
EX-ATHERTON COP ordered to pay restitution 
for selling stolen golf clubs. Page 9

Let’s put the

back in the mail!

SWITCH ELIMINATES 

PLASTIC BAGS — 

BUT READERS MUST 

APPROVE!
SEE PAGE 26
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Back to Back to schoolschool
Back to 

See The Almanac’s Back to School report on what’s 
new at five public school districts, starting on Page 12
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Kindergarteners embark on the new Kindergarteners embark on the new 
Spanish immersion program at Encinal SchoolSpanish immersion program at Encinal School
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a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  f i n d i n g  a  h o u s e  a n d  a  h o m e .

WOODSIDE
First time ever on market. Estate 
equestrian property on 54+/- highly 
usable acres with panoramic ocean 
views. 5800+/-sf exquisite home with 
2bd/2ba guest house, 4000+/-sf barn, 
paddocks,100x200 arena. Trail access. 
Vineyard potential. Really must be 
experienced to appreciated the 
high-quality and natural beauty. You 
will not find a property like this so 
close to the valley very often.

$5,498,000

MENLO PARK
Stunning superior quality new 
construction. Meticulous attention 
to every detail. Exquisite designer 
finishes throughout. Hand crafted 
walnut floors, gorgeous slab granite 
showers and counters, crown 
molding throughout, lovely designer 
landscaping including a serene 
waterfall. Full barbeque counter. 
Award winning Las Lomitas schools.

$2,295,000

PORTOLA VALLEY 
Tucked away amidst one +/- acre of 
pristine surroundings, this hidden 
estate evokes a relaxed “wine 
country” lifestyle in the heart of 
Portola Valley. 4bd/3ba, plus an 
oversized chef’s kitchen. 
Outstanding Portola Valley schools.

$2,599,000

apr.com  |   MENLO PARK OFFICE  1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100  650.462.1111

apr.com  |   WOODSIDE OFFICE  2930 WOODSIDE ROAD  650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz
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Literary pursuits
Caleb and Carleigh relax in the reading corner in their kindergarten classroom on the first day of school, 
Aug. 25, at Encinal in Atherton. Two of Encinal’s five new kindergarten classrooms, like this one, are part 
of the Menlo Park City School District’s fledgling bilingual Spanish immersion program. The Almanac’s 
complete back-to-school coverage begins on Page 12.

800 El Camino Real, Suite 230 • Menlo Park, CA • 94025 

 Tel. 650-325-9500 • www.shsilver.com

Between a Rock and a Hard Place?

Cheer up, we buy diamonds & jewelry!

healthy green home

The Peninsula’s best 

resource for eco-friendly 

kitchen and bath remodeling, 

flooring, furniture, paint, 

bedding, baby gear, 

and accessories.

Exclusive Bay Area dealer 
of organic Savvy Rest 

mattresses!
855 Santa Cruz Ave, 

Menlo Park, CA 94025

Open Monday through Saturday, 10 to 6

650-329-9480         www.reclaimhome.com

R E C L A I M

Thank you for voting us 
Best Travel Agency.
TTh
BBe2008

Join us for your exclusive opportunity to meet with 
cruise line representatives, gain expert insights into 

what’s new in cruising and take advantage of 
special insider savings and amenities.

Call or click today for your complimentary guest pass to 
the event. (Admission is $12.50 at the door.)

(650) 328-2030
830 Menlo Ave, Menlo Park

Northern California’s

Biggest Cruise Showcase 
and Savings Event
Sail Away - September 27, 2008

12:30-4pm
Allied Arts Guild

75 Arbor Rd, Menlo Park

www.summitcruisevacations.com/sailaway

CST #: 1007858-10

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
AlmanacNews@gmail.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com
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On the cover
It’s hard to say if the first day of kindergarten is 
harder on parents or on the kindergarteners, as 
evidenced by an apprehensive-looking Sonia Goyle 
being reassured by her mom, Renu Goyle, on her 
first day of school at Encinal on Aug. 25. There 
are a lot of new things in store this year as local 
students of all ages head back to school. Photo by 
Veronica Weber. Stories begin on Page 12.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■  Following big fuss, Atherton couple gets their 

driveway; town avoids lawsuit. Page 11

Menlo Park
■  High-speed rail face-off in Menlo Park 

on Sept. 9. Page 5

Portola Valley
■  Town staff readying for shift to 

new Town Hall. Page 5

Regional
■ West Nile virus found in Atherton. Page 9

Community
■  Creative Arts Day at Allied Arts Guild 

set for Sept. 11. Page 8

People
■  County Supervisor Rich Gordon marries 

longtime partner. Page 5
■  Inventor Paul Baran of Atherton to

 receive national honor. Page 7

Food & Drink
■  When it comes to heirloom tomatoes, 

Tim Johnston says a little is good, more is 
a lot better. Cover, Section 2

■ ‘Taste of Woodside’ slated for Sept. 21. Page 27
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

MEAT
Special this week at Roberts

Wine

DELI
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ARROWHEAD SPARKLING ORANGE SPRING WATER
1 Liter – Also Original – Lemon – Plus Calif Redeem Value

DOLE DARK SWEET FROZEN CHERRIES
12oz. – Also Blackberries

YOPLAIT LIGHT FAT FREE YOGURT
6oz.

C&H PURE CANE HAWAIIAN SUGAR
4lb. Box

PROGRESSO CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP
19oz. – Also Beef Barley – Chicken Rice

GLAD DRAWSTRING TALL KITCHEN BAGS
22 Count

Clip Top

LOOSE CARROTS
Vine Ripe

CLUSTER TOMATOES
Taste The Difference

PENCE PEACHES
Tasty

FRIAR PLUMS

59¢lb.

99¢lb.

$179 
lb.

$199 
lb.

$498 
lb.

$998 
lb.

$1798 
lb.

$3198 
lb.

$249

$219

$219

$399

Roberts Tip of the Week

Sale Dates: Sept. 3,4,5,6

Finger Lickin

TRI TIP
With Cinnamon

CHICKEN APPLE SAUSAGE
Peeled & Divined

PRAWN
Dungeness

CRAB MEAT

$5.25ea.
$3.99ea.

�

Made Fresh From our Roberts own Kitchen

www.robertsmarket.com

69¢

59¢

2006 Ridge Zinfandels
Ridge is synonymous with great Zinfandel, and 
recent vintages have been outstanding. The 
‘06’s are no exception. These Zins represent the 
epitome of grace and elegance, combined with 
the juicy, zesty, spicy charm Zinfandel has to 
offer. These are American classics and icons.

2006 Ridge Zinfandel, York Creek

Reg. $27.99 Sale $24.99
2006 Ridge Zinfandel, Paso Robles

Reg. $29.99 Sale $26.99
2006 Ridge Zinfandel, Pagani Ranch

Reg. $34.99 Sale $30.99
2006 Ridge Lytton Springs

Reg. $34.99 Sale $30.99
80% Zinfandel, 16% Petite Sirah, 4% Carignane

2006 Ridge Geyserville

Reg. $34.99 Sale $30.99
70% Zinfandel, 18% Carignane, 10% Petite 
Sirah, 2% Mataro

Sale prices are net 
and do not qualify 
for further discount.

BY POPULAR DEMAND
FOR YOUR 

SHOPPING CONVENIENCE

4420 Alpine Road,
 650-851-1711 Open 6:30AM - 8PM

NOW OPEN
ROBERTS

PORTOLA VALLEY

PPPPLLEE SSAAUU

After generations as the object of 
ridicule by American school children, 
spinach has come into its culinary 

own. One of the easiest ways to enjoy spinach, 
other than fresh by the handful, is wilted. 
Fortunately for all these school kids, this 
cooking technique has effectively replaced 
the cook-it-into-slime approach that clouded 
spinach’s reputation for so long in this coun-
try. The procedure is simple: Melt butter or 
pour a small amount of oil in a sauté pan, 
add fresh spinach, and toss, cooking Just until 
the spinach starts to soften. At this point, you 
may season it with salt, pepper, lemon juice 
or vinegar, and serve as a vegetable. Nutmeg 
is another complementary seasoning. Barely 
wilted spinach may also be prepared as a 
salad and tossed with such ingredients as 
almonds and garlic, bacon bits, tomatoes and 
parmesan cheese, or hard – cooked eggs.
Spinach is an often overlooked vegetable, 
much and unfairly maligned. Today, this leafy 
green makes fabulous salads and a terrific 
side dish when properly prepared. We only 
select the freshest produce so you can make 
the salad of your dreams. If you need a quick 
snack or the makings for a fine dinner, we 
have it all right here. We work hard to bring 
you satisfaction in everything we stock.

Hint: In the south of France, a favorite dessert 
is made by combining spinach with sugar, a 
custard sauce, and apricots. 

Wilted Spinach: 
Nothing Limp About it

, p

Roberts Market 
Handmade Burritos

Grilled chicken or beef with 
rice and beans

Marshus Marvouls
Brown rice vegetable burrito

$$

$

UUSAAGGEUUSSAAGGEE
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Town staff readying for shift to new Town Hall 
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By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

People with town business 
in Portola Valley on or 
after Sept. 9 will cross the 

threshold of a new Town Hall 
designed to be environmen-
tally friendly and, unlike the old 
Town Hall that operated out of 
an un-reinforced 1950s-era ele-
mentary school building, built 
for its intended purpose.
 Traces of the San Andreas 
fault run through the Town 
Center site at 765 Portola Road. 
The new complex of buildings, 
which includes a library and 
community hall, are placed far 
enough from the fault to be 
deemed safe.
 The Town Hall is also built 
with extra durability to serve as 
an emergency operations center 
for the town, if needed.
 To accommodate the staff ’s 
move to the new Town Hall, the 
old Town Hall, which has been 
housed in a temporary building 
since 2004, will close at 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 4, and reopen at 
8:30 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9, in the 
new building a few hundred feet 
to the west. The rest of the Town 
Center is set to open Sept. 14.
 “Now we have really safe 

buildings,” Town Administrator 
Angela Howard said. Ms. How-
ard and many of the staff spent 
years in the old school complex, 
which sat atop one of the trace 
faults. 
 A map prepared for the town 
by geologists in 2002 shows the 
fault now running under open 
space and a relocated baseball 
field at the 11.2-acre site. 

Maxed out for space
 The elementary school may 
be gone but it is not forgotten in 
the new Town Hall. Wood taken 
from branches and tree trunks 
removed from the site during 
construction is used to trim the 
new cabinets. 
 The new front counter, now 
big enough to accommodate the 
unrolling of house plans, was 
originally part of the massive 
laminated beams that spanned 
the ceiling in the old school’s 
multi-use room. 
 “It looks almost like a butcher-
block counter,” said Assistant Town 
Administrator Janet McDougall. 
“It’s very nice looking.” 

High-speed rail face-off 
in Menlo Park on Sept. 9

  ■ PORTOLA VALLEY

By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park residents and 
City Council members 
have slammed plans 

for high-speed trains to zoom 
through town, and now they’ll 
hear the opposing point of view 
from some of the project’s big-
gest supporters.
 Quentin Kopp, chairman 
of the California High Speed 
Rail Authority, and authority 
board member Rod Diridon are 
among the expected speakers at 
a Sept. 9 study session devoted 
to plans to connect Northern 
and Southern California with 
electric trains that travel up to 
220 miles per hour.
 The study session is scheduled 
for 5 p.m. in the council cham-
bers at the Civic Center, between 
Laurel and Alma streets. The 
council’s regular meeting will 
follow the study session.
 The council isn’t expected to 

take any action at the Sept. 9 
meeting, but that doesn’t mean 
things won’t get contentious.
 Menlo Park, Atherton, and 
several nonprofit groups are 
suing the California High Speed 
Rail Authority, arguing that 
it picked an environmentally 
sensitive route to send trains 
through the Bay Area. As cur-
rently planned, trains would 
connect to Gilroy from the Cen-
tral Valley, then shoot up the 
Caltrain corridor — through 
Menlo Park and Atherton — to 
connect to San Francisco.
 Menlo Park joined the lawsuit 
on a 2-1 council vote, due to a 
recusal and an absence. 
 Council members Kelly Fer-
gusson and Richard Cline — the 
council members in favor of 

  ■ MENLO PARK

See TOWN HALL, page 8

See RAIL, page 8

Portola Valley plans dinner, grand opening 
for $20 million Town Center complex 

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

A select group of Portola Valley donors and 
their family members, 75 residents in all, are 
receiving invitations to a dinner to recognize 

their major gifts to the Town Center project. The 
dinner’s cost, about $179 per person, will come 
from a fund of private donations to the project that 
is administered by the town. 
 Invitations went to donors who gave at least 
$50,000 to the project, said Town Center fundrais-
ing campaign co-chairs Beth Rabuczewski and 
SallyAnn Reiss. 
 The $20 million complex at 765 Portola Road, 
scheduled to open at the Blues and Barbecue fes-
tival on Sunday, Sept. 14, will have a new library, 
Town Hall, community hall and maintenance 
buildings, plus outdoor facilities that include a 
softball field, tennis courts and a lawn suitable for 
relaxing during open-air performances. 
 A list of donors published at pvtowncenter.com 
shows 39 gifts greater than $50,000, including 
three anonymous gifts and six from institutions 
or foundations. 
 To pay for the dinner, the Town Council on Aug. 
13 granted a request from Ms. Rabuczewski for 
$13,154, along with $6,915 for the Sept. 14 ribbon-
cutting ceremony and $500 for an appreciation 

lunch for town staff. The money will be drawn 
from donated funds. 
 The council approved the request on a 4 to 1 vote, 
with Councilman Richard Merk opposed. The 
sticking point was the $179 per person for the din-
ner. “That just seems over the top,” Mr. Merk said. 
 The idea, Ms. Rabuczewski replied, is to try 
to make the dinner memorable because people 
with thousands or millions of dollars of dispos-
able income go to such dinners all the time. “I’d 
be happy to put out red-checked tablecloths and 
hamburgers,” she added as a rejoinder. 
 Given the strong environmental emphasis to 
this project, Mr. Merk also asked whether anyone 
had considered the carbon-dioxide footprint of 
this dinner. They have. The handmade table cen-
terpieces are locally grown — from foliage in Ms. 
Reiss’ yard, Ms. Rabuczewski said. 
 In an interview, Ms. Reiss noted that the interest 
the town earned on $17 million in donations more 
than covers the cost of the dinner. 
 Asked to comment, Mr. Merk replied: “To me, 
that’s totally irrelevant. It’s the use of the money. 
The interest could have gone to any number of 
things that we still need money for.” 
 Then he added: “Hey, I was voted down and 
that’s the end of it. I vote my conscience when I’m 
up there (behind the dais) and that’s the way I feel 
about it.” A  

Supervisor Gordon marries longtime partner
By Selena Simmons-Duffin
Special to the Almanac

San Mateo County Super-
visor Rich Gordon mar-
ried his partner of nearly 

26 years, Dennis McShane, 

on Saturday, Aug. 16, at the 
Oceano Hotel in Half Moon 
Bay.
 Larry Purcell, director of 
the Catholic Worker House 
in Redwood City, officiated, 
pronouncing the couple “hus-

band and husband” before a 
crowd of about 190 guests, Mr. 
Gordon said. The ceremony 
was followed by a reception, 
dinner and dancing.

See GORDON, page 8

Rich Gordon, 
left, and 

husband Dennis 
McShane at 

their wedding in 
Half Moon Bay.
Photo by Rod Searcey
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1–3 bedrooms• 

787–1,808 square feet• 

From the low $500,000s• 

650.947.3338

PeninsulaReal.com 
Prices effective as of publication deadline.
Map not to scale.
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SALES CENTER AND MODEL
NOW OPEN!

SOPHISTICATED TOWNHOMES 
AND CONDOMINIUMS IN A 
PREMIER PENINSULA LOCATION

Los Altosn
Y O U R  U R B A N  O A S I S  A W A I T S

SALES GR AND OPENING THIS SATURDAY!
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•  Peace of Mind  
•  Dignity

•  Independence

• Personal Care & Bathing

• Nutritious Meals

• Light Housekeeping

• Transportation & Errands

• Companionship

• Medication Reminders

• Hourly & 24-Hour Care

• Bonded and Insured

•  Child Care / Nanny Services also available

408 395-4676
www.homewatchcaregivers.com

1340 S. De Anza Boulevard, San Jose, CA 95129

408 395-4676
www.homewatchcaregivers.comw

Homewatch CareGivers

When A Little Help is
All You Need
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 Atherton resident and noted 
inventor Paul Baran, who is 
credited with developing the 
concept underlying modern 
communications networks, 
will receive the National Med-
al of Technology and Innova-
tion from President Bush in 
a White House ceremony on 
Sept. 28. 
 With the application of Mr. 
Baran’s invention, called pack-
et switching, digital media 
such as e-mail messages, Web 
pages and cable TV shows are 
disassembled into hundreds 
or thousands of “packets,” 
each with its own number and 
address, and sent along various 
paths in a mesh-like network, 
then cleanly and quickly reas-
sembled in the right order at 
the other end with the recipient 

none the wiser. 
 Packet switching is impor-
tant because it dramatically 
lowers the cost of communi-
cations networks and the risk 
of failure in cases of physical 
damage to network compo-
nents, whether by lightning or 
terrorist attack. 
 Mr. Baran, 82, is a serial 
entrepreneur and a member 
of the National Inventors Hall 
of Fame. Medal recipients this 
year include eBay Corp. and 
the Skunk Works, a division 
of Lockheed Martin Corp. 
that developed aircraft such as 
the U-2 and SR-71 spy planes 
and the F-117 stealth fighter-
bomber. 
 For more on Mr. Baran, 
go to http://tinyurl.com/Paul
BaranStory. 

 The Menlo Park-based Wil-
liam and Flora Hewlett Foun-
dation tapped a congressional 
policy director as the new head 
of its education program. 
 Barbara Chow, currently the 
policy director for the Budget 
Committee of the U.S. House 
of Representatives, will replace 
Marshall Smith, the foundation 
announced on Aug. 14.
 “We’re delighted she’ll be work-
ing with us to help our grantees 
improve education in California 
and around the world,” said 
Hewlett Foundation President 
Paul Brest in a press release.
 Ms. Chow served in both terms 
of the Clinton White House as a 
special assistant to the president 
for legislative affairs, and from 
1997 to 2001 was an associate 
director with the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, according 
to the Hewlett Foundation.
 At the Hewlett Foundation, 

Ms. Chow will oversee educa-
tional grants in four categories: 
low-performing urban schools; 
efforts to reform the state’s K-12 
public schools; improving out-
comes at community colleges; 
and broadening access to educa-
tional materials on the Internet.

Rosanne Foust named
VP at SAMCEDA
 Redwood City Mayor Rosanne 
Foust is joining the San Mateo 
County Economic Develop-
ment Association (SAMCEDA), 
the county’s chief organization 
promoting business, as vice 
president.
 Ms. Foust has broad roots in the 
community. She also chairs the 
board of the Sam Mateo County 
Transportation Authority, and 

is deputy chair and past chair 
of the Redwood City Chamber 
of Commerce. She serves on the 
boards of other community and 
civic organizations.
 “Rosanne brings not only busi-
ness leadership but a broader 
county-wide perspective on the 
issues and challenges facing large 
and small businesses,” said Dan 
Cruey, president and CEO of 
SAMCEDA. “Her leadership on 
housing, transportation, and 
environmental issues will con-
tribute to the collaborative efforts 
SAMCEDA has undertaken on 
behalf of its members and the 
business community at large.”
 Ms. Foust has been assigned 
to lead SAMCEDA’s business 
development effort, and work 
with business and county leaders 
to develop programs to promote 
economic vitality in the county.
 For information, call Mr. 
Cruey at 413-5600.

Hewlett Foundation names new education director

Paul Baran slated for national honor 

PEOPLE

  ■ PEOPLE

 Dr. Margaret Deanesly of 
Menlo Park, a popular interna-
tional speaker on health, will 
make her first local appearance 
in two years at a lecture and 
lunch in Atherton’s Holbrook-
Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Ave., 
on Thursday, Sept. 18, starting 
at 9:30 a.m.
 “Getting Your Act Together 
Before You Have To” will be Dr. 
Deanesly’s topic as she discusses 
physical, emotional, and legal 
aspects of aging.
 Dr. Deanesly started her career 
of presenting serious informa-
tion about health, wrapped in 
laughter, more than 30 years 

ago with her popular “Mornings 
with Margaret” series at Hol-
brook-Palmer Park. Many local 
women still remember laughing 
their way through menopause. 
 While serving as a physician at 
the Palo Alto Medical Clinic and 
the Stanford Linear Accelerator 
Center, Dr. Deanesly expanded 
her repertoire of talks to other 
issues, including men’s health, 
which she addressed with catchy 
titles such as “Risky Parts: Pros-
tates and Hearts.”
 Dr. Deanesly has lectured 
around the world, most notably 
in Dubai, where a mixed audi-
ence including men and veiled 

women heard her discuss men’s 
health problems.
 In 2006, Dr. Deanesly received 
a Lifetime of Achievement 
Award from Avenidas, the Palo 
Alto senior center.
 The Sept. 18 event is a fund-
raiser for the Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital, sponsored 
by the Palo Alto Auxiliary. It 
will include a mid-morning cof-
fee break with treats featured in 
the auxiliary cookbook, “Tastes, 
Tales and Traditions,” and a 
catered box lunch by Whole 
Foods.
 Reservations are still available 
at $65 each by calling 325-9692.

Dr. Margaret Deanesly to talk on getting ready to get old

Paul Baran of Atherton, a serial 
entrepreneur and a member of the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame.
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Creative Arts Day at Allied Arts Guild
The grounds at Allied Arts Guild in Menlo Park.

 Visitors will be able to learn wheat weaving, do 
Chinese brush painting, make a candle, or take 
a 30-minute line-dance lesson on Creative Arts 
Day, set for Thursday, Sept. 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Allied Arts Guild in Menlo Park.
 This is the fourth year for Creative Arts Day, 
which will be held throughout the historic 
buildings and gardens at 75 Arbor Road.
 The shops will have demonstrations of jew-
elry-making, needlework, floral design, glass 
blowing, Chinese calligraphy, sculpture, and 
digital photography.
 Pottery was one of the first arts to be created 
at the Guild. There will be several demonstra-
tions of the skill. Potter Joy Imai will make her 
Japanese wish boxes. Dan Dermer will show 

how he creates his containers on his potter’s 
wheel. The Paint Your Own Pottery Studio 
from Los Altos will allow visitors to paint and 
work with clay.
 Five painters from the Portola Valley Art 
Gallery will be demonstrating their skills in oil, 
acrylic and watercolor.
 All the mini-workshops and demonstrations 
are free and open to the public. Breakfast and 
lunch are available in the Guild’s new res-
taurant, The Red Currant. Call 322-2626 for 
reservations. 
 Creative Arts Day is sponsored by the Friends 
of Allied Arts. The event raises funds for the 
Guild gardens and benefits Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford.

Art, nature, fitness classes 
return to Town Center
 After a hiatus of more than 
three years during construction 
of a new community complex, 
children’s art and nature classes 
and various fitness and martial 
arts classes are again happening 
at Portola Valley’s Town Center. 
 Creative art classes for children 
from preschool to age 8 begin 
Sept. 23 in the new community 
hall. The schedule offers morn-
ing and afternoon classes on Sat-
urdays and selected weekdays. 
 For information on schedules 
and costs for art instruction and all 
other classes, go to http://tinyurl.
com/PVClasses. Fees range from 
$165 for a 45-minute adult Tai 
Chi class to $380 for a two-hour 
children’s art class. All classes take 

place in the community hall. 
 Fitness sessions for all ages are 
scheduled for Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday mornings in 
Room 3 starting on Sept. 15, the 
same day that martial arts classes 
start in kickboxing, karate and 
Tai Chi. 
 Afternoon hands-on nature 
classes on the ways and habits of 
a creek begin Sept. 15. The classes 
center on Sausal Creek, a seasonal 
waterway that, after decades of 
traveling through a pipe under 
Town Center, is being partially 
exposed to the air in a rebuilt 
stream bed. 

  ■ PORTOLA VALLEY

 The reuse of old materials is 
one of many steps taken to earn 
for the new complex what is 
likely to be the highest honor in 
terms of environmentally sensi-
tive construction. For all that, 
however, the 4,500-square-foot 
Town Hall is about as occupied 
as it can be in terms of employ-
ees. 
 “In the offices, I think we’re 
pretty well maxed out,” Ms. 
Howard said. The town has 
14 full-time and two part-time 
employees. 
 Three of the staff — the recre-
ation facilities coordinator and 
the two-person maintenance staff 

— will have offices in the new 
maintenance building, Ms. How-
ard said. 
 In Town Hall, the partial sec-
ond floor designed for storage, 
computer servers and the build-
ing’s mechanical equipment is 
now also home to two office 
cubicles with room for two more 
if the staff grows, she said. 
 The building’s original design 
was larger and included a mez-
zanine and a full basement for 
storage. “When dreams hit the 
reality of the budget, every-
thing shrank,” Ms. Howard said. 
“They were just trying to get the 
cost down. It’ll be fine now.” 
 In a first for Portola Valley, 
Town Hall now complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
Ms. Howard said. A

joining the suit — said the rail 
authority showed little sign of 
listening to the city’s concerns 
about the potential noise, con-
struction, and environmental 

impacts associated with high-
speed trains zooming through 
town. That viewpoint is shared 
by Menlo Park residents who 
live near the tracks, who have 
become some of the project’s 
staunchest critics.
 High-speed rail supporters, 
including Judge Kopp, have dis-

missed Menlo Park’s stance as a 
“not in my backyard” attitude 
toward the project; they are ral-
lying support for Proposition 1, 
the $9.95 billion bond measure 
slated to appear on the Nov. 4 
ballot that would provide the 
initial stage of funding for the 
estimated $45 billion project. A

 Attendees included all four of 
Mr. Gordon’s colleagues on the 
Board of Supervisors, Supervi-
sor Liz Kniss from Santa Clara 
County, and Congresswoman 
Anna Eshoo. There were also 
family members from as far 
away as England. “And lots of 
friends,” Mr. Gordon added. 
 “It was just a beautiful event,” 
he said. “Both of us were over-
whelmed by the presence of love 
in the room, the support that 
was there.”
 The couple made the wedding 

their own: They wrote their own 
vows and dressed in kilts. Mr. 
Gordon is of Scottish descent, 
and Mr. McShane is of Irish 
descent. “Both of these Celtic 
peoples wore kilts historically,” 
Mr. Gordon said. “We decided it 
would be a way to pay honor to 
our heritage.” 
 How’s married life? “After 25 
years together, it’s not that much 
different,” Mr. Gordon said. “I 
think what really is different is 
knowing that our relationship 
now is affirmed by the state of 
California and we are treated 
equally and fairly as any other 
couple who gets married in the 
state.” A

TOWN HALL 
continued from page 5

GORDON 
continued from page 5

RAIL 
continued from page 5
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 A former Atherton police 
officer who pleaded no con-
test to charges that he sold 
stolen golf clubs to a golf store last year was 
ordered Aug. 28 in San Mateo County Supe-
rior Court to pay the owner of the clubs nearly 
$800 in restitution, a chief deputy district 
attorney said.
 Clark Yee, 29, was an officer in Atherton for 
several years before the robbery occurred in 
November 2007, Chief Deputy District Attor-
ney Steve Wagstaffe said.
 An Atherton resident who had left special-
ized golf clubs in the back of his unlocked car 
reported on Nov. 19 that the clubs were stolen 
from his driveway, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 Officers, including Mr. Yee, responded and 
filed a report, according to Mr. Wagstaffe.
 The victim later went to The Golf Mart in 
South San Francisco to purchase replacement 
clubs and spotted 14 of his specialty clubs, Mr. 
Wagstaffe said.
 The man contacted police, who viewed 
security footage from the business and wit-
nessed Mr. Yee selling the clubs to the store, 
according to Mr. Wagstaffe.
 Investigators with the district attorney’s office 
questioned Mr. Yee, who said he had bought 

the clubs over the Internet, 
according to Mr. Wagstaffe.
 Mr. Yee said he purchased 

the clubs from someone named “Omar.” Mr. 
Yee told investigators he decided he did not 
want the clubs so he sold them to The Golf 
Mart, Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 Investigators seized Mr. Yee’s two comput-
ers to look for communication between Mr. 
Yee and “Omar,” but found none, Mr. Wag-
staffe said.
 He pleaded no contest in June to one felony 
count of filing a false police report and one 
misdemeanor burglary count for entering 
The Golf Mart with intent to sell stolen goods, 
said Mr. Wagstaffe.
 He was sentenced to three years’ probation 
and 50 days in county jail.
 Mr. Yee lost his job at the Atherton Police 
Department and will not be allowed to work as 
an officer again due to his felony conviction.
 In court on Aug. 28, Judge Clifford Cretan 
ruled that Mr. Yee is to pay the victim $770 in 
restitution as well as restitution to The Golf 
Mart in an amount to be determined by the 
probation department, Mr. Wagstaffe said.

— Bay City News Service
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4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio
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 A dead bird found in Atherton 
on Aug. 15 tested positive for 
West Nile virus, according to 
San Mateo County health offi-
cials. It’s the third animal in the 
county to test positive for the 
disease since May.
 West Nile virus is spread via 
mosquito bites. Birds, humans, 
horses and other animals can 
become infected if bitten, and 
crows are particularly suscepti-
ble, according to the San Mateo 
County Mosquito and Vector 

Control District.
 The county is focusing its 
efforts on controlling mosqui-
toes, and asking for the public’s 
help in reporting dead birds 
to 1-877-WNV-BIRD (877-968-
2473) for collection and testing.
 “Mosquito control technicians 
are in the field every day finding 
and treating catch basins, back-
yard fish ponds, and other breed-
ing sites in the county,” said Dr. 
Chindi Peavey, a district vector 
ecologist, in a press release.

 West Nile virus is a potentially 
serious illness that can cause 
high fevers, convulsions, muscle 
weakness and paralysis in a small 
percentage of the population, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
About 80 percent of people who 
are infected with West Nile virus 
show no symptoms at all. People 
over age 50 have a higher risk of 
developing serious symptoms, 
the CDC says.

 Truants beware. The law 
enforcement community in San 
Mateo County, including police 
in Atherton and Menlo Park, are 
looking for you. 
 A six-week effort began 
recently to step up enforcement 
of truancy laws. The goal: to 
find truant students, get them 
back in class, and work with 
them and their families to 
raise their awareness of school’s 
importance and the availability 
of assistance, said Sgt. Joseph 
Sheridan, the school resources 
officer at the county Sheriff ’s 
Office. 
 “If they’re not in school, 
they’re not going to learn. Our 
goal is to get them into school,” 
Sgt. Sheridan said in a phone 
interview. 
 When they’re out wandering 

the streets, kids can make “poor 
decisions,” including getting 
mixed up with gangs, he added. 
“I don’t want them getting into 
trouble.”
 If students need counseling, 
they will get it, he said. If they’re 
being bullied in school and 
actually feel safer on the street, 
that, too, will be addressed. 
 Repeat offenders can be sent 
to juvenile traffic court, where 
they could be fined and have 

their driving privileges affected, 
Sgt. Sheridan said. 
 “One of the main goals of the 
program is to keep juveniles in 
school to increase their chances 
for academic success, with the 
final outcome being a high 
school diploma,” Menlo Park 
Police Department spokesper-
son Nicole Acker said. 
 For more information, send an 
e-mail message to Menlo Park 
police Officer Mary Ferguson at 
mnferguson@menlopark.org or 
call 330-6300. 

West Nile virus found in Atherton

Law enforcement looks out for truants
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Ex-Atherton cop ordered to pay 
for selling stolen golf clubs
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 A Napa resident, dubbed the 
Highway 101 Bandit, pleaded 
guilty Monday to 20 charges in 
connection with the robbery of 
20 banks throughout California 
and Utah — including a credit 
union in Menlo Park — the 
U.S. Department of Justice has 
announced.
 U.S. Attorney Joseph Rus-
soniello said Arthur Eki Cheney 
pleaded guilty as part of a plea 
agreement to the July 7 charges 
stemming from bank robberies 
between June 18, 2007, and Dec. 
12, 2007.
  Mr. Cheney became known as 
the Highway 101 Bandit because 
most of the banks and credit 
unions that he struck were along 
U.S. 101, including in Corte 
Madera, Petaluma, Burlingame, 
Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Campbell 
and San Jose. He also robbed 
banks not along U.S. 101, includ-
ing in Vacaville and Fairfield.

 The Menlo Park robbery 
occurred around 1:35 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 10, 2007, at the 
Provident Credit Union branch 
on downtown Santa Cruz Ave-
nue. Police said a man handed a 
teller a note demanding money, 
and escaped with an undisclosed 
sum of cash.
 Mr. Cheney has admitted to 
getting away with $46,040 with-
out ever brandishing a weapon. 
During the robberies, however, 
he did threaten to use a pistol in 
at least seven of the robberies, 
the Department of Justice said.
 Mr. Cheney remains in the 
custody of the U.S. Marshals 
Service and is scheduled to be 
sentenced before Judge Marilyn 
Hall Patel in San Francisco on 
Oct. 20. He faces up to 20 years 
in custody and $250,000 plus 
restitution for each charge.

— Bay City News Service

 MiMe’s Cafe, in the old See’s 
candy store at 2050 Broadway 
in Redwood City, will be closing 
its doors for good after lunch on 
Friday, Sept. 12, a victim of hard 
economic times.
 For 13 years, since 1995, patrons 
have enjoyed 
MiMe’s zippy 
California spe-
cialties prepared 
with passion by 
culinary stu-
dents of Job-
Train, the job-
training center 
in Menlo Park; 
and served with 
equal enthusi-
asm by clients 
of Youth and 
Family Enrich-
ment Services, an agency serving 
troubled youth.
 Friends of MiMe’s Cafe are invit-
ed to a farewell open house on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.
 “It is very hard to say goodbye,” 
wrote Sharon Williams, execu-
tive director of JobTrain (formerly 
OICW) in the July newsletter. She 
cited reasons of “high food and 

fuel prices, a faltering economy, and 
decreased availability of govern-
ment funding for job training.”
 The popular cafe was made 
possible by Charles Huggins of 
Woodside, who donated the former 
See’s candy store on Broadway as a 

nonprofit train-
ing restaurant. 
He is a former 
CEO of See’s. The 
cafe was named 
after his late wife, 
MiMe.
 Closing MiMe’s 
does not mean 
the end of Job-
Train’s Culinary 
Arts Program. 
Chefs-in-train-
ing will continue 
to learn the art of 

making sauces, salads and pizza at 
the JobTrain headquarters in Menlo 
Park, which already has an indus-
trial kitchen, said spokeswoman 
Kate Bryan.
 Students there will be free of the 
limits of a set menu and pressures 
of serving in a real restaurant, Ms. 
Bryan noted. “We can expand 
the menu so the students can 
learn a more extensive set of 

cooking skills.”
 For reservations to the open 
house, call 330-6450 by Thurs-
day, Sept. 4. For more informa-
tion on JobTrain, go to jobtrain-
works.org.

Goodbye party set for 
MiMe’s Cafe on Sept. 10

The closing is related to 
‘high food and fuel prices, 
a faltering economy, and 
decreased availability of 
government funding for 
job training,’ said Sharon 

Williams, executive 
director of JobTrain. Photo by Marjan Sadoughi/Palo Alto Weekly

Sunset idea house
A view to the master bedroom of the Sunset idea house, which was open for public view through 
August at the SummerHill Homes’ Lane Woods development on Willow Road in Menlo Park. 

Man pleads guilty to 
20 bank robberies

Correction
 In a recent story on the 
Menlo-Atherton High 
School “Sixth Man” fan 
club, a quote from the club’s 
leader, Andy Creighton, was 
incorrectly interpreted. 
 On the club’s Web site, Mr. 
Creighton said, “... legally, I 
cannot say we are affiliated 
with MA high school what-

soever ... thanks to the big 
man up at the front office.” 
The reporter concluded that 
Mr. Creighton was referring 
to M-A principal Matthew 
Zito, but according to Mr. 
Creighton, he was actually 
referring to Menlo-Atherton 
dean of students Fred Kes-
sler.
 The Almanac regrets the 
error.

Love the life 
you live.

Enjoy retirement in style with gracious, 
luxurious living in a vibrant carefree
environment.

Unique equity membership plan

Continuing care/Health Center on-site

Healthy, active lifestyle

Fitness Center/Lap pool

Fine Dining/Transportation

Established, resident-owned community

Located in the beautiful foothills where 
Los Altos meets Cupertino
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By Rory Brown
Almanac Staff Writer

The Atherton City Coun-
cil has gotten the town 
wrapped up in hundreds 

of thousands of dollars of legal 
costs in recent years, but it looks 
as if council members actually 
avoided a new lawsuit at their 
Aug. 20 meeting.
 A majority of sitting council 
members were unwilling to 
support an appeal by neighbors 
to stop construction of a new 
driveway that connects to Mad-
rone Road, so the project will 
move forward as planned.
 With the project moving 
ahead, homeowners Thom Bry-
ant and Susan Gellen won’t be 
suing the town — something 
they said they would do if the 
appeal against the city-issued 
permits for their driveway was 
upheld.
 Mr. Bryant and Ms. Gellen 
obtained an encroachment per-
mit in June to build a driveway 
for their newly constructed 
home at 99 De Bell Drive. They 
need the permit to build a 
driveway that cuts through the 
back of the property to Madrone 
Road — a cul-de-sac off Oak 
Grove Avenue that Atherton 
controls, but is privately main-
tained by the handful of hom-
eowners who live on the street.
 Mr. Bryant said the couple 
needs a longer, wider driveway 

that connects to Madrone Road 
so they can tow either a boat or 
classic race car into the garage.
 But Madrone Road neigh-
bors, led by appellants David 
and Leigh White, said the new 
driveway would increase traffic, 
lower nearby property values, 
and hurt the rural feeling of the 
sparsely traveled street. They 
noted that other De Bell Drive 
homes could follow suit, creat-
ing safety issues for the neigh-
borhood.
 “You start adding driveways 
with back access with little vis-
ibility, and that’s a safety issue,” 
Ms. White told the council.

Council vote
 Council member Kathy McK-
eithen, who previously spoke in 
favor of the appeal, lives near 99 
De Bell Drive, and was unable 
to vote on the matter due to a 
potential conflict of interest.
 That left four council mem-
bers on the dais, with three of 
them having to support the 
appeal to halt the construction 
of the driveway — numbers that 
weren’t there.
 “We’re talking about [a drive-
way for] one house, we’re not 
talking about an apartment 
building here, people,” said 
Mayor Jim Janz, question-
ing Madrone Road neighbors’ 
claims that the impacts of the 
driveway could lower surround-
ing property values by as much 

as $500,000 a home.
 Mayor Janz and Councilman 
Charles Marsala voted to deny 
the appeal, while councilmen 
Jerry Carlson and Jim Dobbie 
voted to support it. Mr. Marsala 
said the prospect of a potential 
lawsuit — litigation he wasn’t 
convinced the city would win — 
figured into his decision.
 “We’ve been in litigation way 

too much over the last two 
years,” he said.
 Councilman Carlson had a 
different take on the mat-
ter. “[The driveway] definitely 
changes the look and feel of the 
neighborhood,” he said. “It’s out 
of the norm.”
 Mr. Carlson said both the 
homeowners and city staff 
should have reached out to 
neighbors earlier in the plan-
ning process, which could have 
prevented the conflict.

 In a separate vote, council-
men Marsala and Janz voted 
to deny the appeal, but that 
vote also resulted in a tie, with 
councilmen Carlson and Dobbie 
opposed.
 In the end, the council took no 
action on the appeal. This allows 
the driveway project to proceed 
as planned. The council did 
approve a measure on a 4-0 vote 
that requires Mr. Bryant and Ms. 
Gellen to pay toward the mainte-
nance of Madrone Road. A

INFANT AND CHILD CPR
Parents and other childcare providers will learn the techniques of  infant and child CPR 
and how to avoid choking hazards. Mannequins are used to provide hands-on training.
 - Monday, September 22

PIVOTAL RESPONSE TRAINING FOR AUTISM
Pivotal Response Training is effective in promoting language and social development in 
autistic children. Learn these techniques to help develop the social skills of  children with 
autism and other related disorders during natural family interactions. To register, call 
(650) 724-3783. 

 - Wednesday, September 24

HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP
Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on 
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Girls attend these two-part sessions with 
their moms and boys attend with their dads.

 - For Boys: Tuesdays, September 23 & 30  
 - For Girls: Mondays, September 29 & October 6

MOTHERS OF SONS: THE JOYS AND CHALLENGES  
OF ADOLESCENCE
Dr. Robert Lehman, adolescent medicine specialist, explores the challenges that moms 
face in raising adolescent boys and offers ideas on how to strengthen the relationship 
between mothers and their sons as they transition from childhood to adulthood. To 
register, call (650) 724-3783.

 - Tuesday, October 14

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

Following big fuss, Atherton couple gets their driveway
  ■ ATHERTON■ Council avoids lawsuit by not acting on appeal.

Ormondale School photo

‘The Cat’ comes to Ormondale
The “Cat in the Hat,” known as Ormondale Principal Jennifer Warren, 
reads a Dr. Seuss favorite “Horton Hears A Who” to students at the 
K-3 school in Portola Valley during “Read Across America” last spring. 
Children, and teachers too, came to school in pajamas. They spent 
the entire day listening to mystery readers, completing Seussical 
activities and reading books with partners in their buddy classes.
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New arts center, charter school 
top news in high school district
Woodside High’s new principal would transform after-school hours 

for low performers

By DAVE BOYCE | Almanac Staff Writer

T
he school year has begun and at Menlo-
Atherton High School, the only news of 
note, according to Principal Matthew Zito, 
is the upcoming open house and public 
walk-through at the partially completed 

performing arts center. 
 The estimated $32 mil-
lion, 32,000-square-foot 
theater, still a year away 
from completion, is going 
up in dramatic style at 
the intersection of Raven-
swood Avenue and Middle-
field Road. Tours are sched-
uled for Sunday, Sept. 21, 
between 3 and 5 p.m. 
 On the charter school 
front, the Sequoia Union 
High School District has 
received a petition for Ever-
est, a four-year charter 
school planned to open in 
September 2009 and mod-
eled on Summit Prepara-
tory Charter High School in Redwood City. 
 About a third of Summit’s 400 students are 
from The Almanac’s circulation area. The Sequoia 
district’s Board of Trustees is scheduled to rule on 
the petition on Wednesday, Sept. 17. 
 Everest petitioners argue that another charter high 
school is needed, given that three eighth-graders 
apply for every freshman seat at Summit. More than 
90 percent of Summit graduates have been admitted 
to four-year colleges, school officials say. 
 At a recent public hearing, where the petitioners 
had a minimal presence and said they were relying 
on Summit’s record to speak for itself, some resi-
dents said that charters tacitly discourage students 

with lower academic skills and that the district has 
enough charter schools. 
 Meanwhile at Woodside High, new Principal 
David Reilly is, at 35, perhaps the youngest head 
of a high school in the Sequoia district’s history. 

 A primary concern of 
Mr. Reilly’s over the next 
few years will be to look at 
what’s happening to kids 
who don’t take to studying. 
What are they doing after 
the final classroom bell, 
and can the school help 
them make better use of 
that time? 

New programs
 For some Woodside 
High students who are not 
performing well academi-
cally, the end of the school 
day means hanging around 
along the Alameda de las 
Pulgas or wandering home, 

sometimes stopping for fast food or snacks, Mr. 
Reilly said in a recent interview. 
 These behaviors need to change, he says, and 
he hopes to bring that about by developing a new 
set of after-school programs — if he can find the 
grants to pay for them — that could mix tutoring 
with intramural sports, opportunities for artistic 
expression, and maybe social functions. 
 Getting these students off the street and into 
tutoring is the goal, he says; the other activities 
are the means to that end. “We have to couple the 
medicine with the sugar.” 

Photo by Veronica Weber, The Almanac

David Reilly, the new principal at Woodside High School, strolls through the campus and greets students at 
lunchtime on Monday, Aug. 25. 

SEQUOIA UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Superintendent: Patrick Gemma | 
Call 369-1411 | www.seq.org 

Enrollment: 8,900. 

■ Menlo-Atherton (9-12), 555 Middlefield 
Road, Atherton | Principal: Matthew Zito | 
Call 322-5311.  

■ Woodside (9-12), 199 Churchill Ave, 
Woodside | Principal: David Reilly | Call 367-9750.

■ Summit Preparatory Charter High (9-12), 
890 Broadway Street, Redwood City | 
Executive Director: Todd Dickson | Call 556-1110.

R
arely does a new crop of kindergart-
ners provoke so much interest, but 
Encinal’s youngest students have 
almost mini-celebrity status at the 
Menlo Park City School District’s 
elementary school.

 “A lot of the bigger kids were glued to the 
fence at lunch, looking at the little kids,” said 
Encinal Principal Allison Liner.
 Up until this year, Encinal in Atherton has 
been home to the district’s third- through 
fifth-graders who live east of El Camino Real. 
All that changed on Aug. 25 when about 100 
youngsters started their first day of school 
in the campus’ spanking new kindergarten 
wing. As this kindergarten class advances 
through the grades, Encinal will become a 
K-5 school. 
 The older students are so enthusiastic about 
having kindergartners on campus, the school 
is planning to offer them a variety of volunteer 
opportunities to work with the kindergarteners, 
Ms. Liner said.
 “We’re so happy to have kindergarteners at 
Encinal,” she said. “Little kids are so curious, 
so excited about learning, it really brings a new 
warmth to our school.”
 Another first for the entire Menlo Park district 
is happening in two of Encinal’s five kindergarten 
classrooms — the launch of a bilingual Spanish 
immersion program. Students of Maestra Maria 
and Señorita Barerra were asked, in Spanish, to 
bid “adios” to their anxiously hovering parents 
on the first day of school. 
 The teachers speak only Spanish to their 

students, amounting to about 90 percent 
of the total instruction in the kindergarten 
year. That percentage will slip downward 
as students progress through the program, 
leveling out at 50 percent English and 50 

percent Spanish spoken in the classroom by 
fifth grade, when district officials say chil-
dren should be f luent and literate in both 
languages.  
 “The kids seem to be adapting very well,” Princi-
pal Liner said. “I’m happy to say nobody was crying 
and everybody was playing nicely.”
 Kids in the immersion class won’t be the 
only ones learning Spanish at school this 
year. The district’s world language initia-

tive is making Spanish instruction part of 
the curriculum for grades 3-5 at all three 
elementary schools, with plans to expand 
it to sixth grade and primary grades, said 
Superintendent Ken Ranella.
 Other curriculum changes are in the offing, 
as district officials assess new mathematics 
textbooks and figure out how to prepare stu-
dents for a state mandate to teach algebra to 
every eighth grader, Mr. Ranella said. Currently, 
about 60 percent of the district’s eighth-graders 
take algebra, he said. The district is collaborat-
ing with the Silicon Valley Mathematics Initia-
tive on professional development, studies and 
strategies, he said.
 With district enrollment climbing, getting all 
those kids to school is a big issue. Primary grade 
students can take the district’s new school bus 
to Laurel and Encinal in the mornings at a cost 
of $250 for the year. After school, the bus is used 
to take children to the Newton after-school 
child care program on the Menlo Park Presby-
terian Church campus. Other options include 
SamTrans routes geared toward older students, 
carpool message boards set up on school Web 
sites, and shuttles to ferry kids from Encinal to 
Laurel, providing one-stop pick-ups for families 
with siblings at both schools. 
 This year’s big push to reduce the number of 
cars bringing kids to school seems to be a big 
hit. Mr. Ranella said that Oak Knoll needs more 
racks to handle the unexpectedly large numbers 
of bicycles, and that there’s been a good deal of 
interest in the school bus. Construction projects 
starting this fall on the Encinal and Oak Knoll 

campuses are expected to exacerbate traffic and 
parking problems.
 “I think the parent(s) here are supporting 
our initiative of getting cars off the roads and 
away from campuses, not only because of the 
construction, but from a general ethic about 
being green,” Mr. Ranella said.
 Future construction at Hillview Middle 
School on Santa Cruz Avenue is bound to 
be another big topic this year, as the district 
prepares for the public review of the project’s 
environmental impact report this fall. Enroll-
ment at the middle school is expected to jump 
25 percent in the next few years, triggering a 
major reconfiguration of the campus.
 The district is also facing some changes at the 
top. Two veteran school board members, Terry 
Thygesen and board President Bruce Ives, are 
departing after eight years. Two candidates have 
filed to fill their seats, Maria Hilton and Mark 
Box. Both are past chairs of the Menlo Park-

Atherton School Foundation.
 Among many other topics, the school board 
will be weighing whether to have a laptop com-
puters for each student at the middle-school 
level, Mr. Ranella said. This year is the first that 
all classrooms are equipped with Smart Boards, 
a type of interactive whiteboard that links to 
computers or projectors.
 “All the staff has had initial training on it,” 
Mr. Ranella said. “I was gratified to walk into 
a kindergarten class at Laurel, and see the chil-
dren all sitting on the rug and the teacher was 
putting up stuff on the Smart Board.”
 All in all, it looks to be another busy year in 
the Menlo Park school district.
 “The mantra here is: ‘continuous improve-
ment,’” said Mr. Ranella. “From the board to 
the administration, the teachers and staff, we 
know we’re going to continuously improve in 
all areas, especially in curriculum, but also in 
operations.” A

Big changes accompany new 
kindergartners in Menlo Park district

By ANDREA GEMMET | Almanac Staff Writer

MENLO PARK CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Superintendent: Kenneth Ranella | Call 321-7140 | 
www.mpcsd.org 

Enrollment: 2,418. 

■ Laurel (K-2), 95 Edge Road, Atherton | 
Principal: Nancy Hendry | Call 324-0186.  

■ Oak Knoll (K-5), 1895 Oak Knoll Lane, Menlo 
Park | Principal: David Ackerman | Call 854-4433

■ Encinal (K, 3-5), 195 Encinal Ave., Atherton | 
Principal: Allison Liner | Call 326-5164

■ Hillview (6-8), 1100 Elder Ave., Menlo Park | 
Principal: Michael Moore | Call 326-4341

Photo by Veronica Weber, The Almanac

Aleyda Barrera gives kindergarteners in her bilingual Spanish class a lesson on listening on the first day 
of school at Encinal in Atherton.

See HIGH SCHOOLS, page 18

Back to school
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Y
ellow school buses wending their way through 
the Los Lomitas School District, from Alpine 
Road to Woodside Road, are a sure sign that 
summer’s over and school has started.

 Those buses will be bring-
ing more students this year to 
Las Lomitas, the district’s K-3 
school in Atherton, and La 
Entrada, the grade 4-8 school 
in Menlo Park.
 The district has gained 49 
students, bringing enrollment 
to a peak of 1,191 after years 
of relatively little growth. Las 
Lomitas has 572 students and 
La Entrada, 619.
 The district has eight kin-
dergarten classes this year, 
all at 20 students per class, said Superintendent Eric 
Hartwig. He noted this increase is within the range the 
district predicted. 
 “It’s definitely a boomlet,” the superintendent said. 
The big question is whether the kindergarten bubble 
will continue next year.
 “If it continues, we have one set of facility questions 

to address in coming years,” said the superintendent. “If 
not, we’re looking at slower growth leveling off.”
 The district has hired Tom Williams, an enrollment pro-
jection consultant, to conduct a new demographic study.

   An increasing number of stu-
dents are coming to the district 
from the Sharon Heights area, 
and fewer students are leaving 
La Entrada for a private middle 
school, said Superintendent 
Hartwig.
  The district, which has com-
pleted extensive bond-funded 
building and renovation pro-
grams at both schools, added 
two portable classrooms to the 
Las Lomitas campus this sum-
mer to house a third-grade 

class and an occupational therapist.
   A major change will take place in the district when De 
Modderman, business manager associated with Las Lomitas 
for 30 years, retires Dec. 30. Trustees accepted the “sad news” 
at their Aug. 13 meeting.
 “De has no peer when it comes to fiscal insight and 
accuracy, and she is beloved by all who’ve worked with her,” 

said Superintendent Hartwig. “Her reputation extends far 
beyond our relatively small district, and if we’re lucky that 
will help us attract the best possible replacement.”
 The district is moving ahead in implementing its 
strategic plan, which includes unifying the visual and 
performing arts program from kindergarten through 
eighth-grade. That effort has support from teachers and 

financial backing from the Las Lomitas 
Education Foundation, the PTAs and 
some state arts funding.
 New this year, La Entrada is offering 
geometry as an elective to some moti-
vated eighth-graders who are taking 
algebra. Behind this decision, said Super-
intendent Hartwig, is possibly develop-
ing a new math sequence that would have 
students take algebra in seventh grade 
and geometry in eighth grade.

 La Entrada is offering this year support classes in 
language arts and math at each grade level. Fourth- and 
fifth-graders are offered reading support classes.
 La Entrada is offering a wide range of electives including 
Spanish, French, Latin, symphonic band, photography, 
multimedia production, art, math games and puzzles. 
 There won’t be a school board election on Nov. 4. Two 
candidates — Maria Mascaro Doktorczyk of Menlo Park, 
an attorney, and John Macdonald of Woodside, an entre-
preneur — were unopposed and declared elected to a 
four-year term on the Las Lomitas district board. Both 
parents with children in district schools will be seated on 
the board in early December. Leaving the board will be 
trustees Lee Anderson and Steve Sowiski. A

Woodside Elementary 
School’s new principal, 
Diana Abbati, enjoys 

the school’s “peaceful and lovely” 
environs, but the native New 
Yorker who makes her home in 
San Francisco is still adjusting 
to a few things in her new sur-
roundings.
 “Leaving here at 11 p.m. one night, 
I couldn’t believe 
how dark it was,” 
she said, admitting 
that she’s a little 
scared of running 
into raccoons or 
skunks.
 O t h e r w i s e , 
she’s enthusiastic 
about leading the 
one-school dis-
trict that serves 
kids from kinder-
garten through 
eighth grade on a 
freshly renovated 
campus in the heart of the town 
of Woodside.
 By the end of the last school 
year, an administrative restruc-
turing plan and the retirement of 
Dan Vinson, the superintendent/
principal, left Woodside’s top 
offices empty. While the school 
board searches for a new super-
intendent this year, the school 
will be led by Ms. Abbati and her 
second in command, filling the 
new — and probably temporary 

— role of dean, Amy Rettberg. 
 Tim Hanretty, the assistant 
superintendent who divides his 
time between the Woodside and 
Portola Valley districts, is serving 
as the interim superintendent.
 Ms. Abbati said she’s enjoyed 
a warm welcome from faculty, 
staff and parents, and was pleas-
antly surprised at how smoothly 

the first day of 
school went. 
 Top issues to 
tackle in the 
new school year 
include evalu-
ating the math 
c u r r i c u l u m , 
deciding the 
future of the 
Spanish pro-
gram that’s cur-
rently on hold, 
asking voters 
to pass a parcel 
tax and creating 

professional development goals.
 Ms. Abbati started her career 
in the world of business and 
finance, but changed focus 
after experiencing a series of 
personal losses while in her 30s, 
she said.
 “At 35, I had my master’s in 
business, and I decided I wanted 
to be with kids, so I gave myself 
permission to go back to school,” 

Kindergarten ‘boomlet’ at Las Lomitas; 
will it continue next year? 

By MARJORIE MADER | Almanac Staff Writer

By ANDREA GEMMET | Almanac Staff Writer

LAS LOMITAS SCHOOL DISTRICT
Superintendent: Eric Hartwig | Call 854-2880 | 
www.llesd.k.12.ca.us 
Enrollment:1,191. 

■ Las Lomitas Elementary (K-3), 299 Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Atherton | Principal: Gerald Traynor | 
Call 854-5900

■ La Entrada Middle (4-8), 2200 Sharon Road, 
Menlo Park | Principal: Larry Thomas | Call 854-3962

WOODSIDE 
ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT
Interim Superintendent: 
Tim Hanretty | Call 851-1571 | 
www.woodside.k12.ca.us 

Enrollment: 522. 

■ Woodside (K-8), 3195 
Woodside Road, Woodside | 
Principal: Diana Abbati | 
Call 851-1571

De Modderman

C
hallenges with a capital C are ahead 
for the Portola Valley School District 
this year, says Superintendent Anne 
Campbell.

  “The nuts and bolts issue of the budget is huge, 
a continuing challenge,” the superintendent said. 
 Budget advisory subcommittees are looking 
closely at how to run schools more efficiently and 
at less cost, and also at ways to increase revenue 

to help continue the quality of education that the 
community expects.
 A possible parcel-tax election may be in the wings 
to provide additional funding because the district’s 
$290 parcel tax — expected to raise $645,000 this 
year — expires in 2013. A two-thirds majority vote 
is required to pass a parcel tax.

By MARJORIE MADER | Almanac Staff Writer

Challenges ahead for Portola Valley 
district; budget concerns top the list 

New faces at 
Woodside elementary

Photo by Veronica Weber/The Almanac

New principal Carol Piraino says she looks forward to her first year at Corte Madera and getting to know 
students, teachers and staff. 

See PORTOLA VALLEY, page 18 See WOODSIDE, page 18

Back to school
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N E W S

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

668 Ramona at Forest, Palo Alto 321-3891 M-F 9-5•SAT 10-4

ALL media, ALL styles, ALL original
Local artists, framed and unframed, three galleries

Water & Reflections & Photography shows Sept. 5-29

AFFORDABLE ART

50% Off 
Selected Fabrics

650-591-0220
San Carlos

RJ's
Upholstery

and

Slipcovers

A Fabric 
Store

A Better Choice Since 1960
1664 Industrial Road
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ALMANACALMANAC

ONLINEONLINE
DELIVERSDELIVERS
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   JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
    AT TOWNSQUARE

D O  Y O U  N E E D  M O R E  I N C O M E ?

$25 Par Preferred securities are issued by banks, corporations, federal agencies and utilities and 
are typically listed on the NYSE. Investment features may include attractive yields, monthly or 
quarterly income and investment grade credit quality. 

If you would like to be notified when Preferred securities come to market, please return the 
reply card below. Alternatively, call or e-mail us at:

Toguchi Group 
Betty Chambers Toguchi 
First Vice President, Financial Advisor  
1010 El Camino Real, Suite 200  
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
650-463-4520 
elizabeth.toguchi@morganstanley.com

Recently issued investment grade $25 Par Preferred securities have come to 
market with yields ranging from 8.25% to 9.00%.*

*  Range of yields shown is for investment grade $25 Par Preferreds underwritten and offered by Morgan Stanley during the prior 8-week period. Maturities range from 25 
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maturity value. Past performance does not guarantee future performance.
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Menlo Park’s
open-air
Book Fair
Sept. 13-14
 It’s a book lovers’ bonanza. A 
tradition since 1953, the Friends 
of Menlo Park Library’s annual 
Book Fair takes  place Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 13 and 14, 
outdoors at the Menlo Park 
Civic Center.
 More than 30,000 books in 
32 categories will be for sale on 
more than 100 tables.
 The books will be available at 
bargain-basement prices, usu-
ally $1. Multiple copies of many 
classics, from Shakespeare to 
Confucius, will be available at 
these prices, according to Tim 
Goode, Book Fair spokesman. 
 The Book Fair opens both days 
at 9:30 a.m. and ends at 5 p.m. 
Saturday and 1:30 p.m. Sunday. 
There will be a half-price sale 
Sunday morning and, begin-
ning at 11:30 a.m., all remaining 
items that shoppers can fit into a 
shopping bag will be sold for $2 
a bag. Patrons may buy as many 
bags as they wish. Volunteers 
will help carry purchases to 
shoppers’ car.
 Written bids on a long list 
of “collectible” books will be 
taken all day Saturday, and until 
11:30 a.m. Sunday, in the coun-
cil chambers. An oral auction 
follows at 2 p.m. Sunday and 
officially closes Book Fair 2008 
at 4 p.m. 

Youth art contest
 Students in grades K-6 are 
invited to enter a drawing 
depicting their favorite book in a 
contest sponsored by the Friends 
of the Menlo Park Library. The 
drawing should be on 8.5-by-11-
inch paper. Winners will receive 
a certificate for the purchase 
of books at the Book Fair. Mr. 
Goode predicts there will be 
hundreds of winners.
 The drawing should be sub-
mitted to the student’s school 
office by noon Wednesday, Sept. 
3. Winners will receive their 
certificates at school on Friday.
 Selected works will be dis-
playedt the main library and at 
Kepler’s Books with the artists 
awarded books for their work.

TRY THE SURF IN

TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online

Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
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Opera insights at Little HouseIvan is
off to
work.

But he’ll be back after his summer
job at a global management
consulting firm to mentor kids
like young Chase at the Boys &
Girls Clubs of the Peninsula. Ivan
Martinez, 18, returns because
the Club helped him beat the
Opportunity Gap that defeats so
many kids in his neighborhood.
Caring staff and volunteers
coached Ivan in academics
and in life skills, and now he’s a
sophomore at San Jose State
University. Most of all, Ivan says,
the Club inspired him to expect
more of himself. That’s why we
know Ivan will earn his college
degree and that one day he’ll be
off to work at his dream career
in music production.

Visit! Donate! Volunteer!

Help us close the gap.
Call 650-646-6128 or visit:

www.bgcp.org.

This message made possible by Carney Global Ventures

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & Tea

 Ken Smith, author of “Fate! 
Luck! Chance! The Making of 
the Bonesetter’s Daughter,” will 
share his insights about Stewart 
Wallace and Amy Tan’s new 
opera, “The Bonesetter’s Daugh-
ter,” at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9, 
at Little House, 800 Middle Ave., 
Menlo Park.
 The opera preview is spon-
sored by the South Peninsula 
chapter of the San Francisco 
Opera Guild. Tickets at the door 
are $8 for members and $10 for 
others. For more information, 
call Karen Prak at 329-1374.

Life Stories course
in Portola Valley
 A new session of the popular 
Life Stories writing course that 
has helped guide many local resi-
dents in recording their personal 
and family histories will begin 
Sept. 18 at Ladera Community 
Church in Portola Valley.
 Taught by Foothill College 
instructor Sheila Dunec, the 
10-week Life Stories course teach-
es adults creative methods to 
write about their family history 
and specific events in their lives.
 Two sessions are offered: 
Thursdays, from 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m., Sept. 18 through Nov. 20; 
and Fridays, from 9:45 to 11:45 
a.m., Sept. 19 through Nov. 21.
 Ms. Dunec said students “will 

learn how to recall long-for-
gotten but important incidents 
and put them down on paper.” 
She also teaches “ref lective 
techniques” to help participants 
better understand their life 
experiences, she said. 
 The fee is $150. Registration is 
limited.
 Ladera Community Church is 
at 3300 Alpine Road. For more 
information, call Ms. Dunec at 
565-8087. 

Dickens House
design tour 
 Before Dickens House — the 
annual show house and holiday 
boutique fundraiser for St. Mat-
thew’s Episcopal Day School in 
San Mateo — opens Oct. 18, 
visitors will have a chance to 
take a “sneak peek” at the Hills-
borough mansion that will be 
the setting for the event.
 Design tours of the mansion, 
with the show house designers 
present, will be held Sept. 11-15 
and Sept. 18-22 at 333 Uplands 
Drive in Hillsborough. Tickets 
are $40. For hours and ticket 
information, call 324-6668 or go 
to www.dickenshouse.org.
 This year’s Dickens House 
holiday boutique and show house 
will be held Oct. 18 to Nov. 2.

  ■ AROUND TOWN

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estateTheAl



 Kathrin Dancer and her daugh-
ter, Nicole Dancer, of Woodside 
will be among the competitors 
in the combined driving event to 
be held Sept. 5 through 7 at the 
Horse Park in Woodside. 
 Run in memory of Dr. Henry 
Boyd, a veterinarian who pio-
neered combined driving on 
the West Coast, the event is 
organized by Ellie Ferrari and 
Gerald Fisher and is sponsored 
by the members of the Peninsula 
Carriage Driving Club.
 The competition consists of 
three parts: dressage, a mara-
thon or cross-country, and the 
cones or obstacle course.
 Dressage on Friday takes place 
in a arena with drivers dressed 
in formal attire as the horses 

perform elegant maneuvers.
 The Saturday marathon takes 
place on a timed cross-country 
course with many obstacles, 
gates, and water crossings. Each 
driver takes along an extra per-
son called a navigator. Drivers, 
navigators, horses and carriages 
end up wet and dirty, says club 
spokesman Christina Ferrari.
 On Sunday, riders don formal 
attire once again to negotiate a 
timed course of cones in a arena.
 The public is invited to attend 
the free carriage driving event, 
which takes place from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
Sept. 5 and 6, and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 7. The Horse Park 
is located on Sand Hill Road, just 
west of Interstate 280. 
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Best Book Store
Kepler’s Books & Magazines

1010 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park  ■  324.4321

www.keplers.com

Best Jewelry Store
Darren McClung Precious Jewelry

The Stanford Barn
700 Welch Road, Suite 102, 

Palo Alto  ■  321.5994
www.darrenmcclung.com

Best Plumbing Service
Guy Plumbing

1265 El Camino Real
Menlo Park  ■  323.8421
www.guyplumbing.com

Best Sandwich Shop
Lutticken’s

3535 Alameda de las Pulgas
Menlo Park  ■  854.0291

Best Auto Repair
Portola Valley Garage

4170 Alpine Road
Portola Valley  ■  851.7442

www.pvgarage.com

Best Mexican Restaurant &
Best Place to Dine with Kids

LuLu’s
3539 Alameda de las Pulgas, 

Menlo Park  ■  854.8226
www.lulusonthealameda.com

Best Pharmacy
Preuss Pharmacy

844 Santa Cruz Avenue, 
Menlo Park  ■  321.8045

www.preusspharmacy.com

 Best Hair Salon 
(2nd Place for Almanac)

(1st Place for Palo Alto Weekly)

Los Salonez

1010 Alma Street
Menlo Park  ■  328.0735

www.lossalonez.com

Best Painting
Ruben’s Custom Painting

1259 El Camino Real
Menlo Park  ■  800.554.7655

www.rubenspaint.com

Best Chinese Restaurant & 
Best Take-Out Food

Su Hong
1039 El Camino Real

Menlo Park  ■  323.6852 &
     630 Menlo Avenue, Menlo Park  ■  322.4631

www.suhong.com

Best Auto Repair
M&R Automotive
1281 El Camino Real

Menlo Park  ■  325.3900
www.mandrauto.com

Best Travel Agency
Meridian World Travel

830 Menlo Avenue
Menlo Park  ■  328.2030

www.summitcruisevacations.com/
                           sailaway

Best Place to Meet People
Cafe Borrone

1010 El Camino Real
Menlo Park  ■  327.0830
www.cafeborrone.com

Best Burger Joint
Jeffrey’s Hamburgers

888 El Camino Real
Menlo Park  ■  322.1959

Best Pizza
Applewood Inn & Pizza

1001 El Camino Real
Menlo Park  ■  324.3486  &

989 El Camino Real
Menlo Park  ■  328.1156  &

227 First Street, Los Altos  ■  941.9222
www.applewoodpizza.com

Best Toy Shop
Cheeky Monkey Toys

640 Santa Cruz Avenue
Menlo Park  ■  328.7975

ww.cheekymonkeytoys.com

Best Lingerie
Ela Lingerie

1139 Chestnut Street
Menlo Park  ■  325.2965

www.elalingerie.com

re Best Painting

WINNERS
2008 the

DARRE
ESTATE

TOYS
cheeky monkey

Carriage driving event
at Woodside Horse Park

Sponsored by

Holbrook-Palmer Park
Fall Fundraiser

Fabulous B-B-Q, desserts & wine Games and activities for children 
and adults and live music with Joe Sharino’s Band

Live auction of unique swings & related items Silent Auction

Sponsored: Tables of 10: $700, Open Seating: $ 75,
 Children: $15, Under 2: Free 

Proceeds benefi t Holbrook-Palmer Park. For reservations, contact 650.752.0590

At Kepler’s
Menlo Park resident Kimberly Ford, author of “Hump: True Tales of Sex 
after Kids,” will discuss and sign this new book at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 9, at Kepler’s bookstore, 1010 El Camino Real in Menlo Park.
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650-462-6900
www.HomeCareAssistance.com

148 Hawthorne Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301 

Nine out of ten seniors prefer to live at home. That’s 
why we’re a trusted tradition among Menlo-Atherton 
families. Our happy caregivers bring more than care 
and comfort. We help prevent falls, loneliness and 
other risks of aging. Plus, we enable your loved ones to 
continue living independently, doing the activities they 
enjoy. Bonded and insured, our caregivers help with:
•  Friendly companionship  
• Transportation  
• Light housekeeping  
•  Meal preparation and nutritional assistance
• Medication reminders 
• Personal care
• Safety monitoring — and much more

“We chose Home Care 
Assistance over other options 

because my Mom deserves
 the very best.”

“The Peninsula’s #1 Choice for In-Home Senior Care.”

Because you want more than 
peace of mind. You want the 
best for your Mom & Dad.

 Support from the broader 
community would be impor-
tant. “We need to put some 
minds together to see what’s 
possible,” he said. “What I’m 
really concerned about is (stu-
dent) engagement after school. 
I’m very, very, very alarmed 
about the obesity rates of stu-
dents.” 
 Under the current system, a 
Woodside student cannot play 
organized sports without meet-
ing requirements that include a 
grade point average of at least 
2.0, generally good behavior, 
and a significant course load. 
 The intramural sports that 
Mr. Reilly has in mind would 
not have eligibility require-
ments. Some students have 
shown interest in intramural 
basketball and rugby, he said. 

Right place,  right time
 Woodside High has been Mr. 
Reilly’s place of work for all but a 
few of his 13 years in education. 
 With a bachelor’s degree in 
English literature from the Uni-
versity of California at Los 
Angeles, he came to Woodside 
as a substitute teacher in 1995, 
earned a teaching credential 

from San Francisco State Uni-
versity in the spring of 1997, 
and began full-time at Wood-
side. He taught journalism and 
advanced-placement English. 
 Teaching’s professionalism and 
intellectual aspects drew him, as 
did the Woodside teachers who 
made teaching “very attractive to 
me,” he said. 
 In 2003, he led Woodside’s 
reaccreditation effort, which 
gave him an out-of-the-class-
room a view of the school as an 
active organization. 
 He was appointed administra-
tive vice principal at Sequoia 
High School in Redwood City in 
2005, and returned to Woodside 
in January 2008 as interim prin-
cipal when Linda Common left 
to take over special education 
for the district. 
 “If you’d have told me 10 years 
ago that I’d be a principal, I’d 
have laughed,” he said. “I was 
very, very fortunate in being 
in the right place at the right 
time.” 
 He says he has come to appre-
ciate school administration as a 
way to entertain ideas on how to 
improve education. “When I 
was assured that I could still 
have an impact from outside the 
school classroom, that won it for 
me,” he said. A

 Trustees hired Godbe Research of San Mateo to 
survey district voters last July to determine sup-
port for a possible parcel tax election. The board 
will discuss the survey at its meeting on Wednes-
day, Sept. 3, starting at 7 p.m. in Room 1001 of 
Corte Madera School, located at 4575 Alpine Road 
in Portola Valley.
 This year’s $11.5-million 
budget was balanced by a 
combination of measures to 
avoid short-term cuts in the 
educational program. These 
measures included: drawing 
$330,000 from the district 
reserves, reducing expenses 
by $500,000, and receiv-
ing almost $1 million from 
the Portola Valley Schools 
Foundation and a $200,000 
grant for technology from an 
anonymous donor.
 Enrollment has grown to 741 
students this year from 711 last 
year after being stable in recent 
years. A fifth kindergarten class has been added at 
Ormondale to accommodate a record crop of 98 
students. Also, new students have entered the dis-
trict at various grades as families have moved into 
the district and some students return to public 
school from private schools. Ormondale has 353 
students in grades K-3; Corte Madera has 389 in 
grades 4-8.
 Corte Madera’s new principal, Carol Piraino, 
started work last July after serving as principal 
for the past nine years at Palo Alto’s Walter Hayes, 

a K-5 school. She succeeds Principal Joel Willen, 
who retired after four years at Corte Madera and 
after a 42-year career in education.
 Ms. Piraino brings to Portola Valley expertise 
in working with students of a wide variety of 
ages and backgrounds, and leadership in both 
language arts and math, said Superintendent 
Campbell. Earlier Ms. Piraino taught and was a 
vice principal in the Ravenswood City Elementary 
School District, where one main responsibility 

was to create a middle school 
within the K-8 Cesar Chavez 
Academy. 
 Challenges also are 
ahead on the education front. 
 Superintendent Camp-
bell said the district is “striving 
to find the balance” between 
the traditional, teacher-direct-
ed model and the “investigative 
learning” approach, developed 
over the past three years at 
Ormondale School.
   In the investigative-learning 
model, teachers are used as a 
resource to design learning 
experiences that encourage 

students to identify topics for study, set goals, 
ask questions, discover answers, and be more 
responsible for their learning. These skills, 
according to the Ormondale teachers, become 
increasingly important for students in dealing 
with complexities of the 21st century.
 Another challenge, said Superintendent Camp-
bell, is to come up with an assessment system that 
employs wider use of technology and allows teach-
ers to better monitor students’ progress as they 
move through the grades. A

she said.
 She got her teaching cre-
dential, and then a master’s in 
administration, and is currently 
working on her doctorate at 
U.C. Berkeley. She was work-
ing as the principal and direc-

tor of special education at the 
K-8 Ross Elementary School in 
Marin County before coming to 
Woodside in August.
 Her passion for what she does 
energizes her and sometimes 
keeps her working around the 
clock, Ms. Abbati said.
 “I don’t sleep much at night,” 
she said.  A

PORTOLA VALLEY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Superintendent: Anne Campbell | 
Call 851-1777 | www.pvsd.net 

Enrollment: 741. 

■ Ormondale (K-3), 200 Shawnee 
Pass, Portola Valley | Principal: Jen-
nifer Warren | Call 851-1777

■ Corte Madera (4-8), 4575 Alpine 
Road, Portola Valley | Principal: Carol 
Piraino | Call 851-1777

HIGH SCHOOLS 
continued from page 13

WOODSIDE 
continued from page 14

PORTOLA VALLEY 
continued from page 14
PORTOLA VALLEY

Back to school
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C O M M U N I T Y

Ladera couple raises guide dog for blind
By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

Linda Atkinson and Bob Bar-
rett were proud attendants 
at a graduation ceremony 

earlier this year. All that time and 
effort had finally paid off. Their 
puppy, Pasta, was graduating.
 Pasta, a black lab retriever, 
graduated as a guide in a formal 
ceremony at the Guide Dog 
campus in San Rafael. She was 
presented to Megan Miller, a 
senior at Cal State Long Beach.
 Ms. Atkinson is sure the two 
will get along fine. She says 
Pasta is sort of a princess. “She 
is on a campus. Now she will 
get all the attention she will ever 
need,” she says.
 The couple, who live in Lad-
era, acquired Pasta when she 
was 8 weeks old. “I was expect-
ing a cute little puppy, but she 
was big,” says Ms. Atkinson. 
She adds that raising Pasta “was 
interesting, a challenge.”
 Puppies are born at the Guide 
Dog kennels and placed in 
the homes of volunteer puppy 
raisers when they are about 
2 months old. The adoptive 
family helps the pups by house-
breaking them and introducing 

them to new experiences.
 The pups are returned to 
Guide Dogs for formal guide-
work training when they are 14 
to 18 months old. After their 
training is completed, the dogs 
are matched with blind students 
enrolled in the school. The new 
person-dog team completes an 
intensive in-residence course, 

culminating with the gradua-
tion ceremony.
 The Ladera couple belonged to 
the MidPeninsula Puppy Raisers, 
who meet twice a month in the 
multi-purpose room at Addison 
School in Palo Alto. The club, 
which is led by Susan Bosse and 
Jane Henner, has 10 members.
 “Jane was a great help to me in 
raising Pasta,” says Ms. Atkin-
son, who notes the lab already 
had its unusual name before 
coming to live with them.
 Ms. Atkinson and Mr. Barrett 
are not undergoing separation 
anxiety now that Pasta has 
graduated. They have a new pet. 
This one is called Picasso. Pica-
sso is a yellow lab who has had 
a “career change,” (a p.c. term 
for having flunked Guide Dog 
training). “Sometimes a dog 
just wants to be a dog,” says Ms. 
Atkinson. “He’s a good boy, but 
a little unfocused,” she adds.
 The couple has raised two Guide 
Dogs for the Blind. “I enjoyed rais-
ing the dogs and, maybe, giving 
something back to the commu-
nity,” says Ms. Atkinson.
 To find out more about Guide 
Dogs for the Blind, call 800-295-
4050 or go to www.guidedogs.
com. A

Linda Atkinson, left, and Bob 
Barrett are shown with black lab, 
Pasta, and her owner Megan Miller.

New exhibit
“The Bull,” an oil painting by Karen Barone, is part of her new 
exhibit, “Barnyard Portraits,” at the Portola Art Gallery at Allied 
Arts, 75 Arbor Road in Menlo Park. An artist’s reception is set 
for Saturday, Sept. 6, from 1 to 4 p.m. The exhibit runs through 
Sept. 30; the gallery is open from 10 to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. For information, call 321-0220.
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

Financial  assistance available for children. Visit  our Web Site at: www.woodsiderec.com

WOODSIDE COMMUNITY RECREATION PROGRAM 
FALL SCHEDULE 2008

❃  To Register or Fax: (650) 851-3534 ❃

CLASS DAY  TIME  INSTRUCTOR LOCATION  FEE  STARTING DATE

YOGA FOR EVERYONE   
14 Weeks  Wed 6:00 PM  - 7:00 PM   Carla Germano Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall $224  Sept 8
  
  ALL OTHER CLASSES FULL

LOW IMPACT AEROBICS 
& JOYFLEX BODY TONING  Mon. 7:45 AM   -  9:00 AM  Joy Lopez Independence Hall  $414  Oct   6
11 Weeks  Fri. 7:45 AM   -  9:00 AM   Independence Hall $23 drop in Oct   3
Healthy Back, Cardio, 
Inner-Core Strengthening   

MUSIC TOGETHER
10 Weeks  Tues.   8:30 AM  -   9:15 AM    Wdse. Library  $140 Sept 16
Ages 0-4 Years  Tues.   9:15 AM  - 10:00 AM  Sean Mendelson Wdse. Library $140 Sept 16
Creative Classes  Tues.  10:15 AM  - 11:00 PM   Wdse. Library  $140 Sept 16 
For Children  Fri.  1:00 PM  -   1:45 PM    Independence Hall $140 Sept 12
 Fri.  2:00 PM  -   2:45 PM   Independence Hall $140 Sept 12
        $50 material fee

Bring exercise 
mat and wear 
comfortable 
clothing

Dr. Marland Chancellor is a board-

certified family medicine physician

who joined The Village Doctor after

five-and-a-half years at the highly respected

Palo Alto Medical Foundation, where he

provided comprehensive care to families

and individuals of all ages. In his practice,

Dr. Chancellor stresses attention to each

person’s physical, mental, and spiritual

health, with an emphasis on wellness, which

he believes encompasses much more than

just the absence of disease.

Dr. Chancellor was raised in Palo Alto,

obtained a B.A. degree from Yale and an

M.D. degree from Ohio State University,

and then completed his family medicine

residency training at UCLA. He practices

the full spectrum of family medicine, and

when not caring for his adult and pediatric

patients he enjoys time with his wife and

three young daughters.

F. MARLAND CHANCELLOR, III, MD
2979 Woodside Road, Woodside

650.851.4747
www.villagedoctor.com

MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS :: SPECIAL PROMOTION

The Village Doctor Welcomes The Village Doctor Welcomes 
Dr. Marland Chancellor!Dr. Marland Chancellor!

TRY YOUR SHOT IN TOWNSQUARE.
The Almanac’s Online Gathering Place

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

OUR SHOT IN TOWNSQUARE

WANT TO SCORE 
THE GAME WINNER?

Realtors help seniors with tasks
 Realtors and affiliates on the 
Peninsula and in the South 
Bay visited 432 homes earlier 
this year to help seniors with 
household tasks the residents 
couldn’t do on their own, says 
Rose Meily, a spokesperson for 
the Silicon Valley Association 
of Realtors, a sponsor of the 
program.
 In Menlo Park and Atherton, 
31 volunteers worked in 30 
homes as part of the Realtor Ser-
vice Volunteer Program, which 

has grown since its start in 2001 
to encompass homes from Daly 
City to Santa Cruz, she says.
 The volunteers provide a num-
ber of free services, including 
washing windows, installing 
smoke detectors and flipping 
mattresses.
 Eileen Giorgi chairs the pro-
gram for the Silicon Valley 
Association of Realtors. Mem-
bers of the San Mateo County 
Association of Realtors became 
involved in 2003.

This information is from the Atherton 
and Menlo Park police departments 
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office. Under the law, people charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

ATHERTON

Stolen vehicle report: Green 1997 
Chevrolet Suburban, staff parking lot 
of Menlo-Atherton High School at 555 
Middlefield Road, Aug. 25. 

MENLO PARK

Grand theft reports: 
■ Half ton of river rock stolen from 
residence front yard and Jennifer Hol-
liday, 61, of Menlo Park charged and 
arrested, 1000 block of College Ave., 
Aug. 26. 
■Apple iPhone and iPod stolen from 
office, 1400 block of Adams Drive, 
Aug. 22. 
■ Catalytic converters stolen from 
vehicles, 200 block of Middlefield 
Road and 300 block of Claremont Way, 

Aug. 23 and 24. 
■ Wheelchair stolen, Draeger’s market 
at 1010 University Drive, Aug. 26. 
■ Bicycle stolen and arrests of Roberto 
Torres, 28, and Schnee Bedford, 21, 
both of Menlo Park, 500 block of Uni-
versity Drive, Aug. 27. 
Auto burglary report: Navigation sys-
tem and computer stolen, 1100 block 
of Crane St., Aug. 23. 
Residential burglary report: Elec-
tronic equipment stolen, 200 block of 
O’Keefe St., Aug. 27. 
Stolen vehicle report: Red 1996 Jag-
uar Vanden, 300 block of Gloria Circle, 
Aug. 24. 
Fraud reports: 
■ Construction work for multiple hom-
eowners paid for but not done, 1000 
block of Siskiyou Drive, Aug. 22. 
■ Unauthorized use of credit card, 
1200 block of Hamilton Court, Aug. 25. 
■ Forged checks cashed, 1300 block 
of Windermere Ave., Aug. 26. 
Adult protective services report: 
3600 block of Haven Ave., Aug. 26. 

 ■ POLICE CALLS

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estateTheAl
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

When it comes to long-term care, 

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME.

 statefarm.com®  Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois
LTCI2002-08 P02460   04/05

A good thing about Long-Term Care Insurance from State Farm®*  
is that you have your choice of care options – including in your 
home. You’ll also be helping to protect your life savings from the 
cost of extended care. To learn more about it, just talk to your 
neighborhood State Farm agent.

John McAfee CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0E37462

Portola Valley, CA 94028
Bus: 650-851-3276
john@johnmcafee.com

•  Refi ne your college list
•  Develop and write college essays
•  Learn about fi nancial aid & merit scholarships
•  Complete at least one college application
•  Develop a personal application calendar
•  Counselor to student ratio: 1:5
•   Dates: September 7, 14, 21 and October 5; 4-8pm
•   Location: Alpine Tennis & Swim Club, Portola Valley

Call for info about future college boot camps or one-on-one counseling:  

650-218-4244

GET A HEAD START ON 
YOUR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS!

MyCollegeBootCamp.com

Four Sunday workshops for high 
school seniors that will help you:

Jim D’Arcy
Postal Service employee

 James D’Arcy, a longtime resident of Menlo Park, 
died peacefully at home on Aug. 14 after a long 
struggle with Parkinson’s disease. He was 92.
 Mr. D’Arcy was a native San Franciscan, born 
and raised in the Mission District. He often spoke 
of his days at St. Peter’s School with the Sisters 
of Mercy and the Christian Brothers, and of his 
Jesuit education at St. Ignatius High School.
 He served in the U.S. Merchant Marine in the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Mediterranean/Middle East 
war zones during World War II.
 He was station superintendent and supervisor 
in the U.S. Postal Service in San Francisco for 42 
years, and served the Postal Service in various 
management capacities, retiring in 1983.
 Mr. D’Arcy was an active member of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, Toastmasters of Redwood 
City, and SIRS of San Mateo. He was precinct 
inspector at the Little House polling place during 
every election for 10 years, his family said.
 Mr. D’Arcy and his wife, Bernice, enjoyed travel-
ing, often with postal groups to Reno, and to the 
Holy Land, Europe and Ireland, where they visited 
relatives. An avid reader of history, he would tell 
his daughters historical bedtime stories, his family 
said. He will be remembered for his gentleness, 
kindness and wit, said family members.
 Surviving family members are his wife of 51 
years, Bernice; daughters Anne and Maureen; 
three grandchildren; and one great-grandson.
 Donations in Mr. D’Arcy’s memory may be 
made to St. Vincent de Paul Conference of St. 
Raymond Church, 1100 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo 
Park, CA 94025; or St. Patrick’s Seminary, 320 
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025; or to a 
favorite charity.

Martin Maloney
IBM executive

 Martin Michael Maloney, a for-
mer Atherton resident, died Aug. 
23 at Emerson Hospital in Con-
cord, Massachusetts. He was 83.
 Mr. Maloney was born in Phila-
delphia, one of seven children. 
He attended Stevens Institute of 

Technology, then was appointed to attend the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point. At West Point 
he served as cadet company commander of the 
A-1 Company and was recognized as the senior 
Catholic cadet.
 After West Point, his military career was short-
lived, and in 1954 he went to work for IBM in sales. 
In 1965 Mr. Maloney was promoted to a director 
of the company and served in nine director-level 
positions until he retired in 1987.
 During his business career, the family moved 
five times, spending seven years in Atherton.
 Mr. Maloney served as a volunteer for Catholic 
Youth Organizations, YMCA, the United Way, 
the Hunger Project, Habitat for Humanity and 
Hospice of Naples, Florida.
 Mr. Maloney is survived by his children, Martin 
M. Maloney Jr. of Sandy Springs, Georgia, David A. 
Maloney of Sonora, John T. Maloney of San Francis-
co, Marianne Maloney of Concord, Massachusetts, 
and Thomas H. Maloney of San Luis Obispo; sisters 
Patricia Walsh of Massachusetts and Jane Stanton 
of New Jersey; and two grandchildren. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife, Marguerite “Mocky,” and 
son Charles “Sandy” Maloney.
 Contributions in his name may be made to Con-
cord Children’s Center, 1300 Main St., Concord, 
MA 01742.

Memorial service for Hewitt Crane
 A memorial service for Hewitt 
Crane, SRI visionary and inven-
tor, will be held Friday, Sept. 
12, at 4 p.m. in the SRI Interna-
tional Building in Menlo Park, 
where he spent almost 50 years 
of his career.
 Friends and colleagues attend-
ing the service are advised to 
park in the SRI lot at the corner of 
Ravenswood Avenue and Middle-
field Road, across the street from 
Menlo-Atherton High School. 
Signs will direct attendees from 
the parking lot to the building.
 Mr. Crane died June 17 at his 
Portola Valley home, where he 
had lived for 40 years.
 He received his doctoral degree 
in electrical engineering from 
Stanford University. Recruited 

by SRI in 1956, his work there led 
to more than 85 patents in the 
sensory sciences, including in the 
fields of vision, speech, hearing 
and writing.
 Mr. Crane was co-founder of 
Ridge Winery on Monte Bello 
Ridge in Santa Clara County.
  He is survived by his wife of 54 
years, Sue; their three sons, Russ 
of Santa Barbara, Doug of Palo 
Alto and Dan of Saratoga; and 
five grandchildren.
 (An obituary on Mr. Crane was 
published in the June 25 issue 
of The Almanac and is available 
online at TheAlmanacOnline.
com. In the search box at the top 
of the home page, enter “Hewitt 
Crane,” select “The Almanac” 
and then click on Search.)

Talk on physics for future presidents
 Physics Professor Richard Muller 
of UC Berkeley will give a talk 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, in Menlo Park on 
the physics — from nukes to global 
warming — that future presidents 
will need to understand.
 The talk, part of the Cafe Scien-
tifique forum series, will start at 
7:30 p.m. at the SRI International 
dining room in the International 
Center off Middlefield Road at 
Ringwood Avenue. 

 “Physics for Future Presidents” 
will cover the physics of terrorism, 
energy, nuclear weapons, space 
and global warming. 
 Dr. Muller, who has won a Mac-
Arthur “genius” prize, has taught 
a course in “Physics for Future 
Presidents” that was recently 
voted the “Best Class at Berkeley” 
by undergraduates. He will sign 
his book of the same name at the 
Cafe Scientifique event.

Obituary policy
The Almanac publishes obituaries 
about people who lived in Atherton, 
Menlo Park, Portola Valley and 
Woodside, or played a prominent 
role in these communities. These 
obituaries are news stories, written 
by Almanac staff writers, based on 
information provided by mortuaries 
and family members. There is no 
charge. Due to space limits and other 
reasons, these stories may not include 
all the information a family wishes. 
Some families choose to write their 
own memorial announcements, and 
purchase space to publish them in the 
Almanac. For information about that, 
e-mail Blanca Yoc in the Advertising 
Department at byoc@paweekly.com 
or call 326-8210, ext. 221.

Obituaries are based on information provided
 by mortuaries and family members.

  ■ OBITUARIES

Martin Maloney

■ Sarah Barenekow, daughter of 
Mark Barnekow and Cora Yang of 
Woodside, graduated form Choate 
Rosemary Hall in Wallingford, Connect-
icut. She plans to attend the University 
of California at Berkeley.
■ David Andrew Light has received 
a bachelor’s degree in history from 
Colorado College. He is the son of 
Donald and Jane Light of Menlo Park.

Emerald Hills
■ Erica and Jeffrey Vairora, a son, 
Aug. 6, at Sequoia Hospital.

  ■ BIRTHS

  ■ GRADUATES
Let’s put the

back in the mail!
Please help us 
eliminate plastic 
bags and reduce 
our carbon footprint by signing up 
now to request mail delivery of 
the paper.  Just visit our  Web Site, 
http://www.almanacnews.com/request 
and fi ll out the form. Or call us at 650 854-2626.

Thank You– Tom Gibboney, publisher
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Residentialist goals 
contrary to good planning
Editor:
 The guest opinion of Menlo 
Park residentialist Martin Engel 
in the Aug. 20 Almanac is impor-
tant, because it clearly states a 
land-use philosophy embraced 
by most of the City Council.
 Mr. Engel is part of the politi-
cal group Menlo Park Tomorrow, 
used by the council to privately 
negotiate the reduction of the 
Derry housing project on Oak 
Grove Avenue near El Camino 
Real. He believes we should have 
no population growth, even as 
California grows dramatically. 
 He also claims that higher-
density housing development 
“on or near El Camino” is a 
“good example of a bad idea.” 
Engel himself lives in one of 

Before local high school officials and parents get too worked 
up about a recent petition for a new charter high school, they 
should take a look at the performance and financial acumen 

of Summit Preparatory Charter High School, a highly successful 
Redwood City charter school in its sixth year of operation. About one 
third of its 400 students reside in the Almanac’s circulation area.
 At a recent hearing before the board of the Sequoia Union High 
School District, which includes Woodside and M-A high schools, 
district parents questioned the need for and the cost of Everest, the 

proposed charter high school 
that would be modeled after 
Summit Prep.
 Parents suggested that Summit 
Prep’s record of getting more than 

90 percent of its graduates accepted to four-year colleges smacks of 
exclusivity and elitism, especially when charter proponents compare 
these admission rates with those of a 2,000-student comprehensive 
high school such as Woodside or M-A. And, the parents said, test 
score comparisons are unfair because the comprehensive schools 
have far more students who are struggling academically.
 And then there is the money issue. The Sequoia district paid Sum-
mit $2.5 million last year, about $7,400 per student. With a little help 
from its foundation, Summit spent less than $8,000 for each student, 
far less than the district for its four comprehensive high schools. If the 
Everest application is approved, it will likely cost the district the same 
as Summit, about another $3 million a year. 
 At the Sequoia district, with a $92 million budget for 8,900 stu-
dents, the average cost was $10,300 per student last year. Of course 
Sequoia offers many more curriculum courses, a full lineup of ath-
letic teams, playing fields, tennis courts and first-class swimming 
pools at its major campuses.
 Sequoia district voters have also approved $323 million in con-
struction bond measures since 2001 under state Proposition 39, 
which allows passage by a 55 percent majority instead of the usual 
two-thirds but requires bond funds to be shared with charter 
schools. The district is using $29.5 million of that money to build a 
new 500-seat performing arts center at Menlo-Atherton. 

 Sequoia board members have not made up their minds yet, but 
here are some facts and ideas they should consider:
 ■ Everest’s and Summit’s potential 800 students would make up 
less than 9 percent of the district’s total student body, and funding 
would amount to just 6.5 percent of its annual $92 million budget.
 ■ Under Diane Tavenner, Summit Prep’s former executive 
director, 96 percent of Summit’s 2007 graduates were accepted at 
four-year colleges;
 ■ Summit is in such demand that admission is by lottery, a legal 
requirement when there are more applicants than space. In the 2007-
08 school year, there were 3.25 applicants for every freshman seat. 
 ■ Summit’s student body is diverse, with a mix of 30 to 40 per-
cent Hispanic students in most classes, similar to the breakdown in 
the Sequoia district. For 2008-09, 52 percent of the freshman class 
is Hispanic and 34 percent are white. About one-third of Summit’s 
students live in the Almanac’s circulation area, and the rest in Red-
wood City or communities north of the school.
 ■ Summit spends less per student than Sequoia district schools, 
but attains a higher graduation and four-year college-admittance rate.
 As a comprehensive high school district, Sequoia is charged with 
educating all who come, whether brilliant and affluent, or academically 
challenged with few resources at home. Charter schools, on the other 
hand, will not settle for less-than-high student motivation and active 
parent participation. The missions are as different as apples and orang-
es, and the community’s interest in another charter school is evident.
 The petition from Everest, which will be patterned closely after 
Summit, should be given every consideration by Sequoia district 
board members. Since its inception, Summit has pulled off some-
thing of a miracle — instilling a great work ethic in all of its stu-
dents, who consistently score highly on standardized tests and who 
excel on other college application tests.
 Rather than giving Everest the cold shoulder, the Sequoia district 
should set up collaborative programs for its own teachers to see and 
understand Summit’s techniques. Not all charter schools are in the 
same league as Summit. This is an experimental school that is hit-
ting home runs. Sequoia should acknowledge Everest as a new sib-
ling, and give it the space, and funding, that it needs and deserves.

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Woodside Library Collection

Our Regional Heritage
The Williamson Brothers store as it looked in the early 1900s near what today is Whiskey Hill Road in 
Woodside. The store replaced one established by William Haaker in 1880 near the same site. 

What to do about charter schools

See LETTERS, next page

All views must include a home address 
and contact phone number. Published 
letters will also appear on the web site, 
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these developments on Stone 
Pine Lane.
 Every one of the guest plan-
ners speaking on the subject 
in the council chambers this 
year advocates higher-density 
housing and development along 
El Camino. One even said the 
amount of housing and com-
mercial development allowed 
by our zoning ordinance is 
“ridiculously low” compared 
with other, similar cities.
 Don Weden, the environ-
mental planner addressing the 
Menlo Park-Atherton green rib-
bon group in the council cham-
bers, made the irrefutable point 
that the most effective way to 
reduce our carbon footprint is 
to shorten the commute of our 
children, seniors and workers 
with new, walk-able housing 
close to town.
 The residentialist influence is 
overwhelming on the council 
now. Even after a majority of 
participants expressed a desire 
for new, higher-density buildings 
on El Camino Real, the number 
one goal of the El Camino 
visioning document produced 
by the planning group hired by 
the council is to “maintain our 
village character,” meaning no 
growth. This ongoing effort to 
severely limit new building is 
why El Camino Real in Menlo 
Park looks depressed like Flint, 
Mich. It can be so much better.

Sam Sinnott
Rose Avenue, Menlo Park

Better service needed 
on garbage contract 
Editor:
 We have just written to the 
West Bay Sanitary District 
regarding the selection of the 
next garbage collector. Here’s 
what we wrote:
 We live at the end of a long 
private lane in Stanford Weekend 
Acres that cannot accommodate 
a typical, large garbage truck. 
Thankfully Allied Waste, our 
current provider, does send one 
of its people down the lane on foot 
with a large, wheeled container to 
pick up the refuse at four or five 
addresses. But when it comes to 
recyclables, we have to haul them 
up to the top of the lane.
 Los Altos Garbage, which was 
two service providers ago, had this 
solved because it deployed a small 
pick-up truck that could make it 
down the lane and turn around.
 We are hoping that whoever 
gets the next garbage contract 
will have a couple of small 
pickup trucks that can do the 
same thing. There must be many 
small, long lanes in the area 
like ours, so why not make it a 
condition of awarding the next 
contract that the next contrac-

tor have a fleet of small trucks 
to perform this service?

Ted Bache and 
Margo Sensenbrenner

Happy Hollow Lane, Menlo Park

Haste and waste in 
downtown planning
Editor:
 Before he criticizes the pace of 
Menlo Park City Council action 
on the El Camino Real vision-
ing effort, Rick Ciardella should 
pay heed to the well-established 
maxim that haste makes waste.
 This is particularly true, as 
Mickie Winkler should have 
learned from her City Coun-
cil service, when the council 
marches forward autocratically 
instead of involving the citi-
zenry like the present council.
 The Derry Project, for exam-
ple, would not have required a 
referendum and mediation if 
the council on which she served 
had responded to the concerns 
of residents instead of insisting 
upon approval of an excessively 
dense development.

 James R. Madison
Holly Avenue, Menlo Park

Council on right 
track with lawsuit
Editor:
 Unlike Mickie Winkler, I 
applaud the “high-speed rail 
chutzpah” of the Menlo Park 
and Atherton councils for join-
ing a lawsuit against the High 
Speed Rail Authority, as noted 
in last week’s letters.
 We local folks have been given 
scant meaningful input into the 
decisions to thrust a high-speed 
railroad through our midst. 
Bravo to the Davids who will 
stand up to Goliath (or the Ter-
minator?).

 The proposed rail system 
would do little or nothing to 
improve our lives, yet would 
impose a 100-yard-wide waste-
land (often dauntingly elevated) 
down the center of the peninsu-
la, tearing a swath through each 
community along the line. And 
this is to say nothing about envi-
ronmental damage. I encourage 
voters to take a close look at the 
proposition submitted for the 
ballot in November. I’ll vote 
“no,” and thus say “bravo” to 
our local elected officials who 
have taken a stand against the 
juggernaut of the High Speed 
Rail Authority.

Nancy Barnby
Spruce Avenue, Menlo Park

Big yellow bus is 
welcome addition
Editor:
 I’m so impressed with the 
Menlo Park City School District 
taking action on several mean-
ingful items this year that truly 
benefit everyone in our com-
munity.
 First, the start of the yellow 
school bus on Day One has been 
a great step in easing not only 
traffic at Laurel and Encinal, 
it has also greatly reduced the 
stress families feel in the morn-
ing rush getting their kids off to 
these schools.
 It has been an excellent start 
to the school year for this reason 

alone at our house. But that’s not 
all. The district has launched a 
Spanish immersion class and 
options for full-day kindergarten 
at Encinal, added new technology 
such as smart boards to many of 
the classrooms to help teachers 
and students alike, and is in the 
process of improving buildings 
and grounds. I’m sure there is 
more going on that I don’t even 
know about yet, but I wanted to 
send out a huge thank-you to the 
Menlo Park City School District 
board and administration for 
these improvements that are now 
in place and helping families like 
mine today.

Katie Ferrick
Bay Road, Menlo Park

V I E W P O I N T

By Morris Brown

Chutzpah — (Yiddish) brazen impru-
dence, gall.
 The recent letter titled Railroad 

Chutzpah from Mickie Winkler deserves 
comment. I am amazed that Chutzpah’s 
Queen Bee, who served a single 
term on Menlo Park’s City Coun-
cil before voters sent her on a 
train out of town, would post 
such a rant. However it is election 
time again and she’s back.
 Here is a former mayor who 
constantly stifled debate with pre-
typed motions. She engineered a 
lease at zero cost to a private group 
of our new pool, without competi-
tive bids, to accommodate friends. 
She accommodated developers by 
amending the general plan four 
times in one year, the legal limit. She wanted 
the entire Planning Commission to resign to 
bring in her appointees.
 Her popularity was so under-whelming 

that two years ago, even as a council 
incumbent, she got by far the fewest votes 
of any candidate.
 Now she accuses the city of not correctly 
disclosing the nature of a City Council 
meeting. Not so, says our city attorney.

  Setting the record straight, I 
knew nothing about what was to 
be discussed at the Aug. 5 meet-
ing. I had no idea the city would 
consider joining a lawsuit. I had 
nothing to do with the session 
being called.
  She accuses “a shadow govern-
ment” of killing the Derry Proj-
ect. The Derry Project has been 
revised so that the city, if the 
project is approved, will receive 
$2 million in public benefit, 
while reducing overall density 

and adding more commercial space. The 
revised project is by all accounts a much 
better project.
 She says we are hobbling the Bohannon 

project. I think she means that by going to 
early planning sessions, giving public input 
and seeking to have a huge project fairly 
evaluated, we are hobbling it. Yet when we 
objected to the Derry Project, her cry was 
“why are you coming to the table so late.” We 
just can’t do anything right in her eyes — too 
late or too early, depending on her politics.
 Some years ago when I discussed 
rail issues with her, she said she would 
never approve of four-rail tracks running 
through our city. Well this high-speed rail 
project demands four tracks. I guess she 
has flipped on the issue.
 Change, especially involving land use in 
a settled area like Menlo Park, is always 
a compromise. We as residents all face 
quality-of-life issues, such as traffic and 
economic concerns. All of us involved in 
these issues are working toward making 
Menlo Park a better place to live and work.

Morris Brown lives on 
Stone Pine Lane in Menlo Park

More than chutzpah in recent letterLETTERS

Continued from previous page 

GUEST 
OPINION

Help The Almanac reduce its carbon footprint.

In an effort to reduce our carbon footprint and eliminate 
use of the ubiquitous blue plastic bags, The Almanac is 
beginning a campaign to return the paper to mail deliv-

ery. And we need our readers’ help. 
 In order to meet postal regulations for the periodical rate, 
more than half of the 18,000-plus households currently 
receiving The Almanac must request the paper and can do so 
by going to our Web site, www.AlmanacNews.com/request, 
or by calling our office at (650) 854-2626. If you get a recorded 
message, please enter 100 and leave your name, address and 
phone number. Either way takes only a minute, and will 
ensure that readers receive convenient home delivery of the 
paper for as long as they wish. 
 The switch to mail delivery will go into effect only after 
9,000 or more households have requested the paper. Read-
ers requesting the paper must be in The Almanac area ZIP 
codes of 94025, 94027, 94028 or 94062, as well as P.O. Boxes 
in 94026
 Publisher Tom Gibboney said he is excited about the pros-
pect of offering mail delivery. 
 Using the mail, The Almanac will lower its carbon footprint 
by piggybacking delivery with the postal service and elimi-
nating an extra carrier trip around the route. 
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Please help us eliminate plastic bags and reduce our carbon footprint by signing up now to request mail delivery of the paper.  
Just visit our  Web Site, http://www.AlmanacNews.com/request and fi ll out the form. Or call us at 650 854-2626.

Let’s put the

back in the mail!

SWITCH ELIMINATES 

PLASTIC BAGS — BUT READERS 

MUST APPROVE!
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RESULTS!

WHAT ARE THE 

QUALITIES YOU 

SHOULD LOOK FOR IN 

A REAL ESTATE AGENT 

WHEN SELLING OR 

BUYING A HOME?

OVER ONE 

BILLION 

DOLLARS 

WORTH 

OF RESIDENTIAL 

PROPERTIES 

SOLD.

650-566-5353
hcornish@cbnorcal.com

Atherton      |      Menlo Park      |      Portola Valley      |      Woodside            

For more information on my properties, please visit my Web site at: 
WWW.HUGHCORNISH.COM

International President’s Premier 
Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents 


