
T H E  H O M E T O W N  N E W S P A P E R  F O R  M E N L O  P A R K ,  A T H E R T O N ,  P O R T O L A  V A L L E Y  A N D  W O O D S I D E

w w w . T h e A l m a n a c O n l i n e . c o mJ U LY  8 ,  2 0 0 9   |   VOL. 44  NO. 45

HIGH SCHOOLS: District eyes staff pay cuts, 
shorter school year to slash budget. | PAGE 5

New technology gives special -needs 
s tudents  a  boost  a t  AchieveKids

See Second Section



2 ■ The Almanac ■ July 8, 2009

 

a p r . c o m

R E D E F I N I N G  QU A L I T Y  S I N C E  19 9 0 
Re a d i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  l i n e  m a k e s  t h e  
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WOODSIDE
Extraordinary Woodside estate in 
prime location set on 4.5+/- acres with 
Redwood trees, creeks, and sunny 
pool area. Custom-designed residence 
offers 5bd/4.5ba, including the luxurious 
master suite with 2 fireplaces, 2 walk-in 
closets and exquisite double bathroom 
with Jacuzzi tub. Self-contained pool/
guest house with kitchen and changing 
area with sauna. 4 car garage. Portola 
Valley Schools. 

$8,500,000

ATHERTON
At the end of a West Atherton cul-de-
sac, this contemporary home features 
soaring cathedral ceilings and dramatic 
walls of glass providing views of 
the peaceful and private garden. The 
comfortable floor plan has huge rooms 
and expansive decks for the enjoyment 
of the surrounding natural beauty.  

$3,200,000

PALO ALTO
Fabulous Dutch Colonial in the heart 
of Old Palo Alto. Includes 4bd/4.5ba 
on three levels, wine room, outdoor 
fireplace and barbeque. The gourmet 
kitchen is exquisitely designed and 
has a fabulous aga range, granite 
countertops and beautifully crafted 
cabinetry. 

$4,995,000

apr.com  |   MENLO PARK OFFICE  1550 EL CAMINO REAL, SUITE 100  650.462.1111

apr.com  |   WOODSIDE OFFICE  2930 WOODSIDE ROAD  650.529.1111

APR COUNTIES   |   Santa Clara  |   San Mateo  |   San Francisco  |   Alameda  |   Contra Costa  |   Monterey  |   Santa Cruz
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Summer camp in the city
Shayna Maille, left, and Julia Montgomery hang out during a lunch break at the recent Menlo Madness 
Summer Camp held at the Burgess Recreation Center. WWW.BAUMANRAREBOOKS.COM

535 Madison Avenue, New York
and at The Palazzo in Las Vegas
For a complimentary catalogue, 

call us at 1-800-972-2862  
or email us at brb@baumanrarebooks.com

Be inspired. Build a great library.

Dr. Richard S. Durando, DDS
625 Menlo Avenue • Menlo Park

www.menloparkdentalcare.com

650.323.8328
Contact us today for a consultation.

A Beautiful Smile for the 
entire Family!

Dr. Richard S. Durando, DDS is known for 
his personal touch that leads our patients 

to refer their friends and families. Many of 
our new patients come to us from personal 
patient referrals. We are proud of our work 
and our attempts to bring a unique service to 
the complex world of family health care.

Dr. Durando is 
available for all 

your family’s 
cosmetic and 
dental needs. 

■ Comprehensive Dental Care ■ Restorations ■ TMJ 
■ Implants ■ Veneers ■ Emergency Services Available
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Atherton
■  Jury finds public works supervisor not guilty of 
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Menlo Park
■  Divided Planning Commission sends gym plan 
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■  High school district eyes staff pay cuts, shorter 
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

Roberts Market Deli
DELI
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Sale Dates: : July 8, 9, 10, 11 www.robertsmarket.com

ANNIE’S NATURALS BALSAMIC VINAIGRETTE
8oz. – Also Italian – Raspberry - Green Goddess 

$249

ATHENOS TRADITIONAL CRUMBLED FETA 
6oz. Tub – Also Reduced Fat 

$199

HOT POCKET PEPPERONI PIZZA 
9oz. – Also Croissant Crust  

$199

ROBERTS AMERICAN GOURMET PIRATE BOOTY
4oz. 

$189

KINGSFORD CHARCOAL BRIQUETS 
9 lb. Bag – Also Mesquite  

$ 469

MEAT
Robert’s Homemade!

TROUT

The heat is on and what better than a cold, 
crisp Sauvignon Blanc to slake your thirst? 
Here are a few delicious, refreshing whites.  

Chill “em” down and kick back.
New Cheeses from 

Wisconsin!

$998
lb

79¢
lb

ROBERTS HARDWARE
3044 Woodside Road • 851-1084

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

SOUTHWEST BURGER 
$498

 lb

PORTERHOUSE STEAK 
$1198

 lb

T-BONE STEAK 
$998

 lb

Tender, local

BLUE LAKE BEANS 

SUMMIT GAS GRILLS

Summer 
Sauvignons

2008 Pomelo Sauvignon 
Blanc, California Reg. $9.99  SALE 

$899

As the name suggests, a crisp, fresh, citrusy delight! 

2007 Ch. Lagupeau 
Graves, Bordeaux Reg. $ 11.99  SALE 

$999

A serious effort from a great vintage! A great bargain.

2007 Giesen Sauvignon Blanc, 
Marlborough, NZ Reg. $12.99  SALE 

$1099

A classic NZ Sauvignon with hints of grass and grapefruit.

2008 Beckman Sauvignon Blanc, 
Santa Ynez Valley Reg. $13.99  SALE 

$1199

A sleeper, and one of my favorites. Beautiful mineral 
complexity.

2008 Morgan Sauvignon 
Blanc, Monterey Reg. $13.99 SALE 

$1199

A classic from this perennial over-achiever. Outstanding.

SPECIAL OFFER:
• Free Cover And Propane

Save up to $120.00*

AS USUAL:
• Free assembly

• Free local delivery

*Free cover and propane good 
on Summit Series only 

See store for available models and prices

T

B

Assorted Varieties

SUMMER SQUASHES 59¢lb

California

THOMPSON & FLAME SEEDLESS GRAPES $199
 lb

Washington

TOMCOT APRICOTS $199
 lb

83¢CLOVER ORGANIC LOW FAT YOGURT 
6oz.

From Carr –Valley Snow 
White Cheddar

Goat’s milk – Aged 6 months
Best of Show 2008 American 
Cheese Society Competition

$2309
lb

From Carr –Benedictine
A mixed milk cheese – 
Sheep, cow & goat’s milk. 
Winner of numerous awards

$2279
lb

From Sartori  –Asiago Basil
A hard Italian Italian Style cheese  - 
Traditional Asiago flavor with basil.
Great with a crusty Ciabatta bread

$1689
lb

From Crave Brothers 
Farmstead Cheeses - Petit 

Frère “Little Brother”
An American original – created by the Crave 
Brothers to reflect their Irish-French heritage 
cow’s milk cheese washed rind, earthy and fruity.

$1559
lb

s milk cheese washed rind, earthy and fruuity

$ 5

FrFrFrrFrFrFF eesesesseshhhhh

10% Wine 
Discount 

on 6 Bottles
Effective immediately, Roberts is offering 

a 10% discount on the purchase of 6, or 

more, bottles of regularly priced wines. 

Red tag sale prices excluded. 



By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

A project to build a new 
city gymnasium in Menlo 
Park’s Civic Center complex 

has cleared another hurdle, and 
now faces a vote of the City Council 
before construction can begin.
 A divided Planning Commis-
sion voted at its June 29 meeting 
to approve architectural plans for 
the gymnasium, with a number 
of conditions and recommenda-
tions, including a set-aside of park-
ing spaces designated for library 
patrons.
 The 4-3 vote opened the door for 
the council to give the final stamp 
of approval at its July 21 meeting, 
when it’s scheduled to review the 
project.
 Funded jointly through a bond 
measure and by donor John Arril-
laga, the gym would front on 

Alma Street, and would be nestled 
between the recreation center, the 
skate park, and the parking lot 
adjacent to the library.
 After construction is complete, 
the existing gymnasium, which 
faces Laurel Street, would be razed 
and replaced with a new gymnas-
tics center.
 City officials, however, are quick 
to point out that the city hasn’t yet 
committed funds to that facility.

Plans incomplete?
 Over the past month, the city has 
been accused of failing to think 
through the gym’s placement and 
design. Members of the Planning 
Commission and the library com-
munity have criticized what they 
see as the city’s failure to consider 
the impact the gym will have on 
library users, and on others who 
park in the adjacent lot.
 The commission approved 

architectural plans for the gym-
nasium. The action, subject to City 
Council approval, requires the city 
to address the parking situation 
before the gym opens for use.
 Under the commission’s require-
ments, the city would have to set 
aside designated parking areas for 
library patrons. Parking would 
be provided elsewhere for city 
employees. The city would also 

have to institute time restrictions 
on parking spots, and to coor-
dinate major events on the Civic 
Center campus.
 In addition, the city would 
remove existing landscaping in the 
lot nearest the library, to allow for 
more parking spaces.
 The requirements weren’t 
enough for the three commis-
sioners who voted against the 

plan: Melody Pagee, Vince Bressler, 
and John Kadvany. Ms. Pagee and 
Mr. Kadvany also took issue with 
the architectural plans for the gym 
itself.
 The plan for parking and traffic 
circulation is “simply incomplete,” 
Mr. Kadvany said in an interview. 
“Everybody wants to see the proj-
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High school district eyes staff pay cuts
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■Additional $3 million in 
budget cuts could lead to 
shorter school year, staff 
furloughs.
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

The budget pains just keep on com-
ing.
 After having planned $2.5 million 

in cuts for the 12-month period that began 
July 1, management staff of the Sequoia 
Union High School District — which 

includes Menlo-Atherton and Woodside 
high schools — have asked the board to 
identify $3  million more in cuts 
from its $100 million budget.
 The first round of cuts avoided the class-
room, and this round will too, district Super-
intendent Pat Gemma said in an interview. 
The target, he said, will be where 80 percent 
to 85 percent of the district’s expenses lie: 
compensation for teachers and staff.
 With the state budget in dire straits, the 
California School Board Association rec-
ommended that public school districts put 
compensation packages on the table, Mr. 

Gemma said.
Greg Gruszynski, president of the Sequoia 
district teachers union, did not respond 
to a request for comment by press time, 
but Sequoia Trustee Gordon Lewin said 
Mr. Gruszynski had informed him that he 
“understood” the need to look at teacher 
compensation.
 Furloughs, temporary salary cuts and 
higher insurance co-pays are among the 
ideas to be negotiated with teachers in the 
fall, plus a “judicial use of our reserves,” Mr. 
Gemma said. Furloughs, another way of 
saying unpaid vacations, would mean fewer 

school days and a shorter school year.
The fiscal year that starts in July 2010 will 
probably see cuts of another $2.5 million, 
and that’s assuming no mid-year correc-
tions in Sacramento between now and then, 
Mr. Gemma said.
 By keeping cuts away from the classroom, 
layoffs have not touched teachers so far, 
and aren’t likely to for this budget year, Mr. 
Lewin noted.
 “Having done that, there’s not much more 
you can do. You have to look at teacher 
payroll. Everyone has to help out a little bit 
to avoid (teacher) layoffs,” he said. A

■ Commission requires city to implement parking 
plan, makes several recommendations to City Council.

Courtesy, city of Menlo Park

Architect’s rendering of proposed gymnasium, as seen from Alma Street. The City Council is scheduled 
to vote on whether to approve the project at its July 21 meeting.

New gym project clears 
divided commission

Jury: public works supervisor not guilty of assault
By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

A jury on July 2 returned ver-
dicts of “not guilty” on mis-
demeanor counts of assault 

and battery against Atherton public 
works supervisor Troy Henderson. 
 Mr. Henderson, a 33-year employ-
ee of the town, was accused of lung-
ing at and grabbing Atherton police 
officer Pilar Ortiz-Buckley in an 
incident caught on the police sta-
tion’s surveillance video.
 Mr. Henderson’s attorney, Jaime 
Harley, said her client suffered a lot 

during the trial. “I was relieved and 
happy, and so was he,” she told The 
Almanac about Mr. Henderson’s 
reaction to the not-guilty verdict. 
“He cried a lot today.”
 Mr. Henderson is planning to 
retire soon, she said. 
 “His reputation was riding on 
it more than anything else, and I 
think his career probably hinged on 
an acquittal,” Ms. Harley said. “He 
thought he would lose his job if he 
was convicted.”
 Prosecutor Sharon Lee of the San 
Mateo County District Attorney’s 

Offfice described Ms. Ortiz-Buck-
ley as the unwitting victim of a man 
who engaged in habitual sexual 
harassment of his female coworkers 
in closing arguments July 1. 
 Ms. Harley had a very different 
take on the assault and battery 
charges against her client: Ms. 
Ortiz-Buckley set up Mr. Hender-
son with an eye towards cashing in 
later.
 “We’re disappointed. We felt he 

did commit these offenses and we 
wish the jury saw it the way we did,” 
Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Steve Wagstaffe told The Almanac. 
 The pattern of alleged sexual 
harassment described by Ms. Ortiz-
Buckley and two other female town 
employees may have been accept-
able 30 or 40 years ago, but not 
anymore, Mr. Wagstaffe said. 
 “I hope the defendant did not 
get the message, ‘What I’ve been 
doing is OK.’ It is unacceptable in 
today’s world,” Mr. Wagstaffe said. 
“Women should not be subject to 

lewd language, improper touch-
ing and improper behavior — but 
that’s not what he was on trial for.”
 Jury deliberations began the after-
noon of July 1 in San Mateo County 
Superior Court in Redwood City. 
The verdict was returned around 
11 a.m. the following morning. 
 The assault and battery charges 
stem from a June 3, 2008, incident, 
when then-Officer Ortiz-Buckley 
was sitting in the police station staff 
room and Mr. Henderson lunged at 

See HENDERSON, page 6

See MENLO PARK GYM, page 8
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her and grabbed her, according to 
Mr. Wagstaffe. Ms. Ortiz-Buckley 
has since retired as an officer,
 Ms. Ortiz-Buckley was lambasted 
as a lying opportunist who is inter-
ested only in money by defense 
attorney Harley in her closing argu-
ment. 
 Ms. Harley speculated that Ms. 
Ortiz-Buckley lured Mr. Hen-
derson into the staff room with 
the express purpose of creating a 
video that she could later use in an 
attempt to wring money out of the 
town. There is no audio, so there’s 
no telling what was being said, Ms. 
Harley said. “She could have been 
saying, ‘Come here, big boy,’” Ms. 
Harley said.
 Because Mr. Henderson had 
previous complaints about sexual 
harassment made against him, she 
knew that he would be a vulnerable 
target, Ms. Harley said 
 “Everything is about money, 
every lie she told,” Ms. Harley told 
the jury. “She’s thinking about the 
big payday at the end.”
 Mr. Henderson, 58, is old, in ill-
health and confused by the strange 
incident, his attorney said.
 “I hope you gave your eyes a good 
rub, because you just had sand 
thrown in them,” said Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney Lee. “This defense is 
trying to re-victimize this victim at 
every opportunity.
 Ms. Lee said Mr. Henderson lied 
repeatedly on the witness stand, 
and stared intently at his attorney 
as he tried to come up with the 
right responses when he was being 
cross-examined. She pointed out 
that Mr. Henderson testified that 
he was “shocked” by Ms. Ortiz-
Buckley’s behavior and wanted to 
forget it, and he also testified that 
he couldn’t really remember the 
incident. 
 Ms. Lee also questioned how Ms. 
Ortiz-Buckley could have possibly 
manipulated Mr. Henderson as the 
defense alleged.
 “Where are the puppet strings 
that made him lunge into her and 
grab her?” Ms. Lee asked the jury 
rhetorically. 
 “To say she’s doing this as a dia-
bolical plan to get big money? That 
is absurd,” she said.
 Ms. Lee also brought up the 
16 sexual-harassment complaints 
filed against Mr. Henderson by 
Atherton town staff members.
 Atherton Sgt. Kristin Nichols and 
former town employee Lois Eng-
lish testified June 30 to numerous 
alleged incidents of sexual harass-
ment by Mr. Henderson.
 Ms. English said she filed many 
complaints about the almost daily 
pattern of sexual comments from 
Mr. Henderson during the 16 years 
she worked for the town. 
 “His demeanor suggested he 
meant it (the comments) as sexu-

al,” she testified. “He would stick 
out his tongue and flick it in a 
sexual way.” 
 She said Mr. Henderson once 
came up behind her and put his 
hands down her shirt, into the top 
of her bra. The behavior stopped 
only after she cut him off and 
refused to talk to him, she said.
 Sgt. Nichols testified she was 
standing in front of the police sta-
tion in 2002 when Mr. Henderson 
pulled up. “He said he wanted to 
shake me up and show me how to 
feel good. He told me he’d be keep-
ing his eye on me,” Sgt. Nichols 
testified Tuesday. She filed a formal 
complaint about the incident.
 Now-retired officer Ortiz-Buck-
ley testified Monday that she “was 
standing up to a bully” when she 
shoved Mr. Henderson away during 
the videotaped incident. She didn’t 
immediately report it or ask for help 
because she didn’t want to appear 
weak, she said.
 She testified that she had always 
ignored sexual comments Mr. 
Henderson directed at her because 
she considered him a friend, but on 
that day, his demeanor and posture 
were different. She said she was 
shocked by the incident, and that 
Mr. Henderson threatened her after 
she warned him not to take her on.
 Mr. Henderson testified on Tues-
day that he didn’t even remember 
the incident until he was later ques-
tioned about it and shown the sur-
veillance camera footage. He never 
touched her and only stepped close 
to her, not because he was threaten-
ing her but because her voice had 
dropped and he couldn’t hear her, 
he said.
 Mr. Henderson testified that he 
never made any sexual comments 
toward Ms. Ortiz-Buckley, and 
wasn’t seeking a relationship with 
her. “That’s disrespectful to say to 
anyone,” he said. He said he might 
talk about sex with his male co-
workers but not the female ones. “I 
would never do anything to hurt 
Ms. Ortiz or disrespect her,” he 
testified.
 Ms. Ortiz-Buckley’s ex-husband 
John Buckley was called to the stand 
as a character witness. He said Ms. 
Ortiz-Buckley had lied on many 
occasions, and he claimed that she 
frequently worked her side job of 
conducting background checks 
while on-duty as a police officer. He 
conceded that the divorce was not 
amicable and that there had been 
a custody dispute over their young 
son.
 His testimony was countered by 
former Atherton police chief Bob 
Brennan, who was asked his opin-
ion of Ms. Ortiz-Buckley’s honesty. 
“I have the opinion that she is an 
honest and truthful person,” he 
testified. Sgt. Nichols also testified 
to Ms. Ortiz-Buckley’s honesty.
 Mr. Henderson and the town 
of Atherton are named in a civil 
lawsuit Ms. Ortiz-Buckley filed 
this spring, alleging ongoing 

See HENDERSON, page 13

HENDERSON 
continued from page 5

Not guilty verdict

Creating Beautiful Rooms Since 1985
www.TraditionsForTheHome.com

850 Santa Cruz Avenue • Menlo Park • 650 325.4849 • Mon-Sat. 10-5:30

FLOOR MODEL

SALE
Now in progress through August 15th

Reductions up to 70% 
on Furniture and Accessories!
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Jensen      Hauser

CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. • (650) 365-5027 • Redwood City

2115 El Camino Real
REDWOOD CITY
650.365.0280

Fans of the night sky behold views 
of the universe at star-gazing party

Star-gazers enjoyed the privilege of 
close-up views of the moon around 
sunset, and later of Saturn and various 
other bright objects in the universe at a 
star party on the soccer field at Portola 
Valley Town Center on June 26.

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Silicon Valley lights are bright 
— bright enough to wash 
out the blackness of the night 

sky and reduce the panorama of 
stars and other celestial objects 
to an underwhelming ceiling of 
various shades of gray punctuated 
here and there by white dots. The 
Big Dipper is visible. Big deal.
 For fans of the night sky, Portola 
Valley is the closest thing to a ref-
uge this side of the Coast Range. 
The town regulates residential 
and commercial lighting so as 
to preserve the night’s blackness. 
Periodically, local astronomers 
from the Peninsula Astronomical 
Society bring their telescopes out 
to the soccer field at Town Center 
to look out at the universe.
 The most recent event occurred 
Friday, June 26, with six or seven 
telescopes arrayed around the 
field and as many as 50 people as 
the night wore on, according to 
Yvonne Tryce, chair of the Nature 
and Science Committee, which 
was the event’s sponsor.
 The night began officially at 8 
p.m. but didn’t really get rolling 
until after the sun set, around 
8:30. An Almanac reporter stayed 
until about 10, talking with 
visitors and occasionally looking 
through the telescope of Portola 
Valley resident Jim McClure, who 
also volunteers as a fifth-grade 
astronomy teacher at Corte Mad-

era Middle School.
 The moon was Mr. McClure’s 
first target. Star-gazing parties 
tend to be scheduled for when the 
moon is but a sliver and its cra-
ters deeply shadowed and easy to 
pick out, he said. A sliver moon 
allows astronomers to keep visi-
tors engaged while the sky dark-
ens, and the moon’s minimal 
exposure doesn’t overwhelm the 
softer starlight.
 With the darkness deepening, 
Mr. McClure trained his 14-inch 
telescope on a tiny orange dot 
above and to the left of the moon, 
no more than a freckle on the 
face of the night.
 Through the eyepiece, in the 
remote blackness of space, Sat-
urn hovered, ringed and glowing 
in the sun’s rays. Trapped in orbit 
around it was its largest moon, 
Titan. Cold and unforgiving 
worlds and yet orderly, a sam-
pling of the universe, a neighbor 
in our solar system.
 As is Jupiter. Though not vis-
ible on this night, it is deserving 
of special recognition, given 
its role in the early eons of the 
solar system, according to Mr. 
McClure.
 When the solar system was 
young and overpopulated with 
comets and other dangerous 
projectiles, Jupiter’s mass and 
gravity pulled them in and incin-
erated them, thereby cleaning up 
the neighborhood and making 
the Earth safe for evolution, Mr. 

McClure said.
 The 1994 impact of comet 
Schumacher-Levy on Jupiter, 
with each immolated piece leav-
ing behind a dark Earth-sized 
smudge in Jupiter’s atmosphere, 
makes his point.
 Had Jupiter not cleansed the 
solar system, Mr. McClure said, 
the number of large objects hit-
ting the Earth would have caused 
far more mass extinction events 
and our highest life form today 
would probably be plants.
 The telescopes later trained on 
star clusters, nebulae, galaxies 
and double stars, which are more 
common in the universe than 
single stars like our sun.
 A single star for a sun: it didn’t 
have to be that way. We could 
have had our own double-star 
system if Jupiter had had more 
mass, Mr. McClure said (not that 
he was complaining). Jupiter is 
considered a failed star, massive 
but not massive enough to gener-
ate the pressure and heat to start 
the self-sustaining ignition of a 
star, he said.
 Back on this planet, Portola 
Valley will host other star parties, 
with the next one probably com-
ing in the fall, Ms. Tryce said. 
Check the calendar at the town’s 
Web site at www.portolavalley.
net, or sign up there for an 
e-mailed bulletin by going to the 
eNotice Sign Up page and check-
ing the box for the Nature and 
Science Committee. A

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property.

Sellers’ Responsibilities

Q: I have just spent a great deal 

getting my house ready for sale and 

don’t want to put any more money 

into this property.  What are my 

obligations as a seller?

 

A: You are wise to spend 
money preparing your house for 
sale especially if your expenses 
are for maintenance and cosmetic 
renovation.  Buyers respond well to 
attractive properties in good repair.  
It speaks well for a property if sellers 
have maintained it consistently and 
buyers are reassured that there are 
not likely to be hidden problems. 

You should consider purchas-
ing a good sellers’ home protec-

tion plan to protect yourself from 
an unexpected event such as the 
breakdown of a furnace, water 
heater, or a plumbing or electri-
cal component.  For less than $1 
per day during the listing period, 
sellers can obtain this coverage.
It is offered in conjunction with a 
one-year policy for the new owner 
beginning at close of escrow. 
 Have a home inspection and 
a pest inspection done.  If there are 
any repair items found, fix them.  
If you are not willing to fix them 
prior to close of escrow, disclose 
them and offer a credit to the buyer 
for the repair. This approach will 
appeal to buyers and speed the 
selling process.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman



By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

The Menlo Park VA expects 
to complete several con-
struction and renova-

tion projects by the end of the 
year, aimed at expanding the 
campus’ services, and meeting 
standards for seismic safety.
 The two biggest projects are: 
a new, $33 million nursing 
home, and the conversion of 
a building into a teleradiology 
center, allowing specialists to 
read diagnostic images from 
veterans’ hospitals across the 
country.
 The nursing home project 
is part of a long-term plan to 
replace buildings on the cam-
pus that don’t meet standards 
for seismic safety, according to 
Facility Planner Katelin Haver. 
The facility, which the VA offi-
cially refers to as a “community 
living center,” will replicate the 
functions of the building that 
now houses elderly patients 
with dementia and Alzheimer’s 
disease, Ms. Haver said.
 The new nursing home, con-
tained in several buildings, will 
go in at the northeast corner 
of the VA campus, off Willow 
Road, just south of U.S. 101. In 
designing the facility, the VA 
worked to give it a residential 
feel, in contrast to the more 
“institutional” existing struc-

ture, according to Ms. Haver. 
Residents will have greater 
access to outdoor space, and 
more privacy, she said.
 The building that currently 
houses elderly patients with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease will be temporarily con-
verted to offices for some of 
the administrators displaced 
by construction at the VA’s 
Palo Alto campus, according 
to spokeswoman Kerri Chil-
dress.

Teleradiology center
 The VA is renovating another 
building on the campus to 
serve as the teleradiology cen-
ter.
 The program is currently 
housed in a facility in San 
Bruno. In 2008, technicians 
“reviewed and interpreted 
more than 17,000 cases from 
VA hospitals all over the coun-
try,” Ms. Childress said. Con-
solidating the radiology pro-
gram in a single location makes 
for a more efficient system, she 
said.
 The building will house 
equipment and scan reading 
rooms, as well as administra-
tive offices. The renovation 
will also entail the creation of 
new parking, and the “recon-
figuration” of a road, accord-
ing to Ms. Haver.

Demolishing shelter
 The VA is also planning to 
demolish a building that now 
serves as two homeless shelters: 
InnVision’s Clara Mateo shel-
ter, and a privately run shelter 
for homeless veterans.
 Ms. Childress said the VA 
will work to find new facilities 
for the shelter for veterans, 
because it complements the 
services offered by the VA, 
such as drug rehabilitation 
programs.
 InnVision, however, will have 
to find a new location for the 
Clara Mateo shelter elsewhere. 
The nonprofit announced that 
the shelter was facing closure 
as of late 2008 due to the slack-
ening pace of donations, but 
has continued to operate the 
shelter at reduced capacity.
 In addition to the new nurs-
ing home, the VA also expects 
to complete work in the fall on 
two structures that will sup-
port the campus’ infrastruc-
ture: an engineering building, 
and a warehouse that will sup-
port “emergency management 
preparedness,” Ms. Haver 
said.
 Because funding is allocated 
to each VA campus on a proj-
ect-by-project basis, she said, 
the VA does not have a time 
frame for prospective con-
struction projects. A new out-
patient mental health facility is 
a priority, but that facility is 
“several years out” from receiv-
ing funding, she said. A
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ect go through, but the difficulty 
is that there still seem to be some 
significant unanswered questions 
about how this is going to operate, 
when it comes to circulation and 
parking. ... It would be prudent to 
figure this out now, rather than 
create insoluble problems later.”
 Mr. Kadvany said he thinks the 
gym is too large for the site, and 
that he isn’t in favor of removing the 
landscaping from the library lot.
 He was also the only commis-
sioner to dissent in the vote to 
certify the environmental impact 
report, saying he believes it doesn’t 
address the real issues in play.
 Responding to concerns from 
Mr. Kadvany and others that the 
gym had been “shoehorned” into 
the proposed site, commission 
chair Henry Riggs argued that the 
gym would have the least impact 
on the rest of the campus at the 
proposed location than at any of the 
sites considered by the city.
 “I would like to say, at least from 
my point of view, that the archi-
tecture fits the site,” he said during 
the meeting. “They are attractive 
buildings — I realize not everyone 
agrees. I also think the scale is 
appropriate on Alma Street.”

Recommendations
 The commission recommended 
that the City Council consider 
building underground parking 
beneath the gym. Mr. Bressler made 
the motion.
 “I just think it would be very nice 
to do underground parking here, 
and to do this right,” he said. “And 
I don’t know whether the donor 
would like to do this right, or not. 

.... Somebody needs to ask the ques-
tion, not just accept that there’s no 
other option.”
 City staff members have said 
that if the city wants to implement 
underground parking, the city — 
not Mr. Arrillaga — would have to 
pay for it.
 The commission made several 
other recommendations to the City 
Council:
■ Address left-turn safety from 
Laurel Street onto Ravenswood 
Avenue, possibly by adding a turn 
signal.
■ Adjust the signal timing to make 
it easier to turn left from Mid-
dlefield Road onto Ravenswood 
Avenue.
■ Instruct the architect to maxi-
mize natural ventilation, and to 
consider methods that would mini-
mize energy use.
■ Consider going through the 
environment-oriented LEED certi-
fication process.
■ Consider adding a second 
entrance to the gym. In current 
plans, the only entrance would 
face the parking lot adjacent to the 
library. Adding a second entrance 
might require paving over the skate 
park and outdoor basketball court, 
adjacent to the southern end of the 
proposed gym site, to create a drop-
off area.
 Another motion, for the City 
Council to re-examine the gym’s 
architecture — adding windows, 
revamping the entrance, and break-
ing up the “boxy” design — failed 
in a 3-3 vote, with Commissioner 
John O’Malley absent after leaving 
before the vote. Ms. Pagee, Mr. 
Kadvany, and Kirsten Keith voted 
in favor, with Mr. Riggs, Mr. 
Bressler, and Katie Ferrick dissent-
ing. A

MENLO PARK GYM 
continued from page 5

County sponsors seminar
for potential candidates 
 People interested in running 
for local public office this fall are 
invited to a two-hour “how to run” 
seminar at 2 p.m. Wednesday, July 
8, in San Mateo. There are 26 seats 
up for election on local town coun-
cils, school boards, and special 
district boards.
 The seminar, conducted by the 
San Mateo County Elections Office, 
will be held at the elections office 
at 40 Tower Road in San Mateo. 
Potential candidates will learn about 
the rules, deadlines, and procedures 
involved in running for public office, 
according to Warren Slocum, the 
county’s chief elections officer.
 A second seminar is set for July 30 
at 10 a.m.
 Up for election on the Nov. 3 ballot 
are three of five seats on the Portola 
Valley Town Council and three of 
seven seats on the Woodside Town 
Council (in districts 2, 4 and 6).
 Among school boards, there are 

two of five seats up for election in 
the Sequoia Union High School 
District, and three of five in the 
Portola Valley Elementary School 
District and the Woodside Elemen-
tary School District.
 Three of five seats are up for elec-
tion on the boards of the Menlo 
Park Fire Protection District, the 
Ladera Recreation District, and the 
Los Trancos County Water District. 
Two of five will be open on the board 
of the West Bay Sanitary District, 
and one of three on the board of the 
Woodside Fire Protection District.
 To RSVP for either seminar, 
contact elections officer Lupe San-
chez at 312-5293, or e-mail her at 
lsanchez@smcare.org. Include your 
name, the office you are interested 
in, and the number of people you 
plan to bring to the seminar.
 A 70-page candidates’ guide is 
available on the election office’s Web 
site, www.shapethefuture.org.

Construction, renovation projects 
under way at Menlo Park VA

Courtesy, VA Palo Alto Health Care System

Dr. Daniel McNay, a radiologist for the VA Palo Alto Health Care System, reviews x-rays at a VA 
teleradiology center, currently housed in San Bruno. A permanent teleradiology center is scheduled to 
open at the VA’s Menlo Park campus by the end of the year.

■ New nursing home, radiology center expected 
to open by 2010.

New gym project
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION
July 15, 2009

7:30 PM

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

3.  Plamen Koev   SDES#2009-0004 
999 Godetia Drive 
 

Review of a new 3,138 square foot one story single family 
residence on a vacant parcel.  The property is located in the 
SR zoning district.  Site improvements include the paving of 
an existing dirt driveway and patios.  The proposed building 
exterior is stone with some stucco lintels. The colors will be a 
blend of tans and browns for both the stone and the stucco.

All application materials are available for public review at the 
Woodside Planning and Building Counter, Woodside Town 
Hall, weekdays from 8:00 – 10:00 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM, or 
by appointment.  For more information, contact the Woodside 
Planning and Building Department at (650) 851-6790.

Info-line: 650-325-2818  |   www.miramarevents.com

July 18-19, 10am-6pm 
Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park

www.menloparkchamber.com

ADMISSION IS  FREE 

Everest high school facilities plan’s
environmental review in progress
■ Sequoia district 
amends facilities offer; 
charter school pushing 
ahead to open in fall.
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

With the clock ticking on 
preparations for the 
first day of school at 

the new Everest (Charter) Public 
High School — set for Aug. 24 
— the investigation continues 
into the viability of the school’s 
proposed home in Redwood 
City in an 18,000-square-foot 
former office building at 955 
Charter St. 
 Consultants working for the 
city Planning Department are 
aware of toxic residues under 
pavement at the proposed school 
site and at the property next 
door, and they are looking into 
whether they could be harm-
ful to humans, said Michelle 
Tangunan, an associate planner 
with the city. 
 Everest officials plan to spend 
$2.3 million on improvements and 
a three-year lease for the Charter 
Street site, and need a conditional 
use permit from the city. 
 Meanwhile, officials from 
the Sequoia Union High School 
District, who have opposed 
Everest’s obtaining a charter 
and question the safety of the 
Charter Street site, are planning 
to amend their required offer of 
facilities to the school. 
 Sequoia’s offer to locate in East 
Palo Alto for the first two years 
still stands, though Everest has 
already rejected that offer. The 
district’s revised offer, to be made 
soon, would move Everest tempo-
rarily to Redwood City after two 
years, Sequoia Superintendent Pat 
Gemma said in an interview. 
 Under that proposal, Everest 
would be moved back to East Palo 
Alto after the district completes 
construction of a multi-charter 
school campus there. 

Environmental review
 Everest’s planned location on 
Charter Street in Redwood City 
was once a truck depot with 
underground fuel storage. 
 According to an official from 
the Environmental Health Divi-
sion of San Mateo County, the site 
was cleaned up years ago and the 

case is now closed. 
 As for the site next door, while 
there are PCBs buried under the 
pavement, there are also plans to 
remove them in the summer of 
2010. In the meantime, they are 
not a danger, officials from the 
Regional Water Quality Board 
have said.
 Such reassurances notwith-
standing, Redwood City’s analysis 
will not be rushed, Ms. Tangu-
nan, the planner, said. “I know 
that (Everest officials) want to 
open in the fall and we’re trying 
to work with that,” she said. “We 
want to be sure we have all our 
ducks in a row.” 
 The department will present its 
analysis for public comment, fol-
lowed by a public hearing before 
a zoning administrator, she said. 

No dates have been set. 
 The district’s concerns about 
the Charter Street site are a 
reaction to two paragraphs in 
an April 21 nine-page review of 
Everest’s plans from the Redwood 
City Planning Department, Mr. 
Gemma said. 
 The paragraphs call attention to 
hydrocarbon and PCB contami-
nation as a “potential environ-
mental concern” and note that 
the information and remediation 
plans, already public, were pre-
pared by the property owner, Tyco 
Thermal Controls. 
 In a June 11 letter to the plan-
ners, Mr. Gemma wrote of con-
cerns about a “possible health and 
safety impact on students at the 
site with such documented (and 
unknown) environmental issues, 
not to mention the potential long 
term liability issues facing the city, 
Everest and the district (if forced 
to pay for such a site).” 
 Superintendent Gemma said 
that, to his knowledge, district 
officials have not sought opinions 

from the county and regional 
agencies involved with these par-
ticular sites as to their toxicity.
 When asked to comment on 
those agencies having given 
these sites clean bills of health, 
Mr. Gemma replied, “So maybe 
the city is going to talk to those 
people as well.” 
 Will the district attend the 
public hearing on Everest’s use 
permit and/or challenge the 
issuance of a permit? Mr. Gem-
ma said he didn’t know, adding, 
“I think if you read the letter, 
we’re just asking the city to do 
its due diligence.” 

Another site planned
 When the state Board of 
Education granted a charter to 
Everest in March, the district 
was required to offer facilities 
to the school and had picked 
a site on Green Street in East 
Palo Alto, which Everest has 
rejected. Everest had requested 
facilities on the Sequoia High 
School campus or elsewhere in 
Redwood City — a request the 
district has denied.
 Everest officials have called 
the East Palo Alto site unwork-
able because it is too far from the 
school’s desired location and the 
facilities are unreasonably spread 
out. Everest has also threatened 
to sue to recover the $2.3 million 
in costs for setting up operations 
at 955 Charter St. 
 The district’s amended offer 
would move Everest after two 
years from the Green Street site 
to a “newly constructed adult 
school” on Fifth Avenue in Red-
wood City. The district has long 
planned a cross-town move for 
the adult school now on Middle-
field Road in Redwood City, but 
would allow Everest to be there 
until a charter school facility is 
ready in East Palo Alto. 
 “Hopefully, (Everest officials) 
will reconsider their current 
plans, and they would be able to 
go there temporarily, at least,” 
Sequoia Trustee Olivia Martinez 
said in an interview. 
 The Fifth Avenue site now 
houses a former Baptist church, 
which would have to be torn 
down. Asked if the site had tox-
icity issues, Mr. Gemma said the 
top 6 inches of topsoil have pes-
ticide contamination, and need-
ed “very minor remediation.” A

‘I know that (Everest 
officials) want to open in 
the fall and we’re trying 
to work with that. We 

want to be sure we have 
all our ducks in a row.’

MICHELLE TANGUNAN

REDWOOD CITY ASSOCIATE PLANNER

Correction
In the July 1 article, “Docu-
mentary salutes Pete McClo-
skey,” Congressman Jerry 
McNerney’s last name was 
misspelled.

2009

SUPERHEROESSUPERHEROESSUPERHEROES
200920092009

In this year’s Readers’ Choice, we salute the Menlo Park superheroes of the local economy: the best 
businesses and hot spots in or around town. Click that mighty mouse and salute 2009’s incredibles!

—Vote for 2009’s incredibles by July 12th 
Vote for your SuperHeroes at  www.TheAlmanacOnline .com



■ Woodside and PV 
blanketed to reinforce 
rules of the road.
By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

Deputies from the San 
Mateo County Sheriff ’s 
Office and nearby police 

departments visited Portola Valley 
and Woodside on two recent days 
and cracked down on bicyclists 
riding through stop signs and 
drivers talking on cell phones 
without hands-free devices.
 Officers issued 90 tickets — 48 
on Saturday, June 27, and 42 on 
Wednesday, July 1 — at several 
intersections, including Alpine and 
Portola roads, Canada Road and 
Jefferson and Glenwood avenues, 
and Portola Road at Sand Hill Road, 
Sgt. Craig Denton of the Sheriff’s 
Office said in an interview. 
 The deputies had help on July 
1 from police departments in 
Menlo Park and Redwood City, 

which contributed two and four 
motorcycle officers, respectively, 
Sgt. Denton said. There were 
more cell phone citations on July 
1 because it was a weekday with 
fewer cyclists out there, he said.
 The community had been 
warned. On Saturday, June 13, Sgt. 
Denton and three other deputies 
spent the day informing cyclists 
and drivers of the rules of the 
road, warning them of upcom-
ing enforcement days, and asking 
them to participate in a local cam-
paign to “honor” the stop sign.
 “Our primary goal is the safe and 
courteous use of the roads by every-
one,” he said. “The inattention, the 
multi-tasking in the vehicles, is 
when bicyclists get hit.”
 “It’s extremely important that 
we get people in vehicles doing 
less and paying attention to what 
they’re doing,” he added. “At the 
same time, it’s dangerous to ride 
(a bicycle) around people who are 
multi-tasking.”
 The year-old honor-the-stop 

campaign is the work of cyclist, 
triathlon coach and Daly City 
resident Marc Evans, who urges 
cyclists, drivers, equestrians, 
pedestrians, joggers, and motor-
cyclists to obey all traffic laws 
and symbolize that commit-
ment by wearing a red and black 
wristband. 
 Go to www.honorthestop.org 
for more information. 
 Not many cyclists honored the 
stop sign at Portola and Sand 
Hill roads, Sgt. Denton said. He 
said he’d be ticketing one rider 
and 20 more would breeze by 
without stopping.
 “It was just epidemic,” he said. 
“Nobody stopped.”
 Some cyclists who were stopped 
weren’t carrying identification, 
so their thumbprints were taken, 
a standard procedure, Sgt. Den-
ton said.
 Others tried to hide their iden-
tity by giving phony names, 
including one cyclist who asked 
what would happen if he gave a 
false name. “I just looked at him 
and wondered if he was serious,” 
Sgt. Denton said.
 More such enforcement days 
could be ahead, he said. A

Arrested man tied 
to multiple crimes
 Menlo Park police responding 
to a report of an auto burglary 
in progress on Thursday, July 2, 
in the 200 block of Willow Road 
arrived on the scene shortly after 
7:15 p.m., set up a perimeter and 
observed a man attempting to 
hide in the bushes, police said.
 The man, Luis Cabrera, 28, of 
East Palo Alto, matched a descrip-
tion given to police, and was 

arrested near Middlefield Road 
at Santa Margarita Avenue and 
booked into San Mateo County 
jail, said Acting Sgt. Kevin Paugh 
of the Menlo Park Police Depart-
ment in a statement.
 The charges against Mr. Cabre-
ra include burglary, theft, pos-
session of stolen property and 
possession of burglary tools, 
police said, adding that items in 
his possession matched property 
reportedly stolen in recent auto 
burglaries in Menlo Park, Palo 

Alto and Redwood City.
 The allegedly stolen property 
in his possession included several 
cell phones and vehicle navigation 
devices, with more allegedly sto-
len items found at his residence, 
police said.
 Police are asking possible vic-
tims and anyone with informa-
tion related to this or other related 
incidents to contact Detective 
Brackett at 330-6345, Detec-
tive Keegan at 330-6360, or the 
anonymous tip line at 330-6395.
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www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

We never forget it’s your home.®

The Forever Home

Thursday, July 16 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Kepler’s Bookstore, Menlo Park

Saturday, July 18 
9:00 am to 11:00 am
Harrell Design Center, Mtn. View

For homeowners interested in creating a space 
that is stylish, safe and comfortable for ages 
4-84.  This workshop presents ideas, products 
and design solutions so you can stay in the 
home you love, this year and every year.

n   Learn to evaluate your family’s specific needs, 
usage patterns and lifestyle

n   Gain knowledge and inspiration through our 
guilded review of other completed home projects

n   Leave with tools for understanding the design 
and remodeling process from start to finish

7

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

CITY OF MENLO PARK 
CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Menlo Park, 
California is scheduled to review the following item: 

Architectural Control, Heritage Tree Removal, Right-of-Way 
Abandonment, and Environmental Review/City of Menlo Park/501 
Laurel Street and 600 Alma Street: Proposal to demolish the existing 
17,400-square-foot gymnasium and gymnastics building and construct 
(a) a new 22,500-square-foot gymnastics facility (plus a 1,400-square-foot 
locker room expansion) at the location of the existing gymnasium and 
gymnastics building, (b) a new 24,100-square-foot gymnasium in an area 
between the existing Recreation Center and Alma Street, and (c) associ-
ated site improvements located at the Civic Center Complex in the P-F 
(Public Facilities) zoning district. As a result of this proposal, three heritage 
trees would need to be removed, and Mielke Drive and a portion of Alma 
Street right-of-way between Ravenswood Avenue and Burgess Drive would 
need to be abandoned to accommodate the proposed gymnasium. The 
City Council will act on the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), archi-
tectural control for the proposed Burgess Gymnasium design, the three 
heritage tree removals, and the proposed right-of-way abandonments.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that the City Council will hold a public 
hearing on this item in the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, locat-
ed at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on Tuesday, July 21, 2009, 7:00 p.m. or 
as near as possible thereafter, at which time and place interested persons 
may appear and be heard thereon.  If you challenge this item in court, you 
may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at 
the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public 
on weekdays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate 
Fridays closed, at the Community Development Department, 701 Laurel 
Street, Menlo Park.  Please call Megan Fisher, Associate Planner, if 
there are any questions or comments on this item.  She may be reached 
at 650-330-6737 or by email at mefisher@menlopark.org. Up-to-date 
information on the project can be found on the project webpage: 
http://www.menlopark.org/departments/pwk/cip/gym/index.html

Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por favor llame al 
650-330-6702, y pregunte por un asistente que hable español.

DATED: July 2, 2009  Margaret Roberts
  City Clerk
PUBLISHED:   July 8, 2009 

If there are any questions, please call the Planning Division at (650) 330-6702.

Two days of ticketing targets 
stop sign, cell phone scofflaws
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Voters, Unite!

I n this year’s Readers’ Choice, 

we salute the superheroes of the 

local economy: the best businesses 

and hot spots in or around town. 

Click that mighty mouse and salute 

2009’s incredibles!

SUPERHEROES
2009

SUPERHEROESSUPERHEROES
20092009

Vote by July 12th at 
TheAlmanacOnline.com

Please Vote

Today!
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550 ravenswood ave
MENLO PARK
(650) 463-1920

2008

onal TrainersSilicon Valley ’s Expert Personal Trainers

“Best Health & 
Fitness Center” 
menlo park almanac

2005 - 2006 - 2008

“BEST GYM” 
PALO ALTO WEEKLY 2006

The Art 
of Being a

Woman
Exquisite Lingerie,
Sleepwear, and

Hosiery from the Finest 
European Designers

Beautifully Fitted

1139 Chestnut, Menlo Park 650.325.2965

Comida Fresca...
Salsa Caliente!

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
Dine in - Take out

Full Service Catering

3539 Alameda de las Pulgas
Menlo Park, CA 94025

TEL 650.854.8226 FAX 650.854.8228
www.lulusmexicanfood.com

BEST MEXICAN 
RESTAURANT &
BEST PLACE TO 
DINE WITH KIDS

2008

2008

VOTE

2008

1047 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park
650.323.1097
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00  
Thursday 'til 9:00 
Next to Su Hong 

READER’S 
CHOICE 
WINNER  
11 YEARS 
IN A ROW

Custom Paint ing, Inc.

We’ll Paint Your Castle Right

www.rubenspaint.com
1259 El Camino Real, #333, Menlo Park CA 94025 Lic. 753977

OFFICE:
800.554.7655 
CELL:
650.814.5062
FAX:
650.322.5146 

2007
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sexual harassment by Mr. Hen-
derson. In her April 22 com-
plaint, Ms. Ortiz-Buckley said 
that once she reported the inci-
dent, she faced retaliation and 
disability discrimination related 
to an injury she suffered in the 
incident, as well as a prior back 
injury she suffered during a 
2007 training exercise. A

HENDERSON 
continued from page 6

Another top staffer says
she will leave city post

By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Days after the resignation of 
a Menlo Park department 
manager, the city has con-

firmed that another key staffer is 
leaving her post.
 Dianne Dryer, the city’s envi-
ronmental programs coordina-
tor, has announced her retire-
ment, Personnel Director Glen 
Kramer said, he didn’t know 
when her last day would be. Ms. 
Dryer is on vacation and could 
not be reached for comment.
 The city has not yet decided 
whether it will hire a replacement 
for Ms. Dryer, or whether exist-
ing staff members will take on 
her duties, Mr. Kramer said.
 He said he did not know 
whether a recent 35 percent 
boost in pension benefits for 
city employees was a factor in 
the decision of the two staffers. 
He did acknowledge that some 
employees had probably delayed 
their retirements until the new 
benefits kicked in.
 Mr. Kramer said he wasn’t 
aware of other impending retire-
ments or resignations.
 Ms. Dryer has been with the 
city 11 years, according to Mr. 
Kramer. As the environmental 
programs coordinator, she has 
managed the city’s recycling and 
garbage services, promoted sus-
tainable environmental practices, 
and served as liaison to the Envi-
ronmental Quality Commission. 
Recently, she helped guide the 
development of the city’s plan 
to address the issue of climate 
change.
 Her retirement follows the 
resignation of Barbara Santos 
George, head of the community 
services department, whose last 
day was July 2.
 In an interview, Ms. George 
said she was stepping down pri-
marily because she wanted to 
pursue new opportunities, such 
as leading sessions to train gov-
ernment employees.
 Ms. Dryer’s annual salary is 
$99,343.50, and Ms. George’s 
was $138,840, according to Mr. 
Kramer.
 Given a dour long-term bud-

get forecast, the city has said it 
will look into the possibility of 
restructuring through attrition, 
rather than replacing employees.
 Increased pension benefits went 
into effect in March, allowing 
non-emergency staff members 
to retire at age 55, with a pension 
equal to 2.7 percent of their high-
est annual salary, multiplied by 
each year of service. For example, 
an employee with 30 years of 
service could retire at age 55, and 
receive an annual pension of 81 
percent (30 years x 2.7 percent) of 
his or her highest salary for life.
 Previously, 55-year-old employ-
ees would receive 2 percent of 
their highest annual salary for 
each year of service. A

GREY GOOSE VODKA 

 750 ML  $26.79  

LE CLOS DU CAILLOU 
VIEILLES VIGNES COTES DU RHONE

2007  $17.99  

S A V I N G S   |   S E L E C T I O N   |   S E R V I C E

*Not responsible for typographical errors.

STORE HOURS:
M O N - F R I  1 0 a m  t o  7 : 3 0 p m 
S AT U R D AY  9 : 3 0 a m  t o  7 : 3 0 p m
S U N D AY  1 0 : 0 0 a m  t o  6 : 3 0 p m

*Offer valid thru 07/31/09 and while supplies last.

SUMMER SALE!

Beltramo’s
1-1/2 miles north of the Stanford Shopping Center

Beltramo’s
w i n e s  a n d  s p i r i t s

HUGEL GENTIL 
ALSACE

2007  $10.99 
JIM BEAM BOURBON 

 750 ML  $12.79 

NEWTON UNFILTERED 
CHARDONNAY NAPA 

2006  $39.99  

JOHNNIE WALKER RED

 1.75ML  $30.89  

BOMBAY SAPPHIRE GIN

 750 ML  $16.99  
JOHNNIE WALKER BLUE 

 750 ML  $159.00  
JOHNNIE WALKER BLACK

 750 ML  $23.99  

★
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★

CLOS DU BOIS 
CHARDONNAY

2007  $7.99  

COMPARE
OUR

PRICES!

The LARGEST 

Selection of Wines in 

the Bay Area!

  ■ MENLO PARK
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Open 7 Days a Week
884 Portola Road, Portola Valley
(Take Sand Hill Road, West off Hwy 280 – 3.5 miles)

650.529.9007
www.parksidegrille.com

Enjoy Lunch and Dinner 
Among 600 Years Old Redwoods

Just 5 Minutes West of 280.

We Offer Eclectic Californian Cusine 
in a Very Relaxed Natural Setting.

Take Advantage of Our No Corkage Fee
On Sundays, Mondays and Tuesdays.

Enjoy Lunch and Dinner

So Close,  Yet So Far Away…

DISCOVER THE GEM OF THE BAY AREA

P arkside
G rille

town& country 
VillageJuly

Music 
Fest

Wednesdays 6-8pm
Town & Country Village
Embarcadero Entrance

2nd annual

Free concerts under the oak trees. 
Fun for the whole family!

July 8 Hands on Fire
World Soul Music

July 15 Keith Johnson & His All-Stars
Rock & Roll through the Decades

July 22 The Soca Steelband
Caribbean & Reggae

July 29 Scion
Groove Oriented Jazz

Please feel free to bring lawn chairs, but be sure they 
are low seating so that everyone can enjoy the music.

Now Open: Astor Gift & Home, From Tee to Green, Gitane, Nanoo, Paper Source, Snip-its
More than 45 Shops, Restaurants & Services y El Camino Real & Embarcadero Road in Palo Alto y TandCVillage.com

Chili’s closing
this week in
Menlo Park
 The Chili’s restaurant in Men-
lo Park is closing this week, a 
spokeswoman has confirmed.
 The restaurant, at the intersec-
tion of El Camino Real and Roble 
Avenue, has operated in Menlo 
Park for 26 years, according to 
Alex Andrade, the city’s business 
development specialist. 
 It will close on Wednesday, 
July 8, according to Stacey Sulli-
van, a spokeswoman for Brinker 
International, the company that 
owns the Chili’s chain.
 Ms. Sullivan responded to 
an Almanac inquiry with an 
e-mail. She wrote: “We con-
stantly review the performance 
of our restaurants and from 
time to time will make the 
tough decision to close a restau-
rant based on evaluative criteria, 
including sales figures, lease 
agreements and other factors.
 “We are very grateful to the loyal 
guests who have visited this loca-
tion over the years and encourage 
them to continue enjoying their 
favorite spiced up flavors at our 
24 other Chili’s locations in the 
greater San Francisco area.”
 Ms. Sullivan did not say how 
many people the restaurant 
employs. A Brinker International 
representative did not respond to 
a request for more information.
 The Chili’s restaurant nearest 
the Menlo Park location is in 
Mountain View, according to 
the company’s Web site.

Simitian holds 
‘office hours’ at 
July 12 market
 Local residents will have an 
opportunity to chat with state 
Sen. Joe Simitian, D-Palo Alto, 
when he holds “sidewalk office 
hours” at the Menlo Park farm-
ers’ market Sunday, July 12.
 Sen. Simitian will be at the 
farmers’ market — on Chestnut 
Street, between Santa Cruz and 
Menlo avenues — from 10 to 
11:30 a.m. “All questions are 
welcome,” and no appointment 
is necessary, his office said in a 
press release.
 He will also answer questions 
at the Redwood City farmers’ 
market on Saturday, July 11, 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. That mar-
ket takes place in a parking lot 
at the corner of Winslow and 
Hamilton streets, in downtown 
Redwood City.
 For more information, visit 
www.senatorsimitian.com, or 
call Sen. Simitian’s Palo Alto 
office at 688-6384.



 An evening of music, food 
and wine at an Atherton estate 
will benefit the music education 
program Music for Minors and 
the West Coast Songwriters on 
Saturday, July 11.
 Sara Bareilles, Eoin Harrington, 
and the two-sister act Karmina 
will perform at the event, spon-
sored by Heart of Silicon Valley. 
Sara Bareilles was a 2009 Gram-
my Award nominee for Song of 
the Year (“Love Song”) and Best 
Female Vocal Performance.
 The fundraiser, at the home of 
Heidi Roizen and David Mohler, 
begins at 5 p.m. with a reception. 
The concert and an auction will 
take place from 6:30 to 8:30. “VIP 
ticket” holders will be treated to 
an artist reception and perfor-
mance, set to begin at 8:30.
 Music for Minors, which 
serves elementary schools in 
San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties, is a nonprofit founded 
as public school music programs 
began to decline and disappear 
in the wake of the 1978 passage 
of state Proposition 13. Through 
the efforts of volunteers in the 
classroom, it aims to fill the gap 
for schools that can’t afford their 
own music programs, accord-

ing to Mona Williams of Menlo 
Park, who was appointed the 
organization’s executive direc-
tor last November.
 “Early music education helps 
build students’ abilities in areas 
from reading to science to math 
proficiency,” Ms. Williams says. 
 Recent studies have shown 
that people exposed to music 
education “are more likely to be 
engaged citizens, go on to higher 
education, have higher paying 
jobs and strive more for personal 
excellence,” according to a press 
release from Music for Minors.
 Whereas Music for Minors 
serves young children, West 
Coast Songwriters offers educa-
tion and support to older kids 
and adults who are exploring 
a career in music or who have 
already established a presence 
in the music industry.
 Tickets for the July 11 event, 
which includes both live and 
silent auctions, are $125 for gen-
eral seating, and $300 for VIP 
seating and benefits. For tickets, 
visit www.hosv.org.
 For information on the ben-
efiting organizations, visit www.
mfm.org and www.westcoast 
songwriters.org.
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Welcome to Our Safe,
State-of-the-Art Office!

Dr. ChauLong Nguyen

Healthy Gums Lead 
to a Healthy Body!

Dr. Nguyen takes the 
time to do a careful & 
thorough exam and 
cleaning herself and 
sees one patient at a 
time for all procedures. 
Many patients like the 
undivided & uninter-
rupted attention that Dr. 
Nguyen reserves to see 
you as a patient since 
she does not double or 
triple schedule patients 
as other doctors do.

Caring for Menlo Park 

With Trusted,  

Comfortable Dentistry

Convenient Appointments Before and After Work or School!

Advanced Technologies

F
All-Porcelain, white

Comprehensive Dental Care

Please visit us on the web: www.MPDentalExcellence.com
We cordially invite you to call
(650) 838-0260

Our office is conveniently located at the corner of Oak Grove Avenue and Crane Street.

“YES!”
implants

to dental
Don’t miss life because
of missing teeth, say.....
The many benefits of dental implants

Menlo Park
Dental Excellence

Menlo Park
Dental Excellence

“YES!”
implants

to dental
Don’t miss life because
of missing teeth, say.....
The many benefits of dental implants

Continued research has linked gum 
disease to diabetes, heart disease and 
low birth weight. Call today for your 

dental cleaning.

At my practice, I take time to care for 

each patient with my full attention. I 

also see only one patient at a time so I can 

do a thorough and exceptional job. With my 

frequent continuing education, I provide 

the best care with the  latest advanced 

technologies of laser, digital x-rays, 

computerized Comfort Control anesthetic 

system, CEREC 3D which makes porcelain 

crowns & fi llings in one appointment, 

no-temporary and no impression is needed. 

I take care of patients with dental diseases, 

gum diseases, cosmetic dentistry, veneers, 

full mouth reconstructions. I enjoy doing 

dental cleaning, cosmetic work, and placing 

and restoring implants most.

Cleaning & Polishing $122  |  Dental Exam & 4 X-rays $76

Sparkling Clean, 
Non-Toxic Home 
by TeamWorks.

Social business is our solution.
www.TeamWorks-Cleaning.coop

650.940.9773

TeamWorks house cleaning service 

uses non-toxic biodegradable supplies so 

you can enjoy a clean, healthy home.  

And because TeamWorks is owned 

by its workforce, the entire staff 

is invested in providing quality 

service that you can trust.

Summer

Special
SAVE

When you start  
service in Summer 
of 2009*

*$25 off each of your fi rst three cleaning visits
Offer applies to new clients only.  Expires August 31, 2009

$75

city of palo alto recreation presents
The Twenty Fifth Annual

The Palo Alto Weekly Moonlight Run & 
Walk

OCTOBER 2, 2009
Registration begins in July

www.PaloAltoOnline

Bareilles in spotlight at
benefit concert, event
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Creek funding 
clears House 
subcommitte
 A House of Representatives 
subcommittee has voted for leg-
islation that contains nearly $10 
million for projects in the 14th 
Congressional District, which 
includes Menlo Park, Atherton, 
Woodside and Portola Valley.
 The Energy and Water Devel-
opment Appropriations Act 
would fund four projects in the 
district, including providing 
$300,000 for a study of flood 
protection measures for San 
Francisquito Creek, said Rep. 
Anna Eshoo, D-Menlo Park.
 Before the legislation is enact-
ed, it must be approved by the 
House and Senate, and be signed 
by the president.
 Other local projects in the 
legislation:
 ■ Dredging of a navigation 
channel in the port of Redwood 
City: $6.745 million.
 ■ Study of a project to provide 
flood protection for Silicon Val-
ley: $2.8 million.
 ■ Bay Area regional water 
recycling program: $100,000.
 “As the budget crisis in Cali-
fornia worsens, it’s essential that 
projects critical to protecting 
our major routes of transporta-
tion, water systems, and homes 
not be neglected,” Ms. Eshoo 
said in a June 26 press release.

Trails closed
 Would-be hikers won’t 
be able to use the trails in 
the northern area of the 
Ravenswood Open Space 
Preserve, abutting the 
Dumbarton Bridge, until 
late 2010.
 That’s because the trails 
have been closed to allow 
for restoration work on a 
nearby salt pond, accord-
ing to the Midpeninsula 
Regional Open Space Dis-
trict.
 Work on the Ravenswood 
Salt Pond, part of a multi-
agency project aimed at 
restoring 15,100 acres of 
commercial salt ponds at 
the south end of San Fran-
cisco Bay, got under way 
in March. Through the 
project, the agencies plan 
to turn the salt ponds into 
a mix of tidal marsh, mud-
flat, and other wetland 
habitats.
 The project will also 
open the Ravenswood 
pond to visitors, through 
the installation of trails 
and viewing platforms.

TOUR de 
MENLO 
2OO9

METRIC CENTURY 
Saturday, August 22

65, 46 & 35 
mile routes with a few hills

Ride Day Registration  
8 to 10 a.m.

Menlo-Atherton High School
555 Middlefi eld Road
Atherton, CA, 94027

A 
great 
bike 
ride!

salad and much more) 

Support local kids

Register online at www.tourdemenlo.com
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Menlo Park, 
California, will hold a Public Hearing to consider the report of the City Manager 
to place unpaid fees due for garbage, recycling material, and plant material 
collection services for Fiscal Year July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010, on the San 
Mateo County property tax rolls, pursuant to Sections 7.06.040 and 7.06.050 of 
the Menlo Park Municipal Code.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said City Council will hold the 
aforementioned Public Hearing to consider this report in the Council Chambers 
of the City of Menlo Park, Civic Center - 701 Laurel Street, at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the 14th day of July, 2009, or as near as possible thereafter, at which 
time and place interested persons may appear and be heard thereon.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that “If you challenge this matter 
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else 
raised at the Public Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspon-
dence delivered to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the Hearing”.

Dated: June 23, 2009 
/s/ 
MARGARET S. ROBERTS, MMC, City Clerk

Published in THE ALMANAC on July 1, 2009 and July 8, 2009.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
Fees Due for Garbage, Recycling  
Material and, Plant Material Collection  
for Fiscal Year 2009-2010

Theatre in the Woods goes Greek: 
‘The Frogs’ headed for the forest

Nathan Tucker, 
left, is Dionysus, 

and B. Warden 
Lawlor is Xanthias 

in Aristophanes’ 
“The Frogs.”

Photo by Karen Offereins

By Renee Batti
Almanac News Editor

Is ancient Greek theater too 
challenging for modern audi-
ences? Director Stuart Bousel 

doesn’t think so, particularly when 
the play in question is “wrapped 
in a flashy package of sex jokes, 
physical humor, and low-brow 
antics that make the philosophi-
cal musings and cultural critique 
easier to swallow. ...”
 That play would be Aristophanes’ 
“The Frogs,” which Mr. Bousel will 
direct in the forested hills above 
Woodside in this summer’s Theatre 
in the Woods production. The play 
will run Saturdays and Sundays 
from Aug. 1 through Sept. 6.
 Performances begin at 1 p.m., 

and playgoers are invited to picnic 
on the private grounds before the 
play from noon on. Then, audi-
ence members will hike along 
several trails to get to the various 
stages set up in the woods.
 The Greek comedy, first per-
formed in 405 B.C., was adapted for 
the modern stage by Mr. Bousel. It 
tells of the journey of Dionysus — 
god of wine, revelry and theater — 
to the Underworld, where he hoped 
to retrieve the playwright Euripides 
and return him to Athens.
 But once there, Dionysus finds 
himself asked to judge a contest 
between Euripides and Aeschylus, 
forcing him to reconsider which 
playwright he will take back with 
him to the world of the living.
 The overriding theme, “the 

death of ‘high art’ at the hands 
of popular entertainment, has 
hardly ceased to be a hot topic 
of debate,” Mr. Bousel says in his 
director’s statement.
 “Watching ‘The Frogs’ now,” he 
says, “one can’t help but wonder 
what Aristophanes would have 
thought of the current celebrity 
craze, reality television and general 
society’s continued preference for 
that which panders to them over 
that which challenges them.”
 Tickets are $20, general; $15 for 
seniors, students and members; 
and $10 for the Aug. 1 preview per-
formance. They can be purchased 
through the theater company’s 
Web site, atmostheatre.com. 
 Theatre in the Woods is at 2170 
Bear Gulch Road in Woodside. A

Seafood Dinners from $595 to $995

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips

Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm

Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

751 El Camino Real Call in Orders Welcome
Menlo Park, CA 94025 Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

BEST FRESH FISH • BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
Restaurant & Market
“A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”

P
A
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O

A
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Y

BEST OF
2 0 0 0

2003

 Brand New LEED Certifi ed Offi ce Building

 Contact Jason or TJ at 650 298 0080 to tour the space  

A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & Tea



 Entries are now being accepted 
for the 2009 amateur coastal pho-
tography contest sponsored by the 
California Coastal Commission 
and Fairmont Hotels & Resorts.
 Contestants may submit photos 
of the scenic coast, coastal wild-
life, or ways people use the coast. 
They may also submit photos of 
any of the above subjects in a new 
category for humorous photos.
 The plants and animals should 
be native species in their natural 
setting. Photos must be taken 
from a public place and be in 

color. Photos of marine mam-
mals must be taken from 50 or 
more yards away.
 The grand prize winner will 
receive a two-night stay at a Fair-
mont Hotel in Sonoma, Newport 
Beach or San Francisco. The 
winner in the humor category 
will win two tickets for a yacht 
cruise from Hornblower Cruises 
& Events.
 All entries must be postmarked 
by July 15. For an entry form, call 
800-262-7848 or e-mail coast4u@
coastal.ca.gov.
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Gourmet Food & Wine Since 1925

 “A National Leader In Wine and Spirits Retailing”
      —Editors of the Wine Spectator

Summer Wine Sale!

20% OFF
 ALL* DOMESTIC WINES!

July 8-21
 ALL* IMPORTED WINES!

August 5-18

*Save Up to 20% when you purchase 12 or more bottles of  wine, 
All Domestic July 8-21, All imported August 5-18. Sale applies to 
750ml bottles only. Already reduced sale wines are not included. We 
stock over 3,000 of  the world’s fi nest wines, hand selected. Supplies 
are limited to stock on hand and all wines are sold on a fi rst-come, 
fi rst-served basis. Sorry, we cannot hold wine for future purchase and 
delivery is extra during the sale. Wine Stewards on duty 10-7 every day.

Draeger’s Markets, 4 Locations:
1010 University Dr.  342 First St.  222 E. Fourth Ave. 4100 Blackhawk Pl. Cr.
     Menlo Park   Los Altos      San Mateo  Danville
   650-324-7729         650-948-4425    650-685-3725          925-648-5845 

Shop All Stores, They Carry Different Wines!
Open Every Day 7a.m.–10p.m. 

Danville Store Open 8a.m.–9p.m. 

Photography entries sought

Junior League open houses
 Women who are interested in 
learning more about the Junior 
League of Palo Alto/Mid Penin-
sula are invited to attend two open 
houses for prospective members.
 The Saturday, July 18, open 
house will be held from 9:30 to 

11:30 a.m. at The Gatehouse, 
555 Ravenswood Ave. in Menlo 
Park. The Thursday, Aug. 27, 
open house will take place from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m., also at The 
Gatehouse.
 To register online, or for more 
information, e-mail: openhous-
es@thejuniorleague.org.



 The 29th evening of opera at 
the Little Store restaurant in 
Woodside will be held from 5 
to 8 p.m. Sunday, July 12. 
 The evening will include a 
full-course dinner with cham-
pagne at $75 per person. 
Soprano Heather Clemens, 

flutist Isabelle Chapuis, and 
pianist Mark Anderson, all of 
Opera San Jose, will perform.
 Little Store restaurant is 
located at 3340 Woodside 
Road. For more information 
and to make reservations, call 
the Little Store at 851-8110.

 “California Design: the Sun-
set Way” is the theme of a 
three-part lecture series at the 
Museum of American Heritage, 
offered in conjunction with the 
museum’s current exhibition, 
“California Living the Sunset 
Way, 1929-1961.”
 All the talks start at 7 p.m. 
at the museum, located at 351 
Homer Ave. in Palo Alto.
 The first lecture, “Ranch Hous-
es and the Influence of Sunset 
Magazine,” will be presented by 
Alan Hess on Thursday, July 9. 
An architect and architectural 
preservation advocate, Mr. Hess 
has been the architecture critic 
for the San Jose Mercury News 

since 1986.
 “Patio to Park: Sunset Maga-
zine and the Postwar California 
Landscape” is the topic for the 
second lecture on Tuesday, July 
21. J.C. Miller, principal with 
J.C. Miller Studio Landscape 
Architecture, will speak.
 On Oct. 8, Montgomery 
Anderson and Christopher 
Wasney, principals with Cody 
Anderson Wasney Architects, 
will talk on “Sunset Magazine 
and its Inf luence on Local 
Architecture.”
 Admission to the lectures is 
free to museum members and 
costs $5 for others. For more 
information, call 321-1004.
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Rug Handwash and Repair 

(650) 965-RUGS (7847)

A 5th Generation Family Business Since 1895

Global Rug Specialist

2009

Please Vote!

city of palo alto recreation presents
The Twenty Fifth Annual

The Palo Alto Weekly Moonlight Run & 
Walk

OCTOBER 2, 2009
Registration begins in July

www.PaloAltoOnline

UP TO 5% 

Every time you shop at 

Bianchini's 

Market 

of your purchase 

will be contributed to 

your local schools.  
San Carlos  — 810 Laurel Street — (650) 592-4701 - Grocery  — STORE HOURS: Daily, 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Portola Valley  — 3130 Alpine Rd — (650) 851-4391 — STORE HOURS: Mon - Sat: 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. – Sun: 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.

www.BianchinisMarket.com

Since 1998, Bianchini's Market is proud to have contributed 
over $300,000 to our local schools! 

Portola Valley Schools Foundation  $114,367 

Las Lomitas Education Foundation  $30,283 

Menlo-Atherton High School PTA  $17,575 

Sacred Heart Preparatory  $12,529 

Ladera Community Church Preschool  $11,411 

Windmill School $10,646 

St. Joseph's School of the Sacred Heart  $7,511 

Woodside Priory School  $7,975 

St. Raymond's School  $7,403 

Woodside High School PTSA  $6,147 

Phillips Brooks School  $5,952

Nominated for Best Grocery, Best Meat and Best Produce 
Reader’s Choice 2009 — Vote online @ www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

BIANCHINI’S MARKET

2009

‘Sunset Way’ lecture series 
explores magazine’s influence

Opera at Little Store restaurant
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF MENLO PARK  

CITY COUNCIL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of 
Menlo Park, California is scheduled to review the following item: 

Public Hearing on the Adoption of a Resolution to 
Abandon Portions of Public Rights of Way Along Alma 
Street and Mielke Drive for Future Construction of the 
Burgess Gymnasium. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of 
Menlo Park, California, will hold a Public Hearing on the Adoption 
of a Resolution to Abandon Portions of Public Rights of Way 
Along Alma Street and Mielke Drive for Future Construction of 
the Burgess Gymnasium. 

The Public Hearing will be continued to July 21, 2009 (originally 
scheduled for July 14, 2009).  Testimony for the Public Hearing 
on this matter will be held in the Council Chambers of the City 
of Menlo Park at 7:00 p.m., or as near as possible thereafter, on 
Tuesday, the 21st day of July, 2009, at which time and place 
interested persons may appear and be heard thereon.

If you challenge this matter in court, you may be limited to raise 
only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing 
conducted for this project, or in written correspondence delivered 
to the City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.

 Visit our Web site for City Council, public hearing, agenda, and 
staff report information:  www.menlopark.org

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com
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—Vote for 2009’s  incredibles by July 12th 

Voters, 
Unite!

In this year’s 
Readers’ 
Choice, we 

salute the Menlo 
Park superheroes 
of the local 
economy: the 
best businesses 
and hot spots in or around town. 

SUPERHEROESSUPERHEROESSUPERHEROES
200920092009

Vote for your 
SuperHeroes at

Former doctor
sentenced in
McKay case
 A former Colorado doctor who 
illegally prescribed anti-depres-
sants to a Menlo Park resident and 
Stanford student who later com-
mitted suicide was sentenced July 
1 in San Mateo County Superior 
Court to house arrest at his Colo-
rado home.
 The sentence for Christian Hag-
eseth, 68, was lighter than the nine 
months in San Mateo County jail 
he could have received for plead-
ing no contest in February to ille-
gally practicing medicine without 
a California license, according to 
Chief Deputy District Attorney 
Steve Wagstaffe.
 Mr. Hageseth prescribed the 
medicine over the Internet for 
19-year-old Stanford student and 
Menlo Park resident John McKay 
in June 2005. Mr. McKay com-
mitted suicide two months later.
 Mr. Hageseth was sentenced 
before Judge James Ellis to 
spend nine months under house 
arrest, with an electronic home 
monitoring device, at his home 
in Larimer County, Colorado, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 With credit for time served — 
Mr. Hageseth spent 49 days in 
jail before posting $100,000 bail 
— he will likely be under house 
arrest for about seven-and-a-
half months.
 Mr. McKay, the son of David 
and Sheila McKay of Menlo Park, 
was a 2004 graduate of Menlo-
Atherton High School.
 He was a founding member 
and served four years as presi-
dent of the Menlo-Atherton 
Debate Team. In 1999, the 
Almanac carried a feature story 
about a young John McKay, 
then 13 and an eighth-grader at 
Hillview Middle School, mak-
ing an impressive pitch before 
the Menlo Park City Council, 
urging it to allow two-wheeled 
electric scooters on the road.

— Bay City News Service
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 The place of the memorial 
service for Ruth Ann Jordan 
has been changed to Valley 
Presbyterian Church, 945 Por-
tola Road, in Portola Valley. The 
service will be held at 10 a.m. 

Friday, July 17.
 Ms. Jordan, a Menlo Park resi-
dent, died June 22 at the age of 74.
 A complete obituary was pub-
lished in the July 1 issue of The 
Almanac.

 A San Mateo County judge has 
handed out prison terms to two 
of the three Central Valley men 
who pleaded no contest to accu-
sations of burglary and larceny 
in connection with a May 17 
series of commercial burglaries 
in Redwood City and Menlo 
Park, according to the District 
Attorney’s office.
 Superior Court Judge John 
Runde sentenced Manuel Med-
ina-Pantoja, 35, of Hughson, 
California, and Jonathan Vega, 
24, of Modesto, to 16 months in 
state prison, said Chief Deputy 
District Attorney Steve Wag-
staffe in a report.
 Both men will also have to 
pay restitution, but will receive 
credit for 60 days served in jail, 
Mr. Wagstaffe said.
 The third suspect, Anto-
nio Andrade Martinez, 43, of 

Modesto, is scheduled for a pre-
sentencing report and sentence 
at 8:30 a.m. on July 22, Mr. 
Wagstaffe said.
 The men were arrested after 
an early morning car chase that 
included a stretch of U.S. 101 
between Redwood City and Palo 
Alto, and at speeds as high as 110 
mph, sheriff ’s deputies said.
 The alleged commercial bur-
glaries included a car stereo 
installer in Redwood City, an 
office supply store in Menlo Park, 
and an equipment rental outfit in 
unincorporated Redwood City.
 In the car, abandoned in Palo 
Alto after the chase, deputies 
found property later verified to 
have been stolen.
 Defense attorneys for Mr. Medi-
na-Pantoja and Mr. Vega said they 
had no comment on the sentences 
or the judicial process.
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CHARLES ARMSTRONG SCHOOL
40 years of serving children with language-based learning differences

Day school grades 1-8
Simultaneous multi-sensory instruction
Full academic curriculum
6:1 student-teacher ratio
Fully WASC accredited

Now accepting applications for the 09-10 school year
Contact Christy Cochran at 650.592.7570
ext. 237 or cochran@charlesarmstrong.org.
For more information visit the admissions 
section at www.charlesarmstrong.org.

Charles Armstrong School • 1405 Solana Dr.
Belmont CA 94002-3653

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Joseph Cannon Houghteling, a Democratic activist, died at home June 
23 in San Francisco after a short illness. Houghteling, an Atherton resident 
for many years, was 84. 

In the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, Houghteling and his partners published 
community newspapers that at various times included The Sunnyvale 
Standard, The Mountain View Register-Leader, The Gilroy Dispatch, The Los 
Gatos Times-Observer, and The Pleasanton Times. He founded Diablo Press, 
which published “The Sinking of the Lollipop” by Rodney G. Minott, about 
the congressional campaign of Pete McCloskey and Shirley Temple Black.  

Houghteling was a California delegate to the Democratic Conventions of 1956 
and 1960. He was Northern California treasurer to the 1960 Kennedy presidential 
campaign. He actively participated in many other political campaigns, including 
those of  Pat and Jerry Brown, John Tunney, John Garamendi, Al Alquist, Dianne 
Feinstein, Barbara Boxer, and Pete McCloskey.

Houghteling served on the boards of Stanford Hospital, Peninsula 
School in Menlo Park, California Tomorrow, the Planning and Conservation 
League Foundation, the Coro Foundation, and the California Newspaper 
Publishers Association.

Houghteling served on the State Park Commission and the State 
Highway Commission. He served on the San Francisco Bay Conservation 
and Development Commission, for many years as chairman. Houghteling 
was also a member of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and 
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency. He was president of the National 
Maritime Museum Association in San Francisco from 1992 to 1994.

Born in San Francisco in 1924, Houghteling attended Phillips Academy 
in Andover, Mass. He served aboard the USS Ocklawaha in 1945-46 with 
the forces occupying Japan. He graduated from Yale in 1947.

Houghteling lived in Palo Alto, Los Gatos and for more than 20 years 
in Atherton. After returning to San Francisco in 1978, he kept a home in 
Portola Valley for many years.

Houghteling is survived his wife, Signa Judith Irwin Houghteling, of 
San Francisco; three daughters with the late Frances Fisher Houghteling, 
Anne of Palo Alto, Elizabeth of Cambridge, Mass., and Mary of Berkeley; a 
grandson; and three nieces and a nephew. A memorial gathering is planned 
July 16 at 4 p.m. aboard the historic ship Balcultha in San Francisco. 
Donations in Houghteling’s memory may be made to Save the Bay or the 
San Francisco Maritime National Park Association.

Summer Savings Package
FREE CLASSROOM TRAINING with the purchase 

of Freeway plus driver training
Must have coupon for this offer. Expires July 31, 2009

Stanford 
Driving School

(
To register online, please visit our website at:

www.StanfordDrivingSchool.com

 Day 1  Day 2  Day 3  Day 4
 Mon 7/6  Tues 7/7  Weds 7/8  Thurs 7/9
 Mon 7/20  Tues 7/21  Weds 7/22  Thurs 7/23
  Mon 8/3 Tues 8/4  Weds 8/5 Thurs 8/6
 Mon 8/17 Tues 8/18  Weds 8/19 Thurs 8/20

July and August In-Class Schedule

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

A celebration of the life 
of Virda J. Stevens will be 
held at 1:00 pm, Saturday, 
July 11, at Woodside High 
School Performing Arts 
Center.  Virda was battling 
cancer, and died peacefully, 
surrounded by family, at her 
home in Atherton, on June 
23rd at the age of 74.

Virda was the daughter of Fred and Lena Walker, 
and was born in Pea Ridge, Arkansas in 1935. The 
family moved to San Francisco in 1942. Virda excelled 
academically, held various leadership roles throughout 
her education, was president of the California 
Scholarship Federation, graduated from Jefferson 
Union High School in 1953, and attended San Francisco 
State.  In 1955 she married William W. Stevens, a young 
U.S Navy electronics technician, and embarked on a 
wonderful marriage that lasted 54 years.  

In 1959, she and her husband moved to Atherton, 
where they raised 4 children, and have lived for the past 
50 years.  Virda loved children and had a passion for 
teaching, and in 1971, she founded Redwood Preschool, 
a free, volunteer based organization, at the Redwood 
Church.  Virda directed the organization for 38 years, 
and watched the school flourish, and positively impact 
many lives.  In 1972, her husband founded Triad Systems 
Corporation, where she acted as a bookkeeper and early 

advisor, before it went public in 1979. Virda and Bill 
traveled the world, and fell in love with the country of 
Kenya.  In 1989 they sponsored and pioneered KCITI, 
the first non-profit, computer technology training college 
in East Africa. The college’s mission is to provide and 
equip the poorest of Kenyan people, with vital computer 
technology training. The school still thrives today, and 
has benefitted thousands of Kenyans.

Virda was an active member of Redwood Church, 
where she also taught Sunday School, and led several 
adult classes, and ministries. She was a member of 
BSF, associated Women of Pepperdine, and a sponsor 
of countless charitable organizations.  She was a sports 
and fitness enthusiast, and played on various softball 
teams throughout the bay area, for many years.  A 
devoted mother, and grandmother; she enjoyed every 
moment with family and friends, and believed that 
one should “seize the day!”  A gifted cook, and baker, 
she enjoyed preparing and sharing meals with lots of 
company.  She was generous, and hospitable in all her 
ways, and had a knack for finding and drawing out the 
“good” in everyone. Her zest and passion for life was 
contagious. Her presence will be sorely missed.

She is survived by her husband, Bill Stevens, of 
Atherton; her brother Ken Walker of Livermore; her 
children Mark, Gary, Leonard, and Jean, and her ten 
grandchildren; and one great grandchild. Memorials can 
be made to Redwood Church Preschool, 901 Madison 
Ave. Redwood City, CA, 94061.

Two men sentenced in 
commercial burglary cases This information is from the Atherton and 

Menlo Park police departments and the 
San Mateo County Sheriffís Office. Under 
the law, people charged with offenses are 
considered innocent until convicted.

MENLO PARK

Auto burglary reports: 
■ Vehicle broken into and purse sto-
len, first block of Scott Drive, June 27. 
■ Lock forced and CDs and insur-
ance paperwork stolen, 2200 block of 
Sharon Road, June 27. 
■ Car stereo, Apple iPod and camera 
stolen, 1300 block of Henderson Ave., 
June 30. 
■ Laptop computer, documents, wal-
let and backpack stolen, first block of 
Willow Road, June 30. 
■ Window broken, 400 block of Ham-
ilton Ave., June 30. 
Grand theft reports: 
■ Road bicycle stolen, 600 block of 
Middle Ave., June 28. 
■ Men’s mountain bike stolen, 900 
block of Crane St., June 28. 
Fraud reports:
■ Use of fraudulent checks, 1000 
block of Windermere Ave., June 29. 
■ Fraudulent travelers checks 
received in mail, 1300 block of Mills 
St., June 29. 
■ Unauthorized charges on credit 
card, 1000 block of Hamilton Court, 
June 30. 
Spousal abuse report: 1100 block of 
Willow Road, June 28. 
Stolen vehicle report: 2200 block of 
Eastridge Ave., July 2. 

WEST MENLO PARK

Fraud report: Identity theft used to 
open accounts for several unauthor-
ized credit cards, 100 block of Hillside 
Ave., June 24. 

 POLICE CALLS

Ruth Ann Jordan service
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So far, preservationists have not indicated how they 
feel about a proposal that appears to rescue certain 
parts of Apple co-founder Steve Jobs’ crumbling 

historic house in Woodside, but the deal might be the 
best they can get in the eight-year tug-of-war to save 
from demolition the mansion known as the Jackling 
house.
 The savior in this saga could be Palo Alto venture 

capitalist Gordon Smythe, 
who told the Woodside 
Town Council on June 23 
that he wants to save some 

features of the home. Although Mr. Smythe has not said 
what items he would save, a Woodside staff report list 
includes roof tiles, an organ, a copper mailbox, a flag-
pole and decorative tile and woodwork. In prior discus-
sions, Mr. Smythe has said he would like to retain some 
sections of the house.
 Mr. Smythe told the Woodside council that he is look-
ing to spend between $4 million and $6 million to build 
a new home that would incorporate the material saved. 
No site has been identified, but Mr. Smythe said he 
would consider locations outside the Bay Area. He add-
ed that Mr. Jobs would contribute just over $600,000 to 
the demolition effort, which was authorized to proceed 
by the Woodside council on a 5-2 vote, provided the 
two men sign an agreement.
 If they sign, and if there is no lawsuit from Uphold 
Our Heritage, the preservation group that success-
fully challenged the original demolition permit, there 
is much work to be done, including the ticklish job of 
carefully taking apart the nearly 100-year-old home in 

a way that would be acceptable to the Uphold group. 
Uphold is expected to send a representative to a meeting 
July 10 where Mr. Jobs’ attorney, Howard Ellman, hopes 
to forge an agreement acceptable to all parties.
  In the past, the preservation group has not supported 
partial or piecemeal restoration. In commenting on Mr. 
Smythe’s proposal, the group’s attorney told The Alma-
nac their response would depend on the details, such as 
whether “it would involve reconstructing the house as 
opposed to simply saving parts of it. Obviously, Uphold 
Our Heritage wants to see the architectural heritage 
preserved.”
 The Jackling house case illustrates how difficult it can 
be to preserve a historic structure without strong sup-
port from the owner and local government. Someone 
like Mr. Jobs, who was willing and able to fund a long-
running legal battle, is a formidable opponent for a 
preservation group made up of volunteers who often do 
not have the resources to keep fighting.
 The location of the house, hidden away where no one 
can see it, didn’t help matters. And suppose it were a 
local showplace for the work of architect George Wash-
ington Smith. In that case, it would not be an unoccu-
pied monument, but a family home periodically invad-
ed by tourists.
 At this stage, it is time for all parties in the Jackling 
house dispute to finally come to an agreement. That is 
what the Town Council hopes, as well as Mr. Jobs and 
Mr. Smythe. The key will be Uphold Our Heritage, 
which will have to decide if its cause will be advanced 
by attempting to save a rapidly deteriorating historic 
asset.

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

Solution in sight for Jackling House

All views must include a home address 
and contact phone number. Published 
letters will also appear on the web site, 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com, and 
occasionally on the Town Square forum.

TOWN SQUARE FORUM
  POST your views on the 

Town Square forum at 
www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL   your views to: 
letters@almanacnews.
com and note this it is a 
letter to the editor in the 
subject line.

MAIL   or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac, 
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL   the Viewpoint desk at 
854-2690, ext. 222.

Editor & Publisher
Tom Gibboney

Editorial
Managing Editor Richard Hine  
News Editor Renee Batti
Lifestyles Editor Jane Knoerle 
Senior Correspondents
Marion Softky, Marjorie Mader 
Staff Writers Andrea Gemmet, 
David Boyce, Sean Howell
Contributors Barbara Wood, 
Kate Daly, Katie Blankenberg
Special Sections Editors 
Carol Blitzer, Sue Dremann   
Photographer Michelle Le

Design & Production
Design Director Raul Perez 
Designers Linda Atilano,
Laura Don, Gary Vennarucci

Advertising
Advertising Manager Neal Fine 
Display Advertising Sales 
Ella Fleishman
Real Estate and Advertising 
Coordinator Diane Martin

Published every Wednesday at 
3525 Alameda De Las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, Ca 94025 

Newsroom: (650) 854-2690
Newsroom Fax: (650) 854-0677 
Advertising: (650) 854-2626 
Advertising Fax: (650) 854-3650 

e-mail news and photos with 
captions to: 
AlmanacNews@gmail.com
e-mail letters to:
letters@AlmanacNews.com
The Almanac, established in September, 
1965, is delivered each week to residents 
of Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola Valley and 
Woodside and adjacent unincorporated areas 
of southern San Mateo County. The Almanac 
is qualifi ed by decree of the Superior Court of 
San Mateo County to publish public notices of 
a governmental and legal nature, as stated in 
Decree No. 147530, issued November 9, 1969. 

Voluntary subscriptions are available for 
delivery to homes in Menlo Park, Atherton, 
Portola Valley and Woodside at $30 per year or 
$50 for 2 years. Subscriptions by businesses 
or residents outside the area are $50 for one 
year and $80 for two years.

Serving Menlo Park, 

Atherton, Portola Valley, 

and Woodside for 44 years.

 ■ WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?

Menlo Park Historical Association

Our Regional Heritage
In the 1930s the price of gas in downtown Menlo Park was 31 cents a gallon. Other bargains of the day included ice cream cones for a nickel 
and large loaves of bread for a dime.



Concert noise can 
be dangerous
Editor:
 Some parents may not be aware 
that loud noise can cause hearing 
loss, especially in children whose 
ears are unprotected.
 After attending the band 
concert honoring Santana last 
Wednesday evening, I would 
strongly recommend that par-
ents read information available 
on noise-induced hearing defi-
cits.

Tom Forrest, MD. 
Bay Laurel Drive, Menlo Park

More benefits of 
clothesline drying 
Editor:
 I enjoyed the June 24 article 
“Channeling Clotheslines” by 
Dave Boyce.
 I have not used a clothes dryer 
in over 23 years — and have no 

complaints. Dryers can be noisy. 
Clothes hung out on lines are 
quiet. This is another reason to 
keep trees under control so the 
sun can shine into the yards of 
those who do hang their clothes 
out to dry, and save energy for 
everyone.
 Drying clothes in the house 
via a quiet fan blowing on them, 
on a hot day, is a good way to 
keep a room in one’s house cool 
and comfortable without using 
a loud energy- and money-
consuming air conditioner.
 There are many benefits, for 
all, to hanging one’s clothes out 
to dry, instead of using a dryer, 
whenever possible.

Jackie Leonard-Dimmick
Walnut Avenue, Atherton

Some rules of the 
road for cyclists
Editor:
 As one who has biked on busy 
roads and rides on Alpine Road 
almost every day, I must say 
that although there are many 

good bikers, many do not ride 
defensively. At college in the UK 
the police used to regularly cite 
bikers for riding on the sidewalk 
and riding without lights.
 I would consider passing a 
town ordinance that mandates 
single-file riding on all Portola 
Valley roads and installing Bike 
Single File signs on Alpine Road, 
then citing people who ride two 
abreast or talk when they ride or 
ride with headphones.
 I would also ask the sheriff 
to cite bikers for any violation 
of the California Code (http://
www.dmv.ca.gov/pubs/vctop/
vc/tocd11c1a4.htm) or breaking 
the speed limit, unless they have 
a permit.
 I would consider exemptions 
for pelotons or competitive 
cyclists (we need our Olympic 
medals) if they have a permit 
(could be issued for a year) and 
they have a car or bike in front 
with flashing lights just as one 
would have for a wide load. One 
could consider having a car 
behind, but I don’t think this is 

necessary as there are already 
rules for crossing the double yel-
low line if cars try to overtake a 
crowd.
 This is what I mean by defen-
sive cycling:
 1. Stop at all stop signs.
 2. Signal before you turn.
 3.  Always ride as if your bike is 

a vehicle, not a recreational, 
toy and obey the California 
Code.

 4.  Always be aware of sounds 
like a sneaky Prius that 
may be in electric mode 
and come close without you 
hearing it.

 5.  Ride with a rearview mir-
ror or be prepared to look 
behind so that you are always 
aware of what is behind you. 
A fast bike that comes too 
close may be as bad as a car.

 6.  Don’t swerve or stop for 
squirrels.

 7.  Expect cars to cut you off 
and don’t try to beat them.

 8.  If cycling past a parked car 
look for people inside it, look 
for reversing lights or indica-
tor lights, and make sure you 
have room if a door opens.

 9.  Navigate the cracks — there 
are some near Ford Field on 
Alpine Road — and if you 
have skinny wheels know 
how to cross a crack or avoid 
it entirely.

 10.  Keep your bike well-main-

tained with good tires, 
properly inflated, check for 
loose nuts and bolts, make 
sure gear wires and brake 
wires are anchored prop-
erly.

 11.  Wear bright colors with 
noticeable patterns so 
drives can easily see you on 
the road.

 12.  Wear appropriate gear, 
including a helmet, and 
don’t let shoe laces or trou-
sers get caught in the chain, 
etc.

 13.  Never go so fast that if a 
deer jumps out at you you 
can’t stop. I’ve had deer 
jump off the path opposite 
Roberts from high up and 
come out just below Ford 
Field. They are worst in 
October when they rut.

 14.  Beware of dogs on long 
leashes, children playing 
with balls, skateboards, 
scooters and pedestrians 
who may come in front of 
you. Always think where 
you would go if they did.

 15.  At every driveway listen and 
look for cars coming out.

 This list may seem pedantic, 
but it comes with over 40 years 
of experience biking on roads. 
Have fun and safe cycling.

Angela Hey
Alpine Road, Portola Valley

LETTERS
Our readers write
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V I E W P O I N T

By Paul Collacchi

The Almanac’s retelling of Smart Growth 
contains some factual errors (for example, 
Dena Belzer of Strategic Economics, not 

Marcia McNally, was the lead consultant), but 
the most nuanced falsehood to refute is the claim 
made by some that Smart Growth failed because 
the community didn’t like the consultant’s recom-
mendation.
 Maybe some didn’t, but the council-approved 
Smart Growth contracts never called for a con-
sultant recommendation.
 They called for the consultant to educate the 
community and facilitate the creation of three 
alternative development scenarios for 
Menlo Park, each of which would then 
be analyzed for traffic impacts. The 
contract deliverables were outreach 
(McNally), education and future 
land-use scenarios (Belzer), a mobil-
ity study and a traffic analysis of the 
scenarios (Dowling Associates).
 Without notifying council, the 
then-city manager approved and 
the then-planning director signed, 
change orders that effectively killed 
the community-driven alternatives 
and replaced them with a single 
consultant recommendation. The community 
voice was silenced in favor of the consultant’s 
recommendation. In a nutshell, that is the story 
of Smart Growth.
 As soon as I knew, I requested a full program 
audit to ensure contract compliance (where were 
the scenarios?) and to assess the integrity of the 
consultant recommendation. But I got stone-
walled by McNally and staff, so, as mayor, I made 
a formal public record act request against my 
own city for all Smart Growth records. Legally, 
the city had to process my request, and once the 
city attorney confirmed there really were no 
contractually or legally confidential documents, 
the stonewalling ended, McNally self-destructed, 
sensationally, and the change orders were dis-

covered. Six months later, the city manager 
announced her decision to leave.
 The Smart Growth process did continue under 
the obscure name, “LUCS,” an acronym for 
Land-Use and Circulation Study. Contrary to 
Ms. Belzer’s recommendation, LUCS confirmed 
that replacing existing and future offices with 
medium-density housing was an equally effective 
way to rebalance the jobs-housing imbalance and 
one that generates less future traffic than simply 
adding housing, particularly high-density hous-
ing.
 LUCS fizzled when a majority of council 
wavered over rezoning from office to medium 
density residential downtown and in Linfield 

Oaks. The market eventually did 
what council lacked the courage to 
do. Several years later, those same 
Linfield parcels were rezoned from 
office to housing at the developer’s 
request at densities consistent with 
and informed by the LUCS findings. 
   The real failure of Smart Growth 
was that it failed to fulfill its promise 
to let the community define its own 
vision for itself.

Paul Collacchi, a former mayor 
of Menlo Park, lives in 

Redwood City.

 Editor’s note: In the June 17 article Mr. Col-
lacchi refers to, “The best-laid plans...,” we 
reported that some people believed “Smart 
Growth” failed because City Council members 
didn’t like the consultant’s findings. This was 
reported as the opinion of some — not of the 
reporter who wrote the article. We did report 
that Mr. Collacchi, Morris Brown, and others 
were concerned that the consultant’s findings 
did not represent the will of the community.
 In the article, Ms. McNally is never identified 
as the lead consultant, as Mr. Collacchi states. 
In the interest of simplicity, however, we did 
not note that she was one of several consul-
tants. A

Former mayor’s take on Smart Growth

GUEST 
OPINION

International School of the Peninsula

French and Chinese Language Immersion

Call for Tour Information

th grade
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represented by Scott Dancer
Information deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

Scott Dancer
650.529.2454
scottdancer.com
DRE# 00868362

Woodside, 15.75 acres
FOR SALE $24,000,000

West Atherton, 1.6 acres
FOR SALE $13,900,000

Woodside, Landmark Estate
FOR SALE $8,500,000

Woodside, Walk to Town
FOR SALE $6,500,000

Woodside, Mountain Home Road
FOR SALE $3,995,000

Woodside, Twenty-Nine Oaks
FOR SALE $3,775,000

Woodside, Equestrian Estate
FOR SALE $3,300,000

Woodside, Pristine Ranch-Style Home
FOR SALE $3,275,000

Woodside, 17.6-acre forest
FOR SALE $1,995,000

Woodside, Emerald Hills
FOR SALE $695,000

Woodside, 1 acre
FOR SALE $1,590,000

Sharon Park Condo
PENDING SALE $1,100,000

Atherton, 1.7 acres
SOLD $3,988,000

Woodside, Views of Stanford Land
FOR SALE $4,150,000


