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WE HELPED ALBERTO|
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Center for

Healthy Weight

Stanford
School of
Medicine

Thanks to the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program, Alberto had a whole
care team, including his mom, not just behind him, but beside him. Together at
every class, the team champions lifelong healthy habits: wisdom that families can
take home, to the market, or anywhere. Far more than quick-fix calorie counting
or weight loss, our approach is not just livable, it’s contagious. Alberto’s Mom
lost 12 pounds herself. Having a program that inspires losses like this truly is the
community’s gain.

To learn more about the Packard Pediatric Weight Control Program, visit
pediatricweightcontrol.lpch.org or call 650-725-4424.




Inside

This week’s news, features and community events.

Vigil for Lisa Xavier

FIRST SHOT

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

At a candlelight vigil last week at Laurel Elementary School in Atherton, Shiji Varghese joins more than
100 people to mourn the loss of her 6-year-old daughter, Lisa Xavier, who died after a hit-and-run car
accident in Menlo Park on Nov. 12. See story on Page 5.
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Tess Miller of Menlo Park comforts a baby from a Chinese orphanage,
where Tess’ family visited this year. In 2004, the Miller family adopted
an orphan, Kaidi Miller, from this orphanage. Photo by Lisa Miller.
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aseball and Softball registration is open

COACH PITCH, PITCHING MACHINE, MINORS (AA & AAA),
. MAJORS, SOFTBALL & JUNIORS/SENIORS
Please visit the League website for online baseball registration and
information, all divisions:
_http://www.eteamz.com/alpine/index.cfm

Alpine Little League also offers recreational girls softball for 5-14 year olds
who live in Menlo Park, Portola Valley, Woodside and Atherton.
Please register online for softball only at:
http://www.eteamz.com/amasoftball/index.cfm

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE:
¢ Returning Majors: Registration closes December 18, 2009
¢ Minors: Registration closes January 6, 2010
e Players who wish to tryout for Majors: Registration closes January 6, 2010
o Softball: Registration closes January 31, 2010
o All other divisions: Registration closes mid-February
OPENING DAY IS MARCH 20TH! i 6
Registration questions? Contact the Alpine Little League Registrar at: x,,x’
alpinelittleleague@gmail.com
(Please contact division commissioners with all non-registration related questions.)

“Assisted living that’s bettef than home.”

* Private or shared rooms

* 24-hour on-call assistance

* Dementia and Alzheimer’s care

« All meals, snacks, special diets

* Many special activities and events

- Personal care &@Zbﬂ %ﬂﬁl’

* Beautiful new wandering 1616 Gordon Street

paths and vegetable garden Redwood City, CA 94061
Lic # 415600025

650.562.0555

justlike
family

www.justlikefamily.com ¢ Family owned and operated

The Bowman program builds
confidence, creativity and
academic excellence.

@ Lower School - Grades K - 5
@ Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

¥ Individualized, self-directed program
¥ Rich international and cultural studies
¥ Proven, Montessori approach

@ State-of-the-art facility

@ Low student-teacher ratio

www.bowmanschool.org

4000 Terman Drive ® Palo Alto, CA @ Tel: 650-813-9131
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For the holiday table

BLUE LAKE BE!
RED YAMS

Delicious, seedless 3

SATSUMA MANDARINS = 5122 99

Best for pie
LARGE GRANNY SMITH APPLESéé 99:.

Robert’s Homemade!

SIC 98

5 _Ib
8_ Ib

FRESH DUNGENESS CRAB MEAT @526— b

MARINATED SKIRT STEAK %

5938,

PRIME RIB WITH BONE &

On Sale

GROCERY
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1/2 gallon - Also Whole - 2% Reduced - 1% Low

FINI BALSAMIC VINEGAR OF MODENA

8oz

SONNY & JOE’S JUST HUMMUS
100z. — Also Garlic Addiction — Galilee Olive

STACY’S SIMPLY NAKED PITA CHIPS

6oz. — Also Parmesan Garlic

$799
HOT POCKET PEPPERONI PIZZA
90z. — Also Croissant Pocket S ] ﬂ

7UP - CANADA DRY GINGER ALE - A&W ROOT BEER S 'I 99
120z. 6 Pack Cans — Plus Calif. Redeem Value —

$899
$969
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Sale Dates: Dec. 16, 17, 18, 19

79¢.

4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711
Open 6:30AM - 8PM
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Chartron-Taillet “Sainte-Anne”
NV

Reg. $43.99 sale $38.99

Barnaut “Grande Reserve”,

Grand Cru
Sale $ 4 2 9 9

Reg. $47.99

Pierre Peters Blanc de Blancs,
Grand Cur

Reg. $49.99 sale $44.99
Jacquesson Cuvee #733,
Brut N/V

Reg. 56199  Sale $54.99

Soutiran Rose’, Grand Cru

Reg. $67.99 Sale $ 5999
Soutiran “Perle Noire”,

Brut Grand Cru

Reg. $68.99 sale $61.99
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Bobost Voot Tl thy Voo

Main Entree
Free Range Diestel Ranch Turkeys

The Diestel turkeys are pre-roasted and will need approximately 2 hours fo re-heat at

300 degrees in your oven.
Small 10-12 bs.

serves 810 10 people........ $50.00

Prime Rib

Seasoned and roasted fo medium rare.

Large 16-18 Ibs.
serves 1410 16 people ..... $ 60.00

Whole serves approximately Half serves approximately
16-20 people .............. $185.00 10-12 people .............. 100.00
Spiral Sliced Ham
Baked with a honey mustard glaze. Serves 8-10 people...................... $ 60.00
Sides

Traditional Stuffing Onion Sage va)ﬁ
Mushrooms, onion, celery, With red wine, caramelize
water chestnuts and sage onion and sage
$10.75q......coo... $550n  $12.00................ $6.25p
Cornbread Stuffing Green Bean Almandine
Dried cran derrles ‘Sst'wiee shallots, butter an (:S nznds

apricofs and green onion 11.75¢t . 00y
; 10. 75qt ......................... $5.50pi q

Potato Au Gratin

Mashed Potatoes Bake with cheese garlic and cream

Fresh potatoes whippe!

with cream, and butter

$12. 00q1 ....................... $6.25p
Porcini Mushroom Grav
Rich and creamy made

with turkey drippings
$§12.00y............. $6.25p
Beef Au Jus

M_adé%ﬂuanlces red wine and

heef stock

$12.00................ $6.25p

Serves 12-14........... $29.00per tray

Fresh c’mnbeF;u Sauce
Whole cranberries slow
cooked with a hint of orange

89504 $4.75p

Good Earth Bakery

Pumpkin Pie
8" pie serves 8 people...... $12 39ea

Gianna’s Bakery
Apple, Cherry, 4 Berry,
Sweet Peach and Pecan.

8" pies serve 8 people ..... $16.59eu

ROBERTS HARDWARE & TACK

3044 Woodside Road » 851-1084
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

SPECIAL PURCHASE
PORCH TREES

(omplete with
(olored Lights

2 — Pack
4 Tdll

Limited to Stock on Hand

Reg. %69.”
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Enrollment surge: Schools face unpleasant options

B Among the options: suspending the transfer program that allows minority students from
Ravenswood district to attend Menlo Park schools.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park City School District
l \ / I delayed its decision on opening
a new elementary school at the
O’Connor campus as officials mull a range of
unpleasant options for dealing with an pro-
jected surge in student enrollment — includ-
ing suspending the Tinsley transfer program
that allows minority students in East Palo
Alto’s Ravenswood district to attend Menlo
Park district schools.

Despite the district’s current projects to
add classrooms and reclaim playground
space on all four of its campuses, projec-
tions show that climbing enrollment in the
next five years will necessitate larger class
sizes or the addition of portable classrooms
to its elementary school campuses.

Opening a fourth elementary school
campus would alleviate the space crunch,
but is a costly solution in a time of shrink-
ing education revenues. And, those same
projections show that enrollment will taper

offand drop back down to the current level
of about 1,850 K-5 students by 2019.

For the most part, all the options are
unpleasant, the financial outlook isn’t
promising, and the actual number of future

Turning away Tinsley students
requires a judge’s permission,
and no other district has done
it, says Peter Burchyns of the
county Office of Education.

students is unknown.

“I love finding win-wins, and this just
feels like a lose-lose (situation),” said board
member Laura Rich.

Superintendent Ken Ranella outlined
costs, challenges and a couple of new options
to the board at its Dec. 8 meeting. One
option that Mr. Ranella presented would
eliminate the nearly 150 transfer students

from outside the district during peak enroll-
ment years, which would alleviate the need
for portables or a new elementary school, he
said.

“It’s just an option, it’s my last option
that I put on the page,” Mr. Ranella told the
board.

It’s a problematic option, to say the least.
Currently, 122 of the 145 interdistrict trans-
fer students are part of the Tinsley program.
The remaining transfer students are the
children of Menlo Park district faculty and
staff.

Tinsley settlement

The Tinsley voluntary transfer pro-
gram resulted from a 1986 court settle-
ment over a desegregation lawsuit. It
requires the Menlo Park district to accept
24 new students every year from the
Ravenswood district, which encompasses
East Palo Alto and Menlo Park’s Belle
Haven neighborhood, according to Peter
Burchyns, spokesman for the San Mateo
County Office of Education.

Ravenswood students may apply to
attend school in Menlo Park or a half-
dozen other districts, including Palo
Alto Unified, Las Lomitas, Portola Valley
and Woodside. Once accepted, a Tinsley
transfer student is guaranteed a place in
the new district through eighth grade.

Turning away Tinsley students requires
permission from a San Mateo County
Superior Court judge, and is something
no other district has done, said Mr.
Burchyns.

Mr. Ranella said he is discussing
suspending Tinsley transfers with the
county superintendent of schools, and
believes it would be legal. The court order
says that a district does not have to add
facilities or drop any element of its cur-
riculum as a result of enrolling Tinsley
students, Mr. Ranella said.

Board members said they’d like Mr.
Ranella to explore the idea further,
although board member Mark Box said
the option raises questions not just about
the district’s commitment to support
children from Ravenswood but also the

See SCHOOLS, page 8

Atherton pays $230,000
to settle lawsuit over
harassment of officer

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

he town of Atherton paid

$230,000 to settle a sexual

harassment lawsuit filed
by a former police officer.

News of the settlement came
from attorney-rating Web site
Avvo.com, where John Bonagof-
sky, the attorney for officer Pilar
Ortiz-Buckley, posted informa-
tion about the settlement deal.
He told The Almanac that an
agreement with the town was
reached in late October.

The settlement was finalized
Nov. 19, according to Wynne
Furth, the Atherton city attor-
ney.

Ms. Ortiz-Buckley, who is now
retired from the Atherton Police
Department, charged that pub-
lic works supervisor Troy Hen-
derson subjected her to ongoing
sexual harassment. She filed a
lawsuit against Mr. Henderson
and the town in April, alleging
that Mr. Henderson’s supervi-
sors did nothing to curb Mr.
Henderson’s behavior, and that
when she complained, she faced
retaliation and was forced out of
the police department.

The lawsuit was set to go to
trial next April. Mr. Bonagofsky
said the town agreed to settle
the case before depositions were
even taken.

“It’s unusual. If you don’t
settle right after the case is filed,
you usually don’t settle until
after the depositions,” he said.
“I think they wanted to avoid
attorney’s fees and they knew
they would be on the hook for
something at trial, so what they
did was make a business deci-
sion and put a number on what
that was worth. It turns out we
agreed on the number.”

Ms. Furth said the town and
Mr. Henderson agreed to the
comprehensive settlement.

“Litigation is expensive, litiga-
tion is difficult. It’s not simply
the financial cost to the city,
it’s depositions and trials, and
it takes people away from their
work,” she told The Almanac.
“Were glad we were able to
resolve this case and the city can
put it behind it.”

The case was on a City Coun-
cil closed session agenda in

See LAWSUIT, page 8

People gather to remember Lisa Xavier

By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

ore than 100 peo-
ple attended a vigil
at Laurel School in

Atherton on Wednesday, Dec.
9, for Lisa Xavier, the 6-year-

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac
A candlelight vigil is held Dec. 9 at Laurel Elementary School in Atherton for Lisa Xavier (in picture), 6,
who died after a hit-and-run car accident in Menlo Park. See another picture on Page 3.

old Menlo Park girl and Laurel
student who died last month
following a hit-and-run car
accident Nov. 12 at the inter-
section of Willow Road and
Bayfront Expressway.

The program began with a
performance by a solo violin-

ist, and ended with a guitar
sing-along. In between, peo-
ple huddled in a semi-circle
against the cold, their faces
illuminated by small candles
cupped in their hands as they

See VIGIL, page 8
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Former World Bank executive
J. Burke Knapp dies at 96

A celebration of the life of J.
Burke Knapp of Portola Valley,
who had a distinguished career
in international finance, will
be held Thursday, Dec. 17, at
Stanford Memorial Church on
the Stanford campus. It will
be followed by a reception at
the Stanford Faculty Club. Mr.
Knapp died Nov. 22 in Palo Alto
at the age of 96.

Born in Portland, Oregon,
Mr. Knapp graduated in 1933
from Stanford University, where
he was a member of Phi Beta
Kappa and captain of the water
polo team. He was a Rhodes
Scholar at Oxford University
from 1933 to 1936. After four
years of apprenticeship in Lon-
don in international banking,
he returned to the United States
to work as an economist for the
Federal Reserve Board in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Mr. Knapp served in the U.S.
government until 1952, holding
senior positions on the Fed-
eral Reserve Board in the State
Department. He was a member
of the inter-departmental com-
mittee to prepare the Marshall
Plan, became the economic

adviser to the first U.S. delega-
tion to NATO in 1950-51, and
was appointed U.S. chairman
of the U.S.-Brazil Joint Com-
mission for Economic Develop-
ment.

In 1952 he joined the World
Bank as director of its Latin-
American operation, and in
1956 was appointed as senior
vice president and chairman of
the World Bank’s loan commit-
tee. He retired in 1978.

After retiring, he returned to
Stanford, where he was active in
the university community for
26 years. He created a program
for Stanford students to work as
interns in World Bank offices
and assisted students in prepar-
ing for their posts.

He also established a fund
for Stanford students studying
Washington, D.C., to receive
free tickets to performances at
the Arena Stage Theater, which
he helped found.

A resident of Portola Valley for
26 years, Mr. Knapp lived at The
Sequoias retirement community
for the past 10 years.

Continued on next page

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road

Wodside, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
PLANNING COMMISSION
District 3

McROSKEY Mattress Company

Holiday Gifts Everyone on
Your List Will ,

www.McRoskey.com

The Planning Commission participates in the administration of
the planning laws and policies of the Town. It is responsible for
recommending to the Town Council ordinances and resolutions
necessary to implement the General Plan and adopted

~ development policy. The Commission also conducts necessary
public hearings to administer the planning laws and policies of
the Town and acts upon applications for zoning amendments,
conditional use permits, variances, subdivisions, and other
related functions as may be assigned by the Council.

The Ultimate Gift

The handcrafted McRoskey
Mattress and Box Spring Set.

The Planning Commission meets on the first and third
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

District 3 encompasses the area east and south of Woodside
Road, Bear Gulch Creek (south of Woodside Road), west of
Mountain Home Road and Manzanita Way, and Sand Hill/
Portola Roads, and the Family Farm/Hidden Valley areas east
of Portola Road.

Visit McRoskey online for
more holiday gift ideas.

Interested residents may check residency requirements
and request information and applications Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m. at the Town
Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, on the
Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org or by telephoning
(650) 851-6790. Deadline for applications is Friday,
January 15, 2010, 5:00 p.m.

Call or visit our Palo Alto Showroom
220 Hamilton at Emerson ¢ 650-327-1966
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A man of characters

Local actor experiences a Civil War Christmas from many angles

By Renee Batti

Almanac News Editor

ome people who shift back,
forth and beyond from

one personality to another
within the span of minutes
might benefit from a good psy-
chiatrist or anti-psychotic drugs.
But Cyril Jamal Cooper? No way.

GOT
! WRINKLES?

The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70,
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center
525 Chesapeake Drive « Redwood City

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:

Just give the man a stage. 800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com

That’s exactly what Mr. Coo-
per has through Dec. 27 at the
Lucie Stern Theatre, where The-
atreWorks’ “A Civil War Christ-
mas: An American Musical Cel-
ebration” is being staged. He’s
one of 15 actors performing some
90 roles in the musical by Paula
Vogel, directed by TheatreWorks
Artistic Director Robert Kelley.

In the production, Mr. Coo-
per, who has lived in Menlo
Park for some 10 years, portrays
eight different characters —
including a mule.

“People love my mule,” Mr.
Cooper says, laughing. The
scene in question features a mule
who catches the scent of a horse
in the darkness. Stirrings of
longing ensue. “I fall in love with
a horse — it’s a magic moment,”
he explains, adding that the sub-
sequent braying and neighing of
the two hoofed creatures inspire
a chorus of other animals pining
for companions.

That moment, he notes, is one
of several in the show that pro-
vides relief from the more seri-
ous themes of the play, which
is set in and near Washington,
D.C., on a snowy Christmas
Eve, 1864.

It’s an expansive play of imagi-
nation, with scenes of President
Lincoln, four months before his
assassination, and Mary Todd
Lincoln occupied with thoughts
of Christmas gifts; Robert E.
Lee, Ulysses S. Grant and their
soldiers facing the bleak reali-
ties of war as it nears its end;
slaves and black soldiers fleeing
their bonds, or fighting to free
all slaves.

The action is given added
dimension by the music of the
time and season — hymns,
spirituals, Christmas carols and
19th century folk songs.

“T like (the play) from the per-

Continued from previous page

Mr. Knapp is survived by his
four children, Louis, Rosalind,
Elise, and Michael; two grand-
children; and six great-grand-
children. In 1939 he married
Hilary Eaves of London, and in
1976 was married to Iris Hay-
Edie of Port Antonio, Jamaica.
Both preceded him in death.

Photo by David Allen

Cyril Jamal Cooper, right, is James Wormley, and Diana Torres Koss is
Mary Todd Lincoln in “A Civil War Christmas” on the TheatreWorks stage.

spective of being a brand new
take on a Christmas story,” Mr.
Cooper says. “All the stories in it
connect, and it’s truly an Ameri-
can story.”

One of the most satistying ele-
ments of the play for him was the
duality of experiences he lives
vicariously onstage: Mr. Coo-
per’s roles include that of a black
soldier who had earlier crossed to
freedom and was now fighting on
the side of the Union, and of Wil-
lie Mack Lee, Robert E. Lee’s slave
who, in the play, follows Gen. Lee
into war.

“It’s really cool to be able to
express little bits and pieces of
(the black experience) of the
times,” he says. “There’s the
older slave who doesn’t have the
option to pick up a gun and fight
... then there are the black people
on the Union side.”

In the older slave’s role, Mr.
Cooper says that he relishes a
particular moment: He is car-
rying coffee to Confederate sol-
diers in the camp he is serving
as Gen. Lee’s slave. It is a time
when it’s becoming increasingly
apparent that the Confederates
are losing the war. He stops, and
drinks the coffee himself.

An impressive debut

This is Mr. Cooper’s fifth
production with TheatreWorks.
With his first TheatreWorks
show, he made his professional
acting debut — an unusual
experience for an actor fresh
out of school.

That experience came about
after the TheatreWorks casting
director was asked to critique

finals for graduating students
in the Foothill College con-
servatory program, of which
Mr. Cooper was a part. Shortly
afterward, the casting director
contacted him, suggesting that
he audition for the upcoming
TheatreWorks production of
“Fences,” by August Wilson.

He did, and won the role of
Cory.

Since then, Mr. Cooper, now
33, has performed in “Where’s
William?”, “Shakespeare in
Hollywood,” and “Memphis”
at TheatreWorks. He’s also won
roles in local productions of
“Ragtime,” “West Side Story,”
“Showboat,” “Miss Saigon,”
“The Jackie Robinson Story,”
“Urinetown,” and others.

Mr. Cooper says he’s been so
focused on his eight roles in
“A Civil War Christmas” that
he hasn’t had time to consider
what he might audition for once
the show closes. But, he adds,
“‘I'm thinking about getting
into movies.”

His only film experience was as
an extra in a martial arts movie
when he was much younger. “Thad
my extramoment back then, wear-
ing mylittle gi, but the movie never
came out,” he laughs. B

H INFORMATION

TheatreWorks' “A Civil War
Christmas: An American Musical
Celebration,” by Paula Vogel,
runs through Dec. 27 at Lucie
Stern Theatre, 1305 Middlefield
Road in Palo Alto. Tickets are
$26-$62. Call 463-1960, or go
to theatreworks.org.

Give the
Gift of an
Avenidas

Village
Membership

“No Need for Mom or Me
to Worry Anymore!”

A cost-effective support system to keep your parents:
+ Independent
+ Mobile & Active
¢+ Connected & Safe

=Avenidas
Village

450 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA
650-289-5405

www.avenidasvillage.org

OF PALO ALTO

OF | BUSINIES‘S
PRICES LOWERED %

Save OFF

up to * Current imventory anly,
Excludes nepairs

.J.‘.’]Il ﬁ

Save
an

Located in downtown Palo Alto on Hamilton Ave.
above University Art and across from City Hall
261 Hamilton Ave. Third Floor = 650-322-120
Store Hours: Mon-Sun 10am-6pm * www.diamondsofpaloalto.com
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Menlo Park schools face unpleasant options

SCHOOLS

continued from page 5

commitment to its own stu-
dents to increase diversity in the
schools.

“We have a very legitimate prob-
lem,” said Jeff Child, the newly
selected board president. “T'd like
to see where it comes back on that
(Tinsley) issue.”

O’Connor site

The district is facing a January
deadline to notify the O’Connor
site’s tenants, the private German-
American International School, of
a decision on its lease. The lease
expires in 2011 and unless the
board notifies GAIS in January,
the lease will automatically renew
for five more years.

Despite doubts about the enroll-
ment projections — several board

members said they don’t think it
will go as high as forecast — dis-
trict officials want to keep their
options open.

“If we extend (the lease) for five
years, then we’re out to 2017, and
that’s a hell of a gamble,” said Mr.
Ranella.

Instead, the board directed Mr.
Ranella to pursue talks with the
GAIS about a new lease arrange-
ment that would allow either
party to opt out with a 14- or
16-month notice. Board members
said they’d like to wait and see
what the incoming kindergarten
numbers look like when enroll-
ment starts in February. The past
two years have seen a bumper
crop of new kindergarteners, far
exceeding demographic projec-
tions.

“I'm not sure if we’re being stra-
tegic or if were kicking the can

ley to speak out against

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Open Letter on
Health Care Reform

We have come together throughout Silicon Val-

specific health care services, a ban that passed
the U.S. House of Representatives and would
leave millions of women with private insurance
worse off than they are today.

The elimination of coverage for abortion services, known
as the Stupak amendment, would prohibit millions of low-
and middle-income patients from using their own money to
obtain insurance coverage for a legal medical procedure.

This cannot be allowed to stand. We are on the verge of
passing historic legislation that would protect the health of
everyone in this country. But the effort will fail if millions
of women are left with less health coverage than they had
before. We implore our lawmakers in Washington to strike
the Stupak amendment from the final bill.

Signed: Richard Gordon Doria Leong
Mary Lavigne - Butler Kim Scott
Magan Ray Karen Grove Linda Williams
Dr. Michelle Sandberg Carol Hedges Bob Fenwick
Carol Mayer Marshall Allison Dundas Jan Fenwick
Lucia Tedesco Patricia Williams Chris Riley
Mary Klein Dick Fischer Yoriko Kishimoto
Deborah Moritz Russell Elmer Amy Scherer
Susan L. Markowitz Richard Kass Susan M. Hyatt
Frannie Hall Kieschnick ~ Debbie Mytels Tracey Bobrowicz
Diane Savage Andrea Fono Sophia Yen
Jennifer DiBrienza Jennifer Blakely Randy Yates
Eva Grove Maura Dudley Sarah Adler-McDonald
Alice Schaffer Smith Barbara Berry Linda Adler

Take action!

Call Representative Anna Eshoo at 650-323-2984
to urge her to support a final bill that doesn’t
leave women worse off than they were before

health care reform.

a ban on coverage for
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down the road,” commented Mr.
Ranella.

The financial considerations
weighed heavily on board mem-
bers. The small O’Connor campus
could accommodate no more than
250 children and would require an
estimated $10 million to bring it
up to par with the rest of the dis-
trict’s elementary schools. Run-
ning a new school would cost the
district about $650,000 a year,
which includes lost rental income
and the cost of hiring administra-
tors and staff. That number does
not include teacher salaries, a cost
the district would incur regardless
of the school site.

The high price tag, coupled
with the undesirable location of
O’Connor — it’s on the remote
edge of the district in Menlo Park’s
Willows neighborhood — led sev-
eral board members to wonder if

money wouldn’t be better spent by
selling O’Connor to the GAIS and
purchasing a new, more centrally
located property for a school.

Hans-Peter Metzger, the head
of the German-American Inter-
national School, said his school
could be interested in purchasing
the campus.

“Were not making an offer
right now, but it’s something we
at the school would entertain,” he
told The Almanac. “We’ve been
here almost 20 years and we like
where we are.”

In the meantime, the GAIS
has been scouting new locations,
although the school community
would hate to move, he said. He
said he understands the Menlo
Park district’s difficult position.

Other options

Cheaper, but equally unpalat-
able options include parking por-
table classroom trailers on school
campuses, or boosting class sizes

rather than adding classrooms.

Oak Knoll principal David
Ackerman said he’d rather see
class sizes grow a bit than take up
part of the school’s new athletic
field with portables. The district
isn’t blessed with an abundance
ofland, and construction projects
at Oak Knoll, Encinal and Hill-
view schools include two-story
classroom buildings in order to
maximize playground and field
space.

Terry Thygesen, a former board
member who is part of the advi-
sory committee that worked with
Mr. Ranella on his report, encour-
aged the board to seek a parcel
tax rather than cut the budget by
eliminating programs or allow-
ing the already large elementary
schools to continue to grow.

“The schools are really the heart
of the community,” she said.
“Before we degrade things, let’s
give the community a chance to
step up.” B8

Family, friends gather to remember Lisa Xavier, 6

VIGIL

continued from page 5

strained to hear neighbors, relatives, and parents
of classmates talk about Lisa’s generosity, her winning
smile and mischievous sense of humor.

Small children, many of them wearing ski caps on a
night when you could see your breath, wove through
the crowd. Though some were hard to spot among
the towering adults, their voices came clear during the
sing-alongs, and in low, urgent whispers throughout
the ceremony.

While there were occasional outpourings of grief,
most speakers related upbeat stories about their
encounters with Lisa.

John Reid, a Daily News sports writer who lives in
the same apartment complex as Lisa’s family, recalled
how Lisa would follow around the landlord as he
went about various tasks, lending a hand and asking
questions. “I could not think of another child being
so thoughtful with others,” he said.

Kellen Glinder spoke of his daughter’s fascination
with a water bottle Lisa had, saying that he observed
Lisa asking her own mother to buy the same bottle for
his daughter. “Lisa was incredibly compassionate in
every interaction I had with her,” Mr. Glinder said.

Lisa had an air of mischief about her, said parent
Lesley Heller. Ms. Heller said that Lisa once tricked
her into thinking she had missed Lisa’s birthday party.
“She had never met me, and most 6-year-olds barely
talk to me,” she said. “She touched me that day, and I
teased her ever since.”

Following a soulful lament by Lisa’s grandmother,
Mr. Glinder asked everyone to take a moment to
collect themselves. “I think we all need a breath,” he
said.

The occasional camera flash pocked the crowd,
the clicks of shutters resounding in the hush. Cam-

era operators from several local television stations
positioned themselves at the front of the assembly,
pivoting between the speakers and Lisa’s family. They
took people aside for interviews as the evening wound
down, the cameras’ shotgun lights forming islands of
luminescence on the dark field.

Near the end of the program, people were directed
to turn to a tree near the school’s entrance, entwined
in holiday lights. The tree will be lit every year in Lisa’s
honor.

Lisa and her parents, Shiji and Charles, were driv-
ing eastbound on Willow Road just before 2 p.m.
on Nov. 12 when their car was struck by one of two
vehicles engaged in a street race heading northbound
on Bayfront Expressway, according to Menlo Park
police. Lisa was on her way to a violin lesson, accord-
ing to Rashmi Bhandari, who has a son in Lisa’s class
at Laurel and helped organize the vigil.

Witnesses reported that the driver of the black 1989
Ford Mustang that struck the family’s car exited his
vehicle and jumped into a white Honda involved in
the race. The Honda then fled the scene, police said.

Lisa and her mother, Shiji Varghese, were taken to
Stanford Hospital with serious injuries. Lisa died the
next afternoon. Ms. Varghese recovered and attended
the vigil.

Charles Shuresh, Lisa’s father, was driving the car,
but was not injured in the collision, according to
police.

No arrests have been made in the case. Police are
“actively searching for” and want to question East
Palo Alto resident Shannon Fox, 24, in connection
with the accident. Mr. Fox is described as a black man,
6 feet 2 inches tall, 220 pounds and muscular. He is
not a suspect, but considered a “person of interest” in
the homicide investigation, according to police.

Police are asking anyone with information to call
330-6300 and ask for the watch commander. B

LAWSUIT

continued from page 5

October, but no reportable action
occurred, said Ms. Furth. When
asked if the council voted in
closed session to approve the
settlement, she reiterated that no
reportable action occurred at the
meeting.

Information about the settle-

ment is available from Atherton
town hall upon request, she said.
“It’s a personnel matter, and
we generally do not announce
personnel matters,” Ms. Furth
said. “We follow state law, and the
Brown Act says that when a settle-
ment becomes final, the terms
shall be released upon inquiry.”
Since there was no council
action, and information about the

settlement was not updated on
the San Mateo County Superior
Court’s Web site, it’s unclear
how anyone would have known
to ask about the settlement.
Mayor Jerry Carlson said that
the council was instructed by
Ms. Furth not to discuss the settle-
ment until it was finalized, and

See LAWSUIT, page 20
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Jury convicts M-A track coach of battery

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

fter a four-day trial, a San
Ag/lateo County jury on Fri-
ay convicted a longtime
Menlo-Atherton High School cross-
country coach of misdemeanor
battery over his response last May
to three Hispanic boys after their
soccer ball hit the side of his house
trailer.

Kelly Weston, a former assistant
coach of cross country at M-A,
could be fined up to $2,000 and
spend up to six months in jail on
the battery conviction, a prosecutor
said. That conviction refers to the
boys’ claim that Mr. Weston pushed
one of them.

The jury deadlocked on the other
three counts: cruelty to a child,
making criminal threats and mak-
ing threats that include a violation
of civil rights — a reference to the
alleged racial aspects of the inci-
dent. Superior Court Judge Robert
Foiles presided.

The casereturnsto courtat9 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 15, for a decision by
the prosecutor on whether to retry
Mr. Weston over the deadlocked

counts. On the two threat counts, a
majority on the jury concluded that
Mr. Weston had not been moti-
vated by racial prejudice, Assistant
District Attorney Karen Guidotti
said in an interview.

Mr. Weston originally pleaded

not guilty to all counts and remains
free on $50,000 bail.

Asked to comment on Mr.

Weston’s future at M-A, Sequoia
Union High School District spokes-
woman Bettylu Smith said that
M-A “does not have plans to
renew Mr. Weston’s contract for the
upcoming track season.”

The boys — two 12-year-olds

and an 11-year old — say the soccer
ball struck the house by accident.
Mr. Weston, 63, allegedly came
out and told the kids that he hated
them, that he hated “your kind”
and Mexicans in general, and that
he could “kill” them “right now;”
prosecutors said.

The children reported the

exchange to their parents, who
reported it to a deputy from the
Sheriff’s Office, who then inter-
viewed the boys, prosecutors said.

A deputy who interviewed Mr.

Weston said “some of the hate

language that was charged, some
of that was used in the interview;”
prosecutors said.

In the trial, prosecutor Brian Raft
structured his case around testi-
mony from the boys, the mother
of two of the boys, a deputy sheriff,
and the manager of the trailer park,
who allegedly overheard some of
the altercation, Ms. Guidotti said.

In defense, Mr. Weston’s attorney
Harriotte “Hallie” Aaron began
with an “ear” witness who claimed
to be talking on the phone with
Mr. Weston during the altercation.
But during cross examination, the
witness could not say for certain on
which day he was talking with Mr.
Weston, Ms. Guidotti said.

M-A community members have
come to Mr. Weston’s defense,
saying that the incident is out of
character, and that he is “very,
very wonderful” with kids, pros-
ecutors said.

Mr. Weston coached at M-A
“going on 40 years” and won the
2005-06 Coach’s Honor Award
from the Central Coast Section
of the Peninsula Athletic League,
he said in an e-mail to The
Almanac. B

Police report spike in property crime in Menlo Park

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park police are
conducting  under-
cover operations and

increasing patrols in some areas
in response to a spike in property
crime across the city, including a
$100,000 jewelry theft.

From Nov. 27 through Dec.
3, the city received reports of
eight residential burglaries, three
incidents of grand theft, a stolen
vehicle, seven auto burglaries and
a robbery, according to police.

On Dec. 4, jewelry valued at
$100,000 was reported stolen from
a home in the 1000 block of Val-
paraiso Ave.

The spike in crime appears to
have been relatively brief; it was
preceded and followed by weeks in
which incidents of property crime
were not unusually high, based on
city crime statistics.

The police report cited a recent
burglary on Willow Road in the
Belle Haven neighborhood in which
$18,600 worth of goods was stolen,
including expensive jewelry.

A total of $21,000 worth of elec-
tronics and jewelry was reported
stolen from a Willows residence,
though police found no sign of
forced entry and have suspend-
ed the case, according to police
spokeswoman Nicole Acker.

Another Willows resident reported
a collection of Barbie dolls stolen.

A BMW was reported stolen
from the Flood Triangle neigh-
borhood, three bikes went miss-
ing, and several cars were broken
into, with a briefcase containing a

birth certificate and Social Secu-
rity card reportedly swiped from
one of the vehicles.

The spike in property crime

appearsto have been largely isolated
to Menlo Park. No property crimes
were reported in Atherton over
that period. A spokesperson with
the Redwood City police depart-
ment said that city had not seen an
unusual rise in property crimes. A
spokesperson with the Palo Alto
police department said the city had

SOUND PERFECT

Design ¢ Integration ¢ Installation

EVERYTHING IS ON SALE.

(Including Furniture &

Sale starts Friday,
December |8th.

700 EI Camino Real, Menlo
(650) 323-1000

Tuesday - Friday: 10:00am -
Saturday: | [:00am - 5:00pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

www.soundperfection.com

seen an increase in auto burglaries,
but not other property crimes.

“We do want to put a message out
there to remind people to keep
items out of view in their vehicles,”
Ms. Acker said. She added that the
police department advises people
who have recently bought “big-
ticket items,” such as televisions or
computers, to hide or recycle the
boxes immediately.

ION

Fixtures).

Park

6:00pm

New ordinance would restrict
lawn watering in Menlo Park

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

revised Menlo Park ordi-
nance would prevent some
omeowners from water-

ing their lawns during the day, and
require them to use water-efficient
irrigation techniques.

At its meeting Tuesday, Dec. 15,
the City Council will offer guid-
ance on drafting the ordinance.
The meeting begins at 7 p.m. in
the council chambers, located
between Laurel and Alma streets
in Menlo Park’s Civic Center
complex.

Under revisions to the water-
efficient landscaping ordinance,
prompted by a new state law that
goes into effect in January, irriga-
tion rules designed to save water
would apply to one- and two-
family units. The city’s current

rules only apply to multi-family
and commercial developments.

The ordinance would apply
only to new or remodeled homes
that have over 1,000 square feet of
irrigated space, and to properties
that undergo a landscaping over-
haul. Based on recent renovation
and construction projects, the city
estimates that 250 homes would
have been subject to the ordi-
nance over the past two years.

Under the recommendations
outlined by city staff, people
would not be allowed to use an
irrigation system on their lawns
between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.,
though they would be able to
water their lawns with a hose.
The new ordinance would also
require that homeowners take
specific measures to conserve
water through their irrigation
systems. B

Redwood City - San Mateo - San Jose

When you,

or someone you care about,
needs assistance...

you can count on us
to be there.

Call now (650) 839-2273

Moving Sale!

we

This theater on sale also.

CA Contractors license #805780

ack

Our new address:
1525 Rollins Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
(650) 323-1000
Moving January 15,2010

December 16, 2009 m The Almanac = 9



llk’“ /AII

A/ A

I’A’A’A’A‘Im

|
i

@eninsu a (Christmas Services

( )
xx&% Grace Lutheran Church rica
v4)+ Living in God’s amazing grace
3149 Wavcrleo))/ Street:+ Palo Alto, CA 943067 6304941712 St. Bede’s Episcopal Chlll'Ch
2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, 854.6555
www.stbedesmenlopark.org
Celebrate the Season of
Promise Fulfilled!
Thursday, December 24
Christ E 4:00 6:00 11:00
ristmas Lve CandleE;ll;lt V\lforship &fg?r:lm[mion P TbuTSday 3] December 24tb
Christmas Da Friday, December 25 CbriStmtls Eve
Y 110:00am  cCarols & Lessons 4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist
_ www.gracepa.org y, 10:00 p.m. Festal Choral Eucharist
HOLY TRINITY Friday, December 25th
EPISCOPAL CHURCH .
IN MENLO PARK e
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Carols, Rite I
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH US!
Wherever you are in your journey, whether church is familiar or not,

we welcome you to join us for one of our Christmas services. Whether
you prefer a simpler children’s service or a more traditional service
with the Church Choir infused with the sense of the sacred that fills
Christmas Eve night, we invite you to join us.

Christmas Eve
(All services will be about an hour)

400pm  Children’s Communion Service with Pageant
6:00pm  Christmas Communion Service with the Festival Choir

930pm  Carol Sing

10:00pm  Christmas Communion Service with the Festival Choir
Christmas Day
10:00am  Christmas Day Communion with hymns

330 Ravenswood Ave., Menlo Park
(between El Camino Real and Middlefield Road)
650-326-2083

www.trinitymenlopark.org

\

INSPIRATIONS

A resource for special
events and ongoing
religious services. To

inquire about or make
space reservations for
Inspirations, please

contact Blanca Yoc at
326-8210 x6596 or email
byoc@paweekly.com

meAlmanac

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES

Family Worship Service & Reception
Sunday, December 20, 9:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service & Reception
Thursday, December 24, 10 p.m.

Woodside Village Church
3154 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA  650.851.1587 www.wvchurch.org
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Peninsula Christmas Services

Come ¢7 Ce eﬁrate Christmas FEve at
Christ Episcopal Church
815 Portola Road - Portola Valley, CA 94028
650-851-0224
Christmas FEve
Kinder Service 3:00 p.m.

Features Christmas carols, children’s sermon
(for Children 6 years and under)
Christmas Fve
Choral Eucharist 5:30 p.m.

A joyous traditional service featuring adult choir.
Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist 10 a.m.

ST. LUKE’S CHAPEL IN THE HILLS ANGLICAN

The 1928 Book of Common Prayer
Thursday, December 24, CHRISTMAS EVE:

5pm Family Holy Communion Service
10:00 pm Lessons and Carols
11:15 pm Candlelight Holy Communion Service
Friday, December 25: 11:00 am
- Holy Communion Service
26140 DUVAL WAY : LOS ALTOS HILLS
(650) 941-6524  www.stlukeschapel.org

Celebrafe Chrisfmas With US

Menlo Park Preshyterian Church
950 Santa Cruz Avenue

Wednesday December 23: 6:30 p.m., 8 p.m.
Thursday December 24: 5 p.m., 6:30 p.m.,
8 p.m., 9:30 p.m., 11 p.m.

The Cafe at 700B Santa Cruz Avenue (behind ace hardware)

Thursday December 24: Family friendly services, 5 p.m., 7 p-m.

Contact us at 650.323.8600, www.mppc.org

Valley Presbyterian Church
in the Redwoods

945 Portola Road, Portola Valley, CA
650-851-8282
www.valleypreschurch.org

Christmas Eve Worship

5:00 pm -
10:00 pm -

Candlelight Service

Candlelight Service
Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve at Bethany

5:00 p.m. Family Christmas

Children tell the story of Jesus, as shepherds, angels,
wisemen, and the holy family.

Join us between services
and enjoy wonderful food and Christmas cheer!

7:00 p.m. Christmas with Quadre

The horns of Quadre create the music of Christmas,
as we celebrate the birthday of Jesus.

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas

A quiet and contemplative time to listen, sing,
and reflect on the birth of Jesus Christ.

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

%)

Bethany

1095 CLOUD AVENUE
MENLO PARK
at the corner of Avy & Cloud

www.bethany-mp.org

Ladera Community Church
3300 Alpine Rd., Portola Valley
www.ladera. org

e hefie you willjoin s for
WWW@O/ evenls .

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
Advent Prayer Service, 7:30 pm
A service of "Healing and Hope"

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
Madrigal Concert, 10:30 am
Performed by Mountain View High School's Singers

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
Christmas Music Service, 9:30 am
Rejoice and Sing!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
Family Christmas Pageant, 4 pm
Candle Lighting Service, 8 pm

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
Celebration of Three Kings, 9:30 am

For more details, visit www.ladera.org
or call the church office at (650) 854-5481.
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Stanford Hospital Heal

A community health education series from Stanford Hospital & Clinics

Beyond Medical Basics:

Hospital Social Workers Blend
Compassion and Counseling

Jim Carrigan was in shock. Three thou-
sand miles across the country, his son
Andrew was lying comatose at Stanford
Hospital, bones broken up and down the
left side of his body. And, a few hours
after he’d been hit by a car while rid-
ing his motorcycle on Highway 9, he
also suffered a stroke that disabled his
uninjured right side. Carrigan and his
wife Sue were overwhelmed.

Even before the Carrigans arrived at
Stanford to be with their son, hospital
social worker Tim Chamberlain had
phoned them, ready to help them cope
not only with the emotional impact of
what had happened but with practical
issues as well. Among those was the
question of recovering Andrew’s mo-
torcycle. A local towing company had it
and the charges were mounting. Cham-
berlain was ready to take care of the
paperwork to get the bike released.

“He went above and beyond the call to
solve a problem, relieving us of some
stress in the middle of everything else
that was going on,” said Jim Carrigan.
As the days passed, and Andrew slowly
defied an initially poor prognosis,
Chamberlain continued to be someone
whose compassion and understanding

the accident.
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was crucial. Not only was Chamber-
lain willing to let Carrigan vent his
frustration, but he remained a proac-
tive champion even after Andrew was
discharged.

What the Carrigans discovered at
Stanford was that pivotal element of
care supplied by a particular group of
professionals. “Social workers are the
cement that binds all the disciplines,”
said Will Gressman, interim director
of the Hospital’s Social Work and Case
Management Department. Whether a
patient is waiting for an organ trans-
plant, or receiving treatment for can-
cer or recovering from an accidental
trauma, Stanford’s care team includes
a social worker.

Seeing the Whole Picture

Every day, social workers gather with
nurses and physicians to talk about
their patients, reviewing their prog-
ress, working together to make sure
that the non-medical needs of each are
considered and addressed. For one pa-
tient, a social worker might be helping
with insurance issues; for another, the
most important service might be to ar-
range for a family visit.

et

Andrew Carrigan and his brother John look at x-rays of Carrigan’s leg injuries, still awed by the damage done by
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Norbert von der Groeben

Before his accident, Andrew Carrigan loved making music. After many months
of therapy, he’s regaining his skills on the guitar.

“We're problem solvers,” said social
worker manager Michael Thomas.

“We answer all manner of questions
and all sorts of non-medical problems
come to us. We fill that role of being
an emotional support to patients and
families, identifying things that might
be obstacles to doing well here in the
hospital and to a smooth transition out
of the hospital.”

“People go to a hospital and can be pret-
ty clueless,” said Jim Carrigan. “When
something catastrophic happens, you
need to ask as many questions as possi-
ble. You're dealing with so many people
and then there are shift changes. You
would be lost unless you really get a
handle on it.”

“He went above and beyond
the call to solve a problem,
relieving us of some stress in
the middle of everything else
that was going on.”

- Jim Carrigan, father of Stanford
Hospital patient Andrew Carrigan

Someone like Chamberlain is that
person “you can go to and say, ‘This
is what I need,” Carrigan said. And

Notes

in situations where
the lives of a patient
and family have been
turned upside down
in a second, a social
worker is the person
who helps a family get
organized to cope.

In his first meeting
with the Carrigan
family, Chamberlain
said, “We talked about
what had happened
and we talked about
the feeling of being
afraid he might not
survive. Part of my
reward is being able to
offer support, to say,
‘It’s appropriate for
you to be afraid.” But
we also talked about
how it was okay to
maintain hope. There
is nothing wrong with
hope.”

As Andrew’s family
rallied, Chamberlain
continued his work.
For many families, he
is the person who educates them about
practical matters, including disability
insurance. But he’s always checking in,
asking, “How are you coping?”

Handling
Difficult Realities

“It’s a very subtle science,” said Thom-
as. “We have to tell people things they
really don’t want to hear and tell them
in a way so there can be a productive
outcome for the family. It can be very
challenging, especially when there’s a
lot of emotion and a lot of anger.”

In the most difficult circumstances, so-
cial workers must find a way to quickly
address issues of life and death. “We see
a wide variety of situations that have
an emotional impact on a patient and
patient’s family. For instance, a patient
may have been in a car with their best
friend and maybe they lived and their
best friend didn’t,” said Thomas. “We
want to respond to those issues from as
close to the onset as we can, with educa-
tion and support because that can have
a positive influence on the immediate
and long-term well-being of a patient.”

Sometimes, the impact of a social
worker’s words is not obvious during a
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patient’s stay in the hospital, Thomas
said. “Sometimes we are planting seeds
we hope will grow at some point in the
future.” Recently, he received a voice-
mail message from a former patient
who said she still had his card and that
she had stopped drinking after he had
talked with her while she had been
hospitalized five years earlier. She
didn’t leave her last name, but she’d
wanted to thank him.

Thoughtful Guidance

The better a social worker under-
stands a patient, the better medical
treatment plans can be implemented.
Social worker Evonne David, who
works with transplant patients and
their families, has become expert in
analysis of key psychosocial elements
in order “to develop a therapeutic al-
liance that keeps everyone engaged,”
she said, including a patient’s support
person. She also arranges conversa-

e O
Andrew Carrigan was wearing a helmet, leather jacket, leather pants and
heavy riding boots when he was hit and injured. The accident shredded

tions between trans-
plant candidates and
transplant recipients as
another way of educat-
ing those candidates
about the change they
face, focusing on coping
skills and the lifelong
need to follow a medical
regimen that protects
their health. “I can
yack away at them, but
there’s nothing like
hearing it from a person
who’s walked the walk,”
David said.

g

“We’re problem
solvers. We answer
all manner of
questions and all
sorts of non-medical
problems come
tous.”

- Stanford Hospital social
worker Michael Thomas

With her cancer pa-
tients, Sandy Chan
makes sure that they
have the chance to talk
about their feelings.
“Doctors can be busy,
and patients have these
things they want to say,
but they’re not always
able to tell them. They
hold these things in,
feeling as though they
shouldn’t be feeling
them. But the deeper
you can get in, the more you can find
out, the more you can do.”
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“Our goal is to make sure patients have
all the information they need to make
good decisions,” she said.

“Social workers are the cement
that binds all the disciplines.”

- Will Gressman, Interim Director,
Stanford Hospital Social Work and
(Case Management Department

And even when patients are no longer
patients, social workers keep their best
interests at heart. Weeks after An-
drew left the hospital, his father called
Chamberlain for help with an insur-
ance issue. “Let me check,” Chamber-
lain said. Less than 10 minutes later
he called back to say he'd found the
missing piece of paper and had sent it
on its way.

special feature

How Hospital Social Workers Can Help

Stanford Hospital’s Department of Social Work and Case
Management provides a wide array of services and information.

They include:
« discharge planning

« assistance and referrals to lodging resources
« supportive and adjustment counseling

e Crisis intervention
« financial assistance

« insurance, Medicare, Medi-Cal, state disability and Social Security

« psychosocial evaluations
* support groups

« education and consultative services
« medical care preference documents

Other Hospital resources include:
Stanford Health Library 650.723.9863.

healthlibrary.stanford.edu

The Hospital’s Guest Services Department 650.498.3333.
stanfordhospital.org/forPatients/patientServices/

Farewell to Falls 650.724.9369

Aging Adult Services 650.498.3333
Stanford Cancer Supportive Care Program 650.725.9481

Art for Health, massage therapy, Pet Assisted Wellness, music,
smoking cessation. Call 650.498.3333
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Stanford Hospital social workers find ways to help patients and their families cope with the stress
and challenge of illness and hospitalization. Pictured here clockwise from the top left are: Evonne
David, Michael Thomas, Tim Chamberlain and Sandy Chan.

Stanford Hospital & Clinics is known worldwide for advanced treatment of complex disorders in areas such as cardiovascular care, cancer
treatment, neurosciences, surgery, and organ transplants. Consistently ranked among the top institutions in the U.S. News & World Report } S T A N F O R D

annual list of “America’s Best Hospitals,” Stanford Hospital & Clinics is internationally recognized for translating medical breakthroughs ‘
into the care of patients. It is part of the Stanford University Medical Center, along with the Stanford University School of Medicine and

Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital at Stanford. For more information, visit stanfordmedicine.org.

HOSPITAL & CLINICS

Stanford University Medical Center
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD

WOODSIDE, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
ARCHITECTURAL AND SITE
REVIEW BOARD

The Architectural and Site Review Board (ASRB) reviews and makes
recommendations to the Director of Planning and Building on residential,
site design and commercial applications.

Meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month, 4:30
p.m. Appointment is for a term expiring in February 2013.

Interested residents may request information and applications from the
Town Clerk’s Office, Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM-12 noon and 1-5:00
PM, Woodside Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, by telephone at (650)
851-6790, or through the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org.
Deadline for applications is Monday, January 4, 2010, 5:00 p.m.

EAST COAST PIZZERIA

AMICI’'S OF NEW YORK”

GREAT PASTAS « FRESH SALADS

880 Santa Cruz Ave

Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

FREE
DELIVERY

(with min. order)

“THE BEST
PIZZA WEST

—Ralph Barbieri
KNBR 680

226 Redwood
Shores Pkwy

Redwood Shores

(Next to Pacific
Athletic Club)

(650) 654-3333

=

Parsonal care
ust got better

More capacity. More access. More service.

Menlo Medical Clinic has opened a second Menlo Park location
at 321 Middlefield Road to continue providing exceptional primary
and specialty care for its community. Personal. Knowledgeable.
Integrated. Now our physicians and practitioners number 50+,
our specialties include 20, and our clinic will expand to two — alll

in affiliation with Stanford Hospital & Clinics to better serve you.

Visit Menlo Medical Clinic in two Menlo Park locations!

1300 Crane St.

Menlo Park, CA 94025

650.498.6500
menloclinic.com

MENLO
MEDICAL CLINIC

Affiliated with
Stanford Hospital & Clinics

4

321 Middlefield Rd.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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Scoping session
on city’s plan
for downtown
By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

long-term planning
A project for Menlo Park’s

downtown will be the
subject of a “scoping session”
during the Dec. 15 City Council
meeting.

The session is a formalized
step in the environmental
review process, according to
state law. People are invited to
give feedback on what topics
the city should analyze in the
environmental review process.

Through
e by
the city is WATCH
expected to
outline new zoning guidelines
and capital improvements in
downtown Menlo Park, along
El Camino Real, and around
the train station.

An initial draft of the plan
is scheduled for release in
early spring. Residents will
have several opportunities to
offer feedback on that plan,
through the environmental
review process and otherwise,
before it comes before the
council for a final vote.

In addition to speaking
at the meeting, people can
submit written comments by
e-mailing city planner Thomas
Rogers (throgers@menlopark.
org), or via mail at: Thomas
Rogers, Associate Planner/City
of Menlo Park/Community
Development Department,
Planning Division/701 Laurel
St./Menlo Park, CA 94025.
Comments are due by Jan. 8.

Overnight parking
will be relaxed

Menlo Park’s police depart-
ment brings us the final word
on overnight holiday parking
(we hope): Enforcement will
be relaxed, but only for a few
days.

People can park on Menlo
Park streets without fear of
getting cited on the nights of
Dec. 24, Dec. 25, Dec. 31 and
Jan. 1, according to spokes-
woman Logan Bruttig.

That’s not as lenient as the
usual two-week period sans
enforcement, but it’s bet-
ter than total enforcement.
Police spokeswoman Nicole
Acker had previously told us
that the city’s standing ban
on overnight parking would
not be lifted at all during the
holidays.

For more information, call
the police department at 330-
6308.
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Fees raised again for organized sports teams

By Dave Boyce

Almanac Staff Writer

occer and baseball players
Scan expect to pay substan-

tially more in 2010 for the
use of the two baseball and two
soccer fields in Portola Valley. The
Town Council has authorized
increases, effective Jan. 1, 2010,
that are expected to boost playing-
field revenues by 62 percent to
$66,000 a year, assuming that field
use remains about the same.

The council approved the new
fees in a unanimous vote Dec. 9.
The Parks & Recreation Com-
mittee recommended the new
per-player, per-season rate struc-
ture, which follows a 50 percent
across-the-board increase that the
council implemented in August.

The increases come in a rare
budget year for Portola Valley
in which revenues dropped, the
first such event in 15 years, Town
Manager Angela Howard said in
June. Home-construction and
state-derived revenues are down
and expenses are up, including a
33 percent increase over three years
for law enforcement services.

The fee increases are designed
to have players split with the
taxpayers the $168,600 cost to
maintain the four fields, though
the anticipated $66,000 in rev-
enues falls short of that goal for
2010. A staff report included an
additional 25 percent increase for
2011, but the council put off that
discussion for a future meeting.

The changes affect organized
soccer at Rossotti Field at 3919
Alpine Road and Russ Miller
Field at Town Center at 765 Por-
tola Road, and organized base-
ball and softball at Ford Field at
3399 Alpine Road and the new
Town Center diamond.

For kids in leagues, including
Alpine-West Menlo Little League
and two soccer leagues — AYSO
and Kidz Love Soccer — the
fee per player goes to $40 from
$22.50, a 78 percent increase.

For the Alpine Football Club,
a youth soccer group with

home fields in Portola Valley
and Woodside, the rate jumps
167 percent to $60. The steeper
increase reflects lower revenues
from club games, in which only
the home-team players pay.

The same logic applies for
adult leagues and clubs. Play-
ers with the co-ed adult soccer
league and the adult softball
league will see their fees rise 33
percent to $60, while fees for the
Portola Valley Soccer Club will
jump 100 percent to $90.

A town apart?

In a Dec. 9 letter to the coun-
cil, Tim Goode, president of the
Alpine/West Menlo Little League,
complained about a tripling of
fees from the spring of 2009 and
wondered why Portola Valley asks
for so much from its players.

Burlingame charges $10 per
player, and San Carlos and Bel-
mont charge $20, he said.

Among communities that
charge by the hour, Portola Valley
works out to nearly $18 per hour
versus $2 and $6 for Palo Alto
and Menlo Park, respectively, and
nothing at all in Pacifica and Fos-
ter City, Mr. Goode said. (Wood-
side also does not charge fees,
Assistant Town Manager Kevin
Bryant told The Almanac.)

Taken as a whole, Alpine-West
Menlo will pay $12,000 to Por-
tola Valley in 2010 to play on
two ball fields, Mr. Goode said,
whereas Hillsborough’s Little
League pays $30,000 to the city
for the use of eight ball fields.

“To get two fields and have to
pay $12,000 is a heavy, heavy
burden,” he told the council.

And Portola Valley should not
bundle staff costs in with field
maintenance costs, he added.
“This seems to be a necessary
expense of the town,” he said.

Parks committee member
Lindsay Bowen suggested that
leagues might respond by avoid-
ing Portola Valley fields.

Roller Hapgood & Tinney

The Peninsula’s Premier
Funeral Service Provider

Serving families since 1899

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

Funeral Home FD132

Council members and town
staff responded with compari-
sons of their own. The town
maintains its fields to a higher
standard than is common and
there are fewer taxpayers in
town, they said. The thirsty grass
fields are not as hardy as synthet-
ic grass and will be increasingly
expensive to maintain when
water rates start three years of
increases in 2011, they added.

Portola Valley is atypical in
that its sales taxes represent 3
percent of its revenues. That
compares to 5 percent for Paci-
fica, 8 percent for Woodside and
double-digits for Belmont, San
Carlos and Burlingame, accord-
ing to published budgets for
2009-10. Hillsborough is resi-
dential only and levies no sales
taxes, the assistant city manager
told The Almanac.

See FEES, page 18

. A Fabric 3
\ Store

Chair Seats and
Cushions Special

$1/yard

on selected fabrics

' 650-591-0220 san Carlos

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A Better Choice Since 1960
1064 Cherry Street

741 es % %&W@Zé

BEAUTY SALON

3040 Woodside Road - Woodside
(650) 851-7103

W
¢ colors: pet

haircuts, Hai
\We offer Family hairc Now caﬂ\l

cals, & Body treatments.
2

9ar™
TUESDAY - FRIDAY: RS

?e&‘“‘e
(Located near Buck's Restaurant)

For every 3 appointments made in 2009
ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN

A HOLIDAY GIFT BASKET.

BASKET INCLUDES A $200 DINNER GIFT
CERTIFICATE FROM BELLA VISTA RESTAURANT
Fabulous beauty products and other great
goodies! ($500 retail value) *Ends December 31,2009

Liberal Arts & Sciences ® Creative Writing ® Professional & Personal Development

STANFORD

«l—/ CONTINUING STUDIES

Professional & Personal Development Courses:
Clean Tech Entrepreneurship

Investing in Innovation and Growth

Financial Modeling and Business Decisions

Sustainable Design

Tools for Strategic Management

Competitive Advantage through Operational Excellence
Strategic Marketing of High Tech and Clean Tech
Manager as Coach and Mentor

Enhanced Website Design

Public Speaking

Stanford Continuing Studies offers a broad range of courses in liberal arts
& sciences, creative writing, and professional & personal development.
Designed to cultivate learning and enrich the lives of adults in the Bay
Area, most courses are taught by Stanford instructors and are open to all.

Winter Registration Now Open. Register Today!
continuingstudies.stanford.edu
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eeky monkey
oYs

20% off any one item!

640 Santa Cruz Avenue, Downtown Menlo Park
650.328.7975

Compiirr?e_ntary gift wrapping & assembly

Expires Dec. 24, 2009. One coupon per customer. Offer subject
to further restrictions: ask a sales associate for details.

Coupon code (online too!): LOCALO09

New expanded website with free in-store pickup!

www.cheekymonkeytoys.com

20% OFF Any 1 Ttem

Expires 12/25/09
French Soles BCBG

e Uges
S‘(\o%g\z g™ ’
Do,;
e Shoue ner
o 06s ¢
6\1’19 Square Miles j | Handbags

Stuart Weftzman

avaianas K IC kS llets
RainbowS 1060 Evelyn Street Hobo wal
. Menlo Park, CA 94025
N\eﬁ\\\ﬁ 650.328.KICK (5425) Jack Rogers

Sandals

T

hierry Robotjy —\@/— Bernargfo
S Tue\\ﬁme I . . l ' I Taryn ROS®

8

— OPEN M-SAT 10-5:30 / SUN 11-4 —

The Great Frame Up
1120% OFF

| complete custom
framing order
| (Through 12/31/09)

Menlo Park |
£ 650.323.1097
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00
Next to Su Hong

A TR R P niinmm-‘fﬂﬁ'

Holiday Sale

30% Off
Holiday Cards
& Calendars

Exquisite Artisan Jewelry
15% Off with coupon

(Offer may not be combined with any other promotions.
Offer good through 12/21/09.)

Kepler.

BOOKS

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park
(650) 324-4321 www.keplers.com
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1047 El Camino Real |

888 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE | MENLO PARK, CALIFORNA | 650.326.0888

Thés Holiday Season .

THE VERY BEST FOR LESS

“Best On The Peninsula” “Dealer Of The Year”
San Francisco Examiner Consumer Business Review 2009

40% OFF SALE ON NOW!
Offer good through 12-20-09

- —r il
TOM'S OUTDOOR FURNITURE
OPEN 7 DAYS 10-5 650-366-0411
1445 Veterans Blvd, Redwood City www.tomsoutdoorfurniture.com

Thmk Shop.Buy-

Think. Shop. Buy. ... [0@/‘1

Why we should shop locally this holiday season

\X/hen you are shopping for the holidays,
remember your community and support
your locally owned independent businesses.
When you do, more of the dollars you spend
remain in the local community compared to big
box and chain stores.

Local merchants know the community
and are experts in selecting merchandise
that is based on what you like and want.
Shop with awareness. In a down economy
with many businesses at risk, you are voting
with your dollars. If you value a diverse local
economy, choose to support these and other
independent, locally owned businesses.

Here are some good reasons to shop at
locally owned businesses this holiday season
and all year:

HOMETOWN
PENINSULA

INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ALLIANCE

%&@3[0/@%@% f%aa%ﬂ
HomE ForR THE HoLIDAYS

Nutcrackers,
glass ornaments and
musical snowglobes from
world renowned designer

Christopher Radko.

Available at...

342 State Street, Los Altos » 650.948.0198
Fine Gifts and Jewelry from Around the World
Phone orders are welcome, we gift wrap and ship.

* It keeps dollars in our economy. For every $100 a

consuner spends, local businesses give back $68 to
the local economy, chain stores only give back $43.

* It makes us unique. There’s no place like the

Peninsula! Homegrown businesses are part of what
makes us special.

* It creates local jobs. Local businesses are the best at

creating higher-paying jobs for our neighbors.

It helps the environment. Buying locally saves
transportation fuel. Plus you get products that you
know are safe and well made, because our neighbors
stand behind them.

* It nurtures our community. Studies show that local

businesses donate to community causes at more
than twice the rate of chains.

It conserves tax dollars. Spending locally ensures

that your sales taxes are reinvested where they
belong, right here in your community.

www.hometownpeninsula.org

This message is brought to you by Hometown Peninsula, an alliance of locally-owned independent
businesses. We strive to maintain our uniqgue community character, to educate local residents that
purchasing locally creates a strong local economy and bring back the vibrant hometown to our communities
that is being displaced by national chains and online stores.

1139 Chestnut St.
Downtown Menlo Park
650.325.2965 ¢ Mon-Sat 11-6
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Shorter meetings? Don’t count on it.

By Sean Howell

Almanac Staff Writer

Park’s City Council in late 2006, Rich Cline
co-authored a letter with Councilman Andy
Cohen, calling for an “open government initiative.”
Among the things the council members asked
for in that letter was to “put a hard stop on council
meetings at 11 p.m. No exceptions.
“We cannot continue to make decisions after
the community has gone to sleep,” they wrote.

Nearly three years after that request, the council
has not taken up the call for a “hard stop.” Dur-
ing Heyward Robinson’s just-concluded term as
mayor, exactly two-thirds of the meetings ended
after 11 p.m., with the council making plenty of
decisions after the community had gone to sleep.

With Mr. Cline poised to take the gavel as mayor
and get his chance to run the meetings beginning
Dec. 15, should interested residents expect to be
able to stay awake for their entirety?

“The goal is to get more disciplined, but I don’t
want to make the assumption that we’ll neces-
sarily shorten the meetings,” Mr. Cline said in an
interview, acknowledging that he’s taken a more
realistic outlook since penning that letter. “T don’t
want to squash creativity or discussion.”

Mr. Cohen repeatedly lamented the length of
meetings during Mr. Robinson’s term, calling it
“extremely frustrating.”

“It’s not uncommon for most of the council
members to repeat themselves ad nauseam, in
the hope that they can bowl over the opposition,
and get their way,” he said. “Or, they simply ask
many questions, in an attempt to stall the process.

Soon after beginning his first term on Menlo

= MENLO PARK Both of thoge methods are coun-
ter-productive, and discourage

(people) from coming to council
meetings.”

While the council did spend more time in the
chambers during Mr. Robinson’s term, long meet-
ings were not unique to that term, or even to this
council. Excluding closed sessions, special work-
shops and ceremonial meetings, the council spent
145 hours deliberating during the just-concluded
term, as opposed to 134 during Mr. Cohen’s term,
with just over half of those meetings going past 11
p.m. It spent 129 hours debating during the final
term of the previous council majority, which was
criticized by some for rushing discussions.

Ms. Fergusson said she thinks this council is
much more efficient than the one she joined after
her election in 2004.

“I think that every year we get better and better
at this ... as we understand each others’ working
style more and more,” she said.

Like Mr. Cohen, Mr. Cline said he gets frustrat-
ed when council members launch into speeches,
or ask unnecessary questions, though “I don’t
want this to come off as me making some broad,
sweeping statement on the conduct of council
members.” A student of city politics, he said he
doesn’t know of many cities of Menlo Park’s size
that regularly hold meetings past 11 p.m.

He’d like to see the council stick to Robert’s
Rules of Order, which he describes as “rules for
getting business done, not rules for a discussion
forum. Not rules for getting everything said.”

“T wish him all the success in the world in run-
ning shorter meetings, we all aspire to that goal,”
Ms. Fergusson said with a good-natured laugh. B

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road

Wodside, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
PLANNING COMMISSION
Districts 4

ThePlanning Commission participatesintheadministration
of the planning laws and policies of the Town. It is
responsible for recommending to the Town Council
ordinances and resolutions necessary to implement the
General Plan and adopted development policy. The
Commission also conducts necessary public hearings
to administer the planning laws and policies of the
Town and acts upon applications for zoning amendments,
conditional use permits, variances, subdivisions and other
related functions as may be assigned by the Council.

The Planning Commission meets on the first and third
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.; Commissioners are appointed for
a four-year term.

District 4 encompasses the Emerald Lakes area, the Cafiada
- Road area north of Arbor Court/Olive Hill Lane, including
the Runnymede Road and Raymundo Drive areas.

Interested residents may check residency requirements and
request information and applications Monday through
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m. at the Town
Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, on
the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org or by
telephoning (650) 851-6790. Deadline for applications is
Friday, January 15, 2010, 5:00 p.m.

West Bay Sanitary District Sued
by San Francisco Baykeepers

December 11, 2009

To Our Customers:

This memorandum is to keep you informed about a
lawsuit filed in U.S. District Court against West Bay
Sanitary District (WBSD) on December 2nd. On the same
day similar lawsuits were filed against the cities of Millbrae
and San Carlos. Over the past decade similar suits have
been filed against Burlingame and a number of other cities
surrounding the Bay.

San Francisco Baykeepers (SFBK) and its supporting
attorney group have the stated goal of protecting the water
quality of the San Francisco Bay. It derives its status to file
lawsuits against sewage systems and other governmental
operations under federal and/or state legislation established
to protect and improve environmental resources. The
legislation enables individual citizens and groups to

bring suit when they believe they have found cause. This
unique legal structure effectively creates an industry that

is “sub-contracted” to perform enforcement of the law. It
avoids having the government fund and staff a separate
enforcement and prosecution agency. Funding ultimately
comes from penalty judgments and legal fees awarded
by a court or won through settlement negotiations with the
governmental agency being sued. The ultimate source of
these awards comes from the rate and taxpayers.

The basis for these suits is data showing sewage spills

WEST BAY SANITARY DISTRICT

that have taken place within a sanitary district. That data
comes from reports filed by each agency with the California
Regional Water Quality Board for each spill that occurs,
regardless of the amount of sewage and whether or not
any of the material entered the SF Bay or a tributary to the
Bay. This very useful reporting system has been required
for more than 4 years. WBSD uses this data as one its
management tools. It provides statistical details that allow
us to focus our resources for cleaning and repair efforts.

WBSD is over 100 years old. It is a collection system only.
We use the processing plant managed by South Bayside
System Authority (SBSA) that is located in Redwood Shores.
This same plant provides processing for Redwood City, San
Carlos, and Belmont. The SBSA plant was built in 1980.

More than two years ago SBSA began comprehensive
engineering reviews to assure the facility would meet future
capacity needs and continue compliance with emerging
environmental requirements. This is critical because it is
located adjacent to the SF Bay. WBSD has maintained
a consistent capital expenditure program over the years
aimed at needed pipe repair and replacement, but when the
SBSA began its more intense review WBSD began a similar
effort of examining the status of its collection network.
Both reviews have identified a need for accelerated capital
expenditure programs. The first impact of this review and
planning process was seen this past summer when we
announced a significant increase in sewer service charges.
These new rates have now appeared on your property tax
bill. These funds will be used to replace sewer main lines
in the WBSD and pay financing charges required to fund
major construction projects at SBSA. We have been active
in planning and we are moving to implement that plan.

The WBSD board of directors is disappointed that we
will have to divert management attention and financial
resources to deal with the SFBK suit. We are confident
that we have the same goals and intentions as SFBK. We
manage the WBSD to provide efficient, reliable sewer
service to our customers and make every reasonable effort
to protect the precious natural resource that is the San
Francisco Bay. We hope to minimize the time and effort for
all parties and quickly negotiate to a settlement based on
the work we have already started.

We will be providing you with greater detail on our capital
improvement program within the next several months. It
will likely require short-term disruptions of traffic as we
replace sewer mains whose useful life has ended. We will
also provide updates on the progress we can make with SF
Baykeepers so we can use our funds to put new pipes in
the ground rather than time spent at a negotiating table.

Sincerely,

WBSD Board of Directors
Ronald Shepherd, President
David Walker, Secretary
Edward Moritz, Treasurer
Fran Dehn

Harry Harrison

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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DeCORUIM INTEeRIORS

[25% DISCOUNTt]

year-€eND eveNL

[specializZINg IN |

furNItURe & accessories
custom WINDOW Lreatments
LUXURY 1taliaN BeD LINeNs
INTEeRIOR DESIGN & space PLaNNING
RE-UPHOLstery ofyOUR OWN tReasuURes

| calL or email topbay |

for a complimeNtary coNsulLtatioN
tel 650.324.2608

[Locatep just aBove pPINk taNgeRriNe |

at 883 saNta CRUZ aveNue IN meNLo park
kassia@pecorvim.com

JOIN US FOR
OUR ANNUAL
WATCH FAIR

Showcasing
extraordinary
timepieces from
the Rolex, Cartier,

Breitling and

Baume & Mercier

Saturday-Sunday‘

-
December 19-20

collections.

T

STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER + (650) 325-3533

- BY APPT ONLY AT OUR DOWNTOWN LOCATIONS —

540 UNIVERSITY AVENUE * (650) 323-1331
350 MaIN STREET, LOS ALTOS * (650) 949-| | 22

GLEIMJEWELERS.COM

@xpress

Get local news updates FREE in your e-mail inbox daily.
Sign up today at TheAlmanacOnline.com
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COMMUNITY

By Michelle Le/The Almanac
Jimmy James recently opened Rice Republic, a store featuring various Asian imports, on Oak Grove Avenue.

Asian persuasion

Rice Republic, a furniture and accessories store, opens in Menlo Park

By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor

unting for a Christmas gift for the hard-
Hto—please? How about a Chairman Mao

tea set, a shadow puppet from Java, or a
hand-stitched silk quilt from Vietnam?

These exotic goodies are available at the Rice
Republic, a shop featuring Asian furniture, arti-
facts and accessories, which opened the day after
Thanksgiving at 564 Oak Grove Ave., in downtown
Menlo Park. (Longtime residents will remember
the site as the former Johnny’s Smoke Shop.)

Rice Republic is an Asian import gallery owned
by Jimmy James, a personable “Aussie” from Syd-
ney. Mr. James has been a collector of Far Eastern
merchandise for more than seven years.

He had been studying Chinese medicine and
massage in Australia and had traveled back and
forth to China a number of times. During his
travels, he became interested in starting a busi-
ness that would focus on antiques and well-made
contemporary pieces from Tibet, China and other
Asian countries,” he says.

Mr. James opened his first stores, called Eastern
Element, in Byron and Ballina, in Northern NSW,
the most eastern region of Australia. After seven
years in the Australia marketplace, he began look-
ing to expand to the United States, particularly
Silicon Valley.

While visiting the Bay Area for a friend’s birthday
party last year, he spent time exploring to find a
new location for his business. He now lives in Palo
Alto and is getting acquainted with Menlo Park.

Rice Republic is a one-man operation. Mr. James

has spiffed up the store’s interior with yellow walls
and a blue-painted floor. One wall is papered with
Chinese newspapers and centered with a colorful
150-year-old Chinese ancestral scroll. A canopy of
painted paper umbrellas covers the ceiling.

A 9-foot wooden sign board wishes good fortune
in Chinese characters. The signs are traditionally
given to a new business, says Mr. James. His sign,
which he said is approximately 280 years old, was
given to him by a business associate in Australia.

Mr. James says his merchandise is not the same
as that found in the finer furniture stores in
San Francisco’s Chinatown. “This furniture is
designed with simpler lines. It is not as elaborate
as you would find in a Chinese establishment.”

Rice Republic is the kind of store where you
need time to poke around. Wander into the back
room, stopping to check out an opium bed from
China, a beautifully hand-painted chest from
Tibet, a Balinese xylophone, or a baby’s cradle
from Indonesia. Admire the antique postcards or
colorful note and address books that would make
inexpensive Christmas gifts.

Mr. James is enthused about his new location.
“As T've been setting up the store, I've already had
many people stop in and show interest in what 'm
doing. Everyone is so friendly here,” he says.

He feels downtown Menlo Park is a good loca-
tion for his new Asian import gallery, with the
kind of clientele that will appreciate what Rice
Republic has to offer.

Rice Republic is open Monday through Satur-
day, 10:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. and by special
appointment. For more information, call Mr.
James at 716-3856. B

FEES

continued from page 15

Portola Valley’s goal of having players pay half
the costs is somewhat arbitrary, Councilman Ted
Driscoll noted, but added: “I wonder how long
Pacifica will be able to (have a no-fee program)

in the face of an ongoing water crisis.”

Little League families paid $15 per-player per-sea-
son in 2008 and will pay $40 in 2010. It’s not as if they
were paying $50 and that was boosted to a comparable
$150, Councilman Steve Toben said. “Forty dollars,
to me, in a (setting) of fresh air and sunshine for my
kid is a pretty decent investment,” he said.



HOLIDAY

FUND

By Kathleen Alexander

Director of Communications,
Ravenswood Family Health Center

at was once a quiet
clinic next to the Onetta
Harris Senior Center in

Belle Haven has, under the leader-
ship of Ravenswood Family Health
Center (RFHC), become a bustling
clinic for all ages including expect-
ant mothers, children, teens, parents
and seniors.

In addition to primary medical
care, patients can
take advantage
of RFHC'’s health
education pro-
grams, behav-
ioral counseling,

E HOLIDAY FUND

Your donation to the Holiday Fund will

help Ravenswoodis Belle Haven Clinic
provide care for uninsured and low-income
families in south San Mateo County.

“Lots of them seem clueless
about how to read the needs of
a baby, what to do when a baby
cries,” says Monica. “Many think
you should just stick a pacifier or
bottle in the baby’s mouth. I tell
them, no, you have to comfortand
hold the baby. I show them how to
swaddle the baby.”

Critically important is the edu-
cation they receive about bond-
ing, breast feeding, nutrition, and
above all protecting and nurturing
their baby.
Marianna was
prepared for
motherhood
when her baby
was born on

and public health
insurance enrollment services.

Next spring, when the new
Ravenswood Family Dentistry
clinic opens on Bay Road in East
Palo Alto, patients will also have
access to dental care.

On a recent Friday two exam
rooms were set aside, and Dr. Cyn-
thia Detata was scheduled to see
18 pregnant women. For many;, it’s
their first baby.

To ensure a healthy start, every
pregnant patient is offered one-on-
one comprehensive prenatal educa-
tion. In some instances, the young
woman has no other support.

Marianna (not her actual name)
first came to the Belle Haven Clinic
last spring. She was living in a shel-
ter for teens. She had no money and
a lot of fears about what the future
held for her.

Monica Martinez, the compre-
hensive perinatal health worker at
the Belle Haven Clinic, met with
her many times over the course
of her pregnancy as she does with
other young women.

July Fourth.

“Once the baby was born,” says
Monica, “Marianna’s parents
accepted the birth and I got to meet
her whole family. They stop by to
see me. She has a big healthy baby
that is 100 percent breastfed. She is
doing everything right.”

Alotof new patients have enrolled
at Belle Haven in the past year;
some are among the ranks of the
newly unemployed that have lost
health coverage.

“Since the summer, there has
been a 57 percent increase in the
number of Belle Haven patients
compared to the same period last
year,” says CEO Luisa Buada.

Ravenswood’s Belle Haven Clin-
ic is supported in part by the
Sequoia Healthcare District and
federal stimulus funds. Belle Haven
patients also benefit from referral
partnerships with Lucile Packard
and San Mateo medical Centera.

For more information,
call 321-0980 or go to
www.ravenswoodfhc.org.

Anonymous (13)

Doug & Judy Adams........ccoerveerrennenne **
Arnold & Sylvia Ambrosini................ 100
Gerald Anderson & Betty Howell....200
Sue Bishop 50
Lee BoUChEr ... 100
James Brice................... ...150
Kirke & Dottie Comstock..........ccccenn. **
Mary Cooper ... ..100
Paul & Anne DeCarli......c.coocenvevrreennees **
Bob & Barbara Ells .......cccooeeevrvennee 100
James E. ESposto.....cccccovvvvvererernnnnns **
Jan Fisher 50
Gale K. Fullerton .........coeoveeeecveennens 100
Gregory Gallo.......ocovvverrnceeneeeners 500

D. AUSEIN GrOSE.....vvvreereerrerererireeinne
Doug & Mary Heller
Alan Herzig & Jeanne Wohlers....... 500
Betty Howell

Carl & Barb Jacobson..
Eric & Phyllis Knudsen.
Bob & Nancy Luft..........
Lorraine Macchello .......cccoeeeueinnnee
Anne Moser
Mary Louise MOSES ......c.cecevverererrernnee **
Jim & Stephanie Nisbet.... .
Bob & Marna Page......ccccuuvuune. Rl
John & Carmen Quackenbush.
Lucy Reid-Krensky
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Rowland ..........c.......... **
Joan Ruben **

Holiday Fund Donations

Vicky Rundorff ... **
Robert & Barbara Simpson L E
John & Thelma Smith.........
Herbert & Marjorie Stone.. .
Lina T. Swisher ................ ..100

Onnolee Trapp .ococceeevereeeeeessseeeeins **
Anne Tuttle 500
Gloria Villagomez ......c.cccceevenevrernnnes 100
Mark & Karen Weitzel..........ccccouenn. 5000
Rose Wright **
Joe & Julie Zier ... 100
In honor of

Catholic Worker Houses..........ccc.uuu.... **
The Portola Valley Town Staff............ **
In memorgl of )

Frank Blum & Joseph Quilter............. 50

Joan Von Gehr........ccc.......
Esther Johnson...
Kenneth Larkin........cccccoeveveeiveiiennnes
Martin S. Seaney.......ccoveeenernninn
John & AnnMarie Sisson...
Vern Varenhorst .......coeoveverseevernnenns

Gift _
The Lund Family......cccocrevennerneerencnens 100

Totals: As of December 11, 2009,
a total of 64 donors have given
$37,040 to the Holiday Fund.

** The asterisks designate that the donor did
not want to publish the amount of the gift.

Your gift helps childre:

ﬂntributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to
programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year,
Almanac readers contributed $146,045, and with available
matching grants, over $170,000 was raised for 10 agencies
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide
numerous other services to those in need.

Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the

and others in need

P3009
OLIDAY
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extent possible, by generous community corparations, foundations,
and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally

among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the Almanac's Holiday Fund will support
these nonprofit organizations in the community

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula

Provides after-school academic support and enrichment activities
for 1,000 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses
in Menlo Park's Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and
Redwood City, and after-school programs at schools in these
communities designed to extend the learning day and supple-
ment the school's curriculum.

Ecumenical Hunger Program

Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, special
children's programs and sometimes financial assistance to families
in need, regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving
and Christmas baskets for more than 1,500 households.

Teen Talk Sexuality Education
Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help
teens make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of
teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its “Teen
Talk” program last year served thousands of youth at public
school sites in San Mateo County.

Project Read-Menlo Park

Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area.
Trained volunteers work one-to-one or in small groups to help
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effec-
tively at home, at work, and in the community. In 2007-08, a
total of 120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

Ravenswood Family Health Center

Provides primary medical care, behavioral health services and pre-
ventive health care for all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East
Palo Alto. It also operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the
22,700 registered patients, most are low-income and uninsured.

Name of donor

Second Harvest Food Bank

The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula,
Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of food
last year. It gathers donations from individuals and businesses
and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

St. Anthony's Padua Dining Room

Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and
friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by con-
tributions from the community, St. Anthony's is the largest soup
kitchen between San Francisco and San Jose. It offers groceries
to take home and distributes clothing to families.

Fair Oaks Community Center

Serves more than 2,500 households each year with services
ranging from food assistance to shelter referral to rental and crisis
assistance. The center also has a subsidized child-care program
and a fully operating senior center, and offers a variety of other
social services and programs throughout the year.

Shelter Network

Provides shortterm shelter and transitional housing services to
more than 3,700 people and children each year. Offers programs
for families and individuals to become self-sufficient and return to
permanent housing.

Youth and Family Enrichment Services

Provides many programs to help people who struggle with sub-
stance abuse, domestic violence, and mental health, relationship
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families and
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, educa-
tion, and residential services.

Amount $

Street address

City

Zip

(L) I wish to contribute anonymously.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

(1 In honor of:  [_] In memory of:

(L) Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO: TheAlmanacOnline.com

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: THE HOLIDAY FUND

Enclose this coupon and send to:

The Almanac Holiday Fund

The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025

By Credit Card: [d Visa or [d MasterCard No.

Exp. Date

Signature

The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

. The William and Flora
SILICON | community  Heylett Foundation

The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation

VALLEY | foundation

SERVING SAN MATEC) ANTY SANTA CLARA COUNTIES

Rotary Club of Menlo Park

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2009, unless the donor checks the

anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.
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AUDRIANNE CONYERS

Audrianne (“Audrey”) Conyers, 84, passed away peacefully
on December 3, 2009 at EI Camino Hospital in Mountain View,
California. She was devoted to her family and will be affectionately
remembered by us as "Gammy”.

Audrey was born in Michigan and attended the Edison Institute
located in historic Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan. The
school was founded by Henry Ford who attended morning chapel
on most school days. Audrey knew Mr. Ford personally and had
many interesting stories to share about her unique education.
She attended Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College, graduated from
Michigan State University, and later attended the University of
Michigan for graduate studies where she met her future husband
John Conyers. They were married in 1953 in Pennsylvania. In
1960, they moved to Menlo Park, California where they raised their
four girls. In 1978, they moved back briefly to Pennsylvania and
then in 1982 made a final move to the Bay Area. John passed away
in 1983. Audrey has been a resident of Los Altos, California for the
last 18 years.

We are especially grateful for the care given during the last year
and a half by the wonderful staff at Pilgrim Haven.

Audrey is survived by her children Betsy DePangher, son-in-law
Steve DePangher, Deborah Winter, Janice Chambers, son-in-law
Ken Chambers, Jaci Beering, son-in-law Jim Beering, and her
eight grandchildren.

The immediate family will hold a private service. In lieu of flowers,
a Tribute Fund in Audrey’s name has been set up at City Team
Ministries, 2304 Zanker Road, San Jose, CA 95131. Donations
should be made In Memory of Audrianne Conyers.

PAID OBITUARY
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Police arrest two on burglary charges

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

enlo Park police arrested

two young men on bur-

glary charges following a
traffic stop at Bay and Willow roads
on Dec. 9.

Officer Bob Simpson pulled over
the Nissan pick-up truck around 11
a.m. because it had a cracked wind-
shield and because it matched the
description of a suspicious vehicle
reported by a resident in the nearby
neighborhood, said Sgt. Sharon
Kaufman.

The back of the truck held a com-
puter monitor, jewelry, camerasand
other personal property — not the
sort of stuff normally kept in the
back of a truck, police said.

Although no burglary had been
reported, Sgt. Kaufman said she
went back to the area where the sus-
picious vehicle had been reported
and went door-to-door until she

m POLICE CALLS

found ahouse thathad been broken
into in the 1000 block of Berkeley
Avenue. The home’s occupants
were away at work and unaware
that they’d just been burglarized,
Sgt. Kaufman said.

Nathaniel Hernandez, 18, of East
Palo Alto was arrested and booked
into San Mateo County jail on
burglary charges. A 17-year-old
juvenile, also from East Palo Alto,
was booked into Hillcrest juvenile
facility on burglary charges. His
name is withheld due to his age.

Son of Barry Bonds
arrested in Menlo Park

The 19-year-old son of home run
king Barry Bonds was arrested in
Menlo Park on Dec. 5 after an argu-
ment with his mother, police said.

Nikolai Bonds, 19, allegedly threw

a doorknob at his mother, 45-year-
old Sun Bonds, spit in her face, and
prevented her from leaving the
home, police said.

He was booked on suspicion of
assault with a deadly weapon, van-
dalism, false imprisonment, and
assault and battery, according to
police department spokeswoman
Nicole Acker.

He is accused of causing about
$400 worth of damage, police said.

The Associated Press reported
that Mr. Bonds was released after
posting $50,000 bail Saturday
night.

Sun Bonds’ home is located in
the 1000 block of Valparaiso Ave-
nue, according to the police log.
She was divorced from Barry
Bonds in 1994, according to the
Associated Press.

Sean Howell contributed
to this report.

WiLLIAM ARTHUR CHURCHILL

Beloved husband and father, William Arthur Churchill, 75, died
November 18, 2009 in Carson City, NV, of complications from diabetes
and Parkinson’s disease. He was born June 24, 1934 to Kenneth M.
and Martha H. (Morrison) Churchill in Oakland, CA. He celebrated 54
years of marriage to his wife, Carol, whom he met while attending UC
Berkeley, where he obtained a degree in Architecture. Bill was a talented
award winning Bay Area architect, practicing from 1956 — 2009. He
held memberships in the South San Jose Kiwanis, the Half Moon Bay
Rotary, and served on the Planning Commission in Portola Valley. For
the last nine years Bill and Carol made their home in Zephyr Cove, NV,
at Lake Tahoe, a place he loved and with which he had life long family
and spiritual ties. They were world travelers throughout their marriage,
making lifelong friends along the way.

Bill is survived by his wife Carol (Nelson) Churchill, daughters
Catherine Collins of Minden, NV, Leslie Granneman of Goleta, CA, son
Christopher Churchill of Las Cruces, NM, brothers James Churchill
of Cedaredge, CO and John Churchill of Anchorage, AK, seven
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, two nieces and one nephew. He
was preceded in death by his parents. A Celebration of Life for family
and friends is being planned for Bill's birthday next June. The family
suggests that donations be sent to the American Diabetes Association
and the Michael J. Fox Foundation.
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Be sure to
SHOP LOCAL

this holiday
season
Thanks. TheAhnanaC

——j'

WARREN EDWARD SPIEKER
1919-2009

Died on December 7 at the age of 90. Born and raised in San
Francisco, Warren graduated from Stanford University, but was
a lifelong fan of Cal, his father’s alma mater. His wife of almost
67 years, June Blackaller Spieker (1921-2009), was a Cal co-ed
when they met while sailing to the South Pacific; they married in
1942. The war years were spent in Southern California at Santa
Ana Army Air Base; ‘overseas’ duty was Catalina Island where
Warren was charged with troop entertainment. His only brush
with ‘hostilities’ came while umpiring a baseball game in which
he pronounced Joe DiMaggio OUT! Following World War Il the
Spieker family had grown with a son and daughter; they settled
in their new home in Atherton and the family grew with 2 more
sons. Warren loved country living on the Peninsula and was a
lifelong local businessman, starting Menlo Motors in the “50s,
which evolved into Redwood Lease Company. He devoted
himself to his family and hosted the Kids Swim Carnival in the
backyard pool for scores of years, as well as Boys Club events
for his sons and their friends. He was a sports enthusiast as
a participant, a fan, or a cheerleader for his children. He was
immensely proud of having attended 76 consecutive Big Games,
a record that still stands. A member of Menlo Park Kiwanis, he
enthusiastically organized the City Swim Meet at Burgess Pool
gach summer in an attempt to provide wholesome competition
and entertainment for all the local kids. The Kiwanis Club
also hosted his lunchtime lectures on travel, his passion. The
memoirs of his travel years are collected in ‘Spieking of Travel’
Warren and June traveled to more than 200 countries together;
he was driven by his interest in history. Legend has it that he
gven had a dog shipped from Paris to surprise his wife who
always had a dog or 2 to complete the family.

There was always a sparkle in his eye, a toast on his lips,
and a laugh in his heart. He was a keen jokester and everyone
was fair game. He was surrounded by family and friends,
always and everywhere. He is survived by his 4 children, 13
grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren.

Inlieu of flowers, the family asks that gifts may be made to the
Kiwanis Foundation in memory of Warren Spieker. Donations
may be sent to the Kiwanis Foundation, PO. Box 311, Menlo
Park CA 94026. A memorial mass at Nativity Church in Menlo
Park is planned for family members.
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continued from page 8

even he hadn’t known when that
occurred.

In hindsight, the town should
have foreseen the need to issue
a press release and inform the
public, rather than reacting to the
disclosure, Mr. Carlson told The
Almanac.

“It’s a significant amount of
money we're talking about, and we
need to discuss how to handle it so
it (doesn’t appear to be) an under-
the-table transaction type of thing,
becauseit’s not. It’s certainly subject
to public disclosure after it’s done,”
said Mr. Carlson. “I need to have
that discussion with the attorney.”

Mr. Carlson vowed to work
on a more proactive approach to
informing residents. “The town
should be forthcoming once the
thing is finalized,” he said.

Mr. Henderson, who still works
for the town, stood trial this sum-
mer for misdemeanor criminal
charges of assault and battery
against Ms. Ortiz-Buckley. He was
found not guilty by a jury in July.

The criminal charges stemmed
from a June 3, 2008, incident
caught on videotape in which
then-Officer Ortiz-Buckley was
sitting in the police station staff
room when she said she was threat-
ened by Mr. Henderson, who then
lunged at her, according to Steve
Wagstaffe, the chief deputy district
attorney of San Mateo County.

During the trial, several other
female Atherton employees testi-
fied about sexual harassment they
had allegedly suffered from Mr.
Henderson. Mr. Henderson’s
defense attorney countered by
alleging that it was all a set-up by
Ms. Ortiz-Buckley, who was look-
ing to cash in at Mr. Henderson’s
expense. @
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Louise Barhour

Longtime Menlo Park resident

Louise Saunders Jones Barbour,
the last original resident of Edge-
wood Lane in the Oakdell Manor
development in Menlo Park, died
Nov. 9 at Stanford Medical Cen-
ter, surrounded
by her children.
She was 91.

Ms. Barbour
was born in
Morganfield,
Kentucky, and
moved to Yuba
City with her
family as a
child. The family lived on a ranch
before moving to Woodland,
where she graduated from high
school. Ms. Barbour attended
Mills College, UC Davis, and San
Jose State University.

Before World War II, she
worked in the editorial depart-
ment of the Woodland Democrat
newspaper. During the war, she
was a Red Cross volunteer at a
U.S. Army hospital near Auburn,
where she met her husband,
Richard Barbour, who was recov-
ering from wounds received in
the Battle of the Bulge.

They were married in 1947, and
in 1949 moved to Oakdell Manor
in Menlo Park. Ms. Barbour was
known for her devotion to the
neighborhood, where she lived
for 60 years, say family members.
She saw many generations come
and go and, for as long was she
was physically able, welcomed
newcomers with a smile and a pot
of homemade soup, they say.

She is survived by three daugh-
ters, Liz Barbour of Redwood
City, the Rev. Ellen Steele of

Louis Barbour

Campbell, and Molly Lashmett of
Hot Springs, Arkansas; son John
Barbour of Gloucester, Massachu-
setts; an aunt, Mildred Davis of
Atlanta, Georgia; and two grand-
children. Her husband, Richard
Barbour, died in 1984.

Robert Marsh Rowe

Retired electrical engineer
and sportsman

Robert “Bob” Rowe of Menlo
Park, who spent 24 years travel-
ing the world in his sailboat,
died peacefully Sept. 26, sur-
rounded by family and close
friends. He was 89.

A lover of the ocean, Mr. Rowe
was not only a sailor, but a scuba
diver and body surfer for most
of his adult life.

Mr. Rowe was born May 13,
1920, and raised in Rochester,
New York. He served as an
instructor at the Coast Guard
Academy in Groton, Connecti-
cut, during World War I1.

Following the service, Mr. Rowe
entered Tufts University, where he
graduated summa cum laude in
electrical engineering. Mr. Rowe
decided to accept a position at
Stanford Research Institute (now
SRI International) in Menlo Park,
say family members.

He set off for California by car
with his first wife, Pauline Rowe,
and their daughter, Helen.

Mr. Rowe worked and con-
sulted for a number of companies,
ultimately working for Stanford
Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC)
until his retirement at age 60.

A “tinkerer,” Mr. Rowe collect-
ed and restored antique clocks
and enjoyed doing home and
auto repairs.

After retiring at 60, Mr. Rowe
sailed the seas with his wife,

Jeanie. They circumnavigated the
Earth, often living on their sail-
boat for months in exotic ports.

Mr. Rowe is survived by his
wife, Jeanie; daughters Helena
Rowe and April Holman; and
two grandchildren.

Audrianne Conyers

Former Menlo Park resident

Audrianne “Audrey” Conyers
died peacefully on Dec. 3 at El
Camino Hospital in Mountain
View. She was 84.

Born in Michigan, Ms. Cony-
ers attended the Edison Institute
in historic Greenfield Village in
Dearborn, Michigan. The school
was founded by Henry Ford, who
attended morning chapel on most
school days. Ms. Conyers knew
Mr. Ford personally and shared
many stories about her unique
education, say family members.

She attended St. Mary-of-the-
Woods College and graduated
from Michigan State University.
While taking graduate studies at
the University of Michigan, she
met her future husband, John
Conyers. They were married in
1953 and moved to Menlo Park
in 1960, where they raised their
four daughters.

For the past 18 years, Ms.
Conyers has been a resident of
Los Altos.

She is survived by her children,
Betsy DePangher, Deborah Win-
ter, Janice Chambers, and Jaci
Beering; and eight grandchildren.
John Conyers died in 1983.

Services will be private. A trib-
ute fund in Ms. Conyers’ name
has been set up at City Team
Ministries, 2304 Zanker Road,
San Jose, CA 95131. Donations
should be made in memory of
Audrianne Conyers.

SARAH HARMONY SULLIVAN, 76

Sarah, Sally to all of her friends and Nonni to her grandsons,
passed away December 8, 2009. She was surrounded by her
family in her Menlo Park home of forty four years.

Sally was born November 27, 1933 in Washington D.C. to Maj.
Gen. John W. (Jazz) and Marion B. Harmony. Many of her fondest
memories were of the time that she spent with her parents, She
remained a devoted daughter throughout her lifetime.

Sally graduated fromhigh school from Marymount International
in Rome, Italy. She received her B.A from the University of
Maryland, where she served as President of the Delta Gamma
Sorority and was chosen to be a Cherry Blossom Princess. She
began her career as a teacher in New Jersey and went on to
teach at Sarah Dix Hamlin in San Francisco. After taking time
off to raise her two children, she returned to teaching at Trinity
Parish School in Menlo Park. Upon retirement, she continued to
pursue her love of literacy by tutoring students in her home and
volunteered at the Oak Knoll Library for twenty years.

Sally loved music and was a patron of the San Francisco
Symphony for over twenty five years. She shared the passion for
music with her grandson by introducing him to the Ragazzi Boys
Chorus. She was a devoted gardener, a gourmet cook, an avid
reader and cultured traveler. For over thirty years, she enjoyed the
serenity she found in the family's vacation home in Lake Tahoe.

Sally was married to her beloved husband Thomas J. Sullivan
for 45 years. She was a devoted mother to her children Carrol
and Stephen. She adored her grandchildren, John and Matthew.
She is survived by her husband, children, son-in-law Robert
Cleveland, grandchildren, brother-in-law Gerald Sullivan S.J.,
sister-in-law Angela Sullivan and her many nieces and nephews.
Sally was a generous and loyal friend who will be dearly missed.

A memorial will be held in her honor at Holy Trinity Parish
in Menlo Park at 2:00 PM on December 19, 2009. A private
interment will take place at the Santa Clara Mission Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made in her name to: The Ragazzi
Boys Chorus, 20 N. San Mateo Dr., Suite 9 San Mateo, CA. 94401.
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son, brother and dear friend.

GARY MITCHELL LAMPERT
January 5, 1951- November 21, 2009

Gary Lampert, a
life long
Menlo  Park/Atherton,
Ca., lived life to the
He was taken
from us unexpectedly
on November 21, 2009
and will be forever held

in our hearts as a father,

fullest.

A graduate of Woodside High School, he went on

along with family and friends. He had an adventurous
soul. Much of his time was spent traveling the world,
working on his planes, riding motorcycles, and relaxing
with a good book. He had the ability to light up a room
with his infectious smile and quick wit.

Those left to treasure his memories are son
Joshua of Atherton, Ca., parents Roland and Audrey
Lampert of Woodside, Ca., siblings David Lampert
of Atherton, Ca., Julie Bell of Atherton, Ca., nephews
Tyler, Jordan and Cameron Bell of Atherton, Ca., his
uncles Bob Bernstein (Phyliss) of Kansas City, Mo.,

resident of

to attend the University of Oregon to receive his B.S.
in Political Science, and Western State University
School of Law where he received his Juris Doctorate.
His true passion was found in the sky as an avid pilot
for over thirty years with multiple aircraft ratings. He
was a devoted attorney, practicing law in Redwood
City before getting into real estate development with
his father Roland and brother David.

Gary adored spending time with his son Joshua

Arvin Bernstein of Scottsdale, Ar. and cousins Steven,
Susan and David of Kansas City, Mo.

A Memorial service will be held at 11:00 AM
Tuesday December 22, 2009 at Menlo Circus Club,
190 Park Ln. Atherton, Ca. 94027. In lieu of flowers,
the family has asked that donations be made to Family
Service Agency of San Mateo County, 24 2nd Ave. San
Mateo, Ca. 94401 or your favorite charity.
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For Menlo, more work to be done

Park and many other Peninsula cities and fire districts are find-
ing that their labor contracts are more than they can bear.

Increasingly covered with what appear to some residents as lav-
ish health and retirement benefits, many union workers today
cost cities well into the six figures every year, even after they retire.
These are sums that can easily eclipse the median wage level of the
private sector for a similar job. And as cities and special districts try
to cope with shrinking revenues
from property and sales taxes,
they understandably look to
municipal unions for wage roll-
backs or at least agreements that
hold the line on costs.

The city of Menlo Park recently did just that when negotiators
worked a deal with the middle managers’ union. The agreement
will hold off pay and benefit increases, saving a modest amount
in the short term, but it also will trim costs when new employ-
ees join the workforce. More important, and significant, is the
city’s hope to make this agreement a model for the 152 Service
Employees International Union (SEIU) members, whose con-
tract is under discussion now. The SEIU represents more than
half of the city’s employees, and has already publicly volunteered
a two-year salary freeze.

Until recently, Menlo Park has been relatively blase about seeking
major concessions from its unions, but the downturn has brought
much more scrutiny of the salaries and benefits of municipal work-
ers. Despite its healthy reserves, Menlo Park needs to take a hard
look at the salaries and lifetime health and retirement benefits that
are costly now but that will just keep growing in the years ahead.
In many cases, the city bases its compensation on what is paid for

It is no surprise that in the current economic downturn, Menlo

EDITORIAL

The opinion of The Almanac

similar jobs by similar-sized cities on the Peninsula.

Municipal employees who have spent 30 years with the city can
retire at age 55 with 81 percent of their highest salary, which in
some cases is over $100,000 a year. Police and fire personnel can
receive 90 percent of their highest pay after 30 years, and retire at
age 50.

In an Almanac guest opinion last week the chief of the Central
Labor Council put a human spin on this debate, saying municipal
employees work hard for their money and provide services that are
vital to all residents of a community. These workers are not villains,
as some critics make them out to be.

That is correct, but in the current economic climate, all munici-
pal unions (as well as department heads and the city manager)
must put aside their contract demands and work to reduce labor
costs, even if that means foregoing a pay increase. These days,
workers in the private sector are lucky to have jobs at all, let alone
jobs that include lucrative retirement and health care benefits,
which long ago were given up for 401 (k) plans and high co-pays at
the doctor’s office.

Top union officials must recognize, as some have, that times have
changed, and that even as the local economy recovers, municipal
governments will continue to struggle under the burden of ever-
greater personnel costs due to rising health care costs and Baby
Boom retirements. Menlo Park is on the right track to hold down
the cost of its middle managers, but there is much more to be done.
The SEIU must accept a similar deal, and then the city needs to find
a strategy to hold the line on salaries and benefits in its public safety
departments when contracts are renewed in the next few years.

Given the comparisons with other Peninsula cities, that will not
be easy, but unless something is done, today’s tight budgets will
look like a walk in the park in the years ahead.

LETTERS

Our readers write

Atherton building fees
excessive

Editor:

T'have been a resident of Atherton
for four years. ITam notabuilder but
I have undertaken a few modest
improvement projects at my home,
and have been subject to what many
perceive as overreaching regula-
tions and fees imposed by the City
Council.

I agree with your Dec. 9 editorial
suggesting the Atherton Council
rescind the extreme road impact
fees at the Dec. 16 meeting. Also
on the agenda, the council can vote
to rescind or revise the extreme
“drainage criteria” which require
private homeowners to install min-
iature public works projects in their
backyards at a cost of $50,000 —
$100,000 because the town lacks
a sufficient drainage system of
sewers. These rules are foisted on
projects involving as little as 5,000

Our Regional Heritage

In this scene from 1942, Atherton Police Officer Leroy Hubbard and town librarian Mrs. John Farrell,
seated, at left, shared the same room. Today, the quarters are occupied by the Atherton Heritage
Association, which is open Tuesday from 10 a.m. until noon.

Atherton Heritage Association

the editor in the subject line.

MAIL or deliver to:
Editor at the Almanac,
3525 Alameda de las Pulgas,
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

CALL the Viewpoint desk at
854-2690, ext. 222.

square feet of construction or hard-
scaping. What’s worse, the hom-
eowner must sign up for unlimited
legal risk and other costs associated
with these projects in the form of
the “maintenance agreement.”
Both the 40 percent road impact
fee and the increased drainage cri-
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teria were approved in 2007 by 4-1
votes of the council, with member
Charles Marsala opposed. A review
of council minutes from 2007 shows
that both measures were not scruti-
nized by the council very carefully.
Town staff members promised the
council repeatedly that they would

provide a report about the drainage
criteria, but never did.

After talking to other residents
who have paid these fees and been
subject to the drainage criteria, we
organized a group of more than a
dozen homeowners. We spoke at
the October meeting, then were

put on the agenda for November.
We waited until 11 p.m. to speak at
the November council meeting and
then the meeting was ended in the
middle of our item and rescheduled
for Dec. 8. That meeting was subse-

See LETTERS, next page
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quently and inexplicably canceled
without full review by the council.
I encourage others beginning
construction or who believe in fair
laws to join our group and attend
the meeting. We are the Citizens
for Responsible Drainage in Ather-
ton; you can find us on Facebook
or e-mail me at venverloh@gmail.
com
Jon Venverloh
Marymont Avenue, Atherton

Granddaughter in awe
of Tommy Simpson

Editor:

My grandmother was the
most amazing woman. She was,
and will continue to be a great
inspiration to me. I am eternally
grateful that I was able to be
there for her over the last few
months.

At first T was at her home
every other day to help with the
cats, and then, full time when
she grew more dependent. I can
only hope I was able to make her
last days as special as she made
them for me.

She regaled me with stories
about her life in the Valley, the
special trips she was lucky to
take (like riding elephants on a
tiger reserve in India), and even
that she met Amelia Earhart at
Ogontz!

I'loved her dry sense of humor
and sharp wit and enjoyed
writing snazzy comments in
her diary for her. Although she
needed help with getting around
during her last days, she was still
extremely independent, even
letting me know when I was try-

By Rich Cline

Il great cities can be defined by their
past decisions.

Almost four decades ago, Menlo
Park city leaders rejected a proposed Willow
Expressway freeway connection that would
take cars from U.S. 101 to Interstate 280
along what is now Willow Road.

Three decades ago, when the old Marsh
Road dump closed, city leaders seized an
opportunity to take ownership of that land
and transform it into a 160-acre park.

These two seemingly simple acts

New MP mayor shares his vision

and designed by people in this community to
pass on the experience to their children, and
SO On.

Think about your homeowners’ asso-
ciations and the local religious communities
and how dedicated they have been to helping
improve neighborhoods and communi-
ties. Think about the schools and all of the
dedicated people who give of their time and
resources to create flourishing foundations
for our children. The parents and fundrais-
ers, teachers and coaches, mentors and tutors
make our schools work.

Of course the people who

help illustrate how the decisions we
make as a community can define
our town for decades to come.

The quality of life in our great
city and in this region at large is
unique. Most of us feel very for-
tunate to call this home and that
is a tribute to past city leaders and
community members.

Think about what defines our
quality of life.

GUEST
OPINION

serve as our police and fire person-
nel provide the security that lies at
the core of a great quality of life.
Menlo Park is neither an
organization nor an institution. It
is a community of people who have
worked for years to build and pro-
tect our town so that we can pass the
baton to our children. It is our duty
to protect that quality of life and to
find ways to improve and pass it on

Our trees are amazing. But the
trees are defined by the people who
planted and protect those trees.

Our downtown has been built by local
residents and business owners who put in
the time and effort to create better pedestrian
opportunities and more accessible store-
fronts.

Our parks were designated and purchased

to future community members to
carry forward.

As a community, we have to unify on large
decisions and put some of our differences
aside for the bigger picture.

In this coming year we will continue to face
unprecedented economic challenges. We must
set a new economic direction for our city, one
based upon a long-term, sustainable and bal-

anced budget. We need to get our financial
house in order.

This plan will be underscored by our labor
negotiations. We will achieve a new balance
between our revenues and the costs of our
services so that we can continue to provide the
community enrichment that defines us, but
do it at a level that does not strain us beyond
our resources.

We have great needs in our infrastructure.
We must secure resources for substantial long-
term infrastructure upgrades.

As a community we will tackle the largest
proposed commercial development project
in our city’s history — the Menlo Gateway
Project. Ultimately we need to determine how
we balance benefits of development with our
city’s delicate ecosystem.

Together we will have to decide what we
want to become and preserve for the next 25
to 30 years in our downtown and El Camino
corridor as the specific plan takes shape. With
a nod to the folks who brought us here, we
need to provide the same vision for our chil-
dren and our future residents and leaders.

Finally, we will have to continue to weigh
the potential of high-speed rail and the
impacts of the greatest rail project in 100
years on a small town such as Menlo Park.

So make no mistake about it, these are
indeed challenging times. We can make the
right decisions. We can pass forward a better
community to the next generation if we work
together, challenge each other and accept
that change is necessary.

It won’t be easy. But great cities don’t come
easy.

ing to be too helpful.

One day, she was trying to
turn the television off with
the telephone and accidentally
pressed the 911 button. When
the police showed up 10 minutes
later and determined everything
was fine, grandmother and I had
a good laugh and a funny story
to tell.

handicaps that come with age, Touching story ahout and her horse Claudius were pic-

and when she passed peace- P tured in the story. She has indeed

fully Nov. 25 she inadvertently ;g!:es"lan shuftle been riding with Nancy since she
itor:

taught me not to fear my own
mortality. T will forever love
and miss my grandmother, and
friend, Tommy Simpson. I hope
I have inherited even half of her
remarkable qualities.
Annika Simpson
Menlo Park

Thanks to Maggie Mah Johnson
and The Almanac for publishing
the lovely story on Nancy Hey and
her relocation from the Stanford
Red Barn Equestrian Center to Ed
Cohn’s Rancho Viejo.

My daughter Allison Littlefield

She wasn’t bothered by the

By Rose Jacobs Gibson

he more things change during the
economic crisis, the more they stay
the same.
Successful communities are

Gateway offers rare opportunity

lo Gateway project proposed by the Bohan-
non Development Co. of Menlo Park is a
prime example of a sustainable, innovative
project that would greatly benefit the cities

within my supervisorial district

still built on a strong foundation
of sustainability, equality, and
innovation. These core values
provide the most effective local
stimulus package to fuel the eco-
nomic engine for San Mateo and
Santa Clara counties.

East Palo Alto’s Ravenswood
101/IKEA project and the Uni-
versity Circle developments rep-
resent fine examples of sustain-

GUEST
OPINION

and Silicon Valley.

From a jobs and social
justice perspective, the proj-
ect creates a desirable mix of
construction, hotel, restaurant,
office, and high-tech jobs. Fur-
thermore, the Bohannon family
has signed an agreement with
JobTrain to offer available jobs to
local residents first. This means
that residents of the Belle Haven

able, equitable innovation that
provide well paying, local jobs.
Also, the city benefits enormously from
the tax revenues. I am grateful that the
city and voters had the political leadership
and foresight to approve these ambitious
projects.

Menlo Park now has the chance to take
similar positive economic steps. The Men-

neighborhood and southern
San Mateo County will benefit
directly from this project.

The Menlo Gateway project will also
become a model for sustainable and green
development. The project is being built to
impeccable environmental standards and
will transform the current site into a model
for socially responsible design. The green

aspects of the project can be seen at www.
MenloGateway.com.

Finally, these tough economic times
mean difficult budget times for every
governmental entity in the state and Bay
Area. Tax and fee increases cannot and
should not be the only answer to solve
our budget shortfalls. We should con-
sider economic opportunities that bring
in new revenues for our county, cities and
schools. The Menlo Gateway project, like
the Ravenswood 101 and University Circle
projects, will be a net positive tax benefit to
local governments and stimulate the local
economy during a difficult time.

This is a challenging time. I continue to

hear stories of families struggling to pro-
vide for their families. Also, elected leaders
everywhere are facing difficult service and
job cuts. Yet, challenge represents oppor-
tunity, and this project is a tremendous
opportunity to provide 21st century jobs,
tax revenue, and environmental leader-
ship.
County Supervisor Rose Jacobs Gib-
son represents Menlo Park, East Palo
Alto, Redwood City, and unincorporated
North Fair Oaks.

was 7 years old. Nancy’s teach-
ing style has taught my daughter
not only equestrian skills but
life skills — cooperation, goal-
setting, teamwork, the patience to
weather setbacks, and the impor-
tance of a positive attitude.

I also want to say a few things
about Ed Cohn. When Nancy’s
students and clients heard the
news that Strideaway Farms had
to leave Stanford, there was a great
deal of worry and distress. Ed
welcomed the Strideaway Farms
family to Rancho Viejo, turning
distress into enthusiasm.

Life goes in a circle. My daugh-
ter’s father, the late Jacques Little-
field, became friends with Ed
Cohn in 1973 when Jacques pur-
chased Pony Tracks Ranch, where
Ed was working. Thirty-six years
later, Allison is looking forward to
learning roping skills from Ed in
the spring.

Liz Ditz
La Questa Way, Woodside

Be sure to

SHOP LOCAL
this holiday
season

Thanks.
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REDEFINING QUALITY SINCE 1990
Reading between the emotional line makes the
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difference between finding a house and a home.

S $3,695,000
Stunning Cape Cod home, custom built in 1996. 4bd/4.5ba.
Magnificent architectural details. Serene garden spaces.

Barbara Williams
650.209.1519

bwilliams@apr.com

Carol, Rosemary
& Nicole
650.543.1184

teamcrn@apr.com

PALO ALTO
Stunningly remodeled 3 bedroom, 3.5 bath home in lovely
Crescent Park neighborhood.

$3,295,000

Dean Asbomo
650.255.2147

dasborno@apr.com

PORTOLA VALLEY $1,498,000
150 Fawn Lane — Sold! Rare, enchanted setting with private
drive leading to custom 3bd/2ba home.

Marybeth
Dorst

650.543.1227
mdorst@

apr.com

John
Gerber
650.543.1235
jgerber@
apr.com

i -
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MENLO PARK
Updated with the finest materials, this 4bd home is located in
Suburban Park. Top Menlo Park Schools.

Nick Granoski
650.269.8556

ngranoski@apr.com

MENLO PARK $849,000
Suburban Park home with gourmet kitchen, dual pane win-
dows and oak floors.

LOS ALTOS

REALTORS

Patricia Robison &
Ursula Cremona
650.209.1620/ 650.209.1621

probison@apr.com
ucremona@apr.com

PALO ALTO $3,395,000
Handsome 5bd/4.5ba Colonial-style home with majestic for-
mal entry in highly sought-after Old Palo Alto.

Maggie Heilman
650.543.1185

mheilman@apr.com

T

MENLO PARK

$1,975,000
Fabulous newer 4 bedroom home on great street in West
Menlo Park. Spacious and bright.

Nick Granoski
650.269.8556

ngranoski@apr.com

PALO ALTO $1,398,000
Beautifully remodeled 3bd/2ba Midtown home with fabulous
gourmet kitchen.

Lizabeth Rhodes
650.543.1066

Irhodes@apr.com

PALO ALTO $975,000

2bd/1ba cottage nestled in a storybook haven and located in
the heart of Palo Alto.

Lynn Wilson Roberts
650.209.1563

Iwilsonroberts@apr.com

SAN CARLOS Price Upon Request
Coming soon! Charming 3bd/2.5ba home built in 1926.
Beautifully remodeled with new kitchen + updates.

167 S San Antonio Road 650.941.1111 | PALO ALTO 578 University Avenue 650.323.1111

MENLO PARK 1550 El Camino Real, Ste 100 650.462.1111
APR COUNTIES | Santa Clara | San Mateo | San Francisco | Alameda | Contra Costa | Monterey | Santa Cruz
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