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As the old year ends, 
it’s time to break out 

the bubbly

A toast to the season
[Page 11]
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DECEMBER 2009

from
The Almanac Staff

Holiday 
Greetings



.

Celebrating 
the season
Decking the entrance 
sign to Westridge with 
holiday greens is a 
decades-old tradition of 
the Westridge Garden 
Club in Portola Valley. 
The club was founded 
in March 1960 by Jean 
Lane, her mother-
in-law, Ruth Lane, 
Louise Curtis, and 
Nelle Whipple. Brenda 
Lane Munks, Jean’s 
daughter, is a third-
generation member. 
After 50 years, two of 
the founding members, 
Ms. Lane and Ms. 
Curtis, are still active 
in the club, which plans 
a celebration luncheon 
in March to honor 
members, past and 
present.

ALPINE /WEST MENLO PARK

Baseball and Softball registration is open 

Alpine Little League also offers recreational girls softball for 5-14 year olds 
who live in Menlo Park, Portola Valley, Woodside and Atherton. 

Please register online for softball only at:
http://www.eteamz.com/amasoftball/index.cfm

T-BALL, COACH PITCH, PITCHING MACHINE, MINORS (AA & AAA), 
MAJORS, SOFTBALL & JUNIORS/SENIORS 

Please visit the League website for online baseball registration and 
information, all divisions:  

http://www.eteamz.com/alpine/index.cfm 

Registration questions?  Contact the Alpine Little League Registrar at: 
alpinelittleleague@gmail.com

(Please contact division commissioners with all non-registration related questions.)

REGISTRATION SCHEDULE:  
Returning Majors: Registration closes December 18, 2009 
Minors: Registration closes January 6, 2010
Players who wish to tryout for Majors: Registration closes January 6, 2010
Softball: Registration closes January 31, 2010 
All other divisions: Registration closes mid-February

OPENING DAY IS MARCH 20TH!

Watch your parents blossom!

  

Daily Health Monitoring ♦ Exercise ♦ Th erapies 

Socializing ♦ Music ♦ Arts ♦ Gardening 

Nutritious Lunch ♦ Local Transportation ... and more!

Th e Family Choice for Adult Day Care
270 Escuela Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040

(650) 289-5499   www.avenidas.org
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3015 Woodside Road Woodside,650-851-1511 
4420 Alpine Road Portola Valley, 650-851-1711

Open 6:30AM - 8PM

A TOWN MARKET PLACE

GROCERY
On Sale

PRODUCE
Fresh

DELI
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Sale Dates:  Dec. 23, 24, 26 www.robertsmarket.com

BREYER’S  ALL NATURAL ICE CREAM 
1.5 Quart  

$369

CARR’S TABLE WATER CRACKERS 
4oz. – Also cracked pepper – Whole Wheat 

$249

PELOPONNESE PITTED KALAMATA OLIVES 
11oz. – Also Whole 

$399

SWISS MISS COCOA WITH MARSHMALLOWS
12 Count – Also No Sugar 

$199
VANITY FAIR DINNER NAPKINS $199
40 Count – Also all occasion

MEAT
Robert’s Homemade!

PRIME TOP SIRLOIN STEAKAKK
$ 598

lb.

$$$$ 66669999

$239

ROBERTS HARDWARE & TACK
3044 Woodside Road • 851-1084

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6:00, Sat. 8:00-6:00, Sun. 9:00-5:00

 

Tender

BLUE LAKE BEANS

For the holiday table

RED YAMS                                             79¢
 lb.

Delicious, seedless

SATSUMA MANDARINS 
 $199

 lb.

Best for pie 

LARGE GRANNY SMITH APPLES                99¢
 lb 

CLOVER UNSALTED 
SWEET BUTTER 
1 lb. cubed – Also salted

99¢
lb.

WINE

Chartron-Taillet “Sainte-Anne”
 N/V
Reg. $43.99 Sale $38.99
Barnaut “Grande Reserve”, 
Grand Cru
Reg. $47.99 Sale $42.99
Pierre Peters Blanc de Blancs, 
Grand Cur
Reg. $49.99 Sale $44.99
Jacquesson Cuvee #733, 
Brut N/V
Reg. $61.99     Sale $54.99

Soutiran Rose’, Grand Cru
Reg. $67.99 Sale $59.99
Soutiran “Perle Noire”, 
Brut Grand Cru
Reg. $68.99 Sale $61.99

Sale prices are net and do not qualify 
for further discount.

NEW YORK STEAK 
$1198

 lb

FRESH DUNGENESS CRAB MEAT 
$2698

 lb

PRIME RIB WITH BONE 
$998

 lb

  Champagne

B

th h lid t bl

                   

SSSS                      

MMEEAT

                          

WINTER GLOVES

Limited to Stock on Hand

Let Us Plan Your Let Us Plan Your 

New Year Celebration!New Year Celebration!

• Party Platters
• Meat & Cheeses

• Imported Cheeses
• Pates

• Crudite with dips
• Hors d’oeuvres

Happy New Year from the Staff at 
Roberts Market – Happy Healthy 2010!

Limited to Stock on Hand

30%
OFF

FrFrFrrFrFrFF eesesesseshhhhh

10% Wine 
Discount 

on 6 Bottles
Effective immediately, Roberts is offering 

a 10% discount on the purchase of 6, or 

more, bottles of regularly priced wines. 

Red tag sale prices excluded. 



By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

T
here has been no shortage of newspaper headlines in 
the week since the release of a report on the Califor-
nia high-speed rail project, estimating higher fares 

and higher costs.
 “Time to drop high-speed rail in California,” the Media 
News Group opined. “Business plan shows deceit of bullet 
train push,” the San Diego Union-Tribune wrote.
 “Let’s stop this train now” was the blunt headline of an edito-
rial in the Dec. 18 Daily Post.
 The sharp reactions to the plan came largely as the result of 
three revised projections: an increase in one-way fares from 
San Francisco to Los Angeles (from $55 to $104.75, or from 
50 percent of current airfare costs to 83 percent, respec-
tively); a concomitant 29 percent decline in ridership; and 
an increase in cost from $33.8 billion to $42.6 billion.
 The High-Speed Rail Authority worked quickly to tamp 
reports of escalating prices, saying the higher fare estimates 

are based on one of many possible assumptions, and that 
the agency’s board will have sole discretion to set fares when 
the Los Angeles-to-San Francisco stretch of the rail line 
opens (scheduled for 2020).
 The rail authority attributed the cost increase largely to a 
new calculation method to account for inflation, and esti-
mated the “real cost” increase at only 7.2 percent.
 The agency is “years away from making any determina-
tion on the cost of a ticket to ride the train — and that 
decision will be made publicly with the public’s input,” 
Jeff Barker, deputy director of communications for the 
rail authority, wrote in a press release following reports of 
new projected fare costs.
 It’s certainly possible that people have overreacted to the 
numbers in the plan, as Mr. Barker seems to imply.
 Still, a few simple questions linger about why those num-
bers changed, and what the new estimates mean for the 
future of the project.
 For one, why weren’t California voters presented with the 
higher cost and price estimates before they passed Proposi-
tion 1A in November 2008, approving $9.95 billion in bond 
funding for the project? 
 The fare estimate jumped because “of the importance of 
increasing the amount of private sector funding,” accord-

ing to the business plan, which relies on $10 billion to $12 
billion in private funding. The method of estimating costs 
changed because the application for federal stimulus funds 
required it, and because the new method is “more credible” 
than the old.
 But wasn’t it just as important to obtain that funding in 
November 2008 as it is in December 2009? And wasn’t the 
new cost-calculation method just as credible then as it is 
now?
 Elizabeth Alexis, co-founder of the group Californians 
Advocating Responsible Rail Design (CARRD), asks why 
the decision to use the higher fare estimate wasn’t made 
by the board of directors, instead of the consultants who 
drafted the business plan.
 “Fare policy is a major decision, and it should have been dis-
cussed by the board at a public meeting — instead of made by 
consultants responsible for getting the business plan finished, 
or by board members behind closed doors,” Ms. Alexis wrote 
in an e-mail.
 How would the rail authority respond? We don’t know. Mr. 
Barker did not return several requests for comment.
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High-speed rail: Is this what you voted for?
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■ New business plan for high-speed rail 
project raises new questions and leaves 
old ones unanswered, rail watchers say.

Confusion over solar panels 
leaves Menlo Park with bill
By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

C
onstruction on a new 
gymnasium in Menlo 
Park’s Civic Center will be 

under way shortly, but whether 
it will feature solar panels is 
suddenly an open question.
 When the City Council 
approved the project in July, 
city management said that Palo 
Alto real estate heavyweight and 
major Stan-
ford donor 
John Arril-
laga, who has 
offered to pay 
the bulk of 
construction 
costs for the 
facility, had 
also agreed 
to provide the 
solar panels.
 At the Dec. 15 council meet-
ing, however, Public Works 
Director Kent Steffens said he 
had since learned that the solar 
panels were not within the scope 
of Mr. Arrillaga’s donation. He 
did not say whether Mr. Arril-
laga had changed his mind, or 
whether there had been a mis-
understanding at the outset.
 If the city decides to install the 
solar panels, the $144,000 bud-
geted for them would now come 
out of proceeds from the voter-
approved bond measure that is 

funding $7.3 million in design, 
construction and other costs. At 
the urging of Councilman John 
Boyle and the unanimous agree-
ment of the council, the city 
will conduct a thorough study 
to determine whether the pan-
els make sense at that location 
before making a final decision 
on whether to install them.
 While according to Mr. Stef-
fens the solar panels would 

provide only 
a “small por-
tion” of the 
b u i l d i n g ’s 
e lec t r ic i t y, 
their instal-
lation would 
help the 
building to 
attain the 
LEED Sil-

ver certification from the U.S. 
Green Building Council that the 
builders are striving for. The city 
has already budgeted $250,000 
for the LEED certification pro-
cess.
 “We need to understand how 
much we’re willing to spend for 
a real return in terms of lower-
ing costs, versus a nice symbolic 
gesture — though there’s value 
in that, too,” said Mr. Boyle, 
who voted against the earlier 
decision to complete the certifi-

‘I wouldn’t begin to say that 
(Mr. Arrillaga) changed his 
mind, or that staff made 

a mistake. It doesn’t really 
matter to me.’

COUNCILMAN JOHN BOYLE

See RAIL, page 8

See SOLAR, page 8

Retiring custodian a man of many hats

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Wearing one of his many memorable hats, Carl Jones (seated, second from right), is congratulated by 
parents on his retirement after 15 years of service as Laurel School’s custodian and crossing guard. 

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n his 15 years as custodian 
and crossing guard at Lau-
rel school in Atherton, Carl 

Jones managed to make himself 
indispensable. Mr. Jones, who 
may be best known outside the 
Laurel community for the col-
lection of wild hats that he dons 
for daily crossing guard duty, is 

retiring. His last day was Friday, 
Dec. 18.
 “My life was so much easier 
at Laurel because of Carl,” said 
former principal Nancy Hen-
dry. “I’m filled with so much 
gratitude. He is going to be 
sorely missed.”
 Ms. Hendry, who recently 
retired herself, paid tribute to 
Mr. Jones at the Dec. 8 board 
meeting of the Menlo Park City 

School District, where Mr. Jones 
was honored with a resolution 
honoring his service and a cus-
tom barbecue tools kit from the 
Menlo Park-Atherton Education 
Foundation. 
 Outside of his regular school 
duties, Mr. Jones donated a 
barbecued rib dinner to the 
school foundation’s annual 

See CARL, page 8



By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

A
therton’s road-impact fee, 
which has pumped near-
ly $5 million into road 

repairs in the past nine years, is 
no more. After the city attorney 
told the City Council it is of 
“questionable legality,” the coun-
cil rescinded the controversial 
fee, which is charged to builders 
and meant to fund construction-
related damage to roads.
 The Atherton City Council 
voted 5-0 at its Dec. 16 meeting 
to stop charging the fee upon the 
advice of City Attorney Wynne 
Furth. Refunds will be sent out 
to anyone who has paid it in 
the past 90 days, or who paid it 

under protest. 
 There’s still an open question as 
to whether more refunds will be 
given. The council plans to take 
up that issue in the new year.
 State law is contradictory on 
the topic of road-impact fees, 
which are authorized under 
one set of rules, but not allowed 
under another, said Ms. Furth.
 “It’s sufficiently uncertain that 
it’s in the town’s best interest to 
repeal it,” she told the council.
 The fee has been in place since 
2000. Heavy trucks working at 
residential construction projects 
do serious and expensive dam-
age to the town’s roads, affecting 
them in a way that passenger 
vehicles do not, Atherton offi-
cials have said.

 The town apparently used an 
illegal method of raising the fee 
in 2007, tying the road-impact 
fee increase to an increase in 
building permit fees, rather than 
conducting a cost-nexus study, as 
required, said Ms. Furth. 
 The $5 million raised by the 
fee in the past nine years has 
greatly improved the condition 
of Atherton’s roads, according to 
Duncan Jones, the town’s public 
works director. Nearly all the 
money that’s been collected has 
already been spent, so Atherton 
officials will be hard-pressed to 
finance any further refunds. 
 The notion that the town 
might issue refunds only for 
road fees collected in the past 
90 days did not sit well with sev-
eral members of the public who 
spoke at the Dec. 16 meeting.
 “Clearly, you need to rescind 
the fee and look at a more 
equitable way of refunding the 
fee,” said Atherton resident Jeff 
Wise. “You can’t say, ‘Yeah, it’s 
of questionable legality but we’re 
keeping the money.’”
 Atherton resident Carol Fla-
herty told the council that she’s 
been saying that the fee was 
illegal since 2008. Eventually, 
the town’s lack of action led her 
to hire an attorney of her own, 
she said.
 “We trusted you to do the 
right thing. We trusted you to 
follow the law, and we shouldn’t 

 Dave Burow, Woodside’s 
new mayor, came away with 
no major injuries after the 
small plane he was traveling in 
made an emergency landing in 
mountainous Truckee at about 
5:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 13.
 Mr. Burow had flown there 
with a pilot friend to go skiing, 
Town Manager Susan George 
said. Weather conditions led 
to an emergency landing in a 
snow field, she said.
 “Dave is OK. His back hurts 
and he has some aches and 
pains, but is otherwise doing 
well,” Ms. George said in an 
e-mail, adding that Mr. Burow 
said he would rather not talk 
publicly about the incident.
 The plane, a single-engine 
TBM 850, had lined up with a 
runway at the Truckee Tahoe 
Airport but landed a quarter-
mile short in several feet of 
snow, Capt. Harwood Mitchell 
of the Truckee Police Depart-
ment told The Almanac. Vis-
ibility was limited, he added.
 With the plane in five feet 
of snow, Mr. Burow and pilot 
Charles Simmons of Los Altos 

Hills got out and walked 200 
yards to Highway 267 and flagged 
down a police officer, Truckee 
Sgt. Dan Johnston said.
 The cabin, he said, “looked 
very intact,” but the plane had 
“moderate damage,” sheared off 
the tops of several small trees and 

came to rest between two large 
trees. “They were pretty lucky to 
have come down the way they 
did,” Sgt. Johnston said.
 The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration and National Trans-
portation Safety board are 
investigating, police said.
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TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062 

INVITES APPLICATIONS
FOR COMMITTEES

BICYCLE COMMITTEE
Meets third Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed 

for two-year term.
The Committee advises and recommends to the Town Council 

on the policies for planning, developing, maintaining, and usage 

of Town’s bikeways system.

CONSERVATION AND  
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Monday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; appointed for 

two-year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Planning 

Commission, and staff on conservation, open space, noise, 

public services and facilities as pertaining to the elements of the 

Town’s General Plan.

LIVESTOCK AND  
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Wednesday of each month; 5:30 p.m.; appointed for 

two-year term.

The Committee advises the Planning Director on applications 

for commercial stable permits, dog kennel permits, and 

exception requests to the private stable regulations.

OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
Meets fourth Thursday of each month, 6:00 p.m.; appointed for 

two-year term.

The Committee advises and assists the Town Council, Planning 

Commission and staff in implementing the policies and goals 

of the Open Space and Conservation elements of the General 

Plan, specifically with respect to acquisition and maintenance of 

conservation easements and open space preservation.

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
Meets on call of Chair; appointed for two-year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff on issues 

of community public safety, including police and fire services 

provided within the Town.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
Meets first Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.; appointed for 

three-year term.

The Committee guides the activities of the community recreation 

programs.

TRAILS COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 3:00 p.m.; appointed 

for two-year term.

The Committee reviews land divisions, subdivisions and 

conditional use permits for locations for equestrian, pedestrian 

and bicycle trails and makes recommendations to the staff and 

to the Planning Commission.

WOODSIDE HISTORY COMMITTEE
Meets second Thursday of each month, 9:30 a.m.; appointed 

for two-year term.

The Committee advises the Town Council and staff regarding 

actions, policies and plans relating to historic preservation.

Committees are volunteer positions and serve in an advisory 

capacity to the Town Council.

Interested residents may request information and applications 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m., 
from the Town Clerk’s Office at Town Hall, 2955 Woodside 
Road, or telephone (650) 851-6790, or through the Town’s web 
site at www.woodsidetown.org.  Deadline for applications is 
Friday, January 15, 2010,  5:00 p.m.  

Mayor unhurt in emergency plane landing

Photo by Dave Boyce/The Almanac

Dave Burow, Woodside’s new mayor, walked away from a small plane 
after an emergency landing in the snow in Truckee.

Atherton to halt controversial road-impact fees

See FEES, next page



By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

Y
ou probably haven’t 
noticed the difference, 
but the ranks of clerks 

in Menlo Park post offices 
and carriers on local routes 
have thinned over the last few 
months.
 Faced with dwindling rev-
enue thanks to the econom-
ic recession and something 
called the Internet, the U.S. 
Postal Service is cutting back. 
The cuts have come primarily 
through attrition, according 

to Menlo Park Postmaster Jeff 
Gaskill. He said that much 
of the decline in revenue had 
come with businesses cutting 
back on sending mailers.
 “With the economy where 
it’s at, big mailers are shifting 
where they’re spending their 
money; they’re cutting back on 
advertising,” Mr. Gaskill said. 
“Where you used to get three 
to five credit card solicitations 
in a week, now you might only 
get one.”
 Locally, that has meant lon-
ger routes for carriers, and less 
work for “on-call” employees 

the Postal Service uses on a 
part-time basis. Some employ-
ees have been shifted to other 
territories; the post offices on 
Oak Grove Avenue and Avy 
Avenue (in Sharon Heights) 
each have one fewer full-time 
clerk than they used to, though 
they get some part-time help 
during “peak” hours.
 Mr. Gaskill said he does not 
expect that residents will notice 
the change in service, except 
perhaps during those peak 
hours. He also emphasized 
that as yet there have been no 
layoffs on local routes. A

  The documentary “$100 a 
day” about a wrongly convicted 
East Palo Alto resident’s fight for 
compensation, will air on KQED-
TV at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 27. 
 The award-winning documen-
tary tells the story of Rick Walk-
er’s wrongful imprisonment and 

his subsequent struggle for jus-
tice. The title refers to the $100 
in compensation Mr. Walker was 
entitled to for each day of the 12 
years he was imprisoned. 
 The documentary was pro-
duced by Santa Cruz-based 
filmmakers Gwen Essegian and 

Mark Ligon, under the auspices 
of the Midpeninsula Commu-
nity Media Center. It won “Best 
Documentary Short” at the 
2009 Sacramento Film & Music 
Festival and “Most Socially 
Engaging” film at the Eugene 
International Film Festival.

By Andrea Gemmet
Almanac Staff Writer

D
uring the busy holiday 
season, Atherton’s little 
branch post office is a 

savvy mailer’s best-kept secret. 
Located in the town’s adminis-
trative offices building on Ash-
field Road, it attracts people who 
want to avoid the interminably 
long lines found at most post 
offices in December and who 
don’t mind paying in cash. 
 But by next Christmas, the 
town could be without its little 
post office.
 The new fee structure by the 
U.S. Postal Service will make 
the branch post office even more 
of a money-losing proposition 
than it already is. The current 
reimbursement from the USPS 
is set to drop dramatically, and 

if Atherton officials aren’t will-
ing to subsidize its operations, 
the branch post office is almost 
certain to close.
 It already is costing Atherton 
about $40,000 a year to keep the 
post office staffed, according to 
Eileen Wilkerson, Atherton’s 
assistant city manager. 
 Under a new agreement sought 
by the post office, the town 
would instead be reimbursed 
for a percentage of stamp and 
postage sales. Estimates show 
that instead of being reimbursed 
nearly $52,000 a year by the 
USPS to staff the branch post 
office, Atherton would receive 
around $10,600 annually.
 “They (USPS officials) are really 
looking to cut costs and shut 
it down,” said City Manager 
Jerry Gruber at the Atherton City 
Council’s December 16 meeting.

 Resident Loren Gruner encour-
aged town officials to do more to 
promote the branch post office 
and drum up more business. 
“People love it,” she said.
 Declining revenue ended the 
town’s weekday train service, but 
maybe people could be persuaded 
to stop buying stamps at Costco 
and do business at the town’s post 
office instead, she said. “We lost 
the train, let’s not lose the post 
office,” Ms. Gruner said.
 The Atherton City Council 
voted 5-0 to enter into the new 
agreement with the post office, 
and directed town staff to look 
for ways to increase revenues. 
The new contract can be end-
ed with six-months’ notice by 
either party.
 “We need to buy ourselves 
some time,” said Councilwoman 
Elizabeth Lewis. A
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International School of the Peninsula

French Immersion and Chinese Immersion

th 

   required

Funeral Home FD132

The Peninsula’s Premier  
Funeral Service Provider

Serving families since 1899

980 Middlefield Rd, Palo Alto, California 94301
(650) 328-1360

www.rollerhapgoodtinney.com

For answers to any questions you may have on real estate, you may  
e-mail me at mcorman@apr.com or call 462-1111, Alain Pinel Realtors.  
I also offer a free market analysis of your property. www.MonicaCorman.com

New Laws Beginning  
January 1, 2010

A Sign of the Times: here are 
a few of the new laws affect-
ing residential real estate in 
California that will take affect 
on January 1:

-

-

-

-

May you have happiness and 
prosperity in the New Year.

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

have to, in total frustration, sue 
you!” Ms. Flaherty said heat-
edly. “They’re not builders, 
they’re your neighbors that you 
are treating this way.”
 David McAdoo, the director 
of operations at Menlo School, 
said that road-impact fees made 
up about 50 percent of the total 
cost of building fees — about 
$150,000 — for its current 
building project. He said he 
sent a letter to the town when 
he first realized there was a 
potential problem with the fees 
— eight or nine months after 

they were paid.
 “I’d be very distressed to find 
out that that’s not a timely pro-
test,” he said.
 Legally, the town is required 
to refund fees only from the past 
90 days, or fees paid under pro-
test, said Ms. Furth. It’s up to the 
council’s discretion if members 
want to expand the time frame 
of refunds, she said.
 Councilman Charles Marsala, 
who pointed out that he was 
the sole vote in opposition to 
the road-impact fees, said the 
council should consider issuing 
refunds dating back to the fee 
increase of 2007.
 Rescinding the road-impact 

fee marks the third time in 
recent years that Atherton has 
reversed itself on controversial 
fees, amid threats of legal action 
by irate residents.
 Earlier this year, the town 
scrapped its method for collect-
ing business-license fees and 
offered refunds going back two 
years, at a cost of $1.1 million 
in refunds and lost revenue. 
In 2006, the highly unpopular 
excavation surcharge, or off-
haul fee, was rescinded and 
$350,000 refunded to builders. 
 “This is chapter three. We 
really need to get our house in 
order and get things right,” said 
Mr. Wise. A

Money woes threaten Atherton post office

Less junk mail means cuts for U.S. Postal Service

Documentary on local man who was wrongfully convicted

FEES
continued from previous page



Church lights 
40-foot-high 
Christmas cross
 Bethany Lutheran Church at 
the corner of Avy and Cloud 
avenues in Menlo Park, has set up a 
40-foot-high 
lighted cross 
on its front 
lawn for 
Christmas, says Pastor Jon Coyne, 
who notes that the cross has been 
a symbol of the Christmas season 
in the community for 50 years. 
 “With the days getting darker 
earlier and the clouds making 
the days a bit dreary, it is heart-
warming to see the glow as you 
look up Santa Cruz Avenue from 
downtown Menlo Park,” says Pas-
tor Coyne in an e-mail.
 The cross will be lit each evening 
throughout the Christmas season 
and into the New Year, he says. 
 Bethany Lutheran Church offers 
three services on Christmas Eve: 
5 p.m., family Christmas; 7 p.m. 
Christmas with QUADRE, The 
Voice of Four Horns; and 10 p.m., 
Candlelight Christmas.
 “The children at Bethany’s Lit-
tlest Angels Preschool loved seeing 
the cross lit up when they arrived 
for their ‘Young Child’s Christmas 
Service’ earlier this week,” Pastor 
Coyne says.

See AlmanacNews.com for  
a picture of the cross.

Online review of ‘Civil  
War Christmas’
 Atherton resident Valerie Gard-
ner was greatly moved by the 
TheatreWorks production, “A Civil 
War Christmas,” and submitted 
a review of it, which you can see 
online (AlmanacNews.com).
 The play runs through Dec. 
27 at Lucie Stern Theatre, 1305 
Middlefield Road in Palo Alto. 

Tickets are $26-$62. For more 
information, call 463-1960 or go to 
TheatreWorks.org.

It’s not too late to give
 If you haven’t donated to the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of the Peninsula in 
the last 12 months or more, here’s 
your chance to play Santa.

 In response to concerns about 
declining donations to the clubs, 
three foundations have offered to 
match contributions from new 
donors dollar for dollar (up to a 
total of $350,000), according to 
clubs’ spokesman Chris Canter.
 Go to tinyurl.com/Clubs2009 or 
call 646-6128 for more information 
on how to donate.

Questions remain

 The rail authority revised its 
business plan at the behest of the 
state Legislature, after state officials 
criticized the previous plan for a 
lack of rigor.
 But rail watchers say that major 
questions still remain.
 Foremost among those are 
assumptions that the train will 
have heavy ridership, and that the 
rail authority will be able to secure 
funding to pay for the system. In 
addition to the $9 billion from 
Proposition 1A and the $10 billion 
to $12 billion from private sources, 
the plan counts on $17 billion to 
$19 billion from the federal govern-
ment, and $4 billion to $5 billion 
from local jurisdictions and pro-
ceeds related to denser development 
around stations along the route.
 The plan acknowledges that 
securing the federal funding will 
depend on “the creation of new 
programs designed specifically to 
advance high-speed rail projects,” 
and that the state would likely have 
to guarantee a return on private 
investment to attract financing.
 “Someone has to own the risk, 
and there is a lot of risk,” Ms. Alexis 
wrote. “At the end of the day it will 
be California taxpayers, whether we 
want to be the ones or not.”
 The plan outlines the follow-
ing strategies to “mitigate” the 
risk that funding doesn’t come 
through: communicating often 
with investors, developing “back-
up strategies,” and staggering 
construction.
 “The funding plans are that 
they have plans to develop plans,” 
Nadia Naik, also a CARRD 
co-founder, wrote in an e-mail. 
“Clearly that is worrisome.”
 CARRD is calling for the state 

to conduct an independent rider-
ship study, saying that the meth-
ods used in the current one are 
flawed. 
 The rail authority defended the 
projections, saying that a panel 
of transportation experts “con-
curred with the approach and the 
reasonableness of the results,” and 
that the chance of lower-than-
expected ridership “is not a highly 
likely risk but is worth mention-
ing.”
 In an omission sure to attract 
the attention of local people, the 
plan does not analyze the cost of 
running trains through the Pen-
insula in a trench or tunnel.
 Not surprisingly, the new plan 
has not changed the opinion 
of Menlo Park firebrand Mar-
tin Engel, a fervent high-speed 
rail opponent who sends several 
e-mails per day updating his fol-
lowers on new developments.
 “Barker (the communication 
director) says that ‘the figures are 
still subject to change in coming 
years,’” Mr. Engel wrote in one 
missive. “Sure they are. It’s easy 
to know things when you make 
them up. Does he mean that we 
shouldn’t believe these numbers 
either? Well, he’s convinced me. I 
didn’t believe the old ones. I don’t 
believe these.”
 How did the news of increased 
costs and fares strike John Boyle, 
the lone council member from 
either Menlo Park or Atherton to 
publicly support the project?
 “This is still the project I voted 
for,” Mr. Boyle said. “I’m not sug-
gesting that (the costs) don’t mat-
ter; I’m disappointed. At some 
point, you say, ‘This isn’t what I 
supported, this isn’t what I voted 
for.’ But I think the changes to 
date are reasonable, and probably 
not outside the bounds” of what 
might have been expected. A
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Is this what you voted for?
RAIL 
continued from page 5

auction that, over the years, gener-
ated about $100,000 for the school 
community, said Shari Conrad, a 
member of the foundation.
 Board member Jeff Child joked 
that at his first foundation auc-
tion, he bid on the rib dinner 
only to see it go to someone else 
who bid about 10 times what he’d 
offered. Board member Laura 
Rich said she’d finally gotten 
him to disclose his secret recipe, 
but since it involved staying up 
all night to prepare the ribs, it 
was unlikely that she’d ever cook 
them herself.
 Mr. Jones’ collection of outland-
ish hats, from wizard to cowboy to 
Cat-in-the-Hat, has swelled to over 
100, and is stored in the school’s 
multi-use room.
 “I remember that before my kids 

ever went to Laurel, they saw him 
with his big hat and my kids knew 
that Laurel was a good place,” Ms. 
Conrad said.
 Referring to the myriad other 
tasks that Mr. Jones took on, from 
serving as DJ at events to making 
sure the book fair ran smoothly, 
Ms. Conrad said, “There wasn’t a 
hat Mr. Jones couldn’t wear if you 
just asked him.”
 Students at Laurel, a K-2 public 
school in Atherton, paid tribute 
to Mr. Jones at their Holiday Sing 
performance on Dec. 11.
 The board’s proclamation 
praised Mr. Jones as “a giant 
amid his pint-sized charges” and a 
“custodian extraordinaire,” saying 
that board members “reluctantly” 
accepted his decision to retire.
 “You guys have been family to 
me for a long time,” a visibly 
moved Mr. Jones told the school 
board and assembled faculty, staff 
and parents at the meeting. A

CARL 
continued from page 5

cation process.
 Councilwoman Kelly Fergusson 
has argued that going through the 
LEED certification process could 
save the city in operating costs, 
because it would ensure that the 
building is constructed to specifi-
cation.
 And Mr. Steffens said that the 
city would eventually make back 
the money it spent on solar panels 

in reduced energy costs.
 “It’s sort of moot in my mind, the 
question of how this happened,” 
Mr. Boyle said. “I wouldn’t begin to 
say that (Mr. Arrillaga) changed his 
mind, or that staff made a mistake. 
It doesn’t really matter to me.”
 Mr. Arrillaga is still expected to 
pay some $8 million in construc-
tion costs, covering all costs over the 
city’s commitment.
 Mr. Steffens and Mr. Arrillaga 
did not return calls seeking com-
ment. A

SOLAR 
continued from page 5

 BRIEFS

Santa rides to the rescue
Ed Begun, vice chairman of the board of the National Center for 
Equine Facilitated Therapy in Woodside, plays Santa at a holiday 
party for the children and families who come to the center. Ed, who 
has played Santa for several years, rides in on the therapy horse, 
Sebastian, at the Mounted Patrol Grounds in Woodside on Dec. 5. 
The nonprofit center, located at 880 Runnymede Road, uses horses 
in the treatment of children, adults and military veterans.

Ladera signals season with Christmas star
This story was submitted by 
Nancy Segbarth of Portola Valley, 
a member of Ladera Community 
Church since the 1960s.

F
or fifty years a star shining 
from the top of a tall tree 
on Alpine Road next to the 

Ladera Community Church has 
signaled the holiday season for 
Portola Valley. It is lit from the 
beginning of Advent to Epiphany, 
or Twelfth Night. The first star 
was hung shortly after the young 
church congregation was able to 
construct its sanctuary in 1959.
 Two of those early members 
were Charles Coale and Frank 
Coale, unrelated neighbors in Lad-
era. Together they built the origi-
nal star and chose an old Italian 
cypress at the edge of the church’s 
parking lot as a good display site.

 Frank was an avid rock-climbing 
expert with the Sierra Club and not 
at all deterred by the difficulties of 
ascending through the thicket 
of branches. Later, the two fami-
lies enlisted the next generation, 
Frank’s son Kenneth and Charles’ 
son Roger, to continue the star in 
their fathers’ memory.
 Firmly installed as a holiday 
tradition, the church formally took 
over the star project about the time 
the original cypress tree started to 
fail.
 The cypress was removed and 
everyone agreed the star should be 
moved to the much taller redwood 
tree right next to Alpine Road, 
where it now resides.
 The S.P. McClenahan company, 
arborists in Portola Valley, kindly 
agreed to bring their cherry picker 
equipment to safely install the star, 

and a wonderful relationship was 
started. A McClenahan crew con-
tinued, without charge, to provide 
routine maintenance as needed 
over the decades.
 When a strong storm with high 
winds managed to knock the star 
completely to the ground a few 
years ago, the star was rebuilt using 
new “green energy” light bulbs. 
Another McClenahan crew then 
reinstalled the star.
 The members of Ladera Com-
munity Church sincerely thank 
The McClenahan company for its 
ongoing support, without which 
the star’s tradition would not have 
continued.
 The star is lit in the early morn-
ing hours from 5:30 to 7 a.m., and 
in the evening from 5 to 10 p.m.
 Merry Christmas to all in the 
community who enjoy its light! A

Photo by  
Kathy Dugan
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meet

Marion...
mother of 3
community volunteer
european linguist
world traveler
extraordinary woman, inside and outextraordinary woman, inside and out

1131 chestnut street 
menlo park 

650.322.5524 
www.alysgrace.com

Photography: Leslie Doyle   Location: Stanford Dish   Clothing: Alys Grace   

Truly Integrative Wellness in Woodside
2920 Woodside Rd. Woodside, CA 94062 (650) 851.4747

Learn More and Sign Up for Classes at www.WellnessStudio.com

Pilates  |  Yoga  |  Contour  |  Class or Private  |  Acupuncture  
Massage Therapy  |  Nutrition Counseling  |  Physical Therapy

Fire chars ceiling in garage

Lawn debate: Property rights 
vs. environmental responsibility

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

R
adiant heat from a propane 
tank heater in a garage 
at 115 Shawnee Pass in 

Portola Valley ignited a couple of 
aerosol paint cans sitting nearby 
and started a one-alarm fire on the 
morning of Sunday, Dec. 20.
 The homeowner held the fire 
in check with a garden hose until 
firefighters from the Woodside 
Fire Protection District arrived 
and quickly extinguished it, Bat-
talion Chief Kevin Butler said. 
There were no injuries and no 
threats to either the vegetation or 
adjacent homes, he said.
 The garage sustained about 
$30,000 in structural damage, 
mainly to the rafters, and $5,000 
damage to paper materials stored 
above the rafters, he said.
 The homeowner had been 
working on an automotive project 
and was planning to use the paint, 
Mr. Butler said. The owner left the 

garage briefly and heat from the 
heater likely melted parts of the 
aerosol cans, which would have 
released flammable vapors that 
ignited, Mr. Butler said.
 Though the garage doors were 
open, the lesson, he said, is never 
to use indoors a heater intended 
for outdoor use, even in an 
indoors/outdoors situation like 
an open garage.
 Smoke triggered a smoke detec-
tor in the house, which led to the 
911 call at 9:13 a.m.
 Eighteen firefighters in four 
engines and a ladder truck 
responded from the station at 
135 Portola Road, and were on 
the scene in about four minutes, 
Mr. Butler said. They had the fire 
under control in 10 minutes, he 
said.
 Firefighters cut one hole in the 
roof to allow the escape of heat 
and gases, and installed a remote-
viewing thermal imaging camera 
overnight to monitor the site for 
re-ignition, he said.

By Sean Howell
Almanac Staff Writer

I
f a showdown were brewing in 
Menlo Park between environ-
mental activists and defenders of 

private property rights, what would 
be a more appropriate setting for the 
drama to play out on than a lawn?
 No fisticuffs have broken out thus 
far, with the debate playing out only 
in the demure confines of the City 
Council chambers.
 But deliberations over a revised 
water-efficient landscaping ordi-
nance are sure to bounce between 
those two ideological poles, as the 
city weighs restricting the size of 
homeowners’ lawns, and when they 
can water them.
 The proposal currently on the 
table would prevent people from 
running their sprinklers during the 
day. It would also limit lawn size to 
500 square feet, or 25 percent of the 
total landscaped area for properties 
with over 2,000 square feet of land-
scaping.
 The new rules would only apply 
to properties that undergo a sub-
stantial renovation or landscaping 
overhaul.
 “This would be a substantial take-
away of private property rights,” 
Councilman John Boyle said in an 
interview. “Go out and measure 
some lawns — 500 square feet is 
nothing.”
 When he remodeled his own 
house, Mr. Boyle moved the house 
forward to allow for a bigger back-
yard, he said. He called the ordi-
nance a “quality-of-life question. 
I want to live in a place where kids 
can kick a soccer ball around in 
the yard.”

 Councilman Heyward Robin-
son said at the Dec. 15 council 
meeting that he sympathized with 
Mr. Boyle’s concerns, noting that 
his own lawn probably wouldn’t 
conform to the new ordinance, 
either.
 “But we also have to balance 
that with the fact that our glaciers 
are melting, and our snow pack 
is melting, potentially at a very 
alarming rate,” Mr. Robinson said. 
“I don’t disagree that there isn’t 
going to be some gnashing of teeth 
in adopting these. These are just 
the first of a lot of environmental 
regulations and belt-tightening 
that we’re going to have to do col-
lectively as a community as we deal 
with climate change.”
 Mr. Boyle was the only coun-
cil member to take issue with 
the lawn-size requirement, with 
members of the council majority 
agreeing that the city needs to help 
wean people away from having 
large lawns. Councilwoman Kelly 
Fergusson has in the past toyed 
with the idea of a native plant 
policy; Mr. Robinson suggested a 
“water-less challenge,” to go with 
the Green Ribbon Citizens Com-
mittee’s “drive-less challenge.”
 “We have a water problem in 
California,” Mr. Boyle said. “We 
need to figure out how to manage 
that. Lumping it all into, ‘global 
warming is happening, therefore 
we need to do this’ ... it’s frustrat-
ing at times.”
 The council is scheduled to 
take up a draft of the ordinance 
at the Jan. 12 meeting. It would 
go into effect in January, to com-
ply with a new state law. A



10 ■ The Almanac ■ December 23, 2009

N E W S

Almanac staffer Joan Sellman dies at 81

Prosecutors decide not to retry M-A track coach

 Joan Sellman, a longtime resi-
dent of Woodside and a former 
staffer with The Almanac, died 
Dec. 10 at Brighton Gardens 
in Santa Rosa, following an 
extended illness. She was 81.
 Ms. Sellman was the wife of 

the late George Sellman, who 
served as superintendent of 
Woodside Elementary School 
for 23 years.
 In the 1990s, she retired after 
many years in The Almanac’s 
business office, dating back to 

the days when it was located in 
Woodside.
 A memorial service for Ms. 
Sellman will be held in Wood-
side at a later date. A complete 
obituary will appear in a future 
issue of The Almanac.

By Dave Boyce
Almanac Staff Writer

S
an Mateo County prosecutors 
have decided not to pursue 
a retrial in the case of Kelly 

Weston, a former Menlo-Atherton 
High School assistant track coach 
convicted Dec. 11 of misdemeanor 
battery for pushing a boy. The jury 
deadlocked on charges that Mr. 
Weston had made criminal threats 
and engaged in child endanger-
ment, and on Dec. 15, prosecutors 
announced that they would not seek 
to retry him on those charges.
 Mr. Weston pleaded not guilty to 
all charges. 
 The four-day trial, presided over 
by Superior Court Judge Robert 
Foiles, centered on an incident in 
which three Hispanic youth were 
playing outside Mr. Weston’s trailer 
home in unincorporated Redwood 
City last May, and a soccer ball 
bounced against the wall of the 
home. According to prosecutors, 
he responded by coming out of his 
house, pushing one boy and making 
racially charged threats to all three.
 “We feel that the court has suf-
ficient (latitude) to sentence the 
defendant appropriately on the one 
count” of battery, Assistant District 
Attorney Karen Guidotti said in an 

interview. 
 The jury deadlocked with majori-
ties of 10-2 and 7-5 for not-guilty 
verdicts on the threat charges, and 
11-1 for a guilty verdict on the child 
endangerment charge, Ms. Guidotti 
said.
 “I’m gratified that (the jury) was 
not able to convict him on the other 
charges,” defense attorney Harriotte 
Aaron said in an interview. 
 And the battery conviction? “I 
don’t think he hit the boy,” Ms. 
Aaron said. Her case was difficult, 
she said, because the prosecution 
had the boys testify, and a child’s 
perceptions are “hard to dispute.”
 Asked if she had cross-examined 
them, she replied: “I did, gently.”
 A sentencing hearing is set for 
Friday, Feb. 5, Ms. Guidotti said. Mr. 
Weston could be fined up to $2,000 
and spend up to six months in jail. 
He remains free on $50,000 bail.
 Bettylu Smith, speaking for the 
Sequoia Union High School District, 
said that M-A “does not have plans 
to renew Mr. Weston’s contract for 
the upcoming track season.”
 The boys — two 12-year-olds and 
an 11-year-old — say the soccer ball 
struck the house by accident. Mr. 
Weston, 63, allegedly came out and 
told the kids that he hated them, that 
he hated “your kind” and Mexicans 
in general, and that he could “kill” 
them “right now,” prosecutors said.
 The children reported the 
exchange to their parents, who 
reported it to a Sheriff’s Office 
deputy, who then interviewed the 
boys, prosecutors said.
 A deputy who interviewed Mr. 
Weston said “some of the hate lan-
guage that was charged, some of that 

was used in the interview,” prosecu-
tors said.
 In the trial, prosecutor Brian Raft 
structured his case around testi-
mony from the boys, the mother 
of two of the boys, a deputy sheriff, 
and the manager of the trailer park, 
who allegedly overheard some of the 
altercation, Ms. Guidotti said.
 Ms. Aaron presented an elderly 
“ear” witness who claimed to be on 
the phone with Mr. Weston during 
the altercation. On cross-examina-
tion, the prosecutor challenged the 
witness’s credibility by showing that 
he could not prove that the incident 
did not happen on another day, Ms. 
Aaron said.
 Mr. Weston also testified. “I think 
it’s a story that the jury wants to 
hear,” Ms. Aaron said. The defen-
dant “is the focus of the whole thing 
we’re here for. The jury wants to 
draw its own conclusions.”
 At The Almanac’s online forum 
at AlmanaNews.com, Mr. Weston’s 
supporters praised his coaching, 
lamented the ignoble end to his 
career, discounted the boys’ story, 
and criticized the district’s attorney’s 
office for spending tax revenues on 
such a case.
 Mr. Weston coached at M-A 
“going on 40 years” and won the 
2005-06 Coach’s Honor Award from 
the Central Coast Section of the 
Peninsula Athletic League, he said in 
an e-mail to The Almanac. A

NATURALLY EXTRAORDINARY

A sensual sanctuary. A rejuvenating retreat. 

Introducing Sense, A Rosewood Spa®, the signature day spa at Menlo Park’s newest hotel, 

Rosewood Sand Hill. The spa welcomes hotel guests and of course our local community.

Reservations, please call 650.561.1580

sensespa.com  2895 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park, CA 94025

Chair Seats and 
Cushions Special

$1/yard 
on selected fabrics

650-591-0220 San Carlos

RJ's
Upholstery

and

Slipcovers

A Fabric 
Store

A Better Choice Since 1960

1064 Cherry Street

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road
Wodside, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
PLANNING COMMISSION

Districts 4

The Planning Commission participates in the administration 

of the planning laws and policies of the Town.  It is 

responsible for recommending to the Town Council 

ordinances and resolutions necessary to implement the 

General Plan and adopted development policy.  The 

Commission also conducts necessary public hearings 

to administer the planning laws and policies of the 

Town and acts upon applications for zoning amendments, 

conditional use permits, variances, subdivisions and other 

related functions as may be assigned by the Council.

The Planning Commission meets on the first and third 

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.; Commissioners are appointed for 

a four-year term.

District 4 encompasses the Emerald Lakes area, the Cañada 

Road area north of Arbor Court/Olive Hill Lane, including 

the Runnymede Road and Raymundo Drive areas.

Interested residents may check residency requirements and 
request information and applications Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m. at the Town 
Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, on 
the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org or by 
telephoning (650) 851-6790.  Deadline for applications is 
Friday, January 15, 2010,  5:00 p.m.

Check TheAlmanacOnline.
com for more news, sports 
and photos.

   ■ ONLINE

www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

Online.

Anyplace.

Anytime.
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Ginger-soy marinated shrimp

Dipping sauce:
1 1/2 cups mayonnaise

1 tablespoon freshly grated 
lemon peel

1 tablespoon freshly squeezed 
lemon juice

1 tablespoon Dijon mustard

1/4 cup grated parmesan cheese

Marinade:
1/4 cup soy sauce
1/2 cup freshly squeezed lemon 

juice
2 small garlic cloves minced

1 tablespoon minced fresh 
ginger

1/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup corn oil

(from “At Blanchard’s Table” by Melinda and Robert Blanchard)

1 1/2 pounds large shrimp with tails

For the dipping sauce: Mix together the mayo, lemon peel, lemon juice, 

Dijon mustard, and grated parmesan. Salt and pepper to taste. Set aside.

For shrimp: Bring large pot of lightly salted water to a boil. Add the 

shrimp and cook until pink and firm, about 2 minutes. Drain, and set 

aside.
For the marinade: In a bowl, combine soy sauce, lemon juice, minced gar-

lic, ginger, sugar and corn oil and whisk until incorporated. Add shrimp 

and toss well. Marinate from 15 minutes to 5 hours.

To serve: Remove shrimp from marinade with a strainer, transfer to ser-

vice place. Place dipping sauce in a bowl and serve with the shrimp.

he closing days of 2009 call for 
a toast. First, congratulations 
that we made it through a rough 
year. Second, a lift of the glass in 

hope that 2010 brings brighter days.
 When it comes to celebration, champagne, the 
bubbly that has launched a thousand ships, toasted 
countless brides and bridegrooms, and attended 
a million New Year’s Eve parties, is the drink of 
choice.
 True champagne is produced in the Cham-
pagne region of France. Sparkling wine made in 
the traditional French method and fermented in 
the bottle is termed champagne and produced in 
many countries.
 The region of Champagne was a center of 
European trade during the Middle Ages and was 
famous for its fairs. This was centuries before the 
Benedictine monk Dom Perignon is said to have 
discovered the fermentation process that resulted 
in the bubbly wine.
  Historians question whether Dom Perignon 
actually uttered the famous line, “Come quickly, 
brothers, I’m drinking stars.” However, it is estab-
lished that he was the cellar master for the abbey of 

Hautvillers near Epernay in the 1600s. Bubbles in 
the wine were caused by Champagne’s cold climate 
and short growing season. There wasn’t time for 
the yeasts on the grape skins to convert the sugar 
in the grape juice into alcohol before the cold tem-
perature stopped the fermentation process. When 
spring came, fermentation started again, this time 
in the bottle. Refermentation created carbon diox-
ide, which became trapped in the bottle. Thus, the 
sparkle.
 Although Dom Perignon died in 1715, the basic 
principles he employed are still used to make 
champagne today.
 Many California wineries, several associated 
with French wineries, produce a sparkling wine, 
as do those in Italy, Spain, Australia and New 
Zealand. 
 For John Akeley, wine manager of Roberts 
Market in Woodside, the holidays are his busiest 
time, and he sells a lot of champagne and sparkling 
wine. 
 A veteran of the wine business, having worked 
at both Beltramo’s and Draeger’s before coming to 
Roberts five years ago, Mr. Akeley is almost always 
on hand to give customers advice. “Customers feel 

As the old year ends, 
it’s time to break out 

the bubbly

Photo by Michelle Le/The Almanac

Herbed smoked salmon spread is festive when 
spread on cucumbers and endive, and goes well 
with a glass of champagne.

A toast to the season Champagne and food
 Champagne, with its high acidity, pairs nicely with food. It’s at 
home with Christmas dinner, mixed in a mimosa for brunch, or 
paired with hors d’oeuvres on New Year’s Eve. 
 Caterer Margaret MacKenzie suggests a smoked salmon 
spread appetizer goes well with a glass of champagne. She 
pipes it onto endive spears or serves the spread in a bowl with 
assorted crackers.

Other Nutmeg Kitchen cocktail party favorites include:

12 oz. cream cheese at room 
temperature
1/3 cup sour cream
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

1/4 teaspoon Tabasco sauce

8 oz. smoked salmon, coarsely 
chopped

1 tablespoon dried thyme

1  tablespoon finely chopped 
fresh chives

3 scallions, finely chopped

1  teaspoon freshly ground 
pepper

Herbed smoked salmon spread

Place cream cheese, sour cream, lemon juice and Tabasco in bowl of 

a food processor and pulse until smooth. Add capers, smoked salmon, 

herbs, scallions, and pepper and pulse well. Refrigerate for up to two 

days. Serve at room temperature, garnished with chopped chives.

Chicken, fig and pancetta bites

If using fresh figs, proceed to the preheat instructions. If using dried figs, 
place a small pan of water on stove and bring to simmer. Add figs and 
plump them in water for 5 minutes. Drain and cool.
Preheat pan over medium to high heat. Cut chicken into large chunks. 
Drizzle chicken with balsamic and oil and toss to coat. Season chicken 
with salt and pepper. 
Place half fig on each piece of chicken and wrap with a slice of pancetta. 
Skewer and place on grill. Grill chicken 4 to 5 minutes on each side.

12 fresh or dried figs, split
2 pounds chicken breast tenderloins
A drizzle of balsamic vinegar
A drizzle of extra virgin olive oil

Salt and pepper
24 slices pancetta
4-inch wooden party picks

T

Continued on page 12

COVER STORY

By Jane Knoerle
Almanac Lifestyles Editor
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our wine selection is best for quality and 
diversity,” he says.
 Asked for recommendations for spar-
kling wine in different price ranges, Mr. 
Akeley suggests:
 ■ Low price range: N/V Roederer Estate 
Anderson Valley Brut, $21.99; and 2005 
Domaine Carneros (by Taittinger) Brut, 
$26.99.
 ■ Medium range: N/V Duval-Leroy 
Brut (NM), $35.99; N/V Chartron-Taillet 
“Sainte-Anne” Brut (RM), $38.99; N/V 
Bollinger Special Cuvee Brut (NM), $59.99; 
and N/V Jacquesson Cuvee 733 Brut (RM), 
$54.99.

 ■ High range: N/V Krug Grande Cuvee 
Brut (NM), $159.99; and 1996 Bollinger 
R.D. (recently disgorged) Extra Brut (NM), 
$239.99
 Mr. Akeley points out the term NV 
means non-vintage. These wines are usu-
ally at their best near release. The initials 
NM (Negoiant-Manipulant) appear on 
the labels of large champagne houses that 
outsource the majority of their grapes, 
rather than growing them. The initials 
RM (Recoltant-Manipulant) means the 
champagne maker is limited to only its 
own vineyard holdings.
 If you want “to drink stars,” a bottle of 
Moet & Chandon’s 2000 Dom Perignon 
will set you back $149.99, says Bob Toms, 
Mr. Akeley’s assistant at Roberts. A

A TOAST TO THE SEASON 
continued from page 11

John Akeley, 
wine manager at Roberts 

Market in Woodside, 
has lots of advice about 

selecting champagne. 

Caterer Margaret MacKenzie 

of Portola Valley prepares herbed 

smoked salmon spread.

Photos by Michelle Le/The Almanac
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A TASTE OF THE PENINSULA
A cornucopia of restaurants and cafes providing 

the finest dining from brunch to dessert.

Connoisseur Coffee Co.
2801 Middlefield Road, Redwood City   

(650) 369-5250   9am-5:30pm Mon. - Sat. 
Coffee roasting & fine teas, 

espresso bar, retail & wholesale.

Celia’s Mexican Restaurant
3740 El Camino, Palo Alto   (650) 843-0643

1850 El Camino, Menlo Park   (650) 321-8227
www.celiasrestaurants.com

Full Bar - Happy Hour Specials; Catering

Vive Sol-Cocina Mexicana
2020 W. El Camino Real, Mtn. View   

(650) 938-2020.
Specializing in the Cuisine of Puebla. 

Open daily for lunch and dinner.

To Adver tise in “A Taste of the Peninsula” call The Almanac 650-854-2626.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Coffee & Tea

GOT
WRINKLES?

The Aesthetics Research Center is participating in 
a research study for crow’s feet and forehead lines.

Looking for women, age 30-70, 
with slight to deep wrinkles.

The Aesthetics Research Center

Please Contact Stephanie for more information:

800.442.0989 or research@aestheticsresearchcenter.com
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Be sure to 

SHOP LOCAL
this holiday season

Thanks.

Train collects thousands of toys
 More than 4,000 toys and $2,300 
in cash was donated by visitors to 
Caltrain’s ninth annual holiday 
train Dec. 5 and 6. Since the first 
holiday train in 2001, approxi-
mately 43,000 gifts have been 
provided for children in need.
 The holiday train operates in 
conjunction with the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots pro-
gram and the Salvation Army.

Caltrain schedule
 Trains will run on a weekday 
schedule on Christmas Eve and 
New Year’s Eve, according to 
Caltrain spokesperson Tasha 
Bartholomew. 
 Free rides will be offered after 11 
p.m. on New Year’s Eve.
 Caltrain will add four post-
midnight southbound trains to the 
regular holiday schedule on Jan. 
1. The extra trains will depart the 
San Francisco station at 12:45 a.m., 
1:15 a.m., 1:45 a.m., and 2:15 a.m., 
making all local weekday stops to 
the San Jose Diridon station.
 On Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day, the trains will operate 
on a Sunday schedule.
 For more information, call 1-800-
660-4287 or go to Caltrain.com. 

SamTrans schedule
 SamTrans will operate on its 

regular schedule on Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve. It will operate 
on a holiday schedule  Christmas 
Day and New Year’s Day.
  Free rides will be offered on 
New Year’s Eve from 11 p.m. 
until 2 a.m.
 For more information, call 1-800-
660-4287 or go to samtans.com.

‘Morning After’ hike
 You are invited to leave your 
stress behind and join docent 
Keith Johnsgard for a hike at Sky-
line Ridge Open Space Preserve 
from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 26. Mr. Johnsgard will lead 
you four miles over the ridge and 
back with a lunch stop at Alpine 
Pond. Bring your own lunch.
 A second hike will be held from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
29, from the Russian Ridge park-
ing lot of the Skyline Ridge Open 
Space Preserve. Docent Ed Lange 
will lead the 5-mile hike, visiting 
Alpine Pond and Horseshoe Lake 
along the Ridge Trail. For more 
information, go to openspace.org.

Go to TheAlmanacOnline.com and 
click on the “Community Calendar” 
link on the green navigation bar on 
the left for calendar listings.

   ■ HOLIDAY 2009



14  The Almanac December 23, 2009

Complimentary gift wrapping & assembly

New expanded website with free in-store pickup!
www.cheekymonkeytoys.com

20% off any one item!

Expires Dec. 24, 2009. One coupon per customer. Offer subject 
to further restrictions: ask a sales associate for details.
Coupon code (online too!): LOCAL09
 

Voted Best Toy Store!

640 Santa Cruz Avenue, Downtown Menlo Park
650.328.7975

When you are shopping for 
the holidays, remember your 

community and support your locally 
owned independent businesses. 
When you do, more of the dollars you 
spend remain in the local community 
compared to big box and chain stores.

 Local merchants know the 
community and are experts in 
selecting merchandise that is based 
on what you like and want. Shop with 
awareness. In a down economy with 
many businesses at risk, you are voting 
with your dollars. If you value a diverse 
local economy, choose to support 
these and other independent, locally 
owned businesses. 

 Here are some good reasons to 
shop at locally owned businesses this 
holiday season and all year:

•  It keeps dollars in our economy. For every 
$100 a consumer spends, local businesses 
give back $68 to the local economy, chain 
stores only give back $43.

•  It makes us unique. There’s no place like 
the Peninsula! Homegrown businesses are 
part of what makes us special.

•  It creates local jobs. Local businesses are the 
best at creating higher-paying jobs for our 
neighbors.

•  It helps the environment. Buying locally 
saves transportation fuel. Plus you get 
products that you know are safe and 
well made, because our neighbors stand 
behind them.

•  It nurtures our community. Studies show 
that local businesses donate to community 
causes at more than twice the rate of chains.

•  It conserves tax dollars. Spending locally 
ensures that your sales taxes are reinvested 
where they belong, right here in your 
community.

Why we should shop locally 
this holiday season

1047 El Camino Real 
Menlo Park
650.323.1097
Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00  

Next to Su Hong 

20% OFF
complete custom 
framing order
(Through 12/31/09)

30% Off 
Holiday Cards
& Calendars
Holiday Books

25% Off with coupon

Holiday Sale

(While supplies last. Offer may not be combined with 
any other promotions. Offer good through 12/24/09.)

1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park   
(650) 324-4321  www.keplers.com

1139 Chestnut St. 
Downtown Menlo Park

The
Art of
Being a
Woman

The
Art of
Being a
Woman

Shop locally this 
holiday season

Happy Holidays

Shop locally this 
holiday season

Happy Holidays

This message is brought to you by Hometown Peninsula, an alliance of locally-owned 
independent businesses. We strive to maintain our unique community character, to educate local 
residents that purchasing locally creates a strong local economy and bring back the vibrant 
hometown to our communities that is being displaced by national chains and online stores.

www.hometownpeninsula.org
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■  Boys & Girls Clubs of the Peninsula
  Provides after-school academic support and enrichment activities 

for 1,000 youths each day, ages 6 to 18. Operates clubhouses 
in Menlo Park's Belle Haven neighborhood, East Palo Alto and 
Redwood City, and after-school programs at schools in these 
communities designed to extend the learning day and supple-
ment the school's curriculum.

■  Ecumenical Hunger Program
  Provides emergency food, clothing, household essentials, special 

children's programs and sometimes financial assistance to families 
in need, regardless of religious preference, including Thanksgiving 
and Christmas baskets for more than 1,500 households.

■  Teen Talk Sexuality Education
 Provides educational programs for youth and adults to help 
teens make healthy choices that will result in lower rates of 
teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. Its “Teen 
Talk” program last year served thousands of youth at public 
school sites in San Mateo County.

■  Project Read-Menlo Park
  Provides free literacy services to adults in the Menlo Park area. 

Trained volunteers work one-to-one or in small groups to help 
adults improve their basic reading, writing and English language 
skills so they can achieve their goals and function more effec-
tively at home, at work, and in the community. In 2007-08, a 
total of 120 tutors assisted more than 300 students.

■  Ravenswood Family Health Center
  Provides primary medical care, behavioral health services and pre-

ventive health care for all ages at its clinics in Belle Haven and East 
Palo Alto. It also operates a mobile clinic at school sites. Of the 
22,700 registered patients, most are low-income and uninsured.

■  Second Harvest Food Bank
  The largest collector and distributor of food on the Peninsula, 

Second Harvest Food Bank distributed 30 million pounds of food 
last year. It gathers donations from individuals and businesses 
and distributes food to some 162,000 people each month 
through more than 700 agencies and distribution sites in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

■  St. Anthony's Padua Dining Room
  Serves hundreds of hot meals six days a week in a social and 

friendly atmosphere to anyone in need. Funded entirely by con-
tributions from the community, St. Anthony's is the largest soup 
kitchen between San Francisco and San Jose. It offers groceries 
to take home and distributes clothing to families.

■  Fair Oaks Community Center
Serves more than 2,500 households each year with services 
ranging from food assistance to shelter referral to rental and crisis 
assistance.  The center also has a subsidized child-care program 
and a fully operating senior center, and offers a variety of other 
social services and programs throughout the year.

■  Shelter Network
  Provides short-term shelter and transitional housing services to 

more than 3,700 people and children each year. Offers programs 
for families and individuals to become self-sufficient and return to 
permanent housing.

■  Youth and Family Enrichment Services
  Provides many programs to help people who struggle with sub-

stance abuse, domestic violence, and mental health, relationship 
and communications issues. Helps strengthen youth, families and 
individuals to overcome challenges through counseling, educa-
tion, and residential services.

ontributions to the Holiday Fund go directly to 
programs that benefit Peninsula residents. Last year, 

Almanac readers contributed $146,045, and with available 
matching grants, over $170,000 was raised for 10 agencies 
that feed the hungry, house the homeless and provide 
numerous other services to those in need. 
 Contributions to the Holiday Fund will be matched, to the 

extent possible, by generous community corporations, foundations, 
and individuals, including the Rotary Club of Menlo Park, the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation, and the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation. No administrative costs will be deducted 
from the gifts, which are tax-deductible as permitted by law.
 All donations to the Holiday Fund will be shared equally 
among the 10 recipient agencies.

This year, the Almanac's Holiday Fund will support 
these nonprofit organizations in the community

The Almanac will make every effort to publish donor names for donations received before Dec. 31, 2009, unless the donor checks the 
anonymous box. All donations will be acknowledged by mail.

The organizations named below provide major matching grants to the Holiday Fund.

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  THE HOLIDAY FUND
Enclose this coupon and send to:    The Almanac Holiday Fund 

The Almanac, 3525 Alameda de las Pulgas, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025

By Credit Card: ❏  Visa  or  ❏  MasterCard No.  _______________________________________

 Exp. Date  ________________________________________________________

 Signature  _________________________________________________________

Name of donor ______________________________________________Amount $ ______________

Street address _______________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________State _______________ Zip ____________

 I wish to contribute anonymously.       Don’t publish the amount of my contribution.

I wish to designate my contribution as follows:

 In honor of:     In memory of: ___________________________________________________

Rotary Club of Menlo Park

The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation

The William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation

TO DONATE ONLINE GO TO:   TheAlmanacOnline.com

Your gift helps children and others in need

Project Read learners give
back to their community
By Alice Bradshaw
Program Manager, Project Read-Menlo Park

M
any adult learners at 
Project Read-Menlo 
Park, the adult litera-

cy program in the Menlo Park 
Library, have gone far beyond 
studying English. They’ve become 
active members of the commu-
nity.
 For 25 years, Project Read has 
provided the only free adult lit-
eracy tutoring in the area, helping 
more than 3,000 adults.
 After a 10-hour work day, 
would you study an additional 
three hours? Would you drive 
to Santa Clara from Menlo Park 
every month to practice public 
speaking in a language that is 
foreign to you? Would you give 
up two-days’ pay, travel to a con-
ference and present a workshop 
illustrating how low-level literacy 
students can improve their lives 
and give back to their communi-
ties? Project Read learners have 
done all of these. 
 Martha Chavez has taken 

advantage of what Project Read 
has to offer. She first attended 
our English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes in the Belle Haven 
community and improved her 
English to the point where she 
was qualified to be matched with 
a tutor. Her tutor helped her get a 
library card and check out books, 
as well as get an e-mail account 
and search the Internet.
 She prepared for the citizenship 
test with her tutor and is now a 
citizen of the United States. She 
won a refurbished computer for 
her family by writing an essay 
for our annual Win-A-Computer 
contest. 
 Another student, Raul Gon-
zalez, became a Project Read 
tutor one year after he began 
as a learner. He attended the 
Adult Learner Leadership Insti-

Anonymous (21) ..............................$4080
Doug & Judy Adams ............................**
Arnold & Sylvia Ambrosini................100
Gerald Anderson & Betty Howell ....200
Charles R. & Cynthia Dusel Bacon ....**
Ruth A. Barker ......................................**
Sue Bishop ............................................50
Elizabeth Blair .....................................500
Lee Boucher........................................100
James Brice ........................................150
Meredith Buenning ............................100
Kirke & Dottie Comstock .....................**
Mary Cooper .......................................100
Nancy Davidson .................................200
Paul & Anne DeCarli ............................**
Tim & Candy Eastham..........................**
Gloria Eddie .........................................100
Bob & Barbara Ells ............................100
James E. Esposto .................................**
Tom & Nancy  Fiene .............................**
Jan Fisher ..............................................50
Gale K. Fullerton .................................100
Gregory Gallo ......................................500
D.Austin Grose....................................250
Andy & Sandy Hall ...............................**
Doug & Mary Heller .............................**
Alan Herzig & Jeanne Wohlers .......500
George Comstock & Anne Hillman .......1000
Betty Howell........................................200
Carl & Barb Jacobson .......................100
Andrea G Julian..................................250
Eric & Phyllis  Knudsen .......................**
Julia Kringel ..........................................**
Bill & Jean Lane ...................................**
Diana  Laraway.....................................**
Bob & Nancy Luft ...............................100
Lorraine Macchello ...........................100
Jamis & Margaret MacNiven ..........100
Drew McCalley & Marilyn Green ....100
Anne Moser ..........................................**
Mary Louise Moses .............................**
Frederick Mugler Jr. ............................**
Jim & Stephanie Nisbet ......................**
Bob & Marion Oster.............................**
Bob & Marna Page ..............................**
John & Carmen Quackenbush ...........**
Lucy Reid-Krensky .............................200
Michael Roberts .................................100
Bill & Melba Rogoway.........................**
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Rowland .....................**
Joan Ruben ...........................................**
Vicky Rundorff ......................................**

George & Dorothy Saxe ......................**
Nancy B. Serrurier ...........................1000
Robert & Barbara Simpson ................**
Adair & Pamela Slater.........................**
Kayetta  Slocum .................................500
John & Thelma Smith ..........................**
Herbert & Marjorie Stone .................250
Lina T. Swisher ...................................100
Geoff & Colleen Tate ............................**
Onnolee Trapp ......................................**
Anne Tuttle ..........................................500
Gloria Villagomez ...............................100
Mark & Karen  Weitzel ....................5000
Janice Whitlinger.................................50
Rose Wright ..........................................**
Joe & Julie Zier ..................................100

In honor of
Catholic Worker Houses .....................**
 Dr. & Mrs. L.J. linnemann ..................**
 Dr. & Mrs. L. J. Linnemann ................**
 The Portola Valley Town Staff ...........**
 Nancy Stevens ....................................**
 The staff at the Town of Portola Valley ......**

In memory of
 Marilyn Holiday Binske ......................**
 Frank Blum & Joseph Quilter ............50
 Joan Von Gehr .....................................**
 Joe Gilchrist .........................................**
 Esther Johnson....................................50
 Paul Katz & Inge Selig ........................**
 Bill Land ................................................**
 Kenneth Larkin...................................100
 Martin S. Seaney...............................200
 John & AnnMarie Sisson...................**
 Vern Varenhorst ..................................**
 Jim Wangsness ...................................**
 Lisa Xavier ..........................................250

Businesses & Organizations 
Lutticken’s Market .............................125

As a gift for
The Lund Family..................................100

Totals: As of December 18, 2009, 
a total of 107 donors have given 
$68,320 to the Holiday Fund.

** The asterisks designate that the donor did 
not want to publish the amount of the gift.

Holiday Fund Donations

Donations to the Holiday Fund ben-
efit Project Read-Menlo Park.

   ■ HOLIDAY FUND

See PROJECT READ, page 18
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Thanks to a Good  
Samaritan
Editor:
 I want to thank Mark, a Good 
Samaritan delivery truck driver.
 I fell in Menlo Park on Wednes-
day, Dec. 9.  Mark immedi-
ately came to my aid, called 911 
and stayed with me until help 
arrived.
 I will be forever grateful for my 
Good Samaritan.  Thank-you  
Mark, and everyone else who 
helped.

Sue Ebneter
Sunrise Drive, Woodside

Rep. Speier signed  
on to heart bill
Editor:
 As a woman and a cardiologist, 
I would like to publicly thank 
Congresswoman Jackie Speier 
for signing on as a co-sponsor of 
the HEART for Women Act.
 This legislation, supported by 
the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association, 
would help ensure that heart dis-
ease and stroke are more widely 
recognized and more effectively 
treated in women.
 One important provision would 

strengthen federal regulations for 
reporting sex-specific data from 
trials of new medications and 
medical devices. This is crucial 
because some medications and 
devices behave differently in 
men and women. The bill would 
also improve screening for low-
income women at risk for heart 

disease and stroke.
 Heart disease is the No. 1 killer 
of women and stroke is the No. 3 
killer of women.  Heart attack, 
stroke and other cardiovascular 
diseases kill more women than 
the next five causes of death 
combined. But many women and 
even many health care providers 

are not aware of the risks, pre-
vention strategies and symptoms. 
This legislation would authorize 
grants to educate health care 
professionals about the preva-
lence and unique aspects of care 
for women in the prevention 

T
he $230,000 Atherton agreed to pay out last week to settle a 
civil lawsuit filed by police officer Pilar Ortiz-Buckley, who 
claimed she suffered ongoing sexual harassment from pub-

lic works supervisor Troy Henderson, shows just how vulnerable a 
small town can be to the indiscretions of its employees.
 In this case, Atherton apparently was eager to settle the case, and 
did before any depositions were taken. The town agreed to the nearly 
quarter-of-a-million dollar settlement despite the July acquittal of 

Mr. Henderson on misdemeanor 
charges of assault and battery, 
stemming from a June 2008 
incident involving Ms. Ortiz-
Buckley. He denied most of her 
allegations.

 Nevertheless, given the history of the people involved, Atherton 
managers should have known that Troy Henderson might pop up 
as a major liability due to the 16 sexual harassment complaints filed 
against him by female employees over the last 15 years, according to 
testimony in the criminal case.
 In today’s workplace, one or two such complaints would be 
enough to send an employee packing. In this case, Mr. Henderson’s 
alleged frequent use of sexual innuendoes when conversing with 
women in his own and other departments was evidently accepted 
behavior, at least until police officer Pilar Ortiz-Buckley decided she 
had had enough.
 According to her complaint, Mr. Henderson followed her into 
the police station staff room while leering at her and making verbal 
sexual advances. After she rebuffed his comments, Mr. Henderson 
allegedly got inappropriately close to her, and she then warned him 

to get out of her space, she said in the lawsuit.
 That is when, Ms. Ortiz-Buckley alleges, Mr. Henderson lunged at 
her, forcing her to defend herself against the much larger man. The 
“assault” came to an end when another officer entered the room and 
defused the situation. The department’s own camera recorded much 
of the incident on videotape, a key factor in Ms. Ortiz-Buckley’s case.
 But now, Atherton officials, including City Council members, 
must decide just how long they wish to keep Mr. Henderson on the 
payroll. At 58, and with more than 30 years as an employee, Mr. 
Henderson could easily retire, or just as easily, decide to continue 
until he is 60 or 65.
 At this point, the town should not leave that decision up to Mr. 
Henderson, whose prior record exposes increased risk of another 
sexual harassment complaint. The best course for Atherton is to 
negotiate a separation with Mr. Henderson, hopefully with a solu-
tion that both sides can live with, and that would reflect Mr. Hen-
derson’s many years of service to the town.
 A footnote: City Council members and town officials with 
knowledge of the case have been criticized for not making the 
terms of the settlement public prior to a critical parcel tax elec-
tion Nov. 3. According to records provided by the city, the settle-
ment wasn’t finalized until Nov. 19. Even so, the council erred in 
not making the agreement public more than a month ago, when 
all parties signed off. 
 Given the size of the settlement, and Atherton’s shortage of cash, 
the council owed residents an explanation. Instead, word of the deal 
leaked out on The Almanac’s Web site last weekend, hardly the way 
Atherton should conduct its business.

Ideas, thoughts and opinions about             local issues from people in our community. Edited by Tom Gibboney.

EDITORIAL
The opinion of The Almanac

LETTERS
Our readers write

Portola Valley Archives

Our Regional Heritage
Members of the group known as the Family take their ease at a summer retreat at the Family Farm on 
Portola Road in Portola Valley in this undated photo. The light behind the seating area suggests members 
were watching one of their theatrical productions.

Another stinger for Atherton

See LETTERS, next page
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www.TheAlmanacOnline.com

EMAIL   your views to:  
letters@almanacnews.com 
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and treatment of cardiovascular 
diseases.
 I urge Congress to pass this 
important legislation this session 
in order to protect and educate 
women about the important and 
deadly issue of heart disease and 
stroke.

Rita Redberg, M.D.
San Mateo

Health bill oversteps  
boundary on abortion
Editor:
 The Stupak Amendment, 
which is part of the House 
health care reform bill, prohibits 
abortion coverage in any plan 
which receives even one dollar of 
federal subsidies from any of its 
subscribers.
 Given the realities of the insur-
ance market, it would effectively 
ban abortion coverage within the 

health insurance exchange, even 
for women who pay with their 
own money, and even when the 
mother’s health is at risk.
 Reproductive health care is 
basic health care. Abortion is a 
legal procedure experienced by 
one in three women. Although I 
believe abortion should be cov-
ered and funded like any other 
medical procedure, an acceptable 
compromise would be to allow 
abortion coverage, but ensure 
that only private premiums, and 
not federal affordability credits, 
pay for abortion in the health 
insurance exchange.
 This would be similar to the 
Medicaid system, in which fed-
eral funds are prohibited from 
paying for abortions (except 
in cases of rape, incest or life-
endangerment), but state funds 
may. Both the pre-Stupak House 
bill and the current Senate bill 
have such a compromise, known 
as the Capps Amendment.
 Let’s keep it at that, and get 

on with the business of passing 
much needed health insurance 
reform.

Karen Grove, board member
Planned Parenthood- 

Mar Monte , Menlo Park

Glitch in funding high-speed rail
By Morris Brown

T
he $9.95 billion Prop 1A bond measure for high-
speed rail, which the California voters approved 
last year to provide a down payment on the 800-

mile rail project, is a complicated document.
 Amid much hoopla, the governor in October sent 
a letter to the Federal Rail Administration in which 
he promised to match any federal stimulus funds 
received for the HSR project with proceeds from 
the Prop 1A bond measure on a 1:1 basis. This let-
ter was meant to convince the rail administration 
that California was the only state that could match 
federal dollars, and thus California should get most 
of the $8 billion stimulus funding.
 However, Prop 1A has restrictions on how bond pro-
ceeds can be used. One restriction states that before the 
Legislature can release bond funds for a construction 
project, full funding must be in place for that project, 
and that project must result in a complete usable seg-
ment or corridor for the high-speed rail program.
 The High-Speed Rail Authority applied for $4.7 bil-
lion in federal stimulus funding and promised to match 
it with $4.7 billion in state bond proceeds. However, 
the funding application was broken into various pieces 
and none of the construction pieces, taken separately 
or together, will result in a complete useable segment 
or corridor for the rail project.

 The governor has prom-
ised the Federal Rail Administra-
tion state matching funds he can-
not legally provide, since Prop 
1A has a legal restriction on how 
bond funds are to be applied.
 This restriction did not 
have to be violated. Before the 
board approved the stimulus 
applications in September, I 
wrote the rail authority a letter 
saying that funding should be 
approved such that completion of 

usable segments or corridors would be the result. If the 
application had been such that they asked for funds to, 
say, complete the Los Angeles to Anaheim segment, or 
Merced to Bakersfield segment, as examples, then Prop 
1A matching funding would be appropriate.
 However, the authority wants to dig holes all along 
the 800 miles, trying to get started on this major project, 
without having funds in place to complete anything. 
Concerns about using bond funds without getting 
anything useful when completed were exactly the rea-
son this restriction was placed into Prop 1A. The 
authority has chosen to ignore this restriction. A

Morris Brown lives in Menlo Park  
and is a founder of DERAIL.

880 Santa Cruz Ave
Menlo Park

(at University Drive)

(650) 329-8888

226 Redwood 
Shores Pkwy

Redwood Shores
(Next to Pacific  
Athletic Club)

(650) 654-3333

“THE BEST 
PIZZA WEST  

OF NEW YORK”
—Ralph Barbieri  

KNBR 680

FREE
DELIVERY
(with min. order)

do you need more time??
are you tired of

feeling SO tired? 
need an extra pair of 

holiday hands?
 

it’s time for you to take a
deep breath and call

someone who can help you
keep afl oat

errand services, event planning
all pets – horses included.
pets are busy people too!

office projects, 
travel arrangements,

personal shopping, waiting for
the cable guy, etc.

please run your ideas by me.
 

serving atherton, menlo park,
portola valley & woodside.

excellent references
& plenty of life experience.

keep afl oat personal 
concierge services

650.888.2287 wendy

SEPARATE AND UNEQUAL
In much the same way that one leg is longer 
and/or stronger than the other, it is possible 
for eyes to have different refractive powers. 
This condition, known as “anisometropia,” 
may be severe enough that a different cor-
rective lens prescription will be needed for 
each eye. Because anisometropia can be so 
extreme that one eye is near-sighted while 
its counterpart is far-sighted, eyeglasses can 
be produced with a different prescription for 
each eye. If anisometropia is left untreated, the 

brain must then choose the best of the images 
produced by each eye. The eye that delivers the 
most favorable image subsequently becomes 
the “dominant” eye, leaving the non-dominant 
eye vulnerable to amblyopia (lazy eye) and 
strabismus (misalignment/crossing). 
  Bring your eyewear prescription to MENLO 
OPTICAL where we will help you select the 
unique combination of frame and lens that 
is exactly right for your lifestyle, facial con-
struction, and personal preferences. We are 
located at 1166 University Drive, on the cor-
ner of Oak Grove Avenue and University 
Drive. Please call us at 322-3900 if you have 
any questions about this weeks column. Best 
Wishes for a Healthy, Happy New Year!

 P.S. The most common symptom associ-
ated with anisometropia is double-vision.
Mark Schmidt is an American Board of Opticianry 
and National Contact Lens Examiners Certified 
Optician licensed by the Medical Board of California. 
He can be easily reached at Menlo Optical, 1166 
University Drive, Menlo Park. 650-322-3900. 

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR

ARCHITECTURAL AND SITE

REVIEW BOARD

The Architectural and Site Review Board (ASRB) reviews and makes 
recommendations to the Director of Planning and Building on residential, 
site design and commercial applications.  

Meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month, 4:30 
p.m. Appointment is for a term expiring in February 2013.

Interested residents may request information and applications from the 
Town Clerk’s Office, Monday through Friday,  8:00 AM-12 noon and 1-5:00 
PM, Woodside Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, by telephone at (650) 
851-6790, or through the Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org. 
Deadline for applications is Monday, January 4, 2010, 5:00 p.m.

TOWN OF WOODSIDE
2955 Woodside Road
Wodside, CA 94062

INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR
PLANNING COMMISSION

District 3

The Planning Commission participates in the administration of 

the planning laws and policies of the Town.  It is responsible for 

recommending to the Town Council ordinances and resolutions 

necessary to implement the General Plan and adopted 

development policy.  The Commission also conducts necessary 

public hearings to administer the planning laws and policies of 

the Town and acts upon applications for zoning amendments, 

conditional use permits, variances, subdivisions, and other 

related functions as may be assigned by the Council.

The Planning Commission meets on the first and third 

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 

District 3 encompasses the area east and south of Woodside 

Road, Bear Gulch Creek (south of Woodside Road), west of 

Mountain Home Road and Manzanita Way, and Sand Hill/

Portola Roads, and the Family Farm/Hidden Valley areas east 

of Portola Road.

Interested residents may check residency requirements 
and request information and applications Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m.-12 noon and 1-5:00 p.m. at the Town 
Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 2955 Woodside Road, on the 
Town’s web site at www.woodsidetown.org or by telephoning 
(650) 851-6790.  Deadline for applications is Friday, 
January 15, 2010,  5:00 p.m.  

GUEST 
OPINION

LETTERS 
continued from page 16
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tute (ALLI), which trains and 
motivates students to improve 
their public speaking skills and 
promotes civic engagement. 
 He has spoken for Project Read 
at local events featuring nonprof-
its. “I represent Project Read, and 
I feel privileged to be among you,” 
he said at a recent event. “I feel 
inspired to give my best and to 
share my talents with others, and 
make this world a better place.”
 To date, 10 of Project Read’s 

learners have graduated from Adult 
Learner Leadership Institute.
 Raul, who is an artist, volun-
teers at the farmers’ market and 
summer block parties, where he 
does silhouettes and balloon art. 
He donates his tips to Project 
Read.
 In October, at the California 
Library Association’s annual con-
ference in Pasadena, he was one of 
five students who presented a work-
shop on how adult learners can give 
back to their communities. 
 At Project Read, our volunteer 

tutors helped their adult learners 
do many things, such as reading 
to their children, getting a better 
job, or learning to surf the Web. 
Then, the students gave back in 
ways we never imagined!
 If you would like to become a 
Project Read tutor, please plan to 
attend our Tutor Training in Jan-
uary. Winter 2010 tutor training 
begins Wednesday, Jan. 27, from 
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., at the Bur-
gess Recreation Center, 700 Alma 
St., Room 118, in Menlo Park. A

4000 Terman Drive � Palo Alto, CA � Tel: 650-813-9131
www.bowmanschool.org

The Bowman program builds 
confidence, creativity and

academic excellence.

Lower School - Grades K - 5

Individualized, self-directed program

Middle School - Grades 6 - 8

Rich international and cultural studies

Proven, Montessori approach

State-of-the-art facility

Low student-teacher ratio

TOWN OF PORTOLA VALLEY
765 Portola Road

Portola Valley, CA 94028

Published in THE ALMANAC on December 16, 23, 2009

In recognition of the
Holiday Season, the

Portola Valley Town Hall

will be closed from 1:00 pm on
Thursday, December 24, 2009
through Friday, January 1, 2010 

PROJECT READ 
continued from page 15

This information is from the Atherton and Menlo Park police depart-
ments and the San Mateo County Sheriffís Office. Under the law, 
people charged with offenses are considered innocent until convicted.

ATHERTON

Residential burglary report: Power lines cut, first block of Greenoaks 
Drive, Dec. 10.
Auto burglary reports: 
■ Back window smashed and black diaper bag valued at $40 sto-
len, first block of Parker Ave., Dec. 10.
■ Window smashed on pickup truck, Encinal Ave., Dec. 13.
Stolen vehicle report: Gray 2003 Toyota Echo, first block of Toyon 
Road, Dec. 10.

MENLO PARK

Grand theft reports:

■Jewelry valued at $100,000 stolen, 1000 block of Valparaiso Ave., 
Dec. 4.
■ Bicycle valued at $600 stolen, 700 block of Roble Ave., Dec. 5.
■ Bicycle valued at $600 stolen, 1400 block of San Antonio St., Dec. 5.
■ Bicycle valued at $450 stolen, first block of Kent Place, Dec. 13.
■ Laptop valued at $1,200 stolen, 1200 Sharon Park Drive, Dec. 17.
Embezzlement report: Alicia Issac, 37, of Sunnyvale arrested on 
embezzlement, larceny and conspiracy charges in connection with 
$51,000 loss, Singularity Institute for Artificial Intelligence in 1400 
block of Adams Drive, Dec. 10.
Residential burglary reports:

■ Two laptop computers, video game system, two plasma TVs, iPod, BB 
gun, men’s watch, sports photographs, jewelry, DVD player and jug full of 
coins stolen with total value of $7,000, 700 block of Lemon Ave., Dec. 8.
■ Two bicycles valued at $5,500 stolen from garage, 700 block of 
Stanford Ave., Dec. 10.
■ Laptop computer stolen, 1200 block of Crane St., Dec. 9.
■ Laptop and 32-inch TV stolen for loss valued at $1,350, 300 block 
of Terminal Ave., Dec. 15.
■ Forty-six-inch TV stolen for loss valued at $1,850, 800 block of 
Partridge Ave., Dec. 15.
■ Laptop valued at $1,200 stolen, East Palo Alto Academy High 
School at 400 Pope St., Dec. 16.
Auto burglary reports:

■ Apple iPod valued at $250 stolen, 200 block of El Camino Real, Dec. 7.
■ Car stereo, CD player/radio, and DVD video player with total value 
of $540 stolen, 1100 block of O’Brien Drive, Dec. 9.

■ Two Apple iPods, DVD player, GPS, video game player, coins and 
sunglasses stolen for total loss estimated at $2,100, 300 block of 
Sharon Park Drive, Dec. 14.
■ SPS, Apple iPod and car stereo front panel stolen for total loss val-
ued at $1,100, 300 block of Sharon park Drive, Dec. 15.
■ Window smashed and attempted theft of cell phone, Pope St. and 
Woodland Ave., Dec. 13.
■ Apple iPod valued at $200 stolen, 300 block of Sharon Park Drive, 
Dec. 14.
Stolen vehicle report: Gold 1992 Mitsubishi Diamonte, 1200 block 
of Carlton Ave., Dec. 15.
Fraud reports:

■ Identity theft resulting in loss estimated at $398, 1200 block of 
Carlton Ave., Dec. 4.
■ Unauthorized cell phone account opened in son’s name, 400 
block of O’Connor St., Dec. 10.
Spousal abuse reports:

■ 1300 Hollyburne Ave., Dec. 13.
■ 700 block of Coleman Ave., Dec. 15.
Adult Protective Services reports: 
■ 100 block of Hamilton Ave., Dec. 8.
■ 400 Santa Margarita Ave., Dec. 11.

WOODSIDE

Theft report: Open and discarded mail from victim’s mailbox found 
and collected for possible use as evidence, 1000 block of Mountain 
Home Road, Dec. 7.

PORTOLA VALLEY

Theft report: Two $100 bills stolen from unattended purse in office, 
The Sequoias at 501 Portola Road, Dec. 7.

LADERA

Stolen vehicle report: 100 block of Durazno Way, Dec. 7.

WEST MENLO PARK

Auto burglary reports:

■ Window smashed and iPod and wallet containing small amount 
of cash, credit and ID cards stolen, 3000 block of Alameda de las 
Pulgas, Dec. 10.
■ Convertible roof cut and iPod transmitter and coins stolen with total 
loss estimated at $400, 1000 block of Cloud Ave., Dec. 10.
■ Convertible roof cut for loss valued at $500, 2000 block of Ashton 
Ave., Dec. 10.
■ Window smashed and wicker bag containing women’s clothing 
stolen for loss valued at $350, 2000 block of Gordon Ave., Dec. 10.

  ■ POLICE CALLS

 Menlo Park’s City Council 
will take a three-week hiatus 
before its next meeting on Jan. 
12. At that meeting, the council 
is tentatively scheduled to take 
up a revised ordinance govern-
ing lawn size and irrigation 
systems, and another ordinance 
that would set new requirements 
for fire sprinklers in homes.

Council approves 
labor agreement
 A two-year virtual salary freeze 
for middle management employ-
ees was something Menlo Park’s 
council had little trouble agreeing 
on at its Dec. 15 meeting.
 The council unanimously 
approved the new contract, with 
minimal discussion and no com-
ment from the public. The brief 
meeting stood in stark contrast to 

a lively debate over a sizable raise 
for police sergeants approved in 
January 2009, and to a meeting on 
the topic of employee costs in late 
September.
 Meanwhile, members of Ser-
vice Employees International, the 
union that represents 152 city 
employees, have been working 
without a contract since October, 
with negotiations ongoing.

Construction to begin
on new gym
 Menlo Park residents are invited 
to a groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new gymnasium in the Civic 
Center complex. The ceremony 
will begin at 3 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
8, next to the recreation center on 
Alma Street.

Councilman loses bids 
for regional seats
 At the Dec. 18 meeting of the 
San Mateo County Council of 
Cities, Menlo Park Councilman 
Heyward Robinson failed in a bid 
to secure a place on two regional 
transportation boards.
 Omar Ahmad of San Carlos 
bested Mr. Robinson for a seat on 
the SamTrans board in a 11-9 vote, 
and went on to win an appoint-
ment to the Caltrain board, as well. 
John Lee of San Mateo then beat 
out Mr. Robinson for a seat on the 
Transportation Authority, 12-8.
 The cities appoint three repre-
sentatives to each board, broken 
into geographical regions. Menlo 
Park officials often complain that 
the votes tend to favor cities at the 
north end of their region.

Sprinklers on Jan. 12 council agenda, inside and out
  ■ MENLO WATCH
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Marketplace fogster.com
THE PENINSULA’S 

FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE
Combining the reach of the Web with 

print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

PLACE AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com
E-MAIL 
ads@fogster.com

 PHONE 
650/326-8216

 Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you have 
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 150,000 
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

INDEX
■   BULLETIN 

BOARD
100-199

■   FOR SALE
200-299

■   KIDS STUFF
330-399

■   MIND & BODY
400-499

■   JOBS
500-599 

■   BUSINESS
SERVICES
600-699

■   HOME
SERVICES
700-799 

■   FOR RENT/
FOR SALE 
REAL ESTATE 
800-899

■   PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES
995-997

 The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors 
Embarcadero Publishing Co. cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance of 
its advertisers. Embarcadero Publishing Co. 
right to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely 
at its discretion without prior notice.

PLACE AN AD

E-MAIL
ads@fogster.com

Now you can log on to
fogster.com, day or 
night and get your ad 
started immediately online.
Most listings are free and
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and
additional lines. Exempt
are employment ads,
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales
Representative.

So, the next time you have
an item to sell, barter, give 
away or buy, get the perfect
combination: print ads in
your local newspapers,
reaching more than 150,000
readers, and unlimited free 
web postings reaching
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

 fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

GO TO FOGSTER.COM TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS

Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 
Reach over 5 million young, active, 
educated readers for only $995 by 
advertising in 110 weekly newspapers 
like this one. Call Jason at 
202-289-8484. (AAN CAN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency spe-
cializing in matching Birthmothers with 
Families nationwide. LIVING EXPENSES 
PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One True Gift 
Adoptions 866-413-6293 (AAN CAN)

Co-Dependents Anonymous (CoDA)

49er Bus Rides

Cat Adoption Fair Dec 20

Chinese-Immersion Program

Creativity & Finance

Electric Bikes information

Electric vehicle Engineering

Etz Chayim Chanukah Celebration

Free Body-Mind panel

Free Reiki Open House

French/English tutor

Harps for rent

Jazz/Hip-Hop/Bollywood Dance

Painters sending THANKS

Peninsula Women’s Chorus Auditions

Santa Helpers Needed

Witness to Accident with Dog 
Hi,

I had a collision with a large dalma-
tian on the 3300 block of Middlefield 
Road (cross street of Ames Avenue) 
on Thursday (12/4) around 3:10 
pm. A very helpful person stopped 
to check on the dog while I waited 
for the Palo Alto Animal Control to 
arrive. He was driving a black Subaru 
station wagon. I was in a dark blue 
station wagon with my 4 year old 
daughter. If you are a witness or are 
the person who stopped to help us, 
please call me at 650-906-7042.

Thanks in advance,

Satya

X-MAS SHIH TZU PUPPIES FOR SALE

120 Auctions
X-MAs Shih Tzu Puppy For Sale

130 Classes & 
Instruction
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast, Affordable & Accredited
FREE Brochure. Call NOW!
1-800-532-6546 Ext. 97 http://www.
continentalacademy.com (AAN CAN)

GERMAN Language Class

Instruction for Hebrew 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah For Affiliated and 
Unaffiliated George Rubin, M.A. in 
Hebrew/Jewish Education 
650/424-1940

Music school open house

133 Music Lessons
A Piano Teacher 
Children & Adults
Ema Currier (650)493-4797

Barton-Holding Music Studio 
Vocal instruction, all levels. Also “singing 
for the non-singer” class starts Jan. 6. 
650/965-0139

Bass Lessons

FUN Piano Voice Violin Guitar

Guitar and Bass Lessons 
All styles, ages, skill levels
25+ years exp. 408/260-1131

Guitar Lessons 650-224-3550 
Your home, fun, professional $55

Hope Street Studios 
In Downtown Mountain View
Most Instruments, Voice
All Ages, All Levels (650) 961-2192

Jazz & Pop Piano Lessons 
Learn how to build chords and impro-
vise. Bill Susman, M.A., Stanford. 
(650)906-7529

McCool Piano Studio 566-9391MP 
Specialize in Intermediate level+

Mommy and me music class 
0- 4 years old. Free demo class 
(650)-561-3712
www.barvinok-us.com/bayanina.htm

Piano Accordion Chorus Orchestra 
650-722-0155

Piano Lessons 
Taught in your home. Member MTAC & 
NGPT.  Specializing in beginners. All 
levels welcome. Karen, (650)233-9689

Piano Lessons All Levels 
American or European methods. Grad. 
Cons. of Swiss & MTAC. 650-906-3148 
or 650-365-8808

Vln/Vla/Clar/Sax lessons at home

135 Group Activities
BRAIN INJURY SUPPORT GROUP

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINER

Holiday art 4 kids

Issues with food?

Men ! Sing 4 Part a capella

NATURE/OUTDOORS Events Calendar

Singles Wine Tasting Dance Party

Winter Delight Singles Dan

www.art4growth.com

140 Lost & Found
Found Gray & White Cat

Found SH black Cat

Keys found on Bryant Str.

Runaway Cat!

Warm glove lost

145 Non-Profits Needs
Knitters Wanted

Please donate gently used shoes

150 Volunteers
ART Dialogues Docents volunteers

Couples Make Great Mentors!

Event Marketing Volunteer

Friendly Visitors Needed

help feed homeless cats

Library Volunteers Needed

NASA cats need fosterers

Project LOOK! volunteers needed!

Stanford Cats Need Foster Homes

155 Pets
Chinchilla for Sale

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
BMW Sales/Consignment Any Any - 100

jeep 1986 grand waggoneer - $4600.00

Lexus 2005 ES 330 - $17,495

MERCEDES BENZ 1980 450 SL - $6100

Mercedes Benz 1992 500SL Roadster 
Convertible - $11500

Volvo 2007 XC90 V8 AWD - $31,500

202 Vehicles Wanted
Donate Vehicle 
Receive $1000 Grocery Coupons, 
Your Choice. Noah’s Arc, No Kill 
Animal Shelters. Advanced Veterinary 
Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deduction. Non-Runners. 
1-866-912-GIVE. (Cal-SCAN) 

Donate Your Car 
Children’s Cancer Fund! Help Save 
A Child’s Life Through Research & 
Support! Free Vacation Package. Fast, 
Easy & Tax Deductible. Call 
1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Menlo Park, 2650 Sand Hill Rd., 
Jan. 9, 12-3

215 Collectibles & 
Antiques
Antiques Sale 10% to 50% OFF!

"The Complete Recordings of T " - $200

Canned Heat 1968 Bill Graham Con 
- $100

Christmas Music (lps, tapes, cds - $2

collectable and rare 45 records - $2

david winter cottage - $150

Impressionist Art.

lithographs by Larry Elmore num - $25

Muddy Waters "The Chess Box" - $20

Quality Fine Art

Vintage Barbie 
60’s Barbie/clothes collection 

Zippo special edition lighter - $25

220 Computers/
Electronics
HDMI CABLE PREMIUM GOLD - $18.00

230 Freebies
FREE Firewood & Mulch - FREE

235 Wanted to Buy
Antique dolls

CASH FOR DIABETIC STRIPS!

240 Furnishings/
Household items
2 Italian Marble Lvg Rm Tables - $299

balloon shades - $100.00

Box Cupboard - $10

Conquistador Wall Plaque - $120

gas cooktop - $75.00

Ikea metal bunk bed - 100

iron christmas tree - $150.00

Kimball Organ - $75.00

micro trim kit - $25.00

Miscellaneous Items - $5

nice comfortable reading chair - 50

Sofa - $ 120

stainless sink - $450.00

The Modern Living

Tiffany Ceiling Light Fixture - $80

viking hood - $850.00

Wine Cork Wreaths & Corks - $25

WONDERFUL ENGLISH CHEST - 
$8,250.

245 Miscellaneous
DISH TV 
Free Installation - $19.99/mo. HBO & 
Showtime FREE - Over 50 HD Channels 
FREE! Lowest Prices - No Equipment to 
Buy! Call for Details 1-877-887-6145. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Get Dish -FREE 
Installation-$19.99/mo HBO & 
Showtime FREE-Over 50 HD Channels 
FREE Lowest Prices-No Equipment to 
Buy! Call Now for full Details- 
877-887-6144 (AAN CAN)

Back Pack - Jansport - $35.00

Become A Home Stager

Canon 35 MM Camera - $50.00

Christmas Trees

Garage Sale Items - $5

Home Staging Contracts - $8.00

Lopi fireplace insert - $1200.00

Mixed Firewood 650-215-0617 - $150

NEW! BMW 335i Cabrio Toy Car - $600

Stetson Western Hats - $35.00

Telephoto Camera Case - $25.00

The Winged and Garlanded Nike - $22

Western Boots - $55-$100

250 Musical 
Instruments
Epiphone SG Guitar, Rogue Bass - $225

Kawaii RX-6 grand piano - $18,000.00

260 Sports & 
Exercise Equipment
Dive Mask - $27.00

Dive Weight Belt - $8.00

German Hiking Boots (Men) - $45.00 OBO

Locker Bag - Ogio - $45.00 OBO

Sleds, Scooters, and Boogy Brds. - 
under $10

Snorkel by Dacor - $17.00

Swim Fins - $12.00

Kid’s
Stuff

330 Child Care 
Offered
Little Ages

Little Ages home childcare

After School Care/Driver Avail

An Ideal Daycare Enrolling Now

Babysitting Jobs on SitterScout

Child Care opening in San Carlos

Child loving Babysitter

Evening and Weekend Nanny

EXCELLENT BABYSITTER AVAILABLE!

Great, FUN, Loving NANNY

Holiday art workshop!

Holiday Babysitter

Holiday Nanny/Sitter

MyFunTimeHome

Nanny Available

Need a date night or a get away?

New Licensed Daycare Enrolling

Top Nanny for Hire 
Avail. Mon., Wed., Fri. All ages, TrustLine, 
CPR cert., top refs. 650/233-9778

Vacation Nanny/Babysitter.

340 Child Care 
Wanted
after school sitter/housekeeper

Korean language tutor for Pre-

Nanny For 4 Month Old Twins

Nanny Wanted

345 Tutoring/
Lessons
2D&3D Computer Art&Animation - 
25/hour

Chess Lessons for kids and adult

Experienced and Certified Tutor

French & Spanish 4 HS and Adults

French Native Teacher 
All levels and ages. SAT, AP, conversation 
for travelers and business professionals.
Hessen Camille Ghazal, Ph.D. 
650/965-9696
Math and Chinese Tutor

MATH AND PHYSICS TUTORING

Math and Science tutor

One-to-One Tutoring Service

Stanford-Educated Expert Tutors

Tutor for Writing, Math, English

350 Preschools/
Schools/Camps
Holiday Horseback Riding Camps 
www.webbranchinc.com 
(650)854-7755 Lesson Office

MVPNS Open House, January 16

(650) 493-0665
www. p l. m

Montessori Program

355 Items for Sale
BOY 3 Years clothes winter

Large Lion King stuffed animal

Size 7 Toddler winter boots

Sleds, Scooters, and Boogy Brds.

Stuffed animals bag full

Winter jackets /winter suits

405 Beauty Services
Healthy Spray Tan

Make-up Application/Instruction

Jobs
500 Help Wanted
Environmental Programs Manager

RN Director of Health Services 
F/T to replace retiring director. 
Avenidas Rose Kleiner Senior 
Day Health Center, Mtn. View. 
Nonprofit Adult Day Health Center. 
Qualifications: Current CA RN 
license; recent clinical or home care 
exp. ADHC nursing exp. and/or 
familiarity with Title 22 ADHC require-
ments preferred. Ability to work with 
frail seniors and as a member of an 
interdisciplinary team. Min. computer 
skills. Send cover letter and resume 
to lparks@avenidas.org

540 Domestic Help 
Wanted
Housekeeper 
Seeking meticulous Housekeeper for 
full-time, permanent position Atherton. 
Must speak good English. Email resume 
to hnchef@yahoo.com

No phone number in the ad? 
GO TO 

FOGSTER.COM 
for contact information
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Private Chef looking at Atherton

550 Business 
Opportunities
All Cash Vending  
Be Your Own Boss! Your Own Local 
Vending Route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy for $9,995. MultiVend LLC, 
1-888-625-2405. (Cal-SCAN)

Salon Chair Rental  
Chair Rental available in Boutique Salon 
Convenient Menlo Park location 
Private off street parking 
Seeking stylist with established clientele 
Professional standards a must 
Pamper your clients with espresso, 
fine teas, organic juice, artisan waters 
Creative and tranquil environment 
Professionally designed interior 
Elegant glass display case to retail your 
own products 
Contact owner at 650-346-7219

560 Employment 
Information
$$$HELP WANTED$$$  
Extra Income! Assembling CD cases 
from Home! No Experience Necessary! 
Call our Live Operators Now! 1-800-
405-7619 EXT 2450 http://www.
easywork-greatpay.com (AAN CAN)

Able to Travel?  
Over 18? Earn Above Average $$$ 
with Fun Successful Business Group! 
No Experience Necessary. 2wks Paid 
Training. Lodging, Transportation 
Provided. 1-877-646-5050. (Cal-SCAN) 

Computer Work  
Work from anywhere 24/7. Up to $1,500 
Part Time to $7,500/mo. Full Time. 
Training provided. www.KTPGlobal.com 
or call 1-800-330-8446. (Cal-SCAN)

Drivers  
Need a Career? We’ll train you to Drive 
our Trucks. North American Trucking 
Company looking to Hire inexperienced 
drivers. Call Now to Apply.  
1-866-881-1538. (Cal-SCAN)

Heavy Equipment Training  
Learn to operate bulldozer, backhoe, 
loader, motor grader, excavator. Job 
placement assistance. Call 888-210-
4534. Northern California College of 
Construction. www.HEAVY4.com  
promocode: NCPA1. (Cal-SCAN) 

Petroleum Supply  
Keep the Army National Guard’s 
Watercraft, Aircraft, Trucks & Tanks 
rolling! Expand skills through paid career 
training. Part-time work. Full-time ben-
efits. www.NationalGuard.com/careers 
or 1-800-GO-GUARD. (Cal-SCAN)

Newborn Baby Photographer  
Our365 has an opening for a strong 
sales & customer service oriented per-
son to take babies' first official photos 
at Lucille Packard Children's Hospital. 
Must be 18. Apply online at http://jobs-
our365.icims.com/jobs/6436/jobEOE.

Part Time Job Offer  
As part of our expansion program, 
NorthWest Resources LLC is in need 
of people to work as part time account 
managers, payment and sales repre-
sentatives, it pays a minimum of $3000 
a month plus benefits and takes only 
little of your time. Please contact us for 
more details...Requirements -Should be 
a computer Literate.2-3 hours access to 
the internet weekly. Must be Honest and 
Loyal. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If 
you are interested and need more infor-
mation, Contact John H Churchill, Email : 
nwestresourcesllc@gmail.com

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping

ASC Associates  
Tax Preparation services.  
ASC Associates 650-965-2359 
www.asclosaltos.com

624 Financial
Tax Relief!  
Do You Owe Over $15,000 in BACK 
TAXES? Need to Settle State, Business, 
Payroll Tax Problems, Eliminate Penalties, 
Interest Charges, Wage Garnishments, 
Tax Liens! Call American Tax Relief 
1-800-496-9891. FREE, Confidential, No 
obligation, consultation. (Cal-SCAN)

645 Office/Home 
Business Services
Classified Advertising  
In 240 Cal-SCAN newspapers for the best 
reach, coverage, and price. 25-words 
$550. Reach 6 million Californians! FREE 
email brochure. Call (916) 288-6019. 
www.Cal-SCAN.com (Cal-SCAN)

Display Advertising  
In 140 Cal-SDAN newspapers state-
wide for $1,550! Reach over 3 million 
Californians! FREE email brochure. Call 
(916) 288-6019. www.Cal-SDAN.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

News Release?  
Cost-efficient service. The California 
Press Release Service has 500 current 
daily, weekly and college newspaper 
contacts in California. FREE email  
brochure. Call (916) 288-6010.  
www.CaliforniaPressReleaseService.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

650 Pet Care/
Grooming/Training
All Animals Happy House  
Pet Sitting Services by Susan  
Licensed, insured, refs.  
650-323-4000

Home
Services

710 Carpentry
Cabinetry-Individual Designs  
Precise, 3-D Computer Modeling: 
Mantels * Bookcases * Workplaces * 
Wall Units * Window Seats. 
Ned Hollis, 650/856-9475

715 Cleaning 
Services

DELTA CLEANING SERVICE
Carpet, Upholstery, 
Gutter, Windows, 
Pressure Washing

650-669-7500

Carp
Gut
Pres

6650-
IICRC & BASWMA certifi ed

ask for 
details

35%OFF
SPECIAL

Emily's Cleaning Services

Housecleaning Available  
18 years exp. Excellent refs. Good 
rates, own car. Maria, (650)679-1675 
or (650)207-4609 (cell)

Jose’s Janitorial Service 
Professional House Cleaning, Offices * 
Window Washing * Basic Residential * 

Husband & Wife References  
(650)322-0294

Navarro Housecleaning  
Home and Office. Weekly, bi-weekly. 
Floors, windows, carpets. Free est., 
good refs., 15 years exp.  
650-853-3058; 650-796-0935

Orkopina
Housecleaning
“The BEST Service for You”

Since 1985

Housecleaning
Laundry, Linens

W
Cleaned

W W Ceilings
Clean-up

(650) 962-1536 Lic. 020624
www.orkopinacleaningservice.com

730 Electrical
Alex Electric  
Lic #784136. Free Est.  
All electrical.  
Alex, (650)366-6924

Electrical Services  
Repair, trouble shoot, new install  
CA lic. 833594. 650/918-7524  
angel@newsystemelectrical.com

Hillsborough Electric  
Small jobs welcome. 650/343-5125. 
Lic. #545936. Call, relax, it’s done! 

PBM Electric  
Local Licensed Contractor Since 
1985. Tenant improvement, all work 
Quality as per code. Complete elec-
trical Services. Small jobs welcome. 
Lic#514961 Paul (650)269-7734

743 Tiling
T.A.C. Tile and Stone  
Owner operator, 25 years exp. 
All calls answered. Small jobs and 
repairs welcome. Lic. #C594478. 
408/794-8094

748 Gardening/
Landscaping
Ashley Landscape Design

& Garden Service
Complete Yard Service

Fenc rk Repair Deck Repair
Retainin ll Repair Ha

rd Clea up Raingutter Cleaning

Scott Hutts  408.722.8724

Beckys Landscape  
Weekly/periodic maint. Annual rose/fruit 
tree prune, clean ups, irrigation, sod, 
planting, raised beds. Demolition, exca-
vation. Driveway, patio, deck installs. 
Power washing. 650/493-7060

CEJA’S HOME & 
GARDEN LANDSCAPE

T

30 Years in family  650.814.1577
www.cejalandscaping.com

 YARD  
   MAINTENANCE

 ESTATE SERVICE

 NEW LAWNS

 LANDSCAPE  
   RENOVATION

 SPRINKLER

   SYSTEMS

FREE ESTIMATE                   (650)367-1420

Jesus Garcia Garden Service  
Maintenance - Sprinklers - New Fences. 
(650)366-4301 or (650)346-6781 ask 
for Jesus or Carmen

Consult
Dr Spray Irrigation

Maintenance
La Roc Gardens
Edib Gardens V
Boxes

Jody Horst
Artist

856-9648

Lic. #725080

   ose Gaeta
    GARDEN SERVICE

Weed Remo
20 Years Experience

650-722-0564
408-254-3352

J

Leo Garcia Landscape/
Maintenance  
Lawn and irrig. install, clean-ups. 
Res. and comml. maint. Free Est. 
Lic. 823699. 650/369-1477.

Maintenance  
Clean up, trim, pruning, stump 
removal/tree service, rototilling, 
aeration, landscaping, drip and  
sprinkler. Roger, 650/776-8666

Mario’s Gardening  
Maintenance, clean-ups. Free est. 
650/365-6955; 995-3822

ORKOPINA 
CONCRETE/GARDENING

T

650.962.1536

TOTAL LANDSCAPE
Irrigation Flagstone
Lawn Bricks
Concrete Pavers
Driveways Fences
Decks  Garden Maint.
www.totallandscapes.net

751 General 
Contracting

Advanced 
  Construction

Remodeling or
repairing anything around 
your home.
For A Free Estimate CallFor A Free Estimate Call

650-339-2119
CA License #890020

Domicile Construction Inc.

NOTICE TO READERS  
California law requires that contrac-
tors taking jobs that total $500 or 
more (labor and/or materials) be 
licensed by the Contractors State 
License Board. State law also 
requires that contractors include 
their license numbers on all advertis-
ing. Check your contractor’s status 
at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-
CSLB (2752). Unlicensed persons 
taking jobs that total less than $500 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board.

757 Handyman/
Repairs
ABLE HANDYMAN FRED

ASHLEY ENTERPRISES
Complete Handyman Services

Fence W

Y

WINTER SPECIAL

Brady Construction 
& Roofi ng Co.

fi x roof
fi x carpentry
fi x drywall

fi x paint
fi x it 
anything

650-868-8492

Lic#479385

Brady

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Just one call, because we do it all.

Visa, MC, and PayPal accepted

Mike @650-906-7574 and 
Rick @650-481-5767

HANDYMAN
AND MORE
Repair

Lic.# 468963    Since 1976    Bonded & Insured

650-222-2517
Helping Hands Handyman Service 
* Honey-Do List Specialist  
* Rental Repairs  
* Problem Solver * Local Refs  
* Call Vicki, 650/465-9529  
*ahelpinghandv@aol.com

Quality Work  
Detailed, guaranteed. Elect., plumbing, 
patch, unclog shower drains and toilets. 
Small jobs welcome. 408/903-8180

759 Hauling
a J & G HAULING SERVICE  
Misc. junk, office, appliances, 
garage, storage, etc, clean-ups. 
Old furniture, green waste and yard 
junk. Licensed & insured. FREE 
ESTIMATES 650/368-8810

AJOHNSTON

HAULING 

70% Recycled
LARGE TRUCKS

Trees
LARGE/small JOBS

Free Estimate  Insured

650-327-HAUL
cell: 415-999-0594

Frank’s Hauling  
Commercial, Residential, Garage, 
Basement & Yard. Clean-up. Fair prices. 
650/361-8773

Junk Hauling Service  
Yard clean-up & Maintenance service. 
Large & small jobs. 650-771-0213

767 Movers
Armandos Moving  
Home, Apts,Storage. Full Service 
moves. Serving the Bay Area for 20 yrs. 
Licensed & Insured. Armando, 650-630-
0424. CAL-T190632

SHMOOVER

MOOVERS
LICENSE CAL. T-118304

Serving the Peninsula since 1975/Owner-Operated!

327-5493

771 Painting/
Wallpaper

AAA PAINTING
Interior - Exterior

T e Work
ep

“No job too small”
– also –

w
Good re

650-771-3400
BELEW PAINTING  
*Interior Painting  
*Moldings Installed  
*Over 30 Years Experience  
650/465-0432 * CA Lic #576983

Christine’s Wallpapering  
Interior Painting 
Removal/Prep * Since 1982 
Lic. #757074 * 650-593-1703

FARIAS PAINTING  
Interior/Exterior. Avail. 24/7. 25 Yrs. 
c.(650)248-6911

Gary Rossi PAINTING  
Residential/Commercial. Wall paper 
removal. Lic. (#559953) and Bonded. 
Free est. 650/345-4245

Glen Hodges Painting  
Senior Discount. 35+ years exp. 
Lic. #351738. Payment plan avail. 
650/322-8325

STYLE PAINTING  
Commercial and Residential. Interior/
Exterior. Licensed (#903303) and 
Insured. Complete painting service. 
650/388-8577

Wallpapering by Trish  
24 years of experience 
Free Estimates 
949-1820

775 Asphalt/
Concrete
Roe General Engineering  
Concrete, asphalt, sealing, pavers, new 
construct, repairs.  
30 yrs exp. No job too small. 
Lic #663703 * 650/814-5572

779 Organizing 
Services
End the Clutter & Get Organized  
Residential Organizing  
by Debra Robinson  
(650)941-5073

PENINSULA CONCIERGE

Personal Assistant on the Run

787 Pressure 
Washing
Pressure Washing  
Decks * Patios * Driveways 
Deck Repair * Home Exterior 
Becky, 650/493-7060

790 Roofing
All American Roofing

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - 1025.00

Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1125

Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - 1075.00

Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $1145

Mountain View, 2 BR/1 BA - $1325/mont

Mountain View, 2 BR/2 BA - $1400 mont

Mountain View, Studio - $825.00

$$ HOLIDAY SPECIALS $$
LARGE 1BR/1BA W/HARDWOOD FLOORS, 

BRAND NEW FRIDGE & GAS STOVE, $1,595 OR
MODERN, SUNNY, HI-CEILING, W W/D INSIDE,

BEAUTIFUL 1BR/1BA $1,595 & UP, OR
SPACIOUS UPSTAIRS 2BR/2BA $2,495

NEAR GUNN HS, STANFORD, PAGE MILL RD
LIMITED TIME! CALL NOW! (650)320-8500

PA: 1BR/1BA  
in 4-plex. Rustic setting, hardwood 
flrs., gardener. $1045 mo., lease. 
N/P. Contact Arn Cenedella, agent, 
650/566-5329

PA: 1BR/1BA  
PA: 1BR/1BA Bike to Stanford. Year 
lease. N/P. Avail. now. $1265 mo. 
650/493-9576

Pa: 2bd , 2 BR/2.5 BA - $2400

PA: 2BR/1BA  
From $1350 mo. Upstairs. Bike to 
Stanford. Year lease. N/P. Avail. now. 
650/493-9576

Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1175/mo

Palo Alto, 1 BR/1 BA - $1,595/mo

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1450/mo

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1,500/mon

Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $1700

Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $2,395/mo

Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA  
Walking to downtown; gated; 2-car 
parking. W/D; call 650-269-5813

Palo Alto, 2 BR/2 BA - $2100/mont

San Carlos, 1 BR/1 BA - $1,250.00

San Carlos: 2BR/2BA  
1 car gar., $1700. Also 1BR/1BA, 1 car 
gar., $1250. N/S, N/P. 650/598-7047

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/1.5 BA - $1,895/mo

803 Duplex
Emerald Hills, 1 BR/1 BA - $1299/mont

Mountain Veiw, Studio BR/1 BA  
Mountain Veiw Large Duplex studio. 
Laundry RM, 1BA, Kitchen,Alarm 
system,Cable T.V Internet,Utilitys All 
Included $1,200 mo. 1st & last. 
Don (650)965-2085 Dog ok

805 Homes for Rent
Menlo Park, 4 BR/2 BA - $2700.

Mountain View, 3 BR/2 BA - $2,700/mon

MP: 3BR/2BA  
West. 2 car gar. Lg. kit., hdwd flrs. Las 
Lomitas schools. $3500 mo. N/S, N/P. 
650/598-7047

MP: Allied Arts  
Partly furn. 3+BR/1.5BA. 2 decks/pati-
os, hot tub. All appliances and utils incl. 
EXCEPT PGE. $3500 mo. Avail. now. 
650/283-3371

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2800/mo

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $2,850

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $3,500 mon

Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $3000/mont

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2 BA - $2400

Palo Alto, 3 BR/2.5 BA  
Downtown 676 Webster. Spacious. 
$2900/mo. Updated, clean, with gar-
den! (650)799-6367 for info.

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $3300, mon

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $3750

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $3,800/mo

Palo Alto, 4 BR/2 BA - $3300, mon

Palo Alto, 5+ BR/2 BA - $3,850/mon

Palo Alto, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $5,000/mon

Redwood City, 3 BR/2 BA - $2600/mo

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $2400

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $2350

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2 BA - $2400
PLACE AN AD by E-MAIL at 

ads@fogster.com
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809 Shared Housing/
Rooms
ALL AREAS - ROOMMATES.COM  
Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate 
with a click of the mouse! Visit: http://
www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN)

Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $800/month

Palo Alto, 2 BR/1 BA - $1060.00/m

Palo Alto/ Portola Valley, 1 BR/1 BA

Sunnyvale, 3 BR/2.5 BA - $640/month

810 Cottages for 
Rent
Los Altos Hills, Studio - $1850.00

Woodside, 2 BR/2 BA  
+ Den/Office. $3750/mo. (Incl PGE, 
Water, Garbage & Gardener) 
No smoking/pets, 851-2381

815 Rentals Wanted
Excellent Tenant Seeks 1br/1ba

Get Loan Support From Sonex

Large Unfurnished Room wanted

Seeking cottage or in/law unit

Seeking Quiet Cottage/Guest Quar

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Palo Alto, 3 BR/1 BA - $798,500

Redwood City, 5+ BR/4+ BA - $2999500

830 Commercial/
Income Property
PA: California Avenue  
For sublease 2 prof. offices w/secre-
tarial area. Contact Maureen: maureen@
dotylaw.com or 650/327-0100. 

Psychotherapy office  
Beautiful, quiet office just south of down-
town, $1295, 650-646-2955.

Retail Space Available

840 Vacation 
Rentals/Time Shares
Bed & Breakfast B&B Hotel

Northstar Tahoe

Pajaro Dunes Condo  
2BR/2BA or 1BR/1BA. On beach, ocean 
view. Cable TV, VCR, internet access, 
CD, tennis, W/D. Pvt. deck, BBQ. Owner, 
650/424-1747. hherzenber@aol.com

850 Acreage/Lots/
Storage
Land Foreclosures  
20 acres near growing El Paso, Texas. 
No Credit Checks/Owner Financing. $0 
Down, Take over $159/mo. payment. 
Was $16,900, NOW $12,856. 800-755-
8953 www.TexasLandForeclosures.net 
(Cal-SCAN)

855 Real Estate 
Services
A block to Duveneck  
www.550patricia.com..(650)906-6516

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
KONSULENT 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236058  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Konsulent at 415 San 
Mateo Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County: 
DAVID L. HUESTIS 
415 San Mateo Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
WRAY H. HUESTIS 
415 San Mateo Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 This business is being conducted by 
General Partnership. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on 01/02/1975. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 18, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2009)

JENSEN MASTERING AND AUDIO 
RESTORATION 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236265  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Jensen Mastering and 
Audio Restoration at 18 Perry Ave., 
Menlo Park, CA 94025, San Mateo 
County: 
ROBERT S. JENSEN 
18 Perry Ave. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 This business is being conducted by 
an individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 25, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2009)

AHURA DIGITIZING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236256  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Ahura Digitizing at 2081 
Whitman Way, #132, San Bruno, CA 
94066, USA: 
SAMAN NIKNAM 
2081 Whitman Way 
San Bruno, CA 94066 
 This business is being conducted by 
an individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on 05/09/1980. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 24, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2009)

IMO DENTAL LABORATORY 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236224  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: IMO Dental Laboratory at 
111 Glen Way, Ste. 5, San Carlos CA 
94070: 
JAMES S NAGRAMPA 
3024 Melendy Drive 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
 This business is being conducted by 
an individual. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 23, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 9, 16, 23, 30, 2009)

INVESTOR’S CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, 
LLC 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236295  
The following person(s) is (are) 
doing business as: Investor’s Capital 
Management, LLC at 1100 Alma Street 
#200, Menlo Park, CA 94025: 
INVESTOR’S CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, 
LLC 
1100 Alma Street #200 
Menlo Park, CA 94025  
This business is being conducted by 
Limited Liability Company. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on 05/30/2006. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on November 30, 2009.  

(Almanac Dec. 16, 23, 30, 2009, Jan. 
6, 2010)

REJOUVENCE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236471  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Rejouvence at 1375 
Burlingame Ave., Ste. 204, Burlingame, 
CA 94010. 
Mail Address: 3529 Ryder St., Santa 
Clara, CA 95051: 
JOUVENCE DAY SPA, INC. 
3529 Ryder St. 
Santa Clara, CA 95051-0700  
This business is being conducted by a 
Corporation. 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 11, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 23, 30, 2009, Jan. 6, 
13, 2010)

ZIBATECH 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236487  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: Zibatech at 1057 
Windsor Dr., Menlo Park, CA 94025, 
San Mateo County: 
TIM REDJAIAN 
1057 Windsor Dr. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
 This business is being conducted by 
an individual. Registrant began trans-
acting business under the fictitious 
business name(s) listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 14, 2009. 
(Almanac Dec. 23, 30, 2009, Jan. 6, 
13, 2010)

SEQUOIA SOLUTIONS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236468  
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: Sequoia Solutions at 
2995 Woodside Road, Suite 400-305, 
Woodside, CA 94062, San Mateo 
County: 
RICHARD BOOTH 
10520 La Honda Road 
Woodside, CA 94062 
This business is being conducted by an 
individual. Registrant began transacting 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed herein on 07/18/2000. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 11, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 23, 30, 2009, Jan. 6, 
13, 2010)

DAY’S-EYE PRESS AND STUDIOS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT 
File No. 236543  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: Day’s-Eye Press 
and Studios at 770 El Granada Blvd., 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019, San Mateo 
County. Mailing Address: P.O. Box 628, 
El Granada, CA 94018: 
DIANE LEE MOOMEY 
770 El Granada Blvd. 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019  
This business is being conducted by 
an individual. 
 Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed herein on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo 
County on December 18, 2009.  
(Almanac Dec. 23, 30, 2009, Jan. 6, 
13, 2010)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S No. 
1217943-08 APN: 036-073-270 TRA: 
087076 LOAN NO: Xxxxx8293 REF: 
Morales, Misael IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU ARE IN 
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, 
DATED April 18, 2007. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
December 29, 2009, at 12:30pm, Cal-
Western Reconveyance Corporation, as 
duly appointed trustee under and pur-
suant to Deed of Trust recorded April 
20, 2007, as Inst. No. 2007-061704 

in book XX, page XX of Official Records 
in the office of the County Recorder 
of San Mateo County, State of 
California, executed by Misael Morales 
An Unmarried Man and Iveth Vidal An 
Unmarried Woman As Joint Tenants, 
will sell at public auction to highest 
bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn 
on a state or national bank, a check 
drawn by a state or federal credit 
union, or a check drawn by a state or 
federal savings and loan association, 
savings association, or savings bank 
At the main entrance of the city hall of 
records 401 Marshall Street Redwood 
City, California, all right, title and inter-
est conveyed to and now held by it 
under said Deed of Trust in the prop-
erty situated in said County and State 
described as: Completely described in 
said deed of trust The street address 
and other common designation, if any, 
of the real property described above 
is purported to be: 1155 Birch Street 
Montara CA 94037 The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be held, 
but without covenant or warranty, 
express or implied, regarding title, pos-
session, condition or encumbrances, 
including fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of the trusts cre-
ated by said Deed of Trust, to pay the 
remaining principal sums of the note(s) 
secured by said Deed of Trust. The 
total amount of the unpaid balance of 
the obligation secured by the property 
to be sold and reasonable estimated 
costs, expenses and advances at the 
time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale is: $571,291.52. If the 
Trustee is unable to convey title for 
any reason, the successful bidder’s 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the Trustee, 
and the successful bidder shall have no 
further recourse. The beneficiary under 
said Deed of Trust heretofore executed 
and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten declaration of Default and Demand 
for Sale, and a written Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell. The under-
signed caused said Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded 
in the county where the real property 
is located. Regarding the property 
that is the subject of this notice of 
sale, the “mortgage loan servicer” as 
defined in civil code § 2923.53(k)(3) 
declares that it has not obtained from 
the commissioner a final or temporary 
order of exemption pursuant to civil 
code section 2923.53 that is current 
and valid on the date this notice of 
sale is recorded. the time frame for 
giving a notice of sale specified in civil 
code section 2923.52 subdivision (a) 
does apply to this notice of sale. For 
sales information: Mon-Fri 9:00am to 
4:00pm (619) 590-1221. Cal-Western 
Reconveyance Corporation, 525 East 
Main Street, P.O. Box 22004, El Cajon, 
CA 92022-9004 Dated: November 
30, 2009.  
(R-275654 Almanac 12/09/09, 
12/16/09, 12/23/09) 

Trustee Sale No. 737294CA Loan No. 
3010046518 Title Order No. 3206-
247456 Notice of Trustee’s Sale YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 8/21/2006. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
12/29/2009 at 12:30 PM California 
Reconveyance Company as the duly 
appointed Trustee under and pursu-
ant to Deed of Trust, recorded on 
08/29/2006, Book , Page , Instrument 
2006-129493 of official records in 
the Office of the Recorder of San 
Mateo County, California, executed by: 
Armando Gomez Jimenez and, Marcela 
Gomez husband and wife as community 
property with right of survivorship, as 
to an undivided 50% interest Armando 
Gomez Jimenez and Marcela S Gomez 
husband and wife, as to an undivided 
50% interest, as Trustor, Washington 
Mutual Bank, FA, as Beneficiary, will 
sell at public auction sale to the high-
est bidder for cash, cashier's check 
drawn by a state or national bank, a 
cashier's check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a cashier's 

check drawn by a state or federal 
savings and loan association, savings 
association, or savings bank specified 
in section 5102 of the Financial Code 
and authorized to do business in this 
state. Sale will be held by the duly 
appointed trustee as shown below, of 
all right, title, and interest conveyed 
to and now held by the trustee in 
the hereinafter described property 
under and pursuant the Deed of Trust. 
The sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or 
implied, regarding title, possession, or 
encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured 
by the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
estimated fees, charges and expenses 
of the trustee for the total amount (at 
the time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated 
to be set forth below. The amount may 
be greater on the day of sale. Place 
of Sale: At the Marshall St. entrance 
to the Hall of Justice and Records, 
400 County Center, Redwood City, 
CA Legal Description: As more fully 
described in said Deed of Trust Amount 
of unpaid balance and other charges: 
$625,696.94 (estimated) Street 
address and other common designa-
tion of the real property: 1207 Sevier 
Ave, Menlo Park, CA 94025 APN 
NUMBER: 062-084-270-8 The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. The property 
heretofore described is being sold 
"as is". In compliance with California 
Civil Code 2923.5(c) the mortgagee, 
trustee, beneficiary, or authorized 
agent declares: that it has contacted 
the borrower(s) to assess their financial 
situation and to explore options to 
avoid foreclosure; or that it has made 
efforts to contact the borrower(s) to 
assess their financial situation and to 
explore options to avoid foreclosure 
by one of the following methods: by 
telephone; by United States mail; either 
1st class or certified; by overnight 
delivery; by personal delivery; by 
e-mail; by face to face meeting. Date: 
12/3/2009 SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT 
Exhibit DECLARATION PURSUANT TO 
CALIFORNIA CIVIL CODE SECTION 
2923.54 Pursuant to California Civil 
Code Section 2923.54, the under-
signed loan servicer declares as 
follows: 1. It has obtained from the 
commissioner a final or temporary 
order of exemption pursuant to 
Section 2923.54 that is current and 
valid on the date the notice of sale is 
filed; and 2. The timeframe for giving 
notice of sale specified in subdivi-
sion (a) of Section 2923.52 does not 
apply pursuant to Section 2923.52 
or Section 2923.55. JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association Name: 
Ann Thorn Title: First Vice President 
California Reconveyance Company, 
as Trustee (714) 259-7850 or www.
fidelityasap.com (714) 573-1965 or 
www.priorityposting.com Deborah 
Brignac California Reconveyance 
Company is a debt collector attempt-
ing to collect a debt. Any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose. 
Deborah Brignac, Vice President 9200 
Oakdale Avenue Mail Stop N110612 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 
P643159  
Almanac 12/9, 12/16, 12/23/2009

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S. No. 
GM-227925-C Loan No. 0359152905 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED 
OF TRUST DATED 2/4/2005. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A public 
auction sale to the highest bidder 
for cash, cashier’s check drawn on a 
state or national bank, check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal sav-
ings and loan association, or savings 
association, or savings bank speci-
fied in Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business 
in this state, will be held by the duly 
appointed trustee. The sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
satisfy the obligation secured by said 
Deed of Trust. The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incorrect-
ness of the property address or other 
common designation, if any, shown 
herein. TRUSTOR:RONALD J. MIDDEL 
AND AMELIA R. MIDDEL, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE Recorded 2/16/2005 as 
Instrument No. 2005-024813 in Book 
, page of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of San Mateo County, 
California, Date of Sale:1/13/2010 at 
1:00 PM Place of Sale: At the Marshall 
Street entrance to the Hall of Justice 

and Records, 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, California Property 
Address is purported to be: 1016 BAY 
ROAD EAST PALO ALTO, California 
94303-0000 APN #: 062-242-360-6 
The total amount secured by said 
instrument as of the time of initial pub-
lication of this notice is $341,341.00, 
which includes the total amount of the 
unpaid balance (including accrued and 
unpaid interest) and reasonable esti-
mated costs, expenses, and advances 
at the time of initial publication of this 
notice. Pursuant to California Civil Code 
2923.54 the undersigned, on behalf 
of the beneficiary, loan servicer or 
authorized agent, declares as follows: 
[ 1 ] The mortgage loan servicer has 
obtained from the commissioner a 
final or temporary order of exemption 
pursuant to Section 2923.53 that is 
current and valid on the date the notice 
of sale is filed; [ 2 ] The timeframe for 
giving notice of sale specified in sub-
division (a) of Section 2923.52 does 
not apply pursuant to Section 2923.52 
or 2923.55. Date: 12/17/2009 ETS 
Services, LLC 2255 North Ontario 
Street, Suite 400 Burbank, California 
91504-3120 Sale Line: 714-730-2727 
Omar Solorzano, TRUSTEE SALE 
OFFICER  
ASAP# 3363680  
Almanac 12/23/2009, 12/30/2009, 
01/06/2010

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S. No. 
GM-227924-C Loan No. 0357511722 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A 
DEED OF TRUST DATED 6/22/2007. 
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO 
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE 
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE 
OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A 
public auction sale to the highest bid-
der for cash, cashier’s check drawn on 
a state or national bank, check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal sav-
ings and loan association, or savings 
association, or savings bank speci-
fied in Section 5102 of the Financial 
Code and authorized to do business 
in this state, will be held by the duly 
appointed trustee. The sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
satisfy the obligation secured by said 
Deed of Trust. The undersigned Trustee 
disclaims any liability for any incorrect-
ness of the property address or other 
common designation, if any, shown 
herein. TRUSTOR:JUAN L. IBARRA 
AND SOFIMA L. IBARRA, HUSBAND 
AND WIFE Recorded 7/9/2007 as 
Instrument No. 2007-103302 in Book 
, page of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of San Mateo County, 
California, Date of Sale:1/13/2010 at 
1:00 PM Place of Sale: At the Marshall 
Street entrance to the Hall of Justice 
and Records, 400 County Center, 
Redwood City, California Property 
Address is purported to be: 2521 
ANNAPOLIS STREET EAST PALO ALTO, 
California 94303-0000 APN #: 063-
082-140-3 The total amount secured 
by said instrument as of the time 
of initial publication of this notice is 
$530,925.00, which includes the total 
amount of the unpaid balance (includ-
ing accrued and unpaid interest) and 
reasonable estimated costs, expenses, 
and advances at the time of initial 
publication of this notice. Pursuant 
to California Civil Code 2923.54 the 
undersigned, on behalf of the beneficia-
ry, loan servicer or authorized agent, 
declares as follows: [ 1 ] The mortgage 
loan servicer has obtained from the 
commissioner a final or temporary 
order of exemption pursuant to Section 
2923.53 that is current and valid on 
the date the notice of sale is filed; [ 
2 ] The timeframe for giving notice 
of sale specified in subdivision (a) of 
Section 2923.52 does not apply pursu-
ant to Section 2923.52 or 2923.55. 
Date: 12/17/2009 ETS Services, LLC 
2255 North Ontario Street, Suite 400 
Burbank, California 91504-3120 Sale 
Line: 714-730-2727 Omar Solorzano, 
TRUSTEE SALE OFFICER  
ASAP# 3364363  
Almanac 12/23/2009, 12/30/2009, 
01/06/2010

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE T.S No. 
1238058-02 APN: 054-263-010-8 TRA: 
73023 LOAN NO: Xxxxxx9180 REF: 
Esquivel, Jose IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO PROPERTY OWNER: YOU ARE IN 
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, 
DATED July 13, 2007. UNLESS YOU 
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT 
A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
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EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU 
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 
January 05, 2010, at 12:30pm, Cal-
Western Reconveyance Corporation, as 
duly appointed trustee under and pur-
suant to Deed of Trust recorded July 
23, 2007, as Inst. No. 2007-110193 
in book XX, page XX of Official Records 
in the office of the County Recorder of 
San Mateo County, State of California, 
executed by Jose Luis Esquivel A 
Married Man, will sell at public auction 
to highest bidder for cash, cashier's 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, a check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, savings association, or 
savings bank At the main entrance of 
the city hall of records 401 Marshall 
Street Redwood City, California, all 
right, title and interest conveyed to and 
now held by it under said Deed of Trust 
in the property situated in said County 

and State described as: Completely 
described in said deed of trust The 
street address and other common 
designation, if any, of the real property 
described above is purported to be: 
2600 Marlborough Avenue Redwood 
City CA 94063 The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if any, 
shown herein. Said sale will be held, 
but without covenant or warranty, 
express or implied, regarding title, pos-
session, condition or encumbrances, 
including fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of the trusts cre-
ated by said Deed of Trust, to pay the 
remaining principal sums of the note(s) 
secured by said Deed of Trust. The 
total amount of the unpaid balance of 
the obligation secured by the property 
to be sold and reasonable estimated 
costs, expenses and advances at the 
time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale is: $593,143.84. If the 
Trustee is unable to convey title for 
any reason, the successful bidder’s 
sole and exclusive remedy shall be the 
return of monies paid to the Trustee, 
and the successful bidder shall have no 

further recourse. The beneficiary under 
said Deed of Trust heretofore executed 
and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten declaration of Default and Demand 
for Sale, and a written Notice of 
Default and Election to Sell. The under-
signed caused said Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded 
in the county where the real property 
is located. Regarding the property 
that is the subject of this notice of 
sale, the “mortgage loan servicer” 
as defined in civil code § 2923.53(k)
(3), declares that it has obtained from 
the commissioner a final or temporary 
order of exemption pursuant to civil 
code section 2923.53 and that the 
exemption is current and valid on the 
date this notice of sale is recorded. 
the time frame for giving a notice of 
sale specified in civil code section 
2923.52 subdivision (a) does not apply 
to this notice of sale pursuant to civil 
code sections 2923.52. DECLARATION 
PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA CIVIL 
CODE SECTION 2923.54 Pursuant to 
California Civil Code Section 2923.54, 
the undersigned loan servicer declares 
as follows: 1. It has obtained from 
the commissioner a final or tempo-

rary order of exemption pursuant to 
Section 2923.53 that is current and 
valid on the date the notice of sale is 
filed; and 2. The timeframe for giving 
notice of sale specified in subdivi-
sion (a) of Section 2923.52 does not 
apply pursuant to Section 2923.52 
or Section 2923.55. Chase Home 
Finance LLC Name: Ann Thorn Title: 
First Vice President For sales informa-
tion: Mon-Fri 9:00am to 4:00pm (619) 
590-1221. Cal-Western Reconveyance 
Corporation, 525 East Main Street, 
P.O. Box 22004, El Cajon, CA 92022-
9004 Dated: December 16, 2009. 
(R-278905 Almanac 12/16/09, 
12/23/09, 12/30/09)

Trustee Sale No. 11929CA Loan No. 
3002389769 Title Order No. 200020 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 10/30/2006. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 

1/5/2010 at 12:30 PM, MTDS, INC., 
A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION DBA 
MERIDIAN TRUST DEED SERVICE as 
the duly appointed Trustee under and 
pursuant to Deed of Trust Recorded 
11/08/2006, Book , Page , Instrument 
2006-168710 of official records in 
the Office of the Recorder of San 
Mateo County, California, executed 
by: Carlos C. Moreno, a married 
man as his sole and separate prop-
erty as Trustor, Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. as nominee 
for 1st National Lending Services, as 
Beneficiary, will sell at public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check drawn by a state or 
national bank, a cashier's check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or 
a cashier's check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan associa-
tion, savings association, or savings 
bank specified in section 5102 of the 
Financial Code and authorized to do 
business in this state. Sale will be held 
by the duly appointed trustee as shown 
below, of all right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now held by the trust-
ee in the hereinafter described property 
under and pursuant to the Deed of 

Trust. The sale will be made, but with-
out convenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, possesssion, 
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the notes (s) secured 
by the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
estimated fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee for the total amount (at 
the time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated 
to be set forth below. The amount may 
be greater on the day of sale. Place 
of Sale: At the Marshall St. entrance 
to the Hall of Justice and Records, 
400 County Center, Redwood City, 
CA Legal Description: As more fully 
described in said Deed of Trust Amount 
of unpaid balance and other charges: 
$504,045.52 The street address and 
other common designation of the real 
property purported as: 1107 Carlton 
Avenue , Menlo Park, CA 94025 
APN Number: 062-092-380-5 See 
Declaration, as required by California 
Civil Code Section 2923.54, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 
California Foreclosure Prevention Act 
Declaration of Compliance (California 
Civil Code § 2923.54(a)) The under-
signed mortgage loan servicer hereby 
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declares under penalty of perjury, under 
the laws of the State of California, as 
follows: [ ] The mortgage loan servicer 
has not obtained a final or temporary 
order of exemption pursuant to Cal. 
Civ. Code § 2923.53 that is current 
and valid as of the date that the Notice 
of Trustee's Sale was filed or given. 
Therefore, the mortgage loan servicer 
has waited an additional 90 days before 
giving notice of sale as required by 
Cal. Civ. Code § 2923.52(a). [X] The 
mortgage loan servicer has obtained a 
final or temporary order of exemption 
pursuant to Cal. Civ. Code § 2923.53 
that is current and valid as of the date 
that the Notice of Trustee's Sale was 
filed or given. [ ] The timeframe for 
giving notice of sale specified in Cal. 
Civ. Code § 2923.52(a) does not apply 
because: [ ] The loan was not recorded 
between January 1, 2003 and January 
1, 2008. [ ] The loan is not secured by 
residential real property. [ ] The loan is 
not secured by a first priority mortgage 
or deed of trust. [ ] The borrower did 
not occupy the property as his/her prin-
cipal residence when the loan became 
delinquent. [ ] The loan was made, pur-
chased or serviced by (1) a California 
state or local public housing agency or 
authority, including state or local hous-
ing finance agencies established under 
Division 31 of the Cal. Health & Safety 
Code and Chapter 6 of the Cal. Military 
& Veterans Code, or (2) the loan is 
collateral for securities purchased by 
any such California state or local public 
housing agency or authority. [ ] The 
borrower has surrendered the property 
as evidenced by either a letter confirm-
ing the surrender or delivery of the 
keys to the property to the mortgagee, 
trustee, beneficiary or authorized 
agent. [ ] The borrower has contracted 
with someone whose primary business 
is advising people who have decided 
to leave their homes on how to extend 
the foreclosure process and avoid their 
loan obligations. [ ] The borrower has 
filed for bankruptcy, and the bankruptcy 
court has not entered an order closing 
or dismissing the bankruptcy case or 
granting relief from the automatic stay. 
OneWest Bank, FSB By: Vicki Brizendine 
The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of 
the street address and other common 
designation, if any, shown herein. The 
property heretofore described is being 
sold "as is". DATE: 12/16/2009 MTDS, 
INC., A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION 
DBA MERIDIAN TRUST DEED SERVICE, 
As Trustee Sales Line: (714) 573-
7777 (702) 586-4500 Gina Lanzino, 
Foreclosure Assistant Meridian 
Foreclosure Service 4675 Macarthur 
Court Suite 1540 Newport Beach CA 
92660 MTDS, INC., A CALIFORNIA 
CORPORATION DBA MERIDIAN TRUST 
DEED SERVICE IS A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.  
P644859  
Almanac 12/16, 12/23, 12/30/2009

Trustee Sale No. 737483CA Loan No. 
3018889737 Title Order No. 3206-
250655 Notice of Trustee’s Sale YOU 
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 12/26/2007. UNLESS 
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD 
AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN 
EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU, 
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. 
On 01/12/2010 at 12:30 PM, 
California Reconveyance Company as 
the duly appointed Trustee under and 
pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded 
12/31/2007, Book , Page , Instrument 
2007-182690, , and Re-recorded on 
12/31/2007, Book , Page , Instrument 
2007-182690 of official records in the 
Office of the Recorder of San Mateo 
County, California, executed by: FRANK 
BROOKS, A SINGLE MAN, as Trustor, 
WASHINGTON MUTUAL BANK, FA, as 
Beneficiary, will sell at public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier's check drawn by a state or 
national bank, a cashier's check drawn 
by a state or federal credit union, or 
a cashier's check drawn by a state 
or federal savings and loan associa-
tion, savings association, or savings 
bank specified in section 5102 of the 
Financial Code and authorized to do 
business in this state. Sale will be held 
by the duly appointed trustee as shown 
below, of all right, title, and interest 
conveyed to and now held by the trust-
ee in the hereinafter described prop-
erty under and pursuant the Deed of 
Trust. The sale will be made, but with-
out covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, possession, 
or encumbrances, to pay the remaining 
principal sum of the note(s) secured 
by the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, 
estimated fees, charges and expenses 
of the trustee for the total amount (at 

the time of the initial publication of the 
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated 
to be set forth below. The amount may 
be greater on the day of sale. Place of 
Sale: At the Marshall Street entrance 
to the Hall of Justice and Records, 
400 County Center, Redwood City, 
CA Legal Description: As more fully 
described in said Deed of Trust Amount 
of unpaid balance and other charges: 
$1,548,557.14 (estimated) Street 
address and other common designa-
tion of the real property: 1894 OAK 
KNOLL WAY, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
APN NUMBER: 071-151-020-6 The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims any lia-
bility for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. The property 
heretofore described is being sold 
"as is". In compliance with California 
Civil Code 2923.5(c) the mortgagee, 
trustee, beneficiary, or authorized 
agent declares: that it has contacted 
the borrower(s) to assess their financial 
situation and to explore options to 
avoid foreclosure; or that it has made 
efforts to contact the borrower(s) to 
assess their financial situation and to 
explore options to avoid foreclosure by 
one of the following methods: by tele-
phone; by United States mail; either 
1st class or certified; by overnight 
delivery; by personal delivery; by 
e-mail; by face to face meeting. See 
Attached Exhibit Exhibit DECLARATION 
PURSUANT TO CALIFORNIA CIVIL 
CODE SECTION 2923.54 Pursuant to 
California Civil Code Section 2923.54, 
the undersigned loan servicer declares 
as follows: 1. It has obtained from 
the commissioner a final or tempo-
rary order of exemption pursuant to 
Section 2923.54 that is current and 
valid on the date the notice of sale is 
filed; and 2. The timeframe for giving 
notice of sale specified in subdivi-
sion (a) of Section 2923.52 does not 
apply pursuant to Section 2923.52 
or Section 2923.55. JPMorgan Chase 
Bank, National Association Name: Ann 
Thorn Title: First Vice President Date: 
12-18-2009 California Reconveyance 
Company, as Trustee (714) 259-7850 
or www.fidelityasap.com (714) 573-
1965 or www.priorityposting.com 
California Reconveyance Company is 
a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt. Any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose. Deborah 
Brignac, Vice President 9200 
Oakdale Avenue Mail Stop N110612 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE TSG No.: 
4258392 TS No.: 20099070819384 
FHA/VA/PMI No.: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 
03/31/04. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. On January 12, 2010 at 
12:30 PM, First American LoanStar 
Trustee Services, as duly appointed 
Trustee under and pursuant to Deed 
of Trust recorded 04/07/04, as 
Instrument No. 2004-064822, in book , 
page , of Official Records in the Office 
of the County Recorder of SAN MATEO 
County, State of California. Executed 
by: YAN TING ZHANG,. WILL SELL AT 
PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER 
FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK/CASH 
EQUIVALENT or other form of payment 
authorized by 2924h(b), (Payable at 
time of sale in lawful money of the 
United States) At the Marshall Street 
entrance to the Hall of Justice at 400 
County Center, Redwood City, CA.. All 
right, title and interest conveyed to and 
now held by it under said Deed of Trust 
in the property situated in said County 
and State described as: AS MORE 
FULLY DESCRIBED IN THE ABOVE 
MENTIONED DEED OF TRUST APN# 
080-072-100-3. The street address and 
other common designation, if any, of 
the real property described above is 
purported to be: 270 EL NIDO ROAD, 
PORTOLA VALLEY, CA 94028. The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims any liabil-
ity for any incorrectness of the street 
address and other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. Said sale will 
be made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust, 
with interest thereon, as provided in 
said note(s), advances, under the terms 
of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee and of the 
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. 
The total amount of the unpaid bal-
ance of the obligation secured by the 
property to be sold and reasonable esti-
mated costs, expenses and advances 
at the time of the initial publication of 

the Notice of Sale is $828,767.47. The 
beneficiary under said Deed of Trust 
heretofore executed and delivered to 
the undersigned a written Declaration 
of Default and Demand for Sale, and a 
written Notice of Default and Election 
to Sell. The undersigned caused said 
Notice of Default and Election to Sell 
to be recorded in the County where the 
real property is located. The beneficiary 
or servicing agent declares that it has 
obtained from the Commissioner of 
Corporations a final or temporary order 
of exemption pursuant to California 
Civil Code Section 2923.53 that is cur-
rent and valid on the date the Notice 
of Sale is filed and/or The timeframe 
for giving Notice of Sale specified in 
subdivision (s) of California Civil Code 
Section 2923.52 applies and has been 
provided or the loan is exempt from the 
requirements. Date: 12/18/09, First 
American LoanStar Trustee Services, 
3 First American Way, Santa Ana, CA 
92707 Original document signed by 
Authorized Agent, Chet Sconyers — 
FOR TRUSTEE’S SALE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL 530-672-3033. First 
American Loanstar Trustee Services 
May be Acting as a Debt Collector 
Attempting to Collect a Debt. Any 
Information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.  
NPP0148638  
Almanac 12/23/09, 12/30/09, 
01/06/10

T.S. No. 272521 Order No. 3206-
223766 Loan No. 272521 NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
9/6/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION 
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT 
A LAWYER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, cashier's 
check drawn on a state or national 
bank, check drawn by a state or 
federal credit union, or a check drawn 
by a state or federal savings and loan 
association, or savings association, or 
savings bank specified in section 5102 
of the Financial Code and authorized 
to do business in this state will be 
held by the duly appointed trustee as 
shown below, of all right, title, and 
interest conveyed to and now held by 
the trustee in the hereinafter described 
property under and pursuant to a Deed 
of Trust described below. The sale will 
be made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regarding 
title, possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust, 
with interest and late charges thereon, 
as provided in the note(s), advances, 
under the terms of the Deed of Trust, 
interest thereon, fees, charges and 
expenses of the Trustee for the total 
amount (at the time of the initial publi-
cation of the Notice of Sale) reasonably 
estimated to be set forth below. The 
amount may be greater on the day 
of sale. Trustor: Franklin C. Walt, a 
married man as his sole and separate 
property Deed of Trust recorded: 
10/04/2007 as Instrument Number 
2007-145430 of Official Records 
in the Office of the Recorder of San 
Mateo County, California Date of Sale: 
1/13/2010 at 12:30 PM Place of Sale: 
At the Marshall St. entrance to the Hall 
of Justice and Records, 400 County 
Center, Redwood City, CA Amount of 
unpaid balance and other reasonable 
estimated charges: $977,223.51 
Street Address or other common 
designation of purported real property: 
300 Sand Hill Circle #202 Menlo Park, 
CA 94025 A.P.N.: 110-480-020 See 
Exhibit “A” (Legal Description) attached 
hereto and made a part hereof Exhibit 
“A” All that certain real property situate 
in the County of San Mateo, State of 
California, described as follows: (City 
of Menlo Park) Parcel A: Unit 62 in the 
Condominium Project Area as shown 
on the Subdivision Map entitled “Sand 
Hill Circle Unit 2, Menlo Park, San 
Mateo County, California”, herein after 
referred to as “the Map”, filed in the 
Office of the County Recorder of San 
Mateo County, State of California on 
July 9, 1971 in Book of Maps at Pages 
25 through 26, inclusive. Excepting, 
however, the following: Any portion of 
the Condominium Common Area or the 
Development Common Area lying within 
said Unit. Parcel B: Together with the 
following appurtenant easements: A. 
Non-exclusive easements for ingress 
and egress and support of said Parcel 
A through the Condominium Common 
Area as defined on the Map and for 
repair of said Parcel A through all 
other Condominium Units and through 
the Condominium Common Area. B. 
The non-exclusive right of pedestrian 
and vehicular ingress and egress over 
the Development Common Area as 

shown on the Map to and from the 
Condominium Project Area, provided, 
however, that such rigth shall not be 
exercised in a manner which will interfi-
ere with landscaped areas, recreational 
facilities or vehicular traffic on the 
Private Road Common Area as desig-
nated on the Map. C. The non-exclusive 
right of the owners and their invitees 
to use the Private Road Common 
Area as shown on the Map and on the 
Subdivision Map entitled “Sand Hill 
circle Unit 1, Menlo Park, San Mateo 
County, California”. D. The right to use, 
occupy and enjoy the recreational facili-
ties and the landscaped portions of the 
Development Common Area. E. The 
rigth subject to prior approval of the 
Board of Governors to construct, main-
tain and operate through, in or across 
the Development Common Area, public 
or private sewers, wires, conduits for 
transmission of electricity, for lighting, 
power, telephone antennae and any 
other purposes and for the necessary 
attachments in connection therewith, 
and the right to construct any public 
or quasi-public utility through, in and 
across the Development Common 
Area. Said right shall be exercised 
along the shortest and most conve-
nient route between the Condominium 
Project Area and the nearest public 
utility line or lines. F. An exclusive ease-
ments over the Development Common 
Area for a roof overhang, balconies 
and other building protrusions. G. An 
exclusive easements to use balcony 
area B-62 as shown on the Map. H. 
An exclusive easement to use parking 
area(s) P-19 & 20 as shown on the 
Map. I. An exclusive easement to use 
storage area(s) S-15 as shown on 
the Map. Parcel C: An undivided one-
eighteenth (1/18th) interest as tenant 
in common in and to the Condominium 
Common Area. Parcel D: Together with 
the following easements appurtenant 
to the Condominium Common Area: 
A. Non-exclusive easements through 
each Unit for support and repair of 
the Condominium Common Area. B. 
Non-exclusive easements for encroach-
ments upon the air space of all in the 
Condominiums Units by and for the 
portions of the Condominium Common 

Area lying within the Condominium 
Units. The easements and rights 
described in Parcels B and D above 
were created by that certain Deed 
recorded December 8, 1972 in Book 
6286 of Official Records at Page 502 
(File No. 85183-AF), Records of San 
Mateo County, California. Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 110-480-020 Joint 
Plant Number 1101-048-480-02A The 
undersigned Trustee disclaims any 
liability for any incorrectness of the 
street address or other common desig-
nation, if any, shown above. If no street 
address or other common designation 
is shown, directions to the location 
of the property may be obtained by 
sending a written request to the ben-
eficiary within 10 days of the date of 
first publication of this Notice of Sale. 
We are attempting to collect a debt, 
and any information we obtain will be 
used for that purpose The undersigned 
mortgagee, beneficiary or authorized 
agent for the mortgagee or beneficiary 
pursuant to California Civil Code § 
2923.5 declares that the mortgagee, 
beneficiary or the mortgagee's or ben-
eficiary's authorized agent contacted 
the borrower to assess the borrower's 
financial situation and to explore 
options for the borrower to avoid fore-
closure. For Sales Information, please 
call (714) 573-1965 or log onto www.
priorityposting.com' Date: 12/15/2009 
Rincon Asset Management, LLC, as 
Trustee 20700 Ventura Blvd., Suite 
222 Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
800.720.7827 Erik Haberstroh, 
Trustee Sale Officer  
P648540  
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE 
OF NAME SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN MATEO  
Case No. CIV490222  
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 
Petitioner NICO ALEXANDER JAYNE 
filed a petition with this court for a 
decree changing names as follows: 
NICO ALEXANDER JAYNE to NICO 
ALEXANDER DI VITA.  
THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 

this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why the 
petition for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person object-
ing to the name changes described 
above must file a written objection that 
includes the reasons for the objection 
at least two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and must 
appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be granted. 
If no written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition without 
a hearing.  
NOTICE OF HEARING: January 28, 
2010, 9:00 a.m., Dept. PJ. Superior 
Court of California, County of San 
Mateo, 400 County Center, Redwood 
City, CA 94063.  
A copy of this ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE shall be published at least once 
each week for four successive weeks 
prior to the date set for hearing on 
the petition in the following newspaper 
of general circulation, printed in this 
county:  
THE ALMANAC 
Date: December 11, 2009 
/s/ Stephen M. Hall  
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT  
(The Almanac Dec. 23, 30, 2009, Jan. 
6, 13, 2010)

Leannah Hunt   International President’s Elite Team
2008 Realtor of the Year - for the Palo Alto District

o: 650/752.0730   h: 650/327.1009 e: lhunt@cbnorcal.com

Laurel Hunt Robinson  o: 650/752.0735  c: 650/269.7266 e: laurel.robinson@cbnorcal.com

301 Stockbridge Avenue, Atherton

Shown by Appointment

Proven community and professional leadership. Unmatched knowledge of the Midpeninsula’s neighborhoods. Exceptional personal service.

Outstanding Opportunity 
in West Atherton

Custom contemporary constructed in 1965 with 
a fl exible fl oorplan and room for expansion.  This two story home features a large 
rumpus room/second family room on the ground fl oor with attached bath suitable 
as a rental with a separate entrance or for additional living space. With loads of light 
this recently painted home has gleaming hardwood fl oors and vaulted beamed ceilings 
creating a clean palette for your decorating style. This residence also features:

air/conditioning

ceilings and built in cabinetry

and cabinetry

living space

Offered for $1,998,000
View www.leannahandlaurel.com 

for photos & virtual tour 

  LEHUA GREENMAN

529-2420

“Merry 
Christmas 

and a Happy 
New Year...”

Happy 
Holidays!



24 ■ The Almanac ■ December 23, 2009


