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ATHERTON - Beautiful custom home nestled on
gorgeous large lot in sought after W. Atherton neigh-
borhood. 5BR/4.5BA, elegant & spacious living and
dining rms, epicurean kitchen w/large breakfast rm;
incredible vaulted ceiling FR.

Elizabeth Daschbach $6,995,000

ATHERTON - Gorgeous traditional brick estate
home in desirable W. Atherton, on quiet cul-de-sac.
6 BD/5.5 BA main hse w/new gourmet kit, luxuri-
ous master ste. Sep 1BD/1BA gst hse features LR w/
fplace, full kit. Private landscaped acre. Pool, spa.
Virtual tour at www.plansandtours.com/ 3879

Elizabeth Daschbach $4,995,000

MENLO PARK - Located in the desirable Allied Arts
this 5BR/3.5BA home is surrounded by cottage-style gar-
dens. The flrpln offers formal LR & DR w/hrdwd flrs &
an updated kitchen w/window-lined eating area. A spa-
cious, lightilled, FR w/FP, plantation shutters & French
drs opens to a delightful patio & rear grounds.

Doyle Rundell $3,249,000

MENLO PARK - Prime W. Mcn]o on Athemm bor
der. Large home with space for in-law unit or au pair
quarters all rooms are large with plenty of closets. Family
room has pot belly brick fireplace. Living room is over-
sized. Floor plan is terrific for a large bustling family.

Maureen Love $1,995,000

MENLO PARK ThlS classu: 4BR/ 3BA ranchsstyle
home is located on one of the nicest streets in cenLral
Menlo Park. The open floor plan includes; hardwood
floors, updated BA’s, breakfast nook, formal DR & LR.

Steve Gray & Tim Kerns $1,850,000

ATHERTON

Wonderful remodeled 4BR home in prime
W. Atherton. Gourmet Kitchen, spacious
master, huge FR.
Elizabeth Daschbach $4,350,000
Price reduced on one of Atherton’s most
desirable streets, a stylish 4BR residence.

Tim Kerns $2,695,000

W. Atherton remodel or build new oppor-
tunity on large park-like setting.
Steve Gray $2,595,000

MENLO PARK

Set on a private lane near the Atherton
border w/4BR, 3BA, + an office or pos-
sible 5th BR.

Jami Arami $2,250,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW

Charming 3BR/2BA home blocks away
from Castro St! Located on a quiet street
across from a park.
Kristin Cashin $925,000

REDWOOD CITY

Lrg 3BR/2.5BA Mediterranean styled
townhome with large fenced patio area.
Quiet location.
Dana Cappiello $619,000
Newly Remodeled 3BR, 2-1/2 BA, Tile &
Hdwd Floors, New Landscaping.

Vivian Vella $549,000

Perfectly maintained, this 2BR/1BA condo
is ready to move into!

Dana Cappiello $399,000

Great Selection of Homes

Less Competition

Motivated Sellers

Great move up market

Now Is a Great Time
to Buy Real Estate!

This is the best market in years in lerms of choice. The supply of quality homes at
great prices means more choices than ever for buyers,

There are more houses on the market and fewer investors, Prices are favorable.
Sellers are eager to move and are offering great incentives to buyers,
Interest rates are still low by historic standards

Baving real estate is the best investment you can miake

‘alues have come down so the opportunity to buy up is significant.

Good market to take the time to make informed decisions

and negotiate better terms
Utilize the experience and resources of a real estate professional w vour sdvan tage,
cashin.com
Choose wisely.
MENLO PARK SAN CARLOS

Desirable 3BR/2.5BA town home in sought
after Menlo Park complex. Close to shop-
ping & downtown.
Elizabeth Daschbach $1,189,000
Charming 2BR/IBA situated in a desir-
able W. Menlo neighborhood. Gorgeous
Kitchen & BA'’s.
Babak Massoudi 31,188,888
Gorgeous tastefully remodeled light & bright
2BR/2BA condo w/garage. One level.
Suzanne Scott $787,500

Jim Massey

Located on a quite private lane is this spa-
cious 4BR/3BA well maintained home.
Debbie Lorell & Bob Johnston $1,398,000

WOODSIDE

Large acreage flag-lot, pre-approved for
one home site & offers an opport. to build.

$9,800,000

Beautiful 3BR/2BA home in central

Woodside on a large lot. With new BA’s,

LR & DR, a huge FR & in law unit.
Dana Cappiello $2,195,000

PALO ALTO - Desirably located on a storybook
street in Mid-town PA is a completely remodeled,
4BR/2.5BA home brimming w/exuberant light that
gently filters through its lavish windows. Generously
set back from the main thoroughfare.
Tim Kerns $1,749,000

I-?{?T

PALO ALTO - This charming 3BR/1BA Sterling
Gardens home is located on a desirable, tree lined
street, near Midtown, w/great neighborhood schools.
Possibilities abound for the entry level buyer, or for
those looking for a remodeling opportunity, w/a lot
that allows for expansion.

Leon Leong $899,000

REDWOOD CITY - Live in the Country! This
3BR/2.5 home is located next to Handley Rock Park
and is peaceful and tranquil. With two accessory
structures that can be used for an office or studio.
Possible pool site.

Dana Cappiello $1,288,888

WOODSIDE - This beautifully remodeled, 3BR/2BA
home is situated on a lushly landscaped lot near dwn-
twn Woodside. The master suite has Irg closets & an
updated BA. The sun-lit LR w/a wood-burning FP is
warm & inviting. The sep DR is light & spacious w/
easy access to the chef’s kitchen.

Ken & Carol Reeves $1,999,000

WOODSIDE - Beautiful 4 yr new Home 1BR/ 1BA +
bonus room ideal for office or wine cellar. High end
appliances. Bamboo hardwood floors, spa-tub sepa-
rate. Laundry room and huge wrap around deck.

Tony Fregoso $1,295,000
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This week’s news, features and community events.

ﬂbuwn‘ég; Hawsen

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. * (650) 365-5027 * Redwood City

Tracking the election

Portola Valley resident Grace Enright, 8, updates the U.S. map showing election results on Tuesday night,
Nov. 4, during an election night party at the home of Linda Yates and Paul Holland. Each state has small
squares initialed to denote the Republican (red) and Democratic (blue) victors in the primary elections. A
large square of either red or blue indicates the victor in the general election.

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

HEATHER MOORE PERSONALIZED JEWELRY
TRUNK SHOW THURSDAY, Nov. 13TH 10-7PM

FREE BLACKSTAMP ($40 VALUE)
WITH EVERY CHARM ORDERED
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B Voters choose McKeithen, Lewis for City
Council. Page 5
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B [s incumbents’ win a ‘mandate’? Page 5

B Residents preview plans for major water
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B Second workshop on noise set for this Sunday.
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cancer patients’ hope and determination.
Cover, Section 2

Also Inside

Around Town ......coceviiiiiiineneennn. 25
Calendar ........covviieinenneneeneenenns 27
Letters ..coveeeneeneineeneeeeneeneenaanns 18
ODbituaries . .ccovveeneeeeeereneeeneeennens 17
Police CallsS ......ccovviiierinenennennnnnn 17
Weddings. ..oooovvvinienenrennsscenennns 16

CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

For Classified ads, call 854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213

Display advertising: Ext. 233

Fax: 854-0677

to (no photos please):

On the cover

At the Oasis restaurant in Menlo Park on elec-
tion night, Barack Obama supporters react to
the news that he won the presidency. Photo by
Veronica Weber/The Almanac. See Page 5.
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adeaux

Unexpected pleasures,
sure-to-be treasures—
plus custom wrapping for gifts bought
at Cadeaux or elsewhere!

; A good wine, a ﬂ»@&uiﬁjﬂﬁ_ﬂ table...
Contentment!

Traditions Dining Room Sale Event
November 1 - 30

850 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 * 650.325.4849
TraditionsForTheHome.com
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A TOWN MARKET PLACE

ROBERTS MARKE T

SINCE 1889

. e

3[ﬁ5 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711
Open 6:30AM - 8PM

www.robertsmarket.com ¢ Order Online

DELI NS
Wobernts Manteot Thantsgiving Wenu 2008

3015 Woodside Road, Woodside, * Phone (650) 851- 1511 ¢ Fax (650) 529-2772
4420 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, * Phone (650) 851-1711 ¢ Fax (650) 851-2579

Stoniters & Sides Twrteeys

| ghea - Sale Dates: November 12, 13, 14, 15
- Special this week at Roberts

MEAT

(Please order turkeys
in advance or you may
miss this great deal)

Fresh and all natural

DIESTEL TURKEYS

FBRhINED" TURll(EYS S 4 5ﬂ PUMPKIN SQUASH SOUP FREE RANGE DIESTEL TURKEYS
resn ana a I'I(lfU.I'(l.. 12-14 LB. Savory with a hint of curry and cream . $9.25 per qt. Small (10-12 1bs) Serves 8-10 . . . ... .. $49.00
Please pre-order limited S 99 STUFFED BAKED BRIE )  large (16-18 1bs) Serves 14-16. . . . . ... $59.00
Trudmonul S(l.h, sugar, und herb b"ne- A/ With cranberry chutney .. . .. ... . .. WD * The Diestel turkeys are pre-roasted and will need
A" Iurkeys WI" be reudy fOI’ pl(k up 11 / 26 16-18 LB. ?V}:ffga?niﬁ?e (;‘sll‘ll:{l(zglﬁgfutter approximately 2 hours to re-heat at 300° in your oven.
Bulk Sausaae $6.00 per pint ............ $11.75 per qt. e
[ . T BRUSSELS SPROUTS pw;;//mp & é;ﬁuq
ROBERTS PORK CAMBRIDGE 7 Sautéed with Smokey bacon and French fried onions TRADITIONAL STUFFING
BUI_K PORK ITAI_I AN iy $ 5 98 $6.00 per pint ............ $11.75 per qt. With mushrooms, celery, onions, & water chestnuts
¢ Ib. ROASTED BUTTERNUT SQUASH $550 per pint. . ........... $10.75 per qt.
With apples and candied walnuts CORNBREAD STUFFING
RObenS Own S ] 5 98 $6.00 perpint ............ $11.75 per qt. With dried cranberries and apricots
WHIPPED POTATOES $550 perpint. ............ $10.75 per qt.
SMOKED SAI-MON DIP Traditional potatoes with butters & cream PORCINI MUSHROOM GRAVY
. $6.25 perpint. ............ $12.00 per qt. Rich and creamy
T S 98 FRESHMADE CRANBERRY SAUCE $6.25 perpint............. $12.00 per qt.
FRESHLY COOKED PRAWNS ] = lb. Delicious with  hint of orange ONION SAGE GRAVY
- $475perpint.............. $9.50 per qt. Red wine, caramelized onion and sage flavor this rich gravy
$6.25 perpint. ............ $12.00 per qt.
/&'/&, & On Sale p— - Dessents Dessents
GIANNA'S BAKERY RUBICON BAKERY
L) ST T e s SRR 1 S e o $1599 each  6"LemonTarts ............ $12.99 each
Apple, 4 Berry, Cherry Peach and Blueberry 6"Cakes. . ................ $14.99 each
FIJI NATURAL ARTESI AN WATER 8" Pecan Pies . .............. $16.99 each  Chocolate Cake, Chocolate Turtle,
J U ] 4 9 and Carrot Spice Cake
Liter — Also 500 ml 6 pack — Plus Calif. Redeem Value - 7‘;%911))1:31;’:;‘]21 o $12.49 cach  RublconLaBéte Noire ... $1759 cach

HORIZON ORGANIC SOFT SPREAD CREAM CHEESE SN > Q-

Reg. $11.99,

Fresh

PRODUCE*\:I‘;‘:

Ny M Wi
8 oz. — Also Reduced Fat ] — M 1 ne
]I!EWMAN'S OWN ORGANIC CALIFORNIA RAISINS  § 3@ Wine Super Savers
0Z.
2006 Hess Chardonnay, Monterey
STOUFFER'S I.EAN CUISINE I.ASAGNE WITH MEAT Sz 39 Looking for an affordable alternative this holiday season?
10 oz. — Also Spaghetti — Chicken Florentine — Here's our most popular Chardonnay at an unbeatable price. Stock up!
|_U LE PETIT E(O”ER DARK (HOCOLA‘[E S 49 2007 Mark West Pinot Noir, California Reg. $11.99,
5 0z. — Also Milk Chocolate 2— For our money, nothing pulls together a Thanksgiving dinner better
than Pinot Noir. You won't find a better deal anywbhere!
ARM & HAMMER 2X LIOUID LAUNDRY DETERGENT 499 gL
50 oz. — Also Essentials — Sensitive Skin £ = =
The election has arrived and the holiday season is upon us. It’s time to celebrate. What better
~ % way to kick off the festivities than a (or a few) bottles of delicious refreshing sparkling wine!
* * Here are some special pricing to soften the blow. ;
k California Sale $1499 |
ORGANIC CAULIFLOWER |

Domaine Chandon Brut Classic, Blanc du Noirs, Rose - Reg. $17.99,
An American Icon. Great value!

Reg. $39.99,  Sale $2999 |

_ Nicolas Feuillate Brut, Champagne -
Clip Top / X 5 9 c Fresh, crisp, lemony with chalky complexity. i
lOOSE CARROTS “ / Ib. Henriot Brut Souverain, Champagne - Reg. $4199,  Sale $3399 i
o From parent company of Veure Clicquet comes this fine, pure, creamy and smooth traditional |
Oregon Red Y bubbly. Great!

D'ANJOU PEARS .

L. 996
2 99¢, |

Jose Dhondt Brut Blanc du Blancs, Champagne - Reg. $4799,  Sale $59 99 | L
A toasty, vibrant 100% Chardonnay stunner. Pinpoint bubbles and a long, focused finish. *

-

—

Lunch Box Size Organics

GOLD DELICIOUS APPI.ES
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Local News

MENLO PARK

ATHERTON

WooDsIDE |

PoRTOLA VALLEY

Many locals excited about historic election

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

he words “President-elect

Barack Obama” must be

sounding pretty good to
a majority of local voters. The
Midpeninsula, like the rest of
San Mateo County, voted over-
whelmingly to send Mr. Obama
to the White House.

Schoolchildren cast ballots
in mock elections, locals dug
deep into their pocket books to
contribute to campaigns, and
it seemed like there were more
signs for presidential candidates
than for local candidates in
Menlo Park.

In San Mateo County, 74 per-
cent of voters cast their ballots
for Mr. Obama, with 25 percent
voting for John McCain. In
Menlo Park, the vote was 8,754
votes for Mr. Obama to 2,493 for
Mr. McCain; in Atherton, 1,948
votes to 1,412; in Portola Valley,
1,592 to 649; and in Woodside,
1,611 to 887.

All the drama on the national
political stage made it a little
difficult to focus on local elec-
tions — even for some of the
candidates.

Atherton City Council can-
didate David Henig called it “a
great night,” despite the fact
that he lost his own election.

He spent election night with his
family at Santa Clara County
Democratic headquarters, and
was able to see the election
called for Mr. Obama before he
had to return home to put his
kids to bed.

“It was very exciting,” he said.

Kelly Fergusson and Andy
Cohen, candidates for two City
Council seats in Menlo Park, gath-
ered with supporters at The Oasis
restaurant as the election results
poured in. They shuttled between
the main room, where a television
broadcast national results, and
an enclosed booth, where they
tracked early results in the City
Council race on a laptop.

Ms. Fergusson leapt to her feet
and shouted along with the pro-
Obama crowd when MSNBC
called the race for Mr. Obama
shortly after 8 p.m., when
California polls closed. Mr.
Cohen slipped outside to call his
brother, who lives in Ohio.

Both candidates learned later
in the evening that they had
been re-elected.

Ms. Fergusson called the day
— and the fact that she won a
council seat in the same elec-
tion that swept Mr. Obama into
office — a “once in a lifetime”
experience.

But sharing a ballot with Mr.
Obama also had its drawbacks,

Voters chose McKeithen,
Lewis for City Council

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

beth Lewis, Atherton voters

chose a seasoned, two-term
incumbent and a challenger who
wants to take the town in a new
direction.

Ms. McKeithen won the most
votes — 1,507 — in a four-way
race for two seats. Ms. Lewis, who
co-owns a commercial property
management company with her
husband, won the second seat
with 1,410 votes.

Challengers David Henig, an
architect and recent resident of
Atherton, and Richard “Dick”
Moore, Atherton’s former police
chief and city manager, tied for
third. The latest count, as of Nov.
7, showed Mr. Henig and Mr.
Moore with 1,066 votes each. Also
on the ballot was Sam Goodman,

In Kathy McKeithen and Eliza-

Photo by Veronica Weber/The Almanac
Candidate Barack Obama speaks to
Google employees in November 2007.

she said.

“It was a real challenge to
campaign in a presidential (elec-
tion) year. The attention is really
focused at the top of the ticket.”

Atherton Councilman Charles
Marsala, a member of the county
Republican Central Committee,
was even able to generate some
enthusiasm for the victorious
Democratic candidate.

Presidential race: local vote

Obama McCain
Atherton 1,948 1,412
Menlo Park 8,754 2,493
Portola Valley 1,592 649
Woodside 1,611 887
San Mateo County 166,334 56,100

San Mateo County Elections Office, Nov. 10, 2008.

“Being from the South
and talking to some
people there, 'm very
impressed with the
enthusiasm that his
campaign brought to a
lot of the people there.
He really inspired a lot of
people,” said Mr. Marsa-
la, a Louisiana native.

Mr. Marsala, who works on a
number of green causes, said he
felt an Obama presidency could
be positive for the nation’s envi-
ronmental concerns.

A poignant moment

The election of an African Ameri-
can to the nation’s highest office was
particularly poignant for Menlo
Park resident Henry Organ.

“As an alumnus of the Civil
Rights Movement, I have always
felt going to the voting booth (as
opposed to mailing in a ballot)
to be a spiritual pilgrimage,” he
wrote to The Almanac. “T was so
overwhelmed on this occasion.”

He credited Mr. Obama’s
influence for motivating the
young poll workers of diverse
ethnicities that he saw at his
polling place, he said.

Over lunch on Thursday, Nov.
6, at Menlo Park’s Senior Center
in the Belle Haven neighborhood,
James McAdoo expressed guarded
optimism about the prospect of an
Obama presidency.

“Of course it makes me feel

See OBAMA, page 8

Atherton City Council

/ Kathy McKeithen 1,507
/Elizabeth Lewis 1,410
David Henig 1,066

Richard “Dick” Moore 1,066

Sam Goodman had dropped out of the race.

|/= winner

who dropped out of the race, but
still received 374 votes.

While candidates didn’t team
up to run as a slate, all three chal-
lengers were critical of the council
and Ms. McKeithen during the
campaign.

However, once the campaigning
was over, both winners struck a
conciliatory tone.

“I'think that was just campaign-
ing. All of that you have to put

See ATHERTON page 8

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

Menlo Park City Council

members Andy Cohen and
Kelly Fergusson asked voters to
give them four more years to real-
ize their vision for the city.

Now that they have their wish,
residents will get to see how that
vision plays out.

“I see this as an endorsement
by the voters of the direction the
council has taken, and of our
priorities,” Ms. Fergusson said
the morning after the election.
“We’ll see when the final vote
totals come in, but this is a very
strong result. It’s hard not to see
this as a mandate.”

The vote count as of Monday
shows Ms. Fergusson with 6,648
votes; Mr. Cohen with 5,552; and
Mr. Ciardella with 4,443.

Ms. Fergusson and Mr. Cohen
have both stressed patience in the

In their bids for re-election,

Is incumbents’ win a

mandate?

Menlo Park City Council

/Kelly Fergusson 6,648
v/ Andy Cohen 5,552
Richard Ciardella 4,443

Source: San Mateo County Elections Office

/: winner

city’s planning efforts, especially
when it comes to developing the
downtown and industrial areas.
Voters apparently agreed with
their assessment that it’s necessary
to build consensus about what
residents want to see in the city’s
downtown area, along Fl Camino
Real, and in the industrial area
east of US. 101 — even if that
means it will take some time
before changes are apparent.
Rick Ciardella, challenging
for one of the two council
seats, had criticized the council
for delaying potential develop-

Andy Cohen

Kelly Fergusson

ment projects. He argued that
the council’s predilection for
long-term studies — espe-
cially the costly “re-visioning”
project along El Camino Real,
which is not expected to be
completed until late 2010 —
was unfair to developers, and
deprived the city of sales-tax
revenue. He called for more
“fill-in” projects on El Camino
Real and criticized the council
for not acting more quickly

See MENLO PARK, page 8
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Our Family Gives
to Packard Children’s Hospital...

Because of the Gift it Gave to Us.

Our son, Alexander, was born with a near fatal

condition known as hydrops, which filled his

tiny body with fluid. Thanks to the expert care
from Packard’s team of doctors and nurses,

Alexander’s life was saved.

Please join us in making a gift to Packard
Children’s. Your support will bring the most
advanced care to any child in our community.
And that can make a world of difference to

families like ours.

Support YOUR Children’s Hospital
Visit www.supportLPCH.org

Lucile Packard -

@
Children’s Hospital V
et o suprort YOUR
\\/ CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
Lucile Packar

CHILDREN"'S
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David Boesch named county manager

Former Menlo Park city man-
ager David S. Boesch Jr. will
become county manager of
San Mateo County, succeed-
ing longtime manager John L.
Matbie when he retires Dec.
30, the Board of Supervisors
announced Nov. 6.

Mr. Boesch was city man-
ager of Menlo Park from 2000
until February 2007, when he
was appointed assistant county
manager. He lives in Menlo Park
with his wife, Carrie, and their
teenage son, Alexander.

The five members of the Board
of Supervisors voted unani-
mously for Mr. Boesch.

“All of us on the Board have
been impressed with Dave’s
ability to deliver results and his
ideas for more efficiently deliv-

ering services,” board president
Adrienne Tissier said in a press
release.

In a written statement, Mr.
Boesch said that, although he
believes the county government
is run efficiently and delivers
services effectively, “there’s no
question we’re facing challeng-
ing economic times.

“This presents us with an
opportunity to engage residents,
companies and partners in new
and creative ways to pursue our
shared vision and build on our
common values.”

Since joining the county staff,
Mr. Boesch has focused on areas
including the redesign of the
health-care system to increase
the public’s access to services
and insurance, according to the

press release. He also has worked
on plans to replace the Women’s
Correctional Center.

Mr. Boesch grew up in Wash-
ington, D.C., graduated in 1979
from the University of Utah
with a bachelor’s degree in
urban planning, and received
a master’s degree in public
administration from the John F.
Kennedy School of Government
at Harvard University.

He was director of commu-
nity development for the city of
Nashua, New Hampshire, and
in 1996 moved West to become
director of community develop-
ment for the city of Sunnyvale.

The Board of Supervisors
plans to vote on a contract and
compensation package for Mr.
Boesch on Now. 18.

Sam Perry of MP is Oprah’s ‘Mystery Man’

The man who lent his shoulder
to a teary-eyed Oprah Winfrey
during Barack Obama’s victory
rally in Chicago on the night of
Nov. 4? That would be would be
Sam Perry of Menlo Park.

Mr. Perry, a start-up consultant,
had worked as a volunteer in the
Silicon Valley for Obama office.

“It’s your typical 15 minutes
of fame,” he told the Mercury
News. “But the key thing that

I'm fascinated with is how these
images going around the world
kind of resonate with people.”
The day after the election, Ms.
Winfrey thanked Mr. Perry on
her show for letting her lean on
his shoulder, calling him only
“Mr. Man” because she didn’t
know his name. Mr. Perry told
the Mercury News that his wife
called shortly thereafter to say
that news crews had staked out

their house on Hobart Street.

Mr. Perry appeared on Ms.
Winfrey’s show on Friday, wear-
ing the same jacket he had worn
to the rally — to show her that
she had not, in fact, stained it
with mascara.

Mr. Perry can be spotted
around town walking his golden
retriever, and sometimes push-
ing his son’s stroller, according
to neighbor Jim Schott.

Charter school petitioners get hearing

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

etitioners seeking to open
PEverest Charter High

School in September 2009
continued their quest for a
charter, and Everest’s opponents
continued their quest to deny it
as both sides made brief presen-
tations to the San Mateo County
Board of Education on Wednes-
day, Nov. 5.

From a packed audience, about
35 speakers opposed the charter
and 25 spoke for it. About half
of the opponents were union-
ized teachers from the Sequoia
Union High School District,
which includes Menlo-Atherton
and Woodside high schools.

The board listened but did not
act. A staff report is due Nov. 21
and will be available at www.smcoe.
kl2.ca.us. A vote on the charter
is scheduled for Dec. 8, board
spokesman Porter Sexton said.

Everest would be modeled on
Summit Preparatory Charter
High School, a six-year-old Red-
wood City public school. School
officials tout Summit’s ethnic
diversity, small classes, economy
— Summit spends about $2,000
less per year per student than
the Sequoia district — and

admission rates of over 95 per-
cent to four-year colleges.

Admission to Summit is by lot-
tery, as required when there are
more applicants than space. For
2007-08, there were 3.25 appli-
cants for each of the 100 freshman
seats, school officials say.

Opponents branded Summit’s
college admission and testing
statistics as evidence of exclusiv-
ity. Charters are unnecessary in
a district that sends equivalent
percentages to college, including
two-year schools, and they drain
resources for low-achieving stu-
dents, they said.

Special-needs students, they
said, though not rejected at
Summit, are locked out because
the four-year-college focus
includes many advanced-place-
ment classes. Everest, too, would
be exclusive, they said, noting as
an example the requirement that
all students study Mandarin.

“Please don’t take away from
the many to give to the few,” said
Valerie Gibbs, an art teacher at
Redwood Continuation High
School, a school for students
who need more time to earn
diplomas.

“When we lose these resourc-
es, we lose our ability to get
every student to take the path

that they need to go on,” Sequoia
High School teacher Kate Shee-
han said.

For every 100 students attend-
ing a charter, the district pays the
charter about $800,000, but the
district saves $400,000 in over-
head costs such as for teachers,
former interim assistant super-
intendent Don Gielow has said.

Everest backers noted their
own or their children’s learning
difficulties and bad attitudes
and how charters did or would
meet their needs.

One couple, Marilyn and
Tom, said they’ve toured com-
prehensive schools and Summit
Prep to find a place for their
eighth-grade daughter who has a
high IQ but also learning prob-
lems, including attention deficit
disorder.

She needs a small school like
Everest, Marilyn said. “My hope
is that people have the opportu-
nity to choose (based on) what a
student needs.”

Michael, a Summit senior
spoke of his poor grades and bad
attitude as an eighth-grader and
how things have changed.

“Now I'm going to be going to
college,” he said. “I'm going to be

See EVEREST, page 9

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

New 2009

Conforming Loan Limits

Q: Is the current conform-
ing loan limit going to be
extended through 20092

A: Noj; the amount will be lower.
The Federal Housing Finance Agency
just announced that the Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac conforming loan
limits for 2009, i.e., the limit on the
size of a mortgage which Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac will purchase and/
or guarantee, will be lower than the
current level of $729,750. In Santa
Clara and San Mateo Counties the
2009 conforming loan limit will be
$625,500. Most of the country will
have loan limits of $417,000. The San
Francisco Bay Area is classified as a
High Cost Area and therefore higher
limits are allowed.

With the continuing turmoil in
the financial markets and the tight
lending climate, mortgage interest
rates have been more or less holding
firm. A 30 year fixed-Conforming
loan is in the range of 6.30% and a
15 year fixed-Conforming loan is in
the range of 5.85%. A 30 year Jumbo
loan is in the range of 6.95%. This is
higher than it has been in the recent
past but still relatively low when
viewed historically.

Many adjustable-rate mortgage
loans that were originated in 2004 are
going to reset in 2009. If you have such
a loan you should contact your lender
to find out what the new adjusted rate
is likely to be. Pre-planning is key to
riding out this bumpy economic time.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
Lalso offer a free market analysis of your property.

ENGELBART AND THE DAWN
OF INTERACTIVE COMPUTING
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continued from page 5

good,” said Mr. McAdoo, who
said he served for 18 years on
the Las Pulgas Committee,
which advises the city on com-
mercial development as well as
activities and programs in Belle
Haven. “Maybe this country has
a chance to heal itself.”

Mr. McAdoo, 83, said that Mr.
Obama’s election represents a
step in the right direction for
race relations in America. But he
also said that he was careful not
to expect too much.

“We have come a long way, but
we have come a long way under
a cloud,” Mr. McAdoo said.
“Segregation used to be blatant.
That’s not true anymore, but it
still exists.”

Mr. McAdoo did, however,
see the potential for the kind
of change that Mr. Obama has
championed.

“This could be a turning
point, if America is listening,”
he said.

Several Hispanic seniors sit-
ting around another table at the
center were less guarded.

“We’re going to take this
country back,” Maria Ramirez
said, adding that her entire
family voted for Mr. Obama.
Ms. Ramirez said she hopes Mr.
Obama will narrow the divide
between rich and poor.

“It’stoo late for me, but this elec-
tion gives me great hope for my
children,” Margarita Vargas said.

Jose Alcarras said that six of
his sons had lost their houses in
the mortgage crisis, and that he
hopes Mr. Obama will stop the
foreclosures and put Americans
back in their homes.

Children weigh in

David Laurance, the principal
of Beechwood private school in
Menlo Park’s Belle Haven neigh-
borhood, said the election had his
students’ parents more enthusias-
tic and engaged than he’s seen in
his 15 years with the school. The
school has been encouraging par-
ents to discuss the election with
their kids, he said.

Many schools held mock elec-
tions for students. Beechwood
opted for the simple strategy of
using photos of Mr. McCain and
Mr. Obama, so even the kinder-
garteners could participate, said
Mr. Laurance. For eighth grad-
ers at Hillview Middle School
in Menlo Park, election day was
more sophisticated. Different
classes represented swing states,
and the outcome of their mock
elections earned Electoral Col-
lege votes for their candidates,
said Principal Mike Moore.

Portola Valley views

Two Portola Valley residents
had some kind words for Mr.
Obama, but voted for Repub-

lican candidate Mr. McCain
despite some misgivings.

Bernie Bayuk questioned Mr.
McCain’s judgment in picking
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin for his
vice president, given the list of
crises facing the country, but
called her “a delightful lady.”

While he was impressed by
Mr. Obama — “a man that you
seldom see who can articulate
convincingly and believably” —
Mr. Bayuk voted for Mr. McCa-
in, in large part in response to
Mr. Obama’s comment to “Joe
the Plumber” about spreading
the wealth.

“I'm afraid of the concept of
someone, even a great man,
deciding who has too much
and who has too little and then
deciding to take from that per-
son who, in his opinion, has too
much and give it to a person
who, in his opinion, has too
little,” he said.

Bill Lane, ambassador to Aus-
tralia during Ronald Reagan’s
first term and a self-described
moderate Republican who has
worked for and supported Dem-
ocrats, said he voted for Mr.
McCain in light of his years of
experience and his potential to
revitalize the U.S. image abroad
and end the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

“To his credit, I think he’ll
work awfully hard,” Mr. Lane
said of Mr. Obama. “I think he’ll
lean over backwards to try to be
accommodating to the Republi-
cans. He took several Republi-
can states, but those states may
have turned over for this elec-
tion (only). I think he’s going to
be mindful of that politically.
He doesn’t have a huge margin
in Congress.”

Portola Valley resident Ed
Wells said he never looked back
after deciding on Mr. Obama.
“From the beginning, it was
really evident that he could pick
good people to organize his
campaign (and) that he would
change the perception of the
United States internationally,”
he said. “I think that he’s young
and vigorous and has got a lot of
smarts.”

Ruth Wilcox, also of Portola
Valley, voted for Mr. Obama.
His rhetorical skills will be key
to advancing his domestic and
international agendas, she said.

Asked if there is a role for
Republicans in Mr. Obama’s
plans, she replied: “I think there
has to be. I think that was the
reason that so many Repub-
licans voted for Obama. Sen.
McCain says ‘Country first,
but his party has been acting
as ‘Party first’. ... We need the
Republicans working with the
Democrats to get things going.”

Almanac staff writers Sean How-
ell and Dave Boyce contributed to
the report. B
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By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

he relative ease with which
TKelly Fergusson and Andy

Cohen won re-election
on Nov. 4, preserving the Menlo
Park City Council’s 4-1 “major-
ity;” begs the question: What has
become of the Jellins-Duboc-
Winkler coalition that controlled
the council from 2002 to 2006?

Many viewed this election as a
chance for supporters of the for-
mer council members to put up
two candidates to challenge Mr.
Cohen and Ms. Fergusson for
the two open seats, potentially
joining John Boyle to form a new
council majority.

But only one candidate, Rick
Ciardella, emerged. In campaign
mailers and on his Web site, Mr.
Ciardella maintained that the
current council had acted too
slowly to bring development

MP election season eerily quiet

Members of previous council
majority say they weren’t involved.

to Menlo Park, and challenged
the council’s spending patterns
as unsustainable — allegations
that former councilwoman Lee
Duboc has also made, in a series
of e-mails.

Councilman John Boyle, who
ran onaslate with Ms. Dubocand
former councilwoman Mickie
Winkler in 2006, endorsed Mr.
Ciardella and donated to his
campaign, but both Ms. Duboc
and Ms. Winkler said that they
had not been involved. They
did not publicly endorse Mr.
Ciardella, though both said they
thought he would make a good
council member.

“I don’t know who’s support-
ing Rick,” Ms. Duboc said.

While Mr. Ciardella’s defeat
could be interpreted as a sign
that the views held by the for-
mer majority — widely thought
to be pro-business and pro-
development — don’t have as

much political currency in the
city as they used to, it can also
be viewed more as a reflection of
the candidates themselves than
of their political philosophies.
Ms. Fergusson’s and Mr. Cohen’s
status as incumbents seemed
to play in their favor, and Ms.
Fergusson in particular ran a
tenacious campaign.

Mr. Ciardella, meanwhile,
seemed to have trouble convey-
ing a consistent message. He was
reticent with the press, and he
said during a candidates’ forum
that he approved of several deci-
sions by the current council that
he had earlier derided.

Ms. Duboc said she had
approached several residents to
see if they might be interested
in running for a council seat,
but that she was unable to find
anyone who was willing to run.

“It’s hard to get anybody
interested,” Ms. Duboc said. “I
don’t blame them. It’s a lot of
work, and some people really
get attacked.” B

MENLO PARK

continued from page 5

to find tenants for the blighted
string of abandoned auto dealer-
ships along the thoroughfare.

His message apparently did
not resonate with enough voters,
as he finished a distant third to
Ms. Fergusson and Mr. Cohen.

Judging by the election results,
Mr. Cohen’s and Ms. Fergusson’s
pledge to represent the entire
community, rather than just
their supporters, appeared to
hit a chord with voters. Though
Rich Cline and Heyward Rob-
inson joined them in 2006 to
form what is widely viewed as
a four-person majority, voters
apparently did not see a need
to balance the council by elect-
ing Mr. Ciardella, who had the
support of council “minority”
member John Boyle.

The morning after the elec-

tion, Ms. Fergusson stressed
that the council would maintain
an “inclusive, civil tone in our
civic debate.”

And Mr. Cohen said he did not
view his re-election as an excuse
to dismiss the issues raised by Mr.
Ciardella and his supporters.

“I plan to reach out once again
to Rick Ciardella and tell him I
have heard what he said,” Mr.
Cohen said. “I don’t have imme-
diate solutions to the problems
he points out, but I'm willing to
search for them.”

“After an election, there are
always some disappointed peo-
ple,” Mr. Cohen added. “It’s up to
us to represent everybody on this
council. Those are the thoughts
I've been having since last night.”

On Wednesday afternoon, Mr.
Ciardella said that he had indeed
spoken to Mr. Cohen, though he
declined to elaborate.

“It has been a great experience,

and I appreciate those voters
who supported the campaign,”
Mr. Ciardella said. “Over the
last few months, I especially
enjoyed meeting new people on
the campaign trail and recon-
necting with old friends.”

Ms. Fergusson and Mr. Cohen
spent part of election night with
supporters at The Oasis restau-
rant on El Camino Real and
Cambridge Avenue, splitting their
attention between the presidential
election and the City Council race.
They celebrated when the major
news networks called the election
for Mr. Obama, shortly after Cali-
fornia polls closed at 8 p.m. Later,
they retreated to a booth to check
the early results of the council race
on a laptop.

“Is this where I get my blood
pressure checked?” Mr. Cohen
cracked as he stepped into the
booth, after being summoned
by supporters. B

ATHERTON

continued from page 5

aside,” Ms. McKeithen said.

Ms. McKeithen said she respect-
ed the will of voters that placed
both her and challenger Ms. Lewis
on the council. “She certainly
seems to be a hard worker, and I
hope we can work together for the
common good,” Ms. McKeithen
said of Ms. Lewis.

Ms. Lewis said she was look-
ing forward to working with Ms.
McKeithen on the council. “She’s
been a dedicated public servant,”
Ms. Lewis said. “I'm honored to

serve the citizens of Atherton. As
I've said all along, I will work to
find the common ground for the
greatest good.”

As she starts her third term,
Ms. McKeithen becomes the most
senior member of the five-person
City Council. Charles Marsala has
served six years, and Jerry Carlson
for nearly three years. Rounding
out the council is Jim Dobbie, who
beat Ms. Lewis in a vigorously con-
tested special election held in June.

There is any number of tough
issues facing Atherton in the com-
ing year. The City Council has
vehemently opposed the Califor-

nia high-speed rail plan to send
trains through the Peninsula along
the Caltrain corridor that bisects
the town. Voters approved a state
bond measure to begin funding
the massive project that will build
a high-speed rail line from San
Francisco to Los Angeles.

There are the perennial issues of
road repairs and drainage problems,
and big questions on how — and
whether — to replace the five-year
parcel tax that funds infrastructure
projects. Atherton officials are also
trying to drum up public support for
a sorely needed replacement for the
town hall and police station. &
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High-speed rail measure passes,
to dismay of local opponents

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

ome local residents were
Sunhappy to learn that Cali-

fornia Proposition 1A, the
$9.95-billion bond measure to
provide the first wave of funding
to run high-speed, all-electric
trains between San Francisco and
Los Angeles, passed on Election
Day. The latest statewide count
shows that it was approved by 52
percent of voters.

Under the proposed plan, trains
would shoot up the Caltrain cor-
ridor to San Francisco — right
through Menlo Park and Ather-
ton. Some residents are concerned
about the impact of the project,
which would require the state
to dig a trench or build a berm
through the heart of those cities to
accommodate grade separations.

Despite concerns about local
impacts, 57.6 percent of Menlo
Park voters voted in favor of the
proposition, according to the San
Mateo County Elections Office.

High-speed rail measure

YES NO
San Mateo County 61.1% 38.9%
Menlo Park 6,322 4,654
Atherton 1,532 1,749

Source: San Mateo County
Elections Office

Only 46.7 percent Atherton voters
approved it.

Menlo Park resident Martin
Engel, a longtime opponent of the
proposition, wrote in an e-mail to
supporters that he was dismayed
to learn that the bond measure
had passed, though not entirely
surprised.

“Most of those who favored this
bond issue voted for something
that they did not understand and
substituted a wishful fantasy for
reality,” Mr. Engel wrote in an
e-mail to fellow opponents of the
proposition. “It promises to be,
in my mind, a calamity of as yet
unrealized dimension.”

Challenger wins health board seat

Incumbent Malcolm
MacNaughton of Woodside has
lost his seat on the Sequoia
Healthcare District board to
Kim Griffin, a Menlo Park nurse,
according to semi-official results
posted by the county on Nov. 7.

Incumbent Kathleen “Katie”
Kane will retain her seat.

The race for the two four-year
seats had an unusual aspect to
it with the candidacy of Jack
Hickey, who already sits on the
board and has two years left to
his term. Mr. Hickey, a Liber-
tarian, advocates abolishing the
district — part of his platform

from the beginning. He had
hoped to unseat an incumbent
and demonstrate that voters
support his idea to dismantle
the district, he said during the
campaign. He had planned to
resign from the seat he now
holds had he won last week.

Although he failed in his bid,
he came close, with just 667 votes
separating him and Ms. Griffin.

The semi-official vote tally is:
Ms. Kane, 27,334 (28.21 percent);
Ms. Griffin, 24,045 (24.82 per-
cent); Mr. Hickey, 23,378 (24.13
percent); and Mr. MacNaughton,
22,127 (22.84 percent).

EVEREST

continued from page 7

a success because of Summit.”

“My grades rose tons,” he add-
ed. “(Now) I want to be someone.
I want to be a member of society
and I want to contribute.”

Better learning does happen
in smaller classes, Sequoia High
School foreign language teacher
Molly Nixon said, and charter
schools are attractive for that
reason. The issue, she said, is
how public funds are spent.

“Summit does not serve an
academically diverse population
of students,” she said.

Laurie Stapleton, a graduate
student at Stanford University’s
teacher education program,
challenged that assertion. A
curriculum based on Summit
practices is in use at Stanford-

run FEast Palo Alto Academy
High School, she said.

Most Summit teachers studied
at Stanford. “Stanford student
teachers are specifically trained
to serve students who are vastly
diverse,” Ms. Stapleton said.

If the county board approves
Everest’s charter, the Sequoia
district will have to fund its
operating budget and offer
facilities. &

Both the Atherton and Menlo
Park city councils had passed
resolutions against the measure,
and both have joined a lawsuit
to oppose it on environmental
grounds.

Atherton Councilwoman
Kathy McKeithen, who just won
re-election to a third term, said
that it’s in Atherton’s best inter-
ests to continue with the suit. “It
means they have to listen to us,”
she said.

Menlo Park Councilman Hey-
ward Robinson said that Menlo
Park would continue with the
suit, as well. But he also said
that the city would work with
the state if and when the project
gets under way.

Menlo Park Councilman John
Boyle — the only member of
either city’s council to publicly
support the proposition — said
that he was pleased it see it pass.
“Now comes the hard part:
making sure that it gets done,
and that it gets done right,” Mr.
Boyle said. &

Proposition 8 (local vote)

YES NO
San Mateo County 84,706 139,927
Atherton 1,321 2,042
Menlo Park 3,101 8,247
Portola Valley 616 1,639
Woodside 874 1,658

This proposition amends the state
constitution to specify that only
marriage between a man and a woman
is valid or recognized in California.
Source: San Mateo County Elections
Office, Nov. 10, 2008

Meeting on
Habitat project

Habitat for Humanity will hold
a meeting Thursday night, Nov.
13, to solicit feedback from local
residents about a proposed devel-
opment on Terminal Avenue.

The proposal details plans for 22
affordable three-bedroom houses,
according to a press release.

The meeting will be held at 7
p-m. in the Menlo Park Senior
Center on 110 Terminal Ave.

Incumbents win school board race

County voters returned incum-
bents to the two open San Mateo
County Board of Education seats.

Guillermo (Memo) Morantes
of Menlo Park defeated Noria
Zasslow in the run for the Area
7 seat, which includes Menlo
Park, Atherton, Portola Val-
ley and Woodside. The semi-

official results posted Nov. 7
give Mr. Morantes 103,555 votes
(65.16 percent) to Ms. Zasslow’s
55,380 votes (34.84 percent).
Rod Hsiao retained his Area
4 seat with 111,022 votes (67.55
percent), with A. Angeles regis-
tering 53,334 votes (32.45 per-
cent) in the semi-official tally.

Menlo School

Why Menlo School? Come Find Out.

Middle School Open Houses: 12/4/08 6:30 pm
Upper School Open Houses: 12/7/08 1:00 pm

PAMRE 4 ———
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Menlo School is an

independent coeduca-

tional school serving 750
students in grades six
through twelve.We offer

a rigorous, engaging,
academic curriculum
complemented by out-
standing creative arts
and athletics programs.

50 Valparaiso Avenue, Atherton, CA 94027 « 650.330.2000 ext. 2600

www.menloschool.org

THANKSGIVING
PUBLIC

SALE

$90,000,000 HANDMADE RUGS MUST GO

Over 10,000 HANDMADE rugs, New and Antique in all sizes and all
shapes up to palace size rugs including round, square and hall runners.

650-329-9020 / 1-800-300-RUGS 323 University Ave. Palo Alto, CA 94301
9AM to 7PM Monday through Saturday 12PM to 6PM Sunday
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Online.
A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

(elia's Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto (650) 843-0643
1850 EI Camino, Menlo Park (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com
Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-(ocina Mexicana

2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

(offee & Tea

(onnoisseur Coffee (o.

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.
Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.
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Supes seek probe of investment pool losses

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ith local school dis-
tricts and other agen-
cies in the county hav-

ing lost a total of $155 million
from the recent collapse of
Lehman Brothers investment
bank, the Board of Supervisors
is seeking an outside analysis of
decisions made in the county
treasurer’s office and of the
policies and practices for the
county’s investment pool.

The five-member board gave
its unanimous approval on
Tuesday, Nov. 4, to a resolu-
tion that authorizes the county
manager to solicit proposals
from financial advisers for “an
independent perspective” on the
treasurer’s office decisions in the
months leading up to the Sept.
15 Lehman bankruptcy.

The board voted after hearing
from and questioning Treasurer
Lee Buffington. Responding to
criticism that school districts
had been unaware of the pool’s
stake in Lehman securities, Mr.
Buffington acknowledged not
having kept them in the loop.
“T’ll take full responsibility for
that,” he said.

As for Lehman, it was “a per-
fect storm,” he added. “It just
doesn’t happen. We’ve been
doing this for 23 years. Nobody’s
lost any money prior to this
point. ... The situation with
Lehman was such a surprise to
everybody. The big guys are in
the same boat we were.”

Some school districts lost mil-
lions. The Sequoia Union High
School District took a $6.5 mil-
lion hit, about 7 percent of its
$92 million annual budget. The
Menlo Park City School District
lost $3.5 million, or 14 per-
cent. Other local districts lost
between 1.3 and 2.3 percent.

The schools had been cutting
back and boosting reserves in
anticipation of a bad budget year,
County Superintendent of Schools
Jean Holbrook told the board.
“Those funds and more have now
been eroded,” she said.

“Taxpayers in San Mateo
County have generously sup-
ported bonds to finance build-
ing and renovation that are
sorely needed,” she added. “The
projects promised to citizens
will now need to be scaled back
and in some cases eliminated.
Taxpayers will be making pay-
ments on millions of bond dol-

lars for the next 25 years with
nothing to show for it.”

The county Office of Educa-
tion has hired its own coun-
sel and forensic accountant to
investigate the treasurer’s han-
dling of Lehman securities, Ms.
Holbrook said. A report is due
before the end of the year.

Some fraction of the losses could
be recovered. The county is a par-
ticipating creditor in Lehman’s
bankruptcy proceedings. Lehman
creditors may recoup something
from the government bailout of
the financial services industry.
And the county is suing Lehman
officers and directors for mislead-
ing investors.

An avoidable mess?

In an office responsible for a
$2.7 billion portfolio, the tools
at hand seem appropriate. The
office subscribes to Bloomberg
Professional, a service used
by “central banks, investment
institutions, commercial banks,
government offices and agen-
cies, law firms, corporations
and news organizations in over
150 countries,” according to the
Bloomberg Web site.

Other sources include the Wall
Street Journal, the New York

Tremendous Savin

On Our Finest

S,

Carpets & Rugs.

From stunning grand-sized carpets to beautiful runners,
The Oriental Carpet has them all at the lowest prices ever.

Stock# Origin/Design Size Colors Reg Price SALE
31824 Pakistan/Peshwar 11.3 x14.1 Ivory/Rose 13,465 5,565
28606 India/Rajastan 10x14.7 Red/Ivory 14,585 7,125
29092 India/Lavar Kerman 10x 14 Ivory/Rose 14,000 6,500
31364 India/Agra 10x13.10  Blue 10,375 4,500
28608 India/Rajastan 10.2x13.8 Blue 20,725 6,500 SH _
_ The best look at the best prices from ep in style with these fantastic price reductions.
our fine collections of room-size carpets and rugs. ctocks Origin/Desian e Colore Regprice SALE
Stock# Origin/Design Size Colors Reg Price  SALE 2072 India/Qashqai 3.11x6 Red/lvory 950 585
33992 India/Sarouk 9.1x12.2 Ivory/Navy 8,250 4,760 2071 India/Oushak 4%x6 Rust/Beige 1,200 650
33824 India/Mahal 8.9x11.7  Navy/Coral 3,500 1,250 2133 India/Kazak 3.10x5.8  Ivory/Navy 1,595 795
30701 India/Sultanabad 8.10x11.8  Black/Ivory 5125 2,675 33536 India/Sarouk 41x6 Brown/Gold 1,115 575
30609 India/Sultanabad 9x11.10 Ivory/Black 5,325 2,675 Our best t | t ori fth
30710 India/Agra 8.11x11.11  Plum/Ivory 6,895 2,500 ur best runners at our lowest prices ot the year.
33971 Pakistan/Khyber 9.2x12.1 Green/lvory 8,300 3,500 Stock# Origin/Design Size Colors Reg Price  SALE
33142 Pakistan/Ghazani 11.5x 12 Beige/Beige 8,905 2,500 2196 India/Herati 2.8x24 Navy/Rust 3,465 1,575
2194 Pakistan/Mahal 9.3x12.4 Black/Gold 14,265 5,750 29709 Pakistan/Peshawar 3.3x13.9 Ivory/lvory 3,350 1,795
28473 Pakistan/Ghazani 9.1x11.7 Green/Beige 6,840 2,650 31750 Pakistan/Peshawar 3.2x13.1 Ivory/Brown 2,550 1,250
33969 Pakistan/Khyber 8.10x11.3  Greenl/lvory 7,455 2.950 33209 Turkish/Kazak 24x16.3 Ivory/Blue 2,150 550

This is only a partial listing. We have many, many more fine carpets available for this sale. Please come in soon for best selections.

THE ORIENTAL CARPET
BRUCE GOOD, PROPRIETOR

Contemporary & Traditional Carpets & Rugs. / 650.327.6608 / 707 Santa Cruz Ave, Menlo Park / Hrs: Monday-Saturday 10-6 & Sunday 11-5. / theorientalcarpet.com
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Times, Barron’s, and CNBC econ-
omists, who appear several times
a day, Mr. Buffington told the
board. “It’s (also) not unusual for
us to pick up the phone and ask
somebody that we respect what
the situation is,” he added.

The office monitors ratings
reports for the pool’s securities,
consults with three economists
twice a year, and re-prices the
portfolio daily, a process called
mark-to-market.

Given the rescues of invest-
ment bank Bear Stearns and
mortgage banker Countrywide
Financial earlier this year, Leh-
man was a concern, but Mr.
Buffington said he drew some
comfort from its rejection of a
possible takeover by the Kore-
an Development Bank shortly
before the Sept. 15 bankruptcy.

Selling Lehman at that time
would have cost the pool about
$30 million, he said. He didn’t,
he said, thinking of Lehman
as too big to fail, that Bank of
America would take it over
and that, in any case, the U.S.
Treasury would make note hold-
ers whole. “There was a good
chance that we would not have
had any loss at all,” he said.

But BofA bought Merrill
Lynch instead, and Treasury
Secretary Henry Paulson denied
Lehman a rescue.

Supervisor Jerry Hill asked
Mr. Buffington repeatedly about
the first of three objectives for
managing public funds, set by
law and in order of priority:
safeguard the principal, satisfy
the liquidity needs of depositors,
and achieve a return.

“Looking for some type of res-
cue, is that consistent with preser-
vation of capital,” Mr. Hill asked.

“Yes, I think so,” Mr. Buffing-
ton replied. “The Lehman bonds
themselves were pretty steady.”

Now what?

The supervisors’ resolution
includes amendments by Super-
visor Mark Church to include
testing the value of the portfolio
in simulated stressful markets,
and a considering the idea of
multiple portfolio managers.

Mr. Church asked about
diversifying the pool away from
financial sector securities.

The problem with thatapproach,
Mr. Buffington said, is that the
county needs cash to pay bills year
round and financial sector debt is
about four times more available
than the more desirable industrial
sector debt.

“We would love to be able to
get more industrial stuff if we
could,” he said. “They just don’t
come to market that often and
we have a continuous need.”

Also unhelpful: the number of
firms offering debt that meets
state quality requirements is
dwindling rapidly, he said. B
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InnVision served 20,000 homeless individuals this past year, providing housing, food A
and supportive services at 20 locations. A
INNAYNOIN

InnVision programs provide specialized care for families with children, those with = 7
he Way Home

mental iliness, and veterans. In this past year, children were the fastest growing
homeless population. Our day centers provide basic needs, meals, counseling,
healthcare, job development, and a community for those isolated by extreme poverty. Wwvxgg';glzs‘:ggéORG

Your donation of $50.00 will buy 35 hot meals! 974 Willow Street, San Jose, CA 95125
501c¢(3) Non-profit Organization. #77-0033628

with a Smile!

Wy I*“

BENEFITING HOMELESS AND AT-RISK FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS IN SILICON VALLEY
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

TREE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
PROJECT NO. 08-009

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the office of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton,
California 94027, until 3:00 p.m. NOVEMBER 12, 2009, at which time they will be publicly opened and read, for perform-
ing the following work:

The work of this Contract includes, but is not limited to, routine pruning, hazardous tree removal, and storm damage
cleanup of City trees within the City limits of Atherton. Bids must be for the price per crew hour for performing tree work, which
shall be inclusive of equipment and travel. The budget set forth for this project will be a maximum of $60,000 dollars.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of (Contractor) for TREE
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT, Project No. 08-009", along with date and time of bid opening.

Specifications may be obtained at the Town of Atherton Public Works Department, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton CA 94027,
for a non-refundable fee of $10.00. Additional important information is contained in Town of Atherton Standard Specifications,
which are available for an additional $20.00. If shipping is requested, there will be an additional charge of $10.00.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a cashier’s or certified check or bid bond for not less
than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded the Contract, will fuffill the terms of
the bid. The Town of Atherton reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and/or to waive any irregularities therein.

Bidders are hereby notified that, pursuant to California Civil Code Sections 3247 and 3248 and Standard
Specifications Section 3.02, the successful bidder will be required to provide payment and performance bonds in the
amounts stated in Section 3.02 of the Standard Specifications.

Bidders are hereby notified that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages are applicable to the
work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq. the general prevailing wage rates have been
determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing
Wage Rates. Copies are on file at the office of the City Engineer and are available to interested parties upon request. The
successful bidder shall post a copy of the wage rates at the job site.

The Contractor may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under the contract, without retention of any portion
of the payment by the Town of Atherton, by depositing securities of equivalent value to the retention amount in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 22300 of the California Public Contracts Code.

The successful bidder must be licensed under the provisions of Chapter 9, Division 3, of the California Business and
Professions Code to do the type of work contemplated in the project at the time the contract is awarded and shall be
skilled and regularly engaged in the general class or type of work called for under the Contract. Failure of the bidder to
obtain proper and adequate licensing for an award of the contract shall constitute a failure to execute the contract and
result in the forfeiture of the bidder’s bid security.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its experience and qualifications. The state-
ment shall be made on the forms provided by the Town and must accompany each bid. The three lowest bidders will
be required to submit subcontractor’s experience and qualifications statements within 48 hours of the bid opening, on
forms provided by the Town.

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder shall be conclusively deemed to have
read, understood and agreed with all of the information and materials contained in the bid documents, including but not
limited to the construction contract, the standard specifications, the special provisions, the required nature and amount
of insurance and the documentation evidencing said insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to the City Engineer, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA 94027,
telephone (650) 752-0532, preferably no later than five days before bid opening. Requests for Information may be faxed
to (650) 688-6539. Plan holder’s lists may be obtained by calling (650) 752-0570.

By:
Duncan L. Jones, PE., City Engineer

Date:

Published in THE ALMANAC on November 5, 12, 2008
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Residents preview plans
for major water pipeline

Residents of Menlo Park and
North Fair Oaks got a preview
on Oct. 29 of plans by the San
Francisco Public Utilities Com-
mission (SFPUC) to build a new
pipeline under Bay Road.

The project is part of a $4.4
billion upgrade to the Bay Area’s
water system that was approved
on Thursday, Oct. 30, by San Fran-
cisco’s planning and public utilities
commissions. SFPUC representa-
tives fielded questions about the
project from 30 or so residents at
the Oct. 29 meeting at Home of
Christ Church on 71 Bay Road.

The pipeline is designed to
supplement two aging pipes that
bring drinking water from the
Sierra under San Francisco Bay
to customers on the Peninsula.
The new pipeline will allow the
SFPUC to temporarily shut
down the older pipes in order

to gird them for an earthquake,
and will allow the system to
continue to function in the
event of an earthquake that
might knock one or both of the
older pipes out of commission.
Anincrease in carrying capacity
is not the primary goal.

Construction along Bay Road
will begin in the winter of 2010
or 2011, according to Project
Manager Joe Ortiz. Bay Road
would be impacted for approxi-
mately 10 weeks, and Flood Park
might be unavailable for three
to six months. The contractor
would only operate during off-
peak hours, and the entirety of
Bay Road would be open at night
and during rush hour, according
to Mr. Ortiz.

Trees in the SFPUC right of
way will not be affected by the
project, according to Mr. Ortiz.

The Menlo Park Library will
host a reading by author Fran-
cisco Jimenez at 7 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 14.

Mr. Jimenez — a professor
in the Ethnic Studies Depart-
ment at Santa Clara Univer-
sity — will introduce his latest
release, “Reaching Out,” a
semi-autobiographical novel
about a young man who leaves
the migrant community he
grew up in and heads to col-
lege. The novel follows up on
two previous efforts by Mr.
Jimenez, “The Circuit” and

Library hosts Francisco Jimenez reading

“Breaking Through.”

Prior to the reading, an
adults-only reception for Mr.
Jimenez will be held at 5:30
p-m. at the Burgess Recreation
Center to raise money for
the Peninsula College Fund,
which provides scholarships
for minority students on the
Midpeninsula.

The library is located in the
Civic Center, near the inter-
section of Alma Street and
Melke Drive. The recreation
center is situated in nearby
Burgess Park.

CHECK THE COMMUNITY CALENDAR |
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ANDO C ORS

3113 Middlefield Road Redwood City, CA 94063

www.landsystemslandscapes.com

650-851-2793
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Cecily Harris defeats veteran incumbent

Cecily Harris, a former San
Carlos parks commissioner, was
elected to the Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District’s
Board of Directors on Nov. 4,
receiving 59.4 percent of the
vote, defeating veteran incum-
bent Kenneth C. Nitz, who
received 40.6 percent of the vote
for the Ward 7 seat.

Mr. Nitz was elected to the seat
in 1996 and served three consec-
utive terms, running unopposed
in 2000 and 2004.

Ward 7 includes San Car-
los, Redwood City, the northern
fringe of Woodside past Skyline
Boulevard, and the central Coast-
side south to Lobitos creek.

The district has seven geo-
graphic wards, each represented
by a board member elected to a
four-year term.

Ms. Harris, a San Carlos resi-
dent, was the first to challenge

Mr. Nitz for the seat. A financial
services manager with the San
Mateo County Parks Depart-
ment, she served nine years as a
San Carlos parks and recreation
commissioner.

Among issues she is interested
in are single- and multiple-use
trails, interpretive programs, and
natural resource protection.

Mr. Nitz, a Redwood City resi-
dent, is a software engineer and
has been an avid environmental-
ist for more than three decades,
according to the district.

As a board member, “he
worked to expand areas for
dogs, remove non-native plants,
and emphasize the district’s role
as a steward of the land,” the
district said in a press release.
He also served on the district’s
budget committee.

Two incumbent board mem-
bers were unopposed and were

automatically elected to another
term: Jed Cyr, who has repre-
sented Ward 3 (Sunnyvale) since
1996, and Curt Riffle, who has
represented Ward 4 (Los Altos
and Mountain View) since 2006.

District seeks
feedback on
transit plan

The San Mateo County Tran-
sit District, which operates the
SamTrans bus service as well as
shuttles to BART and Caltrain
stations, is seeking comment
on its five-year strategic plan.
Interested parties can review
the plan on SamTrans’s Web
site, samtrans.com, and respond
via e-mail to strategicplan@
samtrans.com.

The Girls’ Middle School

OPEN HOUSES

Saturday, November 15, 1 pm
Thursday, December 11, 7 pm

180 North Rengstorff Avenue ® Mountain View, CA 94043 ® T: 650.968.8338 x115
www.girlsms.org ® admissions@girlsms.org

November 9-15, 2008
Stanford Bookstore

STANFORD
BOOKSTORE

Join us on Saturday, November 15 from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. for readings by famous

authors, contests, crafts® appearances by Curious George, Pat the Bunny, & Biscuit, door-
prizes, and so much more!
Dress us as your favorite children’s book character & join the costume contest. Judging will
take place at 12:30 p.m. Winner will receive a §50 bookstore gift card.

11:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12 noon
12:30 p.m.
1:00 p-m.
“1:30pm.
2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

Story time with Curious George

Costume Contest Judging

Story time with Biscuit

Auntie Dori reads Skippy Jon Jones
Story timeywith Pat the Bunny

#

Christy Hale, illustrator, Sky Dancers & Elizabeti’s Doll

Lisa Shulman, author, The Moon 'Might Be Milk & The Matzo Ball Boy

Auntie Dori reads Big Words, Turtle’s Penguin Day, and more!

STANFORD

‘ HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Stanford University Medical Center

Stanford Dermatology Clinic
Now Offers Extended Hours!

Stanford Dermatology Clinic Provides State-of-the-Art
Care and Management for the Common to Complex
Problems of Adult Skin.

We offer a full range of medical and surgical dermatology services
including Mohs Micrographic Surgery.

Stanford Dermatology Clinic hours are designed to fit your schedule.

through Friday

and Thursdays

a day.

8:00 am - 5:00 pm Monday

Extended clinic hours:
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm on Wednesdays

8:00 am - Noon on Saturdays.

A physician is on call 24 hours

For more information, or to make
a dermatology appointment

Call: 650-723-6316.

Stanford Dermatology Clinic
900 Blake Wilbur Drive, W0001
Stanford, CA 94305

www.stanfordhospital.com
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Get Support!

Don’t go it alone.

5 : :
&E“ Avenidas Social
~F °
\ Work Services
4 ‘:é"‘: s ¢ Counseling
{ 6

* Support groups
+ Geriatric care

X ?i management
A \/', . Infqrmation &
A\ assistance
| A\ + Help with

L N

aging parents

=

Avenidas

S

Call (650) 289-5438 or
visit www.avenidas.org.
We’'re here to help you!
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Voting goes smoothly, for the most part

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

hough voter turnout across
Tthe country might have been

the highest in any presiden-
tial election since Kennedy-Nixon,
polling places in towns within The
Almanac’s circulation area were
relatively placid on Election Day.

Many of the polling stations
were inundated with voters early
in the morning, but turnout
slowed after that — consistent
with patterns across the county,
according to San Mateo County
Elections Manager David Tom.

“I think that means people were
very eager to vote,” Mr. Tom said.
“They got voting out of the way by
coming [to the polls] early, voting
by mail, or coming to our office.”

Nearly 47 percent of registered
voters in the county had signed
up to vote by mail as of Oct. 27,

B A LLET

Join us this holiday season for the

classic and cool, heartwarming and

funny Bay Area family tradition.
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MEDIA SPONSOR

1021$K0KC

Aaron Thayer and Amy Seiwert in
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TICKETS:
650.903.6000

smuinballet.org

MOUNTAIN VIEW
CENTER FOR THE
PERFORMING ARTS

DECEMBER 3 -7

Celia Fushille

Director

according to the elections office.
That represented a 28 percent
increase over the number of
absentee voters in the 2004
presidential election, according
to Warren Slocum, chief elec-
tions officer.

It would seem that the county
did not, however, see much of
an increase in turnout over 2004
Presidential Election levels, if
any. Mr. Tom said that when all
the votes have been tallied, he
expects turnout in the county to
approach or barely exceed the 78
percent of registered voters that
cast ballots in 2004.

The elections office is not inves-
tigating any reports of polling
fraud, and the machines, for the
most part, worked. When they
didn’t, they were repaired in short
order, according to Mr. Tom.

Local incident

Though local polling stations
seemed to be running smoothly,
Election Day was not without
incident.

Parents of pre-schoolers at
Bethany Lutheran Church lodged
complaints about an opponent
of Proposition 8 who had been
handing out fliers in the church’s
parking lot. Pastor Jon Coyne
asked the woman to leave the
property, but she refused.

Mr. Coyne said he was con-
cerned that the woman was vio-
lating election law by demonstrat-
ing within 100 feet of the building
where voters were casting their
ballots, but he was told by an
election official that the law actu-
ally stipulates no demonstrating
within 100 feet of the front door,

not the building. The parking lot
where the woman was handing
out fliers is situated at the oppo-
site end of the property from the
building’s entrance.

The San Mateo County Sher-
iff’s Office was reluctant to eject
the woman from the property,
Mr. Coyne said, over concerns
that it would violate her civil
rights. But Mr. Tom, the elections
manager, said that private prop-
erty laws supersede the site’s role
as a polling place, as far as the
Elections Office is concerned.

“We're asking their permission
to use the site to conduct the vote,
but it doesn’t mean we can over-
ride the property rights of the
owner,” Mr. Tom said.

A poll worker at the location
said that election volunteers did
not complain about the woman’s
presence or ask her to leave, and
that there was no question of an
election law violation, as far as
she could tell.

Mr. Coyne said his stance that
the woman should move back
to the sidewalk was a matter of
civics, not politics. Proposition 8
would amend the state’s consti-
tution to ban marriage between
couples of the same sex.

“We provide this space for
everyone in the community
to get away from all the elec-
tioneering and the hoopla,” he
said. “That’s all we’re asking for.
This has nothing to do with the
proposition, and everything to
do with giving people the physi-
cal space to do their civic duty.”

“[The demonstrator] told me I
was an unloving person. I said, Tm
just trying to let people vote.” B
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INTERNATIONAL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

¥ Lower School
@ Middle School -
¥ Individualized, self-directed program
¥ Rich international and cultural studies
% Proven, Montessori approach

+ State-of-the-art facility

% Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA ® Tel: 650-813-9131

SCHOOL

-GradesK-5
Grades 6 -8
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Witness aids
in capture of
suspects

An alert observer helped police
capture two men suspected of
armed robbery in unincorporated
Menlo Park on Thursday, Nov. 6.

Officers from the San Mateo
County Sheriff’s Office and Red-
wood City Police Department
arrested and booked Redwood
City residents Edgar Mauricio
Franco, 20, and Manuel Jose Gon-
zalez, 19, on suspicion of attempt-
ed armed robbery of a Valero gas
station at 743 Marsh Road.

Dispatchers received a 911 call
at about 9:25 p.m. from the gas
station attendant, who reported
that a Hispanic man with a
revolver had entered the mini-
mart, demanded money, then
fled to a waiting vehicle when the
attendant was unable to open the
cash register.

A witness outside the station
provided a vehicle description and
license plate number to police,
who put out an all-points bulletin.
Deputy Lisandro Lopez stopped
the suspect vehicle near Bay Road
and 6th Avenue in Redwood City
and, after waiting for reinforce-
ments, took the two men and the
gun into custody.

Anyone with information about
the incident or the suspects should
call Sheriff’s Office detectives
Gary Ramos at 363-4064 or Hec-
tor Acosta at 363-7823.

Noise workshop

A second weekend workshop
on noise in Portola Valley is set
for Sunday, Nov. 16, from 3 to
5 p.m. in the Historic School-
house at 765 Portola Road. The
first workshop was held Satur-
day, Nov. 1.

The Town Council is seeking
public comment ahead of pos-
sible noise-related ordinances
and amendments to the town’s
general plan.

Officials ask residents plan-
ning to attend to read the
materials available at www.
portolavalley.net. Click on the
links under the topic, “Are you
concerned about noise?”

For more information, call
Town Clerk Sharon Hanlon at
851-1700, ext. 210, or write to her
at shanlon@portolavalley.net.

TRY THE SURF IN

TOWNSQUARE.

The Almanac's Online
Gathering Place
Be a citizen journalist.

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
m;
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© 2005 Baume & Mercier, Inc.

www.baume-and-mercier.com

RIVIERA
Diamond-set
two-tone watchcase

and bracelet with

mother-of-pearl dial

BAUME & MERCIER

GENEVE + 1830

Join us for our Holiday Watch Fair.
Saturday - Sunday, December 13-14

the Jeweler
Since |93 |

LOS ALTOS * 650.949.1 122
STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER ®* 650.325.3533

THANKSGIVING DINNER AT
RESTAURANT SOLEIL

Thursday November 27, 2008
$36.95 for Adults and $16.95 for Children under 12
2:00 pm to 9:00 pm

STARTERS
(Choice of)
Golden Nugget Squash Bisque, Pumpkin Seed Fleuron, Chives Coulis
or
Baby Iceberg Lettuce with Creamy Blue Cheese

ENTREES
(Choice of)
Traditional Turkey
Served with Stuffing, Buttered Mashed Potatoes, Roasted Yams,
Cranberry/Orange/Ginger Relish, Creamed Pearl Onions and Brussels Sprouts
or
Grilled Niman Ranch Beef Tenderloin with Cabernet Truffle Sauce
Sauteed Fingerling Potatoes, Haricot Verts and Baby Squash
or
Seared Herb Alaskan Halibut
with Steamed Kale and Pino Grigio Beurre Blanc and Corn & Yukon Gold Potato Cakes

DESSERTS
(Choice of)

Apple Cranberry Tart
with Creme Anglaise

Pecan Tart
with Chocolate Coulis and
Tabitian Vanilla Ice Cream

Call Today for Reservations
675 El Camino Real - Palo Alto, CA 94301  (650) 321-4422

Restaurant Soleil is also open for Breakfast and Lunch  6:00 am to 2:00 pm
Complimentary Valet Parking is Available

Pumpkin Creme

Brulee Tart o

£ N T —

THANKSGIVING AT THE
POOLSIDE GRILL RESTAURANT

Thursday November 27, 2008
$32.95 for Adults and $15.95 for Children under 12
2:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m

STARTERS
(Choice of)
Butternut Squash Soup with Chives & Sour Cream
or
Organic Bib Lettuce Salad, Caramelized Walnuts with Balsamic Herb Vinaigrette

ENTREES
(Choice of)
Traditional Turkey Dinner
Served with Gravy, Sage Stuffing, Yams, Mashed Potatoes and Cranberry Sauce
or
Angus Prime Rib au Jus
Served with Baked Potato & Seasonal Vegetables
and Creamy Horseradish
or
Scottish Loch Duart Seared Salmon Filet
with Fennel Confit, Tapenade, Cherry Tomatoes with Dill and Honey Mustard Aioli

DESSERTS
(Choice of)
Pumpkin Tart Apple Cranberry Tart Pecan Tart
with or with or with
Cinnamon Chantilly Caramel Sauce Tahitian Vanilla Ice Cream

Call Today for Reservations
625 El Camino Real - Palo Alto, CA 94301 (650) 328-2800

The Poolside Grill is also open for Breakfast and Lunch  6:00 am to 2:00 pm
Complimentary Valet Parking is Available

Exclusive Estate Event

Thursday - Sunday, November 13-16

J. & S. S. DeYoung, one of the premier
estate jewelry houses for 175 years,
continues its tradition today. The
DeYoung Collection showcases pieces
from all the important periods - Victorian
to Art Nouveau to the 20th Century - and
includes numerous signed pieces from
the great design houses. Their fine

period jewelry focuses on

exceptional diamonds,

Kashmir sapphires,

gem-quality rubies,

Colombian emeralds

and natural pearls.

Thurs., Nov. 13
Palo Alto

Fri., Nov. 14
Los Altos

Sat. & Sun., Nov. 15-16
Stanford Shopping Center

the Jeweler
= 1831
ve., Palo Alto + (6
£ t, Los Altos * (6
Stanford Shopping Center * (650) 325-3533
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A Fabric
Store

S0% on

Sllpcovers _ Selected Fabrics
A Better Choice Since 19608 650-591-0220
1664 Industrial l}oad San Carlos

FOR THE RECORD

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL

Women Learning * Women Leading

Fall 2008 Open House Dates

Middle School (grades 6-8) Upper School (grades 9-12)
Sunday, November 9 Sunday, December 7

To make a reservation or learn more
www.castilleja.org * 650.470.7733 * admission@castilleja.org
1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

® WEDDING

Rogoway-Dobhs

Julia Rogoway and David
Dobbs were married Aug. 8
at the National Elk Refuge in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming.

The bride is the daughter
of Melba and Bill Rogoway
of Portola Valley. A gradu-
ate of Menlo-Atherton High
School and Colby College in
Waterville, Maine, the bride

m ASK THE DEPUTY

What should I do if | am
= involved in a minor traffic
accident with no injuries?

A If you are involved in a traffic
= accident with no one injured,
you can resolve the issue by exchang-
ing information without waiting for a
police response if: both drivers have
driver's licenses and insurance, and
both parties agree on fault. You can
move the vehicles to the side of the
road if it is safe to do so. Exchange
information, including name, tele-
phone number, driver’s license, vehi-

is a corporate event planner,
based in San Francisco.

The bridegroom is the son
of Claire and Dick Dobbs of
Tavares, Florida. A native
of Cincinnati, Ohio, he is
a graduate of Washington
University in St. Louis and
director of engineering for
an Internet company in San
Francisco.

After a wedding trip
through Wyoming and Mon-
tana, the couple is living in
San Francisco.

Julia Rogoway and David Dobbs

Deputy Stephanie
Josephson, of the
San Mateo County
Sheriff's Office,
answers questions
about law
enforcement.

Send questions to:
editor@AlmanacNews.com;

call 854-2626, ext. 213; or

mail to: Ask the Deputy,

The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de
las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

B On Sunday, Caltrain unload-
ed the first of 12 shipments of bal-
last, or railroad rock, near Chilco
Street in Menlo Park. It will be
stored there and used for ongoing
maintenance and future construc-
tion projects, according to a press
release. The 40 cars that transport
the ballast will be temporar-
ily stored on a siding near Marsh
Road. Caltrain anticipates making
similar deliveries every two weeks

for the next six months.

cle information, and the name, policy number and phone of the insurance agency.
It also doesn't hurt to take a picture with your phone camera. If there is any injury,
call 911 or 650-363-4911 (within San Mateo County) and be very clear about your
specific location and the description of the accident, injuries and vehicles.

B The Nov. 11 meeting of the
Menlo Park City Council has been
cancelled. The next meeting will
be held Nov. 18.
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v German-American International School

= Preschool — Grade 8 German Immersion Program

Education for Global Thinking - 20 years of Excellence

= First International Baccalaureate (IB) World School
on the Peninsula recognized world-wide

= Small class sizes and a great supportive communit

Open House

= Offering afterschool programs includin
g oS g Nov. 15, 2008

Extra curricular and childcare

1-4pm

275 Elliott Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025 e Tel: (650) 324-8617 ® www.germanamericanschool.or

WWﬁnﬁc@r Lodge

C— Outdoor Ice Skating e Tennis —

# Daily public sessions

% Private parties available

% Lessons for all ages and abilities
# Tennis lessons year round

REGISTRATION FOR WINTER CLASSES
BEGINS NOV.17 FROM 10AM-1PM

Call for more information or to register

493-4566

3009 Middlefield Road in Midtown Palo Alto
www.winterlodge.com
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ngs Uplands School

student bodyand the support to pussue
your passions. Come learn how your child
can thrive in the CSUS Communit_y‘

GRADES 6—12

OP€EN HOUSE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 FULL

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8§ 1:00PM—3:00PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 1:00PM—3:00PM

400 Uplands Drive, Hillsborough, California | www.csus.org
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Robert S. Reis

DataSafe founder

Robert Stanley Reis, a longtime
resident of Atherton and Menlo
Park before moving to the Hyatt
Classic Residence, died Oct. 22 in
Palo Alto. He was 91.

Mr. Reis was born in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. As a youth, he played
in national amateur golf tourna-
ments, as well as national inter-
collegiate tournaments, serving
as captain of the University of
Cincinnati golf team.

He earned a bachelor’s degree
and a MBA from Stanford Uni-
versity. During World War II,
he earned an advanced degree
in meteorology from New York
University and served as a staff
weather officer in the Army Air
Force. He married Kato Men-
delssohn in the Stanford Univer-
sity chapel in 1946.

In 1946, he and fellow Stanford
Graduate School of Business
alumnus, Robert Bush, purchased
City Transfer and Storage Co. in
San Francisco. After Mr. Bush
moved on to other business pur-
suits, Mr. Reis began a partner-
ship with Richie Smith, which
lasted many years, say family
members. City Transfer, a mem-
ber of Allied Van Lines network,
pioneered off-site storage of office
records in the Bay Area. In the
1970s, Mr. Reis became chairman
of the board and chief executive
officer of Allied Van Lines.

In 1980, he and his sons, Tom
and John, and, later, Ron, refo-
cused the company from trans-
portation to records management
and storage, changing the name
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to DataSafe.

During his career, Mr. Reis was
president of the National Furni-
ture Warehousemen’s Associa-
tion (1962), president of the San
Francisco Better Business Bureau
(1972), and on the boards of many
civic organizations, including
the Guardsmen, Rotary Club of
San Francisco, the Boys & Girls
Clubs of San Francisco, the Lassen
Park Foundation and the Sequoia
Foundation.

He was a member of the Family
Club of San Francisco, the Bohe-
mian Club, for which he served as
chairman of the Grove Commit-
tee, the Menlo Circus Club, and
the Menlo Country Club.

He was an expert bridge player,
attaining the rank of Life Master,
and an avid domino player, win-
ning many championships, say
family members. He also enjoyed
spending time with his family at
“Echo Springs,” the family retreat
in Northern California.

He is survived by his wife, Kato
of Palo Alto; sons, Ron, Tom, Bri-
an and John; 10 grandchildren;
and five great-grandchildren.

A private family memorial was
held. Donations in his name may
be made to a favorite charity.

Barbara K. Teige

Civic volunteer

A memorial celebration of the
life of Barbara Teige of Menlo Park
will be held at 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov.
16, at St. Bede’s Episcopal Church,
2650 Sand Hill Road, in Menlo
Park. Ms. Teige, the mother of

(]

six children, died Nov. 4 with her

GIDEON HAUSNER

JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

family at her side. She was 89.

Born and raised in Madison,
Wisconsin, Ms. Teige graduated
with a degree in sociology from
the University of Wisconsin. After
marrying her college sweetheart,
Peter Teige, she lived in Madison
while he was serving in World War
I1. After the war they moved to
Cambridge, Massachusetts, where
Mr. Teige attended Harvard Law
School. The family later moved
to the Bay Area, where she spent
most of her adult life.

Ms. Teige was a volunteer in
several organizations, including

Thursday, November 13, 2008

Sunday, November 16, 2008
For more information and to RSVP, please contact:
Director of Admission
650.494.8200 ext. 104

admissions@hausner.com

450 SAN ANTONIO RoAD, PALO ALTO CA 94306

CAIS ACCREDITED ¢ A BENEFICIARY OF THE JCF

INSPIRING MINDS... CREATING COMMUNITY

Open Houses

Kindergarten

7:00-8:30 p.m.
Middle School

1:00-3:30

Aileen Mitchner,

WWW.HAUSNER.COM

CONFIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

the Woodside-Atherton Auxiliary

to Stanford Children’s Hospital,
the Stanford Hospital Auxiliary,
and the Altar Guild at St. Bede’s
Church in Menlo Park.

She had a special flair for gar-
dening, say family members. Her
gardens were always large and
well-tended. Her love of plants and
flowers led to her interest in flower
arranging. Together, with her late
husband, they had a passion for
the arts, nature and an interest in
world affairs and politics, say fam-
ily members.

She is survived by her children,
Susan Teige of Denver, Colorado,
Peter Teige of El Granada, Ellen
Gardner of Redwood City, Mary
Heney of San Jose, Ann Glatt of
Santa Rose, and Nancy Hobson
of Menlo Park.; 10 grandchil-
dren; and one great-grandchild.
Her husband of 42 years, Peter N.
Teige, died in 1984.

Donations may be made to Path-
ways Hospice Foundation, 585 N.
Mary Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94085.

m POLICE CALLS

ATHERTON

Auto-burglary report: Window smashed on
red Volvo and stereo stolen, Menlo-Atherton
High School at 555 Middlefield Road, Nov. 5.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports:

W Jewelry valued at $4,000 stolen, 2200
block of Sharon Road, Oct. 31.

M Bicycle stolen, 1900 block of

Menalto Ave., Nov. 4.

M Flat screen TV, laptop computer
and digital camera stolen, 300 block
of O’Connor St., Nov. 6.

Commercial burglary report: Saw,
carpenter’s level, grinder, propane
heater and extension cord stolen from
construction site, 2800 block of Sand Hill
Road, Nov. 2.

Auto-burglary reports:

B Stereo faceplate stolen, 1000 block of
Hollyburne Ave., Nov. 2.

W Maurice Brown, 34, of East Palo Alto
arrested and booked on charges that
include burglary, 1100 block of Willow
Road, Nov. 5.

Attempted robbery report: Pedestrian
and two suspects, Sevier Ave. and
Newbridge St., Nov. 1.

Grand theft reports: Bicycles stolen,
900 block of Fremont St. and 800 block

Family is why

WE DO

IT ALL.

We all feel the same commitment to care
for our families. As your good neighbor
agent, I can help you meet your insurance
needs. Call me today.

John W McAfee CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0E37462

846 Portola Rd Suite D

Portola Valley, CA 94028

Bus: 650-851-3276

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

STATE FARM IS THERE.®

statefarm.com”

P02640

State Farm Insurance Companies ® Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

of Roble Ave and 200 block of Oak Court,
Nov 2 and 6.

Fraud reports

M |dentity theft and wire fraud, 200 block
of Gilbert Ave., Nov. 4.

W Unauthorized use of accounts, first block
of Lorelei Lane and 100 block of Gloria
Circle and 1400 block of Plumas Ave., Nov.
5and 6.

Child protective services report: 400
block of Sherwood Way, Nov. 5.

WOODSIDE

Accident report: Driver lost control
of vehicle and plunged down steep
embankment but was not injured,

Highway 84 at Portola Road, Nov. 1.

WORRIED ABOUT
THE ECONOMY?

ATTEND A FREE LECTURE

FINDING YOUR SPIRITUAL
SELF-WORTH, SECURITY AND SUPPLY

Sponsored by First Church of Christ,

Thursday - November 13, 2008

MENLO PARK COUNCIL CHAMBERS
701 LAUREL STREET - MENLO PARK

CHRISTIANSCIENCEMENLOPARK.COM

(THE CITY OF MENLO PARK DOES NOT SPONSOR OR ENDORSE THIS EVENT)

IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

BY
MICHAEL PABST, CSB

Scientist Menlo Park

@ 7:30 pm.

PARKING AT MENLO LIBRARY
- CHILDCARE -

Services  will  be
held at 11 A.M. Friday,
November 21, at Menlo
Park Presbyterian Church
for Betty Dostal White of
Menlo Park, who died
peacefully on QOctober
30th at the age of 94.

Born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, Mrs. White
grew up in Evanston,
[llinois. She attended Nutrier High School and was
a member of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority at
Northwestern University.

After moving to Atherton in 1945, Mrs. White

BeETTY DOSTAL WHITE

became a member of the Peninsula Volunteers and
the Children's Auxiliary to the Stanford Convalescent
Hospital. She was a gifted painter. She was a member
of the Menlo Circus Club and the Menlo Country
Club, where she enjoyed playing bridge. She attended
Menlo Park Presbyterian Church for over 50 years and
enjoyed giving generously to charitable causes.

She is survived by her daughter, Mimi McDowell
of Portola Valley; seven grandchildren; and seventeen
great-grandchildren. Her husband, Howard White Jr,,
as well as her daughter, Susan Dove, and her son,
Howard White Ill, preceded her in death.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to Prison
Fellowship Ministries, P.0. Box 1550, Merrifield,
Virginia, 22116-1550.
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H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.
com and note this it is a
letter to the editor in the
subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,

Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2626, ext. 222.

Conflicted on high-speed rail

ow that voters have approved the nearly $10 billion
bond issue for the California High Speed Rail project,
Menlo Park has some soul-searching to do.

First, despite the Menlo Park City Council’s decision to join
Atherton in a lawsuit demanding a more strenuous environmen-
tal review of the project, nearly 58 percent of Menlo Park resi-
dents voted yes on Proposition 1A. This action came despite the
council’s action and the strong opposition campaign mounted by
local resident Martin Engel, who claims the high-speed trains will
wreak havoc in downtown areas up and down the Peninsula, and
especially in Menlo Park.

But the decision made by voters — in Menlo Park and around the
state — last Tuesday was not about details; it was not about the $10
billion down payment on a project that is projected to cost $40 bil-
lion but very likely will wind up
in the $60 billion-plus range. It
was not about the governor’s call
for a special legislative session
to address the state’s immediate
need to find $11 billion in either new taxes or cost cuts, which ironi-
cally dominated the headlines just two days after the election results
showed that the rail project was a winner.

These mere details were not in the minds of the millions of
voters who said yes on Proposition 1A. They apparently believe
that regardless of the financial picture, the state needs to stake its
future on a project that would reduce green house gases with a rail
system that would run on electricity at 220 mph down the Central
Valley. Who could object to the ease of simply boarding a train in
San Francisco and reaching Los Angeles in three hours or less, at a
cost of about $507?

Certainly the project had its detractors, including Mr. Engel and
the Atherton and Menlo Park councils, who focused on the huge
impact the trains will make on communities up and down the
Peninsula, as well as elsewhere. Every train crossing will have to be

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

separated at great cost — $60 million or more apiece. There will be
enormous impacts along the highly developed Caltrain rail corridor
that will take squads of expensive lawyers to resolve.

At this writing, it is not known when the High Speed Rail Com-
mission will begin dispatching its staff up and down the projected
route to begin the huge planning process. Ultimately, decisions will
be made on where to place the two additional tracks for the new
trains, and the over- or under-crossings that will need to be built.
Unless streets that cross the tracks at grade now are converted to
dead ends, Ravenswood, Oak Grove, Glenwood and Encinal avenues
in Menlo Park will need to be crossed, along with Watkins and Fair
Oaks in Atherton. Even grade crossings that are in place now will
need to be completely rebuilt to accommodate the four-track system

Local city council members have said they joined the lawsuit after
the rail authority gave unsatisfactory answers or no answers at all
when questioned about the project’s impact here. Now that the deal
is apparently “on track,” local officials will need to become experts
in the enabling legislation for high-speed rail and make sure that
everything possible is done to ease the fallout from this huge devel-
opment project that will bisect our community.

When the first Southern Pacific tracks were laid back in the
mid-1800s, residents welcomed the speedy connection between
Peninsula towns and San Francisco, the commercial hub of the
region. Could that feeling emerge again despite the size and com-
plexity of the high-speed rail project?

We hope so, but we also hope the Menlo Park supporters of high-
speed rail aren’t the ones who yell and scream when their downtown
is ripped apart by this project as construction begins in the next
few years. When completed, the high-speed rail line will be the big-
gest public infrastructure project ever built in the state. It will cre-
ate thousands of jobs between here and Los Angeles and, if current
predictions are correct, offer a fast trip to the Southland as a very
reasonable price. That part is OK. It is the journey we must take to
make that trip a reality that worries us.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Confused by opposition to
charter school

Editor:

I've been following the saga
of Everest Charter School in the
Almanac and have never under-
stood why the Sequoia high school
district refused to support Summit
Prep charter and now is working
to put the kibosh on the recently
proposed Everest Charter School.

Summit Prep has proven to be
a great public school alternative
for students who thrive better in
asmall school setting. And Ever-
est has the potential to do the
same for students, integrating
Mandarin into the curriculum.

As a parent of a Woodside High
student, I am extremely pleased

24 - L
ATHERTON ;4
TOWNK HALL'#

with the education he is receiving
at the large high school. That does
not mean that all students can
thrive in that kind of setting.
When I opened up a recent

See LETTERS, next page died in 2005.

Atherton Heritage Association

Our Regional Heritage

The Atherton Town Hall was built in 1928, five years after incorporation in 1923. Atherton celebrates its
85th birthday this year. This photo was taken in 1992 by longtime Almanac photographer Carol lvie, who
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VIEWPOINT

Valley looks to add efficiency to homes

By Steve Toben

of Portola Valley has been defined

by a single organizing idea, which
is that development should be subor-
dinated to the natural landscape. This
fundamental principle was foremost in
the minds of the town’s founders, and
it is woven throughout the general plan,
town ordinances and design guidelines.

The result today is that wherever you
are in Portola Valley, you’re never out of
touch with nature, whether it’s the view
of Windy Hill, the vista along Alpine
Road, or the heritage oaks that grace
the town everywhere you turn. All of
this stems from this original organizing
idea, that Portola Valley would never
become simply a collection of estate
homes, but a community defined by its
natural setting.

The time has come to add a second
organizing idea to mark the next chapter
of the town’s history. What is this new
organizing idea? It’s that in the face of the
global climate crisis and the future deple-
tion of oil and gas, advanced resource effi-
ciency and the sustainable use of materials

l :or more than 40 years, the character

should guide building practices in Portola
Valley from this point forward.

The town has committed to meet the
greenhouse gas reduction targets set out
in AB-32, the Global
Warming Solutions
Act, signed by Gov.
Schwarzenegger in
2006. This law calls
for a statewide 25
percent reduction
in green house gas
emissions below 1990
levels by 2020 and an
80 percent reduction
by 2050. These are
breathtaking goals,
but they reflect the scientific community’s
assessment of what is required to avert the
collapse of natural systems.

In order to do our part in meeting
these goals, the Town Council has
begun to consider a new sustainabil-
ity element for the general plan. Half
the greenhouse gas emissions in town
come from our housing stock, and the
proposed sustainability element focuses
heavily on community outreach to sup-
port voluntary “green-ups” of existing

GUEST
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homes. Ideas include discounted energy
audits and group buys of energy efficient
windows, appliances and insulation. In
coming months we will also consider
minimal standards for new home con-
struction that incorporate state-of-the-
art resource efficiency practices.

If we put in place this new organizing
idea around resource efficiency, what will
it look like in practice?

It means that the first question asked by
a property owner contemplating a remodel
might be: “What sort of home will com-
fortably meet the needs of my family while
maximizing energy and water efficiency
and minimizing the use of materials, espe-
cially non-renewable resources?”

Other questions might include:

B How can we design our home to com-
pletely eliminate the need for heating and
air conditioning systems?

B How can we capture winter rainwater
for summer irrigation?

B What landscaping plan will cool my
home in the summer and warm it the
winter?

B What orientation of my home to
the sun will optimize energy efficiency
throughout the year?

B How much of the material that we
take out of the old house can be reused
in the remodel?

As the Town Council considers this new
organizing principle around resource effi-
ciency, we will advance four propositions:

First, green home practices are highly
cost-effective for homeowners. Initial
capital expenses (often lessened by tax
incentives) are offset by reduced operating
costs, especially for residents who intend
to stay in their homes for many years.

Second, green design produces estheti-
cally beautiful results (as Exhibit A, see
the new Town Center project, which has
been built to the highest standards of
green design for the post-petroleum age).

Third, new standards for environmental
design will be packaged in a rich menu
of options that will give property owners
abundant choices for customizing their
homes to achieve high resource efficiency.

And finally, we believe that in coming
years green design will increase property
values through evolving norms of what
defines a desirable home.

We look forward to community dia-
logue on a new resource efficiency prin-
ciple for Portola Valley.

Steve Toben is a member of the Portola
Valley Town Council.

Advance notice of
Barack Obama

By Henry Organ

arly in this decade, I
Eattended a political func-

tion at the home of Rep.
Anna Eshoo where the guest of
honor was Sen. Barbara Boxer.
Toward the end of the event,
Sen. Boxer told the gathering
that there was a young man on
the horizon whose star

and compassionate voting pop-
ulation. Often, this is not dem-
onstrated at the ballot box.
This election, in my opinion,
was a referendum on whether
the nation believed in meritoc-
racy — as is often boasted — or
mediocrity, tainted with a bit of
racism. Apparently, meritocracy
prevailed. (Iam reserv-

would be rising. She
spoke enthusiastically
about him, and what
she foresaw. She said he
had an unusual name:
Barack Obama.

At the time, her pro-
phetic assessment did
not register with me,
but I am grateful that
my senator had been
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ing my incremental
celebration until after
the president-elect is
sworn into office.)
Finally, asan alumnus
of the civil rights move-
ment, I have always
felt going to the voting
booth (as opposed to
mailing in a ballot) to
be a spiritual pilgrim-

astute enough to bring

such promising public

servants to the attention of this
gathering. It is this element of
his election that registers signifi-
cantly with me.

The last eight years have dem-
onstrated to me more acutely than
ever the importance of public
service, and the equal impor-
tance of electing to office those
of competence, ethics, and an
appreciation and respect for this
“constitutional experiment.” This
appreciation and respect has been
shamefully lacking in George W.
Bush and Richard Cheney.

Yet, blame need not be placed
on these individuals alone. One
of the requirements of this kind
of government is an informed

age. I was even more

overwhelmed on this
occasion. An added reward on
Nov. 4 was the presence of several
young people of diverse ethnic-
ity working at the polls. But for
Barack Obama, this would not
have been the case.

These are the early dividends
of the election of a new pub-
lic servant who has prepared
himself to serve the people, and
restore integrity to the presi-
dency and retrieve respect from
around the world.

No more shock and awe.

Henry Organ lives on Euclid
Avenue in Menlo Park and is
an occasional contributor to
this page.

Her vote was no conflict of interest

By Kelly Fergusson

he Almanac’s Nov. 5 edi-

torial erroneously stated

that T voted “to give the
city’s non-benefited workers ... an
additional 2 percent increase in
addition to the standard raise rec-
ommended by the union.” That’s
not right. Only one raise was
given, a one-time cost-of-living-
increase, negotiated by staff, not
me or any other City Council
member. It was given only to
temporary employees who oth-
erwise had received increases of
0 percent in 2006, 1 percent in
2007, and 2 percent in 2008. The
overall cost of the 2 percent raise
was less than $25,000.

Hiring temporary workers
saves the city money because
they receive far less than full-sal-
aried, full-benefited employees.
These workers include library
and park maintenance staff,
leaders of recreation classes,
and janitors. They are among
our lowest-paid employees and
receive no pension or other ben-
efits upon retirement.

The practice of using tem-
porary positions rather than
full-benefited positions is not

might appear that way. Council
approved the resolution by a vote
of 4-1, including Andy Cohen

supported by unions,
whose  objections
become pointed when
temporary positions
persist for years. Worse,
temporary worker pay
rates have not even
kept up with the cost of
living in recent years.
I supported increas-
ing the pay of these
positions out of a sense
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and others, who did not
accept campaign con-
tributions from SEIU. If
council members who
did and did not accept
SEIU contributions
supported this action,
is it logical to infer that
the contribution was
relevant to the vote?
The Almanac is
correct to scrutinize

of fairness and concern

for employee morale. Paying
these workers a fair wage is a
strong personal value for me,
and one of which I'm proud.
I'm willing to employ long-term,
temporary workers, to save
the city money, even when it’s
opposed by unions, but I am not
willing to exploit the temporary
status to pay loyal, long-term
workers unfairly low wages.

My decision was not influ-
enced by any campaign contri-
bution I received from the SEIU
union, though I acknowledge it

negotiating positions of
council members who receive
contributions from unions, but
by choosing this case, it distracted
attention from the pressing issue
of fairness. I feel that long-term,
temporary workers, more than
any other group of employees
deserve a wage adjustment. The
Almanac’s attention would be
better focused on those who are
unwilling to grant this raise con-
tinue to underpay these workers.

Kelly Fergusson is a member of
the Menlo Park City Council.

LETTERS

Continued from previous page

e-mail from Woodside High’s
PTSA, I was disturbed to learn
that the PTSA is taking an active
role in discouraging educational
opportunities for students living
in the district and telling mem-
bers that they need to oppose
Everest’s charter or else Wood-

side will “lose additional funding
from our district as it is forced to
house an additional facility.”

Why do Sequoia and the Wood-
side PTSA feel so threatened
by the possibility of successful
charter schools? The accusations
leveled against these local charter
schools by the school district and
the PTSA have been unfair and
misleading, and do nothing to
help elevate the quality of educa-
tion in the community.

Again, choice is a good thing,
and so is a little healthy compe-
tition. Especially when it comes
to public education.

Nancy Wagner
Skyline Boulevard, Woodside

HE TOWN SQUARE

Post your views and
comments on TownSquare:
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
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Three Great Reasons to Buy!

35 VALLEY ROAD, ATHERTON:

5.25% Assumable Loan Available. Opportunity to
remodel or build new in prime West Atherton.
Approximately 1.5 acres (per MetroScan) with 4
bedroom, 3 bath home and beautiful views. Plans
available for 6,000 sq. ft. home. Las Lomitas School
District. Offered at $2,595,000

JHLLL
Constructed in 2002, this contemporary style, 3 ~
bedroom, 2.5 bath home has a multi level floor =
plan that complements the natural setting with low
maintenance gardens and beautifully crafted stone
patios on each level. Portola Valley School District.
Offered at $1,775,000

ke

9 PORTOLA VALLEY: j-fl'-'--‘-Hi'iﬂm-i......;".-'j_' 1

a 1350 HILLVIEW DRIVE, MENLO PARK:
Classic ranch-style home on a 10,000 sq. ft. lot.
Located on lovely tree-lined street in Central
Menlo Park. The home offers 3 bedrooms and 3
full baths with office or even 4th bedroom. Very
private backyard setting. Expansion plans available
for an additional 800 sq. ft. Menlo Park School
District. Offered at $1,850,000

Gain valuable insight on the local real estate
market from my current and comprehensive
reports: sgray@cashin.com

Steve Gray
650.743.7702

Sgray@cashin.com

CASHIN

szszszszszsz
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What to expect? Exceptional Real Estate Service! Born in Menlo Park * Raised In Atherton * Reside in Woodside

www.LocalPeninsulaHomes.com

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. @
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