GREEN ACADEMY: New garden takes
shape at Woodside High School. Page 5
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Menlo Swim and Sport is expanding
the notion of what a community” %
pool can he [Page 12] ;




Consider this when you look for agents and property in the
San Francisco Bay Area. .. Experience, Knowledge, Training and Education
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Porto1A VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

Silicon Valley has maintained its world-wide reputation as the center of the high-tech industry since the 1970s and shows no signs
of slowing down. It continues to attract people from around the world who flock to live here and work at one of its many blue-chip
companies.

Situated south of the San Francisco Bay area, Silicon Valley’s prime location combined with its close proximity to Stanford University,
make the area highly sought after to many movers-and-shakers.

Gary McKae and his partner, Jim Massey, agents with Keller Williams, operating under McKae Properties, are experts on the communities
that make up Silicon Valley which include Menlo Park, Palo Alto, Woodside, Portola Valley, and Atherton. McKae and Massey, founding
partners of the Menlo Park franchise of Keller Williams, boast an impressive list of accomplishments and leadership in many of the
area’s civic and business organizations.

A prime example of one of McKae Properties’s listings is 5070 Alpine Road in Portola Valley. This $7.895-million Irish Georgian estate
was built in the early 1990s on part of the former Lauriston Estate. Set among the redwoods and overlooking the San Francisco Bay, the
property has 12,000-square-feet of living area and consists of a five-bedroom main house, two-bedroom guest house, and the gatehouse
with a two-stall stable and living quarters and a 4-car garage with entertainment room above. “Although it is a modern home, its archi-
tectural style makes you feel as though you have been transported back to the 18th century,” McKae says. The home seamlessly integrates
state-of-the-art modern conveniences within an Old World style. Its many amenities include a gourmet kitchen, butler’s pantry, and
large family room. The library, formal dining room and living room each have their own fireplace. The eight-and-one-half-acre grounds
include a footbridge, Koi pond, and gazebo making it look as though it is straight out of 2 Monet painting. Its unprecedented value adds
to the home’s appeal. As McKae says, “the home is being sold below both its assessed and appraised value.”

PRICE $7,895,000
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153 Marva Oaks, WooDSIDE, CALIFORNIA
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10.5 acre property and opportunity to build your estate in Woodside. The plans call for a 5-bedroom, 5-bath main house, a 4-bed-
room, 2-bath guest house a I bedroom, and a I -bath gate house. Property will allow 25,299 square feet of floor area, 9,000 square
feet of paving, 10 horses, adjoins state and county park system. Property is ideal for vineyard. Plans included. Owner will consider
to carry first. PRICE $9,800,000
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707 Menlo Avenue, Suite 100, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Jim Massey
DRE# 1498635
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successful businessman, avid
outdoorsman or amateur
archaeologist? Acrually, he's
all those things and more. He
brings his passion for lite and
his world an':-.]n‘rix‘l'u'r.‘ o has
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and ciry councilman, Gary
has both the inancial and
community insight to provide
the sound information you
IH.'L'Li o |-|'|.-1L:L' []”0. ISt |.:|t YVOur
move. Gary Mckae is Purring
Srack In Yaur mvestmens. 1f
voute looking to buy or sell a
home, call him' today,
Direct ling:
G50-743-T249
eFax
050-360-(247
E-mail
Cranv@hMeKaely '1'i1t'!l1'|.'.\.-_m11
Web siti

www.McKaelroperties.com

GARY McKag
DRE# 1452438
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This week’s news, features and community events.

A future for Tinker Park?

Antonio Madrigal and his sister Marina play at Tinker Park, on the Hillview Middle School campus in
Menlo Park. The park was slated for demolition, butt now may have a future. See Page 16.
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Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Menlo Park

B City unveils plan to revamp El Camino,
downtown area. Workshop set for Thursday.
Page 7

M In building affordable housing, city isin a
tough spot. Page 9

Schools

Bl School district may open a new school on the
O’Connor campus to accommodate rapid
growth. Page 5

M Portola Valley schools may go solar with
stimulus funds. Page 8

Woodside

B Council fines Woodside couple $10,000 for
felling trees without a permit. Page 5

Family Almanac

B New support group shares stories and pain of
addiction. Section 2

Community

W Around Town: Woodside holds Barn Dance at
Runnymede. Page 18

M Book Fair offers 30,000 books for sale. Page 19

Viewpoint

B Guest opinion: Proposed zoning change

threatens downtown’s “village” character.
Page 23

Also Inside

On the cover

Members of the masters program swim laps at Burgess Pool. Menlo
Swim and Sport, the private company that began operating the pool
in 2006, is winning over swimmers — and expanding the notion of
what a community pool can be. Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac.
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LYDIAN ACADEMY

Enroll anytime. Contact us at:

650-321-0550

www.lydianacademy.com

high school

-

A fully-accredited,
personalized

LYDIAN ACADEMY

815 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
650-321-0550 ® www.lydianacademy.com

CHILDREN’S VIEW OF THE WORLD

Preschoolers should have their eyes exam-
ined so that certain ailments can be diag-
nosed and treated early. Among the common
problems uncovered during a comprehensive
exam of young eyes are strabismus (crossed
eyes), in which one of both eyes are unable
to align properly, and amblyopia (lazy eye)
in which one eye fails to correctly process
sensory input. These conditions affect up to
five percent of children, but can usually be

corrected if treated early enough. Treatment
for amblyopia relies on covering the strong
eye with a patch in an effort to force the child
to use and strengthen the weaker eye. As for
strabismus, remedies include eyeglasses, eye
drops, eye patches, and eye exercises in less-
than-severe cases.

Children know only what they see and not
what they are supposed to see, so they dont
complain about certain symptoms. If you child
crosses one or both eyes, has difficulty picking
up small objects, or avoids reading or doing
puzzles, please call your eye doctor to schedule
a comprehensive eye health exam that includes
testing for amblyopia and strabismus.

PS. Without prompt treatment, eye-aligh-
ment problems will worsen and can even lead
to legal blindness in the weaker eye.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

Middle School (grades 6-8)

Saturday, October 3
Sunday, November 15

CASTILLEJA SCHOOL

Women Learning - Women Leading

gducating Girls for the 21st Century

Fall 2009 Open House Dates

To make a reservation or learn more
www.castilleja.org « 650.470.7733 - admission@castilleja.org
1310 Bryant Street, Palo Alto

Upper School (grades 9-12)

Tuesday, November 3
Sunday, December 6
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A TOWN MARKET PLACE

ROBERTS MARKE T

SINCE 1889
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0 Wwine 2D i = : \
@lSCOum 7 3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 \
Ca = 4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711
(Bottles N Open 6:30AM - 8PM
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urchase of 6. F
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“;g;‘;;‘:w picd e Sale Dates: Sept. 16,17,18,19 www.robertsmarket.com

a10% d\scﬂu“‘
more, bottles © prices exclude

Red tag sale

Fresh

PRODUCE WINE DELI

: - Summer Sauvignon Sale Roberts Market Deli
weel!
HONEY CRISP AF

As we enter our “Indian Summer” it seems

iy pcowbetene s Cyenacho
Pacific Northwest $I bottles chilled for unexpecied beat spells. Tomato, avocado, ceery
FRIAR PLUMS — Ib. 2008 Husch, Mendocino bell peppers, onion
ENGLISH CUCUMBER SJI9 | im0 553
8 ounce : 2008 Beckmen Estate, Ib
SLICED MUSHROOMS 9., s vres i

91 pts Wine Spectator! A juicy, racy, $ 99
mineral infused beauty.  Reg. $13.99 SALE 1 1

Robert’s Homemade! 2008 Honig, Napa Valley
Fresh, clean and crisp.
M E AT Delicious. Reg. $13.99 SALE $ 1 19_(2

2008 Groth, Napa Valley
Sleek and seamless. Reg $1799 SALE y 1 5 2 C hi c ken

Enchiladas

Handmade in our
kitchen delicious

= 7

i |

SHRIMP MEAT

HAM STEAKS

HOT & SPICY PORK TENDERLOIN

= GROCERY e oo n ST

CLOVER ORGANIC FAT FREE MILK 52 39

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

Liquid Fence

Deer and Rabbit Repellent
NABISCO HONEY MAID GRAHAM CRACKER SZH ® Long Lasting ® Earth Friendly e Dries Odorless

14 Also Low Fat .
e e Wont harm Plants or Animals

NEAR EAST ORIGINAL RICE PILAF S'I 69

6 oz — Also Wheat — Spanish — Sesame Ginger

Y4 Gallon — Also Whole — 2% Reduced — 1% Low Fat

[ =
TASTERS CHOICE ORIGINAL INSTANT COFFEE :
22 Pack — Also Decaf — 20 count Szﬂ @ %é#;#%_
AL BTES HEE PEPERON 159 | g0y murey S S 3201 Cocen
PEDIGREE CHOICE CUTS CHICKEN DOG FooD ¢ 773 Reg. $16.49 (makes 4 gallons)
13 oz — Also Beef — Lamb Reg. $39.99
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Rapid growth in Menlo Park school enrollment

B School district may open a new school on the O’Connor
campus in Menlo Park’s Willows neighborhood. The site is now
leased to the private German-American International School.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

tudent enrollment is climbing dramat-
Sically in the Menlo Park City School

District, and if the trend keeps up, the
only solution may be to open an additional
elementary school.

The district is in the midst of an ambi-
tious building campaign to increase class-
rooms and facilities on its three elementary
school campuses, with a major rebuilding
of Hillview Middle School set to start next
year. But it might not be enough.

Superintendent Ken Ranella said current
projections show 2,150 elementary students
enrolled in the district by 2014. That number

Council fines Woodside
couple $10,000 for felling

of students divided among two grade K-5
schools and one K-3 school, is just too big, he
told the school board at its Sept. 9 meeting.

In the past 10 years, district enrollment has
gone up by nearly 600 students, he said.

“We’ve grown a school, quite frankly,”
he said.

District officials are currently studying
the possibility of reopening a school at the
district-owned O’Connor site.

The O’Connor campus in Menlo Park’s
Willows neighborhood is currently leased
out to the German-American International
School. If the district wants to reclaim it
when the lease expires in 2011, it must
inform the private school of its plans by

January, according to the lease agreement.

Without an additional campus, two of
the district’s elementary schools could
grow to around 800 students.

“Oak Knoll and Encinal will be two of
the largest elementary schools in the Bay
Area,” said Mr. Ranella, adding that 400 to
500 students is a more typical school size in
California.

Hillview Middle School, which is expect-
ing an increase to 900 students in the next
few years, could easily top 1,000 students
by 2016. However, 900 to 1,200 students
is a pretty typical size range for a middle
school, Mr. Ranella said.

“T think the staff and principals do an
excellent job of making large schools seem
intimate and small,” Mr. Ranella told The
Almanac. “(But) there’s a tipping point.”

Board member Jeff Child is already
thinking about where to find the money
to open the O’Connor campus. Besides

the overhead involved in hiring staff and
administrators, the campus would likely
need some refurbishing.

At the meeting, Mr. Child suggested saving
money by looking for extras that could be cut
out of the Hillview project, and adding them
back in later if the district can afford it.

“Are we making a mistake by not thinking
about these things?” he said.

Also at the meeting, the board discussed
some tweaks to the design of Hillview.
District officials, thinking ahead to surging
enrollment, are making sure that confer-
ence rooms or other spaces can be easily
converted into extra classrooms if needed.

Mr. Ranella is currently conducting a
study of issues surrounding re-opening the
O’Connor campus, with three former school
board members acting in an advisory capac-
ity. The board will have to review and act on
any recommendations before the end of the
calendar year.

trees without a permit

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

t was more than a slap on the
wrist, but not the right to the jaw
that it could have been.

After a searching discussion,
the Woodside Town Council, in a
unanimous vote on Tuesday, Sept.
8, agreed to levy a fine of $10,000
on residents Dr. Eric and Jacquie
Weiss. Their violation: authorizing
the felling of 10 significant Coast
Live Oak trees on a Sand Hill Road
property they own without having
first gotten a tree-cutting permit, a
$60 item.

The penalty also requires that
they obtain a permit and finish up
the thinning activities at the site.
Since the council needs a formal
resolution for this action, one will
be provided for an up-or-down
vote at the Sept. 22 meeting, Town
Manager Susan George said.

The 5-0 vote did not include
Councilwoman Deborah Gordon,
who recused herselfin part because
the Weiss’ property is leased from
Stanford University, where she
works. Mayor Peter Mason was
away.

Dr. Weiss directs The Village
Doctor medical clinic in town.
“I'm the person who misstepped
and neglected to ask for a permit,”
he told the council in a bid for leni-
ency. He had reason to ask. Had the
council gone by the book, the fine
could have been $92,500.

Ms. Weiss spoke next and noted

that the mature trees in the area
“made (the ones they felled) kind
of look like weeds at the time. It
seemed like the right thing to do,
only now I realize that it wasn’t.”

The couple had hired an arborist
for a walk-through to advise them
on how to care for their 35 signifi-
cant trees, Dr. Weiss said, adding
that he mistakenly assumed that a
tree was significant if it measured
12-inches in diameter at 48 inches
above ground, not the 9.5 inches the
town specifies.

Their intent, given Woodside’s
equestrian culture, was to restore a
horse corral area that had become
overgrown, Dr. Weiss said.

San Mateo arborist Kevin Kielty
testified to the council at the request
of the town as to the appropriate-
ness of the thinning that did take
place. The trees that were cut
showed evidence of having grown
haphazardly, he said.

“I do believe that the thinning of
the woodland there will improve
the tone of the larger trees there,” he
said. “For a non-professional, they
did a fairly good job of selecting
trees.”

During the public comment
period, several residents spoke
admiringly of Dr. Weiss’ character
and asked the council for leniency.

Council comment
Councilman Dave Tanner, a

See TREES, page 6

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac
A raised planting bed in the lower tier of a new three-tiered garden at Woodside High School is now

home to a crookneck squash planted by Green Academy teacher Josh Rubin, foreground, and senior and
teaching assistant Mac Hart.

New garden takes shape at Woodside High

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ack in the 19th century,
Bkids on the prairie had
more than a few experi-
ences in common, including
sub-zero winters, scorching sum-
mers, sitting together in a one-
room schoolhouse, and acquir-
ing a working familiarity with the
shovel and garden hoe.
Now a common if tenuous
thread connects those kids to
some 56 sophomores in Wood-

side High School’s Green Acad-
emy. No, it’s not the weather. The
sophomores are sitting together
to study, more or less, and they’re
shoveling and hoeing in a garden.

Landscapers have leveled a
secluded plot on the campus into
three rectangular tiers, each with
three 4-foot-by-30-foot raised
beds of soil mixture. Soon to be
seen there: broccoli, red cabbage,
cauliflower, parsley, green onions,
lettuce and radishes, according to
Principal David Reilly and Acad-
emy teacher Josh Rubin in an

interview at the garden.

The walls of the raised beds,
built block by block by stu-
dents in a bucket-like brigade,
serve a convenient function
as seats in what has become
an outdoor classroom. That’s
a switch: a group of students
breaking a sweat from physi-
cal work not related to athlet-
ics. How did they feel about
that? It was a big deal, Vice
Principal Diane Mazzei said.

See GARDEN, page 6
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BREAKWELL STABLES, LTD.

WWW.breakwellstables.com
PETER BREAKWELL

peter@breakwellstables.com

Now with two locations:

Training Available Ry Y= o AR T

Menlo Circus Club
190 Park Lane
Atherton CA 94027

Portola Valley Training Center
100 Ansel Lane, Barn 5
Menlo Park CA 94028

For more information please call (650) 255 - 3710

Stanford Continuing Studies

Liberal Arts & Sciences ® Creative Writing ® Professional & Personal Development

A Sampling of Courses:

The Ecosystem of Design

Archaeology of the Roman Empire

The Iliad

US Foreign Policy Challenges

Surrealism

A Tour of the Universe

Hands-on Existentialism

Why We Laugh: Ten Classic Hollywood Film Comedies
Clean Energy: Market and Investment Opportunities

Marketing for Non-Marketing Professionals

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development.
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

Register Today for Fall Courses - Classes Begin Sept 21.

STANFORD oy :
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

==, CONTINUING STUDIES
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Judge to issue ruling on
Jackling house in 90 days

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

e judge overseeing the dis-
position of the 85-year-old
Woodside mansion known

as the Jackling house heard on
Sept. 8 from preservationists and
the homeowner and will deliver an
opinion within 90 days, Woodside
Town Attorney Jean Savaree said.

San Mateo County Superior
Court Judge Marie S. Weiner
“asked a lot of questions (but)
gave no indication of where she
was going” in a decision that could
resolve an eight-year battle, Ms.
Savaree told the Town Council at
its Sept. 8 meeting.

Homeowner and Apple co-

founder Steve Jobs wants to tear
the old place down and build
a modern family home on the
Mountain Home Road property,
while the group Uphold Our Heri-
tage wants to preserve it substan-
tially asitis, though not necessarily
in its current location.

Meanwhile, the signatures of
the town and Palo Alto entrepre-
neur Gordon Smythe have been
affixed to a three-way contract
that would allow Mr. Smythe to
deconstruct the house and store
significant parts of it to use in a
new house, should he find a suit-
able site in five years.

The contract “is on its way to Mr.
Jobs,” who is expected to be ready to
sign it, Ms. Savaree said. &

TREES

continued from page 5

general contractor, agreed that
the thinning had been well done.
The fine, he said, should reflect
the fine for not having a building
permit: three times the cost of the
permit, so $180. “It’s not as if they
were (illegally) building a house
or anything,” he said.

Not good enough, Councilman
Ron Romines said. The intent
of the town’s tree-protection
ordinance “doesn’t change by
the character of the person who
removed the trees,” he said. A
significant fine is appropriate, but
not the maximum, given that the
thinning was well intended.

Considering the $21,700 esti-
mate to replace the trees, Mayor
Dave Burow suggested a fine of
about half that, at $10,000. No
fine at all would set a bad prec-
edent, he added.

Councilwoman Sue Boynton
initially opposed a fine. It would
be inconsistent, she said, with

a (2007) council decision to
suspend a staff-recommended
fine for a tree-conscious prop-
erty owner who, unaware that he
needed a permit, had moved three
significant oak trees to Atherton.

That case was one of a total of
perhaps two in which the council
has had to apply the ordinance,
and it occurred when the ordi-
nance was “young,” Ms. Boynton
said in an interview.

“It becomes arbitrary,” she told
her colleagues. “I think we’re hold-
ing fast to being consistent when
we haven’t been consistent so far.”

Deciding to support a $10,000
fine was a struggle, Ms. Boynton
told The Almanac. The case pits
community rights against those
of a property owner who had
apparently acted in the best inter-
est of the remaining trees. “I felt,
at the end, that I needed to recog-
nize both situations,” she said.

The ordinance needs tweaking,
she added, to ensure that fines are
commensurate with the impact
on the environment. &

GARDEN

continued from page 5

The “ultimate goal” is to get the
vegetables into students’ homes
and the notion into their heads
that vegetables come from gar-
dens, Mr. Rubin said. Sale of the
vegetables may also help fund the
Green Academy, whose state grant
expires in three years, Ms. Mazzei
noted.

Asked how the students reacted
to being in the garden, Mr. Rubin
said that they are “at peace. (It’s
the) difference between them in
a classroom that is hot and stuffy
and being able to come out here
and have this wind.”

The garden is only the begin-
ning. If the school wins a state
matching grant, the garden will

migrate to the roof of a new and
very green classroom building on
the site.

Vegetation throughout the cam-
pus will gradually lose its non-
native aspects as more and more
natives replace them, Mr. Rubin
said. Water and electricity use will
be optimized as well.

“We want to make the campus as
much of a (green) learning site as
possible,” he said.

Project donors of money, prod-
uct discounts and/or time, school
staff said, include the Grousbeck
Family Foundation in Los Angeles,
Lyngso Garden Materials in Red-
wood City, Integrity Block in Los
Altos, Acterraand Palo Alto Hard-
ware in Palo Alto, and Margaret
MacNiven. B



NEWS

City unveils plan to revamp
El Camino, downtown area

M [t lays out plans for one or more
parking garages, and a small
covered marketplace downtown.

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

fter two-plus years of meetings and work-
Ashops, residents will get their first look this

week at a preliminary version of a long-
term plan that could alter the landscape of the
city’s downtown area.

The $1.2 million planning effort began amid
debate over how much development residents want
to see along El Camino Real, following the closure
of several El Camino auto dealerships. The plan
establishes guidelines for development height and
density at those sites, as well as on other parcels along
El Camino, and in the city’s downtown area.

It also lays out plans for one or more parking
garages, and a small covered marketplace in the
downtown area.

At the meeting Thursday, Sept. 17, residents will
be asked to debate a variety of methods for mak-
ing the downtown area more pedestrian-friendly,
including removing some or all of the parking
along Santa Cruz Avenue.

Under the proposal, buildings heights would
range from two to three stories along most of El
Camino Real, with much of the land given over to
mixed-use development. Buildings in the down-
town area could increase to three stories, with
property owners in some cases allowed to add
housing units above retail space.

The area around the Caltrain station would allow
for high-density mixed-use development ranging
from three to five stories, with an emphasis on hous-
ing, according to city planner Thomas Rogers.

Buildings could also reach three to five stories
on a portion of the east side of El Camino south of
Ravenswood Avenue, including property owned
by Stanford University.

The zoning would require the upper stories of
taller buildings to be set back, and would include
other architectural guidelines, Mr. Rogers said.

H WORKSHOP

Residents are asked to weigh in on a plan that would
dramatically alter the city’s downtown area at a work-
shop Thursday, Sept. 17, in the meeting room behind
Ace Hardware, at 700 Santa Cruz Ave. Come as early
as 6:30 p.m. to preview the plans. The meeting room
fronts on the parking lot off Chestnut Street.

The workshop will be geared more toward modi-
fying existing plans, rather than coming up with
new ideas. Residents will still have a chance to
comment in Planning Commission and City
Council meetings before the city finalizes the plan
over the coming year.

Business concerns

Much of the plan’s focus is on bringing people to
the city’s downtown. But one property owner says
she fears the plan could drive out local businesses.

Nancy Couperus, who helped found Menlo
Park’s farmers’ market and owns the building on
Santa Cruz Avenue that houses the stretch of retail
from Posh Bagel to Fleet Feet (formerly Runners
High), has voiced concern in recent weeks about
several of the proposals under consideration.

Building parking garages and allowing taller
buildings downtown would give Menlo Park
a “big city ambience,” Ms. Couperus wrote on
preservempdowntown.org, a Web site outlining
concerns that she says other business and property
owners share. The garages would make it more dif-
ficult for shoppers and patients of medical offices
to park, and the higher rents that will come with
additional development could crowd out small
business owners, she said.

Fran Dehn, CEO of the Chamber of Commerce,
declined to comment for this story.

Mr. Rogers, the city planner, noted that the rele-
vant public bodies spent plenty of time debating the
balance between the input of business interests and
residents, and that the Chamber of Commerce has
two seats on the 18-person oversight committee.
“Ultimately it’s a balancing act,” he said. B

Man robbed in Sand Hill Road parking lot

Two men broke into an occu-
pied vehicle in a parking lot
in the 2400 block of Sand Hill
Road in Menlo Park at about
7:25 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 10,
and robbed a 41-year-old man
visiting on business from Swit-
zerland, police said.

One suspect broke the vehicle’s
driver’s-side front window and
attempted to push the victim
back in his seat, while another
broke the passenger-side front
window and took the victim’s
backpack, said spokeswoman
Nicole Acker for the Menlo Park
Police Department.

No one was injured, she said.

With the backpack in their pos-
session, the robbers got away in
a vehicle driven by a third party
who had pulled up behind the
victim’s vehicle, Ms. Acker said.

The backpack contained the
victim’s passport, three watches
valued at $1,500 and a laptop

computer valued at $2,500, Ms.
Acker said.

Five Menlo Park officers
responded to the scene and
were there for about an hour and
15 minutes doing an area check
and looking for witnesses, Ms.
Acker said. The report did not
mention that they found any,
she said.

The victim said he could not
describe the suspects because
their faces were covered, Ms.
Acker said.

Police are asking anyone with
information to call 330-6300.

New work on rail
crossings in Atherton

Overnight work on two rail-
road crossings in Atherton is set
to begin on Monday, Sept. 28,
Caltrain announced.

The grade crossings at Wat-
kins Avenue and Fair Oaks Lane
are slated for several improve-
ments, including clearly marked
pedestrian crossings with fenc-
ing, gates and sidewalks, said
spokeswoman Ellen Glover in a
press release. The work is sched-
uled for Sunday through Thurs-
days for four weeks, between 8
p.m. and 4 a.m.

The streets will remain open
during construction, with flag-
gers directing traffic, Ms. Glover
said. Neighbors may hear noise
from construction equipment
and notice light from two por-
table light towers powered by
diesel generators.

The project is part of a larger
program to improve at-grade
crossings in San Mateo County,
said Ms. Glover.

Information about the project
is online at caltrain.com/grade
crossings.

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

Home Buying Advice in this Fall Season

A B

8

Q: I plan to buy a house in
the next year and I want to try
and time my purchase to take
advantage of lower prices and
mortgage rates as well as any
incentives being offered. Do
you have any advice on this?

A:  First, you should decide what
you need and want in a property.
You should be sure that you have
enough money saved to make the
purchase you want. Choose a realtor
you like who can advise you well
with the entire home buying process.
You should also choose the lender
you would like to work with and be
fully approved by them subject to the

identification of the property. Now
is a very good time to buy because
prices are stable and inventory is
increasing. In addition, if you are
a qualified first time buyer there
is a tax credit of $8000 that may
be available if you purchase before
December 1, 2009.

If you think you will be in a
stronger position if you wait until
spring of 2010, then you should
probably wait. There are potential
risks if you wait until then, e.g,
interest rates may rise, prices may be
higher, etc. But if waiting makes sense
for your finances and needs, this is the
right decision for you. You shouldn’t
rush to do anything until you have
determined that it is best for you.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
L also offer a free market analysis of your property.
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BEST FRESH FISH « BEST SEAFOOD

Restaurant & Fresh Fish Market

751 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025

SEAFOOD ~ Resisurant & Market

A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”

Seafood Dinners from $5% to $9%

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads
Our Award Winning Fish & Chips
Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri 'til 9 pm
Market: Mon - Sat 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

Cook’s Seafood

Callin Orders Welcome
Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

Restaurant & Bar

Try Our Specials!
4:30 - 8:30 pm Everyday

)

}

)

)

)

}

)

I

} Starting at $14.95
) Soup or Salad

) 1 Glassof slousze e
)

}

)

)

}

)

)

)

}

Dessert
Coffee or Hot Tea

Banquet Services
Full Bar

Open Lunch & Dinner Daily
Breakfast

356 Woodside Plaza
Redwood City, Ca. 94061
(650)365-6616
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Portola Valley schools may
go solar with stimulus funds

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

ortola Valley schools may
Pgo solar, thanks to a nearly

$3 million windfall from
federal stimulus funds.

A proposed project would
install photovoltaic solar power
systems at both Corte Mad-
era and Ormondale schools,
and be funded by
up to $2.85 mil-
lion in tax credits
from the Qualified
School Construc-
tion Bonds pro-
gram, said Portola
Valley School Dis-

The systems would
generate enough power
to cover 100 percent of
the school’s energy costs,

free up school district money for
additional construction or facility
rehabilitation projects.

The bonds would have to be
issued by the end of 2009, or
the district forfeits the stimulus
funds, Ms. Mendelsohn said.
Voter approval for the bonds isn’t
needed, she said.

“The payments to pay back
the bonds would
come from our
savings in ener-
gy costs, (so)
no new taxes
or assessments

would be need-
ed,” she said.

trictboard member - said Judy Mendelsohn, @~ Because  the

dy Mendelsohn. onds would be
il ystems would  Member of the Portola interest-free for
generate enough VaIIey school board. the district, we

power to cover

would get sub-

100 percent of the
school’s energy costs, she said.

The board, which gave a
preliminary go-ahead to the
projectin August, is set to hear a
detailed presentation at its Sept.
30 meeting.

“If we can finance both projects
with bonds, that’s great, and if
we can’t afford it, we can’t afford
it,” Ms. Mendelsohn told The
Almanac. “Everybody wants to
be green, but for the district,
we’ll only do it if fiscally it makes
sense.”

Alikely spot for the solar panels
is the roofs of the multi-use gyms,
she said.

The tax credits cover the inter-
est payments on school construc-
tion bonds, and are intended to

stantial savings
over the 15-year term of the
bonds. This savings is what may
make the project financially fea-
sible for us.”

Portola Valley was one of only
two districts in San Mateo Coun-
ty to be selected, via a lottery, to
receive the stimulus money. The
other one is the San Mateo-Foster
City school district.

California’s share of the $22
billion Qualified School Con-
struction Bond tax credits is an
estimated $2.7 billion over two
years. It’s part of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
that was signed into law in Feb-
ruary. A second wave of the
stimulus money will be allocat-
ed next year. B

Express bus service to city to shrink

Fewer SamTrans buses will be
running in San Mateo County
after mid-December, and the wait
for the next one on some routes
will be longer.

The governing board of San
Mateo County Transit unani-
mously adopted a proposed rate
and schedule change on Sept. 9
to address a revenue shortfall of
$28.4 million for the fiscal year
that began July 1.

In the Almanac’s circulation
area, two weekday express lines
serve San Francisco and one of
them will be gone after Dec. 20:
the RX line that passes through
Menlo Park and Atherton between
6:30 and 7 a.m. and returns about
12 hours later.

The all-day KX express to the
San Francisco airport and the city
will continue, but on an hourly
rather than the current 30-minute
schedule. Likewise, the 390 week-
end line that connects Menlo Park
to the Daly City BART station will

run on the hour rather than the
half-hour.

One-way adult fares will rise on
Feb. 1, 2010, to $2 for a local trip
(up 25 cents), and $5 for an express
trip to the city (up 50 cents). Youth
fares, passes and discount fares will
rise accordingly. Fares for paratran-
sit services will go up in July 2010.

For more information on fares
and schedules, go to tinyurl.com/
o5uu7n.

In a statement, SamTrans
spokeswoman Christine Dunn
said the proposed changes have
been influenced by more than 800
comments from the publicand are
“the most drastic in the agency’s
33-year history.”

The schedule changes will reduce
service by about 7.5 percent and are
expected to save more than $6.3
million annually, but affect less
than 3 percent of weekday riders,
Ms. Dunn said. The fare increases
will generate about $1 million
annually. B
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In honor of the fallen

Three hundred and forty three flags, in memory of the 343 firefighters who died on Sept. 11, 2001, in
New York City, adorn the front yard of the fire station at 3322 Alameda De Las Pulgas on the Friday’s
eighth anniversary of the attack. Station 4 was one of three stations in the Menlo Park Fire Protection
District so decorated, said Fire Chief Harold Schapelhouman. He said the district has raised enough
money to place the flags at five of its seven stations next year, and will have them at all seven
stations in 2011 for the 10th anniversary of the attacks.

e v
Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Sequoia district asks judge to throw out
parts of Everest charter school lawsuit

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

est Public High School, the high school district is

claiming that Everest made errors in its lawsuit
and is asking the judge to throw out substantial por-
tions of it.

Attorneys for the Sequoia Union High School
District, in an Aug. 31 filing with San Mateo County
Superior Court, claim, in part, that Everest improp-
erly included claims for damages and attorneys’
fees, improperly named district Superintendent Pat
Gemma as a co-respondent, and is using the case as
a referendum on charter schools and a “vehicle for
publicity and news media sound bites.”

The Sequoia district’s filings are “irrelevant to the
case” and “absurd,” said Everest co-founder Diane
Tavenner in an interview. “Nothing that they have
filed has anything to do with the core conflict or argu-
ment that we're attempting to resolve.”

Ms. Tavenner, who is not an attorney, said her com-
ments reflected the views of Paul Minney, Everest’s
lead attorney.

Asked to elaborate, particularly on what issues Ever-
est may be trying to obscure, attorney David A. Levy
of the County Counsels Office, which is representing
the Sequoia district, replied: “We have addressed the
salient legal issues in the papers we filed with the
court, which are publicly available. I am sure you
understand that it is our obligation to continue to
address those issues directly with the court.”

The district has also hired the San Francisco firm
of Kerr & Wagstaffe for this case. The firm did not
respond to a request for comment.

In its latest legal move in its court battle with Ever-

Everest, in July, filed a 27-page civil complaint alleg-
ing, in part, that the district violated state law by not
offering Everest facilities in Redwood City that are
more like what students use at Menlo-Atherton and
Sequoia high schools.

The district’s offer consists of six portable buildings
— four classrooms and two for administration — on
a residential parcel in East Palo Alto at the district’s
southern end. A nearby YMCA could offer physical
activities, while amenities such as a full library and
playing fields would be available three miles away at
Menlo-Atherton High School.

Everest offered to settle with the district at a site on
Charter Street in Redwood City, which the district did
not agree to. Everest then leased a floor of an empty
office building on Main Street. The school opened in
August with 108 freshmen.

In its filing, the district describes Everest’s suit as
“unconventional” and “replete with improper matter”
that does not address the essence of the case: whether
the court should overturn the district’s discretion in
offering facilities in East Palo Alto.

The district goes on to say that Everest asks the court
to rule on whether “charter schools are a good idea or
how they compare to traditional schools.”

By forcing an Oct. 5 hearing on “technicalities”
rather than on evidence, facts and depositions that get
to the issues — which now will be addressed in a sec-
ond hearing — the Sequoia district is “dramatically
increasing the timeline and dramatically increasing
the costs” of the case, Ms. Tavenner said.

If the Sequoia district loses, it would likely have to
reimburse Everest for its attorneys™ fees. The total
reimbursement probably will not exceed six figures,
Ms. Tavenner said. B

Falo Atto Leekly

it
Mmepnliar

october 2, 2009

city of palo alto recreation presents
Palo Alto Weekly Moonlight Run & Walk

Register now at www.PaloAltoOnline

The Twenty Fifth Annual
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City in tough spot on affordable housing

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

ced with a surplus of funds
Fo spend on below-market-
rate housing and a paucity
of places to build new units, Men-
lo Park is considering two pos-
sible locations for such housing
in the Belle Haven neighborhood
— despite a sense among some
nearby residents that the city is
trying to cram ill-advised projects
into their neighborhood.

The city has proposed two sites
it owns as possible locations for
new housing developments. One
is a 1.5-acre parcel behind Termi-
nal Avenue, between Beechwood
School and the fire station. The
other is a 2.1-acre parcel along
Hamilton Avenue, near Willow
Road.

In suggesting housing develop-
ments on those sites, city man-
agement points to several state
requirements that it provide
below-market-rate housing city-
wide, and that it devote funds
to housing within the redevel-
opment district, which overlays
Belle Haven and its surroundings.
Officials also point to the fact that
the city does not own any parcels
outside that district that would be
suitable for housing.

Members of the Housing Com-
mission often lament the fact
that the city has plenty of money
from developers earmarked for
below-market-rate housing —
$11 million at last count, nearly
one-third the size of the city’s total
annual expenses— but few places
to spend it.

Some Belle Haven residents,
however, have called the city’s
approach wrong-headed, asking
why it seems fixated on providing
below-market-rate housing in
their community, rather than in
areas west of the freeway. Of the
city’s 57 below-market-rate units,
20 are located in a mixed-income
housing development in Belle
Haven.

H INFORMATION

The City Council will discuss an
array of housing programs and
development projects, including
whether the city should pursue
housing projects at two sites in
the Belle Haven neighborhood, in
a study session at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 15. The meeting will
be held in the Menlo Park Senior
Center, not the council chambers
— a typical procedure when the
council is discussing issues spe-
cifically related to Belle Haven.

“There is no question that Belle
Haven is part of the solution,
but is it the entire solution?”
Ash Vasudeva, who lives in that
mixed-use development and pre-
sides over the Belle Haven Hom-
eowners Association, asked in an
interview. “Tam very proud to live
there, it’s created a real diversity
in this city, but it shouldn’t be the
only place,” he said, arguing that
it would make more sense for the
city to plan for housing develop-
ments along El Camino Real.

Few sites

During a community meeting
in November of 2008, a number
of Belle Haven residents ridiculed
plans for a 22-unit affordable
housing development at the Ter-
minal Avenue site, a joint project
with Habitat for Humanity that
has been gestating since 2001.
Residents argued that shoehorn-
ing the development into a nar-
row strip of land between an
existing residential block and a
defunct rail line would create a
ghetto.

Later, several residents said they
would rather see the city give or
sell the land to Beechwood School
to allow it to expand, though the
city notes that the school has not
approached it with the idea.

“To me, expanding a school
that is a good school is above
everything,” Belle Haven resident

Matt Henry said in an interview,
portraying the development as a
choice between investing in the
city’s children, or in adults look-
ing for a chance to own a home.
“That may be cold-blooded, but
that’s the way [ see it,” he said.

While the homeowners’ asso-
ciation opposes the Terminal
Avenue project, Mr. Vasudeva
said he was “alittle more optimis-
tic” about the proposal to develop
the Hamilton Avenue site, “if it’s
part of a larger mixed-use com-
munity, or a real transit stop on
the Dumbarton corridor ... if
they really see it in somewhat of a
larger way than simply fulfilling
their (state) requirements.”

The City Council is expected
to direct city staff on whether
the city should pursue hous-
ing projects at one or both sites
during a study session at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 15, in the Menlo
Park Senior Center at the end of
Terminal Avenue — just around
the corner from the proposed
Habitat development. Among
other things, council members
will also discuss whether the city
should proceed with a plan to buy
an equity stake in homes in Belle
Haven threatened with foreclo-
sure.

When it comes to building
below-market-rate units, the city’s
inatough spot, said Councilman
Andy Cohen. Mr. Cohen recently
helped develop a program for
the city to buy and resell fore-
closed homes in Belle Haven that
received wide support.

“Ifin fact there is no other place
(the housing) could go, it would
be unfortunate, I think, to miss
the opportunity to meeta require-
ment imposed on us, and also
create this resource in Menlo
Park,” he said. “T don’t like think-
ing that this is a problem destined
to happen. I would like to think
that there are ways to do these
projects that make them more
likely to succeed.”

BECAUSE WE CARE
ABOUT

THE SAFETY OF our CHILDREN
THE SAFETY OF ourR HOMES
THE SAFETY OF OUR STREETS
THE SAFETY OF our SCHOOLS

We support Measures S&T to
renew the Atherton parcel tax.

PLEASE JOIN US TO
KEEP ATHERTON SAFE

For more complete information on
Measures S&T, please log on to
the Town of Atherton’s website:

www.ci.atherton.ca.us.

If you have questions about
Measures S&T, please email
YesonST@gmail.com.

Commission to review El Camino office proposal

At its meeting Monday, Sept. 21, Menlo Park’s
Planning Commission is scheduled to review a
proposal to build a two-story office building on
El Camino Real.

If the commission grants the various approvals
required for the project, the developer of the site
at 1706 El Camino Real would be allowed to tear
down a one-story, 6,900-square-foot commercial

building, formerly occupied by Gaylord India
Restaurant, and replace it with a two-story, 10,100-
square-foot office building.

The property is near Buckthorn Way, on a stretch
of El Camino in Menlo Park that abuts Atherton.

The commission is scheduled to meet at 7 p.m. in
the City Council chambers in the Civic Center com-
plex, between Laurel and Alma streets.

Gluten-free event at San Mateo Draeger’s market

A day-long event with samples of gluten-free
products, cooking demonstrations and lectures is
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. as part of Draeger’s
new Gluten-Free Club on Sept. 20, at its San Mateo
store, 222 East 4th Ave., in San Mateo.

The event features lectures by Dr. Rick Petersen,
author of “The Gluten Effect,” and a book-signing

and cooking demonstration by Jacqueline Mal-
lorca, author of the “Wheat Free Cook” and the new
“Gluten-Free Italian” cookbooks. Draeger’s in-house
chef will also do cooking demonstrations. About 20
vendors will offer samples of gluten-free products.

For more information, go to tinyurl.com/
mp4n94.
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LIZZY

ONE OF THE
WORLD'S FIRST
PEDIATRIC HEART
TRANSPLANTS

CURRENTLY:
CELEBRATING
SILVER

J
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JUST ANOTHER REMARKABLE DAY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.

Between cardio-kickboxing and her job in Silicon Valley, Lizzy keeps pretty busy.
But she never misses an opportunity to celebrate her health. And why should
she”? In 1984, when transplantation was seen by some as too experimental

to be performed on children, 2-year-old Lizzy was the world’s youngest heart
transplant patient. © 2009 Lucile Packard Children's Hospital

Today, 25 years later, she’s one of the longest-surviving —and she’s thriving.
Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital is one of the nation’s largest pediatric heart
transplant programs. And we continue to pioneer new treatments, reducing
the need for heart biopsies, sustaining patients while they wait for a donor, and
eliminating the need for transplant in many patients through drug therapies.

Which, if you ask us, is cause for celebration. Lucile Packard

Children’s Hospital
Visit www.lpch.org for more information. AT STANFORD
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Two more clothing retailers
open in downtown Menlo

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

r I tWwo new clothing retailers
are opening in Menlo Park,
the latest additions in an

influx of new clothing stores to the

downtown area.

Women’s clothing store Pink &
Harmony held a grand opening
at its location at 1155 Crane St. on
Friday, Sept. 11.

Pendleton, a national chain that
sells blankets and wool clothing
for men and women, is scheduled
to hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony
Friday, Sept. 25, at its new location at
145 El Camino Real near Cambridge
Avenue, according to the Menlo
Park Chamber of Commerce.

Including Pink & Harmony
and Pendleton, no fewer than six
downtown retailers have started to
sell women’s clothing over the past
several months, with another, Alys
Grace, expected to open Oct. 1.

Water-efficient
landscaping classes

Menlo Park residents can sign up
for two water-efficient landscaping
classes, co-sponsored by the city
and the Bay Area Water Supply
and Conservation Agency.

The first class will cover upgrad-
ing existing irrigation systems and
running them effectively, and
will run from 9 a.m. to noon on
Thursday, Oct. 1.

The second class, from 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday, Oct. 3, will teach
do-it-yourself handymen how to
install a drip irrigation system.

H MENLO WATCH

To register, e-mail landscape@
bawsca.org or call 349-3000. For
more information, visit tinyurl.
com/Iqwé6qo.

Sustainable Menlo Park
meets on SRl campus

After a summer hiatus, the Sus-
tainable Menlo Park speaker series
will return Wednesday, Sept. 23,
with an event on the campus of
SRI International.

Dr. Alex Beavers, the company’s
corporate director, will speak
about environmental sustain-
ability, and SRI’s contributions
to the environment, according to
Sustainable Menlo Park chairman
Chuck Kinney.

The meeting is scheduled to
begin at 5:30 p.m. in the interna-
tional building, along Ravenswood
Avenue just west of Middlefield
Road. For more information,
visit sustainablemenlopark.com
or e-mail Mr. Kinney at sustain-
ablemenlopark@gmail.com.

Chamber mixer
set for Sept. 16

Menlo Park’s Chamber of Com-
merce will hold a mixer from 5:30 to
7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 16, at Viz-
ions Artwear and Salon at 644 Santa
Cruz Ave. in Menlo Park. For more
information, contact the chamber by
e-mail atinfo@menloparkchamber.
com or by calling 325-2818.

Sen. Simitian holds town hall meetings

State Sen. Joe Simitian is invit-
ing the community to town hall
meetings to discuss state gov-
ernment issues. Residents are
encouraged to bring questions,
concerns and ideas to the meet-
ings set for:

B Thursday, Sept. 24, from 6
to 7:30 p.m. at the Redwood City

council chambers, 1017 Middle-
field Road in Redwood City.

B Saturday, Sept. 26, from
10:30 a.m. to noon at the Palo
Alto City Hall council chambers,
250 Hamilton Ave. in Palo Alto.

For more information, call Sen.
Simitian’s office at 688-6384 or
go to senatorsimitian.com.

650-726-5990

www.blueskydesignsine.com

Autumn is the best time to Design / Plant and
establish your drought tolerant California Native garden.

3068 North Cabrillo Highway,
Half Moon Bay, CA.
www.blueskyfarmsltd.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & BUILD

Thanks for voting us

BEST NEW BUSINESS!

mAlmanac
READERS®
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wellnesstudio)
VILLAGEDOX _n_'*|:_

Pilates Acupuncture
Yoga Massage Therapy
Contour Nutrition Counseling

Class or Private Physical Therapy

IN WOODSIDE -

2920 Woodside Rd. Woodside, CA 94062
Learn More and Sign Up for Classes at www.WellnessStudio.com

McROSKEY Mattress Company

Marrress €°

McRoskey Grves
You Comfort!

www.McRoskey.com

Buy an ultra-comfortable McRoskey
mattress and box spring by October 11
and we'll give you a two night stay

at one of these local B&Bs:

The Parsonage, San Francisco or
Dancing Coyote Beach, Inverness.

Where Every Mattress is a McRoskey.

The Parsonage Bed and Breakfast Inn, San Francisco

Call or visit our Palo Alto Showroom
220 Hamilton at Emerson * 650-327-1966
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- masters program swim
. laps-at-Burgess Pool.

esponding to a call on The Almanac’s Web site for

thoughts on Menlo Park’s public pool in Burgess Park,

one longtime resident, who identified herself only as

Pam, recalled swimming at Burgess decades ago, when “kids ruled

the pool.” As a 10-year-old, she’d swim with her friends all day;

everyone would rush to the fence when they heard the music of
the ice cream truck approaching, sticking dollar bills through the

wire and getting popsicles and taffy strips in return.

Now, everything operates on
a timetable, she said. During a
recent visit, she wasn’t in the pool
for more than five minutes before
being shuffled into another area
to make room for a swim class.
Adults have ruined it.

A glance at the pool’s schedule
will quickly confirm that the
days of Pam’s childhood are long
gone. Weekends in one pool are
mostly left open for free swim-
ming, but time is blocked out the
rest of the week for a great variety
of uses: lap swimmers, masters
swimmers, a water exercise pro-
gram, a kids swim team, swim
lessons, scuba lessons, water polo

teams, and camp activities all vie
for space.

Not everyone, it turns out,
longs for the old days. To the cha-
grin of some and the great appre-
ciation of others, Tim Sheeper
— whose company, Menlo Swim
and Sport, operates the city facil-
ity — is challenging the notion
of what a public pool is, offering
a wide variety of inventive pro-
grams. In the three-plus years his
company has operated the pool,
he has received largely positive
reviews from swimmers, work-
ing to overcome acrimony from
people upset over the way the
city handled the transition to a

privately run facility.

“We have a desire to use (the
pool) as a base, and send people
around the whole community,”
he said in an interview. He’s toy-
ing with the idea of making what
he calls the “wildly successful”
summer day camps more adven-
turous by sending kids out to
skate, mountain bike or kayak.

Hurt by controversy

Many credit Mr. Sheeper with
energizing the Burgess Pool, offer-
ing programs that appeal to a wide
range of swimmers.

But not everyone has embraced
the idea of a private, for-profit

company operating a facility that, many
point out, was built with taxpayer dollars.

Arguing that the city would not be able
to run the program without a heavy
subsidy — a claim that some, including
current mayor Heyward Robinson, have
questioned — the City Council handed
the pool over to Mr. Sheeper’s for-profit
company rent-free in the spring of 2006,
without putting the contract out to bid.

While the decision didn’t help the
careers of the three council members
who voted for it — Nicholas Jellins
didn’t run for re-election, and Mickie
Winkler and Lee Duboc were swept
out of office the following fall — Mr.
Sheeper “took a beating for it as well,”
he said in an interview. Outrage over
the decision often spilled through the
front door of the pool facility, with
some people storming in to voice their
displeasure. Others simply boycotted
the programs.

Frustrated in his attempts to rent
space from the city for the swimming
programs he runs, Mr. Sheeper had met
with Ms. Winkler and Ms. Duboc in the
office of local architect Sam Sinnott,
a longtime Sheeper acolyte, to discuss
the situation, according to Mr. Sin-
nott. The councilwomen asked if Mr.
Sheeper would try his hand at running
the entire range of programs at the pool.
He agreed.

“I was not aware that that was not the
normal process they go through,” he
said of the fact that other operators were
not invited to bid on the contract.

After the pool opened, “there was a
split in the community, for and against,
based on what they were reading and
hearing,” he said. “There was a miscon-
ception about how we were operating
the business.”

The only way he could convince
swimmers that they were in good hands
was to show them, he said. “I had to keep
my head down and stay focused on the
facility, and the staffing.”

Mr. Sinnott said he’s glad Mr. Sheeper
persevered in his bid to run the facility.

“He does not like controversy and
negativity,” he said. “He’s so anti-
negative that, when he coaches, he’ll
call everybody fast, faster, fastest — he
would never call alane slow. He does not
like political battles.”

“It works best if nobody knows who
Tim Sheeper is,” Mr. Sheeper said.
“Nobody should know, or care to know,
my name. What’s important is that the
pool offers services they value.”

Over time, people’s attitudes seem to
have softened, he said. The deal angered
some, but “who ended up benefiting
from it?” he asked. “It’s been a positive
for everyone in the community.”

In the 2007-08 fiscal year, the city
spent just under $12,000 on the pool,

In March, Christine Concpson (center)
taught a swim class under the new
inflatable dome at Burgess Pool that
keeps swimmers warm in the winter. Her
students are, from left: Sophie Robbins,
her sister Kaylie, and Ashley MacDonald.

all of it going to facility maintenance,
according to Carol Augustine, Menlo
Park’s finance director.

Balancing act

For Menlo Swim and Sport staffers,
ensuring that the various groups that use
the pools have enough time and spaceisa
constant balancing act. Most of the com-
plaints about the operation come from
individual swimmers who feel squeezed
out by the more structured programs.

According to numbers provided by
Mr. Sheeper, the pool supports 200 kids
in swim lessons, 125 masters swimmers,
120 lap swimmers, 100 swimmers on

TiM SHEEPER, OWNER, MENLO SWIM AND SPORT

youth teams, 30 swimmers in exercise
programs, and 30 water polo players per
day, with the number of open swimmers
fluctuating depending on the weather.
He said his staff works hard to accom-
modate everyone.

“It would be a mistake to pigeonhole it
as a high-performance facility,” he said.
He sees the pool as a meeting place for
the community, with programs that offer
something for everyone. “We have really
listened to the feedback. Most of the time
it’s good information, and we take that
and see if we can make schedule changes
to suit most everybody’s needs.” But “of
course, there are some people who don’t

‘It works best if nobody
knows who Tim Sheeper is.
Nobody should know, or care
to know, my name. What'’s
important is that the pool
offers services they value.

understand the share model.”

In terms of “walk-in” use, the pool is
actually something of an exception when
it comes to the city’s sports facilities, most
of which are blocked out nearly full-time by
sports teams. People can drop in to swim
laps throughout the week, or frolic in the
instructional pool on weekends. On some
summer days, it attracts as many as 1,000
people, according to Mr. Sheeper.

Reviews have largely been positive. Of
the 445 swimmers who filled out a survey
distributed by Mr. Sheeper’s company after
its first summer of operation, 88 percent
said the quality of the programs met their
expectations, and 71 percent agreed that
the fees and programs
were competitive with
facilities elsewhere.

The city has
received several com-
plaints about the pro-
gram over the past
three years, but all
have been resolved
with Menlo Swim and
Sport, according to
Katrina Whitaker, who
supervises the city’s
recreation programs.
None have required mediation by the City
Council, or threatened Mr. Sheeper’s con-
tract with the city, she said.

The poolis open year-round; anew dome
paid for and installed by Menlo Swim and
Sport shelters the instructional pool during
the winter months, keeping kids warm. Mr.
Sheeper points out that for $14, less than
the price of two movie tickets, a whole fam-
ily can spend a day at the pool.

Many laud the breadth of programs
offered, the cleanliness of the facility, and
the new dome.

“Ive been impressed with the number
of programs that address all age groups,”
Menlo Park resident Ned Moritz, a lap

swimmer, wrote. “Senior exercise pro-
grams as well as beginner classes for small
children seem to keep the pool full and
active all the time. I don’t remember any
of these programs or the intensity of the
programs in the ‘old’ days.”

Frank Tucker also said the new operation
is an improvement over the previous pool:
“T often felt in prior years that there were
limited offerings of activities at the pool,
and that the staff was somewhat unenthusi-
astic,” he wrote. He said he has been largely
satisfied with both the swim lessons and
swim teams his children have participated
in, though others expressed frustration at
the progress their children made.

Menlo Park resident Greg Gaffney, one
of many middle-aged people in the masters
program, said he was grateful to be wel-
comed into the masters program, despite
not having swum for decades. When
he joined the program, Mr. Gaffney, 51,
couldn’t go more than four laps without
stopping, he said. In the three years since,
he’s moved up three lanes, and can now
swim across lakes without a wetsuit, he
said.

Andy Cohen, a council member who
voted against the decision to award Mr.
Sheeper the contract, said he’s been “com-
pletely satisfied” with Mr. Sheeper’s work. A
lap swimmer who uses the pool frequently,
Mr. Cohen said the pool feels crowded, but
not necessarily as a result of the way the
schedule is managed.

“Im just one of many people who use it,
and so I wouldn’t want to come across as
complaining about Sheeper or the opera-
tion, just because ’'m not able to have alane
to myself,” he said.

Program’s future
Many who disagreed with the council’s
decision to allow Menlo Swim and Sport

See BURGESS POOL, page 14
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Thank you for voting us MERIDLAN
Best Travel Agency. R

Hotel

100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

MNow is the time to plan your cruise vacation!

Prices are at their lowest in years and values are exceptionall
At Sail Away 2009, meet with cruise line representatives,
gain expert insight into what's new in cruising and take
advantage of speaal insider savings and amenities.

Call or click today for your complimentary guest pass
to the event. (Admission is $12.50 at the door)

‘3‘.“-" (650) 328-2030

B30 Menlo Ave, Menlo Park =
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www.SailAway2009.com

S BAUMANRAREBOOKS

535 Madison Avenue, New York

and at The Palazzo in Las Vegas

For a complimentary catalogue,
call us at 1-800-972-2862

or email us at brb@baumanrarebooks.com
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BURGESS POOL

continued from page 13

to operate the pool — four of the
five current council members
criticized that decision openly —
have called for an open bidding
process when Mr. Sheeper’s lease
expires in 2011.

Others have praised the current
arrangement, saying that Mr.
Sheeper is doing the city a favor,
and that there simply isn’t anyone
else around who would be willing
or able to run the programs.

“Tjust hope they renew his con-
tract. Thope they don’t nickel and
dime him,” said Mr. Sinnott, who
instigated a minor Web-based
brouhaha when he sent an e-mail
before the last council election,
warning fellow swimmers that
union-beholden council mem-
bers might tap city employees
to run the program when Mr.

Sheeper’s contract expires. “Ijust
don’t want him to leave.”

For his part, Mr. Sheeper tries

not to worry about what will
happen when the contract ends.
The council is responsible to its
constituents, he points out; if
swimmers are happy, that bodes
well for his company.

“We've set (the program) up
with a good, solid long-term
foundation,” he said. “If it doesn’t
pay off, then I've lost the gamble,
but I didn’t want to be thinking
about this as only a five-year
contract, cutting costs to make a
profit. That’s just not good busi-
ness sense.”

For Mr. Sinnott, one of Mr.
Sheeper’s main attributes as a
coach is that he makes swimming
enjoyable.

“He’s a really creative guy; he
makes it fun,” he said. “Swim-
ming can be pretty dreary, a lot

SURPLUS

of it is just repetition — ‘give
me 10. .. The facility’s great,
but the coaching is really what
counts.”

In swimming, Mr. Sheeper
hopes people can find an activ-
ity that keeps them active and
healthy well into middle age,
and beyond.

Coaching “is about tapping
into ... what drives people?”
Mr. Sheeper said. “What makes
each individual go?” o

H INFORMATION

For more information on
programs offered and fees
charged at Menlo Park’s Burgess
Pool, visit menloswim.com.

To view Almanac readers’ reviews
of the programs and facilities,
visit tinyurl.com/pwa4mq

OFFICE FURNITURE

- Tables

— Techline Desks
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- File Cabinets
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703 High Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301

The Palo Alto Weekly is moving to our new offices and we need to
sell our current surplus furniture. No phone calls please.
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Armed men invade home

Two masked men armed with
handguns invaded an occupied
home in the 700 block of Ivy
Drive in Menlo Park on Sept.
6, at about 10:45 a.m., and got
away with cash and property
after forcing the occupants to lie
on the floor, police reported.

The seven victims, five wom-
en, one man and a boy, ranged
in age from 10 to 73, and none
was injured, said Menlo Park
Police Department spokeswom-
an Nicole Acker.

The men entered the home
through an unlocked door and

demanded money and property,
police said. They kicked open
one locked inside door, rum-
maged through purses and a
small safe, and fled on foot with
$230 in cash, a cell phone and a
man’s gold necklace, police said.

Victims described the men as
black, about 5 feet 7 inches to
5 feet 8 inches tall, dressed in
black and carrying handguns.

One of the victims managed to
“sneak out” of the house and call
police on her cell phone while
the robbery was ongoing, Ms.
Acker said.

Two men robbed on Willow Road

Two men were robbed at gun-
point on Willow Road in Menlo
Park on Sept. 4, police reported.
A juvenile has turned himself
in to police in connection with
the robbery, said police spokes-
woman Nicole Acker.

Police are searching for his
accomplice

The juveniles made off with
a cell phone and $220 in cash
in the robbery, which occurred

around 3:15 p.m. Friday, Sept.
4, in the 1300 block of Willow
Road, just inside Menlo Park’s
border with East Palo Alto,
police said.

The young man turned himself
in after one of the men who was
robbed identified him to police,
Ms. Acker said. He did not return
the property, she said.

According to the police report,
neither of the men were injured.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Friends of the
Menlo Park Library

Book Fair 2009

Saturday September 19
9:30 to 4:00

Sunday September 20
9:30 to 2:00

More than 30,000 gently used books

“Special Books” selection in Council Chambers
(No Auction This Year)

Menlo Park Library Grounds & Council Chambers
Ravenswood & Laurel

All proceeds go to the Friends of the Menlo Park Library
which supports many library programs & projects
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THE OTHELLO SYNDROME
URI CAINE ENSEMBLE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 8:00PM
DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM

BANQUET OF THE SPIRITS
CYRO BAPTISTA

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 8:00PM
DINKELSPIEL AUDITORIUM

Maverick pianist/composer Caine and an
“A”-list group meld Verdi and Shakespeare
with jazz, funk, electronica, and more.

Brazilian percussion maestro Baptista and
his high-energy quartet appear on the heels
of anew CD, Infinito.

Plus: Anonymous 4 (10.21), Emerson String Quartet (10.28), St. Lawrence
String Quartet (111, 1.31, 4.18), Prokofiev Festival (1112 - 11.15) From the Top with
Christopher O’Riley (12.5), Chanticleer (12.10), Misha Dichter (2.17), Dave
Douglas & Keystone + Bill Morrison (4.24), Hal Holbrook (4.27) & many more!

SINGLE TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
livelyarts.stanford.edu | 650-725-ARTS

Pediatric Health Fair

for parents and their special needs children

Thursday, October 1

3to5p.m.

Palo Alto Center, 795 El Camino Real, Courtyard
Cost: Free

PAMF's Center for Hearing Health is hosting a
community Pediatric Health Fair for parents and
their special needs children. The event features:

- Resources and literature for parents of children
with special emotional or physical needs

- Information on topics including autism, nutrition,
speech pathology, audiology and allergies

- More than 20 health care professionals and
doctors

- Activities, games and light refreshments

RSVP for the event by calling 650-853-4873.
For more information, please call 650-853-5374.

L%ﬂ Palo Alto Medical Foundation

A Sutter Health Affiliate

pamf.org

THE CURE FOR COMMON MEDICINE
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2009 Speaker Series

DR. ALEX BEAVERS

Executive at SRI International

Wednesday, September 23, 2009
5:30 to 7:00 pm

Dr. Beavers will be discussing Sustainability

* Defining sustainability
* Trends locally, nationally and globally
e SRI’s contributions to sustainability

N The meeting will be held in the International Building
I AT at SRI on 333 Ravenswood Avenue, Menlo Park.
52225.??5"&21?"“:;_ © | Access to parking is on the west side of the

intersection of Ravenswood and Middlefield Road.

Follow the signs to the International Building.

Any questions contact: Chuck Kinney
Chairman Sustainable Menlo Park
sustainablemenlopark @ gmail.com

USATF Certified Course | Timed Event
Finisher T-Shirts and Water Bottles!

Register Now!
www.stanfordrunforyourlife.com
or call the Stanford Ticket Office 650.725.2787

5K/10K RACE

K/10K course through Stanford University
rtinStanford Emergency Medicine

SCHOOLS

A future for Tinker Park?

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

preschool tot lot and a
Apublic middle school are

admittedly strange bed-
fellows. But it seems to work at
wee little Tinker Park, a small
public playground carved out
of the Hillview Middle School
campus on Santa Cruz Avenue
in Menlo Park.

A transformation of the Hill-
view campus, set to start next
year, would have eliminated
Tinker Park and used the space
asasort of landscape buffer, with
an emergency vehicle access road
and an outdoor classroom area
under a large oak tree.

The plan is to rebuild Hill-
view’s classrooms, administra-
tive offices and other buildings
in denser, two-story clusters
where the playing field now
stands, and then tear down the
old single-story buildings and
create a new field.

But, acting on a request from
the city of Menlo Park, the Menlo
Park City School District’s board
opted to carve out a one-eighth-
acre spot for Tinker Park from
the 9-acre campus, possibly
forgoing the outdoor classroom.

s

STANFORD

HOSPITAL & CLINICS

See photo on Page 3

The existing park, including a
small grassy field, inhabits about
one-quarter of an acre.

The future of the pocket-sized
park sidetracked the school
board during its review of minor
changes to the Hillview plan
at the Sept. 9 meeting. Board
members debated whether to
keep the park, where to put it,
and who would pay for it.

“It’s got nothing to do with
operating a school. What are we
giving up that was intended for
the middle school?” Superin-
tendent Ken Ranella asked the
board.

Mr. Ranella pointed out that
with the ever-growing enrollment
in the district, there are space
constraints on all the campuses.
As aresult, the district is creating
community assets that are also
useful to students, like fields, jog-
ging tracks, basketball courts and
multi-purpose rooms.

“Tinker Park was designed by
the city when schools were small
and the space was not used —
many, many years ago,” he said.

By and large, board members
seemed unconvinced that many

FOR YOUR

LIFE

Stanford University Medical Center
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teachers would lead classes on
informal benches in the small,
undeveloped space called out on
the Hillview plans.

“TI don’t think it’s as peace-
ful as it looks in this drawing,”
said board member Laura Rich,
pointing out its location on busy
Santa Cruz Avenue.

Board member Maria Hilton
was less enthusiastic than her col-
leagues about saving the park.

“I want to be a good neighbor
and a good partner, but this real-
ly isn’t looking at the project as a
middle school,” she said. “There
are other parks in this town.”

She pointed out that the sur-
rounding neighborhood is all
single-family homes with back-
yards where children can play.

“T see it as using this buffer
space in a better way, personally,”
countered board member Jeff
Child. “We give the city a little
help, and we’re asking for a lot of
help from them, by the way.”

He and board member Mark
Box had fond memories of tak-
ing their own children to Tinker
Park, and they bristled at a sug-
gestion to eliminate the swing
set in order to save space.

“The main thing is the swing,
that’s what the park is,” said Mr.
Child.

But the board members drew
the line at paying to replace the
park, which is estimated to cost
around $50,000, including new
fencing.

On 5-0 vote, the board direct-
ed the district architect to
include a version of Tinker
Park — with the swing— in the
Hillview plans, but to pass the
installation costs on to the city
of Menlo Park.

At the meeting, the board also
affirmed its previous decision
to eliminate tennis courts from
Hillview, saying that they took up
too much space and were of too
little use to such a large student
population. City officials had
also asked the district to consider
saving the tennis courts.

Menlo Park officials also
offered to contribute toward the
installation of a new artificial
turf field at Hillview, Mr. Ranel-
la said. The local AYSO already
has pledged between $75,000
and $150,000 toward the new
field, which will be shared by
youth soccer teams. B

@xpress.

Today'’s news, sports & hot picks

Fresh news

delivered daily
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Museum Quality Repairs
® Porcelain ® Pottery ® Marble

e Jade ® Ivory ® Glass
* Wood e Stone
650-948-4245

THE
RESTORATION
STUDIO

www.restorationstudio.com

SIGN UP FOR FALL LESSONS STARTING SEPTEMBER 15
OUTDOOR ICE SKATING & TENNIS

s Daily public sessions # Private parties available

# Lessons for all ages and abilities

Call for more information or to register 493 '45 66
3009 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto » www.winterlodge.com
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Shaping Our
Future Together

El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan

September 17 .

Community Workshop
Where the Plan Takes Shape

Development of the El Camino Real/Downtown Specific
Plan is entering a decisive phase for community input.
Refined concepts and a preferred alternative—based on input
from the previous community meetings—will be presented
and discussed during the third and final community workshop
on September 17th.The results of this workshop will set the
foundation for the draft version of the Specific Plan. Because
the Specific Plan will guide the direction for downtown and

El Camino Real over the next 30 years, you are strongly
encouraged to participate in this workshop. Join us
September 17th to help decide what the heart and soul of our
town will be like for future generations.

For more information—including past workshop presentations,
materials, and summary notes—or to sign up for project e-mails, .
please visit www.menlopark.org/specificplan or - ¥

contact Thomas Rogers at (650) 330-6722 or S
s
THRogers@menlopark.org fwe”

September 2009

Specific Plan Workshop #3
Sept. 17 — 7:00 p.m. (preview at 6:30 p.m.)

700B Santa Cruz Ave. (enter from rear parking
plaza, behind Ace Hardware)

You will have a chance to weigh in
on proposed public improvements,
including expanded public spaces,
wider sidewalks on Santa Cruz
Avenue, and enhanced crossings
of El Camino Real.You will
also have an opportunity to
consider a preferred direction
for the use, size, and character
of private development, with
its associated traffic and fiscal
implications and potential
public benefits. This is your
chance to make your voice
heard and transform our
community’s exciting vision
into an enduring reality.

=
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Better than a Reverse Mortgage!

We’ll provide you with Monthly Payments while you remain in
the Comfort and Security of your home for LIFE!

Assurance of Lifetime Residency

For Homeowners 60 years and older
Receive Interest Free Monthly Payments
Participate in Your Home’s Future Value
Not a Loan and No Closing Costs

Unlike a traditional loan, line of credit or reverse mortgage, there
are no monthly payments or interest costs.

Sumant S. Pendharkar
Mortgage Planner

650-704-3840

Accessbanc Mortgage
1175 Saratoga Ave, Suite 14
San Jose, CA 95129

Heartfelt professmnal care for the elderly

“Asszsted living that’s‘better. than home.”

* Private or shared rooms

* 24-hour on-call assistance

« Dementia and Alzheimer’s care

+ All meals, snacks, special diets

+ Many special activities and events

« Personal care y@dﬁﬂ %ﬂﬁl’

justlike
family

* Beautiful new wandering 1616 Gordon Street
paths and vegetable garden Redwood City, CA 94061
Lic # 415600025

650.562.0555

www.justlikefamily.com ¢ Family owned and operated

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

@ Middle School - Grades 6 - 8
Individualized, self-directed program
@ Rich international and cultural studies
Proven, Montessori approach

@ State-of-the-art facility

@ Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131
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Community

NEWS OF LOCAL PEOPLE AND EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY

Woodside holds Barn Dance at Runnymede

Woodside will celebrate its rural
heritage on Saturday, Sept. 26,
from 3 to 8 p.m. at the Runnymede
Sculpture Farm with a Commu-
nity Barn Dance, sponsored on
alternate years by the Woodside
Recreation Committee.

Activities for children and the
young at heart include two merry-
go-rounds (one with live ponies),
hay wagon rides, fire engine rides,
a petting zoo, and other animal
activities as well as western-
themed games and face painting.

Guided tours of the sculpture
garden at Runnymede will be
featured along with art and
environmental exhibits by local
artists and groups.

Admission also includes a
barbecue dinner, and dancing in
the Runnymede barn featuring
country western and contem-
porary music. Some surprise
entertainment is also promised.

More than 450 people attend-
ed the previous events, and
tickets will be limited.

Purchase tickets, $20 for chil-
dren and $35 for adults or $95 fora
family of up to 5 people, by Sept. 18
with a form found at the Woodside
Recreation Committee’s Web site,
woodsiderec.com, or at Town Hall,
2955 Woodside Road.

Cooking for kids

Junior cooks will learn to
make pastry for quiche, pre-
pare guacamole, veggie dip,
and cheese puffs at a hands-on
cooking demonstration from
1 to 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 20, at
MacArthur Park, 27 University
Ave. in Palo Alto.

The event will highlight recipes
from “You've Got Recipes,” a new
children’s cookbook by Jerry
Anne Di Vecchio, with illustra-
tions by Francoise Kirkman.
Kids wll be taught by the book’s
authors and Faz Poursohi, Mac-

Photo by Jim Milton
llana Lindsay gets up close and
personal with a chicken at one of
the previous Barn Dances held in
Woodside.

Arthur Park’s executive chef.

Ms. Di Vecchio was the food
editor of Sunset magazine for
more than 40 years. Ms. Kirkman
was an art director and designer at
the magazine for many years.

Cost of the cooking class is
$25 per person, plus tax and
gratuity. Copies of the book,
available at the class, are $27.95.
To reserve, call 321-9990.

Sacred Heart Prep
senior fashion show

“Gator Rock Cafe” is the theme
for Sacred Heart Preparatory’s
annual senior fashion show to
be held Saturday, Sept. 19, on
the Atherton school’s campus.
The theme was inspired by rock
and roll classics of the 1970s and
beyond, says committee mem-
ber Margie Kriebel.

The entire senior class of 134
students, along with parents,
will model fashions from local
stores, including Bloomingdale’s
Stanford Shopping Center.

The evening will begin with

" REGISTRATION IS OPEN

SALPINE LITTLE LEAGUE
FALL BALL 20092

http://www.eteamz.com/alpine/index.cfm

LL Juniors Fall Ball Baseball

Players 13, 14 or 15 years old after April 30

Games begin September 19
1 game a week on Saturday

X

Call Lindsay @650-851-8017 or
Email LLBLOSALTOS@AOL.COM

H AROUND TOWN

cocktails at 5:30 p.m., followed
by dinner in the school’s Aquatic
Center. The runway show, to be
held after dinner, will be cho-
reographed by Kim Selby. Sacred
Heart seniors will also perform
in student-choreographed dance
numbers.

Linda Benevento, Tracy
Cowperthwaite, Terry Straube,
and Mary Beth Oppenheimer
are co-chairs for the event. Pro-
ceeds from the fashion show will
be used to support senior activi-
ties, including the junior/senior
prom and graduation night.
Proceeds will also help fund the
Senior Legacy Scholarship and
the senior gift to the school.

For more information, call
Sacred Heart Schools, 322-1866.

Seismologist to talk
on quake preparedness

It’s will have been 20 years,
come Oct. 17, since the Loma
Prieta earthquake shook the
Bay Area into a new seismic
awareness: that more and bigger
quakes are coming.

A 2008 survey by the U.S.
Geological Survey puts the like-
lihood of a magnitude 6.7 quake
in the greater Bay Area in the
next 30 years at 62 percent.

USGS seismologist Jack Boat-
wright will give a free talk for
the general public at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 24, examining
the Bay Area’s level of prepared-
ness for the next big quake, and
considering what scientists have
learned about the 1989 earth-
quake, according to USGS.

Mr. Boatwright will speak in
Conference Room A of Build-
ing 3 in the USGS offices at
345 Middlefield Road in Menlo
Park. For more information, go
to online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar.

Workshop on
college financial aid

College affordability coach
Vicki O’Day will discuss college
financial aid options during a
free program at 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 21, at the Menlo Park
Library, 800 Alma St. in the
Menlo Park Civic Center.

Topics to be discussed are the
costs of college, expected family
contribution, need-based and
merit aid, financial aid pack-
ages, scholarships, and strategies
for finding affordable colleges.

Visit www.menloparklibray.
org or call 330-2530 for more
information.
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Book Fair offers 30,000 books for sale

One of Menlo Park’s old-
est traditions, the Menlo Park
Friends of the Library Book Fair,
takes place Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 19 and 20, on the grounds
adjacent to the library, at the cor-
ner of Ravenswood Avenue and
Laurel Street in the Menlo Park
Civic Center. Hours will be 9:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday.

More than 30,000 “gently
used” books will be offered in 30
categories, including biography,
travel, psychology, religion, and
children’s classics.

Most books will sell for less

than $2, many for $1.

“A student can still find a
complete ‘Shakespeare’ for a
dollar,” says Friend’s spokesman
Tim Goode.

He advises shoppers to come
early on Saturday morning for the
best buys. The number of cashiers
has been doubled to expedite sales
and volunteers will help carry
shoppers’ purchases to their cars.

This year, instead of an auction
in the council chambers, there will
be a selection of “special books.”
There will be no bidding. Instead,
the price of each book will be
marked inside the front cover. The

auction is being postponed until
2010 in order to build up the col-
lection of quality books, according
to Friends member Jackie Drew

Snacks, such as cookies donuts,
coffee, and orange juice, will be
for sale.

Through the Book Fair, the
Friends of the Library has been
able to donate $100,000 toward
renovation of the children’s
library, scheduled to start in
November; $50,000 to Project
Read; and more than $100,000
for special needs for both the
main library and the Belle
Haven library, says Mr. Goode.

Fundraising is sweet when beneficiary is Project Read

Project Read-Menlo Park’s third
annual dessert-tasting fundraiser
is set for 7 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Sept.
26, in Room 105 of the Burgess
Recreation Center.

“Taste Desserts! For Literacy”
will feature cakes, pastries and
other confections donated by
local businesses and bakers.
There will also be live music and

a silent auction.

A number of students, tutors
and community supporters will
be honored during a program
that will be emceed by student
Olegario Neves and volunteer
Kristi Breisch.

Tickets are $20 in advance,
and $25 at the door. All pro-
ceeds benefit Project Read-

Menlo Park, which has helped
more than 1,200 adults learn to
read since its establishment in
1985.

The Burgess Recreation Center
is at 700 Alma St., in the Menlo
Park Civic Center.

For information or to buy tick-
ets, contact Roberta Roth at 330-
2525, or rlroth@menlopark.org.

m COLLEGE GRADS

M Jennifer Baker, a 2001 graduate
of Menlo-Atherton High School,
graduated from the University of San
Francisco School of Law, summa

cum laude, at the top of her class of
220 graduates. She is the daughter

of John Baker of Pleasant Hill and

Ruth Wheeler of Orlando, Florida, and
the granddaughter of Diane Berlin

of Menlo Park. Ms. Baker, who was
technical editor of the Law Review,
has begun a three-month stint as a
White House intern in the office of Vice
President Joseph Biden, after which
she will begin her position with the firm
of O'Melveny and Myers, LLP, in their
Washington, D.C., office.

W Nathan Saul Mazonson of Menlo
Park recently graduated cum laude
from Dartmouth College in Hanover,

Massachusetts. The son of Dr. Peter
D. Mazonson and Mary Ann Zetes, he
majored in environmental sciences
and minored in engineering sciences.
Founded in 1769, Dartmouth enrolls
4,200 undergraduates and 1,000
graduate students in engineering,
business and medicine.

W Mary Kormanak, daughter of

Ken and Judy Kormanak of Portola
Valley, recently graduated as a doctor
of optometry from the New England
College of Optometry in Boston, where
she completed a four-year program
of studies. She has been accepted

in a one-year residency program at a
VA Hospital Clinic in the Boston area,
where she will specialize in primary
care and ocular disease. She did her
undergraduate work at UCLA. She
hopes to return to California in a
couple of years to practice optometry.
M Nicole Kalinske of Atherton

Parkinson’s Disease and Urinary Bladder Problems?

&)

A new experimental study is being con-
ducted in the Urology Department of the
Stanford University Hospital and Clinics by
Dr. Rodney Anderson. Patients who have

a diagnosis of Parkinson’s Disease and
urinary bladder problems of frequency, ur-
gency or urinary inconfinence are invited
to inquire about their qualification to par-
ficipate. There is no cost to participating.

S TA N F O R D Dr. Rodney Anderson

HOSPITAL & cLINIcs Department of Urology

Please contact:

Stanford Untversity Medical Center

Stanford University:
(650) 498-4240

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com

recently received a bachelor of arts

in child development and community
health, both magna cum laude, from
Tufts University in Massachusetts.

Nature, Creativity and Health
An Evening with Richard Louv

September 25th at 7:30 pm
Smithwick Theater
Foothill College, Los Altos Hills

Richard Louv, author of Last Child in the Woods, has inspired a
national movement to reconnect children with nature.

This event is part of a month-long ‘Let’s Play Outside’ campaign
with Play Days throughout the Bay Area starting September 15th.

For information, visit cincbayarea.org or call 650.969.6592

Sponsored by the Children in Nature Collaborative.
Many thanks to our generous co-sponsors:

ONLINE

MountainView
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B (D Waldorf School

A special thanks to BabyMoon Photography

GLOB

Our students will
exemplify excellence,
responsibility, and global

exciting, and international
environment that inspires
critical thinking with an
entrepreneurial spirit.

Valley

citizenship in a supportive,

OPEN HOUSE

for students enrolling in
2009-2010 academic year

September 1 & September 9
at 7:oopm in Russell Center,
Menlo College

Come learn how our school
will help your children
achieve their dreams.

International Academy

AL EDUCATION IN A LOCAL COMMUNITY

New High School located at Menlo College!

The academically rigorous curriculum enables and
encourages students to perform at the highest levels.
Our curriculum will include a full range of classes in
humanities, math, science, and the arts, plus foreign
languages including Chinese, Japanese, and Spanish.

Our college counselor and experienced faculty will
help students gain leadership in arts, athletics, service
learning, and environmentalism. Collaborative projects
and entrepreneurial ventures will motivate students to
apply their knowledge to real life. Students will benefit
from small class sizes and specialized tutelage from
experienced faculty.

We welcome foreign (I-20) students with instruction in
English (ESL). Students may live at home or board in our
student residence.

VIA’s program is designed by a dynamic and talented
faculty while following the global vision of veteran
entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

grades 6-8

UPPER SCHOOL

grades 9-12

e Building curiosity and hunger
for learning

e College preparatory program

e College counseling

* Critical thinking e Service learning emphasis

® Open-mindedness and respect « Public speaking

e Nurturing confidence « Athletics

1000 el camino real ® atherton, ca 94087 ® 650-996-2999
admissions@valleyacademy.org ® www.valleyacademy.org
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The Girls’ Middle School

180 North Rengstorff Ave. ¢ Mountain View, CA 94043
650.968.8338 x133 ® www.girlsms.org
admissions@girlsms.org

OPEN HOUSES

Saturday,
November 14, 1 pm

Thursday,
December 10, 7 pm

COMMUNITY

Locals receive Golden Acorn Awards

By Sean Howell
Staff Writer, The Almanac

usinesses, organizations
Band individuals will be
recognized for public ser-
vice and business excellence Sept.
21 at the Golden Acorn Awards
banquet, sponsored by Menlo
Park’s Chamber of Commerce,
and held at the new Rosewood
Sand Hill hotel in Menlo Park.
Selected by a committee made
up of chamber members, the
recipients will be honored in
the fields of business excellence,
community service, public ser-
vice, and work by a nonprofit
organization.

Community service

The Gary T. and Elissa Wil-
liams Memorial Award for
Community Service will go
to Frances Bohannon Nelson.
Ms. Nelson has supported a
number of charitable organiza-
tions through her stewardship
of the Bohannon Foundation
and her personal involvement
in the community, including
the Peninsula Boys & Girls Club,
Job Train, Peninsula Volunteers,
Rebuilding Together, and Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank, accord-
ing to the chamber.

Ms. Nelson has served on the
boards of several organizations,
including Peninsula Volunteers,
and has supported the Belle
Haven Community School. She
has worked with the Bohannon
Development Co. since 1943, serv-
ing as president for 25 years. She
currently serves as chairman.

Public service
Menlo-Atherton High School’s

Kiwanis Key Club has expanded
into a thriving community ser-
vice organization under the
watchful eye of Jon Johnston, an
adviser to the club since 2000.
Mr. Johnston,
an inspector
with the Menlo
Park Fire Pro-
tection District
since 2000,
is the winner
of this year’s
public service
award.

Since  Mr.
Johnston began working with
the Key Club in 2005, he has
helped bring its membership
from seven to over 70, accord-
ing to the chamber. The club
has participated in or sponsored
a clothes drive for underprivi-
leged children, a fundraiser for
families affected by Califor-
nia wildfires, the Menlo Park
Pancake Firefighters Breakfast,
and the Menlo Park Relay for
Life. Students sponsor children
around the holiday season, visit
the elderly, and work on projects
with Rebuilding Together.

Jon Johnston

Nonprofit organization

Project Read, an outgrowth
of the Menlo Park Library, has
helped more than 2,000 learn to
read in English, or improve their
reading skills, since its incep-
tion in 1985. The winner of the
award for a nonprofit organiza-
tion, it pairs tutors with foreign-
born students, helping them
to read books and newspapers,
and attain their educational and
professional goals.

All of the tutors are volun-

teers. The program is funded by
the California State Library Lit-
eracy Services, by Menlo Park’s
Friends of the Library founda-
tion, and by the city of Menlo
Park, among other entities and
individuals.

Business excellence

Founded in 1952, Hirzel Fine
Jewelry has been a fixture in
downtown Menlo Park for over
half a century. Founder George
Hirzel started as a watchmaker,
but over time the business
became more devoted to gems.

Employee Carl Weimer bought
the business in 1993, moving it
to its present location and
expanding its size. Among the
services the business offers:
appraisals, custom design, spe-
cial orders, jewelry and watch
repair, engraving, and cleaning.
It is the recipient of the Albert J.
Giannotti Award for Business
Excellence. B

Correction

An earlier article about the Gold-
en Acorn Awards incorrectly gave
Jon Johnston’s first name as Joe.

H INFORMATION

The 37th annual Golden Acorn
Awards banquet, sponsored

by the Menlo Park Chamber of
Commerce, will be held Monday,
Sept. 21, at the Rosewood Sand
Hill hotel, 2825 Sand Hill Road at
Interstate 280, from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. Reservations are $125. For
more information, e-mail info@
menloparkchamber.com or call
325-2818.

ELmA MAE REYNOLDS

Elma Mage Reynolds, a 47
yearresident of Menlo Park,
California passed away
peacefully surrounded by

Evelyn Crivelli.

Carmel, Galifornia.
She is preceded in death by her parents and her sister,

Elma took great pride and much enjoyment in her 14

her family on September
10, 2009. She was 80
years old.

She was born in Fresno,
California, daughter of
Elmer and Stella LaJoie.
She graduated from San
Domenico High School in San Anselmo, attended
Dominican College, and graduated with an Elementary
Education degree from Santa Barbara Teachers’
College.

Elma taught school, primarily kindergarten, in
Reedley and Hawaii. She met her beloved husband, Val
Reynolds in Honolulu. They married in 1955. In 1983,
Val preceded her in death.

She is survived by her children, Melanie (Bob Rowe)
Reynolds of Helena, Montana; Harrison Mark (Jane)
)
)

grandchildren. She took many trips around the country
to visit them. Her grandchildren include Matthew,
Robert, Michelle, and Scott Reynolds; Maggie and Sam
Rowe; Alex and Nick Reynolds; Ellis, Hilary, and Claire
Gould; and Christopher, Kevin, and Brian Jasper.

Elma was a member of The Church of Nativity Parish.
She worked for many years as an instructional aide at
Laurel School in Menlo Park.

ARosarywillbe heldat 7:00 p.m. on Friday, September
18 in the chapel at Spangler Mortuary in Menlo Park.
Viewing hours will be held from 4 —7 p.m. on the same
date. A funeral mass will be held on Saturday, September
19 at 9:00 a.m. at The Church of the Nativity in Menlo
Park. Burial will be held at 11:30 a.m. on Monday,
September 21 in Reedley. For additional information or
directions, please contact Spangler Mortuaries at (650)
323-6500 or www.spanglermortuary.com.

In EIma's memory, the family is requesting that
donations be made to the Northern California
Alzheimer's Association (www.alz.org/norcal).

PAID OBITUARY

SAN]OSE

PRESENTS MASSENET’S

SEPTEMBER 12-27, 2009 CALIFORNIA THEATRE
ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW!

408.437.4450 OPERASJ.ORG

Reynolds of Menlo Park California; Jeffrey Val (Nancy
Reynolds of San Diego, California; Susan (Terry
Gould of Winnetka, Illinois; and Anne (Scott) Jasper, of

o & @) ARPLIED

3 ]OSE MATERIALS

FOUNDATION

CHRIS AYERS PHOTO
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FOR THE

RECORD

m POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton
and Menlo Park police departments
and the San Mateo County Sheriff’s
Office. Under the law, people charged
with offenses are considered innocent
until convicted.

ATHERTON

Auto burglary report: Credit cards
stolen, 200 block of Austin Ave., Sept. 4.
Residential burglary report: Point

of entry was dog-door, Maple Ave.,
Sept. 10.

Grand theft report: Two computers
stolen from unlocked vehicle in drive-
way, 100 block of Tuscaloosa Ave.,
Sept 4.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports:

W Tools stolen from locked garage,
1200 block of Mills St., Sept. 4.

M Three bikes and accessories with
total value of $2,500 stolen from car-
port, 400 block of Waverley St., Sept. 6.
W Firearms, cash, two laptop comput-
ers and personal items with total value
of $21,000 stolen from unoccupied
residence, 1000 block of Almanor Ave.,
Sept. 7.

Auto burglary reports:

W Apple iPod earphones and sun-
glasses stolen, 1000 block of Fremont
St., Sept. 4.

W GPS unit and purse stolen, first block
of Nancy Way, Sept. 7.

B About $20 in change stolen, 700
block of Central Ave., Sept. 8.

B Purse and sunglasses stolen, 300
block of Cotton St., Sept. 9.

B Remote control toy boat stolen, 1200
block of Bay Laurel Drive, Sept. 9.
BCash, credit cards, makeup and
Apple iPod with total value of $690

stolen, 1600 block of Marsh Road,
Sept. 9.

Grand theft reports:

W Two bicycles stolen with total value
of $520, in 800 block of Coleman Ave.,
Sept. 7.

M Bike value at $2,020 stolen from
apartment patio, 1000 block of Flor-
ence Lane, Sept. 8.

M Bike valued at $400 stolen from
bike rack, 2200 block of Sharon Road,
Sept. 10.

Fraud reports:

W Bad checks totaling $5,000
received, La Michoacana Market at
1305 Willow Road, Sept. 4.

M Credit card fraud of $270, first block
of Willow Road, Sept. 7.

M |[dentity theft, 1000 block of Tehama
Ave., Sept. 10.

Child Protective Services reports:
W 1300 block of Henderson Ave.,
Sept. 9.

600 block of Roble Ave., Sept. 9.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Assault report: Resident struck on left
wrist and head with two wooden base-
ball bats after refusing demand for
$500 for bail bond, first block of Oak
Forest Court, Sept. 2.

LADERA

Fraud report: Business credit card
used for $7,000 in unauthorized pur-
chases, 3200 block of Alpine Road,
Sept. 4.

WEST MENLO PARK

Auto burglary report: Window
smashed and golf bag and clubs
valued at $2,070 stolen, 3500 block of
Alameda de las Pulgas, Sept. 2.

Vikings Pop Warner football report

This report is from Adam Greenlow of
Menlo Park, a player on the Pee Wee
Vikingsi Pop Warner football team. He
is a seventh-grader at St. Raymond
School. All players named are with the
Vikings.

The Menlo-Atherton Vikings played
against the Tri-Cities Titans and the
Junior Midgets against the Andrew
Hill Raiders on Sept. 12-13 at Menlo-
Atherton High School. Following are
the game summaries.

Tiny Mites: In a game where you donit
keep score of the points, Justin Sinclair
had an amazing run for a touchdown. Jus-
tin also crossed the goal line with a sneaky
quarterback keeper. Joe Posthauer, Nick
Andrighetto, Braden Fitzgerald, and
Sebastian Thompson played tight defense.

Mitey Mites: The Vikingsi unbelievable
first drive lasted 10 plays and took one
quarter. The drive went 70 yards, starting
with the big push of the frontline, consist-
ing of Owen Mulleneaux, Samuel Davison,
James Miller, DJ Houston and Alejandro
Ross. It ended with Blake Stenstrom
punching in a touchdown. Keyshawn
Ashford wrapped the game up with two
45-yard touchdowns to leave Tri Cities in
their tracks. The final score was 18-6.

Junior Pee Wees: The JPW played their
best game of the season but lost 21-0.

Treisean Bishop had some great long runs,
which were made possible because of Lea
Brownis stellar blocking. Don Tate Tussing
had a great performance on defense.

Pee Wees: The Pee Wees played a hard
fought game, but couldnit put in a final
score to win. Penalties cost the Vikings

in the first half, but in the second half the
yellow flags were not seen as often. Memo
Teu scored on a 17-yard run for the first
touchdown of the game. Robby Beardsley
threw the ball to Benjamin Burr-Kirven,
who ran 35 yards and had to cool off his
feet in the end zone. Burr-Kirven also got
a critical pick when the Titans could have
driven down and scored a touchdown.
The defense got a safety to put two points
on the board. After one touchdown, Stav-
ro Papadakis kicked for two points. In the
last minutes of the fourth quarter, Adam
Greenlow caught a long pass thrown by
Robby Beardsley and ran in the extra cou-
ple of yards to score. But, it wasnit quite
enough to win and the Vikings lost 23-26.

Junior Midgets: After a scoreless first
half, the Vikings managed to pull off a
great 20-6 win against Andrew Hill. Matt
QOdell had a pass reception from Royce
Branning that put points on the board
with a 60 yard touchdown. Isiah Nash
had two interceptions and brought one to
the house. In the third quarter, a big drive
ended with Alex Andrighetto scoring on a
40-yard run. Ryan Foster had some nice
sacks. Zhifir James pummeled a few kids
and Malcom Gates and Keesean Johnson
had outstanding games.

Have lunch at Amici’s, help the hungry

All the proceeds from lunch
sales at Amici’s East Coast Piz-
zeria in Menlo Park on Tuesday;,
Sept. 22, will go to feed people
in need in Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties.

The profits from all sales
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. will
go to the Second Harvest Food

Bank, according to Menlo Park’s
Chamber of Commerce. Second
Harvest distributes food primari-
ly to low-income families through
a network of regional nonprofits,
according to its Web site.

Amici’s is located at 880
Santa Cruz Ave., near University
Drive.

—
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CUSTOM UPHOLSTERING
Swiss Craftsmanship Since 1950

98 5th Ave. * (650) 365-5027 ¢ Redwood City

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Flagstone, Boulders, Wall Rock, Decomposed Granite,
Decorative Gravel & Pebbles, Redi Mix Concrete, Sand,
Custom Soil Mixes, Lightweight Roof Top Mixes,

Diestel Structured Compost, Grover’s Finished Compost,
Nursery MigsRotting Mix, Organic Essential Soil,

Mulches, Actively A'_sr'ated Cempost Tea, Organic Fertilizers
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t www.lyngsogardeh.com
650.364.1730

19 Seaport Boulevard
Redwood City
Mon -Sat: 7to 5

Sun: 8to 4 GARDEN MATERIALES, INC.

Call for information about our FREE “How To Clinics”
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Coming in October 2009:
A Resource Guide for
Seniors & Their Families
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Making history, a page at a time

ave you ever driven down an oddly named street

and thought to yourself, “How’d they come up

with that name?” Or walked past a utilitarian
ranch-style house incongruously tucked behind an opu-
lent brick gate more suited to an English manor and won-
dered, what gives?

California may not be dotted with Civil War battlefields
or houses where George
Washington slept, but even
our local landscape is full of
remnants of earlier times,
with stories that could easily
fade away with the passing of the years.

It falls to a hardworking handful of volunteers to track
down these tales, documenting and preserving our shared
history. Local history committees collect and painstaking-
ly catalog old photos, newspaper clippings and first-hand
accounts of great deeds, eyebrow-raising scandals, or just
everyday life.

With the arrival of a weighty new book tracing 200 years
of Atherton’s history, we are reminded of the great com-
munal benefit derived from the work of a dedicated few.
The book is a treasury of nearly forgotten titans, early set-
tlers and imaginative innovators, of playboys and immi-
grants, of civic-minded philanthropists and the frivolous
rich. It lets us peek behind the curtain of modern life and

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

uncover surprising insights into how the town came to be,
and the people who shaped it.

Portola Valley town historian Nancy Lund and Menlo
Park author Pamela Gullard devoted the past six years
to “Under the Oaks: Two Hundred Years in Atherton,” a
mighty undertaking with little chance of great monetary
reward. It’s not the first such labor of love by the duo, who
have also written books chronicling the histories of Por-
tola Valley and Palo Alto.

While official archives and local history museums are
invaluable assets to the creation of such books, it would be
impossible without the participation of generous people
who lend out cherished old family pictures, scrapbooks or
diaries to fill in the gaps of our shared history.

It is thanks to long-time residents who acquiesce to
be interviewed about the old days, and descendents like
Atherton resident Earl Douglass, who willingly supplied
an unpublished memoir of his famous grandfather, the
inventor Leon Douglass. They are the people who know
why there are so many streets named Selby in town, and
that Atherton was named not for author Gertrude Ather-
ton but for her father-in-law, because the name of Fair
Oaks was already taken. They know that sprawling sum-
mer estates inevitably give way to subdivisions. And they
know that by giving us an understanding of the past, we
may better imagine our future.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Health care reform foe’s
rhetoric could backfire
Editor:

By all means grant Mark Wil-
liams a “viewpoint” column in the
Almanac (letters, Sept. 2), and per-
haps even an entire page so he can
“fill you in,” as he says, on the facts,
“fully and unemotionally,” about
the “disastrous” health care legisla-
tion. Noting his pejorative reference
to “liberals,” I suspect we’d in effect
be subjected to the out-gassing of a
certain talk-radio host and to the
often venomous rants emanating
from a certain TV channel. In so
doing he would make the case for
health care reform even more valid
to the rational among us.

Stan G. Scott
Maywood Lane, Menlo Park

Fergusson’s grand jury

Our Regional Heritage

This undated photo shows the scene at the northeast corner of Woodside and Whiskey Hill roads in the
early 1900s. Note the white barrier near the top of the present Woodside grade.

J. Volpiano Collection

rant an embarrassment

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,

Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2690, ext. 222.

Editor:

When the San Mateo County
Civil Grand Jury recently sent a
report on escalating municipal
employee costs to all 20 cities in
the county, most cities responded
positively and constructively. Not

22 m The Almanac m September 16, 2009

so in Menlo Park, where council
member Kelly Fergusson launched
into an embarrassing rant against
the grand jury at the Aug. 25
City Council meeting. (The video
recording of the meetingis available
on the city Web site, menlopark.org.

Click on “Watch Public Meetings,”
select the 8/25 meeting and fast
forward to 3 hours, 52 minutes.)
Accusing the jurors of “shoddy”
work, she claimed that the report
had been “politically driven” and
that they had “failed miserably” to

fulfill their role as watchdogs for
the public. As disturbing as Ms.
Fergusson’s outburst was, it was
also no surprise, given her refusal
to support any meaningful public

See LETTERS, next page



VIEWPOINT

By Nancy Lund

s the 20th century began,
the one-room schoolhouse
at had served the resi-

dents of Portola Valley since 1894
was overflowing. Fifty-three chil-
dren! Up from 40 in 1895.

Thus, the school board voted to
build a second one-room school
alongside the first. On January
23,1909, the voters (all men since
women didn’t have the vote)
approved a bond to appropriate
$3,500 for its construction, 20 in
favor, 1 opposed. A second vote
the following June raised the
bond to $4,000, still 20 to 1.

This new schoolhouse would
survive to allow modern-day resi-
dents to celebrate its centennial.

The board hired LeBaron
Olive, a “certified” architect, to
draw up plans and supervise
construction. His design was
Mission Revival with a twist:
using wood instead of more tra-
ditional stucco, appropriate for
a little country town in the red-
woods. The new school had no
plumbing or electricity, but it did
have a battery-operated doorbell
at the double-entry front door.
The final cost was $3,602.11.

The new building became
the primary school, and older
students attended the 1894
school next door. These two
one-room schoolhouses stood
side by side on Portola Road
from 1909 until 1950.

Portola Valley schoolhouse reflects
a generous community spirit

After World War II, the two
schoolhouses were no longer
adequate. Population in the val-
ley soared and the number of
students was rising rapidly: 24 in
1944, 62 in 1949, 149 in 1951, 230
in 1953, 464 in 1957. The 1894
school was dismantled to make
way for the first wing of the mod-
ern Portola Valley School.

Even that was insufficient. More
classrooms were necessary.

In 1954 the state granted a loan

W\ W W elo] N ii]: 10 eI Mateo County and listed

F=

_“ Nancy Lund is
town historian for

/ G Portola Valley

began. As new wings of Por-
tola Valley School rose and
accommodated the students,
the school was closed in 1957.
It still had service to render:
the first temporary Town Hall
in 1964, superintendent of
schools’ office, school board
meeting room, storeroom, and
for 15 years it was the Valley Art
Gallery, exhibition space for a
consortium of local artists.
It is an official Point of
Historical Interest in San

on the National Register of
Historic Places. Drawings
of its exteriors and blue
prints are housed in the
Library of Congress.

As it approached its
90th birthday, the Lit-
tle Red Schoolhouse was

for more construction. One of the
requirements of the loan was the
demolition of the 1909 school. A
San Mateo County official said:
“I can’t call those [rooms in the
old school] classrooms. I think
the district and the board have
a moral obligation to house the
children in a safe building.”

Perhaps with some regrets
about the loss of the 1894 school,
the board decided to put the con-
ditions of the loan to a vote. Those
1954 voters refused the loan and
saved the school, 185 to 88.

It was then that its era as
“the Little Red Schoolhouse”

showing its age. Large
parts of the foundation were
gone; the remainder could be
crumbled away with fingers.
Paint was peeling; the heat-
ing system was beyond repair.
Birds lived under the roof and
in holes in the siding.

Once again, residents displayed
their affection for the old school.
More than 400 families contrib-
uted to a fund to completely
restore it and return it to its origi-
nal white exterior. The first
Blues and Barbecue in 1997
celebrated its completion and
the community spirit that
made it possible. B
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discussion of unsustainable, long-
term public employee costs.
According to the San Mateo
County Superior Court Web site,
two types of reaction toa grand jury
action can be expected: “Malevo-
lent and unfaithful public servants
are uneasy, while honest citizens
and the conscientious public ser-
vants are reassured.” So, which
category best describes Ms. Fergus-
son’s behavior?
Frank Tucker
Politzer Drive, Menlo Park

Public discussion of
employee costs important

Editor:

The upcoming Menlo Park
employee contract negotiations
should be of interest in this era of
cost-consciousness. Kudos to the
Almanac for its editorial (Sept. 8)
advocating that the City Council
find ways to seek resident feedback
prior to its closed door sessions.

More coverage by the Alma-
nac — particularly regarding the
contents of the grand jury report
on public employee costs — would
be helpful. Most of the coverage
centered on the council’s emotional
dismissal of the report.

For those of you who want to leave
this to the council, be aware that
they recently approved increased
pension payouts, at a time when
most employees no longer have
pensions. (Even the federal govern-
ment no longer offers them). Some
of the pension cost is shared by the
employee, but what is the cost to the
taxpayer? The council also recently
approved 25 to 30 percent salary
increases for police/sergeants.

In these times, it is important
that the council make long-term,
financially responsible decisions.
And citizens need to be informed
of what is going on. I would hope
more information would be readily
available and we could have a more
open discussion of these decisions
that impact us all.

Joy Koso
Continental Drive,
Menlo Park

Lucky to have Marion
to help keep us informed

Editor:

It’s Tuesday. Sept. 1, 2009. The
Almanac arrived this morning at
The Sequoias in Portola Valley.
I always try to grab one before
they’re all gone. It’s automatic for
many of us to look quickly to see
what Marion Softky is honing in
on this week with her distinctive,
articulate style of writing.

Then we remember! Marion has
retired. Sort of. We can’t imagine
Marion not writing about some-
thing vital which interests all of
us. For years I've wondered —
how can Marion sit through so
many droning-on dragged out
council meetings, planning com-
mission meetings, trails meetings,
Architectural and Site Review
meetings and not fall asleep?

In between her excellent
reports, which she always brings
to life, Marion has written about
people. People and their places.
People and their horses and
dogs. Stories about these beau-
tiful lands we live on and try to

By Nancy Couperus

re you aware thata plan-
ning process is under
way to change the very

character of Menlo Park — a
change from the present village
character to a big-city ambi-
ence?

A zoning change is being
proposed that would enable
high-density development by
allowing three-

Proposed zoning change
threatens downtown’s
‘village’ character

sula” states: One-of-a-kind
retail businesses and service
contribute greatly to making
the (Menlo Park) downtown
unique.

The change in the building
heights, the issues associated
with the parking structures,
and the loss of the existing
plaza surface parking areas
for community activities such

as the farmers’ mar-

story buildings
in the downtown
area, and four- and
five-story buildings
along El Camino
Real.

To support this
extra density, the

opment want to

proponents  of Obviously, the devel-
high-density devel- OGP'iJIEIS(;rN opers do, but not nec-

ket would result in
a drastic change in
our friendly village
character and push it
towards the look and
feel of a big city.

Who benefits from
over-development?

essarily the residents

add more parking

capacity by constructing multi-
storied parking garages on the
existing surface parking plazas.
And, on the remaining surface
plazas they propose building
high-density mixed-use build-
ings (residential/retail, residen-
tial/office). Eliminating the
convenient open surface park-
ing, which provides easy access
to stores, will impact shoppers
and change the character of the
downtown.

Experience in other commu-
nities has shown that custom-
ers prefer the ease of surface
parking that brings them to
the front or back door of a
business. Experience has also
shown that multi-story garages
can increase walking distances
to reach desired stores and
increase traffic congestion
on the streets that provide
entrance to the structures.

The transition to more urban
high-rises will drive out small-
er independent businesses that
will be unable to afford the
high rents that will need to be
charged to pay for redeveloped
properties. Inevitably, they will
be replaced by national chains
— the only businesses that will
be able to afford the higher

rents. As “Hometown Penin-

or local businesses.

Look around at
neighboring cities — Palo
Alto and Redwood City —and
decide if you want Menlo Park
to be over-developed in the way
that these two cities have been
moving, as calls for mixed-use,
high-density residential, over-
sized buildings have been the
order of the day.

Think about the quality of
life that you as a resident now
enjoy, and imagine how over-
development in your down-
town area will affect your qual-
ity of life in the future if the
development interests prevail.

Ifyoutooareconcerned about
this potential drastic change to
the character of Menlo Park,
please visit the Web site www.
preserveMPdowntown.org to
see what you can do about
staying informed and making
your voice heard.

And, if you can, attend the
final community workshop on
Thursday, Sept. 17, 6:30 to 10
p-m., at 700B Santa Cruz Ave.
(enter from rear parking plaza,
behind Ace Hardware). B

Nancy Couperus is a down-
town property owner and a
founder of the Menlo Park
Farmers’ Market.

care for. Tales of the plight of
developers who try to put too
much onto too little open space.
And best of all, reports on the
success of those who try to pre-
serve our open spaces — POST,
the MidPeninsula Regional
Open Space District, the Com-
mittee for Green Foothills, and
if I've left out an open space

organization, please forgive.
How lucky we are here in this
region. Best of all, our thanks to
Marion Softky, who has, for so
many years, kept us aware of and
thankful for our heritage with
her wonderful readable style of
writing.
Trish Hooper
Portola Road, Portola Valley
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“How to Sell Your Home”
A FREE SEMINAR

The local real estate market is changing. Come learn how to be a successful

seller in the current market from one of the Bay Area’s top Realtors.

¢ Current market conditions

Saturday, September 19, 2009

Choosing the best time to sell

Register online at

* Preparing your home for sale 9:45 am - 12:00 pm
w.tomlemieux.com * Pricing your home for top dollar Stanford Park Hotel
or call 650.329.6645! » Finding your buyer 100 El Camino Real, Menlo Park

JUST LISTED

361 Ridgeway Road, Woodside

4-bedroom, 3-bath, and 2 half-bath home
Spacious floor plan of approx. 4,135 sq. ft.

Dramatic living room with high, vaulted
ceiling and fireplace

Sky-lit kitchen with granite countertops and
top-of-the-line appliances

Grounds featuring a deck, pergola-covered
dining area, pool, spa, and dog run

OFFERED AT $2,995,000

37 De Bell Drive, Atherton

Newly constructed 5-bedroom, 5.5-bath home plus full guest house 5-bedroom, 5-bath home with approx. 4,190 square feet of
features gorgeous hardwood floors, a customized wine cellar, and a living space, hardwood floors, and grounds including level lawn
beautifully landscaped lot; access to excellent Menlo Park schools and a pool; access to top-rated Menlo Park schools

OFrrERED AT $5,795,000 OFrFERED AT $3,350,000

ToM 650 329 6645 Coldwell Banker
LEMIEUX tlemieux@cbnorcal.com #1 Agent Team, SF Peninsula 2008
resoctares tomlemieux.com #7 Nationally PREVIEWS
DRE# 01066910 Ui

24 m The Almanac m September 16, 2009



