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Our St. Nick!
Bill Lane plays 

Santa again 

in Ladera  
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It’s about time you  
have the best home  
phone service.
Get a whole lot more at a rate that just won’t quit!

Limited to residential customers in participating Comcast systems in wired and serviceable locations. Service, features and pricing are subject to change. Equipment and installation charges, taxes, Regulatory Recovery Fee and other 
charges (e.g., toll and international calling) extra. Service is subject to Comcast standard terms and conditions of service. Comcast Digital Voice® Local with More™ pricing applies to direct-dialed local calls from home. Additional charges 
apply for calls beyond coverage area. Separate long distance carrier connections and dial around calling not available. Activation fee may apply to Comcast Digital Voice.® Comcast Digital Voice ® service (including 911/emergency services) 
may not function after an extended power outage. Certain customer premises equipment may not be compatible with Digital Voice services. EMTA required ($3.00/month from Comcast). Call 1-800-COMCAST for restrictions and complete 
details. Comcast ©2008. All rights reserved.  6531_CCWB_Almanac 

1-800-COMCAST
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T an introductory rate!

Comcast  
Digital Voice®

Local with More™

Per Month, Every Month

Unlimited 
Local 

Calling

Includes
12 Calling 
Features
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$2495
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Holy night
Deacon Ian Mendoza, left, and Jeff J. Fernandez sing during a recent morning Mass in the main chapel at 
St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park.

In these difficult times, Dr. Jean Schellenberg, clinical 
psychologist, can help you personally and professionally to:

5th HOURLY SESSION FREE AFTER 4 PAID SESSIONS

Got Hope?

For an appointment or more information call  
(650) 482-9977.

SALE
FLOOR MODEL 

Begins Mon Dec 29 at 10am Thru Jan 24th
Reductions up to 70% on

Furniture and Accessories!

Menlo Park • 850 Santa Cruz Avenue
650.325.4849

Creating Beautiful Rooms Since 1985

89% of older adults would rather 
live at home than in a home. 
Bonded, insured and rigorously-
screened, our caregivers provide 
personal care, transportation, 
companionship, meal preparation, 
medical reminders and more. We 
help maintain your loved one’s 
independence.

“Thank you! I haven’t seen 
my mother so happy in years.”

Offi ces on the Peninsula, 
in the East Bay and in San Francisco

Call now: 650-462-6900
www.HomeCareAssistance.com

Give the gift of 
home care to a 
senior you love!
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Makes a 
great gift!

Home Care Assistance
$100Gift 

Card

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news, information and obituaries 
to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
AlmanacNews@gmail.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is 
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O. 
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

Also Inside
Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .22
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
Obituary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9
Police Calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Weddings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18

On the cover
Snuggling up to Santa (Bill Lane) are brother 
and sister Trace, left, and Madison La Mar at the 
Ladera Christmas Fair on Dec. 13. The children 
live in Woodside and go to Ormondale School in 
Portola Valley. Photo by Susan Thomas. See Page 5.

The Almanac offices are at 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025. 

To request free delivery, or stop delivery, of The Almanac in zip code 94025, 94027, 
94028 and the Woodside portion of 94062, call 854-2626.

FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■  Town to refund business license fees. Page 10
■  Man with concealed gun arrested in 

Holbrook-Palmer Park. Page 7

Menlo Park
■  City to spend $900,000 on El Camino Real/

downtosn “visioning” study. Page 8
■  Does traffic diversion reduce crime? Page 5
■  City to use briefer minutes for council meetings 

on trial basis. Page 9

People
■  James Fergason, pioneer in liquid 

crystal displays, dies. Page 9

Regional
■  Supervisors reject special election, appoint 

Groom to vacant seat. Page 13
■  Public gets more time to review Menlo Park 

Fire Protection District labor deals. Page 12
■  Woodside Horse Park receives nine-year 

permit; new barn, stables OK’d. Page 8

Community
■  What are you doing New Year’s Eve? Page 16

Sports
■  M-A athletes sign up with colleges of choice. 

Page 17
■  Registration opens for local Little Leagues. 

Page 17
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

MEAT
Special this week at Roberts

Wine

Roberts Market Holiday Menu
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.99lb

$1.49lb

$1.59lb

 
$698 lb

 
$698 lb

 
$249 lb

 
$598  lb

12-14 lb.
 $4599/16-18 lb. 

$5599

$199

$219

$179

$399
79¢

Sale Dates: DEC 17-27 www.robertsmarket.com

Holiday Bubbly
Make the season sparkle with some delicious, affordable, sparkling wine.

Large

HAAS AVOCADOS
Sweet, Seedless

SATSUMA MANDARINS
Tender

BLUE LAKE BEANS
The Tops

BROCCOLI CROWNS

    PRIME RIB
 Niman Ranch

BONE IN SPIRAL CUT HAMS
Diestel All Natural

TURKEYS
BRINED TURKEY 
Fresh

DUNGENESS CRABS 
(Roberts Own)

PORK CAMBRIDGE SAUSAGE 

$$$$ 99998888

$998 
lb.

$129 
ea.

$$$$$ 9999999999

$299CHALLENGE SALTED BUTTER
1lb. Cubes-Does Not Contain 
TBST Growth Hormone 

 PR
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Side Dishes
POTATO AU GRATIN  
baked with cheese, garlic, spices and cream. Serves 12-14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $28. 00

SAUTÉED BRUSSELS SPROUTS
with bacon and French fried onions
$6.00 per pint  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $11. 75 per qt.
CLASSIC WHIPPED POTATOES
traditional potatoes with butter and cream 
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12. 00 per qt.
TRADITIONAL STUFFING
with mushrooms, celery, onions and water chestnuts
$5.50 per pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10. 75 per qt.
FRESH MADE CRANBERRY SAUCE - WITH A TOUCH OF ORANGE
$4.75 per pint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9. 50 per qt.
PORCINI MUSHROOM GRAVY
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12. 00 per qt.
ONION SAGE GRAVY
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12. 00 per qt.
BEEF AU JUS   
$6.25 per pint. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12. 00 per qt.

Main Dishes
DIESTEL RANCH ALL NATURAL FREE-RANGE TURKEYS
Small (10-12 lbs) Serves 8-10  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $49. 00

Large (16-18 lbs) Serves 14-16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $59. 00

* The Diestel turkeys are pre-roasted and will need approximately 2 hours to re-heat at 300° in your oven.

PRIME RIB - SEASONED AND ROASTED TO MEDIUM RARE
Half Serves 10 to 12  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $99. 00

Whole Serves 16 to 20   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $180. 00

CARANDO SPIRAL SLICED HAM - BAKED WITH A HONEY MUSTARD GLAZE
Serves 8 to 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $55. 00

Desserts
PIES FROM GIANNA'S BAKERY 
Apple, Cherry, and Blueberry - 8" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15. 99

Pecan or 4 Berry -  8"  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16. 99

RUBICON BAKERY 
Lemon Tarts - 6"  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12. 99

Cakes - Chocolate Cake, Chocolate Turtle, or Carrot Spice Cake  - 6"  . . . . . . . . . . . .$14. 99

Buche de Noel - Chocolate Log Cake with Mocha Butter Cream Filling. . . . . . . . . . .$15. 99

3015 Woodside Road, Woodside, • Phone (650) 851-1511 • Fax (650) 529-2772
4420 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, • Phone (650) 851-1711 • Fax (650) 851-2579

Roberts Market Holiday Menu

FrrFrFrFresesesseseshhhhhhhh

LENLEN
1lb. 
TBST

CCCHHALLCCCHHALL

MARTINELLI SPARKLING CIDER 
25 oz. – Also Apple – Cranberry – Plus Calf. Redeem Value

CARR'S TABLE WATER CRACKERS
4 oz. – Also Whole Wheat – Cracked Pepper

C&W PETITE PEAS 
16 oz. No Salt Added – Petite Corn

C&H POWDERED SUGAR
1 lb. Box – Also Golden-Dark Brown

GLAD TALL KITCHEN TRASH BAGS
22 Count – Drawstring – Quick Tie

$$

$$

$$$

$$$$$$$$$$
GE

Segura Viudas “Aria” Cava, Spain Reg. $10.99 Sale $8.99

Chandon Brut Classic, Blanc de noirs, Rose Reg. $17.99 Sale $13.99

Nicolas Feuillatte Brut, Champagne Reg. $39.99 Sale $29.99

Veuve Clicquot Brut, Champagne Reg. $45.99 Sale $39.99

2005 Philip Togni Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley
Perfect with Prime Rib!!!

Reg. $89.99    Sale $69.99
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takes
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Da svidaniya, 
comrades!
 Moscow proved the 
undoing for Woodside 
mother-son duo Toni and 
Dallas Imbimbo who com-
peted in “The Amazing 
Race” on CBS-TV. They 
were expected to be one of 
the three teams competing 
for $1 million in the final 
leg, but their hopes were 
dashed when Dallas lost 
their money and passports 
in a Russian taxi. 
 Unlike other teams that 
squabbled under pressure, 
Toni and Dallas stayed sup-
portive even as they were 
reduced to begging Musco-
vites for subway fare while 
desperately trying to stay 
in the race. The Imbimbos’ 
finale spot went to a pair of 
hapless fraternity brothers, 
who were soundly thrashed 
by winning siblings Starr 
and Nick Spangler. 

Enough ink to print this
 Menlo Park City Manager 
Glen Rojas isn’t happy with 
the editorial that ran in last 
week’s Almanac, but don’t 
expect him to fire back.
 “We’d rather not get 
into a confrontation” with 
“somebody who buys ink 
by the barrel,” Mr. Rojas 
said during the City Coun-
cil meeting Tuesday, Dec. 
16, paraphrasing an adage 
attributed to Mark Twain: 
“Never pick a fight with a 
man who buys ink by the 
barrel.”
 The editorial criticized 
city staff for not adjusting 
planning fees sooner, and 
cited errors and “instances 
of questionable reasoning” 
in the staff report on the 
updated fee schedule. Mr. 
Rojas defended his staff, 
saying that it’s difficult to 
avoid the occasional mis-
take in a long staff report, 
and that staff corrected 
errors when it brought the 
report before the council. 
He didn’t respond to the 
arguments posited in the 
editorial.
 If Mr. Rojas had really 
wanted to lampoon The 
Almanac, he could have 
cited another quote often 
attributed to the famous 
Mr. Clemens: “If you don’t 
read the newspaper, you are 
uninformed; if you do read 
the newspaper, you are mis-
informed.”

Does traffic diversion reduce crime?
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Over the course of the debate 
on whether to conduct a 
traffic study in the Willows 

neighborhood of Menlo Park, the 
question of whether traffic-mitiga-
tion efforts could be used to regulate 
crime surfaced.
 “I’m struggling with the separa-
tion of crime and traffic” in the 
scope of the study, said Council-
woman Kelly Fergusson at the City 
Council’s Dec. 9 meeting, pointing 
out that the origin of the study 
emerged in conversations between 
the city and residents about crime. 
(At the Dec. 9 meeting, the City 
Council signed off on the study 
without including the amelioration 
of crime as a goal).
 Noting that one of the stated 
purposes of the study is to increase 
safety, Ms. Fergusson said: “What 

I’m nervous about is ... vehicles 
bring guns, and people shoot guns 
out of cars, and how are we really 
capturing that kind of safety prob-

lem with this study?”
 A drive-by shooting in the neigh-
borhood in May of 2007 helped 
spark the meetings that eventually 
led to the decision to conduct a traf-
fic study.
 The Willows area borders the 
low-income city of East Palo Alto, 
and several Willows residents have 
expressed concern that growing 
crime in the neighborhood may be 
tied to easy street access to and from 
the neighboring city. 
 In outlining the scope of the 
study, however, city Traffic Manag-
er Chip Taylor declined to include 
crime as a consideration when the 
city looks at possible traffic-control 
measures.
 At the Dec. 9 meeting, Police 
Chief Bruce Goitia said that traf-
fic mitigation is an imprecise way 
to regulate crime, because the set 
of crimes that involve a vehicle is 
nearly all-inclusive.

 “Common sense says, you have 
to get there some way,” Chief Goitia 
said. “The mere fact that there’s the 
use of a vehicle in a crime does not 
immediately stand out.”
 Some Willows residents have sug-
gested there might be a correlation 
between cut-through traffic and 
crime, arguing that if the city can 
make it more difficult for drivers 
to get through the neighborhood, 
crime rates might fall as well. 
In light of an attempted armed 
home invasion in the neighbor-
hood Thursday night, Willows 
resident Ross Wilson wrote to 
the council e-mail log, saying the 
council was unwilling to “remedy 
the cut-through traffic problem” 
in the neighborhood “for reasons 
of political correctness.” (The police 
department later revealed that the 
suspect fled on foot.)

The Willows neighborhood in 
Menlo Park borders a portion of 
the city of East Palo Alto.
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Enjoying Santa’s visit is the Espinosa family of Ladera. They are Carol (Crews) Espinosa, who grew 
up and lives in Ladera; her husband Chris Espinosa; and their children Tommy and Lydia. “One of our 
most treasured series of pictures are with Santa in front of the Konditorei, taken each year since 
Tommy was a baby,” says Carol.

Sage Santa visits Ladera Christmas fair 
By Marjorie Mader
Almanac Correspondent

When Santa stops at 
the Ladera Christ-
mas Fair, he arrives 

in a shiny, red fire engine.
 For 55 years, Bill Lane has 
played Santa Claus: first for 
Christmas parties at Sunset 
magazine, where he was pub-

lisher, and since 1990 (when 
the family sold Sunset) at the 
Ladera shopping center on 
Alpine Road. 
 For Sunset parties, he 
arrived by horseback, buggy, 
police car, a huge four-door 
Lincoln convertible, and even 
a helicopter with Stan Hiller at 
the controls.
  “But, It’s always by fire 

engine at Ladera,” says Mr. 
Lane, retired publisher of 
Sunset magazine and a key 
member of a group whose 
work led to the incorporation 
of the town of Portola Valley 
in 1964.
 At the Ladera Country Shop-
per, located at 3130 Alpine 

See SANTA, page 7

Armed man
tries home
invasion
 Menlo Park police are looking 
for a suspect in an attempted home 
invasion robbery Thursday night in 
the 2000 block of Menalto Avenue 
in the Willows neighborhood of 
Menlo Park.
 A resident of the home told police 
that at around 8 p.m. a young man 
rang the doorbell and attempted to 
force his way into the home, point-
ing a long-barreled black revolver 
at the resident and demanding his 
wallet.
 The resident and his wife man-
aged to keep the gunman from 
entering the home by pushing the 
door closed and locking it, said Sgt. 
Matthew Ortega of the Menlo Park 
Police Department.
 The suspect fled east on Menalto 
Avenue on foot, and then south on 
E. O’Keefe Street toward East Palo 
Alto, Sgt. Ortega said in a press 
statement.
 There was no property taken and 
no one was injured.
 Police describe the suspect as a 
black male in his late teens or early 
20s, approximately 5 foot 6 inches 
tall, and with a stocky build. The 
suspect was wearing black pants 
and jacket, a black beanie cap, and 
a red bandana around his face, 
police said.
 Anyone with information is 

See INVASION, page 7

See TRAFFIC, page 7
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Because of the Gift it Gave to Us.
Our son, Alexander, was born with a near fatal 

condition known as hydrops, which filled his 

tiny body with fluid. Thanks to the expert care 

from Packard’s team of doctors and nurses, 

Alexander’s life was saved.

Please join us in making a gift to Packard  

Children’s. Your support will bring the most 

advanced care to any child in our community. 

And that can make a world of difference to 

families like ours.

Support YOUR Children’s Hospital
Visit www.supportLPCH.org

S U P P O R T
C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O S P I TA L

YOUR

Our Family Gives
to Packard Children’s Hospital...



Road, Mr. Lane plays Santa for 
hundreds of children and their 
families, usually on the second 
Saturday in December. 
 This year, Santa stepped down 
from the Woodside Fire Pro-
tection District’s spic-and-span 
engine Dec. 13 and held court on a 
bench outside the Konditorei cafe 
for more than two hours. With 
kind words and gentle advice, 
Santa greeted the children.
 While waiting to perch on 
Santa’s lap, children were plant-
ing bulbs outside Ladera Gift and 
Garden Center, making frames 
for their Santa photos at the frame 
shop, taking a turn at swatting 
pinatas at Amigos Grill, and 
watching the balloon artist create 
animals and fanciful shapes.
 As Santa listened intently and 
talked with the children, photog-
rapher Susan Thomas of Portola 
Valley took pictures. (Some 400 
of the photos are now posted in 

the windows of the Konditorei.)
 People often wonder why the 
busy Bill Lane decided to lead a 
double life as Santa during the 
Christmas season. Here’s his 
answer:
 When Sunset moved from San 
Francisco to its new Cliff May- 
designed headquarters in Menlo 
Park in 1952, he suggested his 
father, publisher Laurence W. 
Lane Sr., host a Christmas party 
for children of Sunset staffers.
 “But who would be Santa?” 
responded his father, who quickly 
declined the ho-ho role. Young 
Bill thought about searching for 
a Santa, but decided finally he 
would play Santa himself. He 
rented a suit and used a pillow to 
fill out his tummy, he recalls.
 “It turned out that I really loved 
being Santa,” says Bill Lane. “I 
love relating to kids and hearing 
what they have to say.”
 He listens to their wishes, checks 
their lists, and also gives some gen-
tle advice. “Santa Claus watches 
very closely to see what you do,” 

he tells them. “Do you help around 
the house? Your parents do a lot for 
you, what do you do for them? Oh, 
that’s wonderful.”
 Santa also reminds them: “We 
live in a beautiful country, and 
we have to take care of it. When 
you’re out on a trail, hiking or just 
walking down the street, if you see 
trash, you should pick it up.”
 The children are “all excited 
about their gift list,” says Santa 
during an interview in his Por-
tola Valley home. “An amazing 
number of them want iPods or 
iPhones.”
 Being a wise man, Santa tells 
them he will try to bring the 
things they want, but he can’t 
promise. So many children want 
the same thing.
 “I personally have always 
enjoyed playing Santa,” he says, 
“but this year especially I got a lot 
of satisfaction from helping kids, 
and usually a parent or two, be 
happy together and forgetting any 
personal economic problems or 
troubles around the world.” A
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For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may 
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. 
I also offer a free market analysis of your property.

Mortgage Rate Watch

Q:  My adjustable rate mortgage 

loan will reset next year. Should I 

do anything about it now?

A:  Mortgage loan rates are 

coming down to lower levels. If 

you have a conforming loan, i.e., 

under $625,000, those rates are 

very attractive and getting more so 

since the Federal Reserve lowered 

the Federal funds rate to 0 - .25% 

this week. If you are not upside 

down on your mortgage, that is, 

your mortgage is higher than your 

house is worth, you would do well 

to refinance now.  Watch the rates 
carefully and when you find the 
best rate, you should move on it. 
You could wait to see what your 
loan rate will be when it resets, but 
to play it safe, you could refinance 
into a loan that is fixed for an 
extended period.

 If your loan is a jumbo, 
that is, higher than $625,000, 
those rates too are coming down 
considerably. Keep watching and 
when you see a loan that is right 
for your needs, you should refi-
nance if appropriate

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

SANTA 
continued from page 5

A Christmas to remember
 Bill Lane and his wife, Jean, have fond memo-
ries of Christmas down under in Australia. 
 When he served as the U.S. ambassador to 
Australia from 1985 to 1989, he packed his Santa 
suit. The only other personal items the Lanes 
took were his Presidential rocker, a gift from the 
Sunset staff, and Jean’s harpsichord.
 The Lanes hosted a festive and memorable 
Christmas party on the embassy grounds in 
Canberra in 1988, Australia’s bicentennial. 
 Ambassador Lane arrived as Santa and played 

the role he had perfected stateside.
 And Jean Lane played the piano for the sing-a-
long and orchestrated the instrumental chorus 
for some Christmas carols. Guests received a 
bamboo musical instrument from Thailand, 
called an “angklung,” that they shook when 
the appropriate number appeared on the poster 
board.
 The Lanes brought to Australia this musical 
tradition that they had used for many years at 
Christmas in their home.

Man with concealed gun arrested in park
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

An alert Atherton police officer patrolling Hol-
brook-Palmer Park on the night of Thursday, 
Dec. 18, discovered and arrested a man who 

had a loaded pistol concealed in his waistband. 
 Police arrested Zachary Mathews, 33, of Newark 
on charges of possession of a loaded and concealed 
firearm, possession with previous felony convic-
tion, and possession as a gang member, Atherton 
police Chief Glenn M. Nielsen said in a statement. 
 Mr. Mathews was booked into San Mateo 
County jail. 
 Holbrook-Palmer Park was officially closed — it 
closes half an hour after sunset — when Officer 

Gordon Dere stopped by a few minutes after 11 
p.m. and put his hand on the hood of an unoc-
cupied vehicle parked there, police said. The hood 
was warm to the touch. 
 While walking through the park, Mr. Dere 
encountered a man and woman near the tennis 
courts. An odor of marijuana led to some ques-
tions, after which Mr. Mathews handed over “a 
small amount” of marijuana to Mr. Dere, police 
said. 
 With two more Atherton officers now on the 
scene, Mr. Dere patted Mr. Mathews down and 
detected the handgun, a .380 caliber Bersa semi-
automatic pistol, police said. 
 Mr. Mathews’ companion was released without 
charges, police said.

 But Chief Goitia argued that 
responding to crime via traffic-
control measures would dictate an 
extreme response, such as enclosing 
a neighborhood completely. He 
wasn’t discounting the idea that 
geography affects crime patterns, 
he said, observing that easy free-
way access might help to explain 
the high burglary rate on Sharon 
Road. 

 But the idea of altering that geog-
raphy to ease crime rates might raise 
more questions than it answers.
 Chief Goitia acknowledged that 
the incidence of crime has increased 
by 47 percent over 2007 levels in the 
Willows (according to preliminary 
data), but he noted that crime had 
risen by over 30 percent citywide.
 He also pointed out that, despite 
the fact that Willows residents 
mobilized in response to several 
violent crimes, the high rate of 
property crime is the real concern 

in the neighborhood. Violent 
crime is significantly more preva-
lent in the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood than in the Willows, Chief 
Goitia said. A

TRAFFIC
continued from page 5

asked to contact the inves-
tigating officer at 330-6300 
or the anonymous tip line at 
330-6395.

INVASION 
continued from page 5
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■ New shade 
canopy and small 
house approved.
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Operators of the 272-acre 
Horse Park at Woodside 
now have the county’s 

permission to build several new 
structures, including a hay-
storage barn, a modular home 
for staff, and 60 stables. 
 And after years of Horse Park 
staff applying every six months 
to extend the facility’s use per-
mit, the San 
Mateo County 
Planning Com-
mission, on a 
4-0 vote, grant-
ed a nine-year 
permit for the 
property at the 
corner of Sand 
Hill and Whiskey Hill roads in 
unincorporated Woodside. 
 Commissioner Steve Dworetzky 
was absent for the Dec. 10 vote. 
 The decision reportedly did 
not have a lot of opposition at the 
meeting. According to county 
Planner Tiare Pena, Woodside 
resident and Horse Park neighbor 
Joan Baez did speak up for her 
preference for a five-year permit. 
 In an interview, Ms. Pena said 
that while Ms. Baez appeared to be 
comfortable with the commission’s 
decision, she had expressed concern 
that compliance could wane under 
a nine-year permit if new executives 
later came on board. 
 Horse Park representatives 
responded that while directors 
and staff may change, the facility’s 
integrity and dedication to its mis-
sion would not, Ms. Pena said. 
 County staff will check com-

pliance with the use permit after 
one year and then every two 
years, she said. 
 Stanford University owns the 
property, but university repre-
sentatives reportedly did not 
attend the Planning Commis-
sion meeting. 

Needs met
 Did Horse Park operators 
get everything they wanted? “I 
believe that they did, yes,” Ms. 
Pena said. 
 The new 576-square-foot hay 
barn, because it might be seen 
from Interstate 280, will use 

non-ref lective 
meta l sid-
ing and dis-
play natural 
coloring of 
tan and dark 
green, accord-
ing to the staff 
report. County 

staff must approve the colors. 
 The same colors will be used 
on the new stables, which will be 
located on the southeast part the 
property. Existing oak trees will 
screen the stables from the view of 
passersby on Sand Hill Road, the 
report said. The new permit also 
raises the maximum number of 
stabled horses to 120 from 100. 
 The modular house will be no 
larger than 1,000 square feet and 
is to be located behind the office 
near the entrance to the park, 
the report said. 
 A 2,400-square-foot, 18-foot-
high canopy with a green asphalt 
shingle roof will provide shade 
near the central show area. 
 The new permit also allows key-
holding members of the private 
Woodside Trails Club to ride in the 
oak woodland in the northeast 
corner of the 272-acre property. A

Two East Palo Alto gang members
arrested by new two-city police team
 Two members of the Taliban 
street gang were arrested last week 
by a newly formed street crimes 
unit made up of East Palo Alto and 
Menlo Park officers, according to 
East Palo Alto Detective Ed Soares.
 Danny Darnell Coleman of 
East Palo Alto was arrested after 
a short foot pursuit in Menlo 
Park. He was charged with hav-
ing a concealed weapon, being 
a member of a street gang with 
a firearm, a gang enhancement 
charge and resisting arrest.
 Jason Reese, another Taliban 
gang member, was arrested with 
Coleman and charged with a 
parole violation, Soares said.

 The police team also arrested 
two Pacific-Islander men, whose 
names were not available, for 
having two guns, including a 
loaded Uzi machine gun with 
300 rounds of ammunition. 
 The two also had scales for 
weighing drugs and night-vision 
goggles. Packaged narcotics for 
sale were also seized in the 
arrest, which occurred in the 
1100 block of Saratoga Avenue 
in East Palo Alto.
 The strike team, which began 
work Dec. 16, includes a ser-
geant and three detectives from 
the two police departments.
— Palo Alto Online

The new permit raises 
the maximum number 
of stabled horses to 

120 from 100. 

Woodside Horse Park 
receives nine-year permit; 
new barn, stables OK’d

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Holiday treat
Children at the Woodside Library enjoy the puppet show, “One Wacky Winter,” performed by Randal J. 
Metz on Dec. 17. At right is Erica Hurlbut with children Zeah, Andrew and John.

By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

The status of Menlo Park’s 
budget projections is 
uncertain, but that didn’t 

stop the City Council from decid-
ing unanimously to authorize 
$933,950 for the consulting firm 
Perkins+Will to carry out “phase 
two” of the El Camino Real / 
downtown “visioning” study.
 The first of three community 
meetings to solicit input over the 
course of the project is scheduled 
for late February, and the project 
is set to wrap up in October of 
2010, according to a report pre-
pared by the consultant.
 The blow to the city’s budget 
will be dampened by the fact that 
the study’s cost will be spread 
over three fiscal years, accord-
ing to staff — only $380,000 
will be allocated to this year’s 
budget. The city might also be 
able to recoup some of the cost 
in assessing fees to builders and 
applying for grants, Community 
Development Director Arlinda 
Heineck said.
 Menlo Park has already spent 
$226,000 on the first phase 
of the plan, resulting in the 
establishment of general guide-
lines for development along El 
Camino Real, improving east-
west connectivity across the 
thoroughfare, and “revitalizing” 
abandoned auto dealerships, 
among other issues.
 In the second stage, the city 
will hammer out a detailed par-
cel-by-parcel plan for El Camino 
and the downtown area, and 
examine potential impacts on 

traffic and city finances.
 Council members acknowl-
edged budgetary concerns dur-
ing the council’s Dec. 16 meet-
ing, but they were adverse to the 
idea of halting a project that has 
been a top priority.
 “We committed to it, and 
we need to keep going,” said 
Councilman Rich Cline in an 
interview. He added that putting 

the study off for fiscal reasons 
would be “short-sighted,” and 
that the city would likely have 
to find other ways to cut costs.
  Councilman John Boyle, who 
along with Mr. Cline sat on 
the subcommittee responsible for 
selecting the consultant, called the 
project a “reasonable expense” — 
even if it forces the city to dip into 
its financial reserves — because 
it represents an “extraordinary, 
one-time item,” rather than a 
structural, ongoing commitment.

Overcoming skepticism
 Mayor Heyward Robinson 
said he has been encouraged by 
community involvement in the 
study so far, but that residents’ 
skepticism about the process 

remains the highest hurdle the 
city has to clear. The city needs 
to work to get the community 
on board, Mr. Robinson said, 
and to convince people that 
this won’t be “another report 
on the shelf.”
 “A few little flare-ups” occurred 
at the community meetings dur-
ing the first phase, Councilman 
Andy Cohen said, attributing 
them to the age-old butting of 
heads between what Mr. Cohen 
called the advocates of progress, 
and of quality of life. He said 
he hopes the city can skirt that 
ideological impasse as citizens 
address more specific topics in 
the upcoming phase.
 Still, council members were 
quick to ensure that the agree-
ment with the consultant is 
non-binding. Either party can 
terminate the contract at any 
time, staff said.
 The city decided not to re-
hire Design Community & 
Environment, the consultant 
that conducted the first stage of 
the plan. Council members and 
city planning staff said residents 
had complained that the group 
facilitators hired by the consul-
tant were sometimes unable to 
prevent the loudest participants 
from controlling discussions 
during community meetings.
 Though the study will take 
time, residents will see its ben-
efits for years to come, Council-
woman Kelly Fergusson said in 
an interview. The city is decades 
behind in land use planning, she 
maintained, and it’s still trying 
to catch up. A

Residents’ skepticism 
about the process 

remains the highest 
hurdle the city has to 

clear, says Mayor 
Heyward Robinson.

City to spend $900,000 on ‘vision’ study
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By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Residents looking for writ-
ten reports of what went 
on at Menlo Park City 

Council meetings will get sum-
maries that are briefer than the 
ones they’re used to — for the 
next three months, at least.
 The council decided unani-
mously at its Dec. 16 meeting to 
authorize the use of a more stream-
lined form of meeting minutes, on 
a trial basis. Council members said 
that they would like to hear input 
from residents on which system 
they prefer before the council 
decides whether to stick with the 
new style of minutes.
 The city hopes to compensate 
for the briefer minutes with a 
more detailed indexing of the 
videos of council meetings post-
ed on the city’s Web site. The 
“summary” form of minutes 
the city currently uses not only 
records how council members 
voted, but also includes a brief 
description of comments made 
by every speaker, including 
members of the public.
 The new style approved by the 
council, called “action” minutes, 
would entail only a barebones list 
of actions taken by the council 
(including how council members 
voted), along with one-sentence 
summaries of announcements 
and presentations, according to 
City Clerk Margaret Roberts. 

Ms. Roberts will prepare the 
more detailed “summary” style 
of minutes for items involving 
an appeal, and at the request of 
a majority of council members 
for items they think might be of 
particular interest to the public.
 In a letter to the City Council 
e-mail log, Menlo Park resi-
dent Morris Brown argued that 
streamlining minutes would 
make city business less transpar-

ent, and that it would be more 
difficult for residents to get 
information about the context in 
which decisions are made.
 But Councilman John Boyle 
argued that important context 
tends to get left out of “sum-
mary” minutes, as well, and 
that the summaries run the risk 
of distorting council members’ 
stated opinions. Most residents 
just want to know how council 
members voted, he said.
 “If someone wants more detail, 
they can watch the video,” Mr. 
Boyle said.
 Councilman Andy Cohen said 
he was concerned that the heavi-
er reliance on video recordings 

might make it difficult for resi-
dents who aren’t as familiar with 
computers to follow the meetings. 
Ms. Roberts noted that VHS tapes 
and DVD recordings of meetings 
are available at the Menlo Park 
Library, and in her office.
 Ms. Roberts cited the time and 
cost of preparing “summary” 
minutes as another reason to 
make the switch. She estimated 
that she spends 20 hours per week 
preparing minutes for the coun-
cil — an expense of $71,380 per 
year. Action minutes, on the other 
hand, would take only about 90 
minutes to prepare, and would be 
available the morning following a 
meeting, Ms. Roberts said.
 City staff brought the proposal 
forward as an information item 
on the agenda — not as regular 
city business — because staff 
viewed it as a “ministerial” top-
ic, and because the council had 
requested it be brought back as 
an information item at an ear-
lier meeting, said City Manager 
Glen Rojas.
 Any item on the agenda can be 
acted upon if staff has made a 
recommendation, regardless of 
what category it’s listed under, 
according to Mr. Rojas. While 
he acknowledged it is unusual 
for the council to act on items 
not listed under the “consent” or 
“regular business” categories, he 
said he did not think that listing 
it as an information item limited 
public comment. A

Pioneer in liquid crystal displays
 A memorial service will be held 
in January for James L. Fergason 
of Menlo Park who held more 
than 130 patents in the United 
States. Mr. Fergason died Dec. 9 at 
age 74. Recently inducted into the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame, 
Mr. Fergason was known as the 
father of the modern liquid crys-
tal industry, say family members.
 James Fergason was born in 
Wakenda, Missouri. He served 
as an officer in the U.S. Army.
 After obtaining a bachelor’s 
degree in physics from the Uni-
versity of Missouri in 1956, he 
began his work on the practical 
uses of liquid crystals at the 
Westinghouse Research Labora-
tories in Pennsylvania, earning 
his first patent in 1963. He was 
granted a U.S. patent for a liquid 
crystal display that utilized the 
twisted nematic field effect (TN 
effect), according to Wikipedia.
 Mr. Fergason left Westing-
house to form his own com-
pany, ILIXCO, to manufacture 
these improved liquid crystal 

displays. His first customer was 
the Gruen Watch Co. of Switzer-
land, which used the technology 
to market the first liquid crystal 

display (LCD) watches using the 
technology. Most of the world’s 
digital watches use this kind of 
LCD display, says Wikipedia.
 Mr. Fergason has been hon-
ored with dozens of awards 
including the Richardson Medal 
from the American Optical 
Society and the Lemelson-MIT 
Prize, the highest award offered 
anywhere in the world for inven-
tion, say family members. In 
2001 Mr. Fergason was awarded 
an honorary doctorate from the 
University of Missouri.
  Through his professional 
organizations, he also mentored 
independent inventors. Serv-
ing on the U.S. Patent Office 
advisory board, he supported 
efforts to improve the quality of 
patents, say family members.
 Mr. Fergason is survived by 
his wife of 52 years, Dora of 
Menlo Park; children Teresa 
Neal, Jeffrey Fergason, John 
Fergason, and Susan Mortimer; 
brother Lewis Fergason; and 10 
grandchildren.

Menlo Park to use briefer minutes 
for council meetings on trial basis

‘If someone wants 
more detail, they can 

watch the video.’
COUNCILMAN JOHN BOYLE

  ■ OBITUARY

James Fergason

  NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING  
COMMISSION MEETING OF 
JANUARY 26, 2009

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission 
of the City of Menlo Park, California, is scheduled to review the 
following item: 

Minor Subdivision, Variance, Environmental Review/
Sharon Blood/1204-1206 N. Lemon Avenue: Request to 
subdivide one parcel into two parcels in the R-1-S (Single-Family 
Suburban) zoning district, and a request for a variance to permit 
the existing house to maintain a side setback of five feet from the 
proposed side property line where 10 feet would otherwise be 
required. Due to the variance request, the proposed project is 
not categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act and a Negative Declaration is being prepared to analyze the 
potential environmental impacts.

The proposal requires the preparation of a Negative Declaration 
(ND). The Initial Study prepared for the project identifies less 
than significant impacts for the following categories: Aesthetics, 
Agricultural Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural 
Resources, Energy and Mineral Resources, Geology and Soils, 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, 
Land Use and Planning, Noise, Population and Housing, Public 
Services, Recreation, Transportation/Traffic, and Utilities. The 
Initial Study for the project did not identify environmental impacts 
that are significant and unavoidable. The California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) requires this notice to disclose whether any 
listed toxic sites are present at the location. The project location 
does not contain a toxic site pursuant to Section 6596.2 of the 
Government Code. 

Copies of the project plans and Negative Declaration will be 
on file for review at the City Library and available for distribution 
at the Community Development Department, Civic Center, 701 
Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025, on Monday, December 
29, 2008. The review period for the Negative Declaration has 
been set from Monday, December 29, 2008 through Friday, 
January 23, 2009. Written comments should be submitted to 
the Community Development Department no later than 5:00 p.m., 
Friday, January 23, 2009.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing on this item in the Council 
Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, 
Menlo Park, on Monday, January 26, 2009, 7:00 p.m. or as 
near as possible thereafter, at which time and place interested 
persons may appear and be heard thereon. If you challenge these 
items in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you 
or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this 
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of Menlo 
Park at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the 
public on weekdays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
on Friday, with alternate Fridays closed, at the Department of 
Community Development, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park. Please 
call Megan Fisher, Associate Planner, if there are any ques-
tions or comments on this item. She may be reached at (650) 
330-6737 or email at mefisher@menlopark.org.

Published in THE ALMANAC  December 24, 2008
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  NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING 
COMMISSION MEETING 
JANUARY 12, 2009

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City 
of Menlo Park, California, is scheduled to review the following items: 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS

Use Permit/Connie Fitzgerald/1140 Middle Avenue:  
Request for a use permit to demolish an existing single-story, 
single-family residence and construct a new two-story, single-family 
residence on a substandard lot in regard to lot width in the R-1-S 
(Residential Single-Family Suburban) zoning district.

As part of this development, the following five heritage trees are 
proposed for removal: A stone pine in the middle of the property with a 
47.3-inch diameter at breast height (DBH) in fair condition, a stone pine 
in the right side yard with a 42.7-inch DBH in fair condition, a stone pine 
in the left side yard with a 15.2-inch DBH in poor condition, a privet in 
the rear yard with a 18-inch DBH in fair condition, and a privet in the 
left side yard with a 16.5-inch DBH in fair condition.

1430 O’Brien Drive, Suite A/TJet Technologies, Inc./
Use Permit: Request for a use permit for the indoor use and stor-
age of hazardous materials for the research and development and 
manufacture of organic light emitting diode (OLED) displays in the 
M-2 (General Industrial) zoning district.

PUBLIC MEETING ITEMS

Architectural Control/Sunset Publishing Corporation/80 
Willow Road: Request for architectural control for the removal of an 
existing sand volleyball area in a courtyard behind the existing main build-
ing, and the construction of a new outdoor test kitchen facility, including a 
fully-equipped kitchen with burners, grills, sinks, and refrigeration, a pizza 
oven, new landscaping and gardens, lighting, hardscape, and seating 
areas for property located in the C-1 zoning district.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing on public hearing items in the Council 
Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo 
Park, on Monday, January 12, 2009, 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible 
thereafter, at which time and place interested persons may appear and 
be heard thereon.  If you challenge this item in court, you may be limited 
to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered 
to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing.

The project file may be viewed by the public on weekdays between 
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate Fridays closed, at the 
Department of Community Development, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo 
Park.  Please call the Planning Division if there are any questions and/
or for complete agenda information (650) 330-6702.

Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por favor 
llame al 650-330-6702, y pregunte por un asistente que hable español.

DATED: December 18, 2008              Deanna M. Chow, Senior Planner
PUBLISHED: December 24, 2008 Menlo Park Planning Commission

Visit our Web site for Planning Commission public hearing, 
agenda, and staff report information: www.menlopark.org

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 24, 2008

Reiki for Relaxation 

Gift Certificates are thoughtful presents

Host a Healing Party 

Mobile Reiki for people and pets
Energy, Aura and Chakra Work    Distance and Psychic Healings 

Cynthia Greenberg,  Reiki Master/Teacher        

(650) 472 - 3932 awakentohealing.org cynthia@awakentohealing.org

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

The complaints about 
Atherton’s expensive for-
mula for calculating the 

business license fees charged 
to building contractors started 
in 2003. Now, nearly six years 
later, the town will be offering 
refunds to people who have been 
overcharged.
 The City Council acted in 
closed session on Dec. 17 to offer 
refunds for the fees, going back 
two years, said City Attorney 
Marc Hynes. 
 “I was happy to end the business 
license tax, but not about how far 
it would go back,” Councilman 
Charles Marsala told The Alma-
nac after the meeting.
 By changing the methodol-
ogy for calculating fees, some 
contractors and residents say 
they’ve been charged for doz-
ens more subcontractors than 
they’ve actually employed. The 
new Sacred Heart student center 
was charged $55,000 in business 
license fees, officials at the pri-
vate school said in an e-mail.
 Mr. Marsala, who has been 
pressing town officials on the 
issue for the past year, in 
October sent out an e-mail 

to residents warning them to 
make refund requests as soon 
as possible or risk having them 
rejected for not being timely.
 Prior to 2003, Atherton charged 
a flat business license fee of $250 
to general contractors and $150 

to their subcontractors on an 
annual basis, in accordance with 
its municipal code. 
 That changed March 19, 
2003, when the council voted 
unanimously to begin charg-
ing .36 of a percent of the value 
of the construction project as 
a business license fee. Then-
finance director John Johns 
was quoted in an Almanac 
story as saying that the change 
was intended to address “wide-
spread noncompliance” by 
subcontractors who didn’t pay. 
As a result, Atherton saw 
its revenues from business 
licenses jump from $150,000 

to $450,000 annually.
 This fall, threatened with legal 
action, Atherton hired MuniSer-
vices LLC to review its business 
license fees. That report was not 
made public, but the council 
reviewed it in closed session, 
Mr. Marsala said. Whatever the 
result, the MuniServices review 
apparently prompted the City 
Council to rescind the town’s 
percentage-based calculation 
and go back to its f lat fees.
 General contractors may apply 
for refunds of business license 
fees paid in the past two years — 
Dec. 17, 2006, to Dec. 17, 2008 
— less the $250 annual flat fee, 
according to Mr. Hynes.
 Mr. Marsala said the town is 
legally obligated to offer refunds 
only for fees paid in the past 
year, but the council opted to 
extend it to two years. He said 
he is reflecting on his closed-
session vote, and may ask to 
revisit the topic.
 “If we knew about it in 2003, 
based on (The Almanac’s) story, 
do we have an obligation to take 
action and go back further?” 
Mr. Marsala said.
 A press release explaining the 
process for seeking refunds is 
posted on the town’s Web site, 
www.ci.atherton.ca.us. A

Grants provide $3 million for food, shelter services
 Forty-seven nonprofit organi-
zations will receive $3 million 
in grants from Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation to help 
provide food and shelter in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties 
during the current economic cri-
sis, the foundation announced.
 “The impact of the current 
economic downturn has been 
swift and steep,” says Emmett 
D. Carson, president of the 
foundation.
 Safety-net providers are see-
ing demand skyrocket while 
revenue drops, he said.
 Second Harvest Food Bank, 
which will receive a $300,000 

grant, reports a 55 percent 
increase in calls for help during 
the first quarter of 2008, com-
pared to the same quarter in 
2007. Most of the new callers had 
never sought assistance before, a 
foundation spokesperson said.
 Other local organizations 
receiving grants:
 ■ Shelter Network, a principal 
provider of homeless services in 
San Mateo County, $175,000.
 ■ Samaritan House in San 
Mateo,  $150,000 for its food 
program and a homeless shel-
ter.
 ■CORA, $62,500 for emer-
gency shelter for domestic vio-

lence victims.
 ■ East Palo Alto Senior Cen-
ter, $45,650 for food and sup-
plies to provide hot breakfasts 
and soup lunches for seniors and 
disabled adults.
 ■ Ecumenical Hunger Project, 
$45,000 for emergency food.
 ■ El Concilio of San Mateo 
County, $50,000 to provide infor-
mation and referral along with 
emergency housing and food.
 ■ HIP Housing, $40,000 for 
salaries for the emergency shel-
ter program administrator and 
case manager for the Self-Suf-
ficiency Program, which offers 
shelter to homeless families.

Workshop helps girls fight esteem-wrecking images
 Britney Spears is too fat. Nicole 
Ritchie is too thin. One of the 
Olsen twins has an eating disor-
der — is that a good thing or a bad 
thing? And how is a girl supposed 
to develop a healthy self-image in 
this kind of environment?
 Mixed messages in the media 
are nothing new, and the Menlo 
Park library is hosting a work-
shop to help teens establish a 
healthy body image despite a 
barrage of degrading, sexualized 
images of women everywhere 
they look.
 The free workshop — “The 

Secret Story: How Advertisers 
Sell You Beauty” — is open to 
girls in grades 7-12 and will 
be held from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 7. It’s led by an 
expert in body image and media, 
Anne Sutkowi from About Face 
(www.about-face.org). Atten-
dance is limited to 30 young 
women. RSVP to andrus@plsin-
fo.org or 330-2530.

School boards reorganize
 It’s that time of year, when 
school boards reorganize and 
new members are sworn in. The 

Menlo Park City School District 
said farewell to board members 
Bruce Ives and Terry Thygesen, 
and seated newly appointed 
members Maria Hilton and Mark 
Box. Deborah Fitz was chosen to 
serve as the board president, and 
Jeff Child as vice president.
 Trustees of the Woodside Ele-
mentary School District chose 
Karen Werner to serve as the 
board president, and Ginger 
Bamford as the vice president.

  ■ BRIEFS

Atherton to refund business license fees

The new Sacred Heart 
student center was 
charged $55,000 in 
business license fees, 
officials there said.
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Your chance to reduce the
increasing threat to youth in our

challenged neighborhoods.
FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS STEP IN TO OFFER

MATCHING FUNDS FOR YOUR DONATIONS NOW!

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

While many of us have experienced investment losses in these tough times, people in our low-income
neighborhoods are being hit the hardest. Jobs and homes are disappearing. Crime and violence are on the
rise. Children face increasing threats to their safety and education.

Here at the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula, we see and hear every day the problems kids face in our
at-risk neighborhoods. Just this month, the six-year-old sister of one of our highest achieving members was
wounded in a drive-by shooting. It was one of a five East Palo Alto shootings in six days.

During this economic crisis, young people need the Club more than ever. Here they can find safety,
productive activities and caring adults to help them learn and grow. More than 1,000 come to our eight
sites daily.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula is on the front lines of the effort to keep kids progressing in
education so they’ll become productive citizens. Despite jeopardized budgets in this economy, the Club is
trying to extend its hours and to keep clubhouses open during the holidays. Perhaps more than any other
time in our 50-year history, our children need a place to be safe.

We can’t do this alone. Our programs are made possible by community support. We need your help.

Some concerned foundations and corporations are echoing our call. The Morgan Family Foundation,
the Louis R. Lurie Foundation, the Grove Foundation, and the Oracle Corporation have each agreed to
match donations dollar-for-dollar up to $250,000.

This is an opportunity to have your gift multiplied up to four times. And you will be doing something
about the disturbing headlines appearing in these newspapers. Thousands of young people are depending
on us.

To make a donation, simply mail your check to the address below.

For more information, or if you’d like to give online, please visit us at www.bgcp.org.

Peter Fortenbaugh
Executive Director

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
Challenge Grant
401 Pierce Road

Menlo Park, CA 94025

This space made possible with generous support from Oracle.
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By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

Tentative labor agreements 
between the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District 

and its employees will be avail-
able for review by the public at 
least 15 calendar days before the 
district board votes to ratify or 
reject them at a public meeting — 
a significant change in the “sun-
shine” practices of the district.
 The district board voted 4-1 on 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, to adopt the pol-
icy introduced by board member 
Peter Carpenter, who maintained 
that the district’s practice of making 
the terms of tentative agreements 
available to the public only days 

before ratification was inadequate.
 Board member Rex Ianson 
voted against the policy, raising 
concerns about changing the dis-
trict’s practices during the middle 
of current negotiations, according 
to board President Bart Spencer.
 Mr. Spencer said he shares 
that concern, as do several other 
board and staff members. But 
in the end the board major-
ity accepted the staff and legal 
counsel’s recommendation to 
approve the policy “to allow for 
adequate review and comment 
by the public prior to final board 
action” on labor agreements.
 The labor negotiations will 
still take place behind closed 

doors; the policy changes only 
the length of time the terms of 
a tentative agreement, which 
will have already been reviewed 
by members of the firefighters’ 
union, will be available for pub-
lic review.
 John Wurdinger, president 
of the Menlo Park Firefighters’ 
Association, said the new policy 
won’t require that things be 
done “that much different from 
how we’re doing it now,” because 
the information has been avail-
able weeks before the board has 
ratified agreements. “This is just 
putting it in writing,” he said.
 Mr. Carpenter noted ear-
lier this month, however, that 
although the information might 
technically have been available, 
it was unlikely that a member 
of the public would know when 
a tentative agreement had been 
reached, and the district hadn’t 
made that information public 
until just days before board 
ratification, when it published 
the meeting agenda.
 He said he would push the dis-
trict to make a vigorous effort 
to inform the public about the 
terms of the tentative agreement 
during the 15-day “sunshine” 
period, including posting it on 
the district’s Web site.
 Mr. Wurdinger said the discus-
sion at last week’s meeting about 
public access to information had 
an unexpected side benefit. The 
firefighters’ association, he said, 
has been asking the district to 
post the ratified labor agreement 
between the district and unrep-
resented employees — including 
the fire chief and top officers 
— on the Web site for about two 
years, to no avail.
 But when, during the meeting, 
association vice president Mike 
Sweeney requested that the infor-
mation be posted, Mr. Carpenter 
questioned why it wasn’t on the 
Web site, Mr. Wurdinger said. 
The agreement has since been 
posted, he said, “and we’d like to 
thank Peter Carpenter for that.”
 He said the represented employ-
ees’ contracts have been posted on 
the Web for many years.

Menlo Park changes?
 Spurred by Mr. Carpenter’s 
efforts, Menlo Park Councilman 
John Boyle submitted a letter 
to the City Council, calling for 
more transparency when the 
council meets in closed sessions.
 He offered a number of options 
to discuss at a future meeting, 
including making more informa-
tion available to the public after 
closed sessions, within the limits 
of what is legally allowed.
 The issue was discussed at the 
council’s Dec. 16 meeting, and 
the council agreed to add it to the 
list of possible topics for a future 
study session. A
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50% off 
Your First Two 

Training Sessions
Good towards the first two sessions with 
an AXIS staff trainer. May not be com-
bined with other offers or discounts. 

Expires 3/31/09. Code: Almanac

Bring in this ad to receive

A X I S
P E R F O R M A N C E 

C E N T E R

Menlo Park
(650) 463-1920

www.axispt.com Expert Personal Trainers                           
Certif ied Massage Therapists

Ring in 2009 with a healthy start.
Get the help you need with one of our expert trainers.

Expires 12/31/09. Code: Almanac

Internal Medicine • Pediatrics • Infectious Disease • Emergency Medicine

CONCIERGE FAMILY HEALTHCARE™
• 24/7 Access to a Doctor Who Knows You
• Comprehensive Executive Physicals
• Nutrition & Fitness Programs
• Wellness Counseling for Adults & Adolescents
• House Calls
• Electronic Medical Record with secure
   web-portal access for patients
• ER Doctor In-House

2 9 7 9  W o o d s i d e  R o a d  •  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2

650.851.4747 • www.villagedoctor.com

Old Fashioned Values,
         Modern Medicine™

Internal Medicine • Pediatrics • Family Medicine • Emergency Medicine

2979 WOODSIDE ROAD • WOODSIDE, CA 94062
650.851.4747 • WWW.VILLAGEDOCTOR.COM

 Local towns have scheduled 
the following holiday hours: 

 ■ Atherton: The town’s 
administrative offices and 
branch post office will be 
closed Thursday, Dec. 25, for 
Christmas and Thursday, Jan. 
1, for New Year’s Day. The 
Planning Commission’s Dec. 
24 meeting has been cancelled. 
The next scheduled meeting is 
Jan. 8, starting at 6 p.m. Call 
752-0500 for information.

 ■  Portola Valley:  Town 
Hall closes at 1 p.m. Dec. 24, 
Christmas Eve, and won’t 
reopen until  8:30 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 2. 

 ■ Woodside: Town Hall 
will close at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 23, and not reopen until 

8 a.m. Monday, Jan. 5. 

 ■ Menlo Park: City Hall 
and the police department will 
be closed on Wednesday, Dec. 
24, and Thursday, Dec. 25, 
but will be open Friday, Dec. 
26. They will also be closed 
Thursday and Friday, Jan. 1-2.

 The Burgess Recreation Cen-
ter and Onetta Harris Com-
munity Center in Menlo Park 
are both closed Christmas and 
New Year’s weeks; they will 
re-open Monday, Jan. 5. The 
Burgess Pool will be closed on 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

 Both the main library in the 
Civic Center and Belle Haven 
library will be closed Dec. 24 
and Dec. 25, and from 5 p.m. 
on Dec. 31 through Jan. 1.

Towns go on holiday hours
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pamf.org

Palo Alto Medical Foundation 
wins an IHA award for  

Top Overall Performance. 

Congratulations to the doctors and 
clinical staff on being recognized for 
patient satisfaction, clinical quality, 

and adoption of IT to support patient 
care. It’s reassuring recognition of  

our continued pursuit of the  
cure for common medicine.

Supervisors reject special election, appoint Groom to vacant seat
 San Mateo City Councilwom-
an Carole Groom was appointed 
Dec. 16 to fill the Board of 
Supervisors seat left vacant by 
Jerry Hill, who was elected to 
the state Assembly.
 The supervisors by a 3-1 vote 
appointed Ms. Groom in lieu of 
holding a special election, which 
would have cost between $1.6 
and $1.7 million, county spokes-
man Marshall Wilson said. 
 Supervisor Rich Gordon made 
a motion for an election, but 

failed to get a second, and the 
board opted to appoint one of 
the 11 applicants. 
 Mr. Gordon also cast the dis-
senting vote. 
 “There is a time for an 
appointment. There is a time 
for an election. This cycle calls 
for an election,” he said in a 
statement. “Now is the time for 
democracy.”
 Supervisors must live in the 
district they represent, but 
they are elected county-wide 

or appointed by the Board of 
Supervisors.
 Ms. Groom will represent Dis-
trict 2, which includes Belmont, 
Foster City and San Mateo. She 
has lived in the district for 32 
years.
 In 2000, she was appointed to 
the San Mateo City Council for 
one year to fill a vacant seat. She 
then was elected to the council 
in 2001 and again in 2005, and 
served as mayor in 2004 and 
2008. 

 She is vice president of Mills-
Peninsula Health Services and 
serves on the board of directors of 
SamTrans and the county’s Hous-
ing Endowment and Regional 
Trust. She also is a member of the 
county’s Blue Ribbon Task Force 
on Adult Health Care Coverage 
Expansion.
 “I do think Carole rises to the 
top,” board president Adrienne 
Tissier said in a statement. “She’s 
done planning, she’s tackled 
huge budgets and has served on 

regional boards.”
 Mr. Hill announced his res-
ignation from the five-member 
Board of Supervisors in Novem-
ber after he was elected to the 
19th Assembly District seat.
 Ms. Groom expects to start 
serving her term on the Board of 
Supervisors by Jan. 6. Her Dis-
trict 2 term ends Jan. 3, 2011. 

— Bay City News Service 
contributed to this report.

Parking limits
on holiday
 Relaxed holiday parking rules 
are in effect in 
Menlo Park. 
Through Sunday, 
Jan. 4, parking in downtown 
plazas is unlimited. And through 
Saturday morning, Jan. 3, there 
will be no enforcement of over-
night parking rules.

Candidates sought for
two commissions
 Aspirants to the Transporta-
tion and Environmental Quality 
commissions have until Jan. 20 
to apply. The city has extended 
the deadline, originally Dec. 
8, because it didn’t receive any 
applications for those commis-
sions’ open seats, according to 
City Clerk Margaret Roberts.
 The Environmental Qual-
ity Commission advises the City 
Council on matters related to 
environmental protection, sus-
tainable practices, and historical 
preservation. The Transportation 
Commission advises the council 
on traffic and transportation 
issues, and hears appeals of city 
decisions related to traffic, park-
ing and transportation.
 Applications can be obtained 
at tinyurl.com/appcomm, or by 
e-mailing Ms. Roberts at msrob-
erts@menlopark.org.

Council takes break
 The Menlo Park City Council 
won’t meet either this week or next 
week. The next council meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 6.

MENLO WATCH

www.AlmanacNews.com

Anytime.

Online. 
Anyplace. 
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THE ALMANAC

Holiday Fund
FOR THE 16TH YEAR, THE ALMANAC OFFERS READERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO MULTIPLY 

THEIR CHARITY DOLLARS BY GIVING THROUGH THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY FUND.

By Jim Bramlett

St. Anthony’s Padua Dining 
Room serves 500 guests dai-
ly, Monday through Satur-

day, 52 weeks 
a year. All in 
the commu-
nity are wel-
come to enjoy 
a hot meal, 
and then take 
home a bag 
full of food 
items including produce.
 Thanksgiving and Christmas 
are the busiest days of the year, 
serving as many as 1,000 meals 
on these holidays.
 In conjunction with the Men-

lo Park Fire Protection District, 
toys are collected during the 
Christmas season. As many as 
2,000 children receive toys dur-
ing an annual giveaway event 
held in the parking lot just 
before Christmas. 
 Our guests include working 
and nonworking singles, entire 
families, senior citizens, home-

less, and newcomers to the area.
 Many in our community do not 
have health insurance or ready 
access to medical care. To provide 
fundamental health services and 
assistance, a public health nurse is 
on-site one day each week.
 In addition to serving guests 
in the dining room, St. Antho-
ny’s provides meals to the Maple 
Street Shelter and Sequoia Chil-
dren’s Center in Redwood City, 
and the Clara-Mateo Shelter in 
Menlo Park.
 The Dining Room first opened 
its doors in 1974 to serve the 
low-income elderly a weekend 
meal supplement in a social and 
friendly atmosphere. However, the 
need in the community was much 
greater and allowed St. Anthony’s 
to quickly grow into the much 
larger operation it is now, serving 
six days a week year-round.

Clothing distribution
 The Clothing Distribution 
Center provides 1,000 patrons 
a month with shoes, clothing, 
blankets, sleeping bags, and baby 
and infant wear. 
 Adjacent to the Padua Din-
ing Room, the Clothing Center 
is open Wednesday for women 
and Thursday for men, and other 
times on an emergency basis.
 Donations of gently used cloth-
ing are welcome and always need-
ed. They can be dropped off at the 

Gifts to the Holiday Fund 
benefit St. Anthony’s Padua 
Dining Room in North Fair Oaks. 
To give to the Holiday Fund, see 
the coupon on the next page or 
go to TheAlmanacOnline.com.

   ■ HOLIDAY FUND

Volunteers serve a holiday meal at St. Anthony’s Padua Dining Room.

Welcome to St. Anthony’s,
for a hot, nutritious meal

About the author: 
Jim Bramlett is 
chairman of the 
Advisory Council 
for St. Anthony’s 
Padua Dining Room 

Published in THE ALMANAC on 
December 24, 31, 2008 and January 7, 14 2009.

BICYCLE COMMITTEE
Meets third Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises and recommends to the Town 
Council on the policies for planning, developing, 
maintaining, and usage of Town's bikeways system.

CONSERVATION AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, 
Planning Commission, and staff on conservation, open 
space, noise, public services and facilities as pertaining 
to the elements of the Town's General Plan.

LIVESTOCK AND ANIMAL CONTROL 
COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Wednesday of each month; 5:30 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises the Planning Director on applications 
for commercial stable permits, dog kennel permits, and 
exception requests to the private stable regulations.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Thursday of each month, 5:00 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, 
Planning Commission and staff in implementing the 
policies and goals of the Open Space and Conservation 
elements of the General Plan, specifi cally with respect to 
acquisition and maintenance of conservation easements 
and open space preservation.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Meets on call of Chair; appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff on 
issues of community public safety, including police and 
fi re services provided within the Town.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Meets fi rst Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed 
for three year term.

The Committee guides the activities of the community 
recreation programs.

TRAILS COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 3:00 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee reviews land divisions, subdivisions and 
conditional use permits for locations for equestrian, pedestrian 
and bicycle trails and makes recommendations to the staff 
and to the Planning Commission.

WOODSIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE
Meets fi rst Thursday of each month, 9:30 a.m.; appointed 
for two year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff regarding 
actions, policies and plans relating to historic preservation.

Committees are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory 
capacity to the Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and applications 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon and 1 – 5:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, or telephone (650) 851-6790, or 
through the Town's web site at www.woodsidetown.org. Deadline 
for applications is Friday, January 16, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
INVITES APPLICATIONS

FOR COMMITTEES

ALPINE /WEST MENLO

LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALLLITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
SIGNUPS (AGES 5-12, AND 13-18)

Please visit the League website for online registration and information, all divisions:
http://www.eteamz.com/alpine/index.cfm

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE:
• Majors (ages 9-12): REGISTRATION OPEN
• Minors (ages 9-12): REGISTRATION OPEN
• Majors and Minors Players: Deadline to register 

online is January 15, 2009. Tryouts required.
• Juniors/Seniors/Big (ages 13-18): REGISTRATION OPEN
Pitching Machine (8): Registration opens Jan. 2, 2009
Coach Pitch (7): Registration opens Jan. 2, 2009
T-Ball (ages 5-6): Registration opens Jan. 2, 2009

Registration questions? Contact Karen Lucian, 
karenlucian@sbcglobal.net

(Please contact division commissioners with all non-registration related questions.) Continued on next page
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■  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
  Provides after-school academic support and enrichment activities 

for 1,000 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses 
in Menlo Park's Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and 
Redwood City, and after-school programs at schools in these 
communities designed to extend the learning day and supple-
ment the school's curriculum.

■  Ecumenical Hunger Program
  Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, special 

children's programs and sometimes financial assistance to families 
in need, regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving 
and Christmas baskets for more than 1,500 households.

■  Family Connections 
  Provides a free parent-participation preschool program that 

includes parent education, parent leadership, preschool and 
pre-kindergarten for 400 people, including children, ages new-
born to 5, at three sites in the Belle Haven neighborhood of 
Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the North Fair Oaks neighbor-
hood of Redwood City.

■  Project Read-Menlo Park
  Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area. 

Trained volunteers work one-to-one or in small groups to help 
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effec-
tively at home, at work, and in the community. In 2007-08, a 
total of 120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

■  Ravenswood Family Health Center
  Provides primary medical care, behavioral health services and pre-

ventive health care for all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East 
Palo Alto. It also operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 
22,700 registered patients, most are low-income and uninsured.

■  Second Harvest Food Bank
  The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 

Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of food 
last year. It gathers donations from individuals and businesses 
and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month 
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

■  St. Anthony's Padua Dining Room
  Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and 

friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by con-
tributions from the community, St. Anthony's is the largest soup 
kitchen between San Francisco and San Jose. It offers groceries 
to take home and distributes clothing to families.

■  St. Francis Center (North Fair Oaks)
  Provides services for families in need with the goal of helping 

them to live in dignity and become self-supporting community 
members. Assists 2,400 people each month with such services 
as low-income housing, food and clothing, showers and laundry, 
counseling, community garden, and education.

■  Shelter Network
  Provides short-term shelter and transitional housing services to 

more than 3,700 people and children each year. Offers programs 
for families and individuals to become self-sufficient and return to 
permanent housing.

■  Youth and Family Enrichment Services
  Provides many programs to help people who struggle with sub-

stance abuse, domestic violence, and mental health, relationship 
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families and 
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, educa-
tion, and residential services.

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to 
programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers contributed $116,000, and with available 
matching grants, over $150,000 was raised for 10 agencies 
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numer-
ous other services to those in need. 
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the ex-

tent possible, by generous community corporations, foundations, 
and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law. 
 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally 
among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the Almanac's Holiday Fund will support 
these nonprofit organizations in the community

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2008, unless the donor checks the 
anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  THE HOLIDAY FUND
Enclose this coupon and send to:    The Almanac Holiday Fund 

The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025

By Credit Card: ❏  Visa  or  ❏  MasterCard No.  _______________________________________

 Exp. Date  ________________________________________________________

 Signature  _________________________________________________________

Name of donor ______________________________________________Amount $ ______________

Street address _______________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________State _______________ Zip ____________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.      ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In honor of:    ❑ In memory of: ___________________________________________________

Rotary Club of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO:   TheAlmanacOnline.com

Giving 
to the 

utions to the Holiday Fund go directly to tent possible, by generous community corporations, foundations,

Holiday FundHoliday Fund
Your gift helps children and others in needAs of Dec. 18, 2008

Anonymous (31 gifts) ........ $16,770
Judy & Doug Adams.....................*
Barbara Bessey & Kevin Gilmartin *
Carmen Biland .............................*
Barbara & Bill Binder ....................*
Ann Benson & Iris Harrell .............*
Elizabeth Blair ...................... $500
James Brice ..........................$150
Shirley & Jerry Carlson ................*
Kirke Comstock Family ..........$100
Erika Crowley ..............................*
Nancy Davidson .....................$100
Patricia & Bill Dewes ................$25
Lisa, Brian, Sean & 

Jesse Donnellan .......................*
Kristin & Ram Duriseti ..................*
Candy & Tim Eastham  .................*
Barbara & Bob Ells ................$100
James Esposto ............................*
Fanning Family .............................*
Pat & Dan Finlay ..................... $40
Jan Fisher............................... $50
Mary Ford ....................................*
Florine & John Galen ....................*
Penny & Greg Gallo ............... $500
Marilyn Green & 

Drew McCalley ...................$100
Catherine Habiger & Richard Ruby ....*
Sandy & Andy Hall .......................*
Mary & Doug Heller .....................*
Anne Hillman & 

George Comstock ............$1,000
Donna Ito & Jozef Ruck ..........$100
Barbara Jacobson .......................*
Esther Judd .................................*
Nita& Clay Judd ...........................*
Andrea Julian .........................$250
Sybille Katz .................................*
Dorothy Kennedy .........................*
Julia Kringel .................................*
Jean & Bill Lane  ..........................*
Diana Laraway ...................... $200
Carol & Hal Louchheim .................*
Lorraine Macchello ................$100
Donna Mackowski ........................*
Margaret & Jamis MacNiven .........*
Linda & John Montgomery .... $200
Anne Moser .................................*
Stephanie & Jim Nisbet ................*
Marion & Bob Oster .....................*
Martha & Robert Page .................*

Mr. & Mrs. C. Pausa .....................*
Raydean Randlett.................. $200
Margo Ritter ................................*
Michael Roberts ....................$100
Melba & Bill Rogoway ...................*
Helen & Glen Ruffner ...................*
Mary Ann & Marc Saunders ..........*
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Schreck ......$250
Barbara & Robert Simpson ..........*
Thelma & John Smith ...................*
Karen Sortino ..............................*
Paula Stewart ........................$100
Lina Swisher & Dan Rubin .............*
Helen & Glen Ruffner ...................*
Caroline Tonetti ...........................*
Onnolee Trapp .............................*
Anne Tuttle ........................... $350
Roma & Gary Wagner ...................*
Rose Wright .................................*
Julie & Craig Wyreman .................*
Elizabeth Yasek & Michael Fleice ..*
Julie & Joe Zier ......................$100

In honor of
Spangle Associates for 

Portola Valley Town Staff
Lynore Banchoff for Eliza, Natalie 

and Mariah Banchoff Grover
Sherry Chuang for Jason Chuang
Adam Creeger for the teachers 

and staff at La Entrada Middle 
School

Kayleen & Fred Miler for Hattie, 
Charlie and Krisitn

Shirley & John Reiter for Lucas 
Matthew

In memory of
Kathleen Anderson for 

William Anderson
Carolyn & Colon Gulledge for 

Esther Johnson
Carmen & John Quackenbush for-

Larry Wenrick
Jo Ann Rogers for James Rogers
Barbara Seaney for Martin Seaney

TOTALS: As of Dec. 18, 2008, a 
total of 109 donors have given 
$60,970 to The Almanac’s 
Holiday Fund.

* The asterisk designates that the 
donor did not want to publish the 
amount of the gift.

Holiday Fund donors

Clothing Center Monday through 
Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 At St. Anthony’s, “we do not 
believe in miracles. … We count 
on them.” A

For more information about St. 
Anthony’s, call 365-9664 (Dining 
Room), 364-2557 (Clothing Cen-
ter) or go online at www.padu-
adiningroom.com. The mailing 
address is: St. Anthony’s Padua 
Dining Room, 3500 Middlefield 
Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

Continued from previous page 

Be sure to SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday season

Thanks.
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What are you doing New Year’s Eve?
 If dancing the night away is 
your idea of welcoming in 2009, 
here are some suggestions:
 A New Year’s Eve ball featur-
ing Paul Price’s Society Orches-
tra will be held Wednesday, 
Dec. 31, from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 
a.m. at the Palo Alto Masonic 
Center, 451 Florence St. in Palo 
Alto. There be a free waltz lesson 
at 8 p.m. Cost is $25. For more 
information, go to paulpriceor-
chestra.com/NYE08.html.
 The Little House community 

center in Menlo Park will cel-
ebrate with the Jerry J Quartet 
from 8 p.m. to midnight in the 
auditorium. Dressy attire is 
requested. Cost is $20 per per-
son and $30 per couple. Little 
House is located at 800 Middle 
Ave. For more information, call 
326-2025.
 The British Bankers Club 
is having a masquerade party 
on New Year’s Eve. Tickets are 
available for a four-course holi-
day dinner. After dinner, there 
will be dancing to a DJ and a 
live art show featuring models 
painted in body art. The BBC is 
located at 1090 El Camino Real 
in Menlo Park. For more infor-
mation, call 327-8769.
 If listening to music appeals 
more than dancing, you might 
want to know that organist 
James Welch will present a 
New Year’s Eve concert at 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 31, at St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 
Colorado Ave. in Palo Alto. The 
program will range from works 
by J.S. Bach to “American in 
Paris” by George Gershwin. 
Donation is $10. For more infor-
mation, call 326-3800. 

Church concert
on Christmas Eve
 The St. Raymond chorus will 
present its 10th annual holiday 
concert on Wednesday, Dec. 24, 
at St. Raymond church, 1100 
Santa Cruz Ave. in Menlo Park.
 The 80-member chorus, con-
ducted by composer Patrick 
Feehan, will perform at 4:30 
p.m., followed by a Christmas 
Mass at 5:15 p.m. The pro-
gram will include a variety of 
contemporary and traditional 
songs during the concert and 
service to follow, says Mr. Fee-
han. The concert is free and 
open to the public.

Catch the wave
at history museum
 Visitors will be able to “Catch 
the big wave at Maverick’s” on 
the Waverider, a multi-sensory 
game interface, at the San 
Mateo County History Museum 
through Dec. 31. Hours are 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
 The admission charge is $4 for 
adults and $2 for students and 
seniors. The museum is located 
at 2200 Broadway in Redwood 
City. For more information, call 
299-0104.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
HOLBROOK-PALMER PARK 
MAIN HOUSE LAWN FOUNTAIN
PROJECT NO. 08-006

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the office of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, 
California 94027, until 3:00 p.m. JANUARY 8, 2009, at which time they will be publicly opened and read, for performing 
the following work:

Re-install historic fountain with new equipment and landscaping including planters, pathways, benches and trees in 
the Main House lawn at Holbrook-Palmer Park.

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed envelopes clearly marked: “Bid of (Contractor) 
for HOLBROOK-PALMER PARK MAIN HOUSE LAWN FOUNTAIN, Project No. 08-006”, along with date and time 
of bid opening.

Plans and specifications may be obtained at the Town of Atherton Public Works Department, 91 Ashfield Road, 
Atherton CA 94027, for a non-refundable fee of $30.00. Additional important information is contained in Town of Atherton 
Standard Specifications, which are available for an additional $20.00. If shipping is requested, there will be an additional 
charge of $20.00.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a cashier’s or certified check or bid bond for not less 
than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded the Contract, will fulfill the terms of 
the bid. The Town of Atherton reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and/or to waive any irregularities therein.

 Bidders are hereby notified that, pursuant to California Civil Code Sections 3247 and 3248 and Standard 
Specifications Section 3.02, the successful bidder will be required to provide payment and performance bonds in the 
amounts stated in Section 3.02 of the Standard Specifications.

Bidders are hereby notified that provisions of California Labor Code regarding prevailing wages are applicable to the 
work to be performed under this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq. the general prevailing wage rates have been 
determined by the Director of the California Department of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing 
Wage Rates. Copies are on file at the office of the City Engineer and are available to interested parties upon request. The 
successful bidder shall post a copy of the wage rates at the job site.

The Contractor may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under the contract, without retention of any portion 
of the payment by the Town of Atherton, by depositing securities of equivalent value to the retention amount in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 22300 of the California Public Contracts Code.

The successful bidder must be licensed under the provisions of Chapter 9, Division 3, of the California Business and 
Professions Code to do the type of work contemplated in the project at the time the contract is awarded and shall be 
skilled and regularly engaged in the general class or type of work called for under the Contract. Failure of the bidder to 
obtain proper and adequate licensing for an award of the contract shall constitute a failure to execute the contract and 
result in the forfeiture of the bidder’s bid security.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its experience and qualifications. The state-
ment shall be made on the forms provided by the Town and must accompany each bid. The three lowest bidders will 
be required to submit subcontractor’s experience and qualifications statements within 48 hours of the bid opening, on 
forms provided by the Town. 

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder shall be conclusively deemed to have 
read, understood and agreed with all of the information and materials contained in the bid documents, including but not 
limited to the construction contract, the standard specifications, the special provisions, the required nature and amount 
of insurance and the documentation evidencing said insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to the City Engineer, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA 94027, 
telephone (650) 752-0532, preferably no later than five days before bid opening. Requests for Information may be faxed 
to (650) 688-6539. Plan holder’s lists may be obtained by calling (650) 752-0570.

     By: ___________________________________
     Duncan L. Jones, P.E., City Engineer

     Date: ___________________________________

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 17, 24, 2008

IS YOUR TAP WATER 
CLOUDY OR 

MILKY WHITE?

Drinking water in Menlo Park and other Peninsula cities 
may appear cloudy or milky-white in color when drawn 
from the tap beginning in early January for a month or 
two.  The Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, which is the City’s regular source of water, 
will be shut down temporarily so that maintenance and 
improvement projects can be carried out.

During the shutdown, the City will receive water from the 
local Alameda County watershed. This local water has 
different characteristics and is fed to the treatment plant 
at a higher-than-normal flow rate.  The increased flow rate 
results in the introduction of very small air bubbles that 
give the water a white, cloudy appearance.

If the water is allowed to stand for few minutes, the cloudi-
ness will dissipate as the air bubbles break apart. There 
are no public health concerns, as water meets all the 
regulatory requirements and is safe to drink.

The Hetch Hetchy Reservoir will again be providing water 
to City customers by the end of February 2009.
 

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 24, 31, 2008.
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Specializing in Gentleman’s, Executive Haircuts 
and Managing Fearful Children

Certified color tech
Event Hairstyling Available

Still horsing 
around in 

Woodside…
But NOWNOW 

hairstyling in 
Menlo Park!

MASTER STYLING
A family-friendly full-service salon

1030 Curtis Street, Menlo Park  •  Across from Trader Joes

  ■ AROUND TOWN



December 24, 2008 ■ The Almanac ■ 17

C O M M U N I T Y

Athletes sign up with colleges of choice
By Keith Peters
Palo Alto Online Staff

Two local Menlo-Ather-
ton High School seniors 
recently signed letters of 

intent for their college of choice. 
Menlo-Atherton seniors Mor-
gan Leech-McDonald (women’s 
water polo) and Nick Sako (golf) 
signed up with Arizona State and 
St. Mary’s, respectively.
 Meanwhile, Sacred Heart 
Prep water polo standouts Paul 
Rudolph and Yvonne Dun-
levie have signed with Stanford. 
SHP’s MJ Mordell has signed to 
play water polo at UCLA.
 Sako is one of the top junior 
golfers in Northern California 
— ranked No. 4 in the Junior 
Golf Association of California 
(JGANC) and 11th in the NCGA 
for 2008.
 Sako was a first-team All-PAL 
performer last season as the 
league’s Most Valuable Player. 
In fact, he’s a two-time MVP. 
He’ll join a St. Mary’s team that 
qualified for the NCAA Division 
I tournament for the first time 
ever last spring.
 “Nick has the drive, work ethic 
and determination to succeed at 

the college level,” said M-A golf 
coach Buff Fiurlani. “Not only is 
he an outstanding player, but is 
a great team leader.”
 Leech-McDonald is a standout 
on the M-A girls’ water polo team. 
She earned first-team all-league 
honors her freshman and junior 
years and again this season. She 
also competes for the NorCal club 
team during the summer.

 “Morgan has contributed sig-
nificantly to Menlo-Atherton’s 
girls water polo team’s success 
over the past two years,” said 
head coach Chris Rubin.
 Menlo School also announced 
that eight members of its senior 
class have made commitments 
to continue their athletic careers 
in college.
 Molly Bagshaw will play vol-
leyball at Princeton; Kenny Diek-
roeger will play baseball at Stan-
ford; Daniel Hoffman will play 
tennis at Yale; Max Glenn will 
play tennis at UC Santa Barbara; 
Haley Read will swim for Duke; 
Alex Smith will play basketball 
at Claremont McKenna; Chelsea 
Sullivan will play water polo at 
Maryland, and Steven Zavodnick 
is headed to USC to play baseball.
 “The class of 2009 is made up of 
a very talented group of kids,” said 
Menlo Athletic Director Craig 
Schoof. “These student-athletes 
exemplify what it means to be a 
Knight — high marks in the class-
room and excellence on the fields, 
courts and in the pool.” A

By Kalwant Sandhu
Strikers coach

The Mid-Peninsula Strik-
ers soccer team for boys 
under 11 invited 6-year-

old Erica Rix to toss the coin 
to start a crucial game against 
the Coyotes team of San Jose 
at the Sequoia High School 
stadium on Dec. 7. It was the 
Norcal Premier League cham-
pionship game.
 Erica, of Los Gatos, lost her 
hand in a freak accident while 
returning home from a soccer 
practice. Her hand was reat-
tached by the great surgeons at 
the Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital.
 Erica, wearing a pink outfit 
and a big smile, enjoyed every 
minute of the event. The Strik-
ers lads showed her their appre-

ciation by cheering her name at 
half time.
 Prior to the game, I walked 
her toward the stands where all 
the fans and families were seated 
and introduced her to a standing 
ovation.
 Both teams stood by her side 
for a group photograph before 
the game.
 The game and the cham-
pionship was won by the 
Strikers, 3-0. The team had 
earlier won the Battle by the 
Bay Tournament this year and 
the Abrozino Class 1 Division 
Title last year.
 The lads were second in the 
Norcal State Cup Super Division 
and second in the U.S. National 
Cup Regionals.
 For more information on the 
MP Strikers, go to www.mp
strikersfc.com. A

Registration opens for local Little Leagues
 Registration is open for the 
two local Little Leagues: Men-
lo-Atherton and Alpine/West 
Menlo.
 The Menlo-Atherton district 
is Menlo Park west of U.S. 101 
and east of El Camino Real and 
all of Atherton. The Alpine/
West Menlo district is Menlo 
Park west of El Camino, plus 
Woodside, Portola Valley and 
Ladera.

Menlo-Atherton
 People can register online 
now for the Menlo-Atherton 
Little League. The league has six 
levels of baseball. All K-12 boys 
and girls between the ages of 
51/2 and 16 (by April 30, 2009) 
are eligible to participate if they 
submit a completed registration 
form by Jan. 25.
 Parents can go to the league’s 
Web site at www.m-all.org to 
enroll their child for the 2009 
season. Play begins in late Feb-
ruary and extends through the 
end of the school year. Applica-
tions received after Jan. 25 are 
subject to a waiting list and a late 
fee of $25, says league spokes-
person Carla Posthauer.  

Alpine/West Menlo
 The league has divisions 
for ages 5 to 18. Go online to 
register for all divisions. Enter 
“Alpine/West Menlo Little 
League” in your search engine 
to find the link.

 Registration is now open for 
these divisions: Majors (ages 
9-12), Minors (ages 9-12) and 
Juniors/Seniors /Big (ages 
13-18).
 For Majors and Minors players, 
the deadline to register is Jan. 15, 
and tryouts are required.
 Registration opens Jan. 2 

for these divisions: Pitching 
Machine (age 8), Coach Pitch 
(age 7) and T-Ball (ages 5-6).
 If you have registration ques-
tions, contact Karen Lucian at 
karenlucian@sbcglobal.net. 
 For information on the other 
leagues, go to www.cadistrict52.
org/. 

Get Help

Call (650) 289-5400 or 
visit www.avenidas.org

� Free reverse mortgage counseling 
� Free health insurance counseling 
� Free tax assistance 
� Free consultation with legal service
� Free information & assistance
� Free 1/2 hour counseling session
� Free loans of  durable medical equipment
� Free support groups
� Free nutrition consultations
� Free health screenings

In these tough times, 
seniors can turn to Avenidas for:

WINE & CHEESE   

SOUPS & SALADS   

CHOCOLATE FONDUE   

CHEESE FONDUE   

M-W: 10 am - 9 pm | Thurs-Sat: 10 am - 11 pm  | Sun: 10 am - 3 pm

WINE & C

SOUPS & S

CHOCOLATE FO

CHEESE FO

A COMBINATION OF A tastingtasting ROOM, EUROPEAN 

STYLE CAFÉ, AS WELL AS A specialtyspecialty MARKET

650.322.WINE
www.GCsTastingCafe.com

657 Oak Grove Ave Menlo Park

AC T I V E L I V I N G
Recharge During the Holidays
Q: How can I make certain that I exercise

daily during the whirlwind of the holidays? 

A: Let’s face it, it’s a tough time of year to
stay committed to our daily practices of
exercising and eating right. We strive to have everything just
right for family, friends and guests but sacrifice our own daily
needs.

Take time to get out the door daily.  If you’re the type that feels
guilty or worried, leave it at the door, take deep breathes and
know you will have more to offer of yourself once you return.
Keep it simple, a brisk walk, outdoor circuit training or if its too
cold hit the gym. If you have guests know that they enjoy some
breathing room as well, so give them the gift of space.

Don’t procrastinate and let everyone know that you will be
walking out the door for a walk or heading to the gym at a spe-
cific time each day. Keep in mind that everyone typically has
plans for you, or you have plans for others, so discuss schedules
before the day starts.

Q&A

By Jackie Ballinger, Physically Focused
Consultant to Corporations, Medical Practices, Individuals, Families and Public Services

650-851-2705  •  www.physicallyfocused.biz  •  Physicallyfocused@sbcglobal.net 

Q&A

Strikers welcome brave girl

Photo by Keith Peters/Palo Alto Weekly

Menlo-Atherton seniors Morgan 
Leech, left, and Nick Sako recently 
signed national letters of intent.

  ■ SPORTS
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Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

In recognition of the
Holiday Season, the 

Portola Valley Town Hall
will be closed 

Thursday, December 25, 2008
through Thursday, January 1, 2009

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 17, 24, 2008

765 Portola Road
Portola Valley, CA 94028

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 24, 31 2008

A N N O U N C E M E N T

As of January 2009 the terms of appointment end for three 
members of the Town's Architectural & Site Control Commis-
sion (ASCC) and three of the Planning Commission.

If you are interested in an appointment to either the ASCC or 
Planning Commission contact Leslie Lambert, Planning Manager 
at (650) 851-1700, extension 212 or llambert@portolavalley.net. 
By Friday, January 16, 2009.

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

“New Year’s Eve”
Exotic Fine Dining 4-course menu

$65/person
Tax & Gratuity not included

Welcome Drink for Early Seating
Midnight Toast for Late Seating

Live Entertainment: ”Pan Extasy” Caribbean Band

Stay overnight at Dinah’s Garden Hotel for only 

$99.00

Trader Vic’s at Dinah’s Garden Hotel
4269 El Camino Real, Palo Alto

Menlo Park
■  Amy and Matthew Heinz, a son, 

Nov. 24, at Sequoia Hospital.
■  Jody and Casey Zelinsky, a son, 

Nov. 28, at Sequoia Hospital.

Woodside
■  Barbara amd AJ Costa, a son, 

Nov. 20, at Sequoia Hospital.
■  Corinne and Achim Moesta, a 

daughter, Dec. 4, at Sequoia Hospital.

CIRONE -BONGIORNO

Courtney Grey and Reggie Hanna

Liz Cirone and Mark Bongiorno

Liz Cirone and Mark Bongiorno were 
married June 14 at Nestledown private 
estate in Los Gatos.

 The bride is the daughter of Josie and Tony 
Cirone of Menlo Park. She is music direc-
tor for the middle school division of Menlo 
School in Atherton.
 The bridegroom is the son of Roberta and 
Don Bongiorno of Colorado. He is an engineer 
for Johnson Controls in San Jose.
 Jennifer Carsillo Butterman was matron 
of honor. The bridesmaids were Kimberly 
McIntyre Walker, Candie Watkins Antoli-
nez, Suzanne Watkins Hitchcock, and Stacy 
O’Farrell Ryan, all childhood friends of the 
bride, and Amy Fortin, the bridegroom’s sister. 
Sydney and Sierra Fortin were flower girls.
 Dominic Bongiorno was his father’s best 
man. The groomsmen were Carlos Alfaro, 
Lou West, Michael Holley, Anthony Cirone, 
and Nick and Jon Bongiorno, the bridegroom’s 
sons. Matt Bongiorno was ring bearer.
 After a wedding trip to South Beach, Florida, 
and Cancun, the couple is living in Menlo Park.

Courtney Grey and Reggie Hanna were 
married Oct. 25 at Holy Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Menlo Park. A recep-

tion followed at Allied Arts Guild.
 The bride is the daughter of Maureen Grey of 
Menlo Park and the late John R. Grey III. A gradu-
ate of Menlo-Atherton High School, the Universi-
ty of Puget Sound, and the University of Michigan 
Ross School of Business, she is a financial analyst 
at Del Monte Foods in San Francisco.
 The bridegroom is the son of Reca and Al 
Hanna of Stilwell, Kansas. He is graduate of 
Kansas State University and is a project manager 
with Opus West Construction in Pleasanton.
 The bride’s sister, Amanda Grey Timar, was 
matron of honor. Her niece, Annelise Timar, 
was flower girl. The bridegroom’s brother, 
Steve Hanna, was best man.
 After a honeymoon in St. Kitts, the couple 
is living in San Francisco.

GREY-H ANNA

WEDDINGS

  ■ BIRTHS
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This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Residential burglary reports: 
■ Video game player, DVDs and alarm 
clock stolen, Menlo College at 1000 El 
Camino Real, Nov. 30. 
■ Video game player, TV and Apple iPod 
stolen, Menlo College at 1000 El Camino 
Real, Nov. 30. 
Grand theft reports:
■ Guitar stolen from garage, Greenoaks 
Drive, Dec. 10. 
■ Lawnmower stolen, Camino por los 
Arboles and Valparaiso Ave., Dec. 11.
Rug shampoo machine stolen, first 
block of Almendral Ave., Dec. 11. 
■ Four packages stolen from porch, 100 
block of Patricia Drive, Dec. 12. 
Stolen vehicle report: 
Maroon 1995 Buick LeSabre, Menlo-
Atherton High School at 555 Middlefield 
Road, Dec. 11. 

MENLO PARK

Auto burglary reports:
■ Radio stolen, 1200 block of Hollyburne 
Ave., Nov. 28. 
■ Laptop computer stolen, 1000 block of 
Sherman Ave., Dec. 1. 
■ Sunglasses and purse with credit cards 
and checkbook stolen, 1600 block of 
Marsh Road, Dec. 2. 
■ Purse with credit cards and keys stolen, 
100 block of Seminary Drive, Dec. 7. 
■ Five incidents resulting in stolen radar 
detector, sunglasses and GPS device, 
underground garage in 1600 block of El 
Camino Real, Dec. 10. 
■ Window smashed and video game 
system stolen, 1200 block of University 
Drive, Dec. 10. 
■ Car broken into, 400 block of Encinal 
Ave., Dec. 10. 
Residential burglary reports: 
■ Wallet and other items stolen, 200 block 
of Oak Grove Ave., Nov. 29. 
■ Jewelry and cash valued at $5,500 
stolen, 1100 block of Hollyburne Ave., 
Dec. 4. 
■ Computer and miscellaneous items 
stolen, 200 block of Blackburn Ave., Dec. 
8. 
■ Christmas presents stolen, 600 block of 
Pierce Road, Dec. 17. 
Commercial burglary reports: 
■ Cash stolen, The Sundeck restaurant at 

3000 Sand Hill Road, Nov. 30. 
■ Two computers stolen, St. Raymond 
Catholic Church at 1100 Santa Cruz Ave., 
Dec. 8. 
Grant theft reports: 
■ Jewelry valued at $2,000 stolen from 
residence, 200 block of Santa Margarita 
Ave., Dec. 1. 
■ Quintana Roo Caliente bicycle valued 
at $3,000 stolen from carport, 2100 block 
of Santa Cruz Ave., Dec. 5. 
■ Diamond pendant, gold earrings and 
necklace valued at of $10,000 stolen from 
residence, 1000 block of Arbor Drive, 
Dec. 10. 
■ Tools stolen from truck, 2800 block of 
Sand Hill Road, Dec. 16. 
■ Coat stolen and arrest made, 1100 
block of El Camino Real, Dec. 16. 
Robbery report: 
Attempted robbery, outside Safeway at 
525 El Camino Real, Dec. 8. 
Stolen vehicle reports: 
■ Blue 1999 Toyota Camry, 200 block of 
Blackburn Ave., Nov. 29. 
■ Silver 1995 GMC Yukon, 1300 block of 
Willow Road, Nov.  29. 
■ Maroon 1988 Plymouth Grand Voyager, 
1300 block of Willow Road, Dec. 1. 
■ Gray 1999 Honda Civic stolen, 1100 
block of Henderson Ave., Dec. 5. 
■ Maroon 1986 Volkswagen Rabbit 
stolen, 1600 block of El Camino Real, 
Dec. 10. 
■ Blue 1987 Ford Thunderbird, 800 block 
of Cambridge Ave., Dec. 15. 
■ White 1997 Chevrolet truck, 3000 block 
of Haven Ave., Dec. 16. 
Fraud reports: 
■ Bad check passed to obtain currency, 
1200 block of Willow Road, Nov. 28. 
■ Unauthorized online purchase valued at 
$400, 700 Laurel St., Dec. 9. 
■ Identity thefts, 1100 block of Ringwood 
Ave. and 701 Laurel St., Dec. 12 and 14. 
■ Unauthorized access to checking 
accounts, 1200 block of Bay Laurel Drive 
and 600 Block Harvard Ave., Dec. 13 

and 18. 
■ Unauthorized use of personal 
information used to set up utilities, 
800 block of Coleman Ave., Dec. 14. 
■ Unauthorized use of personal 
information used to set up cable services, 
800 block of Coleman Ave., Dec. 18. 
Indecent exposure report: 
Man approached woman, exposed 
himself and followed her for one block, 
O’Keefe St. and Laurel Ave., Dec. 5. 
Accident report: 
Boy, 15, suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries after falling through plate glass 
window while playing with friends, 800 
block of Santa Cruz Ave., Dec. 6. 

WOODSIDE

Incident report: 
House wares including crystal, china, 
silverware and expensive wine totaling 
$8,500 reported taken by ex-girlfriend, 
100 block of Bolivar Lane, Nov., 27.  
Indecent exposure report: 
Student on school bus who was later 
suspended, Canada Lane and Woodside 
Road, Dec. 3. 
Grand theft report: 
Diamond earrings valued at $6,000 
stolen, 500 Block of Eleanor Drive, 
Dec. 10. 
Mountain lion report:
Possible sighting, Mountain Home 
and Portola roads, Dec. 11.

WEST MENLO PARK

Theft reports: 
■ Sunglasses, checkbook and alarm 
clock with total value of $750 stolen from 
truck, 2000 block of Manzanita Ave., 
Dec. 3. 
■ Golf bag, clubs and accessories valued 
at $2,000 stolen from vehicle trunk, 3000 
block of Alameda de las Pulgas, Dec. 10. 
Residential burglary report: 
Side window smashed and resident 
confronted suspected burglar confronted 
who then fled and remains at large, 2000 
block of Liberty Park Ave., Dec. 4. 
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50% Off 
Selected Fabrics

650-591-0220
San Carlos

RJ's
Upholstery

and

Slipcovers

A Fabric 
Store

A Better Choice Since 1960
1664 Industrial Road

TRELLIS

For All Your Special Occassions, 
Call Us You Will Love 

Our Customized Menus & Prices

SEASONAL ITALIAN 
CUISINE WITH A 

CALIFORNIA FLAIR

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:00-2:30
Dinner: 7 Days/Week 5:00-10:00pm

Nightly Free Parking
650.326.9028

1077 El Camino Real, Menlo Park  •  www.TrellisRestaurant.com

Private Banquet Rooms with Own Bar 
20-120 People (No room charge)

Full Bar

Open Christmas Eve & New Years Eve
Open Christmas Day 5-10 pm

The Best Terrace Patio in the Peninsula

Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm

Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

751 El Camino Real Call in Orders Welcome
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

BEST FRESH FISH • BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
“A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”
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A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & TeaDON’T GET CAUGHT 
OFF BALANCE

It is widely recommended that seniors get 
eyeglasses or updated lens prescriptions as a 
means of averting falls. Better vision usually 
translates to better awareness of obstacles and 
hazards that can cause, or contribute to falls. 
However, recent research also reveals that people 
over age 70 should take their time adjusting 
to new glasses or lens prescriptions. In some 
cases, improved vision may prove to be initially 
unsettling to seniors, particularly in the case of 

multi-focal lenses that distort depth perception. 
During the period of adjustment to new lenses, 
seniors are advised to take every precaution as 
they move around, such as firmly grasping rail-
ings. Seniors should also delay ambitious activi-
ties until they are fully used to their new lenses.

Our bodies change as we get older. Over 
time, bones lose part of their mass and become 
vulnerable to breaks or fractures. A senior with 
good vision can reduce his or her chances of 
falling. Regardless of your age, be sure to have 
routine eye exams. Bring your prescription to 
MENLO OPTICAL at 1166 University Drive, on 
the corner of Oak Grove Avenue and University 
Drive. We carry a wide selection of lenses and 
glasses to suit all prescription needs and per-
sonal preferences. Please call us at 322-3900.

 P.S. Better lighting offers one of the most 
effective means of helping seniors see better in 
their own homes.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry 
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified 
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. 
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900. 

Judge refuses to
lift bail for doctor
  A San Mateo County Superior 
Court judge on Dec. 17 declined 
to eliminate bail for a Colorado 
doctor accused of illegally pre-
scribing anti-depressant pills to 
a Menlo Park college student, 
who two months later commit-
ted suicide, a deputy district 
attorney said.
  Christian Ellis Hageseth, 67, is 
out of custody on a $100,000 bail 
bond but had made a motion for 
release on his own recognizance, 
according to Chief Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney Steve Wagstaffe.
 Mr. Hageseth is charged with 
prescribing Prozac to Stan-
ford University student John 
McKay, 19, on June 6, 2005, on 
the Internet without possessing 
a California medical license, 
according to Mr. Wagstaffe.

— Bay City News Service
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Cutback on council meeting minutes a mistake

The Menlo Park City Council took a disappointing step 
backward on Dec. 16 when it unanimously approved 
using an abbreviated form of council meeting minutes, 

known as action minutes, for a three-month trial period. The 
switch to minimal minutes from the more detailed form avail-
able to the public for years, known as summary minutes, will be 
a significant hindrance to many people — including journalists 

and other researchers — who 
have relied on the longer docu-
ments to review background, 
council deliberations and votes, 
and community sentiment on 
issues of importance. This is 

information that the public needs to make informed decisions at 
the ballot box — and that our city government should be willing 
to provide if it strives for transparency.
 In voting for the change, council members endorsed a more 
detailed indexing of videos of the council meetings, suggesting 
that the videos, accessible on the city’s Web site, would compensate 
for briefer written reports on council meetings. The council also 
included some exceptions: Summary minutes will be taken during 
all appeals hearings, and when a majority of council members vote 
to require them for particular issues they deem important.
 These measures are inadequate. First of all, indexing videos 
might help people who typically turn to their computers and 
other electronic devices for fact-gathering and who prefer video 
over print. But it is useless for those who don’t have Internet 
access or computer proficiency — yes, folks, they really do exist 
— and for people who need to quickly scan written documents 
for pertinent information rather than invest far more time in 
watching videos and taking notes.
 Secondly, the subjective method for determining which issues 
are important enough to require summary minutes will inevi-
tably lead to politicizing the process, which would not serve 

the public’s interests. Imagine, for example, how often council 
members Andy Cohen and Kelly Fergusson might have been 
outvoted during their tenure as minority members of the previ-
ous council if this new policy were in place then, and they had 
requested summary minutes for specific agenda items.
 Councilman Cohen, to his credit, raised the concern that rely-
ing on video recordings of meetings might make it difficult for 
those with limited computer know-how. In addition, he said 
of the staff-recommended change, before the exceptions were 
included in the proposal: “I think we are moving away from 
transparency, toward opaqueness — at best.” It is unfortunate he 
disregarded those concerns when he joined his colleagues in vot-
ing for this change.
 City staff argued, and the council apparently agreed, that changing 
to action minutes would be a welcome cost-saving move, freeing up 
a significant amount of the city clerk’s time. But this just doesn’t jibe 
with the sentiment the council expressed last year when it created a 
brand new position in City Hall — that of community engagement 
manager. The position, with a salary of $101,000 a year, was created as 
a means to help keep the public more informed about, and involved 
in, the city’s business. Why isn’t the already budgeted spending on 
staff time to provide the public with adequate, conveniently accessible 
information on council meeting proceedings considered an impor-
tant means of encouraging community engagement? 
 We agree with resident Morris Brown when he predicted that, as 
a result of the cutback on information in meeting minutes, “a whole 
lot more of the public will be kept in the dark” as to what goes on in 
council meetings. We also agree with his statement, sent to the coun-
cil before the meeting and posted on the Almanac’s Town Square 
forum: “Considering the modest amount of cost savings, I think this 
is unwarranted. For a council that has preached more community 
engagement, this would be a major step in the opposite direction.”
 We hope that the council discards this bad idea after the three-
month trial period ends — sooner would be better yet.
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Chairman Slocum gets it 
right at commission dais

Editor:
 Gail Slocum of Menlo Park, 
chairman of the San Mateo 
County Planning Commission, 
had just heard reports from staff 
and Gail Strickland, president 
of the Board of Governors of 
the Horse Park of Woodside, on 
Dec. 10 when she spoke to the 
public hearing that was next. 
She faced a full house when she 
said she had more than 70 let-
ters in favor of extending the 
requested permit to nine years. 
Only one person opposed in 
the 50-some speaker cards. Yet, 
everyone should get three min-
utes. What could be done to save 
time?
 She called a brief meeting 
break at which the audience 
organized by combining and 
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Woodside Library Collection

Our Regional Heritage
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V I E W P O I N T

cutting among themselves. 
Then, having agreed to forgo 
applause, everyone agreed to 
begin with the chairman’s dem-
onstrated, but silent, maneuver: 
raise both hands and wiggle fin-
gers. All without sound. Nobody 
needed a negative thumbs down. 
Chairman Slocum looked for 
approval and saw a roomful of 
waving fingers, laughter, and 
then quiet.
 For this occasion, one could 
say everyone in Woodside is a 
good public speaker, for the pre-
sentations moved along quickly 
with tales from the Horse Park, 
its successes in the equine world, 
family life with horses, how to 
solicit funding, concerns for fire 
protection, volunteer efforts, 
the park location in a scenic 
corridor, how to seed a grassy 
cross-country course, rider and 
horse safety, and need for a new 
million-dollar water supply, to 
name a few. Never in the history 
of public hearings in the history 
of San Mateo County has there 
been a public event so efficient, 
(with) so much practical know-
how, so much quick response to 
speakers and so many smiles.
 When it came time for a com-
mission vote re the Horse Park 
permit that coincides with the 
lease from Stanford University, 
it took short minutes to confer 
with their legal adviser and 
commissioners agreed 5-0. The 
audience voted unanimously 
with arms up high and waving 
fingers. All those smiling folks 
were only slightly late to their 
lunch dates.
 Cheers for Chairman Slocum, 
who brings chairing a meeting 
to a new level of competence and 
art. Robert’s Rules of Order may 
want to call her when it’s time 
for the book’s revision.

Nita Spangler
Redwood City

What came first, the 
chicken or the speed bump?
Editor:
 The last issue of the Almanac 
expresses concern over the new 
$120,000 consultant study of traf-
fic problems raised by some in the 
Willows area of Menlo Park. The 
Menlo Park Council fears that dis-
sension in the neighborhood may 
prevent anything once again from 
ever being done.
 Here’s an idea. An inexpensive 
solution which might apply to the 
Willows was described in the Dec. 
12 issue of the S.F. Chronicle. See 
“Town where chickens really, truly 
are free range.”
 In Fair Oaks, Calif., instead of 
installing speed bumps all over 
town, they are letting chickens run 
wild, which causes cars to slow 

down. There are now 200 chickens 
on duty slowing traffic.
 “They are self-replacing speed 
bumps. You run them over and 
they grow new ones.”
 Perhaps the Willows people 
would be willing to try this. They 
get to eat them if it doesn’t work. 
In fact, the Weeks Poultry Farm 
was once a thriving business in 
this area.
Sincerely (more or less),

Reg Rice
Tioga Drive, Menlo Park

BMR housing needed, but 
not where it’s planned
Editor:
 Habitat for Humanity exists 
to help people own homes on 
whatever land is offered. Menlo 
Park has offered unsuitable land. 
Justifying the use of that land is 
part of Jennifer Doettling’s job.
 I have lived in Belle Haven for 22 
years and recognize the need for 
more affordable housing in Menlo 
Park. But I don’t want it to be in a 
cul-de-sac off a crowded dead-end 
street, where emergency services 
and escape routes are doubtful, 
and where low-income working 
families would be segregated from 
most other citizens. In contrast, 
the BMR housing in Vintage Oaks 
and Hamilton Park is integrated 
with other housing, and all resi-
dents of those developments have 
access to the same transportation, 
shops, schools, services, and recre-
ation opportunities.
 Menlo Park could have offered 
Habitat the opportunity to build 
homes integrated into our city’s 
diverse neighborhoods. It didn’t.
 Doettling naively conflates 
opposition to the Terminal Ave-
nue project with opposition to 
affordable housing, and seems 
to know little about our neigh-
borhood. Belle Haven is already 
home to most of the affordable 
housing in Menlo Park, since 
other neighborhoods have vocifer-
ously rejected it. Belle Haven is the 
most crowded neighborhood in 
Menlo Park, with the least capac-

ity to absorb more population. 
Belle Haven residents don’t need 
to be convinced that low- and 
moderate-income families make 
good neighbors, as most of Menlo 
Park’s low- and moderate-income 
citizens already live here.
 I would like to see Menlo 
Park embrace affordable housing. 
However, the city government’s 
last effort to locate some down-
town, near the railroad station, 
bus lines, stores, etc., was defeated 
by aroused citizens.
 Belle Haven cannot and should 
not continually increase its pro-
portion of BMR housing on behalf 
of the rest of the city. People who 
live in BMR housing deserve bet-
ter than the isolation, crowding 
and risks to their safety that would 
inevitably come with the Terminal 
Avenue project.

Nina Wouk
El Camino Real, Menlo Park

Habitat should consider 
neighborhood group’s plan
Editor:
 I am writing this letter to 
respond to Jennifer Doettling’s 
recent commentary about the 
proposed Habitat for Humanity 
housing project in the Menlo 
Park community of Belle Haven. 
While I and my colleagues in 
the Belle Haven Neighborhood 
Association (BHNA) highly 
respect and admire Habitat 
for Humanity, Ms. Doettling’s 
comments overlook the prob-
lematic location of the project 
and underestimate the depth of 
community opposition to the 
proposal.
 The proposed development 
could not be more poorly locat-
ed for the very-low-income 
owners it is designed to uplift: it 
is geographically isolated from 
the existing community, served 
by only a single transit option, 
and is far removed from retail 
and employment centers.
 Equally, if not more impor-
tant, the proposed Habitat 
development would prevent 

future expansion of the Beech-
wood School — one of the 
community’s most valuable 
educational assets. For Belle 
Haven to thrive, it is imperative 
that high-quality educational 
options like the Beechwood 
School continue to grow and 
serve children throughout the 
community. Solid opposition to 
the proposed development was 
recorded at the Nov. 13 Habitat 
information meeting and at the 
Dec. 9 City Council meeting.
 Like Habitat, BHNA is com-
mitted to increasing affordable 
housing opportunities across 
Menlo Park. In fact, our mem-
bers have proposed rehabilitat-
ing foreclosed and substandard 
housing in the existing commu-
nity as a positive and productive 
alternative to new construction 
on Terminal Avenue. Habitat 
for Humanity could play a vital 
role in such a venture, which 
has the possibility of serving 
far more families than the cur-
rent proposal with the added 
benefit of enhancing the entire 
community. We look forward to 
continued dialogue with Habi-
tat for Humanity to find the 
best solution for the Menlo Park 
residents in the Belle Haven 
neighborhood.

Ash Vasudeva
President-elect, Belle Haven
Neighborhood Association

Council should support, not 
hinder, building upgrades
Editor:
 I am struck by a quote by our 
new mayor in last week’s Alma-
nac. In connection with an article 
on Page 9, “School building plans 
cleared to proceed,” Honorable 
Heyward Robinson is quoted as 
saying: “There needs to be some 
healing between the school dis-
trict, the city and the council. Ken 
Ranella’s e-mail didn’t help”.
 If Mayor Robinson truly wants 
to heal, then why does he — in the 
same breath — criticize the school 
superintendent, Ken Ranella?

 The issue of the Oak Knoll 
School remodeling project is the 
most recent example of what has 
plagued our community over the 
past 15 years. Anytime there is an 
attempt to redevelop aging proper-
ty in Menlo Park — whether it be a 
house, a building, or a school, the 
voices against these improvements 
have been supported by either the 
current council in power or indi-
viduals who will run a petition 
drive against a council decision 
that supported the project.
 Our current council is very 
clearly supportive of no redevel-
opment, as became quite appar-
ent when Mayor Robinson, and 
council member Richard Cline 
ran election campaigns support-
ing Morris Brown’s petition drive 
against the Derry Project — a gor-
geous multi-use project set back 
from El Camino and Oak Grove. 
Former Mayor Fergusson actually 
reversed her position and joined 
Robinson and Cline in opposing 
the Derry Project in support of the 
Robinson/Cline campaign.
 In the face of 70 percent of the 
voters approving a school bond to 
improve our public schools, our 
current council continued to give 
credence to residents from 12 house-
holds encouraging them to bring 
their petition against the Oak Knoll 
project as far as it could go. Ken 
Ranella’s e-mail to the parents of the 
school district was not only justifi-
able, it was an alert to the voters that 
their vote for school improvements 
might be circumvented by the City 
Council and these 12 households.
 It truly is a time to heal our 
community. We should embrace 
the much-needed redevelop-
ment of our schools, our decrep-
it commercial buildings, and 
be encouraged to upgrade our 
homes without being handed 
more and more regulations and 
fees. If Mayor Robinson and the 
other council members wish to 
heal, then they should be mak-
ing decisions on the dais that will 
effect these changes.

Mary Gilles
Hermosa Way, Menlo Park

LETTERS

Continued from previous page 
Here’s what they’re saying on Town Square

Posted by Morris Brown, a resident 
of the Park Forest neighborhood:

Although the recorded video of 
the meetings ... gives really the 
best information as to exactly 
what went on in a meeting, 
limiting published minutes 
to “action minutes” in many 
cases is certainly going to give 
the other City commissions or 
the public little if any informa-

tion about in what context the 
action was taken.

Posted by Old Timer, a resident 
of the Linfield Oaks neighbor-
hood:

The idea of making the min-
utes even more abbreviated is 
the wrong direction to take if 
we are a city that wants trans-
parency from the council and 

participation by the residents. 
As one who has had to do 
research in the Menlo Park 
government for cases pending 
in court, the written minutes 
are essential for understanding 
issues before the council. 

Posted by New Timer, a resident 
of the Fair Oaks neighborhood:

I think the notes being “abbre-
viated” is a good thing. I like 
to see “action items,” it makes 
for a better read. ... If we have 
the video, combined with the 

“action items,” I think this is 
good enough. It saves time, 
energy and waste. Plus, a video 
tape is FAR better than notes 
taken by an individual who 
may, or may not, really under-
stand the context, or may come 
off focus during the meeting, 
or may not be very good at it.

Council to vote on  proposal for 
abbreviate Council minutes

TownSquare
Join the conversation on 

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com. Click on 
links under the TownSquare banner.
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Submitting items for the Calendar
Submit information online. Go to TheAlmanacOnline.com and on the 
green navigation bar on the left, click on “Calendar Event.” That will take 
you to the Palo Alto Online Master Community Calendar page with a form 
to enter your information. If the event is of interest to a large number of 
people, also e-mail a press release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Special Events
Bach — and All That Jazz! Organist 
James Welch rings in the New Year with 
master organ works of J. S. Bach, along with 
jazz-inspired pieces, including “American in 
Paris” by George Gershwin, and pieces by 
jazz pianist George Shearing, theatre organist 
Billy Nalle, and others. Wed. Dec. 31, 2008, 
8-9 p.m. $10 at the door. St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Call 
650-326-3800. www.welchorganist.com

Dance
New Year’s Eve Ball. Paul Price’s Soci-
ety Orchestra. Free waltz lesson at 8 p.m. 
Come dance to music of the 1890s through 
the 1930s. Refreshments Served. Modern or 
Vintage evening wear. Wed. Dec. 31, 2008, 
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. $25, $20 with non-
dessert finger food contribution. Palo Alto 
Masonic Center, 461 Florence St., Palo Alto.
New Year’s Eve Dance. Dance into the 
New Year in the Auditorium of Little House 
community center. Music will be provided by 
the Jerry J Quartet; refreshments are available. 
Dressy attire is requested. Call 326-2025 for 
tickets. Wed. Dec. 31, 2008, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. $15 
person, $25 couple pre 12/24; $20/$30 after. 
Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 
650-326-2025. Peninsula Volunteers Inc
Annual Lego Train Exhibit. The Museum 
of American Heritage and BayLUG present the 
annual Holiday LEGO Train Exhibit. Through 
Jan. 11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Museum of 
American Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-321-1004. www.moah.org
Chopshticks: A Tradition of Comedy 
and Chinese Food. Chopshticks - a 
tradition of first-rate comedy and Chinese 
food. This year, Gary Gulman of “Last Comic 
Standing” is headlining. Wednesday, Dec. 
24, 7-9 p.m. $70. Contact Boris Vladimirsky 
for tables of 10 at 650-852-3509. 7-9 p.m. 
$70. Contact Boris Vladimirsky for tables of 
10 at 650-852-3509. Ming’s Restaurant, 1700 
Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-852-
3509. http://www.paloaltojcc.org/chopshticks

On Stage
“Long Story Short.” Creators Brendan 
Milburn and Valerie Vigoda of the rock band 
GrooveLily return to TheatreWorks with this 
musical roller-coaster romance. Dec. 3-28, 
Tue.-Wed. at 7:30 p.m., Thu.-Sat. at 8 p.m., 
Sun. at 2 and 7 p.m. $21-64. TheatreWorks 
at the Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield 
Road, Palo Alto. theatreworks.org

Talks/Authors
Total Cure: The Antidote to the 
Health Care Crisis. Health care reform 
proposals typically focus on increasing private 
insurance or expanding government-spon-
sored plans. In “Total Cure,” Harold Luft, direc-
tor of Palo Alto Medical Foundation Research 
Institute, presents a comprehensive new 
proposal. Wed. Jan. 7, 2009, 7:30 p.m. Free. 
Kepler’s Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo 
Park. Call 650-324-4321. www.keplers.com
Community Forums at Little House. 
The December Forums in the Garden Room 
will address events that will affect people 
next year: Dec. 10, Digital TV Transition; 
Dec. 17, Medicare 101: HMOs & PPOs & 
prescription drug coverage; Dec. 24, Mobil-
ity Matters for Older Adults: health & driving. 
11 a.m.-noon. Free. PV Inc Little House, 800 
Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 650-326-2025.
Your Money or Your Life. Vicki Robin 
discusses and signs his book. Mon. Jan. 
5. 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. Call 650-324-
4321. www.keplers.com

Art Galleries
California Oils. Allegro Framing and Art 
presents a group showing for eight artists 
with diverse concepts but with California 
as the central theme. Bev Iverson, Caroline 
Robbins, Jim Caldwell, Joanna Baciocco, 
Kit Colman, Nancy Meze, Pam Naeve and 
Teresa Ruzzo. Through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. Allegro Framing and Art, 3056 
Woodside Road, Woodside. Call 650-529-
1800. www.alegroframing.com

Go Figure. Norton Gallery show for Decem-
ber is “Go Figure!” by William Bruner. Figurative 
works in pastel. Through Dec. 31, 6-8 p.m. Free. 
Pacific Art League, 668 Ramona St., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-965-1879. www.pacificartleague.org
Sacred Places Open Spaces. Linda 
Patterson of Newark, Calif., exhibits paintings 
of the wetlands, hilly vistas and vanishing 
rural landscapes of the Bay Area at the Por-
tola Art Gallery through Dec. 31. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, 
Menlo Park. www.portolaartgallery.com

Classes/
Workshops
Acrylic Painting. Instructor Juliet Lundy 
will work with each person at their own level. 
All levels welcome. Materials not provided; 
pick up materials list at Front Desk at time of 
registration. Wed. Jan. 7 to Mar. 25, 2009, 
3:30-5:30 p.m. $65 members/$75 non-
members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org
Computer Classes. The Computer 
Learning Center at Avenidas is offering 
courses, including introduction to comput-
ers and the Internet, computer skills, PC 
open lab with tutors, Mac OS X, digital pho-
tography, and more. Call 650-289-5400 for 
more info. Classes start Jan. 6, 7, 8, or 12, 
2009, 10 a.m-3 p.m. $25 members/$45 non-
members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-289-2436. www.avenidas.org
CPR and First Aid. Basic CPR and first 
Aid Classes. Healthcare professional/renew-
al CPR. Call and pre-register. Wednesdays, 
5-9:30 p.m. Basic CPR $60 and Basic First 
Aid $40 or combination of $75 and Health 
care Professional $75. All Care Plus Inc, 862 
San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-424-
0204. www.allcareplus.org
Digital Photography. Learn how to pur-
sue digital photography using PhotoShop 
Elements. Tue. Jan. 6 to Feb. 24, 2009, 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. $25 members/$45 non-mem-
bers. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org
Lip Reading /Managing Hearing Loss. 
These classes help hard of hearing people 
with or without hearing aids improve lip read-
ing and gain other skills to ease hearing/
communication problems. Friends and family 
members are welcome. Taught by CA licensed 
audiologist. 3 class times to choose from. Mon. 
Jan. 5 to Wed. Mar. 25, 2009, 1:30-2:45 p.m. 
Foothill college tuition and fees. varied sites off 
campus, Mt. View, Palo Alto and Menlo Park. 
Call 650-949-7999 ext.4379.
MAC Computer Classes. Avenidas 
has computer classes for Mac users. Meet 
the Mac 1 & 2, digital photography, fun with 
iTunes and iChat, Mac open lab with tutors, 
and browsing the Internet. Call 650-289-
5400 for more information. Classes start 
Jan. 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, or 19, 2009, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. $25 members/$45 non-members. 
Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. Call 
650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org
Mask for Actors and Improvisers. 
For actors of all skill levels — 18 years and 
up. Led by Professional Actor William Hall. 
Sat. Jan. 3, 2009, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. $95 
($85 if registered before Dec. 28, 2008). 
Dragon Productions Theatre, 535 Alma St., 
Palo Alto. Call 650-493-2006. http://dragon-
productions.net/classes.htm

Clubs/Meetings
Monday Night OUT. Lesbian, Gay, bisex-
ual and transgender group with supporters 
and friends. Discussion, social events, edu-
cation and spiritual development. Mondays, 
7 p.m. Offering accepted. Unity Palo Alto, 
3391 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-
494-7222. www.UnityPaloAlto.org

Woodside Library Bookclub. Come join 
fellow book-lovers as we discuss “Angry House-
wives Eating Bon Bons” and “Patty Jane’s 
House of Curl” by former stand-up comic Lorna 
Landvik. Tue. Jan. 6, 2009, 11:15 a.m.-noon 
Free. Woodside Library, 3140 Woodside Road, 
Woodside. Call 650-851-0147. www.smcl.org

Concerts
Bach — and All That Jazz! Organist 
James Welch rings in the New Year with 
master organ works of J. S. Bach, along with 
jazz-inspired pieces, including “American in 
Paris” by George Gershwin, and pieces by 
jazz pianist George Shearing, theatre organist 
Billy Nalle, and others. Wed. Dec. 31, 2008, 
8-9 p.m. $10 at the door. St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 600 Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Call 
650-326-3800. www.welchorganist.com
PeaceNick: Roy Zimmerman concert. 
Satirical songs from Roy Zimmerman. Sun., 
Dec. 28, 7-8:30 p.m. $15 suggested donation, 
no one turned away for lack of funds. Unitar-
ian Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 505 E. 
Charleston Road., Palo Alto. www.uucpa.org

Exhibits
“Catch the Big Wave at Maverick’s.” 
December 2008 visitors at the San Mateo 
County History Museum will be able to surf a 
“virtual” Mavericks on the Waverider, a multi 
sensory game interface. Visitors can look 
down on the Courthouse Square from the 
second floor of the Museum nearly 40ft below. 
Dec. 14-31, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $4 
adults; $2 students/seniors. San Mateo County 
History Museum, 2200 Broadway, Redwood 
City. Call 650-299-0104. www.historysmc.org
Keeble & Shuchat Photography. 
Landscape and wildlife photography from 
the African Savannah to the frozen continent 
of Antarctica by Jeanine Lovett and Dave 
Hartley are on display in the gallery. Through 
Jan. 14, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Keeble & Shuchat 
Photography, 290 California Ave., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-327-8996. www.kspphoto.com
Music To One’s Ears. New exhibit at the 
Museum of American Heritage, “Music to 
One’s Ears: Musical Instruments in the home, 
band and orchestra.” Explore the basic 
principles of music making, technology and 
technique over the ages, from the hollow log 
to the electronic harmony. Through Jan. 18, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Museum of American 
Heritage, 351 Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 
650-321-1004. www.moah.org
The Venice Series and Retrospective. 
Massimo Mazzon will be showcasing a series 
of Venice landscape paintings along with recent 
figurative work. Through Jan. 5, noon-midnight 
Cafe Zoe, 1929 Menalto Ave., Menlo Park. Call 
650-322-1926. http://www.pinxi.com
Venezky Collection: American 
Primers & Readers. Exhibit of colonial 
through 20th-century textbooks, paired with 
text from Richard L. Venezky’s work in the 
history of literacy. Highlights include the 
“New England Primer” (1813), “The Southern 
Primer” (1860) and the Elson-Runkel Read-
ers that first introduced Dick and Jane in 
1930. Through Dec. 31, Call for hours. Free. 
Green Library Bing Wing, 557 Escondido 
Mall, Stanford University. Call 650-725-1020.

Kids & Families
Bell System Music Group. The Bell 
System, a music performance group for 
children in grades 3-8, teaches the basics 
of music and bell technique. The group par-
ticipates in community outreach concerts 
at nearby senior centers and on Santa Cruz 
Avenue, as well as in annual Christmas 
and Spring concerts. Thursdays, ongoing. 
3:45-5 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Pres., 950 
Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park. mppc.org

Health
 CPR and First Aid Classes. Every 
Wednesday night, CPR and first-aid classes. 
CPR basic/health care professional/renewal 
and basic first aid class. Please call and pre-
register. Can be taken separately or com-
bination. 5-9:30 p.m. $75 for both. 862 San 
Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-424-0204.
Issues with food? Obsessed with 
food?. Food Addicts In Recovery Anony-

mous is a program for individuals recovering 
from addictive eating and anorexia based 
on the 12 steps of AA. No dues/no fees/no 
weigh-ins. Sundays, 7-8:30 p.m. Free. 600 
Colorado Ave., Palo Alto. Call 415-248-9347.

Outdoors
Sunday Baylands Birdwalks. Learn to 
identify the birds of the Palo Alto Baylands. 
Designed for beginners (ages 9 and up) and 
others interested in recognizing the area’s 
birds by sight, sound and behaviors. Meet-
ing time varies to coincide with favorable 
tides. Call or email for current schedule. 
Free. Baylands Nature Center, 2775 Embar-
cadero Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-329-2506.

Church Services
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 
Join our church community on Christmas 
Eve for a candlelight service and reception 
after. Wed. Dec. 24, 2008, 10-11 p.m. Free. 
Woodside Village Church, 3154 Woodside 
Road, Woodside. Call 650-851-1587.
Christmas Eve Festival Communion 
Service. Rev. Scotty McLennan, Dean for 
Religious Life will deliver a sermon, “Eternal 
Hope.” Music featuring University Organ-
ist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan. Wed., Dec. 
24, 2008, 8 p.m. Free. Stanford Memorial 
Church, Stanford University, Stanford. Call 
650-724-7174. religiouslife.stanford.edu
Christmas Eve Service. Everyone is 
invited to the traditional Christmas Eve Ser-
vice at First Baptist Church of Palo Alto. The 
service will be filled with music and a media-
tion by Dr. Mixon. Wed. Dec. 24, 2008, 6-7 
p.m. Free. First Baptist Church, 305 North 
California Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-327-0451.
Christmas Eve Services. Christmas cel-
ebration for all ages with carols, candles, and 
Christmas stories from the 1st century to the 
20th. Braille and large-print hymnals, assisted 
listening system, and American Sign Lan-
guage interpreting. Refreshments after. Wed. 
Dec. 24, 2008, 6:30 and 8 p.m. Free. Unitar-

ian Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 505 E. 
Charleston Road, Palo Alto. www.uucpa.org
Family Christmas Eve Service at Stan-
ford Memorial Church. Rev. Joanne Sand-
ers, Associate Dean for Religious Life, delivers 
a children’s sermon, “Hope is Born,” including a 
Carol-sing and musical offerings by University 
Organist, Dr. Robert Huw Morgan. Please plan 
to arrive early: doors open at 4:15 pm. Wed. 
Dec. 24, 2008, 5 p.m. Free. Stanford Memorial 
Church, Stanford University, Stanford. Call 650-
724-7174. religiouslife.stanford.edu
New Year’s Eve Meditation & Ser-
vice. Spiritual celebration and service for the 
new year. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m.-midnight. 
Free. Ananda, 2171 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. 
Call 650-323-3363. www.anandapaloalto.org

Et Alia
Chapter 2. For women newly separated 
or divorced. Facilitated by and experienced 
therapist, licensed for over 20 years. Tue. Jan 
6 to Mar. 31, 2009, 7:15-8:30 p.m. $50 per 
session. Bright Eagle Mansion, 1040 Noel 
Drive #209, Menlo Park. Call 650-324-4429.
Divorce/Relationship Recovery. Take 
the first step toward healing from a broken 
relationship. Group meets every Monday 
evening, holidays included. Small group 
discussion follows the evening presentation. 
Free child care provided upon arrival by 
7:40 p.m. Mon. Dec. 15, 2008 to Mon. Feb. 
23, 2009, 7-9 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Pres-
byterian Church Garden Court, 950 Santa 
Cruz Ave., Menlo Park. www.mppc.org
La Femme. General support group for 
women of all ages. Tue., Jan. 6 to Mar. 30, 
2009, 10:30-11:45 a.m. $50/session. Bright 
Eagle Mansion, 1040 Noel Drive #209, 
Menlo Park. Call 650-324-4429.
Volunteer for The American Cancer 
Society. Become a Volunteer representa-
tive for Daffodil Days, a fundraising event for 
the American Cancer Society. Thu. Jan. 1 to 
Sat. Jan. 18, 2009, Your Workplace, Silicon 
Valley. Call 408-871-1062 (Option 3, ext. 
250). www.cancer.org/daffodilsonline

Photo by Ned Gault

Deck the halls
Volunteers topped themselves in decorating Filoli, the historic 
Woodside mansion, for the holidays.

For all listings
This Calendar contains partial 
listings of community events. 
To see all listings, go to 
TheAlmanacOnline.com and on the 
green navigation bar on the left, 
click on “Community Calendar.”
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
in 111 alternative newspapers like this 
one. Over 6 million circulation every 
week for $1200. No adult ads. Call Rick 
at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN) 
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION
Talk with caring agency specializing 
in matching Birthmothers with Families 
nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 
24/7 Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6293 (AAN CAN) 
WRITERS WANTED 
The Academy for Alternative Journalism, 
established by papers like this one 
to promote diversity in the alternative 
press, seeks talented journalists and 
students (college seniors and up) for 
a paid summer writing program at 
Northwestern University’s Medill School 
of Journalism. The eight-week program 
(June 21 - Aug. 16, 2009) aims to 
recruit talented candidates from diverse 
backgrounds and train them in alt-weekly 
style feature writing. Ten participants 
will be chosen and paid $3,000 plus 
housing and travel allowances. For infor-
mation and an application visit http://
altjournalism.org. You may also email 
us at altacademy@northwestern.edu. 
Applications must be postmarked by 
Feb. 13, 2009. Northwestern University 
is an equal opportunity employer and 
educator.(AAN CAN)
Children’s Area - Library
Co-Dependents Anonymous (CoDA)
Homestays needed- get paid
Housing Exhcnage Wanted
Introductory Lecture
New year special meditation
Wellness weekend- free event!
WINTER STUDENT RECITAL!

130 Classes & 
Instruction
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited FREE 
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacademy.
com (AAN CAN) 
MASTER OF FINE ARTS 
in TV Production / Master of Science 
in Media Studies in New York City. Visit 
http://www.bctvr.org (AAN CAN) 
GERMAN Language Class

Instruction for Hebrew
Bar and Bat Mitzvah For Affiliated and 

Unaffiliated George Rubin, M.A. in 
Hebrew/Jewish Education 650/424-1940

133 Music Lessons
 Violin & Viola Lessons 
Dr. Denise Chevalier (Doc Stanford) 
Children & Adults 23 yrs teaching in 
Palo Alto area (650)328-1520

A EXCELLENT MUSIC SCHOOL 
Violin* Viola* Piano*Lessons  ALL 
LEVELS Children & Adults Locations 
N.& S. Palo Alto 650 856-2423

A Piano Teacher
Children & Adults 

Ema Currier (650)493-4797
Barton-Holding Music Studio 
Vocal instruction, all levels. 6-week 
sight singing class starts 7/7. Laura, 
650/965-0139 

Classical & Jazz Piano Instruct. 
Susan Jackson, Mus. B MM. By Appt.
(650)326-3520 Member MTAC, 

Drum Lessons 
Drum Lessons in Palo Alto Specializing 
in beginners. Day/Evenings available.
Call David (650) 400-2029

FUN PIANO VIOLIN GUITAR LESSONS

Guitar and Bass Lessons 
All styles, ages, skill levels 25+ years 
exp. 408/260-1131

Hope Street Studios 
In Downtown Mountain View Most 
Instruments, Voice All Ages, All Levels 
(650) 961-2192

Jazz & Pop Piano Lessons
Learn how to build chords & improvise. 

Bill Susman, M.A., Stanford. 
(650)906-7529

McCool Piano Studio 566-9391MP 
5 min walk from Burgess Gym

Piano Lessons 
Taught in your home.  Member MTAC & 
NGPT. Specializing in beginners. All lev-
els welcome. Karen, (650)233-9689

Piano Lessons in College Terrace

Piano Lessons in Palo Alto

play piano in a flash

Singing Lessons 
Professional Singer, Conservatory 
Trained. Experienced Teacher. SAG. 
NARAS. (650)924-0299

Wendy Waller Vocal Studio

135 Group Activities
Art Birthday parties!

Art for kids

Art/Dec.22./23./Nutcracker camp

BRAIN INJURY SUPPORT GROUP

Free Gokhale Method Lesson

Looking for a Book Group?

NATURE/OUTDOORS Events Calendar

Need help with your finances?

Pre-New Years Dance for Singles

QUIT SMOKING, Nicotine Anonymous

Singles New Years Eve Gala

Square Dance Lessons

Trouble with food?

www.art4growth.com

140 Lost & Found
$100 Reward for LOST CAT-BRN/BLK

FOUND CAT

Found: Red Mountain Bike - PA

Lost Cockatiel - $100 reward

Lost Diamond Ring 
$1000.00 reward.(650)494-7789

Missing Cat

Runaway Cat!

150 Volunteers
Support Tropical Reforestation!

Couples Make Great Mentors!

Holiday Elves

Library Volunteers Needed

Like Cats? feed homeless cats

Literacy Tutors for Adults

Literacy Tutors in the Classroom

NASA cats need fosterers

Stanford Psychology Research

152 Research Study 
Volunteers
Are you experiencing depression?

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, Your 
Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advanced Veterinary Treatments. Free 
Towing, IRS Tax Deduction. Non-Runners. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save A 
Child’s Life Through Research & Support! 
Free Vacation Package. Fast, Easy & 
Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-0615. 
(Cal-SCAN)
BMW 1996 525i Sedan 4-dr - $1,000 obo
Chevrolet 1987 Corvette - $7,900 obo
Honda 1992 Civic LX 
Runs well, original owner, in good 
mechanical condition. 
Honda 2005 Civic EX Special Edition 
- $13,700 ne
Honda 92 Accord 
Police Impounds! For listings 800-749-
4260 xN278
Mercedes 2007 E350 Sedan - $642.00
PORSCHE 2000 996 CARERRA - $20,000
PORSCHE PLUS VOLVO 2000 996 
CARERRA - 25,000
Tire Cable Chains - $ 25/set
Toyota 2002 Tacoma - $3900

203 Bicycles

2003 H-D 
Softail Fatboy 100th Anniversary 5356 
miles, Exterior: Red, price $5800 con-
tact me for pictures 23elzey@gmail.com 
(410) 670 7920

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
San Carlos: 940 Commercial St. 
Suite G, Every Saturday, 10-4 
Estate Sale Warehouse. Every 
Saturday 10-4. 4000sq ft of quality 
furniture, decorative art, lighting and 
carpet, 18th century to modern, value 
pricing, convenient access and park-
ing. (650)315-4516

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique wicker - $125 each
Diecast Scale Models
French Porcelain figurine lamps - $600.00

220 Computers/
Electronics
GET A NEW COMPUTER 
Brand Name laptops & desktops Bad or 
NO Credit - No Problem Smallest weekly 
payments available. It's yours NOW - Call 
800-803-8819 (AAN CAN) 
Brother MFC-620 cn - $69.00
Sony 36” Trinitron WEGA XBR TV - $250
Yamaha YHT-680 5.1 Home theater - $275

230 Freebies
DVD: “Scientology, An Overview” - FREE
Personality Test - FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
Antique dolls

240 Furnishings/
Household items
Dbl Temprpedic Bd-Must sel today - $1100
Dbl Tempurpedic Bd 4 mths old - $1250
Huge Bevelled Glass Dining Table - $799.00
Sofa, Chair & Coffee Table - $725
Techline desk - $375.00
Used Lawnmower - $140
White Plastic Hangers - $15.00

245 Miscellaneous
2 Altamesa plots, - $5000 ea
A New Slant on Life - $15.00
Auto creeper - $200.00
avene thermal spring water - $8.00
Espon color printer 740 for sale - $50
Gingerbread cabin mold - $10
New clothes ladies’ size 2-4 for–$40+ Good
Western Straw Hats (Stetson) - $40/each

250 Musical 
Instruments
Guitar Ibanez AG 195 - $675

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Bicycle Trainer - $100
Cross Country Skis, poles, boots - $50
GOLF EQUIPMENT - $125/Set
Kids’ adidas soccer shoes - $12
Ski Boots & Poles - $50 - $25.
Skin Diving Gear-Like New - $8 to $27
Skis - Rossignol 7X - $100
Skis: Dynastar Speed SX - $100
Skis: Rossignol 9X - $100
soccer shoes 8/8 1/2 - $varies

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care Offered
Caring Nanny
18+ yrs. experience,Loving Nanny
A loving second-mom nanny!!
A Nurturing Nanny!!!
Are you looking for child care?
Art made easy/Drawing 4 kids!
Art/Nutcracker
Betty’s Day Care
Birthday Parties
Caring Nanny 
Available to work 4 days a week. 
Experienced nanny to look after your 
children and do light housework. 20 yrs 
exp. ca. drivers lic. Good references. 
(650)327-8144
Childcare - Affordable, Flexible
Educated baby sitter-FT/PT
Experienced Child Care Offered
Experienced, Loving nanny
FULL TIME NANNY
Great, FUN, Loving NANNY
Holiday Nanny
Little Ages in home childcare
loving brazilian nanny! I(long t
Martinez Day Care
Mom of 3, looking to be a Nanny
Multicultural,and Bilingual.
MyFunTimeHome
Nanny
Nanny Av. (Dec. 20-Jan.9)
Nanny Available ASAP
Nanny Jobs Peninsula
nanny/babysitter
Our wonderful Nanny available
P/T Nanny Available 
Shared position, can work 8am-Noon. 
Newborn/toddler exp. Refs. CDL, own. 
transp. Bilingual Spanish. 415/992-2150
Reliable/Dependable Nanny
Tibetan Nanny

340 Child Care Wanted
Chinese home work helper wanted
PT Nanny Needed M,T, Th

www.spnannies.com

Los Altos - FT $4000
6 mo boy, 5 yr exp reqd
Palo Alto - Tue/Thurs

2 & 4 yr old, $22/hr
650-462-4580

Serving California families since 1990

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
A EXCELLENT MUSIC SCHOOL
Chess School in Palo Alto
Chess tutor wanted

French Native Teacher
All levels and ages. SAT, AP, conversa-
tion for travelers and business profes-
sionals.Hessen Camille Ghazal, Ph.D. 

650/965-9696
French, Spanish for HS students
French, Spansh 4 Sudents&Adults
Language Experts 
Exp. European French-Spanish Teacher with 
degree. Kids, high schoolers, special pro-
grams for adults. 650/691-9863 650/804-
5055 www.languagesexpert.com
Math & Spanish Specialists K-16
One-to-One Tutoring Service
Reading and Math Tutor 
K-5th. Exp. teacher. Victoria Burnett, 
MA.MFC lic. 43868. 650/851-8906; 
408/235-0549
TUTOR pre K to 6th

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Growing Tree Preschool 
Exploration and learning. Ages 2-6. Small 
ratio 7:30am-6:00pm (650)857-0655. 

355 Items for Sale
Jogging stroller Kool Stride

417 Groups
A Course in Miracles - ACIM 
Woodside,each Friday 7:00-9:00 PM, 
Ongoing, free, 650 747 1500 
Divorce Recovery Group

420 Healing/
Bodywork
Mobile Reiki for people and pets - 650 
472-3932 $90.00

430 Hypnotherapy
Free hypnosis

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Cafe/Deli: Cook 
Exp. Solid cooking techniques, good 
knife handling skills, food prep. Also 
hiring counter help for sandwich 
maker, coffee service, cashier-
ing. Friendly, enthusiastic, hardwork-
ing staff. No nights/weekends. MV 
location. 408/828-4221

FOGSTER.COM
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550 Business 
Opportunities
100% Recession Proof 
Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your Own 
Local Vending Route Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 1-
888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)
EARN $75 - $200 HOUR 
Media Makeup Artist Training. Ads, TV, 
Film, Fashion. One week class. Stable 
job in weak economy. Details at http://
www.MediaMakeupArtists.com 310-364-
0665 (AAN CAN)

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Earn Extra income assembling CD cases 
from Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS 
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://
www.easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)
$600 WEEKLY POTENTIAL$$$ 
Helping the Government PT. No 
Experience, No Selling. Call: 1-888-213-
5225 Ad Code L-5. VOID in Maryland and 
South Dakota. (AAN CAN) 
DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS 
Needed! Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly 
Working from Home! Guaranteed 
Paychecks! No Experience Necessary! 
Positions Available Today! Register Online 
Now! http://www.DataPositions.com 
(AAN CAN) 
Driver 
West Coast Regional NEW HIRING 
AREA. Newest equipment on the road. 
Competitive Pay. Run the Western 11 
States On Site - Full Service Maintenance 
Shop. Reasonable Home Time. Western 
Express - 22 yrs. old. Good MVR, EOE, 
CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR. Call Edna Today! 1-
866-863-4112. (Cal-SCAN)
Driver - CDL Training 
$0 down, financing by Central 
Refrigerated. Company Drivers earn aver-
age of $40k/year. Owner Operators aver-
age $60k/Year. 1-800-587-0029 x4779. 
www.CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers - ASAP! 
Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over 
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. Need 
CDL-A & 3 months recent OTR. 1-877-258-
8782. www.MeltonTruck.com (Cal-SCAN)
MOVIE EXTRAS NEEDED!! 
All looks and ages wanted. No expe-
rience necessary. Part-Time Income 
$150.00 - $300.00 p/day. CALL NOW! 
1-888-268-5474 x 401 (AAN CAN) 
Travel -Work-Party-Play 
50 States. National company now hiring 
18+ sharp guys & gals to work & travel 
entire USA. 2wks paid training, transpor-
tation & lodging furnished. Paid daily. 
Returns guaranteed. Call Today Start 
Today. 1-888-741-2190. (Cal-SCAN)

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service
Affordable prices 408-596-1787 
www.reliableaccountingsvcs.com

604 Adult Care Offered
Canyon House and Crescent Villa 
Since 1987. Menlo Park and Sunnyvale. 
Assisted living and memory care. Call 
us for more info or visit www. canyon-
house.com. 650/322-2022 

Caregiver/ Aid Available 
Live in/out Aid available for Elderly or 
Disabled. Hard-working 50 yr old male. 
Ready to help! (650) 544-8968.

609 Catering/Event 
Planning
DJ Dance Music

For Your Events
Dance to the Best Hit Songs

Book for the Holidays Now!
(650) 949-1327

Recession Special 
10%Off

610 Tutoring
Engl/Writ/Bio/Chem Tutor 
Grades 8-12. Krocagator@gmail.com.

624 Financial
Business Loans 0% APR 
Call 888-900-9666 agent ID WF2132 
www.Bankcardempire.com/wf2132

MAKE YOUR TAXABLE IRA/401K 
TAX FREE! 
Save Your IRA/401k!!! 10 percent 
1st day No Losses. TF Income/Heirs 
Free DVD. (408)876-7512 FreeDVD@
MyEquityEdge.com 

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
A Best-Kept Secret 
Classified Advertising! A 25-word ad 
costs $550, is placed in 240 community 
newspapers and reaches over 6 million 
Californians. Call for more information 
(916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019 www.
Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
Advertise Effectively! 
Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,550 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad. Super value! 
Call (916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
News Release 
Looking for a cost efficient way to get 
out a News Release? The California Press 
Release Service is the only service with 
500 current daily, weekly and college news-
paper contacts in California. Questions call 
(916) 288-6010. www.CaliforniaPressRelea
seService.com (Cal-SCAN)

Green Products
Call (650)969-1369 or 

www.ecoquestintl.com/shirl4rd

648 Horses-
Boarding/Training

CALIFORNIA
RIDING ACADEMY

Beginning through Advanced
All Ages • English/Western

Holiday Special • Reserve Now
Call Laura (650) 465-4083
www.californiaridingacademy.com

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training
All Animals Happy House 
Pet Sitting Services by Susan Licensed, 
insured, refs. 650-323-4000

AUSSIE PET MOBILE 
Don’t have time to wash & groom your 
pet? Teeth Brushing, Flea Treatments, 
we’ll do it for you at your home. 1-
800-738-6624

Home
Services

703 Architecture/
Design
Design/Permits 
One Stop Place for Your Remodeling 
Design needs. Complete Plans include 
Structural Engineering and Energy 
Compliance (T-24). ADW 650/969-4980

710 Carpentry
Cabinetry-Individual Design 
Precise, 3-D Computer Modeling Mantels, 
Bookcases, Workplaces Wall Units, 
Window Seats Ned Hollis 650-856-9475

715 Cleaning 
Services
*YESENIAS PROFESSIONAL CLEANING*
2 person team. 
We do the same service as everyone 
else - but the difference is: "we love 
to do it!" Steam spot cleaning avail. 
Lic. #28276. Call 650/369-7570 www.
FlorLauHousecleaning.com
Affordable Housecleaning 
and Handyman Service. Call us for all of your 
home repair needs. Great refs. 408/329-
0317. Serving the entire Bay Area.

Francisca’s Deep Housecleaning 
Exp., good refs. 650/771-1414
Housecleaning Available 
18 years exp. Excellent refs. Good 
rates, own car. Maria, (650)323-2363 
or (650)207-4609 (cell)
Navarro Housecleaning 
Home and Office. Weekly, bi-weekly. 
Floors, windows, carpets. Free est., 
good refs., 15 years exp. 650/853-
3058; 650/796-0935

Sophia’s Housecleaning 
Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, One-
Time,move in/out. (Recession 
Special)10% OFF (650)369-3278 or
(650)346-8558

Daily, weekly, bi-weekly
Occasional, one-time, move in/out

Construction cleanup, Ironing
“Last minute calls”

20 yrs exp • Licensed • Senior discount

(650) 281-8637

Tere’s Housecleaning

”WE ARE GREEN”
Keep our planet green and our home safe
•  Daily, Weekly, 

Bi-Weekly
• Carpet Cleaning
• On-Time
• Pet Friendly

•  All Teams 
Trained, 
Uniformed

•  Senior 
Discount

H O U S E 
C L E A N I N G

WHITE GLOVE

License #35780
Insured & Bonded
(650) 207-3141

719 Remodeling/
Additions

since 1990  since 1990  
lic #627843lic #627843

DomicileDomicile
Construction, Inc.Construction, Inc.

General ContractorGeneral Contractor
T 415 999-3143T 415 999-3143
www.domicileconstructioninc.comwww.domicileconstructioninc.com

728 Drywall/Plaster
harbour light drywall

Clean, Considerate Work. . . . .
Lic #711618 650-483-1480

•New •Remodel •Repair
Certifi ed Mold Remediation

730 Electrical
Alex Electric 
Lic #784136. Free Est. All electrical. 
Alex, (650)366-6924

Stewart Electric
Residential Electric  & Lighting 

Services. Lic #745186 
(408)745-7115 or (408)368-6622

Williams Electric 
30 years wiring homes. 650/343-5125. 
Lic. #545936. Call, relax, it’s done!

737 Fences & Gates
Fences - Decks - Retaining Walls 
Stairs. Reasonable prices. Lic. #786158. 
Al, 650/269-7113 or 650/853-0824

741 Flooring/
Carpeting
Carpet Cleaning 
Residential and Commercial
* Steam Clean * Fast Dry * Stain and 
Odor Removal * 10 Years Exp. * Free 
Estimate * Call Irma, 650.703-2626

Town & Country
Flooring Center

• Hardwood
• Refi nish

• Carpet • Tile
Green Products

Installation Available
Carl Santo & Steve Paganucci

Owners

(650) 329-8926

745 Furniture 
Repair/Refinish
Leather Furniture Repair

Expert color matching 
and re-dyeing

We can repair leather, vinyl, 
fabrics & plastic

Even pet damage and burns!

Fibrenew Silicon Valley
408-773-1395

www.fi brenew.com/silicon_valley

FREE ESTIMATES • MOBILE SERVICE

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

Beckys Landscape
Weekly, Biweekly & Periodic Maint. 

Annual Rose, Fruit Tree Pruning, Yard 
Clean-ups, Demolition, Excavation, 

Irrigation, Sod, Planting, Raised Beds, 
Ponds, Fountains, Patios, Decks. 

650/493-7060

• YARD  
   MAINTENANCE
• ESTATE SERVICE
• NEW LAWNS

• LANDSCAPE  
   RENOVATION
• SPRINKLER
   SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATE                   (650)367-1420

CYPREX
Construction

Landscapes
C-27, B, 701749

www.ECYPREX.com

650-270-0966

F&B Landscaping 
• Maintenance  • New Lawns 

• Irrigation Systems
• Tree Trim or Removal

• Fences • Pavers
fblandscaping@live.com

(650)215-8601 • Free Est

Gaeta's Landscape
Complete Garden Maintenance
Pavers, flagstone, brick work, BBQs, 

sprinkler, retaining walls/fences, 
lighting, Free Estimate!
(650) 368-1458

H AND H GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE
Need help with your garden or land-
scape. monthly maintenance and new 
landscaping, We can help. Free esti-
mates. Randy 510-455-0215 or Rufino 
650-388-8282. 

Japanese Gardener
Maintenance * Garden works

Clean ups * Pruning
(650)327-6283, evenings

Jesus Garcia Landscaping 
Maintenance - Sprinklers - New Fences. 
(650)366-4301 or (650)346-6781 ask 
for Jesus or Carmen

Landa’s Gardening
& Landscaping

•Yard Maintenance
•Clean Ups

10% Discount
(650) 576-6242  Ramon

•New Lawns
•Tree Trimming/Pruning

M. Sanchez General Landscaping 
and Design 
Concrete, patios, driveways, flagstone, 
lacking pavers, new lawns, planting, 
irrigation, garden lighting, clean-ups. 
New installation & repairs. Lic.#860920
(650)444-7072, 342-1392

Maintenance 
Clean up, trim, pruning, stump 
removal/tree service, rototilling, aera-
tion, landscaping, drip and sprinkler. 
Roger, 650/776-8666

Mario’s Gardening 
Maintenance, clean-ups. Free est. 
650/365-6955; 995-3822
Orkopina Concrete/Gardening 
General landscaping, cleanup, trim. New 
lawns, sprinklers, concrete. 650/962-1536
Pruning Specialist

RIVIERA LANDSCAPE
AND MAINTENANCE

(650) 207-1993

Residential & Commercial

10% DISCOUNT
Free Estimates • Lic#918220

•  Irrigation 
systems

• Drainage
• Ponds
•   Water 
   Features

•  Interlocking 
Paving

• Grass-pave
•  Retaining 

Walls/Fencing

Shubha Landscape Design 
(650) 321-1600 LIC # 852075 www.
shubhalandscapedesign.com 

Total Landscape 
Irrigation, Lawn, Concrete, Driveways, 
Flagstone, Bricks, Pavers, Fences, 
Decks and Garden Maint. CA Lic 
#755857. 650/630-3949

751 General 
Contracting

A & D Builders
Design • Build

New Construction
Remodel • Addition

408-868-0101
Lic #884861

www.andbuilders.com

A B WEST
CONSTRUCTION

• Remodels • Repairs
• Tile • Carpentry • Decks
• Elec/Plumbing • Painting

Call E. Marchetti
for Free Estimate

Excellent Local References

(650) 347-8359  Lic.#623885
Fax(650)344-6518

 (650) 482-9090
Fax (650) 234-1045

WWW.DJMCCANNCONSTRUCTION.COM

* Additions
* Light Commercial
*  New Construction
* Demo & Clean-Up

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
License #907806

Domicile Construction Inc.

754 Gutters

757 Handyman/
Repairs
A European Craftsmanship 
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling. For 
All Your Repair Needs. Plumbing, 
Finish Carpentry and More. Licensed. 
650/270-7726

Able Handyman Fred
Complete home repairs, 
maintenance, remod., prof. 
painting, carpentry, plumbing, 
elect. & custom design 
cabinets. 7 days. 
650.529.1662 • 483.4227

Al Trujillo Handyman Service 
Int./Ext. painting* Kit./BA Improv., 
Dry Rot, Flooring Install, Homes/Apt. 
Repairs, Auto Sprinkler, Landscapes, 
Fences. 20yrs. 650-207-1306

Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, 
Stucco, Dry Rot & Masonry

Lic. #743748

Specializing 
in Home 
Repairs

(650) 430-3469

KEANE CONSTRUCTION

759 Hauling

AJOHNSTON

Prompt Service

✮ HAULING ✮
LARGE TRUCKS

Dump Runs • Trees

LARGE/small JOBS

Free Estimate  Insured

650-327-HAUL

cell: 415-999-0594

Commercial & Residential 
Reasonable & Reliable

• Free Estimates 
• Furniture  • Trash 
• Appliances 
• Wood  • Yard Waste 
• Construction  • Debris
• Rental Clean-Up

7 DAYS A WEEK!

(408) 888-0445
No Job Too Big Or Small!

ATLAS HAULING

Frank’s Hauling 
Commercial, Residential, Garage, 
Basement & Yard. Clean-up. Fair prices. 
650/361-8773

761 Masonry/Brick
MASONRY ARTISAN

Specialized - stone mason
Stone Veneer - faux veneer

Architectural Designer Builder

(650) 333-0146

YOU DON’T
NEED IT, SELL IT 
IN THE ALMANAC
MARKETPLACE

IF FOGSTER.COM

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO 

FOGSTER.COM 
for contact information FOGSTER.COM

No phone
 number in the ad? 

GO TO 
FOGSTER.COM 

for contact
information



fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 
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767 Movers

768 Moving Assistance
Armandos Moving Labor Service 
Home, Apts, Storage. House cleaning 
services avail. Sm/lrg moves. Serving 
the Bay Area for 20 yrs. Armando, 
650/630-0424. Lic #22167

771 Painting/
Wallpaper
Don Pohlman’s Painting 
* Detailed Craftsmanship 
* Excel. Restorative Prep 
* Great Local References  
650/799-7403 * Lic. 635027 

Gary Rossi PAINTING 
Residential/Commercial. Wall paper 
removal. Lic. (#559953) and Bonded. 
Free est. 650/345-4245

STYLE PAINTING 
Interior/exterior. Quality prep to finish. 
Owner operated. Reasonable prices. 
Lic 903303. 650/388-8577

Wallpapering by Trish
24 years of experience 

Free Estimates 949-1820

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering 
Asphalt * Paving * Sealing New Construction 
and Repairs 30 years exp. No job too small 
Lic #663703 * 650/814-5572

779 Organizing 
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized 
ResidentialOrganizing  by Debra Robinson 
(650)941-5073
Organizing Alex

783 Plumbing
Bayshore Plumbers 
Lic. #905661. Service, drains and repairs. 
21 years experience, commercial/residen-
tial. Insured. 650/323-6464 or 408/250-
0568. www.bayshoreplumbers.com 
Dave’s Custom Plumbing, Inc
He-Man Plumbing 
Serving Palo Alto & Menlo Park. Lic. 
#915454. 650/222-7953

790 Roofing
Al Peterson Roofi ng

Specializing in
• Repairs • Reroofi ng

• Maintenance 
• Gutter cleaning• Moss removal

since 1946

650-493-9177

License #915925 Senior Discount 
Free Estimate

• Emerg. roof repair • Re-roofi ng
• Water proofi ng • Gutter cleaning

Cornelius Construction Roofi ng

(650) 353-6554

792 Pool Services
Woodside Pool Service 
In memory of Ed Wirsch. Service, 
repairs, PG&E certified energy audits. 
650/948-8358

795 Tree Care
OZZIES TREE SERVICE: 
Certified arborist, 22 yrs exp. Tree 
trimming, removals and stump grind-
ing. Free chips and wood. Free est. 
Lic. and insured. 650/ 368-8065; cell 
650/704-5588

PALO ALTO
TREE SERVICE

• Ornamental & Tree Pruning
• Removal & Stump Grinding

Emergency Service
  Lic.#819244

José ”Joe” (650) 380-2297

QUALITY TREE SERVICE

Thinning  •  Stump Grinding
Brush Chipping  •  Emergency Service

Removals  •  Trimming 

Big or Small Jobs

“Best Prices in Town”
20 Years Experience

(650)388-6470 Residential or Commercial

a a

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Avalon Mountain View 
offers newly renovated 1-, 2- & 3-BR 
apartments with gourmet kitchens & 
washer/dryers in each home. Close 
to shopping, dining & transportation. 
Rents starting at $1630* Up to 6 
weeks free!* Call for Details! 650-
967-2300 *Must qualify

East Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1400
East Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1800
Menlo Park, 1 BR/1 BA - $1600/mo
Menlo Park, 1 BR/1 BA - $1595/mo
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1200/mont
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - 1175
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - 1145
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1050/mont
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA 
Single story condo, patio, extra storage, 
laundry, pool. Please call 650-430-8088 
or 650-963-9648.
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1700.00
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1650/mo.
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1,700/mon
Mountain View, Studio - $1250
Mountain View, Studio - 995.00
MV-PA Vicinity: Studio & 1BR 
2 locations. Flex rent. Prof residence. 
Unique features. Studios $1150-
$1350; 1BR $1350-$1550 650/964-
1146 or MMHousing@aol.com
MV: 1BR/1BA 
Downtown. Pool, laundry, covered parking. 
$1200 mo. Please call 650/279-7208
PA: 1BR/1BA 
Patio, pool, laundry, covered parking, 
$1200 mo. Also 2BR/2BA avail. Info, 
650/796-7096
Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1300/mo
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1850/mont
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,500/mon
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $2800
Sunnyvale, 1 BR/1 BA - $1145
Sunnyvale, 2 BR/1 BA - 1525/Mth

805 Homes for Rent
ATH: EXQUISITE ESTATE

4BR/3.5BA PLUS GUEST ROOM W/FULL BATH 
HDWD. & SLATE TILE FLOORS, FRENCH DOORS, 

SHUTTERS, CEDAR CLOSETS, 4 FIREPLACES

GOURMET KIT W/TOP APPLIANCES

POOL, PARK-LIKE GROUNDS, TOP RATE SCHOOLS

$11,000/MO     (408) 483-6707(408) 483-6707

Atherton, 4 BR/3 BA - $4800
Birdland Neighborhood, 4 BR/2 BA - $3300
East Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $1990.00/m
Los Altos, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $5700
Menlo Park, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,575
Menlo Park, 2 BR/1 BA 
Menlo Park 2br/1ba $2075/month Avail 
Jan 1st 650-364-2086

Mountain View, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $3000
Mountain View, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2,500/mon
MP: 3BR/2BA 
Fully renovated. Dbl. gar. Jacuzzi. N/S. 
$5000 mo. 650/856-1111
PA: 3BR/2BA 
Old PA. Avail. now. $3500 mo. N/S, N/P. 
650/856-1111
Palo Alto , 2 BR/1 BA - $1200
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2500
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $1,850/mon
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $4000/mont
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $2750
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $2750
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $2750.00
Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $4000/mo
Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $3800. mon
Palo Alto, 5+ BR/3 BA 
Newer,Big,CuDSac/5668038/$8150
Palo Alto, 5+ BR/4+ BA 
NEW 9BD*6.5BA/$9800*5668038 
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $2700/mo
Woodside, 4 BR/3.5 BA - $9,000

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 
Los Altos Hills, 1 BR/1 BA - $0
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1000 MAX
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $850/month
Mountain View, Studio BR/Studio BA 
- $550/month
Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $850/mo
Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1150
Portola Valley: 1 BR/shared BA 
Private entrance, quiet, light driving and light 
cooking. $800.00/mo (650)815-1526
Redwood City, 2 BR/2 BA - $790.00
Sunnyvale, 2 BR/2 BA - $1000

810 Cottages for 
Rent
East Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1475

815 Rentals Wanted
Cottage Please
Looking For Shared Housing!
Mid-peninsula, BR/ BA
Rental/House-sit Sought
Seeking Quiet 1 BR Apt.
Seeking Small Cottage/Room

820 Home Exchanges
Fine Home Design/Architecture
Green Cool Modern

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Belmont, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $1350000
East Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $268000
Los Altos Hills, 4 BR/3.5 BA - $2,495,000

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA 
$132,500 Mobile home in Mtn View, 
built 2001. 1100 sf, large kitchen, 
lots of windows. Near downtown. Low 
space rent of $577/month. For info: 
Peter Lee, Keller Williams Palo Alto, at 
650-454-8518.

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA - $155,750
Mountain View, Waverley Park, 5+ BR/3 
BA - $1,799,000
MV: 4BR/2BA 
New mobile home. $159,000. Park rent 
$835 mo. 415/517-8877
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $929000
Redwood City, 2 BR/1 BA - $459,000
Redwood City, 2 BR/2 BA - $549000
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $788,000
Redwood City, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $2999500
Redwood Shores, 5+ BR/4+ BA - 
$1,285,000
San Carlos, 3 BR/2 BA - $958,000
San Carlos, 3 BR/2 BA - $999,950
San Carlos, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $1195000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
PA: Downtown 
120-4355 sf offices for lease. Photos, 
plans, pricing: www.paoffices.com. 
650/776-5390

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Bed & Breakfast B&B Hotel
Green Cool Modern
Pajaro Dunes Condo 
2BR/2BA or 1BR/1BA. On beach, ocean 
view. Cable TV, VCR, CD, tennis, W/D. 
Pvt. deck, BBQ. Owner, 650/424-1747. 
hherzenber@aol.com
Waikoloa/Kolea Hawaii

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
20 Acre Ranches 
Near Booming El Paso, Texas. (#1 Growth 
State!) $15,900. $200/down, $159/month. 
Roads, Views. Owner Financing. Free Maps/
Pictures. No Credit Checks. 1-800-343-
9444. (10%/209 mths) (Cal-SCAN)
Colorado Foreclosure 
40 ACRES $29,900. Outstanding Views. 
Access to BLM Canyon Rec Land. 
Financing. Call 1-866-696-5263 x4843. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Montana Land 
New Acreage Available -20 Acres near 
Round Up w/ Road & Utilities -$69,900. 
-40 Acres w/ New Cabin near Winnett -
$89,900. Approved by TV hunter Celebrity 
TRED BARTA! Excellent area for horses, 
hunting and ranching. Financing available. 
Western Skies Land Co. 877-229-7840 
www.WesternSkiesLand.com (Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
0.5% commission to Buy/Sell home

860 Housesitting
Acad. Housesitter Available

Ath: Trusted Homesitter 
Established Menlo Park man to serve 
a discriminating couple avail. 6-9 mos. 
Rely on the best and enjoy peace of 
mind! Kenn 650/399-6640

529-2420529-2420

LEHUA GREENMAN
“Wishing you the Spirit of Christmas which is 
Peace, the Gladness of Christmas which is Hope,
and the Heart of Christmas which is Love.”

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 226204 
The following individual(s) is (are) 
doing business as, Deseo, 851 Main 
St., Redwood City, CA 94063: Renato 
Cusimano, 99 Stockbridge Ave., 
Atherton, CA 94027; Diane Cusimano, 
99 Stockbridge Ave., Atherton, CA 
94027. This business is being con-
ducted by husband and wife. Registrant 
began transacting business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed herein 
on 8/1/2008. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk-Recorder of San 
Mateo County on 3/31/2008. (Almanac 
12/3, 10, 17, 24, 2008)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230296 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, IP Voice Associates, 
2262 Sharon Road, Menlo Park, CA 
94025: David Howard, 2262 Sharon 
Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025 This 
business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on N/A. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County 
on 11/24/08. (Almanac 12/3, 10, 17, 
24, 2008)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230323 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Classic Property Services, 
1050 Chestnut Street, Ste. 202, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025: Nancy Kerry, 916 
Peggy Lane, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on Jan. 1999. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on 11/25/08. (Almanac Dec. 3, 
10, 17, 24, 2008)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230014 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Portola Wealth Strategies, 
158 Goya Road, Portola Valley, CA 
94028: Robert M. Cheney, Inc., 158 
Goya Road, Portola Valley, CA 94028 
This business is being conducted by a 
Corporation. Registrant began transact-
ing business under the fictitious busi-
ness name(s) listed herein on N/A. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County 
on 11/7/08. (Almanac 12/3, 10, 17, 
24, 2008)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230344 
The following individual(s) is (are) 
doing business as, Clearpath Media, 
903 Christopher Way, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025: Michael J. Murphy, 903 
Christopher Way, Menlo Park, CA 
94025 This business is being con-

ducted by an individual. Registrant 
began transacting business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed herein 
on 7/7/1998. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk-Recorder of San 
Mateo County on 11/26/08. (Almanac 
Dec. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2008)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230383 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Letgeorgedoit, 1320 
American Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025: 
George H. Walker, 1320 American 
Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025 This 
business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on N/A. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County 
on 12/2/08. (Almanac 12/17, 24,31, 
2008, 1/7/09)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230331 
The following individual(s) is (are) 
doing business as, Best Mower Shop, 
474 First Avenue, Redwood City, CA 
94063: David Martinez, 474 First 
Avenue, Redwood City, CA 94063 This 
business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 7/1/07. This 
statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
11/26/08. (Almanac Dec. 17, 24, 31, 
2008, Jan. 7, 2009)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230384 
The following individual(s) is (are) 
doing business as, Communication 
Technologies International, 1115 
Altschul Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 
94025: Christoph Pfistner, 1115 
Altschul Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 11/12/2002. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on 12/2/08. (Almanac Dec. 24, 
31, 2008, Jan. 7, 14, 2009)
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT
File No. 230477 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Thermae, 103 Gilbert 
Ave., Menlo Park, CA 94025: Kings 
Road International, Inc., 405 El Camino 
Real, #327, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 12/01/08. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on 12/8/08. (Almanac Dec. 24, 
31, 2008, Jan. 7, 14, 2009)

997 All Other Legals
TS # CA-08-132200-RM Loan # 
0015329287 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S 
SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 

DEED OF TRUST DATED 5/8/2006. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. 
A public auction sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn 
on a state or national bank, check 
drawn by a state or federal credit 
union, or a check drawn by a state or 
federal savings and loan association, 
or savings association, or savings 
bank specified in Section 5102 of the 
Financial Code and authorized to do 
business in this state, will be held by 
duly appointed trustee. The sale will 
be made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust, 
with interest and late charges thereon, 
as provided in the note(s), advances, 
under the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
interest thereon, fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee for the total 
amount (at the time of the initial publica-
tion of the Notice of Sale) reasonably 
estimated to be set forth below. The 
amount may be greater on the day of 
sale. BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT TO BID 
LESS THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE. 
Trustor(s): MELIAME AFUHAAMANGO, 
A MARRIED WOMAN AS HER SOLE 
AND SEPARATE PROPERTY Recorded: 
05/19/2006 as Instrument No. 
2006-075543 in book xxx, page xxx 
of Official Records in the Office of 
the Recorder of San Mateo County, 
California; Date of Sale: 12/30/2008 at 
12:30 PM Place of Sale: At the Marshall 
St. entrance to the Hall of Justice and 
Records, 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA Amount of unpaid balance 
and other charges: $709,101.13 The 
purported property address is: 1333 
ALMANOR AVENUE Menlo Park, CA 
94025 Assessors Parcel No. 055-353-
050 The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of 
the property address or other common 
designation, if any, shown herein. If 
no street address or other common 
designation is shown, directions to 
the location of the property may be 
obtained by sending a written request 
to the beneficiary within 10 days of the 
date of first publication of this Notice 
of Sale. Pursuant to California Civil 
Code Â§2923.5 ( c), the beneficiary or 
authorized agent declares as follows: 
See the attached Declaration marked 
as Exhibit A, attached hereto and made 
a part hereof by this reference. If the 
Trustee is unable to convey title for 
any reason, the successful bidder's 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the Trustee, 
and the successful bidder shall have 
no further recourse. Date: 12/2/2008 
Quality Loan Service Corp. 2141 5th 
Avenue San Diego, CA 92101 (619) 
645-7711 For NON SALE information 
only Sale Line: (714) 573-1965 or 
Login to: www.priorityposting.com 
Reinstatement Line: (619) 645-7711 
Rochelle Matkin If you have previously 
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been discharged through bankruptcy, 
you may have been released of per-
sonal liability for this loan in which case 
this letter is intended to exercise the 
note holder's rights against the real 
property only. This notice is sent for 
the purpose of collecting a debt. This 
firm is attempting to collect a debt on 
behalf of the holder and owner of the 
note. Any information obtained by or 
provided to this firm or the creditor will 
be used for that purpose. As required 
by law, you are hereby notified that a 
negative credit report reflecting on your 
credit record may be submitted to a 
credit report agency if you fail to fulfill 
the terms of your credit obligations. 
P503247 12/10, 12/17, 12/24/2008 
(Published in the Almanac 12/10, 17, 
24, 2008)

Trustee Sale No. 727152CA Loan 
No. 3011288630 Title Order No. 
M827645 Notice of Trustee’s Sale YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 10/12/2006. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
12/30/2008 at 12:30 PM California 
Reconveyance Company as the duly 
appointed Trustee under and pursu-
ant to Deed of Trust, recorded on 
10/19/2006, Book , Page , Instrument 
2006-157328 of official records in the 
Office of the Recorder of San Mateo 
County, California, executed by: JUAN 
AGUILAR AND MARGARITA GORDILLO, 
HUSBAND AND WIFE AS JOINT 
TENANTS, as Trustor, WASHINGTON 
MUTUAL BANK, FA, as Beneficiary, will 
sell at public auction sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn 
by a state or national bank, a cashier's 
check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a cashier's check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, savings association, or sav-
ings bank specified in section 5102 of 
the Financial Code and authorized to do 
business in this state. Sale will be held 
by the duly appointed trustee as shown 
below, of all right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now held by the trust-
ee in the hereinafter described property 
under and pursuant the Deed of Trust. 
The sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured 
by the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
estimated fees, charges and expenses 
of the trustee for the total amount (at 
the time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated 
to be set forth below. The amount may 
be greater on the day of sale. Place 
of Sale: At the Marshall St. entrance 
to the Hall of Justice and Records, 
400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 
Legal Description: LOT 1, BLOCK 29, 
AS SHOWN ON THAT CERTAIN MAP 
ENTITLED, “TRACT NO. 1, BLOCKS 
18 TO 35, BELLE HAVEN CITY, SAN 
MATEO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA”, FILED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF 
THE COUNTY ON MAY 28, 1932 IN 
BOOK 20 OF MAPS, AT PAGES 5,6, & 
7. Amount of unpaid balance and other 
charges: $491,323.43 (estimated) 
Street address and other common des-
ignation of the real property: 1460 HILL 
AVENUE, Menlo Park, CA 94025 APN 
NUMBER: 055-333-010-1 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability for 
any incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. The property heretofore 
described is being sold "as is". In 
compliance with California Civil Code 
2923.5(c) the mortgagee, trustee, ben-
eficiary, or authorized agent declares: 
that it has contacted the borrower(s) to 
assess their financial situation and to 
explore options to avoid foreclosure; 
or that it has made efforts to contact 
the borrower(s) to assess their financial 
situation and to explore options to 
avoid foreclosure by one of the follow-
ing methods: by telephone; by United 
States mail; either 1st class or certi-
fied; by overnight delivery; by personal 
delivery; by e-mail; by face to face 
meeting. Date: 12/5/2008 California 
Reconveyance Company, as Trustee 
(714) 259-7850 or www.fidelityasap.
com (714) 573-1965 or www.priority-
posting.com Deborah Brignac California 
Reconveyance Company is a debt 
collector attempting to collect a debt. 
Any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose. Deborah Brignac, Vice 
President 9200 Oakdale Avenue Mail 
Stop N110612 Chatsworth, CA 91311 
P504173 12/10, 12/17, 12/24/2008
(Published in the Almanac 12/10, 17, 
24, 2008)

Trustee Sale No. 08-14560 Title Order 
No. S809432 APN 063-640-060 

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE 
IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST 
DATED 11/1/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. On 1/6/2009 at 12:30PM, 
Old Republic Default Management 
Services, a Division of Old Republic 
National Title Insurance Company as 
the duly appointed Trustee pursuant 
to the Deed of Trust, Recorded on 
11/09/2006 as Instrument No. 2006-
169558 of official records in the Office 
of the County Recorder of San Mateo 
County, California, executed by: Lucia 
Amanoni, and Atonio Amanoni, wife and 
husband as joint tenants as Trustor, 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Saxon 
Mortgage Services, Inc., as Beneficiary, 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable in 
full at time of sale by cash, a cashier's 
check drawn by a state or national 
bank, a check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, savings association, or 
savings bank specified in section 5102 
of the Financial Code and authorized 
to do business in this state). At: At 
the Marshall St. entrance to the Hall 
of Justice and Records, 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA, all right, 
title and interest conveyed to and now 
held by it under said Deed of Trust in 
the property situated in said County, 
and state, and as more fully described 
in the above referenced Deed of Trust. 
The street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported to be: 
1124 Mandela Court, East Palo Alto, 
CA 94303 . The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address and 
other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be made 
in an "AS IS" condition, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured 
by said Deed of Trust, with interest 
thereon, as provided in said note(s), 
advances, if any, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, estimated fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee and of the 
trusts created by said Deed of Trust, to 
wit: $683,663.84 (Estimated) Accrued 
interest and additional advances, if 
any, will increase this figure prior to 
sale. It is possible that at the time 
of sale the opening bid may be less 
than the total indebtedness due. The 
Declaration pursuant to California Civil 
Code, Section 2923.5(b) is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. Date: 12/10/2008 
Old Republic Default Management 
Services, a Division of Old Republic 
National Title Insurance Company, as 
Trustee 600 City Parkway West, Suite 
610, Orange, CA 92868-2915 (866) 
263-5802 For Sale Information Contact: 
Priority Posting and Publishing (714) 
573-1965 Esther Valenzuela, Assistant 
Vice President EXHIBIT A TO NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE SALE Trustee Sale No. 
08-14560 Loan No. 2000237913 
APN063-640-060 DECLARATION OF 
LENDER, TRUSTEE OR AUTHORIZED 
AGENT UNDER CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE 
SECTION 2923.5 (C) The undersigned 
is the lender, beneficiary, or its autho-
rized agent under the Deed of Trust 
of Mortgage that is the subject of the 
Notice of Sale to which this Declaration 
is attached and made a part. In compli-
ance with the requirements of California 
Civil Code section 2923.5(c), the 
undersigned does hereby declare as 
follows: (strike out or delete the option 
that is not applicable) 1. The borrower 
under said Deed of Trust or Mortgage 
has been contacted in order to assess 
the borrower's financial situation and 
to explore options for the borrower to 
avoid foreclosure. Or, 06/06/08 2. 
No contact has been made with the 
borrower. The following list enumerates 
the efforts that were made in order to 
make such contact with the borrower: 
(continue on attachment, if more space 
is needed). Date: 11/19/08 BY: Shari 
Landram (name of person signing and 
their corporate title) Shari Landram 
Default Coordinator P507390 12/17, 
12/24, 12/31/2008 (Published in the 
Almanac 12/17, 24, 31, 2008)

Trustee Sale No. 08-14548 Title 
Order No. S809384 APN 063-038-
383-32/063-383-320-7 NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
3/17/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 

A LAWYER. On 1/6/2009 at 12:30PM, 
Old Republic Default Management 
Services, a Division of Old Republic 
National Title Insurance Company as 
the duly appointed Trustee pursuant 
to the Deed of Trust, Recorded on 
03/28/2006 as Instrument # 2006-
044335 of official records in the Office 
of the County Recorder of San Mateo 
County, California, executed by: Nelida 
Contreras, a married woman, as her 
sole and separate property as Trustor, 
Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Saxon 
Mortgage Services, Inc., as Beneficiary, 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable in 
full at time of sale by cash, a cashier's 
check drawn by a state or national 
bank, a check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, savings association, or 
savings bank specified in section 5102 
of the Financial Code and authorized 
to do business in this state). At: At 
the Marshall St. entrance to the Hall 
of Justice and Records, 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA, all right, 
title and interest conveyed to and now 
held by it under said Deed of Trust in 
the property situated in said County, 
and state, and as more fully described 
in the above referenced Deed of Trust. 
The street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported to be: 
1175 Cypress Street, East Palo Alto, 
CA 94303 . The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incor-
rectness of the street address and 
other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be made 
in an "AS IS" condition, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured 
by said Deed of Trust, with interest 
thereon, as provided in said note(s), 
advances, if any, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, estimated fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee and of the 
trusts created by said Deed of Trust, to 
wit: $606,357.49 (Estimated) Accrued 
interest and additional advances, if 
any, will increase this figure prior to 
sale. It is possible that at the time 
of sale the opening bid may be less 
than the total indebtedness due. The 
Declaration pursuant to California Civil 
Code, Section 2923.5(b) is attached 
hereto as Exhibit A. Date: 12/10/2008 
Old Republic Default Management 
Services, a Division of Old Republic 
National Title Insurance Company, as 
Trustee 600 City Parkway West, Suite 
610, Orange, CA 92868-2915 (866) 
263-5802 For Sale Information Contact: 
Priority Posting and Publishing (714) 
573-1965 Esther Valenzuela, Assistant 
Vice President EXHIBIT A TO NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEE SALE Trustee Sale No. 
08-14548 Loan No. 2000165038 
APN063-038-383-32 DECLARATION OF 
LENDER, TRUSTEE OR AUTHORIZED 
AGENT UNDER CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE 
SECTION 2923.5 (C) The undersigned 
is the lender, beneficiary, or its autho-
rized agent under the Deed of Trust 
of Mortgage that is the subject of the 
Notice of Sale to which this Declaration 
is attached and made a part. In compli-
ance with the requirements of California 
Civil Code section 2923.5(c), the 
undersigned does hereby declare as 
follows: (strike out or delete the option 
that is not applicable) 1. The borrower 
under said Deed of Trust or Mortgage 
has been contacted in order to assess 
the borrower's financial situation and 
to explore options for the borrower to 
avoid foreclosure. Or, 05/02/08 again 
5/07/08 A3P 2. No contact has been 
made with the borrower. The following 
list enumerates the efforts that were 
made in order to make such contact 
with the borrower: (continue on attach-
ment, if more space is needed). Date: 
11/19/08 BY: Shari Landram (name 
of person signing and their corporate 
title) Shari Landram Default Coordinator 
P507387 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/2008
(Published in the Almanac 12/17, 24, 
31, 2008)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: Gerald Allen Wright, 
Amended. Case# 118334 To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors and persons who may other-
wise be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of Gerald Allen Wright. A 
PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed 
by: Kimberly Johnson in the Superior 
Court of California, County of SAN 
MATEO. THE PETITION FOR PROBATE 
requests that Kimberly Johnson be 
appointed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the dece-
dent. THE PETITION requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow the person-

al representative to take many actions 
without obtaining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative 
will be required to give notice to inter-
ested persons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent administra-
tion authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority. A HEARING on the petition 
will be held on January 6, 2009 at 
9am, Dept. 14 of the Superior Court 
of California, San Mateo, 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA 94063. IF 
YOU OBJECT to the granting of the peti-
tion, you should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file written 
objections with the court before the 
hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. IF YOU ARE 
A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of 
the deceased, you must file your claim 
with the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appointed by 
the court within four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters as pro-
vided in section 9100 of the California 
Probate Code. The time for filing claims 
will not expire before four months 
from the hearing date noticed above. 
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the 
court. If you are a person interested in 
the estate, you may file with the court 
a Request for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inventory 
and appraisal of estate assets or of 
any petition or account as provided in 
Probate Code section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is available 
from the court clerk. Attorney for 
Petitioner: /s/ David H. Duff, 034502, 
260 Sheridan Ave., #200, Palo Alto, 
CA 94306 (The Almanac 12/17, 24, 
31, 2008)
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general 
public of the following actions under 
the Environmental Review Process. 
Review of the documents concerning 
these projects can be arranged by call-
ing (415) 558-6378 and asking for the 
staff person indicated.

PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF HEARING ON DRAFT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR 
THE FOLLOWING

2005.0164E – The Bay Division 
Pipeline (BDPL) Reliability Upgrade 
Project. The project would be construct-
ed as a 21-mile pipeline, parallel to, and 
within the existing right-of-way (ROW) of 
BDPL Nos. 1 and 2, which originate at 
the Irvington Tunnel Portal in Fremont, 
pass through the cities of Fremont 
and Newark in Alameda County, cross 
the Bay at the Dumbarton Strait, and 
continue through the cities of East Palo 
Alto, Redwood City, Menlo Park, and 
unincorporated areas of San Mateo 
County. The project (also referred to as 

"BDPL No. 5") would include a seven-
mile "reach" (or sub-segment) in the 
East Bay that begins approximately 100 
feet east of Mission Boulevard, near the 
Irvington Tunnel Portal, and continues 
westward through the cities of Fremont 
and Newark to the Newark Valve Lot. A 
proposed five-mile tunnel would extend 
from the Newark Valve Lot to the 
Ravenswood Valve Lot in Menlo Park, 
crossing beneath the Bay and adjacent 
marshlands. From the Ravenswood 
Valve Lot, BDPL No. 5 would extend 
nine miles westward to the Pulgas 
Tunnel Portal in unincorporated San 
Mateo County. The project would also 
include: new facilities at six existing 
valve lot locations, including new con-
crete valve vaults and control buildings 
that house electrical control panels, 
isolation valves, mechanical equipment, 
and cross-connections between BDPL 
No. 5 and the existing BDPL Nos. 1 
and 2; new flow-metering vaults at 
Driscoll Road in Fremont and Hassler 
Road in Redwood City; and a new 
fiber optic cable installed on existing 
towers between PG&E's Ravenswood 
Substation in Menlo Park and its Ames 
Substation in Mountain View.
Notice is hereby given to the general 
public as follows:

1)A Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) has been prepared by the 
Planning Department in connection with 
this project. A copy of the report is 
available for public review and comment 
at the Planning Department offices at 
1660 Mission Street, 1st Floor Planning 
Information Counter. The DEIR can also 
be viewed on-line at www.sfplanning.
org/mea. Referenced materials are 
available for review by appointment 
at the Planning Department's office at 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400 (call 
415-575-9035 to schedule an appoint-
ment).

2) This DEIR tiers from the Program 
EIR (PEIR) prepared for the SFPUC’s 
Water System Improvement Program 
(WSIP), State Clearinghouse No. 
2005092026, available for review at 
the San Francisco Planning Department, 
1650 Mission Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94103 and online at www.sfplan-
ning.org/mea. The proposed project is 
a component of the SFPUC’s WSIP. As 
a component of the WSIP, it contributes 
to the impacts that the WSIP, as a pro-
gram, may have on the environment. 

The DEIR identified that significant 
impacts may occur to aesthetics, air 
quality, biological resources, cultural 
resources, geology and soils, hazards 
and hazardous materials, hydrology 
and water quality, land use, noise, 
recreation, transportation and traffic, 
and utilities and service systems. Most 
impacts would be reduced to less-than-
significant levels; however, significant 
impacts that may not be avoided 
either through the SFPUC's Standard 
Construction Measures and/or feasible 
mitigation measures were identified for 
four resource areas, including aesthet-

ics, cultural resources, land use, and 
noise. The analysis determined that 
the project could have a cumulatively 
considerable contribution to cumulative 
impacts in the areas of aesthetics, air 
quality, biological resources, cultural 
resources, noise, recreation, and traffic 
and transportation when viewed in com-
bination with other past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable future projects.
As stated, the proposed project is 
one of several improvement projects 
that comprise the SFPUC's WSIP. 
Implementation of the WSIP would 
support growth in the SFPUC service 
area, thereby contributing indirectly to 
environmental impacts caused by that 
growth. Because the proposed project 
is part of the WSIP and would contrib-
ute to the WSIP's growth inducement 
impact, the project therefore would con-
tribute to the significant and unavoid-
able program-level impacts associated 
with growth inducement. In addition, the 
proposed project as part of the WSIP, 
could contribute to the following signifi-
cant and unavoidable impacts resulting 
from implementation of the WSIP: 
effects on fishery resources in Crystal 
Springs Reservoir in San Mateo County; 
and effects on stream flow in Alameda 
Creek between the diversion dam and 
the confluence with Calaveras Creek. All 
other impacts resulting from implemen-
tation of the WSIP can be mitigated to a 
less-than-significant level.

3)A public hearing on this DEIR and 
other matters will be held by the 
Planning Commission on Thursday 
January 22, 2009 in Room 400, City 
Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, 
San Francisco, CA 94102, beginning at 
1:30 p.m. or later (call 415-558?6422, 
the week of the hearing for a recorded 
message giving a more specific 
time).–  Other meetings will be held 
on: Wednesday, January 14, 2009, 
Fremont Main Library, Fukaya Room 
A, 2400 Stevenson Blvd., Fremont, 
CA 94538; Tuesday, January 20, 
2009, Belle Haven Community School, 
Cafeteria, 415 Ivy Drive, Menlo Park, 
CA 94025; and Wednesday, January 
21, 2009, Veterans Memorial Senior 
Center, Redwood Room, 1455 Madison 
Ave., Redwood City, CA 94061. Each 
Public Hearing will begin promptly at 
7 p.m. Representatives will be avail-
able to answer questions beginning at 
6:30 p.m.

4) Public comments will be accepted 
from December 23, 2008, until 
February 5, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. Written 
comments should be addressed to Bill 
Wycko, Environmental Review Officer, 
San Francisco Planning Department, 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San 
Francisco, CA 94103 or provided via 
fax to 415-558-6409 or by email to 
timothy.johnston@sfgov.org. Comments 
received at the public hearing and in 
writing will be responded to subse-
quently in a Comments and Responses 
document. (Published in the Almanac 
12/24/2008)
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