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Drive safely
Troy Maxey, 62, cruises down the Willow Road bike lane on his way to the bank. He lives at the Menlo Park 
Veterans Affairs complex and commutes on his motorized wheelchair, decorated with the American flag 
and his family’s name flag.

In these difficult times, Dr. Jean Schellenberg, clinical 
psychologist, can help you personally and professionally to:

5th HOURLY SESSION FREE AFTER 4 PAID SESSIONS

Got Hope?

For an appointment or more information call  
(650) 482-9977.

650-462-6900
www.HomeCareAssistance.com

148 Hawthorne Ave., Palo Alto, CA 94301 

Nine out of ten seniors prefer to 
live at home. That’s why we’re a 
trusted tradition among Menlo-
Atherton families. Our happy 
caregivers bring more than care 
and comfort. We help prevent falls, 
loneliness and other risks of aging. 
Plus, we enable your loved ones 
to continue living independently, 
doing the activities they enjoy. 
Bonded and insured.

“We chose Home Care 
Assistance over other options 

because my Mom deserves
 the very best.”

“The Peninsula’s #1 Choice for In-Home Senior Care.”

Because you want more than 
peace of mind. You want the 
best for your Mom & Dad.

SALE
FLOOR MODEL 

Begins Mon Dec 29 at 10am Thru Jan 24th
Reductions up to 70% on

Furniture and Accessories!

Menlo Park • 850 Santa Cruz Avenue
650.325.4849

Creating Beautiful Rooms Since 1985

This week’s news, features and community events.

For Classified ads, call  854-0858
For all other calls, phone 854-2626
News: Ext. 213
Display advertising: Ext. 233
Fax: 854-0677

■ E-mail news, information and obituaries 
to (no photos please): 
editor@AlmanacNews.com
■ E-mail news photos with captions to: 
AlmanacNews@gmail.com
■ E-mail letters to the editor to: 
letters@AlmanacNews.com

THE ALMANAC (ISSN 1097-3095 and USPS 459370) is 
published every Wednesday by Embarcadero Publishing 
Co., 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025-
4455. Periodicals Postage Paid at Menlo Park, CA and at 
additional mailing offices. Adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation for San Mateo County, the Almanac is delivered 
free to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside. Voluntary subscriptions for $30 per year or $50 per 
2 years are welcome from residents of the above circulation 
area. Subscription rates for businesses and for residents of 
other communities is $50 per year and $80 for two years. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Almanac, P.O. 
Box 7008, Menlo Park, CA 94026-7008. Copyright ©2006 by 
Embarcadero Publishing Co., All rights reserved. Reproduction 
without permission is strictly prohibited.

Also Inside
Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Police Calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14

On the cover
Almanac staff writer Andrea Gemmet 
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FIRST SHOT

  C A L L I N G  O N  T H E  A L M A N AC

Atherton
■  Jerry Carlson is town’s new mayor. Page 7

Menlo Park
■  Green Ribbon panel moves into new phase. 

Page 5
■  Andy Cohen reflects on year as mayor. Page 9

Portola Valley
■  Residents invited to emergency training classes. 

Page 9

Woodside
■  Major planning effort ahead for Woodside. 

Page 5
■  Peter Mason elected mayor. Page 7

Obituaries
■  Arthur Boettcher, a former M-A High School 

football coach, dies Dec. 25 at 87. Page 15

Regional
■  County office helps veterans access services. 

Page 12

People
■  Atherton building inspector volunteers to help 

China quake victims. Page 11

Neighborhoods 2009
■  New edition inside this issue features key 

information on 28 local neighborhoods. 
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

Party Platters
MEAT AND CHEESE PLATTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4 00 per person
Build your own Sandwiches. Includes Roberts Market Own Roast Beef, Turkey Breast, Sweet Sliced Ham, 
Salami, Sliced Cheddar, Swiss Jack, and Provolone.

SANDWICH CONDIMENT PLATTER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150 per person
An assortment of lettuce, tomato, red onions, sprouts, pickles, mayonnaise and mustard.

BREAD PLATTER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 per person
Assorted sliced breads and rolls person

DOMESTIC CHEESE PLATTER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 25 per person
Sliced or cubed Cheddar, Swiss, Montery Jack, Or Provolone cheese served with crackers.

ARTISAN CHEESE PLATTER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4 50 per person
Assorted domestic and imported cheese from around the world. Includes sliced baguette crackers.

HYE DELIGHTS (ARAM SANDWICHES) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$175 per person
Your choice of roast beef, turkey, ham, or vegetarian beautifully arranged on a Platter. Please order in increments of 12.

SANDWICH PLATTER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Call for quote 
your choice of any sandwich arranged on a platter cut in ¼ or ½.

VEGETABLE PLATTER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 25 per person
Assortment of fresh vegetables with your choice of ranch, blue cheese or peanut dressing.

FRESH SEASONAL FRUIT PLATTER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 50 per person
Assorted seasonal fruit sliced and arranged beautifully on a platter.

SPINACH DIP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30 00 ea.
Roberts Market own special recipe served in A bread bowl with sliced baguette (Serves 15-18 people.)

CHICKEN DRUMMETTES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40 00 ea.
Your choice of teriyaki, buffalo, or B.B.Q. (Serves 15-18 people)

COCKTAIL PRAWN PLATTER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50 00 ea.
Chilled prawns served with cocktail sauce and garnished with fresh lemon. (Serves 15-18 people)

PICNIC BOX LUNCHES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12 50 ea.
Your choice of any $ 6.50 sandwich with cheese a ½ pint of fresh salad (pasta, carrot raisin, cole slaw or potato 
salad) ½ pint of fresh fruitsalad and a cookie.

• Prices subject to change • Minimum order 12 horsd’oeuvres Or 8 people 
• Please call 24 hours in advance to order • Payment may be made by check, VISA, Mastercard or cash

HOT PRICED PER PIECE
Egg Rolls (Chicken) ...................................... $120

Pot stickers .................................................... $120

Black Bean Quesadillas ................................ $120

Grilled Chicken Skewers with peanut sauce . $140

Stuffed Mushrooms ....................................... $140

Crab Stuffed Mushrooms .............................. $200

Mini Quiche ................................................... $110

COLD PRICE PER PIECE
Cherry Tomatoes stuffed with smoked 
Chicken salad ................................................ $110

Deviled Eggs .................................................. $110

Bruchetta .......................................................$100

Shrimp Salad Canapes .................................. $120

Prosciutto & Melon ....................................... $110

Hors D’Oeuvres

GROCERY
On Sale

Wine
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MEAT
Special this week at Roberts

LOBSTER TAILS

SKIRT STEAK

SHRIMP MEAT

CRAB MEAT 

$3298
lb.L

 
$1098 

lb

 
$998 

lb

$3198 
lb

$249

$249

$219

$299

65¢

Sale Dates: DEC 31- Jan 1,2,3 www.robertsmarket.com

Holiday Bubbly
Make the season sparkle with some delicious, affordable, sparkling wine.

$179CLOVER FAT FREE COTTAGE CHEESE
Pints- Also Low Fat- Chive- Large Curd 

DELI
3015 Woodside Road, Woodside, • Phone (650) 851-1511 • Fax (650) 529-2772
4420 Alpine Road, Portola Valley, • Phone (650) 851-1711 • Fax (650) 851-2579

CL

OnOnnOnO SSSSSSSSSalallllllalaleeeee

PRODUCE
Fresh

99¢ea

$3.99lb

$1.59lb

Large

FUJI APPLES
Sweet

COMICE PEARS
Fresh

SPRING MIX
Ready To Eat, 16 oz.

BABY PEELED CARROTS

99¢
lb.

O WATER MANDARIN ORANGE 
20oz – Also Berry Peach- Strawberry- Plus California Redeem Value

AMY’S NACHO PARTY SNACKS
6oz- Also Cheese Pizza Snacks

NEWMAN’S ORGANICS SALT + PEPPER PRETZEL ROUNDS 
7oz- Also Salted

NATURE VALLEY VARIETY GRANOLA BARS
8oz-6 pack

MILK BONE LARGE DOG BISCUITS
26oz- Also Small- Medium

CLOVERCLOVER

WWAATTEERR MMAA
Segura Viudas “Aria” Cava, Spain Reg. $10.99 Sale $8.99

Chandon Brut Classic, Blanc de noirs, Rose Reg. $17.99 Sale $13.99

Nicolas Feuillatte Brut, Champagne Reg. $39.99 Sale $29.99

Veuve Clicquot Brut, Champagne Reg. $45.99 Sale $39.99

2005 Philip Togni Cabernet Sauvignon, Napa Valley
Perfect with Prime Rib!!!

Reg. $89.99    Sale $69.99

VVeeuuvve Clicquq

2200

Crab Stuffed Mushrooms ...........................
Mini Quiche ................................................

Make the seasoon sparkle

ssididididee RoRoaddad WoWoWoododoooo sis deed •• PhPhPhonononee (6(66505050))) 8558 111 15151111 ••• FFFaxaxx (((6566566 0)0) 55292929 22777777222

Happy New Yerars



Extra! Extra!
Top stories of 2008
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

From the specter of speeding 
trains to the heartbreak of 
disappearing cash, 2008 

has been a difficult year for many 
Midpeninsulans. Called upon to 
select the top news stories of the 
year, the newsroom staff chose 
the stories that kept reporters’ 
notebooks filled and dominated 
the chatter on The Almanac’s 
Town Square forum.
 The top stories aren’t all bad 
news. On the bright side, Portola 
Valley celebrated the completion 
of its fabulous new Town Cen-
ter, funded largely by residents’ 
donations. 
 On the not-so-bright side, local 
schools saw piles of cash evapo-
rate, victims of declining home 
values, bad county investments 
and a clerical error. The state’s 
high-speed rail initiative is divid-
ing the communities of Atherton 
and Menlo Park, figuratively and 
possibly literally, and Woodside 
admitted that parts of town are 
wildfire hazards, while Portola 
Valley fought the designation for 
its own neighborhoods. 

Schools lose cash
 Public school budgets took one 

hit after another this year.
 Billionaire Larry Ellison suc-
cessfully argued that his elaborate 
Woodside estate, a re-creation of 
a feudal Japanese estate, has 
limited market appeal due to its 
“structural over-improvements” 
and excessive landscaping. Its 
devaluation for tax purposes 
from $173 million to a mere 
$70 million resulted in a nearly 
$300,000 hit to the Portola Val-
ley School District in 2008, and 
a $62,000 loss to the Sequoia 
Union High School District.
 Then, over the summer, a 
clerical error by a county staff 
member triggered a court judg-
ment awarding $20 million in 
back property taxes to biotech 
behemoth Genentech. The South 
San Francisco-based company 
routinely challenges its property 
tax assessments, and it won more 
than a dozen of them by default, 
which could cost the county’s 
public schools $8 million. 
 Adding insult to injury, the 
county investment pool bought 
Lehman Brothers debt instru-
ments, and lost a total of $155 
million when the venerable 
investment bank went bankrupt 
in September. School district 
officials, obligated by the state 
education code to hand the dis-

tricts’ bond money over to the 
county treasurer’s investment 
pool for safekeeping, gnashed 
their teeth as more precious 
funds disappeared. It was an 
especially tough blow for the 
Menlo Park City School District, 
which had just dumped the pro-
ceeds from a school construction 
bond into the county pool, and 
lost nearly $4 million.
 Stretching scarce dollars is 
going to be even more important 

in the new year, as the state’s bud-
get crisis will doubtlessly slash 
education funding even further.

Not all onboard 
 If you want to start an online 
shouting match, just mention 
Proposition 1A, the multi-bil-
lion-dollar bond measure to 
build a high-speed rail line con-
necting San Francisco to Los 
Angeles. There just doesn’t seem 
to be a middle ground on this 

hot-button issue.
 Statewide, the measure passed 
easily, but locally, not everyone is 
onboard with the idea. The cho-
sen route will send trains rocket-
ing through the Peninsula along 
the Caltrain corridor, which will 
have to be widened to accommo-
date extra tracks. City councils 
in Atherton and Menlo Park are 
opposed to the plan, and joined 

 M E N L O  P A R K  |  A T H E R T O N  |  W O O D S I D E  |  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y
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During 2008, the town of Portola Valley celebrated the completion of its new “green” Town Center complex, 
funded largely by residents’ donations. In this picture, the library is on the left and the community hall in back.

See TOP STORIES, page 8

Major planning effort
ahead for Woodside 
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

To every thing there is a 
season, it is said. Woodside, 
in 2009, will be a season to 

talk of planning. 
 Sometime after mid-January, 
the town will be seeking 20 to 25 
residents willing to meet once a 
week for at least 27 weeks to talk in 
detail about changes to Woodside’s 
general plan — the document that 
sets long-term policies and priori-
ties for land development. 
 A daunting task, perhaps. 
Woodside’s current general plan 
has seven chapters over some 
200 pages and dates from 1988, 
though it has been revised in 
places over the years. Among the 
topics covered: roads, trails and 
paths; conservation; land use; 
safety; noise; and open space. 
 The Town Council, after an 
hour’s discussion at a Dec. 9 
meeting, gave the go-ahead to 

Town Manager Susan George to 
refine a draft proposal on how to 
assemble the “task force” and go 
about updating the plan. Interim 
Town Planner Irwin Kaplan pre-
pared the draft. 
 Sixty percent to 90 percent of 
the plan may need changing, Mr. 
Kaplan said. An update would 
incorporate new technologies and 
laws that have come on the scene 
since the last major revision, Ms. 
George added. 
 “Although the general plan 
is required by law, we are really 
doing it for ourselves,” Mr. Kaplan 
wrote in his report. “As such ... 
there is really only one question 
the community needs to answer 
for itself, which is, ‘What sort of 
community do we wish to leave to 
our grandchildren’”? 
 A possible process, Mr. Kaplan 
said, might start with the task 

Green Ribbon panel moves into new phase
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Since submitting a detailed list of cli-
mate-related recommendations to the 
City Council a year ago, the Menlo Park 

Green Ribbon Citizens’ Committee (GRCC) 
has set out in a new direc-
tion, according to Mitch 
Slomiak, who co-chairs 
the committee with Carol 
McClelland. 
 While the group origi-
nally saw itself in the role 
of a policy advocate, it is 
now focused on reaching out to a variety of 
community organizations and helping them 
take action to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, Mr. Slomiak said in an interview.
 “As we put together our recommendations 
(to the council), we realized that we could 
play a key role in the city to do outreach and 
start initiatives in all sectors of the commu-
nity,” Mr. Slomiak said. “We couldn’t ask the 

city government to do it all.”
 Menlo Park Mayor Heyward Robinson sees 
the group as an essential player in the city’s 
efforts to reduce its carbon footprint. He said 
that he hopes it will take recommendations 
in the city’s forthcoming climate action plan 
and spread them through the community.

 “The GRCC will help us to 
implement the plan,” Mr. 
Robinson said. “We need to 
go out and sell it — to reach 
out to the business com-
munity, residential groups, 
whoever, to get people on 
board.”

 The group plans to channel its efforts 
through five distinct community groups: 
schools, businesses, faith-based groups, 
building professionals, and neighborhood 
organizations. It hopes to recruit new volun-
teers to work on conceptual issues, such as 
waste reduction, energy and water use.

The group is now focusing 
more on outreach than 
advocacy, co-chair says.

See WOODSIDE, page 8
See GREEN RIBBON, page 8
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ALBERTO
ONCE HELD BACK 
BY WEIGHT 
CURRENTLY: 
DIVES RIGHT IN

Lucile Packard
Children’s Hospital

AT STANFORD

© 2007 Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
At 13 years old, Alberto was one of more than 2 million overweight kids in this country. 
The good news is, he chose to do something about it.

Since he enrolled in the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program last year, Alberto has 
lost over 30 pounds and is now an active and healthy kid. Rather than focus solely on 
calorie intake and weight loss, our program helps families maintain lifelong healthy eating 
and exercise habits. In fact, Alberto’s mom was so inspired, she lost 12 pounds herself.

Alberto is still headed toward his weight goals. The way we see it, his loss is truly 
his gain. To find out more about the Packard Pediatric Weight Control 
Program call 650 -725 - 4424 or visit pediatricweightcontrol.lpch.org.

1877_LPCH_Alberto_PAWeekly.indd   1 7/24/07   11:26:05 AM
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N E W S

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may e-mail me at gdarke@apr.
com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors. I also offer a freemarket analysis of your property.

Is it time?

Dear Gloria, 
 We have been looking at houses for 
nearly two years and actually made an 
offer on one last spring. We didn’t get it, as 
there were multiple offers and we weren’t 
the highest. We just stopped looking in 
September mainly because there was 
very little on the market to look at and 
secondly, all of the economic bad news was 
such that we don’t feel confident about the 
future. Lastly, with the plunge in the stock 
market we have lost some of the money 
for our down payment. But now it seems 
like prices have come down so much and 
there are quite a few houses on the market. 
Would we be just crazy to buy a house in 
this terrible economy?

John and Martha

Dear John and Martha,
 Here we are, two weeks before 

Christmas and a long time from the tra-
ditional buying season called the spring 
market. And in what some are saying is 

the worst economy in nearly 80 years, 
chugging along only because the gov-
ernment has propped up some major 
financial institutions. And you want to 
buy a house??? Well, good for you! To 
quote the New York Times in an article 
written December 5th by Ron Lieber 
“Five or ten years from now, when the 
financial crisis has ended and housing 
prices are up smartly once more, we 
will look in the rearview mirror and 
realize that we missed a golden age for 
first-time home buyers.” Interest rates 
are down again and there is much excite-
ment in the air over the possibility of the 
fed trying to drive interest rates down to 
4.5%. The supply of houses, and many 
of them good houses and great buys, 
has also greatly increased. So if you still 
have enough for a down payment I think 
it would be a great idea to jump right in. 
And probably be happy that you waited 
until now to do it.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Gloria Darke

50% Off 
Selected Fabrics

650-591-0220
San Carlos

RJ's
Upholstery

and

Slipcovers

A Fabric 
Store

A Better Choice Since 1960
1664 Industrial Road

IS YOUR TAP WATER 
CLOUDY OR 

MILKY WHITE?

Drinking water in Menlo Park and other Peninsula cities 
may appear cloudy or milky-white in color when drawn 
from the tap beginning in early January for a month or 
two.  The Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, which is the City’s regular source of water, 
will be shut down temporarily so that maintenance and 
improvement projects can be carried out.

During the shutdown, the City will receive water from the 
local Alameda County watershed. This local water has 
different characteristics and is fed to the treatment plant 
at a higher-than-normal flow rate.  The increased flow rate 
results in the introduction of very small air bubbles that 
give the water a white, cloudy appearance.

If the water is allowed to stand for few minutes, the cloudi-
ness will dissipate as the air bubbles break apart. There 
are no public health concerns, as water meets all the 
regulatory requirements and is safe to drink.

The Hetch Hetchy Reservoir will again be providing water 
to City customers by the end of February 2009.
 

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 24, 31, 2008.
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

Terms expiring on design and planning commissions

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Woodside Councilman 
Peter Mason will be 
handling the mayor’s 

gavel for the next 12 months at 
Town Council meetings. 
 Mr. Mason was elected mayor 
in a unanimous vote of the 
Town Council on Dec. 9. Elect-
ed vice mayor was Councilman 
Dave Burow, also by a unani-
mous vote. 
 The mayor serves as presi-
dent of the council, a large-
ly ceremonial position that 
includes setting council agen-
das and chairing the meetings. 
He still casts just one vote on 
the council.
 Mr. Mason, 58, is a licensed 
architect with a career of more 

than 30 years and is vice 
president at the Palo Alto 
architectural firm HKS Hill 
Glazier Studio. The company 
specializes in five-star hotels 
and resorts, including the Ritz-
Carlton Half Moon Bay Resort 
and the Four Seasons Hotel in 
East Palo Alto. Mr. Mason also 
designed the remodel of his 
own home, he said. 
 He received a bachelor’s 
degree in architecture from 
Cal Poly, served on the Wood-
side Architecture and Site 
Review Board for nearly four 
years, and helped find an 
architect for the renovation of 
Folger Stable.
 Mr. Mason is married to Vir-
ginia Dare, who chairs the Open 
Space Committee. The couple 
has one child. A

 You may not get a seat this 
time, but if you’re a resident 
of Portola Valley and inter-
ested in reviewing and passing 
judgment on the designs of 
new and remodeled homes in 
town, you may want to know 
that the Town Council will be 
interviewing candidates for the 
Architectural & Site Control 
Commission (ASCC). 
 Four-year terms are expir-
ing in January for three of the 

five ASCC commissioners. The 
ASCC meets on the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month, 
usually at 8 p.m. in the Historic 
Schoolhouse. 
 Three terms also expire on the 
five-member Planning Commis-
sion, which deals with zoning 
issues and approves conditional 
use permits and variances. The 
Planning Commission meets on 
the first and third Wednesdays 
of the month at 8 p.m. 

 The commissioners cur-
rently holding these six seats 
are likely to seek reappoint-
ment, Planning Manager Leslie 
Lambert said, adding that the 
council would likely schedule 
interviews, if needed, for its 
Jan. 28 meeting. 
 To apply, call Ms. Lambert 
at 851-1700, ext. 212, or send 
her e-mail at llambert@por-
tolavalley.net. The application 
deadline is Friday, Jan. 16. 

Photo courtesy of Virginia Dare

Peter Mason is a licensed 
architect with the firm of HKS Hill 
Glazier Studio in Palo Alto.

Peter Mason elected mayor of Woodside

Jerry Carlson picked as mayor of Atherton
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Councilman Jerry Carlson 
was unanimously select-
ed to serve as Atherton’s 

mayor in 2009. The Atherton 
City Council voted 5-0 at its Dec. 
17 meeting to offer the mayoral 
gavel to Mr. Carlson, the 2008 
vice mayor. 
 Councilwoman Kathy McK-
eithen, who was re-elected 
to a third term in November, 
was chosen as the 2009 vice 
mayor. At the same meeting, 
new council member Elizabeth 
Lewis was sworn in, taking the 
seat of Jim Janz.
 Mr. Carlson was appointed 
to the council in January 
2005 to fill the remainder of 
the late Bill Conwell’s term, 
and then he was elected to the 
seat in 2006.

 Mr. Janz, the outgoing may-
or, received praise and proc-
lamations 
for his 20 
years of 
volunteer 
service to 
the town 
as a mem-
ber of the 
Pla nni ng 
Commis-
sion and 
then the 
c o u n c i l . 
Mr. Janz 
served as mayor twice during his 
two terms on the City Council, 
and was Atherton’s point person 
on train issues. 
 A representative from state 
Assemblyman Ira Ruskin’s 
office presented a lengthy proc-
lamation from Mr. Ruskin 

and state Sen. Joe Simitian. 
Jack Ringham, a member of 
the Atherton Rail Committee, 
offered a tribute in verse that 
borrowed freely from “’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas.”
 Councilman Charles Marsa-
la, acknowledging Mr. Janz’s 
efforts to restore weekday train 
service to the town, presented 
him with a miniature Atherton 
train station and model Baby 
Bullet train that he could make 
stop at the station as often as 
he liked.
 Former Councilman Alan 
Carlson, who gave up his seat 
when he moved out of Atherton 
last year, praised Mr. Janz for 
always staying calm and cool.
 “You are one of the most 
decent human beings I’ve ever 
had the pleasure of knowing,” 
Mr. Carlson said. A

Jerry Carlson

Be sure to 

SHOP LOCAL
this holiday season

Thanks.
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Top stories of 2008

a lawsuit challenging the project 
over environmental concerns. 
They were the only two cities in 
the state to do so.
 But while elected officials see 
trouble ahead, those who favor 
high-speed rail accuse opponents 
of being head-in-the-sand NIM-
BYs, heedless of the overall envi-
ronmental benefit of the massive 
mass transit initiative, an allega-
tion to which they strenuously 
object. High-speed rail will cause 
the loss of private property and 
heritage trees along the tracks, 
and add to noise pollution, oppo-
nents say. They add that the plan 
is fiscally foolhardy.
 “The project has been approved 
by the voters without regulatory 
controls, budget or legitimate 
business plan,” says Menlo Park 
resident Martin Engel, an out-
spoken opponent of the project. 
“It promises to be, in my mind, 
a calamity of as yet unrealized 
dimension.”

Greenest town hall?
 For the past couple of years, Por-
tola Valley officials and residents 
have labored mightily to build a 
new Town Center, and this Sep-
tember they celebrated the project’s 
completion. After an earthquake 

fault trace was discovered in 2002 
under some of the buildings, town 
officials had to figure out how to 
rebuild on safer ground. 
 The result was somewhat akin 
to a modern-day barn-raising, 
with residents pitching in to 
donate $17 million, attend work-
shops to rough out the design, 
and deciding to restore a long-
buried portion of Sausal Creek 
running through the property. 
 Living up to the town’s pio-
neering standards of environ-
mentalism, old structures were 
dismantled and building mate-
rials salvaged, rather than being 
sent to the landfill. 
 With its many sustainable, 
energy-efficient and environ-
mentally sound features, the 
new three-building complex — a 
library, Town Hall and com-
munity hall — may earn a 
platinum-level award, the high-
est recognition given by the U.S. 
Green Building Council. 
 Down the road in Atherton, 
town officials have been close-
ly monitoring Portola Valley’s 
progress as they embark on their 
own campaign to construct a 
new building for administrative 
offices and the Atherton Police 
Department.

Fire hazards
 A sense of rejection may have 
nagged at Woodside Fire Pro-

tection District Fire Marshal 
Denise Enea at times in 2008 as 
she proposed that certain neigh-
borhoods in the fire district be 
designated as wildfire risks. 
  In April, the Portola Val-
ley Town Council unanimously 
rejected a map prepared by Ms. 
Enea that would have declared 
parts of several neighborhoods — 
Woodside Highlands, Westridge, 
Alpine Hills and Portola Valley 
Ranch — at “very high” risk. 
 The potential impact on fire 
insurance drove the council’s deci-
sion to tell the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire Protec-
tion to stay with an old map that 
showed no such risks in town. 

 Cal Fire recently released a 
map showing only Woodside 
Highlands as a “very high” risk 
area. Fire insurers have told The 
Almanac that they have their own 
vegetation maps for setting rates. 
 Ms. Enea’s markups were 
based on water supply, acces-
sibility for firefighting vehicles, 
and topography. Her map took a 
slightly tougher view than a map 
prepared by a consultant hired 
by the town. 
 Her analysis of Woodside 
received a receptive hearing in 
June, when the Town Council 
approved designations of “very 
high” risk for the Emerald Hills 
neighborhood and areas west of 

Kings Mountain Road and along 
and around Old La Honda Road. 
 However, when she came back 
in September to request extend-
ing that designation to include 
Woodside Glens, Greer Road east 
of Huddart Park, Moore Road 
and a few other areas, the Wood-
side council said no. 
 The council did ask staff for 
recommendations that could 
expand the number of parcels 
that would fall under a building 
code requiring the use of fire-
inhibiting materials and land-
scaping for new homes.   A

— Almanac reporter Dave Boyce 
contributed to this report.

Photo by Danielle Vernon/The Almanac

A firefighter at a Glenwood Avenue house in Woodside that was seriously damaged by fire Nov. 26.

TOP STORIES 
continued from page 5

 The group’s education and 
implementation efforts go hand-
in-hand, according to Mr. Slo-
miak. For instance, he views the 
group’s plan to help schools con-
serve energy and reduce waste 
as an education opportunity, 
enabling teachers to use those 
efforts as a jumping-off point 
for broader conversations with 
students about sustainability.
 Bob Barrett, who heads up 
the GRCC’s school-outreach 
program, said the group was in 
the preliminary stages in that 
sector: contacting schools to see 
what measures they have already 
been taking to promote sustain-
ability, and finding out whether 
they would be interested in 
working with the committee. 
The representatives he’s talked 
to so far have been receptive to 
the idea, Mr. Barrett said, noting 
that many schools already have 
“green” programs in place.
 Mr. Barrett emphasized that 
schools can save money on 
the use of electricity, fuels and 
paper supplies in the process of 
reducing their carbon footprint. 

Eventually, he said, he hopes to 
establish a framework for faculty 
and administrators to share best 
practice ideas with their peers, 
whether through an online net-
work or in conferences.
 Mr. Slomiak emphasized the 
importance of selling the idea 
that sustainable methods can 
be cost-effective, as well. He said 
that Kepler’s bookstore — Mr. 
Slomiak is the company’s chief 
financial officer — recently 
retrofitted its lighting system, 
saving an average of $1,000 per 
month in electricity bills over 
the past year and a half. 
 The group’s efforts are limited 
only by volunteer participation, 

Mr. Slomiak said. He said that 
the organization had room for 
people with a wide range of 
skills, including research, writ-
ing and Web design.
 “Every level of the citizenry 
and local government has a role 
to play” in combating climate 
change, he said. “No matter how 
great the Obama administra-
tion or the state of California 
is, government efforts won’t be 
enough. We’re hoping that oth-
ers learn from us.”
 A newsletter the committee 
recently released, detailing its efforts 
thus far, is available on its Web site: 
www.greenmenlopark.org.   A

force preparing a draft general 
plan, section by section, over 
many weeks. The council would 
then get a look at it before passing 
it to the Planning Commission 
for a public hearing. Finally, the 
council would get it back again for 
another public hearing. 
 There were more suggestions: 
To properly kick it off and raise 
community awareness, it might be 
good to have a weekend workshop, 
Mayor Peter Mason said. 
 A joint meeting with the 
council might follow that, Ms. 
George added. 
 In a town of woodsy paths and 
narrow winding roads, equestri-
ans, motorists and cyclists are all 
interested communities. The task 
force should represent every con-
stituency, Councilwoman Debo-
rah Gordon said. 
 Mr. Mason wondered whether 
the council should review each 
section as the task force finishes 
with it. Mr. Kaplan welcomed the 
sentiment, but recommended “an 
open and free-wheeling process.” 
 Councilman Ron Romines 
asked about who would propose 
revisions. The meetings should 
be run by a facilitator skilled at 

involving people and keeping 
things on track, Mr. Kaplan said. 
“That’s not an easy task to do. It 
can be done,” he added. 
 Anne Kasten, a member of the 
Architecture and Site Review 
Board and the only member of 
the public to speak on the mat-
ter at the Dec. 9 meeting, noted 
the importance of keeping the 
process transparent and the resi-
dents informed. 
 And it should somehow involve 
the businesses. The town once 
had a barbershop, a bookstore, a 
clothing store and a pharmacy. No 
more. Ms. Kasten wondered how 
to get new businesses involved, 
particularly those offices that tend 
to have the blinds drawn. 
 “Our commercial district isn’t 
anymore,” she said. “How do we 
persuade this part of the commu-
nity to talk to us. We’ve become 
VC (venture capital) central.” 
 High rents drove the traditional 
businesses away, Councilwoman 
Carroll Ann Hodges said. And the 
downtown offices tend to be older 
than the town’s incorporation and 
thus not governed by conditional 
use permits, Ms. George added. 
 For more information and to 
read Mr. Kaplan’s proposal, go 
to tinyurl.com/WS-plan and 
turn to page 23.   A

Forum on transit and development
 The Forum at Redwood City 
will host a presentation Thurs-
day, Jan. 8, on the city of 
Portland’s efforts to stimulate 
development by installing pub-
lic transit.
 Former Oregon state assem-
blyman Rick Gustafson will 
speak about Portland’s streetcar 
line, which opened in 2001, and 
the lessons that can be applied to 
local communities. The street-

car has been a significant factor 
in the “turnaround” of Port-
land’s city center, according to a 
press release.
 The presentation will run 
from 6 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. at the 
Fox Theatre at 2009 Broadway 
Street, off Middlefield Road. 
The presentation will cost $10 
at the door; credit cards aren’t 
accepted. No one under 21 years 
old will be admitted.

WOODSIDE
continued from page 5

GREEN RIBBON 
continued from page 5
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Published in THE ALMANAC on 
December 24, 31, 2008 and January 7, 14 2009.

BICYCLE COMMITTEE
Meets third Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises and recommends to the Town 
Council on the policies for planning, developing, 
maintaining, and usage of Town's bikeways system.

CONSERVATION AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, 
Planning Commission, and staff on conservation, open 
space, noise, public services and facilities as pertaining 
to the elements of the Town's General Plan.

LIVESTOCK AND ANIMAL CONTROL 
COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Wednesday of each month; 5:30 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises the Planning Director on applications 
for commercial stable permits, dog kennel permits, and 
exception requests to the private stable regulations.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Thursday of each month, 5:00 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, 
Planning Commission and staff in implementing the 
policies and goals of the Open Space and Conservation 
elements of the General Plan, specifi cally with respect to 
acquisition and maintenance of conservation easements 
and open space preservation.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Meets on call of Chair; appointed for two year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff on 
issues of community public safety, including police and 
fi re services provided within the Town.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Meets fi rst Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed 
for three year term.

The Committee guides the activities of the community 
recreation programs.

TRAILS COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 3:00 p.m.; 
appointed for two year term.

The Committee reviews land divisions, subdivisions and 
conditional use permits for locations for equestrian, pedestrian 
and bicycle trails and makes recommendations to the staff 
and to the Planning Commission.

WOODSIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE
Meets fi rst Thursday of each month, 9:30 a.m.; appointed 
for two year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff regarding 
actions, policies and plans relating to historic preservation.

Committees are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory 
capacity to the Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and applications 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon and 1 – 5:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, or telephone (650) 851-6790, or 
through the Town's web site at www.woodsidetown.org. Deadline 
for applications is Friday, January 16, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
INVITES APPLICATIONS

FOR COMMITTEES

Residents invited to emergency training classes
 Portola Valley’s Emergency 
Preparedness Committee is 
inviting residents to learn 
how to respond to an emer-
gency such as an earthquake, 
wildfire or terrorist attack. 
 A series of six free Com-
munity Emergency Response 
Training (CERT) classes on 
Tuesday evenings begins Jan. 
13, with a final class on Sat-
urday, Feb. 28, for hands-on 
training and exercises. Pre-

registration is required. 
 Evening classes are from 
6:30 to 9 p.m. and take place 
at Woodside Fire Protection 
District station 19 at 4091 
Jefferson Ave. in the Wood-
side Glens neighborhood. 
The Feb. 28 class happens at 
the main fire station at 3111 
Woodside Road. 
 Among the topics: emergency 
medical operations, search-
and-rescue, disaster psychology, 

and dealing with terrorism on a 
neighborhood level. 
 To register for CERT classes, 
call Pamela Van Horn at 
851-1594 or write to her at 
pvanhorn@woodsidefire.org. 
 To register by mail, send 
your name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address 
to CERT class, Woodside 
Fire Protection District, 3111 
Woodside Road, Woodside, 
CA 94062. 

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Andy Cohen reflects on year as mayor
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

It’s been a month since Heyward Robinson took 
over for Andy Cohen as Menlo Park’s mayor, 
but Mr. Cohen hasn’t found himself longing 

for the gavel.
 “It’s a great relief,” Mr. Cohen said of moving 
from the center of the dais to the edge. “I miss 
being in charge, but there are advantages of not 
being in charge. I can focus on what I want to work 
on much more,” instead of facilitating.
 Mr. Cohen said he has been encouraged by what 
he’s seen from Mr. Robinson in the first two meet-
ings the new mayor has presided over. Mr. Robinson’s 
approach is making Mr. Cohen reconsider his long-
stated opposition to “micromanaging,” he said.
 “I used to find fault with [Mr. Robinson] for 
talking too much,” Mr. Cohen said. “But now I’m 
starting to think that I should talk more, not that 
he should talk less.” Mr. Cohen attributed his dis-
dain for verbosity to his impatience with lawyers 
during his days as a judge. “I hate bull----,” he said 
in an interview.
 Before he handed the reins to Mr. Robinson during 
the City Council reorganization meeting on Tues-
day, Dec. 2, Mr. Cohen reflected on his year as mayor 
in a wide-ranging speech in which he poked fun at 
Sarah Palin and quoted Bob Dylan. (The mayor’s 
title rotates annually among council members.)

 Among his accomplishments as mayor, Mr. 
Cohen listed the initiative he took in establish-
ing a finance audit committee; in strengthening 
communication between the council, commis-
sions and city staff; and in launching a speaker 
series. He maintained that he had pushed for open 
government, and that he had helped streamline 
council meetings.
 Mr. Cohen praised the current council for its 
dedication to public service, saying that “hidden 
agendas will be nonexistent.” He contrasted the 
council’s motives with those of Clint Eastwood 
during the actor’s brief stint as mayor of Carmel, 
maintaining that Mr. Eastwood had mounted a 
last-minute campaign in order to get approval for 
a development project he had proposed.
 He recalled the 2004 election, saying that voters 
had chosen advocates of quality of life (in electing 
Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson and him) over 
pro-development forces. “In this year’s election, 
they have re-affirmed that support,” he said. (Mr. 
Cohen and Ms. Fergusson both won re-election in 
November.)
 Mr. Robinson read a proclamation in honor of 
Mr. Cohen at the meeting, and gave him a present 
on behalf of the city.
 “Candy?” Mr. Cohen asked. “Oh, another gav-
el,” he said after opening the box, a smile breaking 
across his face.  A

Andy Cohen accepts 
a plaque from Heyward 

Robinson on behalf of 
the city of Menlo Park at 

the Dec. 2 City Council 
reorganization meeting, 

during which Mr. 
Robinson took over for 

Mr. Cohen as mayor.
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Follow me to Kepler’s. It’s our bookstore.

For the fi rst time ever, Kepler’s will be open on New Year’s 
Day from noon until 5:00 pm. Come celebrate with us as we 

pour champagne and orange juice all afternoon.  

On January 1st only, treat yourself to great books and gifts

25% OFF   EVERYTHING

30% OFF   Art & Gift Books

30% OFF    Christmas and Hanukkah 
Books & Toys

50% OFF    2009 Calendars, Holiday 
Wrap & Boxed Cards and 
selected Gifts

* Excludes website, email and special orders, reserved books, lay-aways, gift cards, and news-
papers/magazines. With these generous discounts, we must suspend Literary Circle Reward 
tracking for the day.

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park • 650-324-4321  •  Keplers.com 

Follow me to Kepler’s. It’s our bookstore.

HOPEFUL NEW YEAR SALE & CELEBRATION

The Audacity of Hope                      
Barack Obama

The White Tiger
Aravind Adiga

The Host
Stephenie Meyer

Paper Towns
John Green

Travel memories
When touring Ireland in 2007, Hillview Middle School students brought along a copy of The Almanac. 
They took this photo at Ring of Kerry in Ireland during their summer trip there. Hillview teacher Sharron 
Thompson and her husband Omer led the group of seventh- and eighth-graders on the trip, which also 
included Wales and England. Pictured are, kneeling from left: Sienna Roat-Shumway, Lindsey Hom 
(holding the Almanac), Daryn Tinsley and Kelly Davis; middle row, Brendan Hale, Jamie Blawie, parent 
Alice Hom, Charlotte Sewell, Kendall Songer, Tennyson Jellins, Clare Rudolph, Sara Orton, Michaela 
Hutter, Omer Thompson and parent Julie Davis; and back row, Kurt Kessler, Sharron Thompson, Adam 
Winkworth, parent Libby Tinsley and Paddy (local bus driver).

Tesla Motors hands keys
to 100th roadster owner 
 Tesla Motors on Dec. 9 named 
Menlo Park businessman Sam 
Perry, known nationally for being 
the man Oprah Winfrey clung 
to during president-elect Barack 
Obama’s victory speech, as the 
company’s 100th Roadster owner. 
 At the Menlo Park store, located 
at 300 El Camino Real, Tesla 
Motors CEO and chairman Elon 
Musk handed Mr. Perry the keys 
to a 2008 radiant red Roadster.
  “You can have something that’s 
sexy and fast and fun, and that’s 
also environmentally responsible,” 
Mr. Musk said of the sports car. 
  The Roadster, launched in early 
2008, costs between $2.50 and 
$5.50 to recharge and can run 
for 244 miles with a full charge, 
company spokeswoman Rachel 
Konrad said. 
  The purchase price of the car is 
$109,000, and there is a waiting list 

of nine months to a year, she said. 
  Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger, San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom and actors George Cloo-
ney and Leonardo DiCaprio are 
among the other owners of the 
Tesla Roadster, she said. 
  Tesla Motors manufactures 
about 15 Roadsters per week and 
hopes to make about 30 per week 
by the spring, according to Ms. 
Konrad. 
  Tesla Motors is a 5-year-old 
company based in San Carlos 
that develops and manufac-
tures all-electric, zero-emission 
vehicles. The company recently 
announced plans to move its 
headquarters to San Jose. 
  The company plans to begin 
manufacturing a four-door, five-
passenger luxury sedan in 2011. 

— Bay City News Service

Be sure to 
SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday 
season

Thanks.
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MP student scores high at WordMasters
 Menlo Park resident Chantal 
Guegler finished among the 
130 highest-scoring high school 
sophomores in this year’s Word-
Masters Challenge, a national 
competition for high school stu-
dents that requires close reading 
and analysis of various styles of 
prose and poetry.

 Chantal, a student at Notre 
Dame High School in Belmont, 
made only two errors. Some 
54,000 students from 47 states 
participated in the competition, 
which asks students to analyze a 
writer’s logic in a manner simi-
lar to various standardized tests, 
according to a press release.

Towns go on holiday hours
 Local towns have scheduled 
the following holiday hours: 
 ■ Atherton: The town’s 
administrative offices and 
branch post office will be closed 
Thursday, Jan. 1, for New Year’s 
Day. The Planning Commis-
sion’s next scheduled meeting 
is Jan. 8, starting at 6 p.m. Call 
752-0500 for information.
 Portola Valley: Town Hall 
has been closed since Dec. 24, 
and won’t reopen until 8:30 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 2. 
 ■ Woodside: Town Hall 
has been closed since Dec. 23, 
and won’t reopen until 8 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 5. 
 ■ Menlo Park: City Hall 

and the police department will 
be closed Thursday and Friday, 
Jan. 1 and 2.
 The Burgess Recreation Cen-
ter and Onetta Harris Com-
munity Center in Menlo Park 
closed for Christmas and New 
Year’s weeks; they will re-open 
Monday, Jan. 5. The Burgess 
Pool will be closed Jan. 1.
 Both the main library in the 
Menlo Park Civic Center and 
the Belle Haven branch library 
will be closed from 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 31 through Jan. 1.
 The Portola Valley Library 
and the Woodside Library close 
at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 31, 
and are closed New Year’s Day.

Atherton inspector volunteers
to help China quake victims
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

Atherton building inspec-
tor Kenneth Huo recently 
traveled to the earth-

quake-ravaged Chinese province 
of Gansu with a five-man team 
of volunteer Bay Area seismic 
safety and building experts. The 
deadly May 2008 quake, centered 
in Sichuan, is blamed for nearly 
70,000 deaths. 
 Mr. Huo, who 
speaks Manda-
rin, is from Tai-
wan, “but it was 
only the second 
time I’ve been to 
China,” he said.
 Mr. Huo led 
the delegation on 
the 10-day trip, 
which included 
building inspec-
tions, seminars with Chinese 
officials and a bit of paintbrush 
diplomacy — bringing artwork 
and school supplies from Penin-
sula school kids to an earthquake-
damaged school in Wenxian, 
according to Mr. Huo. 
 “It was a very moving after-
noon. We arrived at the village 
school and the whole village was 
waiting for us,” he said.
 In Wenxian, six children were 
killed when their school’s brick 
wall collapsed, he said.
 “Earthquakes don’t kill people, 

the collapsed building does,” he 
said. 
 Gansu province, known as 
the gateway to the silk road, is 
home to 55 of China’s 56 ethnic 
groups, and has a wide variety of 
architectural styles, he said. It’s 
about 200 kilometers from the 
epicenter of the quake, but still 
suffered a great deal of damage. 
One entire village was destroyed, 
and it’s being rebuilt in a new 

location, Mr. 
Huo said. 
 Essential emer-
gency services 
were seriously 
hindered by the 
earthquake, he 
said. For two days 
after the quake, 
communications 
systems were 
down, according 
to Mr. Huo.

 “The police department was 
abandoned completely; they had 
to move into tents and stay in the 
central courtyard,” Mr. Huo said.
 The trip was organized by San 
Francisco-based Cross Cultural 
Exchange, and participants vol-
unteered their time and used 
vacation days in order to make 
the trip, Mr. Huo said.
 “In the reconstruction period, 
it’s a good time to bring new 
concepts and ideas,” he said, 
adding that locals “really rolled 
out the red carpet for us.” A

Photo by Kangning Li

Atherton building inspector Kenneth Huo (right) with John Mullins (center), Hillborough’s chief building official, 
and F.L. Kong (left), a San Jose structural engineer. The three were part of a volunteer team of building and 
seismic safety experts who traveled to an earthquake-damaged area in China.

AN EVENING WITH 
KHALED HOSSEINI 

A BENEFIT FOR 
TRUST IN EDUCATION

Featuring a discussion with the
#1 New York Times bestselling author 

of The Kite Runner and  
A Thousand Splendid Suns

January 23, 2009
7:30-9:00 pm (reception at 6:00 pm)
Smithwick Theater at Foothill College 
12345 El Monte Road 
Los Altos, California 94022
Reserved seating: $50
Priority seating and reception: $100 
Includes pre-event reception with Dr. Hosseini from 
6-7 pm. Enjoy Afghan hors d’oeuvres and speak with 
this remarkable author.

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
Please contact Trust in Education for details: 
www.trustineducation.org 
Call (925) 283-8057 • Fax (925) 283-1134 
Or visit Kepler’s Bookstore 
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
(650) 324-4321

Sponsored by:
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Trust in Education (TIE) is a grass roots, 
non-profit organization founded by Budd 
MacKenzie in May 2003 to provide health 
care, education and economic development 
programs in Afghanistan. TIE connects 
American communities and Afghan villages. 
Join in the efforts of TIE to empower  
Afghan communities and experience the 
joy of making a substantial and long lasting 
difference in the lives of thousands. 

‘It was a very moving 
afternoon. We arrived 

at the village school and 
the whole village was 

waiting for us.’
ATHERTON BUILDING INSPECTOR 

KENNETH HUO
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C O M M U N I T Y

WINE & CHEESE   

SOUPS & SALADS   

CHOCOLATE FONDUE   

CHEESE FONDUE   

M-W: 10 am - 9 pm | Thurs-Sat: 10 am - 11 pm  | Sun: 10 am - 3 pm

WINE & C

SOUPS & S

CHOCOLATE FO

CHEESE FO

A COMBINATION OF A tasting ROOM, EUROPEAN 

STYLE CAFÉ, AS WELL AS A specialty MARKET

650.322.WINE
www.GCsTastingCafe.com

657 Oak Grove Ave Menlo Park

Get Help

Call (650) 289-5400 or 
visit www.avenidas.org

� Free reverse mortgage counseling 
� Free health insurance counseling 
� Free tax assistance 
� Free consultation with legal service
� Free information & assistance
� Free 1/2 hour counseling session
� Free loans of  durable medical equipment
� Free support groups
� Free nutrition consultations
� Free health screenings

In these tough times, 
seniors can turn to Avenidas for:

AC T I V E L I V I N G
Making Exercixe a Habit
Q:How can I make exercise a sustainable

habit when I don’t really like doing it?

A: Most people have a difficult time devel-
oping an exercise habit, it does take work.

Developing this healthy living habit takes time, effort and self
commitment.  In the beginning stages, it may be difficult, you
may not see sudden changes in your body or fitness levels. 
You need to stick to your program no matter what. Real change
takes time for all of us.

A common pitfall is to forgo exercise on days when you are
feeling tired or lethargic because you feel you don’t have
enough energy for it, this is not true, being active, getting up 
and out creates energy and a sense of well being. 

Hang in there, once you move past this initial stage you will
learn to have a different relationship with your exercise activity.
Before you know it, you will feel better, it will become the 
norm for you and your new habit will begin to take solid form.
Stick with it!

Q&A

By Jackie Ballinger, Physically Focused
Consultant to Corporations, Medical Practices, Individuals, Families and Public Services

650-851-2705  •  www.physicallyfocused.biz  •  Physicallyfocused@sbcglobal.net 

Q&A

County office helps veterans access services
By Amanda Kim

The San Mateo County Veterans Service 
Office (CVSO) is reaching out to com-
munity members to ask for their help in 

connecting county veterans with services. More 
than 75 percent of San Mateo County veterans 
are 55 years of age and older and many have never 
accessed veterans’ programs or benefits.
 Over the last year, the county veterans service 
office has helped more than 2,000 local veterans 
recapture $778,000 in retroactive payments and 
over $1,200,000 in awards. 
They have also helped 88 
dependents attend college 
through a fee waiver pro-
gram. But there are many 
more veterans and families 
in need of assistance.
 The county veterans office 
— an access point to federal 
and state veterans services as 
well as county-administered social services — con-
nects local veterans with benefits and programs, 
ranging from financial compensation from the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to locally adminis-
tered in-home care. 
 Most new referrals to the office are not veterans 
of Iraq or Afghanistan. Instead, they are aging 
veterans of the Vietnam War or World War II. The 
majority of these are Vietnam veterans who may 
be unaware that they can file claims for post-trau-
matic stress disorder or that an ongoing medical 
condition like diabetes or respiratory cancer can 
be attributed to Agent Orange, a chemical defoli-
ant used extensively during the Vietnam War.
 Elderly World War II veterans are the second 
largest group of service seekers. Many are either 
homebound or in long-term care, entirely unaware 
of the continuum of services available to them. In 
some cases, county veterans services staff will go 
to the facility or the home to ensure that supports 
are in place for both the veteran and family. 
 In addition to serving as navigators, the county 

veterans service staff 
fill a much-needed 
advocacy role. They 
have helped veterans 
find the documentation 
needed to substantiate 

a claim, sometimes involving in-depth research, 
persistence and interactions with various entities 
from the Department of Defense to a local doc-
tor’s office.
 In a recent case, a county veteran service repre-
sentative called a medical provider twice a week 

for six weeks to ensure 
that needed paperwork was 
completed for a 91-year old 
homebound World War II 
Navy veteran. Last month, 
a veteran’s wife contacted 
the county office to request 
burial assistance for her 
hospitalized husband; she 
was provided with case 

management services that led to not only assis-
tance with burial arrangements, but also aid and 
assistance for her husband and a lifelong spousal 
pension for her.
 Veterans of all ages may be eligible for a range 
of services and benefits, compensation, pensions, 
and medical services. They may also receive in-
home care, vocational counseling, home loans and 
college fee waivers for their dependents.
 To learn more about services and benefits, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs offers an online 
benefits screener and information clearinghouse 
at www.va.gov.
 To contact the San Mateo County Veterans Ser-
vice Office, call (650) 802-6598. Appointments are 
available Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-noon and 1 p.m.-5 
p.m., at 260 Harbor Blvd., Bldg A in Belmont. The 
County Veteran Service Officer is stationed at the 
Menlo Park Veterans Affairs Campus, Bldg 323A, 
795 Willow Road in Menlo Park on Mondays and 
at the Peninsula Vet Center, 2946 Broadway Street 
in Redwood City on Wednesdays.

Most new referrals to the office 
are not veterans of Iraq or 

Afghanistan. Instead, they are 
aging veterans of the Vietnam 

War or World War II.

About the author: Amanda 
Kim is public information officer 
for the County of San Mateo 
Human Services Agency.

Photo courtesy of Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula

College bound
Sean Mendy, director of the College Bound program of the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula, 
fields questions from participants during a high school prep conference. The Boys & Girls Clubs are 
beneficiaries of The Almanac’s Holiday Fund. To give to the Holiday Fund, see the coupon on the next 
page or go to TheAlmanacOnline.com.
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■  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
  Provides after-school academic support and enrichment activities 

for 1,000 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses 
in Menlo Park's Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and 
Redwood City, and after-school programs at schools in these 
communities designed to extend the learning day and supple-
ment the school's curriculum.

■  Ecumenical Hunger Program
  Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, special 

children's programs and sometimes financial assistance to families 
in need, regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving 
and Christmas baskets for more than 1,500 households.

■  Family Connections 
  Provides a free parent-participation preschool program that 

includes parent education, parent leadership, preschool and 
pre-kindergarten for 400 people, including children, ages new-
born to 5, at three sites in the Belle Haven neighborhood of 
Menlo Park, East Palo Alto, and the North Fair Oaks neighbor-
hood of Redwood City.

■  Project Read-Menlo Park
  Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area. 

Trained volunteers work one-to-one or in small groups to help 
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effec-
tively at home, at work, and in the community. In 2007-08, a 
total of 120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

■  Ravenswood Family Health Center
  Provides primary medical care, behavioral health services and pre-

ventive health care for all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East 
Palo Alto. It also operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 
22,700 registered patients, most are low-income and uninsured.

■  Second Harvest Food Bank
  The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 

Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of food 
last year. It gathers donations from individuals and businesses 
and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month 
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

■  St. Anthony's Padua Dining Room
  Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and 

friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by con-
tributions from the community, St. Anthony's is the largest soup 
kitchen between San Francisco and San Jose. It offers groceries 
to take home and distributes clothing to families.

■  St. Francis Center (North Fair Oaks)
  Provides services for families in need with the goal of helping 

them to live in dignity and become self-supporting community 
members. Assists 2,400 people each month with such services 
as low-income housing, food and clothing, showers and laundry, 
counseling, community garden, and education.

■  Shelter Network
  Provides short-term shelter and transitional housing services to 

more than 3,700 people and children each year. Offers programs 
for families and individuals to become self-sufficient and return to 
permanent housing.

■  Youth and Family Enrichment Services
  Provides many programs to help people who struggle with sub-

stance abuse, domestic violence, and mental health, relationship 
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families and 
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, educa-
tion, and residential services.

C ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to 
programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers contributed $116,000, and with available 
matching grants, over $150,000 was raised for 10 agencies 
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide numer-
ous other services to those in need. 
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the ex-

tent possible, by generous community corporations, foundations, 
and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law. 
 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally 
among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the Almanac's Holiday Fund will support 
these nonprofit organizations in the community

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2008, unless the donor checks the 
anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  THE HOLIDAY FUND
Enclose this coupon and send to:    The Almanac Holiday Fund 

The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025

By Credit Card: ❏  Visa  or  ❏  MasterCard No.  _______________________________________

 Exp. Date  ________________________________________________________

 Signature  _________________________________________________________

Name of donor ______________________________________________Amount $ ______________

Street address _______________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________State _______________ Zip ____________

❑ I wish to contribute anonymously.      ❑ Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

❑ In honor of:    ❑ In memory of: ___________________________________________________

Rotary Club of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO:   TheAlmanacOnline.com

Giving 
to the 

utions to the Holiday Fund go directly to tent possible, by generous community corporations, foundations,

Holiday FundHoliday Fund
Your gift helps children and others in needAs of Dec. 24, 2008

Anonymous (38 gifts) ....... $17,925
Judy & Doug Adams....................*
Ruth & Art Barker .......................*
Barbara Bessey & Kevin Gilmartin *
Carmen Biland ............................*
Barbara & Bill Binder ..................*
Ann Benson & Iris Harrell ............*
Elizabeth Blair ......................$500
James Brice .........................$150
Meredith Buenning  ...............$100
Heather Buhr ..............................*
Judy & Paul Caletti ................$200
Adele Carney ..............................*
Shirley & Jerry Carlson ...............*
Kirke Comstock Family .........$100
Carol & Ron Clazie ......................*
Catherine & Don Coluzzi .............*
Erika Crowley .............................*
Nancy Davidson ....................$100
Patricia & Bill Dewes ...............$25
Lisa, Brian, Sean & 

Jesse Donnellan .....................*
 Kristin & Ram Duriseti ................*
Candy & Tim Eastham .................*
Barbara & Bob Ells ...............$100
James Esposto ...........................*
Fanning Family ............................*
Nancy & Tom Fiene .....................*
Pat & Dan Finlay .................... $40
Jan Fisher...............................$50
Mary Ford ...................................*
Mary Fuller ...........................$100
Bobbie & Gale Fullerton ........$100
Florine & John Galen ...................*
Penny & Greg Gallo ...............$500
Eleanor Grantier .........................*
Marilyn Green & 

Drew McCalley ..................$100
Catherine Habiger & Richard Ruby *
Sandy & Andy Hall ......................*
Mary & Doug Heller ....................*
Anne Hillman & 

George Comstock..........$1,000
Donna Ito & Jozef Ruck .........$100
Barbara Jacobson ......................*
Sue & Kurt Jaggers.....................*
Esther Judd ................................*
Nita& Clay Judd ..........................*
Andrea Julian ........................$250
Sybille Katz ................................*
Dorothy Kennedy ........................*
Suzi King ....................................*
Susan & Alan Kirtley ...................*
Julia Kringel ................................*
Bill & Jean Lane ..........................*
Diana Laraway ......................$200
Laurel School Aides ....................*
Carol & Hal Louchheim ................*
Lorraine Macchello ...............$100
Donna Mackowski .......................*
Margaret & Jamis MacNiven ........*
Menlo Park Firefighter’s 

Association ..................... $800
Linda & John Montgomery ....$200
Anne Moser ................................*
Stephanie & Jim Nisbet ...............*
Marion & Bob Oster ....................*
Martha & Robert Page ................*
Mr. & Mrs. C. Pausa ....................*

Bettina Pedersen ........................*
Mary Pless ...........................$500
Raydean Randlett..................$200
Lucy Reid-Krensky ................$100
Margo Ritter ...............................*
Michael Roberts ...................$100
Melba & Bill Rogoway ..................*
Joan Rubin .................................*
Helen & Glen Ruffner ..................*
Mary Ann & Marc Saunders .........*
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Schreck .....$250
Arna & Hersh Shefrin ..............$50
Barbara & Robert Simpson .........*
Thelma & John Smith ..................*
Karen Sortino .............................*
Paula Stewart .......................$100
Lina Swisher & Dan Rubin ............*
Helen & Glen Ruffner ..................*
Caroline Tonetti ..........................*
Onnolee Trapp ............................*
Anne Tuttle ...........................$350
Linda & William Wagner ........ $400
Roma & Gary Wagner ..................*
Jeanne Wohlers & Alan Herzig ...$500
Rose Wright ................................*
Julie & Craig Wyreman ................*
Elizabeth Yasek & Michael Fleice .....*
Julie & Joe Zier .....................$100

In honor of
Spangle Associates for Portola 

Valley Town Staff
Lynore Banchoff for Eliza, Natalie 

and Mariah Banchoff Grover
Sherry Chuang for Jason Chuang
Maryann & John Chwalek for 

Adele Chwalek
Adam Creeger for the 

teachers and staff at 
La Entrada Middle School

Kayleen & Fred Miler for Hattie, 
Charlie and Krisitn

Staff of Alexia Moore Wine 
Marketing for Alexia Moore

Shirley & John Reiter for 
Lucas Matthew

In memory of
Kathleen Anderson for William 

Anderson
Anonymous for Bill Land
Anonymous for Frank Waters
John Barbour for Richard Barbour
Carolyn & Colon Gulledge for 

Esther Johnson
Carmen & John Quackenbush for

Larry Wenrick
Jo Ann Rogers for James Rogers
Barbara Seaney for Martin Seaney
Cherise & Barry Thompson for 

Robert Tennant

TOTALS:  As of Dec. 24, 2008, 
a total of 143 donors have 
given $94,380 to the 
Almanac’s Holiday Fund.

* The asterisk designates that the 
donor did not want to publish the 
amount of the gift.

Holiday Fund donors

Be sure to 
SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday 
season

Thanks.
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N E W S

 (650) 321-1991    
www.mid-pen.com

Does your student think outside of the box?  
Could he or she be happier in a different setting?  
Consider making a change mid-year if your child’s school 
is not a good match, because a year is a long time in the life of a child.

Mid-Peninsula High School 
is accepting transfer students in grades 9-12 for this school year.

MID-PEN OFFERS:
Small class sizes (7-15) 
Individualized attention and support 
A strong, accepting community 
An environment that supports creative thinking 

Information Session with Doug Thompson, Ph.D, Head of School
January 8, 2008 from 7:00-8:00 pm
1340 Willow Road, Menlo Park
No RSVP necessary

650)

f a child.

h School 
es 9-12 for this school ye

pport 
ity 
s creative thinking 

n, Ph.D, Head of School

Ye

ar-
Round

Admissio
ns

Bring exercise 
mat and wear 
comfortable clothing

Financial  assistance available for children. Visit  our Web Site at: www.woodsiderec.com

Happy New Year!
WOODSIDE COMMUNITY RECREATION PROGRAM 

WINTER SCHEDULE 2009

❃ To Register or Fax: (650) 851-3534 ❃

CLASS DAY      TIME INSTRUCTOR LOCATION FEE STARTING DATE

YOGA FOR EVERYONE   
11 Weeks Mon   9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Independence Hall $176  Jan. 5
11 Weeks - Tues.   9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall $176  Jan. 6
11 Weeks Wed.   6:00 PM -   7:00 PM 

Carla Germano
 Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall $176 Jan. 7

11 Weeks Thurs.   9:00 AM - 10:00 AM  Wdse. Village Church Guild Hall $176 Jan. 8

LOW IMPACT AEROBICS
& JOYFLEX BODY TONING Mon.   7:45 AM -   9:00 AM 

Joy Lopez 
Independence Hall $450 Jan. 5

13 Weeks Fri.   7:45 AM -   9:00 AM  Independence Hall $23 drop in Jan. 9
Healthy Back, Cardio, 
Inner-Core Strengthening

MUSIC TOGETHER
10 Weeks Tues.   8:30 AM -   9:15 AM  Wdse. Library $140 Jan. 6
Ages 0-5 Years Tues.   9:15 AM - 10:00 AM  Wdse. Library $140 Jan. 6
Creative Classes Tues. 10:15 AM - 11:00 AM Sean Mendelson Wdse. Library $140 Jan. 6
For Children Fri.    1:00 PM -   1:45 PM  Independence Hall $140 Jan. 9
 Fri.    2:00 PM -   2:45 PM  Independence Hall $140 Jan. 9
     $50 mat. fee

Happy New Year!

T
T
T

This information is from the Atherton and 
Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary report: House bro-
ken into, 1000 block of Santa Cruz Ave., 
Dec. 20. 
Auto burglary reports:
■ Window smashed and purse stolen, 
4000 block of Campbell Ave., Dec. 20. 
■ Window smashed and GPS device sto-
len, 200 block of Arbor Road, Dec. 20. 
■ Vehicle broken into, 100 block of Arbor 
Road, Dec. 20. 
■ Window smashed, 700 block of Val-
paraiso Ave., Dec. 21. 

■ Window smashed and stereo equip-
ment stolen, 1100 block of Willow Road, 
Dec. 22. 
Stolen vehicle report: 
White 1991 Acura Integra, 2100 block of 
Menalto Ave., Dec. 21. 
Fraud report: ID theft, 1300 block of Car-
lton Ave., Dec. 23. 

WOODSIDE

Theft report: Bike lock cut and two 
bicycles valued at $1,750 stolen from front 
porch, 2000 block of Stockbridge Ave., 
Dec. 18. 

WEST MENLO PARK

Theft reports: 
■ House key left under doormat stolen, 
2000 block of Valparaiso Ave., Dec. 17. 
■ Cell phone and computer software sto-
len from unlocked vehicle, 1000 block of 
Camino de las Robles, Dec. 21. 

Mitchell Owens missing for 26 years
 Mitchell Owens of Menlo 
Park has been missing for 26 
years and the National Center 
for Missing & Exploited Chil-
dren is asking for the public’s 
help in locating him.
 Mitchell was 4 years old when 
he disappeared from his Menlo 
Park home on Feb. 3, 1983. He 
is a black male with black hair 
and brown eyes. When last seen 
he was 3 feet tall and weighed 40 

pounds. He had a scar on the 
upper part of his nose, a surgi-
cal scar on the left side of his rib 
cage and a lazy right eyelid.
 The public is urged to 
call 1-800-843-5678 with any 
information concerning his 
disappearance or his current 
whereabouts. They may also 
call the Menlo Park Police 
Department at 858-3300. All 
calls are confidential.

Mitchell Owen, left, at age 4, and 
what he might look like now based 
on a computer’s “age progression” 
software.

  ■ POLICE CALLS
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Arthur Boettcher
Former M-A football coach
 Arthur Ernest Boettcher, who 
won the first 
South Peninsula 
Athletic League 
(SPAL) champi-
onship for the 
Menlo-Atherton 
High School in 
1964, died Dec. 
25 at Stanford 
Medical Center. 
He was 87.
 Mr. Boettcher taught math-
ematics and coached football at 
M-A from 1953 to 1984. He was 
named coach of the year by the 
SPAL in 1964.
 Born in Morris, Manitoba, 
Canada, Mr. Boettcher attended 
Shurtleff College in Alton, Illinois, 
where he was named to the Little 
All American team in his freshman 
year, according to his wife, Diana 
Boettcher, whom he met in college. 
He played as a fullback throughout 
his college career and during his 
service with the U.S. Air Force.
 After becoming an American citi-
zen in 1942, Mr. Boettcher served in 
the Air Force during World War II, 
receiving his pilot training at Texas 
Tech. He graduated from Eastern 
Washington University in 1948 and 
received his master’s degree from 
Stanford University in 1951.
 He maintained a lifelong interest 
in flying and owned private planes, 
frequently visiting Mexico and 
Montana for fishing and vacation-
ing. He also served in the Air Force 
Reserve.
 Mr. Boettcher is survived by his 
wife, Diana. Services will be held in 
Spokane, Washington.

Naomi M. Regan
Longtime Menlo Park resident
 Naomi M. Regan, a 64-year 
Menlo Park resident, died Dec. 21, 
just three days 
shy of her 92nd 
birthday.
 Born Naomi 
Sargent in Fruit-
land, Idaho, she 
was raised on an 
apple and dairy 
farm, where she 
delivered milk as a girl.
 In 1938, she married Wil-
liam V. Regan in San Francisco, 
and with her husband moved 

to Menlo Park in 1944. For the 
last 50 years, she lived on Arbor 
Road, where she raised seven 
children. She was a member of 
St. Raymond Catholic Church.
 Ms. Regan is survived by four 
children, Bill Regan, John Regan, 
Muffy Bui, and Jan Difu; and by 
19 grandchildren and 19 great-
grandchildren. She was preceded 
in death by her husband of 62 
years, William; and by three chil-
dren, Daniel, Michael and Ann.
 Yenny Jarquin provided “loving 
care” to Ms. Regan toward the 
end of her life, the family noted in 
appreciation.

Internal Medicine • Pediatrics • Infectious Disease • Emergency Medicine

CONCIERGE FAMILY HEALTHCARE™
• 24/7 Access to a Doctor Who Knows You
• Comprehensive Executive Physicals
• Nutrition & Fitness Programs
• Wellness Counseling for Adults & Adolescents
• House Calls
• Electronic Medical Record with secure
   web-portal access for patients
• ER Doctor In-House

2 9 7 9  W o o d s i d e  R o a d  •  W o o d s i d e ,  C A  9 4 0 6 2

650.851.4747 • www.villagedoctor.com

Old Fashioned Values,
         Modern Medicine™

Internal Medicine • Pediatrics • Family Medicine • Emergency Medicine

2979 WOODSIDE ROAD • WOODSIDE, CA 94062
650.851.4747 • WWW.VILLAGEDOCTOR.COM

Town of Portola Valley 

Winter 2009 Class Schedule 
Town Hall  
765 Portola Road 
Portola Valley, CA 
94028 

Phone: 650-851-1700 ext. 200 
Fax: 650-851-4677 
Email:
crodas@portolavalley.net 

Monday

Kickboxing 
Adults 
8:30 - 9;15am 

Science & Nature 
1st Grade 
3:15 - 4:45 pm                                    

Tuesday

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Pre-School
10:00 - 11:30 am 

Science & Nature 
2nd - 4th Grade 
3:15 - 4:45 pm 

Karate 
Ages: 5 and up 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday

Tai Chi 
Adults 
8:30 - 9:15 am 

Science & Nature 
Kindergarten 
1:30 - 3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

Thursday

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Pre-School 
10:00 - 11:30 am 

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Kinder - 2nd Grade 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 

Karate  
Ages: 5 and up 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

Friday

Kickboxing 
Adults 
8:30 - 9;15 am 

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Pre-K - Kindergarten 
1:00 - 2:30 pm 

Creative Art for 
Young Children 
Kinder - 2nd Grade 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 

Modern Dance for  
Children 
Ages: 7 - 10 
3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Saturday

Creative Art for 
Young Children 
Ages: 3 - 8  
10:00 - 12:00 pm 

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Ages: 3– 8  
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

Self Defense  
Seminar  
Adults/Teens 
1:00 - 3:00 pm  

*One day class 

Visit us at our website: www.portolavalley.net 

Registration for Portola Valley residents will begin De-
cember 1st-16th .  Non-Resident registration begins 
December 16th, please visit our website for more infor-
mation or call (650) 851-1700 ext. 200 

Thursday

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Pre-School 
10:00 - 11:30 am 

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Kinder - 2nd Grade 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 

Karate  
Ages: 5 and up 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

Friday

Kickboxing 
Adults 
8:30 - 9;15 am 

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Pre-K - Kindergarten 
1:00 - 2:30 pm 

Creative Art for 
Young Children 
Kinder - 2nd Grade 
3:00 - 5:00 pm 

Modern Dance for  
Children 
Ages: 7 - 10 
3:30 - 4:30 pm 

Saturday

Creative Art for 
Young Children 
Ages: 3 - 8  
10:00 - 12:00 pm 

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Ages: 3– 8  
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

Self Defense  
Seminar  
Adults/Teens 
1:00 - 3:00 pm  

*One day class 

Monday

Kickboxing 
Adults 
8:30 - 9;15am 

Science & Nature 
1st Grade 
3:15 - 4:45 pm                                    

Tuesday

Creative Art for  
Young Children 
Pre-School
10:00 - 11:30 am 

Science & Nature 
2nd - 4th Grade 
3:15 - 4:45 pm 

Karate 
Ages: 5 and up 
4:00 - 6:00 pm 

Wednesday

Tai Chi 
Adults 
8:30 - 9:15 am 

Science & Nature 
Kindergarten 
1:30 - 3:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

  ■ OBITUARIES

Boettcher

Regan

Q. I just got pulled over, 
and two police cars 

pulled behind mine. I don’t 
think I look like a bad guy. 
Why were there two cars?

A. In most areas, officers and 
deputies ride solo in their 

vehicles unless they are in train-
ing. It is common practice for one 
officer to “cover” another officer 
during a traffic stop to provide 
assistance. Even “routine” traffic 
stops are among the most danger-
ous things we do on a daily basis. 

Deputy 
Stephanie 
Josephson, 
of the San 
Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
answers questions about law 
enforcement. Send questions 
to: editor@AlmanacNews.com; 
call 854-2626, ext. 213; or 
mail to: Ask the Deputy, The 
Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Menlo Park, CA 94025.

  ■ ASK THE DEPUTY

Creek planting, weed-pulling in Menlo Park
 Volunteers are needed to plant 
native plants and pull weeds along 
San Francisquito Creek in Menlo 
Park. Volunteers will meet at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday, Jan. 10, at Creek 
Drive and University Drive, and 
work until 12:30 p.m.
 The work day is sponsored by 
the San Francisquito Watershed 
Project. Volunteers are asked to 
sign up online. Go to acterra.org 
and look under “What’s New.” 
Youth under 18 are welcome, but 
must have a waiver signed by a 
parent or guardian. Minors must 

be accompanied by an adult.
 In the event of heavy rain, 
call the hotline for an update at 
962-9876, ext. 310.

Thanks.

Be sure to 
SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday 
season

ay
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Submitting items for the Calendar
Submit information online. Go to TheAlmanacOnline.com and on the 
green navigation bar on the left, click on “Calendar Event.” That will take 
you to the Palo Alto Online Master Community Calendar page with a form 
to enter your information. If the event is of interest to a large number of 
people, also e-mail a press release to Editor@AlmanacNews.com.

M E E T I N G S ,  M U S I C ,  T H E AT E R ,  F A M I LY  A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Special Events
Bach, and All That Jazz! Organist 
James Welch rings in the New Year with 
master organ works of J. S. Bach, along 
with jazz-inspired pieces, including “Ameri-
can in Paris” by George Gershwin, and 
pieces by jazz pianist George Shearing, 
theater organist Billy Nalle, and others. 
Wed. Dec. 31, 2008, 8-9 p.m. $10 at the 
door. St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 600 Col-
orado Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-326-3800. 
www.welchorganist.com
New Year’s Eve Ball. Paul Price’s 
Society Orchestra. Free Waltz Lesson at 
8:00 p.m. Come dance to music of the 
1890s through the 1930s. Refreshments 
served. Modern or vintage eveningwear. 
Wed. Dec. 31, 2008, 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. 
$25, $20 with non-dessert finger food con-
tribution. Palo Alto Masonic Center, 461 
Florence St., Palo Alto.
New Year’s Eve Dance. Dance into the 
New Year in the Auditorium of Little House. 
The Jerry J Quartet will provide music; 
refreshments are available. Dressy attire is 
requested. Call 326-2025 for tickets. Wed. 
Dec. 31, 2008, 8 p.m.-12 a.m. $15 person, 
$25 couple pre 12/24; $20/$30 after. Little 
House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 
650-326-2025. Peninsula Volunteers Inc

Talks/Authors
Total Cure: The Antidote to the 
Health Care Crisis. Health care reform 
proposals typically focus on increasing 
private insurance or expanding govern-
ment-sponsored plans. In “Total Cure,” 
Harold Luft, director of Palo Alto Medical 
Foundation Research Institute, presents a 
comprehensive new proposal. Wed. Jan. 7, 
2009, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 
El Camino Real, Menlo Park. Call 650-324-
4321. www.keplers.com
January Bagels, Lox and Learning. 
“From Anguished to Action: Greening Our 
Lives to Heal the Planet.” Sat., Jan. 11, 10:15 
a.m.-noon $5 suggested donation. Kehillah 
Jewish High School, 3900 Fabian Way, Palo 
Alto. Call 650-494-6400. www.keddem.org
Jayne Anne Phillips book signing. 
The author will be discussing and signing 
“Lark and Termite.” Set during the 1950s in 
West Virginia and Korea, it’s a story of the 
power of loss and love, war and family and 
the unseen bonds that unite and sustain 

us. 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s Books, 1010 El 
Camino Real, Menlo Park. Call 650-324-
4321. www.keplers.com
PARC Forum. “Folding@home: the most 
powerful and energy efficient supercom-
puter in the world.” Vijay Pande, of Stanford 
University, will talk about how Folding@
home works, concentrating on recent 
advances involving stream computing and 
massively parallel computation. Thu., Jan. 8, 
2008, 4-5 p.m. Free. George E. Pake Audi-
torium, 3333 Coyote Hill Road, Palo Alto. 
Call 650-812-4000. http://www.parc.com
Your Money or Your Life. Author 
Vicki Robin discusses and signs her book. 
Mon. Jan. 5, 2009, 7:30 p.m. Free. Kepler’s 
Books, 1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
Call 650-324-4321. www.keplers.com

Art Galleries
California Oils. Allegro Framing and Art 
presents a group showing for eight artists 
with diverse concepts but with California 
as the central theme. Bev Iverson, Caroline 
Robbins, Jim Caldwell, Joanna Baciocco, 
Kit Colman, Nancy Meze, Pam Naeve and 
Teresa Ruzzo. Through Dec. 31, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. Allegro Framing and Art, 3056 
Woodside Road, Woodside. Call 650-529-
1800. www.alegroframing.com
Go Figure. Norton Gallery show for 
December is “Go Figure!” by William Bruner. 
Figurative works in pastel. Through Dec. 
31, 6-8 p.m. Free. Pacific Art League, 668 
Ramona St., Palo Alto. Call 650-965-1879. 
www.pacificartleague.org
Mariana Barnes Art Exhibit. “The 
inspiration for my paintings comes from the 
art and symbols of ancient civilizations as 
well as contemporary cultures from around 
the world. Geometric and nonlinear patterns 
are integral to my art,” Barnes said. Her 
work will be on exhibit through Jan. 10. Free. 
Avalon Art and Yoga Center, 370 S. Califor-
nia Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-324-2517.
Robyn Horn: Paintings and Sculp-
ture. Join Tercera Gallery on Friday, Jan. 9 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the opening recep-
tion of artist Robyn Horn. Her paintings and 
wood sculptures will be featured for the 
month of January. 6-9 p.m. Tercera Gallery 
Palo Alto, 534 Ramona St., Palo Alto. Call 
650-322-5324. www.terceragallery.com
Sacred Places Open Spaces. Linda 
Patterson of Newark, California, exhibits paint-
ings of the wetlands, hilly vistas and vanishing 

rural landscapes of the Bay Area at the Porto-
la Art Gallery through Dec. 31. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Portola Art Gallery, 75 Arbor Road, Menlo 
Park. www.portolaartgallery.com

Classes/
Workshops
 Bridge Instruction. Here’s your chance 
to learn Bridge. This 8-week series includes 
responses to one no trump, takeout doubles, 
the stayman convention, cue bids, opening 
leads, and slam bidding. One-hour instruc-
tion, 30 minutes play, plus time to discuss 
hands students may bring in. Wed. Jan. 14 
to Mar. 4, 2009, 2-4 p.m. $80 members/$90 
non-members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org
Acrylic Painting. Instructor Juliet Lundy 
will work with each person at his or her own 
level. All levels welcome. Materials not pro-

vided; pick up materials list at Front Desk at 
time of registration. Wed., Jan. 7 to Mar. 25, 
2009, 3:30-5:30 p.m. $65 members/$75 non-
members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org
Computer Classes. The Computer 
Learning Center at Avenidas is offering 
courses, including introduction to comput-
ers and the Internet, computer skills, PC 
open lab with tutors, Mac OS X, digital pho-
tography, and more. Call 650-289-5400 for 
more info. Classes start Jan. 6, 7, 8, or 12, 
2009, 10 a.m-3 p.m. $25 members/$45 non-
members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-289-2436. www.avenidas.org
Continuing Mandarin. For students who 
have completed Introduction to Mandarin 
or have background knowledge of Chinese 
pinyin, this class advances and improves the 
structural format of speaking and writing the 
Mandarin language. Mon. Jan. 5 to March 23, 
2009, 1-2:30 p.m. $60 members/$70 non-

members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org
CPR and First Aid. Basic CPR and first 
Aid Classes. Healthcare professional/renew-
al CPR. Call and pre-register. Wednesdays, 
5-9:30 p.m. Basic CPR $60 and Basic First 
Aid $40 or combination of $75 and Health 
care Professional $75. All Care Plus Inc., 
862 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. Call 
650-424-0204. www.allcareplus.org
Digital Photography. Learn how to pur-
sue digital photography using PhotoShop 
Elements. Tue. Jan. 6 to Feb. 24, 2009, 10 
a.m.-12 p.m. $25 members/$45 non-mem-
bers. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo Alto. 
Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org 
www.paadultschool.org
Feldenkrais. For flexibility, coordina-
tion and strength. Fridays, 11-noon. $40 
members/$45 nonmembers (4 classes). 
Little House fitness room, 800 Middle Ave., 
Menlo Park. Call 650-327-9419. www.
Umovebetter.com
Lip Reading /Managing Hearing 
Loss. These classes help hard of hearing 
people with or without hearing aids improve 
lip reading and gain other skills to ease 
hearing/communication problems. Friends 
and family members are welcome. Taught 
by CA licensed audiologist. 3 class times to 
choose from. Mon. Jan. 5 to Wed. Mar. 25, 
2009, 1:30-2:45 p.m. Foothill College tuition 
and fees. varied sites off campus, Mt. View, 
Palo Alto and Menlo Park. Call 650-949-
7999 ext.4379. 
MAC Computer Classes. Avenidas has 
some valuable and fun computer classes for 
MAC users. Meet the Mac 1 & 2, digital pho-
tography, fun with iTunes and iChat, MAC 
open lab with tutors, and browsing the Inter-
net. Call 650-289-5400 for more information. 
Classes start Jan. 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, or 19, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. $25 members/$45 non-
members. Avenidas, 450 Bryant St., Palo 
Alto. Call 650-289-5436. www.avenidas.org

Clubs/Meetings
Woodside Library Bookclub. Come 
join fellow book-lovers as we discuss 

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & Tea
Reiki for Relaxation 

Gift Certificates are thoughtful presents

Host a Healing Party 

Mobile Reiki for people and pets
Energy, Aura and Chakra Work    Distance and Psychic Healings 

Cynthia Greenberg,  Reiki Master/Teacher        

(650) 472 - 3932 awakentohealing.org cynthia@awakentohealing.org

Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

Photo by Nancy Stanton

Tribute to the Pichels
Cecile Henschel Pichel, right, and Doris Dahlgren pose with Ms. Dahlgren’s painting, “Lilies with a Blue 
Background,” at the Palo Alto Medical Foundation Clinic. The painting is dedicated to Ms. Pinchel and her 
late husband, Dr. Julian Pichel, who died in 2004 several days after being injured in a Christmas Eve fire 
in the couple’s Atherton home. The artist was a patient of Dr. Pichel for many years.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T

As of January 2009 the terms of appointment end for three 
members of the Town's Architectural & Site Control Commis-
sion (ASCC) and three of the Planning Commission.

If you are interested in an appointment to either the ASCC or 
Planning Commission contact Leslie Lambert, Planning Manager 
at (650) 851-1700, extension 212 or llambert@portolavalley.net. 
By Friday, January 16, 2009.

B E A U T Y  S A L O N

3040 Woodside Road • Woodside

(650) 851-7103

www.imagesofwoodside.com

Images of Woodside
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For every 3 appointments made in 2009

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN 
A HOLIDAY GIFT BASKET.
(The more appointments you make
 the better chance you will win)

WIN  HOLIDAY GIFT BASKET *
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*Ends December 31, 2008

ALPINE /WEST MENLO

LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALLLITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
SIGNUPS (AGES 5-12, AND 13-18)

Please visit the League website for online registration and information, all divisions:
http://www.eteamz.com/alpine/index.cfm

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE:
• Majors (ages 9-12): REGISTRATION OPEN
• Minors (ages 9-12): REGISTRATION OPEN
• Majors and Minors Players: Deadline to register 

online is January 15, 2009. Tryouts required.
• Juniors/Seniors/Big (ages 13-18): REGISTRATION OPEN
Pitching Machine (8): Registration opens Jan. 2, 2009
Coach Pitch (7): Registration opens Jan. 2, 2009
T-Ball (ages 5-6): Registration opens Jan. 2, 2009

Registration questions? Contact Karen Lucian, 
karenlucian@sbcglobal.net

(Please contact division commissioners with all non-registration related questions.)

www.matchedcaregivers.com

“Angry Housewives Eating Bon Bons” and 
“Patty Jane’s House of Curl” by former 
stand-up comic Lorna Landvik. Tue. Jan. 
6, 2009, 11:15 a.m.-noon Free. Woodside 
Library, 3140 Woodside Road, Woodside. 
Call 650-851-0147. www.smcl.org
Monday Night OUT. Lesbian, Gay, bisex-
ual and transgender group with supporters 
and friends. Discussion, social events, edu-
cation and spiritual development. Mondays, 
7 p.m. Offering accepted. Unity Palo Alto, 
3391 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. Call 650-
494-7222. www.UnityPaloAlto.org
Palo Alto Scrabble. Just for fun. Open 
to players of all levels. All equipment pro-
vided. Mondays, ongoing, 6-10 p.m. Free. 
Boston Market Restaurant, 3375 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto. Call 650-326-6243.

Exhibits
“Catch the Big Wave at Maverick’s.” 
December 2008 visitors at the San Mateo 
County History Museum will be able to surf 
a “virtual” Mavericks on the Waverider, a 
multi sensory game interface. Dec. 14-31, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $4 adults; $2 
students/seniors. San Mateo County History 
Museum, 2200 Broadway, Redwood City. 
Call 650-299-0104. www.historysmc.org
Durer to Picasso. Cantor Arts Center at 
Stanford: This exhibition, of European and 
American art, features a selection of the 
most noteworthy works acquired over the 
past 10 years. Through Feb. 15, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. Cantor Art Center at Stanford Uni-
versity, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, 
Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
Introducing the Cantor Arts Center. 
These docent-led tours feature a sampling 
of objects from various eras and cultures. 
Every tour is different. Saturdays and Sun-
days. Meet in the main lobby. 1-2 p.m. Free. 
Cantor Arts Center at Stanford University, 
328 Lomita Drive at Museum Way, Stanford. 
museum.stanford.edu
Keeble & Shuchat Photography. 
Landscape and wildlife photography from 
the African Savannah to the frozen conti-
nent of Antarctica by Jeanine Lovett and 
Dave Hartley are on display in the gallery. 
Through Jan. 14, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Keeble 
& Shuchat Photography, 290 California 
Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-327-8996. www.
kspphoto.com
Music To One’s Ears. New exhibit at 
the Museum of American Heritage, “Music 
to One’s Ears: Musical Instruments in 
the home, band and orchestra.” Explore 
the basic principles of music making, 
technology and technique over the ages, 
from the hollow log to the electronic har-
mony. Through Jan. 18, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Museum of American Heritage, 351 
Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-321-1004. 
www.moah.org
Polish Heroes: Those Who Rescued 
Jews. An exhibition of photographs by 
Chris Schwarz that tell the stories of Poles 
who saved Jews from the Nazis during the 
Holocaust. Through Feb. 2, Koret Pavilion, 
565 Mayfield Ave., Stanford. 
Stanford Art Spaces Stanford Uni-
versity. Stitched monotypes, Katherine 
K. Allen. Sculpture, Feng Jin. Mixed Media, 
Kay Kang. Paintings, Chunming Yu. From 
Oct. 31 to Jan. 8. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free 
Stanford Art Spaces, 420 Via Palou, Stan-
ford. Call 650-725-3622. http://cis.stanford.
edu/~marigros

The Venice Series and Retrospec-
tive. Massimo Mazzon will be showcasing 
a series of Venice landscape paintings 
along with recent award winning figurative 
work. Through Jan. 5, noon-midnight Cafe 
Zoe, 1929 Menalto Ave., Menlo Park. Call 
650-322-1926. http://www.pinxi.com
Timbuktu to Cape Town. This exhibi-
tion celebrates the complexity and variety 
of African art from across the continent. 
Through March 22, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Yhu. until 
8 p.m. Free. Cantor Arts Center at Stanford 
University, 328 Lomita Drive at Museum 
Way, Stanford. museum.stanford.edu
Venezky Collection: American 
Primers & Readers. Exhibit of colonial 
through 20th-century textbooks, paired with 
text from Richard L. Venezky’s work in the 
history of literacy. Highlights include the 
“New England Primer” (1813), “The Southern 
Primer” (1860) and the Elson-Runkel Read-
ers that first introduced Dick and Jane in 
1930. Through Dec. 31, Call for hours. Free. 
Green Library Bing Wing, 557 Escondido 
Mall, Stanford University. Call 650-725-1020.

Kids & Families
Atherton Library Saturday Fam-
ily Storytime. Storytimes for children. 
Once a month. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Atherton 
Library, 2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. 
Call 650-328-2422. www.smcl.org
Bell System Music Group. The Bell 
System, a music performance group for 
children in grades 3-8, teaches the basics 
of music and bell technique. The group par-
ticipates in community outreach concerts 
at nearby senior centers and on Santa Cruz 
Avenue, as well as in annual Christmas 
and Spring concerts. Thursdays, ongoing. 
3:45-5 p.m. Free. Menlo Park Pres., 950 
Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park. mppc.org
Happy Birds Performing Parrot 
Show. The Happy Birds Performing Par-
rot show is a family favorite and perfect 
for children of all ages. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Atherton Library. Mon. Jan. 
12, 2009, 4-4:45 p.m. Free. Atherton Library, 
2 Dinkelspiel Station Lane, Atherton. Call 
650-328-2422. 
Annual LEGO Train Exhibit. The 
Museum of American Heritage and BayLUG 
present the annual Holiday LEGO Train 
Exhibit. Through Jan. 11, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Free. Museum of American Heritage, 351 
Homer Ave., Palo Alto. Call 650-321-1004. 
www.moah.org

Health
 CPR and First Aid Classes. Every 
Wednesday night, CPR and first-aid 
classes. CPR basic/health care profes-
sional/renewal and basic first aid class. 
Please call and preregister. Can be taken 
separately or combination. 5-9:30 p.m. $75 

for both. 862 San Antonio Road, Palo Alto. 
Call 650-424-0204. 
Yoga and meditation for well being. 
Explore opening the body and calming the 
mind with yoga meditation and other mindful 
movement. All ages and levels are welcome. 
Wednesdays, 5:30-7 p.m. $98. Little House, 
800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park. Call 650-323-
5532. www.yogawithmike.com

Support Groups
Chapter 2. For women newly separated 
or divorced. Facilitated by and expe-
rienced therapist, licensed for over 20 
years. Tue. Jan 6 to Mar. 31, 2009, 7:15-
8:30 p.m. $50 per session. Bright Eagle 
Mansion, 1040 Noel Drive #209, Menlo 
Park. Call 650-324-4429.
Grief Support. Join a 5-week mutual 
support group for individuals grieving the 
death of a loved one. Each week we will 
discuss issues and concerns common 
to newly bereaved people. New individu-
als will not be accepted into the group 
after second week. Sat. Jan. 10 to Feb. 7, 
2009, 9-10:30 a.m. Free. Menlo Park Pres-
byterian Church, 950 Santa Cruz Ave., 
Menlo Park. www.mppc.org
La Femme. General support group for 
women of all ages. Explore life’s challenges 
in a warm, trusting environment, while 
learning new strategies for taking control of 
your life. Led by an experienced therapist, 
licensed for over 20 years. Tue. Jan. 6 to 
Mar. 30, 2009, 10:30-11:45 a.m. $50/ses-
sion. Bright Eagle Mansion, 1040 Noel Drive 
#209, Menlo Park. Call 650-324-4429. 
Post-partum and Pregnancy Sup-
port Group. Join this drop-in discussion 
group on the challenges and mood changes 
that you may be feeling in your pregnancy 
and after birth. You will find a relaxed and 
welcoming environment at Blossom for 
discussing these unexpected feelings. Wed. 
Dec. 17, 2008 to Feb. 11, 2009, 11:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. $15 drop in, $85 three months unlim-
ited. Blossom Birth, 299 S. California Ave., 
Suite 120, Palo Alto. www.blossombirth.org

Et Alia
New Year’s Eve Meditation & Ser-
vice. Spiritual celebration and service 
for the new year. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m.-
midnight. Free. Ananda, 2171 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto. Call 650-323-3363. www.
anandapaloalto.org
Three Kings Day. “Celebrate the arrival 
of the three kings and the coming of Christ’s 
light to the nations. There will be a special 
surprise for children,” the church says. Sun., 
Jan. 4, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. Free. Ladera 
Community Church, 3300 Alpine Road., 
Portola Valley. www.ladera.org

For all listings
This Calendar contains partial 
listings of community events. 
To see all listings, go to 
TheAlmanacOnline.com and on the 
green navigation bar on the left, 
click on “Community Calendar.”

Thanks.

Be sure to 
SHOP LOCAL 
this holiday 
season

ay
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West Menlo child care 
racks up huge subsidy
Editor:
 I write regarding your Dec. 
17 editorial “Raising fees raises 
questions in Menlo.” Some of 
the conclusions and character-
izations in your editorial make 
me wonder if we both attended 
the same meeting.
 The one major subsidy you 
failed to cover in your editorial 
was the one given to Menlo Park 
Child Care (MPCC) operation. 
This was the center of most 
discussion that evening. This 
preschool and toddler program 
serves 54 children of West 
Menlo residents. That program 
was recovering 63 percent of 
costs, leaving the city with a loss 
of $359,000. That’s a subsidy of 
$6,648 per child.
 During the discussion it was 
uncovered that MPCC is not 
accredited because the MPCC 
staff do not have child care cre-
dentials and there is currently 
(as of the meeting) no formal 
manager of the facility. In fact, 
turnover of managers has been 

Three cheers for the Menlo Park Fire Protection District 
board, which decided two weeks ago to require that tenta-
tive labor agreements between the district and its employ-

ees be available for public review at least 15 calendar days before 
being brought before the board for ratification.
 Fire board member Peter Carpenter pushed hard to add the 
extra time, so residents will have at least two weeks to look over 

the final outcome of the board’s 
negotiations with represented 
employees, rather than just the 
few days of review that was the 
practice in prior years. Only 
board member Rex Ianson 

voted against the measure, saying he had concerns about chang-
ing the district’s policy in the middle of negotiations, although 
John Wurdinger, the president of the firefighters’ union, had no 
problem.
 Area residents should be pleased that the fire board was so will-
ing to add time for the public to take a deeper look at the outcome 
of final wage and benefit negotiations. In some communities, 
public officials meeting in executive session will endorse major 
increases in pay and benefits without having a clear plan to pay 
for them. Such actions are much more difficult to pull off when 
the discussion is out in the open, or as in this case, terms of the 
tentative agreement are available in a timely manner so the public 
can see its impact on the budget and register comments before a 
final decision is made by elected officials.

 Our hope is that local city councils and other agencies adopt 
similar policies. In Menlo Park, council member John Boyle has 
asked that the council consider a number of ideas that he pre-
sented in a recent memo. We believe all of them have merit and 
should be discussed early next year. Here are Mr. Boyle’s sugges-
tions:
 ■ Going to closed session only when it is truly required (vs. 
when it is allowed). A vote to go into closed session could be 
required.
 ■ “Deliver more substantive reporting [to the public] after 
each closed session. Even if council members can’t provide all the 
details, there could be a summary beyond the typical “nothing 
to report.”
 ■ “Pursue approaches where there is more of a hybrid (open/
closed session) discussion of various topics. For example, present 
background facts or data in open session, but strategize or negoti-
ate in closed session.”
 “Consider recording closed sessions or taking minutes which 
could be released at a later date after negotiations are completed 
and the confidentiality is no longer required.”
 We urge the Menlo Park council to take up Mr. Boyle’s agenda 
and talk about it in open session. Having more time to evaluate 
proposed labor contracts and more transparency in the use of 
executive sessions would be a huge step forward for Menlo Park 
— and other cities and public agencies on the Peninsula — to 
consider as they begin the new year. A
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 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Menlo Park Historical Association

Our Regional Heritage
Soldiers stationed at Camp Fremont in Menlo Park were welcomed at a garden party on July 4, 1918, 
at the Hillsborough home of George Pope. At the time, it was common for some of the Peninsula’s 
most prominent families to entertain the troops. Some 43,000 soldiers were stationed at Camp 
Fremont, and most were never deployed before the armistice was signed in November 1918.
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V I E W P O I N T

an ongoing problem. This came 
to light from the comments of 
parents who have children in 
the MPCC and then questioning 
by the council. It was interest-
ing the director of community 
services did not offer this infor-
mation to the council in her 
report.
 I find myself in total agree-
ment with you regarding the 
performance of the city man-
ager and his manager of finance 
and his director of community 
recreation services. Their lack of 
preparation and seeming igno-
rance left City Council members 
without key pieces of informa-
tion. The council questioned 
them on labor cost statistics 
and received a “guesstimate” as 
an answer. Labor makes up 75 
percent of the city budget. You’d 
think a sharp financial officer 
would have been totally fluent 
in all facts and figures related to 
labor.
 At the beginning of the meet-
ing the council asked Finance 
Director Carol Augustine if 
“comparable market surveys” 
had been completed on similar 
fees in other cities on the pen-
insula. She promised that each 
department head would provide 
such studies when they gave 
their reports. When the depart-
ment heads gave their reports 
they had not made any effort to 
perform a comparable market 
study.
 During this entire meeting 
the city manager did not step 
in to provide any information 
or clarify why his staff was so 
ill-prepared. The City Council 
was left to make decisions with 
missing or flawed information.

Edward Moritz
Hillview Avenue, Menlo Park

Don’t balance budget at 
expense of Prop. 98
Editor:
 It is difficult to believe that 

Atherton City Council member 
Charles Marsala or anyone else 
would favor modifying Propo-
sition 98 to divert tax money 
from our already under-funded 
schools as part of the effort to 
balance the state budget.
 Instead of sacrificing the edu-
cation of our next generation, 
the burden of restoring state 
fiscal integrity should be borne 
primarily by those who can bear 
it best. Much of the budgetary 
gap can be closed if those who 
can afford fancy cars pay motor 
vehicle registration fees restored 
to their historic levels and if 
taxpayers like my wife and me, 
with incomes of $200,000 a year 
or more, have a percentage point 
added to the maximum state 
income tax rate.

James R. Madison
Holly Avenue, Menlo Park

Caltrain needs to boost 
number of bike spots
Editor:
 I commute from Palo Alto to 
San Francisco daily and greatly 
value Caltrain’s bike service for 
the advantages it gives over driv-
ing: I get exercise, I don’t have 
to worry about where to park, 
don’t have to worry about get-
ting parking tickets, don’t have 
to stress about traffic.
 Many is the evening I’ve biked 
past backed-up traffic getting on 
the highways with a little “ha-
ha!” in my heart, on my way to a 
comfortable ride on Caltrain. Of 
course, some evenings the bike 
car is full and I’m bumped, and 
that turns into a half-hour wait 
or longer for the next train.
 However, the SF Bike Coali-
tion has proposed an idea to 
expand bike capacity by reduc-
ing some seating to create 80 
bike spots on every train, a 
great option for both bikers and 
riders. I urge Caltrain to review 
this plan and move forward 
in its plans to offer more bike 
access to commuters.

Beth Morgan
Everett Avenue, Palo Alto

LETTERS
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Follow me to Kepler’s. It’s our bookstore.

Our event program is updated often. Please visit keplers.com for current information.

All events are free at Kepler’s unless otherwise noted. 

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park • 650-324-4321  • Learn more at Keplers.com 

Follow me to Kepler’s. It’s our bookstore.

Mark Zaifman
Your Money or Your Life: 9 Steps to Transforming 
Your Relationship with Money and Achieving 
Financial Independence: Revised and Updated 
for the 21st Century

Monday, January 5, 7:30 p.m.
An easy-to-use index, anecdotes and examples 
particularly relevant today.

Jayne Anne Phillips
Lark & Termite

Wednesday, January 14, 7:30 p.m.
Her fi rst book in nine years. Lark & 
Termite is set during the 1950s in West 
Virginia and Korea.

Poetry with 
Dominique Renda 
& Brooks Anderson
String of Lights

Thursday, January 15, 
7:30 p.m. 
Local authors infuse 
words and images with understanding in this collection of poetry 
and photographic art.

Steven B. Johnson
The Invention of Air: A Story of Science, 
Terror, and the Birth of America

Friday, January 16, 7:30 p.m. 
Story of 18th-century radical thinker 
Joseph Priestley—scientist and theo-
logian, protégé of Benjamin Franklin, 
friend of Thomas Jefferson. 

Janice Y.K. Lee
The Piano Teacher

Wednesday, January 21, 7:30 p.m.
In the sweeping tradition of The English 
Patient, a gripping tale of love and 
betrayal set in war-torn Hong Kong.  

Harold Luft
Total Cure: The Antidote to 
the Health Care Crisis

Wednesday, January 7, 7:30 p.m. 
Director of PAMF Research Institute 
presents a comprehensive new pro-
posal for health care.

Robert Roper
Now the Drum of War: Walt Whitman 
and His Brothers in the Civil War  

Tuesday, January 13, 7:30 p.m. 
The Civil War is seen anew, and a 
great American family brought to life, 
in Roper’s brilliant evocation of the 
Family Whitman. 

Rodes Fishburne
Going to See the Elephant

Thursday, January 22, 7:30 p.m.
SF author “Fishburne’s sweet and funny 
debut novel offers comic-book-like 
entertainment with an iron core.”—
Booklist, starred review

Poetry with 
Giovanni Tempesta
The Cremation of Sam McGee and Other 
Verses by Robert Service: An Italian 
Translation 

Monday, January 26, 7:30 p.m.
Stanford Professor brings his brilliant 
Italian rendition of Robert Service’s best rhymes to the less 
known and yet magical world of the 1898 Klondike Gold Rush.

Frances Dinkelspiel
Towers of Gold: How One Jewish 
Immigrant Named Isaias Hellman 
Created California

Tuesday, January 27, 7:30 p.m.
Hellman was directly responsible for 
the creation of California’s largest 
banks and was essential in making the state a fi nancial and 
industrial superpower.

Dacher Keltner
Born to be Good: The Science 
of a Meaningful Life 

Wednesday, January 28, 7:30 p.m. 
UC Berkeley psychiatry professor 
reveals a new examination of 
the surprising origins of human 
goodness.

Tiffany Baker
The Little Giant of Aberdeen County

Thursday, January 29, 7:30 p.m. 

The book “grabs you from its 
astonishing beginning to its riveting 
conclusion…This dark-yet-rollicking 
debut is a must-read.” --Sara Gruen, Water for Elephants 

Writing Workshop 
with Janis Bell 
Clean, Well-Lighted Sentences: A Writer’s 
Guide to Avoiding the Most Common 
Errors in Grammar and Punctuation

Sunday, January 25, 2:00 p.m.
Long overdue: a clear, good-humored discussion targeting only 
the most common errors in American sentences—nothing more.

KEPLER’S FEATURED AUTHORS IN JANUARY

Kepler’s Story Time every Sunday at 11:30 a.m.

Special Family Event

Free the Children Youth Rally
Friday, January 30, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

Location: Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefi eld Rd, Palo Alto
Kick off your second semester with a bang and meet Craig Kielburger, founder of 
Free the Children! 

January 11th - Story Time 
with Christine Gardner

This charming new book 
from local author Christine 
Gardner has a very fi tting 
post-holiday message: we 
can ALL benefi t from an 
effort to slow down.

January 25th - Story Time with 
Diana Spieker and Krista Skehan

Local author and illustrator Diana 
Spieker and Krista Skehan join us 
to celebrate their charming new 
alphabet book. 

January 18th - Story Time with 
Oliver Chin

Celebrate Chinese New Year early 
with Oliver Chin! 2009 is The Year 
of the Ox. 

January 4th - Dinosaur Story 
Time

Dinosaur Roar! Join us for 
these stories about some very 
unusual dinos.

EMERSON SCHOOL

2800West Bayshore Road, Palo Alto RSVP: 650-424-1267

www.headsup.org

Open Houses:
January 7, February 3 and March 4: 4:30-5:30

Cultivating Astonishing Potential!

Grades 1-8

Affiliated with:

HeadsUp!
Child Development Center
for ages 0-6
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THE PENINSULA’S 
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Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

 fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

PLACE AN AD
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fogster.com
E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE 
650/326-8216

 Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

INDEX
■   BULLETIN 

BOARD
100-199

■   FOR SALE
200-299

■   KIDS STUFF
330-399

■   MIND & BODY
400-499

■   JOBS
500-599 

■   BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-699

■   HOME
SERVICES
700-799 

■   FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
800-899

■   PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES
995-997

 The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
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its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing Co. 
right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely 
at its discretion without prior notice.
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Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
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option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
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which include a web
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Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales
Representative.

So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers,
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands
additional people!!
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
in 111 alternative newspapers like this 
one. Over 6 million circulation every 
week for $1200. No adult ads. Call Rick 
at 202-289-8484. (AAN CAN)
Pregnant? 
Considering Adoption? Talk with caring agen-
cy specializing in matching Birthmothers 
with Families nationwide. Living Expenses 
Paid. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions. 1-866-459-3369. (Cal-SCAN)
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION
 
Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families nation-
wide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby’s One True Gift Adoptions 866-413-
6293 (AAN CAN)
WRITERS WANTED 
The Academy for Alternative Journalism, 
established by papers like this one 
to promote diversity in the alternative 
press, seeks talented journalists and 
students (college seniors and up) for 
a paid summer writing program at 
Northwestern University’s Medill School 
of Journalism. The eight-week program 
(June 21 - Aug. 16, 2009) aims to 
recruit talented candidates fromdiverse 
backgrounds and train them in alt-weekly 
style feature writing. Ten participants 
will be chosen and paid $3,000 plus 
housing and travel allowances. For infor-
mation and an application visit http://
altjournalism.org. You may also email 
us at altacademy@northwestern.edu. 
Applications must be postmarked by 
Feb. 13, 2009. Northwestern University 
is an equal opportunity educator & 
employer.(AAN CAN)
Co-Dependents Anonymous (CoDA)
Emerson School Open House
Homestays needed- get paid
Housing Exchange Wanted
Introductory Lecture
New year special meditation
Wellness weekend- free event!
Who is Xenu?

130 Classes 
& Instruction
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited FREE 
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-6546 
Ext. 97 http://www.continentalacademy.
com (AAN CAN)
MASTER OF FINE ARTS 
in TV Production / Master of Science 
in Media Studies in New York City. Visit 
http://www.bctvr.org (AAN CAN)
GERMAN Language Class
Instruction for Hebrew 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah For Affiliated and 
Unaffiliated George Rubin, M.A. in Hebrew/
Jewish Education 650/424-1940

133 Music Lessons
 Violin & Viola Lessons 
Dr. Denise Chevalier (Doc Stanford) 
Children & Adults 23 yrs teaching in 
Palo Alto area (650)328-1520

A EXCELLENT MUSIC SCHOOL 
Violin* Viola* Piano*Lessons 
ALL LEVELS Children & Adults 
Locations N.& S. Palo Alto 650 856-
2423

A Piano Teacher 
Children & Adults Ema Currier (650)493-
4797
Barton-Holding Music Studio 
Vocal instruction, all levels. 6-week 
sight singing class starts 7/7. Laura, 
650/965-0139 

Drum Lessons 
Drum Lessons in Palo Alto Specializing 
in beginners. Day/Evenings available.
Call David (650) 400-2029

FUN PIANO VIOLIN GUITAR LESSONS
Guitar and Bass Lessons 
All styles, ages, skill levels 25+ years 
exp. 408/260-1131
Hope Street Studios 
In Downtown Mountain View Most 
Instruments, Voice All Ages, All Levels 
(650) 961-2192
Jazz & Pop Piano Lessons 
Learn how to build chords & improvise. 
Bill Susman, M.A., Stanford. (650)906-
7529
McCool Piano Studio 566-9391MP 
5 min walk from Burgess Gym
Piano Lessons 
Taught in your home. Member MTAC & 
NGPT. Specializing in beginners. All lev-
els welcome. Karen, (650)233-9689
Piano Lessons in College Terrace
Piano Lessons in Palo Alto
play piano in a flash
Singing Lessons 
Professional Singer, Conservatory 
Trained. Experienced Teacher. SAG. 
NARAS. (650)924-0299
Wendy Waller Vocal Studio

135 Group Activities
Art Birthday parties!
Art/Dec.22./23./Nutcracker camp
BRAIN INJURY SUPPORT GROUP
Issues with food?
Looking for a Book Group?
NATURE/OUTDOORS Events Calendar
Need help with your finances?
Polynesian Tiki Singles Dance
Pre-New Years Dance for Singles
QUIT SMOKING, Nicotine Anonymous
Singles New Years Eve Gala
Square Dance Lessons
Trouble with food?
www.art4growth.com

140 Lost & Found
$500 Reward for LOST CAT-BRN/BLK
LOST CAT! REWARD! 
Large male orange tabby, 18 lbs. Red 
nylon collar: “Invisible Fence”. Los Altos, 
Cuesta/El Monte. 650-948-4573 or 
650-255-3083.
Lost Cockatiel - $100 reward
Missing Cat
Runaway Cat!
search people named JOHNSON

150 Volunteers

 Support Tropical Reforestation!
ART Dialogues Docents volunteers
Library Volunteers Needed
Like Cats? feed homeless cats
NASA cats need fosterers
Project LOOK! volunteers needed!
Stanford Psychology Research

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, Your 
Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill Animal Shelters. 
Advanced Veterinary Treatments. Free 
Towing, IRS Tax Deduction. Non-Runners. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN)

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research and 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 1-800-252-
0615. (Cal-SCAN)
Honda 2005 Civic EX Special Edition 
- $13,700 ne
Mercedes 2007 E350 Sedan - $642.00
PORSCHE 2000 996 CARERRA - $20,000
Tire Cable Chains - $ 25/set

203 Bicycles

2003 H-D 
Softail Fatboy 100th Anniversary 5356 
miles, Exterior: Red, price $5800 con-
tact me for pictures 23elzey@gmail.com 
(410) 670 7920

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
San Carlos: 940 Commercial St. 
Suite G, Every Saturday, 10-4 
Estate Sale Warehouse. Every 
Saturday 10-4. 4000sq ft of quality 
furniture, decorative art, lighting and 
carpet, 18th century to modern, value 
pricing, convenient access and park-
ing. (650)315-4516

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antique wicker - $125 each
Diecast Scale Models
French Porcelain figurine lamps - $600.00
NORMAN ROCKWELL PLATE - $25.00

220 Computers/
Electronics
GET A NEW COMPUTER 
Brand Name laptops & desktopsBad or 
NO Credit - No Problem Smallest weekly 
payments available. Itâ ™s yours NOW 
- Call 800-803-8819 (AAN CAN)

230 Freebies
Benjamin Moore sample paint - FREE
DVD: “Scientology, An Overview” - FREE
Personality Test - FREE
Zippered Plastic Cases - FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
Antique dolls

240 Furnishings/
Household items
A Cookie Jar, Blue Stoneware - $40
A Porcelain mug, cat and orchid - $5
A Teapot, Handmade, Stoneware - $40
Dbl Tempurpedic Bd 4 mths old - $1100
Miele Hood DA289 - $1,499
Techline desk - $375.00
White Plastic Hangers - $15.00

245 Miscellaneous
2 Altamesa plots, - $5000 ea
A New Slant on Life - $15.00
Auto creeper - $200.00
A Sewing Tool: Thread Organizer - $40
Espon color printer 740 for sale - $50
New clothes ladies’ size 2-4 for - $40+ Good
Nice new horse blanket - $35
Western Straw Hats (Stetson) - $40/each

250 Musical 
Instruments
World Guitar Show 
Buy, Sell, Trade, Marin Civic/San Rafael, 
January 10-11; Orange County Fair, January 
17-18, Saturdays 10-5, Sundays 10-4. www.
TXShows.com Clip this ad! (Cal-SCAN)

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Bicycle Trainer - $100

Cross Country Skis, poles, boots - $50

GOLF EQUIPMENT - $125/Set

Kids’ adidas soccer shoes - $12

Ski Boots & Poles - $50 - $25.

Skin Diving Gear-Like New - $8 to $27

Skis - Rossignol 7X - $100

Skis: Dynastar Speed SX - $120

Skis: Dynastar Speed SX - $100

soccer shoes 8/8 1/2 - $varies

270 Tickets
2 Emerald Bowl Tickets - $100/each

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
 Caring Nanny

18+ yrs. experience,Loving Nanny

A loving second-mom nanny!!

Art camps/Dec.22./23./Nutcracker

Art made easy/Drawing 4 kids!

BabySitter

Babysitter/Tutor offered 
Second year university student willing to tutor 
and/or babysit during the winter break.

Betty’s Day Care

Birthday Parties

Caring Nanny 
Available to work 4 days a week. Experienced 
nanny to look after your children and do light 
housework. 20 yrs exp. ca. drivers lic. Good 
references. (650)327-8144

Childcare - Affordable, Flexible

Experienced Child Care Offered

Experienced, Loving nanny

Great, FUN, Loving NANNY

Little Ages in home childcare

Martinez Day Care

Mature Female Driver Available

Multicultural,and Bilingual.

MyFunTimeHome

Nanny Available ASAP

Nanny Jobs Peninsula

Our wonderful Nanny available

Our Wonderful Nanny available am

P/T Nanny Available 
Shared position, can work 8am-Noon. 
Newborn/toddler exp. Refs. CDL, own. 
transp. Bilingual Spanish. 415/992-2150

Part Time Nanny Av. (as of 2/2)

Peace of mind, Loving nanny

Reliable/Dependable Nanny

Tibetan Nanny

340 Child Care Wanted
Chinese home work helper wanted

Family Assistant needed

Live-in nanny needed-San Carlos 
Looking for kind+responsible+ energetic 
nanny for 2 sons; Great living conditions; 
650 283 2575

www.spnannies.com

Los Altos - FT $4000
6 mo boy, 5 yr exp reqd
Palo Alto - Tue/Thurs

2 & 4 yr old, $22/hr
650-462-4580

Serving California families since 1990

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
A EXCELLENT MUSIC SCHOOL
Chess tutor wanted
French Native Teacher 
All levels and ages. SAT, AP, conversa-
tion for travelers and business profes-
sionals. Hessen Camille Ghazal, Ph.D. 
650/965-9696
French, Spanish for HS students
French, Spansh 4 Sudents&Adults
Language Experts 
Exp. European French-Spanish Teacher with 
degree. Kids, high schoolers, special pro-
grams for adults. 650/691-9863 650/804-
5055 www.languagesexpert.com
Math & Spanish Specialists K-16
One-to-One Tutoring Service
Reading and Math Tutor 
K-5th. Exp. teacher. Victoria Burnett, 
MA.MFC lic. 43868. 650/851-8906; 
408/235-0549
TUTOR pre K to 6th

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Growing Tree Preschool 
Exploration and learning. Ages 2-6. Small 
ratio 7:30am-6:00pm (650)857-0655. 

355 Items for Sale
Jogging stroller Kool Stride

417 Groups
A Course in Miracles - ACIM 
Woodside,each Friday 7:00-9:00 PM, 
Ongoing, free, 650 747 1500 
Divorce Recovery Group

420 Healing/
Bodywork
Mobile Reiki for people and pets - 650 
472-3932 $90.00

430 Hypnotherapy
Free hypnosis

Jobs
500 Help Wanted

Cafe/Deli: Cook 
Exp. Solid cooking techniques, good knife 
handling skills, food prep. Also hiring coun-
ter help for sandwich maker, coffee 
service, cashiering. Friendly, enthusiastic, 
hardworking staff. No nights/weekends. 
MV location. 408/828-4221

540 Domestic Help 
Wanted
Home Organizer / De-Clutterer
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550 Business 
Opportunities
$600 WEEKLY POTENTIAL$$$ 
Helping the Government PT. No 
Experience, No Selling. Call: 1-888-213-
5225 Ad Code L-5. VOID in Maryland and 
South Dakota. (AAN CAN)
100% Recession Proof 
Do You Earn $800 in a Day? Your Own 
Local Vending Route Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 
1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)
Need Serious Entrepreneur 
Proven biz w/ training&support. You 
keep all profit. NOT MLM! 88-378-8443 
2-min msg, 24x7

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$ 
Earn Extra income assembling CD cases 
from Home. CALL OUR LIVE OPERATORS 
NOW! 1-800-405-7619 ext. 150 http://
www.easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN) 
Able to Travel 
Hiring eight people, no experience 
necessary, transportation and lodging 
furnished, expense paid training. Work/
travel entire U.S. Start immediately. 
www.ProtekChemical.com Call 1-877-
936-7468. (Cal-SCAN)
DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS 
Needed! Earn $3,500-$5,000 Weekly 
Working from Home! Guaranteed Paychecks! 
No Experience Necessary! Positions Available 
Today! Register Online Now! http://www.
DataPositions.com (AAN CAN) 
Driver - $5K Sign On Bonus 
for Experienced Teams with HazMat. 
Dry Van and Temp Control available. 
O/Os welcome. Call Covenant 1-866-
684-2519 EOE. (Cal-SCAN)
Driver - CDL Training 
$0 down, financing by Central Refrigerated. 
Company Drivers earn average of $40k/
year. Owner Operators average $60k/
Year. 1-800-587-0029 x4779. www.
CentralDrivingJobs.net (Cal-SCAN)
Driver: West Coast Regional 
New Hiring Area. Newest equipment on the 
road. Competitive Pay. Run the Western 11 
States On Site - Full Service Maintenance 
Shop. Reasonable Home Time. Western 
Express - 22 yrs. old. Good MVR, EOE, 
CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR. Call Edna Today! 1-866-
863-4112. (Cal-SCAN)
Drivers: ASAP! 
Sign-On Bonus. 35-41 cpm. Earn over 
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits. Need 
CDL-A and 3 months recent OTR. 1-
877-258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.com 
(Cal-SCAN)
POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! 
Average pay $20/hr or $57K/yr incl. 
Federal Benefits and OT. Placed by 
adSource, not affiliated w/ USPS who 
hires. 1-866-616-7019. (AAN CAN) 

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
Accounting & Bookkeeping Service 
Affordable prices 408-596-1787 
www.reliableaccountingsvcs.com

604 Adult Care Offered

Canyon House and Crescent Villa 
Since 1987. Menlo Park and Sunnyvale. 
Assisted living and memory care. Call 
us for more info or visit www. canyon-
house.com. 650/322-2022

Caregiver/ Aid Available 
Live in/out Aid available for Elderly or 
Disabled. Hard-working 50 yr old male. 
Ready to help! (650) 544-8968.

609 Catering/Event 
Planning
DJ Dance Music

For Your Events
Dance to the Best Hit Songs

Book for the Holidays Now!
(650) 949-1327

Recession Special 
10%Off

610 Tutoring
Engl/Writ/Bio/Chem Tutor 
Grades 8-12. Krocagator@gmail.com.

624 Financial
Business Loans 0% APR 
Call 888-900-9666 agent ID WF2132 
www.Bankcardempire.com/wf2132

MAKE YOUR TAXABLE IRA/401K 
TAX FREE! 
Save Your IRA/401k!!! 10 percent 
1st day No Losses. TF Income/Heirs 
Free DVD. (408)876-7512 FreeDVD@
MyEquityEdge.com 

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
A Best Kept Secret! 
Classified Advertising! A 25-word ad 
costs $550, is placed in 240 community 
newspapers and reaches over 6 million 
Californians. Call for more information 
(916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019 www.
Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
Advertise Effectively 
Reach over 3 million Californians in 140 
community newspapers. Cost $1,550 
for a 3.75”x2” display ad. Super value! 
Call (916) 288-6010; (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN)
News Release 
Looking for a cost efficient way to get 
out a News Release? The California Press 
Release Service is the only service with 
500 current daily, weekly and college news-
paper contacts in California. Questions call 
(916) 288-6010. www.CaliforniaPressRele
aseService.com (Cal-SCAN)
Green Products 
Call (650)969-1369 or www.ecoques-
tintl.com/shirl4rd

648 Horses-
Boarding/Training

CALIFORNIA
RIDING ACADEMY

Beginning through Advanced
All Ages • English/Western

Holiday Special • Reserve Now
Call Laura (650) 465-4083
www.californiaridingacademy.com

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training
All Animals Happy House 
Pet Sitting Services by Susan Licensed, 
insured, refs. 650-323-4000

AUSSIE PET MOBILE 
Don’t have time to wash & groom your 
pet? Teeth Brushing, Flea Treatments, 
we’ll do it for you at your home. 1-800-
738-6624

Home
Services

703 Architecture/
Design
Design/Permits 
One Stop Place for Your Remodeling 
Design needs. Complete Plans include 
Structural Engineering and Energy 
Compliance (T-24). ADW 650/969-4980

710 Carpentry
Cabinetry-Individual Design 
Precise, 3-D Computer Modeling Mantels, 
Bookcases, Workplaces Wall Units, Window 
Seats Ned Hollis 650-856-9475

715 Cleaning 
Services
 
Housekeeper wanted must speak 
English, attention to detail in cleaning 
and laundry. Need to be available 
for special projects such as par-
ties or holiday events. please call 
650-328-9221

*YESENIAS PROFESSIONAL CLEANING*

2 person team. 
We do the same service as everyone 
else - but the difference is: We love 
to do it! Steam spot cleaning avail. 
Lic. #28276. Call 650/369-7570 www.
FlorLauHousecleaning.com
Affordable Housecleaning 
and Handyman Service. Call us for all of your 
home repair needs. Great refs. 408/329-
0317. Serving the entire Bay Area.
Francisca’s Deep Housecleaning 
Exp., good refs. 650/771-1414
Housecleaning Available 
18 years exp. Excellent refs. Good 
rates, own car. Maria, (650)323-2363 
or (650)207-4609 (cell)

Jose’s Janitorial Service
Professional House Cleaning, Offices * 
Window Washing * Basic Residential * 

Husband & Wife References (650)322-0294 

Sophia’s Housecleaning 
Daily, Weekly, Bi-Weekly, One-Time,move 
in/out. (Recession Special) 10% OFF 
(650)369-3278 or (650)346-8558

Daily, weekly, bi-weekly
Occasional, one-time, move in/out

Construction cleanup, Ironing
“Last minute calls”

20 yrs exp • Licensed • Senior discount

(650) 281-8637

Tere’s Housecleaning

”WE ARE GREEN”
Keep our planet green and our home safe
•  Daily, Weekly, 

Bi-Weekly
• Carpet Cleaning
• On-Time
• Pet Friendly

•  All Teams 
Trained, 
Uniformed

•  Senior 
Discount

H O U S E 
C L E A N I N G

WHITE GLOVE

License #35780
Insured & Bonded
(650) 207-3141

719 Remodeling/
Additions

since 1990  since 1990  
lic #627843lic #627843

DomicileDomicile
Construction, Inc.Construction, Inc.

General ContractorGeneral Contractor
T 415 999-3143T 415 999-3143
www.domicileconstructioninc.comwww.domicileconstructioninc.com

728 Drywall/Plaster
harbour light drywall

Clean, Considerate Work. . . . .
Lic #711618 650-483-1480

•New •Remodel •Repair
Certifi ed Mold Remediation

730 Electrical
Alex Electric 
Lic #784136. Free Est. All electrical. 
Alex, (650)366-6924

Stewart Electric 
Residential Electric & Lighting 
Services.Lic #745186 (408)745-
7115 or (408)368-6622

Williams Electric 
30 years wiring homes. 650/343-5125. 
Lic. #545936. Call, relax, it’s done!

737 Fences & Gates
Fences - Decks - Retaining Walls 
Stairs. Reasonable prices. Lic. #786158. 
Al, 650/269-7113 or 650/853-0824

741 Flooring/
Carpeting
Carpet Cleaning 
Residential and Commercial * Steam Clean 
* Fast Dry * Stain and Odor Removal * 10 
Years Exp. * Free Estimate * Call Irma, 
650.703-2626

Town & Country
Flooring Center

• Hardwood
• Refi nish

• Carpet • Tile
Green Products

Installation Available
Carl Santo & Steve Paganucci

Owners

(650) 329-8926

745 Furniture 
Repair/Refinish
Leather Furniture Repair

Expert color matching 
and re-dyeing

We can repair leather, vinyl, 
fabrics & plastic

Even pet damage and burns!

Fibrenew Silicon Valley
408-773-1395

www.fi brenew.com/silicon_valley

FREE ESTIMATES • MOBILE SERVICE

748 Gardening/
Landscaping

Beckys Landscape
Weekly, Biweekly & Periodic Maint. 

Annual Rose, Fruit Tree Pruning, Yard 
Clean-ups, Demolition, Excavation, 

Irrigation, Sod, Planting, Raised Beds, 
Ponds, Fountains, Patios, Decks. 

650/493-7060

• YARD  
   MAINTENANCE
• ESTATE SERVICE
• NEW LAWNS

• LANDSCAPE  
   RENOVATION
• SPRINKLER
   SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATE                   (650)367-1420

CYPREX
Construction

Landscapes
C-27, B, 701749

www.ECYPREX.com

650-270-0966

F&B Landscaping 
• Maintenance  • New Lawns 

• Irrigation Systems
• Tree Trim or Removal

• Fences • Pavers
fblandscaping@live.com

(650)215-8601 • Free Est

Gaeta's Landscape
Complete Garden Maintenance
Pavers, flagstone, brick work, BBQs, 

sprinkler, retaining walls/fences, 
lighting, Free Estimate!
(650) 368-1458

H AND H GARDEN AND LANDSCAPE 
Need help with your garden or landscape. 
monthly maintenance and new landscap-
ing, We can help. Free estimates. Randy 
510-455-0215 or Rufino 650-388-8282. 

Japanese Gardener
Maintenance * Garden works

Clean ups * Pruning
(650)327-6283, evenings

Jesus Garcia Landscaping 
Maintenance - Sprinklers - New Fences. 
(650)366-4301 or (650)346-6781 ask 
for Jesus or Carmen

Landa’s Gardening
& Landscaping

•Yard Maintenance
•Clean Ups

10% Discount
(650) 576-6242  Ramon

•New Lawns
•Tree Trimming/Pruning

M. Sanchez General Landscaping 
and Design 
Concrete, patios, driveways, flagstone, 
lacking pavers, new lawns, planting, 
irrigation, garden lighting, clean-ups. 
New installation & repairs. Lic.#860920
(650)444-7072, 342-1392

Maintenance 
Clean up, trim, pruning, stump 
removal/tree service, rototilling, aera-
tion, landscaping, drip and sprinkler. 
Roger, 650/776-8666

Mario’s Gardening 
Maintenance, clean-ups. Free est. 
650/365-6955; 995-3822
Orkopina Concrete/Gardening 
General landscaping, cleanup, trim. 
New lawns, sprinklers, concrete. 
650/962-1536
Pruning Specialist
Shubha Landscape Design 
(650) 321-1600 LIC # 852075 www.
shubhalandscapedesign.com 

Total Landscape 
Irrigation, Lawn, Concrete, Driveways, 
Flagstone, Bricks, Pavers, Fences, 
Decks and Garden Maint. CA Lic 
#755857. 650/630-3949

751 General 
Contracting

A & D Builders
Design • Build

New Construction
Remodel • Addition

408-868-0101
Lic #884861

www.andbuilders.com

A B WEST
CONSTRUCTION

• Remodels • Repairs
• Tile • Carpentry • Decks
• Elec/Plumbing • Painting

Call E. Marchetti
for Free Estimate

Excellent Local References

(650) 347-8359  Lic.#623885
Fax(650)344-6518

 (650) 482-9090
Fax (650) 234-1045

WWW.DJMCCANNCONSTRUCTION.COM

* Additions
* Light Commercial
*  New Construction
* Demo & Clean-Up

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
License #907806

Domicile Construction Inc.

NOTICE TO READERS 
California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) be 
licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500 must 
state in their advertisements that they 
are not licensed by the Contractors 
State License Board.

754 Gutters

757 Handyman/
Repairs
A European Craftsmanship 
Kitchen and Bath Remodeling. For All Your 
Repair Needs. Plumbing, Finish Carpentry 
and More. Licensed. 650/270-7726

Able Handyman Fred
Complete home repairs, 
maintenance, remod., prof. 
painting, carpentry, plumbing, 
elect. & custom design 
cabinets. 7 days. 
650.529.1662 • 483.4227

Al Trujillo Handyman Service 
Int./Ext. painting* Kit./BA Improv., 
Dry Rot, Flooring Install, Homes/Apt. 
Repairs, Auto Sprinkler, Landscapes, 
Fences. 20yrs. 650-207-1306

Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, 
Stucco, Dry Rot & Masonry

Lic. #743748

Specializing 
in Home 
Repairs

(650) 430-3469

KEANE CONSTRUCTION

759 Hauling

AJOHNSTON

Prompt Service

✮ HAULING ✮
LARGE TRUCKS

Dump Runs • Trees

LARGE/small JOBS

Free Estimate  Insured

650-327-HAUL

cell: 415-999-0594

Frank’s Hauling 
Commercial, Residential, Garage, 
Basement & Yard. Clean-up. Fair prices. 
650/361-8773

761 Masonry/Brick
MASONRY ARTISAN

Specialized - stone mason
Stone Veneer - faux veneer

Architectural Designer Builder

(650) 333-0146

767 Movers

768 Moving 
Assistance
Armandos Moving Labor Service 
Home, Apts, Storage. House cleaning 
services avail. Sm/lrg moves. Serving 
the Bay Area for 20 yrs. Armando, 
650/630-0424. Lic #22167

FOGSTER.COM To place a Classified ad in The Almanac 
call 326-8216 or online at fogster.com



fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 
TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS 
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

22 ■ The Almanac ■ December 31, 2008

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

Don Pohlman’s Painting 
* Detailed Craftsmanship 
* Excel. Restorative Prep 
* Great Local References  
650/799-7403 * Lic. 635027 

Gary Rossi PAINTING 
Residential/Commercial. Wall paper 
removal. Lic. (#559953) and Bonded. 
Free est. 650/345-4245

STYLE PAINTING 
Interior/exterior. Quality prep to finish. 
Owner operated. Reasonable prices. 
Lic 903303. 650/388-8577

Wallpapering by Trish 
24 years of experience Free Estimates 
949-1820

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering 
Asphalt * Paving * Sealing New Construction 
and Repairs 30 years exp. No job too small 
Lic #663703 * 650/814-5572

779 Organizing 
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized 
ResidentialOrganizing by Debra Robinson 
(650)941-5073
Organizing Alex

783 Plumbing
Bayshore Plumbers 
Lic. #905661. Service, drains and repairs. 
21 years experience, commercial/residen-
tial. Insured. 650/323-6464 or 408/250-
0568. www.bayshoreplumbers.com 
Dave’s Custom Plumbing, Inc
He-Man Plumbing 
Serving Palo Alto & Menlo Park. Lic. 
#915454. 650/222-7953

790 Roofing
Al Peterson Roofi ng

Specializing in
• Repairs • Reroofi ng

• Maintenance 
• Gutter cleaning• Moss removal

since 1946

650-493-9177

License #915925 Senior Discount 
Free Estimate

• Emerg. roof repair • Re-roofi ng
• Water proofi ng • Gutter cleaning

Cornelius Construction Roofi ng

(650) 353-6554

792 Pool Services
Woodside Pool Service 
In memory of Ed Wirsch. Service, repairs, PG&E 
certified energy audits. 650/948-8358

795 Tree Care
OZZIES TREE SERVICE: 
Certified arborist, 22 yrs exp. Tree 
trimming, removals and stump grind-
ing. Free chips and wood. Free est. 
Lic. and insured. 650/ 368-8065; cell 
650/704-5588

PALO ALTO
TREE SERVICE

• Ornamental & Tree Pruning
• Removal & Stump Grinding

Emergency Service
  Lic.#819244

José ”Joe” (650) 380-2297

QUALITY TREE SERVICE

Thinning  •  Stump Grinding
Brush Chipping  •  Emergency Service

Removals  •  Trimming 

Big or Small Jobs

“Best Prices in Town”
20 Years Experience

(650)388-6470 Residential or Commercial
a a

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Avalon Mountain View 
offers newly renovated 1-, 2- & 3-BR 
apartments with gourmet kitchens & 
washer/dryers in each home. Close 
to shopping, dining & transportation. 
Rents starting at $1630* Up to 6 
weeks free!* Call for Details! 650-
967-2300 *Must qualify

East Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1400
East Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1800
Menlo Park, 1 BR/1 BA - $1595/mo
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1200/mont
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - 1125
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1050/mont
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA 
Single story condo, patio, extra storage, 
laundry, pool. Please call 650-430-8088 
or 650-963-9648.
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1600.00
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1,700/mon
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1595/mo.
Mountain View, Studio - $1250
Mountain View, Studio - $1025
Mountain View, Studio - 995.00
Mountain View, Studio BR/1 BA - $1055
MV-PA Vicinity: Studio & 1BR 
2 locations. Flex rent. Prof residence. 
Unique features. Studios $1150-$1350; 
1BR $1350-$1550 650/964-1146 or 
MMHousing@aol.com
MV: 1BR or 2BR apt 
A quiet location, 245 Easy Street. 1BR 
$1175 or 2BR $1695 (650)575-3953
MV: 1BR/1BA 
Downtown. Pool, laundry, covered parking. 
$1200 mo. Please call 650/279-7208
PA: 1BR/1BA 
Patio, pool, laundry, covered parking, $1200 
mo. Also 2BR/2BA avail. Info, 650/796-7096
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,500/mon
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,300/mon
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2.5 BA - $2800
Redwood City, 1 BR/1 BA 
Share 3 bdrm duplx. Dogs OK 650-444-
4646 or 920-915-0966
Sunnyvale, 1 BR/1 BA - $1145
Sunnyvale, 1 BR/1 BA - $1195

805 Homes for Rent
ATH: EXQUISITE ESTATE

4BR/3.5BA PLUS GUEST ROOM W/FULL BATH 
HDWD. & SLATE TILE FLOORS, FRENCH DOORS, 

SHUTTERS, CEDAR CLOSETS, 4 FIREPLACES

GOURMET KIT W/TOP APPLIANCES

POOL, PARK-LIKE GROUNDS, TOP RATE SCHOOLS

$11,000/MO     (408) 483-6707(408) 483-6707

Birdland Neighborhood, 4 BR/2 BA - $3300
East Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $1990.00/m
Los Altos, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $5700
Menlo Park, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,575
Mountain View, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $3000
Mountain View, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $2,500/mon
MP: 3BR/2BA 
Fully renovated. Dbl. gar. Jacuzzi. N/S. 
$5000 mo. 650/856-1111
PA: 3BR/2BA 
Old PA. Avail. now. $3500 mo. N/S, N/P. 
650/856-1111
PA: 4BR/3BA 
Lovely home located in cul-de-sac close to 
Gunn High. Living room, fire place, fam-
ily room, french doors, dining room, nook, 
kitchen w/gas cook top, laundry room, gas 
dryer, alarm system, central vac, 2 zone heat-
ing air, garden , hot tub, gas BBQ, gardener 
incl. pets ok (650)269-1076 $5800
Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2500
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $1,850/mon
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $4000/mont
Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $1,850/mon
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $2750.00

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $4000/mo
Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $3800. mon
Palo Alto, 5+ BR/3 BA 
Newer,Big,CuDSac/5668038/$8150
Palo Alto, 5+ BR/4+ BA 
NEW 9BD*6.5BA/$9800*5668038 
Poltola Valley, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $ 16,500
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $3,600
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $2700/mo
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $3000
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $1,800.
Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $2600
Woodside, 4 BR/3.5 BA - $9,000

809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM. 
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)
Los Altos Hills, 1 BR/1 BA - $0
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1000 MAX
Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $850/month
Mountain View, Studio BR/Studio BA 
- $550/month
MV: Furn Room 
In home small fridge & micro. Male pref. 1 
block shoreline west Middlefield Rd. $450/
mo call before 9am 650-967-3724

Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1150

Redwood City, 2 BR/2 BA - $790.00

Sunnyvale, 2 BR/2 BA - $1000

810 Cottages for Rent
East Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1475

815 Rentals Wanted
Cottage Please

Housing Wanted - Exchange

Looking For Shared Housing!

Mid-peninsula, BR/ BA

Seeking Quiet 1 BR Apt.

Seeking Small Cottage/Room

820 Home Exchanges
Fine Home Design/Architecture

Green Cool Modern

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Belmont, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $1350000

East Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $268000

Los Altos Hills, 4 BR/3.5 BA - $2,495,000

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA 
$132,500 Mobile home in Mtn View, 
built 2001. 1100 sf, large kitchen, 
lots of windows. Near downtown. Low 
space rent of $577/month. For info: 
Peter Lee, Keller Williams Palo Alto, at 
650-454-8518.

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA - $155,750
MV: 4BR/2BA 
New mobile home. $159,000. Park rent 
$835 mo. 415/517-8877
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $929000
Redwood City, 2 BR/2 BA - $549000
Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $788,000
Redwood City, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $2999500
Redwood Shores, 5+ BR/4+ BA - 
$1,285,000
San Carlos, 3 BR/2 BA - 958,000
San Carlos, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $1195000
San Carlos, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $1195000

830 Commercial/
Income Property
PA: Downtown 
120-4355 sf offices for lease. Photos, 
plans, pricing: www.paoffices.com. 
650/776-5390

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares

Bed & Breakfast B&B Hotel

Green Cool Modern

Pajaro Dunes Condo 
2BR/2BA or 1BR/1BA. On beach, ocean 
view. Cable TV, VCR, CD, tennis, W/D. 
Pvt. deck, BBQ. Owner, 650/424-1747. 
hherzenber@aol.com

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
Colorado Foreclosure 
40 acres $29,900. Outstanding Views. 
Access to BLM Canyon Rec Land. 
Financing. Call 1-866-696-5263 x4843. 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
Stop Renting! 
Own A Home. 100% Financing. Zero 
Down. No Closing Costs. Federally 
Insured. 1st Time Buyer OK. Call 866-
903-8051. Green Planet Mtg. DOC 
LIC#4130948. (Cal-SCAN)

0.5% commission to Buy/Sell home

860 Housesitting
DEPENDABLE HOUSESITTER 
Menlo Park resident and Stanford 
Hospital affiliate. Refined, Reputable and 
Respectful. Available 6 to 9 months 
to serve a discriminating couple. Ken 
399-6640

YOU DON’T
NEED IT, SELL IT IN THE 
ALMANAC
MARKETPLACE

IF
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995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 230344 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Clearpath Media, 903 
Christopher Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025: 
Michael J. Murphy, 903 Christopher Way, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 This business 
is being conducted by an individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein on 7/7/1998. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk-Recorder of San 
Mateo County on 11/26/08. (Almanac 
Dec. 10, 17, 24, 31, 2008)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 230383 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Letgeorgedoit, 1320 
American Way, Menlo Park, CA 94025: 
George H. Walker, 1320 American Way, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 This business 
is being conducted by an individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein on N/A. This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk-Recorder of San 
Mateo County on 12/2/08. (Almanac 
12/17, 24,31, 2008, 1/7/09)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 230331 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Best Mower Shop, 474 First 
Avenue, Redwood City, CA 94063: David 
Martinez, 474 First Avenue, Redwood 
City, CA 94063 This business is being 
conducted by an individual. Registrant 
began transacting business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed herein 
on 7/1/07. This statement was filed with 
the County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on 11/26/08. (Almanac Dec. 17, 
24, 31, 2008, Jan. 7, 2009)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 230384 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Communication Technologies 
International, 1115 Altschul Avenue, Menlo 
Park, CA 94025: Christoph Pfistner, 1115 
Altschul Avenue, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
This business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 11/12/2002. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
12/2/08. (Almanac Dec. 24, 31, 2008, 
Jan. 7, 14, 2009)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT
File No. 230477 
The following individual(s) is (are) doing 
business as, Thermae, 103 Gilbert Ave., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025: Kings Road 
International, Inc., 405 El Camino Real, 
#327, Menlo Park, CA 94025 This busi-
ness is being conducted by an individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) listed 
herein on 12/01/08. This statement was 
filed with the County Clerk-Recorder of 
San Mateo County on 12/8/08. (Almanac 
Dec. 24, 31, 2008, Jan. 7, 14, 2009)

997 All Other Legals
Trustee Sale No. 08-14560 Title Order 
No. S809432 APN 063-640-060 NOTICE 
OF TRUSTEEâ ™S SALE YOU ARE IN 
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST 
DATED 11/1/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. On 1/6/2009 at 12:30PM, Old 
Republic Default Management Services, 
a Division of Old Republic National Title 
Insurance Company as the duly appointed 
Trustee pursuant to the Deed of Trust, 
Recorded on 11/09/2006 as Instrument 
No. 2006-169558 of official records 
in the Office of the County Recorder of 
San Mateo County, California, executed 
by: Lucia Amanoni, and Atonio Amanoni, 
wife and husband as joint tenants as 
Trustor, Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Saxon 
Mortgage Services, Inc., as Beneficiary, 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable in 
full at time of sale by cash, a cashier's 
check drawn by a state or national bank, 
a check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan association, 
savings association, or savings bank 

specified in section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business in 
this state). At: At the Marshall St. entrance 
to the Hall of Justice and Records, 400 
County Center, Redwood City, CA, all 
right, title and interest conveyed to and 
now held by it under said Deed of Trust 
in the property situated in said County, 
and state, and as more fully described 
in the above referenced Deed of Trust. 
The street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported to be: 1124 
Mandela Court, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
. The undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. Said sale will 
be made in an "AS IS" condition, but 
without covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured by 
said Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, 
as provided in said note(s), advances, if 
any, under the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
estimated fees, charges and expenses of 
the Trustee and of the trusts created by 
said Deed of Trust, to wit: $683,663.84 
(Estimated) Accrued interest and addi-
tional advances, if any, will increase this 
figure prior to sale. It is possible that at 
the time of sale the opening bid may be 
less than the total indebtedness due. The 
Declaration pursuant to California Civil 
Code, Section 2923.5(b) is attached here-
to as Exhibit A. Date: 12/10/2008 Old 
Republic Default Management Services, 
a Division of Old Republic National Title 
Insurance Company, as Trustee 600 City 
Parkway West, Suite 610, Orange, CA 
92868-2915 (866) 263-5802 For Sale 
Information Contact: Priority Posting 
and Publishing (714) 573-1965 Esther 
Valenzuela, Assistant Vice President 
EXHIBIT A TO NOTICE OF TRUSTEE 
SALE Trustee Sale No. 08-14560 Loan 
No. 2000237913 APN063-640-060 
DECLARATION OF LENDER, TRUSTEE OR 
AUTHORIZED AGENT UNDER CALIFORNIA 
CIVIL CODE SECTION 2923.5 (C) The 
undersigned is the lender, beneficiary, 
or its authorized agent under the Deed 
of Trust of Mortgage that is the subject 
of the Notice of Sale to which this 
Declaration is attached and made a part. 
In compliance with the requirements of 
California Civil Code section 2923.5(c), 
the undersigned does hereby declare as 
follows: (strike out or delete the option 
that is not applicable) 1. The borrower 
under said Deed of Trust or Mortgage 
has been contacted in order to assess 
the borrower's financial situation and to 
explore options for the borrower to avoid 
foreclosure. Or, 06/06/08 2. No contact 
has been made with the borrower. The 
following list enumerates the efforts that 
were made in order to make such contact 
with the borrower: (continue on attach-
ment, if more space is needed). Date: 
11/19/08 BY: Shari Landram (name 
of person signing and their corporate 
title) Shari Landram Default Coordinator 
P507390 12/17, 12/24, 12/31/2008 
(Published in the Almanac 12/17, 24, 
31, 2008)

Trustee Sale No. 08-14548 Title Order 
No. S809384 APN 063-038-383-32/063-
383-320-7 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED 
OF TRUST DATED 3/17/2006. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC 
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION 
OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A 
LAWYER. On 1/6/2009 at 12:30PM, Old 
Republic Default Management Services, 
a Division of Old Republic National Title 
Insurance Company as the duly appointed 
Trustee pursuant to the Deed of Trust, 
Recorded on 03/28/2006 as Instrument 
# 2006-044335 of official records in 
the Office of the County Recorder of 
San Mateo County, California, executed 
by: Nelida Contreras, a married woman, 
as her sole and separate property as 
Trustor, Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc. as nominee for Saxon 
Mortgage Services, Inc., as Beneficiary, 
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable in 
full at time of sale by cash, a cashier's 
check drawn by a state or national bank, 
a check drawn by a state or federal 
credit union, or a check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan association, 
savings association, or savings bank 
specified in section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business in 
this state). At: At the Marshall St. entrance 

to the Hall of Justice and Records, 400 
County Center, Redwood City, CA, all 
right, title and interest conveyed to and 
now held by it under said Deed of Trust 
in the property situated in said County, 
and state, and as more fully described 
in the above referenced Deed of Trust. 
The street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported to be: 1175 
Cypress Street, East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
. The undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. Said sale will 
be made in an "AS IS" condition, but 
without covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured by 
said Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, 
as provided in said note(s), advances, if 
any, under the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
estimated fees, charges and expenses of 
the Trustee and of the trusts created by 
said Deed of Trust, to wit: $606,357.49 
(Estimated) Accrued interest and addi-
tional advances, if any, will increase this 
figure prior to sale. It is possible that at 
the time of sale the opening bid may be 
less than the total indebtedness due. The 
Declaration pursuant to California Civil 
Code, Section 2923.5(b) is attached here-
to as Exhibit A. Date: 12/10/2008 Old 
Republic Default Management Services, 
a Division of Old Republic National Title 
Insurance Company, as Trustee 600 City 
Parkway West, Suite 610, Orange, CA 
92868-2915 (866) 263-5802 For Sale 
Information Contact: Priority Posting 
and Publishing (714) 573-1965 Esther 
Valenzuela, Assistant Vice President 
EXHIBIT A TO NOTICE OF TRUSTEE 
SALE Trustee Sale No. 08-14548 Loan 
No. 2000165038 APN063-038-383-32 
DECLARATION OF LENDER, TRUSTEE OR 
AUTHORIZED AGENT UNDER CALIFORNIA 
CIVIL CODE SECTION 2923.5 (C) The 
undersigned is the lender, beneficiary, 
or its authorized agent under the Deed 
of Trust of Mortgage that is the subject 
of the Notice of Sale to which this 
Declaration is attached and made a part. 
In compliance with the requirements of 
California Civil Code section 2923.5(c), 
the undersigned does hereby declare as 
follows: (strike out or delete the option 
that is not applicable) 1. The borrower 
under said Deed of Trust or Mortgage 
has been contacted in order to assess 
the borrower's financial situation and 
to explore options for the borrower to 
avoid foreclosure. Or, 05/02/08 again 
5/07/08 A3P 2. No contact has been 
made with the borrower. The following list 
enumerates the efforts that were made in 
order to make such contact with the bor-
rower: (continue on attachment, if more 
space is needed). Date: 11/19/08 BY: 
Shari Landram (name of person signing 
and their corporate title) Shari Landram 
Default Coordinator P507387 12/17, 
12/24, 12/31/2008
(Published in the Almanac 12/17, 24, 
31, 2008)
NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER 
ESTATE OF: Gerald Allen Wright, 
Amended. Case# 118334 To all heirs, 
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent credi-
tors and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, 
of Gerald Allen Wright. A PETITION FOR 
PROBATE has been filed by: Kimberly 
Johnson in the Superior Court of 
California, County of SAN MATEO. THE 
PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that 
Kimberly Johnson be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer the 
estate of the decedent. THE PETITION 
requests authority to administer the estate 
under the Independent Administration 
of Estates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless they 
have waived notice or consented to the 
proposed action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good cause why 
the court should not grant the authority. 
A HEARING on the petition will be held on 
January 6, 2009 at 9am, Dept. 14 of the 
Superior Court of California, San Mateo, 
400 County Center, Redwood City, CA 
94063. IF YOU OBJECT to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court before 

the hearing. Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. IF YOU ARE A 
CREDITOR or a contingent creditor of the 
deceased, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court 
within four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters as provided in section 
9100 of the California Probate Code. The 
time for filing claims will not expire before 
four months from the hearing date noticed 
above. YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by 
the court. If you are a person interested 
in the estate, you may file with the court a 
Request for Special Notice (form DE-154) 
of the filing of an inventory and appraisal 
of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code sec-
tion 1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk. 
Attorney for Petitioner: /s/ David H. Duff, 
034502, 260 Sheridan Ave., #200, Palo 
Alto, CA 94306 (The Almanac 12/17, 24, 
31, 2008)

T.S.#CR8-1383 Order: 1001606-05 File: 
CR8-1383 JP A.P. Number 080-073-110 
Notice of Trustee’s Sale under Deed Of 
Trust YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST, DATED February 27, 
2007, UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. Notice 
is hereby given that County Records 
Research, Trustee Division as Trustee, 
or Successor Trustee, Or Substituted 
Trustee pursuant to the Deed Of Trust 
executed by Hector Flamenco and Diana 
Flamenco, husband and wife Recorded 
on 03/01/2007 as Instrument No. 2007-
032087 in Book Page of Official Records 
in the office of the County Recorder of 
San Mateo County, California, and pursu-
ant to the Notice Of Default and Election 
to Sell thereunder recorded 9/2/2008 
in Book , Page , as Instrument No. 08-
099496 of said Official Records, will 
sell on 1/21/2009 at At the Marshall 
St. entrance to the Hall of Justice and 
Records, 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA at 12:30 PM at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash (payable 
at the time of sale in lawful money of the 
United States), all right, title and interest 
conveyed to and now held by it under 
said Deed Of Trust in the property situ-
ated in said County and State hereinafter 
described: As more fully described in 
said Deed of Trust. The property address 
and other common designation, if any, 
of the real property described above is 
purported to be: 135 Los Trancos Cir. 
Portola Valley, CA 94028 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability for 
any incorrectness of the property address 
and other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. The total amount of the 
unpaid balance of the obligation secured 
by the property to be sold and reasonable 
estimated costs, expenses and advances 
at the time of the initial publication of 
the Notice of Sale is: $1,644,968.36. In 
addition to cash, the Trustee will accept 
a cashier’s check drawn on a State or 
National Bank, a check drawn by a State 
or Federal Credit Union or a check drawn 
by a State or Federal Savings and Loan 
Association, Savings Association or 
Savings Bank specified in section 5102 of 
the Financial Code and authorized to do 
business in this State. In the event tender 
other than cash is accepted the Trustee 
may withhold the issuance of the Trustee’s 
Deed until funds become available to 
the payee or endorsee as a matter of 
right. Said sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, express or implied 
regarding title, possession or encum-
brances, to satisfy the indebtedness 

secured by said Deed, advances there-
under, with interest as provided therein, 
and the unpaid principal balance of the 
note secured by said Deed with interest 
thereon as provided in said note, fees, 
charges and expenses of the trustee and 
the trusts created by said Deed Of Trust. 
Dated: 12/19/2008 County Records 
Research, as said Trustee Trustee Division 
4952 Warner Avenue #105 Huntington 
Beach, CA, 92649 Trustee's Sale Line 
(714) 573-1965 Fax Number (714) 846-
8720 Sales Website: www.priorityposting.
com Phone number (714) 846-6634 
By: John C. Holmberg County Records 
Research, Trustee Div. P510921 12/31, 
1/7, 01/14/2009 (Published in the 
Almanac 12/31/08, 1/7, 14, 2009)

Vicki Svendsgaard
650.400.6668
vicki.svendsgaard@bankofamerica.com

Trusted Local 
Mortgage Expert

Public Notices

MENLO PARK

THINK GLOBALLY 
SHOP LOCALLY

THE PENINSULA’S FREE 
CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

COMBINING THE REACH OF THE WEB WITH PRINT ADS 

REACHING OVER 150,000 READERS!

ONLINE: fogster.com
E-MAIL: ads@fogster.com

PHONE: 650/326-8216

LEHUA GREENMAN

Best Wishes
for a 

New Year 
filled with 

Hope, Peace, 
Love and
Beautiful 
Memories!
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