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CREATING
A HAPPY BODY

WO00DSIDE COUPLE STRESSES INNER AND
OUTER FITNESS WITH HAPPY BODY PROGRAM

SEE SECTION 2




How’s This For Going Green?
12-month
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* Minimum deposit $100,000
* Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal

— The Bay Area’s Newest Community Bank i
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Because “Trust” Is Our Middle Name

THE ART OF CRAFTING DELI MEATS

WHOLE CUTS v. GLUED TOGETHER PIECES

There are two ways to create deli meats: The Kingsley way, and every other way.

Kingsley only uses whole breast turkey, ham and top-round beef. We believe in K I N G S L E Y
slow-roasting, hand-rubbed herbs and spices, and we only use whole cuts of meat,

never bits and pieces glued together. With Kingsley, it is just the meat.

www.KingsleyDeliArts.com.

AVAILABLE AT DRAEGER'S MARKET AND OTHER FINE SPECIALTY STORES. ASK FOR A SAMPLE.

© 2009 Kingsley Deli Arts
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Inside

This week’s news, features and community events.

Christmas ballet

information or to purchase tickets, go to TwasTheNight.org.

FIRST SHOT

Photo by Terry Blaine

Shannon Broderick, left, and Nicole Wein of the Menlo Park Academy of Dance perform in the “Twas the
Night Before Christmas” ballet on the Woodside High School performing arts center stage last year. The
ballet will be performed again this year by the Dancers Repertory Theatre and the Menlo Park Academy
of Dance on Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 12 and 13, at the Woodside High School performing arts center
at Churchill Avenue and Woodside Road. Performances are at 4 and 7 p.m. Saturday and 1:30 and 4
p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $20 for general admission and $12 for seniors and children under 12. For more
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The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70,
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center
525 Chesapeake Drive « Redwood City

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:
800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com
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Now open for lunch Sun. - Fri.
Dinner 7 days a week

Menlo Park

1001 El1 Camino Real
324-3486
Pizzza-2-Go

989 El Camino Real
328-1556

Los Altos

227 First St.
941-9222 )

Sacred Heart Schools
Where scholarship and values matter

ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL

OF THE SACRED HEART:
Preschool through 8th Grade

SACRED HEART

PREPARATORY
Grades 9 through 12

m Rigorous and challenging
academic program

m Coeducational

m Complete athletic, fine arts
and community service
programs

m Beautiful 64 acre campus

150 Valparaiso Avenue
Atherton, CA 94027
www.shschools.org
650.322.1866

Sacred Heart Schools are Roman Catholic, independent schools
founded by the Religious of the Sacred Heart in 1898
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Main Entree
Free Range Diestel Ranch Turkeys

The Diestel turkeys are pre-roasted and will need approximately 2 hours fo re-heat af

Conventional 300 degrees in your oven.
L =2 Small 10-12 Ibs. Large 16-18 lbs.
BANANAS h serves 8 10 10 people........ $ 50.00  serves 1410 16 people ... $ 60.00
Tender C amp agne Prime Rib
BI.UE I. AKE BE ANS Chartron-Taillet “Sainte-Anne” Seasoned and roasted fo medium rare.
NV Whole serves upproximutel; Half serves approximately
16-20 people.............. 185.00 1012 people............... 100.00
Best for baking or mashin Reg. $43.99 Sale $ 38.99 )
RUSSET POTATOES ¢ Sl Siced
& M Barnaut “Grande Reserve’, Baked with a honey mustard glaze. Serves 8-10 people..................... $ 60.00
Grand Cru Sides
Reg. $4799 Sale $ 42 99 tradisional Stuffing Onion Sage vayc
Robert’s Homemade! Mushrooms, onion, celery, With red wine, caramelize
water chestnuts and sage onion and sage
M E AT Pierre Peters Blanc de Blancs, $10 75q1 .................. $5-50|)| $12.00qi ....................... $6.25pt
Grand Cur Cornbread Stuffing Green Bean Almandine
4 4 Dried cranberries, Sauteed sﬁu"ots, butter and almonds
98 Reg. $4999 Sale 99 $Q"‘°'S and green onion $11.75¢t oo $6.00
—I ) 10.75¢ ... 85505 e
Jacquesson Cuvee #733, Mashed Potatoes Bake with cheese garlic and cream

Brut N/V

Fresh potatoes whipped

with cream, and butter

Serves 12-14........... $29 00per tray

Reg. 56199 sale $54.99 $12.00g........... $6.25y  Eresh Cranberry Sauce
VEAL STEW N5 ) 4_ Ib ft’omm Mushroom Gravy coo?(:dc;?i?h ﬁrﬂﬁi?ﬁ'mnge
N, Soutiran Rose’, Grand Cmf$ 50.99 Véﬁh ?J]rk;;egmm;se e g9fl0l;ﬂth3k --------- $4.75n
RN 4 Reg. $67.99 Sale . 12.004.................. 25pt G004 Barih bagery
RN Pumpkin Pie
BEEF SHORT RIBS ‘Q, € " L T
{ Soutiran “Perle Noire’, ;e} 30(0 ) $6 25 Gianna’s Bak
g S Brut Grand Cru 00q................ .25t Apple, Cherry, 4 Berry,
BONELESS TURKEY BREAST *!&; k| | B e e

On Sale

GROCERY

IMAGINE ORGANIC FREE
RANGE CHICKEN BROTH

LDnadine

STy

FREE RANGE
CHICKEN
\ Bno’n-l

L’

a7, 320z. — Also Vegetable — Low Sodium

FLORIDA’S NATURAL HOMESTYLE ORANGE JUICE $2ﬂ

640z. — Also Calcium

STOUFFER’S VEGETABLE LASAGNA
100z. — Also Lasagna with Meat Sauce 5 ] ﬂ

LU PETIT ECOLIER DARK CHOCOLATE BISCUITS 522_9

50z. — Also Milk Chocolate
559

CUP NOODLES CHICKEN
20z. - Also Beef — Chicken Vegetable
5999

;QIINSDEX ORIGINAL GLASS CLEANER
oz. Spray
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8" pies serve 8 people ..... $16.59eu

ROBERTS HARDWARE & TACK

3044 Woodside Road  851-1084
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

DIGITAL CLOCK RADIO
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Don’t let meter maid
steal Christmas

If grandma comes to visit
this holiday season, don’t
let her park on Menlo Park
streets without a permit.

The city has traditionally
refrained from enforcing its
overnight parking ban for a
two-week period at the end
of the year, but that’s not the
case any more, according
to the police department.
Meter maids will be out
in the early morning writ-
ing up tickets, regardless
of whether you’ve been
naughty or nice. There’s
nothing like an unexpected
ticket to puta damper on an
otherwise jolly holiday.

Visit menloparkpolice.
org/parking to buy permits,
or call the police depart-
ment at 330-6300.

Just like old times

Round Table Pizza is going
to party like it’s 1959. To cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary
of the opening of the first
Round Table Pizza, which
happened right here in Men-
lo Park, large cheese and pep-
peroni pizzas will be on sale
at 1959 prices — $2.26.

The special throw-back
prices are only good for one
day, Monday, Dec. 21, at the
Menlo Park and Palo Alto
locations. Only one pizza
per person, and the price
applies only to dine-in and
carry-out pies, not those
that are delivered.

“This is our way of cel-
ebrating the pizza and the
people that have made
Round Table a family and
community gathering place
for 50 years,” said Bob Lar-
son, son of Round Table
founder Bill Larson, and the
owner of the Menlo Park
and Palo Alto Round Table
Pizza restaurants.

Holiday lights go LED

If the strands of lights on
trees in downtown Menlo
Park seem especiallylustrous
this season, that doesn’t nec-
essarily mean you've been
overcome by the holiday
spirit. More likely it’s due to
the efforts of the Chamber of
Commerce, whose members
have covered over 30 trees
with festive strands com-
posed of miniature light-
emitting diodes (LEDs).

Local News

MENLO PARK

ATHERTON

Anthony Rose not
at fault in death of
bicyclist, jury finds

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer L

nthony Rose, a for-
mer superinten- |5
dent of the Portola

Valley School District,
was not at fault when
his car struck and killed
bicyclist Rodney Smith in
a May 2007 accident on Sand Hill
Road, a San Mateo County jury
decided Dec. 1.

Mr. Smith was a resident of
Portola Valley and the former
chief executive of San Jose-based
Altera Corp.

His widow, Mary Smith, filed
a wrongful death lawsuit against
Mr. Rose, a resident of Woodside,

New contract
with city has
salary freeze

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

ollowing calls by residents
Ffor Menlo Park employees

to share in the city’s finan-
cial burden, the city has struck a
deal with the union that repre-
sents 33 city supervisors aimed
at doing just that.

The agreement calls for a two-
year salary freeze, and for mid-
dle-management employees to
share in unanticipated increased
costs to the city of pensions and
health care benefits.

While it does not scale back
retirement benefits that the city
acknowledges are unsustainable
in the long run, it includes con-
cessions that City Manager Glen
Rojas said were unprecedented.

“This is the first time where (the
union) actually took back some-
thing without having to get some-
thing in return,” Mr. Rojas said in
an interview. “It’s a big step.”

“Balancing our appreciation
of the work (managers) do with
the budget realities was really the
task before us in these negotia-
tions,” said Councilwoman Kelly
Fergusson. “The employees really
stepped up and showed some
leadership in the negotiations.”

The city’s middle managers

Rodney Smith

seeking $7 million to $8
million in damages.

The jury, which delib-
erated 10 hours following
a 10-day trial, voted 9-3
to reject her claim.

The key issue was
whether Mr. Smith, 67,
turned his eastbound
bike into the path of
Mr. Rose’s eastbound car, or
whether Mr. Rose, 87, turned his
car into the bike lane and struck
Mr. Smith.

Making a case

The accident damaged the front
fork of Mr. Smith’s bike, and left
his left leg slightly injured, said
Mr. Rose’s attorney, Kevin Chola-

WooDsIDE |

PoRTOLA VALLEY

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Anthony Rose is a former superintendent of the Portola Valley School
District. In this 2006 photo, he speaks to a gathering at the Portola

Valley Town Center.

kian of Cholakian & Associates in
South San Francisco.

Such evidence, and the habits
of typical drivers, supports the
notion that Mr. Smith turned
his bike into the path of Mr.
Rose’s car, Mr. Cholakian told
The Almanac.

A typical lane change requires
a 1-degree to 2-degree turn of
the steering wheel, he said. The
accident reconstruction showed
that Mr. Rose would have had
to make something like a 15-de-

See VERDICT, page 8

Holiday concert

April McNeely rehearses the Menlo Park Chorus for a holiday concert at the Menlo-Atherton High School
performing arts center at 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 11. For more information on this and other holiday
events, see pages 12 and 23; or go to TheAlmanacOnline.com.

Photo by Jeff Hurn

make an average of $120,860
per year in salary and benefits,
according to Personnel Direc-
tor Glen Kramer. Menlo Park’s
costs would be “essentially flat”
over the two-year period, with
slight increases in health care
costs, and some employees mov-
ing to a higher salary echelon.
Under the contract, if the city’s

scheduled payments to the state
pension fund increase above the
rate currently projected in 2011,
management employees would
match the city’s contribution
over that threshold rate.

The union has also agreed to
pay half of any health premium
cost increase in 2011, up to a
specified cap.

That could mean that man-
agement employees will help
to share the burden of rising
costs to the city. It could also
mean that their contributions
to retirement and medical funds
won’t change at all.

“I think it was a reasonable

See CONTRACT, page 8
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We Sack It For You

Each weekend in December all of our mulches and
composts are offered pre sacked at the same price as
you would pay to bag it yourself.

Mini Mulch Fir Bark $3.00 Arbor Mulch $2.00

Small Fir Bark $3.00 Vermigreen Compost $3.00

Ground Redwood Bark $2.00 Garden Compost $2.00

Mocha Chips $2.49 Diestel Structured compost $4.00

www.lyngsogarden.com
650.364.1730

LYNGS®

GARDEN MATERIALS, INC.

19 Seaport Boulevard
Redwood City
Mon-Sat: 7 to 5, Sun: 8 to 4

Stanford Continuing Studies

Liberal Arts & Sciences ® Creative Writing ® Professional & Personal Development

Highlighted Winter Courses:

The Obama Presidency: One Year In

Coping with Climate Change

How to Save Your Aging Brain

Seven Wonders of the Ancient World

The History and Geography of Current Global Events
Solar Energy: A Love Story

Edgar Allan Poe

Cracking the Academy Awards

Enjoying and Understanding Classical Music
Languages of the World

Can Poetry Save the Earth?

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development.
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

Winter Registration Now Open. Register Today!

£) STANFORD e8t .
continuingstudies.stanford.edu

<=/ CONTINUING STUDIES
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Local towns top scales
for consumption of
residential energy

Energy efficiency is often
about numbers. Here are some
that the Town Council of Por-
tola Valley will consider at its
Wednesday, Dec. 9, meeting in
the Historic Schoolhouse.

B Portola Valley ranks sev-
enth of the 10 communities with
the largest residential consump-
tion of energy per household
in the service area of Pacific
Gas & Electric Corp., accord-
ing to Acterra, the Palo Alto-
based environmental nonprofit.
(Holding down first and second
place are Atherton and Wood-
side, respectively.)

B Portola Valley is eligible for
$25,000 in state grant money
for residential energy audits,
enough to evaluate 150 homes.
(This program also will evaluate
240 homes in Atherton and 180
in Woodside.)

B Audited homes tend to
reduce electricity use by 20 per-
cent and natural gas use by 10
percent. If all 150 homes were
audited, Portola Valley could

B PORTOLA VALLEY

reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 184 metric tons.

The council will consider a
resolution that would include
authorizing Acterra to publicize
and arrange the energy audits.

Field fee hike

The council will also hold a
public hearing on a proposal to
increase fees for the use of ath-
letic fields. The increase would
raise a total of $65,900 in 2010,
up 62 percent from the $40,650
raised in 2009.

The proposal for 2010 would
raise $84,300, still short of the
council’s goal of having those
who use the fields pay about half
the $168,600 cost to maintain
two ball fields and two soccer
pitches.

A staff report included a 25
percent fee increase for 2011, but
the council chose to consider
that at a future meeting.

Baykeeper sues West Bay
Sanitary over sewage spills

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

n environmental watch-
Adog group has filed a

lawsuit against the West
Bay Sanitary District and two
Peninsula cities over violations
of clean water laws. San Fran-
cisco Baykeeper, in a lawsuit filed
Dec. 2 in U.S. District Court,
contends that thousands of gal-
lons of sewage overspills reached
the San Francisco Bay over the
past five years.

The Menlo Park-based West
Bay Sanitary District has a rate
of spills that’s twice as high as
the California average, said Deb
Self, the executive director of
Baykeeper.

San Carlos and Millbrae were
also named in the lawsuit.

Vivian Housen, the interim
director of the West Bay Sanitary
District, said the problem is not
as bad as the lawsuit purports,
and that the district is “working
proactively” to improve its aging
network of pipes.

Baykeeper relies on a city’s
or district’s own mandatory
reporting of sewage overflows,
usually caused by blockages or
failed pipes, to compile evidence
for its lawsuits.

“Particularly with the rain,

it hits a clog — tree roots or
diapers — and it backs up the
drain, into the streets and into
the Bay,” said Ms. Self.

The organization goes after
the worst offenders, filing suit
in order to force better mainte-
nance and upgrades to the sewer
system, she told The Almanac.

Ms. Housen said that the
information in Baykeeper’s com-
plaint isn’t entirely accurate.

“We've found quite a few
errors,” she said.

As for West Bay having twice
the average rate of spills, Ms.
Housen said she’s worked for a
number of districts throughout
California and that reporting
standards are not as rigorous
elsewhere.

However, she acknowledged
that West Bay’s clay pipes are
subject to failure, especially
from tree root intrusions. The
district has set up a meeting
with Baykeeper to discuss its
plans to make about $3 million
a year in capital improvements.

“Many of the pipes are over 100
years old, and there’s an acceler-
ated program to replace them
over the next five to 10 years,”
said Ms. Housen. “The district
was taking action proactively
before they filed the lawsuit.”



By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

new Wednesday morning
Aroutine has settled in at

Portola Valley Hardware
at the corner of Alpine and Por-
tola roads: the absence behind
the register of former store own-
er Helen “Tommy” Simpson.

Though Ms. Simpson, 92, had
sold the store long ago, she’d
been working part-time for a
few hours a week until recently.
She died Nov. 25 surrounded
by family, friends and her four
cats at the family home of more
than 50 years on Grove Court,
relatives said.

Councilman Richard Merk,
who went on to become a
general contractor, worked for
Ms. Simpson during the first
half of 1960s, when inventories
were counted by hand, and if
a customer wanted a piece of
pipe threaded, it was done at the
store.

“Tommy was just this won-
derful person,” he told The
Almanac. She ran the store,
while her husband Bob had a
full-time job. The store had
been an investment should their
kids find it interesting, her son
Jim Simpson said.

A woman in a pre-feminist era
running a hardware store? “You
wouldn’t expect this woman to
answer questions about plumb-
ing or electrical stuff, but she
really knew the answers,” Mr.
Merk said.

For a time, Mr. Merk said, he
and an elderly man named Mr.
Johnson were the only employ-
ees. Mr. Johnson would propose
a rearrangement of the store’s
interior, Ms. Simpson would
agree, and the three of them,
after hours, would shove display
units around, Mr. Merk said.

Sometimes, a break was called
for. “It’s a hard life, running a
retail store. Youre married to
that store,” Mr. Merk said. “She
was not above having a drink
once in a while.”

Ms. Simpson kept a bottle of
vodka in the refrigerator, Mr.
Merk said, and on occasion she
would call out, “Would any-
body like a drink?” Mr. Johnson
obliged, as did Mr. Merk —
after he turned 21, he said.

“I enjoyed working there,” he
said. “I loved working there. It
was fun to figure out peoples’
problems. She trusted you to
do your job. She told you what
needed to be done and pretty
much would leave you alone.”

The vodka “wouldn’t sur-
prise me,” said her son Chris
Simpson, who though unaware
of it at the time, noted that his
mother liked to have a glass of
wine with dinner.

Portola Valley 1

PEOPLE

Ms. Simpson stayed involved
with the store over the years
because “she just loved the
people” she encountered there,
town historian Nancy Lund said
in an interview. Fighting back
tears, she added: “She loved
her house, she loved the town,
she loved the people who live
here.”

Sweetness for two

Helen grew up in Pennsyl-
vania and graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in sociology
from the University of Wiscon-
sin, relatives said. She learned
horsemanship at the Ogontz
Summer Camp, a retreat known
for educating the whole girl.

She married Bob Simpson,
moved to Portola Valley in 1954
and raised four sons. Her hus-
band died in 2000.

Her sons would swim in the
creek behind the house, on
their own recognizance, her son
Jim said. “She was a very inde-
pendent lady,” he said. “That’s
probably one of the things that
she instilled in all of us, is inde-
pendence.”

Ms. Simpson also assisted
Portola Valley dentist Dr. Bob
Conlon part-time in his front
office.

“She had enough sweetness
for two people,” despite raising
four boys, Dr. Conlon said. Of
his assistants, “she was unflap-
pable ... and the most punctual,
dependable — T’ve already said
‘sweetest’ — and responsible.”

Ms. Simpson enjoyed a pas-
sion for the well-being of wild
animals, and visited the Gala-
pagos Islands, parts of South
America, the American North-
west, and India and Nepal, rela-
tives said.

“She would not invite but
inveigle skunks and raccoons
into her house to feed them,”
along with pet dogs, cats,
and feral cats that wandered
through, Dr. Conlon said.

After advanced age inhibited
travel, she involved herself with
animal rights groups, including

Photo by Virginia Bacon

0ses an icon
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Tommy

| Simpson, who
could be found
most Wednesday
mornings behind
the register

at the Portola
Valley Hardware
store, died Nov.
25 at her Grove
Court home.
She was 92
years old.

Pets in Need.

Ms. Simpson is survived by
her sons, John of Gold Hill, Ore-
gon; Peter of Union City; Jim of
Auburn; and Chris of Redwood
City; 13 grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren. A memo-
rial is set for Saturday, Jan. 23,
at 1 p.m.tat the Town Center
at 765 Portola Road in Portola
Valley.

The family requests that dona-
tions be made to the Morris
Animal Foundation, Pets in
Need, the World Wildlife Fund
or another animal rights orga-
nization. &

REAL ESTATE Q&A

by Monica Corman

Short Sales

|

Q: I am interested in making an
offer on a property that if accepted,
will give the seller less than the
amount owed to the lender; or, be
what is called a “short sale”. Would
you advise me to become involved
in a short sale property?

A:  There are more and more proper-
ties like the one you described com-
ing on the market. Some are very
good properties and it would be a
shame to miss out on the opportunity
to buy one of them simply because
it is a short sale. But you need to be
aware of the fact that you may wait
for weeks before you know whether
the lender and the seller have been
able to work out an agreement. This

negotiation is out of your control and
you will need to be patient if you want
to complete the transaction. If you
are getting a loan for the property you
will have to be sure that you keep your
loan approval current because you
may exceed the time limit of any loan
commitment.

If you are a seller in a short sale,
you should be aware that the lender
may want you to bring in additional
cash to close the transaction, or the
lender may want to put a lien on other
assets to make up for the shortfall.
You should look carefully at whatever
terms the lender offers and consult an
attorney to assist in the negotiation.

For answers to any questions you

may have on real estate, you may

e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

Online.
Anyplace.

Anytime.

AlmanacNews.com

wellnesstudio

MLLAGE[DOCTOR

e b el

Pilates | Yoga | Contour | Class or Private | Acupuncture
Massage Therapy | Nutrition Counseling | Physical Therapy

Truly Integrative Wellness in Woodside
2920 Woodside Rd. Woodside, CA 94062 (650) 851.4747
Learn More and Sign Up for Classes at www.WellnessStudio.com
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Contract has salary freeze

CONTRACT

continued from page 5

compromise in that the city did get
some significant concessions from
the union, yet at the same time,
mostly those concessions provide
for a sharing of the pain if things
get a lot worse,” said Councilman
John Boyle. “And that’s probably

council would seriously consider
trying to scale back retirement
benefits for all new employees
in future negotiations.

Former council member Mickie
Winkler, who has pressed the city
to address rising employee costs,
congratulated the city and the
union on the agreement. Though
she still has questions about the

appropriate. The contract’s details,
realityis that the S ———————  he said she was
city is in decent Tl . “delighted”
s}}ape right now. This is the fir SI.U me that the city fol-
It’s not time to where (the umon) lowed several
panic.” recommenda-

Of all the actualIy took back tions related

council mem-
bers, Mr. Boyle
has  perhaps
lobbied hard-
est for the city
to address its
employee costs.
He called the agreement a step in
the right direction, but said the
city would have to do more in the
long-term to address the issue.

“The council’s thinking was
that at some point, we want to
get (to long-term sustainability),
but we want to take care of the
direct impacts now,” said Mr.
Rojas, the city manager. “They
were looking at things that
could save us money today, and
in the next few years.”

The contract does include one
long-term cost-cutting mea-
sure: a reduction of medical
retirement benefits by $100 per
month for all new management
employees. Mr. Rojas said the

something without having to
to get something in
return. It’s a big step.’

CiTY MANAGER GLEN ROJAS

employee
costs in a San
Mateo County
Civil Grand
Jury report Ms.
Winkler co-au-
thored.

At its meeting Tuesday, Dec. 15,
the council could formally ratify
the tentative agreement it already
approved in closed session.

The city is still negotiating
with Service Employees Interna-
tional, the union that represents
its non-management and non-
police staff. Both unions have
been without a contract since
late October.

“The big thing is going to be
when the SEIU contract gets nego-
tiated,” Ms. Winkler said. “If this is
a harbinger, that’s not bad.”

Go to tinyurl.com/y9kgx5f to
view the contract. The city
released it a week before it would
normally do so. B

VERDICT

continued from page 5

gree right turn into the bike lane
to produce the same damage
and injuries, the attorney said.

At Mr. Rose’s reported speed
of 35 mph, he added, such a turn
would have driven the car into the
embankment in less than a second.
The police report did not have Mr.
Rose hitting the embankment.

Mr. Rose had also recently
passed written and behind-the-
wheel tests of his driving, Mr.
Cholakian said.

Both men had bad vision in
their left eyes, Mr. Cholakian
said, and Mr. Smith would thus
have been at a disadvantage in
looking over his left shoulder.

The California Highway
Patrol, which investigated the
accident, did not charge Mr.
Rose with wrongdoing.

Superior Court Judge Carol
Mittlesteadt, one of two “com-
plex litigation” judges in the
county system, presided over the
trial, held in San Mateo.

The fight may not be over.

“We’re obviously disappointed

with the decision and we retain
our right to appeal,” said Ms.
Smith’s attorney, John Kris-
tensen of O’Reilly Collins in San
Mateo. “It was a close decision.
It was a tough case.”

An appeal would focus on
whether it was appropriate for
the judge to admit evidence as to
whether Mr. Smith had a habit
of turning his bike around near
where the accident occurred,
Mr. Kristensen said.

Ms. Smith had told a California
Highway Patrol officer that, when
riding as a couple, they often did
turn near the site of accident,
according to the police report.

The trial unfolded in a court-
room designed to accommodate
technical presentations. This
case revolved around the spe-
cific damage to the car and bike,
Mr. Cholakian said. His defense
included a reconstruction of the
accident using the identical car
and bicycle.

The defense offered to settle
before the trial, but Ms. Smith
refused, said Mr. Cholakian, who
will seek to recover the costs of
hiring expert witnesses. The costs
“are dramatic,” he said. @
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Yolanda Patterson sits for a portrait in her Ladera home. She’s wearing a Simone de Beauvoir T-shirt given
to her by a friend.

Speaking of Simone de Beauvoir

Local scholar presents program on life, work and ideas
of French author and philosopher

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

hen Yolanda Astarita Patterson was an
Wundergrad at Smith College majoring in

French, there wasn’t much debate over
who should occupy the pedestals erected in the
world of letters. It was the 1950s, and the authors
she read were men.

“I'don’t thinkIread anything by a woman,” she says
during a recent interview in her Ladera home, where
she and her husband, Guy, have lived for 48 years.

But the world opened up for her, outside the
classroom, when someone she knew asked her,
“Have you heard of ‘The Mandarins’?”

More than 50 years later, she recalls how that
novel introduced her to an author who would
be a major focus of her academic and creative
life through the decades. Progressing from “The
Mandarins” to the autobiographies and beyond —
reading all the works in the original French — Ms.
Patterson says that, reading Ms. Beauvoir’s works
as a young adult learning about the world, “T felt
that she was talking to me.”

She ultimately interviewed the prolific French
writer, philosopher and women’s advocate twice
before her death in 1986, and published a book
on Ms. Beauvoir’s depictions of motherhood in
her novels and nonfiction works.

Today, Ms. Patterson is president of the Interna-
tional Simone de Beauvoir Society, which she co-
founded with two other scholars. She also is editor
of the society’s annual journal and its newsletter,
and presents lectures on the influential writer here
and abroad.

On Tuesday, Dec. 8, Ms. Patterson will give
a presentation on Simone de Beauvoir at Little
House Activity Center in Menlo Park as part of
the center’s Tuesday Tea series. The lecture is set
for 2 to 3 p.m.

Winner of the French literary award Prix Gon-
courtin 1954 for “The Mandarins,” Ms. Beauvoir
is perhaps best known for “The Second Sex,” a

groundbreaking work of feminist literature.

Ms. Beauvoir also wrote a book addressing the
process and problems of aging, translated into
English as “The Coming of Age.” Ms. Patterson
said her presentation will include reflections on
that book, as well as an overview of Ms. Beau-
voir’s contributions to philosophy and literature,
and her influence on the lives of women today in
Western society.

A devoted “Beauvoirian”

Ms. Patterson was a professor of French lan-
guage, French literature, and women’s studies at
California State University, Hayward/East Bay
before retiring in 2006. While there, she also
taught courses in Spanish and Latin.

After earning her undergraduate degree from
Smith, she attended graduate school at Stanford
University, where she wrote her master’s disser-
tation on Simone de Beauvoir. Next up was her
doctoral dissertation on author Albert Camus and
existentialist philosopher and writer Jean-Paul Sar-
tre, with whom Ms. Beauvoir had a decades-long
relationship. Although the two never married, their
relationship lasted until he died in 1980.

Ms. Patterson interviewed Ms. Beauvoir for the
first time in 1978, in Paris. After the local profes-
sor co-founded the Beauvoir society in 1981, the
two women “had quite a correspondence.”

In 1985, Ms. Patterson was nominated for the
Outstanding Professor of the Year award at Cal
State Hayward. University administrators were
likely to have been more than a bit surprised to
receive a letter of support for the nomination from
Ms. Beauvoir.

While in Paris in September 1985, Ms. Patterson
visited Ms. Beauvoir a second time, encouraged by
the ailing author’s sister, Helene, an artist the Pat-
tersons had become friends with. It was an encoun-
ter that, in hindsight, Ms. Patterson was especially
grateful to have had: Ms. Beauvoir died the following

See BEAUVOIR, page 13
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New mayor stresses balanced approach

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

before, Rich Cline is pretty

easy to spot during Menlo
Park City Council meetings. He’s
the one with his hands folded
over his stomach, leaning back
in his chair and admiring the
ceiling panels as his colleagues
meander toward a point.

“Impatience is a problem
for me,” he says. “I think, let’s
shorten this; cut the number of
words down, get to your point.
You've had your time, you've
done your research; come in
prepared, and make your state-
ment. ... I get frustrated when I
don’t know where (the speeches)
are going.”

Mr. Cline speaks directly in
both public meetings and inter-
views; from time to time, his
honestly expressed opinions and
frustrations get him into trouble.

So it’s a bit puzzling that he
has also earned a reputation for
being wishy-washy, afraid to take
a stand. His refusal to vote to
put the brakes on the downtown
planning process or the massive
office/hotel project proposed by
developer David Bohannon has
cost him the support of some of
the people who backed his cam-
paign in 2006, he said.

But “since that election, I
haven’t changed, I swear to you,”
he said in an interview, a week
before he was sworn in as the
city’s new mayor on Dec. 1. “I
ran, not because I was against
bigger buildings, but because
the process had become too
politicized. ... T have a nice job,
a good family — I'm not doing
this to stroke my ego. 'm doing it
because I feel that people should
have the proper representation.”

The council is set to make
decisions during Mr. Cline’s
term on what would be one of
the largest single land develop-
ment projects in the city’s his-
tory, and on a project to develop
what the city bills as a 30-year
plan for the downtown area.
Council members have been
lobbied hard on both items by
members of their political base,
in public and in private.

Mr. Cline, however, says he
doesn’t plan to change his
approach as he steers the council
through those decisions. As he
has said over and over again,
to anyone who will listen, he
is committed to a transparent
public process, rather than a
specific ideology.

“If youre going through a
process and trying to do your

If you haven’t seen him

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
New Menlo Park mayor, Rich
Cline, is poised to steer the
council through contentious land-
use debates with perspective and
an ear for dissenters.

best to stick to the feedback and
data that you get, there are going
to be some inconsistencies” in
the council’s actions, he said.
“If youre doing it right, there
should be a different outcome”
from decision to decision.

While the mayor has no exec-
utive authority, Mr. Cline will
be the public face of the council
during a crucial period.

From his vantage in the thick
of Menlo Park’s ever-tumultu-
ous political scene, he stress-
es that it’s important to try
to understand where peoples’
strongly held opinions come
from, and to steer the conversa-
tion onto common ground. In a
speech during the Dec. 1 meet-
ing, he stressed his respect for
Menlo Park’s history, couching
the council’s current efforts as
a continuation of past policies,
rather than a redirection.

Mr. Cline comes across as a
“moderate” voice on the council,
though he tends to vote in lock-
step with Heyward Robinson
and Kelly Fergusson. Asked if
he had ever found himself in
the minority on a vote during
his three years on the dais, he
thought for a moment before
coming up with two instances:
the city’s decision to commit
itself to allowing for a specified
number of new housing units,
and a housing development proj-
ect on Willow Road, which Mr.
Cline thought was too dense.

“Does that mean I'm soft?”
he mused, before eventually
concluding: “What I don’t do
is take liberties in my votes. ... I
don’t believe in abstaining.”

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Still, his conciliatory approach
could influence the tone of
meetings that have occasionally
grown cantankerous. While Mr.
Robinson once cautioned resi-
dents not to heed “naysayers and
critics,” Mr. Cline welcomes and
even encourages dissent.

He credits his approach as a
politician to his background as
a journalist. He worked for sev-
eral Bay Area newspapers before
founding a public relations
company, Voce Communica-
tions (pronounced voe-che). His
stepfather worked as a reporter
and a journalism professor.

“As a newspaper reporter, the
first thing you learn to do is to take
your opinions, and stuff them in
your pocket,” he said. “T admire
journalists, and politicians who
actlike journalists. There are fewer
every day, but those are the people
I’'m guided by.”

He thinks that approach will
make for a smooth transition to
the mayor’s seat, though he says
he doesn’t relish the “limelight.”

Mr. Cline, 40, is married to
Julie Pietrantoni, an attorney.
The couple has two daughters:
Chiara, 5, a student at Oak Knoll,
and Gina, 3. They have lived in
Menlo Park for 10 years. B

do you need more time??
are you tired of
feeling SO tired?
all tied up??
frazzled? neglecting
yourself?
do you need help to care
for another?
it’s time for you to take a
deep breath and call
someone who can help you

errand services - dry cleaning,
prescriptions, groceries, kids, parents,
to & from the airport, etc..

event planning - plan, decorate, gifts,
invites, favors, etc.

all pets — horses included. transport, play,
exercise, chaperone pets to appts, etc.
pets are busy people too!

office projects, travel arrangements,
personal shopping, waiting for the cable
guy. please run your ideas by me.

serving atherton, menlo park, portola
valley & woodside. excellent references
& plenty of life experience.

need an extra pair of holiday hands?

keep afloat personal
concierge services
650.888.2287 wendy

REMAINING FLEXIBLE

If you have sat on an expensive pair of
eyeglasses, you know the importance of choos-
ing frames that are as durable as they are
fashionable and well-fitted. Among the most
resilient eyeglass frames are those made from
titanium-based alloys that not only bend with-
out breaking or deforming, but are also light-
weight and exceedingly comfortable. Flexible
frames of this type can be bent like a pretzel
before they spring back to their original shape.
Thus, they can withstand not only daily abuse,

but they can resist the effects of being stepped
and sat on. This makes frames with so-called
“memory” metal not only eminently suitable
for young children but also for anyone who
makes the occasional absentminded move.

Frames come in a variety of materials,
including super durable and flexible materials
that are ideal for people with active lifestyles.
At MENLO OPTICAL, we feature a wide selec-
tion of frames for adults and children. Since
frames are a customized product, we take the
time to learn about your lifestyle and personal
preference when helping you make a selec-
tion. Call us at 322-3900, or bring us your
prescription. We are located at 1166 University
Drive, on the corner of Oak Grove Avenue and
University Drive.

PS. Eyeglass frames with spring-loaded
hinges afford a more comfortable fit and can
also resist breakage.

Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California.
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900.

DIAMONDS

OF PALO ALTO
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Holiday

Savings
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COUPON

* Current inventory only.
Excludes repairs.

 Extr
dan a
Valid Through Saturday, Dec 19th
Limit One Per Cusmmer Not Applicable To Prior Purchases

Located in downtown Palo Alto on Hamilton Ave.
above University Art and across from City Hall

261 Hamilton Ave. Third Floor ¢ 650-322-1200
Store Hours: Mon-Sun 10am-6pm ® www.diamondsofpaloalto.com

B&W

MAN

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
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Lower School

Middle School

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

-GradesK-5
-Grades 6 -8

Individualized, self-directed program
Rich international and cultural studies
Proven, Montessori approach
State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131
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Thts Holidwy Season -

Think Siop. Buy... LOCAL

eeky monkey
oYs -

640 Santa Cruz Avenue, Downtown Menlo Park
650.328.7975

Comp/ir;entary gift wrapping & assembly

Expires Dec. 24, 2009. One coupon per customer. Offer subject
to further restrictions: ask a sales associate for details.

Coupon code (online too!): LOCAL09
New expanded website with free in-store pickup!

www.cheekymonkeytoys.com

20% off any one item!

CHRISTMAS EVE
SPECIAL MENU:

¢ LEEK & BINTJE POTATO SOUP
* ROASTED FILET OF CALIFORNIA ANGUS
e WARM CHOCOLATE TORTE

$65

898 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE
MENLO PARK * 650.324.9092
WWW.RESTAURANTMARCHE.COM

15% Off
All Scarves
Exquisite

15% Off

with coupon

(Offer may not be combined with any other promotions. Limit
3 per customer. Offer good through 12/14/09.)

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(650) 324-4321 www.keplers.com
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Why we should
shop locally this

holiday season

HOMETOWN
PENINSULA

INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ALLIANCE

hen you are shopping for the holidays, remember

your community and support your locally owned
independent businesses. When you do, more of the dollars
you spend remain in the local community compared to big
box and chain stores.

Local merchants know the community and are experts
in selecting merchandise that is based on what you like and
want. Shop with awareness. In a down economy with many
businesses at risk, you are voting with your dollars. If you
value a diverse local economy, choose to support these and
other independent, locally owned businesses.

Shop locally this

holiday season

HoME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Nutcrackets,
glass ornaments and
musical snowglobes from
world renowned designer
Christopher Radko.

Available at...

342 State Street, Los Altos ® 650.948.0198
Fine Gifts and Jewelry from Around the World
Phone orders are welcome, we gift wrap and ship.

Happy Holidays



Your locdl patrondge Wil make @
mafor dijforonse to-our commiunizy t/m’ |

holiday season. ... thanks/

Here are some good reasons to
shop at locally owned businesses
this holiday season and all year:

e It keeps dollars in our economy.

For every $100 a consumer
spends, local businesses give
back $68 to the local economy,
chain stores only give back $43.

* It makes us unique. There’s
no place like the Peninsula!
Homegrown businesses are part
of what makes us special.

e It creates local jobs. Local
businesses are the best at
creating higher-paying jobs for
our neighbors.

* It helps the environment.
Buying locally saves
transportation fuel. Plus you
get products that you know are
safe and well made, because our
neighbors stand behind them.

* It nurtures our community.
Studies show that local
businesses donate to
community causes at more than
twice the rate of chains.

* It conserves tax dollars.
Spending locally ensures that
your sales taxes are reinvested
where they belong, right here in
your community.

www.hometownpeninsula.org

This message is brought to you by Hometown Peninsula,
an alliance of locally-owned independent businesses. We strive to maintain our unique
community character, to educate local residents that purchasing locally creates a strong local
economy and bring back the vibrant hometown to our communities that is being displaced by
national chains and online stores.

Shop locally this

holiday season

Happy Holidays

The
m iy
%emy @
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1139 Chestnut St.
Downtown Menlo Park
650.325.2965 ® Mon-Sat 11-6

Think. Shop. B"Y

THE VERY BEST FOR LESS
“Best On The Peninsula” “Dealer Of The Year”
S8an Francisco Examiner onsumer Busin i :

TOM’S OUTDOOR FURNITURE

OPEN 7 DAYS 10-5 650-366-0411
1445 Veterans Blvd, Redwood City www.tomsoutdoorfurniture.com

g
§
\
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necklace for that special somone...
(order by Dec. 16 & receive by Christmas day)

1060 Evelyn Street
Menlo Park
650.328.KICK (5425)
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Be sure to

SHOP LOCAL
this holiday
season

neAlmanac

 Give the
- Gifiof an
- Avenidas
Village
Membership

> |

“No Need for Mom or Me

,”

to Worry Anymore!

A cost-effective support system to keep your parents:
+ Independent
¢ Mobile & Active
¢+ Connected & Safe

=Avenidas
Village

450 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA
650-289-5405

www.avenidasvillage.org

[t’s not just a ring.
It’s how much
I love her.

Nothing compliments her like a fine colored gemstone. This year make it from
the Gleim Collection. Fancy colored Sapphires, Pearls, Rubies and Emeralds set
with the finest of diamonds in yellow and white gold and platinum.

Join us for a Holiday Trunk Show, December 9-13
Expanded Collection and Special Pricing

the Jeweler

SINCE 1931

AMERICAN GEM
SOCIETY

540 UNIVERSITY AVENUE * (650) 323-1 33|
350 MAIN STREET, LOs ALTOS * (650) 949-1 122

STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER * (650) 325-3533
GLEIMJUEWELERS.COM
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and on the green navigation bar on the left, click on “Calendar Event.”

Christmas ballet at Woodside High theater

The Dancers Repertory The-
atre and the Menlo Park Acade-
my of Dance will present a ballet,
“Twas the Night Before Christ-
mas,” Saturday and Sunday,
Dec. 12 and 13, at the Woodside
High School performing arts
center, Churchill Avenue and
Woodside Road.

Performances are at 4 and 7
p.m. Saturday and 1:30 and 4
p-m. Sunday. Tickets are $20
for general admission and $12
for seniors and children under
12. For more information or to
purchase tickets, go to TwasThe-
Night.org.

Menlo Park Chorus

The city-sponsored Menlo Park
Chorus will share the stage with
the Vallombrosa Choir in a holi-
day concert at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
Dec. 11, in the new Menlo-Ather-
ton High School performing arts
center at 555 Middlefield Road in
Atherton.

The concert, “A Joyous Christ-
mas,” features area singers in a
program of traditional music of
the season.

The Menlo Park Chorus is
directed by April McNeely, and
accompanied by John Iosefa.
Patrick Feehan directs the Val-
lombrosa Choir.

Concert tickets are available at
the door. Prices are $12 for gen-
eral admission, $10 for students
and seniors, and free for children
under 12.

510 Waverley Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301 |

™
Andrew Logan
PSYCHOTHERAPY

Check TheAlmanacOnline.com
and Page 23 in this paper for
more holiday event information.

Holiday hook sale

Selby Lane Elementary School,
at 170 Selby Lane in Atherton,
will hold its annual community
book sale Dec. 11, 12 and 13 at
the school. Books and gifts for all
ages will be for sale. Hours are 3
to 8 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday. For more information,
call 368-3996.

Concert at local church

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints will present its
35th annual Heritage of Christ-
mas concert at 7 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 13, at the church, 1105 Val-
paraiso Ave. in Menlo Park.

The concert will feature read-
ings and musical selections by
the Heritage Choir, Women’s
Trio, Stake Children’s Choir,
Men’s Quartet, and Handbell
Choir. Admission is free and the
public is invited.

Collects toys for tots

Friday, Dec. 11, is the last day
to drop off new unwrapped toys
at Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokers offices for the Toys for
Tots drive.

For 23 years Coldwell Banker
has been a Toys for Tots gift-col-
lection center, joining forces with
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve.

Also, Coldwell Banker is con-
ducting its annual One Warm
Coat drive until Dec. 18. The
offices will accept coats, sweat-
ers, jackets, sweatshirts, hats,
mittens, towels and blankets.
Donations will be sent to local
organizations for those in need.

Local Coldwell Banker offices
are located at: 800 El Camino
Real, Suite 300, in Menlo Park;
930 Santa Cruz Ave. in Menlo
Park; 116 Portola Road in Portola
Valley; and 2969 Woodside Road
in Woodside.

Concert at Stanford

The Palo Alto Chamber
Orchestra will feature guest artist
Sharon Wei on viola in a holiday
concert at 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
19, in Dinkelspiel auditorium at
Stanford University.

Both the Palo Alto Chamber
Orchestra and its sister ensemble,
the Sinfonia Orchestra, will
perform under the direction of
PACO music director Benjamin
Simon. The program will include
Corelli’s “Christmas Concerto.”
The final piece performed will be
Tchaikovsky’s “Symphony No. 2
in C Minor.”

For ticket information, call
856-3848 or visit www.pacomu-
sic.org.

DON’T LEAVE YOUR
HAPPINESS TO CHANCE.

Take action to restore meaning
to your life and relationships.

Have you put your happiness on hold, secretly
hoping your problems will solve themselves?
In a safe and confidential space, Andrew Logan
can help you identify issues, break old
patterns, improve communication skills and
enrich your relationships. Andrew counsels
families, couples and individuals—including
adults, adolescents and children. Call today
for a complimentary consultation.

~

~

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist MFC #45196

Member of the California Association of Marriage
and Family Therapists

> Board Certified Professional Counselor

t 650.462.1100 |

andrewloganmft.com
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Menlo Park: Political maneuver kicks off celebratory meeting

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

hile Menlo Park’s City
Council followed its
order of succession in

naming a mayor and vice mayor
at its Dec. 1 meeting, the largely
ceremonial procession wasn’t
entirely without politicking.
Before the toasting and chair-
swapping commenced, the coun-
cil dealt with one item of business
added to the calendar by outgoing
mayor Heyward Robinson before
his term expired, at the request of
council members Kelly Fergusson
and Andy Cohen. The item was a
vote to determine whether the city
would recommend Mr. Robinson
or Councilman John Boyle for
an appointment to a key regional
transportation board.

Both men are running to rep-
resent the southern end of San
Mateo County on the nine-person
board of SamTrans, which runs
buses throughout the county.

One member of the SamTrans
board also sits on the Cal-
train board. Menlo Park coun-
cil members (though not Mr.
Boyle) have said they doubt the
board will keep the city’s inter-

BEAUVOIR

continued from page 8

spring in Paris at age 78.

Ms. Patterson’s book, “Simone de
Beauvoir and the Demystification
of Motherhood,” was published in
1989. In an e-mail, Ms. Patterson
explains that she “became inter-
ested in the topic because I had a
very different view of motherhood
from Beauvoirs, having had a
very positive experience with the
example set by my own mother ...
and also having found a great deal
of pleasure in my own experience
asamother....”

In addition to her involvement
as president of the Beauvoir soci-
ety, Ms. Patterson also is a mem-
ber of the mostly French panel
that chooses recipients of mone-
tary awards from a fund “estab-
lished to recognize those fighting
for the cause of women in the
world,” Ms. Patterson says. The
fund was established in 2008 —
in honor of the centenary of Ms.
Beauvoir’s birth. B

H INFORMATION

Yolanda Astarita Patterson will
give a presentation on the late
French author and philosopher
Simone de Beauvoir from 2 to 3
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8, at Little
House Activity Center, 800
Middle Ave. in Menlo Park. The
lecture will be followed by a tea.
Admission is $2 for nonmem-
bers, and $1 for members.

ests in mind in its negotiations
over plans to run high-speed
trains up the Caltrain corridor.
The vote fell along party lines,
with Mr. Boyle the only council
member supporting his own can-
didacy. The council passed a reso-
lution asking him to withdraw.
While the outcome may not
have been unexpected, the fact
that the council debated the
item at what is usually a purely
ceremonial meeting rankled
Mr. Boyle. He asked for a two-

=

week delay so that he and Mr.
Robinson could gauge support
from members of the San Mateo
County Council of Cities, which
makes the appointment.

After the vote, former council-
man Steve Schmidt, who served
on the board, asked why the
council felt it had to make the
choice at all.

“T think this little activity you
engaged in earlier this evening
to express a preference of one
candidate over another for this

Parsonal care
ust got better

More capacity. More access. More service.

Menlo Medical Clinic has opened a second Menlo Park location
at 321 Middlefield Road to continue providing exceptional primary
and specialty care for its community. Personal. Knowledgeable.
Integrated. Now our physicians and practitioners number 50+,
our specialties include 20, and our clinic will expand to two — all

in affiliation with Stanford Hospital & Clinics to better serve you.

board was ... rather weird,” he said,
arguing that voters would consider
Mr. Boyle’s and Mr. Robinson’s
divergent perspectives on transit-
related issues, rather than their city
of origin. “I think to suppress that
choice at this point is a mistake,
I'm sorry you did this. I think it
makes Menlo Park look bad.”

Ms. Fergusson disagreed.

“The city can’tafford any confu-
sion about who the city feels would
best represent” the southern end
of the county on the SamTrans

board, she said in an interview.
“The stakes are too high.”

Mr. Boyle has since decided to
“honor the (council’s) resolu-
tion” and withdraw his name
from consideration.

“T guess it’s fair to say that on
a lot of (transit-related issues),
high-speed rail or transit-ori-
ented development, my views
haven’t always been aligned with
the council majority’s,” he said in

See MANEUVER, page 15

Visit Menlo Medical Clinic in two Menlo Park locations!

1300 Crane St.

Menlo Park, CA 94025

650.498.6500
menloclinic.com

MENLO
MEDICAL CLINIC

Affiliated with
Stanford Hospital & Clinics

321 Middlefield Rd.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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McROSKEY Mattress Company

Narrress ¢

Holiday Gifts Everyone on
Your List Will ,

www.McRoskey.com

[ J
\ .
N\ Practical And Indulgent
i Comfort on Top of Comfort

The Two-Sided Mattress Topper
from Brun de Vian-Tiran

L

Ly FRUIN e
M J/?AN_.

Visit McRoskey online for
more holiday gift ideas.

Call or visit our Palo Alto Showroom
220 Hamilton at Emerson * 650-327-1966
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Friend will remember
Ryan Ferrari for his
honesty and reliability

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

ne of Ryan Ferrari’s par-
ticular talents was his
deft handling of a paint-

ball gun on weekends out behind
his Woodside home. One of his
particular gifts was his candor
with friends.

“He was an excellent paint-
baller,” his friend James Ron-
stadt told The Almanac in an
interview. “I think, above all,
Ryan was a great friend, a high-
quality person who is just going
to be tremendously missed by
friends and family alike. We still
can’t believe he’s gone.”

Mr. Ferrari, 21, died in a car
crash early on the morning of
Nov. 28 in the Woodside Hills
neighborhood. He was buried in
Gate of Heaven Catholic Cem-
etery in Los Altos on Thursday,
Dec. 3, after a memorial service
at Our Lady of the Wayside
church in Portola Valley, accord-
ing to a mortician at Spangler
Mortuary in Menlo Park.

He was on his way home at
about 2:30 a.m. when he lost
control of his car in the 200
block of Woodside Drive. In a
series of collisions, the car hit
two trees and another vehicle
before it flipped over, according
to Sgt. Wes Matsuura of the San
Mateo County Sheriff’s Office.

Mr. Ferrari was pronounced
dead at the scene due to mul-
tiple blunt trauma injuries, the
county coroner said. The driver
of the other vehicle escaped
injury, but was arrested on DUI
charges, Sgt. Matsuura said.

“Really honest”

Candor and sincerity were
among Mr. Ferrari’s strong
points, and his friends are
“heartbroken” over his death,
Mr. Ronstadt said. “He had
a great heart. He was always
someone you could really rely
on. He was always up front
with you and really honest with
you, whatever you were talking
about.”

Mr. Ferrari’s godfather,
Andrew Mclntyre, concurred.
“You could always count on
Ryan for an honest opinion,” he
said. “It was always in a polite
way. He was just a really nice
guy.”

Mr. Ronstadt had met with
Mr. Ferrari shortly before the
accident and resolved a strain
that had tested their friendship,
Mr. Ronstadt said. A rapproche-
ment had begun with a hug and
a handshake. “Our friendship

-
Photo by Sheeva Nazhand
Ryan Ferrari, 21, of Woodside.

was headed on the right course
for the first time in several
months,” Mr. Ronstadt said.

“Once you hung out with
(Ryan), you wanted to hang
out with him more,” he said.
“He just had that kind of rare
personality that you couldn’t
forget.”

While Mr. Ferrari was “very
private,” he was also “very per-
sonable and social,” Mr. Ron-
stadt said.

Mr. Ronstadt and Mr. Ferrari
had been school buddies since
they met in the sixth grade
at Hillview Middle School in
Menlo Park, Mr. Ronstadt said.
They attended Menlo-Atherton
High School, but both left M-A
before graduating. Mr. Ferrari
graduated from a private school
in Palo Alto, Mr. Ronstadt said.

Mr. Ferrari attended the Uni-
versity of Arizona, Menlo Col-
lege in Menlo Park, and Cabrillo
College in Santa Cruz, and had
plans to study viticulture and
oenology at the University of
California at Davis, Mr. McIn-
tyre said.

“He loved to cook,” he added.
“He was a really bright young
man, a real loss.”

Mr. Ronstadt referred to Mr.
Ferrari’s somewhat peripatetic
college career as “turbulent,”
and Mr. McIntyre noted that his
godson had recently discovered
his focus for college.

Mr. Ferrari’s driving hab-
its depended, perhaps, on the
beholder. “T always knew he was
a very risky driver, which is why
[ wasn’t surprised that this hap-
pened,” Mr. Ronstadt said. “He
was always someone who drove
a little too fast.”

On this point, his godfather
disagreed, having ridden with
him and allowed his children to
as well. “Inever thought of Ryan
as being a risky driver,” Mr.
McIntyre said. B



FOR THE

RECORD

Hm POLICE CALLS

This information is from the Atherton and
Menlo Park police departments and the San
Mateo County Sheriff's Office. Under the
law, people charged with offenses are con-
sidered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Fraud report: Unauthorized use of Social
Security card, first block of Flood Circle,
Nov. 27.

MENLO PARK

Residential burglary reports:

M Stolen items valued at $18,600 included
TV, video game player, cash and jewelry,
1300 block of Willow Road, Dec. 2.

W Attempted burglary, first block of Heri-
tage Place, Nov. 27.

M Bicycle stolen from garage, 300 block
of Waverley St., Nov. 30.

M Stolen items valued at $890 included
school supplies and Barbie dolls, 600
block of Willow Road, Nov. 30.

M Stolen items valued at $21,000 included
two TVs, video game player with remote,
three laptop computers, two iPods and
iTouch, digital camera and jewelry, 100 block
of Durham St., Nov. 30.

W Computer stolen, 200 block of Walnut
St,, Dec. 3.

Grand theft reports:

M Two locked bikes with total of $1,000
stolen from apartment building railing,
1000 block of Noel Drive, Nov. 28.

City plans to rely
on attrition to
balance budget

A reportissued by Menlo Park
reveals plans to rely heavily on
attrition to balance the city’s
budget in coming years.

The report comes as the city
looks at reducing a projected
$1.1 million deficit in the 2010-
11 fiscal year. The deficit could
very well be larger than that, the
report notes, if tax revenue con-
tinues at its current slow pace.

The report identifies $425,000
in savings on employee costs,
largely through restructuring
around retirements. It also sug-
gests that the city replace the
academic summer school pro-
gram with a recreational one.

The City Council will weigh
in on the report at a goal-setting
meeting Tuesday, Dec. 8. The
meeting begins at 6 p.m. in
the council chambers, located
between Laurel and Alma streets
in the Civic Center complex.

MANEUVER

continued from page 13

an interview. “I'm not convinced,
by the way, that my views aren’t
aligned with my city’s.”

Councilman Rich Cline, who
assumed the mayor’s seat shortly
after the vote, called the situation
“kind of a mess.” He said he had
promised Mr. Robinson his vote
before he knew Mr. Boyle was
interested.

“How do we do this without
obviously insulting someone up
here?” he said in an interview. “It
doesn’t need to be that way. ... It
was probably the wrong night to
doit”m

B Two gold chains valued at $2,000 sto-
len, 100 block of Newbridge St., Dec. 3.
Robbery report: Victim struck on back
and $30 stolen but no injury, 100 block of
Hamilton Ave., Nov. 29.

Stolen vehicle report: Dark green 1994
BMW 525i, first block of Callie Lane, Dec. 1.
Adult Protective Services report: 700
block of Windsor Drive, Nov. 29.

Auto burglary reports:

M Palm Treo valued at $100 stolen, 500
block of University Drive, Nov. 27.

M Stolen items valued at $1,300 included
Mercedes Benz key fob, briefcase, birth
certificate and Social Security card, 1100
block of Hollyburne Ave., Nov. 27.

M Satellite radio controller valued at $150 sto-
len, 300 block of Sharon Park Drive, Nov. 28.
Fraud reports:

M I[dentity theft connected with $20,000 in
unpaid federal taxes, first block of Riordan
Place, Nov. 27.

M Credit card fraud for loss valued at $226,
600 block of Sharon Park Drive, Nov. 30.

W Counterfeit $100 bill received, 800
block of Willow Road, Dec. 2.

WOODSIDE

Burglary report: Tools of unknown total
value stolen after lock cut on construc-
tion trailer doors, 100 block of Fox Hollow
Road, Nov. 30.

WEST MENLO PARK

Residential burglary report: Door alarm
went off then reset and resident found
splinters on floor and damage to door in
morning, 2000 block of Avy Ave., Nov. 28.

MAKING A LIST
D WEIGHING
[T TWICE.

EOR EMBRSEROLUND YOU DONADE
WE CONTRIBUTE $1 TO FIGHT HUNGER.

Bring us your soup, your tuna, your peanut butter.

NOW OPEN: Trader Joe's -

e R
Museum Quality Repairs
® Porcelain ® Pottery ® Marble

® Jade ® Ivory ® Glass

® Wood ® Stone

650-948-4245

THE
RESTORATION

‘ STUDIO

www.restorationstudio.com

BEST FRESH FISH « BEST SEAFOOD

Cook’s Seafood
SEAFOOD Restaurant & Market

Restaurant & Fresh Fish Market A GREAT PLACE TO EAT LUNCH OR DINNER”

Seafood Dinners from $5% to $9%

Clam Chowder - Seafood Salads

Our Award Winning Fish & Chips
Prepared from the finest Alaskan halibut.

Also featuring a full service fresh fish market.
Restaurant: Mon-Sat 11-8:30 pm, Fri ‘til 9 pm
Market: Mon - Satf 9 - 7, Closed Sunday

751 El Camino Real
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Call in Orders Welcome
Phone 650 325-0604 or 322-2231

Be sure to

SHOP LOCAL

this holiday season
Thanks. n-Almanac

In Her Shoes + RUTI + Nanoo - Gitane -

For every pound of food you donate through December 31,
Town & Country Village will contribute $1 to help the hungry:
One dollar provides two full meals, so every ounce counts.
Drop off your non-perishable items at Second Harvest Food
Bank donation barrels located throughout Town & Country.
Please join us in fighting hunger in our community.

*Benefits Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties.

TOWN & COUNTRY VILLAGE

MORE THAN 50 SHOPS, RESTAURANTS & SERVICES + TANDCVILLAGE.COM - EL CAMINO REAL & EMBARCADERO ROAD, PALO ALTO
Create It Ceramics - Astor Gift & Home -

The UPS Store -

Howie's Artisan Pizza

Find us on Facebook
and Twitter
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A TASTE oF THE PENINSULA

A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing
the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

(elia's Mexican Restaurant

3740 El Camino, Palo Alto (650) 843-0643

1850 EI Camino, Menlo Park (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. EI Camino Real, Mtn. View
(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla.
Open daily for lunch and dinner.

(offee & Tea ,
Connoisseur (offee Co. o

2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City
(650) 369-5250 9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat.
Coffee roasting & fine teas,
espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

To Advertise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

s ALPINE IWEST MENLO PARK

.qufgl}qll and Softball registration is open

. T- BALL"\COACH PITCH, PITCHING MACHINE, MINORS (AA & AAA),
%7 MAJORS, SOFTBALL & JUNIORS/SENIORS
Please visit the League website for online baseball registration and
information, all divisions:
http://www.eteamz.comlalpinelindex.cfm

Alpine Little League also offers recreational girls softball for 5-14 year olds
who live in Menlo Park, Portola Valley, Woodside and Atherton.
Please register online for softball only at:
http://lwww.eteamz.com/amasoftball/index.cfm

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE:
e Returning Majors: Registration closes December 18, 2009
e Minors: Registration closes January 6, 2010
e Players who wish to tryout for Majors: Registration closes January 6, 2010
o Softball: Registration closes January 31,2010
o All other divisions: Registration closes mid-February
OPENING DAY IS MARCH 20TH!
Registration questions? Contact the Alpine Little League Registrar at: ™
alpinelittleleague@gmail.com
(Please contact division commissioners with all non-registration related questions.)

Heartfelt professional care for the elderly

“Assisted living that’s better than home.”

* Private or shared rooms

* 24-hour on-call assistance

* Dementia and Alzheimer’s care

« All meals, snacks, special diets

* Many special activities and events

« Personal care &ﬁ/@llﬁl/l (.\/(/Q//lﬁi’

justlike
family

* Beautiful new wandering 1616 Gordon Street
paths and vegetable garden Redwood City, CA 94061
Lic # 415600025

650.562.0555

www.justlikefamily.com ¢ Family owned and operated
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Hohday

donations to local charities

M Helping to multiply your

Fund

Sonya Chaudhry (center), San Mateo County Young Woman of the Year, is shown with Rina Abrams (left), the
Youth and Family Enrichment Services’ program manager for Your House South and Daybreak; and Daniela
Alduina Tempesta, the YFES transitional housing program manager.

Giving young people, families
tools to achieve independence

By Michael Garb

CEO, Youth and Family Enrichment Services

f ; onya is now a freshman at Stanford University,and

her accomplishments are all the more remarkable
ecause of the challenges she had to overcome asa
young person in the foster care system.

Only 50 percent of foster youth graduate from high
school, let alone go to college. Youth and Family Enrich-
ment Services helps these young people by providing
housing and case management, and supporting them in
learning how to be independent, manage their finances,
pursue their education, and achieve their dreams.

Our programs gave Sonya a place to call home, and
the support she needed to achieve her goals.

Youth and Family Enrichment Services (YFES) pro-
vides local programs serving more than 34,000 people
ayear in San Mateo County. Among the services:

B Round-the-clock suicide prevention and crisis
phone lines for all ages, and online teen support.

B Mental health and substance abuse treatment for

adolescents and families.

B Home visiting and family support for at-risk fami-
lies with young children.

B Housing, living skills training, and case manage-
ment for runaway, homeless and foster youth.

B School-based mental health, youth development
and support services.

Our work with families and young people helps them
to find their strengths and become self-sufficient.

“Mandy” is another example: a 15-year-old girl who
came to YFES’s Your House South for a six-week stay,
atapoint when conflicts with her father were escalating
and she was at risk of running away from home.

Your House South is the only refuge in San Mateo
County designed for young people who need inten-
sive individual and family counseling, and a safe and
structured place to live while their home situation is
resolved.

Thanks to the dedicated staff who worked with her
and her family, Mandy returned home safely with after-
care support, and wrote to her counselor: “I came here
lost, scared and confused. Now I

Gregory Gallo...........

D.Austin Grose..............

Doug & Mary Heller.................... **
Bob & Nancy Luft.....cccccovrrennnee

Vern Varenhorst
Gift

Holiday Fund Donatlons

The Lund Family....
TOTALS: As of December 4, 2009,

have my head up high and am a
changed person in so many ways.”

Many children and families in
our community depend on the ser-
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o vices of Youth and Family Enrich-
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YFES and its many programs
and services, go to www.yfes.
org. Address: 610 Elm St., 2nd

---------------------- 100 Floor, San Carlos, CA 94070.

Lorraine Macchello

Mary Louise Moses.......cccocuneenee. *x
Lucy Reid-Krensky.......ccccccoeeeee 200
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Rowland ............ *¥
Joan Ruben......s **

Lina T. Swisher
Onnolee Trapp

E-mail: yfes@yfes.org. Phone:

a total of 37 donors have given _
$31,305 to The Almanac Holiday (650) 519-9623.

Fund.

H HOLIDAY FUND

** The asterisk designates that the donor
did not want to publish the amount of the gift

Gifts to the Holiday Fund help Youth
and Family Enrichment Services. To
contribute to the Holiday Fund, use
the coupon on the next page or go

to TheAlmanacOnline.com.
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WAITING TO
HAVE SEXUAL

Students at East Palo Alto Charter School during a Teen Talk session.

Teen Talk program aims
to prevent teen pregnancies

By Perryn Rowland

Senior Health Educator, Teen Talk Sexuality Education

eing the mother of three
Bat}ﬂetic sons, I carpool their

friends to various sporting
events and often hear a giggle when
I pop open my car’s trunk for them
to drop in their backpacks.

The trunk holds all the sup-
plies I need to teach our compre-
hensive sexuality education pro-
grams: birth control samples,
plastic reproductive anatomy
models, role-playing costumes/
props, and our Jeopardy game,
to name a few.

For the past six years, I have
worked as the senior health educa-
tor for Teen Talk Sexuality Educa-
tion (formerly the Teen Pregnancy
Coalition of San Mateo County).

Each weekday, I drive to public
schools in places such as East Palo
Alto, the Belle Haven neighbor-
hood of Menlo Park, Redwood
City and Hillcrest, the juvenile
detention facility in San Mateo.

Classes full of eager and curi-
ous teens await me. My goal is to
teach them how to make healthy
choices and decisions regarding
their bodies and relationships, and
to provide information and answer
questions that often no other adult
wants to tackle.

“Does it tickle when the sperm
is swimming through the fal-
lopian tubes?” was one of my
favorites last week.

Our Teen Parent Panel program
brings trained pregnant/parent-
ing teens to schools to share their
experiences on the realities of
teenage parenthood. After one of
our Teen Parent Panels, a student
wrote: “Now I know that being a
teen mom isn’t just like babysit-
ting. I'm going to wait until I'm
much older!”

Given the fact that San Mateo
County estimates that the soci-
etal cost of teen pregnancy is
$3.2 million a year in the coun-
ty, the investment in prevention
efforts is crucial.

Teen Talk Sexuality Education
has served more than 3,500 stu-

m HOLIDAY FUND

Gifts to the Holiday Fund help Teen
Talk Sexuality Education brings
comprehensive sexuality education
programs to thousands of students
in San Mateo County.

dents a year with our 8-to-10 hour
comprehensive sexuality educa-
tion course.

We have trained hundreds of
teachers from around the county
and state, and provided many
classes to parents and guardians
on facilitating conversations with
their children about sex and sexual
decision-making.

All of our educators are bilingual
and we offer all of our programs in
English and Spanish.

State and county health and edu-
cation funding has been severely
cut this past year due to the reces-
sion. In addition, funding from
foundations is significantly down.

Teen Talk Sexuality Education is
prepared to weather this economic
downturn and continue to provide
our programs, but donations from
individuals and the Almanac Holi-
day Fund are crucial.

Prevention programs such as
ones provided by Teen Talk Sexu-
ality Education are both essential
and desired by parents, teachers
and students in our schools.

I encourage you to make a
donation to The Almanac’s
Holiday Fund to support the
local efforts of Teen Talk Sexu-
ality Education, and I will keep
educating our youth, even those
giggling boys in the backseat. B

For more information on Teen Talk
Sexuality Education, go to www.
teentalkca.org The office is at 703
Woodside Rd. Suite 7, Redwood
City, CA 94061.

About the author: Perryn Rowland,
aresident of Menlo Park and parent
of three sons, is the senior health
educator for Teen Talk Sexuality
Education.
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Your gift helps childre:

ﬂntributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to
programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers contributed $146,045, and with available
matching grants, over $170,000 was raised for 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide

numerous other services to those in need.
Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the

and others in need

THE ALMANAC

extent possible, by generous community corparations, foundations,
and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally
among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the Almanac's Holiday Fund will support
these nonprofit organizations in the community

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula

Provides after-school academic support and enrichment activities
for 1,000 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses

in Menlo Park's Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and
Redwood City, and after-school programs at schools in these
communities designed to extend the learning day and supple-
ment the school's curriculum.

Ecumenical Hunger Program
Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, special

children's programs and sometimes financial assistance to families
in need, regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving

and Christmas baskets for more than 1,500 households.

Teen Talk Sexuality Education
Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help
teens make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of
teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its “Teen
Talk” program last year served thousands of youth at public
school sites in San Mateo County.

Project Read-Menlo Park

Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area.

Trained volunteers work one-to-one or in small groups to help

adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language

skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effec-
tively at home, at work, and in the community. In 2007-08, a
total of 120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

Ravenswood Family Health Center

Provides primary medical care, behavioral health services and pre-
ventive health care for all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East

Palo Alto. It also operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the
22,700 registered patients, most are low-income and uninsured.

Name of donor

Second Harvest Food Bank

The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula,
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of food
last year. It gathers donations from individuals and businesses
and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

St. Anthony's Padua Dining Room

Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and
friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by con-
tributions from the community, St. Anthony's is the largest soup
kitchen between San Francisco and San Jose. It offers groceries
to take home and distributes clothing to families.

Fair Oaks Community Center

Serves more than 2,500 households each year with services
ranging from food assistance to shelter referral to rental and crisis
assistance. The center also has a subsidized child-care program
and a fully operating senior center, and offers a variety of other
social services and programs throughout the year.

Shelter Network

Provides shortterm shelter and transitional housing services to
more than 3,700 people and children each year. Offers programs
for families and individuals to become self-sufficient and return to
permanent housing.

Youth and Family Enrichment Services

Provides many programs to help people who struggle with sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence, and mental health, relationship
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families and
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, educa-
tion, and residential services.

Amount $

Street address

City

Zip

(L) T wish to contribute anonymously.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

(1 In honor of: [_] In memory of:

(L) Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO: TheAlmanacOnline.com

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: THE HOLIDAY FUND

Enclose this coupon and send to:

The Almanac Holiday Fund

The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025

By Credit Card: 4 Visa or [d MasterCard No.

Exp. Date

Signature

The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

) The William and Flora
community  fylett Foundation

The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation

SILICON
VALLEY | foundation

SERVING SAN MATEQ AND SANTA CLARA COUNTIES

&

00 Yot

Rotary Club of Menlo Park

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2009, unless the donor checks the

anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.
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Another U-turn in Atherton

f, as expected, the Atherton Town Council decides on

Wednesday, Dec. 16, to refund about $130,000 in road

impact fees, it will be the third in a sad line-up of laws gone
bad to extract revenue from home owners and builders.

This time around, the council should listen to the advice of
City Manager Jerry Gruber and City Attorney Wynne Furth,
who see some dark clouds ahead if the fee is kept on the books.

Their nervousness comes from a recent court decision that
said the state vehicle code trumps local impact fees based on

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

related damage done to its roads.

damage to roads. In other
words, the case appears to say
towns and cities like Atherton
cannot justify charging a fee
or tax based on construction-

Unlike refunds issued for the business license fee ($680,000
approved about a year ago) and excavation off-haul fee
($350,000 in 2006) the sting from a road impact fee refund will
be a relatively mild $130,000. That’s if the council decides to
limit the refunds to fees paid after Aug. 20 of this year, as town
staff advises. Opening a wider window, say back to Jan. 1 of
2009, could easily bump the refund outlay to $500,000 or more,
obviously a scenario that the town would like to avoid.

TOWN SQ E

Here’s what
they’re saying
on Town Square
online forum

Friend will remember
Ryan Ferrari

The Almanac Online

Ryan Ferrari, the 21-year-old
Woodside man who died in a
car crash early on the morning
of Nov. 28 in the Woodside Hills
neighborhood, will not be for-
gotten by those who knew him.
“I think, above all, Ryan was
a great friend, a high-quality
person who is just going to be
tremendously missed by friends
and family alike,” his friend
James Ronstadt told The Alma-
nac in an interview. “We still
can’t believe he’s gone.”

Comment posted by Father of 2,
a resident of the Ladera
neighborhood.

Why, oh why did you need to
add this final line to the lovely
article? “T always knew he was a
very risky driver, which is why I
wasn’t surprised that this hap-
pened,” he said.

Posted by take your blinders off,
a resident of the Central Menlo
Park neighborhood.

I understand the inclination to
want to put the best face on some-
one who dies tragically. I tend to
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And just deciding to rescind the fee will carve a significant
$650,000 hole in the budget that ends June 30. However, Public
Works Director Duncan Jones told The Almanac that the fees
collected are plowed right back into road repair projects. With-
out income from the fee, we doubt if the town will be doing
much road work in the next fiscal year.

The legal case that worries the town comes from Southern
California and touches indirectly on the Atherton issue. It says
that the state vehicle code pre-empts impact fees for damage to
roads — something that critics of the fee have said all along.

And while an analysis by Ms. Furth concludes that the deci-
sion isn’t binding on Atherton, it could have a bearing on future
cases, including a potential case that could be brought against
the Atherton ordinance. It is no surprise that Atherton officials
are eager to distance the town from this fee and hoping that
their town does not become the precedent-setting case that abol-

ishes all road impact fees.

Given its history in these situations, the town might get a second
legal opinion just to be sure that starting the refund clock Aug. 20
provides sufficient cover to avoid any legal action. If not, a lawsuit
to collect all road impact fees paid since 2000 could be disastrous if
found for the plaintiffs. This is risky business and Atherton should
do everything it can to limit recovery of all road impact fees.

Our Regional Heritage

Staff members and patients at the Veterans Administration Hospital at Willow Road and the Bayshore
Freeway take part in an entertainment program in this undated photo. In the early 1920s, 21 modern
buildings were dedicated on the site to treat veterans with neuropsychiatric illnesses.

Menlo Park Historical Association

do it myself. But come on, people,
pointing out that this young man
was a risky driver in an article
about his death in a driving acci-
dent is not unwarranted, espe-
cially when all indications point
to risky driving being the cause of
his death. And don’t forget, even
though the other driver and his
passenger who became unwilling
participants in this tragic event
weren’t killed, they could have
been. Ryan’s risky driving could

have cost others their lives as well
as it cost him his. Why is Ryan’s
tendency to drive recklessly wrong
to point out in the context of this
reporting?

Eshoo opposes Afghan
troop surge

The Almanac Online.

Calling Afghanistan “the grave-
yard of nations,” Rep. Anna
Eshoo, D-Menlo Park, announced

Wednesday her opposition to
President Barack Obama’s plan
to increase the number of U.S.
military troops in that country.

Comment posted by Against the
surge, a resident of the Allied Arts/
Stanford Park neighborhood.

I'm grateful that Rep. Eshoo
is speaking out against the
troop surge, but the story and
her statement don’t address an
important question: Will she



VIEWPOINT

Chief stands up for municipal unions

By Edward Raymond

recent (Nov. 11) letter
to The Almanac by
Mary Gilles of Men-

lo Park castigated unions
and the San Mateo County
Central Labor Council for
supporting city council can-
didates who work to uphold
the good benefits and living
wages that unionized public
employees work hard to earn.

The labor council represents 110 unions in the
public and private sector and stands proudly with
the city, county and state employees who serve
the public good. We are proud of the public sec-
tor workers who choose to serve with grace and
commitment to maintain the excellent quality of
life we enjoy in San Mateo County.

The union workers the writer condemns are the
very ones she and her neighbors rely on for pre-
serving that quality of life — the firefighters who
respond to emergency calls and save lives, the
public works employees who repair streets and
fix lights, the worker who answers her 911 call,
the groundskeeper who maintains neighborhood
parks. Many of the people who choose to work in
the public sector earn less than they would in the
private sector and can’t even afford to live in the
cities whose quality of life they enhance.

Opponents of unions like to demonize public
sector workers as somehow getting rich at the
public trough with what Ms. Gilles calls “out-of-
balance union benefits,” including retirement.
But the average public employee pension is less
than $30,000 a year after 20 years on the job —
hardly a lavish amount given the high cost of
living in San Mateo County. In fact, 80 percent
of retirement costs are paid by the employee’s
contributions and investment returns. Public
workers should not have their retirement put at
risk due to corporate abuse, while those respon-
sible for the crisis receive government bailouts

GUEST
OPINION

with our tax dollars they don’t deserve.

The letter-writer attacks the labor council for
opposing city council members who do not sup-
port public employees. She fails to mention that
these candidates lost labor’s support in 2006
after breaking their promises to the unions that
they wouldn’t outsource the much acclaimed
city child care services. She calls for additional
outsourcing of public employee work, presum-
ably to private contractors who pay low wages
and offer no benefits.

While supporters of privatization claim it will
save money by reducing labor costs, a series of
studies by Cornell University, the University of
Maine, and Economic Policy Institute point to
a different reality: Outsourcing doesn’t always
cost less and often adds to costs. Private con-
tractors might save in labor costs by paying
lower wages but those savings are negated by the
profit the contractor makes.

Public sector workers often have to do extra work
to clean up the mess left by private entities that do
not perform to the high level of the well-trained,
unionized workforce that has the experience and
institutional memory to do the job right the first
time. And laid-off public employees who lose
health care benefits are forced to join with their
private sector non-union brethren to use public
facilities like county hospital emergency rooms for
health care, an added cost to taxpayers.

Fortunately for Ms. Gilles and other San Mateo
County residents, she is wrong that candidates
and elected officials are “running from” labor
support. In the recent local elections, the Labor
Council’s endorsed candidates won in over three-
quarters of the races. Those elected officials will
continue to stand up for their constituents who
benefit from work done by public employees for
the cities, school districts, and fire districts not
because of “an incestuous relationship between
the candidate and the local labor council,” but
because it’s the right thing to do.

Edward Raymond is president of the San
Mateo County Central Labor Council.
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vote against funding this mis-
guided action? That’s the real
test, to my mind.

Posted by Scholar, a resident of the
Sharon Heights neighborhood.
She just lost my vote.

Third French Laundry
in photo, not first

The Regional Heritage
photograph published Nov.
11 incorrectly noted that the
French Laundry was found-
ed in the building pictured
at 1893 El Camino Real.

Martha Lancestremere, a
descendent of the laundry’s
former owners, wrote in
to say this location was the
company’s third, in the
block where Su Hong is now
located. The first laundry
was at the former Stanford
Cadillac site on El Camino
Real, and the second was
on El Camino in the space
recently occupied by Feld-
man’s bookstore.

Jury rejects claim in
wrongful-death suit

The Almanac Online.

A San Mateo County jury,
after 10 hours of deliberation,
voted 9-3 on Dec. 1 to reject a
claim that Woodside resident
Anthony Rose was at fault in a
May 2007 accident on Sand Hill
Road that resulted in the death
of bicyclist Rodney Smith.

Commentpostedby John McDonough,
a resident of Woodside.

Why do we always have to find
someone to blame for the vagaries
of life. That’s like trying to find
someone to blame for cancer or a
heart attack. Will $8 million bring
this man back? All it did was pun-
ish the other victim of the accident,
the driver, and clutter the courts
and cost the taxpayers money
needed for other programs. What
a waste. Looking for someone to
blame? Look to lawyers.

Posted by Moe, a resident of the
Central Menlo Park neighborhood.
John, you said it very well.
There was a time when society
expected integrity and you could
trust someone after a hand-
shake. Now a different attitude
pervades our culture. Few seem
willing to take responsibility
for their own actions and there
are too many shysters willing to
prove somebody else liable when
something goes wrong.

Posted by Steve, a resident of
another community.

It is sad that a person lost his
life in an accident, but that is
what it was. The Highway Patrol
didn’t charge the driver with
the accident or a violation of
any law. I agree. Why do people
always want to blame others
and try and get money. Money
doesn’t bring back the person or
bring comfort for a loss.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION AT TOWN SQUARE

TheAlmanacOnline.com

Steven Gray

DRE# 01498634
650-743-7702

sgray@cashin.com
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The December
Real Estate Reports
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To see how the

local markets are
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this holiday
season
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