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Community theater group stages Broadway classic

‘Guys and Dolls’ ‘Guys and Dolls’ 
in Woodsidein Woodside
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CCASHINASHIN C COMPANYOMPANY
MENLO PARK (650) 614-3500    PORTOLA VALLEY (650) 529-2900    WOODSIDE (650) 529-1000    LOS ALTOS (650) 948-8050

PALO ALTO (650) 853-7100    SAN CARLOS (650) 598-4900    SAN MATEO (650) 343-3700    BURLINGAME (650) 340-9688

Selling Northern California's Finest Properties c a s h i n . c o m

   

ATHERTON – Beautiful custom home nestled on 
gorgeous large lot in sought after W. Atherton neigh-
borhood. 5BR/4.5BA, elegant & spacious living and 
dining rms, epicurean kitchen w/large breakfast rm; 
incredible vaulted ceiling FR.
Elizabeth Daschbach  $6,995,000

PALO ALTO – This charming 3BR/1BA Sterling 
Gardens home is located on a desirable, tree lined 
street, near Midtown, w/great neighborhood schools. 
Possibilities abound for the entry level buyer, or for 
those looking for a remodeling opportunity, w/a lot 
that allows for expansion. 
Leon Leong  $975,000

PALO ALTO – Desirably located on a storybook 
street in Mid-town PA is a completely remodeled, 
4BR/2.5BA home brimming w/exuberant light that 
gently filters through its lavish windows. Generously 
set back from the main thoroughfare.
Tim Kerns $1,749,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW – Beautiful residential flat land. 
Potential subdivision of four large lots in prime residen-
tial neighborhood.  With partial view of mountains.
Paul Skrabo $4,400,000

■   ATHERTON   ■

Price reduced on one of Atherton’s most 
desirable streets, a stylish 4BR residence. 
Tim Kerns  $2,695,000

W Atherton remodel or build new oppor-
tunity on large park-like setting. 
Steve Gray  $2,595,000

■   MENLO PARK   ■

Set on a private lane near the Atherton 
border with 4BR, 3BA, + an office or pos-
sible 5th BR. 
Jami Arami $2,250,000

■   MENLO PARK   ■

Prime W. Menlo on Atherton border. 
Large home with space for in-law unit or 
au pair quarters. 
Maureen Love $1,995,000

Desirable 3BR/2.5BA town home in 
sought after Menlo Park complex. Close 
to shopping & downtown.
Elizabeth Daschbach $1,249,000

Charming 2BR/1BA situated in a desir-
able W. Menlo neighborhood. Gorgeous 
Kitchen & BA’s.
Babak Massoudi $1,188,888

Gorgeous tastefully remodeled light & 
bright 2BR/2BA condo with garage. One 
level.
Suzanne Scott $787,500

■   REDWOOD CITY   ■

Live in the Country! This 3BR/2.5BA home 
is located next to Handley Rock Park. 
Dana Cappiello $1,288,888

Large 3BR/2.5BA Mediterranean styled 
townhome with large fenced patio area. 
Quiet location.
Dana Cappiello $619,000

Newly Remodeled 3BR, 2-1/2 BA, Tile & 
Hardwood Floors, New Landscaping.
Vivian Vella  $549,000

■   REDWOOD CITY   ■

Perfectly maintained, this 2BR/1BA condo 
is ready to move into! 
Dana Cappiello $399,000

■   SAN CARLOS   ■

Located on a quite private lane is this spa-
cious 4BR/3BA well maintained home. 
Debbie Lorell/Bob Johnston $1,398,000

■   WOODSIDE   ■

Large acreage flag-lot, pre-approved for 
one home site & offers an opportunity to 
build.
Jim Massey $9,800,000

Beautiful 3BR/2BA home in central 
Woodside on a large lot. With new BA’s, 
LR & DR, a huge FR & in law unit. 
Dana Cappiello $2,195,000

MENLO PARK – Classic Allied Arts Cottage – Mostly 
in original condition. Great lot, location, and lots of 
potential.
Tom Boeddiker $1,395,000

WOODSIDE – This beautifully remodeled, 3BR/2BA 
home is situated on a lushly landscaped lot near dwn-
twn Woodside. The master suite has lrg closets & an 
updated BA.  The sun-lit LR w/a wood-burning FP is 
warm & inviting. The sep DR is light & spacious w/
easy access to the chef’s kitchen. 
Ken & Carol Reeves $1,999,000

MENLO PARK – This classic ranch-style home is locat-
ed on one of the nicest streets in central Menlo Park.  
The home offers 3BR/3BA, including an office/exercise 
rm or even a 4th BR. The open flr plan includes; hrdwd 
flrs, updated BA’s, breakfast nk, formal DR & LR.  
Steve Gray & Tim Kerns $1,850,000

ATHERTON – Gorgeous traditional brick estate 
home in desirable W. Atherton, on quiet cul-de-sac. 
6 BR/5.5 BA main hse w/new gourmet kit, luxuri-
ous master ste. Sep 1BR/1BA gst hse features LR w/
fplace, full kit. Private landscaped acre. Pool, spa. 
Virtual tour at www.plansandtours.com/3879
Elizabeth Daschbach  $4,995,000

LOS ALTOS HILLS – Located in LAH, boasting truly 
majestic views, is a spacious 4BR/2BA + two half BA 
home resting upon a sprawling lot amidst a canopy of 
towering trees, a mini-orchard, sparkling pool, mani-
cured lawns & fragrant, blooming shrubs. A Must See!
George Monaco $3,450,000

MENLO PARK – Located in the desirable Allied Arts 
this 5BR/3.5BA home is surrounded by cottage-style gar-
dens. The flrpln offers formal LR & DR w/hrdwd flrs & 
an updated kitchen w/window-lined eating area. A spa-
cious, light-filled, FR w/FP, plantation shutters & French 
drs opens to a delightful patio & rear grounds. 
Doyle Rundell $3,249,000
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Halloween Parade
Three-year-old Will Avina (in French fry costume) and friends take off on their bicycles at the beginning 
of Mara’s 7th annual Halloween Parade, which started at the corner of Santa Clara and Idyllwild avenues 
near Atherton on Friday.

WINE & CHEESE   

SOUPS & SALADS   

CHOCOLATE FONDUE   

CHEESE FONDUE   

M-W: 10 am - 9 pm | Thurs-Sat: 10 am - 11 pm  | Sun: 10 am - 3 pm

WINE & C

SOUPS & S

CHOCOLATE FO

CHEESE FO

A COMBINATION OF A tasting ROOM, EUROPEAN 

STYLE CAFÉ, AS WELL AS A specialty MARKET

650.322.WINE
www.GCsTastingCafe.com

657 Oak Grove Ave Menlo Park

THE GIRLS’ 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

180 North Rengstorff Avenue

Mountain View, CA 94043

(650) 968-8338 x115   

admissions@girlsms.org

www.girlsms.org

OPEN HOUSES Saturday, November 15, 1 pm

Thursday, December 11, 7 pm

Igniting the spark  
of knowledge and 
self-discovery.
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Traditions Dining Room Sale Event
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850 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 • 650.325.4849
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This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news, information and obituaries 
to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
AlmanacNews@gmail.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is 
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O. 
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.
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Wedding. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

On the cover
Kerie Geni Darner and Damien Marhefka 
perform “Never Been in Love” for the Woodside 
Community Theatre production of “Guys and 
Dolls.” Photo by Mark Bowles. See Page 13.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Menlo Park
■  Conflict of interest issue raised at Menlo Park 

City Council meeting. Page 5

Portola Valley
■  Portola Valley may add green chapter to general 

plan. Page 11
■  Priory to slash electric bills with solar array. 

Page 8

Election
■  Barack Obama has big fundraising lead locally. 

Page 7.

Regional news
■  San Francisco launches big fix for Bay Area 

water system. Page 5

Schools
■  Portola Valley students vote in national 

mock election. Page 5
■  Ormondale School “Turkey Trot” 

expected to draw hundreds. Page 15
■  Students achieve National Merit recognition. 

Page 16

Community
■  New director for San Mateo County libraries. 

Page 14

Food & Drink
■  BethAnn Goldberg is an artist with a bread 

knife. Cover, Section 2
■  Left Bank brasserie reopens after 

not-so-extreme makeover. Page 28
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

MEAT
Special this week at Roberts

Wine

DELI
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ROBERTS KITCHEN 
ORGANIC MARINARA SAUCE 24 oz

BUITONI THREE CHEESE TORTELLINI
20 oz – Also Mixed Cheese

VITA EXTRA VIRGIN OLIVE OIL
1 liter Glass

BEN & JERRY'S ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM
Pints – Also Frozen Yogurt

PENNYSTICKS OAT BRAN PRETZEL NUGGETS
5 oz

ANGEL SOFT DOUBLE ROLL BATHROOM TISSUE
9 roll pack

California, New Crop

NAVEL ORANGES
Rogue River Valley

COMICE PEARS
California

BROCCOLI CROWNS
California

RED AND GREEN LEAF LETTUCE

$129 
lb.

$599

99¢lb.

$159 
lb.

$1498 
lb.

$1598 
lb.

$2898 
lb.

$1698 
lb.

$499

$449

$899

$279

$109

Sale Dates: November 5, 6, 7, 8

SMALL LOIN LAMB CHOPS
  

MARKET STEAK 
 

CHILEAN SEABASS
31/36 count

FRESHLY COOKED PRAWNS

Starters & Sides

PUMPKIN SQUASH SOUP 
Savory with a hint of curry and cream . $9.25 per qt.
STUFFED BAKED BRIE
With cranberry chutney . . . . . . . . . . . $14.50 each
GREEN BEAN ALMONDINE
With caramelized shallots and butter 
$6.00 per pint  . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.75 per qt.
BRUSSLES SPROUTS
Sautéed with Smokey bacon and French fried onions
$6.00 per pint  . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.75 per qt.
ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH
With apples and candied walnuts
$6.00 per pint  . . . . . . . . . . . . $11.75 per qt.
WHIPPED POTATOES
Traditional potatoes with butters & cream
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 per qt.
FRESHMADE CRANBERRY SAUCE
Delicious with a hint of orange
$4.75 per pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.50 per qt.

Turkeys

FREE RANGE DIESTEL TURKEYS
Small (10-12 lbs) Serves 8-10  . . . . . . . .$ 49.00
Large (16-18 lbs) Serves 14-16. . . . . . . .$ 59.00

* The Diestel turkeys are pre-roasted and will need 
approximately 2 hours to re-heat at 300° in your oven.

Dressings & Gravy

TRADITIONAL STUFFING 
With mushrooms, celery, onions, & water chestnuts 
$5.50 per pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.75 per qt.
CORNBREAD STUFFING
With dried cranberries and apricots
$5.50 per pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.75 per qt.
PORCINI MUSHROOM GRAVY
Rich and creamy
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 per qt.
ONION SAGE GRAVY 
Red wine, caramelized onion and sage flavor this rich gravy
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 per qt.

3015 Woodside Road, Woodside, • Phone (650) 851-1511 • Fax (650) 529-2772
4420 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, • Phone (650) 851-1711 • Fax (650) 851-2579

Roberts Market Thanksgiving Menu 2008

Desserts

GIANNA'S BAKERY
9” Pies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.99 each
     Apple, 4 Berry, Cherry and Blue Berry

6” Pecan Pies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16.99 each

GOOD EARTH
   8" Pumpkin Pie . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.49 each

Desserts

RUBICON BAKERY
   6" Lemon Tarts  . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.99 each
   6" Cakes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.99 each
      Chocolate Cake, Chocolate Turtle, 

and Carrot Spice Cake

   Rubicon La Bête Noire . . . $17.59 each

$$

$$S

99¢ea.

$$

SS

www.robertsmarket.com

NOW OPEN
ROBERTS PORTOLA VALLEY

BY POPULAR DEMAND
FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE

4420 Alpine Road,
 650-851-1711 Open 6:30AM - 8PM

NNNNI

Holiday Bubbly
The election has arrived and the holiday season is upon us. It’s time to celebrate. What better 
way to kick off the festivities than a (or a few) bottles of delicious refreshing sparkling wine! 
Here are some special pricing to soften the blow.

Domaine Chandon Brut Classic, Blanc du Noirs, Rose -  Reg. $17.99,  Sale $14.99
An American Icon. Great value!

Nicolas Fevillate Brut, Champagne -  Reg. $39.99,  Sale $29.99
Fresh, crisp, lemony with chalky complexity.

Henriet Brut Souverain, Champagne -  Reg. $41.99,  Sale $33.99
From parent company of Veure Clicquet comes this fine, pure, creamy and smooth traditional 
bubbly. Great!

Jose Dhondt Brut Blanc du Blancs, Champagne -  Reg. $47.99,  Sale $39.99
A toasty, vibrant 100% Chardonnay stunner. Pinpoint bubbles and a long, focused finish.

Prices are net and do not qualify for further discounts.



Gather ye chestnuts 
while ye may
 Chestnuts roasting on an 
open fire? Turkey with chest-
nut dressing on Thanksgiv-
ing? Locals can revel in old-
world autumnal traditions 
by collecting chestnuts from 
the 150-year-old orchard 
on Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District lands 
in the hills above Palo Alto. 
Run by the Johsens family, 
the orchard is open daily 
from 9 a.m. to dusk until the 
day before Thanksgiving. 
Chestnuts can be gathered 
off the ground and cost 
$5.25 per pound. 

 To get to the grove, take 
Highway 35 south of Skyline 
Ridge Open Space Preserve, 
and look for a dirt road and 
an open gate. Visitors will be 
provided with buckets and 
gloves. Call (408) 395-0337 
or e-mail Hans Johsens at 
h.johsens@gmail.com.

 Boys & Girls Clubs’ 
big night
 Nearly 500 guests were daz-
zled by the decor at the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of the Penin-
sula’s Golden Gala on Oct. 
25, reports club spokesman 
Chris Canter. No less daz-
zling is the nearly $600,000 
the gala raised to support 
club programs.
 Guests were greeted by 
children from the clubs at 
the “tented oasis” on the 
Sun Microsystems campus in 
Menlo Park. Large gold panels 
displayed images from the 
club’s first 50 years, many fea-
turing Margo Ritter of Menlo 
Park, the first woman board 
member and past president.
 Ms. Ritter credits Melis-
sa Badger of Atherton with 
“making the evening so very 
special. The tent, the food, the 
decorations, the program, and 
to top it off, the fireworks.”
 The reception pavilion was 
designed by Jeffrey Adair of J 
Floral Art.
 Guests were welcomed by 
honorary co-chairs Mervin 
Morris and Susan Ford 
Dorsey. Actor and Boys & 
Girls Clubs alum Courtney 
B. Vance took over as mas-
ter of ceremonies. American 
Idol finalist Melinda Doolittle 
sang, including one number 
with the clubs’ youth choir.
 After the fireworks, the Big 
City Review band played and 
guests danced the night away, 
reports Mr. Canter.
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Short 
takes

Conflict of interest issue raised 
at Menlo Park council meeting
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By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

A vote on a pay raise for union members at the 
Menlo Park City Council’s Oct. 28 meet-
ing prompted the question of whether it’s 

improper for council members to vote on issues 
involving groups they have received donations 
from.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson, up for re-elec-
tion, was one of four council members who voted 
in favor of a 2 percent pay raise for the city’s tem-
porary workers — most of whom claim member-
ship in the Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU), which donated $1,000 to Ms. Fergusson’s 
campaign on Oct. 3.
 Henry Riggs, chair of the Planning Commis-
sion, suggested during the public comments 
period that Ms. Fergusson should recuse herself 
from the vote to avoid the appearance of a conflict 
of interest, though he didn’t mention Ms. Fergus-

son by name.
 But the city attorney, Bill McClure, said that the 
Fair Political Practices Act does not restrict coun-
cil members from voting on a matter involving a 
group that has contributed to their campaigns.

Fergusson response
 In an interview, Ms. Fergusson defended her 
choice to participate in the vote.
 “I look to my own sense of ethics, the city 
attorney and state law for guidance on that,” she 
said. “I’m elected to make decisions. If we recused 
ourselves every time a street was paved near one 
of our houses, we wouldn’t be involved in any-
thing.”
 Councilman John Boyle — who voted against 
the pay raise, citing the economic downturn and 
his concern that raising the hourly rate of tem-
porary workers above that of permanent workers 

See UNION, page 8

PV students vote in national mock election 

Photo by Marjorie Mader/The Almanac

Second-graders wearing red, white and blue hats help other students register outside the 
Ormondale School mock polling place.

By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Staff Writer 

Portola Valley kids in kinder-
garten through third grade 
at Ormondale School got 

to vote early in the presidential 
election. They cast ballots online 
Oct. 30 in the school’s computer 
lab, which was transformed into 
a polling place.
 In doing so, they joined stu-
dents across the country in a 
nonpartisan National Student/
Parent Mock Election, aimed 
at teaching students and par-

ents about democracy and the 
election process. In the 2004 
national mock election, more 
than four million students, par-
ents, and teachers voted. 
 “Kids don’t get to vote in the 
real election, but they do at 
Ormondale,” said one boy dur-
ing a lively all-school assembly 
on Oct. 22 that was devoted to 
the election.
 Organized and run by second-
graders and their teachers, the 
all-school mock election Oct. 30 
was the culmination of a month-
long study by second-graders of 

how government works.
 They studied the Constitu-
tion, learned about the branch-
es of government, enacted 
laws, and sang the preamble to 
the Constitution in rock style 
at the assembly.
 “The election really high-
lighted the voting process for 
the students and their respon-
sibilities of being a citizen,” said 
teacher Daphna Woolfe.
 “It was a natural match for stu-
dents between state (curriculum) 

SF launches 
big fix for 
water system
By Marion Softky
Almanac Staff Writer

By 2014, the system that pro-
vides some of the world’s best 
drinking water to 2.4 million 

people in four Bay Area counties 
should be safe, reliable, and strong 
enough to resist earthquakes on 
the three major faults that cross its 
pipelines and tunnels.
 In back-to-back meetings Oct. 30, 
two San Francisco agencies official-
ly launched the $4.3-billion project 
to restore and strengthen the aging 
system that brings water 167 miles 
from Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in 
Yosemite National Park to faucets 
in San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa 
Clara, and Alameda counties.
 First, the San Francisco Plan-
ning Commission unanimously 
approved the final program envi-
ronmental impact report for the 
massive set of 37 regional projects. 
Then, the San Francisco Public 
Utilities Commission formally 
adopted a variation of its water 
system improvement program. 
Each hearing took three hours 
with close to 40 speakers in an 
overflowing room.
 Hillsborough Councilman 
John Fannon spoke for many 
when he said, “I want desperately 
to see it completed before the 
next major earthquake.” 
 While there was near-unanimity 
on the importance of fixing the 
water delivery system as soon 
as possible — a break could be 
catastrophic — there are still major 
disagreements. These focus pri-
marily on how to balance the grow-
ing demand for water to serve Bay 
Area growth against the need to 
preserve the Tuolumne River from 
further diversions, which damage 
the already-collapsing salmon run.
 The San Francisco Public Utili-
ties Commission responded to 
the opposition to diversions from 
the Tuolumne River by adopt-
ing a variant to the water system 
improvement program that will 
delay decisions about expanding 
the water supply until 2018.
 For the next 10 years, San Fran-
cisco and the 27 suburban water 
agencies that buy its water wholesale 
will have to stay within the current 
265 million gallons per day that can 
be delivered. Any growth in water 
demand will have to be met by 
conservation, water recycling, and 

See WATER, page 8
See MOCK, page 8



Tremendous Savings 
On Our Finest 
Carpets & Rugs.

the  o rien t al  c arpe t 
B r u ce   Go o d,   p r o prie to r 

Contemporary & Traditional Carpets & Rugs. / 650.327.6608 / 707 Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park / Hrs: Monday-Saturday 10-6 & Sunday 11-5. / theorientalcarpet.com

This is only a partial listing. We have many, many more fine carpets available for this sale. Please come in soon for best selections.

 Stock#
33992
33824
30701
30609
30710
33971
33142
  2194
28473
33969

Origin/Design
India/Sarouk
India/Mahal
India/Sultanabad
India/Sultanabad
India/Agra
Pakistan/Khyber
Pakistan/Ghazani
Pakistan/Mahal
Pakistan/Ghazani
Pakistan/Khyber

Size
9.1 x 12.2
8.9 x 11.7
8.10 x 11.8
9 x 11.10
8.11 x 11.11
9.2 x 12.1
11.5 x 12
9.3 x 12.4
9.1 x 11.7
8.10 x11.3

Colors
Ivory/Navy 
Navy/Coral 
Black/Ivory 
Ivory/Black 
Plum/Ivory
Green/Ivory
Beige/Beige
Black/Gold
Green/Beige
Green/Ivory 

Reg Price
8,250
3,500
5,125
5,325
6,895
8,300
8,905

14,265
6,840
7,455

SALE
4,760
1,250
2,675
2,675
2,500
3,500
2,500
5,750
2,650
2.950

The best look at the best prices from
our fine collections of room-size carpets and rugs.

 Stock#
31824
28606
29092
31364
28608

Origin/Design
Pakistan/Peshwar
India/Rajastan
India/Lavar Kerman
India/Agra
India/Rajastan

Size
11.3  x 14.1
10 x 14.7
10 x 14
10 x 13.10
10.2 x 13.8

Colors
Ivory/Rose
Red/Ivory
Ivory/Rose
Blue
Blue

Reg Price
13,465
14,585
14,000
10,375
20,725

SALE
5,565
7,125
6,500
4,500
6,500

From stunning grand-sized carpets to beautiful runners,
The Oriental Carpet has them all at the lowest prices ever.

Step in style with these fantastic price reductions. 
 Stock#
  2072
  2071
  2133
33536

Origin/Design
India/Qashqai
India/Oushak
India/Kazak
India/Sarouk

Size
3.11 x 6
4 x 6
3.10 x 5.8 
4.1 x 6

Colors
Red/Ivory 
Rust/Beige
Ivory/Navy 
Brown/Gold

Reg Price
950

1,200
1,595
1,115

SALE
585
650
795
575

Our best runners at our lowest prices of the year. 
Origin/Design

India/Herati 
Pakistan/Peshawar 
Pakistan/Peshawar
Turkish/Kazak

Size
2.8 x 24
3.3 x 13.9
3.2 x 13.1
2.4 x 16.3

Colors
Navy/Rust
Ivory/Ivory
Ivory/Brown 
Ivory/Blue

Reg Price
3,465
3,350
2,550
2,150

SALE
1,575
1,795
1,250

550

 Stock#
  2196
29709
31750
33209
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County to sue Lehman Bros. officials over investment losses
 The San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors in a closed ses-
sion Oct. 28 authorized a lawsuit 
against the officers and directors 
of the Lehman Bros. investment 
firm for misleading investors 
leading up to the firm’s collapse, 
Supervisor Mark Church said.
 The Lehman Bros. bankruptcy 
led to a $155 million loss for the 
county investment pool, in which 
many school districts, towns, and 
other government agencies have 
deposited funds.
  The supervisors authorized the 
county to retain the Burlingame 
law firm of Cotchett, Pitre & 
McCarthy to file the suit.
 “We have pursued the matter 
in the bankruptcy court, we have 
pursued the matter legislatively, 
and now we are pursuing the 
matter with direct action against 
the officers and directors,” Mr. 
Church said.
 A total of 5.9 percent of the 
investment pool was invested 
in Lehman Bros. securities, Mr. 
Buffington said.
 Local school districts were hit 
hard, especially the Menlo Park 
City School district, which lost 
$3.9 million — 14 percent of its 
annual $28 million budget — and 
the Sequoia Union High School 

District, which lost $6.5 million, 
or 7 percent of its annual budget. 
 Menlo Park Superintendent 
Ken Ranella said he is working 
with the entire county educa-
tional community to investigate 
whether there are “any levels 
of negligence” involved in the 
county’s investment losses. 
 “Of course, we’re highly inter-
ested in any level of recovery (of 
funds),” Mr. Ranella said.
 County Superintendent Jean 
Holbrook plans to address the 
Board of Supervisors on the topic 
at their Tuesday, Nov. 4, meeting, 
he said.

Investment policy
 “It’s hitting everybody all at 
once and that’s the problem,” Mr. 
Buffington said. “It’s probably 
been the hardest thing that we’ve 
ever had to deal with.”
 The investment pool currently 
holds about $2.6 billion, he said.
 He noted that the limit on 
investments for certain types 
of securities is 10 percent of the 
pool, so the 5.9 percent that was 
invested in Lehman Bros. was 
allowed.
  “It was half of what we’re 
allowed to spend on one com-
pany, so it was not excessive in 

terms of the investment policy,” 
Mr. Buffington said.
  “Since that time we have opera-
tionally made a decision that we 
will keep everything under 5 
percent instead of the allowed 10 
percent,” he added.
  The rest of the investments in 
the pool are “pretty diversified,” 
he said.

Legal options
  The county has hired a bank-
ruptcy attorney in New York to 
represent its interests in bank-
ruptcy proceedings with Lehman 
Bros. The county could recover 20 
to 60 percent of the $155 million 
lost, Mr. Buffington said.
 County officials also started 
work with congressional leaders 
in an attempt to recover the mon-
ey by way of the $700 billion Wall 
Street bailout, he said. “We don’t 

know if we will get any money out 
of that or not,” he said.
 “In essence, they (officers of 
Lehman Brothers) were authoriz-
ing the sale of significantly deval-
ued securities, and investors relied 
on their representations that the 
company was adequately capital-
ized when in fact it was not,” Mr. 
Church said. “We now know it 
was false.”
 He added that Lehman Bros.’ 
upper management failed to take 
“the steps necessary to save the 
company when they knew the 
company would collapse without 
some infusion of cash.”
  The benefit of suing the officers 
and directors is that their individ-
ual actions may be covered by the 
company’s errors and omissions 
insurance, Mr. Church said. The 
officers’ and directors’ individual 
net worth is also considerable, he 

said.
 Other local participants in the 
investment pool had the follow-
ing losses:
 ■ Las Lomitas Elementary 
School District, $397,000, or 2.3 
percent of a $16.9 million bud-
get.
 ■ Portola Valley Elementary 
School District, $173,000, or 1.5 
percent of a $11.5 million bud-
get.
 ■ Woodside Elementary 
School District, $100,000, or 1.3 
percent of a $7.8 million bud-
get.
 ■ Town of Atherton, $552,000, 
or 3.3 percent of a $16.9 million 
budget.

 Bay City News Service and 
Almanac staff writers Andrea 
Gemmet and Dave Boyce contrib-
uted to this report.

Portola Valley plans workshop on neighborhood noise
 A second weekend workshop on 
noise in Portola Valley is scheduled 
for Sunday, Nov. 16, from 3 to 5 
p.m. in the Historic Schoolhouse at 
765 Portola Road. The first work-
shop was held Saturday, Nov. 1. 
 The Town Council is seeking 

public comment ahead of pos-
sible noise-related ordinances and 
amendments to the town’s general 
plan. 
 Residents planning to attend 
should read the materials avail-
able at www.portolavalley.net. 

Click on the links under the 
topic, “Are you concerned about 
noise?” 
 For more information, call 
Town Clerk Sharon Hanlon at 
851-1700, ext. 210, or write to her 
at shanlon@portolavalley.net.  
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

5PM-7PM 
CLOCK TOWER PLAZA

Deck the Halls with Holly Berry, the Holiday Fairy!

Stanford Shopping Center will light up the 
holidays with a musical treat for the entire family 

featuring Holly Berry, the Holiday Fairy and her 
singing and dancing holiday trees. Bop to the 

beat of everyone’s favorite holiday tunes as Holly 
Berry and Santa lead the countdown to our 

Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony and the illumina-
tion of the entire Center. After the performance, 
follow the characters to the Center Pavilion for 
photos with Santa and refreshments hosted by 

Mrs. Claus and her helpers.

*Santa’s Enchanted Woods will be closed during the Tree Lighting 
Ceremony and will reopen after the parade.

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.
com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

Good money after bad

Dear Gloria, 
 We have found a house we would like 
to make an offer on. We were looking at 
open houses and the agent there was really 
helpful; however, we have a relative who lives 
in another area and we would like to have 
him make the offer for us. Do you see any 
problem with doing that? Would we be better 
off using the agent from the open house?

Sid and Diane M.

Dear Sid and Diane, 
I definitely do see a problem with using a 

relative from out of the area who has not seen 
the property. It is important to be familiar 
with the nuances of this specific area and 
more particularly, the micro-neighborhood 
which you are interested in. Every neighbor-
hood has its advantages and very few have 
no disadvantages. How busy is the street? 
Are there plans for any city improvements or 
changes? School bonds? Is the neighbor-
hood in transition? Up or down? What 
school district is the property in? Yes, you 

can get some of this information off Great 
Schools.net or other resources but an agent 
who lives and works in this area knows not 
only the schools and scores but teachers 
and anticipated changes. In other words, 
there is in-depth information that you have 
to “live and breath” to really know an area 
and therefore, values. The flip side of this is 
that in this market when an offer is received 
on a property, the listing agent and sellers like 
to know who the agent is and that this escrow 
will close. What is the agents reputation and 
how much business does he do? This person 
will be an unknown to the seller and will 
lack credibility. It is not clear to me why you 
would prefer to use a relative who does not 
work this area. If it is because you might 
save a little money on commission, I would 
suggest that it is not in your best interests. 
Whether or not you choose to work with 
the agent who was holding the house open 
would depend on what kind of a relation-
ship you developed and the reputation and 
qualifications of this particular agent.  

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

Obama has big fundraising lead locally

Ciardella mailings fail to disclose source

Get local election results online Tuesday night 

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The gap in fundraising 
between senators Barack 
Obama and John McCain 

is making news in this presiden-
tial campaign season, and an 
analysis of local contributions 
shows the trend here as well. 
 Over roughly a year and a 
half leading up to Septem-
ber 2008, when fundraising 
restrictions kicked in for Mr. 
McCain because he accepted 
public financing, Mr. Obama 
raised $542,606 in Atherton, 
nearly triple Mr. McCain’s take 
of $182,132, according to records 
from the nonpartisan nonprofit 

Center for Responsive Politics. 
 A similar pattern occurs in 
Woodside, with Mr. McCain 
raising $169,897, about one third 
of Mr. Obama’s $483,770, the 
records show. 
 Portola Valley donors gave 
$388,411 to Mr. Obama, five 
times more than the $80,751 
given to Mr. McCain. 
 In Menlo Park, donations to Mr. 
McCain amounted to $180,750, 
but Mr. Obama’s were not read-
ily available since the number of 
gifts exceeded 1,000, the limit for 
free information from the Center 
for Responsive Politics. 
 Not having accepted public 
financing, Mr. Obama raised 
$668,401 in September and over 

the first two weeks of October, 
in Woodside, Portola Valley, 
Atherton and Menlo Park, the 
records show. 
 For the entire campaign, resi-
dents of The Almanac’s circu-
lation area gave Mr. Obama 
1,194 gifts of more than $1,000, 
including 764 at the maximum 
of $2,300 for the general elec-
tion, and 42 at the $2,300 maxi-
mum for both the primary and 
general elections. 
 By contrast, Mr. McCain 
received about a fourth of that, 
with 271 gifts of more than 
$1,000, including 198 at the 
maximum $2,300 for the general 
and 19 that covered both elec-
tions, the records show.   A

By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Rick Ciardella, challenging 
for one of two open seats 
on the Menlo Park City 

Council, drew criticism over the 
weekend for mailing campaign 
material to Menlo Park residents 
that failed to disclose its source.
 The fliers feature a short letter 
signed by Mr. Ciardella, but they 
do not state that his campaign 
paid for the mailings — an 

apparent violation of the Fair 
Political Practices Act.
 A disclaimer was also absent 
from an advertisement placed 
by the Ciardella campaign that 
ran as a sticker on the cover 
of last week’s Almanac. In a 
letter to The Almanac, Menlo 
Park resident Patti Fry voiced 
concern that the sticker might 
have been construed as an 
endorsement of Mr. Ciardella, 
rather than an advertisement. 
The Almanac has endorsed Mr. 

Ciardella’s opponents, Andy 
Cohen and Kelly Fergusson, for 
the two council seats.
 Scott Lohmann, Mr. Ciardella’s 
campaign manager, apologized 
for the omission in response to 
a post on The Almanac’s Town 
Square Forum, saying that it was 
inadvertent.
 “This was a very honest mistake, 
and I’ll take full responsibility for 
it,” Mr. Lohmann wrote.
 Mr. Ciardella could not be 
reached for comment.  A

 Polling places are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 4. By law, you 
have a right to vote if you are in line at the polling 
place when the polls close.
 For local results, including the vote in the 
Menlo Park and Atherton city council races, 
check TheAlmanacOnline.com. For more infor-

mation on the election, go to:
 ■ The League of Women Voter’s Web site, 
smartvoter.org.
 ■ The San Mateo County elections office site, 
shapethefuture.org.
 ■ The California Secretary of State’s site for 
state-wide results, sos.ca.gov.

This information is from the Atherton 
and Menlo Park police departments 
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s 
Office. Under the law, people charged 
with offenses are considered innocent 
until convicted.

ATHERTON

Grand theft reports:

Laptop computer stolen from unlocked  ■

vehicle and camera stolen from unlocked 
garage, Lupin Lane, Oct. 23.

Two bicycles stolen from unlocked  ■

garage, Rosewood Drive, Oct. 23. 
Apple laptop computer stolen, Menlo  ■

College at 1000 El Camino Real, Oct. 27. 
Commercial burglary report: Storage 
shed at work site broken into, 100 block 
of Fair Oaks Lane, Oct. 29. 

MENLO PARK

Auto burglary reports:

Vehicle window smashed and com- ■

puter stolen, 700 block of El Camino 
Real, Oct. 17. 

William Fidel Chavez, 18, of Menlo  ■

Park and Ronald Edgardo Amaya, 18, of 
Redwood City arrested on charges that 
include burglary and larceny, Glenwood 
Ave. and Garwood Way, Oct. 30.

Residential burglary reports: 
Six storage units burglarized, 2100  ■

block of Santa Cruz Ave., Oct. 21. 
Two Felt racing bicycles valued at  ■

$5,800 stolen, 1100 block of Woodland 
Ave., Oct. 25.
Commercial burglary reports: 

Laptop computer stolen, East Palo  ■

Alto Stanford High School at 475 Pope 
St., Oct. 20. 

Fence cut and aluminum beams sto- ■

len, Fitness 101 in 3600 block of Haven 
Ave., Oct. 23. 

Window broken but no entry made,  ■

Belle Haven After School Program at 100 
Terminal Ave., Oct. 24.
Robbery report: Two men robbed gas 
station at gunpoint and got away with 
$750, Union 76 station at 710 Willow 
Road, Oct. 21. 
Grand theft reports: 

Bicycle valued at $500 stolen from  ■

apartment complex, 700 block of Roble 
Ave., Oct. 20. 

Bicycle stolen from carport, 300 block  ■

of O’Connor St., Oct. 21. 
Wedding and engagement rings miss- ■

ing from place they had been left, first 
block of Scott Drive, Oct. 23. 

Bicycle stolen, University Drive and  ■

Santa Cruz Ave., Oct. 26. 
Bicycle stolen, 300 block of McKendry  ■

Drive Oct. 30. 
Theft report: Purse stolen followed by 
$3,500 in unauthorized charges, 500 
block of Hamilton Ave., Oct. 27. 
Indecent exposure report: Man exposed 
himself in laundry room at apartment com-
plex, 800 block of Roble Ave., Oct. 23. 
Stolen vehicle reports: Red Vespa 
motor scooter stolen, 1500 block of El 
Camino Real, Oct. 23. 

Yamaha motorcycle stolen, 500 block  ■

of Hobart St., Oct. 24. 
Gray 1985 Ford Mustang stolen, 200  ■

block of Hedge Road, Oct. 28. 
Fraud reports: 

Three cases of identity theft, 600 block  ■

of Woodland Ave. and 1300 block of Wil-
low Road and 800 block of Creek Drive, 
Oct. 20 and 22. 

Unauthorized access to bank account,  ■

1100 block of Windermere Ave., Oct. 23. 

WOODSIDE

Stolen vehicle report: Red 1999 Honda 
CRF 70 motorcycle stolen, 200 block of 
Mountain Home Road, Oct. 28. 

PORTOLA VALLEY

Vandalism report: Hot tub started ear-
lier in day and resident returned home 
to find it drained and pump wires cut, 
100 block of Shawnee Pass, Oct. 26. 

 ■ POLICE CALLS



would set a potentially danger-
ous precedent — argued that the 
timing of the vote, coming less 
than a month after Ms. Fergus-
son received the SEIU donation, 
created “at least the appearance 
of a potential conflict.”
 “It’s up to the individual, but if 
you’ve accepted a donation from 
someone that will come before 
the council in a short period of 
time, it has that appearance,” 
Mr. Boyle said in an interview. 
“I think it was an unfortunate 
choice, but legally, there was 
nothing wrong with it.”

A gray area
 Mr. Boyle agreed with Ms. 
Fergusson that it would be dif-
ficult for a council member to 
recuse himself on every vote in 
which he might have a personal 
stake.
 “It’s impractical to say, ‘I’m 
never going to vote on any 
issue where a contribution is 
involved,’ but there should be 
some kind of time buffer,” Mr. 
Boyle said. He added that he 
would like to see the council 
take measures to address the 
potential conflict surrounding 
campaign contributions. He said 
that a restriction might apply to 
donations from organized labor, 
developers, even a resident who’s 
remodeling a home.

 Councilman Rich Cline 
defended Ms. Fergusson’s right 
to vote on the pay raise, saying 
that any restriction on voting 
should apply across the board, 
not just to unions.

A personal decision
 For now, though, council 
members are left to decide 
whom they should accept dona-
tions from — and when, or if, 
they should step aside in a vote. 
Mr. Boyle said that he refused 
contributions from several 
developers scheduled to come 
before the council when he ran 
for a seat in 2006.
 Mayor Andy Cohen takes an 
even firmer stance on cam-
paign donations. He said that 
he pre-empted a possible SEIU 
contribution to his campaign 
— along with Ms. Fergusson, 
he is up for re-election on Nov. 
4 — by refusing donations 
from any union that would, or 
might, come before the council 
during the next term. He said 
that he applies the same rule to 
developers, but that he would 
accept donations from individ-
ual union members, real estate 
agents or brokers.
 “I see a potential conflict of 
interest” in voting on an issue 
involving a campaign contribu-
tor, Mr. Cohen said. “I will not 
call it a conflict, because I am no 
longer a lawyer.” A  
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UNION 
continued from page 5

standards and current events,” 
said Peggy D’Angelo, a member of 
the second-grade teaching team 
that included Tiffany Chandler, 
Suzanne Fast, Kerry Guinn and 
Ms. Woolfe.
 “The election also opened 
up meaningful conversations 
between kids and their moms and 
dads,” said Ormondale Principal 
Jennifer Warren. 
 When actual election results 
become available, Ms. Warren 
said, students will use their math 

skills to compare the school’s data 
with information from national, 
state and local levels.
 Students brought home sam-
ple paper ballots that had pic-
tures aside the name of each 
candidate. Parents were encour-
aged to read the questions with 
their children, discuss how they 
would vote for president, and 
help their children learn about 
the democratic process.
 Among the issues listed for dis-
cussion included health care, the 
economy, global climate change, 
and the educational system. The 
final question was: On which 
issue should the government 

spend the most money?
 On Election Day, students — 
wearing red, white and blue 
— checked in at the outdoor reg-
istration table with their teacher 
before entering the polling place. 
Second-graders staffed the reg-
istration table and were on hand 
as monitors at the polls in case 
students had questions or needed 
help in logging on the computer.
 Not only did students vote for 
the president. They also were asked 
this question: “If miracles could 
happen, which one of the following 
Presidents listed (from George 
Washington to Bill Clinton) would 
you want to lead the nation?” A

MOCK 
continued from page 5

groundwater projects.
 Except during droughts. Then 
the plan allows for an additional 
two million gallons per day to be 
diverted from the Tuolumne River, 
and for water to be cut off from 
San Jose and Santa Clara, which 
have some other water supplies.

From 2008 to 2018
 Dozens of speakers at the Octo-
ber hearing highlighted tough 
issues that have to be confronted 
in the next 10 years, before the 
2018 deadline.
 The most immediate problems 
relate to building up water-saving 
programs to stay within the cur-
rent allocation while the com-
munities that depend on San 
Francisco continue to grow; and 
how to keep enough water flowing 

if the drought continues.
 For 2018 and beyond, planners 
will have to tackle these same 
problems for the longer term, until 
2030, when the projected need is for 
300 million gallons per day. Plus, 
they need to confront the prospect 
of continued global warming that 
could drastically reduce the snow 
pack on which California farms, 
cities and economy depend.
 Supporters of the Tuolumne 
River strongly opposed divert-
ing any more water, even for 
drought. The river is already 
losing 60 percent of its water on 
average, they say, some to the Bay 
Area, and most to the Modesto 
and Turlock irrigation districts 
for agriculture.
 Art Jensen, executive direc-
tor of the Bay Area Water Sup-
ply and Conservation Agency, 
which represents San Francis-
co’s wholesale customers, urged 

working out a solution with the 
agricultural users.
 Salmon, which are a keystone 
species, have declined 99 percent 
in the Tuoloumne in the last 10 
years, said one speaker. Just 211 
were counted last year.
 Palo Alto Councilman Peter 
Drekmeier, Bay Area program 
director for the Tuolumne River 
Trust, particularly objected to 
diverting another two million gal-
lons a day in case of drought. This 
is when the salmon need the water 
most, he said.
 Many speakers promoted more 
effective ways of saving water, 
ranging from more recycling 
plants, to pricing water at its real 
value.
 A Pacifica resident reported 
seeing water running down the 
street and people hosing cars. 
“Price water so people stop wast-
ing it,” he said. A  

WATER 
continued from page 5

Photo courtesy of Woodside Priory School

The sun shining on these solar panels is expected to cut electric bills by 50 percent at Woodside Priory 
School in Portola Valley.

Priory to slash electric bills with solar array 
 The electric bills at Woodside 
Priory School in Portola Val-
ley should be lower by about 
50 percent for the duration of 
this dry season and for many 
dry seasons ahead now that the 
campus has solar panel arrays. 
 The 175-kilowatt system, 

installed in September by 
Foster City-based SolarCity 
Corp., should prevent some 
347,720 pounds of green-
house gases from entering 
the atmosphere each year, the 
equivalent of taking 3,000 
sports utility vehicles off the 

road, school spokesman Sean 
Mclain Brown said. 
 “This installation keeps with 
the Priory’s tradition of being 
good stewards of the environ-
ment and is one of many on-go-
ing green projects on campus,” 
Mr. Brown said. 

MP residents, businesses 
honored for conservation
 A house built with recycled 
materials, an apartment ret-
rofitted for better insulation, 
and efforts by a seventh-grader 
to save heritage trees were 
among the contributions to 
the environment recognized by 
the Menlo Park Environmen-
tal Quality Commission in an 
awards ceremony at the Oct. 28 
City Council meeting.
 The awards program is 
designed to raise awareness 
about environmental issues, 
and to set an example for other 
residents, according to Com-
missioner John Nash, who pre-
sented the awards.
 Mitch Slomiak, Linda Her-
reshoff, Jordan Gruber and Gail 
Slocum received an award for a 
re-build of the house they own 
at 205 Pope St., in which they 
carefully dismantled the house 
and re-used many of the materi-
als to construct a new one. The 
design incorporated cork and 
bamboo flooring and recycled 
glass countertops, among other 
sustainable elements.
 Another award went to John 
Mooney for “reducing the car-
bon footprint” of the apartment 

building he owns at 1157 Willow 
Road. In addition to install-
ing solar panels, Mr. Mooney 
double-paned the windows and 
added insulation to the exterior 
walls and ceiling to improve the 
building’s ability to retain warm 
air in the winter and cool air in 
the summer.
 Maddie Napel, a Hillview 
School student, was honored 
for an April 23 guest opinion 
she wrote for The Almanac, 
in which she made a case for 
preserving heritage trees at 
Oak Knoll School in light of 
impending construction plans. 
In his remarks, Mr. Nash called 
Maddie’s editorial a “catalyst” 
for a re-design of the construc-
tion project that spared several 
trees.
 Other honorees included Bill 
and Carol Mince, for using native 
plants to landscape their yard at 
1300 Middle Ave.; the Pollock 
Financial Group, which planted 
trees and installed permeable 
asphalt outside its building at 
321 Middlefield Road; and Tyco 
Electronics, which won awards 
for conserving water and install-
ing energy-efficient lighting.



November 5, 2008 ■ The Almanac ■ 9

N E W S

650-743-7702
• www. LocalPeninsulaHomes.com
• sgray@cashin.com

Local knowledge is crucial in 
making an informed real 
estate decision.  It’s wise to 
know where you stand in 
this market so contact 
me for a price trend 
analysis to learn the 
true market value 
of your home. 

Steve Gray, Realtor

S H E  G R A D U AT E D  F R O M  U.C.  B E R K E L E Y  W I T H  A S H E  G R A D U AT E D  F R O M  U.C.  B E R K E L E Y  W I T H  A 
B .S .  D E G R E E  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  A N D B.S .  D E G R E E  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  A N D 
C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  ( F U L L  S C H O L A R S H I P )  A N D C O M P U T E R  S C I E N C E  ( F U L L  S C H O L A R S H I P )  A N D 
A N  M .S.  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  F R O M A N  M .S.  I N  E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R I N G  F R O M 
S A N  J O S E  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y.S A N  J O S E  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y.

She was an Entrepreneur and once owned a Vegetarian restaurant in Berkeley. She was an Entrepreneur and once owned a Vegetarian restaurant in Berkeley. 

As an educator, she hopes to be a role model to inspire and encourage girls to As an educator, she hopes to be a role model to inspire and encourage girls to 
pursue technical fi elds of education and employment.pursue technical fi elds of education and employment.

She believes in the Benedictine value of Individuality and hopes to help She believes in the Benedictine value of Individuality and hopes to help 
students to discover their innate talents.students to discover their innate talents.

Her favorite quote is: “Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a day. Teach a Her favorite quote is: “Give a man a fi sh and you feed him for a day. Teach a 
man to fi sh and you feed him for a lifetime” - Chinese Proverbman to fi sh and you feed him for a lifetime” - Chinese Proverb

CHRIST INE HEMIUP

OPEN HOUSE for Prospective Students and Families 

Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, 2008 at 7 p.m.Wednesday, Dec. 3rd, 2008 at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 6th, 2008 at 10 a.m.Saturday, Dec. 6th, 2008 at 10 a.m.

For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223For information and to R.S.V.P. contact Admissions at 650. 851. 8223

Woodside Prior y School
Admissions Of ficeAdmissions Of fice
302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028302 Portola Road, Por tola Valley, CA 94028
650/851-8223650/851-8223  ■  www.PrioryCa.orgwww.PrioryCa.org

ONE OF THE MANY REASONS TO SEND YOUR CHILD TO:

Green light for Willows traffic study
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Willows residents who 
have waited a decade 
and a half for traffic 

mitigation efforts that would 
address “cut-through” traffic in 
the neighborhood moved closer 
to getting their wish after Menlo 
Park’s City Council voted 4-1 on 
Oct. 28 to authorize a $120,000 
consultant-led traffic study.
 In the study, the city will mea-
sure traffic volume and average 
car speed on the major “cut-
through” routes that motorists 
use to get through the neighbor-
hood on their way to another 
destination. Measures to re-direct 
some of that traffic, such as speed 
bumps and road closures, will be 
considered in the course of the 
study, according to Transporta-
tion Manager Chip Taylor.
 The Willows is bounded by 
several thoroughfares: U.S. 101 

to the north, Willow Road to the 
west, and Woodland Avenue to 
the east.
 Traffic has long been a concern 
in the area, though past efforts by 
the city to install traffic-calming 
devices fell flat when the city 
failed to build a consensus in the 
neighborhood over what measures 
it should take. A number of traffic 
circles and lane chokers installed by 
the city in 1994 were later removed 
when residents protested.
 The city has promised a high 
level of community involvement 
in the process this time around, 
after taking criticism for not 
seeking enough feedback in the 
previous effort. Any implemen-
tation efforts will require the 
approval of a majority of resi-
dents, according to Mr. Taylor.

Residents’ concerns
 One point of contention during 
the council meeting was the city’s 
decision to include a swath of East 

Palo Alto, south of U.S. 101 and 
west of Woodland Avenue, in the 
study area. Several Willows resi-
dents pushed for East Palo Alto to 
be excluded from the study, which 
would mean that cars driving from 
the East Palo Alto section through 
the Menlo Park Willows would be 
defined as cut-through traffic for 
the purpose of the study.
 Willows resident Eric Doyle, who 
sits on the Transportation Com-
mission, cautioned the city not to 
let a “vocal minority” of residents 
control the study process, saying 
that the city should make sure that 
any eventual traffic control sugges-
tions are amenable to most of the 
neighborhood’s residents.
 Mayor Andy Cohen dissented in 
the 4-1 vote, saying that he didn’t 
feel comfortable with the city car-
rying out a traffic study before it 
has a better understanding of 
potential development projects in 
East Palo Alto that might impact 
traffic in the area.  A

Johns wages e-mail campaign for old job
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Atherton in-boxes are 
awfully busy lately, as for-
mer finance director John 

Johns has unleashed a barrage of 
e-mail missives to the City Coun-
cil and town officials threatening 
litigation, demanding his old job 
back, and then offering to resign 
— if he’s compensated.
 As of Monday, Nov. 3. Atherton 
City Attorney Marc Hynes has 
returned unanswered two of Mr. 
Johns’ claims against the town: 
one for $1 million for mali-
cious prosecution and another 
demanding his reinstatement 
because the council allegedly 
violated the state open meeting 
law known as the Brown Act and 
conferred about his employment, 
Mr. Johns said.
 Mr. Hynes said both claims fall 
outside the six-month window 
for action. 
 Mr. Johns said that the town’s 
efforts to prosecute him contin-
ued at least until June and there-
fore meet the six-month require-
ment. The claim for the alleged 
Brown Act violation stemmed 
from public records he only 
recently received, said Mr. Johns.
 To date, Mr. Johns has filed 10 
California Public Records Act 
Requests for numerous Ather-
ton documents related to his 
suspension, the town’s personnel 
investigation and his subsequent 
firing last year. 

 Mr. Johns said that among the 
1,800 pages provided to him last 
month from his first records 
request are documents showing 
the council met in closed session 
a few weeks prior to his firing to 
discuss the investigation. 
 Meeting secretly without disclos-
ing the topic violates the Brown 
Act governing public disclosure 
of meetings, Mr. Johns said.
 Mr. Hynes has a different take 
on the issue.
 “The council can obviously 
meet in closed session to discuss 
potential litigation. Unless there’s 
some action, they do not have to 
report out,” Mr. Hynes said. 
 The council wouldn’t meet on 
personnel issues relating to Mr. 
Johns, Mr. Hynes said, because 
the council only has hiring 
and firing authority over two 
employees: the city attorney and 
the city manager. All other town 
staff members are employed by 
the city manager.
 A court case that Mr. Johns is 
using as the basis for his argu-
ment to be reinstated, involving a 
King City finance officer, doesn’t 
apply to Mr. Johns’ situation, Mr. 
Hynes said. That case involved a 
violation of contractual noticing 
requirements when the employee 
was fired. Mr. Johns, on the other 
hand, was an at-will employee with 
no contract, Mr. Hynes said.
 “It’s a different situation. I can 

appreciate the argument, if he fit, 
but he doesn’t,” Mr. Hynes said.
 Mr. Johns requested reinstate-
ment, and said in an e-mail that 
if he is paid $261,000 in back 
wages, legal fees and lost retire-
ment benefits, he will promptly 
resign and settle his $1 million 
malicious prosecution claim for 
only $1.
 After he was fired in October 
2007, Mr. Johns filed a wrong-
ful termination lawsuit against 
Atherton, saying he was unfairly 
targeted for being a whistleblower. 
He was forced to drop the case 
when the town asked the San 
Mateo County District Attorney’s 
Office to charge him with work-
ing for outside contracts on town 
time, using town equipment. The 
DA’s office investigated, but even-
tually declined to press charges, 
saying there wasn’t evidence that 
the town suffered a loss.
 Mr. Johns claims that Atherton 
officials maliciously pursued the 
criminal case in order to get him 
to drop his lawsuit.
 He told The Almanac he may 
renew his wrongful termination 
claim against the town, and that 
he’s prepared to go after Mr. 
Hynes and Wende Protzman, 
the former acting city manager 
who fired him, for violating the 
Brown Act.
 “He’s making threats to go to the 
DA with Brown Act violations, 
which he won’t do if we pay him 
off. That’s not the best thing to 
do,” said Mr. Hynes.  A

  ■ ATHERTON

ONLINE. ANYPLACE. ANYTIME. 
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Pinewood School
Realize the Difference

Founded in 1959, Pinewood is an independent, coeducational, non-profit, college-

prep school serving grades K-12. An enrollment of 600 is divided amongst three 

campuses. We welcome students who come from diverse cultural, religious, 

socio-economic, and ethnic backgrounds. Hallmarks of the school are small class 

sizes, a rigorous academic curriculum, and a variety of enrichment activities from 

sports to fine arts.

Contact Admissions for further information.

Grades 7-12
November 8

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
26800 Fremont Rd.

Los Altos Hills

Grades 3-6
November 15

9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
327 Fremont Ave.

Los Altos

Grades K-2
November 8 or

December 6
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.

477 Fremont Ave.
Los Altos

Open House

www.pinewood.edu

Woodside council shares views on revamping design guidelines 
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

There’s an old joke in which 
a robin says to its spouse: 
“Let’s stay home tonight 

and open a can of worms.” 
 An apt metaphor, perhaps, 
to describe a discussion at the 
Woodside Town Council meet-
ing of Wednesday, Oct. 28. Asked 
to comment on a commissioned 
proposal on how to update and 
improve the town’s residential 
design guidelines, the council, 
which supports the idea, gave a 
critique that highlighted the pri-
orities of a complex task. 
 ■ The guidelines should signif-
icantly improve wildfire safety in 
a town the fire marshal consid-
ers an urban-wildland interface 
in its entirety, and encourage 
sustainable living in a town in 
which residents can often afford 
the best of everything. 
 ■ The guidelines should include 
a process that looks at a project’s 
totality and addresses most, if 
not all, issues at individual par-
cels, including impacts on views, 
three-dimensional site models to 
help with visualization, impacts 
of steep slopes, shade as it affects 
solar collectors now and for 

future homeowners, outdoor 
lighting, conservation easements, 
water retention and septic fields 
in a town with 10 creeks, and 
even line-of-sight interruptions 
of Internet signals. 
 ■ This process should be con-
sistent across parcels; consider 
inherent tradeoffs; recognize 
differences among large, small 
and nonconforming lots; include 
periodic reviews of big projects; 
provide a roadmap linking the 
guidelines by section number to 
a comprehensive checklist; and be 
structured so as to avoid surprises 
to staff, homeowners, architects 
and design review boards. 
 ■ The guidelines should have 
color illustrations; in the online 
version, there should be live 
links to relevant ordinances and 
general plan citations; it should 
be relatively easy to use, be ready 
in less than a year, and should 
not compromise the town’s rural 
character. 
 “How do you do a rural char-
acter, (that) is a fundamental 
question,” said Arnold Mam-
marella, a consulting architect 
with San Francisco-based Stephen 
O’Connell and Associates. The 
group reworked design guidelines 
for residents of Oakland Hills after 

the catastrophic 1993 fire. 
 The Oakland Hills fire “was a real 
eye-opener,” Stephen O’Connell 
told the council. “I’m just really 
glad that you’re all looking at revis-
ing the design guidelines.” 
 In June, the Woodside council 
designated several neighbor-
hoods as at very high risk of 
wildfire, a listing that requires 
specific ignition-resistant build-
ing materials and landscaping 
practices for new homes. 
 More recently, the council 
supported the idea of extend-
ing the regulations to other 
neighborhoods in a town that 
Fire Marshal Denise Enea of 
the Woodside Fire Protection 
District has said she considers 
an urban-wildland interface in 
its entirety. Ms. Enea is working 
with the town on that, Town 
Manager Susan George said. 

 The consultants’ presentation, 
Ms. George said, included two 
months of work by the staff and 
the Architecture and Site Review 
Board. 
 That collaboration would con-
tinue in producing an initial draft 
of the design guidelines over the 
next few months, Ms. George 
said. The council and community 
would review and comment on 
the document, and a final draft 
might be ready in six months, Ms. 
George said. 
 That scenario could change. 
Councilman Peter Mason, anx-
ious to move it along, suggested 
including a subcommittee from 
the council, the ASRB and the 
Planning Commission. 

Designing backwards
 ASRB member Anne Kasten, 
speaking for herself, emphasized 

the need for a “very exhaustive” 
checklist early on in a project to 
avoid it being “designed back-
wards” with late additions and 
surprise changes. 
 “The gift of Woodside is that we 
haven’t messed it up yet because 
we have enough space that there’s 
room for things,” she said. “I think 
it’s going to be complex. I think it’s 
going to take a long time. 
 ASRB chair Karen Rongey-
Conner noted the eventual payoff. 
“The prize we’re getting is well 
worth the effort that we’re putting 
into it,” she said. 
 A council member broached the 
idea of parts of the design guide-
lines being mandatory. “I think 
most cities struggle with this,” Mr. 
Mammarella, the consultant, said. 
“Sometimes, they don’t want to 
convey the impression that these 
are merely suggestions.”  A

County shows election night behind the scenes
 Anyone who has wondered 
what goes on after the ballots 
are cast, need wonder no longer. 
San Mateo County elections 
officials are producing a live 
broadcast that promises to take 
viewers behind the scenes with 
local results, national news and 

an insider’s view of the process.
 The show airs from 7 p.m. to 
midnight on PenTV Channel 
26 and will be streamed online 
at www.pentv.tv, said Warren 
Slocum, the county registrar of 
voters. 
 “Our goal is to make our pro-

cess completely transparent so 
that San Mateo County voters 
can see for themselves how elec-
tions are conducted and know 
why they can have confidence in 
the election results,” Mr. Slocum 
said in a statement. 
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www.matchedcaregivers.com

SLEEPLESS IN SILICON VALLEY
Dr. Rafael Pelayo, pediatric sleep specialist, will provide tips on how to improve your 
child’s sleep and sleep patterns, decrease school stress in young children, and encourage 
sweet dreams.

 - Thursday, December 4

HEART TO HEART SEMINAR ON GROWING UP
Informative, humorous and lively discussions between parents and their pre-teens on 
puberty, the opposite sex and growing up. Girls attend these two-part sessions with 
their moms and boys attend with their dads. 
 - For Boys: Mondays, December 1 & 15 
 - For Girls: Fridays, December 12 & 19

NEWBORN CARE 101
Often touted as our “most fun” class, this interactive program teaches the specifics 
of  newborn care, including bathing, temperature-taking, changing diapers, swaddling, 
soothing techniques and more. Infant doll models are used to allow for hands-on practice.

 - Saturday, December 20

NEW FAMILY PROGRAM 
This program features a selection of  support groups designed to help families throughout 
the first nine months after birth, offering something for everyone. Enrollment includes 
participation in Mother & Baby Mornings, Dads’ Nights, Working Mothers’ Groups, and 
Couples Coffee. 

Call (650) 723-4600 or visit www.lpch.org to register or obtain more  
information on the times, locations and fees for these and other courses.

Your Child’s Health University
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital offers classes, seminars and resources  

designed to foster good health and enhance the lives of  parents and children. 

C A L L  T O D A Y  T O  S I G N  U P  F O R  C L A S S E S  ( 6 5 0 )  7 2 3 - 4 6 0 0

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

LU C I L E  PA C K A R D

C H I L D R E N’S
H O S P I T A L 

Portola Valley may add
green chapter to general plan 
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Portola Valley officials are 
exploring an amendment 
to the general plan that 

could add guidelines, eventually 
mandatory, for sustainable devel-
opment in town. 
 The Town Council, at its Oct. 
8 meeting, discussed a  Sept 26 
staff report on the topic prepared 
by Town Planner George Mader. 
The report, forwarded to the 
council by the Planning Com-
mission, included a draft of the 
sustainability element (available 
at tinyurl.com/PV-Sustain). 
 In commenting on the draft, 
then referring it back to the com-
mission, council members noted 
the essential task before town 
officials: getting the community 
involved in a discussion of the 
proposed amendment, possibly 
through a series of workshops. 
 A general plan sets policies and 
priorities for land development 
over the long term. The draft ele-
ment on sustainability sets several 
“overarching goals,” including: 
 ■ Educating the community 
about sustainability and encour-
aging sustainable practices. 
 ■ Seeking to balance the 
impacts of human activities and 
nature so as to “maintain and 
improve conditions of life in town 
for future generations.” 
 ■ Reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions to 80 percent of 1990 
levels by 2050, as laid out in the 
state’s Global Warming Solutions 
Act of 2006. 
 A long-term goal, to be sure, as 
would be any effort to implement 
the objectives of this element, Mr. 
Mader said. 
 Councilwoman Ann Wengert 

wondered about whether to 
encourage residents to remodel 
rather than rebuild. 
 In a related comment, Council-
man Steve Toben noted the coun-
cil’s choice to deconstruct rather 
than demolish the old school 
buildings for the new Town Cen-
ter complex. 
 That decision yielded a $250,000 
savings for the project, he said. 
“There’s a real economic argu-
ment to be made (to green 
approaches) if you tweak your 
thinking in the right way.” 
 Councilman Richard Merk 
turned to house size, where he 
thought the draft “a little weak,” 
adding: “I think that’s some-
thing we do need to look at more 
seriously.” 
 That topic was discussed “at 
length” by the Planning Com-
mission, Mr. Mader replied. “I felt 
that it’s a very tough thing to come 
down on. It’s very true that the size 
of a house does affect how green it 
is. It’s a fundamental issue.” 
 A “back door route” to smaller 
homes may be to require more 
green features as the size of pro-
posed house increases, former 
mayor George Comstock said. 
 “Yes, that’s exactly what we’re 
looking at,” Mayor Maryann 
Moise Derwin said, referring to 
a committee that includes plan-
ning and home design officials 
in town. 
 In an interview, Ms. Derwin 
added that new guidelines will be 
“vetted to the community a lot of 
times,” and that higher prices for 
energy and water will push people 
toward conservation. “I think 
people are going to want to do 
this. I think it will be required, 
yes, I do.”  A

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estateTheAl



12 ■ The Almanac ■ November 5, 2008

N E W S

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

In a small step toward 
restricted parking on Wood-
side Road near Woodside 

Elementary School, the Town 
Council approved a request to 
the state to create a small “no 
parking” zone on the north side 
of the road opposite the school’s 
tennis courts. 

 More parking restrictions may 
be ahead for the half-mile stretch 
of Woodside Road, a state high-
way regulated by the California 
Department of Transportation. 
The town is doing an analysis 
of parking between Canada and 
Miramontes roads, with recom-
mendations expected before the 
end of the year. 
 The study will likely recom-
mend “much more” than this 

initial step, Town Engineer Paul 
Nagengast said. 
 Twice every school day, par-
ents dropping off and picking 
up their children transform this 
east-west arterial into a crowded 
promenade in which vehicles 
jockey for position with cyclists 
and pedestrians of all ages, 
including school children. 
 Woodside Road, is popular 
with cyclists, but the overflow 

school parking often blocks bike 
lanes and can force bikes and 
pedestrians into the street. The 
closest thing to a sidewalk is a 
horse trail on the south side of 
the road. 
 The proximity of restaurants 
and the commercial district 
can extend the problem into 
the weekend. Councilman Dave 
Tanner said he had to walk his 
dog in the street on a recent 
Sunday. “It’s literally seven days 
a week,” he said. 

 The council, on a 6-0 vote 
with Councilwoman Deborah 
Gordon absent, approved a 
request to Caltrans to install 
the no-parking signs 12 feet on 
either side of the driveway at 
3210 Woodside Road. 
 Michael Sieber, the hom-
eowner and resident, wrote to 
the council in November 2007 
complaining of the danger in 
leaving his driveway because 
parked cars can block his view 
of traffic in both directions. 
 His family sometimes goes 
without mail because postal 
workers won’t deliver if they 
can’t reach the mailbox, he 
said. 
 “I’ll give (the new no-parking 
zone) a try and see how it works, 
and I want to thank the town for 
working on it,” Mr. Sieber said. 
 Councilman Peter Mason 
wondered whether there are 
residents who have similar com-
plaints but have not been heard 
from. 
 The town received just the one 
letter, Mr. Nagengast said. A

 pamf.org/thepulse

Learn more at

Every doctor, every diagnostic tool, 
every caregiver in the Palo Alto 
Medical Foundation is here because 
of you, for you. We’re here to keep 
you uncommonly healthy and happy. 
And, if ever you need it, we have 
doctors available in Santa Cruz, 
San Mateo, Alameda and Santa 
Clara Counties. Each one, part of an 
intelligent medical foundation with 
a commitment to improving the way 
health care is delivered.

New no-parking area likely opposite Woodside Elementary School 

Planting sessions
for new creek bed 
 It’s rare to find a bare creek 
bed — no bushes, no grasses, no 
ecology to speak of — with the 
potential to grow into a natural 
asset to the community if only 
someone would come along and 
plant its un-vegetated slopes. 
 Such an opportunity is ahead 
for members of the public who 
have free time on Saturday 
mornings to plant the banks of 
about 290 feet of Sausal Creek at 
the Portola Valley Town Center 
at 765 Portola Road. 
 Friends of Sausal Creek and 
the Palo Alto-based Acterra 
Stewardship Watershed Project 
are inviting people of all ages to 
planting sessions between 9:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. on Nov. 8, 
15 and 22, and on Dec. 6 and 13. 
Children under 18 will require 
adult supervision and the signa-
ture of a parent or guardian. 
 Native plants, gloves, tools 
and techniques will be provided; 
your clothing should be old and 
your shoes sturdy. Some 15,000 
square feet of creek bed needs 
planting. 
 Due to a finite number of 
tools, supervisors and plants 
to be planted on any given day, 
space is limited. To register, go 
to www.acterra.org/watershed. 
 For more information, con-
tact Program Director Arnie 
Thompson at arniet@acterra.
org or 962-9876, ext. 310. Should 
severe weather intervene, call 
that same number for recorded 
information on the morning of 
the event. 

■ Concern for one driveway is harbinger of broader restrictions. 
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By Kate Daly
Special to The Almanac

Woodside Community Theatre will 
mark its 51st season in November 
by staging “Guys and Dolls,” Frank 

Loesser’s musical about gambling in New York 
and Havana back in 1950. “It’s a show we’ve 
always wanted to do,” says co-producer Mindy 
Bowles of Woodside. 
 A cast of 40 — many local residents — is get-
ting ready to perform on the weekends of Nov. 
7-9 and 14-16.
 “The show is going to look great,” says Ms. 
Bowles, who has been involved with the local 
theatrical group since it was reorganized six years 
ago. “Each year it gets better.”
 Most of the costumes and backdrops are being 
rented from Southern California, and all of the 
behind-the scenes people are full of experience, 
having worked on multiple WCT performances 
in the past.
 Michael Taylor is back for his third season as 
artistic director. Mark Bowles of Woodside is acting 
as set designer and technical director for his sixth 
season in a row. Donna Losey is co-producing for 
the sixth time. Choreographer Jane Kellam has 
both appeared in and worked on WCT shows 
before, as has costume designer Deborah Rosas.
 Stage manager Joan Rubin and lighting design-
ers Don and Catherine Coluzzi are old WCT 
hands, too, but no one perhaps goes back as far 

as music director Richard Gordon of Woodside. 
He recalls getting started with WCT in 1987 
when the late Woodside School superintendent, 
George Sellman, directed the shows.
 Mr. Gordon will conduct a 25-piece live orches-
tra for this show. Many of the musicians also play 
with him in the Woodside Village Band.
 Mr. Gordon says he, too, is impressed with 
the quality of this show. “As we go from year to 
year, we attract more good people and more good 
singers, and less training is needed,” he says.
 Sixteen new people have joined the cast this 
year. A veteran of five shows, cast member Dar-

lene Batchelder of Woodside says she is excited to 
work with them. “We went out recruiting people 
from nearby communities and brought in a lot 
of new talent,” she says.
 She is playing the role of General Mathilda B. 
Cartwright, her first real speaking part since she 
performed in Woodside elementary and high 
school productions.
 Her husband, Darrell Batchelder, is also 
appearing in his fifth WCT show, this time as 
Joey Biltmore.
 Two other returning cast members are the leads 
of “Guys and Dolls,” after playing the leading 

roles in “Music Man” last year: Damian Mar-
hefka and Kerie Geni Darner, both of Redwood 
City. He stars as Sky Masterson, the gambler, and 
she shines as Sarah Brown, the missionary.
 The other romantic pair in the show is 
Nathan Detroit, played by Ron Lopez of San 
Carlos, and Miss Adelaide, portrayed by Karen 
DeHart of San Jose.
 Richard Vaughn, who heads up the music 
program at Hillview School, is back on stage at 
WCT this year with his entire family. He’s the 
master of ceremonies; his wife, Liz Matchett, 
is a Hot Box Nightclub performer; and their 

daughters, Aurora and Evy, join Emily Ross of 
Atherton and Tony Sinclair of Woodside as the 
only children in the cast.
 Appearing in their sixth WTC show, Woodside 
High students Brigitte Losey and LeeAnn Patrick 
are Hot Box Girls. Audiences familiar with the 
show should recognize their song and dance 
numbers, “A Bushel and a Peck” and “Take Back 
Your Mink.”
 Other local cast members include David Bray 
of Menlo Park as Rusty Charlie, Chris Sheehy of 
Portola Valley as a mission band member, and 
Bayley Sullivan as a doll.  A

‘Guys and Dolls’ in Woodside

■ “Guys and Dolls” 
will be staged at 
the Woodside High 
School Performing 
Arts Center, 199 
Churchill Ave., just 
off of Woodside 
Road. Show times 
are: Friday, Nov. 
7, and Saturday, 
Nov. 8, at 7:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, Nov. 9, at 
2 p.m; Friday, Nov. 
14, and Saturday, 
Nov. 15, at 7:30 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Nov. 
16, at 2 p.m.

■ Tickets are 
available online at 
Woodsidetheatre.
org or by calling 
529-4828. The cost 
is $20 for adults 
and $16 for seniors, 
62 and up, and 
students, 18 and 
under. Groups of 20 
qualify for further 
discounts.

I N F O R M AT I O N

C o m m u n i t y  t h e a t e r  g r o u p  s t a g e s  B r o a d w a y  c l a s s i c

Photo by Mark Bowles

Singing “Got the Horse Right Here,” are, from left, David 
Bray, Bill Boardman and Jon Mirsalis in the Woodside Community 

Theatre production of “Guys and Dolls.” Left: Kerie Geni 
Darner, left, and Karen DeHart perform “Mary the Man Today.”

‘We went out recruiting people from nearby 
communities and brought in a lot of new talent.’

  DA R L E N E  B ATC H E L D E R  O F  WO O D S I D E
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Admission $10 • $2 with this ad, Seniors $3 off

For general information (650) 574-3247
www.hillsboroughantiqueshow.com

Bob Taylor, Show Director
(208) 629-0891

Produced by The United Voluntary Services. Serving all Veterans.

NOW A 3 DAY EVENT
November 7, 8, & 9, 2008

Show Hours:
Fri 11am-9pm • Sat 11am-7pm • Sun 11am-5pm

San Mateo Event Center
Next to Bay Meadows in San Mateo at  Delaware St. & 25th Ave.

(Take Hwy 92 west off Hwy 101, exit Delaware Street)

On site porcelain and glass repair. Restaurants and Piano Bar on Premises. 

Antiques & Decorative 
Arts Show & Sale

Hillsborough
The Fall

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

An election hasn’t even been 
called yet, but Richard 
Silver is already wooing 

Atherton voters to his campaign 
for Jerry Hill’s District 2 seat on 
the San Mateo County Board 
of Supervisors. He’s calling for 
Caltrain to reinstate service to 
Atherton’s train station — as well 
as return service to Burlingame’s 
Broadway station and add a new 
train station in Brisbane.

 Supervisor Hill is widely con-
sidered a shoo-in to win election 
to a state Assembly seat on the 
Nov. 4 ballot, which would leave 
open his spot on the county 
Board of Supervisors. It’s up 
to the remaining supervisors 
to decide to call an election 
or appoint someone to fill the 
remaining two years of Mr. 
Hill’s four-year term. 
 The loss of weekday Caltrain 
service to Atherton’s historic 
station in 2005 has been a major 

bone of contention for town 
officials. Fierce lobbying efforts 
earned the town hourly stops 
on weekends, but for more than 
three years, the station has been 
empty on weekdays as trains 
chug past.
 Mr. Silver, the former clerk of 
the Board of Supervisors and 
the executive director of the 
Rail Passenger Association of 
California & Nevada, said that 
while he understands Caltrain 
officials’ reasoning, he disagrees 

with their decision.
 “I think it was a mistake for 
them to close it,” he said.
 In the past few years, Caltrain’s 
ridership has increased tremen-
dously, and it should keep grow-
ing, Mr. Silver said. Stations on 
either side of Atherton — Menlo 
Park and Redwood City — are 
extremely busy, he said.
 “We need Atherton to reopen 
if for no other reason than to 
handle overflow from those two 
stations,” he said.

 Low ridership may have pro-
voked Caltrain officials to cut 
Atherton’s service, but the num-
ber of rail passengers has dou-
bled since then, and there’s no 
reason to believe that the Ather-
ton station’s ridership wouldn’t 
increase as well, Mr. Silver said.
 There would be another, more 
intangible benefit to reopening 
the Atherton station, he said.
 “Once Atherton lost its sta-
tion, you (took) Atherton out as 
one of the advocates for Cal-
train,” Mr. Silver said. “You 
need support from all of the cit-
ies along the right of way.” A

 The new director of the San 
Mateo County library system 
is something of an old hand at 
library operations. 
 Martin Gomez has a career 
of more than 30 years behind 
him, including executive posi-
tions as president of the Urban 
Libraries Council, executive 
director of the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library, and director of the 
Oakland Public Library.
 He is scheduled to attend 
a welcoming reception in 
Portola Valley at 9 a.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 3, in the new pub-
lic library at Town Center, 
said Anne-Marie Despain, 
the interim director of the 
San Mateo County library 
system. 
 Among the local libraries he 
oversees are those in Portola 
Valley, Woodside and Atherton.
 Mr. Gomez has a bachelor’s 

degree in English from the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles, and a master’s degree 
in library science from the 
University of Arizona, Tuc-
son. 
 He is a also past president 
of the National Association to 
Promote Library & Informa-
tion Services to Latinos, and 
speaks nationally and interna-
tionally on the topic of public 
libraries, Ms. Despain said. 

Menlo Park to survey 1,200 residents
 A random selection of Menlo 
Park residents will have a chance 
to weigh in on topics ranging 
from the quality of city services to 
the quality of life in Menlo Park.
 The city is sending postcards 
next week to 1,200 residents, 
notifying them that they have 
been selected to fill out the 
35-question survey.
 “The best measure of gov-
ernment performance is com-

munity satisfaction, and this 
survey will tell us where we are 
on a number of measures,” City 
Manager Glen Rojas said in a 
press release.
 Results of the survey will be 
available after Jan. 1, the city said.
 Starting Nov. 14, residents 
who were not selected for the 
mail-in survey will be able to fill 
out an online version at the city’s 
Web site, www.menlopark.org.

Resident recognized for donations
 Mary Gilliland of Menlo Park 
received an award at the 2008 
Silicon Valley Arts and Business 
Awards Luncheon for donat-
ing nearly $700,000 over the 
past eight years to the San Jose 
Museum of Quilts and Textiles.
 Ms. Gilliland’s contributions 
helped cover the cost of a new 
facility for the museum, which 

exhibits a wide variety of new and 
old textiles — strictly defined as 
cloth produced by weaving, knit-
ting or felting. Though textiles 
(and quilts) have historically 
served practical functions, their 
manufacture is now regarded 
as something of an art form, 
according to Ms. Gilliland.
 Ms. Gilliland, who sits on the 
museum’s board, said that it 
has been gratifying to see the 
museum move from the 2,000-
square-foot building it had 
previously rented into the new 
space, which is over five times 
that size.

Supervisor candidate wants to reopen Atherton station

New director for county libraries

Martin 
Gomez

Photo courtesy of 
San Mateo County 
Library System

Post your views and 
comments on TownSquare: 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
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Images Of 
Woodside

Beauty Salon
3040 Woodside Road, Woodside, Ca.

(650) 851-7103
�

�

We offer Family Haircuts, 
Hair Colors, Perms, 

Wedding & Formal Hair 
Styles, Manicure & Pedicure, 
Facials, & Body Treatments.

~ ~ ~
Now carrying

BUMBLE & BUMBLE
Open: 

Tues. – Fri.  9a.m.–6p.m. 
Sat. 10a.m.–4p.m. 

(Located near Buck’s Restaurant)

��������
����������	�
�	��
�	�

	�
��
����
�	
����	��	��������
������������

���������
�����	
���	��������	
�	
��

��������������������
�������� ��	���!���"������"#������
������
����
����
������
���
� � � �
�������������������������������
��
����������	
�����
�
��	����

�
��
��� ��	���!���$������%#������
�� ���!�����"���
���
�
�������
���
�� �
��#�����$���
���%���&���
����'()*�+�
�� ���!�����

Tickets:

Gen Admission $18 

Seniors (60+)    $15  
   
Youth                $ 5 

This ad sponsored  by  
Ginny Kavanaugh  

and Joe Kavanaugh of 
Coldwell Banker Portola 

Valley. Visit them at 
www.TheKavanaughs.com 
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Ormondale School’s annual 
“Turkey Trot” takes off Satur-
day morning, Nov. 22, from 
the K-3 school at 200 Shawnee 
Pass Road in Portola Valley. 
There will be running events 
and fun for the entire family, 
say Turkey Trot chairs Ruth 
Taylor and Shelly Sweeney. 
 Last year more than 500 
kids, moms, dads, friends 
and community members 
participated in the event, 
sponsored by the Ormondale 
Parent Teacher Organization. 
Besides training for the event, 
students have created artwork 
that will be featured on the 
race T-shirt.
 There are two runs: a 5K, 
which starts at 9 a.m., and a 
1K for kids, starting at 10 a.m. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. 
 Entry fees are $40 per family 
until Friday, Nov. 5, and $30 per 
entry on race day. Registration 
forms are available in the school 
office or on the school’s Web 
site, http://www.pvsd.net/.

 Corte Madera students, as 
part of their community ser-
vice, will help organize race 
times and games on the field 
for children.
 During an awards presenta-
tion at 10:45 a.m., signature 
medals will be awarded to the 
boy and girl winners in each 
grade and to male and female 
runners with the best times.
 The “Turkey Trot Training 
Program” is in full swing with 
a group of parents supervising 
lap-running at lunch recess. 
Tim Cullinane, a physical 
education specialist, has stu-
dents running the distance 
during his class. Students 
receive an award each time 
they reach certain levels.
 The event is designed to 
encourage fitness and fun, 
says Turkey Trot chair Ruth 
Taylor. Proceeds cover the 
race costs; any additional 
funds will go to Ormondale 
School.

It’s all at your fi ngertips:
TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estateTheAl

Ormondale ‘Turkey Trot’
expected to draw hundreds

Book fair, authors at Las Lomitas
 Las Lomitas Elementary School 
will stage its annual, on-campus 
book fair from Friday, Nov. 7, 
through Friday, Nov. 14, in the 
school’s Cano Hall, 299 Alameda 
de las Pulgas in Atherton.
 Hours are 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Friday; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day; 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
and Thursday; and until 8 p.m. 
Wednesday. The book fair will 
be closed on Tuesday in obser-
vance of Veterans Day. 
 The fair features two local 
authors. Natalie Lillie, now 11, 
who wrote “Natalie’s Lice Aren’t 
Nice” as a third-grader, and Las 
Lomitas parent Mark Reibstein, 
who will talk about his book, 
“Wabi Sabi,” at 4 p.m. on Thurs-
day. 
 This year Las Lomitas is team-
ing up with Kepler’s bookstore 
to offer an assortment of books 
for the whole family, as well as 
calendars and family-centered 
games. Kepler’s staff also will 
give book talks during the fair.
 All proceeds from the book 
fair will support the school’s 
library and literacy programs.

Corte Madera book fair
 All readers and holiday shop-
pers are invited to peruse and 
purchase books for all ages at 
Corte Madera School’s annual 
book fair Nov. 6-7 and 12-14.
 This PTO-sponsored event 
will be held in the now vacated 
old town library building on 
campus, at 4575 Alpine Road in 
Portola Valley. Hours are 7:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
 New “best sellers,” fiction, 
classics and popular children’s 
series will be featured along with 
art, music and sports books. 
Educational reference books for 
English, math and Spanish also 
will be available. There will be 
an extensive collection of books 
for adults, as well as cookbooks, 
gift books and CDs.
 All proceeds from the fair go 
to support the school libraries. 
Hicklebee’s Books of Willow Glen 
in San Jose provides the books 
and book fair support.
 For more information, call 
Mary Livingston at 851-9789 or 
e-mail jwfizbin@comcast.net.

  ■ BRIEFS
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Stanford Dermatology Clinic 
Now Offers Extended Hours!

Stanford Dermatology Clinic Provides State-of-the-Art
Care and Management for the Common to Complex
Problems of Adult Skin.

We offer a full range of medical and surgical dermatology services
including Mohs Micrographic Surgery.

Stanford Dermatology Clinic hours are designed to fit your schedule.

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday
through Friday 

Extended clinic hours:
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Wednesdays

8:00 am - Noon on Saturdays.

A physician is on call 24 hours 
a day.

For more information, or to make
a dermatology appointment 

Call: 650-723-6316.
Stanford Dermatology Clinic
900 Blake Wilbur Drive, W0001
Stanford, CA 94305

www.stanfordhospital.com

50% Off 
Selected Fabrics

650-591-0220
San Carlos

RJ's
Upholstery

and

Slipcovers

A Fabric 
Store

A Better Choice Since 1960
1664 Industrial Road

A great rate on secure savings!

 Term CD APY*

 3 months 3.50%

 7 months 4.00%

Stop by your local branch and earn more on your savings.

Burlingame Campbell Concord
Fremont

Centerville District
Fremont

Irvington District Hayward
650-373-2560 408-558-1460 925-671-2445 510-796-9800 510-651-9100 510-889-1665

Lafayette Menlo Park Mill Valley Moraga Mountain View Napa
925-284-9054 650-289-2440 415-383-6110 925-376-2120 650-404-1600 707-252-8222

Oakland 
Montclair District

San Francisco 
Main Branch

San Francisco
Mission District San Leandro San Ramon

Walnut Creek - 
Rossmoor

510-339-5900 415-984-8660 415-575-2800 510-357-7922 925-831-8701 925-210-8720

www.pacificnational.com

*Annual Percentage Yields effective as of 09/10/08 and subject to change without notice. Minimum 
deposit to open and earn the APY is $1,000.  The APY assumes that principal and interest will remain 
on deposit until maturity.  A penalty will be applied to funds withdrawn prior to maturity.

F F

Students achieve National Merit recognition
 Many of us will never have our 
names mentioned in connection 
with the National Merit Schol-
arship Program, but some 35 
students at Menlo-Atherton High 
School are officially no longer part 
of this crowd. 
 For scoring in the top 2 percent 
among the 1.5 million students 
who took the Preliminary Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test (PSAT) in 2007, 
the following M-A seniors are rec-
ognized as Commended Scholars 

by the National Merit program: 
Sarah Carp, William Cohen, Peter 
Defillips, Mark Frankle, Emily 
Goldberg, Haley Hoech, Hideyo 
Kameda, Tiffany Kung, Mikalie 
Lai, Jeff Leanse, Brittany Margot, 
Nora Ng-Quinn, Haley O’Neel, 
Sheri Park, Julia Ransohoff, Nicole 
Scherm, Jay Slavik, Emily Van 
Rheenen and Neil Watters. 
 M-A seniors whose PSAT scores 
were in the top 1 percent and who 
may compete for scholarship mon-

ey are considered National Merit 
Semifinalists. The list this year: 
Alex Amato, Daniel Chao, Cam-
eron Cogan, Nick Felt, Tamara 
Hasoon, Thomas Ivy, Christopher 
Kelvie, Gregory Liggett, Laura 
Mitchell, Rishikesh Santhanam, 
Jessica Schwab, Adin Vaewsorn 
and Robert Weber. 
 M-A senior Russell Perkins is 
a National Merit Semifinalist for 
scoring in the top 1 percent of 
the country’s black high school 
students. 
 M-A seniors Uriel Hernandez 
and Nadia Saad are National Merit 
Semifinalists for having scored 
in the top 1 percent of Hispanic/
Latino students nationwide. 
 “We are extremely proud of all 
these students, and pleased that 
their hard work and dedication 
is being recognized on a national 
level,” M-A spokeswoman Kelly 
Todd said in a statement. 

M-A holds open house
for eighth-graders
 The first day of high school is 
less than a year away for eighth-
graders. For families considering 
public schools, Menlo-Atherton 
High School at 555 Middlefield 
Road is having an open house 
Monday, Nov. 10, between 6 and 
8:30 p.m. 
 In addition, leadership-class stu-
dents will lead campus tours on 
Saturday, Nov. 15, between 10 and 
11:30 a.m. Tours start at the library; 
the last tour leaves at 11:15 a.m. 
 To schedule a student shadow-
ing day with an M-A freshman, 
call Student Activities Teacher 

Kelly Todd at 322-5311, ext. 5250, 
or write to ktodd@seq.org. 
 Students considering a transfer 
to M-A must attend these events, 
a school spokeswoman said. 
 For the open house, M-A 
students, parents, faculty and 
administrators will be on hand 
to talk with prospective fresh-
men and their parents about the 
school’s programs and academic 
offerings. 
 Principal Matthew Zito and 
college adviser Alice Kleeman and 
students will greet visitors from 6 
to 6:30 p.m.; classroom visits start 
at 6:30 p.m. Overflow parking 
will be in the SRI International 
parking lot across Middlefield 
Road from the campus. 
 For more information, go to 
http://tinyurl.com/BearsInfo. 

■ Mary Wilder, a junior at Hamil-
ton College in Clinton, New York, is 
spending the fall semester in Madrid, 
Spain, pursuing studies of Spanish 
language and culture. Students agree 
to speak only Spanish and study the 
humanities, fine arts and social sci-
ences, while living with a host family. 
Ms. Wilder is a graduate of Crystal 

Springs Uplands School in Hillsbor-
ough and is the daughter of Abigail 
and Henry Wilder of Woodside. 
■ Todd S. Lavine has enrolled as 
a freshman at Amherst College in 
Amherst, Massachusetts. Todd is 
a graduate of Menlo School and is 
the son of Clifford Lavine and Hildy 
Shandell of Atherton.

 ■ COLLEGE NEWS

Post your views and 
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Menlo Park teen gets a close
look at national security
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

It was a simulation, but after 
serving as “U.S. Secretary 
of State” in a foreign policy 

crisis involving central Asia dur-
ing a recent visit to Washington, 
D.C., Menlo Park resident and 
Summit Preparatory Charter 
High School junior Niko Levy 
has come home with insights on 
using the levers of power. 
 The situation: Russia has pro-
posed a peacekeeping mission 
in Georgia at the same time that 
U.S. intelligence has shown Iran 
preparing to invade Iraq. As head 
of the State Department, Niko 
says in an interview that he and 
the “Secretary of Defense” didn’t 
always see things in the same way. 
 “You can see how the govern-
ment might run into problems,” 
he says. “It’s real interesting to 
see how other people interpreted 
the information.” 
 Those people would be the 
approximately 399 other teens 
from around the country who 
participated in a six-day mid-
October national security forum 
that included presentations by 
current and former members of 
the defense and intelligence com-
munities. 
 The National Youth Leadership 
Forum, a nonprofit educational 
organization based in Virginia, 
organized and ran the event. 
 The students separated into 
groups of 20 and took on roles 
for the four-hour simulation. 
New information came in as the 
situation evolved. There was no 
tidy ending, and no grade. 
 “In the real world, you don’t 
get graded,” Niko, 16, says. 
 What else did he learn? “Much 
as we don’t like it, some sacri-
fices have to be made to achieve 
a greater goal,” he says in recall-
ing a personnel decision he had 
to make. “In order to get things 
done, sometimes somebody (who 
is) obstructing things needs to be 
let go for a greater cause.” 
 “It’s hard to do that. Summit 
teaches you a lot about teamwork. 
But they don’t teach you how to 
make sacrifices,” he says. 
 In another shorter simulation, 
the problem before them was the 

U.S.-run prison at Guantanamo 
Bay, looked at from the perspec-
tive of Geneva Convention rules 
about torture. 
 To get into the roles, the teens 
used fact sheets to derive their 
responses as key players in the 
executive branch, the military, 
Congress and non-governmen-
tal organizations. 
 “We all acted as the people who 
are in those positions right now,” 
he says. Ethical reflections came 
to him in hindsight “which, of 
course, is where and when a lot of 
ethics is done,” he admits. 

No slackers
 Such experiences aren’t acces-
sible to just anyone. Assum-
ing the family can afford the 
$1,420 that covers everything 
but travel, a student’s grades and 
preliminary SAT scores make a 
big difference, Niko says. 
 “If you’re a slacker, you don’t get 
to go,” he says. “They’re all people 
who worked hard, got good grades 
and want to go places.” 
 Lighter notes included an open-
ended tour of Capitol Hill, where 
he says he sat in on a session of 
Congress and visited the offices of 
both California senators, neither 
of whom were in at the time. 
 From the list of agencies avail-
able for tours, he chose the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service in 
light of the TV program based on 
it. “I thought it’d be really cool 
to see what the difference was” 
between the program and the 
agency itself, he says. “It’s pretty 
amazing.” 
 A career in national security? 
“There’s a lot of possibilities in 
there and I’m certainly going to 
look at it,” he says. “If there’s a 
degree for it, they need it.” 
 As for the military, he was less 
doubtful. “I can’t kill people or 
indirectly hurt them,” he says. “I’d 
be carried away thinking about the 
consequences, which means it is 
not the right career for me.”  A

Photo courtesy of Levy family

“You can see how the government 
might run into problems,” says Niko 
Levy, 16.

Nicholas A. Noyes has been 
designated a naval aviator and 
presented with the “wings of 
gold” following flight training with 
Training Air Wing One in Merid-
ian, Mississippi. A 1996 graduate 
of Menlo-Atherton High School, 
he is the son of Roger Noyes of 
Menlo Park and Nancy Kane of 
Corrales, New Mexico.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK 
PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING NOVEMBER 17, 2008

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission 
of the City of Menlo Park, California, is scheduled to review the 
following items: 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

Use Permit and Architectural Control/T-Mobile/1340 Willow 
Road: Request for a use permit and architectural control to 
install wireless telecommunications antennas on the roof of Mid-
Peninsula High School and associated equipment inside the 
school building in the M-2 (General Industrial) zoning district.

Use Permit/Evergreen Mountain, Inc. dba The Pilates 
Zone/1800 El Camino Real, Ste. C:  Request for a use permit 
to operate a private recreational facility in a multi-tenant building 
with non-conforming parking in the C-4 (General Commercial, 
Applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district.

Use Permit/Anter Enterprises dba Curves/1800 El Camino 
Real, Ste. D: Request for a use permit to operate a private rec-
reational facility in a multi-tenant building with non-conforming 
parking in the C-4 (General Commercial, Applicable to El 
Camino Real) zoning district.

Use Permit, Architectural Control, Environmental Review/
Kenneth Rodrigues and Partners, Inc./2550 Sand Hill Road: 
Request for use permit and architectural control approval to 
demolish an existing convalescent facility and to construct a 
new 23,190-square-foot non-medical office building and related 
site improvements in the C-1-C (Administrative, Professional, 
and Research District, Restrictive) zoning district. A traffic study 
has been conducted as part of this project and is available for 
public review at the Department of Community Development. 
The project is categorically exempt under Class 32 (Section 
15332, “In-Fill Development Projects”) of the current California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 

PUBLIC MEETING ITEMS - None

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing on public hearing items in 
the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 
Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on Monday, November 17, 2008, 7:00 
p.m. or as near as possible thereafter, at which time and place 
interested persons may appear and be heard thereon.  If you 
challenge this item in court, you may be limited to raising only 
those issues you or someone else raised at the public hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered 
to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing.

The project file may be viewed by the public on weekdays 
between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate 
Fridays closed, at the Department of Community Development, 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park.  Please call the Planning Division 
if there are any questions and/or for complete agenda informa-
tion (650) 330-6702.

Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por 
favor llame al 650-330-6702, y pregunte por un asistente que 
hable español.

DATED: October 30, 2008 Deanna Chow, Senior Planner
PUBLISHED: November 5, 2008 Menlo Park Planning Commission

Visit our Web site for Planning Commission public hearing, 
agenda, and staff report information: www.menlopark.org

Published in THE ALMANAC on November 5, 2008.

 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
Consideration of a Request from the 
Menlo Park Police Department for use 
of AB 3229 (COPS) Funds

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Menlo Park, California, has, 
in compliance with AB 3229, received a request from the Police Department Staff to approve 
the fiscal year 2008-2009 Citizens Option for Public Safety (COPS) funds in the amount of 
$100,000 and to approve a request to use the funds in conjunction with funds remaining from 
the fiscal year 2007-2008 COPS Grant in accordance with state requirements. The request 
specifies the front line law enforcement needs of the City including the enhancement of the 
mobile computing project, support the first of a two-year roll out of the update and replacement 
of the patrol fleet’s mobile data terminals, information and communication technology upgrades 
and an online reporting system.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said City Council will hold a Public Hearing 
on the Police Department Staff’s request on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at 7:00p.m., or as 
near as possible thereafter, in the Menlo Park City Council Chambers, 701 Laurel Street – Civic 
Center, at which time and place interested persons may appear and be heard thereon and the 
City Council will make a determination on the request.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that “If you challenge this matter in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing 
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or 
prior to, the Hearing”.

DATED:  October 30, 2008

              /s/                 
       Margaret S. Roberts, MMC, City Clerk

Published in THE ALMANAC on November 5, 2008

Boeddiker-McNaghten
 Rebecca Eileen Boeddiker and 
Matthew Sam McNaghten were 
married July 26 at Sunset View 
Ranch in Napa. The ranch is the 
home of Bill Boeddiker, the bride’s 
uncle, and Bob O’Halloran. 
 Following the ceremony, there 
was dinner and dancing by the 
poolside cabana.
 The bride’s sister, Melissa Law-
son of London, England, was 
matron of honor. Bridesmaids 
were Bryn Ma and Meghan 
McNaghten. Cayla Canterbury 
and Makayla Kowalski were flow-
er girls. Connor Canterbury was 
ring bearer.
 The bridegroom’s cousin, Scott 
Freeze of Foxpoint, Wiscon-
sin, was best man. Groomsmen 
were Ben McNaghten and Daniel 
McNaghten.
 The wedding was performed 

by the bride’s brother, Lt. Ted 
Boeddiker, U.S. Army, who was 
deputized by the county clerk of 
San Francisco as a deputy com-
missioner of marriages for his 
sister’s wedding only. He is a 2008 
graduate of West Point.
 The bride is the daughter of 
Tom and Margaret Boeddiker 
of Menlo Park and the grand-
daughter of Robert Boeddiker of 

Carmel, formerly of Menlo Park. 
A 1999 graduate of Menlo-Ather-
ton High School, she received 
her bachelor of arts degrees in 
psychology and business man-
agement at the University of 
California at Santa Barbara. She 
received her master of arts degree 
in communications management 
from the University of Southern 
California. She is a story pro-
ducer/writer for Hallock-Healey 
Entertainment in Los Angeles.
 The bridegroom is the son 
of Greg and Carol McNaghten 
of Redmond, Washington. He 
received his bachelor of arts degree 
in communications and televi-
sion production from Washington 
State University. He is a televi-
sion producer for Hallock-Healey 
Entertainment in Los Angeles 
where the couple first met.
 After a honeymoon in Alaska 
and the Hawaiian Islands, the 
newlyweds are living in Studio 
City.

 Some 600 students — fourth- 
through eighth-graders — at La 
Entrada School in Menlo Park 
are casting their votes for presi-
dent Nov. 4. The school library 
has been converted into a polling 
place for the mock election.

 Students will be using “old fash-
ioned” paper ballots “because we 
want them to have the experience 
of marking a paper ballot and 
putting it in the ballot box,” said 
Doe Myers, school librarian.
 Teachers will bring their social 

studies classes to the library to 
vote during the day. The plan 
is to have the votes counted by 
day’s end, and the winner will 
be announced.
 “Our goal is that as students 
watch the official election results 
at home, they will already know 
who La Entrada students ‘elected’ 
to be president,” said Ms. Myers.

  ■ WEDDING

Rebecca Boeddiker and 
Mattew McNaghten

La Entrada votes for president 
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N E W S  O F  L O C A L  AT H L E T E S  A N D  T E A M  S P O RT S

WORRIED ABOUT  
THE ECONOMY?

(THE CITY OF MENLO PARK DOES NOT SPONSOR OR ENDORSE THIS EVENT)

$
ATTEND A FREE LECTURE

FINDING YOUR SPIRITUAL  
SELF-WORTH, SECURITY AND SUPPLY 

IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
BY

MICHAEL PABST, CSB

Sponsored by First Church of Christ,  
Scientist Menlo Park

Thursday - November 13, 2008  
@ 7:30 pm.

MENLO PARK COUNCIL CHAMBERS
701 LAUREL STREET - MENLO PARK

PARKING AT MENLO LIBRARY  

- CHILDCARE -  

CHRISTIANSCIENCEMENLOPARK.COM

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

PORTOLA VALLEY 
HOUSING ELEMENT

COMMUNITY MEETING

Portola Valley Town Hall
(Historic Schoolhouse)

765 Portola Rd. Portola Valley CA 94028
November 19, 2008, 8:00 PM

Porlola Valley is updating the Housing Element of its 

General Plan. California cities are required to update 

their housing elements every five years. By state law, the 

housing element needs to plan for specified numbers 

of new housing units, including affordable housing, 

within the town

The state requirements and options for achieving the 

required housing numbers will be presented at the 

meeting. The new housing element may provide for some 

significant changes to town policies and regulations.

Residents are urged to come and offer their ideas and 

recommendations as part of an open discussion of 

various approaches the town should consider.
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Joe Wise breaks his record in Beijing
By Colin Becht
Special to The Almanac

Joe Wise, 15, of Menlo Park has 
returned from Beijing after 
finishing fifth in the 400-meter 

freestyle at the Paralympics. Wise, 
a sophomore at Sacred Heart Prep 
in Atherton, also broke his own 
U.S. record with a time of 4:15.83, 
almost 10 seconds better than his 
former best.
 “I didn’t think I would get 
that place and go that fast, so 
I’m extremely happy with that,” 
said Wise, who represented the 
United States in the Paralym-
pics, held in September in the 
same venues and immediately 
following the Olympics.
 Before he could compete in 
the finals, he qualified by plac-
ing second in his heat.
 In April, Wise had qualified 
for the Paralympic team when 
he won a gold medal in the 400-
meter freestyle at U.S. swim trials, 
held in Minneapolis. At the trials, 
Wise set the then-U.S. record with 
a time of 4:24.92.

 His condition is mitochon-
drial myopathy, a form of mus-
cular dystrophy. He competes 
in the S10 classification for the 
Paralympics, which is the least 
disabled classification.

 For the Paralympics, Wise got 
to compete and live in the same 
facilities as the Olympic ath-
letes, including swimming in the 
famous “Water Cube” National 
Aquatics Center in Beijing.
 “Beijing kept the (Olympic) 
Village the same way. They didn’t 
change anything from the Olym-
pics. It was awesome,” said Wise.
 After swimming for the varsity 
team at Sacred Heart this year, 
Wise said he hopes to qualify to 
compete in the International Par-
alympic Committee’s 25-meter 
swimming world championships 
in Rio de Janeiro next August.
  He also hopes to compete in 
the Paralympics again at the 2012 
Games in London and the 2016 
Games “and then call it quits.”
 “I’ll try to get a gold medal,” 
he added.
 If Wise’s career is anything like 
that of a fellow swimmer who 
was 15 at the time of his first 
Olympics, he seems destined for 
many gold medals.
 Michael Phelps finished fifth at 
his first Olympics too. A

Menlo, SHP meet
in Valparaiso Bowl
By Kate Daly
Special to The Almanac

For the sixth year in a row, 
the Menlo School Knights 
face off against the Sacred 

Heart Prep Gators in the Val-
paraiso Bowl, set this year on 
Friday, Nov. 14.
 The two schools are located 
just down the block from each 
other on Valparaiso Avenue 
in Atherton, and started a 
tradition of a using the foot-
ball rivalry to raise funds for 
the nonprofit Peninsula Bridge 
program, which helps middle 
schoolers in underserved areas 
of the Peninsula.
 The program provides the stu-
dents with summer courses at 
Menlo, Sacred Heart and other 
school campuses, to bolster aca-
demic training.
 Both football games are open 
to the public and will take place 
at Woodside High School, 199 
Churchill Ave. The junior var-
sity game will start at 4 p.m., 
and the varsity game at 7 p.m. 
under the lights. 
 Admission is $5. The Dutch 
Goose will be selling food dur-
ing the event.  A

Photo by Veronica Weber/The Almanac

“Beijing kept the (Olympic) 
Village the same way (for the 
Paralympics),” says Joe Wise. “It 
was awesome.”

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D
HOMETOWN PENINSULA

AND
THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF REDWOOD CITY

Where’s the best place to put your money?
In your community, according to Stacy Mitchell, who 

will be in Redwood City to talk about why independent 
businesses are our best bet for a secure future.

www.hometownpeninsula.org

Sunday, November 16, 2008
4:00 – 7:00 pm

Are pleased to host

Stacy Mitchell

Author of

Big-Box Swindle:
The True Cost of Mega-Retailers

and the Fight for America’s
Independent Businesses

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2124 Brewster Avenue 

(2 blocks south of Whipple at Lowell, 
midway between El Camino and the Alameda) 

Redwood City

Wine and Cheese Reception
 Nearby street parking 

Hometown Peninsula’s mission is to support locally-owned, independent 
businesses on the peninsula, to maintain our unique community character, 

to educate local residents that purchasing locally creates community economic 
strength, and to bring back the vibrant hometown to our communities that 

is being displaced by national chains and online stores.

Ad space donated by the Almanac

Call for your FREE project review.

Serving the peninsula with over 30 years experience

Ph: 925.932.0228 | Lic. #525231

Now is the ideal time  
to remodel your home!

 

Member of the  
Better Business Bureau  

since 1999 www.menloschool.org

Menlo School is an  

independent coeduca-

tional school serving 750 

students in grades six 

through twelve. We offer  

a rigorous, engaging,  

academic curriculum 

complemented by out-

standing creative arts  

and athletics programs.

Middle School Open Houses: 11/2/08 1:00 pm; 12/4/08 6:30 pm
Upper School Open Houses: 10/16/08 6:30 pm; 12/7/08 1:00 pm

Why Menlo School? Come Find Out.

New Almanac feature: Ask the Deputy 
 Deputy Stephanie Josephson of the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s Office is starting a new feature 
in The Almanac, called Ask the Deputy, modeled 
after the long-time Ask the Officer feature, written 
by then Menlo Park police officer Glenn Raggio.
 Deputy Josephson, who patrols in unincorpo-
rated areas of the county, grew up in the East Bay, 
near Walnut Creek. As a senior at the University 
of California at Santa Barbara, she interned with 

a criminal prosecutor in Washington, D.C. 
 After graduation, she returned to Northern Cali-
fornia and in 1999, was hired as a correctional officer 
in San Mateo County. She was promoted to deputy 
sheriff and attended the police academy in 2001. 
 Her assignments have ranged from patrol to 
jails, transportation and court security. She cur-
rently patrols in the unincorporated areas of San 
Mateo County.

Arrests in string
of auto burglaries
 Menlo Park police arrested two 
men Thursday morning in con-
nection with a string of auto 
burglaries, including some in the 
vicinity of Garwood Way and 
Glenwood Avenue in Menlo Park.
 Arrested were Williams Fidel 
Chavez, 18, of Menlo Park, and 
Ronald Edgardo Amaya, 18, of 
Redwood City, police reported. 
They were booked into the San 
Mateo County jail on suspi-
cion of burglary, conspiracy to 
commit burglary, possession of 
stolen property, and possession 
of burglary tools.
 At about 1:31 a.m. Thursday, 
police on patrol in the area of 
Garwood Way and Glenwood 
Avenue in Menlo Park, spotted 
a red Honda leaving the area. 
Moments later they found a 
vehicle had been burglarized 
near where the Honda had 
been seen, acting sergeant Scott 
Mackdanz said in a statement.
 The officers then spotted a 
second vehicle that had been 
burglarized, he said.
 About 20 minutes later, an 
officer spotted the suspect Hon-
da on Fifth Avenue in unin-
corporated Redwood City, Sgt. 
Mackdanz said. The officer 
stopped the car and found stolen 
property from the auto burglar-
ies in the car, he said. 
 During this time, officers in 
Menlo Park found three more 
unreported auto burglaries. 
Property from these burglaries 
were also found in the suspect 
vehicle, police said. 
 Police are searching for a third 
suspect, Sgt. Mackdanz said.

Menlo Park
■ Jaclyn and Jason Lettman, a 
daughter, Oct. 23, at Sequoia 
Hospital.

   ■ BIRTHS

Q. I’ve heard that thefts 
from vehicles parked 

near walking trails is a grow-
ing problem. How can I pre-
vent this?

A. Your are right. Such vehi-
cle burglaries  occur with 

increasing frequency. There are 
ways to make such burglaries less 
enticing or at least less profitable.
 Take your valuables with you, 
leave them at home, or lock them in 
the trunk (but do so prior to parking 
— you never know who’s watching).
 Do not leave anything in sight 
within your vehicle, not even an 
empty bag. If you saw the inside of my personal vehicle, you would never 
know someone even drives it.
 To reduce your losses in the event your wallet is stolen, carry a minimal 
number of credit cards and do not ever carry your passport, Social Secu-
rity or banking information in your wallet.
 Know how to contact your bank and credit card companies to cancel 
your cards immediately. These burglaries often result in the immediate use 
of credit cards. As a general tip, I would recommend cleaning out your wal-
let periodically and always know what’s in it, just in case. 

Deputy Stephanie 
Josephson, of the 
San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
answers questions 
about law 
enforcement. 
Send questions to: 
editor@AlmanacNews.com; 
call 854-2626, ext. 213; or 
mail to: Ask the Deputy, 
The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de 
las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

  ■ ASK THE DEPUTY

THETHE
ALMANACALMANAC
ONLINEONLINE

DELIVERSDELIVERS
2424//77..

TheTheAlmanacAlmanacOnline.Online.comcom

   JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
    AT TOWNSQUARE

EXPLORE OUR NEW SITE 

TheAlmanacOnline.com/real_estate

OPEN HOMES
 plus 

Interactive
MAPS

HOMES for SALE
plus

Prior Sale Info
& More



 The San Mateo County Board of 
Education has scheduled a public 
hearing on a petition for Ever-
est Public High School at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, at 101 Twin 
Dolphin Drive in Redwood City. 
 Everest would open in Sep-

tember 2009 and be modeled 
on Summit Preparatory Charter 
High School in Redwood City. 
 Trustees of the Sequoia Union 
High School District rejected 
Everest’s petition on a 4-1 vote on 
Sept. 17. 
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F O R  T H E  R E C O R D

REDWOOD CITY

www.hopkinsacura.com
1555 El Camino Real

Redwood City CA 94063

650.364.6771

SALES  

  SERVICE

   PARTS

We all feel the same commitment to care 
for our families. As your good neighbor 
agent, I can help you meet your insurance 
needs. Call me today.

P02640 11/04
statefarm.com®

John W McAfee CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent

Family is why

WE DO IT ALL.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
PROJECT NO. 08-009

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the office of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, 
California 94027, until 3:00 p.m. NOVEMBER 12, 2009, at which time they will be publicly opened and read, for perform-
ing the following work:

The work of this Contract includes, but is not limited to, routine pruning, hazardous tree removal, and storm damage 
cleanup of City trees within the City limits of Atherton. Bids must be for the price per crew hour for performing tree work, which 
shall be inclusive of equipment and travel. The budget set forth for this project will be a maximum of $60,000 dollars.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of (Contractor) for TREE 
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT, Project No. 08-009”, along with date and time of bid opening.

Specifications may be obtained at the Town of Atherton Public Works Department, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton CA 94027, 
for a non-refundable fee of $10.00. Additional important information is contained in Town of Atherton Standard Specifications, 
which are available for an additional $20.00. If shipping is requested, there will be an additional charge of $10.00.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a cashier’s or certified check or bid bond for not less 
than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded the Contract, will fulfill the terms of 
the bid. The Town of Atherton reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and/or to waive any irregularities therein.

 Bidders are hereby notified that, pursuant to California Civil Code Sections 3247 and 3248 and Standard 
Specifications Section 3.02, the successful bidder will be required to provide payment and performance bonds in the 
amounts stated in Section 3.02 of the Standard Specifications.

Bidders are hereby notified that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages are applicable to the 
work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq. the general prevailing wage rates have been 
determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing 
Wage Rates. Copies are on file at the office of the City Engineer and are available to interested parties upon request. The 
successful bidder shall post a copy of the wage rates at the job site.

The Contractor may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under the contract, without retention of any portion 
of the payment by the Town of Atherton, by depositing securities of equivalent value to the retention amount in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 22300 of the California Public Contracts Code.

The successful bidder must be licensed under the provisions of Chapter 9, Division 3, of the California Business and 
Professions Code to do the type of work contemplated in the project at the time the contract is awarded and shall be 
skilled and regularly engaged in the general class or type of work called for under the Contract. Failure of the bidder to 
obtain proper and adequate licensing for an award of the contract shall constitute a failure to execute the contract and 
result in the forfeiture of the bidder’s bid security.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its experience and qualifications. The state-
ment shall be made on the forms provided by the Town and must accompany each bid. The three lowest bidders will 
be required to submit subcontractor’s experience and qualifications statements within 48 hours of the bid opening, on 
forms provided by the Town. 

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder shall be conclusively deemed to have 
read, understood and agreed with all of the information and materials contained in the bid documents, including but not 
limited to the construction contract, the standard specifications, the special provisions, the required nature and amount 
of insurance and the documentation evidencing said insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to the City Engineer, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA 94027, 
telephone (650) 752-0532, preferably no later than five days before bid opening. Requests for Information may be faxed 
to (650) 688-6539. Plan holder’s lists may be obtained by calling (650) 752-0570.

     By: ___________________________________
     Duncan L. Jones, P.E., City Engineer

     Date: ___________________________________
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Lynn Delagnes
Retired real estate agent

 Lynn Bovik Delagnes, who 
combined a successful real estate 
career with raising six children, 
died peacefully Oct. 18 at her 
home in Atherton following a 
long illness. She was 75.
 Ms. Delagnes was born in 
Seattle. She attended the Uni-
versity of Washington, where she 
was a member of Kappa Alpha 
Theta sorority. After moving 
to Menlo Park in 1961, she 
became a Realtor and married 
Andre Delagnes. Together, they 
started Delagnes & Co. Realty 
in Menlo Park and bought the 
former home of baseball great 
Ty Cobb. She remained active in 
real estate until 1998.
 An excellent cook, Ms. Dela-
gnes loved to entertain, say fam-
ily members. She also enjoyed 
traveling, fishing, clamming, 
and playing cards, they say. She 
was a member of the Menlo Cir-
cus Club.
 She is survived by her husband 
of 40 years, Andre Delagnes; chil-
dren Adrien, Duane and Jon Dela-
gnes, Robert Moore, Lyle Moore 
Medeiros and Nicole Delagnes 
Patton; and l4 grandchildren.
 A celebration of her life is 
planned.

Louis Pourciau
Audio and television engineer

 Louis “Dee” Lawrason 
Pourciau, a former Portola Val-
ley resident, died Oct. 25 in 
Belmont. He was 87.
 Mr. Pourciau was born in 
Rayne, Louisiana, and grew up 
in New Roads, Louisiana. He 
graduated from Tulane Uni-
versity in 1942 with a bachelor 
of science degree in electrical 
engineering. After graduation, 
he joined a group of scientists 
brought together at MIT’s radia-
tion laboratory to create micro-
wave radar systems. While at the 
radiation laboratory, he met his 
future wife, Nancy Hunter, and 
they were married in 1943.
 Mr. Pourciau later worked at 
General Precision Laboratory in 
Pleasantville, New York, where 
he was responsible for the devel-
opment and design of television 
cameras and displays. In 1967 he 
joined International Video Corp. 
(IVC) of Sunnyvale, where he 
oversaw the design and develop-
ment of color television and video 
record equipment. After leaving 

IVC in 1974, he worked as a con-
sultant until his retirement.
 A member of the Society of 
Motion Picture and Television 
Engineers and IEEE (Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engi-
neers), Mr. Pourciau held many 
patents in the fields of audio and 
television.
 Mr. Pourciau lived in Portola 
Valley from 1967 to 1996 and 
served on several town com-
mittees. He enjoyed all music, 
especially opera and jazz. With 
season tickets to the San Fran-
cisco Opera, he looked forward 
to having dinner at a special 
restaurant before each perfor-
mance, say family members.
 Surviving Mr. Pourciau are his 
daughter, Jacqueline Morrisey of 
Foster City; son, Bruce Pourciau 
of Appleton, Wisconsin; and 
four grandchildren. His wife, 
Nancy Pourciau, died in 1995.
 Memorials in his name may be 
made to the National Ovarian 
Cancer Coalition, 2501 Oak Lawn 
Ave., No. 435, Dallas, TX 75219.

Richard Evdokimoff
Former Menlo Park resident

 A celebration of 
the life of Rich-
ard William 
Evdokimoff will 
be held from 1 
to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 8, 
at Gar Woods 
restaurant in 
Carnelian Bay 

at Lake Tahoe. Mr. Evdokimoff 
died at his home in Carson City, 
Nevada, on Oct. 28. He was 66.
 Born in San Francisco, Mr. 
Evdokimoff grew up in Red-
wood City, graduating from 
Sequoia High School and San 
Jose State University. He lived 
in Menlo Park from 1970 until 
1988 and, at one time, worked 
in commercial real estate sales 
for Cornish & Carey. He moved 
to Carson City 18 years ago.
 Mr. Evdokimoff enjoy fishing, 
skiing, golf, tennis and cooking, 
say family members.
 He is survived by his daughter, 
Kerry Evdokimoff of Mill Valley 
and brother Jim Evdokimoff of 
Pleasanton. Contributions may 
be made to the American Heart 
Association, 1281 Terminal Way, 
Suite 111, Reno, NV 89502 or a 
charity of the donor’s choice. 

  ■ OBITUARIES Obituaries are based on informa-
tion provided by mortuaries and 
family members.

Evdokimoff

Board to consider Everest charter petition
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Is it a fee or tax 
in Atherton?
Editor:
 Local Governments have many 
responsibilities to their citizens. In 
Atherton we deal with drainage, 
high-speed rail, housing, emer-
gency preparedness, police, and 
fire issues just to name a few. After 
the passage of Propositions 13 and 
218, state and local governments 
have struggled to finance services 
with restrictions on tax increases.
 An alternative is to evaluate 
the cost of services and increase 
“fees,” which only requires a 
majority vote on the council, 
while two-thirds of residents are 
need to approve a new tax. But 
a fee must reflect the true cost 
to provide a service, and income 
from a fee cannot be funneled 
off for other services. At times 
cities have been challenged as to 
whether a fee is a actually a tax.
 Back in 2005 Atherton followed 
20 other cities and implemented 
an “off-haul fee” to defray the cost 
of road repair. The level or mag-
nitude of the fee in Atherton was 
four times that of any other city. In 
the summer of 2006, several resi-
dents challenged the fee, charging 

that it was a tax. In September of 
2006, the council decided to return 
all funds collected with interest.
 In Atherton I believe we have 
three fees we need to review. In 
2004, the business license fee 
collection format as it pertains to 

construction was changed, and 
in 2007 the multiplier for plan 
check fees, which also impacts 
the business license fee and the 
road-impact fee, was changed. 
 The new fee levels have been chal-
lenged and called taxes. Recently 

Menlo School applied for a permit 
to build a new gymnasium. The 
total cost of the permit is $321,258. 
This includes $67,615.20 for busi-
ness license fees and $133,352 for 

Amid the mud-slinging during the race for Menlo Park’s two 
open City Council seats, the one of greatest concern to vot-
ers is candidates accepting campaign donations that repre-

sent a potential conflict of interest.
 The case in point is the practice of the city’s largest union, the SEIU, 
to make large donations to one or more City Council candidates, who 
they obviously hope will support them when it is time to bargain for 

higher wages. The problem was 
clearly illustrated last week when 
council member Kelly Fergusson, 
a candidate for reelection, accept-
ed a large donation — $1,000 — 

from the SEIU, and then voted to give the city’s non-benefited workers, 
who are represented by the SEIU, an additional 2 percent increase in 
addition to the standard raise recommended by the union.
 Ms. Fergusson, who received two other $1,000 donations, is the only 
candidate who received a donation from the SEIU. The city attorney 
said she did nothing illegal when she voted for the pay raise and that 
the state’s Fair Political Practices Act was not violated by her vote.
 And there are no laws that say unions cannot donate to local politi-
cal campaigns. But Ms. Fergusson easily could have abstained from 
that vote, citing a conflict of interest due to the SEIU contribution. 
She did not. And even though she apparently believes that there is no 
link between her vote and the SEIU’s $1,000 campaign donation, the 
appearance of conflict is too strong to ignore. Clearly, the SEIU has a 
strong agenda in the city, including getting its members the highest 
possible salaries and adding union jobs to the city roster.
 Council candidate Rick Ciardella accepted a donation of $1,000 
from Howard Crittenden, owner of the shuttered Park Theatre, 
who almost certainly will come before the council to develop his 
building site within the next four years.

 We like incumbent candidate Andy Cohen’s approach. He has 
refused contributions from organizations that might bring busi-
ness before the city council. Such a solution takes any talk of con-
flict of interest off the table. 
 Menlo Park even has a model conflict law on the books — for the 
Planning Commission, which bars commissioners from accepting 
a campaign donation from anyone who has or will appear before 
them. The law could easily be adapted for the City Council. Some 
cities have set a voluntary campaign-spending limit. Either or both 
would be appropriate for Menlo Park to consider. After the meeting 
last week, council member John Boyle said he would like to see the 
council adopt a municipal ordinance that would prohibit a vote on 
an issue involving a group that gave a council member a donation 
within a certain time period.
 Mr. Cohen’s decision to pass up potentially conflict-laden dona-
tions did not appear to hurt his fund-raising efforts, even with 
unions. He accepted $250 from the electrical workers and $1,000 
from the plumbers and steamfitters, but these unions do not repre-
sent workers who bargain with the City Council on new contracts. 
 We see similar conflicts in the Menlo Park Fire Protection Dis-
trict, where over the years the firefighters’ union has been actively 
involved in fire board campaigns, making donations and recom-
mending candidates. By accepting such donations, board members 
subject themselves to a serious conflict unless they recuse them-
selves during salary negotiations for the rank and file.
 Candidates for local office should not need to spend exorbitant 
sums to get elected. By simply declaring that they will not accept 
donations from groups like the SEIU that do business with the city, 
candidates can easily defuse any claims of conflict. It would be 
a simple step and send a positive message to the voters, who may 
rightfully wonder about the council’s independence.

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Menlo Park Historical Society

Our Regional Heritage
The Coleman House was completed in 1882 by Maria O’Brien Coleman as a gift for her son. He never 
occupied the home and after sitting vacant for many years, it was acquired by Peninsula School in 1925 
and continues to be used by that institution.

Appearance of conflict a concern

See LETTERS, next page

All views must include a home address 
and contact phone number. Published 
letters will also appear on the web site, 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and 
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL   your views to: 
letters@almanacnews.
com and note this it is a 
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road impact fees. 
 My personal opinion is that 
this is “more than is necessary to 
provide services.” At some point, 
we at the council level will have to 
re-evaluate the fee-versus-tax issue 
and address the refund situation. 
 The moral dilemma a council 
member faces is, when do you 
inform the public; do you do 
what is best for the town and limit 
refunds (following state law) or do 
you go back further to represent 
the interest of individual citizens 
who make up the town? I chose to 
inform residents and suggest they 
submit letters of review requests.

Charles Marsala, member
Atherton City Council

Taking stock of the 
street trash in Woodside
Editor:
 Most days I take a brisk morning 
walk along Olive Hill Lane, Albi-
on, Manuella, King’s Mountain, 
Woodside and Cañada roads in 
Woodside. I think it’s about a mile.
 One morning I stopped to retie 
a shoe and noticed a couple of 
empty beer cans in the ditch. That 
drew my attention to the fact that 
there was a lot of stuff littering the 
roadsides along most of my route.
 So one day I slung an old sports 
bag over my shoulder and stopped 
to pick up the worst of the litter 
along the part of my route that had 
its collection that day. I filled my 
bag six times and emptied it into 
various garbage cans. And that was 
only one side of the street.
 A few weeks ago, on both sides 
of Cañada between Glenwood and 
Olive Hill, I collected enough lit-
ter to fill four 5-gallon buckets in 

only 500 yards. I doubt that I got 
everything, but my haul included 
ball-point pens, beer and soda cans, 
glass bottles, paper coffee cups, fast-
food containers, candy wrappers, 
shopping bags, liquor bottles in 
paper bags, remnants of automobile 
collisions, lots of cigarette ends and 
paper handkerchiefs, till receipts and 
various unidentifiable bits of paper 
and plastic. Most of it was probably 
hurled from passing vehicles; likely 
over a number of years.
 So, wherever you live, here is a 
challenge: perhaps once in spring-
time and again in fall before the 
rains wash it into the storm drains, 

creeks, bay and ocean, take a buck-
et and barbecue tongs and pick up 
the garbage littering the roadside 
along your property line.
 Please? I’m not getting any 
younger and my back hurts.

John Kay
Woodside

Cyclists continue to get 
cold shoulder on Caltrain
 Editor:
 Caltrain is bumping more 
bicyclists now than ever, even 
though many trains have liter-
ally hundreds of empty seats.

 Caltrain doesn’t want anyone to 
know about the empty seats (staff 
has repeatedly told the Caltrain 
board the trains are full). Two con-
ductors on different days prohibited 
me from taking photographs on the 
train, stating it was against Caltrain 
policy, and one threatened to con-
fiscate my camera. Now not only 
are we denied boarding, we are also 
denied our civil rights.
 Caltrain management seems 
intent on driving away its most loyal, 
most environmentally responsible 
customers through abysmal service. 
Conductors told us they recently 
they received a memo saying that 

their jobs will be in jeopardy if they 
allow extra bikes on board above the 
stated capacity limit. 
 Many conductors used do just 
that, but now they are forced to 
deny service to customers with paid 
tickets, who need to get to work on 
time, who need to get home after 
work. We are left behind on the 
platform, often bumped from two 
or more trains in a row, while the 
trains pull away with empty seats. 
This has got to stop.

Shirley Johnson
(The writer is a leader of BIKES 

ONboard, a project of the San 
Francisco Bicycle Coalition.)

V I E W P O I N T

By Ernst Meissner

In the 1970s, Menlo Park gave its down-
town a big face-lift. Among the many 
improvements were a large number of 

planters with ground-level up-lights to pro-
vide year-round night-
time illumination
   Current lighting com-
ponents also include 20 
light kiosks with stained 
glass windows, backlit 
street names, and high 
crosswalk luminar-
ies, as well as low-glare 
post lights along the 
sidewalks. Lights in the 
median planters down 
the center of the street 
illuminate the trunks 

and underside of the canopy of mature London 
plane trees. All these lights (220 in total) are 
regularly monitored by volunteers and main-
tained by city staff.
 Now, however, changes in the landscaping, 
and new technology require a re-evaluation 
of the city’s downtown lighting. The Down-
town Group and the Holiday Committee, 
both sub-committees of the Chamber of 
Commerce, are proposing some changes in 

the downtown lighting program, including:
■ That the city continue to maintain all the 
downtown lighting noted 
above
■ That the city re-eval-
uate existing landscape 
up-lights and redirect or 
eliminate fixtures where 
appropriate
■ That LED lights be 
installed in 20 feature 
trees at key intersections 
for year-round illumina-
tion. Initial installation 
is to be funded by indi-
vidual donations, with 
ongoing maintenance by 
city staff
■ During the holiday 
season, the trunks and 
major branches of all 
trees in the center medi-
ans be outlined with 
mini-lights and that the 
median up-lights be tem-
porarily disconnected. The installation 
and removal of temporary mini-lights will 
be paid for by the Chamber of Commerce 
from funds collected for that purpose, and 

power to be provided by the city. 
 To give the public an idea of how Santa 
Cruz Avenue trees will look, a sample LED 
illuminated tree has been done at 863 Santa 
Cruz Avenue, and a sample of the seasonal 

tree mini-lighting can 
be seen in the median at 
the intersection of Santa 
Cruz Avenue and Chest-
nut Street.
  Please take an eve-
ning stroll along Santa 
Cruz Avenue, observe 
the sample trees, and 
let your imagination fill 
in the rest. We believe 
that a combination of 
new LED lighting and 
improved up-lighting 
will not only reduce 
energy and mainte-
nance costs but also 
greatly enhance the 
year-round appearance 
of our downtown, with 
the seasonal mini-lights 
in the medians provid-
ing a special ambiance 

during the holiday season.
Ernst Meissner is a longtime volunteer in 
the downtown beautification project. He 
lives on Johnson Street in Menlo Park.

By Jim Janz

As I finish out my year as Atherton’s 
mayor, I am also completing my 
second term on the city council. 

After 18 years of service on the council 
and the planning commission, I have 
decided to step down and allow others 
the opportunity to make a contribution 
to the town.
 At the beginning of my term as mayor, 
I delivered the “State of the City” address 
in January, urging the council to focus 
on the big issues and to focus more on 
the future than on the past or present. I 
encouraged the council to be proactive, 
to stop reacting to events, and to deal with 
issues before they become problems.
 In January I identified a range of 
issues before us, some that will take 
years to resolve, but here’s how we’ve 
begun to address some of them:
■ Examine the relationship between 
the council and staff in order to stream-
line administration, while maintaining 
adequate public oversight.

 In the last nine months we have hired a 
new city manager, who in turn has hired 
a new police chief, a new finance director 
and an assistant city manager. In 
March, we held our first-ever  City 
Council retreat and workshop, a 
two-day event.
 It was followed a few weeks 
later with a full-day retreat that 
included the council and senior 
staff. The goal of these meetings 
was to have the council focus 
on “big picture” items, and to 
develop confidence that the staff 
would operate the town services, 
and implement the goals and 
objectives that the council devel-
oped in the workshops.
 ■ Relations with other cities and dis-
tricts, public safety agencies, and high-
speed rail.
 We have developed relationships with 
our neighboring cities and districts that 
did not exist before. We now have a very 
friendly and effective working relation-

ship with our fire district — one that is 
probably the model for the district.
 We have also worked with Menlo Park 

and its council members on 
several issues at a joint meet-
ing in January and a study 
session on high-speed rail in 
September. In August, Ather-
ton joined Menlo Park, several 
rail groups, and the California 
Planning and Conservation 
League to challenge the ade-
quacy of the environmental 
impact report prepared for 
the high-speed rail project. 
This was done at no cost to 
either city, and by working 

together, the impact of each city’s voice 
was greatly enhanced.
 ■ Explored new opportunities for 
increasing revenue, housing and rede-
veloping neighboring areas.
 To meet fiscal needs and state housing 
requirements, I suggested that the city 
explore annexing some adjacent unin-

corporated areas. The tax support from 
even a limited amount of commercial 
development might be able to replace 
the parcel tax. And, annexation might 
provide the space for development of 
some multi-family housing that would 
help meet state requirements.
 The concept of annexing some adjacent 
areas has so far been favorably received by 
the county, Redwood City, and the Local 
Agency Formation Commission. I encour-
age the council to continue to work on these 
relationships, and to pursue this concept to 
see if a consensus can be developed.
 Finally, I want to say that there will 
be change, and the challenge ahead is to 
make sure those changes happen on our 
terms, not on someone else’s. My service 
to the town has been an educational and 
rewarding experience, and I can only 
wish equal satisfaction to my successors. I 
assume that Vice Mayor Jerry Carlson will 
be mayor next year, and I am confident 
that he, along with our new and very-
qualified city manager, Jerry Gruber, will 
do a terrific job.  
Jim Janz is currently mayor of 
Atherton

More sparkle for Santa Cruz Ave.

Atherton mayor looks back on the year
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Ernst Meissner

More sparkle would be added to 
downtown trees under a plan to 
upgrade lighting.
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To view these properties and others, please visit my website at www.tomlemieux.com

1618 Stanford Avenue, Menlo Park
Newly constructed 6-bedroom, 5-bath and 2-half-bath 
home in central Menlo on approximately 1/3 acre with 

level lawn; highly regarded local schools 
Offered at: $4,495,000

2124 Oakley Avenue, Menlo Park 
New luxury 5-bedroom, 4-bath home on two 

levels with beautiful hardwood floors and designer 
appointments; access to excellent Las Lomitas schools

Offered at $2,249,000

321 Camino al Lago, Menlo Park
Bordering Atherton, this exceptional 3-bedroom, 3-bath 

Craftsman features a 1-bedroom, 1-bath guesthouse; 
access to highly regarded Las Lomitas schools 

Offered at $1,849,000

600 Hobart Street, Menlo Park
Spacious 6-bedroom, 4.5-bath remodeled and  

updated home with beautifully landscaped gardens  
in West Menlo; access to excellent local schools

Offered at $3,250,000
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2156 Sterling Avenue, Menlo Park 
2-bedroom, 2-bath Carmel cottage-style home  

with extraordinary gardens and access to  
top-rated Las Lomitas schools

Offered at $1,295,000

360 Encinal Avenue, Menlo Park
4-bedroom, 3.5-bath home featuring refined 

French country living in Felton Gables; 
access to excellent local schools

Offered at $2,295,000
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