AS ECONOMY TOTTERS, ‘ultra-luxury’ hotel complex
is set to open on Sand Hill Road in Menlo Park. Page 5
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ocated on Atherton’s premier street, this

home presents a classic example of French
provincial architecture. Perfectly aligned rows
of sycamores, formal gardens, and an extensive
inlaid stone motor court present the utmost in
European styling. Remodeled and updated
throughout with a decidedly French influence,
the design showcases varnished parquet floor-
ing, artistic wall finishes, and exquisite window
coverings. Spanning two levels of luxurious
living, the home’s personal accommodations
include 4 upper-level bedroom suites, au pair
quarters on the main level, plus a fully equipped
one-bedroom guest house. The formality of
the home continues outside with impeccably
manicured gardens, a pool, and expansive
pavilion for year-round entertaining - all
bordered by towering trees for the ultimate
in privacy. Menlo Park Schools.

- BRENT GULLIXSON . MARY GULLIXSON
Ad= y

ALAIN PINEL 650.543.1194 W : 650.543.1175
[ REALTORS | G ULLI XSO N 650.888.4898 Cell ] 650.888.0860 Cell
WWW.GULLIXSON.COM

»
bgullixson@apr.com * ¢ mgullixson@apr.com

Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Square footage and/or acreage information contained herein has been received from seller, existing reports, appraisals, public records and/or other sources deemed reliable. However, neither seller
nor list agent has verified this information. If this ormation is important to buyer in determining whether to buy or to purchase ce, buyer should conduc er's investigation. Photography ernard André
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1064 Cherry Stréet San Carlos
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Zack Wentz (seated, third from left), 16, smiles as his friends react to Villanova’s last-second victory
over Pittsburgh in the NCAA Tournament Saturday. Friends and neighbors held a block party to celebrate
Zack’s return from a Denver rehab facility, where he spent 10 weeks recovering from a spinal hematoma
that paralyzed him from the chest down. See story, Page 7.

Atherton

M Atherton fills revenue shortfall with reserve
funds. Page 20

Woodside

M Dr. Barry Rosen of Woodside, pioneer in
addiction medicine, dies at 61. Page 6

Menlo Park

M Menlo Park eyes plan to take equity stake
in homes. Page 5

B As economy totters, “ultra-luxury” Rosewood
hotel complex is set to open on Sand Hill
Road. Page 5

Portola Valley

B Town warms to idea of fire-safe building code.
Page 18

Schools

B Controversial math books get go-ahead from
Menlo Park City School District. Page 15

B Sequoia board to vote this week on Everest
facilities offer. Page 9

Food & Drink

B Chef Peter Rudolph aims to serve
approachable food rooted in local flavor at
new Madera restaurant. Cover, Section 2

Also Inside

Calendar ........ccoviieeneeneeneneenenns 30
Letters cvvvveenneeeneeeneeeaneneneeennans 22
Obituaries . ....ooieeeeeenerenereneeennens 21
Police Calls ....ocovviveiieiiennrnnennenns 21

CALLING ONTHE ALMANAC

On the cover

Jason Picetti, a former La Entrada School
math teacher, and his daughter, Emma, share a

birthday: On Wednesday, April 1, Jason turns 40,

and Emma marks her first year. On March 28,
family and friends gathered for a birthday party,
where this photo was taken by Michelle Le of
The Almanac. For the story on Mr. Picetti, who
suffers from ALS, a terminal illness, see Page 12.
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¢ Fashion Show & Lunch@on, Art to Wear - Friday, April 17

* Flavors of the Gardens, Arts and Food Festival - May 9 - 10am to 5 pm
Local vendors, wine tasting, kids activities, artists en plein air, live entertainment. Suggested donation: $5.00

e Mother’s Day Brunch, The Red Currant Cafe - Sunday, May 10
For more info visit: www.alliedartsguild.org or call 650-325-2450

ALLIED ARTS GUILD: 75 Arbor Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Stanlord_l
llnvmg School

Spring Break Savings Package

FREE CLASSROOM TRAINING with the purchase

of Freeway plus driver training
Must have coupon for this offer. Expires May 31, 2009

April and May In-Class Schedule
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4
Mon 4/13 Tues 4/14 Weds 4/15  Thurs 4/16
Sat 4/18 Sun 4/19 Sat 4/25 Sun 4/26
Sat 5/16 Sun 5/17 Sat 5/23 Sun 5/24

(650) 493-1978 » 3960 EI Camino Real, Palo Alto

To register online, please visit our website at:
www.StanfordDrivingSchool.com

Yes seniors ca7 live at home, with
the best trained caregivers
in North America.

Qﬁl‘rlﬂ"o

Home CAate | Assistance

1-866-4-Liveln”

Call toll-free: 1-866-462-2899
www.HomeCareAssistance.com
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SINCE 1889
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6 Bottles N Open 6:30AM - 8PM A

is offering L

Sale Dates: April 1,2, 3, 4 www.robertsmarket.com

PRODUCE Excling New Pinot Noir Rabers Tip ofthe Weck
% Here are some recent acquisitions WM 11/ 6J M

from some ofthe best’ and most hile some people imagine bricks
Ny / LONG ASPARAGU!

Red tag sale pric

| - . . ! and flue upon hearing the term
exciting, Pinot Noir producers in  “Dutch oven,” itis actually a cast-iron

C alzfo rnia cooking pot. During the 1600s, the Dutch

California perfected the manufacture of these
cooking vessels, which were shipped to
RED AND GREEN I'EAF !'ETTUCE 2006 Anthill, Farms, § 4 g9 England. In time, Dutch ovens with short
ew (ro son Valie legs, a tight lid, and a handle became
New Crop Anderson Valley 3 b
the favored cooker for boiling, baking,
COMICE PEARS ! . . stewing, frying and roasting. In fact,
Sweet 2008 Littorai § g9 this versatile Dutch oven was one of the
wee Sonoma Coast 39 pieces of gear that was carried by Lewis

LARGE FUJI APPLES

and Clark as they explored the American

2008 Littorai “Tes Larmes.” Northwest. The ovens are perfect for

$39 99  cooking over an open fire. These days,
Anderson Valle Dutch ovens, also known as casserole

y . dishes, are favored for their ability to go
Special this week at Roberts from oven to table.

2006 Deblinger “Goldridge”

] . $ 4399 At ROBERTS MARKET, we have
Russian River everything it takes to prepare a great
meal. We offer a wide variety of foods
from all over the world. We are your
2007 Brewer Clifton source for specialty foods, including
R $ 99_9 Indian, Asian, European, and other
‘Mount Carmel” Sta. Rita Hills 7 specialties. Our seasonal produce is
beautifully displayed in our large produce
$ department. We feature the finest
9929 produce, meats poultry, and seafood
available in the area, and we have a
The above wines assort for a 10% discount on 6 bottles. great selection of marinades, which
help change the taste of your favorite
meats. We pride ourselves on catering
o to our valued customers’ needs and
: on the high our wine department is the
most extensive in the area, more than
most liquor stores. Don't forget fresh cut
flowers from our floral department to
grace your table.

2006 Kistler, Kistler Estate

On Sale

GROCERY

Hint: Dutch ovens
are best suited for

CLOVER ORGANIC FARMS e e
_DELI

SANTA CRUZ ORGANIC SPARKLING ORGANIC MANGO 79 ¢

120z can-Also Lemon Lime-Plus Calif Redeem Value

oS s Capre Sl
PELEPONNESE PITTED KALAMATA OLIVES 5399 Sliced ripe tomatoes, fresh mozzarella,
6oz-Also Whole — lemon o;;ve oil, fresh basil

BETTY CROCKER FRUIT BY THE FOOT ROLLS S 'I 99 In our cheese case $7 99
doz y Grande Fresh Mozzarella Ib

NEWMAN’S ORGANIC CHICKEN FORMULA DOG FOOD ¢ 'Iﬂ $Q29 e SAVE s 1 00 "

120z can-Also Chicken + Brown Rice
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They built it

Bl As economy totters, “ultra-luxury” hotel complex
is set to open on Sand Hill Road in Menlo Park.

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

en Stanford broke
ground on its hotel/
office project off Sand

Hill Road in the fall of 2006, the
Dow had ticked over 12,000, and
home values were soaring.

On Thursday, officials will
smile for photos and cut the rib-
bon to celebrate the hotel’s grand
opening as the Dow struggles to
reach 8,000, and as Menlo Park
residents file out of foreclosed
homes on the east side of the city.

The economy has undergone a
sea change in the two and a half
years since construction began on
the complex, owned by Stanford
and operated by Dallas-based
Rosewood Hotels and Resorts.
But officials are confident there is
still a market for it.

The sprawling complex, spread
out over 16 acres near the inter-
section of Sand Hill Road and
Interstate 280 in Menlo Park,
includes 123 guest rooms, a
17,000-square-foot spa/gym, and
arestaurant (see Section 2). It also
boasts several meeting rooms,
and a ballroom suitable for events
such as wedding receptions, and

bar and bat mitzvahs.

Four new 25,000-square-foot
office buildings occupy five adja-
cent acres.

The complex promises to pro-
vide a much-needed boost to
the local economy. Twenty-seven
Menlo Park residents have been
hired in primarily low-wage posi-
tions, and the hotel will pad tax
revenues as the city confronts a
looming budget deficit of $2 mil-
lion or more.

‘Urban oasis’

Rosewood is marketing the
complex as sort of a sprawl-
ing California ranch house, an
“urban oasis” that will enable
guests to renew their connection
to the natural world. The hotel
is located in “pristine” territory,
offering “stunning views of the
Santa Cruz Mountains.”

The restaurant boasts food
fresh off the farm. Guests who
“indulge” in one three-and-a-half
hour spa treatment ($660 per
couple), “inspired by the magic
of the coastal forests,” will “find
(their) senses altered and (their)
sense of self magically trans-
formed.”

In addition to basic massages,

WooDsIDE |

will guests come?

PorRTOLA VALLEY

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

The new Rosewood hotel complex, located on Sand Hill Road near Interstate 280, features a 71-foot by 39-foot pool.

facials, manicures and pedicures,
customers can enjoy $2,700-plus
“spa gatherings” with friends.

Asked whether people can
afford such luxuries these days,
Mike Casey, managing director of
the Rosewood complex, said that
he hoped so.

The current economic climate
“is uncharted territory; we have
no history in times like these,”
Mr. Casey said. (Rosewood oper-
ates hotels in the U.S., Mexico,
Japan and Saudi Arabia, with
another set to open in Dubai in
2010).

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

income residents in their

homes, the city of Menlo
Park is considering a plan to
buy an equity stake in some of
those properties.

The plan, one of three
foreclosure-related measures
under consideration by the
Housing Commission at its
meeting Wednesday, April 1,
is essentially untested, accord-
ing to Housing Manager Doug
Frederick. The city would
first try to convince banks to
reduce the principal to near
market value, and would then
purchase equity in the home.

The number of Menlo Park
homes in some stage of the
foreclosure process has hov-
ered near 100 for months, the
vast majority of them in the

In an effort to keep low-

Belle Haven neighborhood on
the east side of the city, accord-
ing to the Web site realtytrac.
com. So far this year, about 40
Menlo Park homeowners have
defaulted on their mortgages.

Ashome prices have dropped,
many Belle Haven residents
have found that they owe more
in mortgage payments than
their home is worth.

The city is considering a
separate plan to buy foreclosed
homes, renovate them, and sell
them to people on the city’s
wait list for below-market-
rate housing. The city would
use $2 million of its below-
market-rate housing fund,
buying up three to four homes
at a time and recouping some
of its investment when it sold
the properties. The $2 mil-
lion would fund the eventual
purchase and renovation of
10 to 15 homes, Mr. Frederick

Menlo Park eyes plan to take equity stake in homes

estimates.

Menlo Park is also at work
on ajoint venture with Habitat
for Humanity to help Habi-
tat buy and refurbish up to
five homes. Under that plan,
the city would offer up to
$500,000 in total, with Habitat
providing $2 for every dollar
from the city.

The city-run plan to flip
foreclosed homes would ben-
efit low- to middle-income
homeowners, with the Habitat
plan aiding a lower income
bracket.

To be sure, the projects hinge
on a number of contingen-
cies. If banks aren’t willing to
absorb the difference between
the principal and market val-
ue, the city would not buy an
equity stake in homes. And
the plan to refurbish homes
depends on the availability of
suitable properties.

The proposal would also
have to clear a vote of the City
Council; Mr. Frederick hopes
to bring a recommendation to
the council before April’s out.

But if the projects get off the
ground, they would represent
a first step toward repairing
the damage inflicted on the
Belle Haven community by the
plummeting housing market.

“There has been a lot of
deterioration within the Belle
Haven neighborhood,” said
Councilman Andy Cohen at
a recent meeting with former
Menlo Park council members.
“It would benefit the whole
community.”

Mr. Cohen has been working
with East Palo Alto Council-
man Carlos Romero since the
fall of 2008 to come up with
ways to address the spate of

See FORECLOSE, page 8

“The market is ever-changing
out there, and the hotel world is
no exception,” he said. He added
that he is “extremely optimistic”
about the complex, saying he
feels there is a market for it.

See ROSEWOOD, page 8

Multiple fire drills
to take place in
Portola Valley

Tuesdays in April will be fire-
drill days in Portola Valley in
a month-long exercise by the
Woodside Fire Protection Dis-
trict.

Five to seven fire engines
from various agencies in San
Mateo County will gather at
Christ Episcopal Church at 815
Portola Road for morning and
afternoon exercises, said Bat-
talion Chief Don Romero of the
Woodside district. The nearby
open spaces at the Morsehead,
or El Mirador, property will be
the exercise venue on successive
Tuesdays of April 7, 14 and 21,
and for three days at the end of
the month, April 28-30.

The exercises will not involve
live fire, but will include train-

See FIRE, page 8
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Dr. Barry Rosen, pioneer in addiction medicine, dies at 61

Dr. Barry Rosen, who was
recognized internationally for
his expertise on the disease of
addiction, died at his home in
Woodside on March 20 after a
long illness. He was 61.

“He was more than a doctor, he
was a hero,” says colleague Andrea
Wilcox. “His life was dedicated to
treating the disease of addiction.
I can’t tell you how many people
have said ‘Barry Rosen saved my
life. Barry Rosen saved my son.
Barry Rosen saved my marriage.”

Dr. Rosen had been the medi-
cal director of the Sequoia Alco-
hol and Drug Recovery Center
since 1983, when it was a part of
Sequoia Hospital. In 1994, when
the Sequoia Center became inde-
pendent, it continued operating
under Dr. Rosen’s direction.

Dr. Rosen maintained a private
practice at the Behavioral Medi-
cine Clinic of the Peninsula, deal-
ing with all aspects of addiction
medicine and its presentations of
pain and psychiatric disorders.

He pioneered a pain clinic at San
Mateo General Hospital that has
been re-dedicated in his name.

Dr. Rosen took partin a USAID
grant to train physicians and
therapists in dealing with addic-
tion throughout the former Soviet
Union from 1991 to 1998. On one
of his many trips to Russia, he met
with Mikhail Gorbachev, accord-
ing to his nephew, Michael Frank,
of New York City.

He lectured at the Betty Ford
Clinic in Palm Desert and con-

(left to right)

Benjamin M. Maser, M.D.
John Connolly, M.D.
Steven Bates, M.D., M.S.
Roy Hong, M.D.

David N. White, M.D.
Mats Hagstrom, M.D.

Financing Options Available

&

Palo Alto Medical

Foundation
A Sutter Health Affiliate

Cosmetic Surgery Physicians

THE CURE FOR COMMON MEDICINE

Cosmetic Surgeon

wﬂuw«/f«,dmc,a

Skills, quality and results are key factors to
consider when deciding upon a surgeon. At the Palo
Alto Medical Foundation, each of our cosmetic
surgeons is Board Certified by the American Board of
Plastic Surgery, with extensive training and experience
utilizing the latest surgical and non-surgical
procedures to help you look and feel your best.

In order to help you make this important decision, any
of our talented cosmetic surgeons are happy to make
themselves available to you for a no-cost private
consultation. Let us answer your questions so you can
be confident that you are making(’gh

right for you.

To learn more, visit pamf.org/cosmeticsurgery,
or call 650-330-5804 to schedule your free private

consultation.

Complimentary Private Consultation

Palo Alto e 795 El Camino Real ¢ 650-330-5804
Mountain View e 1174 Castro Street #200 ¢ 650-404-8241
Fremont e 3200 Kearney Street ® 510-498-2134

pamf.org/cosmeticsurgery

e choice that is
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ducted ses- |
sions with [
medical stu-
dents at Stan-
ford Medical

School.
Born in
Brooklyn, |+ SUESugges
New York, he == e
> Dr.B R
completed his r- Barry Rosen

undergraduate work at Colgate
University and graduated from the
Chicago Medical School.

In 1977, he moved to San Diego,
where he became an emergency
room physician. In 1979 he moved
to Palo Alto, serving as an emer-
gency room doctor at Sequoia
Hospital before heading the alco-
hol and drug treatment center.

An avid tennis player, Dr. Rosen
was also a hiker and skier. He was

a drummer and lover of music.
Known for his sense of humor, he
was also a very spiritual man, say
friends and family.

He was honored with many
awards including the “Heroes in
the Fight” Award, presented by
the National Association of Men-
tal Illness; the Bronze Key from
the National Council of Alcohol-
ism and Drug Dependence; and
the Vernelle Fox Award from the
California Society of Addiction
Medicine.

Dr. Rosen is survived by his
wife, Linda Rosen; sisters Joyce
Starkey and Susan Frank; step-
sons Talbot Keefer and G. John
Keefer; nephew Michael Frank;
and niece Jackie Frank.

Memorial arrangements will be
announced at a later date.

Rich Gordon is officially look-
ing to trade his seat on the San
Mateo County Board of Super-
visors for a seat in the California
State Assembly.

Mr. Gordon, a Menlo Park
resident, will be taking advan-
tage of an open seat in the 21st
District when Assemblyman Ira
Ruskin is termed out of office in
2010. It’s no secret that he’s been
considering running, but he
made it official on March 18.

“Pm fully aware of the mess
in Sacramento. We must fix
the dysfunctional system and
make our government account-
able to the real needs of our

Rich Gordon to run for state Assembly

people,” Mr. Gordon said in his
announcement. “I'm confident
I can provide the leadership
that is needed for California.”

Mr. Gorton’s key endorse-
ments include that of Rep.
Anna FEshoo, D-Menlo Park,
and Mary Davey, a director
of the Midpeninsula Regional
Open Space District.

Mr. Gordon is a Democrat
currently serving his third term
on the county Board of Super-
visors. He previously served
two terms on the San Mateo
County Board of Education.
His announcement is online at
www.RichGordon2010.com.
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‘Is there anything I can do?’

Family finds plenty of help when young son is paralyzed by hematoma

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

arci Wentz didn’t know
Dhow her family would
doit.

Her son, Zack, 15, had woken
up one morning in December
during a family vacation in
Kirkwood with a stiff back,
severe chest pain, a pounding
headache, and tingling legs.

A helicopter transported him
to the Reno Hospital, where
doctors discovered a hematoma
pressing against his spine. By
the time they were able to drain
it, Zack had no movement or
sensation from the chest down.
(Doctors later determined that
the hematoma was not caused
by an injury.)

The family decided Zack — a
sophomore at Menlo-Atherton
High School — would be able
to get the best treatment at a
rehabilitation facility in Denver,
Colorado. Darci flew out with
her son Jan. 15, leaving her hus-
band, Brad, and their two other
children in Menlo Park.

She and Brad decided to fly
back and forth every four or five
days, with one caring for Zack
while the other manned the fort
at home.

That, Darci said, is when the
calls started pouring in.

“People would call and say: ‘Ts
there anything I can do?”” she
said. “I would say, ‘no no no,
but they’d press me, and I'd say,
‘Well, there really is something
you can do — do you really
mean that?’ They would say, ‘Of
course.”

Soon, neighbors were bringing
dinners to the Wentz’s house,
walking the family dog, and
baking cookies and brownies for
the Wentzs’ other children (Tay-
lor is a junior at M-A; Ryan is in
the eighth grade at Hillview).

Friends began to research pos-
sible treatments for Zack, and
scouted out local rehabilitation
facilities and sports programs;
people Darci didn’t even know
e-mailed her with medical advice,
putting her in touch with doc-
tors. An entire class of second
graders sent cards to Zack. A
family friend told her mother,
who lives in Denver, about Zack’s
condition; shortly thereafter, the
woman came by the hospital with
a homemade lasagna dinner.

“It goes on and on and on:
stories of kindness from people
who have done amazing things,”
Darci said.

Many were total strangers to
the family before Zack’s illness.

One friend set up a
morning coffee for Darci
at her home; about 75
women packed into the
house. She went from
person to person, thank-
ing them and receiving
advice and well wishes.

“There’s this percep-
tion that it’s this affluent com-
munity, that everyone is just into
themselves,” she said. “It’s so not
true. So many people were just
amazingly giving, loving, and
warm.”

On Friday night, March 27,
Zack returned home, after 10
weeks in Denver. Darci esti-
mates that over 300 friends and
neighbors turned out for a block
party to celebrate his return
Saturday afternoon.

‘Community was with us’

Not least among Darci’s con-
cerns during the ordeal has been
Zack’s emotional well-being. He
played tennis at M-A, and took
the first semester off this year to
attend an “outdoor adventure”
program in Switzerland that
involved skiing, hiking, and
rock climbing, among other
activities.

“Then he comes home, he’s
home for a week and a half, and
suddenly his world’s turned
upside down,” Darci said.

On weekends, Zack’s friends
would fly out to Denver. They
played ping-pong, with Zack
in a wheelchair. They set up a
baseball game in the recreation
room, using a bottle of hand san-
itizer for first base. One night,
they wrangled a few wheelchairs,
snuck into the cafeteria, and set
up an obstacle course.

“They were having so much
fun, it didn’t matter what the
circumstances were,” Darci said.
“They were just being high
school kids.”

Weeknights were hard for
Zack, alone in his hospital room
after his friends had flown home.
He would be exhausted after a
day of therapy. Complications
sprang up: several urinary tract
infections, a blood clot in his left
leg, a bout of pneumonia.

Doctors and nurses “were
always poking and prodding
him,” Darci said.

After Zack suffered the blood
clot, an LV. stand followed him
everywhere his went, delivering
blood thinner to his veins.

Darci noticed that it was about
8 p.m. every night, with nerve
pain setting in, when Zack’s
spirits would start to flag. She
mentioned this to one of her

-

Zach Wentz, 16,
was welcomed home
Saturday with a block
party. See another
photo on Page 3.

Photo by Eric Lawson

S

friends, and sure enough, Zack’s
phone started ringing around 8
p.m. every night.

“Having all this support made
all the difference in the world,”
Darci said. “It’s what held us up,
what made us able to do this.”

She and Brad felt that Denver
would be the best place for Zack
to do his rehab, but being so far
away from family and friends
worried them.

“We weren’t away from the
community, because the com-
munity made sure they were
with us,” Darci said.

Coming home

Zack’s homecoming was a
grand affair. People brought
hot dogs and hamburgers,
cakes and pies; a band of local
dads played. And after a semes-
ter in Switzerland and 10 weeks
in Denver, Zack got to reunite
with friends.

Now, he will settle into a life
with more of a semblance of rou-
tine. He came home to find that
his bedroom had moved down-
stairs, into the dining room.
Family friends got everything set
up: picking out color-coordinat-
ed drapes, scouring for shower
equipment and a commode.

He will continue an indepen-
dent study course in algebra that
he had started in Switzerland,
and will take two classes through
the Stanford Hospital.

Zack still has no movement
below his chest, but Darci is
hopeful that through the natural
healing process, developments
in stem-cell research, or divine
intervention, he will be able to
walk again.

She insisted that the story of
Zack’s rehabilitation isn’t a story
about Zack, but about the people
who have supported the family
and held him up. She painted a
big sign, thanking everyone for
their help, and planted it at the
entrance to the block party.

“I'm so grateful to have every-
one together to just celebrate,”
Darci said. “To celebrate good-
ness ... it just feels good.” |

Contact Zack

Want to hear more about Zack's
story, or send him a message?
Visit http://caringbridge.org/visit/
zackwentz

REAL ESTATE

Q&A

by Monica Corman

Moving Up

| a0

Q: I have been watching prices
soften for properties above $2
million and I am thinking that it
would be a good time to move up
from the starter home I current-
ly own to one that will serve my
growing family’s needs for a long
time. Do you agree with this?

A: Yes, this could be a good oppor-
tunity to move up to a larger home.
If you have job security and the
economic means to do this, your
timing could be excellent for such
a move. The market for properties
priced above $2 million has not been
as active as it has been for properties
in the lower range because lend-
ers have priced jumbo loans out of

reach of many buyers. This may be
about to change and if and when it
does, watch the higher end market
become more active.

You are smart to look at the period
we are in as a time to buy your
next property. Your starter home
will likely sell in a reasonable period
of time (if it is well priced and pre-
sented) and you should be in a posi-
tion to negotiate a good price for the
home you want to live in for the next
several years. Choose a house you
can grow in, in the best location you
can afford. Lock in a low loan rate
for up to 30 years, if possible. Then
you will have peace of mind know-
ing that your loan rate is stable.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
I also offer a free market analysis of your property.

SLICIC

LANDSCAPING

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION

Livingscapes
Masonry
Woodwork
Lighting
Water
Conservation
Dutdoor Living Space
Lighted SeatWal
Ambiant Lighting

Infratach Haatars

Gas Fireplace

650.726.1950
metrofolia.com

LICENSE #520108

1S

Steven Gray
650-743-7702
more information:
sgray@cashin.com

Local

Rekal Estate

knowledge
important.

Go to

www.PeninsulaSpecialist.com

and select the

up to date report

of your choice for...

Atherton

Menlo Park

Portola Valley
or Woodside
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Rosewood hotel complex
opens doors Thursday

ROSEWOOD

continued from page 5

Rosewood is currently offering
rooms for aslow as $200, a far cry
from the $400 to $450 officials
initially projected as the rate for
standard rooms. Mr. Casey said
the pricing would be “dynamic,”
rather than fixed.

The hotel includes 91 single
rooms ranging from $200 to
$495 a night, 30 suites from $395
to $950 a night, and two “vil-
las” from $1,500 to $3,500. The
rooms are housed in several low-
slung “cottages.”

During April, the hotel’s first
month of operation, guests will
be greeted upon arrival with a
gratis glass of champagne. They
can use a single remote control
to adjust the lighting, change
the TV channel, order room
service, and send housekeepers
and valets scurrying. Dogs will
be accommodated for a $50 fee,
and will be provided bowls of Fiji
water.

The spa facility includes 13
“treatment” rooms, a fitness
center, dance/yoga studio, salon,
cafe, and a jewelry store. There’s
also a couples’ suite with its own
outdoor courtyard, complete
with whirlpool.

Finances

What does the new resort
mean for local towns, and for the
environment?

It promises to generate a sub-
stantial amount of revenue for
Menlo Park, the reason the City
Council approved the project. A
city-hired consultant estimated
that the city would rake in $1.3
million from the resort in its
first year of operation and $1.9
million in its fourth year, but
that calculation was made in the
breezy economic climes of early
2006. The city is counting on
$250,000 for the fourth quarter

of the 2008-09 fiscal year, which
ends June 30 — a “conservative”
estimate, according to Finance
Director Carol Augustine.

Hotel guests will be the pri-
mary contributors to the city’s
coffers: 10 percent of each room
bill will go to the city of Menlo
Park, in the form of a transient
occupancy tax. The city also
stands to benefit from property,
sales and utility taxes, as well as
“franchise fees.”

Footprint

The Sand Hill complex figures
to have a big impact on another
set of data the city has been
tracking of late: carbon emis-
sions. Environmentalists will
likely cringe at the description
of an eight-headed shower in the
spa, at a time when the city is
funding the distribution of low-
flow showerheads to residents
through a “house call” pro-
gram.

The facility is not LEED-
certified. Stanford and Rose-
wood officials said they have not
calculated the facility’s “carbon
footprint,” and that there are
currently no plans to purchase
carbon offsets.

But “sustainable methods”
were used in designing the
hotel, said Steve Elliott, manag-
ing director of development
projects for Stanford University.
The buildings, constructed with
“low-emission” concrete aug-
mented with fly ash, are designed
to allow for a lot of sunlight, and
to retain heat.

The landscaping includes
drought-tolerant plants. Stan-
ford employed “low-flow” toi-
lets, “high-performance window
technology,” an automated irri-
gation system, and storm water
infiltration techniques, accord-
ing to Mr. Elliott.

Mr. Casey, the hotel’s manag-
ing director, added that the spa
will try to use local products,

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Electrical foreman Scott Hodson works on floor outlets in the library lobby of the Rosewood Sand Hill hotel.

and that the restaurant will
cull herbs from a garden on
the property. Employees will be
trained to recycle and turn off
lights, Mr. Casey said; guests
will be encouraged to do so.

Mr. Elliott said he didn’t know
whether any fluorescent lighting
was installed; Mr. Casey didn’t
mention it.

During construction, Stan-
ford covered over nearly an
acre of wetlands that provided
a nesting habitat for two bird
species — the Alameda song
sparrow and salt marsh com-
mon yellowthroat— in addition
to invertebrates and tree frogs.
To compensate, Stanford was
required to create an acre and
a half of new wetland habitat,
near where San Francisquito
Creek crosses the far end of the

property.

Traffic

Residents will also see the
impact of the hotel/office proj-
ect on their streets. The office
buildings and resort facilities
will generate about of 2,800
new car trips per day, with most

of those trips confined to Sand
Hill Road, according to the
consultant who conducted the
environmental review process.
About 360 of those trips will
pass through downtown Menlo
Park.

The city used the $430,000
paid by Stanford in traffic-
mitigation fees to replace the
traffic signal at the entrance

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
In preparation for the hotel's opening this week, Chase Hoblatzell and
Chase Weimer hang artwork inside the spa.

to the facility, according to the
city’s transportation depart-
ment. (The green light will last
longer for drivers on Sand Hill.)
And right turns will be allowed
from a second lane on the
northbound side of Interstate
280.

Stanford will also run shuttles
to the complex from the Caltrain
station, at the behest of the city. &

Menlo Park weighs three plans to deal with foreclosures

FORECLOSE

continued from page 5

foreclosures. In addition to
depressed real estate values that
cause the community to atro-
phy, there’s a risk that vacant
homes will be taken up by
crack dealers and squatters, Mr.
Cohen said.

In buying a stake in homes,
the city would not be assuming
a great deal of risk, according to
Mr. Frederick.

“We’ll be responsible in whom
we pick to do this with,” he said.

“Where it does work, we’re tick-
led pink to help (homeowners)
out. But if it doesn’t, we’re not
gonna stick our neck out for it
to get chopped off.”

He estimates that about 20 per-
cent of homeowners — those who
have other debts, on credit cards
or cars — would not be good
candidates for the program.

But if banks agree to lower a
loan’s principal, some homeown-
ers might not need any additional
help from the city, he said.

The city has not yet identi-
fied a source of funding for
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the program, but the redevel-
opment pool — set aside for
improvements in an area that
encompasses Belle Haven —isa
likely candidate. The city would
recoup its investment when the
property owner decided to sell
the house, according to Mr.
Frederick. It could also choose
to package its shares in several
homes to sell to a third party.
The city would invest about
$90,000 in each home, Mr.
Frederick said — 30 percent of a
representative $300,000 home.
EARN, a San Francisco-based

company that has been devel-
oping a plan independent of
Menlo Park to buy equity in
homes, would advise the city,
and help homeowners to rene-
gotiate terms with banks. The
group is offering its assistance
pro bono (save a small service
charge to homeowners) because
it is looking to test its model in
the hopes of taking it to a wider
market, Mr. Frederick said.

San Mateo County has not
received any federal funding to
deal with foreclosures, but the
city may be able to find other
sources of funding to amplify its
efforts, Mr. Cohen said. &

FIRE

continued from page 5

ing on laying hoses, protecting
structures, deploying fire-safety
shelters and other “offensive and
defensive” firefighting tactics,
Mr. Romero said.

The Woodside district serves
Portola Valley, Woodside and
nearby unincorporated areas
of the county. The visiting
firefighters will be from Red-
wood City, Belmont, San Carlos,
Menlo Park, Foster City and the
county, Mr. Romero said.
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Council OKs $18.8 million in projects

The Menlo Park City Council
on March 24 approved a total of
$18.8 million in new projects for
the fiscal year beginning July 1.

The project list won’t be final-
ized, however, until the council
signs off on the 2009-10 budget,
a vote that likely won’t happen
until June.

Thebulk of the money — $17.2
million — would go toward four
major projects: construction of
a new gymnasium at Burgess
Park, renovation of Kelly Park,
street resurfacing, and a new
water pump station in Sharon
Heights.

Most of the funding would
come from purses that don’t
contribute to the city’s ongoing
budget operations, such as bond
measures, water usage rates,
state redevelopment funds, and
cash for mitigation efforts from
development projects.

A total of $2 million would
come from the city’s capi-
tal improvement fund, and
$100,000 from its general fund.

Councilman John Boyle dis-
sented in the March 24 vote,
and Councilman Andy Cohen
abstained. Mr. Boyle has said he
is concerned the city is trying
to take on too many projects,
especially in these uncertain

® MENLO WATCH

economic times.

Mr. Cohen, who has been
fairly quiet in recent budget dis-
cussions, said he had a gloomier
view of the prospects for eco-
nomic recovery than his fellow
council members.

After fire,
Peet’s reopens

Less than two weeks after a
four-alarm fire broke out above
Peet’s Coffee & Tea in Menlo
Park, Peet’s is back in business.

The popular morning hangout
reopened at 6 a.m. Saturday,
March 28, 11 days after the
March 17 fire. The fire also shut
down the Calla clothing bou-
tique next door, and the profes-
sional offices upstairs.

Peet’s wiring had been isolated
from the rest of the building,
and the shop suffered only
minor water and smoke dam-
age, according to a Menlo Park
building official.

Council OKs changes
in garbage rates, fees

Menlo Park residents and
businesses will see an 18 percent

increase in their garbage collec-
tion rates this year.

In addition to the higher
garbage rates, the City Council
approved several fee changes
at its March 24 meeting. Those
include new fees for film produc-
tion companies, higher penalties
for false alarms, a slight increase
in downtown parking permits,
and a shift in the way the city
calculates building fees.

Under the new garbage rates,
residents with a 32-gallon can
will pay $14.81 per month. Cur-
rent monthly rates are $12.55.
The new rates will begin July 1
for single-family residences. For
commercial and multi-family
residences, the rates are retroac-
tive to Jan. 1.

The increase is so steep because
recent rate increases haven’t
matched rising costs, said John
McGirr, the city’s revenue and
claims manager. Council mem-
bers expressed frustration at
inaccurate estimates by Allied
Waste, saying that was part of
the reason they signed off on the
switch to a new waste provider,
beginning in 2011.

Under current estimates, resi-
dents would see another 14 per-
cent increase in garbage rates in
2010.

Sequoia board to vote on Everest facilities offer

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

“final offer” of facilities
to Everest (charter) Public
igh School is scheduled

for a vote by the governing board
of the Sequoia Union High School
District at a meeting set to start at
5:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 1, at
the district office, 480 James Ave.
in Redwood City.

Everest rejected the Sequoia
district’s Jan. 26 offer of four por-
table buildings to be installed at
763 Green St., a residential street
in East Palo Alto. An adult school
would use the portable buildings
in the evenings.

Everest officials, who plan to open
the charter school in September,
asked instead for five classrooms
and office space in an unused class-
room building at the Sequoia High
School campus in Redwood City.
The Sequoia district faced an April
1 deadline to respond.

Everest said the district’s initial
offer “blatantly” violated the law
by not making a “reasonable
effort” to meet Everest’s request
for facilities that are “reasonably
equivalent” to what is offered at
Menlo-Atherton High School.

The Sequoia district did not
respond to The Almanac by press
time on what changes, if any, were

Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ at The Sequoias

> <

Bizet’s “Carmen” will be per-
formed at 2 p.m. Saturday, April
4, in Hansen Hall at The Sequoias
in Portola Valley.

The performance will be pre-
sented by Verismo Opera, a trav-
eling opera
group, accom-
panied by a
live orchestra.
The performance of comedy and
tragedy is free and open to the
public.

The Sequoias is located at 501
Portola Road in Portola Valley. For
more information, call 851-1501.

MP author to read
from his first novel

Nick Taylor, a Menlo Park
resident, will read from the just-
released paperback edition of his
first novel, “The
Disagreement,” at
Borders books in
Palo Altoat 1 p.m.
Thursday, April 2.

The novel follows a South-
ern medical student during the
Civil War who is pressed into duty
treating wounded soldiers.

Border’s is located at 456 Uni-
versity Ave. in Palo Alto.

made to its offer. A district staff
report will be available at the dis-
trict office on Tuesday, March 31,
according to the agenda.

Everest has threatened a lawsuit
if its requests are not fulfilled.

Everest would be modeled on
Summit Preparatory Charter
High School in Redwood City,
now in its sixth year and with
many more applicants than avail-
able seats each year.

Everest and the Sequoia district
have been at odds since September
2008, when the board voted 4-1 to
reject Everest’s petition for a char-
ter. The district lobbied against
Everest to the board of the San
Mateo County Office of Educa-
tion, which voted 5-2 against the
petition in December.

Two panels in Sacramento dis-
agreed. The Advisory Commis-
sion on Charter Schools gave
Everest its unanimous approval in
February, as did the state Board of
Education in March when it
approved Everest’s charter. B
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o
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Sponsored by the Palo Alto Area Mills College Club
to benefit the scholarship program for students of
Mills College from San Mateo and Santa Clara
Counties and the endowment fund of the Mills
College Alumnae Association.
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MIKE GARL PAINTING ANNOUNCES
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A GREEN PAINTING COMPANY

Environmentally Safe | Zero Voc | Minimal odor

With every FREE ESTIMATE we will pick up & safely
recycle your old paints. valid thru 5/30/09.

www.mikegarlpainting.com
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Presented by
Mark Schmidt

Licensed Optician

EYEGLASS MAKEOVER

If you update your wardrobe and hairstyle,
why not your eyeglasses? A pair of old frames
can date a person as much as an outdated
hairstyle. It is an accepted fact of modern
life that eyeglasses no longer serve solely
functional roles. As a fashion accessory, eye-
glasses also say a lot about who you are. It is
no secret that people in the public eye often
make themselves over bwith a switch to new
eyeglasses. Some wear eyeglasses to create a
new look even if they don’t need eyeglasses to

see better. In this respect, the switch to glasses
has more to do with how people see them.
Make sure that your prescription is updated
along with your new frames.

If you're clearing out your closet and mak-
ing room for new spring clothing, it may
be a good time to also consider a new pair
of frames. Bring your eyewear prescription
to MENLO OPTICAL at 1166 University
Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove Avenue
and University Drive. We can help you select
frames that fit properly on the bridge of your
nose and that flatter your facial construction.
You can reach us at 322-3900.

PS. Be sure to add an anti-reflection coat
to your next pair to enhance your vision as
well as your looks.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

Explorning a Sense of Place
Connect with the Earth, others and yourself.

Areyou....

yearning for a sense of belonging
to the place where you live?

interested in obtaining a deeper
understanding of our ecosystem
and watershed?

concerned about climate change
and how to make a positive
response?

Join Exploring a Sense of Place in a year-long exploration of
our local region with some of the area’s most gifted
naturalists. Our program begins in May, and meets

one Monday evening and one Saturday per month.

FREE Introductory evening,
RSVP NOW as space is limited
Monday, April 20 from 7 - 9 p.m.
1023 Corporation Way, Palo Alto

For more details visit us online at www.exploringsenseofplace.org,
To RSVP, call 650-938-9300 ext 12 or
email jcronin@exploringsenseofplace.org

B2WMAN

INTERNATIONAL

SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

g

Lower School - Grades K -5

s
P

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

s
S

Individualized, self-directed program

s
P

Rich international and cultural studies

s
S

Proven, Montessori approach

s
P

State-of-the-art facility

s
S

Low student-teacher ratio

s

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA ® Tel: 650-813-9131
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PV venture capitalist in Obama spotlight

B Paul Holland introduces president at clean-tech event.

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

resident Barack Obama
Pbegan his March 24 press

conference by commenting
on the topic of job creation. “And
yesterday;” he said, “I met with a
man whose company is reopen-
ing a factory outside of Pittsburgh
that’s rehiring workers to build
some of the most energy-efficient
windows in the world.”

Mr. Obama was talking about
Portola Valley resident and ven-
ture capitalist Paul Holland, who
was called to Washington in his
capacity as vice-chair of the board
of Sunnyvale-based Serious Mate-
rials, a manufacturer of efficient
windows and drywall made with
a process that cuts greenhouse
gas emissions. Serious Materials
recently reopened a shuttered
window factory in Western Penn-
sylvania.

At a March 23 gathering of
clean-tech entrepreneurs at the
Eisenhower Office Building on
the White House grounds, Mr.
Holland spoke in support of the
president’s proposal for a 10-year
extension of a federal tax credit on
research and development.

The event had initially seemed
to Mr. Holland like a “small trade
show” for the president on clean
technology, but things evolved
to put Mr. Holland in a public
speaking role after the original
speaker, the chief executive of
Serious Materials, had other com-
mitments.

The new arrangement also
became an opportunity for the
president to announce his tax-
credit proposal.

A surreal experience

With plans for the event in place,
on the afternoon of Saturday,
March 21, the White House called
the Holland-Yates residence in
Portola Valley — Mr. Holland is
married to green-building advo-
cate Linda Yates.

“You have been moved up to the
‘main program,” the caller said,
which included giving a speech
and introducing the president. “I
said, ‘Oh. ... Oh really,” Mr. Hol-
land recalled. “I was just shocked
down to my toes.”

A call to his mother-in-law
arranged babysitting and the cou-
ple hopped on a plane, where he
said he put together his speech
based on material from the Web.

In their room at the Hay-Adams
hotel on Lafayette Square, Mr.
Holland said he practiced his
speech on Sunday. At one point he
stood, partially dressed, speech in
hand, and looked out the window
at the White House. “T just turned
to Linda and said, “Thisis surreal,”
he said.

At the White
House the next
day, after a secu-
rity check of Mr.
Holland’s bag of
samples and pro-
motional items,
they were led to
an ante-chamber
that serves as a
green room for
the 120-seat the-
ater.
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PAUL HOLLAND

Serious Materials

The “sleepy”
mood in the
room built slow-
ly into a buzz,

Board Member

then “the excite-
ment went way
up,” Mr. Holland
said. The Secret
Service came in, followed by
the president. “He was very ani-
mated and engaged,” Mr. Holland
said. “He looks good. He looks
healthy.”

Mr. Holland said he showed Mr.
Obama a photo of his wife, Ms.
Yates, who had chaired the Obama
campaign’s national women’s cau-
cus. “Oh, I remember her,” Mr.
Obama replied.

“He was very gracious,” Mr. Hol-
land said.

When he asked Mr. Obama if
he would wear a Serious Materials
lapel pin, the president declined,
saying that ifhe did it for one com-
pany, he’d have to do it for them
all, Mr. Holland said.

Then a young man with a
“spiked haircut,” Mr. Holland
said, and a speaking style like that
of Saturday Night Live announcer
Don Pardo announced a two-min-
ute warning and they all reviewed
the walk-through onto the stage.

Mr. Holland, who was follow-
ing Mr. Obama on stage, said the
president went over the procedure
again with him to ensure no
stumbles.

A rust-belt rebound

In October 2008, Serious Mate-
rials acquired a window factory
in Vandergrift, Pennsylvania, for
“8 cents on the dollar,” Mr. Hol-
land said.

The factory reopened March
16 with a core of the old factory’s
laid-off staff, who are now mak-
ing highly efficient windows. The
remaining workers, all of whom
stilllive in the area, are likely to be
rehired, too, Mr. Holland said.

“As these traditional makers
have gone broke, we’ve been able
to go in and inhabit the bodies, as
it were, and reopen,” Mr. Holland
said. “We're trying to build the
most energy efficient plant in the
world.”

Mr. Holland is a general part-
ner with Foundation Capital in
Menlo Park. As a venture capi-
talist, he has helped take public

From C-Span online video

Paul Holland of Portola Valley introduced President
Barack Obama to a group of entrepreneurs.

a number of companies, includes
Kana Communications and Pure
Software. He sits on the boards
of several companies, including
Bella Pictures, CalStar Cement,

TuVox — as well as Serious
Materials, according to his online
biography.

Can domestic clean-technology
manufacturing draw talent and
capital away from the financial
industry, where compensation
and return-on-investment are
traditionally high, or used to be
before the recession?

Mr. Holland recalled a talk he
gave on clean technology at Dart-
mouth University in 2002, when
one out of 10 responding students
came to him with a clean-tech
idea. Today, that rate is seven of
10, he said.

But challenges remain. Private
equity and hedge fund money
that used to fund a second or
third factory is now gone, and
the government has to step in, he
said. “I think, with the stimulus,
it’s a huge push.”

In his prepared remarks at the
event, Mr. Obama sounded a call
to duty.

“It’s said that necessity is the
mother of invention. At this
moment, we need you,” he said to
the gathering of entrepreneurs.
“We need some inventiveness.
Your country needs you to create
new jobs and lead new indus-
tries. Your country needs you to
mount a historic effort to end,
once and for all, our dependence
on foreign oil.”

The country is facing hard
choices on energy independence,
climate change and the jobs of the
future, he added.

“We know the right choice,”
Mr. Obama said. “We have
known the right choice for a gen-
eration. The time has come to
make that choice, to act on what
we know.” Bt

Go to tinyurl.com/cl7usc for a
C-Span broadcast of the event.
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Facing terminal
ilIness

head-on,
beloved teacher

Jason Picetti

offers lessons
in courage &
determination

Adventures of ALS Boy

Jason Picetti’s blog, The Adventures of
ALS Boy, is at alsboy.wordpress.com
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s it possible to sum up a life in six words? Jason Picetti, a man who
embraces challenge, recently decided to try.

Inspired by SMITH magazine’s “Six Word Memoir” project, the

La Entrada Middle School math teacher wrote and rejected several mini-

memoirs before settling on the half-dozen words he believes best describe

who he is, at present, in the roiling, rapidly changing world he has come

STORY BY RENEE BATTI « PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHELLE LE

Above, Fehmeen gives

her husband a shave on

the morning of his birthday
party. Opposite page, top,
Emma and Jason wait in the
kids' department at Macy’s
while Fehmeen chooses

the dress Emma will wear
for her first birthday party.
Below, Fehmeen, Jason and
Robin Tobias watch Robin’s
daughter, Leah Worthington,
perform at the recent M-A
Dance Team Show.

SPIRIT UNAFFECTED

Those who know and love
“Mr. P” have over the last year
witnessed the process that has
irreversibly compromised his
speech and movement, reducing
his spoken words to what he calls
“mumblese” and confining him
most of the time to a wheelchair.

But they also have marveled
over the courage and tenacity

shown by the young husband
and father who, in February
2008, was diagnosed with a
terminal illness: amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS), also
known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease,
a neurodegenerative disease
affecting the nerves cells that
control muscle movement.

The diagnosis sent the school
community, as well as his close-
knit circle of family and friends,
into a tumult of disbelief and
sorrow. Married less than two
years to fellow La Entrada teacher
Fehmeen Khan, and with their
first child on the way, the man
who had never taken a sick day
off from the classroom seemed
the most unlikely candidate for a
fatal illness.

to inhabit: “Speech and movement compromised; spirit unaffected.”

“.. Mr. P could not have this,
they must be mistaken, this can-
not happen,” student Diane Mas-
ket said in a graduation speech
that June, recalling her first reac-
tion to the news.

Diane was among the eighth-
graders in Mr. Picetti’s algebra
class during what turned out to
be his last year of teaching. Once
the students finally accepted the
truth, their learning experience
went far beyond algebra. They
were given a powerful lesson in
courage, which, Mr. Picetti taught
them by example, means “facing
your largest fears and tackling
them until they are not a fear any-
more,” Diane said in the speech.

“The class turned out to be
as much of a class on life as it
was on math,” Ms. Khan said in
a recent interview. Mr. Picetti
added: “I never once thought
about quitting. I wanted to fin-
ish the year, no matter what.”

Although he struggled with the
decision about whether to return
to the classroom last August,
with special equipment to help
him communicate, he eventually
decided against it. “It came down
to wanting to spend more time
with Emma,” their new baby, he
said. “Tt was an important lesson
for me — learning priorities.”

This school year, he has accom-
panied his wife, a sixth-grade
teacher, to school most days,
spending much of his time in
Room 25, where teachers come
by to visit and play card games on
their breaks, and former students
drop by to talk.

Here, he also immerses himself
in another pursuit: Since late last
August, Mr. Picetti has blogged
to the world The Adventures of
ALS Boy — a name he chose in
reference to “my love of the geeky
world of comics,” he says.

Why would a blog about a fatal
disease have more than a hint of
fun and joviality imbedded in the
title? Well, to answer that question
as succinctly as possible, I guess that
Lam tired of feeling sorry for myself.
I am tired of crying about it and I

refuse to let this disease rule my life
and control my spirit. ... I plan to
enjoy every second I have with my
wonderful family and incredible
friends. I plan to do things and go
places and experience life with a
(relatively) reckless abandon.

— The Adventures of ALS Boy,
Aug. 22, 2008

Jason and Fehmeen, who mar-
ried in June 2006, did their share
of crying after hearing the ALS
diagnosis. Since the previous fall,
he had noticed a change in his
ability to talk, and to sing—a skill
of great importance to the ardent
musician who played keyboard
and sang in a band for 15 years.

At the time the symptoms
began, Ms. Khan was three
months pregnant.

As other symptoms began
to appear, Mr. Picetti went to
his doctors for help. He was at
tirst mistakenly diagnosed with,
among other things, Bell’s palsy.

Physical therapist Robin Tobi-
as, whose daughter, Leah Wor-
thington, had been Mr. Picetti’s
student, began working with
him in December, and had “a
sinking feeling” that he had been
misdiagnosed and that he was
suffering from ALS, Ms. Tobias
says in an e-mail. She urged him
to go back to Kaiser to be re-
evaluated, and the subsequent
testing confirmed her fears after
“a grueling couple of months” of
uncertainty, she recalls.

“When I found out I was
pregnant and I told (Jason),
it was probably the happiest
moment of both of our lives,”
Ms. Khan says. “Who would’ve
thought that only a few months
later, we would experience the
worst moment of both our lives
together?”

This was February, and their
baby was due the next month.

I go to a place of hope when I look
into my beautiful Emma’s eyes.
When I gaze into those limpid pools
of blue gray tranquility, I catch a
glimpse of her future, both near and
distant. Walking, talking, singing,

and dancing. Reading books, riding
a bike, going to school, and making
friends. Driving a car, graduating
from school, getting married, and
becoming a mother.

— The Adventures of ALS Boy,
March 12, 2009

But Emma had other plans —
she was 10 days late arriving in
the world. “And I'm always very
punctual,” Ms. Khan notes with
a shrug.

Emma’s tardiness may have
made her mother’s life a bit more
difficult for a time, but it gave
her father tremendous joy: Her
delay means father and daughter
share a birthday. On April 1, Mr.
Picetti turns 40, and Emma logs
in Year No. 1.

“People say there’s a reason for

Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as
Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is a progressive neurode-
generative disease that affects nerve cells in the
brain that control muscle movement.

According to the ALS Association:

B Early symptoms of ALS often include increas-
ing muscle weakness, especially involving the arms
and legs, speech, swallowing or breathing.

B Most people who develop ALS are between
the ages of 40 and 70, with an average age of 55
at the time of diagnosis.

B The life expectancy of an ALS patient aver-
ages about two to five years from the time of

diagnosis.

B About 5,600 people in the U.S. are diag-
nosed with ALS each year. The incidence of
ALS is two per 100,000 people, and it is esti-
mated that as many as 30,000 Americans may
have the disease at any given time.

B ALS is difficult to diagnose. To date, there
is no one test or procedure to ultimately estab-
lish the diagnosis of ALS. It is through a clini-
cal examination and series of diagnostic tests,
often ruling out other diseases that mimic ALS,
that a diagnosis can be established.

For more information, go to alsa.org

everything,” Ms. Khan says, but
“I don’t know what the reason
is for what has happened in our
lives.” She notes that she and
Jason discussed whether they
should start a family so early in
the marriage, but the 13-year
age difference ultimately made it
seem like a good idea.

“If he was sick, and we knew i,
would we have ever had a baby?
Probably not,” she says.

Although the arrival of a baby
amidst such tumult was difficult,
they are convinced they made the
right decision. “When you meet
Emma, youll know why,” Mr.
Picetti says, beaming.

“Emma has really been our
hope,” he says, writing later in

See MR. P, page 14

‘When I found out I was pregnant and I told (Jason), it was probably the happiest moment of both of our lives. Who would’ve
thought that only a few months later, we would experience the worst moment of both our lives together?” - reameen kuan
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At right, former
student Elle Allen pays
“Mr. P" a visit after
school, accompanied
by Anton Savinov, left,
and Diana Romley. Mr.
Picetti spends much

of the school day in
Room 25 at La Entrada
School. Far right,
physical therapist Robin
Tobias stretches Mr.
Picetti's leg at the end
of a session, which she
provides weekly.

For more photos, go to
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

‘T'm certainly not living my life the way I imagined it but who really does, anyway.

MR. P

continued from page 13

an e-mail: “In the months prior
to her birth, when we were anx-
ious about having a baby, and
the shocking newness and sad-
ness about my diagnosis, Emma
was an oasis that the two of us
could go to in order to escape
the seeming nightmare of our
current reality.

“Once Emma arrived, she
became more like an angel sent
to our little family to provide
us with more joy and light and
love than we ever imagined. And
especially now, when I see and
interact with my beautiful baby,
I forget all about things like my
life expectancy with ALS in lieu
of visions of our shared future
together.”

The baby’s name was his idea.
The couple debated the name for
some time before she was born,
but at 3 o’clock one morning,
Mr. Picetti had a dream, he says
in his blog. “I woke Fehmeen
up immediately and told her we

should name our baby Emma.
I explained to her that in my
dream the letters in the name
Emma represented the words
Every Moment Matters. The
Always part came a few days lat-
er, courtesy of my Aunt Nancy.”

I go to a place of gratitude when
I think of the sacrifices my fam-
ily has made on my behalf. Your
unwavering commitment to my
health and well being is inspir-
ing beyond my meager ability to
adequately describe how much you
all mean to me.

— The Adventures of ALS Boy,
March 12, 2009

After the birth of Emma, and
with the start of the school year
last August, the couple found
the burdens of life increasingly
difficult. They were living in a
Sunnyvale condo, with Fehmeen’s
parents, Igbal and Maheen Khan,
in the East Bay and Jason’s parents
in San Bruno.

With Jason’s symptoms
becoming progressively worse,
they started looking for a home

closer to his parents. But
early on in the search, John and
Judy Picetti, Jason’s parents, said
they were willing to sell their
home of 40 years, where their
only child grew up, and buy a
home where they could all live
together. Judy Picetti was devot-
ing much of her time to being
one of Emma’s daytime “nan-
nies” while Jason and Fehmeen
were at La Entrada (Fehmeen’s
mother shared the duties). The
older couple would help with the
care of both their son and their
granddaughter while sharing
the home, they proposed.

“Tknew there wouldn’t be any-
one else in this world, other than
his own parents, who would love
Jason and care for him as much
as I do,” Ms. Khan says, explain-
ing her willingness to make the
move.

The extended family now lives
in San Carlos, near several of
Jason’s aunts and uncles.

I think about that rainy day ...
when I was told that I was dying
and how it feels to be me right now,

Jason and his father, John, listen to medical updates from Jason’s neurologist, Dr. Will Adlai North, at Kaiser
Permanente in Hayward.
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WhO reaﬂy dOeS?) - JASON PICETTI

how it feels to be living my life right
now, doing the things I am doing
right now, and (it) doesn’t really
feel like 'm dying. I'm certainly not
living my life the way I imagined it
but who really does, anyway. Who
really does?

— The Adventures of ALS Boy,
Feb. 11, 2009

There is no known cause for
ALS. It strikes unexpectedly, and
initially affects the afflicted in
various ways, although the symp-
toms and degeneration become
more common to all as the dis-
ease progresses.

While Mr. Picetti isn’t able to
live as he imagined he would live
at the age of 40, there are certain
things he’s been able to count on,
most of all, the support of the
school community and others
who love him.

Last October, a party — “Mr.
P, You Rock” — was held at an
Atherton home. More than 500
people, including many of his
former students, attended.

The event was a fundraiser to
help with Mr. Picetti’s medical
costs, which are significant: The
alternative treatments he seeks
for the incurable disease are
not covered by insurance. Each
week he attempts to relieve pain
and symptoms through physical
therapy, acupuncture, qigong,
and other therapies. (Ms. Tobias
provides her services at a Menlo
Park medical clinic free of
charge.)

Teachers from both La Entrada
and Las Lomitas have donated
unused sick time that, along
with Mr. Picetti’s unused hours,
allowed him to stay on the pay-
roll through the end of April.
That development was the result
of a new catastrophic leave pro-
gram put in place by the Las
Lomitas school district after it
was suggested by teachers Su
Logie and Diane Goldman.

Ms. Logie said many school

districts have such

programs, and she and her col-
leagues wanted to create a sup-
port system quickly “because it
was clear Jason was deteriorating
quite rapidly.”

In addition to financial support,
Mr. Picetti has been showered
with cards, letters and other good
will gifts from students and their
parents. “Throughout this year,
you have struggled with many
things, but you never turned your
back on us,” student Kathryn J.
Coyne wrote last year. “You woke
up every morning and came to
school, which made all the dif-
ference in the world to us. ... You
showed each and every one of us
the true definition of courage,
strength and perseverance.”

Leah Worthington and Julia
Sommer, now sophomores at
Menlo-Atherton High, took math
classes from Mr. Picetti before he
became ll, and said he was teach-
ing them “life lessons” even then.

“He ‘cultured’ our class,” Leah
says. He taught us about math,
but taught us about music, mov-
ies, writing ... how to score base-
ball. I felt like T knew more when
I was with him.”

Julia adds: “He made me more
open ... always wanting to learn
more, willing to learn about new
things.”

The best friends used to have
lunch with Mr. Picetti and Ms.
Khan almost every day. Now,
they still show up in Room 25
to visit their former teacher.
And they continue to learn from
him — lessons about how hav-
ing the right attitude, and “how
you approach an illness or any
other challenge really makes a
difference,” Julia says.

When he first started carrying
a cane, she recalls, he didn’t really
use it. “It showed us who he was.
It showed his independence and
his strength,” she says.

Leah adds: “He wasn’t going to
let the disease take over his life.” &
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Controversial math books get go-ahead
from Menlo Park City School District

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

he Menlo Park City School

District is going ahead

with plans to roll out
new math textbooks in the fall,
despite the vocal opposition of a
group of parents.

School board members
appeared surprised by the con-
troversy, and said at the March
24 meeting that they would do
more to explain their decision
to use Everyday Mathematics
and dispel parents’ “misconcep-
tions” about the program.

“I don’t appreciate a process
in which the community was
almost totally shut out,” parent
Perla Ni told the school board.
“The choice of a math curricu-
lum needs to be a total commu-
nity process.”

The board approved the adop-
tion of the textbooks in Decem-
ber, on the recommendation
of a committee made up of
teachers and administrators.
At the March 24 meeting,
a number of parents com-
plained that they had just

Everyday Mathematics and
that the adoption decision
was poorly publicized.

“Every parent I talked to
was unaware (of the decision),”
said Claire Giordano at the
meeting. “I think any new cur-
riculum, especially one as dra-
matically different as this one,
needs parent involvement.”

Several people said they’d done
Google searches and found scath-
ing indictments of the textbooks
— that kindergarteners learn to
use calculators instead of learning
basic math, that strange alterna-
tive algorithms for multiplica-
tion, like the “lattice method,”
are taught in place of traditional
ones, and that students are left
frustrated and in need of supple-
mental math tutoring.

David Ackerman, the prin-
ciple of Oak Knoll school, said
those accusations simply are
not true, and warned people
that just because there’s a lot
of criticism on the Web doesn’t
mean it’s valid. Try Googling
“creation science,” and you’ll
find a lot of hits, but it doesn’t
mean that creation science is
valid or meaningful, he said.

“I have the third-grade text-
book. Nowhere does it say to
use calculators for learning basic
math,” Mr. Ackerman told the
board, waving the textbook in

the air. “Out of 600 pages, there
are three pages on the lattice
method.”

He said he was troubled by
the amount of misinformation
about Everyday Mathematics
and he questioned the motiva-
tion behind it.

Superintendent Ken Ranella
said that Menlo Park’s math
scores on the state STAR tests
are very high. “A lot of districts
would die for 80-85 percent of
their kids (testing at) proficient
or advanced. I don’t think we’re
going to do something to go
back on that.”

Board members said they sup-
ported the decision to go with
Everyday Mathematics, but that
they clearly needed to do more
to explain that choice to the
community.

“A meaningful part of this
community is not understand-
ing this issue,” said board mem-

‘l don’t appreciate a process
in which the community was
heard about the adoption of almost tOtG”y shut out,’ parent
Perla Ni told the school board.

ber Jeff Child. “There’s a group
out there that is going to be try-
ing to destroy this program, this
book, from day one.”

A written response to crit-
icisms and questions about
Everyday Mathematics will be
sent out to parents, and Mr.
Ackerman said he would hold
a “math night” at Oak Knoll
School so parents can examine
the textbooks themselves.

“Thave confidence and faith in
the teachers and administrators
who looked at (Everyday Math-
ematics),” said board member
Mark Box, referring to the dis-
trict’s year-long study of various
math textbooks. “It’s not replac-
ing basic and computational
(skills) but enriching them
with a deeper understanding of
mathematics.”

The “Everyday Mathematics”
textbooks are being used in
the nearby Woodside and Por-
tola Valley school districts, but a
recent recommendation to adopt
them in the Palo Alto Unified
School District has stirred up a
great deal of controversy.

“If Palo Alto wasn’t buzzing
about this, there probably would
not be a buzz (about it) here,”

said Mr. Child.

Better math

The discussion about Every-
day Mathematics occurred after
a three-hour study session about
the district’s overall approach to
math instruction while agitated
parents waited for a chance to
speak. David Foster, director of
the Silicon Valley Math Initia-
tive, discussed the importance
of teacher training.

The Silicon Valley Math Initia-
tive, funded by the Noyce Foun-
dation, offers professional devel-
opment and funding to improve
mathematics instruction.

“We get way too hung up on
the curriculum. The curricu-
lum will never do it — it’s about
the teaching, so preparing our
teachers is the answer,” Mr. Fos-
ter said.

He also advocated better test-
ing and assessment methods,
and cultivating a positive
attitude and a deeper under-
standing of mathematics in
students.

“Almost 85 percent (of
students) are advanced or
proficient in math. It’s a
real success story,” said Mr.
Ackerman. “Our kids are
really good at arithmetic.
Our concern is the problem-
solving. With real-world prob-
lems, the arithmetic is fine, but
the problem-solving is not.”

He also discussed disbanding
the practice of grouping elemen-
tary school students by ability
in math, an idea supported by
fellow principals Nancy Hendry
of Laurel and Alison Liner of
Encinal schools.

“It’s putting kids on a track
that’s limiting them,” said Ms.
Liner. “This is about increasing
opportunities for all kids in third
and fourth grades so they can
achieve in the higher grades.”

Hillview principal Mike
Moore said the district needs
to do more to address what he
called the “underclass of math
students” that reach middle
school feeling lost when it comes
to math.

District officials also discussed
problems surrounding the
impending state mandate to have
all eighth-graders take Algebra I.

“Eighth-grade algebra is an
artificial benchmark,” said Mr.
Foster. “I wouldn’t have been a
math major if I'd had to know
algebra in eighth grade. There’s
no way I would have been ready.”

Math, he said, is not a race. &
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@,@ ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
X TOWN OF ATHERTON
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

HOLBROOK-PALMER SEWER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
PROJECT NO. 08-027

Notice is hereby given that SEALED BIDS will be received at the office
of the City Clerk, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, California 94027, until 3:00
p.m. APRIL 9, 2009, at which time they will be publicly opened and read,
for performing the following work:

LAYOUT OF WORK, MOBILIZE EQUIPMENT, INSTALLATION OF 780
ft OF FUSED SEWER PIPE BY COMPETENT WORKFORCE, REMOV-
AL AND REPLACEMENT OF CONCRETE SIDEWALK SLAB AND AS-
PHALT PAVEMENT, INSTALLATION OF ALL NECESSARY CLEANOUTS
AND LATERAL CONNECTIONS.

**Contractor must provide relevant projects that involve fusing SDR17
Polyethylene pipe

Bids must be for the entire work, and shall be submitted in sealed en-
velopes clearly marked: “Bid of (Contractor) for HOLBROOK-PALMER
SEWER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT, Project No. 08-027”, along with date
and time of bid opening.

Plans and specifications may be obtained at the Town of Atherton Public
Works Department, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton CA 94027, for a non-re-
fundable fee of $30.00. Additional important information is contained in Town
of Atherton Standard Specifications, which are available for an additional
$20.00. If shipping is requested, there will be an additional charge of $20.00.

Bids must be accompanied by a bid security in the form of cash, a ca-
shier’s or certified check or bid bond for not less than ten percent (10%) of
the amount of the bid, as a guarantee that the bidder, if awarded the Con-
tract, will fulfill the terms of the bid. The Town of Atherton reserves the right
to reject any and all proposals and/or to waive any irregularities therein.

Bidders are hereby notified that, pursuant to California Civil Code Sec-
tions 3247 and 3248 and Standard Specifications Section 3.02, the suc-
cessful bidder will be required to provide payment and performance bonds
in the amounts stated in Section 3.02 of the Standard Specifications.

Bidders are hereby notified that provisions of California Labor Code re-
garding prevailing wages are applicable to the work to be performed under
this contract. Pursuant to Section 1773 et seq. the general prevailing wage
rates have been determined by the Director of the California Department
of Industrial Relations and appear in the California Prevailing Wage Rates.
Copies are on file at the office of the City Engineer and are available to
interested parties upon request. The successful bidder shall post a copy
of the wage rates at the job site.

The Contractor may elect to receive 100 percent of payments due under
the contract, without retention of any portion of the payment by the Town
of Atherton, by depositing securities of equivalent value to the retention
amount in accordance with the provisions of Section 22300 of the Califor-
nia Public Contracts Code.

The successful bidder must be licensed under the provisions of Chapter 9,
Division 3, of the California Business and Professions Code to do the type
of work contemplated in the project at the time the contract is awarded and
shall be skilled and regularly engaged in the general class or type of work
called for under the Contract. Failure of the bidder to obtain proper and
adequate licensing for an award of the contract shall constitute a failure to
execute the contract and result in the forfeiture of the bidder’s bid security.

Each bidder shall submit with this bid a statement setting forth his/her/its
experience and qualifications. The statement shall be made on the forms
provided by the Town and must accompany each bid. The three lowest
bidders will be required to submit subcontractor’s experience and qualifi-
cations statements within 48 hours of the bid opening, on forms provided
by the Town.

By submitting a bid in response to this advertisement for bids, the bidder
shall be conclusively deemed to have read, understood and agreed with
all of the information and materials contained in the bid documents, in-
cluding but not limited to the construction contract, the standard specifica-
tions, the special provisions, the required nature and amount of insurance
and the documentation evidencing said insurance.

Any questions regarding the project should be directed to the Assistant
Engineer, 91 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA 94027, telephone (650) 752-
0555, preferably no later than five days before bid opening. Requests for
Information may be faxed to (650) 688-6539. Plan holder’s lists may be
obtained by calling (650) 752-0570.

By:

Duncan L. Jones, P.E., City Engineer

Date:

Published in THE ALMANAC on March 25, April 1, 2009
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XOQISITE TASTE

g A New Mediterranean Bistro
([ — 0')/(:(?/ at the Allied Arts Guild

The Finest in Italian Cuisines

Enjoy the Elegant Interior and Culinary « Brunch/Lunch + Tea Time + Weddings

Genius of this Fine Dining Experience * Special Occasions * Corporate Meetings

Nominated for

BAYLIST BEST DINING!

Open
Mon-Sat 10:00am - 3:00pm

For Reservations:
(650) 322-2626

Serving Six Days Lunch * Seven Days Dinner 75 Arbor Road
Take Out Available (at Cambridge)

777 Laurel St., San Carlos Menlo Park CA 94025

650.592.7749 www.alliedartsguild.org
www.Latoscarestaurant.com
Reservations On-Line

* *s_| SEASONAL ITALIAN For All Your Special Occassions,
.t CUISINE WITH A Call Us You Will Love
1'"-"] CALIFORNIA FLAIR Our Customized Menus & Prices

X Full Bar

The Best Terrace Patio in the Peninsula

EXQUISITE WEDDINS CAKES

Enjoy our beautiful patio for bridal showers and rehearsal dinners.

* Private Banquet Rooms with Own Bar
20-120 People (No room charge)

Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:00-2:30

Dinner: 7 Days/Week 5:00-10:00pm ‘7; c
Nightly Free Parking 5 Loy O
650.326.9028

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS
3052 WOODSIDE ROAD * WOODSIDE + 650 851-0812

1077 El Camino Real, Menlo Park e www.TrellisRestaurant.com

=7 Cooks Seafood

Restaurant & Market
" Full Service — Fresh Fish Market
“"A Great Place to Eat Lunch or Dinner”

1.":

| Seafood Dinners
from $6°° to $10°°

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads

G Award Winning
" . Lt 2 _ - Fish & Chips

“=(Prepared from the e

¥ .f“q ﬂ'_..-' finest Alaskan halibut) Fist

= BEST
o SEAFOOD

Great Wines ® Small Plotes * Big Flavors

For reservations and Take-out Market Restaurant
Mon-Sat 9-7 Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm,
650-838-9448 Closed Sunday Fri ‘til 9pm

www.ShioKitchen.com
Lunch: Mon-Fri, from 11:30 e Dinner: Mon-Sat, from 5:30
137 Chestnut Street, Menlo Park (Between Santa Cruz and Oak Grove Ave)

751 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-325-0604 or 322-2231
www.cooksseafood.com
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Alameda Round Table pizza to close

By Jane Knoerle

Almanac Lifestyles Editor

fter more than 25 years in
West Menlo Park, Round
Table pizza parlor is closing
April 3, said owner Jim Meola.
Located at 3550 Alameda de
las Pulgas, the restaurant’s lease
is up in the building owned by
the Beltramo family.
Business has been steadily
decreasing for the last three years,
said Mr. Meola. The Round Table

at 3130 Alpine Road in Ladera
Country Shopping, which he also
owns, will remain open.

The pizza business has fal-
tered since the dot-com bust of
a few years ago, said Mr. Meola.
Corporate lunches for Sand Hill
Road companies were a good
source of income. “It’s hard to
sell pizzas to offices that are
empty,” he said

“Most of our business today is
from take-out and delivery,” he
said.

The Ladera store will continue
delivery to West Menlo Park cus-
tomers, who can use the familiar
phone number, 854-1140.

Mr. Meola says the hardest part
of closing is losing his 22 employ-
ees, most whom have been with
him for at least 10 years.

“I'm talking with friends in
the business, trying to place
them in other Round Tables.”

Local resident Marie Klein
says she’s been a Round Table
fan “since it opened.” She recalls

going there with her Girl Scout
troop and had hoped to take her
daughter Katherine’s Girl Scout
troop on a similar field trip.
Round Table Pizza is a home-
town success story. The national
chain of 500 restaurants got its
startin Menlo Park in 1959 when
the late William Larson took his
life savings of $1,800 and opened
his first pizza parlor at 1235 El
Camino Real in Menlo Park.

He named his restaurant
Round Table after the redwood
tables he and his dad, Henry
Larson, constructed.

The pizza parlor relocated a

few years later next door at 1225
El Camino Real. Today, Mr.
Larson’s son, Bob, still owns
and operates the original Round
Table Pizza in Menlo Park.

Joe Meola got into the pizza
business when he moved to Cali-
fornia from New Jersey. “I went
to work for Bill Larson part-time,
while studying for an engineer-
ing degree, and I never left.” B

OPEN HOMES HOMES for SALE
plis plis
Interactive Prior Sale Info
MAPS & More
EXPLORE OUR'NEW SITE

TheAlmanacOnline.com/real__estate

MAUNDY | GOOD FRIDAY
THURSDAY | APRIL 10
APRIL 9 Noon - 3:00 pm:
7:00 pm

Service

ST. LUKE’S CHAPEL IN THE HILLS
Anglican Church - The 1928 Book of Common Prayer

Solemn Liturgy of The Passion
7:00 p.m.: Holy Communion

26140 DUVAL WAY - LOS ALTOS HILLS - (650) 941-6524
Where 1-280 Passes over Robleda

EASTER SUNDAY,

APRIL 12

10 am: Holy Communion
Family Service

12 pm: Holy Communion

www.stlukeschapel.org

Alleluiars

Holy Week Services

Q@x Grace Lutheran Church eica

ln qod’s amazing grace
3149 Waverley Street - Palo Alto, CA 94306 | 650494-1212 -

Living

Experience the full life-giving

grace of Easter

Make thejourweg from
darkwess to Light,
captivity to freedom,
death to Life—

the complete pilgrimage of Holy weeR and Easter.

Holy Week and Easter

Palm Sunday (4/5 | 830 am, 10:45 am)
Maundy Thursday (4/9 | 730 pm)

Good Friday (4/10 | 12 pm & 730 pm)

Easter Sunday (4/12 | 830 am, 10:45 am)

www.gracepa.org

Easter Vigil (4/11| 730 pm)

child care available at all services

% 6:15pm

% Noon to 2:00pm
% 2:00 to 3:00pm
% 7:30 to 8:30pm

% 5:30am
< 8:00am
< 10:00am

April 9 6:00 pm Seder Dinner
April 10  Noon & 7:00 pm Good Friday Services
April 12 9:30 am Easter Festival Service
(Children’s Easter egg hunt follows)
V] Lutheran Church
7095 Cloud Avenwe, Menlo Part
BETHANY 650.554.5897
ST. MARK’S
EpriscorPAL CHURCH
PALO ALTO

Maundy Thursday— April 9

Monastic Supper & Liturgy of the Word followed
by Holy Eucharist & Stripping of the Altar

Good Friday — April 10
Stations of the Cross Reflections
Labyrinth Stations: A Walking Meditation
Good Friday Prayer and Meditation

Easter — April 12

Easter Vigil, Eucharist & Baptism
Festive Breakfast & Family Easter Activities
Festive Holy Eucharist

600 Colorado Ave, P.A. (650) 326-3800
www.saint-marks.com

April 5, 11:00 am

April 9, 7:30 pm

April 10

April 12, 6:30 am
April 12, 9:30 am

Ladera Community Church

3300 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley

(650) 854-5481 www.ladera.ory
An open and affirming congregation

Interactive “Walk through
Holy Week,” ages 4 through
middle school; lunch served

Maundy Thursday:
A Tenebrae Service
recalling the Last Supper

Outdoor Sunrise Service
Traditional Easter Service

UNITEDCHURCH
OF CHRIST

Holy WeeK and Easter
at

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2650 Sand Hill Rd, Menlo Park.
www.stbedesmenlopark.org
April 9 <+ MAUNDY THURSDAY

12 noon
12:10 pm

Footwashing
Holy Eucharist &
Healing Rite
7:15 pm  Foot Washing in
Narthex
7:30 pm  Holy Eucharist
Aptil 10 < GOOD FRIDAY
12 noon Service of music,
reflection, and prayer
7:30 pm  Meditation on the
Passion of Christ
April 11 < HOLY SATURDAY
9 pm Great Vigil of Easter,
Holy Baptism &
Eucharist
April 12 < EASTER DAY
8 am Eucharist with Hymns
10:15 am Sung Eucharist
11:30 am  Easter Egg Hunt in the
Courtyard
Nursery available 10-11:30 pm
April 13 < EASTER MONDAY
Parish Office closed
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Mattresses and Box Springs Lovingly Handcrafted in San Francisco

“IﬁﬂﬂMy

McRoskey!™

“Every night when
I go to bed I say,

Thank you, Myr. McRoskey!”

~ Doris, San Carlos

m
McRoskey mattress sets are loved for many reasons: e
* Exceptional Comfort and Support

* Handcrafted for Quality

* Cool and Breathable

——
Y4TrREss €0

A heritage of comfort.
www.McRoskey.com

Call or visit our Palo Alto store ¢ 220 Hamilton at Emerson ¢ 650-327-1966

N EWS

Portola Valley

warms to idea

of fire-safe building code

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

he terrain and vegetation

of the towns of Portola

Valley and Woodside are
similar: Both towns are nestled
in wooded foothills on the
eastern slope of the Santa Cruz
Mountains, both are crisscrossed
by streams that are dry much of
the year, and both are considered
by the local fire district to be at
serious risk in a wildfire.

Now Portola Valley may fol-
low Woodside in amending its
building code to require the use
of fire-resistant materials and
designs for all new construction
and major remodels.

The Town Council met in Por-
tola Valley on Wednesday, March
25, to discuss amendments that
would affect roofs, siding, win-
dows, attics and decks.

The new rules, if they're
adopted, would comply with
Chapter 7A of the state build-
ing code, which applies to new
homes located in “very high”
wildfire risk zones as defined
by the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection,

B PORTOLA VALLEY

or Cal Fire, on a set of maps.

In a staff report to the coun-
cil, Planning Manager Leslie
Lambert asked for direction in
preparing an ordinance.

Material and design rules
aren’t all that’s in Chapter 7A.
It also cites landscape manage-
ment practices for creating a
defensible space around a home,
but they would likely not be
immediately implemented, as
was the case in Woodside. The
Woodside Fire Protection Dis-
trict, which includes Portola Val-
ley and Woodside, already does
vegetation surveys and would be
asked to advise residents on fire-
resistant landscaping.

Fire-retarding landscaping
need not denude a home of veg-
etation, according to Council-
man Steve Toben, who said his
Woodside Highlands home had
a safety inspection recently that
allowed overhanging branches
and some underbrush. “It’s
actually not the straightjacket
that some may fear,” he said.

Cal Fire’s map for Portola Val-

MINLO PARK ATHERTON
EDUCATION

FOUNDATION

Al
]

Thank you... ...

$3,000 level

Brent & Mary
Gullixson
Alain Pinel [} Tom LeMieux
650.888.4898 & Coldwell Banker

650.888.0860 650.329.6645

R —

Stephanie Savides §
Cashin Company

P .
hard working Realtors & nm
their affiliates who support our schools!

MINLO PARK ATHERTON
EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

$1,500 leve

}—

650.464.3581

Suzanne Scott
Cashin Company

Tory Fratt &
Carol MacCorkle
Coldwell Banker

{ Omar Kinaan
¥| Taylor & Huang

% Kris Klint &
4 Karin Riley
ﬁ Coldwell Banker

650.387.4333

$500 level

Leannah Hunt
Coldwell Banker
650.752.0730

www.mpaef.org .

ENCINAL

LAUREL
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Annette Smith
& Valerie Soltau
Keller Williams
650.454.8550

1 650.566.5307 & Properties 650.566.5328 &
650.868.5478 650.776.2828 650.465.6210
| $400 level |
Sue Crawford Mary Gilles Barbara Slaton
Coldwell Banker Alain Pinel Alain Pinel
650.566.5341 650.814.0858 650.543.1215
_ Ginny & Joe Kavanaugh
Wendy Kandasamy 4 Elaine White Coldwell Banker
" Alain Pinel Coldwell Banker 650.529.8570 &
i"; 650.543.1012 650.566.5323 650.529.2060

(650) 325-0100
OAK KNOLL

Maya & Jason Sewald
Coldwell Banker
650.346.1228

HILLVIEW
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ley happens to show Woodside
Highlands as at “very high” risk
in a wildfire. If the council adopts
that map — a decision is required
by mid-April — the 7A landscape
management rules would apply to
all new homes in the Highlands.
If the council ignores this dead-
line, there are no sanctions. (The
council is expected to meet on
Wednesday, April 8.)

A second vegetation hazard
map, commissioned by the town
and prepared by wildfire con-
sultant Ray Moritz, shows seri-
ous risks beyond the Highlands.
Council members cited the Moritz
map repeatedly in the context of
addressing wildfire risks.

Though Chapter 7A is aimed
at new homes, the Portola Valley
council seemed ready to follow
its Woodside counterpart and
extend 7A to replacement roofs,
siding, windows and decks.

Fire safety for the town could
take too long if only new homes
were affected. By extending the
rules to cover these replacement
activities, some 50 homes a year
would be affected, Councilman
Ted Driscoll said, versus 16 or 17
new homes.

Some say certified fire-resis-
tant materials aren’t aesthetically
pleasing, but Deputy Building
Official Gary Fitzer may have put
some of those concerns to rest in
noting that homes in Blue Oaks,
an upscale subdivision in an
upscale town, are built to tougher
standards than Chapter 7A.

“There are plenty of homes in
Blue Oaks that are architectural
gems,” Mr. Toben said. B

Go to tinyurl.com/dmq7mk for
the Portola Valley staff report,
which includes Chapter 7A.

$15.5 million for
VA facilities

A total of $15.5 million of
federal stimulus money has been
approved for the Menlo Park
and Palo Alto Veterans Affairs
facilities, Rep. Anna G. Eshoo,
D-Menlo Park, announced
March 24.

The money is part of $1 billion
set aside in the stimulus bill for
the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration.

The Menlo Park VA will
receive $12.5 million to repair
a loop road, repave a parking
lot, replace exhaust units and
flooring, expand storm drains,
and renovate the auto shop. The
funds will also pay for the evalu-
ation of a solar power system.

The Palo Alto VA will receive
$3 million for patient lift equip-
ment, fire sprinklers, renovated
bathrooms and interior lighting,
and new roofing, flooring and
windows.

Community Health Education

Lectures & Workshops

Palo Alto Center - 795 El Camino Real

’ ' Don’t Leave Home Without It: What the Traveler Needs to Know
Tuesday, April 14, 7 — 8:30 p.m.

Presented by Gary Fujimoto, M.D., specialist in Travel Medicine
To register or for more information, call 650-853-4873.

Living Well with Osteoarthritis
Tuesday, May 12, 7 - 8:30 p.m.

Presented by Andrew Rozelle, M.D., Ph.D., specialist in Rheumatology
To register or for more information, call 650-853-4873.

Mountain View Center - 701 E. El Camino Real

Putting on Your Best Face: Ladies Night Out
Wednesday, April 8, 7 — 8 p.m.

Presented by Cindy Russell, M.D., specialist in Plastic Surgery
To register or for more information, call 408-523-3295.

Sports Medicine for Kids (and their parents)

Dr. Marvin Small Memorial Parent Workshop Series
Tuesday, April 14, 7 — 9 p.m.

Presented by Ken Vereschagin, M.D., specialist in Pediatrics and Sports Medicine
To register or for more information, call 408-523-3295. VN

Sunnyvale City Council Chambers - 456 W. Olive Avenue

Allergies
Wednesday, May 27, 7 — 8 p.m.

Presented by Steve Rubinstein, M.D., specialist in Allergies
To register or for more information, call 408-523-3295.

Sunnyvale Library - 665 W. Olive Avenue

Prescription for Health Care Reform
Tuesday, May 5, 7 — 8:30 p.m.

Presented by Hal Luft, Ph.D., Director of the Palo Alto Medical Foundation Research Institute
To register or for more information, call 650-934-7380.

Palo Alto Medical

Foundation
A Sutter Health Affiliate
THE CURE FOR COMMON MEDICINE

For a complete list of classes, lectures and
health education resources, visit: pamf.org.
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Atherton fills revenue shortfall with reserve funds

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

r I Vhe Atherton City Council
moved to close a project-
ed $1.5 million revenue

shortfall with money from the

town’s reserve fund, augmented
by a combination of budget cuts
and parcel tax funds.

Onasplit vote at a special March
26 meeting, the council chose to
use $1.16 million from the town’s
$79 million reserve fund and
$350,000 in parcel tax revenue to

fill the projected shortfall in the
current fiscal year. The vote was
3-2, with Kathy McKeithen and
Jim Dobbie opposed.

The town is in a slightly better
position than it was in February,
when the council was faced with
a projected revenue shortfall of
over $2 million. Projected rev-
enue is about $101,000 better than
expected and expenses have been
trimmed by more than $500,000,
said Finance Director Louise Ho.

Projected expenditures for

the current fiscal year now total
$10.2 million.

More than half the projected
shortfall — $1.1 million — is
attributed to problems with the
collection of the town’s business
license tax. The town is giving
refunds to building contractors
who were overcharged in the
past two years, and had to strike
an anticipated $425,000 in busi-
ness tax income from this year’s
books.

Council members disagreed

on how to make up for the rest
of the projected shortfall.

Councilwoman McKeithen
said she’d rather take only
$686,000 out of the town’s
general fund reserves and make
up the remaining $476,000 by
deferring several large public
works projects. Councilwoman
Elizabeth Lewis said she would
rather take the $1.1 million for
the business license tax directly
out of the general fund reserve
as a “clear line item.”

“We recognize we made a
mistake in the past in collect-
ing funds that shouldn’t have
gone into the general fund,” said
Mayor Jerry Carlson.

Despite the split vote on where
to get the funds to close the
shortfall, the council unani-
mously voted to approve the mid-
year budget adjustments, which
include $100,000 in additional
spending for legal services.

Ms. Ho warned that her rev-
enue projections are very con-
servative, and the town could
end the fiscal year with a smaller
shortfall than projected.

o) O POTOLA Wy py

Are you interested in exploring your Creative side Oor want a fuh, hew way to get fit?
We have what you are |0oking for! Qur spring quarter is blooming; don’t delay in
signing up for our fun and exciting Classes for all ages!!! Classes begin April 13th
and are all held in our beautiful hew Town Center.

Portola Valley residents may begin registration on March 16th, open registration will
begin March 3oth. Classes fill quickly, so hurry in and register.

Please Visit our hew website for details on classes. Online registration is how avail-
able at www.portolavalley.net or you may register in person at Town Hall. For more
information Call (650) 851-1700 ext. 200 Or e-mail Crodas@portolavalley.net

765 Portola Road
Portola Valley, CA 94028

Atherton’s early out

Ending the day at 10:30 p.m.
doesn’t sound early, but for
Atherton City Council meetings,
that’s practically banker’s hours.

The council’s monthly meet-
ings start at 7 p.m. and often
stretch past midnight. Council-
man Jim Dobbie lobbied to end
all future meetings at a more
reasonable hour, and at a special
March 26 council meeting, the
council voted to give ita try, said
Mayor Jerry Carlson.

Of course, shorter meetings
could equal more meetings. The
council met March 26 to hear
eight leftover agenda items from
the March 18 regular meeting.
That meeting, at the behest of
Mr. Dobbie, ended at 10:15 p.m.

(PEN HOMES
s
Interactve Prior Sale o
HAPS §iMore
EXPLORE OUR'NEW SITE

TheAlmanacOnline.com/real__estate

HOMES for SALE
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MeTora

Rooted in Culinary Innovation. Steeped in Western Tradition... Introducing Madera™,

the signature restaurant at Menlo Park’s newest hotel, Rosewood Sand Hill. Madera offers

comfortably elegant, picturesque dining that is inspired by indigenous ingredients and
rustic wood-burning flavors of the Western Slope.

Restaurant reservations, please call 650.561.1540 or visit maderasandhill.com

2825 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025
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Get In Shape!

- Fitness for your body and brain

Lifelong Learning
| & Wellness Program

¢ Brain fitness workshops

¢ Yoga/Pilates/T ai Chi

¢ Qigong/Tuina/Feldenkrais
. ¢+ Computer classes

¢ Foreign language classes

¢ Creative arts workshops

¢ Mindfulness Meditation

To keep all yourg
muscles strong, visit
www.avenidas.org or
call (650) 289-5400.

=Avenidas.

Aging Well for 40 Years




FOR THE

RECORD

Barbara Shenk

Former Menlo Park resident

OBITUARY

Barbara Jean Shenk, who grew up in Menlo Park,

died Feb.1 in Seattle, Washington, after a six-year
battle with breast cancer. She was 66.
Ms. Shenk was born in San Francisco and gradu-

ated from Castilleja in Palo Alto.

After graduating from the University of Montana,
she joined the Peace Corp and was sent to Columbia
as an English teacher. She taught at a Kibbutz in Israel

for two years in the late 1960s.

After receiving a master of arts degree from the
University of Arizona, she moved to Puerto Rico for
several years, where she established a first-time physi-
cal education program for high school girls.

An avid traveler, she backpacked through most

m POLICE CALLS

of the Middle
East, Europeand
South America.
She moved to

Seattle in 1979, where she worked for the Seattle
Parks & Recreation Department. She retired from
the department in 2000.

Ms. Shenk was preceded in death by her parents,
Jay and Virginia Shenk, who were residents of
Menlo Park for more than 50 years. She is sur-
vived by her sister, Margaret Head of San Jose;
niece Marcia Cheney of Portola Valley; nephew
Ryan Cheney of San Jose; and grand-niece Emma
Virginia Cicchetti of Portola Valley.

Services have been held. Memorials may be made
in her name to the American Cancer Society.

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office. Under
the law, people charged with offenses are
considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Auto burglary reports:

M Vehicle alarm alerted resident to see
man entering resident’s vehicle parked
in driveway, first block of Catalpa Drive,
March 20.

W Menlo-Atherton High School at 555
Middlefield Road, March 24.

Theft report: Family in white van seen
driving away with resident’s two pots of
dirt, first block of Fairview Ave., March 21.
Fraud report: Check fraud, Marymont
Ave., March 24.

MENLO PARK

WOODSIDE

Auto burglary reports:

B GPS navigation devices stolen in three
incidents: 300 block of Sharon Park Drive,
400 block of Oak Grove Ave., and 300 block
of Terminal Ave., March 20, 21 and 22.
Residential burglary reports:

W Burglar broke in but left after learning
that resident was home, 100 block of
Hamilton Ave., March 26.

B Two bikes stolen from unlocked garage,
800 block of Fremont St., March 26.

Stolen vehicle report: Blue 1998 Ford Mus-
tang, 1100 block of Willow Road, March 24.
Fraud reports:

W Unauthorized use of credit card, 400
block of Shirley Way, March 24.

B Check fraud, Tyco Federal Credit
Union, 220 Jefferson Ave., March 25.

M Check fraud for $3,500, Bank of Ameri-
ca, 633 Santa Cruz Ave., March 25.

Fraud report: Landlord received check
for several thousand dollars covering rent,
security deposit, etc., on guest house.
The check’s sender claimed to be a priest
from England but the check was post-
marked in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 200
block of Olive Hill Lane, March 19.

Threat report: Intel Security agent came

to Town Hall to report on Woodside client

who received phoned-in death threat from
woman with Russian accent, 100 block of
Canada Road, March 23.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Weapons discharge report: Deputies
alerted to shots being fired discovered
two suspects who admitted to having fired
an unregistered shotgun four times at tele-
vision in driveway, 17000 block of Skyline
Boulevard, March 24.

Want to serve on county grand jury?

Applications for service on the
2009-2010 San Mateo County civil
grand jury will be accepted until
April 17. The grand jury, whose
members are appointed by the
Superior Court, investigates com-
plaints about public officials and
agencies and recommends action.

The next grand jury term begins
July 1 and ends June 30, 2010.

Members of the civil grand jury
must be residents of San Mateo
County for more than one year,
a citizen of the United States, 18
years or older, and have sufficient
knowledge of the English lan-

%
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guage. Elected public officials are
not eligible.

Judge Clifford V. Cretan of San
Mateo County Superior Court
will interview prospective jurors.
Application forms may be obtained
by calling 599-1711 or writing:
Grand Jury Clerk, Court Execu-
tive Office, 400 County Center,
Redwood City, CA 94063.

NATURALLY EXTRAORDINARY

A sensual sanctuary. A rejuvenating retreat.
Introducing Sense, A Rosewood Spa™, the signature

spa at Menlo Park’s newest hotel, Rosewood Sand Hill.

Reservations, please call 650.561.1580

sensespa.com

2895 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Family is why

WE DO IT ALL.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our
families. As your good neighbor agent, I can help
you meet your insurance needs. Call me today.

John W McAfee CLU ChFC CPCU, Agent
Insurance Lic. # 0E37462

884 Portola Rd, Ste B1

Portola Valley, CA 94028

Bus: 650-851-3276

xxxxxxxx "

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR & STATE FARM IS THERE.®
msuraNcy

statefarm.com®

PO2640 State Farm Insurance Companies * Home Offices: Bloomington, lllinois

MARGARET ANNE ADAMS VITALE
DECEMBER 3, 1923 - APRIL2/, 2008

Margaret Anne Adams Vitale passed away April 27, 2008 at her
home in Portola Valley, California.

Maggie was born December 3, 1923 in Phoenix, Arizona to
Margaret Hiltz Adams and Joseph (Jack) Finney Adams. Her
younger sister Elizabeth passed from pneumonia at age 13 and
her older sister Jacqueline Adams Haxton predeceased Maggie in
Bozeman, Montana.

Maggie was the great granddaughter of the McPhelemy family
who founded the town of Buena Vista, Colorado. Her father's family
was a descendant of President Adams.

Maggie’s family moved to Los Angeles California in the 30's
seeking a new life after her father passed away when she was 13.
She attended Fairfax High School in Los Angeles and was a member
of the Meglan Kittens dance as well as cheerleading. She met Jim
Vitale, her husband, at the Phelps Terkel on the UCLA campus,
where he was attending college. “Love at First Sight” occurred and
they married in San Antonio Texas in 1943.

While Jim was a navigator during WWII in the European theater,
Maggie pursued a career as a model and clothing designer. She
appeared in LOOK Magazine frequently and other publications.
She also designed clothing, sewing all the samples by her own
hand. She continued to sew, as her children were born, making and
designing exquisite outfits for them.

She was also a lifelong artist, illustrating books she made for
her children. As well, she also taught herself upholstery, knitting
and gardening. Maggie had 3 children all born in Santa Monica,
California.Timothy, Rebecca and Damian Vitale. She was a busy wife
and mother lovingly caring for her family and beautiful homes as her
husband’s career with Burroughs Corporation flourished, requiring
with every promotion a move to a new locale. From the Hollywood
Hills of California (including Encino) to the Bloomfield Hills area of
Michigan and eventually to the Bay Area (Los Gatos where Tim and
Rebecca attended Los Gatos High School, and eventually Menlo
Park).

Upon her husband’s retirement in 1980 they moved to Aptos, CA
enjoying a 20-year stay at the beach entertaining friends and family
and supervising projects for her 5 grandchildren.

In 2000, they moved to Portola Valley, CA to be closer to their
children and grandchildren. Jim passed away in September 2001
and Maggie continued to live in Portola Valley encumbered by the
onset of dementia.

She is survived by Timothy James Vitale of Emeryville, Rebecca
Vitale Mandich of Palo Alto and James Damian Vitale of San Carlos.
Also survived by Jennifer West Vitale and Mitchell Mandich. Her five
grandchildren include Matthew James Mandich, Madeleine Vitale
Mandich, J.R. Vitale, Trentino Vitale and Bianca Vitale. Extended
family includes sister in law, Lydia Modi Vitale, and nephews
Christopher and Marc Vitale, Richard and Ronald Haxton.

PAID MEMORIAL

April 1, 2009 m The Almanac m 21



meAlmanac

Serving Menlo Park,
Atherton, Portola Valley,

and Woodside for 40 years.

Viewpoint

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about

local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

Editor & Publisher
Tom Gibboney

Editorial

Managing Editor Richard Hine
News Editor Renee Batti
Lifestyles Editor Jane Knoerle
Senior Correspondents
Marion Softky, Marjorie Mader
Staff Writers Andrea Gemmet,
David Boyce, Sean Howell
Contributors Barbara Wood,
Kate Daly, Bill Rayburn, Miles
McMullin, Katie Blankenberg
Special Sections Editors
Carol Blitzer, Sue Dremann
Photographer Michelle Le

Design & Production

Design Director Raul Perez
Designers Linda Atilano,
Laura Don, Gary Vennarucci

Advertising

Advertising Manager Neal Fine
Display Advertising Sales

Ella Fleishman

Real Estate Account
Advertising Assistant
Coordinator Jessica Hatzistratis

Advertising Services
Receptionist Renee Meil
Circulation, Classified,

& Legal Advertising Bill Rayburn

Published every Wednesday at
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025

(650) 854-2626

FAX (650) 854-0677

e-mail news (no photos please) to:
editor@AlmanacNews.com
e-mail photos with captions to:
photo@AImanacNews.com
e-mail letters to:
letters@AImanacNews.com

The Almanac, established in September, 1965,

is delivered each week to residents of Menlo
Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside and
adjacent unincorporated areas of southern San
Mateo County. The Almanac is qualified by decree
of the Superior Court of San Mateo County to
publish public notices of a governmental and legal
nature, as stated in Decree No. 147530, issued
November 9, 1969.

Voluntary subscriptions are available for delivery

to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley

and Woodside at $30 per year or $50 for 2 years.
Subscriptions by businesses or residents outside the
area are $50 for one year and $80 for two years.

ar

ENYA

H WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

All views must include a home address
and contact phone number. Published
letters will also appear on the web site,
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
POST your views on the
Town Square forum at
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL your views to:
letters@almanacnews.
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Challenges at Menlo Park City district

ust a few weeks ago the Menlo Park City School District was hum-

ming along, secure in its top performance on statewide tests and mov-

ing steadily toward breaking ground on its new $36 million campus
at Hillview Middle School.

Then Superintendent Ken Ranella received a letter from the state saying

the district was falling behind in educating some minority and low-income
students, and soon after a controversy erupted over the district’s decision
to adopt what now appears to be a controversial math textbook.
Now the district is working hard
to resolve both problems. The
most serious is the district’s fail-
ure to better prepare a handful
of minority and low-income stu-
dents for state proficiency tests in
English and math. Although only a very small number of students
did not meet the criteria, we have to question how this could happen
when virtually all other Menlo Park district students achieve such
high marks on the exams.

The test results indicate teachers were successful in four of the six
subgroups of students defined by the federal No Child Left Behind
program. But fewer than 30 percent of the African American students
made a minimum score on the English test (the goal was 35.2 percent)
and only 33.3 percent made it in math, when the goal was 37 percent.
Students in the lower income category achieved similar results.

Other student groups did somewhat better, with Hispanic students,
Pacific Islander students, English language-learners, and students with
disabilities surpassing the state target.

But that is little comfort to Mr. Ranella, who in a memo to staff said
that unless the failing scores improve in the next two years, the school
will receive the unwelcome designation of “program improvement,” a
euphemism which means state officials will intervene in the district’s
plans to bring all students up to speed.

Given its overall excellent test scores, the Menlo Park district surely has

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

the tools to pull up those students who need help. It won’t be easy, due
to the ever-rising proficiency targets in the years ahead. For example,
at least 35.2 percent of students were expected to test as proficient or
advanced in English in 2008. But the number jumps more than 10
percent each year to 78.4 percent in 2012. Similar jumps are expected
in math.

Problem No. 2 is the unexpected wave of opposition from some
parents about a new math textbook, “Everyday Mathematics,” that was
approved in December and will be introduced in the fall. The textbooks
were adopted after receiving a solid recommendation from a committee
of district teachers and administrators.

The parents complained that the decision was poorly publicized and
one, Perla Nij, said the choice of a math curriculum “ ... needs to be a
total community process.”

Other parents said they found scathing reviews of the textbook in
Google searches that said kindergarteners are taught to use calculators
instead of learning basic math.

David Ackerman, principal of Oak Knoll School, strongly disagreed,
saying such accusations are not true and warning parents that just
because there’s a lot of criticism on the Web doesn’t mean it’s valid. Try
Googling “creation science” he said, and you’ll find a lot of hits, but it
doesn’t mean that creation science is valid or meaningful.

He said he has the textbook, and “Nowhere does it say to use calcula-
tors for learning basic math.”

At this point, it appears to be far past the deadline for changing or
delaying the new math textbook. Mr. Ranella said that Menlo Park’s
math scores on the state STAR tests are very high. “A lot of districts would
die for 80 to 85 percent of their kids (testing at) proficient or advanced. I
don’t think we’re going to do something to go back on that.”

Board member Mark Box expressed confidence in the teachers and
administrators who looked at “Everyday Mathematics.” “It’s not replac-
ing basic and computational (skills) but enriching them with a deeper
understanding of mathematics.”

LETTERS

Our readers write

Sorry to see early hlast
at PV utility tax

Editor:

Last week, The Almanac pub-
lished a guest opinion piece by
Ed Wells and Charles Engles,
urging Portola Valley residents
to oppose any consideration of
renewing the Utility Users Tax
(UUT) next November. As a
member of the Portola Valley
Town Council, I was troubled to
read this piece.

Portola Valley has a long
history of sound and prudent
financial management. We have
almost no sales tax revenue (the
financial mainstay for most
cities and towns) and receive

only $7 of every $100 that our
residents pay in property taxes.
The additional funds provided
by the UUT, together with a very
lean town staff, have enabled us
to avoid the financial upheavals
that have plagued many neigh-

Woodside Road.

Our Regional Heritage

The Standard Oil Station in the triangle between Woodside and Mountain Home roads in Woodside
was a landmark for years. This 1953 view looks toward Roberts Market (seen behind the station) from

Audiffred Collection

boring communities.

The UUT has also provided
funding to acquire open space.
Although the yearly amounts
collected are small, over time

life for all residents.
The Town Council will take
up renewal of the UUT in com-

they enable major purchases of

854-2626, ext. 222. land that enhance the quality of
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ing months. It is unfortunate
that Mr. Wells and Mr. Engles

would seek to stir up public
opinion to abolish this vital rev-
enue source for open space and
essential services even before the
Town Council holds a meeting

on the subject.
Steve Toben
Vice mayor, Santa Maria Avenue

See LETTERS, next page
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Portola Valley utility
tax has got to go

Editor:

I support the letter written by
Charles Engles and Ed Wells in
last week’s Almanac to repeal
the utility tax in Portola Valley.
As a result, I will be contacting
the town as well in support of
repealing this tax.

I am not aware of other upscale
communities that have imposed
this tax. At the end of the day it
amounts to over $500 or more
per household. Furthermore, it is
punitive when tied to usage-based
bills such as PG&E. Our older
population needs to keep their
homes warmer in the winter and
cooler in the summer, so as they
pay more for utilities, their tax rate
goes up too.

With shrinking portfolios, many
seniors are feeling the pinch. Busi-
nesses are feeling the pinch. Chari-
table donations, including local
churches, are off by 15 percent in
this neighborhood. So why can’t
the town operate within budget
constraints as the rest of us are?

Try this. What if we could spend
that $500 per year per household
in support of local merchants and
service purveyors who are also
feeling squeezed in this economy.
As remote as we are, it is nice to
have a gas station, a hardware store
and a restaurant or two that are
close by. Wouldn't that be a bet-
ter way to support our wonderful
community?

Karol Bondy
Saddleback Drive, Portola Valley

New study shows higher
risk from meat

Editor:

A massive National Cancer
Institute study in last week’s
Archives of Internal Medicine
corroborates dozens of earlier
findings linking meat consump-
tion with premature deaths and
reaffirms the role of lifestyle in
determining our life expectancy.

The 10-year study of 545,653
Americans found that those con-
suming the equivalent of a small
hamburger (every day) were 33
percent more likely to die, mostly
from heart disease and cancer, than
those who ate the least meat.

Last October, a study of 16,000
people in 52 countries, published
by the American Heart Association,
found thata “western” diet of meat,
fried foods, and salty snacks raised
the risk of heart attacks by 35 per-
cent. Conversely, a diet rich in fruits
and vegetables reduced heart attack
risk by 30 percent. A 24-year study
of 88,517 female nurses, published
in last April’s Archives of Internal
Medicine found that those who ate
lots of fruits, vegetables, and whole

grains, reduced their risk of heart
attack and stroke by 24 and 18 per-
cent, respectively.

A landmark review of 7,000 diet
and health reports, released in the
fall of 2007 by the World Cancer
Research Fund, found a “convinc-
ing” link between consumption of
meat and an elevated risk of colon
cancer, as well as a “likely” link
with cancers of the lung, stomach,
pancreas, esophagus, prostate,
and uterus.

It never ceases to amaze me how
quickly we condemn regulatory
authorities for traces of toxins in
our food or water, while ignoring
the much larger dietary health
threat of animal products.

Miles Barne
Sharon Park Drive, Menlo Park

HE TOWN SQUARE

Post your views and
comments on TownSquare:
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

A tribute to Woodside’s Bill Jackson

By Gary McKae

or four years I had the
Fhonor and privilege to sit

next to and serve with Bill
Jackson on the Woodside Town
Council. Throughout those four
years of working with Bill — as
mayor pro-tem, mayor and
council member, I was impressed
with the dedication to service
and fairness he applied as he
took on the problems that faced
us on the council.

“Not on my watch” were Bill’s
words when we were faced with
a decision that was politically
charged. He took to solving a
problem as he took to the sails
when he sailed his boat. He
attacked with vim and vigor
and determination to solve the
problem and find the middle
ground that satisfied all council

members,
the citizens
of Wood-
side, as well
as town staff
members
The
town of
Woodside
was very for-
tunate and

GUEST
OPINION

hasbeen very
fortunate in
having the volunteer services of
people like Bill Jackson. In look-
ing back over the 24 years I lived
in Woodside and the over 10 years
of committee and council service,
there is no one person who stands
out as much in terms of service
and dedication as Bill Jackson.
To give you an idea of the type
of man Bill Jackson was let me

tell you what he said to me when
we left the council:

“Gary, do you know what I
will miss about you?”

“No I don’t, Bill,” I replied.

“Your smile,” he said.

Do you know what he said
when we met when the town put
on a service recognition event
for the town’s anniversary?

“Gary, good to see you and
that smile of yours again.”

There could be no greater
recognition for Bill than for the
town to create a Bill Jackson
Recognition Award for Com-
munity Service for an individ-
ual who has served the town of
Woodside. No one person would
deserve it more than “Not on my
watch” Bill Jackson.

Gary McKae is a former Wood-
side Town Council member. &

Energy Efficiency and
Environmental Protection

A Bright Idea!

Fluorescent lighting contains mercury and is
not allowed in the garbage.

The County of San Mateo would like to recognize and thank the Retail Recycling Partners who assist
the County in the proper recycling of fluorescent bulbs. The following retailers are providing a community
service and helping protect the environment and your neighborhood.

CALIFORNIA

ta}ke

Fluorescent tubes also contain mercury. To
recycle tubes, please call San Mateo
County’s Household Hazardous Waste
Program for recyding options at
650-372-6200. View drop-off locations
online, ormake an appointment to dispose
of other household hazardous waste at:
www.smhealth.org/hhw.

Message brought to you locally by:

Take back your used fluorescent lighting to these Retail Recycling Partners:

Reclaim: Healthy Green Home « 855 Santa Cruz Ave. - Menlo Park
Portola Valley Hardware - 112 Portola Rd. - Portola Valley
IKEA - 1700 East Bayshore Rd. « East Palo Alto

All Home Depot Stores

Pacific Gas and
Electric Company”®

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
SAN MATEO COUNTY

DSEFS
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apr.com

REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990
Reading between the emotional line makes the
difference between finding a house and a home.

A
A ==

ALAIN PINEL

REALTORS

T

Kyra Gebhardt
650.740.1811

kyra@apr.com

Carol, Rosemary
& Nicole
650.543.1184

teamcrn@apr.com

Lynn Wilson

Roberts
650.209.1563
Iwilsonroberts@apr.com

Joe & Mary

Merkert
650.543.1156

jmerkert@apr.com

Julia Keady
650.400.0100
jkeady @apr.com

LOS ALTOS

Woodside

$6,850,000
Completely remodeled home privately situated on 4.5+ac sur-
rounded by Wunderlich Park. Pool, 10-stall barn/ring.

Palo Alto $2,350,000
4bd/3ba located on one of Crescent Park's most enchant-
ing streets where each home is a custom classic.

Redwood City

$2,095,000
Elegant 4bd/3.5ba home + bonus room. 3 fireplaces with
hand-carved limestone mantels. Bay and canyon views.

Menlo Park $1,750,000
Top of Sharon Heights. Impeccably remodeled in 2004 this
3bd/2.5ba home boasts tasteful finishes throughout.

Palo Alto $1,098,000
Bright 3bd/2ba with updated kitchen and baths. Pool,
garden and play area.

Patricia Robison &
Ursula Cremona
650.209.1620/ 650.209.1621
probison@apr.com
ucremona@apr.com

Grace Wu
650.543.1086

gwu@apr.com

Ry

Magge Heilman

650.543.1185

mheilman@apr.com

T

Kyra Gebhardt
650.740.1811

kyra@apr.com

John Forsyth James

650.218.4337

john.james@apr.com

Los Altos Hills $4,200,000
California living tucked away in the hills on 3+/- acres. This
3bd/2ba home was designed by renowned architect
Goodwin Steinberg.

i "

Palo Alto

$2,295,000
Extensively remodeled 5bd/3ba with top-of-the-line ame-
nitities and fine details throughout.

Menlo Park

$1,975,000
Price slashed! was $2,295,000. Stunning superior quality
new construction. Las Lomitas Schools.

Menlo Park

$1,495,000
Charming, remodeled 5bd/3ba home in Menlo Park’s
highly desirable Willows neighborhood.

Los Altos $1,799,000-$3,499,000

Visit www.dixonway.com for options available to build in new

cul-de-sac in North Los Altos.

167 S San Antonio Road 650.941.1111 | PALO ALTO 578 University Avenue 650.323.1111

MENLO PARK 1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100 650.462.1111

APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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