesees::: : JJuJuJuJuJ nenenenn  11 11888,8, 11 119,9,99  2 2220,0,0,0,00 2 2 221 1  w wwwwwwwwwwwwww.r..rrobobobberereertsstst mamammmaarkrkketetetet.cc.comooomm
SSUSUSUUUE-E-E  KK KKKIITTTTCHCHHCHENENENENE

3015 Woodside Road Woodside,
650-851-1511 Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE
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Woodside Council names zones
with ‘very high’ wildfire risk in town

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

New building regulations are ahead 
for several Woodside neighbor-
hoods, including west of Kings 

Mountain Road, along and around Old 
La Honda Road, and Emerald Hills. The 
Woodside Fire Protection District desig-
nates those areas as being at “very high” 
risk of catastrophic wildfire. 
 Facing a July 1 state deadline, the 
Woodside Town Council voted 5-0 on 
June 9, with members Dave Burow and 
Deborah Gordon absent, to introduce 
an ordinance establishing “very high 
fire hazard severity zones” in town. A 
second vote is required for the ordinance 
to become law. 
 In areas labeled “very high” risk, new 
homes must incorporate fire-resistance 
in design and materials, including 
ignition-resistant roofs and decking, 
attic vents that prevent entry of burning 
embers, and landscaping designed to 
avoid “ladder” fuels — brush and low 
branches that allow fire to climb into a 
tree’s canopy and spread. 
 The identification of local wildfire risks 
is part of a program begun nine months 
ago by the California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, or Cal Fire. 
Cal Fire is updating its hazard maps for 

cities, towns and fire districts and will be 
putting them on its Web site after July 1. 
 Woodside’s fire-hazard map is the 
work of fire district Fire Marshal Denise 
Enea, who based her analysis on the ter-
rain, prevailing winds, and the types and 
moisture content of vegetation. Cal Fire 
released a draft of Ms. Enea’s map, with 
comments, on May 2. 
 Cal Fire did not formally contact 
Woodside about map revisions or a 
request for comments, Town Manager 
Susan George said. 
 The prospect of map revisions came 
up in a November 2007 council meeting, 
at which Ms. Enea explained the process 
and said that final versions of the state 
maps were expected in March. 
 In December 2007, at the fire district’s 
request, the council amended the build-
ing code to include fire-resistance ele-
ments. The June 9 vote established areas 
where the amendments apply. 
 The council’s action did not name 
Woodside Glens as “very high” risk, but 
it could be relabeled in coming months. 
Jurisdictions can add “very high” risk 
areas to their own local maps with a find-
ing of substantial risk. Ms. Enea said she 
made such a finding for the Glens. 

A safe community
 Dave Sapsis, a fire scientist at Cal Fire, 

told The Almanac that com-
munities have asked for a “very 
high” risk designation for an 
entire town. Fire officials have 
suggested that such town-wide 
designations can reduce risk. 
 In setting the high-risk zones 
in Woodside, the council 
emphasized safety. Council-
woman Carroll Ann Hodges 
called the wildfire threat “very 
scary.” Mayor Ron Romines 
noted that “the paramount con-
cern is safety.” 
 But a fire can start anywhere, 
and wind could send an ember 
into a “very high” risk area and 
cause a catastrophe. 
 And how safe is safe? Is a 
fire-proof metal roof adequate 
protection if the eaves allow 
embers in that can ignite an 
attic, Councilman Dave Tanner 
asked in an interview. What if 
you cut your dry grass but your 
neighbors don’t?
 Resident Stephen Lubin noted 
at the meeting that the amended 
building code conflicts with 
town guidelines that encourage the 
town’s highly valued rural character. 
 That’s a problem, Ms. Enea said. “There 
needs to be a connection between the 
design guidelines and the code,” she said. 
“It’s way off. That’s one of the items to put 
on the to-do list.” 

 Woodside town staff will be studying 
the state map to determine which parcels 
are in “very high” risk areas. “It’s going to 
be a bear of a project,” Ms. George said. 

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

A plan to add artificial turf, 
lights, a rubber running 
track, and a coveted full-

sized soccer field at Kelly Park 
will be the main event of the 
Menlo Park Parks and Recre-
ation Commission’s meeting on 
Wednesday, June 18.
 Commissioners are expected 
to decide whether to recommend 
that the City Council approve an 
estimated $4.4 million of renova-
tions to the triangular-shaped 
park in order to put a dent in the 
city’s playing field shortage, as 
well as get more community use 
of the park.
 The commission is set to 
meet at 6 p.m. in the Onetta 
Harris Community Center at 
100 Terminal Ave., adjacent 
to Kelly Park. If a majority of 

commissioners approve the 
plan, the design would go to the 
City Council for discussion and 
action.
 Check TheAlmanacOnline.
com for a news update.
 A subcommittee of parks 
commissioners has been work-
ing with city staff, Belle Haven 
neighbors, sports groups and 
San Francisco-based consul-
tant Callander Associates for 
about six months to come up 
with a new plan for the park.
 The current 8.3-acre park 
was built in 2001 for about $1 
million, but poor planning and 
design restrictions led to the 
construction of an undersized, 
sparsely used baseball field, 
and an undersized and slanted 
soccer field at the park.

 This time around, the city is 
looking to do things right. 
 “We heard that the priorities 
were a full-sized soccer field for 
sports groups, a track for the 
local community, and to keep 
plenty of parking at the site,” 
said Andy Kirkpatrick, one of 
the commissioners on the Kelly 
Park subcommittee. “We’ve 
come up with a plan to fit all of 
that at the park, so we’re pretty 
excited about it.”
 Mr. Kirkpatrick said the full-
sized field, in particular, is key 
to helping solve the city’s sports 
field shortage. The field would 
be big enough for soccer, foot-
ball, or lacrosse teams to use. 
Artificial turf and lights would 
be installed to give local teams a 
place to play in the evening and 
during the rainy season when 
local grass fields are muddy and 
run down, he said. 

 He noted that tennis courts are 
proposed for the park, but plans 
for a baseball field were scrapped 
due to space constraints.

 Larry Johmann, a senior 
engineer with the city, said 
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■ New homes there must meet standards for fire-resistance.

Emerald Hills 
neighborhood

Woodside Glens 
neighborhood
(proposed as “very high”)

Kings Mountain 
Road neighborhood

Old La Honda Road 
neighborhood

Woodside

Portola 
Valley

Source: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

The orange portions of this map represent areas of 
Woodside that, because of their vegetation and terrain, 
are considered by the Woodside Fire Protection 
District to be at “very high” risk of wildfire. The red 
areas represent the state’s view of the “very high” 
risk areas before Cal Fire began updating its maps. 
The Town Council introduced an ordinance on June 
9 establishing fire-resistance building codes for new 
homes in western parts of town and the Emerald Hills 
neighborhood. 

See WOODSIDE FIRE, page 8

New $4.4 million plan for Kelly Park goes to parks commission

101
US

New tennis courts

Rubber running track

Adult-sized artifi cial 
turf soccer fi eld

Courtesy Callander Associates 

This plan for Kelly Park will be discussed at the June Parks and 
Recreation Commission meeting. The park is located in Menlo Park’s 
Belle Haven neighborhood, near Terminal Avenue.

  ■ MENLO PARK

See KELLY PARK, page 8
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YourNewPeninsulaHome.com

Welcome to Lane Woods, a distinctive collection of fi nely crafted 
homes in an incomparable Menlo Park setting. Located next to 
the scenic Sunset magazine campus, these homes boast beautiful 
surroundings with heritage trees and a neighborhood park. The 
homes are extraordinary with a range of luxurious amenities and 
expansive living space. Add Menlo Park’s highly regarded schools 
and central Peninsula locale, and you have the ideal backdrop for 
a classically beautiful lifestyle. Models now open!

(866) 466-7935

Menlo Park — Elegance 
Among the Heritage Trees

Exquisite single-family homes 
from the mid $1,000,000s.  
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EL CAMINO REAL

To San Francisco

Pricing effective as of publication deadline. 
Rendering is artist’s conception. Map not to scale.

HOME OF THE LATEST

Welcome to Lane Woods, a distinctive collection of fi nely crafted 
homes in an incomparable Menlo Park setting. Located next to 
the scenic Sunset magazine campus, these homes boast beautiful
surroundings with heritage trees and a neighborhood park. The
homes are extraordinary with a range of luxurious amenities and
expansive living space. Add Menlo Park’s highly regarded schools
and central Peninsula locale, and you have the ideal backdrop for
a classically beautiful lifestyle. Models now open!

(866) 466-7935

Exquisite single-family homes
from the mid $1,000,000s. 
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To San Francisco

Pricing effective as of publication deadline. 
Rendering is artist’s conception. Map not to scale.
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.
com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

Why Wait?

Dear Gloria, 

 We have found a house we like a lot 
and that would work for our growing 
family.  However, we are very reluctant, 
actually afraid to get into this real estate 
market.  Is it just crazy to buy now with 
the housing mess? 

Susan & Matt

Dear Susan & Matt,
 The U.S. housing situation and the 
economy as a whole, certainly have some 
problems.  But please remember that over 
98% of housing is not in foreclosure nor 
does it have financing issues associated 
with it.  And over 94% of the population 
who wish to be employed ARE employed.  
The media have a tendency to dwell on 
the negative;  it has always been that way 
and I suppose it always will be.  With 
gasoline prices where they are and not 
going down in the near future, there will 

be adjustment in the way people live and 
drive and will cause changes in the way 
and where people buy houses.  But this is 
not necessarily a bad thing.
 As for your situation, it would seem like 
a very good time to buy.  The founder of 
Corcoran Real Estate Firm in New York 
recently suggested that people who are 
looking for investment opportunities 
and can afford it should be refinancing 
their home, taking out some of the equity 
and buying homes in their neighborhood 
for 35% less than they might have sold 
for one or two years earlier.   That may 
seem somewhat radical but it does beg the 
question of why buyers wait until prices go 
up to make a move.  Why, a year ago, were 
there 4 or 5 buyers for every well-priced 
property that came on the market?  Where 
did everybody go?
 So to answer your question, if you have 
found a property that is a good fit for you and 
your family, why would you wait?  Go for it!

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

WITH IRVIN MAYFIELD  
AND THE NEW ORLEANS  

JAZZ ORCHESTRA

Thursday / July 3 / 7:30 pm 
Frost Amphitheater, Stanford University

Gates open at 5:30 pm

City gears up for June 25 block party
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Downtown Menlo Park 
will be closed to traffic to 
make way for street-side 

dining, live music, a book signing 
and kids’ activities as the summer 
downtown block parties kick off 
Wednesday, June 25.
 For the second year, Santa Cruz 
Avenue will be closed between 
Evelyn Street and Doyle Street 
from 6 to 9:30 p.m. Block parties 
will also be held on two other 
Wednesdays: Aug. 6 and Aug. 20. 
 All the events coincide with 
city-sponsored concerts in Fre-
mont Park. The June 25 concert, 
scheduled for 6:30 to 7:30 p.m., 
will feature country musician 
Fred McCarty.
 Left Bank, jZ Cool, Angelo 
Mio, Bistro Vida, and Deelish will 
provide street-side dining, and 
downtown businesses will extend 
their hours to accommodate the 
crowds, said Brian Flegel, co-chair 
of the Menlo Park Chamber of 
Commerce committee planning 
the block parties.
  “We’re really jumping off the 
shoulders of last year’s event,” Mr. 
Flegel said, referring to last year’s 
block parties, which were initiated 
by Councilwoman Kelly Fergus-
son. “Last year, we were kind of 
flying by the seat of our pants, 
and this year there’s going to be a 

lot more things for people to do.”
 Among the features of the June 
25 block party listed by Mr. Flegel:
 ■ A children’s area on Chest-
nut Street will have such activi-
ties as face painting, inflatable 
bounce houses, and a kids table 
sponsored by Kepler’s. People are 
encouraged to bring children’s 
books to donate to Project Read-
Menlo Park.
 ■ When the one-hour concert 
in Fremont Park ends at 7:30 p.m., 
the movie “Benji” will be screened 
on a big screen at the park.
 ■ Bruce Brenner and James 
Ehrlich, authors of the cookbook 
from the Public Broadcasting 
System television program “The 
Hippy Gourmet,” will be posted at 
the Kepler’s booth to sign books. 
 ■ The events will continue the 
“green” theme from last year’s 
parties. Solar panel distributors 
and other “green” businesses will 
market their products. To encour-
age residents to bike to the event, 
there will be a “bike valet” service, 
where people can store their bikes 
in a secure location.
 ■ Local nonprofits, community 
groups, and downtown businesses 
have been invited to set up booths 
along Santa Cruz Avenue, and 
some businesses will hold raffles 
to give away prizes.
 Mr. Flegel said five bands have 
been tapped to play at various 

locations on Santa Cruz Avenue, 
including BLUE, a rhythm and 
blues group; Yohimbe, a five-
piece jazz band; rock bands Care-
less Hearts and Stoney Mountain 
Ramblers; and Hey Mom, a group 
that plays children’s music.

Good for businesses
 The block parties were formed 
last year to get people to come 
downtown and visit local busi-
nesses.
 Joy Blackburn, co-owner of 
Vizions Artwear and Salon on 
Santa Cruz Avenue, said the 
block parties make local busi-
nesses more approachable to the 
average person.
 “I’m 100 percent in support of 
this. It’s a great example of com-
munity outreach,” Ms. Black-
burn said. “It puts the owner of 
the business out into the street, 
where people aren’t intimidated 
to come up and talk to you.”
 Ms. Fergusson said the momen-
tum behind the block parties is 
“really exciting,” and credited the 
council for unanimously support-
ing the concept last year.
 The block parties are spon-
sored by Bank of the West, 
Draeger’s, The Office of Les 
Koonce, the David B. Bohannon 
Organization, The Almanac, 
and the Palo Alto Daily News, 
Mr. Flegel said.  A

File photo by Veronica Weber/The Almanac

Mateo, the San Mateo County Fair mascot, dances with kids at Menlo Park’s first downtown block party in 
August 2007. The three parties this year coincide with concerts in Fremont Park.



By Colin Becht
Special to The Almanac

After hard fought seasons 
in both little leagues, Peak 
Performance, champions 

of the Alpine-West Menlo Little 
League will face Goetz Brothers, 
winners of the Menlo-Atherton 
Little League, in the city champi-
onship game this Friday, June 20.
 The game is set to start at 
5:30 p.m. at Burgess Park in the 
Menlo Park Civic Center.
 The game, traditionally played 
on July Fourth, was set for June 
20 because the holiday falls 
in the middle of Little League 
All-Star tournaments and con-
flicts with family vacations, 
said Randy Tinsley, president 
of the Alpine-West Menlo Lit-
tle League. “Getting complete 
attendance and participation by 
each team was a little bit chal-
lenged,” he said. 
 Peak Performance, which fin-
ished its regular season with a 
12-6 record, won all four games 
in the Alpine/West Menlo post-

season tournament to earn its 
birth in the city championship. 
Goetz Brothers concluded its 
regular season in second place 
with a 12-8 record, but won the 
Menlo-Atherton playoffs by 
beating Draeger’s in the cham-
pionship.
 Peak Performance is led by its 
three league All-Stars: pitcher/
shortstop/catcher Michael Tins-
ley, pitcher/utility player Charlie 
Cain, and catcher/pitcher Chris-
topher Lee.
 Tinsley led the Alpine/West 
Menlo Little League in home 
runs with 15, while Cain had 
two game winning extra-base 
hits for Peak Performance. Peak 
Performance assistant coach 
Randy Tinsley praised Lee’s 
pitching ability and consistency 
behind home plate.
 Goetz Brothers features 
the intimidating duo of Erik 
Amundsen and Keenan Carr. 
Amundsen has been a dominant 
force on the pitching mound, 
while Carr has been able to pro-
vide clutch power hitting. Both 

players were influential to the 
team’s run through the postsea-
son tournament.
 Peak Performance capped off 
its four wins in the double-elim-
ination postseason tournament 
with a 9-2 victory over Henge-
hold. The game was highlighted 
by home runs by Michal Tinsley 
and Cain and excellent pitching 
by Lee and Royce Branning.
 Goetz Brothers had a slightly 
more difficult route through the 
Menlo-Atherton postseason 
tournament. After winning its 
first two games to advance to 
the league championship, Goetz 
Brothers lost to Draeger’s 9-4. 
However, due to the double-
elimination format of the tour-
nament, Goetz Brothers got 
another chance to face Drae-
ger’s, which had already lost 
earlier in the tournament. Goetz 
Brothers made the most its sec-
ond chance and defeated Drae-
ger’s 3-0 to win the Menlo-
Atherton championship and 
earn its place in the city cham-
pionship game.  A
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The council also plans to hold a 
public hearing. 
 Fire insurance concerns came 
up among council members and 
the few homeowners who spoke 
at the June 9 meeting. 
 “We don’t know what the state 

or the insurance companies or 
anybody else is going to with 
these maps,” Councilman Peter 
Mason said. “That’s what scares 
me about this.” 
 Ms. Enea said residents in the 
fire district “have been losing 
their insurance at a pretty good 
rate,” but noted that state maps 
are probably not to blame, given 

their focus on vegetation and 
terrain rather than overall risk. 
 Asked about whether state 
maps are relevant to fire insur-
ance, Jerry Davies, the nation-
wide spokesman for Farmers 
Insurance, said: “I don’t think 
that has anything to do with 
Farmers. We have our own (pro-
prietary) mapping systems.”  A

WOODSIDE FIRE
continued from page 5

the renovations would cost an 
estimated $4.4 million, and it’s 
“not clear” where the money to 
renovate the park would come 
from. Because Kelly Park is 
located within the boundaries 
of the city’s redevelopment dis-

trict, city officials have floated 
the idea of using redevelopment 
funds for the project rather than 
tapping into the general fund or 
the city’s reserves.
 The project would also require 
months of environmental stud-
ies and community meetings to 
inform the public of any renova-
tion plans for the park, Mr. 
Johmann said.  A

KELLY PARK
continued from page 5

Portola Valley man charged with 
manslaughter in fatal car crash 

Keith Benford Knudsen, 
19, of Portola Valley is 
being charged with “gross 

vehicular manslaughter while 
intoxicated” in a June 12 car 
accident that seriously injured 
him and killed his passenger, 
Robert Lewis Wetzel, 19, of 
Redwood City, the San Mateo 
County Sheriff ’s Office reported 
Monday.
 While driving a black BMW, 
Mr. Knudsen crashed into a tree 
in the 800 block of Portola Road 
in Portola Valley shortly before 
11:30 p.m., Lt. Marc Alcantera 
of the Sheriff ’s Office said in a 
statement.
 Mr. Wetzel was pronounced 
dead at the scene from the 
trauma of the collision, San 
Mateo County Coroner Robert 
Foucrault said. 
 Mr. Knudsen was taken to a hos-
pital with “multiple fractures and 
other trauma,” Lt. Alcantera said. 
 Both men graduated from 

Woodside High School in June 
2007. 
 Deputies arrested Mr. Knud-
sen on Saturday, June 14. He is 
now in Sheriff ’s Office custody 

and scheduled for arraignment 
at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 17, 
at the San Mateo County Hall of 
Justice in Redwood City. 
 Mr. Knudsen is also being 
charged with committing a fel-
ony — the car accident — while 
released on bail. At the time of 
the accident, he was out of cus-
tody after being charged with 
robbery and grand theft in Red-
wood City, Lt. Alcantera said. 
 Sheriff ’s deputies first learned 
of the accident when someone 
called a dispatcher to report 
“the sound of a large crash,” Sgt. 
Linda Gibbons of the Sheriff ’s 
Office said. Medics responded 
immediately, she said. 
 Evidence at the scene led depu-
ties to take alcohol and speed 
into consideration, Sgt. Gib-
bons said. In the Sheriff’s Office 
investigation, the Major Accident 
Investigation Team is looking 
into what the two men had been 
doing before the accident.  

Photo courtesy of San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office

Keith Benford Knudsen, 19, of 
Portola Valley is being charged 
with gross vehicular manslaughter 
while intoxicated in a crash that 
killed his passenger, Robert Lewis 
Wetzel, 19, of Redwood City. 

Little League championship game Friday

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

It looks as if about 200 
dancers will have to find 
a new studio, as Menlo 

Park-based Dance Works Inc. 
is being forced to close its 
doors.
 During a recent investiga-
tion into complaints that par-
ents of dance studio students 
were taking up street parking 
in the surrounding Park For-
rest neighborhood, city staff 
realized the dance company 
does not have a use permit to 
operate in its current studio at 
115 Buckthorn Way.
 The studio, located behind 
the former Gaylord India Res-
taurant site, will close July 1, 
said Dance Works owner and 
director Angelique Shepherd. 
She said that due to the high 
cost of moving, the studio will 
likely close for good.
 Ms. Shepherd opened the 
studio two years ago, and the 
customer base has grown from 
16 dancers in 2006 to about 200 
dancers of all ages, she said.
 A dance studio under dif-
ferent ownership previously 
filled the space, but the sudden 
growth of Ms. Shepherd’s busi-
ness spurred the parking com-
plaints, and city staff noticed 

that the dance studio is actually 
zoned as a residential unit.
 No dance studio, past or 
present, can operate in the 
space without a use permit, 
said Community Development 
Director Arlinda Heineck.
 “Unfortunately, ownership 
of the building and businesses 
within the building changed 
hands several times, and it 
appears that knowledge of the 
occupancy requirements was 
not understood by future ten-
ants, including Dance Works,” 
Ms. Heineck said in an e-mail 
copied to the City Council. 
“As uses changed, parking 
impacts began to emerge.”
 Ms. Shepherd said she was 
blindsided by the need for a 
use permit, which she can’t 
apply for retroactively.
 “The space used to be a 
dance studio, and I had zero 
idea that I needed this per-
mit,” she said. “My business 
was never profitable, but it 
was mine, it was growing, and 
it would have definitely been 
profitable one day.”
 Development Services Man-
ager Justin Murphy said the 
city is trying to help Ms. Shep-
herd relocate to a temporary 
location in Menlo Park, but 
city staff has not found any 
“definitive” locations yet.   A

MP dance studio to close

Photo by Veronica Weber/The Almanac

Dance Works Inc. student Amanada Siorta, center, and fellow 
dancers, from left, Cassie Phillips, Lily Mobraaten, Cebelli Pfeifer 
and Paige Marie Johnson practice on June 16, about two weeks 
before the Menlo Park studio is expected to close.
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1060 Evelyn Street
Menlo Park, CA

650-328-5425

et
A Heather Moore Jewelry!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF HEARING UNDER 

RESOLUTION NO. 5800
DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL OF MENLO PARK TO VACATE AND 
ABANDON A PORTION OF THE WILLOW 

ROAD PLAN LINES FOR THE LENGTH OF THE 
WILLOW ROAD FRONTAGE OF PROPERTIES 

LOCATED AT 337 WILLOW ROAD AND 345 
WILLOW ROAD IN THE CITY OF MENLO PARK, 

CALIFORNIA, UNDER AND PURSUANT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE “PUBLIC STREETS, 

HIGHWAYS AND SERVICE EASEMENTS 
VACATION LAW,” (Section 8300, et seq., 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City Council of the City 
of Menlo Park did, on the 20th day of May, 2008 pass and adopt 
Resolution No. 5800 under and pursuant to the provisions of 
the “Public Streets, Highways and Service Easements Vacation 
Law” (Section 8300, et seq., Streets and Highways Code), 
declaring its Intention to vacate and abandon a portion of 
the Willow Road Plan Lines for the length of the Willow Road 
frontage of properties located at 337 Willow Road and 345 
Willow Road in the City of Menlo Park, California.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN, that in Resolution 
No. 5800 said City Council did fix Tuesday, the 1st day of July, 
2008, at 7:00 p.m., of said day, at the Menlo Park City Council 
Chambers, Civic Center at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, 
California, as the date, time and place of hearing respecting 
said proposed vacation and abandonment of said portion of 
the Willow Road Plan Lines located at 337 Willow Road and 345 
Willow Road, and

NOTICE IS ACCORDINGLY HEREBY GIVEN, that on said 
date and at said time and place of the Public Hearing 
aforementioned, all persons interested in or objecting to the 
proposed vacation and abandonment may appear and present 
objections to said proposed vacation and abandonment and 
submit evidence in support thereof, under and pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 8300, et. seq., Streets and Highways 
Code, “Public Streets, Highways and Service Easements 
Vacation Law”.

Reference is hereby made to Resolution No. 5800 and the 
plat respecting said proposed vacation and abandonment of 
the Willow Road Plan Line, as described above, on file in the 
office of the City Clark of the City of Menlo Park, Civic Center, 
Menlo Park, California, for further particulars, and that said 
Resolution and plat are hereby incorporated herein and made 
a part of this Notice.

Sherry M. Kelly, Interim City Clerk

Published in THE ALMANAC on June 18, 25, 2008.

Encinal project moves ahead

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

The renovation of Encinal 
School will move forward 
without delay, the Menlo 

Park City School District’s board 
vowed at its recent meeting. 
 Following a modestly attended 
public hearing, board mem-
bers approved an environmental 
review of the potential negative 
impacts of the project to con-
struct new classroom and multi-
use buildings and a Teacher Edu-
cation Resource Center (TERC), 
and improve landscaping, park-
ing and traffic circulation. 
 At its June 10 meeting, the 
board voted 4-0, with Bruce Ives 
absent, to adopt the environ-
mental impact report (EIR).
 Board member Laura Rich 
said the transformation of the 
campus won’t be delayed.
 “The kids are here, we’ve got 
to educate them, and we’ve got 
to move forward,” she said.
 Currently a grade 3-5 school, 
Encinal, located on Encinal 
Avenue in Atherton, is in the 
process of transforming over 
three years into a K-5 campus 
with the introduction of five 
classrooms of kindergartners in 
the fall. The district is facing a 
surge in enrollment at all three 
of its elementary schools.
 “I’m really happy that Encinal, 
the ugly duckling of the district, 
is going to become the swan,” said 
board member Terry Thygesen
 The significant impact of the 
project identified in the EIR is 
increased traffic at nearby inter-
sections. 
 One possible solution is to 
install a traffic signal at the 
intersection of Encinal Avenue 
and Middlefield Road, but it’s 
unclear whether that will ever 
happen. The roadway is under 
Atherton’s jurisdiction, and so 
far the city of Menlo Park has 
been unresponsive to a pro-

posed three-way split of the cost 
with the district and the town 
of Atherton, said Ahmad Sheik-
holeslami, the district’s facility 
planner. 
 If negative impacts are identi-
fied outside the district’s juris-
diction, all the board can do is 
make a firm recommendation, 
but it isn’t obligated to take 
action to impose a mitigation 
measure, such as the installation 
of a stoplight, said Tim Fox of 
the San Mateo County Coun-
sel’s Office.

 District officials hope the 
project’s expanded pickup and 
drop-off lane in the front of the 
school will discourage parents 
from parking in the surround-
ing neighborhood. It’s an exist-
ing problem that drew several 
complaints from residents of the 
Felton Gables neighborhood in 
Menlo Park.
 Marcy Abramowitz and her 
fourth-grade daughter Sarah told 
the board that traffic and parked 
cars make the route to school a 
dangerous obstacle course for 
children who walk or bike.
 “It’s kind of scary, even for an 
experienced walker and bike 
rider,” Ms. Abramowitz said.
 If parking can’t be contained 
on campus, the neighborhood 
could apply for resident-only 
permit parking in the neigh-

borhood, said Judy Font, co-
president of the Felton Gables 
Homeowners Association. 
 “We don’t want to do that, but 
... we have to do something,” she 
said.
 At the meeting, Menlo Park 
resident Dave Montague ques-
tioned the wisdom of locating 
the Teacher Education Resource 
Center on the Encinal campus. 
 “We implore you to consider 
removing the TERC from the 
project and deferring it until it 
can be put at O’Connor, where 
it belongs,” he said, referring to 
the district’s Willows neighbor-
hood campus that’s currently 
leased to the private German-
American International School.
 If enrollment continues to 
surge and the district decides to 
create a middle school at Enci-
nal, the resource center would 
have to be bulldozed, Mr. Mon-
tague argued.
 However, district officials 
countered his argument by 
saying that the TERC can be 
retrofitted for conversion to 
classrooms in the future. Put-
ting it at the O’Connor site 
would take away the flexibility 
to reopen that campus as a dis-
trict school in the future, said 
Ms. Thygesen. 
 “It’s such a small campus, it 
would really reduce the school 
use,” she said. “And if we put 
(the TERC) there and we don’t 
need to open it up (as a school), 
that’s creating a financial hard-
ship” in lost lease revenue, she 
said.
 In approving the EIR, the 
board made findings that the 
public benefits of the Encinal 
project outweigh the potential 
negative impacts.
 At the same meeting, board 
members voted 4-0 to award a 
$687,000 contract to a division 
of San Jose-based Granite Rock 
Co. to build an expanded front 
parking lot and pickup/drop-off 
lane. The construction work is 
slated to start this summer.  A

Board member 
Laura Rich said the 

transformation of the 
campus won’t be 
delayed: ‘The kids 

are here, we’ve got to 
educate them, and we’ve 

got to move forward.’

Schools get $2.2 million from foundation
 Thanks to a $2.2 million grant 
from the Menlo Park-Atherton 
Education Foundation, the Menlo 
Park City School District looks 
as if it will have a nice cushion 
against likely cuts in state funding 
for the budget year starting July 1.
 A very pleased school board 
accepted a ceremonial giant check 
from foundation representatives at 
the June 10 meeting. 
 The foundation’s annual grants 
represent between 7-1/2 to 8 per-
cent of the district’s operating 
fund, said Superintendent Ken 
Ranella.

 “I don’t think the community 
realizes how other (school) dis-
tricts are reeling in fear (of state 
cuts),” board member Laura 
Rich said. “You guys have given 
us a cushion.”
 The bulk of the foundation’s 
grant supports educational pro-
grams, such as hands-on sci-
ence lessons, foreign language 
instruction and new math text-
books, as well as the operation of 
school libraries. 
 Other programs supported by 
foundation grants include profes-
sional development for teachers 

and staff, a summer program for 
students with special needs, and 
support for the district’s technol-
ogy infrastructure.
 The district is setting aside 
$200,000 of the grant to offset 
expected funding cuts from the 
state due to California’s budget 
crisis.
 Board member Terry Thygesen 
said that despite the faltering 
economy, the school foundation 
had an excellent year for fundrais-
ing. “I’m really impressed that you 
expanded the donor base substan-
tially,” she said.

■ School board adopts environmental impact 
report on construction plan.
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Presenting: See’s Candies, NetJets, Sand Hill Foundation, A Supporter of the Children's Health Council
Center Stage: TriplePoint Capital, Whitman Capital Spotlight: Rambus, Three Arch Partners, Versant Ventures
Applause: DLA Piper Bravo: Bailard, Bingham McCutchen LLP, The Gymboree Corporation, Latham & Watkins LLP, 
NetApp, Palo Alto Medical Foundation, Wells Fargo

49TH SUMMER SYMPHONY 2008
FROST AMPHITHEATER, STANFORD UNIVERSITY
Gates open 4:30 p.m. for picnicking. Concert begins at 6:00 p.m.

TICKETS: SUMMERSYMPHONY.ORG 
OR STANFORD TICKET OFFICE 650.725.2787

Children’s Health Council presents

KENNY
LOGGINS
LLIVE IN CONCERT

July 20, 2008

CONGRATULATIONS to The Village Doctor of
Woodside for being named one of the “Top 32
Travel Clinics” in the United States by Condé Nast
Traveler! The only program recognized in Northern
California, The Village Doctor is under the direc-
tion of ERIC L. WEISS, MD, DTM&H who found-
ed the Stanford Travel Medicine Service. Dr.
Weiss boasts a longstanding membership in, and
certification by, the International Society of Travel
Medicine (ISTM) and American Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH) and specializes in
both adult and pediatric travel medicine.

With an encompassed understanding of travel medi-
cine based on over 20 years of experience, The
Village Doctor is the ideal departure and return point
of any travel itinerary by providing:
• Printed health recommendations 

customized for you and your trip
• Electronic medical records to track 

your immunization history
• Wilderness Medicine expertise
• Designated Yellow Fever vaccine center

The Village Doctor is open to the public
Monday – Friday, 9:00 – 5:00 by appointment. 

Dr. Eric L. Weiss
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2979 Woodside Road
Woodside, 650.851.4747
www.villagedoctor.com

Willows neighborhood target
of six residential burglaries

Big questions remain for El Camino

Man robs Oil Changers on Willow Road 

 A string of six residential bur-
glaries were reported in the Wil-
lows neighborhood on Friday 
and Saturday, June 13 and 14, 
including two on Laurel Avenue, 
and one each on Euclid Avenue, 
Haight Street, Durham Street 
and Oak Court. 
 Among the items reported 
stolen: two laptop computers, 
an iPod, a camera and jewelry, 
according to a report from the 
Menlo Park Police Department. A 
credit card stolen from one home 
already had unauthorized charges 

made against it by the time the 
victim reported the theft. 
 The thieves appeared to gain 
entry through unlocked or open 
doors and windows in four of 
the six burglaries, and in each 
case, the burglary occurred dur-
ing the day, the report said. 
 Calls to the Menlo Park Police 
Department for comment were 
not returned by press time. 
 Police commonly advise resi-
dents that locking doors and 
windows is the best prevention 
against burglary. 

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

How much housing should 
be built along El Camino 
Real in Menlo Park? How 

tall should new buildings be? 
How can the city make it easier 
and safer for cars, bicyclists and 
pedestrians to cross El Camino?
 These were some of the key ques-
tions facing City Council members 
going into their June 10 meeting 
devoted to revamping properties 
along El Camino Real, but for the 
most part, the questions remained 
unanswered at the end of the four-
and-a-half hour affair.
 With midnight approaching, 
and council members hesitant to 
dive into the specifics of what type 
of development should replace 
abandoned auto dealerships along 
El Camino Real, further discus-
sion of the city’s main thorough-
fare was bumped to a meeting 
roughly scheduled for mid July.
 “We were pretty close [on June 
10], but we’re not quite there,” 
said Councilman John Boyle. 
“I’d hoped we’d take 10 steps 
forward, but maybe we took 
only six or seven.”
 The June 10 meeting had long 
been advertised as the culmina-
tion of the first phase of the city’s 
“El Camino Real visioning pro-
cess” — a six-month campaign 
to get the public to weigh in on 
how to improve the aesthetics 

and viability of El Camino Real 
and the city’s downtown area.
 Although council members 
took a long look at a city-hired 
consultant’s rough plan to add 
a hotel, multi-story housing, a 
downtown parking garage, and 
other amenities, council members 
refrained from taking any kind of 
stance on the tough issues — den-
sity, housing, and traffic control.
 “There’s still some ambiguity, 
there’s still some issues we need 
to grapple with, but I felt the level 
of community involvement was 
really encouraging,” said Coun-
cilwoman Kelly Fergusson.

What’s next?
 The consultant, Berkeley-based 
Design, Community & Environ-
ment, is tentatively scheduled 
to return in July with a more 
detailed plan for El Camino Real 
and the downtown area.
  From there, it’s unclear when 
the council will start making 
actual decisions regarding how 
the city should be developed. 
Some council members floated 
the idea of hiring another consul-
tant to lead that process, but there 
was no firm agreement at the June 
10 meeting.
 Council members have been 
adamant that the city take its 
time in the El Camino Real 
visioning process to get suf-

 A man simulating a weapon 
robbed Oil Changers at 944 
Willow Road at about 6 p.m. 
Sunday, June 15, according to 
Menlo Park police.
 The man approached an 
employee from behind, indicating 
he had a weapon, Officer Steven 
Knopp said in a press release. The 
employee was alone at the time.
 The intruder demanded mon-
ey from the safe, and after it was 
given to him, he fled on foot in 
an unknown direction, Officer 
Knopp said. The amount of cash 

taken is undetermined.
 The robber was described as 
black, in his 20s, and wearing a 
black hooded sweat shirt and a ski 
mask. The employee told police 
that, although the man simulated 
a weapon, it was never revealed.
 The case is still under inves-
tigation, and the police depart-
ment is asking that anyone with 
more information or who might 
have witnessed the incident call 
the department at 330-6300, or 
the Anonymous Tip Hotline at 
330-6395.
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On a February day this year, Suzanne Parsons found herself in the Stanford 
Hospital Emergency Department after taking a fall. The 87-year-old was 
met there by familiar faces—not just her family, but an orthopedics team 
from Stanford who had been getting to know her. “I was there in the waiting 
room with my daughter when my doctor came in,” says Suzanne. “He came 
right up to me and said ‘I thought that was you; the team is here.’ That was 
the day I got my new hip.”

Suzanne’s journey to the Stanford Hospital Orthopedic Department began 
nearly two years ago, when she was still living independently in her San 
Carlos home. A fall in 2006 left her with a broken leg and a badly damaged 
knee. She went to a surgeon who set the leg, and she diligently began her 
recovery and rehabilitation. But there were some bumps in the road.

“After a few months the leg began to bow out. It got really bad. I went to an-
other surgeon who took one look at it and told me to get into a wheel chair,” 
recalls Suzanne. “I told him that one thing I would not be doing right now 
is getting into a wheel chair.” It would take visits to three separate surgeons 
around the Bay Area before Suzanne found her way to Stanford Hospital, 

where she met the team that 
could rebuild her.

Rebuilding a Joint
Joint replacement surgery is a 
fairly common procedure. Each 
year, orthopedic surgeons in the 
U.S. perform more than 300,000 
total knee replacements, making 
it one of the most successful elec-

tive surgeries done today. The surgery replaces severely damaged cartilage 
tissue with a metal or plastic prosthesis that duplicates the function of the 
knee joint. Since the 1970s, the technology and long-term success of knee 
replacement surgery has improved dramatically, providing relief to people 
with chronic, debilitating knee pain.

While joint replacement surgery has an impressive success rate, nearly 
10% of implants will fail and require a second procedure, called a revision, 
to remove the old implants and replace them with new components. For 
Suzanne, her original knee joint replacement became loose and she suf-
fered severe bone loss. The orthopedic team at Stanford Hospital, led by Dr. 
Stuart Goodman, performed the revision that got Suzanne back on her feet.

“I specialize in joint replacement surgery and do quite a few revisions,” 
explains Dr. Goodman. “Suzanne’s case was unique due to the way her pre-
vious joint replacement was setting. Her leg just couldn’t heal properly.”

A New Support Team
Dr. Goodman’s reputation with his fellow clinicians throughout the area 
made it possible for Suzanne to improve her situation. “While joint replace-
ment surgery is fairly common, things can still go wrong,” Dr. Goodman 
confides. “The most important thing is to have a team of people, whether 
they are at the same institution or at another hospital, who have the exper-
tise and ability to fix a problem when it arises.” 

Suzanne was referred to Dr. Goodman by her original surgeon. Their first 
meeting set the tone for her recovery. “He had such an amazing manner,” 
says Suzanne. “He came so highly recommended I didn’t know if he would 
be able to schedule me for surgery.” Dr. Goodman told Suzanne that he 
would operate on her in three days.

 

Rehabilitation a Step Away
Following Suzanne’s successful surgery, she moved into the Classic Resi-
dence by Hyatt’s Assisted Living facility just down the street from Stanford 
Hospital. The new living arrangement meant close proximity to rehabilita-
tion services, located just steps away from her new apartment. 

“Once in awhile things happen and it’s just right,” Suzanne explains. At first 
reluctant to go to an assisted living facility, she’s found the care she needs. 
Suzanne’s successful recovery is due in large part to how quickly she was 
able to get back on her feet after her surgery. Following a total joint replace-

ment, physical therapy ensures that 
patients can recover joint function 
and maintain or increase their ability 
to walk, or ambulate.  

“Our goal is to maintain or improve 
mobility for all of our patients,” says 
Dr. Goodman. “Surgery only gets 
people so far. Our physical therapists 
are the ones who get patients back 
on their feet and keep them moving.”

Rebounding After a Set Back
Suzanne’s broken hip was a setback, but it hasn’t kept her down. She gets 
around independently, relying on a walker she playfully named “George” 
and a smaller, curvier cane, “Georgette.” She keeps up with physical ther-

apy, attending sessions at 
the Hyatt and doing exer-
cises on her own. “When life 
gives you lemons, you make 
lemonade,” beams Suzanne. 
“I got my leg back—I am the 
bionic woman!”  

***

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiac 

care, cancer treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among “America’s Best Hos-

pitals” by U.S. News and World Report, Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical 

breakthroughs into the care of patients. The Hospital is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the 

Stanford University School of Medicine and Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford

Stanford Hospital Health Notes
A community health educat ion ser ies from Stanford Hospital  & Cl in ics

Did You Know...

For more information on joint replacement at Stanford Hospital, call (650) 723-7266

Easy Tips to Help You Maintain Healthy Joints
less excess weight on your body means less 

stress on your joints.
make sure you’re getting enough calcium to build strong 

bones; vitamin C supports joint tissue.
Stretching and strengthening activities can help maintain your range of 

motion, build muscle and promote flexibility.
Sitting or standing all day can cause joint stiffness. When possible, alternate 

between these two positions, ideally every 30 minutes.

While joint replacement surgery has 

an impressive success rate, nearly 

10% of implants will fail and require 

a second procedure, called a revision, 

to remove the old implants and re-

place them with new components.

 “The most important thing is to 

have a team of people, whether 

they are at the same institution 

or at another hospital, who have 

the expertise and ability to fix a 

problem when it arises.” 

“When life gives you lemons, you make 

lemonade,” beams Suzanne. “I got my 

leg back—I am the bionic woman!”

Suzanne Parsons (right) sees her orthopedic team. (Left to right) 
Dominique Cano, Susie Imery and Dr. Stuart Goodman

Dr. Goodman examines Suzanne’s knee.

Suzanne exercises to keep her new joints limber.

Photos by Mark Tuschman

Left: An x-ray taken after Suzanne’s original surgery shows how 
the joint replacement was failing.  Above: Dr. Goodman reviews 
Suzanne’s current x-rays.
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For Ron Newdoll of Woodside, going solar is a no-brainer.
 The results of that conviction are highly visible over in North Fair Oaks, squeezed 

between Edison Way and the railroad tracks. Almost an acre of bright blue solar 
panels covers the roofs and provides shade to Newdoll Enterprises and Mr. 
Newdoll’s Edison Technology Park.
  “We have a 400 kilowatt photovoltaic solar installation that provides 100 

percent of the power requirements for an 85,000-square-foot industrial 
center with four buildings,” Mr. Newdoll says. “One hundred percent of 
our electricity and power comes from the sun.”

  In April, Newdoll Enterprises, which designs and manufactures 
solar power equipment, earned one of San Mateo County’s first 

Green Business certificates for unincorporated areas.

enterprises go solarRR
on newdoll’son newdoll’s

COVER STORY

NN
ewdoll Enterprises of North Fair Oaks earns county Green ewdoll Enterprises of North Fair Oaks earns county Green 
Business certificate. His Edison Technology Park is totally Business certificate. His Edison Technology Park is totally 

powered by the sun. He also runs an art gallery.powered by the sun. He also runs an art gallery.
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 Kim Springer, resource conservation 
manager for the county’s RecycleWorks, 
admires Mr. Newdoll for his unique rela-
tions with his tenants. “Ron works with 
his tenants as a community to conserve 
resources, whether it’s recycling, energy 
efficiency, or water conservation,” he says.
 Mr. Newdoll wants his next building to 
be the greenest in the Bay Area. Due to 
start construction this year just south of 
the current four, the 40,000 square-foot 
building will incorporate solar heating and 
air conditioning, generation of electricity 
from excess steam, capturing rain water 
for landscaping and toilet flushing, and 
maximum use of recycled materials. “So 
nothing’s wasted,” he says.
 “We’re shooting to make it a LEED Plati-
num building,” Mr. Newdoll says, referring 
to the top rating in the green building rat-
ing system known as LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design).
 Mr. Newdoll’s passions are contagious. 
They extend far beyond the solar future, 
to music, technology and art. Over a long 
career, he’s been a radar expert and has run 
a company for 40-plus years that still builds 
recording equipment and studios around 
the world.
 Newdoll Enterprise’s main office at 3515-B 
Edison Way opens into an art gallery. The 
visitor enters a large room ringed by elegant 
stone Shona carvings from Zimbabwe. The 
walls are splashed with bright paintings on 
biotech themes by artist Julie Newdoll, Mr. 
Newdoll’s daughter.
 Mr. Newdll’s enthusiasm for all his proj-
ects seems boundless. “I’m so excited about 
what I do that it just bubbles over,” he says.

Radar to music to solar

 Ron Newdoll grew up in the San Fer-
nando Valley when it was still orchards and 
vineyards.
 Ron joined the California Air National 
Guard when he was 17 and still in high 
school. A couple of training sessions in 
radar electronics at Biloxi, Mississippi, and 
a couple of years at Burbank City College 
launched young Mr. Newdoll into a career 
in radar.
 In 1959 Mr. Newdoll found himself in 
Redwood City at Ampex. While there he 
met and married co-worker Agnes Leon, 
a Redwood City girl who dreamed of liv-
ing in Woodside. He also began lecturing 
around the world under contract to the 
Air Force on the operation and mainte-
nance of recording equipment.
 In 1961, Mr. Newdoll was offered “a job I 
couldn’t refuse” as a GS-13 (a high civil ser-
vice rank) with the Air Force at San Angelo, 
Texas. “I was 23,” he says.
 Mr. Newdoll hadn’t been with the Air 
Force long before he started moonlighting. 
He set up a small recording studio.
 “My first effort went gold — talk about 
luck!” he says, showing a framed gold 45 
rpm recording of “The Last Kiss,” a rock-
and-roll song performed by J. Frank Wilson 
and the Cavaliers, which sold at least two 
million copies. It hangs the wall of his office. 
“I still enjoy showing it to people. Sometimes 
they start singing it to me,” he chuckles.
 Mr. Newdoll’s recording business, which 
became the company Accurate Sound, did 
so well that he could leave the Air Force, 
and eventually the young family moved 
move back to the Bay Area “We decided we 
weren’t Texans at heart,” he says.
 “’The Last Kiss’ got me interested in 
the music business,” Mr. Newdoll says. 
Through Accurate Sound, now part of 
Newdoll Enterprises, he manufactured 

recording equipment and built recording 
studios all over the world. He has put in stu-
dios for household names like Ray Charles, 
the Mommas and the Poppas, and Joe 
South. “I still love the business,” he says.
 The Newdolls moved to Woodside in 
1973. Their four children attended Wood-
side Elementary School and Woodside High 
School. They have two grandchildren and 
one on the way.
 The Newdolls run the business as a team, 
Mr. Newdoll says. Ms. Newdoll does the 
accounting. They moved Accurate Sound 
from Texas to Fifth Avenue in Redwood 
City, where they manufactured equipment 
and put in a recording studio.
 In 1978, Mr. Newdoll bought the com-
mercial complex on Edison Way, and in 
1980 he moved in. The complex expanded 
with two new buildings in the 1980s. Now 
it has 30 tenants in 50 spaces. “We’re full,” 
Mr. Newdoll says.
 Mr. Newdoll loves his tenants; it appears 
his tenants like him. “They never want 
to leave unless they’re forced to,” he says. 
“There’s a synergy.”
 Tenants at Edison Technology Park range 
from contractors and a patent attorney to a 
landscape architect, high-tech companies 
in electronics and biotech, and Dieter’s Ger-
man Car Repair.
 It was later that Mr. Newdoll was bitten 
by the solar bug. He took note as the gov-
ernment and PG&E began providing more 
incentives to install solar power. His passion 
for high tech kicked in.
“I ran the numbers and decided that put-
ting solar on the roof was a good fiscal 
move,” he says. “It would also benefit the 
environment.”

Advancing solar

 During 2004, Edison Technology Park 
installed more than 2,388 solar modules 
from three different manufacturers on the 
roofs of its four buildings, and wired them 
into the electrical system. They produce 
almost 400,000 kilowatts of peak power, 
and generate 570,000 kilowatt hours of 
renewable electricity a year, according to a 
company brochure.
 Electric meters that run both forward 
and backward symbolize Newdoll’s compli-
cated relationship with PG&E. The meters 
run forward in winter when the complex 
is using more power than it generates. In 
summer, the solar system exports enough 
energy to power more than 100 homes in 
nearby Atherton and Redwood City neigh-
borhoods, the brochure explains.
 Once a year the bill is “trued up,” Mr. 
Newdoll says. The problem is that the New-
doll complex pays PG&E for the power it 
buys in the winter, but PG&E doesn’t pay 
for the power it gains in the summer.
 “They don’t even say thank you. We just 
lose it,” he grumbles. “There’s no incentive 
to install more solar because they won’t pay 
you for it.”
 Mr. Newdoll is supporting new legislation 
so PG&E, or other electric companies, will 
have to pay the producer for power deliv-
ered to its system.
 While the economics of installing solar 
power were favorable for Mr. Newdoll, 
they may be tougher for other businesses, 
be notes.
 Mr. Newdoll had two advantages that a 
more struggling company might not have. 
He grew up with a family of contractors, 
so he was familiar with construction. He 
was able to be his own general contrac-

‘Brush with Science’ 
Art gallery at solar company shows biotech paintings 

and Shona sculpture from Zimbabwe

By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

It’s a real surprise to enter a high-
tech solar company in Edison 
Technology Park, and find a lively 

display of bright paintings on biotech 
themes, and dozens of elegant stone 
carvings by Shona sculptors from 
Zimbabwe.
 Welcome to “Brush with Science 
Gallery” at 3515B Edison Way in 
North Fair Oaks. It is open from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays.
 Ron Newdoll of Woodside has used 
the entrance to his corporate offices 
to display two groups of art pieces in a 
gallery that will soon present lectures 
and be open for events.
 Julie Newdoll, a microbiologist and 
medical illustrator, has mounted a 
striking display of paintings with 
biological themes on the walls of her 
father’s office. Her paintings show 
Native American folklore, Japanese 
kimonos decorated with biotech sym-
bols, and Greek mythology, says Mr. 
Newdoll during a tour.
 Ms. Newdoll’s pictures have 
appeared on the covers of dozens of 
biotech magazines, her father says 
proudly. And she does paintings on 
commission from doctors all over the 
world. Her images merge life science 
and culture, myths and molecules, 

according to her Web site, brushwith-
science.com.
 The Zimbabwe sculptures, as carved 
by generations from the Shona tribe, 
reflect in polished stone the shapes 
and spirits of animals and people. 
One sculpture shows three giraffes 
with gracefully entwined necks. Oth-
ers are birdbaths, each with a small 
carved hippo to enjoy the water.
 Mr. Newdoll acquired the collec-
tion by a kind of fluke — it’s called 
barter.
 His company, Accurate Sound, 
sells recording equipment all over the 
world. When a potential customer in 
Zimbabwe wanted to buy a recording 
studio, he couldn’t pay. “Their money 
is worthless,” Mr. Newdoll says.
 So they finally agreed to trade. 
Accurate Sound shipped a 20-foot 
cargo container full of recording 
equipment to the customer in Zimba-
bwe. In return, Mr. Newdoll received 
a 20-fooot cargo container stuffed 
with 10 tons of Shona carvings.
 Mr. Newdoll plans to open the gal-
lery soon for programs and lectures. 
“We’ll be able to give lectures on 
Shona and artwork and my other pas-
sion, which is solar,” he says.
 For information on the Brush with 
Science Gallery, at 3515B Edison Way, 
call 440-0084, or go to brushwith-
science.com. A

See NEWDOLL, page 16

This “smart card,” 
under development 

by Newdoll 
Enterprises, 

monitors all the 
components of the 
solar system, from 

panels to meter, and 
maximizes the yield 

of electricity from 
the whole system. 

The Brush with Science Gallery at the headquarters of Newdoll Enterprises features 
mystical medical paintings by Julie Newdoll, Ron Newdoll’s daughter, and Shona 
sculpture obtained from Zimbabwe as barter for a recording studio. On top is “Spindles 
of Necessity,” showing the goddess of cell division splitting a cell.
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N E W STHE BEST QUALITY & SELECTION OF BEAUTY PRODUCTS

Stanford Shopping Center
Now located between Macy's and 

Bloomingdale's, next to Playa Grill

650.321.4177

Visit us to receive a FREE GIFT!  No purchase necessary. 

Low Cost Divorce/Living Trust 

DOCUMENT PREPARATION SERVICE

We The People®
We the People is a registered trademark. Stores are owned/operated by franchisees who are not 

lawyers, cannot represent customers; select legal forms, or give advice on rights or laws. Services are 
provided at customers’ request and are not a substitute for advice of a lawyer. Prices do not include court costs.

650-324-3800

INCLUDES:

Kyle & Koko

Foundation gives $1.5 million to schools
By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

The Las Lomitas Education 
Foundation reached a 
new fundraising high this 

year, allowing it to present a $1.5 
million gift to the Las Lomitas 
School District on June 10.
 A committee representing 
foundation and school repre-
sentatives determined how the 
grant will be used to support 
education programs in the dis-
trict’s two elementary schools, 
Las Lomitas and La Entrada.
 Here’s how the funds are to be 
used:
 ■ $819,000, the largest amount, 
will help defray the cost of lower-
ing the number of students in 

classes. Class sizes at Las Lomi-
tas, a grad K-3 school, will be 
capped at 20 students with one 
teacher instead of an average of 
24 students. Classes at La Entrada, 
grades 4-8, will have an average of 
24 students instead of 27.
 ■ $531,500 will provide 
“extras” at both schools, such 
as staffing for a range of elec-
tives at La Entrada, including 
three foreign languages, visual 
and performing arts, geometry, 
and support classes; a part-time 
music teacher at Las Lomitas; 
additional physical education 
staff; and partial funding of 
counselors and aides to help stu-
dents in the library media center 
and with technology and math.
 ■ $65,000 will defray the cost 

of two new initiatives at Las 
Lomitas — Literacy Collabora-
tive and Reading Recovery for 
Kindergarten — and provide 
electronic interactive white-
boards at both schools.
 ■ $84,500, raised as “Fund-
A-Need” donations at the foun-
dation’s annual auction last 
month, will go to support visual 
and performing arts at both 
schools. 
 In accepting the grant, trust-
ees thanked foundation leaders 
and the community for their 
continuing support of education 
in the district. 
 For more information about 
the nonprofit Las Lomitas Edu-
cation Foundation, go online to 
www.llef.org. A

Las Lomitas district budget ‘in good shape’ for 2008-09
By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer

The Las Lomitas School 
District starts its new fiscal 
year July 1 “in good shape” 

with a $16.9 million budget — a 
1.8 percent increase over the 
2007-08 fiscal year — and healthy 
reserves, said De Modderman, 
the district’s business manager.
 Budget projections turned more 
positive for the district after Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger issued 
his revised budget proposal in 
May that reduced the impact on 
“basic aid” districts such as Las 

Lomitas, which depend on local 
property tax revenues. 
 Board members unanimously 
adopted the budget July 10. Ms. 
Modderman reminded board 
members that the budget won’t 
be final until after the state bud-
get is approved by the Legisla-
ture and signed by the governor. 
That timing is uncertain. 
 A record $1.5 million grant 
from the Las Lomitas Education 
Foundation last week is a huge 
boost for the district.
 “This grant itself allows us to 
maintain the core values that 
are so important to the com-

munity,” said Superintendent 
Eric Hartwig. Those values, he 
said, include “small class sizes, 
a variety of enrichment oppor-
tunities for students that start 
at kindergarten and continue 
through the eighth grade, and 
(enhancing) the district’s ability 
to attract and maintain the best 
teachers in the area.”
 While personnel costs of about 
$13 million a year account for 82 
percent of the district budget, 
that amount could rise because 
salary negotiations for employ-

tor, he says. And he is a saver 
and had the resources to put 
in a $3.6 million facility. He 
also took advantage of rebates, 
tax incentives, and accelerated 
depreciation.
 “At the end of five years I will 
recoup my investment,” he says. 
“And for the next 25 years I have 
free electricity.”
 Mr. Newdoll still recommends 
that other businesses try to go 
solar — if they have a roof that is 
capable of supporting solar panels. 
“In my opinion, it’s a no-brainer 
to put solar on the roof.” he says. 
It might take 10 years to pay it off, 
but “you still have 20 years of free 
electricity.”

At Edison 

Technology Park

 In front of Mr. Newdoll’s 
office, along Edison Way, a tall 
control panel topped by solar 
panels has been set up to test 
what he calls a new “smart card.”  
This is one of several pieces of 
equipment being developed by 
Newdoll Enterprises to optimize 

the performance of solar panels 
and associated equipment.
 “We’ve installed 48 solar panels, 
24 with the new smart card and 
24 without, so we can compare 
the improvement with the smart 
card,” Mr. Newdoll explains. 
 Newdoll Enterprises LLC was 
formed in 2007 to develop and 
manufacture products that will 
harvest the greatest amount of 
power from the sun with the 
greatest efficiency, Mr. Newdoll 
writes. The company invents 
electrical devices that will improve 
solar inverters and solar panels, 
and better monitor the operations 
of solar systems. 
 A visit to Mr. Newdoll’s new-
est tenant shows how they work 
together for greener products in a 
greener environment.
 Peter Sharer, CEO of Agile-
waves, loves the remodeling of his 
new labs. “It is important for me 
that our space lines up with our 
values,” he says.
 Agilewaves has developed a 
“Resource Monitor” to measure 
consumption of gas, water, and 
electricity in homes and business-
es, calculate the carbon footprint, 
and display the information live 
on a touch-screen or Web page. 

 Mr. Sharer, who rides a scooter 
to work from his nearby home in 
North Fair Oaks, points to new 
green features in his bright working 
quarters lit by a skylight and high-
efficiency lights. There is flooring 
made of cork; the Shaw carpet is 
both recycled and recycleable; the 
linoleum is actually made of linseed 
oil. And the paint is free of volatile 
organics. “That’s good for the guys 
who do the painting and good for 
our guys,” he says.
 Mr. Newdoll is also enthusiastic. 
“I’m going to encourage Peter to 
apply to the county for a Green 
Business certificate,” he says.
 And there are many more ideas 
where these came from. “We’re in 
expansion mode,” says Mr. Newdoll 
eagerly. “We never quit. We just go 
on and on and on and on.” A

NEWDOLL
continued from page 15

■  INFORMATION

For information on Newdoll Enter-
prises, call 365-2843. For informa-
tion on his recording business, go to 
www.accuratesound.com. Informa-
tion on San Mateo County’s Green 
Business Program can be found 
at recycleworks.org. Information 
about the Bay Area Green Business 
Program is available at greenbiz.
abag.ca.gov.

Continued on next page



By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

Three days of marathon 
hearings on San Mateo 
County’s proposed $1.73 

billion budget for fiscal year 
2009 open Monday, June 23, at 
9 a.m. and continue through 
Wednesday, June 25.
 The proposed budget, which 
already includes cuts to eliminate 
a structural deficit, took another 
likely hit based on Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger’s May revision of 
the proposed state budget.
 In a June 3 report, County 
Manager John Maltbie reported 
the county stands to lose $29.3 
million in state funds as a result of 
the state’s $17.2 billion deficit. His 
proposed budget had earlier antici-
pated a loss of only $7.4 million.
 If adopted, the proposed cuts in 
would reduce state support of the 
Human Services Agency by $13.1 
million; the Health Department 
by $5.8 million; and public safety 
programs by $8 million.

 The proposed county budget for 
the fiscal year starting July 1 would 
fund 5,860 positions, 12 fewer than 
in the current budget, and would 
spend $4 million less. It would tap 
general fund reserves for $26.4 
million, reduce operating costs of 
county departments by $8 million, 
and continue a hiring freeze.

Schedule
 The budget hearings will open 
with a statement by the county 
manager on Monday, June 23, at 
9 a.m., in the Supervisors Cham-
bers, 400 County Center, at the 
corner of Bradford and Hamilton 
streets in Redwood City.
 Starting at 1:30 p.m., the 
Monday afternoon session will 
include: the Human Service 
Agency; the San Mateo County 
Medical Center; the Department 
of Housing; the Parks Depart-
ment; and the Planning and 
Building Department.
 Tuesday, June 24, at 9:30 a.m., 
the hearings will include: the 
County Library; Child Support 

Services; the district attorney/
public administrator; and the 
Probation Department.
 Tuesday, June 24, at 1:30 p.m., 
the hearings will include: the 
Sheriff’s Office/Office of Emer-
gency Services; the Coroner’s 
Office; the Private Defender Pro-
gram; County support of the 
courts; and the Grand Jury.
 Wednesday, June 25, at 1 p.m., 
the hearings will include: the 
Human Resources Department; 
the Department of Public Works; 
and Capital Projects.
 At 4:30 p.m., the hearings will 
wrap up, and the supervisors will 
adopt the budget.
 Hearings on the final budget 
will take place Sept. 30. These will 
reflect the budget that is finally 
adopted by the state. 
 The recommended budget is 
available for viewing online at 
www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/budget 
or at the County Manager’s office 
at County Center. The detailed 
schedule of hearings is available at 
both sites. A

ees haven’t concluded.
 The district projects that 1,169 
students will enroll in the next 
school year, an increase of 33 
students over the past year. 
Kindergarten enrollment at Las 
Lomitas, a grade K through 3 
school, could increase from 140 
to as many as 160 children.
 “We’re totally staffed for 
next year and ready to handle 
the increase in students,” said 
Superintendent Hartwig.
 The district will have the 
equivalent of three more full-
time teachers to handle the 
increase in students and to staff 
the special education class that 
is moving back to the district; 
up to now, students have been 
transported to special education 
programs in other districts.
 The average cost of education 
for a student in the Las Lomitas 
district in the next school year is 
estimated at $14,505, compared 
with $13,000 in the current year.
 About 86 percent of the district’s 
revenue comes from local sources. 
Property taxes make up the major 
share of revenue, and the esti-
mated increase in property tax 
revenues for the budget year start-
ing July 1 remains at 5 percent.
 The district’s $311 annual 
parcel tax brings in $1.2 million 
a year. A total of 485 property 
owners, age 65 and older, have 
asked for and received exemp-
tion from the tax .
 The $1.5 million foundation 
grant compares with $1.25 mil-
lion last year. Rental of the dis-
trict’s former La Loma School 

site in Sharon Heights and the 
former Ladera School site, now 
leased to Woodland School, will 
bring in a combined income of 
$1.65 million during the budget 
year starting July 1.
 Income from the state is 
expected to be reduced to $1.19 
million, compared with $1.3 
million in the 2007-08 budget 
year. This includes: $571,140 
for class-size reduction in 
grades K-3; about $151,000 for 
bus transportation; and about 
$146,000 from the state lottery.

 Federal funds account for 
about 1.4 percent of the district’s 
income. 
 The district expects to end the 
year with a $556,810 balance in 
the general fund. 
 The board last week decided to 
move $200,000 from the general 
fund reserve to the so-called 
“Basic Aid Differential Reserve” 
it established June 11 to protect 
the district against future fund-
ing uncertainties that could 
impact basic-aid districts 
adversely. A
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Coming July 19th & 20th 

(650) 854-2626

Publishes Wednesday, July 16th in 

The Almanac & The Palo Alto Weekly

Rates include Full color! 
Call to reserve your space today!

Menlo Park’s annual Connoisseur’s 
Marketplace draws over 60,000 visitors 
every year to this two day event.

This year’s special issue of the official 
information guide will reach 60,000 
households from Menlo Park to Los Altos Hills.

Advertising Deadline is
THURS., JULY 3RD, 2008

(1 block north of Stanford Shopping Center 
& 2 blocks south of Downtown Menlo Park)

Air Conditioning Service
Evacuate • Recharge • Performance Check

$8995*

+Freon
(rl340)

*Most cars - ‘94 & newer 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Must present coupon. Expires 7/16/08.

301 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park

650.328.0287

WE ARE A 
CONSUMER 
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

GOLD SHIELD 
STATION Schedu le  Ma intenance

30 /60/90K
Factory Recommended Service

■■  Brakes
■■  Muffl ers
■■  Catalytic Converters

✓✓
✓✓
✓✓

650-329-0440
1101 Welch Road, Suite B-1

Palo Alto, CA  94304

 24 hour availability
 Same day appointments
 Executive physicals
 House calls

www.drsimsonline.com
Please call to schedule a

complimentary consultation

650-743-7702
www.Obeo.com/SteveGray
sgray@cashin.com

EMAIL Steve Gray
for the real estate
report specific to 
your city at
sgray@cashin.com

Atherton

Menlo Park

Palo Alto 

Portola Valley

or Woodside

Get the FACTS that match your
location! Real estate is local.
Understanding the market

helps you make an informed
decision... so in today’s

market when the facts
aren’t always black and

white... maybe you
need some Gray!

LOCATION
LOCATION
LOCATION

Steven Gray, Realtor

Continued from previous page 

Hearings on $1.73 billion county budget
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PEDIATRIC WEIGHT CONTROL PROGRAM

This family-based, behavioral and educational weight management program promotes 
healthy eating and exercise habits for overweight children and their families. More than 
80% of  children achieve long-term weight loss through this program – and parents lose 
weight too! The new session starts soon, so call (650) 725-4424 to pre-register. Spaces 
are limited. 

INFANT AND CHILD CPR

Parents and other childcare providers will learn the techniques of  infant and child CPR 
and how to avoid choking hazards. Mannequins are used to provide hands-on training. 

 - Monday, July 7

CHILDBIRTH CLASS BY THE SEA

Take a childbirth preparation class in a unique, retreat-like setting at the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel in Half  Moon Bay. This course includes breakfast and lunch for two at the 
hotel, as well as participation in breastfeeding and cesarean birth classes. 

 - Sunday, July 27 
 
SAFELY HOME CAR SEAT FITTING PROGRAM 

Did you know that 80% of  car seats are set up incorrectly? A certified technician at 
Packard Children’s can ensure that your child’s car seat or booster is properly installed. 
The service, aided by Kohl’s, is free and available Monday through Saturday. Call (650) 
736-2981 to make an appointment. 

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

E-Scrap Electronics Recycling Day!

Do the right thing–
recycle your personal or 

business electronics and 
computer equipment

Saturday, June 21  

Menlo Park – 9 am to 3 pm

Tyco Electronics, 

300 Constitution Drive, Menlo Park

Free
drop-off for Menlo Park
and Atherton residents

Acceptable Items

Camcorders, Cell Phones, Chips and Components, Computers, Computer 

Monitors, Connectors/Cables, DVD Players, Fax Machines, Household Batteries, 

Keyboards, Lab Equipment, Fluorescent Tubes/Lamps, Laptops, Main Frames, 

Mice, Optical Drives, PC Boards, PDA's, Printed Circuit Boards, Printers, Radios, 

Scanners, Servers, Stereos, Storage Discs, Tape and Zip Drives, Televisions, 

UPS Power Supply Units and VCR's

www.RethinkWaste.org

Unacceptable Items

Automotive Batteries, Household Appliances (Fans, 

Floor Heaters, Smoke Detectors, Vacuum Cleaners, 

etc.), Kitchen Appliances (Cooktops, Dishwashers, 

Microwaves, Ovens, Stoves, Refrigerators/Freezers) 

or Large Appliances

Sharon Heights county club
fireworks show sparks dispute
By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

For five years, Sharon 
Heights Golf and Country 
Club in Menlo Park has put 

on a July Fourth fireworks show 
for its members, giving residents 
of the nearby Sharon Heights 
neighborhood front row seats 
to the only fireworks show held 
within city limits.
 Now, one resident is trying 
to keep this year’s fireworks 
show from happening, and a 
lot of country club members 
and neighbors aren’t too happy 
about that.
 Melanie Austin, who lives near 
Alameda de las Pulgas, approxi-
mately one mile from where 
the fireworks are launched, is 
appealing a decision by city 
staff to grant a “special events 
permit” to the country club 
to put on its fireworks show. 
The permit is required because 
fireworks violate the city’s noise 
ordinance.
 The appeal has sparked a 
flood of more than 60 letters 
to the Planning Commission, 
urging commissioners to allow 
the country club to put on its 
annual show.
 “This is a great tradition,” said 
Sand Hill Circle neighbor Randy 
Lieber. “If one person wants to 
speak out, that’s her right ... but 
I’ve never heard of anyone else 
objecting.”
 The Planning Commission 
is scheduled to consider Ms. 
Austin’s appeal at its meeting on 
Monday, June 16, which starts at 
7 p.m. in the council chambers 
at the Civic Center, between 
Laurel and Alma streets.
 The meeting is after The 
Almanac’s Monday press dead-
line, so check TheAlmanacOn-
line.com for a news update.

The appeal
 In her appeal, Ms. Austin says 
the city should pull the permit 

because:
 ■ The 20-minute show, sched-
uled to start at 9:15 p.m., causes 
“extreme noise” that affects 
nearby residents and dogs.
 ■ The fireworks show cre-
ates a potential fire hazard, and 
requires a “frivolous” use of fire 
district resources.
 “I think it’s kind of irrespon-
sible, especially considering the 
fire situation in the Bay Area 
right now, for a fire truck to be 
devoted to monitor an event for 
a private club,” Ms. Austin told 
The Almanac. “I have the right 
to protest, and I’m protesting.”
 The country club is located at 
2900 Sand Hill Road near Inter-
state 280. A licensed pyrotech-
nician operates the fireworks, 
according to a report by Deanna 
Chow, a senior planner with the 
city.
 The city’s planning staff, 
which granted the permit, is 
recommending the Planning 
Commission deny Ms. Austin’s 
appeal. The country club “has 
worked diligently” to create safe 
conditions for the show, Ms. 
Chow said.
 The country club reimburses 
the Menlo Park Fire Protec-
tion District for inspection and 
supervision costs, and although 
the fireworks are loud, the event 
occurs just once a year, Ms. 
Chow said.
 Sharon Heights Golf and 
Country Club staff did not 
return The Almanac’s calls. A  

Ice cream thieves
undone by tech
 When a theft is under way, 
one rule that is sometimes over-
looked by the criminals — don’t 
do something stupid that gives 
the game away — was ignored 
again on May 24 when thieves 
stole 120 small containers of 
variously f lavored ice cream 
from a vending machine outside 
the Shell station in Ladera. 
 “The villains used a credit 
card to pay for gas” and were 
caught on a surveillance tape, 
Sgt. Linda Gibbons of the San 
Mateo County Sheriff ’s Office 
told The Almanac. 
 The suspects, all male and all 
17, were each charged with one 
count of burglary and released 
to their parents after promising 
to appear before a judge in the 
county’s juvenile court system. 
 Two suspects are from Men-
lo Park and one from Red-
wood City, Sgt. Gibbons said. 

  ■ MENLO PARK

See ICE CREAM, page 19
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Dr. Kathleen Tavarez has been named an 

Invisalign Elite Premier Provider, recognizing 

select doctors who have achieved an extraordi-

nary level of experience and who represent 

the top 1% of  North American practitioners.

800 Menlo Avenue, #101
Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-329-9600

www.drtavarez.com

B OX  O F F I C E :  
650.725.ARTS (2787)
www.ticketweb.com

I N F O R M AT I O N : 
650.736.0324
www.stanfordjazz.org

 All events at Stanford University

 Group rates, festival subscriptions and 50% 
student discounts available

 Discount Ticket Program: $5 tickets 
for selected concerts for children under 18 and 
accompanying adults (up to 5 people per group)

 J U N E

 6.27 Terence Blanchard Quintet

 6.28 Early Bird Jazz: From the 
African Diaspora, featuring 
Crosspulse Percussion 
Ensemble

 6.28 Mary Stallings

 6.29 3 Cohens

J U LY

 7.5 John Calloway Quintet

 7.6 Everything You Wanted to 
Know About Jazz (But Were 
Afraid to Ask)

 7.6 Sony Holland Plus Five

 7.11 Mulgrew Miller

 7.12 Early Bird Jazz: An Intro to
  Jazz for Kids w/ Jim Nadel
  and Friends

 7.12 Kenny Burrell Quartet

 7.13 Mel Martin and the
  Benny Carter Tribute Band

 7.18 Gary Bartz Quartet
  featuring George Cables

 7.19 The Whole Drum Truth

 7.20 Yosvany Terry: Yedégbé –
  the Afro-Caribbean Legacy

 7.21 Sandy Cressman and
  Homenagem Brasileira

 7.22 Dayna Stephens Quartet

 7.23 Andrew Speight’s Bebop Night

 7.24 Victor Lin and Friends

 7.26 Geoffrey Keezer Quartet
  w/ special guest Joe Locke

 7.27 Taylor Eigsti/Julian Lage Duo

 7.28 Sylvia Cuenca Trio

 7.29 Ruth Davies’ Blues Night
  featuring Henry Butler

 7.30 Ambrose Akinmusire
  and Friends

 7.31 Tia Fuller and Healing Space

AUG UST

 8.2 Dena DeRose Trio w/ special 
guest Wycliffe Gordon

 8.3 The Agosto Trio: John Scofield, 
Larry Grenadier, Bill Stewart

 8.4 Barry Harris/
  Charles McPherson Quartet

 8.5 Jason Moran/Larry Grenadier/
  Richard Davis/Jeff Ballard

 8.6 Wycliffe Gordon Sextet

 8.8 SJW All-Star Jam Session

 8.9 Fly +1 w/ special guest
  Joshua Redman

OPE N I NG N IG HT!

June 27th, 8 PM

Terence
Blanchard

Quintet

J U N E  2 7 – A U G U S T  9

Watkins Avenue crossing
to close for two weekends
 The railroad grade crossing at 
Watkins Avenue will be closed 
for the weekends of June 20 to 
23, and June 27 to June 30, while 
Caltrain reconstructs the cross-
ing and adjacent track. Caltrain 
will also repave the street.
 The street will be closed at the 
crossing from 8 a.m. Friday to 5 
a.m. Monday each of the week-
ends.
 During the closure, drivers, 
cyclists and pedestrians can 
use Fair Oaks Lane or Encinal 
Avenue as a detour.
 Neighbors may hear back-up 
alarms and construction noise 
from the equipment. Two por-

table light towers powered by a 
diesel generator will be used for 
night work. Caltrain promises 
construction crews will work 
as quickly and quietly as pos-
sible to minimize disruptions to 
neighbors.
 Train service will continue as 
usual during closure, with trains 
running through the area on a 
single track. As a result, passen-
gers waiting for both north and 
southbound trains at the Ather-
ton and Menlo Par stations will 
board from the northbound 
platform on the first weekend, 
and the southbound platform 
on the second weekend. 

 A Colorado doctor pleaded 
not guilty Thursday in San 
Mateo County Superior Court 
to one felony charge of unau-
thorized practice of medicine, 
for prescribing pills over the 
Internet to a Menlo Park 
youth without possessing a 
California medical license. 
 Dr. Christian Ellis Hageseth, 
67, allegedly prescribed generic 
Prozac to Stanford University 
student John McKay, 19, on 
June 6, 2005. Mr. McKay com-
mitted suicide two months 
later, on Aug. 2, in his home on 
Oak Street in Menlo Park. The 
coroner’s report showed that 
Mr. McKay had the medicine, 
as well as alcohol, in his system 
at the time of his death.
 Menlo Park police Officer 
Felicia Byars, who was dis-
patched to the home after 
Mr. McKay’s mother found 
his body, testified she found 
a rum bottle at the home that 
was three-quarters empty.
  Dr. Hageseth filled a 
90-capsule prescription for 
Mr. McKay through the Web 
site www.USAnewRX.com.
  However, the doctor was 

not legally allowed to prac-
tice medicine in Califor-
nia because his license had 
expired, according to Deputy 
District Attorney Jennifer Ow. 
He had a restricted medical 
license from Colorado at the 
time he prescribed the drugs.
 Defense attorney Anthony 
Gibbs has argued that because 
Dr. Hageseth never set foot 
in California, he never prac-
ticed medicine in the state. 
However, Judge John Grand-
saert found that because Dr. 
Hageseth knew the mailing 
address was in California, he 
knew that the medicine would 
be used in a state where he had 
no practitioner’s license.
  A trial is scheduled for Oct. 
20 at 8:45 a.m.
 Mr. McKay had just finished 
his freshman year at Stan-
ford at the time of his death. 
He was a 2004 graduate of 
Menlo-Atherton High School, 
where he was president of the 
debate team for four years. His 
parents are David and Sheila 
McKay of Menlo Park.

— Bay City News Service

Their names are being withheld 
because they are juveniles. 
 The scheme began to unravel 
the morning after when a gas 
station attendant notified the 
Sheriff ’s Office of the break-
in. Deputies put two and two 
together after watching the tape 

and seeing the youths make 
several trips to their vehicle, pre-
sumably carrying the ice cream, 
Sgt. Gibbons said. 
 Deputies traced the credit card, 
made a call and a youth confessed 
and implicated two friends. 
 The ice cream had a value of 
$225. Most of it was returned, 
having been stored in a suspect’s 
freezer, Sgt. Gibbons said. 

ICE CREAM 
continued from page 18

Doctor pleads not guilty in death
of Stanford student from Menlo Park

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estateTheAl



By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Weekends and holidays 
are supposed to be a 
time of respite from 

noise associated with major home 
construction in Portola Valley, but 
an apparent loophole in the town’s 
noise ordinance is allowing resi-
dents to continue the construction 
work on their own. 
 The ordinance restricts ordi-
nary construction activities to 
weekdays, but allows residents 
and “immediate family mem-
bers” to “maintain or improve” 
their homes and properties on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 
 Planning Manager Leslie Lam-
bert said she knows of at least six 
homes in town where residents 
and “family members” are doing 
weekend construction work on a 
new home, remodel or addition. 
 “They’re property owners who 
are acting as their own general 
contractors,” Ms. Lambert told 
the Town Council at its June 11 
meeting. “There’s a lot of noise in 
the valley every day of the week.” 
 Some of these residents are 
reportedly describing their 
co-workers as “cousins” when 
reminded of the ordinance’s 

restrictions on family members, 
Town Attorney Sandy Sloan said. 
 A subcommittee of town 
officials has been considering 
amendments to the noise ordi-
nance since 2006. Ms. Lambert 
was asking the council for rec-
ommendations prior to the sub-
committee’s June 17 meeting. 
 One idea with some appeal: 
narrow the ordinance’s exception 
to projects that do not require a 
building permit. Major remod-
els, additions and new homes all 
require a permit. 
 Council members agreed that 

an amended ordinance should 
be worded so as not to restrict 
residents who work during the 
week from using their weekends 
for home improvement. Days off 
are “critical” for these people, 
Councilman Richard Merk said. 
 Councilman Steve Toben, an 
experienced mediator, saw a 
role for the Peninsula Conflict 
Resolution Center, which offers 
mediation services. 
 “It’s precisely that kind of solu-
tion that we should be proposing 
in this town, not one that’s overly 
broad,” Mr. Toben said. “It’s all 
about living in a neighborhood 
and being in a situation with folks 
around you.”  A

 The public is invited to help 
plan the future of the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area 
(GGNRA) at an open house in 
Woodside, Tuesday, June 17, from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m., at Independence 
Hall, 2955 Woodside Road.
 The GGNRA, which extends 
from Woodside to Point Reyes, 
is one of the largest urban parks 
in the world and one of the most 
popular in the national park 
system.

 Of particular interest in 
Woodside will be future plans 
for the Phleger Estate, 1,250 
acres of forested hillside north 
of Woodside and adjacent to 
Huddart Park.
 Another key property in San 
Mateo County that is in the early 
planning stages is Rancho Corral 
de Tierra, 4,262 acres north of 
Half Moon Bay where massive 
subdivisions were once planned. 
 This property is still owned by 
the Peninsula Open Space Trust 
(POST), but has been included 
in the authorized boundaries 
of the GGNRA. POST will sell 
it to the federal government for 
inclusion in the GGNRA when 
funds become available.
 To sign up for the park newslet-
ter, send an e-mail to goga_gmp@
nps.gov or call 415-561-4965.
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Collection of 
Building Construction Street Impact Fee

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the 
City of Menlo Park, California, will hold a Public Hearing to 
consider  reauthorizing the collection of a building construc-
tion street impact fee. The amount of and basis for collection 
of the proposed fee is based on information which will be 
available to the public at least 10 days in advance of this 
Public Hearing at the Public Works Department.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that the City 
Council of the City of Menlo Park will hold this Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, August 5, 2008, at 7:00 p.m., or as near as pos-
sible thereafter, in the City Council Chambers of the City of 
Menlo Park, Civic Center - 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, 
California, at which time and place interested persons may 
appear and be heard thereon.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that “if you chal-
lenge this matter in court, you may be limited to raising 
only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public 
Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the 
Public Hearing”.

DATED: June 11, 2008
PUBLISHED: June 18 and June 25, 2008

SHERRY KELLY, Interim City Clerk

Published in THE ALMANAC on June 18, 25, 2008.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

765 Portola Road
Portola Valley, CA  94028

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
PROPOSED TOWN BUDGET FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2008/2009
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Town Council 
of the Town of Portola Valley will hold a public hear-
ing on the Proposed Town Budget for Fiscal Year 
2008/2009, Wednesday, June 25, 2008 at 8:00 p.m., 
Historic Schoolhouse, 765 Portola Road, Portola 
Valley, California.

Comments may be submitted in writing prior to the 
Town Council meeting or presented at the meeting.  
All interested persons are invited to appear before 
the Town Council at the time and place herein above 
mentioned. 

The Proposed Town Budget for fiscal year 2008/2009 
is available for viewing on the Town website at www.
portolavalley.net. as well as copies are available 
between 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.; 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 
p.m. at Portola Valley Town Hall, 765 Portola Road, 
Portola Valley, California and, via mail by contacting 
Sharon Hanlon, Town Clerk at 650-851-1700 ext.10.

Sharon Hanlon
Town Clerk

Published in THE ALMANAC on June 18, 2008.

Dugout tree wins reprieve
 The drama is over for the lean-
ing, mostly hollow but still vibrant 
oak tree at Ford Field in Portola 
Valley, a much beloved tree that 
six arborists had pronounced too 
dangerous to live. 
 The oak will not be cut down, 
the Town Council decided on 
June 11. The tree will be braced, 
the Little League dugout under it 
will stay closed, and the tree won’t 
be enclosed by a fence. 
 The council had agreed to put 
off its decision until the heavy 
limbs were trimmed and the 
danger reassessed. With a posi-
tive report from the arborist who 
trimmed the tree — one of the six 
originally skeptical arborists — 
the council voted 3-1 to let it live, 
with Councilman Steve Toben 
opposed and Councilman Ted 
Driscoll absent. 
 The arborist will be bracing the 
tree at a cost of $950 and will have 
to provide a letter on the tree’s 
condition and viability, though 
Councilwoman Ann Wengert 
said the letter probably will not 
address liability. 
 The tree’s advocates noted that 
the danger had been reduced, 
though not eliminated. “Trees 
drop limbs from time to time,” 
Councilman Richard Merk said. 

“You can’t go through life without 
a certain amount of risk.” 
 Mr. Toben said he wanted 
another arborist’s opinion. “I 
certainly perceive the tree as less 
onerous than a month ago, but 
what do I know,” he said. “It’s easy 
to be lulled into feeling ‘OK, it’s a 
lovely tree. Let’s let it go.’ I’m not 
ready to say ‘Case closed.’”
 Town Administrator Angela 
Howard, when invited to speak, 
said: “If it was my decision, I 
would take the tree down, but it’s 
not my decision.” 

Revised law would target weekend building

Local open house for park planning

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Portola Valley dugout tree.
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■ Matthew Bowersoxof 
Menlo Park received a bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion from the University of San 
Diego. His parents are Stephen 
and Elizabeth Bowersox.

■ Lindsay Elizabeth Zarcone 
of Menlo Park received a bach-
elor of science degree from Win-
gate University in Wingate, North 
Carolina.

■ Allen McCubbins Wood of 
Menlo Park received a bachelor 
of arts degree in political sci-
ence from the University of the 
South, in Sewanne, Tennessee. 
He is the son of Mr. & Mrs. Rob-
ert Wood Jr. of Menlo Park.

■ Todd Wackerman of Menlo 
Park has received a bachelor of 
arts degree in political science 
and history from Boston College 
in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts.

■ Edward Smith of Woodside 
has received a bachelor of arts 
degree in human development 
from Boston College in Chestnut 
Hill, Massachusetts.

   ■ COLLEGE GRADS



John Sisson
Veteran Atherton council watcher

 John Sisson, who attended 
almost every meeting of the 
Atherton Town Council for 
many years, died June 7 at 
Sequoia Hospital. He was 84.
 “He kept us all honest,” says 
Atherton council member Kathy 
McKeithen, adding that Mr. Sis-
son was a good friend. “Short 
of (being) a council member, I 
can’t think of anyone who did 
more for this town.”
 Mr. Sisson, a stockbroker who 
became interested in local gov-
ernment after he retired, also 
served for two years as a mem-
ber of the San Mateo County 
Civil Grand Jury, according to 
his wife, Rosemary.
 Mr. Sisson was born in Ocea-
nia, California, and attended 
schools in Redwood City, gradu-
ating from Sequoia High School. 
He served in the U.S. Army in 
the European Theater during 
World War II and was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Silver Star and 
Bronze Star medals. Returning 
from service, he completed his 
education at Stanford University 
and Harvard Business School.
 During his business career, he 
was a stock broker in San Fran-
cisco, retiring in 1990.
 Mr. Sisson was the founder and 
the first president of the Lloyden 
Park Homeowners Association. 
He first lived in Atherton in 1941. 
After he and his wife, Rosemary, 
were married in 1952, they lived 
in Menlo Park for 15 years before 
moving back to Atherton. At the 

time of his death, he was once 
again serving as president of 
the Lloyden Park Homeowners 
Association.
 He was an avid reader and 
enjoyed gardening, say family 
members.
 Surviving family members are 
his wife, Rosemary, of Atherton; 
son Richard of Redwood City; 
daughter Annmarie Sisson of 
Menlo Park; brother Daniel of 
the state of Washington; and 
three grandchildren.
 No services will be held.

Kelly Ogle
Attorney and community leader

 Kelly Ogle of Menlo Park, 
an attorney and former mem-
ber of the San 
Mateo County 
District Attor-
ney’s office, 
died June 6 in 
Palo Alto after 
a short illness 
with cancer. 
He was 76.
 Mr. Ogle, a 
48-year resi-
dent of Menlo Park, was widely 
known in the community. After 
moving to Sharon Heights in 
1960, he became involved in civ-
ic affairs. He served as chairman 
of the Menlo Park Transporta-
tion Commission and ran for 
a seat on the City Council. He 
was the fourth president of the 
Sharon Heights Homeowners’ 
Association and an active mem-
ber of the Menlo Park Chamber 
of Commerce.
 Born in Chico, Mr. Ogle 
attended schools in Sacramento. 
He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Santa Clara in 1954, where 
he also earned his law degree.
 He met his wife, Fran, while he 
was attending the University of 
Santa Clara and she was a student 
at Dominican College in San Rafa-
el. They were married in 1957.
 Mr. Ogle served as an offi-
cer in the U.S. Army, and was 
assigned to an artillery unit. He 
then transferred to the Judge 
Advocate General unit.

 After the service he practiced 
law in San Francisco and was a 
partner in the law offices of Keil & 
Connolly, where he was responsi-
ble for drafting many of the leases 
for the large parking garages in 
the city and at Candlestick Park 
and the Oakland Coliseum.
 From 1970 to 1983 he was a 
member of the staff of the San 
Mateo County District Attor-
ney’s office, prosecuting crimi-
nal cases.
 In 1983 he joined the law firm of 
George Eshoo. In 1988 he opened 
his own office in Redwood City. 
During his law career, he served 
in the private defender program, 
and as a judge pro tem, a special 
master and an arbitrator.
 Mr. Ogle was a private pilot, first 
learning to fly when he was 17.
 Although a native of California, 
Mr. Ogle was the quintessential 
Irishman. He looked the part with 
silver hai r and ruddy complexion. 
He had a fine tenor voice and loved 
to sing, taking part in amateur 
productions put on by the Bar-
risters in San Francisco and the 
Peninsula Volunteers at the Menlo 
Circus Club in Atherton. 
 He was gifted with the Irish 
way with words, and an outgo-
ing personality. As one friend 
said, “The party started when 
Kelly arrived.”
 The Ogles enjoyed entertain-
ing, with Mr. Ogle presiding 
over the barbecue grill. When he 
barbecued chicken for 30 neigh-

bors for a Fourth of July block 
party, his recipe for “Firecracker 
Chicken” appeared in the July 2, 
2003, issue of The Almanac.
 Mr. Ogle is survived by his 
wife of 51 years, Fran; three 
children, Mike of Salt Lake City, 
Kathy Dowling of Fremont, and 
Maureen Ortiz of San Mateo; 
and seven grandchildren.
 A private family service and a 
memorial will be held at a later 
date. The family prefers that 
donations be made to the Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital, 
700 Welch Road, Suite 350, Palo 
Alto, CA 94304.

Hobey DeStaebler

 A Mass of Christian Burial 
for Hobey DeStaebler of Portola 
Valley will be celebrated at 10 
a.m. Wednesday, June 18, at Our 
Lady of the Wayside Church, 
930 Portola Road in Portola 
Valley. There will be an outdoor 
reception following the service.
 Dr. DeStaebler, an experimen-
tal physicist with the Stanford 
Linear Accelerator Center from 
1958 to 2003, died of cancer at 
his home June 14. He was 79.
 A full obituary will appear in 
The Almanac next week. 

 June 18, 2008 ■ The Almanac ■ 21

F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF HEARING UNDER 

RESOLUTION NO. 5800
DECLARING THE INTENTION OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL OF MENLO PARK TO VACATE AND 
ABANDON A PORTION OF THE WILLOW 

ROAD PLAN LINES FOR THE LENGTH OF THE 
WILLOW ROAD FRONTAGE OF PROPERTIES 

LOCATED AT 337 WILLOW ROAD AND 345 
WILLOW ROAD IN THE CITY OF MENLO PARK, 

CALIFORNIA, UNDER AND PURSUANT TO 
THE PROVISIONS OF THE “PUBLIC STREETS, 

HIGHWAYS AND SERVICE EASEMENTS 
VACATION LAW,” (Section 8300, et seq., 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City Council of the City 
of Menlo Park did, on the 20th day of May, 2008 pass and adopt 
Resolution No. 5800 under and pursuant to the provisions of 
the “Public Streets, Highways and Service Easements Vacation 
Law” (Section 8300, et seq., Streets and Highways Code), 
declaring its Intention to vacate and abandon a portion of 
the Willow Road Plan Lines for the length of the Willow Road 
frontage of properties located at 337 Willow Road and 345 
Willow Road in the City of Menlo Park, California.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN, that in Resolution 
No. 5800 said City Council did fix Tuesday, the 1st day of July, 
2008, at 7:00 p.m., of said day, at the Menlo Park City Council 
Chambers, Civic Center at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, 
California, as the date, time and place of hearing respecting 
said proposed vacation and abandonment of said portion of 
the Willow Road Plan Lines located at 337 Willow Road and 345 
Willow Road, and

NOTICE IS ACCORDINGLY HEREBY GIVEN, that on said 
date and at said time and place of the Public Hearing 
aforementioned, all persons interested in or objecting to the 
proposed vacation and abandonment may appear and present 
objections to said proposed vacation and abandonment and 
submit evidence in support thereof, under and pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 8300, et. seq., Streets and Highways 
Code, “Public Streets, Highways and Service Easements 
Vacation Law”.

Reference is hereby made to Resolution No. 5800 and the 
plat respecting said proposed vacation and abandonment of 
the Willow Road Plan Line, as described above, on file in the 
office of the City Clark of the City of Menlo Park, Civic Center, 
Menlo Park, California, for further particulars, and that said 
Resolution and plat are hereby incorporated herein and made 
a part of this Notice.

Sherry M. Kelly, Interim City Clerk

Published in THE ALMANAC on June 18, 25, 2008.

When it comes to long-term care, 

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME.

 statefarm.com®  Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois
LTCI2002-08 P02460   04/05

A good thing about Long-Term Care Insurance from State Farm®*  
is that you have your choice of care options – including in your 
home. You’ll also be helping to protect your life savings from the 
cost of extended care. To learn more about it, just talk to your 
neighborhood State Farm agent.

John McAfee CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0E37462

Portola Valley, CA 94028
Bus: 650-851-3276
john@johnmcafee.com

ficient community input and 
avoid controversy, but the list 
of projects already in the works 
for El Camino Real adds some 
urgency to the process.
 The council has already 
approved a medical office com-
plex for the site of the former 
Acorn restaurant at 1906 El 
Camino Real with a simi-
lar complex proposed for the 
adjacent former Gaylord India 
Restaurant site. Plans are also 
in the works to build a Whole 
Foods grocery store at the for-
mer Cadillac dealership at 1300 
El Camino Real, and the 108-
condo Derry project proposed 
for a 3.4-acre lot near El Camino 
Real off Oak Grove Avenue and 
Derry Lane is set to go before the 
council this summer.
 “This process is going to be a 
test of this council,” said Coun-
cilman Richard Cline. “There’s 
no doubt about it that it’s going 
to be a challenge, but I think we 
can hammer out the details and 
get a comprehensive vision.” A

EL CAMINO 
continued from page 10

  ■ OBITUARIES

Kelly Ogle

Obituary policy
The Almanac publishes obituaries about 
people who lived in Atherton, Menlo Park, 
Portola Valley and Woodside, or played a 
prominent role in these communities. These 
obituaries are news stories, written by 
Almanac staff writers, based on information 
provided by mortuaries and family members. 
There is no charge. Due to space limits and 
other reasons, these stories may not include 
all the information a family wishes. Some 
families choose to write their own memorial 
announcements, and purchase space to 
publish them in the Almanac. For information 
about that, e-mail Blanca Yoc in the Adver-
tising Department at byoc@paweekly.com 
or call 326-8210, ext. 221.
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Unhappy with coverage 
of fire maps
Editor:
 I want to express my disappoint-
ment about your recent reporting 
and editorial on fire hazard map-
ping. Your articles reflect either a 
lack of understanding of the facts 
or a lack of critical judgment.
 According to our fire marshal, 
Portola Valley Ranch should be 
zoned as a very high fire hazard 
zone, just like the forested areas 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains. 
Here at the ranch, homes are sur-
rounded by 30 feet of defensible 
space and are accessible via large 
paved roads; all the grassland is 
mowed; a fire hydrant is available 
every 200 feet and the fire station 
is a quarter-mile away.
 But the pictures we saw on TV 
from the Santa Cruz Mountains 
show firefighters standing in very 
dense forest and brush, watching 
houses burn down because they 

First, the good news. The long-running (four-year) dispute 
over a master plan for Huddart-Wunderlich parks ended 
earlier this month when county supervisors approved a 

compromise plan backed by Woodside, Huddart Park neighbors 
on Greer Road and Dave Holland, county parks director.
 Not everyone is totally happy with the final environmental 
impact report, but all the really thorny issues have been weeded out, 
leading the Woodside Town Council to endorse the new master 
plan. At Wunderlich, the mostly privately funded restoration of 
Folger Stables will continue, along with parking lot improvements. 
 With a plan in place, there is much work to be done, and that will 
be more difficult in some areas, including Wunderlich and Huddart, 

due to the failure of Measure O. 
The county ballot measure would 
have raised $16 million a year 
from a one-eighth-cent sales tax 
to benefit all parks in the county, 

including those in 20 incorporated cities and three special districts.
 And that is the bad news. Only 60 percent of voters supported 
Measure O on June 3 — well below the two-thirds threshold 
required to adopt any new tax. It was the second time in two 
years that voters almost approved the tiny sales tax increase to 
once and for all solidify financial support for the magnificent 
parks owned and managed by San Mateo County.
 Now it is almost certain that parks will suffer due to the 
increasingly strained county spending plans, as legislators and 
the governor scramble to balance a state budget that the gover-
nor says will be short $17.2 billion this year.
 The parks money would have been used in a variety of ways, 
including after-school programs for kids and teens; overdue 
maintenance and upgrades to trails, recreation areas and park 
facilities; repairing and upgrading of playgrounds and playing 
fields; and preserving natural open space.
 The Huddart-Wunderlich agreement was approved after com-

promises were forged on two major areas of disagreement — a 
plan to build a mountain bike trail from Woodside to Skyline 
Boulevard; and control of the park gate on Greer Road, a narrow 
lane that residents feel should not carry any park traffic at all. The 
deal also permits equestrians leaving Huddart Park for Woodside 
trails to cross through West Union Creek as long as there is no 
bridge they can use or until a state agency halts the practice.
 The compromise approved by supervisors June 3 went along with a 
stipulation already put in place by the county to lock the Greer Road 
gate with a keypad to stop most motor vehicles from coming to or 
from the park. But in a letter to the supervisors, attorney and Wood-
side resident Robert Susk said garbage trucks and service vehicles, 
including dump trucks and tractors, and some park employees con-
tinue to use the gate, to the consternation of neighbors.
 This is a tough issue for the county, due in part to the location 
of the park’s maintenance yard just inside the Greer Road gate. 
Without access to the gate, vehicles would have to use interior 
park roads to reach the main gate on Kings Mountain Road. 
Perhaps the best solution here would be to monitor traffic now 
and agree on a limited number of Greer Road trips in the future.
 The park staff made the right decision to sidestep a con-
troversial bid to install a bike trail from the valley to Skyline 
Boulevard through Huddart Park by referring the idea to a new 
committee that is working on a countywide trails master plan. 
Clearly the first effort needed more work, as hearings on the 
trail proposal drew 400 people, 79 speakers and more than 300 
letters. However, it is clearly time to develop a separate bike trail 
to Skyline, and in our view, there are plenty of ways to do so 
without impinging on equestrian or hiking trails.
 Parks Director Dave Holland should be commended for stay-
ing the course through long and rigorous negotiations with par-
ties that have long-standing disagreements. This master plan is 
a good first step, but any such plan is only as good as its signato-
ries. Let’s hope the spirit of cooperation continues.
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Menlo Park Historical Association

Our Regional Heritage
Irish immigrant John Murray sold this Menlo Park property to the Garner family in 1929; the Garners went 
on to create the Allied Arts Guild there. The Murray home was subsequently disguised to fit in with the 
Spanish Revival architectural theme of the guild, which exists today on Arbor Road.
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V I E W P O I N T

By Mary Gilles

My second and last child gradu-
ated from Oak Knoll Elementary 
School on June 12, and it occurred 

to me that a mere personal note of thanks to 
our teachers, the principal and vice principal 
and staff would not be enough to express my 
family’s thanks to these people.
 This school has been at the center of our 
lives for the past seven years and it is no 
small matter that all of the dedicated and 
caring people, including all the moms and 
dads who have volunteered their time, have 
indelibly shaped my children’s lives.
 I’ll never forget my fears of letting go as 
my son went on his first field trip in kinder-
garten on a bus over the San Mateo Bridge 
to Ardenwood Farm. Or the year dynamos 
Renee Lavezzo and Karen Clancy incorpo-
rated a semester of San Francisco into my 
son’s first grade curriculum, culminating in 

a whirlwind day playing tourist on a cable car 
bus in the most beautiful city in the world.
 Or, the maiden year of the Chinese New 
Year’s parade and luncheon — a picture of 
my then first-grade daughter in her Chinese 
dress, her hair decorated with chopsticks, 

still beams at me from 
my bedroom dresser.
  I’ll never forget the 
days of volunteering in 
the art room with art 
phenomenon Barbara 
Cotrell, one of Oak 
Knoll’s greatest gifts to 
our children. 
  Or, the enjoyment 
both my children had 
with Mr. Crabb, unique 
wearer of plaid, and 

his sense of humor during band. Or, the 
unbelievable music performances directed 
by Bee Tee, who has the supreme talent to 

teach children to breathe the music.
 Or, the consistent presence of Joseph 
— man of many trades and talents we all 
found out, when he sang a beautiful island 
song from his soul at the talent show. Or, 
the beloved office team lead by Barb Snow, 
resident mother of 730 children!
 The list could go on. I’m sure there are hun-
dreds of other parents who would echo the 
sentiment that Oak Knoll Elementary is not 
just a school. It’s a way of life that has shaped 
our children’s minds and character and it has 
taught them to love learning and life.
 The energy of this school goes beyond 
the tenets of offering a good education. 
We thank Oak Knoll Elementary from the 
bottom of our hearts for nurturing our 
children into the next stage of their lives. 
It’s a debt that can never be repaid.

Mary Gilles lives on 
Hermosa Way in Menlo Park 

Grateful for seven years at Oak KnollLETTERS

GUEST 
OPINION

did not have access to water. Why 
would your reporter not chal-
lenge statements from fire district 
members claiming that the condi-
tions here are similar to the ones 
in the Summit fire?
 Having been present at the 
April 23 Town Council meeting, 
your reporter must know that the 
fire map presented by the town’s 
consultant was a map negotiated 
with the fire district. Anybody 
familiar with the topology and 
vegetation in our area has to 
admit that this is really a politi-
cal map rather than a technically 
accurate map. I applaud the town 
council for not forwarding this 
map to Sacramento.
 I would have welcomed an 
Almanac editorial questioning 
the motives of the Woodside Fire 
Protection District. Why promote 
an unreasonable very high fire 
hazard mapping that penalizes 
residents with higher insurance 
rates without providing any ben-
efits? Why take all these initia-
tives without even informing our 
town governments?
 In one of your articles, a fire 
district board member tries to 
justify the fire marshal’s actions by 
stating that she is not a politician. 
Well, she sure fooled many of us.

Pierre Fischer
Valley Oak, Portola Valley

Is it time for Valley to 
take fire measures?
Editor:
 If Portola Valley’s withheld fire 
map has such bad news, maybe 
the town should face up to it and 
start to take measures.
 The huge number of eucalyptus 
and Monterey pine trees in the 
Westridge area have always con-
cerned me. I would like to see the 
town adopt a measure to have 80 
percent of them removed in the 
next five years with the first year 
focused on any that are within 100 
feet of any building.
 This will be expensive but 
should go a long way towards 
reducing the hazard and keep-
ing insurance rates reasonable. 
Further, thinning out this over-
growth will, to my eye, improve 
the appearance of the locale.

Peter Moseley
Golden Hills Drive, 

Portola Valley

El Camino visioning 
and housing
Editor:
 It would be a mistake to think 
that the only way to “be bold” 
about our El Camino/downtown 
corridor is to entertain ideas of 
under-grounding El Camino and 
providing underground parking, 
as Mayor Andy Cohen suggested 
at the recent Menlo Park City 

Continued from previous page 

Council study session. 
 It is also a mistake to disregard 
our Association of Bay Area 
Government housing allocation 
requirements for future housing 
needs in Menlo Park. Our mayor 
thinks that because Menlo Park 
has not honored previous ABAG 
numbers and there is “no teeth” 
behind enforcement, this is suf-
ficient reason not to honor the 
council’s 3-2 vote last October in 
support of our housing alloca-
tion. The council has committed 
itself to trying to reach the goal of 
993 new housing units over the 
next seven years.
 Unless we are prepared to 
maintain the status quo of empty 
and unsightly car dealerships, 
and a lack of vibrancy and image 
in downtown, change will hap-
pen along both El Camino and 
in our downtown. Whatever the 
mix of housing, retail, office and 
possibly a hotel, there will be 
more jobs created and workers 
who will need housing options, 
including units they can afford. 
Putting residents and workers 
near jobs, shopping, services and 
transit is the way of the future. 

 And as Fran Dehn from the 
Chamber of Commerce noted, 
Menlo Park will see an explosion 
of Baby Boomers who are and 
will be in need of different types 
of housing. Much of that will 
need to be affordable and close 
to services and transit.
 The ABAG is right. We will need 
new housing to accommodate 
these changes in our community. 
We can argue the numbers but 
they are right about the need.
 So I argue that the boldest, 
greenest, most humanistic and 
futuristic planning we can do is 
to create the necessary housing for 
our residents and workers. Reach-
ing ABAG’s housing allocation 
numbers is a target we should aim 
for, not one we should stonewall.

Elizabeth Lasensky
Fremont Street, Menlo Park

It’s official: 
We have a drought
Editor:
 The governor has spoken. 
There’s a drought in California. 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
declaration of the first statewide 

drought in 16 years did not go so 
far as to call for rationing but, it 
would be wise for us to conserve 
water as though it did.
 The water we drink, from the 
Hetch Hetchy aqueduct, travels 162 
miles from the Tuolumne River 
headwaters in Yosemite National 
Park to join the San Joaquin River 
and flow into the San Francisco 
Bay Delta. Fifty-nine percent of 
the Tuolumne is diverted for urban 
and rural uses and 85 percent of 
the San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission water comes from 
the Tuolumne River.
 This river supports a diverse 
biological community, including 
migratory waterfowl, peregrine 
falcons, bald eagles, mule deer, 
black bears, foothill yellow-legged 
frogs, Sierra Nevada red fox, 
rainbow and steelhead trout, and 
Chinook salmon.
 In addition to a water short-
age, we are facing an aging 
water system that needs a seismic 
upgrade and retrofitting, a $4.3 
billion project which the SFPUC 
is overseeing. At the same time the 
commission has proposed divert-
ing up to 25 million more gallons 

of water — per day — from the 
Tuolumne River.
 Such diversion would delay the 
seismic upgrades and harm the 
Tuolumne. You have to wonder if 
the right hand knows what the left 
hand is doing.
 In February of this year Por-
tola Valley Town Council took 
the commendable lead on the 
Midpeninsula by approving a res-
olution drafted by the nonprofit 
Tuolumne River Trust (TRT), 
encouraging the SFPUC to focus 
its full attention on the seismic 
upgrades to the Hetch Hetchy 
water system and drop its pro-
posal to divert more water from 
the Tuolumne River.
 The Menlo Park City Council 
should join Portola Valley in this 
acknowledgement that when it 
comes to water, we are all in this 
together. Conserving water in 
a time of drought is every bit as 
important as studying our carbon 
footprint. Issues such as the safety 
and the reliable supply of our 
water are the responsibility of our 
elected council members.

Brielle Johnck
Central Avenue, Menlo Park



24 ■ The Almanac ■ June 18, 2008


